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Iran’s Alborz warship enters
Red Sea amid tensions

TEHRAN - Iran’s Alborz warship has navigated through
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, officially entering the Red Sea
on Monday amid heightened tensions in the region.

As reported by Iranian Tasnim news agency, the
deployment of Iranian warships in the region dates back

to 2009, aimed at ensuring the security of shipping lanes.

Recent weeks have seen a surge in attacks by the
Yemeni Resistance movement Ansarullah, targeting over
20 vessels associated with the Israeli regime along the
Red Sea shipping route.

The unrest in the Red Sea emerged amid rising anger
in West Asia over the devastation in Gaza, where at least
21,822 Palestinians, including 8,800 children, have been
killed by Israeli military attacks.

The conflict began on October 7, when the Palestinian
Resistance movement Hamas launched a surprise attack
on Israel in response to the intensified crimes of the
occupying regime in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

Ansarullah has repeatedly stressed that it only targets
the vessels that are linked to Israel travelling in the Red
Sea. » Page 3

U.S. attack on Yemeni boats could inflame Red Sea

The world celebrates 2024
as Israel massacres more
children

As people around the world enjoyed spectacular
fireworks displays that lit up the skyline of major cities
to welcome 2024, the Israeli regime pushed ahead with
its campaign of targeting Palestinian civilians at a hugely
indiscriminate rate.

The Israeli military’s war crimes against Palestinian
civilians were firmly put at the back of the minds of
countries across the globe, who went ahead with their
celebrations to mark the beginning of 2024.

This is while in Gaza, where there is no skyline and
buildings reduced to rubble by the Israeli army, people
were struggling to pull women and children out of
residential buildings that the regime’s military had
bombed.

This has set the tone of 2024 for Gaza, which finds
itself isolated from the world.

Many of the regime’s allies, in particular the United States
and others, have greenlighted the occupation regime to
continue its massacres against women and children in the
year 2024 by attacking them at shelters. » Page 5

Iran security chief talks with
top Ansarullah official

TEHRAN- Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council, and Mohammad
Abdul-Salam, the spokesman for Yemen’s Ansarullah
resistance movement, met and talked about matters of
mutual concern.

On Sunday, Ahmadian conferred with Abdul-Salam in
Tehran, the capital of Iran.

The topics of shared interest and regional security were
discussed by the two parties.

Ahmadian praised the Yemeni government and people
for their bravery in standing up to the Zionist regime’s
savage attacks and aggression against the Palestinian
people during such hard times.

Yemenis have made it clear that they support
Palestine’s struggle against Israeli occupation ever since
the regime unleashed a devastating war on Gaza on
October 7 following a surprise retaliatory attack against
the occupying regime by the Palestinian resistance
movements in the Gaza Strip. » Page 3

Raisi expresses hope
for Israeli massacre
in Gazato end in
2024

TEHRAN- Ebrahim Raisi, the President of
Iran, expressed hope that in the New Year, the
international community will act swiftly to
stop Israel’s slaughter of Palestinians in Gaza.

In separate messages on Sunday, Raisi ex-
tended congratulations to the leaders and
people of Christian countries on the arrival
of the New Year.

He asked God Almighty to provide all peo-
ples on the planet a year of health and peace.

According to Raisi, one of the greatest is-
sues confronting human civilization at the
moment is the Israeli regime’s murder of in-
nocent people in the Gaza Strip.

President Raisi expressed optimism that
the international community will move
swiftly on the eve of 2024, in light of the joint
efforts of global leaders, to put an end to Is-
rael’s slaughter in Gaza, abolish tyranny and
hegemony, and achieve long-lasting peace
and security across the world.

After Hamas launched the surprise Op-
eration Al-Agsa Storm against the occupy-
ing regime in reaction to its decades-long
campaign of killing and destruction in Pal-
estine, Israel launched the U.S.-backed war
on Gaza. » Page 2

Iran officially
becomes member of
BRICS: Spokesman

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Nasser Kanaani, has noted that Tehran
is considered a full member of the bloc from
January 01.

Addressing reporters at a weekly press
conference on Monday, Kanaani added that
“the BRICS group has gained more weight
with the addition of new members. One of
the outcomes of improving Iran’s interna-
tional status is its membership in the BRICS”

“Assassination of Iranian general cannot
make Israel survive”

Kanaani also said that the assassination of
a top military advisor by Israel for the Islam-
ic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) in Syria
would not contribute to the survival of the
“wicked and fake” regime.

Denouncing the assassination of Brigadier
General Seyyed Razi Mousavi, he emphasized
that such actions will not help the Israeli re-
gime in any way.

On December 27, Mousavi was assassinat-
ed in an Israeli attack in a Damascus neigh-
borhood. He was a close companion of sen-
jor Iranian anti-terror hero General Qassem
Soleimani, who was also assassinated in a
January 2020 U.S. drone attack in Iraq.

The Iranian spokesperson held the officials
of the Israeli regime responsible for the fall-
out from Mousavi’s killing, pointing out that
the Arab nation had invited him to Syria on an
advisory mission. » Page 2

50 nuclear medicine
facilities will be opened

in Iran by March 2025

TEHRAN - The Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI) plans to establish 50 nuclear medicine
facilities in the new Iranian calendar year, which
will fall between March 2024 and March 2025.

Mohammad Eslami, the AEOI chief, broke
the story while opening the first Diabetes
Care and Plasma Therapy Center in Alborz
province on Monday.

Eslami said the AEOI has centered its
efforts on the commercialization of scientific
and nuclear research in the health and social
services sectors, ISNA reported.

Referring to the Alborz plasma therapy
center which is using nuclear technology,
Eslami said the current method is highly
effective in treating diabetic ulcers.

The AEOI opened a nuclear medicine clinic
in the city of Varamin, southeast of Tehran,
last week.

@ IRNA/ Amin Jalali

Over 100 super heavy
tank trailers added to

army ground forces

TEHRAN- A ceremony attended
by Iranian Army Ground Forces
Commander Brigadier General
Kiomars Heidari marked the addition
of tank trailers to the Army’s
transport fleet, bolstering its mobility
and agility.

The addition of these specialized
trailers marks a significant step
in enhancing the Army’s ability to
- transport heavy military equipment,
enabling it to respond effectively to a
wider range of missions.

Brigadier General Mohammad Davoud
Saremi, deputy head of the Army’s
Preparedness and Support section,
emphasized the Ammy's preparedness
to undertake any task, noting that its
ground force units, » Page 3

Indictment for
assassination of Gen.
Soleimani presented to
court: Judiciary official

TEHRAN - A top Iranian Judiciary official
has announced the submission of the
indictment related to the assassination of
I[ranian anti-terror commander Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani to the court.

Abbas-Ali Kadkhodaei, who heads a special
committee formed to follow up on General
Soleimani’s murder case from legal and
international aspects, made the remarks
on Monday while addressing a meeting
delving into the legal aspects of the martyred
commander’s terror carried out by the United
States’ forces. The meeting was held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Office of Political
and International Studies, according to Mehr
News Agency. » Page 3
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Americans do not want to escalate

tension with Iran

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In an interview with Abed Akbari, an expert
on European issues, the Iran newspaper an-
alyzed the recent scenario of the American
media regarding the fate of the negotiations
between Tehran and Washington during the
Gaza crisis and investigated the goals of this
scenario. Akbari believes that the recent pres-
sures by the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy and the statements issued by the European
troika are a kind of actions ordered by the White
House to put pressure on Iran in response to
the pressures of the resistance groups. The
active regional diplomacy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the international atmosphere
created against the Zionist regime have made
the future conditions of the White House offi-
cials very vague and dangerous. According to
Western analysts, the risk of any wrong deci-
sion on the part of the Americans has greatly
increased. In such a situation, it seems that the
Americans have no plans to increase the level
of tension with the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
current war in Gaza has not only led to the dis-
grace and isolation of Biden among his inter-
national counterparts but has also challenged
America’s claim of human rights in the public
opinion of the world. In such an atmosphere, it
seems that the preference of the United States
is to “manage the tension” with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in the 10 months ahead and hold
the presidential elections in the United States.

Hamshahri: exchanges between India and
Iran have been overshadowed by events in
theregion

In a commentary, Hamshahri discussed the
economic relations between Iran and India. It
wrote: Since 2018, trade exchanges between
Iran and India have been declining after the
withdrawal of the United States from the
JCPOA, and it needs high-level interactions
between the officials of the two countries to
return to the maximum capacity of benefiting
from economic cooperation as well as the re-
placement of the dollar with local currencies. In
early 2022, when the Biden administration was
negotiating the JCPOA with Iran, India hoped
that an agreement would be reached and U.S.
sanctions would be lifted because the econo-
mies of India and Iran are highly complementa-
ry. However, after the Russia-Ukraine war oc-
curred and Iran was portrayed as a supporter
of Moscow, now there are claims that Iran sup-
plies drones to the Houthis. So, geopolitics has
pushed everything backward. According to the
Indian newspaper Business Line, Tehran’s al-

leged support for Houthi in the Red Sea, in ad-
dition to the continuation of the war between
Russia and Ukraine, has determined that the
rupee-rial trading mechanism will not happen
soon.

Ettelaat: The Taliban has forgotten the wa-
terrights of Iran!

In an article, Ettelaat dealt with the water
rights issue of Iran from Helmand River and
said: One of the important issues after the
re-establishment of the Taliban government
has been Iran’s water rights. This issue has
become a big problem for Iran in the last two
months and two years after the Taliban came
to power. The authorities of our country have
repeatedly emphasized the necessity of coop-
eration between the rulers of Afghanistan and
Tehran on this matter, but they have not ob-
tained tangible results. Taliban officials claim
that lack of water, lack of sufficient rainfall
and extinction of floods as a result of lack of
water reserves behind the dams have caused
this problem to the extent that even several
provinces in Afghanistan are suffering from
water shortage. According to them, these fac-
tors cause the “Helmand” river to dry up, and
the stop of the flow of water into Iran. Although
previously the satellite images indicated the
sufficient volume of water storage behind the
dams in Afghanistan, the Taliban authorities
consider these images to be from years ago.

Ham Mihan: Is Iran benefiting again from
the American elections?

In an interview with Iman Naseri, Director
General of Middle East Affairs of FGE Oil and
Gas Market Consultants, Ham Mihan discussed
the issue of Iran’s oil exports and said: The oil
market will not experience dramatic changes
in 2024. This year’s American elections do not
have a significant effect on Iran’s production,
but it will probably end up in Iran’s favor. The
American elections can have an impact on the
foreign policies of the United States regarding
the OPEC countries, especially the sanctioned
countries such as Iran and Venezuela. America
would not like to see prices above $4 a gallon in
an election year, especially for gasoline, which
is an influential variable for voting; and to con-
trolit, the United States will establish friendlier
policies with OPEC and create fewer problems
for the market. Therefore, it usually does not
increase sanctions, and is not on the agenda of
the U.S. president in an election year, to stimu-
late the market or to remove supply.

Iran joins BRICS group formally in 2024

TEHRAN- South Africa’s representative in the
BRICS group of emerging economies, Anil Sook-
lal, has stated that Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Ethiopia will join the
bloc on January 1, 2024.

At the recent BRICS meeting, which took place
in Durban, South Africa, early in December, Sook-
lal underlined —referring to the attendance of
high-ranking representatives of Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Ethi-
opia— that the number of BRICS members will
double with the addition of these nations.

He went on to add that the next conference of
the economic group is scheduled for January 30
in Moscow, and it is expected that representa-
tives of the new BRICS members will be there.

In a recent interview with Sputnik, Iran’s
Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs, Ali
Bagheri Kani, emphasized Iran’s commitment,
alongside other BRICS members, to actively
pursue de-dollarization across various econom-
ic sectors.

Bagheri Kani highlighted the focus on trade,
economic collaborations, and financial exchang-
es within this influential coalition of major econ-
omies.

He emphasized ongoing initiatives and ex-
pressed optimism about reinforcing these ef-
forts to swiftly achieve their objectives.

Bagheri Kani underscored the importance of
collaborative efforts, signaling a unified com-
mitment within BRICS to reducing dependency
on the dollar.

He clarified that the initiatives aim to estab-
lish a framework fostering economic autonomy
and resilience among member nations.

The BRICS group, comprised of Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, established in
2009, has emerged as a significant force shap-
ing global economic discussions.

Iran, alongside Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, the
UAE, and Saudi Arabia, has received an invita-
tion to join this influential bloc. Their anticipated
full membership, official from January 1, 2024,
marks a substantial shift in the geopolitical
landscape.

Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Sergey Ry-
abkov, provided insights into BRICS countries
accelerating the transition to national curren-
cies.

This strategic shift aligns with the shared vi-
sion of establishing a more balanced and resil-
ient global economic framework, reducing vul-
nerabilities associated with a singular currency.

BRICS has announced plans to introduce a
gold-backed currency for settling international
trade payments, challenging the global reserve
status of the USS. dollar. This decision adds mo-
mentum to the ongoing de-dollarization trend
unfolding in the global economy.

Iran’s active involvement in the BRICS initiative
toward de-dollarization aligns with a broader
trend among influential nations reshaping the
global economic landscape. As BRICS evolves, its
concerted efforts toward economic autonomy
become increasingly significant in shaping the
future of international trade and finance.

Iran officially becomes member of

From page 1 » He declared that
Iran has the legal right to react
to Israel’s action “at any time and
place”

“According to the UN Charter,
Iran has the right to respond to
this criminal act and has asked
the Security Council to fulfill its
responsibility vis-a-vis the main-
tenance of international peace
and prevention of putting region-
al peace in jeopardy,” he added.

Kanaani went on to say that at-
tacking Iranian advisors who are
legitimately present in Syria is
obviously wicked and a flagrant
betrayal of the Arab nation’s ter-
ritorial integrity.

He cautioned that such actions
would only aid terrorists and jeop-
ardize regional stability.

Kanaani also averred that “re-
sistance movements are liberat-
ing movements. Based on inter-
nationally recognized principles,
we refer to these movements as
liberation movements. Iran proud-
ly announces that it supports Pal-
estinian resistance movements
and their legitimate fight for the
liberation of their land”

Iran regards assassination of
General Soleimani as internation-
al crime

Elsewhere in his remarks, the

BRICS: Spokesman

spokesperson emphasized Iran’s
determination to pursue the US.
assassination of General Soleimani
both inside and outside the coun-
try, emphasizing the “remarkable”
steps taken thus far.

Any reasonable criminal court
would consider General Soleimani’s
assassination to be an internation-
al crime, and the culprit must be
brought to justice, he continued.

Iran-Egypt ties

Given the Tehran-Cairo rap-
prochement, Kanaani stated that
the two countries’ foreign minis-
ters’ roadmap is being followed,
and that there is a positive vibe in
the bilateral relations.

“We are interested in the step-
by-step development of relations

between two important Muslim
countries within the framework of
the defined roadmap,” he added.

In 1980, Egypt broke off diplo-
matic ties with Iran after accepting
the overthrown Pahlavi ruler of
Iran and recognizing the apartheid
regime in Israel.

“Tehran openly expressed its
position on Persian Gulf islands
to Moscow”

When asked about Tehran-Mos-
cow relations, the Foreign Ministry
spokesperson stated that after the
conclusion of the 6th Arab-Russian
Cooperation Forum in Morocco,
Iran had specifically notified Rus-
sia of its position on the three Per-
sian Gulf islands of Abu Musa, the
Greater Tunb, and the Lesser Tunb.

In keeping with Tehran’s good
neighborliness policy, Kanaani cited
“constructive and advancing” rela-
tions between Iran and Russia in a
number of spheres and said that
both countries had the political will
to deepen their connections.

He clarified, however, that bilat-
eral ties do not always imply agree-
ment on all international matters,
pointing out that different nations
have different opinions on different
subjects depending on their own
national interests.

Highlighting the importance of
observing mutual respect in re-
lations among countries, he said,
“The good relations between Iran
and Russia do not bar us from ex-
pressing our views on otherissues.”

“U.S. officials are nescient to-
wards Iran position in the world”

Kanaani responded to American
officials’ call for Iran to be wiped off
the map by saying they either don't
know the world or don’t know how
much Iran weighs.

The Iranian diplomat noted that
such remarks plainly demonstrate
irrational thinking among Ameri-
can leaders.

According to Kanaani, such irra-
tional utterances are the result of
some American lawmakers’ deep
loyalty to the Israeli regime.

Amir Abdollahian slams West silence on Israeli massacre in Gaza

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the For-
eign Minister of Iran, has criticized certain West-
ern nations for taking a hypocritical stance to-
ward the ongoing crimes committed by Israel in
the Gaza Strip.

During a phone conversation on Sunday, Amir
Abdollahian spoke with his British counterpart
David Cameron on bilateral relations and the
most recent developments in the region.

He emphasized that the occupying regime
cannot be permitted to carry out its genocide
against the Palestinian people in the besieged
enclave and to set the entire region on fire.

The top Iranian diplomat went on to say that
the root of the Palestinian crisis goes back to 75
years of Israeli occupation, its continuous viola-
tion of the basic rights of the Palestinians, and
the war crimes it committed in the occupied
territories, “which of course the role of the UK in
these issues is clear”.

He emphasized that Hamas, the Palestinian
resistance movement, is a liberation movement
against occupation and apartheid, as was the case
in South Africa for many years, denouncing the si-
lence of some Western governments regarding the
crimes committed by the Israeli regime against the
innocent Palestinians in Gaza over the past 80 days.

Amir Abdollahian also expressed optimism
that by taking “a realistic and constructive

approach” to bilateral relationships and re-
gional developments, the UK will contribute
to improving relations.

“The Israeli regime cannot be allowed to com-
mit massacres of women and children, nor per-
petrate genocide in Gaza and inflame the region,
yet considering stopping a Zionist ship in the
Red Sea as a threat to the security of this vital
economic waterway,” he added, the Foreign Min-
istry’s website reported.

Regarding the threats against Iran, Amir Abdol-
lahian warned, “The Islamic Republic of Iran will
give a strong and regretting response to any Israeli
regime’s adventurism and acts of aggression.”

Cameron, for his part, urged Iran to make
measures to limit the scope of the conflict in the
region and improve maritime security.

The two parties also agreed that it was critical
to continue conversations and exchange opin-
ions on relevant issues.

After Hamas launched Operation Al-Agsa
Storm against the occupying force in retaliation
for the Israeli regime’s decades-long campaign
of death and destruction in Palestine, Israel
launched its attack on Gaza on October 7.

Nearly 22,000 Palestinians were killed as a
result of Israeli violence to date, the majority
of them being women and children. While nu-
merous deceased are still under debris, another

55,600 people have been injured.

The more than two million Palestinians who
live there are without food, water, fuel, power, or
other necessities as a result of the Tel Aviv re-
gime’s complete siege of the region.

“Israel allies even lose faith in crisis-torn
regime”

Speaking at a Sunday meeting with members
of the Parliament’s National Security and For-
eign Policy Committee, Amir Abdollahian said
that even the Israeli regime’s closest supporters
have lost their faith, seeking for initiatives for
post-Israel period.

He also described Operation Al-Agsa Storm,
launched by Hamas against Israel on October 7,
as a “turning point” in regional developments.

“Today, the Zionist regime (Israel) is in such
a state that even the regime’s friends have no
hope for it and are thinking about a post-Israel
era,” Zohreh Elahian, a member of the commit-
tee, quoted the foreign minister as saying.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Raisi expresses hope for Israeli massacre in Gaza to end in 2024

From page 1 » Israeli regime
killed 21,822 Palestinians, the ma-
jority of them are women and chil-
dren, and injured 56451 others,
with numerous bodies still buried
beneath debris.

Despite the grim statistics,

the U.S. continues its aids to the
Zionist regime. Recently, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu expressed gratitude to
the administration of U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden for its continued
support during the war, includ-
ing the approval of a new emer-

Iran Army Chief urges
election participation

TEHRAN- The Iranian army
commander has stressed high
voter turnout and increased re-
sponsibility for elected officials
in upcoming elections.

Addressing a conference, Ma-
jor General Mousavi asserted,
“By actively participating in elec-
tions, we shape the destiny of our
nation, both today and tomorrow.
The sensitivity and importance of
this civic duty should compel all
of us to strive for a resounding
electoral success.”

The army chief highlighted the
significance of electing individ-
uals who represent the aspira-
tions and ideals of the elector-
ate.

Echoing the remarks of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Khamenei, Major Gen-
eral Mousavi emphasized the
crucial role of elections in shap-

ing the nation’s trajectory. “If we
recognize that actively address-
ing challenges and confronting
adversaries equates to lJihad,
then participating in elections is,
in essence, a form of Jihad”

He elaborated, “When we wit-
ness the extensive efforts of our
enemies — from devising elabo-
rate schemes to spending vast
sums of money, establishing
media campaigns, and employing
every tactic imaginable - to dis-
courage enthusiastic voter turn-
out, it becomes clear that defying
these adversaries and casting
our ballots is a form of Jihad, a
struggle against our foes”

Concluding his remarks, Major
General Mousavi declared, “The
day of elections is a national cel-
ebration, a collective endeavor
that we must undertake hand in
hand.”

gency weapons sale, the second
this month.

Western governments have been
taking concerted efforts to prevent
a ceasefire in the besieged Gaza
Strip. Israeli crimes in the impov-
erished territory have also barely

elicited criticism from politicians
in the West. Israel says it will only
stop bombing Gaza once it has
made sure that the enclave no
longer poses any security threats
to the regime. Many believe those
remarks presage a full-scale geno-
cide in Gaza.

Iran must reject ‘satanic logic,

says IRGC chief

TEHRAN- IRGC chief has point-
ed to the logic of satanic powers
which say there is no room for the
weak in today’s world, reiterating
that Iran has to reject this notion.

Addressing a conference, Gener-
al Salami declared, “Our unwaver-
ing objective is to establish a pow-
erful and Islamic Iran, a nation that
embraces innovation and self-reli-
ance, rather than remaining a pas-
sive consumer of knowledge and
technology from other shores.”

The IRGC commander elaborated
on his vision for a strong Iran, stat-
ing, “We aspire to create an Iran
that, guided by Islamic principles,
exemplifies the purest manifes-
tations of human life, illuminating
the path for all humanity.”

Underscoring  the  transfor-
mative power of science, Gener-
al Salami emphasized, «Human

knowledge serves as the compass,
directing the course of our endeav-
ors and shaping the application of
our scientific discoveries.”

He cautioned, however, that em-
pirical knowledge, when employed
by individuals devoid of moral val-
ues, can lead to destructive conse-
quences. «The minds that fueled
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the production of
chemical and biological weapons,
all operated under the sway of an-
ti-human values,” he observed.

Turning his attention to the
realm of technology, General Sa-
lami declared, “Information tech-
nology, artificial  intelligence,
aerospace, and related fields must
serve the pursuit of human happi-
ness. Our guiding principles in this
domain are rooted in theology, Is-
lam, and religious sciences.



Iran security chief talks with top ‘ IRAN IN FOCUS

Ansarullah official

Frome Page 1 » The Yemeni
military has increased its strikes
against Israeli-affiliated ships in
the Red Sea and launched missile
and drone assaults on Israeli sites
during the last several weeks.

They declare that unless the
conflict ends and Gazans are
provided with the food and
medication they require, the
attacks will go on.

The Israeli military aggression
across the coastal sliver has
resulted in the death of at least
22,000 persons, most of them
women and children.

Yet, Tel Aviv has fallen short
of any of its stated objectives,
including the annihilation of the
Gaza-basedresistance movement
Hamas, the release of those held
captive during al-Agsa Storm,

and the forced displacement of
Gaza’s population to neighboring
countries.

According to Aljazeera, the
Israeli army believed that
achievements on the ground
will erode over time without

political action.

One of Netanyahu's goals in
prolonging the war is to restore
his damaged reputation who
called himself “Mr. Security.”

The insistence by Netanyahu
and his extremist cabinet on

committing more crimes in the
coastal enclave of Gaza has
even infuriated some within the
Israeli army.

It is the army whose personnel
are committing war crimes
against the Palestinians and also
being killed by resistance forces,
who have freely chosen the path
of sacrificing their life. They
prefer death over living under
suffocating occupation.

Israeli army personnel and
those on the top are noticing that
they are getting caught deeper
into the Gaza quagmire as the war
is dragging on.

Even when Netanyahu ordered
the ground offensive in Gaza on
October 27 he was snubbed by the
military officers and refused to
meet him in military fatigue.

Resistance Front remains unyielding despite challenges: MP

TEHRAN - Iranian Parliament member
Ali Karimi Firouzjaei has declared that the
determination of the Resistance Front
remains unwavering despite various crimes
committed by the United States and Israel.

He pointed out that the collaboration
between the occupying regime and the US.
led to the assassination of IRGC commander,
General Seyyed Razi Mousavi, intending
to conceal escalating crimes in Gaza. The
lawmaker strongly asserted, “these criminal
acts will not diminish the determination of the
Resistance Front”

During an open session of the Iranian
Parliament on Monday, Karimi Firouzjaei
emphasized in a statement that regional
developments are gaining momentum due
to the heroic resistance of the oppressed
people of Palestine. He further highlighted the
vulnerable position of the Zionist regime and

its U.S.-backed ruling cabinet, stating that the
global backlash that they are facing is due to
their direct involvement in the tragic massacre
of people in the Gaza Strip.

Amid rising anger in West Asia over the
devastation in Gaza, where at least 21,822
Palestinians, including 8,800 children, have
been killed by Israeli military attacks, the
Resistance Front continues its fierce reactions.

The US, a staunch supporter of Israel
throughout the conflict, has faced over 100
attacks from Resistance groups in Syria and
Iraq since the outbreak of the war.

The Yemeni Resistance group Ansarullah
has initiated efforts to prevent the passage of
Israeli ships in the Red Sea since last month.
The US. military announced on Sunday that
it had sunk three Yemeni boats attacking a
container ship in the Red Sea, leading to the
brutal killing of 10 Yemeni resistance fighters.

Ansarullah has issued a warning in
response to this attack to Israel, the United
States, and other Western allies, stating that
any hostile move from foreign forces against
the country will have dire consequences and
come at great cost.

Furthermore, the attacks by Iragi Resistance
groups have intensified amid Washington’s
comprehensive support for the Zionist Israeli
regime in its ruthless war on Gaza. On Sunday,
the Iragi Resistance released a statement
confirming their forces targeted the U.S. Harir
base in the north of the country.

Lebanese Resistance group Hezbollah has
also reported targeting a gathering of Zionist
forces on Tuesday, resulting in casualties.
Zionist local media confirmed that eight
Zionist forces were injured in missile attacks
in northern Palestine.

Iran’s Alborz warship enters Red Sea amid tensions

TEHRAN - Iran’s Alborz warship
has navigated through the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait, officially entering
the Red Sea on Monday amid
heightened tensions in the region.

As reported by Iranian Tasnim
news agency, the deployment of
Iranian warships in the region
dates back to 2009, aimed at
ensuring the security of shipping
lanes.

Recent weeks have seen a
surge in attacks by the Yemeni
Resistance movement Ansarullah,
targeting over 20 vessels
associated with the Israeli regime
along the Red Sea shipping route.

The unrest in the Red Sea

emerged amid rising anger in
West Asia over the devastation
in Gaza, where at least 21,822
Palestinians, including 8,800
children, have been killed by
Israeli military attacks.

The conflict began on October 7,
when the Palestinian Resistance
movement Hamas launched
a surprise attack on Israel in
response to the intensified
crimes of the occupying regime in
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

Ansarullah  has repeatedly
stressed that it only targets
the vessels that are linked to
Israel travelling in the Red Sea.
The Yemeni Resistance forces
have said they will continue

their strikes until the hostilities
against the innocent Palestinians
are ceased.

The US,, a staunch supporter
of Israel throughout the conflict,
on December 19 announced a
multinational force to protect
trade in the Red Sea after attacks
by Ansarullah forced at least a
dozen shipping lines to suspend
operations. However, the US.
naval forces have not been able to
deter the Yemeni fighters so far,
with the group waging attacks
even more frequently.

The US. military announced
on Sunday that it had sunk
three Yemeni boats attacking
a container ship in the Red Sea,

leading to the brutal killing of 10
Yemeni resistance fighters.

Ansarullah  has issued a
warning in response to this attack
to Israel, the United States, and
other Western allies, stating that
any hostile move from foreign
forces against the country will
have dire consequences and come
at great cost.

While the West has claimed
that Iran is actively involved in the
intensified situation of the Red
Sea, Iranian officials have made it
clear that Ansarullah’s actions are
independent, with no instructions
from Tehran.

Indictment for assassination of Gen. Soleimani presented to court:

Frome Page 1 » Kadkhodaei stressed the
national and international significance of
the Martyr Soleimani, acknowledging the
widely recognized brutal assassination of this
prominent figure.

Additionally, Kadkhodaei highlighted
Martyr  Soleimani’s dedication  to
defending the oppressed people of the
region, referencing the Leader of Islamic
Revolution’s recent statement on the
necessity of strengthening the spirit of
Resistance Front in the region, with General
Soleimani playing a pioneering role.

The member of Assembly of Experts

Judiciary official

Y .

affirmed that the actions of the martyr in
the fight against terrorism were legitimate,
emphasizing the inherent illegitimacy of
assassination and criminal acts by the United

States. “Consequently, the United States
government must be held accountable,” he
commented.

Kadkhodaei further noted that numerous
legal cases related to Martyr Soleimani have
been issued, yielding positive outcomes in
both legal and criminal dimensions. “The
indictment has been formally submitted to
the court, which is currently in the process of
handling the case,” he stated.

General Soleimani was assassinated in a
U.S. drone strike near Baghdad International
Airport on January 3, 2020, under the order of
then-U.S. President Donald Trump.

Over 100 super heavy tank trailers added to army ground forces

From page 1 » particularly the
rapid reaction units equipped with
advanced heavy and ultra-heavy
vehicles, are ready to fulfill their
roles with competence.

He attributed this enhanced

capability to the Army’s strate-
gic planning and the successful
implementation of the Zul-Janah
plan, a key initiative under the La-
bik Nezaja plans.

Saremi highlighted the Army’s

commitment to maintaining ade-
quate ammunition reserves, stat-
ing that all ammunition stored in
open areas has been transferred
to secure ammunition depots, en-
suring the Army’s readiness for any
eventuality.

This significant upgrade to the
Iranian Army Ground Forces’ trans-
port capabilities further demon-
strates the country’s dedication to
maintaining a strong and capable
defense force.

Iran’s governors meet president to discuss local development

TEHRAN - In a gathering with Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi on Monday, governors
from various provinces of the country con-
vened to explore strategies for enhancing lo-
cal investments and advancing development
across diverse sectors.

Encouraging the officials, President Raisi
emphasized the importance of closely mon-
itoring the prevailing situation and fostering

strong connections with the populace.

He also pledged to prioritize the insight
and expertise of governors, recognizing their
comprehensive understanding of local dy-
namics in each province.

Highlighting the administration’s com-
mitment to addressing challenges, Pres-
ident Raisi underscored the need for re-
lentless efforts in resolving existing issues.

“We are resolute in rectifying any deficien-
cies and striving to elevate our perfor-
mance to the standards deserved by the
people of Iran,” he affirmed.

Addressing corruption, the President reit-
erated the government’s unwavering stance
against unlawful activities, ensuring swift
accountability for any official found exploit-
ing their position for personal gain.

Iran football team
high averageagein
2023 AFC Asian Cup
raises concern

TEHRAN - Iran national football team have
the highest average squad age among the
participating teams in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup.

The Asian Cup in Qatar is set to begin on Jan.
12, promising a display of football excellence and
national pride.

Iran, Japan, Australia, South Korea, Saudi Arabia,
and Qatar are traditionally strong contenders in
Asian football, shaping the competitive landscape.

Amir Ghalenoei, head coach of Iran, has called
up 27 players to Team Melli, carefully selecting
experienced individuals who have played a key role
in the team’s previous achievements.

Among these Asian football powerhouses, Japan
stand out as the youngest team, with an average
age of 251 years. Saudi Arabia come second with an
average of 26 years, while Australia, South Korea,
and Qatar follow closely behind with averages of
274,278, and 279 years respectively.

Iran national football team are considered the
oldest among the top five contenders for the
2023 AFC Asian Cup, with players averaging 28.6
years of age.

Team Melli’s lineup of 27 players reveals a stark
contrast: 12 veterans above 30, versus just three
players below 23.

Ghalenoei has increased the average age of
the national team for the 2023 tournament by
excluding young players like Mohammadamin
Hazbavi, Abolfazl Jalali, Allahyar Sayyadmanesh,
and Saeed Saharkhizan.

The Iran national team’s high average age is
causing concerns among the fans and the experts,
leading to criticism of head coach Ghalenoei.

The 18th AFC Asian Cup is scheduled for January
12th to February 10th, 2024, with 24 national
teams, including Iran’s Team Melli, competing
for glory. Iran placed in Group C with the UAE,
Palestine, and Hong Kong,

Iran basketball
coach Demir takes

charge of Manisa
BBSK

TEHRAN - Iran national basketball team head
coach Hakan Demir was named as new head coach
of Manisa BBSK.

He had replaced Ahmet Kandemir in the Turkish
basketball team.

Hakan Demir was coaching Manisa BBSK last
season, but he left the team at the end of the
season to head the Iranian National Team.

The media outlets have reported that Iran will
part company with the coach.

Under his leadership, Team Melli lost to Brazil,
Ivory Coast and Spain in the 2023 FIBA World Cup.

Iran national
team requests
Azmoun to attend
Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iran have sent an official letter to
Roma requesting they let Sardar Azmoun leave on
international duty to attend the upcoming Asian
Cup tournament.

Azmoun’s name was included in the preliminary
squad list of Iran but his availability for the
Asian Cup - which starts on 12 January - is still
questionable.

In the statement, the Iranian federation wrote,
“The Football Federation has sent an official
letter to Roma and according to FIFA rules, has
requested the presence of the national team
captain and is negotiating with Roma officials to
obtain agreement for the player’s presence.”

“The Football Association is waiting for the
decision until the end of the AFC timed ultimatum.
The Italian club must first release the player, after
which the final list and 26-member national team
for the Asian Nations Cup will be announced.”
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Sepahan suffer

third successive
loss, Persepolis

held: PGPL

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team
suffered their third defeat in a row, losing
to Iran football dark horses Shams Azar 1-0
on Monday.

In Qazvin's Sardar Azadegan Stadium,
Rahman Jafari scored the winner just six
minutes into the match.

It was Sepahan’s third consecutive loss
after losing to Aluminum and Gol Gohar.

In Rafsanjan, Persepolis were held to a 1-1
draw by Mes. Shahab Zahedi was on target
for the visiting team three minutes before
the break and Mes Brazilian forward Luciano
Pereira leveled the score form the penalty
spot in the 52nd minute.

Esteghlal remain top of the 2023/24 Iran’s
Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) tabbe with
32 points, followed by Sepahan (31) and
Persepolis (30).

On Wednesday, Zob Ahan will host Gol
Gohar and Foolad play Nassaji.

Mitoma named in
Japan squad

TEHRAN - Japan head coach Hajime
Moriyasu has included Kaoru Mitoma in his
squad for the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023
despite injury concerns surrounding the
Brighton & Hove Albion winger.

Mitoma was included in a 26-man squad
that also features Arsenal's Takehiro
Tomiyasu, Liverpool midfielder Wataru Endo
and Real Sociedad playmaker Takefusa Kubo
but missing FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 stars
Ao Tanaka and Daichi Kamada.

Mitoma sustained an ankle injury in his
club side’s 1-1 draw with Crystal Palace in
the Premier League in late December and
Brighton manager Roberto di Zerbi had cast
doubt on the former Kawasaki Frontale wide
man’s ability to feature at the continental
championship.

While he is unlikely to feature in Japan’s
opener against former coach Philippe
Troussier and Vietnam on January 14, the
26-year-old could be available for the
second Group D game against Iraq five days
later. Japan have also been drawn to face
Indonesia.

Tanaka, who netted Japan’s winner against
Spain at last year’s FIFA World Cup, has not
been included in the squad despite opening
the scoring for Japan in a 5-0 win over
Thailand at National Stadium in Tokyo on
Monday while Celtic’s Kyogo Furuhashi has
also been left out.

The Samurai Blue will travel to the
Finals among the favourites with the team
aiming to capture a record-extending fifth
title for Japan after wins in 1992, 2000,
2004 and 2011.

Moriyasu led Japan to the final in the
United Arab Emirates in 2019 only to see his
side lose to Qatar in the decider in Abu Dhabi.

Japan squad

Goalkeepers: Daiya Maekawa (Vissel Kobe),
Zion Suzuki (Sint-Truiden), Taishi Brandon
Nozawa (FC Tokyo)

Defenders: Shogo Taniguchi (Al Rayyan),
Ko Itakura (Borussia Monchengladbach),
Tsuyoshi Watanabe (Gent), Yuta Nakayama
(Huddersfield Town), Koki Machida (Union
SG), Seiya Maikuma (Cerezo Osaka), Takehiro
Tomiyasu (Arsenal), Hiroki Ito (Stuttgart),
Yukinari Sugawara (AZ Alkmaar)

Midfielders/Forwards: Wataru  Endo
(Liverpool), Takuma Asano (Bochum),
Hidemasa Morita (Sporting Lisbon), Daizen
Maeda (Celtic), Ritsu Doan (Freiburg), Keito
Nakamura, Junya Ito (Reims), Takefusa
Kubo (Real Sociedad), Takumi Minamino
(Monaco), Kaoru Mitoma (Brighton), Reo
Hatate (Celtic), Ayase Ueda (Feyenoord),
Kaishu Sano (Kashima Antlers), Mao Hosoya
(Kashiwa Reysol)
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Good plans underway to develop power
plants across Iran: energy minister

TEHRAN - Iranian Energy Minister Ali-
Akbar Mehrabian has said that his ministry
is following good plans for developing the
country’s power plants, Fars News Agency
reported.

“We have very good plans for the
development of power plants, which are
going operational one after another
Mehrabian said in an open parliament session
on Monday.

Mentioning a plan for the construction
of new renewable power plants across
the country, the energy minister said: “In
the renewable sector, fortunately, the
construction of more than 10,000 megawatts
(MW) of power plants has been started, and
one is being put into operation every day,”

Mehrabian said the ministry is also
implementing new programs to expand the
country’s power grid to be able to cover the
new power plants.

In late December, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi ordered the beginning of a
project for the construction of solar power
plants with the capacity of 4,000 MW across
the country.

Held at the place of the Energy Ministry, the
inauguration ceremony was also attended
Mehrabian.

As reported, the implementation of this
project is going to increase the electricity
generation capacity of the country’s
renewable power plants to 5,119 MW from the
current 1,119 MW.

In this project, private investors are going
to construct the mentioned solar power
plants based on four separate contracts,
including two 1500 MW deals and two 500
MW deals for building a total of 95 solar
power plants across the country.

The project is expected to be completed
before the next Iranian calendar year’s
summer peak period (late June 2024) and
will be connected to the national grid to meet
part of the country’s electricity needs.

The Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (SATBA) of Iran
invited bids for the construction of 4,000
MW of solar power plants as part of a drive
to increase its use of renewable energy and
boost the country’s power grid in late 2022.

To this end, 85 companies selected
from a pool of 106 applicants were invited
to participate in the tender. It followed
cooperation agreements signed between
governorates and SATBA to decide the sites
for setting up renewable power plants in
accordance with the needs of each region and
province.

As a result, 152 construction sites in 30
provinces were identified and introduced to
investors “in the form of 95 baskets” for the
construction of power plants at a minimum
capacity of 10 MW and a maximum of 250 MW,
general manager of SATBA legal affairs office
and contracts Ahmadreza Tavakkoli said.

Renewables, including hydropower,
account for nearly seven percent of the
country’s total energy generation, versus
natural gas’ 90 percent share.

TSE, IFB among world’s top exchanges

in 2023: WFE

TEHRAN - The latest data released by the
World Federation of Exchanges (WFE) show
that in the first 10 months of 2023, the value
of the world’s stock markets had an upward
trend, and the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE)
and the Iran Fara Bourse (IFB) were among
the most profitable stock exchanges in the
world.

Based on the WFE data, in October 2023,
the value of the TSE increased by 47.9 percent
compared to October 2022, while Iran’s
over-the-counter market (IFB) registered
a 45 percent increase in the same period,
Iran’s Securities and Exchange News Agency
(SENA) reported on Monday.

The statistics published by WFE show that
the highest regional market value growth
was 11.3 percent for the EMEA (Europe-
Middle East-Africa) region, so in October
2023, the value of the stock exchanges in this
region reached more than $20.5 trillion.

In the Americas region (North, Central,
and South America), the value of the stock
markets reached more than $49.7 trillion at
the end of October 2023 with an 8.7 percent
growth compared to October 2022.

Meanwhile, the Lima (Peru stock
exchange) had the highest increase in
market value with a 20 percent increase in
market value compared to October 2022,
and the Jamaican stock exchange was the
biggest loser in this region with an 8.1
percent drop in value.

TSE and IFB are the major Iranian stock
exchanges. The other ones are the Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME) and Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX).

In late 2023, Head of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) Majid Eshqi
said his organization’s current priority is to
attract capital and direct liquidity toward
constructive production.

TEDPIX falls 7,700 points on Monday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 7,774
points (0.36 percent) to 2,168,327 on Monday,
which is the third day of Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock

exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iran exports products worth $6.9b to
Iraq in 9 months

TEHRAN- Iran exported
commodities valued at $6.9 billion to
Iraq during the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-Decemebr 21, 2023), the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) announced.

According  to Mohammad
Rezvanifar, Iraq was the second
top export destination of Iranian
products in the mentioned nine-
month period.

As previously announced by an
official with Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), the value of
Iran’s export to Iraq increased by 15
percent in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20, 2023).

Farzad Piltan, the director-
general of TPO’s Office of West Asian
Countries, said that based on the
data released by the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration,
Iran exported commodities worth
over $10 billion to its neighbor in the
previous year.

By stating that Iraq is one of the
strategic partners of Iran in the
field of foreign trade and especially
exports, he put the value of Iran’s
import from Irag at about $200
million in the past year.

Considering Iran’s vast export
capacity and Iraq’s large market
for Iranian goods, both sides want
to expand the volume of bilateral
economic exchanges.

Iran and Iraq have set a target
of $20 billion in annual trade, and
businessmen and authorities of both

countries are determined to meet
that target, Head of the Iran-Iraq
Joint Chamber of Commerce Yahya
Ale-Es’hag has stated.

“In general, Iran and Iraq have
agreed to improve relations and
change the monetary and banking
conditions so that the central banks
of the two countries will ease the
current situation and solve the
problems,” he has noted.

The current administration of Iran
under President Raisi has shown
great interest in broadening and
enhancing trade and economic ties
with neighboring states, Ale Es’haq
has emphasized.

In late September, 2023, Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) hosted
an Iran-Iraq business conference in
which officials from the two sides
discussed ways of expanding mutual
business relations.

Speaking at the conference, TPO

Head Mehdi Zeyghami stressed the
need to balance the trade between
the two countries, saying: “The level
of trade and economic relations
between Iran and Iraq has increased
significantly in recent years, and the
figure can be increased up to 40
billion dollars if the two sides’ trade is
balanced”

The government of Iran is ready to
cooperate with Iraq for the industrial
development of the country in the
2035 horizon, he noted, saying; “Iran
is ready to transfer technology to
Irag and develop industrial projects
in the country.”

“We hope to achieve the goals
outlined by the presidents of the two
countries by solving issues related to
logistics and financial transactions,”
the official added.

Iran and Iraq have stressed the
need to use the national currencies
of the two countries to enhance
mutual trade relations.

During a meeting between Iran’s
Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade Abbas Ali-Abadi and Iragi
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’
Al Sudani in Baghdad on October
31, 2023 the two sides emphasized
using the national currencies for
bilateral trade exchanges.

In the meeting, which took place
in the Iragi Prime Minister’s office
in Baghdad, the economic relations
between the two countries and ways
to strengthen them and strengthen
exchanges and partnerships at
different levels were discussed and
explored.

In a statement issued at the time,
the Iragi Prime Minister's Office
said, “Today, Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia” Al Sudani hosted
Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade Abbas Ali-Abadi. In this
meeting, the two sides explored
avenues for strengthening bilateral
relations and bolstering mutual
trade exchanges and participating in
various fields”

The Iragi prime minister expressed
his country’s readiness to expand
bilateral cooperation in the fields
of petrochemical industries and
fertilizers.

According to this statement,
I[ran’s minister of industry, while
conveying the warm greetings of
[ran’s President Ebrahim Raisi,
emphasized the need for advancing
trade and economic projects in the
face of existing economic challenges
in the region and the world.

PSEEZ begins equipping new dock at Pars Port

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pars Special Energy Economic
Zone (PSEEZ) Organization has begun equipping
dock No. 10 of Pars petrochemical export port
located at the zone in Assaluyeh, Shana reported.

The executive operations of the mentioned
dock, which is aimed at exporting liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG), were started in a ceremony
with the presence of the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) Head Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr.

The NIOC has allocated $30 million for the
completion of the mentioned dock and the project

is being carried out by the PSEEZ.

Equipping this dock will enable PSEEZ to export
2.5 million tons of LPG annually, which will bring
the country $1.5 billion of annual revenue.

Located in the port city of Assaluyeh, PSEEZ is
home to several petrochemical complexes that
receive gas and gas condensate feedstock from
the giant South Pars gas field, which Iran shares
with Qatar in the Persian Gulf.

The zone is the hub of Iran’s exports of major
non-oil commodities including gas condensate
and petrochemicals.

Back in August 2023, the PSEEZ managing
director said 27 development projects with a total
investment of $21 billion were underway in the
region.

Speaking in a meeting of the managers of the
country’s oil industry, Sekhavat Asadi said: “Despite
the sanctions, 150 billion dollars has been invested

in the upstream and downstream sectors of the oil
industry in the Pars Special Economic Energy Zone

The official noted that four petro-refineries are
also being constructed in the zone and after the
completion of these complexes Iran will no longer
need to export the gas condensate produced at
the South Pars.Underlining the fact that South
Pars accounts for 48 percent of the country’s
petrochemical production, the official said: “With
the new projects completed, the South Pars output
will double’Asadi pointed out that the feed for the
petrochemical complexes in this region is supplied
from the gas produced at the South Pars field,
stating that the Persian Gulf Star Refinery, which
supplies 40 percent of the country’s gasoline,
receives 100 percent of its feed from South Pars gas
condensate.

He noted that exports from PSEEZ increased by
40 percent in the previous Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20, 2023) to reach $12.3 billion.

Commodities worth over S600m traded at IME in a week

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian
calendar week (ended on Friday),
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME)
witnessed trade of 2,754,754 tons
of commodities and 29 vehicles with
a total trading value of almost $615
million on its physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange saw on
its metals and minerals trading
floor trade of 2,206,969 tons of
commodities valued at more than
$377 million.On this floor the IME
sold 1186,607 tons of cement,
580,000 tons of iron ore, 346,082
tons of steel, 77,500 tons of sponge
iron, 8,220 tons of copper, 6,440
tons of aluminum, 2150 tons of
zinc, 200 tons of molybdenum

concentrate, 18 tons of precious
metals concentrate and 29 vehicles.
Moreover, the IME witnessed on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 543,046 tons of commodities
worth nearly $233 million.

Commodities traded on this floor
included 212,000 tons of vacuum
bottom, 114,205 tons of bitumen,
105,908 tons of polymeric products,
62,000 tons of lube cut, 36,387
tons of chemicals, 6,400 tons of
sulfur, 3,639 tons of oil, 2,548
tons of petroleum products, 410
tons of feedstocks and 148 tons of
waterproofing materials.

The IME also traded within the
same week 4,741 tons of goods on its
side marketAs previously reported,

IME witnessed trade of 11,980,791
tons of commodities with a total
trading value of nearly $3 billion on
its physical market during the past
Iranian calendar month (ended on
December 21)The exchange saw
on its metals and minerals trading
floor, trade of 9,893,000 tons of
commodities valued at nearly $2
billion.

On this floor the IME sold
5,059,317 tons of cement, 2,279,000
tons of iron ore, 1930172 tons of
steel, 545,000 tons of sponge iron,
58,805 tons of zinc, 39,140 tons of
aluminum, 32,356 tons of copper,
2,275 tons of cast iron, 1,000 tons
of coke, 800 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 175 tons of lead and 60
tons of precious metals concentrate.

Iran to invest €20b for developing petchem industry in Makran region

TEHRAN - The Makran coastal region in

hubs due to its proximity to the Oman

to the development of the downstream

company plans to increase its annual

(APIC),

the country’s petrochemical

Its worth noting that the IME
also traded 5 tons of cotton on its
agricultural trading floor.

Moreover, the exchange saw trade
of 1,944,596 tons of commodities
worth more than $866 million on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor.

[tems traded on this floor
included 648540 tons of vacuum
bottom, 548,923 tons of bitumen,
387,000 tons of polymeric products,
190,000 tons of lube cut, 135,220
tons of chemicals, 23,470 tons of
sulfur, 15,967 tons of oil, 11,652 tons
of petroleum products, 1,925 tons
of feedstocks, 1,000 tons of slop
wax and 200 tons of waterproofing
materials.

economy and that this industry can

southeast Iran will turn into the country’s
third-largest petrochemical hub with an
investment of €20 billion by the end of
the Seventh National Development Plan
(2026), according to the head of the
National Petrochemical Company (NPC).

Speaking to the press on the sidelines
of a visit to Makran Petrochemical Town
in Chabahar County, Sistan-Baluchistan
Province, Morteza Shahmirzaei said:
“Makran region has special features for
petrochemical development and it is
planned that during the seventh National
Development plan, we can have 20 billion
euros of investment in this region””

“Makran is much closerto international
markets than Assaluyeh and Mahshahr

Sea,” Shahmirzaei was quoted by the NPC
news service Nipna as saying.

Back in June 2023, the managing
director of the Negin Makran
Petrochemical Development Company, as
the developer of the industrial and non-
industrial infrastructure of the Makran
Petrochemical Town said attempts are
underway to start the export of products
by petrochemical companies based in
Makran to international markets within
ayear.

“Makran  Petrochemical Town is
under construction on an area of 1200
hectares in the Chabahar Free Zone and
another 600 hectares in the northern
side of the town will be also allocated

petrochemical chain in the near future,”
Alireza Moniri Abyaneh said.

About  $137 billion have been
invested in the construction of Makran
Petrochemical Town which includes 18
production units which, upon completion,
will create employment for thousands of
people, the official added.

The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy,
as petrochemical export is the second-
largest source of revenue for the country
after crude oil. Petrochemical exports
already constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil exports.

According to  Shahmirzaei, the

petrochemical production capacity to
200 million tons over the next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Oil Minister Javad
0ji said that more than 100 petrochemical
projects with a total investment of about
$70 billion have been defined and will be
implemented across the country.

Oji noted that the country will
also be completely self-sufficient in
producing the catalysts used in the
petrochemical industry by the end of the
current  government administration’s
incumbency (August 2025).

As recently announced by the
secretary-general of Iran’s Association
of Petrochemical Industry Corporation

production in the first eight months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-November 21) has risen eight percent
compared to the same period of time in
the past year.

Ahmad Mahdavi Abhari said the
offering of petrochemical products at
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) has
also increased by 660,000 tons in the
mentioned eight months compared to
the previous year’s same period.

According to the official, petrochemical

products account for 30 percent of the
country’s total non-oil exports.

Pointing to the prominent role of the
petrochemical industry in the national

distant Iran’s economy from oil monopoly,
the official said: “last year Iran exported
16 billion dollars of petrochemical
products, of which 80 percent or 14
billion dollars, was supplied to Nima
and the rest has been spent on buying
equipment, goods and catalysts and
implementing petrochemical projects.”

The Islamic Republic’s petrochemical
production increased by seven percent in
the previous Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20), reaching 69.6 million tons.

Over 27.6 million tons of petrochemical
products were exported in the past
year, registering a four percent growth
compared to the preceding year, in terms
of weight.



U.S. attack on Yemeni boats could inflame Red Sea

Yemeni red flag

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- The key to easing
tensions in the Red Sea lies not in
Western military actions in the Red
Sea but in halting support for Israeli
crimes in Gaza.

Growing regional anger over
Gaza’s devastation, where over
21,822 Palestinians, including 8,300
children, have been killed in less
than three months by Israeli military
attacks, fuels Red Sea unrest.

Following a US. attack on Yemen's
Ansarullah, they reported losing
at least 10 fighters in the Red Sea
clashes on Sunday, marking the first
direct US-Ansarullah engagement
since Oct. 7.

Ansarullah stated that their vessels
aimed to secure navigation and
prevent Israeli ships from passing
through the Red Sea.

Despite the US. emphasis on
safeguarding global maritime routes,
the attack caused a significant
shipping halt, with Maersk delaying
all transits for 48 hours, prompting
other companies to closely monitor
developments.

Robert Khachatryan of Freight
Right Global Logistics described the
attackasan “escalation,” emphasizing
the impracticality of military escorts
for all vessels navigating the Red Sea
and Suez Canal

“It's one of the most important,
most vital commercial waterways

in the world John Kirby, strategic
communications coordinator at the
National Security Council, said Sunday
on ABC's Good Moming America.

Moreover, the Biden administration
has been criticized by the US.
lawmakers as well.

Although the attack by the US.
seems to be a sign of escalating
tensions, Rep. Michael R. Tumer
(R-Ohio), chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee, said Sunday
on ABC's This Week that the Biden
administration had been “very timid”

Back in December 19, the US.
announced a global naval task
force to safeguard shipping in the
contentious waters.

However, out of the 20 countries,
only the United Kingdom has directly
contributed  warships,  leaving
Washington to effectively “act alone”

agamst Ansarullah reported Al
Jazeera's Resul Serdar from Djibouti
on the edge of the Red Sea.

Britain also plans to coordinate
with the United States to execute
targeted missile strikes.

The potential targets include
locations in the Red Sea or mainland
Yemen, the base of Ansarullah.

The decision follows a warning
from Grant Shapps, the UK Defence
Secretary. On Sunday, Shapps
stated, “If the Houthis continue to
threaten lives and trade, we will be
forced to take the necessary and
appropriate action”

While the presence of the US-led
coalition at first seemed to restore
some confidence in the route, the
coalition failed to be caried out due
to several reasons.

Firstly, the US. has consistently

supported Israel, overlooking the
extent of war crimes committed in
the Gaza Strip.

Secondly, Ansarullah has
consistently asserted that their
attacks are a direct response to
Israeli war crimes within the besieged
enclave. They have conveyed that
ceasing the Tel Aviv regime's acts of
genocide in the enclave would prompt
an end to their attacks.

Thirdly, it's crucial to note that
Ansarullah has specifically targeted
vessels associated with Israel, not
all commercial ships. The rationale
provided by the so-called coalition
has failed to convincingly sway
countries into aligning with US.
forces in the Red Sea.

While the US. seeks answers to
Ansarullah attacks in the Red Sea,
the coreissueis Tel Aviv's aggressive
actions  against  defenseless
Palestinians.

Al Jazeera's Serdar noted that the
US. naval forces have been unable
to deter Ansarullah fighters, who
continue their attacks amidst Israeli
atrocities in Gaza.

The frequency of Ansarullah strikes
are linked to Israel’s actions.

Military intervention by the US. in
the Red Sea to support Israel could
worsen the situation, potentially
provoking retaliation from the
Yemenis. Resolving the Red Sea
issue hinges on ending Israeli
offenses in Gaza.

The world celebrates 2024 as Israel massacres more children

From page 1 » As the world focused on
celebrating, the Israeli occupation’s army waged
fresh ground offensives in several areas in the
Gaza Strip.

The regime’s warships are now participating
in the latest offensives against Gaza by firing
from the sea and adding to the widespread
Israeli death and destruction campaign inside
the heavily populated yet tiny territory.

With people distracted by their government’s
eye-catching overnight fireworks display to
mark the new year, the Israeli regime killed at
least 100 Palestinians and injured many others,
in a continuation of its pattern of targeting
mainly women and children.

At the start of the year, Khan Younis in the
south of Gaza and other areas in the central part
of the enclave have reportedly been chosen by
the regime to hit the hardest.

Footage from regional media showed
traumatized children covered with blood, tears,
and the remnants of destroyed concrete being
rushed to hospitals as they cried for help.

Hospitals in Gaza are overcrowded and medical
care is limited to simple supplies (as a result of
the Israeli regime’s strict entry of food, water and
medicine into Gaza), which explains why many
children were being treated on the floor.

Other footage showed men and women,
also traumatized, with fear and paranoia
clearly marked on their faces searching for
their own children.

Local sources also reported that the Israeli
military carried out horrific crimes inside the
new areas its forces have invaded, including
field executions of civilians, raiding local
businesses, looting and destroying homes and
facilities, and besieging thousands of Gazans
in their homes while depriving them of food,
water or health services.

This was the same theme of 2023 that
Palestinians in Gaza are set to endure in 2024.

Reports emerged of more fatalities and injuries
sustained among Palestinian women and children
in their homes that were attacked as the clock
struck midnight, while dead bodies spent the start
of the new year on the streets of Gaza as medical
teams were unable to reach them under the
indiscriminate Israeli line of fire.

The occupation’s forces also carried out

random arrests against civilians. Also, the army’s
widespread harassment and torture of Gazans
has been reported again as the clock turned to
2024 in occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem) time.

The Palestinian death toll is approaching
22,000. The number of injuries is close to
57000, but UN experts say this tally, by the
Gaza health ministry, is lower than the real
figures. 70 percent of the casualty figures are
women and children.

Thousands of others have been declared
missing by the Gaza health ministry, presumably
under the rubble.

The regime’s indiscriminate bombardment has
left the majority of the residents in the Gaza Strip
displaced, in what is another war crime.

The Israeli goals, in its war on Gaza, of
«eliminating Hamas» and bringing back its
captives, held by the Palestinian resistance, alive,
is nowhere close to being accomplished.

Experts point out that it will never be
accomplished either even if Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his far-right extremist
ministers carry on their war on the people of Gaza
«for many months».

The Israeli military is using up too much
firepower to kill Palestinian civilians, more so
than the regime and its staunchest ally the United
States can supply for the Israeli army.

In a desperate attempt on Friday, the

administration of President Joe Biden approved
a $150 million transfer of unknown military
equipment to Israel, bypassing Congress to do so
for the second time in a month.

The US. State Department cited the «urgency»
of «Israel’s (offensive) need».

The regime’s leaders have repeatedly claimed
they are closing in on the leaders of Hamas and
other Palestinian resistance factions.

But the occupation army has not managed to
kill or capture any of the top resistance leaders
on the Israeli hit list and has failed to explain how
they believe they can «wipe out» Hamas or other
Palestinian resistance fighters in Gaza with the
political and ideological connections to Hamas.

In another sign of the Israeli army’s fatigue
in fighting on the ground in Gaza, the regime
says it will withdraw more troops from the
coastal enclave.

Marking a New Year for the Israeli settlers,
Hamas fired a barrage of rockets at Tel Aviv, three
months after the Israeli war on Gaza started. The
firing of rockets marked a show of strength that
the resistance movement has the same prowess
that it enjoyed before the regime waged its mad
war on Gaza on October 7, 2023.

Hamas's armed wing, the al-Qassam brigades,
said it had used M90 long-range missiles to
target central and southem areas of the Israeli-
occupied Palestinian territories in «response to
the massacres of civilians by the Zionist enemy».

M7.6 quake rocks Sea of Japan

An  earthquake with a

ontheNoto PeninsulainIshikawa,

reported collapsed houses.

North and South Korea both
issued similar alerts for their
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Israel destroys
1,500 - year-old
buildings in Gaza

More than 100 historic and cultural sites in
Gaza have been damaged or destroyed by Israeli
bombardment since the war started.

It's a big loss for Palestinians - and also for the
wider world.

‘Mr Security’
faces internal and
external pressure
over war

Mahjoob Zweiri, professor of Middle East
politics at Qatar University, says Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu faces an increasingly
precarious  situation  domestically and
internationally over the war.

“Let’s not forget Netanyahu has been called Mr
Security. He ran the country for 16 years. Despite
all of this, in a matter of 87 days, Israel has become
vulnerable economically, politically, and socially
Zweiri told Al Jazeera.

“After the first month, it became clear to me
that Israel will try to extend the war as long as
it can. Netanyahu will go on with this war until
he cannot go on further. He's worried about
the ‘day after’ internally. He's worried he’s not
achieving his goals politically and the goal of
Israel militarily - he’s not weakening Hamas as
promised.

“Most importantly, Israel has becomeisolated and

its image destroyed because of the killing of all those
civilians in Gaza”

Death toll rises to
21,978 in Israel’'s war
on Gaza

Gaza's Ministry of Health has said the total death
tollin Israel's war on Gaza rose to 21978, with 57,697
people also injured

In the past 24 hours alone, at least 156 people
were killed and 246 others injured in 13 Israeli
attacks, Ashraf al-Qudra, Gaza’s health ministry
spokesperson, said at a press conference.

The total death toll includes 326 health staff, he
said.

Israeli forces have destroyed and put out of
service 104 ambulances and 30 hospitals, and
about 99 health personnel are held under arrest “in
inhumane conditions”, he added.
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Putin outlines
objectives for Russia’s
BRICS presidency

Russia has assumed the one-year rotating
presidency of BRICS following its groundbreaking
expansion in 2023, with President Vladimir Putin
vowing that Moscow will do its best to promote
cooperation within the economic bloc.

In a statement released by the Kremlin on Monday
— the first in 2024 - Putin hailed the BRICS expansion,
calling it “a strong indication of the growing authority
of the association and its role in international affairs””

In August, the bloc, which at the time included
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, agreed to
admit Saudi Arabia, Iran, Ethiopia, Egypt, Argentina,
and the United Arab Emirates, while leaving the
door open to accepting new members. Argentina,
however, officially declined the invitation after its
newly-elected president, Javier Milei, opposed the
move, promising that the country would not “ally
with communists” on his watch.

Zelensky vows ‘wrath’
against Russian forces
in New Year address

President Volodymyr Zelensky vowed to wreak “wrath”
against Russian forces in 2024, hours before Ukraine saw
attacks on the first day of the year. Russiaand Ukraine
have seen an escalation in strikes in recent days, including
an unprecedented assault on the Russian city of Belgorod
that killed 24 people on Saturday.

The attack came a day after Moscow launched a
barrage of missiles and drones at Ukrainian cities,
killing 39 people in one of the biggest aerial attacks
since the war began. January 1is a day of mourning
in Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, where 19 people had been
killed, city officials said.

Kishida says Japan
to play leading
diplomaticrolein
“tense” 2024

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida vowed
Monday to put Japan at the forefront of global affairs
in a “tense” 2024 that will see several important
events, including the US. presidential election.

In his New Year’s address, Kishida, who puts intense
focus on diplomacy with other world leaders, said he
will exert leadership “unique to Japan” through summit
diplomacy to “overcome challenges,’ citing issues such
as Russia’s war on Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas conflict.
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preliminary magnitude of 7.6
rocked a wide area on the Sea of
Japan coast Monday, disrupting
the festive mood of New Year
celebrations, with a large
tsunami warning issued for the
central prefecture of Ishikawa.

The quake, which also shook
buildings in central Tokyo,
occurred around 410 pm,
registering a maximum 7 on the
Japanese seismic intensity scale

the Japan Meteorological Agency
said. A tsunami measuring 1.2
meters or higher reached Wajima
Port in the region.

There were six cases of
people being buried alive due
to collapsed houses in Wajima
on the peninsula, the central
government said. A large-
scale fire also broke out in the
city following the quake, while
several other municipalities

The quake was felt in a wide area
from Hokkaido in northern Japan to
the Kyushu southwestern region.
Tsunami warnings and advisories
were issued for prefectures on the
Sea of Japan side.

The Russian  government
issued a tsunami warning for
the western coastal region of
Sakhalin in the Far East following
the Japanese earthquake, the
Interfax news agency said.

eastern coastal areas, according
to local media and authorities.

The quake’s epicenter was in
the Noto region, prone to major
earthquakes. Its depth was
very shallow, according to the
weather agency. Earthquakes
continued intermittently in the
area. A quake with the maximum
Japanese intensity of 7 was last
observed in 2018 in Hokkaido.

Israel faces internal challenges of polarization,

rifts, tensions, extremism and Reverse migration
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Iran to construct five museums
commemorating Sacred Defense

TEHRAN - On Monday, Brigadier General
Bahman Kargar, head of the Foundation
for Preservation of Sacred Defense Works
and Values, unveiled plans to build five new
museums dedicated to commemorating
the Sacred Defense (the 1980-1988 Iraqi
imposed war).

The decision was announced during the
fourth specialized session and workshops
for the deputy tourism chiefs of the
provincial cultural heritage directorates held
at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts, Mehr reported.

Highlighting the efforts of preserving the
profound significance of the Sacred Defense,
Kargar revealed that there are currently 58
memorials across the [former] operational
zones of the Sacred Defense and over 2,500
memorials honoring anonymous martyrs
throughout the country.

“There are currently 24 wmuseums
nationwide focused on the Sacred Defense,
with an additional five museums in the
pipeline for construction,” Kargar stated.

“Our goal is to elevate the number of
museums dedicated to this historical period

=
to a total of 37"

The commitment to constructing these
five new museums underscores Iran’s
dedication to honoring and preserving
the memory of the sacrifices made during
the Sacred Defense era. These museums
aim to provide spaces for remembrance,
education, and reflection on the significant
events and heroes of this crucial period in
Iran’s history.

The majority of those museums are
equipped with a state-of-the-art visual
system including projections and video
walls, while audio recordings relevant to
each period contribute to its charm. They
also showcase arrays of wax figures and
domestically-manufactured armaments
such as rockets, tanks, and artillery pieces
are on show.

Former Iragi President Saddam Hussein
declared war on Iran nearly 19 months after
the victory of the Islamic Revolution, setting
the stage for an eight-year war. It drew to a
close in August 1988 and the United Nations
declared Saddam as the initiator of the
conflict.

Archaeologists discover world’s oldest

wooden structure

Half a million years ago, earlier than
was previously thought possible, humans
were building structures made of wood,
according to new research by a team from
the University of Liverpooland Aberystwyth
University.

The research, published in the journal
Nature, reports on the excavation of well-
preserved wood at the archaeological site
of Kalambo Falls, Zambia, dating back
at least 476,000 years and predating
the evolution of our own species, Homo
sapiens.

Expert analysis of stone tool cut-marks
on the wood show that these early humans
shaped and joined two large logs to make
a structure, probably the foundation of a
platform or part of a dwelling.

This is the earliest evidence from anywhere
in the world of the deliberate crafting of logs
to fit together. Until now, evidence for the
human use of wood was limited to its use for
making fire, digging sticks and spears.

Wood is rarely found in such ancient sites
as it usually rots and disappears, but at
Kalambo Falls permanently high water levels
preserved the wood.

This discovery challenges the prevailing
view that Stone Age humans were nomadic.
At Kalambo Falls these humans not only
had a perennial source of water, but the
forest around them provided enough
food to enable them to settle and make
structures.

Professor Larry Barham, from the
University of Liverpool's Department of
Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology, who
leads the ‘Deep Roots of Humanity’ research
project said:

This find has changed how | think about our
early ancestors. Forget the label ‘Stone Age,
look at what these people were doing: they
made something new, and large, from wood.
They used their intelligence, imagination, and
skills to create something they'd never seen
before, something that had never previously
existed.

They transformed their surroundings to
make life easier, even if it was only by making
a platform to sit on by the river to do their
daily chores. These folks were more like us

than we thought.

They used new luminescence dating
techniques, which reveal the last time
minerals in the sand surrounding the finds
were exposed to sunlight, to determine their
age.

Professor Geoff Duller from Aberystwyth
University said: At this great age, putting
a date on finds is very challenging and we
used luminescence dating to do this. These
new dating methods have far reaching
implications - allowing us to date much
further back in time, to piece together sites
that give us a glimpse into human evolution.
The site at Kalambo Falls had been excavated
back in the 1960s when similar pieces of
wood were recovered, but they were unable
to date them, so the true significance of the
site was unclear until now.

The site of Kalambo Falls on the Kalambo
River lies above a 235 metres (772 foot)
waterfall on the border of Zambia with the
Rukwa Region of Tanzania at the edge of
Lake Tanganyika. The area is on a ‘tentative’
list from UNESCO for becoming a World
Heritage site because of its archaeological
significance.

Professor Duller added: “Our research
proves that this site is much older than
previously thought, so its archaeological
significance is now even greater. It
adds more weight to the argument that
it should be a United Nations World
Heritage Site”

This research forms part of the pioneering
‘Deep Roots of Humanity’ project, an
investigation into how human technology
developed in the Stone Age. The project is
funded by the UK’s Arts and Humanities
Research Council and involved teams from
Zambia’s National Heritage Conservation
Commission, Livingstone Museum, Moto
Moto Museum and the National Museum,
Lusaka.

Professor Barham added: “Kalambo
Falls is an extraordinary site and a major
heritage asset for Zambia. The Deep Roots
team is looking forward to more exciting
discoveries emerging from its waterlogged
sands.”

(Source: University of Liverpool)

Persepolis still harbors numerous
mysteries, documentarist says

TEHRAN - Iranian filmmaker
Pejman Mazaheripur, whose new
documentary on Persepolis was
screened at the Cinema Museum
of Iran on Sunday evening, says the
majestic UNESCO-registered site
still harbors numerous unrevealed
mysteries.

Addressing  the  attendees
during the screening of his film,
Mazaheripur expressed his belief
that despite extensive research
and numerous documentaries
about Persepolis, there remain
untold stories and unexplored
facets waiting for researchers and
filmmakers to delve into.

“This documentary is part of the
Ancient Iran series, initiated in 1396
(2017) and meticulously researched
and compiled until 1400 (2021)]
Mazaheripur said at the start of his
presentation.

“Under the supervision of
Dr.  Shahrokh  Razmjou, the
documentary underwent rigorous
research phases. The initial film
covered the early explorations
[conducted at Persepolis] up until
World War II, with the second film
focusing on the significance of Ali
Sami, the first Iranian archaeologist
who commenced excavations at the
foundation of Persepolis”

Mazaheripur also mentioned
the Italian conservation efforts
that led to the identification and
preservation of various artifacts,
now housed in the National

S

s

Museum of Iran. “The third film
encompasses Razmjou's studies
on specific structures within
Persepolis... along with an analysis
of the intricate details on the
eastern side of the Apadana Palace”

Regarding the challenges
faced during the documentary’s
production, Mazaheripur
highlighted the abundance of
pre-existing  films  focusing
on Persepolis  Achaemenid
era, emphasizing the rarity
of productions dedicated to
archaeological and historical
analysis.

“| firmly believe that Persepolis
still holds wundisclosed secrets,
leaving ample space for researchers
and filmmakers” Mazaheripur
stated.

Referring to  his  recent
documentary, Mazaheripur said:
“We intended to uncover it based

Editing
consumed most of our time due
to the details stemming from our
comprehensive studies.”

on in-depth research.

Reflecting on  personal
experiences during the
documentary’s production,

Mazaheripur remarked on the
challenge of accessing historical
visual documents from various
sources but expressed satisfaction
with the culmination of their
efforts.

Also known as Takht-e Jamshid,
Persepolis ranks among the
archaeological sites that have no
equivalent, considering its unique
architecture, urban  planning,
construction technology, and art.

Majestic approaches, monumental
stairways, throne and reception
rooms, and dependencies have made
that 13-ha ensemble one of the

world’s greatest archaeological sites.

Construction of its immense
terrace was begun about 518 BC by
Darius the Great, the Achaemenid
Empire’s king. On this terrace,
successive kings erected a series
of architecturally stunning palatial
buildings, among them the massive
Apadana palace and the Throne Hall
(“Hundred-Column Hall”).

The terrace is a grandiose
architectural creation, with its
double flight of access stairs,
walls covered by sculpted friezes
at various levels, monumental
gateways, gigantic sculpted winged
bulls, and remains of large halls.

By carefully engineering lighter
roofs and using wooden lintels,
the Achaemenid architects were
able to use a minimal number of
astonishingly slender columns to
support open-area roofs. Columns
were topped with elaborate
capitals; typical was the double-
bull capital where, resting on
double volutes, the forequarters of
two kneeling bulls, placed back-to-
back, extended their coupled necks
and their twin heads directly under
the intersections of the beams of
the ceiling.

Narratives say that Persepolis
was burnt by Alexander the Great
in 330 BC apparently as revenge
against the Persians, because it
seems the Persian King Xerxes
had burnt the Greek City of Athens
around 150 years earlier.

Sassanid temple in southern Iran needs urgent
restoration, cultural heritage devotee says

TEHRAN - Siavash Aria, who is a cultural
heritage devotee and expert, has raised an
urgent plea for the restoration of the ancient
Chahar-Taq of Kohnaru, a revered Sassanid-era
ruined temple situated in southern Iran.

Aria, showcasing images depicting the
current state of the Chahar-Tag, emphasized
its deteriorating condition, ISNA reported on
Monday.

Describing the temple as one of the most
significant and valuable examples of Sassanid
Chahar-Tags in the southern regions of Iran, he
lamented its neglect for over a decade.

Located in Firuzabad county of Fars province,
the structure has suffered extensive decay
with crumbling materials, deep cracks under
the influence of wild vegetation and weeds,
causing degradation and erosion of this
Sassanian heritage.

Natural elements such as rain, sun, wind, and
the passage of time have further contributed
to the accelerated decay and ruin of the temple,
Aria said.

He also highlighted that the [current]
utilization of the Chahar-Tagq for housing
the livestock of nomadic shepherds has
exacerbated the damages. “The presence of
sheep droppings scattered within the temple
precincts has added to its deterioration,
prompting a sense of distress upon witnessing
this situation.”

Expressing disappointment over the lack

of concerted efforts for the preservation of
this historically significant structure, Aria,
based on a decade of field observations, urged
immediate action to safeguard this invaluable
historical asset.

The cultural activist further pointed out
evidence of treasure hunters’ presence within
the temple’s vicinity, resulting in extensive
damage by digging large and deep trenches.

Aria passionately appealed for urgent
restoration and protective measures to be
taken quickly to rescue the Chahar-Taq from its
current state of looming total destruction.

The plea comes as a dire call to action, urging
responsible authorities and relevant bodies to
take immediate steps towards the preservation
and restoration of this iconic Sassanid-era
architectural marvel before irreparable harm
occurs.

Technically speaking, the monument is in
the form of Chahar-Tag, which is an ancient
square-shaped brick room surmounted by a
domed roof.

According to UNESCO, the architecture of
the Sassanid monuments on the property
further illustrates early examples of
construction of domes with squinches on
square spaces, such as in the Chahar-Taq
(Chahartaq) buildings, where the four sides
of the square room show arched openings:
this architectural form turned into the
most typical form of Sassanid religious

architecture, relating closely to the expansion
and stabilization of Zoroastrianism under
Sassanid reign and continuing during the
Islamic era thanks to its usage in religious
and holy buildings such as mosques and
tombs.

The Sassanid era is of very high importance
in the history of Iran. Under the Sassanids,
Persian architecture and art experienced a
general renaissance. Architecture often took
grandiose proportions, such as the palaces at
Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and Sarvestan, which are
amongst the highlights of the ensemble. Apart
from architecture, crafts such as metalwork
and gem engraving grew highly sophisticated,
yet scholarship was encouraged by the state. In
those years, works from both the East and West
were translated into Pahlavi, the language of
the Sassanians.

Tourism in Palestinian territories plunges by $200
million amid Gaza conflict and West Bank invasions

TEHRAN - The tourism industry
in the Palestinian territories has
faced severe setbacks due to the
intense military raids conducted
by the Zionist regime of Israel

Official data reveals that
tourism in  the Palestinian
territories has suffered an

estimated $200 million decline in
revenueduetolsrael'saggression,
resulting in substantial economic
losses, job cuts, and closures of
hospitality establishments, the
New Arab reported.

The impact has  been
particularly severe in Bethlehem,
where tourism has plummeted
by 100 percent, according to the
Palestinian Ministry of Economy.
Ongoing closures and intensified
raids, exacerbated by Israel’s
conflict, have led to significant
financial losses, amounting to
millions of shekels.

In Bethlehem alone, 78 hotels,
90 antique stores, and 450 crafts

operators have experienced
substantial losses, forcing many
to halt operations entirely,
experts reported.

Samir Hazboun, head of the
Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, highlighted the
dire situation, noting that
only 118 tourists have checked
into Bethlehem’s hotels this
month, despite the city having
approximately 5,700 hotel rooms.

“Hotel and tourism activities
have been severely affected, with
commercial factories operating
at only 30 percent of their
production capacity,” Hazboun
told Al-Araby Al-Jadeed, The New
Arab’s Arabic-language service.

Bethlehem, renowned as the
birthplace of Jesus in Christian

tradition, typically draws
thousands of tourists and
pilerims  annually, especially

during the Christmas season.
However, prior to Israel’s military

campaign in Gaza, the city had
seen a significant increase in
tourism, hosting around one
and a half million visitors by
September. However, the industry
had already faced a downturn due
to pandemic-related restrictions
and lockdowns earlier in the year.

The repercussions of the
decline in tourism have rippled
across various sectors, impacting
tour guides, photographers,
pottery  workshops,  street
vendors, restaurants, as well
as clothing and souvenir shops,
causing  significant economic
strain.

Elias Al-Arja, head of the Arab
Hotels Association in Bethlehem,
confirmed that nearly all hotels
in the governorate have closed
their doors. He highlighted the
alarming situation, stating, “Only
400 out of 3,000 workers remain
in the hotel tourism sector, and
the financial losses in the tourism

sector since the onset of the Gaza
conflict amount to approximately
40 million shekels, a 100% loss
compared to the usual annual
income from the holiday period”

The tourism sector, being
among the most severely
impacted by the Gaza conflict,
faces a bleak outlook. Gaza’s
death toll has risen to over 21,110
since October 7, with Israeli
forces imposing a comprehensive
blockade, depriving residents of
essential resources like fuel, food,
and water, further exacerbating
the crisis. Unemployment has
surged in Gaza, with almost 66
percent of jobs lost in the past
two and a half months.

Al-Arja cautioned that a
revival in the tourism sector
may not be anticipated until
at least six months after the
conflict concludes, underscoring
the absence of viable plans to
rejuvenate the industry.



WFP releases Novem ber report on Iran

TEHRAN - The World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) has released a report,
expounding on activities in Iran over
the month of November.

In November, WFP food assistance
reached 33,239 beneficiaries, which
includes Afghan and Iragi refugees.

Of this 28 percent were women,
29 percent were men, 21 percent
were girls, and 22 percent were boys.
Refugees are assisted with a staple
food basket which includes fortified
wheat flour (12 kg per person per
month) and vegetable oil (900 ml
per person per month).

In addition to this in-kind food
assistance, WFP provides cash assis-
tance to 7,329 Afghan and Iraqi refu-
gee households each month.

In November, households headed
by refugee men received Iranian Ri-
als (IRR) 2 million (USS 5.2, accord-
ing to the UN Operational Rate) per
person.

Households headed by refugee
women received a slightly higher
monthly cash allocation, amounting
to IRR 2.5 million (USS 6.6) per per-
son due to limited access to working
opportunities, leading to higher food
insecurity.

To maintain beneficiaries’ pur-
chasing power amid deteriorating
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economic conditions, since June,
WFP increased its cash assistance to
vulnerable refugee women and men
facing serious risks over their food
security and well-being.

In November, a total of 9,230 stu-
dents and their teachers received
snacks.

Also, WFP provided 1,500 refugee
girls with a cash incentive of IRR
500,000 (USS 1.3) transferred to
their bank accounts.

This is a part of WFP Iran’s efforts
to promote education for refugee
girls by providing them with cash for
each month of regular school atten-
dance.

According to recommendations
from the February 2022 WFP and
UNHCR Joint Assessment Mission,
refugees with disabilities were
granted by WFP a monthly cash top-
up of IRR 1 million (USS 2.6) in addi-
tion to their regular entitlement.

WFP implemented a pilot initiative
in two settlements, Shahid Naseri of
Markazi and Mohajerin of Semnan
provinces, providing refugees with
disabilities a monthly cash top-up
of IRR 1 million (USS 2.6) on top of
their regular entitlement. In August,
the program successfully reached 93
beneficiaries out of the planned 100.

Meanwhile, according to WFP’s
2022 report on Iran based on Interim

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2023),
Iran was one of the most affected
countries by the COVID-19 pandemic.

While the pandemic gradually
abated and restrictions were lifted
by mid-2022, the country continued
to struggle with its severe negative
socio-economic impacts, the report
said.

In mid-2022, the Government de-
cided to cut subsidies from staple
food items. As a result, the prices of
meat and poultry, dairy products and
cooking oil increased fourfold over-
night.

Inflation and increased prices of
basic food commodities combined
with local currency devaluation and
reduced job opportunities due to a
stagnating economy have signifi-
cantly reduced the purchasing power
of vulnerable groups including refu-
gees.

Against this backdrop and despite
the tightening of trade restrictions
and external barriers, WFP Iran suc-
ceeded in meeting its plan of sup-
porting over 32,000 refugees living
inside 20 settlements with uncon-
ditional food assistance through a
combination of locally procured in-
kind food and cash-based transfers.

Iran tops PAMA Global Abacus, Mental Arithmetic

TEHRAN -Iranian smart kids ranked first in the
21st PAMA Global Abacus and Mental Arithmetic
Competition.

Hosted by India, the event took place on Decem-
ber 28, at CIDCO Exhibition and Convention Center
in Navi Mumbai.

The championship, organized by a non-profit
organization established in 1999, is an example
of what can be achieved with early intervention in
abacus math and mental arithmetic education.

The purpose of the competition is to allow for
the observation of mental arithmetic skills from
all countries, to promote abacus and mental
arithmetic education, and to improve friendships
among participants from around the world.

This year, some 450 students aged 7 to 15 from
24 countries participated in the competition.

[ranian team ranked first as the team won 2
‘champion of champions’ titles, 19 ‘champion’ ti-
tles, and two were ranked as first and second win-
ners, ISNA reported.

The Iranian team comprised of 23 students
from Ardabil, Bushehr, Tehran, Fars, Qom, Ker-
manshah, Golestan, Lorestan, and Hormozgan
provinces who competed in 5 levels in the com-
petition.

Iran will host the 2024 edition of the competi-
tion.

20,000 residential units to be
constructed for the deprived

The Welfare Organization and the Islamic Revolution Housing

Competition 2023

20th PAMA Championships

In 2022, talented Iranian children ranked first in
the team category of the 20th Pan Pacific Abacus
and Mental Arithmetic Association’s Global Aba-
cus and Mental Arithmetic Championships, which
was held online.

Children in five different age groups, includ-
ing ages 5-7 in Group A, 8-9 in Group B, 10-11in
Group C, 12-14 in Group D, and 15 or older in Group
E, annually attend the contest solving multiple
math equations, including division, multiplication,
square root, cube root, fractions, etc. As many as
572 students from 21 member states participated
in the event.

The Smart Kids Institute holds a national com-
petition annually in August to select members of
the Iranian team to attend the PAMA global abacus
championships. Children from 7 to 13 years of age
take part in the competition to solve some seven
mathematical test sheets using abacuses.

Iranian students’ outstanding achievements

The outstanding achievements of Iranian stu-
dents in international Olympiads have placed the
country among the top five nations in the world.

“The educational system of other countries is
excellent, yet Iran is among the top 5 countries
in the world in the international Olympiads, YJC
quoted Elham Yavari, the head of the National Or-
ganization for the Development of Brilliant Talents
(SAMPAD), as saying.

Yavari pointed to a reform-based plan approved
by Iran’s Ministry of Education in 2011 that defined
a 20-year prospect for the elevation of education-
al standards and improvement of the educational
system across the country.

Iran grabbed one gold medal and three silver med-
als at the 35th International Olympiad in Informatics,
ranking seventh in the world among 91 countries.

The 101 2023 was held in Szeged, Hungary, from
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Foundation signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to con-

struct 20,000 housing units for the financially struggling families,

Mehr reported.

Alireza Tabesh, the Foundation’s head, and Vahid Qobadi Dana, the
Organization's head, inked the MOU during a meeting held in Tehran

on Monday.

As per the agreement, 20,000 housing units will be provided to
breadwinners with disabilities, breadwinner women, and the ex-ad-

August 28th to September 4th.

The International Olympiad in Informatics is an
annual international informatics competition for
high school students from various invited countries,
accompanied by social and cultural programs.

It is one of the several international science
Olympiads held annually worldwide. Exceptional
high school students from various countries com-
pete in the prestigious algorithmic competition to
sharpen their informatics skills—such as problem
analysis, design of algorithms and data struc-
tures, programming, and testing.

This year, the Iranian team took five medals,
ranking third in the 16th International Olympiad
on Astronomy and Astrophysics held on August
10-20 in Chorzow, Poland.

I0AA is an annual event for students who per-
form very well academically around the world.
Established in Thailand in the year 2006, it was
an initiative by five countries including Thailand,
Indonesia, Iran, China, and Poland.

Also, Iranian students took six medals, ranking
1th at the 64th International Mathematical Olym-
piad which was held in Japan on July 2-13, 2023.

IMO is the World Championship Mathematics
Competition for High School students and is held
each year in a different country.

The Iranian students who participated in the
53rd International Physics Olympiad (IPhO) suc-
ceeded in winning four silver medals and one
bronze medal, ranking the country 11th among 111
participating countries, ISNA reported.

The IPh0 2023 was held from July 10-17 at the
National Olympics Memorial Youth Center in Tokyo,
ISNA reported.

In the 34th International Biology Olympiad
(IBO), held in the United Arab Emirates from July
3-11. The IBO 2023 hosted 293 students from 76
countries.
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Anti-narcotics headquarters, UNODC hold
workshop on crimes related to drug trafficking

TEHRAN - Iran’s anti-narcotics headquar-
ters in cooperation with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Iran
held a specialized training on “Investigation
of Crimes Related to Drug Trafficking” for a
group of senior police officers, in Tehran.

UNODC has always been supportive of na-
tional partners through organizing training
workshops for the anti-narcotic force, the UN
website reported.

The workshop topic was chosen after
talking to the officials in charge of the fight
against drugs, and the given feedback by par-
ticipants of previous trainings.

The workshop aimed at enhancing the op-
erational knowledge and investigative ca-
pabilities of Iranian forces for investigating
drug-related crimes.

The specialized training which was designed
to cover topics related to the investigation of
crimes related to drug trafficking was well
received by the participants and assessment
of the evaluation of the training workshop and
feedback received from the participants indi-
cated that the subjects covered by respected
instructors were relevant to their expecta-
tions and in general the training session has
been evaluated and rated as strongly fruitful
and beneficial, the report added.

The workshop
aimed at enhancing
capabilities of
lranian forces in
investigating drug-
related crimes.

This event was organized as part of the
activities foreseen in the framework of the
Sup-program 1 “Border Management and Il-
licit Trafficking” of the UNODC Country Part-
nership Program (2023 - 2026) for the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Global support essential in fight against
narcotics

On October 8, Iran anti-narcotics police
chief, Iraj Kakavand, in a meeting with the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) representative in Tehran, Alexander
Fedulov, called it essential to support Iran in
the fight against drug trafficking.

During the meeting, Fedulov said the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has always been com-
mitted to a serious and decisive fight against
narcotics at the regional and global level, IRIB
reported.

Iran has spent a huge sum of money fight-
ing the war on drugs, and apart from that,
many anti-narcotics forces have sacrificed
their lives in this way. The high number of
martyrs and injured shows Iran’s serious de-
termination to deal with this scourge, the UN
official added.

“Considering the fact that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is at the forefront of the fight
against drug trafficking, the UNODC and the
international community support of Iran
should be proportionate to the activities and
actions at the regional and global level”

He stated since new smuggling routes and
concealment methods are emerging, it is
necessary for the anti-narcotics police to be
equipped with new detection equipment and
tools. Needless to say, the UNODC in Tehran
plays a prominent role in providing some of
these tools.

Kakavand, for his part, highlighted the need to
promote regional cooperation and said, “The An-
ti-Narcotics Police of Iran has always announced
its readiness to collaborate and improve coop-
eration with all the countries in the region and
the world to eradicate narcotics”

Holding meetings with the anti-narcotics
police of Pakistan and Afghanistan in the form
of a tripartite initiative in previous years is a
strong proof of this claim, he noted.

Iran successful in dealing with narcotics

On June 25, Fedulov said Iran should provide
other countries of the world with its experi-
ences in dealing with narcotics.

“The successful experiences of Iran’s an-
ti-narcotics police in the field of combating

drug transit should be made available to all
countries in the region and the world in differ-
ent ways,” he added.

The international community, while becom-
ing more familiar with the countermeasures
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, should provide
more support for the fight against narcotics in
this country, the UNODC official stressed.

Fedulov referred to the strengthening of the
Joint Planning Cell (JPC) and conducting joint
activities with other countries in the fight
against drug trafficking as effective counter-
measures and emphasized the need to boost
cooperation.

In June 2022, Fedulov said UNODC attaches
special importance to the regional and global
role of Iran in the fight against narcotics and,
as a leading United Nations agency, wishes to
provide practical assistance to the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic.

The UNODC Office attaches special impor-
tance to the regional and global role of the Is-
lamic Republic in the fight against narcotics,
and the discovery of narcotics by the law-en-
forcement forces of Iran shows the country’s
efforts with the United Nations beyond the
regional level, he explained.

“UNODC’s current counter-narcotics pro-
gram includes “Border Management and
Trafficking”, “Drug Prevention, Treatment,
Rehabilitation, and HIV Care” and “Alternative
Development and Sustainable Livelihoods”,
ISNA reported.

The second area of our cooperation is re-
ducing the demand for drugs. | should men-
tion that the areas of cooperation include
increasing the capacities of service providers,
piloting a capable family program; imple-
menting a bio-dynamic plan prevention pro-
gram, and establishing a regional center for
the treatment of drug addicts.

UNODC has also provided items, including
body scanners, installed at Imam Khomeini
International Airport to help detect drugs,” he
stated.

The front line

Iran is known as the first station and the
front line of dealing with all kinds of drugs due
to its location on the European transit route of
Afghan drugs.

The fight against narcotics is very expensive
due to the complexity of the mafia level of this
business, a cost that the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been paying alone for years despite
the support claims of the international com-
munity.

On average, more than 90 percent of opium
discoveries, 27 percent of heroin discoveries,
and 59 percent of morphine discoveries in the
world are made by Iran, Mohsen Naziri Asl|,
Iran’s permanent representative to the United
Nations in Vienna, has said.

Some 716 tons of narcotics were discovered
and seized in the past Iranian calendar year
(March 2022-March 2023), he added.

The flow of narcotics into Iran has de-
creased by about 15 percent over the past four
years, Eskandar Momeni, the secretary gener-
al of the Iranian anti-narcotics headquarters,
has said.

The impact of dismantling the financial
foundations of drug traffickers has increased
by about 10 times over the past three to four
years, he said, adding “This has led to a de-
crease of 15 percent in the entry of drugs into
[ran.”

“The rising trend of drug production in Af-
ghanistan started about 20 years ago, after
the occupation of Afghanistan by NATO and
the United States.

Therefore, the smuggling of narcotics has
increased almost 50 times, that is, from about
200 tons in 2000 to more than 9,000 tons,’
Momeni said, ISNA reported.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

God has given man intelligence to deliver himself from
distress and anxiety.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:07 Evening: 17:21

Dawn: 5:44 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:14 (tomorrow)

Persian literature professor Amir Banoo
Karimi passes away at 92

TEHRAN-The Iranian academic and professor
of Persian literature Amir Banoo Karimi passed
away on Sunday at the age of 92.

The veteran figure was living in Tehran; however,
due to the severe deterioration of air quality in the
capital city and the fact that she was suffering
from pulmonary heart disease, she moved to a
friend’s house in Sari City, Mazandaran Province, in
north of the country, where the airis much fresher.
Nevertheless, the change of location did not help
and she died on December 31, 2023, concurrent
with her 92nd birthday, Mehr reported.

Amir Banoo Karimi (1931-2023) was specialized
in classical Persian literature and the work of the
Persian poet Saib Tabrizi (1601-1677). In 2004, she
was inducted into the Iranian Science and Culture
Hall of Fame for her lifelong contributions to
Persian studies, language, and literature.

She was the eldest child of Iranian poet, Seyed
Karim Amiri Firuzkuhi (1910-1984). Born in Tehran
during the reign of Reza Shah, Amir Banoo was
unable to acquire her father’s last name, namely,
Amiri Firuzkuhi due to its political connotations,
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“Amir” meaning king hence, king of Firuzkuh.
Consequently, she was forced to adopt her father’s
first name, Karim as her last name.

Karimi pursued her education in the field of
Persian Literature at the University of Tehran
where she also taught as a professor upon
graduation. She later married Mazaher Mosaffa,
a Persian poet and professor of Persian
literature at the University of Tehran. She had
four children, one of which is the well-known
actor and filmmaker Ali Mosaffa.

Azadi Tower’s cinematheque to open

with “Oppenheimer”

TEHRAN-The cinematheque of Azadi Tower
Cultural and Artistic Complex in Tehran will be
inaugurated on Wednesday by showing the 2023
biographical film “Oppenheimer” written and
directed by Christopher Nolan.

Screening of the film as the first program
of Azadi Tower’s cinematheque will start at 4
p.m., and will be followed by a review session in
the presence of the film critic Maziar Fekri and
journalist Somayeh Alipour, Honaronline reported.

Based on the 2005 hbiography “American
Prometheus” by Kai Bird and Martin J. Sherwin,
the film chronicles the career of American
scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer and his role in
the development of the atomic bomb, with the
story predominantly focusing on his studies, his
direction of the Manhattan Project during World
War II, and his eventual fall from grace due to his

1954 security hearing.

The film stars Cillian Murphy as Oppenheimer,
the theoretical physicist credited with being
the “father of the atomic bomb”. The other cast
members include Emily Blunt, Matt Damon, Robert
Downey Jr,, Florence Pugh, Josh Hartnett, Casey
Affleck, Rami Malek, and Kenneth Branagh.

The film has received critical acclaim and
grossed over $950 million worldwide, becoming
the third-highest-grossing film of 2023, the
highest-grossing World War Il-related film, and
the highest-grossing biographical film.

The Azadi Tower is amonument on Azadi Square.
It is one of the landmarks of Tehran, marking the
west entrance to the city, and is part of the Azadi
Cultural and Artistic Complex, which also includes
an underground museum.

Cartoon of Day

2024
Cartoonist: Mikail Ciftci from Turkey

Imam Reza visual arts festival to

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN-The  visual arts
section of the 21st edition of
Imam Reza (AS) International
Festival will focus on innovation
and creation; the organizers have
announced.

During a press conference
held in Tehran on Monday,
Masoud Nejabati, the
secretary of the festival's
graphic section, highlighted
that the call for submissions
was specifically tailored to
maintain the festival's spirit
of innovation, as art thrives on
constant renewal.

Nejabati emphasized the
importance for participants to
uphold the festival's subject
matter while avoiding repetition.

The chosen theme for the
graphic section is “Tabari,’
reflecting an act of self-
purification and underscoring
the political aspect of Imam Reza
and the divine messengers, he
noted.

He further explained, “We
have based our festival's work
on this theme, encompassing
five core branches in the graphic
design  section: combating
internal and external taboos,
moral abnormalities, economic
corruption, and the fight
against discrimination and
differences.”

“Furthermore, an esteemed
grand prize will be awarded to
outstanding works that explore
the theme of Palestine. This
special recognition aims to
shed light on the significance
of the Palestinian cause within
the realm of graphic design,” he
stated.

In another remark, Mohammad
Khorasanizadeh, the Director-
General of Visual Arts Office
at the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance, emphasized

organizations.

“These organizations have
successfully honed artists’ skills
within a relatively short span
of time, producing exceptional
talents”

“We have witnessed the
emergence of extraordinary
artists through these
organizations. When art is
imbued with a noble subject and
instilled with the best qualities
of mankind, it transcends mere
technicality,” he explained.

Elaborating further,
Khorasanizadeh revealed that
the selected works of the
festival will be showcased at the
prestigious Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art this year.

The museum’s distinguished
platform will provide a fitting
venue to exhibit the artistic
achievements and  creative
expressions of the festival
participants, he mentioned.

Turning the spotlight to the
photography section of the
festival, Rasoul Oliazadeh, the

focus on innovation

be captivating photography
workshops held in conjunction
with the festival.

These workshops aim to
acquaint  artists  with  the
festival's subject matter and
inspire them to capture and
submit their works based on
the valuable teachings imparted
during the sessions, he added.

In a similar vein, Mehdi
Babai, the secretary of the
calligraphy section of the event,
stressed the importance of
utilizing the capabilities of
talented individuals,  while
also emphasizing the need
for continued growth and
development of the event in the
future.

“We have made a conscientious
effort to engage eminent judges
and professors in the selection
process, thereby enhancing
the value and rigor of our call
for submissions. Our aim was
to encourage artists to break
away from repetitive forms
and explore fresh dimensions
in content and format” Babai

that the closing ceremony of
the event will pay tribute to the
exceptional contributions  of
eight female calligraphers.

This act of recognition
acknowledges their significant
achievements and underscores
the significance of gender
inclusivity in the realm of
calligraphy, he mentioned.

The visual arts section of the
21st edition of Imam Reza (AS)
International Festival will be held
in graphic design, photography,
and calligraphy sections.

The Imam Reza (AS)
International Festival is held
annually in various provinces of
the country as well as in several
other countries.

This festival encompasses
various fields such as articles,
plays or screenplays, produced
shows, stories, visual arts, books,
literary texts, poetry, press and
digital works, and radio and
television productions.

The festival will come to an end
in Mashhad on May 19, 2024 that

the importance of recognizing
the role of private visual arts

secretary
announced

of this segment, Temarked.

that there will

Furthermore, it was revealed

marks the birthday of Imam Reza
(AS).

Notable Death in film industry in 2023

Several esteemed filmmakers and
actors who had touched viewers with their
innovation, creativity and humanity passed
away in 2023. The CBS News has had a look
back at some of the most notable ones.

William Friedkin  (1935-2023) won an
Academy Award for the police thriller “The
French Connection” (whose highlight was
the greatest car chase ever filmed), and
shocked audiences with the horror classic
“The Exorcist”.

He was one of the mythic directors
who helped usher in a glorious chapter of
Hollywood in the late 1960s and early 70s,
making innovative and thought-provoking
films that pushed the envelope of technique
and heralded a daring new approach to
challenging material.

Based on a true story, “The French
Connection” dramatized the efforts of a
maverick New York City police detective
to hunt down the criminal mastermind of
a ring of heroin smugglers. Gene Hackman
earned an Oscar for his performance as
Popeye Doyle, a cop who abided by few
rules.

In addition to Hackman'’s win, “The French
Connection” took Oscars for best picture,
director, adapted screenplay and editing.

Friedkin followed with a harrowing film
version of William Peter Blatty’s bestselling
novel, “The Exorcist,” about Catholic priests
trying to free a little girl possessed by the
devil. Starring Jason Miller, Ellen Burstyn,
Max Von Sydow and Linda Blair as young
Regan, the movie was a tale of a crisis of
faith, wrapped in the horror trappings of a
young girl who undergoes terrifying physical
transformations. “The Exorcist” received 10
Oscar nominations, and won two, for Blatty’s
script and for sound.

Friedkin's later films and TV movies
would not reach the box office heights of
“The Exorcist, but they demonstrated his
willingness to tackle uncommercial material.

Irish-English actor Sir Michael Gambon
(1940-2023) earned fame for his stage
work, films such as “Gosford Park” and
“The Cook, the Thief, His Wife and Her
Lover”. But he is warmly remembered by
younger audiences for his portrayal of

Albus Dumbledore in six Harry Potter films.
Gambon took over the role of the Hogwarts
headmaster from Richard Harris, who died
in 2002, beginning with “Harry Potter and
the Prisoner of Azkaban.”

Born in Dublin and raised in London,
Gambon originally trained to be an engineer,
like his father. He started work in the theater
as a set builder, then made his stage debut
in a production of “Othello” In 1963 he got
a small part in “Hamlet” at the National
Theater Company. As a theater actor, he won
three Olivier Awards and was nominated for
a Tony Award.

As a TV and film actor, Gambon won one
BAFTA and two Screen Actors Guild Awards
and earned two Emmy nominations.

American actor Ryan O’Neal (1941-2023)
transitioned from an actor on TV to an
Oscar-nominated role in “Love Story, the
blockbuster tear-jerker that catapulted him
into the front ranks of Hollywood stars in the
1970s.

Appearing in a wide range of comedies
and dramas, O’'Neal cleverly used his boyish
good looks to play men who hid sinister
backgrounds behind clean-cut images. He
starred in Stanley Kubrick’s historical epic
“Barry Lyndon”.

O’Neal’s gift for comedy shone opposite
Barbra Streisand in Peter Bogdanovich’s
“What’s Up, Doc?” and he shared the screen
with his daughter, Tatum, as a pair of
confidence tricksters in “Paper Moon,” for
which the 10-year-old won an Oscar for best
supporting actress.

English actor Tom Wilkinson was known for
his BAFTA-winning role in “The Full Monty”
and Oscar-nominated turns in “Michael
Clayton” and “In the Bedroom”.

Wilkinson was nominated for six BAFTA
awards over the course of his career.
Nominated for nine Screen Actors Guild
Awards, Wilkinson won twice, both as part
of the casts of “Shakespeare in Love” and
“The Full Monty”. He also won an Emmy and
a Golden Globe.

His other film credits include playing
Gotham villain Carmine Falcone in
Christopher Nolan’s 2005 film “Batman

Begins” and former president Lyndon B.
Johnson in “Selma” and roles in “The Grand
Budapest Hotel,” “Sense and Sensibility,”
“Rush Hour” “The Patriot” “Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,” “Snowden”.

American actor and filmmaker Alan
Arkin (1934-2023) played the irascible and
opinionated grandfather of a dysfunctional
family traveling cross-country to enter their
little girl in a kiddie beauty pageant in the
2006 indie comedy “Little Miss Sunshine,” for
which he won an Oscar for best supporting
actor.

The movie was a hit at the Sundance
Film Festival. Fox Searchlight grabbed the
distribution rights for a then-record $10.5
million, and the movie went on to earn more
than $100 million at the box office and four
Academy Award nominations.

In the beginning people paid attention to
Arkin not for his acting but for his singing,
with a folk group called the Tarriers. Later he
joined Second City, a bold new improvisational
comedy group in Chicago. It launched his
acting career. He won a Tony Award for
“Enter Laughing,” and for his film debut, in
“The Russians Are Coming, The Russians
Are Coming,” he received a best actor Oscar
nomination.

The film roles cascaded: “Edward
Scissorhands,” “Glengarry Glen Ross,” and
“Get Smart,” among many others.

On Broadway, he directed the Neil Simon
comedy “The Sunshine Boys,” and Elaine
May’s “Taller Than a Dwarf”.

As Chandler Bing, a quick-witted, sarcastic
member of the coterie of “Friends,” American-
Canadian actor Matthew Perry (1969-2023)
was one of TV’s most beloved actors, with
success that stretched from the 10 seasons
that the show was on the air (from 1994 to
2004), to the following it gained among a
younger generation as a streaming staple on
Netflix.

Starring alongside Jennifer Aniston,
Courteney Cox, Matt LeBlanc, Lisa Kudrow
and David Schwimmer, Perry earned an Emmy
nomination as Bing, a man with commitment
issues. After “Friends,” Perry received more
Emmy nominations too.
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