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How Gen. Soleimani
designed a new
regional geometry
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Hamas deputy leader al-Arouri
martyred in Israeli drone attack
on Beirut

Iran says al-Arouri assassination is the
result of ‘heavy defeat’ in Gaza

Hezbollah’s al-Manar TV reported that
Saleh al-Arouri, the deputy Hamas politburo
chief, was assassinated in an Israeli drone
strike in southern Beirut late on Tuesday.

The Lebanese al-Mayadeen channel also
reported that al-Arouri has been killed. Reuters
reported the deputy Hamas politburo leader was the target, citing
three security sources.

Lebanese PM Najib Mikati said the killing of al-Arouri “aims to pull
Lebanon into a new phase of confrontations in light of the ongoing
daily attacks on the south of the country”.

Mikati also warned against “the Israeli political upper echelon re-
sorting to exporting its failures in Gaza to the southern border to im-
pose new facts on the ground and change the rules of engagement”.

The Iranian foreign ministry also condemned the “assassination” of
the Hamas official by the Zionist regime.
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Nasser Kanaani said the killing was a result of Israel’s
irreplaceable defeat from the resistance factions”.

The spokesperson added, “We condemn the violation of Lebanon’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity by the Zionist regime.”

heavy and

Meanwhile, Imad Harb, an analyst, says Israel carried out the at-
tack in Beirut in search of what has become an elusive win.

“So far, the Israelis have not been able to call a victory in Gaza, so
assassinating Hamas leaders is partly something that they wanted
to do anyway,” Harb told Al Jazeera. “This is an achievement for the
Israeli army and for the Israeli politicians.”

Despite the enormous firepower it has unleashed in Gaza, Israel
has not been able to eliminate Hamas, kill the group’s top leaders in
Gaza or free Israeli captives in the territory.

Meanwhile, UN secretary-general spokesperson Florencia Soto
Nino said the situation is “extremely worrying”.

Israeli troops withdraw under
Palestinian fire

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Residents of the Sheikh Radwan district of Gaza City have
told news media outlets that the Israeli army has withdrawn from
the area after what they described as the most intense ten days of
combat between the Palestinian resistance and the regime’s military
since the Israeli war on the enclave began.

The Israeli military has also pulled its tanks out of Gaza City’s dis-
tricts of Mina and Tel al-Hawa.

Gaza City is located in the northern strip and it is where the Israeli
army first began its ground offensives in the enclave after initially
bombarding the region indiscriminately, in particular the north, for 20
days to try and clear the path for its ground forces to invade.

Three months later, the Israeli regime claimed to have been in con-
trol of the northern part of the Gaza Strip.

News emerging from the north indicates that the resistance has
inflicted heavy losses on Israeli ground forces, compelling them to
withdraw against their will.

According to residents of Gaza City, the regime’s tanks have re-
tained some positions in the suburb where they are occupying the
Gaza City’s main road leading out of Gaza and where residents used
to head to the south.

This is the same road which has been deserted since the war start-
ed after Israeli warplanes repeatedly bombed it, rendering it out of
service.

This shows the regime’s failure to defeat the resistance, despite

widespread claims by its military and government officials that the
northern part of Gaza is under Israeli control. » Page 5

17th intl IRAN LAB EXPO kicks off

TEHRAN - The 11th exhibition of Iranian-made
laboratory equipment and materials named 'IRAN LAB
EXPO 2024’ opened in Tehran on Tuesday and will wrap
up on Friday, January 5.

Supported by the Vice-Presidency for Science,
Technology and Knowledge-Based Economy, the
international exhibition is showcasing 10,500 innovative
products, IRNA reported.

Atotal of 366 technological companies are presenting
their latest technological achievements, laboratory
equipment, and advanced testing.

Moreover, some nine technological products of
knowledge-based companies are planned to be unveiled
during the exhibition.

The 2024 exhibition of Iranian-made laboratory
equipment and materials will display Iran-made products
in 14 thematic sections including “Oil and Petrochemical”;
“Electricity”; “Electronics and Software”; “Civil and
Construction”, “Mechanics”; “Chemistry and Metallurgy”:
“Agriculture and Environment”; “Basic Physics”; “General
Laboratory Equipment”; Laboratory materials”; “Medical
engineering and biomaterials”; » Page 7

Iran’s exports to China rise 24%
in November 2023

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s exports to China increased
by 24 percent in November 2023 as compared to the same
month in 2022, according to China’s Customs data.

Iran exported $405 million worth of products to China
in Novemnber 2023, while the figure was only $326 million
in November 2022, Tasnim News Agency reported.

As reported, the trade between Iran and China reached
$13.4 billion in the first 11 months of 2023, registering a
seven percent decline, year on year.

According to China’s Customs data, the value of trade
between the two countries stood at $14.4 billion in
January-November 2022.

China's imports from Iran reached $4.2 billion in the
11-month period of 2023, which was 30 percent less than
the figure for the same period in 2022. From January to
November 2022, China imported $6.0 billion of goods
from the Islamic Republic.

QOil is China’s main imported item from Iran,
which is not included in the country’s official
customs data. » Page 4

ECO Cultural Institute in Tehran

hosts ‘Afghanistan’s Night”

TEHRAN- The ECO Cultural Institute (ECOCI) hosted
the “Afghanistan’s Night” ceremony on Sunday, in its

Cartoon exhibition on Zionists’
crimes in Gaza launched in
Tehran

TEHRAN-A cartoon exhibition titled “Operation al-Agsa

International Conference Hall in Tehran.

Attended by numerous cultural and artistic activists,
this cultural-artistic event aimed to highlight the
significance of language, art, and culture in reconnecting
individuals with their ancestral heritage, the institute
announced.

In his speech, Saad Khan, the Pakistani president of
ECOCI, emphasized the vital role that these elements
play in allowing people to delve into the historical depths
of their predecessors. Furthermore, Khan stated that
the ECO region stands out as one of the most culturally
diverse and historically rich areas in the world.

It is home to numerous ancient civilizations, making it a
treasure trove for those interested in exploring the past,
he noted.

Afghanistan, in particular, holds a special place not

only within the region but globally, with its invaluable
historical and cultural background, he added. » Page 8

Storm” kicked off at the Iranian House of Cartoon in
Tehran on Monday.

On show there are 42 cartoons and caricatures by
Iranian artists Mohammad Hossein Niroomand, Massoud
Shojai Tabatabai, and Maziar Bijani about the continuous
crimes of the Zionist regime in the Gaza Strip, the Art
Bureau website reported.

Israel’s relentless bombardment of Gaza for nearly
three months has destroyed 70% of the homes in
the besieged Palestinian enclave, according to the
Government Media Office.

About 300,000 out of 439,000 homes have been
destroyed in Israeli attacks. The 29,000 bombs dropped
on the strip have targeted residential areas, Byzantine
churches, hospitals and shopping malls and all civilian
infrastructure has been damaged to an extent that they
cannot be repaired. » Page 8
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Strategic patience does not mean passivity

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed
Iran’s mutual reaction to Israel’s crimes and
quoted Dr. Bijan Pirouz, Professor of Interna-
tional Relations at Tehran University, as say-
ing: «It must be said that ‘reciprocity’ is not a
complicated task that anyone considers Iran
incapable of doing. The basic strategy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in dealing with crimes
is ‘strategic patience’ and ‘pursuing and pun-
ishing criminals’ instead of reciprocating. In a
situation where a range of opinions are based
on maintaining and strengthening the sys-
tem’s deterrence through direct action to take
revenge for Israel's ungenerous assassina-
tions; the evaluation of some others is based
on the belief that the Zionist regime seeks to
get Iran directly involved in the Gaza war and
the formation of a full-scale regional war. So,
accordingly, Iran should not play into the Zi-
onists’ hand. The fact is that, contrary to the
media propaganda, none of the officials of
the Zionist regime have dared to accept re-
sponsibility for the air attack on Damascus on
(December) Dey 4, 1402. But even in the case
of official acceptance of responsibility for this
crime, it should be noted that basically ‘reci-
procity’ instead of ‘pursuing and punishing
criminals’ will never be among the choices of
the Islamic Republic of Iran as a strategy.

Hamshahri: Iran among emerging powers

In an analysis, Hamshahri discussed Iran’s
regional diplomacy and joining BRICS. The
paper said: Iran’s official membership in the
BRICS group along with 4 countries Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Ethiopia, and Egypt has start-
ed to open new doors for Iran’s regional
and international role-playing. Upon the Is-
lamic Republic joining the world’s group of
emerging economies, a new chapter in Teh-
ran’s regional and international cooperation
will take place, with the approach of a more
active presence in the global economy. This
membership is while during the last year,
Tehran has taken significant steps to play
a balanced role at the regional and interna-
tional levels, and by following the strategy of
soft balance in international interactions, it
has succeeded in creating an effective deter-
rence against the Western hegemonic trends
and approaches. Considering that BRICS has
chosen global multilateralism approaches
as its strategic priority, Iran’s joining BRICS
has brought vast political-economic oppor-
tunities and advantages to Tehran. Moving
towards «de-dollarization» and «justly and
multilateralist order» is considered one of
the most important strategies.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Iran does not respond to
Russia’s positions on regional issues

In a commentary, Siasat-e-Rooz discussed
Iran’s reaction to Russia’s recent positions and
wrote: According to Nasser Kanaani, the spokes-
man of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Iran is not
responsible for Russia’s positions on regional
issues. It is obvious that the relations between
Iran and Russia are constructive and moving
forward and based on the interests of the two
countries. Even in the course of developing
Iran’s relations with neighboring countries and
within the framework of the neighborhood poli-
cy and improving the status of cooperation with
important and effective countries in the region,
we were witnessing an increase in the relations
between the two countries in different fields.
However, the existence of diverse relations in
different fields does not necessarily mean the
consensus of the two countries in all regjonal
and international fields. The three islands will
always be for Iran, and Iran has declared its
clear official position in this regard, and in the
conversation with Russian officials, including
the foreign minister of this country, the clear
view of the Islamic Republic of Iran was also
raised. Iran has stated its principled positions
on issues related to sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and it is not kidding about it.

Sobh-e-No: Modern cooperation with
traditional friends

In an article, Sobh-e-No discussed the ben-
efits of Iran’s membership in the BRICS group.
It wrote: The news of the implementation of
Iran’s membership in BRICS can have many ad-
vantages for Iran in terms of politics and econ-
omy. After the Islamic Republic of Iran became
a member of the Shanghai Organization, now
joining BRICS is another turning point in Iran’s
economic and diplomatic record. These mem-
berships show that Iran’s traditional coopera-
tion with China and Russia has reached a more
modern era and these cases of cooperation
have benefits for Iran, which now reaches the
executive stage with Iran’s official membership
in BRICS, and will have an important effect in
neutralizing sanctions. One of the agendas of
the BRICS group can be seen as confrontation
with the Western economic system, which cov-
ers the entire world relations. Now, Iran stands
in the form of a modern coalition of the coun-
tries of the world against Western and Ameri-
can monopolization and has become a member
of the BRICS group in the global transit compe-
tition. Of course, this point is significant that the
internal infrastructure must also be optimized
to keep up with the external conditions.

Iran FM says U.S. mired in Gaza quagmire

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the For-
eign Minister of Iran, has stated that US. law-
makers are stuck in a “quagmire” in the besieged
region, making it expensive for them to escape,
since they are supporting the Israeli regime in its
“genocidal campaign” against the Gaza Strip.

Amir Abdollahian mentioned in a speech at
the University of Tehran on Monday that the
US. is “facing a challenge” and is searching for
a “face-saving option” to exit the Gaza conflict.

“Today the politicians in the White House are
facing a serious challenge. Some believe that
Washington has gone too far and should not
have provided full support for Israel’s genocide
and crimes over the past three months in Gaza
and the West Bank;” he said.

Iran’s top diplomat went on to add that “to-
day, the fact that American politicians have
made a mistake and entered a quagmire in
Gaza represents a challenge in the White
House,” he added. “Getting out of this quag-
mire will be quite costly”

He also underlined that the Tel Aviv regime fol-
lowed its dreams of “destroying Hamas” but they
did not come true.

“They announced that they would disarm
Hamas through military, air, ground, and sea op-
erations, but that did not happen,” he said, add-
ing, “They said they will continue the offensive in
tunnels and hospitals’ basements in Gaza to re-
lease Israeli captives, but they suffered a defeat
and could not free one captive”

He went on to say that Israelis had “reached

a dead end,” and that Americans, who had spo-
ken of “eradicating Hamas,” are now conveying
messages to Hamas and obliquely discussing
captive-prisoner exchanges and ways to control
post-war Gaza in foreign nations.

“It indicates that the resistance is following
the right path and has snatched another major
victory in the past 80 days”

According to Amir Abdollahian, Israel suf-
fered a “political and intelligence defeat” on
October 7 when it started the cross-border
Operation Al-Agsa Strom. Since then, the Is-
raeli regime has suffered a “military and psy-
chological” defeat as a result of Hamas’ 80
days of resistance and retaliation to Israel’s
genocide, with the U.S. assistance.

He issued a dire warning, saying that Israel’s
allies had two choices: either carry on with the
war, get farther into the maze, and suffer a “em-
barrassing defeat,” oraccept a “political solution”
by meeting the demands of the resistance front.

“The first option is the continuation of Israeli
war on Gaza, but the continuation of war means
the continuation of massacre and the continu-
ation of a humiliating defeat for Israel and the
U.S.” he added.

As people around the world enjoyed spec-
tacular fireworks displays that lit up the sky-
line of major cities to welcome 2024, the Israeli
regime pushed ahead with its campaign of tar-
geting Palestinian civilians at a hugely indis-
criminate rate.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran submits second official notification
on assassmatlon

TEHRAN- The Iranian Foreign
Ministry has tendered the US.
government with a second official
notification, seeking arbitration
for the 2020 US. drone strike that
assassinated Iran’s top anti-terror
commander, Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, in Baghdad.

Declaring it on Monday, Tavak-
kol Habibzadeh, the head of center
for Iranian President’s Legal and
International Affairs, said that the
second notice was written and
sent after the United States failed
to respond to the first one on
holding negotiations.

Thenotification requesting arbi-
tration was drafted in accordance
with the Protection of Diplomats
Convention, a 1973 United Nations
anti-terrorism  treatyaimed at
preventing and punishing crimes
against internationally protected
individuals, including diplomatic
agents.

According to Article 13 of the
convention, the first notice seeking
negotiation is delivered to the op-
posing party, and if it does not an-
swer, the second letter requesting
arbitration is issued.

According to the convention,
if the Americans do not respond
within six months of the date of
the request for arbitration, the next
step would be followed, which is
to bring the matter to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, he added.

Habibzadeh stated that the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry issued the
second notification to the US. to
request arbitration between Teh-
ran and Washington approximately
amonth and a half ago, adding that
the US. administration has until

the end of April to react.

On January 3, 2020, a US.
drone strike authorized by then-
US. President Donald Trump
assassinated General Soleima-
ni, commander of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC),
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, sec-
ond-in-command of Irag’s Popu-
lar Mobilization Units (PMU), and
their companions near Baghdad
International Airport.

Legislators in Iraq passed a bill
two days after the assault mandat-
ing that the government remove
all foreign forces, including those
headed by the United States, from
the nation.

Due to their crucial contributions
to the battle against the Daesh
Takfiri terrorist group in West Asia,
notably in Iraq and Syria, both com-
manders were held in the highest
regard throughout the region.

The IRGC launched a barrage of
missile strikes against the US.-run
Ain al-Asad facility in the western
province of Anbar, Irag, on January
8, 2020, in vengeance for General
Soleimani’s assassination.

As per the Pentagon, the coun-
terstrike on the base resulted in
“traumatic brain injuries” for over
100 American soldiers. Mean-
while, the Islamic Republic called
the missile attack on Ain al-Assad
a “first slap”

During an afternoon meeting
on Sunday with the family of Mar-
tyr Soleimani, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, stressed, «The fact that
Martyr Soleimani’s name, memory,
and characteristics are becoming
increasingly well-known is because
of his sincerity.»

He underscored that «Martyr
Soleimani’s most significant role
and service was to revive the Re-
sistance Front in the region.»

The Leader of Islamic Revolution
highlighted that Gaza’s resistance
in the past three months has been
due to the existence of the Resis-
tance Front.

He stated, «Martyr Soleimani
worked diligently to revitalize the
Resistance Front, and he did this
with sincerity, foresight, intellect,
and moral behavior.»

Gen.Solelmanl

On Monday, a top Iranian Judicia-
ry official announced the submis-
sion of the indictment related to
the assassination of General Solei-
mani to the court.

Abbas-Ali  Kadkhodaei, who
heads a special committee
formed to follow up on Gener-
al Soleimani’s murder case from
legal and international aspects,
made the remarks while address-
ing a meeting delving into the le-
gal aspects of the martyred com-
mander’s terror carried out by the
United States’ forces.

The meeting was held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Of-
fice of Political and International
Studies.

Kadkhodaei stressed the na-
tional and international signifi-
cance of the Martyr Soleimani,
acknowledging the widely recog-
nized brutal assassination of this
prominent figure.

Additionally, Kadkhodaei high-
lighted Martyr Soleimani’'s dedi-
cation to defending the oppressed
people of the region, referencing
the Leader of Islamic Revolution’s
recent statement on the neces-
sity of strengthening the spirit
of Resistance Front in the region,
with General Soleimani playing a
pioneering role.

The member of Assembly of
Experts affirmed that the actions
of the martyr in the fight against
terrorism were legitimate, em-
phasizing the inherent illegitima-
cy of assassination and criminal
acts by the United States. “Con-
sequently, the United States gov-
ernment must be held account-
able,” he commented.

Amir Abdollahian hails Ansarullah for resolute pro-Palestme p05|t|on

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the
Foreign Minister of Iran, praised Ansarullah
of Yemen for its resolute support of the op-
pressed Palestinian people against the ag-
gression and atrocities of the Israeli regime.

Amir Abdollahian said this at a meeting on
Monday with Mohammed Abdul-Salam, the
spokesman for Ansarullah of Yemen, who is
in Tehran for negotiations with high-ranking
Iranian officials.

The Iranian foreign minister expressed
Iran’s support for the advancement of talks
with Saudi Arabia and the development of
peace in Yemen in his remarks.

The top Iranian diplomat expressed Tehran’s
support for Yemen’s will and demand.

For his part, the top Ansarullah official
thanked Iran for its steadfast political backing of
the resistance front and briefed the Iranian for-
eign minister of the most recent advancements
in the promotion of peace in Yemen.

Back in September, in an effort to settle the
kingdom’s eight-year conflict with its southern
neighbor, Ansarullah was represented in discus-
sions with a delegation from Saudi Arabia, which
resulted in “positive results”.

In a statement, the ministry supported a po-
litical solution to the Yemen conflict, after the
Yemeni team, along with an Omani mediator, re-
turned to Sanaa following five days of talks with
Saudi officials in Riyadh.

After the Palestinian resistance group,
Hamas, carried out the cross-border Operation
Al-Agsa Storm against the usurping regime in
punishment for its increasing atrocities against
the Palestinian people, Israel launched the
genocidal war on Gaza on October 7.

Despite killing 21,978 Palestinians, predom-
inantly children and women, the Tel Aviv re-

gime has failed to fulfill its aims of “destroying
Hamas” and finding Israeli hostages 87 days
into the assault. 57,697 persons have been in-
jured as a result of the conflict.

Qalibaf blames U.S. for Israel-Gaza conflict

In a separate meeting with Abdul-Salam on
Monday, Iranian Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bager Qalibaf chastised the US. for Israel’s
continued aggression against Gaza.

He went on to add that without the presence
of the US. and its military assistance, the Israeli
regime would not have been able to sustain the
first blow dealt to the regime as a consequence
of the Al-Agsa Storm Operation, which was
started on October 7 by the Palestinian resis-
tance movement Hamas.

He labeled the U.S. the primary source of is-
sues facing the Muslim world and reiterated
Iran’s backing for the resistance front.

For his part, Abdul-Salam expressed the Ye-
meni people’s unwavering support for the Pal-
estinians in their conflict with the Israeli regime.

He praised Iran’s assistance to the Yemeni
people, noting that Yemen’s armaments and all
other capabilities are geared toward serving the
interests of Muslims.

Yemen is presently capable of assuming an
operational posture alongside the resistance
front, according to Abdul-Salam, who also stat-
ed that his country has a strategy that opposes
Israel and the U.S. in the regijon.

Iran, Ansarallah officials discus regional
developments

In another meeting on Monday between with
Abdul-Salam and the Iranian foreign minister’s
senior advisor for special political affairs Ali
Asghar Khaji, they discussed the latest develop-
ments on the ground in Yemen as well as the po-
litical and humanitarian situation in the country.
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The two sides also discussed recent devel-
opments in the region, particularly the situa-
tion of Gaza, and urged for an immediate halt
to the Zionist regime’s atrocities as well as
the formation of a swift and inclusive per-
manent truce there.

Khaji and Abdul-Salam both emphasized the
need of finding a political solution to the Ye-
men issue.

The Iranian diplomat applauded the progress
in the peace negotiations and stated that Iran is
willing to assist in furthering the process.

On Sunday, Ali Akbar Ahmadian, the secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Coun-
cil, and Abdul-Salam met and talked about
matters of mutual concern.

The topics of shared interest and regional
security were discussed by the two parties.
Ahmadian praised the Yemeni government
and people for their bravery in standing up
to the Zionist regime’s savage attacks and
aggression against the Palestinian people
during such hard times.

The Yemeni military has increased its strikes
against Israeli-affiliated ships in the Red Sea
and launched missile and drone assaults on Is-
raeli sites during the last several weeks.

They declare that unless the conflict ends and

Gazans are provided with the food and medica-
tion they require, the attacks will go on.

Shahid Sattari Aviation University is Iran’s drone hub: general

TEHRAN- Brigadier Gener-

of Shahid Sattari

University

Furthermore, General Marvi

al Majid Fakhri, the head of the
Geographical Organization of the
Armed Forces, has recognized
Shahid Sattari Aviation Univer-
sity as a leading center for space
and drone technology in Iran.

General Fakhri also said, “Lo-
cational information is of partic-
ular importance in all wars, and
military students and command-
ers must have locational infor-
mation to be successful on the
battlefield,” the general noted in
the end.

He emphasized the paramount
importance of locational infor-
mation in warfare.

He noted that mllltary stu-
dents and commanders must
possess accurate locational in-
formation to achieve success on
the battlefield, underscoring the
strategic significance of the uni-
versity’s contributions.

During a meeting with Briga-
dier General Majid Fakhri, Brig-
adier General Marvi Nam, Head

underscored the significant ad-
vancements in drone technology
achieved at the university.

According to the general, Sha-
hid Sattari Aviation University
provides comprehensive training
to students, covering all stages
of drone operations. He high-
lighted the diverse applications
of drones, extending beyond mil-
itary purposes to include map-
ping urban areas, towns, and
remote, inaccessible regions. No-
tably, the high-speed capabilities
of drones in mapping non-urban
areas were recognized as a key
advantage.

Nam emphasized the critical
role of drones in aerial knowl-
edge, particularly in remote
evaluation, positioning sys-
tems, and navigation, where
satellite data is essential. He
expressed confidence that con-
tinued synergy and specialized
meetings with experts would
further enhance the universi-
ty’s capabilities.

In the end, General Marvi Nam
stated that undoubtedly, the re-
sult of synergy and the continua-
tion of specialized meetings with
the presence of experts can bring
many blessings to this university.



Iran committed to fight against
terrorism, says human rights official

TEHRAN - Iran’s top human
rights official says the Islamic
Republic is committed to bringing
the members of terrorist groups
to justice.

Kazem Gharibabadi, secretary
of Iran’s High Council for Human
Rights, made the remark on
Tuesday during the fourth trial
session of the members of the
anti-Iran terrorist group MKO.

He continued, “Iran is a major
victim of terrorism, with 23,000
innocent lives lost to terrorist
activities, 17000 of which are
attributed to the MKO.”

He also informed reporters
that Iran has formally requested
Iragi authorities to extradite 38
key members linked to separatist
and terrorist groups situated in
the semi-autonomous Kurdistan
region in Iraq.

Highlighting Iran’s commitment
to security, Gharibabadi urged
both the central Iragi government

and Kurdistan authorities to fulfill
their commitments, especially
in securing the border. The
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) has responded to threats
posed by these groups through
multiple airstrikes targeting their
positions in Iraqi Kurdistan.

Notably, on November 21, 2022,
these groups faced coordinated
attacks deploying missiles and

kamikaze drones. The strikes
targeted the positions of the
Democratic Party of Iranian
Kurdistan (PDKI) and the Komala
Party in northern Iragi Kurdistan.
Simultaneously, kamikaze drones
struck Komala-associated
positions near the city of
Sulaymaniyah.

Gharibabadi expanded on Iran’s
legal actions, revealing a broader

approach beyond MKO. Measures
have been taken against
Pakistan-based Ansar-ul-Furgan
and Jaish-ul-Adl terrorist groups.
The latter is implicated in a
terrorist attack on Rask County’s
police headquarters in Sistan
and Baluchestan in December,
resulting in the tragic loss of 11
police personnel.

Gharibabadi emphasized that
Iran has the necessary means to
implement court rulings against
these terrorists. He stated that
countries  providing  shelter
to these individuals will face
pressure to withdraw support
or expel them once verdicts are
issued.

Highlighting the need to defend
victims, enforce justice, and
confront the impunity of MKQ’s
terrorist acts, Gharibabadi added,
“These principles are integral to
the fight against terrorism and
the promotion of human rights”

Speaker calls for comprehensive explanation
of General Soleimani’s legacy

TEHRAN- Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf has called for a
more comprehensive explanation of the role

of General Qassem Soleimani.

Ghalibaf described General Soleimani as
a role model in all aspects, including his
efficiency, bravery, sincerity, and strategic
thinking.

Speaking on Tuesday, Ghalibaf said that
General Soleimani was a man of action who
achieved remarkable success due to his ability
to overcome difficulties and open new paths.

He lamented that General Soleimani’s
capabilities and effectiveness have not been
adequately explained to the public.

Ghalibaf  highlighted  that  General
Soleimani’s victories across various fields
were the result of his careful calculations and

avoidance of recklessness.

He also emphasized that General Soleimani
was not only a military leader but also an
exceptional role model in the political, social,
and cultural spheres.

Ghalibaf concluded by stating that despite
being widely known, General Soleimani
remains largely unknown due to the lack of
in-depth explanations of his multifaceted
personality and his ability to address complex
challenges.

Ghalibaf urged for a more comprehensive
understanding of General Soleimani’s legacy
and his significance as a role model for all
[ranians.

Taliban urges Iranlan investment in Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Inarecentdiplomatic
overture, the acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs for the Taliban

economic actors, urging them
to assume a more active role

Notably,  the diplomatic
discussions did not shy away
from

engaged in extensive discussions
with key economic stakeholders
from both Afghanistan and Iran.

This diplomatic exchange took
place during the Minister’s official
visit to Mashhad, as reported by
the Tasnim News Agency.

The primary focus of these
high-level meetings was to
encourage and promote increased
participation in the Afghan
economic market. The Taliban’s
Foreign Minister emphasized the
untapped potentialand numerous
economic opportunitiesthat could
be harnessed through proactive
engagement. The discussions

were not merely about economic
transactions but aimed to lay the
groundwork for a sustained and
mutually beneficial collaboration
between the two nations.

The diplomatic visit
underscored the importance
of fostering a strong economic
partnership between Afghanistan
and Iran. The Foreign Minister’s
message resonated with

in shaping the trajectory of the
Afghan market. This emphasis
on  collaborative  economic
efforts reflects a strategic move
towards building a resilient and
interdependent relationship.

In his statements, the Taliban’s
Foreign  Minister  conveyed
a positive outlook for the
future, expressing hope for a
trajectory of mutual benefit and
shared prosperity. Gratitude
was extended for the warm
reception accorded by the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the officials
of Khorasan Razavi Province,
signaling a diplomatic gesture
aimed at strengthening ties.

addressing  geopolitical
challenges. The Minister
highlighted the unsuccessful
attempts by external forces
to sow discord between the
two Muslim countries. Despite
these efforts, he maintained
an optimistic stance, citing
the prevailing atmosphere of
trust and cooperation between
Afghanistan and Iran.

This  positive  sentiment,
cultivated through diplomatic
exchanges and economic

discussions, is seen as a solid
foundation for a promising and
collaborative future between the
two nations.

Gaza war exposes intelligence failures in Israel, America: IRGC advisor

TEHRAN- An advisor to the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) asserted that
the ongoing conflict in Gaza is indicative of
the intelligence failures of both Israel and the
United States.

Hossein Taeb, speaking on Monday,
highlighted that extensive background
work over two years was carried out for
the Al-Agsa Storm Operation, and yet,
the Zionists remained oblivious to these
preparations.

Taeb described the Gaza war as a significant
showcase of liberal democracy’s crimes,
emphasizing that it reveals both human and
environmental atrocities.

The conflict, according to him, serves as

an exhibition of genocide throughout history,
where the Zionists show no discrimination,
causing destruction to individuals, educational
institutions, residential areas, infrastructure,
and religious sites.

He underscored that the Zionist strategy
involves targeting any perceived threat
without distinguishing between friend or foe.

Taeb argued that the model of liberal
democracy not only impacts Muslims
negatively but also affects Jews.

In conclusion, he pointed out that the
Gaza war highlights the failure of Western
hegemony, challenging the American belief
that the 21st century would be dominated
by the United States. After 248 years since

America’s establishment and 76 years since
the establishment of the Zionist regime,
Taeb suggested that Israel is now on the
brink of collapse.

Iran’s defense minister sends New Year wishes,
condemning Gaza violence

TEHRAN-  Iran’s  Defense

Minister extended his warm

Minister has sent New Year
greetings to his counterparts in
several countries, calling for a
year free of violence.

Brigadier General Mohammad-
Reza Ashtiani also wished a new
year filled with peace, justice,
freedom, spirituality, morality,
and progress.

In his New Year message

to his counterparts in various
countries, the Iranian Defense

greetings and expressed
heartfelt wishes for a year
brimming with love, friendship,
and peace. He highlighted the
significance of the New Year
as a time to reflect on the past
and embrace new beginnings,
fostering harmonious
relationships and striving for a
more peaceful world.

Brigadier General Ashtiani
sent the message to his
counterparts in  Indonesia,

Armenia,  Uzbekistan, Italy,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Turkey, Russia,
Serbia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,

Georgia, Poland, South,
Burkina Faso, Bolivia, Thailand,
Philippines, China, Zimbabwe,

Japan, Syria, Sierra Leone, Iraq,
Congo, Kenya, Cuba, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali,
Niger, Nigeria, Venezuela, India,
Korea and Vietnam.

The Minister of Defense of the
Islamic Republic of Iran conveyed

the following message:

As we step into the year 2024,
the closing months of 2023
have borne witness to a tragic
scenario unfolding in Gaza—a
disturbing spectacle of genocide,
war crimes, and the merciless
massacre of children and
defenseless Gazans.

Perpetrated by the Zionist
regime, these heinous acts have
stirred anger among freedom
seekers across the globe.

Iran to continue
cooperation with
Eleni Kapogianni

TEHRAN - Iran Basketball Federation is going
to continue its cooperation with Greek head
coach Eleni Kapogianni.

Under her leadership, Iran’s Women'’s National
Basketball Team reached the final of the Asian
Championship in Division B, where Team Melli
suffered a narrow 55-54 loss against Indonesia
and failed to advance to Division A.

After winning back-to-back Greek Women’s
Basketball League Championships  with
Panathinaikos Women'’s team, 54-year-old head
coach Kapogianni took charge of Iran.

Kapogianni had a contract with the Iranian
Basketball Federation for about three months
which ended in August 2023.

According to Fattaneh Malek, vice president of
Iran Basketball Federation, Kapogianni will travel
to Tehran in February to sign a new contract.

“Greeks and Iranians have many similarities
as nations. We are old nations with big history,
huge culture and civilization so | always enjoy to
see this high numbers of educated and cultured
people. These are the things made me feel at
home and welcoming since my first days in Iran
and | believe we are very much alike,” she said.

“It is still difficult to say these similarities
between countries were as much important
to be a main driver of our success. They might
have helped me to manage our team better
and maybe they have not. | guess what is clear
is that personality, human and coaching skills
would be a more acceptable answer for your
question, | mean how we connect with people
and when it comes to my job, how we connect
with our players.”

“l am the kind of coach tend to connect with
heart, not with brain, and | believe on my own
mantra which says ‘if you want to get the best
results of something, you should connect with
heart. That's all, | try to see my players and the
whole team staff as my partners and love, so
these are the things may help me a lot through
every journey | enter;” Kapogianni concluded.

Azmoun to join Iran
football team after
Atalanta match

TEHRAN - AS Roma striker Sardar Azmoun
will join Iran national football team after the
match against Atalanta.

The media outlets had reported that the Seria
A club will not release Azmoun but it seems the
forward has been allowed to join Team Melli.

Azmoun is a mainstay player of Amir
Ghalenoei’'s team in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup.

Iran have been drawn in Group C along with
the UAE, Hong Kong and Palestine.

Roma are scheduled to host Atalanta on Jan.
7 in Stadio Olimpico. Azmoun will travel to Doha
after the match.

“The Football Federation has sent an official
letter to the Roma club and according to FIFA
rules, Sardar Azmoun has requested the
presence of Sardar Azmoun in the national team
and is negotiating with the Roma management
to obtain approval for the presence of this
player, therefore the Football Federation awaits
the end of the AFC ultimatum (in 12 days): the
Italian club’s decision to release this player and
join him in the national team’s training camp is
awaited, after which the final list will be drawn
up and the 26 national team members who will
participate”

Golmohammadi
steps down as
Persepolis head
coach

TEHRAN - Persepolis head coach Yahya
Golmohammadi stepped down on Monday from
his role.

He has resigned from his role due to financial
problems.
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Golmohammadi was going to strengthen
Persepolis in the January transfer window
but it seems the club have failed to meet his
expectations.

Persepolis, the most decorated Iranian
football team, are going to defend their title
but they have the difficult task ahead since
Esteghlal, Sepahan and Tractor are also title
contenders in the 2023/24 Iran’s Persian
Gulf Pro League (PGPL) season.

The Iranian top-flight club have yet to
react to Golmohammadi’s decision.

Persepolis on Monday share the spoils
in a 2-2 draw with Mes Rafsanjan and
remained in third place, two points behind
archrivals Esteghlal.

Faraji top of ITTF
world ranking

TEHRAN - Benyamin Faraji from Iran
sits top of the International Table Tennis
Federation (ITTF) Youth Ranking.

Faraji leads the ranking in the Boys’ Single
U15 with 3220 points.

South Korean Lee Seungsoo is second
with 2080 points and Steven Moreno from
Puerto Rico sits third in the ranking with
1925 points.

Faraji claimed a gold medal at the WTT
Youth Contender Almaty 2023 in July.

Inter offer €3min
annual salaries to
Taremi: Report

TEHRAN - Iranian striker Mehdi Taremi
is expected to leave FC Porto to join Italy’s
Inter Milan when his current contract with
the Dragons comes to an end, in June 2024,
SAPO a Portuguese portal has announced
in its latest report.

About to end Mehdi Taremi’s contract
with FC Porto, Taremi should even head
to Italy to represent Inter Milan, SAPO
announced in its report.

The website added that Tarami’s wage in
Inter Milan will be €3 million per year.

Born on July 18, 1992, Taremi has been
nicknamed the Persian Gulf Boy in Portugal
since celebrating his 100th match in Porto’s
jersey on August 20, 2022.

Iran handball
to participate
in Russia’s
tournament

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s handball team
will take part at a four-team tournament
in Russia.

Team Melli will depart for the Moscow
Wednesday morning to compete at the
event.

The tournament will bring Russia,
Belarus, Morocco and Iran together.

Iran will participate in the event as part
of preparation for the 2024 Asian Men'’s
Handball Championship.

The Asian championship will be held in
Manama, Bahrain from January 11 to 25,
2024.

Iran have been drawn in Group B along
with South Korea, China, and New Zealand.

The 2024 Asian Men’s Handball
Championship will be the 21st edition of
the championship, under the aegis of Asian
Handball Federation (AHF).

It will be the third time in history that
the championship will be organized by the
Bahrain Handball Federation. It also acts
as a qualification tournament for the 2025
World Men’s Handball Championship, with
top four teams from the championship
directly qualifying for the event.

If New Zealand finishes inside the
top five, they are qualified as well as the
representative of Oceania.
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Over 61.7m tons of oil products loaded,
unloaded in ports in 9 months

TEHRAN - As reported by Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO), 61741198 tons
of oil products were loaded and unloaded in the
ports of country during the first nine months
of the present Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21,2023).

As reported, the loading and unloading of oil
products in the mentioned nine-month period
rose 5.3 percent, year on yearThe PMO has also
reported that the loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran increased by 6.1 percent in the
first nine months of the present year, as compared
to the same period of time in the past year.

As the organization reported, 172,767,051 tons
of commodities were loaded and unloaded in the
ports during the nine-month period.

During the said period, loading and unloading
operations in the container sector reached
1,917,354 TEUs, which was 4.3 percent more than
the figure of the same time span in the previous
year.Based on the data previously released by the
Transport and Urban Development Ministry, the
loading and unloading of goods in the ports of
Iran rose 17 percent during the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), as
compared to the preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the loading and
unloading of goods in the country’s ports reached
152.91 million tons in the previous Iranian calendar
year, while the figure stood at 130.69 million tons
in the preceding year.

During the said year, loading and unloading

operations in the container sector reached 2.1
million TEUs with a weight of 24.57 million tons,
which was 13.5 percent more than the 1.85 million
TEUs in the Iranian calendar year 1399, the report
saidThe loading and unloading of goods during
the previous year also grew by 12.8 percent in the
dry bulk sector, while in the liquid bulk sector, the
figure increased by 12.6 percent, in the general
cargo sector rose by 13.1 percent, and in the oil
sector grew by 22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the US. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and imports play a
significant role in this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more development of
them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government to
define projects for more development of the
ports and also take some measures to encourage
investment making in ports, in addition to
facilitating the loading and unloading of goods,
especially basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization has defined a high number
of projects to develop and improve the country’s
ports, as the country aims to double the capacity
of its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of the
country’s ports has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended in
March 2014) to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended in
March 2021).

1,000 units of National Housing
Movement completed

TEHRAN - As announced by the head of the
National Land and Housing Organization, 1,000
units of the National Housing Movement have
been completed across the country and are ready
to be handed over to applicant, Mehr News Agency
reported.

“Our priority at the Ministry of Transport and
Urban Development is to accelerate the progress
of the National Housing Movement program and
we must know that the faster completion of these
projects, even for one day, means solving the
housing problem for a family,” Arsalan Maleki said.

After National Housing Action Plan (started
in 2018), National Housing Movement is the
government’s second major program to provide

affordable housing units for the low-income
classes.

The operation for the construction of 209,212
residential units of the National Housing
Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned operation
and also to launch some development projects
in the housing sector was attended by former
Transport and Urban Development Minister
Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in July 2022, the minister inaugurated a
project for the construction of the first group of
affordable housing units for laborers under the
framework of the National Housing Movement.

Manufacturing of heavy vehicles up 21%

in 9 months yr/yr

TEHRAN - The production of heavy vehicles
including trucks, mini-trucks, and tractors
increased by 21 percent in the first nine months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2023) as compared to the same
period in the previous year.

Based on the Industry Ministry data, 27,829
heavy vehicles were manufactured in the
mentioned nine months while the figure was

23,089 in the previous year's same nine months,
Fars News Agency reported.

Car manufacturing in Iran rose 13 percent in the
said nine months as compared to the same period
in the previous year.

Iranian carmakers managed to manufacture
over 989,913 vehicles in the first nine months of
the current year while the figure stood at 887,612
in the corresponding period of the previous year.

Iran’s exports to China rise 24%

From page 1 » The Asian country’s
exports to Iran, however, grew by
nine percent in the first 11 months
of 2023 to reach $9.2 billion. In the
same period of 2022, China exported
$8.4 billion worth of goods to Iran.

In late December, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) announced
that the country exported
commodities valued at $10.3 billion
to China during the first nine months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-Decemebr 21).

According to Mohammad Rezvani-
Far, China was the top export
destination of Iranian goods in the
mentioned nine-month period.

Also, exporting commodities
valued at $137 bhillion to Iran,
China was Iran’s second source of
imports in the first nine months
of the present year, the IRICA head
announced.

According to the data released by
China’s customs administration, the
Islamic Republic and China traded
$15.795 billion worth of commodities
in 2022, $1.035 billion more than the
figure for 2021.

As reported, China’s exports to
Iran grew by 14 percent in the period
under review compared to the
preceding year to reach $9.44 billion.
The Asian country exported $8.258
billion worth of goods to Iran in 2021.

The value of Iran’s non-oil
exports to China, however,
registered a two-percent decrease
in 2022, reaching $6.355 billion.
Iran exported $6.502 billion worth
of goods to China in 2021.

Iran’s share of China’s total
global trade last year was only
0.25 percent. China’s trade with
the world reached $6.308 trillion in
2022, of which $3.593 trillion was
the share of the country’s exports
and $2.715 trillion was related to
imports. China’s global trade grew
by 4.4 percent last year.

China is one of Iran’s main trade
partners that has maintained strong
trade ties with the Islamic Republic
despite the strict U.S. sanctions.

Iran’s Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi
said the 25-year  strategic
partnership plan between Iran and
China has entered a new phase with
new agreements being reached
between various ministries of the
two countries.

According to Khandouzi, the

mentioned agreements have been
reached between the two sides

inN

: 9

during the visit of Iran’s delegation
to the 6th China International Import
Expo (CIIE).

“Specific projects were defined
between the government
departments of the respective
ministries of Iran and China, and
agreements were reached on the
details of the implementation of the
mentioned projects,” Khandouzi said.

Regarding the private sectors
of the two countries, some Iranian
companies operating in China and
some large Chinese companies
operating in Iran faced obstacles,
which were discussed and resolved
by the relevant authorities, he
explained.

“We are going to witness a
significant growth in economic
cooperation  and  investment
between the two sides with the
implementation of these projects,’
the minister noted.

Headed by Iran’s First Vice
President, Mohammad Mokhber,
a senior delegation comprised
of Economy Minister Ehsan
Khandouzi, Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Abbas Aliabadi, as
well as the deputies of various
ministries and the economic deputy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
visited China in early November to
attend the 6th CIIE.

Iran and China officially signed
the document for 25-year
comprehensive  cooperation in
March 2021.

The document was signed
between Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi at
the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran and
China finalized 16 memorandums
of understanding (MOU) under the
framework of the two countries’
strategic 25-year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-
China comprehensive cooperation
program summit which was held
in Tehran on December 13 in the

More than 28.7m tons of basic
goods imported in 9 months

TEHRAN- According to a report
released by the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), 28.737 million tons of basic
commodities worth $48.358 billion
were imported to the country
during the first nine months of
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TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Union
of Medical Equipment Manufacturers
and Exporters has said 70 percent
of the medical equipment used in
the country is made by domestic
producers, IRIB reported.

According to
Yaghoubzadeh, currently, 100 percent
of normal hospital beds, more than 95
percent of special ICU and CCU beds,
and more than 85 percent of operating
room medical equipment, such as

the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-December 21, 2023).

The IRICA data indicates that the
nine-month import of the basic
goods shows 12.29 percent rise in
value, and 6.04 percent growth in
weight, year on year.

ovember 2023

presence of Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and China’s
Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on four
areas explored by four committees
between the two countries with
the aim of paving the way for the
implementation of the 25-year
agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20
memoranda of understanding in the
presence of the presidents of the two
countries in Beijing in mid-February.

Heading a high-ranking
delegation, Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raisi was on a three-day state visit
to China starting February 14.

During President Raisi's visit
to China, Tehran and Beijing
signed a number of bilateral
cooperation documents in the
fields of agriculture, trade, tourism,
environmental protection, health,
disaster relief, culture, and sports.

The documents include
agreements in the field of
transportation ~ and  industry

worth $12 billion and $3.5 billion,
respectively; the agreements cover
various joint projects like the high-
speed rail link between Tehran and
Mashhad, and investment in the
Imam Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeastern
Mokran Coast and the purchase of
Iranian oil were also mentioned in
the documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an example
of the high level of mutual trust
between China and Iran, as well as a
milestone for bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July, the agreements
signed between Iran and China
during President Raisi's trip to
Beijing in mid-February were turned
into specified projects during the
two countries’ joint cooperation
committee meeting, the Iranian
finance and economic affairs
minister announced.

Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran for
Beijing on July 12 to attend the Iran-
China Joint Cooperation Committee

meeting, which was held after four
and half years.

“With the constructive
atmosphere of the committee, we
will soon witness good events in the
fields of business and investment”,
the official wrote on his Twitter
account on July 16.

Khandouzi further announced
that Iran and China are going to
begin the execution of some joint
projects agreed upon in February by
the presidents of the two countries,
as of the following month.

According to the minister, the
necessary follow-ups regarding the
mentioned projects have been made
over the last five months and the
final decisions for the start of their
implementations were made during
a joint business event on July 13.

“President Raisi had an important
trip to Beijing last winter and good
agreements were made with the
president of China; in this regard, the
necessary follow-ups were made
by various ministries during the
last five months, and on Thursday
(July 13) the first joint committee
between Iran and China was held
after 4.5 years,” Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest trading
partner and the most important
destination for the export of Iranian
goods and an important part of our
imports are also from China. Last
year, China’s share in Iran’s (non-oil)
trade was 24 percent,” the minister
added.

Back in early April, the Chinese
ambassador to Tehran said: “This
year is a good year for Iran-China
relations”

Chang Hua made the remarks
in a meeting with the members of
the Iran-China Joint Chamber of
Commerce and a number of Iranian
traders and businessmen, who
conduct trade with China, held at
the place of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) in Tehran.

Referring to China's growing
economy, the envoy said this
year is a good year for Iran-China
relations, adding that during the
meeting between the leaders
of the two countries, important
agreements were made, including
the implementation of the 25-year
cooperation agreement between
the two countries, and a number of
bilateral cooperation documents
were signed in the fields of
agriculture, tourism, culture, relief,
and rescue, etc.

TEDPIX loses 9,500 points

on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main
index of the Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), lost 9,538 points
(0.44 percent) to 2,158,788 on
Tuesday, which is the fourth day
of Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of

the four Iranian stock ~ exchanges,
and the most important one. The
otherthree onesarelran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-
the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

70% of Iran’s medical equipment
produced domestically

Abdolreza

reduced to $600,000.

The official noted that allocating
subsidized foreign currency to the
import of medical equipment has
resulted in the surplus imports of such
products so that the imports are more
than the actual needs of the country.

According  to
considering Iran’s population and
per capita income of the people, the
medical equipment market of the
country is less than one percent of the

Yaghubzadeh,

billion is imported.

According to the official, there

project through a public tender. Therefore, the applicants are allowed to have 10
days after the date of 1%t publication of the tender notice in the newspaper to
participate in this tender.

are currently over 1000 medical
equipment production units active
across the country of which up to 400
are knowledge-based or startups.

“We export to more than 60
foreign  countries, and many
European countries are among the
export destinations of our products;
the value of our exports in the past
few years has been up to 30 million
dollars,” he said.

global market for such products.

“If we divide the world’s medical
equipment market which is 400 billion
dollars to the population, one percent
of this figure that is four billion dollars
would be the value of Iran’s medical
equipment market,” he explained.

Yaghubzadeh further noted that,
currently over $3.0 billion worth
of medical equipment is produced
inside the country, and about $1.0

anesthesia machines, ventilators,
electrocautery, and other equipment
are manufactured inside the country
with advanced technical knowledge.

Putting the current imports of
the mentioned products at about
$10 billion, Yaghoubzadeh said if
the government cuts the subsidized
foreign currency allocated for the
import of medical equipment, the
annual imports of such items will be

To download the tender documents, please visit the tender’s section of the IOEC's
website: WWW.IOEC.COM/TENDERS, and Please do not hesitate to contact
with Transaction Committee office with Tel: +9821-82841902 (or) with Tel:

\+9821-8284274O under sign for any inquiries and more information. p
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From page 1 » These claims have
all turned out to be fake propaganda
and depict a heavy failure for the
regime that initially stated Hamas
command centers and its leaders
were «hiding» in the north.

It also reflects the truth of the
Palestinian resistance when it
was regularly announcing that its
fighters were “fiercely resisting”
the Israeli ground forces in
northern Gaza.

On Sunday, the regime’s
WallaNews website reported that
the Israeli army is withdrawing its
551st Brigade, the 14th Brigade,
and three reservist brigades from
Gaza following an assessment of
the fighting there.

Israeli media reports also
alluded to a significant retreat
by the regime’s forces in the
northwest of Gaza City.

More than a week ago, one of the
regime’s oldest and most decorated
units, the 13th Golani Brigades, was
pulled out from the fighting, mainly
in northern Gaza, after more than 72
of its troops were killed in combat.

The decision to  withdraw
the Golani unit came after the
Palestinian  resistance  inflicted
heavy losses on it.

Experts say the regime has also
taken into account that the fatalities
included a number of its most senior
commanders.

In its latest statement, Hamas's
armed wing, the al-Qassam
brigades, announced that during
the past four days, the resistance
fighters have been able to
completely or partially destroy 71
military vehicles.

According to its spokesman Abu
Ubeida, the al-Qassam brigades
have “killed 16 Zionist soldiers and
carried out 42 military missions
that left a number of enemy soldiers
dead and wounded”

In the neighborhoods of al-Dargj

Palestinian fire

Regime pulls out units of military from Gaza amid fierce clashes with the resistance

and al-Tuffah in Gaza City (where
the Israeli regime claims to be in
control of), the al-Qassam brigades
announced that its resistance
fighters were able, in the space
of 48 hours, to target 26 Israeli
military vehicles.

The number of Israeli military
vehicles that the Palestinian
resistance  has  partially  or
completely destroyed has reached
around 1,000.

Al-Qassam said it had detonated
a minefield against Israeli special
forces after entering the makeshift
Hebron military base east of the
al-Tuffah  neighborhood,  where
the resistance “confirmed that 15
Zionist soldiers were killed in the
operation, while Israeli ambulances
and helicopters were seen rushing
to transport the dead and wounded”

To the east of the neighborhood,
the al-Qassam Brigades targeted
five Israeli vehicles and blew
up a tunnel where a number of
occupation soldiers had been holed
up inside, leaving them dead and
wounded, according to Hamas.

Likewise, al-Qassam says its
resistance fighters attacked a site
where Israeli military vehicles had
gathered with Tandem shells and
anti-personnel bombs, which «led
to the killing and wounding of a
number of them», in addition to

taking control of an Israeli drone
that was on an intelligence mission
in Beit Hanoun in the northern
Gaza Strip.

In tumn, the armed wing of
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the al-
Quds brigades, announced that

an lsraeli tank and an Israeli
caterpillar D9 military bulldozer
were targeted with tandem and
RPG shells in the same areas.

The operation by Palestinian
Islamic Jihad highlights a strong
level of coordination between its
armed wing and the armed wing
of Hamas.

As lsraeli frustration with
its failure to take control of
the north grows, the regime
has, in recent weeks, turned its
attention to the south and in
particular the city of Khan Younis
and its surrounding areas.

Al-Qassam says its fighters have
targeted three Israeli soldiers with
an anti-personnel missile, killing
and wounding them in the town of
al-Qarara, just north of Khan Younis.

Reports suggest the resistance
fighters also detonated a booby-
trapped tunnel where Israeli ground
troops entered the same town, in
addition to detonating a house that
had been previously booby-trapped
with explosive devices after a
number of occupation soldiers were

holed up inside, causing fatalities
and injuries.

Furthermore, in al-Qarara, the
al-Qassam brigades targeted yet
another Merkava tank with an Al-
Yassin 105 shell.

Smaller Palestinian  resistance
factions have also been in action.

The military wing of the Popular
Resistance Committees, the al-
Nasser brigades, has reportedly
targeted a gathering of Israeli
soldiers and vehicles in the city of
Khan Yunis with a barrage of heavy-
caliber mortar shells.

Also, the Mujahideen Brigades
said their resistance forces in Khan
Yunis bombed a gathering of “enemy
soldiers and military vehicles east of
Khan Yunis” with medium-caliber
mortar shells, leading to “direct and
certain casualties”

Meanwhile, in the central Gaza
Strip, al-Qassam said its forces
succeeded in sniping an Israeli
soldier east of the Bureij refugee
camp and confirmed his death.

Al-Qassam also announced
that its resistance fighters set up
a complex ambush in the refugee
camp, killing and wounding an
Israeli force and targeting an
Israeli Merkava tank, with the
resistance fighters returning
safely to their bases.

For its part, the al-Quds brigades
targeted an Israeli troop carrier with
a Tandem shell in the same camp
where Israeli ground forces are
trying to advance.

The al-Quds brigades has also
announced that it targeted a
gathering of Israeli soldiers and
vehicles with Badr 1 missiles in the
al-Tagaddum area, east of the camp.

The fate of the Israeli army in the
south of the Gaza Strip appears to
be leading to the same destiny as
the Israeli army experienced in the
north of Gaza.

Al-Agsa Storm originates from Hajj Qassem’s mature strategy

The entire Axis of Resistance may have played a
role in planning, training, and such issues, but the
decision to require and when to do this operation
was entirely up to the Palestinian Resistance.

Al-Agsa Storm is one of Hajj Qassem’s
grand strategies of conceding the decision and
independence of the Resistance’s cores, whose
result has shown itself in the intellectual maturity
and decision-making of the Resistance in Gaza.

The role of Hajj Qassem in Palestine and
the development of Palestinian Resistance
movements is clear in the manner that Ismail
Haniyeh, representing the people of Palestine,
attended Soleimani's funeral and addressed him
as the martyr of Quds.

“The American’s plan was to make the issue of
Palestine be forgotten and to keep the Palestinians
weak so that they would not dare to speak of
fighting. This man empowered the Palestinians,’
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei said.

“He did something to help a small region like the
Gaza Strip to stand up to the Zionist regime despite
all their pretensions. They (the people of Gaza)
brought such adversity upon them (the Zionists)
that they asked for a ceasefire after just 48 hours!
This was done by Hajj Qassem Soleimani”

But did only military assistance and training and
the delivery of various weapons over the decades
turn martyr Soleimani into a martyr of Quds? The
answer is no.

General Soleimani enjoyed the military genius
of a strategic and military attitude. His mastery
of military issues and the acquisition of this
precise and sensitive knowledge and expertise in
a practical but not merely theoretical way was the
result of his actual presence on the battlefield and
his continuous presence.

General Soleimani had tried at least three major
battlefields namely the holy defense field, the
battlefield against armed miscreants, and finally
the battlefield in the cross-border and regional
arena in Irag and Syria.

But his most important characteristic was not
his military ability, but his precise strategy in the
way of confrontation and expansion of the Axis of
Resistance.

One of the strategic thoughts of General
Soleimani that shaped the intellectual system and

personality of this great martyr was the macro
strategic outlook in the Islamic world and the Axis
of Resistance.

This is what we see today in the wide range
of movements, tribes, attitudes, and thoughts
among the movements and military groups of the
Axis of Resistance. A thought that was tied to a
proper understanding of the Palestinian position
and the unifying issue of al-Aqsa Mosque.

Some individuals look at the relations between
Iran and the Resistance movements in Lebanon,
Syria, Irag, Yemen, and Palestine as if they were the
proxies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in decision-
making, execution, strategy, and evolution.

But when we look at the actions of General
Soleimani over the past four decades, it is
obvious that he has given independence to these
movements with a careful and accurate belief.

Al-Agsa Storm is the current maturity of the
Resistance Axis in design, decision, understanding,
and operational strategy. The operation was
carried out correctly and tactfully by the
Palestinian decision.

The entire Axis of Resistance may have played a
role in planning, training, and such issues, but the
decision to require and when to do this operation
was entirely up to the Palestinian Resistance.

Al-Agsa Storm is one of Hajj Qassem’s
grand strategies of conceding the decision and
independence of the Resistance’s cores, whose
result has shown itself in the intellectual maturity
and decision-making of the Resistance in Gaza.

There have always been and will always be
disagreements or even analytical gaps between
the Resistance Movements on various regional
issues, but General Soleimani managed these
relations with an exemplary and intelligent policy.

The General has pursued and managed Tehran's
relations with other movements while managing
alignment, meeting needs, and designing progress,
but in the puzzle of the same context and regjonal
and national interests of actors. For example, you
can pay for the emergence and emergence of the
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).

The type of operation, structure, and
management of the PMF is quite different from
that of the Ansarullah in Yemen, the Resistance
groups in Syria, and even the Shiite model of
Hezbollah in Lebanon. The PMF is fully formed

and established in accordance with the interests
of Iraq, its special authority, and the culture of the
people and ethnic considerations of Iraq.

Another feature of General Soleimani's macro
and strategic vision is the belief in the people’s
place in Resistance and changing equations in
every part of the regjon.

This can be seen in Soleimani's remarks:
“Ninety-nine percent of the population of
Palestine is Sunni. What do we want from
Palestine today? Are we looking for the benefits
of Shia? No, if someone in Palestine is seeking
the interests of Shia people, we will not
cooperate with them. | don’t work with him.

The Leader believes that for each group at the
regional level in the Resistance Front, a special
role should be assigned in such a way that
Resistance must not be limited only to Palestine,
but Resistance must be spread at the regjonal
level, so that the task of anyone facing the Israelis
becomes clear, Khaled al-Qaddoumi, the Hamas
representative in Tehran pointed out.

Martyr Hajj Qassem Soleimani, as Seyyed
Hassan Nasrallah put it, was not an individual,
but a school. A school sincerity. To understand
this school and continue on that path, it must
be understood accurately, thoroughly, and
comprehensively.

Ayatollah Khamenei highlighted the significance
of Hajj Qassem's School on the Friday prayer
on January 17, 2020: “Whenever purity exists,
Allah the Exalted blesses it and He blesses His
pure servants. Then our affairs become blessed,
they grow and everyone will benefit from them.
The results will prevail among the people. This
originates from purity. The results of purity are
the people’s love and loyalty, their tears and sighs,
their presence and the revival of revolutionary
spirit among the people.”

“However, if we wish to put these events in
history, to value and appreciate them, and if we
would like to see how precious they are, this
happens only when we refuse to look at Hajj
Qassem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi - our dear
martyrs — merely as two individuals, but rather
we should look at them as a school of thought. We
should view our dear Shahid Sardar as a school
of thought, as a guideline, and as an instructive
lesson. Only then will the significance of the issue
become clear”

Japan Airlines
plane bursts into
flames on Tokyo
runway after
collision

Hundreds have been evacuated from a Japan
Airlines plane after it burst into flames at Tokyo
International Airport, also known as Haneda.

The plane was reportedly involved in a collision
with another aircraft after landing on Tuesday,
according to local news reports. NHK TV reported
that all 379 passengers on board the Japan Airlines
(JAL) plane got out safely.

Turkey arrests 33
for involvement
in Mossad plot:
Report

Turkish authorities have announced they detained
33 people suspected of being involved in a plot for
Mossad, the Israeli espionage agency, according to
the state-run Anadolu news agency.

They said operations took place in eight Turkish
provinces, and authorities are seeking 13 other
suspects. The top prosecutor’s office in Istanbul also
announced that arrest warrants have been issued
for 46 suspects in another investigation into an
alleged plot by Mossad to target foreigners in Turkey.

Hamas targets
Israeliarmyin
Bureij refugee
camp

The Qassam Brigades says its fighters clashed
with an Israeli force on foot from a close distance,
east of the Bureij refugee camp in the central Gaza
Strip, and “eliminated” it.

Earlier, the Qassam Brigades also said that it had
targeted an Israeli Merkava tank with a Yassin 105
shell east of the Bureij camp.

Palestinian
Foreign Ministry
condemns infant’s
‘kidnapping’

in Gaza

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry has condemned
the “kidnapping” of an infant Palestinian girl by an
Israeli soldier in Gaza.

“The kidnapping of the infant girl from the
Gaza Strip is evidence that the occupation army
is committing the most heinous crimes against
civilians without oversight or accountability,” it said
in a statement. “The Ministry calls on the occupation
authorities to immediately hand over the infant to
the Palestinian National Authority.”

An associate of an Israeli captain, Harel Itach,
who was killed in Gaza, earlier told Israel's Army
Radio that the soldier took the baby to Israel after
discovering herin a house.

The parents of the infant were not present and
were likely killed during Israeli attacks.

International
pressure ramping
up on Israel with
ICJ case looming

For Israeli society, genocide is a very tough word.
South Africa is accusing Israel at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) of war crimes, mass
displacement, and indiscriminate bombings, and
they say there are actions that constitute genocide.

Israel is a signatory to the UN Convention on

Genocide so it has to take this seriously. Its National
Security Adviser Tzachi Haneghi came out with a
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statement after discussions with the top brass in
the Israeli army, the coalition government, and the
war cabinet, and said they will challenge this in court.

He used pretty strong language, saying they
would vehemently counter what he called an
absurd lawsuit. But there is a lot of international
pressure ramping up now. The Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation agreed that this is a genocide,
and said it will support this ruling and for the ICJ
case to go ahead.

More than 4,000
Palestinian
students killed:
ministry

The Palestinian Ministry of Education says that
4156 students have been killed in Israel's ongoing
war in Gaza.

At least 381 schools have also been bombed or
damaged, the ministry added.

Israel Supreme
Court strikes down
judicial reforms

Israel's Supreme Court has struck down a
controversial judicial reform that triggered
nationwide protests last year against the Netanyahu
government.

The change would have limited the power of
the Supreme Court in overturning laws it deemed
unconstitutional.

Critics say it would have severely undermined
the country’s democracy by weakening the judicial
system. There is strong opposition to the current
Netanyahu government, seen as the most right-
wing in Israeli history.

The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the law
passed by the government in 2023 follows months
of internal turmoil.

In July, the government passed into law what is
now known as the «reasonableness» bill

This removed the power of the Supreme Court and
lower courts in Israel to cancel government decisions
it deemed to be «extremely unreasonable».

The law caused widespread anger and division,
prompting hundreds of thousands of protesters to
take the streets calling for the reforms to be scrapped
- and for the resignation of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Organisers said the weekly protests were
the biggest street demonstrations in Israel’s history.

Tribes reject Israeli
plan to strengthen
theirrolein
controlling Gaza
Strip

The Supreme Authority of the Palestinian Tribes
in the Gaza Strip has denounced the Israeli army’s
proposed plan regarding the possibility of enhancing
the role of the tribes to control the Gaza Strip.

A post-war scenario in Gaza has come to light,
according to which the Israeli army could divide the
coastal enclave into areas ruled by Palestinian tribes
or clans rather than a single political entity, Israeli
public broadcaster KAN 11 reported.

According to the plan, the clans would be tasked
with the civil administration of the Gaza Strip and
would oversee the distribution of humanitarian aid
for a temporary period.

According to KAN 11, the plan was devised by the
Israeli army and was expected to be presented to the
war cabinet on Tuesday.

Akef al-Masry, the commissioner-general of
the Supreme Authority for Palestinian Tribes, has
issued a warning against the plan, which is due to be
discussed in today’s war cabinet meeting.

“The occupying state seeks to cover up its failure
in Gaza and create confusion and strife in Palestinian
society,” al-Masry said in a statement.

Al-Masry called for the end of the Hamas-
Fatah division and stressed the need for a unified
national leadership “to strengthen the people’s
steadfastness and to prevent opportunities for all
the occupation’s plans”.
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Yazd’s wind-catchers to be documented

TEHRAN - The Chair of the Tourism Commission
of the Islamic Council of Yazd has announced
plans for the official documentation of wind-
catchers within the city, citing their significant
architectural value and the necessity to protect
these historical landmarks.

Bibi-Fatemeh Hagirolsadat elaborated on the
importance of wind-catchers as an intangible
heritage.

She highlighted the diverse range and sheer
number of wind-catchers in Yazd, suggesting
their potential for global recognition and
registration.

Emphasizing Yazd’s unique status in the global
scene, she said the city is home to a diverse array
of wind-catchers, boasting some of the tallest
structures of their kind globally. She stressed
the crucial need to preserve and maintain these
architectural marvels.

Hagirolsadat further underlined Yazd’s
historical significance, noting it as the world’s

first adobe city and the second-oldest historical
city globally. Given this heritage, she emphasized
the urgent necessity to ensure the proper
preservation of historical structures within Yazd,
including the iconic wind-catchers.

Wind towers, also known as wind catchers
or “badgirs” in Persian, are traditional
architectural elements found predominantly
in Iran. These towers have been ingeniously
designed to capture and channel natural
breezes to cool and ventilate buildings,
particularly in hot and arid climates.

In July 2017, the historical core of Yazd was
named a UNESCO World Heritage site. Yazd is
regularly referred to as a delightful place to stay,
or a “don’t miss” destination by almost all of
its visitors. The city is full of mud-brick houses
that are equipped with innovative wind catchers,
atmospheric alleyways, and many Islamic and
Iranian monuments that shape its eye-catching
city landscape.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites:
Quebrada de Humahuaca

Quebrada de Humahuaca, situated in
Agentina’s province of Jujuy, follows the line of
a major cultural route, the Camino Inca, along
the spectacular valley of the Rio Grande, from
its source in the cold high desert plateau of
the High Andean lands to its confluence with
the Rio Leone some 150 km to the south.

The UNESCO-designated valley
demonstrates substantial evidence of its use
as a major trade route over the past 10,000
years. It features visible traces of prehistoric
hunter-gatherer communities, of the Inca
Empire (15th to 16th centuries), and of the
fight for independence in the 19th and 20th
centuries.

According to UNESCO, the property is a
highly representative example of the south
Andean valleys, with an exceptional system of
communication routes and economic, social,
and cultural coordination.

This is the most important physical
linkage between the high Andean lands and
the extensive temperate plains in south-
eastern South America. Its impressive natural
environment is kept almost intact, with
hundreds of archaeological and architectural

Archaeologists found an extraordinary pyramid that’s

sites that bear witness to its long and rich
history. The valley shows substantial evidence
of its use as a major trade route over the
past 10,000 years. Scattered along the
valley are extensive remains of successive
settlements whose inhabitants created
and used these linear routes. They include
prehistoric hunter/gatherer and early farming
communities (9000 BC to 400 CE), large
structured agricultural societies (400 CE-
900), flourishing pre-Hispanic towns and
villages (900-1430/80), the Incan empire
(1430/80-1535), Spanish towns, villages
and churches (153/93-1810), and traces of
Republican struggles for independence (1810-
20th century).

Of particular note are the extensive remains
of stone-walled agricultural terrace fields at
Coctaca, thought to have originated around
1,500 years ago and still in use today; these
are associated with a string of fortified towns
known as pucaras . The field system and the
pucaras together make a dramatic impact on
the landscape one that is unrivalled in South
America. The valley also displays several
churches and chapels and a vibrant vernacular
architectural tradition.

Fars province sets priorities for

pilgrimage

TEHRAN - The tourism chief of
Fars has outlined his directorate’s
priorities for bolstering pilgrimage
and cultural tourismin the southern
Iranian province.

Mohammad Sabet-Eqlidi
emphasized that Fars province
boasts an average of 37% of the
country’s historical, cultural, and
natural attractions. However,
he pointed out that necessary
attention hasn't been directed
towards stimulating demand in
the tourism sector, which could
drive tourism development and
ultimately invigorate the tourism
economy.

He made the remarks on Monday
during a press conference on the
thirteenth edition of the Pars
International Tourism Exhibition in
Shiraz, adding: “One of the primary
initiatives  highlighted by the
directorate is to bolster pilgrimage
tourism.”

Referring to global statistics
on foreign tourists, the official
revealed that over 82% of inbound
tourists worldwide come from
neighboring countries. He noted
that Irag accounts for the highest
number of incoming tourists,
primarily motivated by pilgrimage,
with Mashhad being their foremost
destination.

Elaborating on the preferences
of Iragi tourists in Iran,
Sabet-Eqlidi underscored the
significance of their inclination
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toward pilgrimage, primarily
centered around Mashhad, which
harbors the holy shrine of Imam
Reza (AS), the eighth Shia Imam.
He also mentioned areas in Tehran
where Iragis reside, indicating
their connection to the city.

Sabet-Eqlidi further articulated
the goal to establish a meaningful
connection between Mashhad,
Qom, and Shiraz, home to Shah
Cheragh, envisioning marketing
strategies that would yield
exceptional results.

Touching upon cultural tourism
in Fars province, he highlighted the
region’s abundance of magnificent
historical and cultural sites, citing
various artifacts and sites like
Bishapur inscriptions in Kazerun,
Tang-e Chogan, Nagsh-e Rustam,
and Persepolis, which depict
historical narratives.

Sabet-Eqlidi  expressed hope

, cultural tourism dev

to undertake various detailed
activities to  explain  these
inscriptions and narrate historical
events through film and urban
element design. He stressed that
such efforts would contribute to
the development of the tourism
economy.

Addressing the priorities of
the department, the official
emphasized the necessity of
placing Sasanian centers on the
tourism map. He underscored the
importance of creating a growing
market for tourism services and the
tourism economy.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Sabet-
Eqlidi highlighted the depth of the
tourism economy, emphasizing the
significance of providing services
that cater to both domestic tourists
and foreign visitors.

The ancient region of Fars, also

elopment

spelled Pars, or Persis, was the
heart of the Achaemenian Empire
(550-330 BC), which was founded
by Cyrus the Great and had its
capital in Pasargadae. Darius | the
Great moved the capital to nearby
Persepolis in the late 6th or early
5th century BC.

Celebrated as the heartland
of Persian culture for over 2000
years, the capital city of Shiraz
has become synonymous with
education, nightingales, poetry,
and crafts skills passed down from
generation to generation. It was
one of the most important cities
in the medieval Islamic world and
was the Iranian capital during the
Zand dynasty from 1751 to 1794.
Moreover, Shiraz is home to some
of the country’s most magnificent
buildings and sights. Increasingly, it
draws more and more foreign and
domestic sightseers flocking to this
provincial capital.

Afif-Abad Garden, the Tomb of
Hafez, the Tomb of Sadi, Jameh
Mosque of Atigh, and Persepolis
are among the historical, cultural,
and ancient sites of Shiraz that
are of interest to domestic and
foreign tourists. The ancient city
is also home to some magnificent
historical gardens, such as Bagh-e
Narenjestan and Eram Garden,
which are top tourist destinations
both for domestic and international
sightseers.

Sunni lawmakers laud cultural coexistence, minister’s

efforts for inclusivity

TEHRAN - A recent gesture from a group of
Sunni lawmakers in the Iranian Parliament has
highlighted Iran’s long-standing legacy of ethnic
and religious coexistence.

In a letter addressed to Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance Mohammad Mehdi
Esmaili, the MPs acknowledged his commitment
to considering the capacities of the Sunni
community within various cultural and artistic
domains.

The representatives commended Iran as a
historical testament to harmonious cohabitation

among diverse ethnicities, emphasizing its
embodiment of the constitutionally accepted
principle of cultural diversity.

“Iran, the land of cultural coexistence for
centuries, stands as a testament to peaceful
cohabitation of diverse ethnicities alongside
each other, recalling the accepted principle in the
Constitution,” the letter affirmed, reflecting on
the nation’s enduring commitment to fostering
unity amid diversity.

They further illuminated Iran’s unique
trajectory, wherein the peaceful coexistence of

various religions and ethnicities has not merely
been a norm but has evolved into a global model
of harmonious cohabitation. The lawmakers
lauded this mosaic of coexistence as a blueprint
that has continued to strengthen national and
Islamic unity, fostering resilience against divisive
forces.

Moreover, the lawmakers expressed a
collective hope that the Islamic world could
overcome the challenges imposed by global
arrogance seeking to sow discord among Islamic
nations.

Tehran exhibit unveils hidden treasures of 19th-century photography

TEHRAN - A mesmerizing display
of  19th-century  photography
techniques, image retouching, and
printing methods has been unveiled

at an exhibition titled “Hidden
Treasures”.
The exhibit, a collaboration

between the Research Institute
of Cultural Heritage, and the
UNESCO-designated Golestan
Palace, will be running through
January 18th at the Golestan
Palace’s photography atelier.

Organizers of the exhibition aim
to shed light on a new perspective
of historical glass plate photography,
marking the foundational moments
of photography in Iran.

To mark the inauguration, a
specialized session was held where
Mohammadreza Tahmasbpour, a
researcher, writer, and photographer,

introduced the research potential
present within the albums of the
Golestan Palace and proposed
strategies for easier access to the
artworks and available information
within this collection.

Another speaker, Sahar Nouhi,
presented a detailed examination
of historical retouching in glass
plate negative photography during
the Qajar era. Nouhi clarified the
techniques and materials employed
in historical retouching, counting the
reasons behind these modifications.

The exhibition showcases the
results of Sahar Nouhi’s research on
historical retouching in Qajar-era
glass plate negative photography
preserved in Golestan Palace.

Nouhi  highlighted, “Historical
retouching in glass plate negative
photography contributes significantly

to the historical and artistic identity
of these valuable artworks.

“Unfortunately, due to a lack of
awareness about their existence, as
well as the materials and techniques
used, they are highly vulnerable to
damage”’

According to organizers, the
exhibition stands as a testament
to the dedication of researchers
and experts to unveil the concealed
brilliance of historical photography
techniques, offering a rare glimpse
intotheartistryand technical mastery
of 19th-century photographers.

The palace complex once served
as the official residence of Qajar
monarchs who ruled Persia (Iran)
between 1789 and 1925. It exemplifies
the architectural and  artistic
achievements of the Qajar epoch, as
well as the introduction of European

motifs and styles into Persian art.

Expertssayitdisplaysaremarkable
mixture of ancient Persian and
contemporary European architectural
styles, which characterized much
of Iranian art in the 19th and 20th
centuries.

Golestan Palace embodies a
successful integration of earlier
Persian crafts and architecture with
Western influences. Over the past
two centuries, it has become a center
of arts and architecture, a source of
inspiration for Iranian artists and
architects to this day.

Currently, the complex consists
of eight key palace structures
mostly used as museums and the
eponymous gardens, a green shared
center of the complex, surrounded by
an outer wall with gates.

Iran in frames

apparently 27,000 years old

A new study claims that the Gunung Padang
site in Indonesia is a “prehistoric pyramid” from
up to 27,000 years ago.

The Djoser pyramid in Egypt is known as the
oldest in the world at 4,700 years old. A new
paper published in Archaeological Prospection
calls that record into question with the strong
claims of a “prehistoric pyramid” in Indonesia that
is up to 27,000 years old. Not everyone is buying
the research, however, and now the journal has
launched an investigation into the study.

“'m surprised [the paper] was published
as is,” Flint Dibble, archaeologist at Cardiff
University, told Nature, which first reported the
investigation into the paper. Dibble’s questions
pertain not so much the data from the Gunung
Padang site, but rather to the conclusions drawn
by the authors.

The paper’s authors write that they have
“compelling evidence of a complex and
sophisticated megalithic site” Using seismic
tomography, the researchers have come to
believe that hidden cavities or chambers

exist, showing the “presence of multi-layer
constructions”

The Gunung Padang site in West Java, Indonesia,
includes a raised earth site. If underneath the soil
lies human-built caverns and rooms, it would
offer up not only the oldest known pyramid by
thousands of years, but also the oldest known
use of stone masonry. This would completely
undo previous beliefs surrounding civilization
advancement in the Paleolithic era.

“These findings offer valuable insights into
the construction history of Gunung Padang’
the authors wrote in the paper, “shedding
light on the engineering capabilities of ancient
civilizations during the Paleolithic era”

To arrive at their conclusions, the authors used
ground-penetrating technologies to uncover
what they believe are four layers of construction
that include rooms throughout differing phases
of build. The first layer is dated to 27000 to
16,000 years ago, and was done by carbon dating
the soil drilled from the site. They also believe
that the technology shows sculpted stonework—

“meticulously sculpted, to be exact—and the
arranging of rocks in a planned way.

But there’s two giant question marks. Does all
this technology—and no visual evidence—really
show the work of human (or hominin) hands, or
could the ground have shifted over thousands
of years, forming layers that left voids in the
soil? And what does it mean that no researchers
have found evidence of human activity in that
area dating that far back, let alone any record of
known organized settlements or societies?

Dibble, according to Nature, claims that
the natural movement and weathering of
rocks can sculpt stone and roll down hills to
make it appear planned. But Danny Hilman
Natawidjaja, geologist at the National Research
and Innovation Agency in Indonesia and study
co-author, told Nature that the stones were
neatly arranged, shaped, and too large for easy
natural transportation. Dibble counters that
there’s no evidence to believe that the rocks
were shaped by humans.

(Source: popularmechanics.com)
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Foreign travelers pose for photo during their visits to Si-o-se Pol, a 17th-century

arch bridge in Isfahan, central Iran.



Pharmaceutical companies to access

TEHRAN -Eleven Iranian pharma-
ceutical manufacturing companies
have taken important steps towards
presenting their products in East Afri-
can markets.

Thanks to the efforts of the Iran
House of Innovation and Technology
(iHiT) in Kenya and the support of the
Vice-Presidency for Science, Technolo-
gy and Knowledge-Based Economy, 13
different production lines in 11 phar-
maceutical companies were inspected
by the ministry of health of Kenya and
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP)
certificates were issued, IRIB reported.

The move plays an important role
in strengthening the status of Iran’s
pharmaceutical industry in the region.

In January 2021, Iran opened its
house of innovation and technology in
Kenya and the first center in Africa.

The center serves as a base for the
creation of innovative ideas, the com-
mercialization of these ideas, and the
export of Iranian knowledge-based
products and services to the East Af-
rican market.

Africa welcomes Iranian medical
equipment, medicine

On December 19, the deputy health
minister of Libya met with the head of the
Food and Drug Administration of Iran, dis-
cussing ways to cooperate on producing
medical and phanmaceutical products.

During the meeting, which was held
in Tehran, the officials also agreed on
sharing experiences in research, edu-
cation, blood transfusion, emergency
services, and technology.

“Iran is a leading country in the field
of health so we are ready to cooperate
with Iran in various fields of health and
medicine,” IRNA quoted the Libyan offi-
cial as saying.

He added Libya is interested in
benefiting from Iran’s experience and
knowledge in the field of pharmaceu-
tical production, medical equipment,
and research.

East African markets

Heidar Mohammadi, Mohammadi,
for his part, referring to the production
of 99 percent of medicines in Iran, said,
“Iran has achieved self-sufficiency in
the field of medicine, medical equip-
ment, food products, cosmetics and
powdered milks””

“Currently, six vaccines for corona-
virus are being produced by Iranian
scientists, and we are ready to jointly
produce these vaccines, medicines, and
other devices in the health field, as well
as transferring technology to Libya,
he added. He went on to say, “The ex-
port of Iranian vaccines to neighboring
countries shows Iran’s capabilities in
the field of medicine and pharmaceu-
tical production.

Moreover, Mohammad Hossein Ni-
knam, the deputy health minister for
international cooperation, highlighting
the importance of health in the world
said, “Iran is ready to identify fields of
cooperation and expand collaboration
in the field of health with Libya.”

The parties put forward some pro-
posals to further cooperation in the field
of health. These proposals are to be re-
viewed and implemented in the coming
days in meetings, during the visits of
the delegation of the Libyan Ministry of
Health to Iran’s health centers.

In July, Iranian knowledge-based
companies concluded contracts for ex-
porting medical equipment and medi-
cine to Africa.

Amir-Hossein Mir-Abadi, an official

with the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology, said the African mar-
ket is an attractive opportunity for
Iranian knowledge-based companies,
IRNA reported.

Referring to the recent visit of Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi to Africa, Mir-Abadi
said works are underway for exporting
50 types of medical equipment and 10
medicines to Africa.

He touched on the President’s visit
to the House of Innovation and Tech-
nology of Iran in Kenya, saying: “The
capacities and capabilities of Iranian
knowledge-based companies for ex-
porting technological products were
greatly appreciated”

He also pointed to the establish-
ment of a medical and pharmaceutical
equipment exhibition with the pres-
ence of more than 10 Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies in Kenya.

He added that two Iranian compa-
nies succeeded in concluding contracts
in this exhibition.

The process of registering more
than 50 medical devices and two drugs
for export to Kenya has been done,
and the registration and process of
exporting more than 10 other drugs to
this country is in the implementation
phase, he explained.

He listed agriculture, food, and live-
stock industries as among the fields
that were highly regarded and needed
by African countries.

“In his speech, the president of Ken-

ya mentioned Iran’s House of Innova-
tion and Technology several times and
the infrastructure created for techno-
logical cooperation between Iranian
and Kenyan companies’

During his visits to Kenya and Ugan-
da, President Raisi emphasized the
need to bolster technological cooper-
ation, Mir-Abadi stressed.

In Uganda, an exhibition for knowl-
edge-based products was opened. In
practice, an infrastructure has been cre-
ated for boosting the export of knowl-
edge-based products and the display of
Iranian capabilities, the official added.

“The products presented there were
mostly in the field of the food industry,
agricultural industry, medicine and
medical devices, chemical products
and catalysts, building materials and
products related to the field of live-
stock and poultry, as well as medicines
and herbal supplements”’

In September 2022, Health Minister
Bahram Einollahi said that Iran has
one of the strongest health systems
in the region and that this opportunity
should be used optimally in the field of
health diplomacy.

Based on innovative indicators of
health technology development in
2021, Iran was ranked 60th among 132
countries, which shows an improve-
ment of 60 steps compared to 2014,
Younes Panahi, the deputy health min-
ister for research and technology, has
announced.

n June 2021, Ahmed al-Mandhari,
the World Health Organization director
for the Eastern Mediterranean Region,
said the Islamic Republic of Iran is a
role model for primary health care.

The national budget bill for the
next Iranian calendar year 1402, which
starts on March 21, has increased the
health sector’s budget by 29 percent
compared to the current year’s budget.

The bill has proposed a budget of
2730 trillion rials (about $6.8 billion) for
the Ministry of Health, IRNA reported.

Over 500,000 illegal Afghans deported

TEHRAN - Some 520,000 illegal Afghan mi-
grants have been deported through the Dogharon
border in northeastern Khorasan Razavi province.

These undocumented Afghan nationals
were identified across the country in the last 9
months, and sent back to their country via the
Dogharon border, IRNA quoted Majid Shoja, the
commander of Khorasan Razavi province’s bor-
der police, as saying.

No permission to stay

In October 2023, Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi
said unauthorized foreigners have no permission
to stay in the country and receive services, IRIB
reported.

Paying a visit to a center for organizing immi-
grants in the city of Karaj, he added illegal foreign
nationals will be identified and sent to specific
camps and then returned to their homeland.

“Illegal foreign immigrants are treated with
dignity even though they have entered Iran’s bor-
ders illegally,” Vahidi added.

In November 2023, Abdollah Mobini, the head

Iran reopens schools under

of Iran’s immigration organization said, “Iran has
no longer the capacity to accept new immigrants,
and if the international community does not bear
the responsibility for supporting refugees in Iran,
most of them will migrate to European countries.”

The Islamic Republic of Iran is currently host
to one of the largest and most protracted ref-
ugee populations in the world, the majority of
whom are Afghan refugees.

The country is home to over 800,000 reg-
istered refugees and some 2.6 million undoc-
umented Afghans. Today, more than 500,000
Afghan children- including undocumented Af-
ghans and those who have newly arrived in Iran
following the Taliban-takeover-are benefitting
from Iran’s inclusive education policies, one of
the most progressive in the world.

Many of the refugees living in Iran are second
and third-generation, according to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Services beyond expectations

Iran’s generous and exceptional services for
refugees despite unfair economic sanctions has

ENGLISH IN USE

strict health protocols

Over 15 million students attended schools nationwide on Satur-

day for the new school year under strict health protocols to protect
teachers, staff, and students against the coronavirus pandemic.

The opening bell of the new academic year was rung sym-
bolically by President Hassan Rouhani at a girls" high school in

downtown Tehran.

Mohsen Haji Mirzaei, Education Minister, said, more than
15 million students started the new school year in 116,000

schools across the country.

This year, education is followed in three forms of in-person,
virtual, and television-based, but our priority is school atten-
dance, he noted, highlighting, all schools should strictly follow
the health regulations so that the students are protected.

exceeded expectations and international respon-
sibilities, an official with the National Organization
for Migration has said.

Behzad Moradipour made the remarks in the
meeting of the Almaty Process Experts Group
which was held on November 29, 2023, in Baku,
Azerbaijan. Representatives from eight states
were participating in the event.

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakh-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkey, and Turkmenistan are cur-
rently members of the Almaty process. Iran and
Pakistan attended the meeting as observers.

Moradipour, who represented Iran in this meet-
ing, highlighted that the country has been direct-
ly affected by the consequences of the massive
influx of millions of refugees and foreigners for
more than four decades.

The government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran has made a very generous effort to pro-
vide services to millions of refugees and foreign
nationals despite difficult living conditions and
oppressive economic sanctions imposed on the
country, he said.
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11th intl. IRAN LAB EXPO kicks off

From page 1 » “Medical engineering and
biomaterials”; “Industrial test equipment”;
“Calibration services” and “Educational
and laboratory equipment for schools” are

among different sections of the technolog-
ical exhibition.

Exporting laboratory equipment to
neighboring countries on agenda

On December 30, Vice President for Sci-
ence, Technology, and Knowledge-based
Economy, Rouhollah Dehgani-Firouzabadi,
said the country is planning to export labo-
ratory equipment to neighboring countries.

Knowledge-based companies started to
meet the country’s technological needs in
the past decade, he said, adding that the
Vice Presidency supported the companies
to manufacture laboratory equipment,
Mehr News Agency reported.

Now, various pieces of

ed Heidar Mohammadi, the head of the
Food and Drug Administration, as saying
on August 13.

Last year, some 1,060 trillion rials (about
$21 billion) worth of medicine and medical
equipment were manufactured inside the
country, he added.

Around 99 percent of the medicine sup-
plied to the domestic market is produced by
[ranian companies, he highlighted.

Iran plans to increase the exports of med-
icine to around $200 million in the current
year from some $60 million last year, Mo-
hammadi said in April.

Currently, the production of medicine,
medical equipment, and powdered milk is
supported by subsidies. So, their exports
were very limited, but it is hoped that their
exports willincrease next year, he explained.

Referring to the short-

laboratory equipment are
manufactured at prices
much lower than the same
foreign products, Dehga-
ni-Firouzabadi noted.

Foreign delegations that
attend Iranian exhibitions
will be familiarized with the
country’s capabilities, he
said, adding that the export

Nine innovative
technological

products will be
unveiled at IRAN
LAB EXPO 2024.

age of 100 drug items in
the country, he said: “Cur-
rently, nearly one and a half
percent of the country’s
pharmaceutical need is im-
ported. Along with domes-
tic production, it is done
as soon as the domestic
production meets the de-
mand.”

of knowledge-based prod-

ucts was $300 million in the year to March
2021, but increased to $600 million the year
after.

The export has surged to $1.5 billion so far
in the current Iranian calendar year and is
forecast to hit $2 billion by the end of the
year, he said.

Exports of medicine, medical equipment
sharply rise

Iran has experienced a significant rise in
exports of medicine and medical equipment
in the first four months of the current Irani-
an calendar year that started on March 21,
2023.

“Exports of pharmaceuticals and medi-
cal equipment grew by 300 percent in the
first four months of the year,” IRNA quot-

i
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Salt harvesting

from Lake Urmia

A total of 227 knowl-
edge-based firms are supplying medical
equipment for health centers across the
country, according to the Vice Presidency
for Science and Technology.

Iranian-made pharmaceuticals are cur-
rently exported to Canada, Japan, and Eu-
rope, Faramarz Ekhteraei, chairman of the
Iranian Pharmaceutical Industries Syndi-
cate said, emphasizing that 72 percent of
the country’s pharmaceutical raw materials
are domestically produced.

Some 40 percent of the country’s total
pharmaceutical exports are biotechnology
products, a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Association of Manufacturers
and Exporters of Medical Biotechnology
Products said.

Drying of parts of Lake Urmia has exposed to salt domes in various areas of the lake.
Lake Urmia, in the northwest of the country, was twice as large as Luxembourg and

the largest salt-water lake in West Asia.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Heaven lies beneath the feet of mothers.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:09

Evening: 17:23  Dawn: 5:45 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:14 (tomorrow)

Inspector Maigret’s new detective
novel hits bookstores

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of
“The Two-Penny Bar,” a detective novel by
Belgian writer Georges Simenon featuring
his character Inspector Jules Maigret, has
been released in the Iranian book market.

Jahan-e Ketab Publishing House, based in
Tehran, has published the book translated
by Abbas Agahi, as a new volume in the
‘Negab’ (mask) series, which focuses on
detective stories, Mehr reported.

In the story, Maigret visits Lenoir, a
condemned man in prison, who says he
knows someone at the Two-Penny Bar,
who is equally deserving of the death
penalty. Lenoir further reveals that he and
an accomplice had witnessed a man whom
they knew from the bar take a body and
dumpitinthe Canal Saint-Martin. Maigret is
unable to find the bar, but later he chances
to overhear a man mention it; following
him, the inspector discovers he is M. Basso,
a married businessman, who leads him to
a party at an inn on the Seine at Morsang.
Mingling with the crowd, Maigret is invited
to join the party by James, an English bank
clerk, and discovers they meet regularly
there at weekends. Now part of the set,
Maigret returns the following week, where
one of the men, Feinstein, is shot dead by
Basso after an altercation. Now Maigret
has two deaths to investigate; he also
uncovers blackmail, murder, and financial
irregularities in the social set before
unmasking the murderer.

Simenon describes Maigret’s view of the

turning point in an investigation; where it
goes from a frustrating search for any lead

at all, to the point where they start to come
thick and fast.

He also describes an investigation as
a matter of painstaking labor and good
luck; how after instigating a county-wide
search for a suspect, he was eventually
found when an off-duty policeman became
suspicious of an old woman buying much
more ham than she would need for herself.

Georges Simenon (1903-1989) was one
of the most prolific writers of the twentieth
century, who published nearly 200 novels,
over 150 novellas, several autobiographical
works, numerous articles, and scores of pulp
novels written under more than two dozen
pseudonyms. Altogether, about 550 million
copies of his works have been printed.

He is best known, however, for his 75
novels and 28 short stories featuring
Commissaire Maigret. The Maigret novels
were translated into all major languages
and several of them were turned into
films and radio plays. Two television
series (1960-63 and 1992-93) have been
made in Great Britain.

Abbas Agahi, 83, is a prominent
translator of French literature. A graduate
of Paris-Sorbonne University, he has
translated over 80 books, mainly works
of detective fiction, which is a subgenre
of crime fiction and mystery fiction in
which an investigator or a detective
investigates a crime, often murder.

The veteran translated has rendered
works by various authors into Persian,
including George Simenon, Frederic
Dard, Michel Bussi, Olivier Norek,
Jean-Christophe Grange, Fred Vargas,
Stanislas-Andre Steeman, Pierre Boileau
and Thomas Narcejac among others.

Negab series of Jahan-e Ketab Publishing
House is a rich collection of more than
100 books in the genres of crime, thriller
and mystery. Although most of the works
are from French literature, there are
translations from English and German
literature as well.

Cartoon of Day

2024
Cartoonist: AGO from Germany

Cartoon exhibition on Zionists’ crimes
in Gaza launched |n Tehran

Frome Page 1 » In nearly three
months, the offensive has wreaked
more destruction than the razing
of Syria’s Aleppo between 2012
and 2016, Ukraine’s Mariupol, or,
proportionally, the Allied bombing
of Germany in World War II. It
has killed more civilians than the
United States-led coalition did in
its three-year campaign against
the ISIS group.

The Israeli military campaign in
Gaza, experts say, also now sits
among the deadliest in recent
history, killing more than 21,500
people and wounding 55,000.

The Israeli army claims it has
been targeting Hamas fighters,
who carried out a deadly attack
called Operation al-Agsa Storm
inside Israel on October 7. Some
1,200 people were killed in that
attack which triggered the current
phase of the conflict.

Hamas says its attack was
in  response to  continued
Israeli blockade of Gaza and
expansion of settlement in the
occupied West Bank and East
Jerusalem.  Palestinians  see
the Israeli settlements — which
are considered illegal under
international law - to be the
biggest hurdle in the realization of
their future state.

But experts have criticized Israel
for bombing Gaza — which is one of

the most densely populated areas
in the world housing 2.3 million
people on 365sq km of land.

Media reports and rights
groups say an overwhelming
majority of those killed are
civilians — more than 70% of them
children, women and elderly.
More than 90% of the enclave’s
population is now displaced, with
aid groups warning of hunger and
outbreaks of disease. Delivery of
aid has been restricted by Israel,
worsening the crisis.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military
has said little about what kinds of
bombs and artillery it is using in
Gaza. From blast fragments found

on-site and analyses of strike
footage, experts are confident
that the vast majority of bombs
dropped on the besieged enclave
are US-made.

The “Operation al-Agsa Storm”
cartoon exhibition will run until
January 20 at the Iranian House
of Cartoon located at No. 44,
Golnabi St., Shariati St.

This is the second exhibition
on this issue in Tehran since the
beginning of the ongoing war in
Gaza. The Latin America Cartoon
and Caricature Exhibition was
held for about two months at the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary
Art (TMoCA).

The cartoon and caricature
exhibition, which concluded last
week, showcased works by 400
artists from 15 countries in Latin
America, including Argentina,
Ecuador, Brazil, Honduras, Mexico,
Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Guatemala,
Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua.

The artworks on display
dealt with the various subjects
including  Operation  al-Agsa
Storm as well as anti-arrogance,
anti-Zionist, racial discrimination,
soft war, food scarcity, water
crises, cultural invasion, and
environmental issues.

ECO Cultural Institute in Tehran hosts “Afghamstan s Night”

Frome Page 1 » “The country has gifted
the world with renowned literature and art,
which continue to inspire humanity today.”

During the event, both Afghan writer
and Afghan

Seyyed Askar Mousavi

calligrapher Mohammad Mehdi Mirzai took
the stage to discuss the vital importance
of the Persian language and art within the
ECO region.

Additionally, Afghan poets including
Kazem Kazemi, Ali Madd Rezvani, Tahmasabi
Khorasani, Ehsan Badakhshani, Zahra
Hosseinzadeh, Mozhgan Faramesh, and
Zahra Zahedi captivated the audience with
their beautiful poetry readings.

The ceremony also saw the delivery of a
message from Afghan artist Salman Ali Uruzgani,
which was eloquently presented by Afghan poet
and writer Zainab Bayat. Following this, the music
group led by Habib Mansouri enchanted the
attendees with live Afghan music.

The event concluded with the opening
of an exhibition featuring 43 captivating
calligraphy and gilding works by esteemed
masters such as Mohammad Mehdi Mirzai,

Salman Ali Uruzgani, and Shakira Alami. This
exhibition will be open to the public until
January 15, at the ECO Cultural Institute’s
premises.

Pune Intl. Film Festival picks films from Iran

TEHRAN-Six Iranian films will

for the two men.

go on screen at the 22nd edition
of Pune International Film
Festival, which will be held in the
Indian city from January 18 to 25.

“Terrestrial  Verses”, co-
directed by Alireza Khatami and
Ali Asgari, will go on screen at
the main section of the festival.

The film begins with a
controversy over the naming of
an infant and moves through
stories of everyday people facing
off against the system, from a
frustrated, politically censored
filmmaker to a teenage girl who
- in one of the film’s most daring
episodes - confronts her school
after being caught with a boy on
amotorcycle.

“Winners” by Iranian-British
director Hassan Nazer, “Achilles”
by Farhad Delaram, “The
Wastetown” by Ahmad Bahrami,
“Dustland” by Kazem Daneshi,
and “Ropewalker Memories” by
Hamed Rajabi will be competing
at the Global Cinema section of
the event.

Set in a poor Iranian village,
the story of “Winners” is about
children who work hard to
support their families. Their
little hands scour through
massive piles of junk in search
of hidden treasures. One day,
nine-year-old Yahya and his
friend Leila find a precious
golden statue. Sharing a
passion for cinema, Yahya's
boss Nasser Khan decides to
help them find the owner as the
curious item leads Yahya on an
adventure-filled journey that
doubles as a loving ode to the
history of Iranian cinema.

The 2023 drama, “Achilles”,
tells the story of a young
filmmaker who currently works
in a hospital and takes a mental
patient out for a short ride to
find out who she really is. Now
he has to decide whether to run
away with her or take her back to
the hospital.

The 98-minute “The

Wastetown” tells the story of
Bemani, a woman who has spent

ten years in jail for killing her
husband. Her child was taken
away from prison and allegedly
given to her hushand’s family.
Temporarily  released, she
immediately starts looking for
her son.

“Dustland” is about truth and
secrets. The truth carries a heavy
burden, whether it is said that
it sets off a storm, or it remains
in the heart that disturbs man.
Between telling the truth and
revealing a secret or being silent
and expedient, one is preferable
to the other.

“Ropewalker Memories” is
about a young man and his
father, who share a close living
arrangement in the same
apartment. Despite his son’s
objections, the father invites sex
workers into their home. One day,
he brings home a woman who
refuses to leave. Both father and
son join forces to persuade her
to depart. However, when she
finally departs of her own accord,
herabsence becomes unbearable

The festival will also screen
“Kiarostami at Work” by Seifollah
Samadian at its documentary
section.

A 2023 production,
“Kiarostami at Work” is a
76-minute documentary about
the late Iranian filmmaker
Abbas Kiarostami, which is
directed, edited, and produced by
Kiarostami’s longtime friend and
collaborator Samadian.

“Kiarostami at Work” is a
documentary showcasing the
filmmaker’s boundless passion
for work and creativity. The film
features images captured by
Samadian during their thirty
years of friendship and travels
together, as well as behind-
the-scenes footage of “Shirin”
and “Certified Copy” by the late
Hamideh Razavi, and “Taste of
Cherry” by Bahman Kiarostami.
Juliette Binoche, Martin Scorsese,
and some others have also
shared insights into Kiarostami’s
creative works in the movie.

Griselda Gambaro’s “The Walls” at Shahrzad Theater

TEHRAN-The play “The Walls” written
by Argentine writer Griselda Gambaro and
directed by Siavash Mohandesi is on stage at
Shahrzad Theater Complex in Tehran.

Mohandesi also acts along with Amir
Vaezi and Taha Shadfar in the 1963 play,
which is a chilling prediction of the violence,
disappearances and state torture that
haunted Argentina during the Dirty War
military dictatorship, which lasted from
1976 to 1983.

It is about a young man who is detained in
a room where nothing is what it seems and is
slowly stripped of his belongings, perceptions
and sense of self. His captors tell him they're
worried he might be Ruperto de Hentzau —
the name of a villain in a novel. Until they can
verify that he isn’t, he can’t leave this room.
The main character — known only as the
Young Man — hears distant screams in other
parts of the house. But his captors promise
him there’s no reason to be alarmed. After all,
this isn’t a prison.

Gambaro, now 95, is one of the most
influential Latin American writers of her
generation. Her novels, plays, short stories,
story tales, essays and novels for teenagers
often concern the political violence in her home
country that would develop into the Dirty War.
One recurring theme is the desaparecidos
and the attempts to recover their bodies and
memorialize them.

“The Walls” will be performed until January
3 at Shahrzad Theater Complex located at No.
74, Neauphle-le-Chateau St., Hafez St.
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How Gen. Soleimani
designed a new
regional geometry
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uuﬁ Straight Truth

The symbol
of the power
and grandeur
of the Iranian
nation

By Hojatoleslam Mohammad Qomi

Head of the Islamic Ideology Dissemination
Organization

One who emerges victorious from the test that
evaluates their heartfelt faith in God can become
the commander of the army of the righteous. Faith
isn't realized merely through performance, but
rather requires a transformation of love within
the heart, as believer is kind to those around them
and their love is intense.

Therefore, the most fundamental divine test is
faith, which is related to the heart and how much
love one holds for others. If someone holds love
for God and His creatures in their heart, this love
spreads to all those around them because if faith
exists, it does not remain confined to the human
heart but manifests in actions and relationships.

A believer doesn't confine themselves to the
superficial aspects of life and is one who delves
deep and possesses keen insight. Hence, in diffi-
cult times, they are patient and steadfast, some-
one who can be the standard-bearer of the army
of the righteous and defend the truth.

If we look around ourselves, we'll be able to find
these qualities fully embodied in one of the great-
est figures and symbols of our Islamic Revolution,
and how beautifully this embodiment exists in the
minds of all people. Acommander that the funeral
for his sacred body, after a cowardly and villainous
assassination by the invading and criminal Amer-
ican enemy, became a saga of the presence of all
his loving admirers.

Those who held love for Hajj Qasem in their
hearts saw him not only as a military commander
but also as a member of their own family and were
always concerned about him. People deeply ac-
knowledged his authority, efforts, brilliance, and
selflessness. Our lucky comrade, martyr Hajj Qa-
sem Soleimani, fought for what he believed to be
right purely out of his faith in God. He considered
the Islamic Republic a sanctuary, and did not rest
a single day to make sure that this sanctuary is
preserved; this is indeed an embodiment of heart-
felt faith and divine love that blazed in his heart.

Though it has been a few years since he was
martyred, we are still as devastated as we used
to be, and we are mourning his martyrdom as it
happened yesterday. Martyr Hajj Qasem Soleima-
ni deserves our loyalty, and we will not be able to
emerge prosperous as Muslims until we get to
properly honor him and his endeavors.

Hajj Qasem Soleimani is the symbol of the pow-
er and grandeur of the Iranian nation. One of our
very important responsibilities is to have experts
elaborate on the different dimensions of Hajj Qa-
sem’s personality. He exuded the different quali-
ties of the Iranian-Islamic identity which we are all
trying to achieve. Hajj Qassem is a phenomenon
and a gem that has become part of the national
identity of all Iranians. People believed in his sin-
cerity and courage, and his astonishing funeral
procession was an embodiment of people’s ef-
forts to uphold the Iranian identity.

The youth of our beloved and Islamic land, who
have grown up with the love of Martyr Qassem
Soleimani, have seen in him, his image, and his
whispered words “resistance;” “sacrifice,” “strug-
gle,” and “devotion” to the defense of Allah’s sanc-
tuary. They will try to continue his path with even
greater motivation and complete faith in the real-
ization of God’s promise, as they thirst to fight and
avenge the criminals of the world.

We seek guidance from his great spirit so that
we can take a few steps on this path. The school
of thought of Hajj Qasem must be talked about
everywhere, and we should take it as our respon-
sibility to spread his values.
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Architect

How Gen. Soleimani designed a new regional geometry

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Since the early 2000s, the United States has poured
trillions of dollars and deployed thousands of troops into West
Asia, all in pursuit of its grand vision for a “new Middle East.” This
vision, also referred to as the “great Middle East,” envisions a tight-
ly integrated regional security architecture, comprising “demo-
cratic” nations aligned with the United States.

While a few countries, such as the UAE and Saudi Arabia, ap-
peared to fit the “vibrant democracy” model Washington sought, a
significant number of states in West Asia were deemed in need of
substantial transformation.

To bring this ambitious plan to fruition, Washington initiated a
series of invasions and lent support to insurgencies in countries
perceived as disagreeable. It directly engaged in military interven-
tions in Afghanistan and Irag, while stoking the flames of terrorism
and chaos in Syria and Libya. Nations that proved resistant to di-
rect confrontation or were not susceptible to destabilization were
met with punishing economic sanctions, akin to the measures im-
posed on Iran.

In its endeavor to reshape the entire West Asia, the U.S. need-

ed to eliminate any groups or movements seeking to challenge
Washington’s dominance. Over time, various forces emerged in the

region, launching attacks against American positions in a bid to ex-
pel US. troops from their respective nations. These fighters posed
an increasingly significant threat to American interests, especially
when a military leader succeeded in uniting and coordinating them
more closely. Iranian General Qassem Soleimani swiftly became
a target for the US. after revitalizing the fragmented resistance
across the region. Fighters in Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Irag, and
Yemen began to leverage the commander’s expertise, utilizing his
guidance to reorganize into steadfast bulwarks standing against
the U.S. and its allies, who sought to exploit their lands, wealth, and
resources.

That's why when in January of 2020, Washington decided to as-
sassinate the general, it struggled to justify the act based on inter-
national law. The U.S. assassinated General Soleimani on Iragi soil,
while he was there for a diplomatic mission. It did it in cold blood
and did not think twice about violating the laws it so vehemently
bloviates, as it believes itself and its allies to be above every law
and moral standard.

With the elimination of the biggest supporter of resistance forc-
es, the U.S. saw a big opportunity to initiate the final phases of its
transition toward the “new Middle East”. The higgest issue of the
Muslim world, the Palestinian cause, now needed to be addressed.
As apart from resistance groups, Arab states in the region had

shown little to no regard towards the Palestinian issue, the U.S.
began its efforts to sideline Palestinians through the Abraham Ac-
cords. The UAE and Bahrain gladly embraced the deal, and normal-
ized their relations with Israel, while Saudi Arabia awaited its turn,
feeling compelled to temper its overt alignment with Tel Aviv due
to its custodianship of Islam’s most sacred sites.

However, as a normalization agreement with Riyadh appeared
imminent, Palestinians returned to the center of attention. A suc-
cessful operation conducted by the Hamas resistance movement
on October 7 dealt a heavy blow to the Israeli regime and sent
shockwaves across Western political circles, which had presumed
the resistance weakened following the assassination of Gener-
al Soleimani. And as Israel embarked on an unrelenting bombing
campaign against the Gaza Strip, other resistance groups such as
Yemen’s Ansarullah and Lebanon’s Hezbollah swiftly came to the
aid of the Palestinians.

The U.S. now watches in awe as resistance once again gains re-
gional and even international prominence. Washington and Israel
find themselves struggling to give a meaningful military response
to resistance forces’ attacks, as they continue to lose popularity
among the masses. General Soleimani is in a fight to the finish.
Even though he is not here today, his architecture for peace and
security in West Asia is not going anywhere.

General Soleimani pushed for unity among Iraqi Shias,
Sunnis and Kurds: Ammar Hakim

BAGHDAD - leader

Hakim,
of Irag’s National Wisdom Movement, calls
Lieutenant General Soleimani a kind-heart-
ed person who established good inter-
actions with all Iraqgi religious and ethnic
groups, including Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds.

Ammar

“His heart, inherently Islamic, remained
open to all, demonstrating a humane and
compassionate nature,” Hakim tells the
Tehran Times as Iran is marking the fourth
anniversary of his martyrdom by the Trump
administration.

Hakim also says General Soleimani, an an-
ti-terror hero who led the IRGC Quds Force,
was “universally recognized as a charismat-
ic, brave, and revolutionary personality.”

Following is the text of the interview:

Can you share your first encounter with
Martyr Qassem Soleimani?

In the name of God. Martyr Soleimani was
a figure of great prominence, well-known
for his significant responsibilities, especial-
ly in relation to Iraq. My uncle, Martyr Aya-
tollah Seyyed Muhammad Bagir al-Hakim,
and my father, Sayyid Abdul Aziz al-Hakim,
were already in contact with him due to the
specific tasks and expertise he possessed.

Although | had heard of him, | hadn’t met
or spoken to him before, as | was deeply im-
mersed in my academic pursuits in Qom.

As the fall of the Ba'ath regime neared and
the United States initiated actions against
Iraq, it became crucial to strategize for the
era after the (Saddam) regime. Filling the
political vacuum was a pressing concern,
and one of the key aspects was dispatching
scholars, missionaries, and preachers. Iraqgi
society needed to bridge not only the polit-
ical gap but also the religious and cultural
void.

Given my background and expertise, my
father approached me, emphasizing the
urgency of preparing preachers and clerics
from various provinces. He informed me
that Hajj Qassem Soleimani’s brother had
discussed this matter in a meeting, recog-
nizing the need for technical and logistical
coordination, including border issues. My
father instructed me to liaise with the offi-
cial party in the Islamic Republic, which was
the Quds Force, to address these details.

Shortly after, | received a call on the same

day. It marked the initiation of my first di-
rect conversation with Hajj Qassem Solei-

mani, may God have mercy on him.

During our initial phone conversation,
we laid the groundwork for our collabo-
ration, and our first face-to-face meeting
took place in the presence of Martyr Aya-
tollah Hakim. The focus of our discussion
was centered around the deployment of
missionaries. It's worth noting that we had
already conducted several meetings two or
three months before the (Saddam) regime’s
collapse.

After the fall of the regime, with the new
mission at hand and our presence in Iraqg,
coupled with Martyr Soleimani’s expertise
in navigating such situations, our interac-
tions intensified. From 2003 to 2009, my
primary responsibility was the cultural sec-
tor, and we engaged in numerous meetings,
calls, and discussions during this period.

Following Mr. Wald’s passing and my
transition to Baghdad, where | entered the
political arena, our consultations naturally
extended into political domains. Over the six
years, | occasionally carried messages from
my father, and during the tenure of Martyr
Ayatollah Hakim, | conveyed messages from
him as well. These initial six years were
marked by political discussions.

Our relationship endured from 2003 until
his penultimate trip. During his stay in Bagh-
dad on that occasion, we met several times.
Over these extended years, characterized by
mutual feelings, interest, and understand-
ing, our connection extended beyond work
matters. Martyr Soleimani exhibited gen-
uine interest in the Hakim family, my late
father Sayyid Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, and us.
Reciprocally, we shared similar feelings and
interest in him. Thus, our bond comprised
both emotional and work-related aspects.

Did Martyr Soleimani engage with Iragqi
political forces independently, or did he
strive to unite and bring them together?

One notable characteristic of Martyr
Soleimani was his profound love for his
country and the Islamic Republic of Iran. His
heart, inherently Islamic, remained open to
all, demonstrating a humane and compas-
sionate nature. He consistently prioritized
the general interests of Muslims, even in his
interactions with Iragi Arab Shiites.

I've heard accounts from Pakistanis, Af-
ghans, and others who worked with him,
attesting to an unparalleled sense of ca-
maraderie. A person’s true nature often
reveals themselves through their language
and actions during extended collaborations.
Martyr Soleimani’s warm-hearted approach
fostered a sense of inclusion. One never felt
alienated or perceived him as belonging to
another country or ethnicity.

While there may have been some misun-
derstandings among Sunnis regarding po-
litical developments in 2003, his deep and
longstanding relationships with Shiites and
Kurds spoke volumes about his character
and commitment.

Therefore, he initially focused on building

relationships with the Shiites and Kurds,
gradually expanding communication bridg-
es as subsequent developments unfolded.
Our continuous encouragement aimed at
fostering interaction between the Islamic
Republic and all Iragi groups. While relations
with Sunnis were initially weak, it was not
due to a lack of interest on Martyr Solei-
mani’s part but rather a result of misun-
derstandings among these political groups.
Over time, these relationships evolved, and
he actively engaged with all factions during
his visits to Iraq.

How did martyr Soleimani deal with the
fatwa of jihad against Daesh?

Martyr Soleimani demonstrated re-
markable dimensions in his efforts and
activities, universally recognized for his
charismatic, brave, revolutionary, and
pioneering personality. His involvement
began immediately after the fall of Mosul,
preceding Imam Sistani’s fatwa on defen-
sive jihad.

Upon arriving in Iraq, the prevailing con-
ditions were marked by anxiety and fear
due to the advancing ISIS, notorious for its
brutal methods. Baghdad was under im-
minent threat, with low confidence and a
disintegrating military. Martyr Soleimani,
drawing on his experience from the Syrian
crisis, where ISIS originated before moving
to Irag, was well-versed in the tactics of this
extremist group.

His presence instilled confidence among
leaders and troops, and he played a crucial
role in centralizing scattered resources, re-
vitalizing efforts, and boosting morale amid
severe breakdowns within various groups.

As areas between Baghdad and Sa-
marra fell (to Daesh), with Samarra on
the brink of fall and the Al-Askari Shrine
at risk, Martyr Soleimani took proactive
measures. Personally confronting terror-
ists on the road to Samarra, he intervened
to prevent its fall, redrew strategies, and
returned to the field. )

{

Gen. Soleimani and Ammar Hakim in each other’s arms
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Martyr Soleimani played a key role in con-
solidating resources, strengthening efforts,
and leveraging the power of the fatwa of
jihad. However, despite the people’s com-
mitment, lack of organizational and adminis-
trative capability or specific military tactics,
and a shortage of necessary weapons and
ammunition posed significant challenges.
Much of the weaponry fell into the hands of
ISIS, and challenges persisted due to issues
during Mr. al-Maliki's term, elections, and
international opposition to the extension of
his government’s third term, leaving Iraqgis
without substantial assistance.

Even America refused to ship weapons
that we had paid for.

Iraq sought help from countries world-
wide, but only the Islamic Republic, led by the
distinctive and multi-faceted personality of
General Soleimani, stood by Iraq in its time
of need. His expertise in the field, particular-
ly during the war against the unconventional
tactics of ISIS, played a crucial role.

Organizing a comprehensive response
to the fatwa of jihad, he stepped in when
the Iragi army, police, and military appara-
tus were overwhelmed. General Soleimani’s
presence instilled confidence, providing a
unique and pivotal role that ultimately saved
Irag from a perilous situation threatening
the entire political process and the nation.

How did you receive the news of General
Soleimani’s martyrdom, especially as the
attack occurred in Iraq, where he was a
guest of Mr. Adil Abdul Mahdi, responding
to his invitation, alongside the esteemed
General Hajj Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis?

I was asleep when the operation took place
on a Friday night. Waking up before the call
to prayer, | was bombarded with news that
seemed beyond imagination. The loss of two
influential figures, General Soleimani and
al-Muhandis, inside Iraq was a clear violation
of Irag’s sovereignty. The act was intended to
push Iraq into a new challenge. Their mar-
tyrdom greatly affected us emotionally and
spiritually.

The criminal attack contradicted all values,
and from an international law standpoint,
both were official figures in their respective
armed forces. Martyr Soleimani, invited by
the Iragi Prime Minister, was on a mission
to enhance Irag’s role in facilitating dialogue
between the Islamic Republic and Saudi Ara-
bia. His trip had legal clearance, making the
incident more significant.

Immediately contacting the Prime Minis-
ter, we discussed strategies to prevent the
situation from escalating out of control and
how to navigate the aftermath.

The day following the incident, on Friday
evening, we convened a meeting of officials
in our office to strategize our response and
address the potential consequences.

One remarkable trait of Martyr Soleimani
was his conduct during times of conflict—an
attribute of significant importance. People’s
true nature often surfaces when disagree-
ments arise. While consensus naturally fos-
ters special relationships, it’s in moments of
divergence where one’s inner values become
apparent.

Martyr Soleimani demonstrated integrity
not only in agreement but also in disagree-
ment, approaching disputes with fairness.
Despite expressing dissent and occasional
anger, he adhered to a framework of values,
allowing principles to govern his behavior
even in challenging situations.

Having encountered numerous individu-
als, it can be asserted that the exceptional
and multi-dimensional character of Martyr
Soleimani was truly remarkable.

As you may be aware, our late father bat-
tled with cancer and received treatment in
Tehran for an extended 30-month period—a
considerable duration. Normally, even the
closest family members might visit intermit-
tently during such prolonged illnesses—ini-
tially daily, then weekly, and so on. However,
from the onset of our late father’s illness un-
til his passing, Martyr Soleimani visited him
every single day.

It wasn't for official business; my father
repeatedly implored him not to trouble him-
self, citing the challenges of Tehran’s large
and congested city life. Nevertheless, Martyr
Soleimani made daily visits to the hospital,
dedicating an hour to meet with the doctor
and address details.

This act went beyond the expected re-
sponsibilities of Martyr Soleimani, offering
a poignant glimpse into his humanity—one
that entails adequate description.
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Iranians stand as one of the world’s most ancient civilizations,
boasting a history replete with tales of triumph and tribulation,
ascent and descent, and prosperity and adversity. Amidst endur-
ing some of the most harrowing periods in history, the nation has
steadfastly held its ground for millennia.

From enduring invasions by the Greeks and Romans to Arabs, and
Mongols, Iran’s unique geopolitical position has made it a target for
both minor and major aggressors throughout its history, resulting
in irreparable damage to its culture, civilization, and national her-
itage.

Despite having to face off the enemy at times, and coexist with
it at some others, the country has valiantly navigated tumultuous
tides throughout history, avoiding submersion in the hostile seas of
foreign influence seeking to erode its wealth and identity.

One recurring theme across the vast expanse of the nation’s bor-
ders has always been the emergence of remarkable military lead-
ers. These individuals, some previously obscure, have orchestrated
pivotal changes on the battlefield at critical junctures. These men
and women have restored glory and peace to their homeland while
safeguarding ancestral borders, etching their names in the annals
of Iran’s history.

Amidst the tumultuous modemn era of Iran, where historical
patterns often resurface, it is not surprising that such exceptional
leaders are destined to emerge once more to protect their nation.
Hence, as today’s generation delves into the legacies of figures such
as Ariobarzanes, Shah Ismail |, and Mirza Kuchik Khan, future gener-
ations will certainly come to recognize yet another celebrated mili-
tary leader in their history lessons: Qassem Soleimani.

While Soleimani is similar to all those figures in terms of his en-
deavors and patriotism, one thing that makes him stand out among
all of Iran’s national heroes is the fact that despite his martyrdom,
his legacy still goes on.

Early life

The man revered as one of the most influential figures of the 21st
century in West Asia, was born in a remote village in the southeast-
ern province of Kerman. He was the third child of his farmer parents,
who had a total of five kids.

Like many notable people in history, Soleimani had a difficult
upbringing. Though he was raised by loving parents, he had quite a
humble background and had to grapple with deprivation for several
points in his childhood and teens. As villagers, his family relied on
their produce and animals to survive and make money, which proved
to be ameasly amount at the end of each year.

From the tender age of five, Soleimani spent his days assisting
with farm work and tending to livestock as a shepherd. As his an-
nual allotment, he received nothing more than worn-out garments
and two sets of dilapidated rubber shoes. Clad in these meager be-
longings, he diligently tended the sheep, often endangering himself
to ensure their well-being. “l used to go to the wild almond forest
without fearing the wolves that were waiting to hunt the sheep in
the winter,” he wrote in his memoir. Yet, amid these struggles, his
feet endured the harsh terrain, at times causing his tattered shoes
to fail, leaving his toes exposed and bloodied from their encounter
with the rugged path.

Once Soleimani reached his teenage years, he figured he had to
look for an additional stream of income despite being a student. He
left the village for the city after school ended and knocked on the
door of every business in town to find a job. “I knocked on the door
of every shop, café, restaurant, and workshop asking, ‘Do you need
a worker?’ Everyone would look at my small stature and turn me
down.

Despite feeling insignificant and out of place in the bustling ur-
ban environment, Soleimani resolved not to yield, seizing every op-
portunity to assist his parents with their expenses. Ultimately, he
secured employment at a construction site, where his daily tasks
involved the strenuous lifting of heavy objects. Yet, the gratification
of providing for his parents eclipsed every hardship and struggle he
endured. Additionally, the extra income afforded him the chance to
acquire possessions he had never previously enjoyed.

“With two rials, | bought a pack of small Minoo biscuits and four
bananas for five rials. | enjoyed them. All the tiredness | had been

feeling was gone. It was the first time | ate a banana,” he recalled in
his memoir.

During his late teens, Soleimani’s frail physique underwent a re-
markable transformation into a robust and muscular form, attrib-
utable to his fervent engagement in Martial Arts and Zurkhaneh— a
traditional Iranian sport. This newfound strength and agility em-
powered him to evade the clutches of the Shah’s forces amidst the
fervent protests of the days preceding the triumph of the Islamic
Revolution. He did end up getting trapped and badly beaten eventu-
ally, but soon realized that in order to preserve what he truly valued,
he needed to put up a good fight. “I could not move for three days
because of the extreme pain, but | felt a new energy in me. The fear
of being beaten and tortured had disappeared because | thought to
myself that whatever could have happened has already happened.”

Beginning of military career

Soleimani ended up working several jobs in the city following his
first one at a construction site. But after the Islamic Revolution pre-
vailed, Soleimani was appointed as an honorary member of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in Kerman in February 1979. It was
two years after the onset of the devastating war waged against Iran
by Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, supported by the U.S., that Solei-
mani officially joined the IRGC. Despite entering the army at the low-
est rank, he eventually assumed a direct role in numerous pivotal
operations during the arduous 8-year conflict.

The 23-year Soleimani ended up as the commander of a volunteer
force from his home province of Kerman in what became the 41st Sar-
allah Division. He led several operations against separatists inside Iran,
and became familiar with military strategizing pretty early in life.

From the outset of his command, Soleimani appeared impervious
to vanity and arrogance. “He was consistently devout, prioritizing
his religious duties even in the most arduous moments of the war.
His conduct also astonished many; he treated everyone, including
prisoners of war, with the same respect, ensuring the dignity of ev-
ery individual under his command,” remarked General Gholamreza
Baghbani, a long-time comrade who fought alongside Soleimani for
39 years. “He sustained injuries three times during the war, some of
which were severe and required him to temporarily withdraw from
the battlefield for recuperation. Yet, | recall he almost abhorred be-
ing confined to bed rest; it was as if he felt unsettled resting while
aware that his compatriots and people may be in peril,” General
Baghbani recounted. Despite his numerous accomplishments on
the frontlines, Soleimani consistently sought to remain inconspic-
uous and eschewed personal recognition. “His every action was for
the nation; he was unconcerned with personal glory. His sole aim
was the safety and security of our country”.

First tenure post-war

Soleimani, one of the youngest commanders during the Iran-Iraq
war, remained largely unknown after the war in comparison to other
generals who had garnered national recognition in the aftermath of
the conflict.

Following the war, Soleimani dedicated the next decade to com-
batting widespread organized crime, including arms and drug traf-
ficking, in the provinces of Kerman and Sistan-Baluchestan.

By 1998, amid Iran’s recovery from the aftermath of Saddam'’s inva-
sion, Soleimani assumed leadership of the IRGC's Quds Force. Although
still relatively unknown to the Iranian public at the time, his renown
among foreign entities, particularly amidst various warring factions in
Afghanistan, was palpable.

Soleimani reportedly played a crucial role in brokering peace in
war-torn Afghanistan, mediating between diverse Afghan political
groups, and ultimately contributing to the formation of Afghani-
stan’s first post-Taliban government after the 2001 Bonn confer-
ence.

Recognizing the importance of regional stability, Soleimani
embarked on a mission to secure not only Iran but also its neigh-
boring countries. He extended support to groups and govern-
ments in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Palestine, each entangled in
prolonged conflicts with either the Israeli regime or occupying
US. forces. Notably, he played a pivotal role in expelling Israeli
forces from Lebanon during the 2006 conflict. Soleimani is also
credited with aiding Iraq in regaining its sovereignty following

the US. and UK invasion in 2003.
2010s and fight against Daesh

Soleimani, though a longstanding influential figure, rose to na-
tionwide prominence upon his deployment to Syria and Iraq to com-
bat the advancing threat of Daesh terrorists, who had aggressively
taken control of vast territories in both nations.

In the face of global horror sparked by Daesh’s gruesome acts, in-
cluding beheadings and immolations showcased in chilling videos,
General Soleimani took to the battlefield despite daunting odds.

“When we entered Syria, only 16% of the territories remained
outside Daesh’s grasp. The outlook was daunting, but General Solei-
mani instilled in us the belief that we could overcome the terror-
ists by keeping our spirits high and our faith steadfast,” recounted
Mohammad Reza Fallah Zadeh, a commander who stood alongside
Soleimani in Syria. “He led many operations personally, displaying
resolute determination amid adversities. He even lost his father
while we were planning one of the missions. | witnessed his tears
when alone, but he only projected strength when he came face to
face with the soldiers”

Despite all the odds against him, the military leader ended up dis-
mantling every stronghold of Daesh one by one. He eventually defied
global expectations in 2017 by accomplishing what seemed to be an
absolutely insurmountable task.

Soleimani announced the end of Daesh in a letter to Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. While attribut-
ing the victory to the power of God, he wrote, “With the liberation
of Abu-Kamal, the lowering of the US-Zionist Daesh flag, and the
raising of the Syrian flag, as your soldier on the battlefield, | humbly
declare the end of the cursed tree’s corruption and dominance.”

U.S. assassination of Gen. Soleimani

Soleimani’s remarkable life was intertwined with extraordinary
events, and his passing followed a momentous trajectory. In early
January 2020, former U.S. President Donald Trump ordered a drone
strike that tragically ended Soleimani’s life upon his arrival in Bagh-
dad, Iraq. This targeted killing was widely condemned as a grave
transgression of international law, given that it occurred during
Soleimani’s diplomatic mission in another sovereign nation.

Following this unlawful act, the Trump administration presented
a convoluted array of justifications, fostering international discord
and disapproval. Reportedly, the decision to carry out this act was
intended to appease Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and secure
support from the Zionist lobby in the US. But more importantly,
Soleimani’s role in fostering the axis of resistance, standing against
U.S. hegemony and exploitation in West Asia, had drawn vehement
ire from the U.S. administration.

In the wake of his untimely death, Soleimani was posthumously
promoted to the rank of lieutenant general, a testament to his en-
during impact. The overwhelming turnout at his funeral cortege un-
derscored his unprecedented public standing, despite his relatively
low public profile during his active years as a military leader.

Despite concerted efforts by anti-Iran and Westem-backed media out-
lets to vilify Soleimani, he remains a cherished national hero in the hearts
and minds of millions of Iranians.

Resistance forces in 2024

The U.S. may have anticipated that the assassination of Soleimani
would diminish Iran’s influence in the region and dishearten resis-
tance factions. However, the events of 2023 demonstrated that all
such USS. expectations were fundamentally misplaced.

According to numerous global analysts, 2023 emerged as an
exceptional year for the resistance movement. Operation al-Ag-
sa Storm, spearheaded by Hamas, and the subsequent successful
confrontation with Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip, alongside pivot-
al operations conducted by Yemen’s Ansarullah movement in the
Red Sea, unequivocally conveyed to the world that, if anything, the
assassination of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani has galva-
nized resistance groups, fortifying their resolve and empowerment
in combating the US. and its allies.
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A symbol of struggle and Justice will
resistance: analyst

‘General Soleimani’s strategic approach fostered a
strong bond with the Arab masses’

Mohammed Hassan al-Bahrani, political commentator and former manager of the offices of
Al Jazeera and Al Mayadeen TV channels in Tehran, explains how Iranian General Qassem Solei-
mani possessed the qualities to confront the United States hegemony and the Zionist entity in
the region.

Al-Bahrani tells the Tehran Times these qualities include “confidence (that) stemmed from
his meticulous preparation for the promised victory, with a key element being the necessity of
sincere and sacrificial leadership.”

He also touches on how the martyr Iranian general's legacy “lies not only in military triumphs
but also in his strategic foresight and commitment to fostering unity among Arab nations” as
well the martyr’s “meticulous preparation”.

Below is the full text of the interview.

What was the vision of the martyr General Soleimani regarding the conditions for
achieving victory over the enemies, especially the American arrogance and the Zion-
ist entity?

Some of the most prominent and powerful qualities of the martyr General Qasem Soleimani
include his unwavering faith, dedication, and confidence in the divine victory of Allah for the front
of truth against falsehood.

His sincerity and trust emanated from his absolute belief that Allah’s victory is inevitable for
the believers, as stated in the holy Quran: “If you support Allah, He will support you and make
your foothold firm”

The late martyr firmly believed that achieving this victory required thorough preparation and
readiness for the front of truth against falsehood.

His life and journey reflect his commitment to facing the global powers of arrogance, particu-
larly the United States, and their presence in Syria, Irag, Palestine, and Yemen.

Throughout his two-decade-long leadership of the Quds Force, he confronted discord, divi-
sion, and terrorism deployed by these arrogant powers in the region.

Martyr Qasem Soleimani had absolute confidence that Allah’s victory for the resistance move-
ments in Irag was inevitable.

This confidence stemmed from his meticulous preparation for the promised victory, with a
key element being the necessity of sincere and sacrificial leadership. His unwavering faith, ded-
ication, and preparedness embodied the qualities essential for achieving the promised victory.

What was the vision of the martyr General Soleimani re-
garding the conditions for achieving victory over enemies,
especially American imperialism and the Zionist entity?

In our countries, whether in Iran or Irag, with Iran leading,
it is crucial to have dedicated leadership in nations support-
ed by Iran, such as Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Yemen, and
other places, including Latin America.

in Stl ”.e d These countries have been arenas for confronting enemies,
b G I. including imperialist powers like the United States and West-
Y enera ern nations, along with their followers in the region, including

S 0 l e |m an | in our various terrorist groups.

. Martyr General Soleimani worked towards achieving sev-
T'egl on h as b OT N @eral goals, including raising awareness among Islamic pop-
. . ulations about the justice of their cause and the need to con-

tan gl b I-e frl,l IT. front the forces of imperialism.

The divine victory he sought required an understanding of
the nature of the confrontation, as achieving triumph involves
awareness of the challenges posed by global imperialist powers, led by the United States.

General Soleimani’s journey highlighted his success in raising continuous awareness in the
region about the challenges posed by imperialist forces and the terrorism they fostered in Is-
lamic countries.

This was particularly evident in Irag, Syria, and Lebanon. His efforts aimed to inform people
about the nature of these challenges and the ambitions of imperialist powers, primarily the U.S.
administration and how it fostered terrorism in Islamic nations.

How did the late martyr manage to achieve all those successes and victories in various
fronts against American imperialism and the Zionist entity?

The late martyr Qassem Soleimani'’s remarkable success in this arena can be attributed to his
adept cultivation of trust with influential Arab elites. His strategic approach fostered a strong
bond with the Arab masses, effectively preparing them to confront common adversaries, includ-
ing colonial powers, imperial forces, and terrorist factions.

Soleimani’s influence extended across Syria, Irag, and Lebanon, where he orchestrated nota-
ble achievements. In the context of Palestine, a region deeply aware of the Zionist threat, Solei-
mani played a pivotal role in reinforcing the Palestinian cause.

His support, both in terms of weaponry and financial resources, significantly contributed to the
resilience of the Palestinian people in their struggle against Zionist aggression and occupation.

The resilient spirit of resistance instilled by the martyr General Soleimani in our region has
borne tangible fruit. Clear victories began to unfold in 2017, as he foresaw the waning influence
of terrorism in Syria and Irag. By the close of 2017 and the onset of 2018, there was a substantial
reduction in terrorist activities in both countries.

It is noteworthy that these achievements occurred despite strenuous efforts by the US. ad-
ministration to sow discord and instability in Syria and Iraq.

The martyr Soleimani’s legacy lies not only in military triumphs but also in his strategic fore-
sight and commitment to fostering unity among Arab nations. The impact of his efforts rever-
berates through the region, leaving a lasting imprint on the geopolitical landscape.

The resilient
spirit of
resistance

prevail for
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martyr Soleimani

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Iran remains steadfast-
ly committed to bringing to justice
those responsible for the assassi-
nation of Lieutenant General Qas-
sem Soleimani, says the head of the
Constitutional Council's Research
Institute.

Abbasali Kadkhodaei, a law expert
who has also been appointed as the
chief of the special committee for
legal and international follow-up on
the assassination of General Solei-
mani, says the assassins of the leg-
endary anti-terror commander “will
face justice in a fair and impartial
court”

In an interview with the Tehran
Times, Kadkhodaei says General
Soleimani was a “selfless soldier”
who dedicated his life to protecting
the lives of Iranian civilians and the
people of the world in general from
the savagery of the terrorist groups,
particularly Daesh (ISIS/ISIL).

As a hero whose legacy will nev-
er be forgotten, the commander
“rescued countless innocent lives,
including women and children, from
the clutches of death, captivity, and
enslavement” by the Daesh terrorist
group, Kadkhodaei notes.

The general faced immense chal-
lenges but he ultimately succeeded
in defeating Daesh and other dan-
gerous terrorist groups in the re-
gion.

Following is the full text of the in-
terview:

What steps have been taken to
bring the perpetrators of General
Soleimani’s assassination to jus-
tice?

The name and the memory of this
high-ranking martyr will always
remain eternal in the hearts of the
people of Iran and all the free people
of the world at national and interna-
tional levels.

The special committee for le-
gal and international follow-up of
the assassination of Hajj Qassem
Soleimani has been diligently pur-
suing legal action both domestically
and internationally. In the domestic
realm, the judicial branch has issued
an indictment for the defendants,
and the trial proceedings are ex-
pected to commence shortly after
the completion of preliminary for-
malities.

On the international stage, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been
actively engaged in the case for
months, preparing Iran’s lawsuit
against the United States govern-
ment at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) under the provisions of
the 1973 Convention on Internation-
ally Protected Persons. Once Iran
files its petition, the ICJ will officially
begin the proceedings.

What international mechanisms
can be used to bring those re-
sponsible for the assassination to
book?

One of the key international ob-
ligations the United States govern-
ment has undertaken by ratifying
the 1973 Convention is to safeguard
internationally protected persons
from harm. However, the US. gov-
emment blatantly violated this
commitment when it assassinated
General Soleimani, a high-ranking
Iranian official under international
protection.

The 1973 Convention also man-
dates that member states either

prosecute or extradite individuals
accused of assassinating interna-
tionally protected persons. Articles
6 and 7 of the convention specifical-
ly require governments to surrender
suspects to the country where the
accused is performing their duties,
and if not, to initiate legal proceed-
ings.

Despite these clear obligations,
the United States has failed to honor
its commitments. The 1973 Conven-
tion, with its emphasis on articles
7 and 8, serves as the cornerstone
for the extradition and prosecution
of those involved in General Solei-
mani’s assassination. However, the
US. government has blatantly dis-
regarded these obligations, demon-
strating a pattern of broken prom-
ises.

While the international system’s
mechanisms provide limited tools
for seeking justice in such instanc-
es, the special committee tasked to
pursue the General Soleimani case
has thoroughly reviewed all avail-
able international arrangements.
We are committed to taking appro-
priate action that upholds the dig-
nity of the martyrs and the Iranian
people.

How would the establishment
of an international court between
Iran and Iraq facilitate the prose-
cution of the perpetrators of Gen-
eral Soleimani’s assassination?

First and foremost, it is the re-
sponsibility of governments to bring
to justice individuals accused of vio-
lating international criminal law. Do-
mestic courts in the country where
the crime occurred or the victim’s
country of origin generally preside
over such cases. These courts are
considered the most appropriate
ways for investigation and account-
ability, adhering to the principle of
supplemental jurisdiction.

The proposed establishment of
a joint international court between
Iran and Iraq stems from the po-
tential to maximize international
involvement in the prosecution of
General Soleimani’s assassinators
and bolster the legal capacity of the
respective nations to address this
crime.

A significant impact of the Inter-
national Court of Iran and Iraq would
be the implementation of fair trials
for those responsible for the assas-
sination, utilizing international ele-
ments to the fullest extent.

However, it is crucial to acknowl-
edge that the establishment of this
court hinges upon the political will
of the parties involved. By incor-
porating effective international
elements and interventions, the
relevant court, acting on behalf of
the international community’s in-
terests, can safeguard the rights
of Iran and Iragq and ensure that
the crime does not go unpunished.

How do you assess the Iraqi gov-
ernment’s cooperation with Iran in
pursuing the case of General Solei-
mani’s assassination?

The Iragi government, the coun-
try where the crime occurred, has
been relatively cooperative with the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the pur-
suit of justice for Martyr Soleimani.
Currently, a criminal case has been
filed against Donald Trump under
the charge of terrorist act in the
Iragi judicial system, once the case
concludes, a red notice will be issued
to him by the international police.

Furthermore, four joint judicial
investigation committees have been
convened between Iran and Irag,
facilitating the exchange of crucial
documents and judicial correspon-
dence. These meetings will un-
doubtedly aid in advancing the case
at both domestic and international
levels.

The U.S. has a reputation foract-
ing withimpunity and disregarding
international norms. In light of this
fact, what do you expect to be the
outcome of legal action against
the U.S. for the assassination?

The US's disregard for intemation-
al law is indeed evident in the case of
General Soleimani’s assassination,
which is ongoing in the interational
arena. The U.S’s blatant violation of in-
ternational conventions and custom-
ary laws is undeniable. Despite Iran’'s
repeated requests through diplomatic
channels and in accordance with the
1973 Convention, the U.S. has failed to
respond or acknowledge its responsi-
bility for this heinous act.

Iran has pursued a multifacet-
ed legal and political strategy in its
international efforts to bring those
responsible for General Soleimani’s
assassination to justice. However,
the US. has consistently evaded its
obligations and demonstrated a
blatant disregard for international
norms.

“The
perpetrators
of this heinous
crime (the
General
Soleimani
assassination)
will face justice
in a fair and
impartial
court. Thereis
no escape for
them.”

Our only hope now lies in the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ),
which can hold the U.S. accountable
for its unilateral actions and bring
the truth to light.

Despite the US!s attempts to dis-
tort the narrative and block justice,
there are credible international doc-
uments that support Iran’s position.
The 2020 report of the UN Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms while coun-
tering terrorism, presented at the
44th session of the Human Rights
Council, explicitly states that the
assassination of General Soleima-
ni was a “first-of-its-kind” attack
against a high-ranking official of a
foreign government in the territory
of another country, and it constitut-
ed an “unjustifiable crime” by the
U.S. without any legal grounds.

The endorsement of this report
by the Human Rights Council lends

it significant credibility, and serves
asatestament to the U.S!s wrongful
act and its international responsi-
bility. Iran has every right to bring
its case to the UN General Assembly
to expose the US’s crimes and seek
justice for General Soleimani.

What international hurdles have
hindered the pursuit of justice?

In the international arena, the lack
of a government’s consent often
impedes legal proceedings against
individuals involved in such crimes.
This limitation underscores the un-
derdeveloped structure of the inter-
national community and its short-
comings in upholding justice.

Furthermore, the US!s substan-
tialinfluence on international bodies
and its propensity to exert pressure
and intimidation have presented
obstacles in addressing this case
through established international
bodies. However, the unwavering
determination of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to overcome the US's
influence and pursue justice has en-
abled the country to overcome many
of these inhibiting factors and ad-
vance the case to its current stage.

Despite these obstacles, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has utilized its
limited tools to their fullest extent,
demonstrating a steadfast commit-
ment to bringing those responsible
for General Soleimani’s assassina-
tion to justice.

How much are you confident
that the assassin of General Solei-
mani and his associate will face
justice?

Without a doubt, the unjust killing
of Martyr Soleimani and his com-
panions will not be in vain. It will
serve as a catalyst for a positive
change in the world. The perpetra-
tors of this heinous crime will face
justice in a fair and impartial court.
There is no escape for them.

It is important to remember that
the efforts being made to achieve
justice for Martyr Soleimani are
like a drop of water in a vast ocean
compared to the sacrifices made by
this selfless soldier. He dedicated
his life and family to protecting his
country’s children and the security
of people worldwide.

Throughout his illustrious career,
spanning over four decades, Martyr
Soleimani  unwaveringly supported
the defenseless people of the region,
regardless of their faith or beliefs. He
tirelessly safeguarded the well-being
of humanity.

In his relentless struggle against
injustice, this high-ranking martyr
rescued countless innocent lives,
including women and children, from
the clutches of death, captivity, and
enslavement. He faced immense
challenges and resisted, ultimately
defeating Daesh and other danger-
ous terrorist groups from the world.

The United States' brutal act of
assassinating Soleimani will forever
be etched in the minds of the Iranian
people, those in the region, and all
freedom-loving individuals around
the globe. His legacy will never be
forgotten.

The task of bringing those re-
sponsible for this terrorist crime to
justice is a solemn duty we carry out
with unwavering commitment. We
will not rest until justice is served
and the righteousness of this no-
ble martyr is resoundingly affirmed
throughout the world.
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When marking the fourth anniver-
sary of the assassination of Iranian
Lieutenant-General Qassem Soleimani,
commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps’ Quds Force, and Abu
Mehdi al-Muhandis, the deputy com-
mander of the Iragi Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units (PMU), it is not sufficient to
just concentrate on the martyrs.

Essentially, one must focus and dif-
ferentiate between the martyrs and
the assassins.

To be more precise, who and what
the martyrs represented while taking
into consideration who and what the
assassins represented.

On one hand, martyr Qassem Solei-
mani characterized everything the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran stands for.

For instance, when the Daesh ter-
rorist group took over one-third of
Iragi territory and in Irag’s most diffi-
cult hour in the summer of 2014, it was
General Soleimani who was the first to
arrive on the battlefield.

Representing Iran, he traveled to Iraq
with other Quds Force military advisors
to help the newly formed PMU, the only
force that could counter the threat of
the Daesh terrorism.

The terrorist group was slaughter-
ing civilians, treating women as slaves,
destroying holy Muslim and Christian
sites, and other vicious acts based on
its stated mission to take control of the
entire country and expand its terrorist
acts to the region and the world. How-
ever, their barbaric acts were put to a
halt by the two martyrs.

Alongside Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis,
General Soleimani trained the PMU
members, raised their morale and
fighting spirit,and joined them at times
of pain when many were martyred and
also at times of celebration after the
success of military operations. They
together also faced hunger, thirst, and
other problems on the battlefield.

Essentially, these two anti-terror
icons embedded themselves with the
PMU.

Unlike other military commanders
who sit back in the barracks and give
orders from a place of safety, these
two legendary commanders led the
forces against Daesh and oversaw the
operations from the line of fire.

The social media footage and photos
that went viral show they were eating

for in representing the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, and this is what Abu Mehdi
al-Muhandis stood for in representing
the PMU under the fatwa (decree) of
Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali al-Sistani
in Najaf.

Their faith also played a major role in
their humanitarian characters.

Whenever Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis
led a battle in largely Sunni-populated
areas of Irag, he first held a meeting on
the floor with Sunni tribal sheikhs to
reassure them that the PMU poses no
threat to their people.

This is what drove so many Sunni
Muslims to enlist with the PMU.

However, these two icons were as-
sassinated in drone strikes on Janu-
ary 3, 2020, upon the order of Donald
Trump, who was occupying the White

The names of General Soleimani and al-
Muhandis will go down in the history books as
the commanders who defeated Daesh in three

years while U.S. commanders were saying it
would take ten years to finish the job.

simple food, sitting under the heat of
summer or cold of winter, and sleeping
or resting in the deserts where they
planned military operations under fire.
They were the epitome of humanity,
compassion, and leadership.

This is what General Soleimani stood

House at the time.

Donald Trump openly declared he
had ordered the drone strikes in the vi-
cinity of Baghdad International Airport.
He gave explanations as to why he had
ordered the strikes, which were all lies.

One only has to look at how the U.S.

has dealt with Iraq over the past two
decades.

Putting aside its ongoing illegal oc-
cupation and violating its land and air-
space, the US. has left a dark stain on
Iraqi society.

The United States’ invasion of Iraq in
2003 is replete with many crimes and
scandals. The US. itself has admitted
that during its occupation of the coun-
try, it committed numerous crimes
against Iraqi civilians.

The U.S. military destroyed the coun-
try’s vital infrastructure and other ser-
vices, imprisoned hundreds of thou-
sands, and conducted barbaric forms
of torture against Iraqis, both men and
women.

The scandalous treatment of Amer-
ican troops against Iraqi prisoners at
Abu Ghraib, the gang rape of a 14-year-
old Iragi girl along with the murder of
her family by drunken soldiers in Mah-
mudiyah will stay in the memory of the
world. The list of American crimes in
Iraq is endless.

This is the same United States be-
fore it assassinated General Soleimani
and Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis.

By the will of the Iraqgi resistance,
the Americans were kicked out of the
country and their dark occupation
came to an end in 2011.

However, based on the admissions
of Trump and his secretary of state
and spy chief Mike Pompeo, as well as
high-ranking American military com-
manders, the U.S. created Daesh, which
experts say was the pretext the Penta-
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gon used to reoccupy Iraq.

With the creation of Daesh, Washing-
ton put Irag under an existential threat.

The list of

American crimes in

Iraq is endless.

Daesh did not operate as an army, so
US. airstrikes to allegedly fight them
only reduced Iraqi cities to rubble. It
also allowed Daesh to flourish with
more Takfiri extremists joining the
group. The U.S. is responsible for all the
crimes that Daesh committed in Iraq.

The only way this terrorist group
could have been defeated was deploy-
ing foot soldiers on the ground to en-
gage in street battles. This is what the
U.S. knowingly refrained from doing so.

And this is what martyrs Qassem
Soleimani and Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis
achieved themselves.

Their names will go down in the his-
tory books as the commanders who
defeated Daesh in three years while
U.S. commanders were saying it would
take ten years to finish the job.

They will also go down in history for
their unique military wisdom, humani-
ty, compassion, and valor. They coura-
geously entered the heart of the bat-
tlefield and shed tears when the PMU
members were killed by Daesh.

Iraq is now a much safer country to-
day thanks to the courage that these

two iconic martyrs displayed by put-
ting their own lives on the line on mul-
tiple occasions in many battles against
Daesh, for the sake of Iraqi civilians.

The US. and its military will be re-
membered for the exact opposite:
Cruelty and cowardice in assassinating
the anti-terror icons and censoring the
world from telling the truth in the af-
termath of the assassinations.

Can any fair-minded Iraqi individual
trust the U.S. which delayed the ship-
ment of weapons to Iraq that the gov-
ernment had already paid for them to
prevent the advance of this horribly
bloodthirsty group as a friend, and in-
stead portray Iran, which its legendary
general rushed to the help of Iragis on
the first day of Daesh’s territorial gains
and provided weapons and logistical
support to the country, as an enemy?

Can anyone in Irag conclude that it is
the U.S. which is an ally or Iran!?

In the worst-case scenario, every
now and then, you hear some voices
in Iraq whose pockets are filled with
dollars from the American embassy in
Baghdad saying the U.S. is our friend,
despite all the crimes it had committed
in Iraq (in particular, its torture of the
jailed Iragi women), and Iran is just a
neighbor.

This is where corruption comes into
play. And not just financial corruption
but corruption of the mind, awareness,
and consciousness. An open blindness
to history and individuals who have
been brainwashed by the U.S. embassy
in Baghdad.

General Soleimani thwarted U.S. and Israeli plots in the region

The Iranian Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani thwarted
many plots by the United States
to destabilize West Asia.

All these American plots were
intended to guarantee the sta-
bility of Washington's regional
proxy, the Israeli regime, to carry
out their joint sinister plans of di-
viding West Asia and turning one
neighbor against another.

At one stage, the principle of
divide and conquer was working
at its best. The Israeli regime
did most of the project to divide,
and the United States conducted
most of the project to conquer.

This was especially true since
the September 11 attacks and
America’s so-called “war on ter-
ror” in the immediate aftermath.
This so-called “war on terror”
saw the highest level of terrorism
against civilians that the West
Asia region had ever witnessed in
modern history.

It also saw the highest level of

division among neighbors in the
region.

As the commander of the Quds
Force of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Quds Force, Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani played
a crucial role in strengthening the
Palestinian resistance in the be-
sieged Gaza Strip against one of
these two sinister players, name-
ly the Israeli regime.

As a military advisor, he guided
the Palestinian resistance to build
a network of underground tun-
nels and helped its missile pro-
gram to flourish.

Over time, the resistance
against Tel Aviv grew in strength,
which slowly drained the Israeli
regime’s energy. It was forced to
focus on the threat it now faces
from the Gaza Strip to the extent
that it has been besieging the
coastal strip since 2006, in a bid
to prevent arms from reaching
the enclave.

But as we saw in Yemen, you

can blockade a country or a ter-
ritory, but what you cannot do is
prevent a group from building on
its capabilities with the help and
advice of General Soleimani.

Contrary to remarks by Western
leaders and media outlets and the
regime itself, Hamas did invest in
hospitals and expanded them.

But the tunnel network and
missile program were an integral
part of defending the Gaza Strip
from Israeli wars and bombard-
ments in the first place and then
undermining the regime’s plots to
turn countries against each other.

General Soleimani was the brain
behind such missions.

Today, the Israeli regime’s
ground forces are trapped in a
messy quagmire in Gaza where Tel
Aviv has no clue how to withdraw
without declaring victory. And if it
doesn’t declare victory, its prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
his ministers will end up in prison.

On the other hand, the world
is seeing how the plots of the US
and the Israeli regime have failed
again thanks to martyr General
Soleimani’s efforts in West Asia.

The iconic commander’s mis-
sions ranged from dismantling
terrorist groups such as Daesh,
which wreaked havoc in the re-
gion, to putting the occupation
regime of Israel in great trouble
and nullifying Washington’s sin-
ister plots.

Amid such missions, relations
between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia have seen a detente after
seven years of severed diplomat-
ic ties. This has effectively helped
end the war in Yemen, which saw
Tehran and Riyadh backing op-
posing sides.

Syria was also brought back to
the Arab fold in 2023. It attended
its first Arab League summit in
Saudi Arabia after a 12-year sus-
pension.

Arab states have accepted that
the government of Bashar al-As-
sad has survived in Syria, and
many held bilateral discussions in
Damascus to restore diplomatic
ties.

This is another achievement of
General Soleimani, who helped
the Syrian government defeat a
variety of terrorist groups.

Also, the US. withdrew from
Irag in 2011 after committing
many crimes against Iraqi civil-
ians, thanks in part to the efforts
of General Soleimani.

The US. has withdrawn from
Afghanistan as well after a disas-
trous and deadly occupation that
lasted for two decades. The with-
drawal was about as disastrous
as the occupation itself.

The Palestinian resistance
has also changed the equation
against the Israeli regime. Leba-
non’s Hezbollah inflicted a heavy
loss on the Israeli regime in the
summer of 2006 after Tel Aviv

waged war on Lebanon, a victory
that has been largely attributed
to General Soleimani.

Wherever there is a defeat for
the United States and its proxy
regime in the occupied Pales-
tinian territories, and wherever
reports emerge of a restoration
of ties in the region, the image of
General Soleimani stands in the
background.

For two decades, the late Gen-
eral thwarted America’s sinister
plots to the extent that Wash-
ington turned its attention away
from the region and focused on
Russia and China to let its mil-
itary-industrial complex reap
huge benefits.

This has allowed the neighbors
in the region to breathe again,
reevaluate their diplomatic posi-
tions, and foresee that the only
option for a prosperous future is
one of a united front without the
interference of Washington and
Tel Aviv.



JANUARY 3,2024

ung Straight Truth

oY Specialissue on 4th anniversary of Gen. Soleimani assassination

Quds Force chief helped
change the equation in Gaza

General Soleimani helped promote the Gaza
resistance’s courage and deterrence
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TEHRAN- Before Lieutenant General Qa-
ssem Soleimani offered his vast military in-
sight to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip,
the Israeli regime had occupied the coast-
al enclave and committed mass atrocities
against its civilian population.

Over time, and with the assistance and
advice of General Soleimani, the resistance
movement in Gaza grew in strength to the
extent that now its missiles are reaching Tel
Aviv and built an underground tunnel net-
work in the tiny territory. It is now mostly
because of this network of tunnels and the
sacrifices of valiant resistance forces that
the Israeli army finds itself trapped inside
Gaza with no military strategy on how to
win the war it has loudly declared.

These elements of deterrence have
forced the Israeli military to be extremely
careful in conducting its ground offensive
in Gaza.

In the previous Israeli wars in Gaza, its
military refrained from an all-out ground
battle against the Palestinian resistance
forces as it was wary of the heavy losses it
would suffer.
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What General Soleimani created was a
change in the equation, where today the
long-cultivated powerful army in the re-
gion, is unable to carry out its much-pub-
licized claim of eliminating the Palestinian
resistance groups of Hamas and the Islam-
icJihad.

Today, the Israeli regime is paying a heavy
price for entering the Gaza Strip. Despite
about three months of barbaric carnage in
Gaza in which all the laws of war have been
violated, the resistance forces are killing
Israeli troops, continuing to fire missiles at
Tel Aviv, and destroying a record number of
Israeli military vehicles.

The number of Israeli tanks that have
been destroyed in Gaza is unprecedented.

This all goes back to the wisdom of Gen-
eral Soleimani in creating an underground
network of tunnels that has allowed the re-
sistance fighters to ambush Israeli soldiers
and tanks from a point of safety and inflict
heavy damage on the Israeli army’s morale.

As has been wit-

record number of Palestinian women and
children killed and injured by the Israeli
army.

Yet the Israeli army that was once con-
sidered the most powerful in the region is
today struggling to defeat the Palestinian
resistance in Gaza, which is operating in an
area no larger than 365 square kilometers.

We also saw this in Operation Sword of
al-Quds (Jerusalem) in May 2022, which
opened anew chapter in the battle between
the Hamas-led Palestinian resistance and
the occupation army.

All these developments are taking place
after the martyrdom of General Soleimani.
They show how powerful the Palestinian
resistance has grown from the seeds the
martyr General had planted.

In all the battles against terrorism and
American hegemony, General Soleimani’s
eyes were constantly focused on the Pal-
estinians.

He commanded the Quds Force of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps. Quds
(Jerusalem) is the capital of Palestine, and
whilst it is occupied by the Israeli regime,
the resistance General Soleimani helped
develop from Lebanon to Iraq and Syria to
Yemen was all for the sake of the libera-
tion al-Quds (Jerusalem) and ending the
American hegemony in the region, which is
guarding the occupation regime of Israel.

Today, the Palestinian resistance in Gaza
has killed hundreds of Israeli troops and
injured thousands of others, many of them
disabled for life.

Many experts believe the number of Is-
raeli army casualties is even higher as Tel
Aviv is known to downplay its casualty fig-
ures during the wars it wages against the
Gaza Strip and elsewhere.

This is while the Palestinian resistance
has destroyed nearly 1,000 Israeli military
vehicles as the occupation regime is lying
about its military achievements. There is
not a single spot in the Gaza Strip where
the Israeli army has managed to take full
control of in its ongoing campaign of indis-
criminate attacks against Palestinians.

nessed in  many
wars that the Israeli
regime has waged
against Gaza, these
tunnels stretch to
the regime’s military
bases inside the oc-
cupied Palestinian
territories, where
theresistance move-

General Soleimani
commanded the Quds
unit of the IRGC, the
name of the capital of are

Palestine.

The missile pro-
gram that General
Soleimani helped the
Palestinians to de-
velop has grown in
scope and strength
and its projectiles
now raining
down rockets on Tel
Aviv nearly 13 weeks
after the regime

ment has been able
to enter the bases
and make surprise attacks on the enemy
forces.

These are some of the deterrent tools
that General Soleimani created for the re-
sistance, which the Palestinians later ex-
panded.

Contrary to claims by Western leaders
and media, this does not mean that Hamas
did not invest in developing hospitals and
other social welfare activities for the peo-
ple of Gaza.

What General Soleimani offered to the
Palestinians in Gaza was a real element of
resistance, which today, we see, has grown
in power to take revenge for the regime’s
mass slaughter campaigns of women and
children.

The latest Israeli war on Gaza has seen a

started its current
war on Gaza’s civilian
population.

General Soleimani also promoted the
Palestinian resistance movement’s cour-
age and resilience whilst offering the Pal-
estinian people hope of the state that has
been taken away from them with al-Quds
as its capital.

At the end of each war, Israel wages war
against the civilians in Gaza. The Palestin-
ian resistance always thanks the parties
that back it to bring the stated missions of
Tel Aviv to a failure, and on top of the list
always is a special praise for the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

This is who the late martyr Qassem Solei-
mani represented, and this is who the Pal-
estinian resistance refers to both before
his martyrdom and after his martyrdom.

How Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis grew
into a force of resistance

Former Iragi diplomat
Abdul Hassan Masood
spent a significant part
of his life with the dep-
uty commander of the
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Popular Mobilization
Units, Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis.

Speaking to the Tehran Times, he recounts
how the late Iragi military commander pos-
sessed qualities of “assurance” and “comfort-
ing thoughts.”

“These qualities influenced his choice of the
path of resistance since he was young, qualify-
ing him to become a leader in the resistance,’
Abdul Hassan states.

He also discusses how al-Muhandis con-
fronted the tyranny of Saddam'’s regime with-
out fear and how his numerous noble qualities
likened him to General Soleimani, in addition to
his special connection with the Iragi Popular
Mobilization Units.

Below is the full text of the interview.

You spent a lot of time with Abu Mehdi
al-Muhandis. How would you define his
personality?

In the name of God, the most gracious, the
most merciful.

In the realm of personal studies or under-
standing someone’s biography, there are two
types of readings. One involves reviewing a
series of events that the person experienced
and recorded in their name, depicting the di-
mensions of their personality and life story. The
other is analytical, where we comprehend the
person through their actions and deeds. It elu-
cidates their qualities, outlines their character,
and serves as a constant measure throughout
their life. For instance, when we say Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) is courageous, it doesn't
merely limit his courage to battlefields but
extends to all aspects of his life. In the market-
place, he is courageous; in administration, he is
courageous; in his speeches, he is courageous;
and even in the judiciary, he is courageous. This
becomes the central theme to describe Imam
Ali’'s courage, as affirmed by the Egyptian writ-
er Abbas Mahmoud Al-Aqqgad in his encyclope-
dia on the genius of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him).

This introduction is useful for our discussion
about the blessed martyr Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, Hajj Jamal. To understand the central
aspects of martyr Jamal (Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis), we explore his behavior, relationships,
and how he dealt with the tasks entrusted to
him or those he handled, driven by a sense of
responsibility towards them. If we were to ask,
what is the central trait of the personality that
characterized martyr Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.

Certainly, | have investigated this matter in
his personality through my relationship with
him and all stages of his life, as well as the
collaborative work that brought us together
directly in the seventies at the Technological
University in Baghdad.

It's evident that tranquility was a prominent
characteristic in his university studies, profes-
sional endeavors, and within the ranks of the
Islamic Dawa Party, as well as in all aspects of
daily life. Assurance was the central axis around
which the features of his personality converged.

Certainly, this is reflected in his biography
and his handling of responsibilities, resulting
in excellence marked by precision, good perfor-
mance, and the invocation of intellect and wis-
dom. All of these were nurtured in the embrace
of tranquility, a constant presence with him.

What stands out for you about his role
during the era of the former Ba’athist re-
gime in Iraq under Saddam Hussein?

One of the memories | hold, which had an
impact on my life and is related to tranquil-
ity, is when our direct supervisor, martyr
Muthanna Mohammed Abdul Rahman, asked
me and the martyr Jamal (Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis) for a sudden and unusual favor. It
was for our future meetings to take place in
the small gardens opposite the General Se-
curity Directorate in Baghdad (the White Pal-
ace), to avoid intense surveillance by security
personnel and the heightened presence of
the military at that time.

So, the orders were received by martyr Abu
Mahdi, and he welcomed them with clear re-
assurance and positive engagement. He didn't
inquire about why this particular location was
chosen at this stage. He indeed arrived on time

in front of the General Security Directorate,
bringing along some food, and spoke about his
work with utmost tranquility.

He boldly discussed the network of preach-
ers, their connections, circles, evaluations, and
many names within his plans. What caught my
attention was his audacity, as he would pull out
from his pocket the fabric of the preacher net-
work and circles within the university.

Our presence in front of the General Secu-
rity Directorate, challenging them in their own
stronghold, contributed to the magnitude of
performance, determination, and responsibility.

It was as if he was creating a direct challenge
for himself, asserting that the battlefield ex-
tended from his seat in front of the most pow-
erful security institution controlling Irag and its
people. This institution knew only the rule of
execution, even in the simplest matters.

This attitude fueled a sense of reassurance
within him. When he completed his work at the
university and smoothly handed over his duties,
| personally received from him all the docu-
ments, statistics, lists, and the network of circle
connections.

He was extremely cautious in entrusting
these, following the principle that “actions are
judged by their conclusions”. With a high level
of reassurance, | can't exaggerate if | say that
martyr Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis is inconceivable
without the element of reassurance.

Having lived between Kuwait and Iran, he ex-
celled in fulfilling his religious duty and exuded
tranquility.

What made him special during the days
of resistance against the American occu-
pation, Daesh and his role with the Popu-
lar Mobilization Units?

Honestly, his loyalty and support for the Is-
lamic Revolution and his close relationship with
the commander of the Quds Force, martyr Qa-
ssem Soleimani.

All of that defined the personal characteris-
tics of martyr Abu Mahdi. Abu Mahdi stood out
with qualities and behaviors during his pres-
ence in Iraq that distinguished him from ev-
eryone bearing responsibility over the last two
decades. If we delve into them, we find the pre-
dominant trait was tranquility. Let's take some
examples from his daily life and how he faced
them with high reassurance.

He was keen to check on the fighters, get to
know aspects of their lives, wipe their heads
with his affectionate hand, and individually
embrace them. This wasn't just a result of his
humility and contentment.

Consider how he sat with them, exchanged
conversations on the simplest matters of life,
then shared his portion of food without any
pretense and without leaving any impact but
from a natural humane view.

He never made them feel that their relation-

ship was one where he was in control of them
but rather a relationship of love and shared re-
sponsibility with different roles.

Even to the point where all the members of
the Popular Mobilization Units began to ex-
perience his affection towards them. This was
expressed in our lives through what circulated
about him. In our households, when a venera-
ble man or grandfather in the family emanates
emotions and tendermness, people refer to him
as “elder” acknowledging the warmth he pro-
vides.

In all his encounters, he was keen to instill
positive and comforting thoughts, encouraging
them to bear life’s challenges with kindness, re-
flection, and consideration. He emphasized that
we shape our lives with our own hands, facing
them with benevolence and contemplation.

Yet, the crucial aspect is to live in a state of
tranquility as long as we are with God. He is
our comfort and companion on the journey, for
whoever is with God, God is with them.

Thus, he nurtured them with profound and
noble meanings and ideas. With these attrac-
tive virtues, he captivated the hearts of every
member of the Popular Mobilization Units and
the general public, especially those who had the
privilege of meeting and living with him.

He dealt with transparency, unswayed by ti-
tles or names; his focus was on revealing the
truth and expressing his mission. Fearless of
anyone but Allah, his aim was to acquaint peo-
ple with the values and principles for which he
struggled. His behavior consistently aligned
with his declarations, a result of the deep sense
of tranquility that enveloped him.

Indeed, for most people, their primary con-
cemn is the compensation they receive for their
work, even for the dedicated and diligent, to
meet their needs and livelihood. However, the
late martyr Abu Mahdi was a special case.

One of his close associates, concerned with
collecting his monthly entitlements, which
amounted to six months’ worth due to his ab-
sence from his direct duties in Irag on one of
his missions. Despite being informed of this, his
calm response was, “| don't deserve these six
months’ pay,” and he requested the amount to
be returned to the state treasury.

Such instances, along with similar stories,
encapsulate the meanings and values embed-
ded in the behavior of the martyr, Hajj Abu Mah-
di al-Muhandis.

In the tranquility that enveloped him, the
culmination of his life was to draw near to God
through martyrdom, striving to uphold the
truth and support the cause of God. It was in-
deed fitting for Allah to receive him with the
reception of the reassured, as affirmed by the
Almighty in his holy book.
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National event of Shahid al-Quds:

Southern Iranian city of Kerman,
the birthplace of Martyr Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani, recent-
ly hosted a national visual event ti-
tled “Shahid al-Quds” (Martyr of al-
Quds) to honor his blessed name.

Organized by Kerman's Art Bu-
reau in collaboration with the
Kerman General Department of
Culture and Islamic Guidance, the
National Iranian Copper Industries
Company, and the Public Relations
of the Sar-Cheshmeh Copper Com-
plex, the event aimed to pay tribute
to Martyr Soleimani and the other
Iranian martyrs, gathering more
than one hundred artists from
across the country.

During the opening ceremony
held on December 20 at the newly
established Culture and Art Hall
in Kerman, prominent visual art-
ists added a special touch to the
event. Mojtaba Asadi, the director
of Kerman's Art Bureau, warmly
welcomed the artists, expressing
gratitude to Martyr Qassem Solei-
mani for bringing together talent
from all corners of Iran.

The national Shahid al-Quds

a journey of artis
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event, which is part of the “Narra-
tion of Habib” program, spanned
three days in Kerman and involved
120 artists creating works inspired
by recent events in Gaza and the
memory of the esteemed martyr.

Notable artists and organizers
of the national Shahid al-Quds
event, including Mohammadreza
Dustmohammadi, Mojtaba Majle-
si, Hamed Maghruri, Mohammad
Saber Sheikh Rezai, and Mehdi
Sohrabi Nasr, emphasized the sig-
nificance of art in shedding light
on oppressors and shaping public
opinion. Calls were made for artists
to use their creativity as a weapon
against crimes, particularly those
in Gaza. The event also featured
regular visits by executive officials,
providing guidance and support to
the participating artists.

Following the formal ceremony,
the artists immersed themselves
in their projects, demonstrating
unwavering dedication despite
the cold weather. The organizers,
in tandem with some officials, in-
termittently approached each art-
ist to offer guidance. The artistic

commitment was palpable as time
flew by unnoticed. Eventually, the
participants were informed that it
was time to visit a holy place. Buses
lined up, and the artists departed in
groups, heading towards the sacred
shrine of Martyr Soleimani. The at-
mosphere grew more profound as
the mosque of Sahib al-Zaman (AS)
next to the Kerman Martyrs Ceme-
tery came into view. Visitors were
moved to tears, taking solace in
quiet contemplation. Mohammad-
reza Miri, an artist, captured the
moments and emotions on canvas.

The second day commenced ear-
ly in the morning, and while par-
ticipants could have spent the day
with their families celebrating Yal-
da, their devoted commitment kept
them kilometers away. Officials
made intermittent visits, with Mo-
hammad-Mehdi Fadakar, the gov-
ernor of Kerman, Mohammad-Reza
Pourebrahimi, the representative
of the honorable people of Kerman
and Raver in the Iranian Parlia-
ment, and Mohsen Ruhi, the Direc-
tor-General of Culture and Islamic
Guidance in Kerman, spending sig-
nificant time at the event.

As the third day arrived, the
sense of farewell permeated the
air. The ideas and designs had ma-
tured, hinting at remarkable out-
comes. A small Yalda gathering was
organized at the end of the day for
artists and event organizers. Lat-
er, a panel evaluated the artistic
pieces created during the event,
and cash prizes of 70 million rials,
50 million rials, and 30 million ri-
als were awarded to the top three
works respectively.

The national visual event of Sha-
hid al-Quds does not culminate in a
closing ceremony but instead rep-
resents an ongoing journey, with
revolutionary artists committed to
pursuing it until the re-appearance
of Imam Mahdi and the fall of op-
pressors.

Lieutenant  General Qassem
Soleimani, a distinguished Irani-
an military visionary and essential
planner within the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC), devot-
ed his life to safeguarding Iran’s in-
terests. Born in Qanat-e Malek, Iran
in 1957, he played a crucial role in
various military operations, notably
the campaign against ISIS in Iraq
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and Syria. His adept strategic plan-
ning, exceptional leadership abili-
ties, and unwavering commitment
to defending Iran against external
threats earned him widespread ad-
miration.

General Soleimani, known for his
charisma and fearlessness, com-
manded immense respect from his
colleagues and the Iranian popu-
lation. His steadfast dedication to
upholding Iran’s security and sov-
ereignty transformed him into an
emblem of strength and resilience.

Undeterred by numerous chal-
lenges, such as international sanc-
tions and political tensions, Solei-
mani remained an indispensable
figure in Iran’s military and foreign
policies. The shockwaves caused by
his assassination in January 2020
reverberated throughout the re-
gion, with Iranians deeply mourn-
ing his loss and sparking a period
of heightened tensions between
Iran and the United States. Gener-
al Qasem Soleimani’s significant
contributions to Iran’s defense and
his enduring impact on the region’s
geopolitical landscape ensure that
he will always be remembered.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani’s cultural
vision: art, morale, and social impact

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

TEHRAN-On January 3, 2024,
marking the fourth anniversary of
the assassination of Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani, the
Iranian theater director Kourosh
Zarei will present a play titled “The
Court” in Baghdad, Iraq.

The performance will feature a cast
theater actors and is scheduled to take place

of Iraqgi
at the Baghdad International Airport. This location holds his-
torical significance as it is where General Soleimani and eight
others were assassinated in the early hours of January 3,
2020.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani and Iragi command-
er Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis were killed in a U.S. drone attack at
Baghdad International Airport on January 3, 2020. The attack
was ordered by the U.S. President at the time, Donald Trump,
and they were on a diplomatic mission when they were killed.
Soleimani, born in 1957, served in the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) and was the commander of the Quds
Force from 1998 until his assassination, overseeing extrater-
ritorial and clandestine military operations.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani played a significant
role in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS). While the Western coalition had withdrawn, Soleimani
assisted Iragis in countering ISIS, preventing further advanc-
es and contributing to the defeat of the terrorist organization
in the region.

Within Iran, Soleimani emerged as a popular figure, revered
for his role in resisting perceived external threats. His image
became synonymous with resilience and defiance. His stra-
tegic contributions, particularly in the fight against ISIS, have
left an indelible mark on the military landscape of the Middle
East.

Tehran Times interviewed Kourosh Zarei, 52, who is also the
director of the Art Bureau’s Center for Dramatic Arts. During
the interview, Zarei shared insights into the cultural perspec-
tive and views of General Soleimani.

“Prior to and more than having a military spirit, the gener-
al had a cultural spirit and that is how he could relate to the
people of Irag, Syria and Lebanon. In fact, one of the reasons
for Hajj Qassem’s achievements and popularity among the
people of Arab countries was this cultural spirit,” Zarei said.

Need for artistic, cultural work

“After the war with the ISIS was over in Iraq and Syria, the
general emphasized that cultural and artistic programs need-
ed to be carried out in those countries. It was with his order
that our filmmakers and theater directors started to make
movies and produce plays there. He was of the opinion that
such works would be necessary to improve the morale of the
afflicted people in the war-stricken countries,” Zarei added.

“Regarding Iran, he also believed that cultural and artistic
programs could address some issues in the society,” the stage
director noted.

As Zarei said, the general often visited the art and cultural
projects such as behind the scenes of film sets and congress-
es of martyred commanders in different provinces. One of the
movies the general visited its production site several times
was “Damascus Time” (2018) directed by Ebrahim Hatamikia,
which is about two Iranian pilots who embark on a mission to
try and save the residents of a Syrian city who are surrounded
by the terrorists.

“Hajj Qassem advised others to do artistic and cultural
work as he deeply believed in the impact of art on people and
society. He encouraged his friends and the people around him
especially the cultural sections of the IRGC to carry our art
programs and relate to people via art,” Zarei said.

According to him, the general had a kind behavior with all
sorts of people, whether young or old, men or women, and
had a fatherly attitude toward others, especially teenagers
and young adults.

Last memory
Recalling the last time he met Hajj Qassem, Zarei said:
“During the severe flooding in Khuzestan Province in 2019, |

went to the flood-stricken regions in the southwestern prov-
ince together with a group of about 50 theater actors to per-

form several plays to uplift the spirits of the afflicted people
there. On our flight back to Tehran, we met the general and |
had a short conversation with him about the projects which
were produced on his own suggestions. He was supposed to
attend a play that was staged in Syria and a work for the mar-
tyred commanders congress in Kerman Province; however, he
couldn’'t make it due to his busy schedule. ‘We were expecting
you, | told him. ‘l will come and see your next play, inshallah,
he said. Nevertheless, this never happened as he was mar-
tyred less than a year later and it remained a bitter regret for
us to see him attending one of the performances produced on
his own recommendation”.

Zarei holds a degree in dramatic arts. He has also a long
career in the management of art events such as presiding the
41st Fajr International Theater Festival last January.

He was also the director of the 7th edition of the Arbaeen
Pilgrimage International Theater Festival last August. Held
in both countries of Iran and Iraq, coinciding with the large
gathering of Shia Muslims in Iraq, the festival included the-
atrical performances, tazieh, Nagqali (Iranian dramatic sto-
ry-telling), and Pardeh-khani (a type of storytelling combined
with a laudation, accompanied by pictures) for the pilgrims at
the Shalamcheh, Khosrovi, Chazabeh, Bashmagh, and Mehran
borders as well as in Najaf, Karbala, and along the path of the
Arbaeen Walk.

Zarei has previously directed plays in Iraq, Syria, and Tuni-
sia. Among his foreign productions, the play “The Sun Rises
from Aleppo” was performed by Syrian actors in the Syrian
capital Damascus and the city of Aleppo.

It narrated an account of Karbala captives who were cap-
tured and taken to Sham during the event of Karbala. The
piece focused on the events that are related to a Christian
monk who lived in a church close to the city of Aleppo at the
time that the Karbala massacre happened.

Zarei has also appeared in some TV series including “Jabir
ibn Hayyan” (2006), “Prophet Joseph” (2008), “Mokhtar-
nameh” (2010), “Kimia” (2015), and “Anam” (2018). The movies
in which he appeared include “Light of Dawn” (2010), “Hussein
Who Said No” (2014), and “Emperor of Hell” (2018).

Gen. Soleimani
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destroyed Israel’s
invincibility
o Hakam Amhaz says that
Soleimani’s role in the recent
Palestinian victories turned
the Israeli regime from a so-
called great power to a weak

force at war with the Axis of
Resistance.

The
highly strategic in the Palestinian issue. In this regard,
he promoted the Palestinian Resistance from using
light weapons to employing very important weapons
such as ballistic missiles, advanced drones, and im-
portant fighting technologies, he added.

role of Martyr Soleimani is pivotal and

We can also introduce and describe martyr Gen-
eral Soleimani as the central authority in the opera-
tions of the Resistance in Palestine because he was
the initiator of tunneling in Gaza and transferring
arms to Palestine in certain ways, the analyst added.

Soleimani changed the equations between the Is-
lamic Resistance of Palestine and the Zionist regime
by arming the Palestinians, to the point where wars
were already taking place in the Arab region, not
inside the occupied territories of Palestine, Amhaz
further noted.

Today, we see the role of martyr Soleimani in the
war inside occupied Palestine, which means that
the Palestinian Islamic Resistance is targeting Tel
Aviv and the areas of Zionist settlements, and these
wars are not taking place outside occupied Pales-
tine, he underscored.

Also, martyr Soleimani transferred to the Pales-
tinian Islamic Resistance a strategy of war so that
he provided tactical and planned engineering that
was considered a threat in the fight against the Zi-
onist regime, he added.

Today it is the Islamic resistance of Palestine that
imposes the equations on the enemy in the battlefield,
which was not the case in the past, he pointed out.

In fact, we are analyzing an era before the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, Amhaz said. What was the situ-
ation of Palestine and the Palestinian Resistance
before the Revolution? What was the status and
condition of the Arab and Islamic nations?

In the worst-case scenario, there was disap-
pointment, frustration, and failure.

As a result, there was no hope for the liberation
of Palestine and victory over the Israeli regime, but
today there has been a great change.

The disappointment has tumed into hope, and
this hope has opened up the possibility of freedom
and great victory. There is evidence that Lebanon
liberated itself from Israel, and Gaza liberated it-
self from the Israeli military, and the Resistance
changed Israel’s equations, and the myth of Israel.
The Israeli military’s domination has collapsed.

The wish and dream of Greater Israel from the
Euphrates to the Nile were destroyed, as well as
the destruction of this false slogan; Israel is behind
walls in the West Bank, on the second border on the
Gaza border, so all these creations and initiatives
put forward by Martyr Soleimani.

One of the strategic changes in the battle with
Israel was realized through many achievements and
long jihadist routes.Therefore, we cannot limit the
role of martyr Soleimani in certain areas in defense
of the Resistance.

For instance, when we talk about the arming of
the Resistance by Soleimani, not that he was direct-
ly behind this support, but that he trained the Re-
sistance and was the innovator of a strategic way
to fight the Zionist regime and teach how to apply
missile bombing strategy and strategic targeting.

Martyr Soleimani also brought about many
changes and changes. When we talk about changing
the equations, or about the tunnel and many other
issues, we see martyr Soleimani behind all of these
plans, and many political observers have repeatedly
elaborated on the issue.

For example, regarding the subject of the tunnels;
Palestinian leaders acknowledge that Soleimani
and Emad Mughniyeh put forward the idea. The
novel initiative helped weaken the Zionist regime
so that this regime needs help against the Axis of
Resistance today and is on the verge of collapse. In
return, Palestine’s liberation has climbed up on the
priority list while it was already at the bottom.

Soleimani could be considered a thinker and in-
ternational combatant. When we talk about Che
Guevara's role in Latin America, he was just an in-
ternational revolutionary against imperialism in the
US, the analyst stated.

But it can be said that the Commander had a
more comprehensive role because he resisted and
fought against imperialism, the Zionist regime, the
terrorists, and the Takfiris of Daesh and had a com-
prehensive resistance, Amhaz added.

“He played a pivotal role in changing the equations
at regional and intemational levels, and we can even
say that his role was pivotal in changing strategic
equations at the level of conflict and bipolar arena be-
tween the United States, Russia, and China”
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General Soleimani’s unseen impact:
behind the scenes of “The 23”

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

TEHRAN-One of the recent and notable films in Iranian Sacred
Defense cinema, focusing on the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, is “The
23" directed by Mehdi Jafari and produced by Mojtaba Faravardeh,
released on December 11, 2019.

On the first day of filming in October 2018, Lieutenant General Qa-
ssem Soleimani visited the film’s production set and interacted with
the cast and crew on location in Tehran.

The general was present at the behind the scenes of the war drama “The 23,” which
is based on the novel “Those 23 People,” written by Ahmad Yousefzadeh, depicting the true story of
23 Iranian teenage volunteers held captive by enemy soldiers early in 1982 during Iran-Iraq war. The
members of the young group, which included the author Yousefzadeh, were between the ages of 13
and 17. They belonged to the 41st Tharallah Brigade, a division of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps formed in 1980 in Kerman Province. General Qassem Soleimani served as the commander of
this unit throughout the Iran-Iraq war.

The 23 teenagers were captured during Operation Beit ol-Mogaddas in various areas of the front.
On May 24, 1982, during the Liberation of Khorramshahr, Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein sought to
exploit them for his benefit. He separated the teenagers from other Iranian captives and brought
them to his palace, where he purportedly sympathized with them, and his daughter Hala presented
them with flowers. Hussein claimed they would be released soon with Red Cross approval. The Iraqi
press created videos and photographs of the teens, publishing them alongside Hussein’s famous
quote, “All the children in the world are ours.” Despite these assurances, the 23 teenagers remained
in captivity for over 8 years until August 26, 1990.

In addition to General Soleimani, Yusefzadeh, and 21 other teen captives, now adults, attended
the set of “The 23" on its first day of shooting. Unfortunately, the group was not complete as one of
them had passed away.

In an interview with Tehran Times, Mojtaba Faravardeh, producer of the film, discussed General
Soleimani’s visit to the film’s location, which was organized by Owj Arts and Media Organization, the
sponsor of the movie.

“| was informed about the general’s visit but almost everybody else at the location was shocked
when they saw him coming as they did not know about it beforehand,” he said.

“Ilt was my first time to see him but he greeted me so warmly as if he knew me for years. After that,
| provided him with information about that day’s sequence we were filming, which was a prison in
Irag where the teenagers were to be interrogated,” the producer added.

General Soleimani kindly hugged and kissed all the young cast members of the film, as well as all
the real teen captives who were now in their 50s, and the rest of the crew. The young actors were
particularly surprised to see the general, who was the commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), had gone there to meet them.

After the shooting of the sequence was over, one of the young actors in the film approached the
general and said, “It has been one of my dreams to have a photo with you.” The general’s reply was
humble and heartwarming, “You are artists, and it should be our wish to have a photo with you. Tell
all the 23 people to come.” Afterwards, several photos were taken with the general standing among
the cast and crew, smiling.

At the end of his visit, recalling a memory from a young soldier during the war, the general said, “if
we could spray the elixir of zeal, spirituality, courage, and religiosity on the whole nation, that would
be the basic treatment of all problems in the country”.

“His presence in the film location that day and the positive energy he gave us left a lasting memory
for all of us,” Faravardeh noted.

Despite this, the film producer lamented that the general could not see the film when it was re-
leased as he was assassinated at Baghdad International Airport on January 3, 2020. General Solei-
mani was accompanied by his Iragi trenchmate, Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, the second-in-command
of Irag’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), and some of their deputies when they were killed by an
armed drone strike directly ordered by the White House.

Both commanders, Soleimani and Al-Muhandis, gained immense respect across the Middle East for
their pivotal role in combating the Daesh (ISIS) Takfiri terrorist group, particularly in Irag and Syria.

Having led the elite force for over two decades, General Soleimani played a crucial part in Iran’s
strategic efforts to safeguard its interests and extend its influence throughout the Middle East.

General Soleimani held a dual role as both the “shadow commander” of covert Iranian forces and a
revered figure in an anti-American alliance that transcended sectarian boundaries across the region.

Renowned for his reserved demeanor, General Soleimani radiated charisma and intelligence, eamning
the respect even of those who opposed him. His influence stretched far beyond military strategy, making
him a prominent and multifaceted figure in the complex geopolitical landscape of the Middle East.

“The 23" vividly portrays the bravery and heroism of the 23 teenage boys who were prisoners of
the Iran-Iraq war. Their selflessness for their country has inspired numerous authors and filmmak-
ers to undertake projects about their remarkable story.

It was filmed in the capital city of Tehran and the southern Iranian city of Abadan over a three-
month period.

The film received a highly positive response from audiences during its premiere at the 37th Fajr
Film Festival in Tehran and secured nominations for six awards, ultimately winning one. Additionally,
it earned the prestigious title of Film of the Year from the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO.

Further accolades include the Golden Butterfly Award for the Best Film at the International Film
Festival for Children and Youth and the Phoenix Cinema Award at the Revolution Cinema Celebration.
These recognitions underscore the film’s impact and contribution to Iranian cinema.

Combatting ISIS: Iran’s cultural

productions and brave soldiers

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The emergence of ISIS in Syria and
Iraq has had far-reaching consequences for
global security, yet few countries took direct
action against this notorious terrorist group.

Despite its proven track record of terrorism
and its success in luring young individuals from
Europe and America through sophisticated me-
dia and advertising campaigns, Western coun-
tries fall short in countering ISIS, failing to take
meaningful steps in educating society about
the nature of this terrorist group or preventing
the attraction of Western youth.

ISIS’s unparalleled prowess in cultural propa-
ganda allowed them to successfully deceive and
manipulate a large wave of Western youth. In
stark contrast, Iran, a victim of terrorism in the
region, made significant efforts to combat ISIS.

The Iranian forces, under the leadership of
courageous commanders like Commander Qa-
ssem Soleimani, were at the forefront of the
battle against ISIS and showed remarkable re-
silience in driving back this terrorist group in
Syriaand Iraq.

Meanwhile, cultural activists in the coun-
try were busy creating cultural productions to
reveal the true face of this group and demon-
strate the bravery and struggles of the Iranian
soldiers far from their homeland.

Anotable example of this cultural resistance
is the film “Damascus Time,” directed by re-
nowned Iranian filmmaker Ebrahim Hatamikia
in 2018.

The film revolves around the story of a fa-
ther and sone, Yunes and Ali, both military
pilots from Iran, who are assigned the task of
retrieving an Il-76 plane captured by ISIS in the
besieged region of Palmyra, Syria. Their mission
involves not only recovering the aircraft but
also rescuing civilians trapped in the area and
escorting a group of captured ISIS fighters to
Syrian forces. However, during their flight, the
ISIS rebels revolt and take control of the plane,
redirecting it to a region under their dominance.
Yunes and Ali become captives of ISIS.

In “Damascus Time,” each character rep-
resents different perspectives in response to
the Syrian crisis and the rise of ISIS. The nar-
rative unfolds through a triangular dynamic:
Yunes and Ali embody one side, the ISIS mili-
tants symbolize the second side, and the Syrian
army and people make up the third side. Yunes
and Ali serve as representatives of Iran and Ira-
nians amid the Syrian crisis, acting as advisors
who risk their lives to provide assistance and
maintain regional security in Syria. The pres-
ence of the ISIS individuals portrays the terror-
ists and extremists who invaded Syria, while the
Syrian army and people symbolize the exhaust-
ed forces battling against ISIS.

Ebrahim Hatamikia candidly and vividly de-
picts the events taking place in Syria in “Da-
mascus Time,” shedding light on aspects often
overlooked by the average viewer. He asserts
that the emergence of ISIS is not solely a result
of external forces. Through a scene illustrating
the behavior of the Syrian army within the air-
craft’s environment, it becomes evident that
the weakness of the Syrian army and govern-
ment in controlling the situation contributed to
the escalation of ISIS’s power. Hatamikia pro-
vides a portrayal of ISIS that emphasizes their
baseless beliefs, such as labeling Iranians as
infidels, and effectively conveys their attitudes
and mindset. The film effectively demonstrates
that this insurgent group lacks commitment,
compassion, ethics, and subscribes to no ideol-
ogy or law other than violence and the murder
of innocent people.

Lieutenant-General Qassem Soleimani kisses the forehead of filmmaker Ebrahim Hatamikia in an undated photo.

Another impactful scene in the film involves
an ISIS terrorist attempting to hunt one of a
flock of sheep near an airplane. Hatamikia ef-
fectively portrays the moral and ethical bank-
ruptcy of ISIS, likening them to wolves in sheep’s
clothing who show no mercy when in power.
The film repeatedly depicts the ruthlessness
and cruelty of ISIS through scenes depicting
executions, beheadings, and media displays
surrounding these atrocities. Hatamikia also
depicts the financial and arms support provid-
ed by countries like Saudi Arabia, while alluding
to the potential consequences for Iran and Ira-
nians if resistance, akin to that shown by Yunes
and Ali, were absent. The film effectively shines
a spotlight on ISIS supporters through the in-
troduction of characters such as their Chechen
commander, the French media officer, and the
European female singer.

Ultimately, the third side of this triangular
dynamic consists of Yunes and Ali, who bravely
stand against ISIS with selflessness and sacri-
fice, aiming to save Syria and protect the Shrine
of Hazrat Zainab (SA). “Damascus Time” can be
interpreted as a realistic portrayal of the situa-
tion in Syria during the ISIS occupation and the
underlying reasons for Iran’s support of Syria.
Hatamikia effectively conveys that had individ-
uals like Yunes and Ali not opposed the brutality
and bloodshed of ISIS, the terrorist group would
not only have extended its reach to Iranian soil
but also committed even more savage crimes
than those witnessed in Syria. This is why the
film was honored by the revered martyr General
Qassem Soleimani.

Commander Soleimani expressed deep emo-

maker, as he openly commented on Hatamikia’s
dramas “Che” and “Damascus Time.”

“Che” portrays a snapshot of war veteran
Mostafa Chamran’s life during August 16 and 17,
1979, when he was sent to lead military oper-
ations in the civil war in the Kordestan region.

The film premiered at the 32nd Fajr Interna-
tional Film Festival and went on to win six Crys-
tal Simorghs in various categories, including
Best Editor and Best Actor. However, Hatamikia
himself did not receive any awards for his direc-
tion or scriptwriting, leading him to feel ignored
by the jury and organizers of the festival.

Furthermore, Hatamikia faced criticism for
his interpretations of certain characters in the
film, including Chamran. In response, Com-
mander Soleimani addressed Hatamikia in an
open letter, referring to him as the “art chief”
and expressed how appreciative he was to
watch “Che” after such a long time.

“Watching the film, | recalled yesterday’s
helplessness of the most perfect Iranian per-
son of the Iranians and the most perfect Islamic
person of the Muslims.

“You are among the devoted people who
could have an opportunity to portray one out
of the thousands of these amazing persons,
and today, | cried in recalling the oppression of
these forgotten persons.

“Dear brother, don't be bothered by sarcastic
and remonstrant comments and do not think of
the mundane simorghs; just continue your work”

Soleimani further expressed his admiration

for Hatamikia in a meeting by presenting him
with one of the rings left behind by one of the

A scene from “Damascus Time” by Ebrahim Hatamikia.

tional responses after viewing “Damascus
Time” in 2018 and praised Hatamikia for his
drama on the atrocities of the ISIS war in Syria.

“I should express my thanks to Mr. Hatamikia
for the groundbreaking work and this really
amazing movie,” Soleimani had said after watch-
ing the film. “By his skills, he has been able to
show a small portion of the bitter reality,” he said.

“By watching this film, people can better re-
alize the grave threat against Islam, Shias and
all of humanity. This is one of the most highly
watchable movies, and it is extremely close to
reality,” he noted.

He also mentioned that although he has seen
such scenes before, the emotional impact and
reality presented in the film moved him to tears.

It appears that Ebrahim Hatamikia was Com-
mander Qassem Soleimani’s preferred film-

Iranian soldiers who had been killed in the fight
against the ISIS terrorists in Syria and Irag.

In his 2016 political drama “The Bodyguard”,
Hatamikia also alluded to his deep affection for
Soleimani by the makeup he used to make his
leading actor - played by Parviz Parastui - re-
semble the senior commander.

In a message published after Soleimani’s
assassination, Hatamikia wrote, “l warmly em-
braced him many times, and yet, | found myself
thirstier at the time of separation.

“Indeed, what decoration suited him perfectly
except the honor of martyrdom? But | ask per-
mission from all martyrs to say that Hajj Qassem
Soleiamni needs no title before or after his name.
Hajj Qassem Soleimani means all the honorable
titles. May his memory be eternal,” added Hata-
mikia who called himself Soleimani’s small soldier.



General Soleimani, commander of the Quds Force
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), and
Abu Mahadi al-Muhandis, the second-in-command
of Irag’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), were
martyred along with their companions near the
Baghdad airport in a US drone strike, on the direct
order of Donald Trump, the former president of the
United States on January 3, 2020.

The assassination of the hero commander of the
fight against terrorism was met with a flood of in-
ternational reactions.

Martyr Soleimani is known as the senior com-
mander of the Resistance front and a symbol of
the fight against global arrogance and oppression.

Theroles played by the general Soleimani in dif-
ferent fronts of the fight against terrorism had
made him the center of the Resistance.

After the emergence of ISIL in Irag and Syria,
Martyr Soleimani, as the commander of the Quds
Force, fought against this terrorist group by taking
part in these areas and organizing popular forces.

Assisting movements such as Hamas, Hashd
al-Shaabi, Ansarullah, and especially Hezbol-
lah, Martyr Soleimani personally fought against
Zionism on every front from east to west, from
north to south.

The following is the text of the interview with
Turkish lawyer Emin Giines ahead of the fourth
anniversary of the martyrdom of these Resistance
commanders.

How do you evaluate the role of Martyr Solei-
mani in keeping the Palestinian issue alive?

The issue of Palestine is always alive in the
memory of the nations. Since the occupation of
Palestine by Britain, Muslims have fought for free-
dom and tried to keep the cause of Palestine alive.

Turkish people learned the importance of the
Palestinian issue from the late Necmettin Erbakan
who said that “Israel only understands the lan-
guage of force, not words”

Erbakan, (founder of several prominent Islamic
political parties in Turkey) tried to expel Israelis
from the region all his life.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has also taken the
first step regarding the issue of Palestine. With
the glorious revolution of Imam Khomeini (RA),
Islam became a state in Iran.

After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, Imam
Khomen'’s first measure was to not recognize Isra-
el as a country and the Israeli embassy in Tehran
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Gen. Soleimani’s role in l-Aqsa"‘Storm
operation ‘undeniable’

turned to the Palestinian embassy. The Islamic Re-
public of Iran also created a special military force
to save the Al-Quds.

So the wishes of Erbakan regarding the Pales-
tinian issue were realized by the measures of the
Islamic Republic.

The IRGC Quds Force was established to talk to
Israel in a language that it understands (language
of force).

Martyr Soleimani was the commander of the
IRGC Quds Force, therefore, he was the command-
er of all Muslims who were concerned about the
issue of Al-Quds.

Martyr Soleimani did his duty along with other
Resistance groups, especially Hamas and Islamic
Jihad Movement, who are fighting against the Zi-
onists. With their efforts, the Al-Quds gets closer

to freedom every day.

No one denies the effects of the efforts of Mar-
tyr Soleimani in the Al-Agsa storm operation on
October7.

Today, the whole world is talking about the
tunnels that martyr Qassem Soleimani planned
to build and the missiles that he was a pioneer in
building.

Although the Resistance enjoys limited weap-
ons, its unlimited faith has turned it one step be-
yond Israel’s unlimited weapons power.

Martyr Soleimani’s efforts were not only in Pal-
estine but on all fronts of Resistance against Isra-
el, he added.

Why is Shahid Soleimani known as “Martyr of
Quds”?

General Soleimani was martyred while per-

forming his duties as the commander of the Quds
Force. So, if he is not recognized as the martyr of
Al-Quds, then who will be recognized?

Those who martyred him knew very well that
he would not be satisfied with the liberation of
Al-Quds.

He was considered not only a threat to Israel
but a threat to all imperialist powers, especially
the great devil, the US, who abuse the resources
of our region.

Therefore, it is deserved to consider him not
only as a martyr of Al-Quds but also as a martyr of
the Islamic Ummah.

Martyr Soleimani always tried to keep the path
to occupied Al-Quds open and helped the people
of Gaza through Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.

One day he was in Gaza, another day he was in

Golan Heights, another day he was in Beirut, Da-
mascus, or Baghdad.

Martyr Soleimani was a diplomat, a general, and
also an ordinary soldier. He knew that the United
States was the real aggressor and that’s why he
prevented America’s activities.

How do you evaluate the role of Martyr Solei-
mani in weakening Israel’s regional position?

Not only did Martyr Qassem Soleimani weaken
Israel’s regional position, but also disrupted all
plans of the Zionist regime.

From 1948 to 1980, the Israeli regime forced
Palestinians to migrate, displacing hundreds of
thousands of them.

Israel expanded its territory from about 5%
to 95% and it was after the occupation of the
territory of neighboring countries. Then it oc-
cupied southern Lebanon and came to Beirut.
The Israeli regime, step by step, got close to its
claimed goal, the Promised Land.

To annex Beirut, Damascus, and southeast Tur-
key to its occupied territory, the regime created
racial and sectarian differences in these areas and
weakened and divided its rivals from within.

While Israel was engaged in such plots, Iran
was facing the threats of the Mujahedin-e Khalg
Organization (MKO) in domestic and the Saddam
regime’s attack from the outside.

Even under such circumstances, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran was not negligent about the libera-
tion of the Al-Agqsa Mosque and was planning to
defeat the usurping Zionist regime.

The martyrdom-seeking operation of Ahmad
Qasir on November 11, 1982, and the bombing of
the Beirut barracks on October 23, 1983, shocked
Israel, the US, and France.

Following the mentioned incidents, the United
States and France quickly left Lebanon and Israel
was forced to withdraw from southern Lebanon.

The Israeli regime’s army lost its seemingly in-
vincible charisma in the July 2006 war, in which
Qassem Soleimani was personally present.

After the July war, Israel's development plans
were replaced with the protection of the occupied
territories. So that theregime needed defense
systems such as walls and iron domes to survive.

But the “Al-Agsa storm operation” showed that
Israel will be destroyed and that the Quds Force is
close to its final goal.

The Hero Within: Documentaries shed light on legacy of Hajj Qassem

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- Lieutenant Gener-
al Qassem Soleimani was un-
doubtedly a towering figure in
modern history, renowned for
his military genius, strategic
expertise, and unwavering ded-
ication to the Iranian people.
As the commander of the IRGC
Quds Force, Soleimani played a
significant role in shaping re-
gional dynamics, particularly in
the fight against terrorism and
the protection of Iran’s national
interests abroad.

Given Soleimani’s profound
impact on the geopolitical land-
scape, it is imperative to explore
his extraordinary life and accom-
plishments through the medium
of documentary films. Such films
have the potential to shed light
on the various aspects of Solei-
mani’s career, offering viewers
a comprehensive understanding
of his contributions, and reveal-
ing the complexity of the man
behind the military uniform.

Mohsen Eslamzadeh, a distin-
guished Iranian documentarian,
has spent years capturing the
essence of various resistance
movements intheregion through
his compelling films. Notably, he
has embarked on two significant
documentary projects, namely
“The Autumn of Fifty Years” and
“Defenders of Amerli,” where he
delves into the profound influ-
ence of Martyr Soleimani on the
social and cultural landscape of
Iran. Eslamzadeh’s goal has been
to shed light on Soleimani’s deep
connection with the people, his
charismatic persona, and the
overwhelming outpouring of
grief that engulfed the nation

following his untimely demise.

These compelling documen-
tary films offer invaluable in-
sights into the leadership style
of Martyr Soleimani, highlighting
his exceptional ability to inspire
and cultivate unwavering loyalty
among his troops. Through these
films, Mohsen Eslamzadeh cap-
tures the essence of Soleimani’s
strategic brilliance, tactical acu-
men, and his remarkable adapt-
ability in the face of evolving and
challenging situations.

In a recent interview with Teh-
ran Times, Eslamzadeh shed
light on the making of these doc-
umentaries.

In “Fifty Years of Autumn,” |
tried to delve into the history
and impact of Martyr Soleimani’s
presence in the southeast region
of Iran, he said.

The film, which has garnered
positive feedback from audienc-
es and won several awards, aims
to introduce the character of
Martyr Soleimani to society and
highlight the significance of his
achievements.

Expressing his fascination with
Martyr Soleimani’s success in
foreign missions and the region’s
influence on him, Eslamzadeh
explained that as a documentary
filmmaker, he constantly seeks
new experiences and exploring
the history of Martyr Soleima-
ni’s presence in the region and
examining how his interactions
with the people influenced his
mindset and later played a role
in his international work were
driving factors for him.

Reflecting upon the film’s main
message, Eslamzadeh highlights
one of Martyr Soleimani’s ac-
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complishments in the southeast
- disarmament. He elucidates
how the region had been plagued
by large quantities of weapons
due to its proximity to Pakistan
and the Afghan mujahideen war.
Eslamzadeh explains that while
the U.S. failed to achieve disar-
mament in Afghanistan and Iraq
through military force alone,
Martyr Soleimani succeeded by
establishing proper interaction
and connection with the people.
This, he argues, sets him apart
from Western armies and high-
lights his commitment to both
military and cultural endeavors.

Addressing the audience feed-
back, Eslamzadeh expresses his
satisfaction with the positive
response the film received. The
premiere  witnessed  signifi-
cant participation, with viewers
becoming progressively more
engaged as the film unfolded.
Moreover, the media’s support
further boosted the film’s recep-
tion.

Defenders of Amerli”, a rev-
olutionary tale of hope and re-
sistance
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“Defenders of Amerli” delves
into the heroic fight against ISIS
and the pivotal role played by
General Qassem Soleimani.

From the outset, creating this
work posed immense challeng-
es, Eslamzadeh noted and add-
ed: “Securing permissions was
arduous, as was venturing to
war-torn Iraqg with a camera to
document the clash with ISIS”

Eslamzadeh described how
stories of ISIS’s rampant brutal-
ity had reached them from afar,
particularly their swift capture
of Mosul in a mere 48 hours.

“The spotlight then shifted to
the region of Amerli, a limited
two km by two km area, which
steadfastly resisted ISIS for
three grueling months,” he stat-
ed.

“My intention was to capture
the essence of this resistance in
a documentary, so | tried to get
permission to travel to Irag.”

One of the central aspects
explored in the film is the role
played by General Soleimani in
instilling hope and motivation
among the defenders of Amer-

li. This unique region, located
in southern Kirkuk, presented
complex ethnic, religious, and
political dynamics.

“Under relentless siege, the
inhabitants fully comprehended
that surrendering to ISIS would
result in the execution of men
and the enslavement of women
and children,” Eslamzadeh said.

“ISIS knew no boundaries,
lacking any principled human-
itarian beliefs. In response, the
people of Amerli chose to forti-
fy themselves against ISIS, who
retaliated with acts of terror in
an attempt to crush their resil-
ience,” he explained.

“It was during this critical pe-
riod that General Soleimani’s in-
fluence began to shape the fate
of the defenders.”

Given the distinct nature of the
region, conducting operations
required the consent and coop-
eration of various ethnic groups.

“The infiltration of spies, who
provided valuable information to
ISIS, further complicated mat-
ters. Additionally, hostage sit-
uations were utilized to instill a
reign of terror;,” he said.

“Amidst this challenging land-
scape, a message of hope reso-
nated with the defenders, assur-
ing them that General Soleimani
was committed to their salva-
tion,” he added.

“Helicopters would regularly
transport vital supplies, while,
on one occasion, General Solei-
mani himself entered the be-
sieged area. This act served as a
profound source of inspiration,
shifting the tide against ISIS
and initiating a series of defeats

for the extremist group,” he ex-
plained.

Beyond Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
Yemen, and even Afghanistan,
General Soleimani emerged as a
revered figure and a role mod-
el, Eslamzadeh stated and add-
ed: “His unwavering struggle
against not only ISIS but also
against America and Israel gar-
nered him immense respect.”

“Despite mainstream media’s
reluctance to amplify this senti-
ment, his influence as a Muslim
hero, a global patriot, and an an-
ti-imperialist is undeniable”

The echoes of his legacy have
reverberated as far as China
and Latin America, where Gen-
eral Soleimani has become an
icon inspiring freedom fighters
worldwide, he elaborated.

Eslamzadeh  shared his
thoughts on the future works
that should be produced to in-
troduce the character of Martyr
Soleimani to society, emphasiz-
ing the need for more produc-
tions showcasing his life and
various achievements.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of highlighting his care for
the people and his special con-
nection with the youth.

Stressing the lack of heroes in
the new generation, Eslamzadeh
argued that Martyr Soleimani
should serve as an exempla-
ry figure for them to follow. He
suggested a more open-minded
approach in filmmaking, break-
ing stereotypes, and conveying
the transformation of an ordi-
nary person into a great general.
This, he believed, is essential for
the generation grappling with an
identity crisis.
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