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Staying silent more
dangerous than taking
action: Hezbollah chief

By Ali Karbalaei

Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah

on Friday spoke transparently about the latest events
unfolding in the region following the Gaza war.

Speaking during a memorial service for Mohammad
Hassan Yaghi (Abu Saleem), the former Lebanese MP, and
his executive assistant, Nasrallah said remaining passive
in such a situation is more dangerous than taking action.

The remarks by Nasrallah came one day before
the Hezbollah resistance group hit an Israeli aerial
surveillance base with scores of missiles in its first

response to the assassination of Hamas's deputy leader
Saleh al-Arouri by Israel in southern Beirut on Tuesday.

One important aspect of Nasrallah's speech is the

power of deterrence Hezbollah possesses today against

the Israeli regime.

Since October 8, Hezbollah has conducted nearly 700

operations against the Israeli regime’s military.

—
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Two Israeli oil tankers come
under drone attack near
Maldives

Two oil tankers belonging to Israel were targeted
by unidentified drones in the west and northwest of
Maldives in the past days, Jordan News reported, citing an
informed official.

Initial reports indicate that explosions seriously
damaged both oil tankers.

The two oil tankers were supposed to pass through the
Bab al-Mandab Strait and the Red Sea.

Yemen's army has threatened to continue to target
Israeli ships and tankers in the Red Sea unless the
occupation regime ends its killing of the people in Gaza.

The two mentioned unidentified drones targeted oil
tankers at a distance of 2000 km from Bab al-Mandab
Strait More importantly, both ships were forced to change
course due to damage and fear of being hit again.

Israeli officials are unwilling to confirm or deny this
news for various reasons.

The attack on the oil tankers is a major security concern

for Israel, as it relies on the Red Sea for much of its oil
imports.
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Gaza war has disabled’
12500 Israeli soldiers,
estimates show

At least 12,500 Israeli soldiers are predicted to be
recognized as “disabled” due to the fighting in Gaza,
Israeli outlet Yediot Ahronoth reported on Friday.

The “gloomy forecast”, as it described, was presented
by a company hired by Israel’'s war ministry to conduct an
assessment of injuries among troops.

The 12,500 figure is a conservative and cautious

estimate. The number of cases requesting disability
recognition could reach 20,000, the report said.

The ministry’s rehabilitation department is currently
treating 60,000 disabled Israeli soldiers.

At least 5000 were admitted to the department in
2023, including 3,400 admitted since 7 October. These
figures include only soldiers and not civilians.

Yediot Ahronoth said these numbers, along with other
official data, show that the injury tally provided by the army
during the war has some discrepancies.

» Page 5

Leader emphasizes
the integral role

of prayer at 30th
National Salat
Conference

TEHRAN - In a powerful convergence of
spiritual insights, the 30th National Salat
Conference unfolded with messages from
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution and
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, both un-
derscoring the pivotal role of prayer as more
than a ritual but a guiding force in the life of
the individual and the community.

Amidst discussions of prayer’s centrality
toarighteous life, the conference served as a
platform to illuminate the profound respon-
sibilities tied to promoting and practicing
this divine duty.

The Leader’s message reads:

“In the Name of God, the Compassionate,
the Merciful

All praise is due to God, Lord of the Worlds,
and peace and greetings be upon Muham-
mad and his pure Progeny, particularly the
Remnant of God on earth (may we be sacri-
ficed for him).

| thank Almighty God for the continuation
of this blessed, auspicious tradition of hon-
oring salat [prayer]. | would like to sincerely
extend my gratitude to Hujjat al-Islam Qa-
ra‘ati, a diligent, insightful scholar who is the
founder of this blessed movement. » Page 3

President Raisi
inaugurates several
infrastructure
projects in Zanjan
Province

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and a group of his ministers visited Zanjan
province on Saturday to inaugurate some
development and infrastructure projects in
the northwestern province, IRNA reported.

Raisi, who was scheduled to visit Zanjan
on Friday for a two-day visit, arrived in the
province early on Saturday morning and told
reporters that his visit was postponed due
to an emergency visit to Kerman Province to
pay tribute to the martyrs of the terrorist at-
tack in the mentioned city.

During his trip to Zanjan, the president met
and held talks with different classes of peo-
ple and communities and inaugurated some
water, energy, industrial, infrastructure and
construction projects.

Raisi inaugurated nine major water pro-
jects with a total investment of 44.43 trillion
rials (about $88.8 million) in the province.
The projects included a dam, a water treat-
ment project, and several water and waste-
water projects. » Page 4

Book on Gen. Soleimani
unveiled in Malaysia

TEHRAN- In honor of the fourth anniversary
of the martyrdom of Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, a book highlighting his
instrumental role in dismantling the ISIS
terrorist group has been unveiled during a
ceremony in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Iranian residents were in attendance during
the ceremony, held on Friday, where the
Malay and English version of “General Qasem
Soleimani: The Wayfarer Who Ended ISIS” was
presented, IRNA reported on Saturday.

General Qassem Soleimani, who was the
chief of IRGC Quds Force, was assassinated
during a US. airstrike in Baghdad on January
3,2020.

The event was graced by the presence of
Valiollah Mohammadi, lran's Ambassador
to Malaysia, and Habib Reza Arzani, Cultural
Attaché of Iran, the report added. » Page 8

— -ﬁ IRGC navy receives
—  AbuMahdi
Muhandis warship,
new speedboats

TEHRAN- A variety of locally
developed and produced military
hardware, like the advanced radar-
evading Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis
cruiser and 100 fast-attack vessels,
have been delivered to the Islamic

They were inducted during a
ceremony attended by IRCG chief
Major General Hossein Salami, IRGC
Navy chief Rear Admiral Alireza
Tangsiri, and other senior state and
military officials in the southemn
Iranian port city of Bandar Abbas
Saturday. » Page 2

Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy.

Kerman terrorist attack
claims two more lives in
past 24 hours

TEHRAN - Over the last 24 hours, Kerman
City in Iran has confronted the aftermath of a
harrowing terrorist attack that transpired on
Wednesday, leading to the regrettable loss of
two more lives.

The terrorist incident unfolded near the
tomb of the Iranian anti-terror commander,
Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, during
a ceremony commemorating four years since
his martyrdom.

Mohammad Saberi, the head of Kerman'’s
emergency organization, provided a detailed
update on the ongoing situation.

“As of Saturday morning, 103 individuals are
currently receiving hospital care across various
sections of Kerman’'s medical facilities. Among
those hospitalized, 34 individuals severely
injured in the attack are now in critical care in
the ICU section,» Page 3
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America and Israel are behind terror

attack in Kerman

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Kayhan analyzed the terrorist incident in
Kerman and its main perpetrators and wrote:
ISIS’s strange statement after the terrorist inci-
dent in Kerman once again revealed the hidden
fact that the main perpetrators of the crimes
of this terrorist group are America and Israel.
This statement was somehow strange and con-
trary to the previous statements of this satanic
group. This statement brings to mind the fact
that in addition to Israel and America’s lead-
ership in this crime, this time it was also done
by them, and ISIS has accepted its responsibil-
ity as an arrogant tool. Criminal America and
atrocious Israel have shown that they have no
boundaries in their crimes. The martyrdom
of more than 20,000 Palestinians in the last
three months after the Al-Agsa Storm and the
full support of criminal America for all these
crimes have shown that no moral boundaries
should be expected from them. This time, the
hands of America and Israel came out of the ISIS
terrorist group’s sleeve more clearly than ever,
and the Zionist statement of ISIS was revealed
more clumsily than ever. America and Israel, the
main perpetrators of this crime, should expect
revenge anywhere in the world.

Iran: Increasing transit between Iran and
Turkey

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper dis-
cussed the expansion of goods exchanges
through transit between Iran and Turkey and
said: Iran and Turkey have a strategic position
for transporting goods in the region, and these
two countries mediate the access of many
countries in the region for goods exchanges and
especially goods transit to Europe. Also, con-
sidering Turkey’s position as a bridge between
Europe, Asia, and West Asia, the development
of trade and transit relations with Turkey can
facilitate Iran’s access to Europe. Iran has made
transit growth its strategy, and with this goal,
it has opened new transportation routes with
neighboring countries. Turkey is also on the
route of Iran’s east-west transit corridor and
recently an agreement has been signed with the
countries of this route to transport goods from
China to Europe. Iran’s transit is currently going
on with Turkey by land and rail. Iran and Turkey
have created different international corridors
between them and the goal of the two coun-
tries is to promote the transportation of foreign
goods from these two countries.

Farhikhtegan: Iran’s opposition is not
Iranian

In a note, Farhikhtegan discussed the
point of view of the opposition toward the
Iranian people. It wrote: Upon looking at
the behavior of the Iranian opposition in the
past few months, what is clear is that they
have an image in their minds of the Iranian
people and society that is far from reality.
The Iranian opposition somehow imagines
the people and society without feelings and
wisdom, who are waiting to perform the or-
ders of the West and the opposition. Howev-
er, Iranian society does not accept the ideas
of the opposition at all and believes that
these behaviors are a form of deception and
fraud to gain power and none of the oppo-
sition is their representative. Creating riots
on the anniversary of Mahsa Amini, friend-
ship with Israel, people’s hostility toward
Palestinian people, and a military attack on
Iran have been among the failed plans of the
opposition because the people of Iran have
not been with any of these plans. The oppo-
sition shows that they consider the people
wise when they act according to their or-
ders. It is because of this point of view that
it can be said that Iran’s opposition is defi-
nitely not Iranian.

Ham Mihan: Iran’s rejection of the requests
of the United States and the United Kingdom

Ham Mihan wrote in an explanation: Iran
has rejected the requests of the United States
and England to end their support for the Ye-
meni military and their actions in the Red Sea
and has declared that these accusations are
baseless interventions. Meanwhile, the Iranian
Navy has sent a warship to the Red Sea. Ten-
sions have risen between the United States
and Iran-backed Yemeni forces, which are ea-
gerly supporting Hamas’s campaign in Gaza.
Accordingly, British Foreign Secretary David
Cameron called his Iranian counterpart, Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian, on Sunday, hours before
the high-level meeting between the Iranians
and Ansarullah officials, and warned him that
Britain considers Tehran partially responsible
for these attacks. Nasser Kanaani, the spokes-
man for Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said
that there is no reason to accuse Iran and that
Tehran fully stands behind the “Palestinian re-
sistance movements.”’

Ex-Iraqi premier says Gen. Soleimani role
in Iran-Saudi détente ‘significant’

TEHRAN- Adel Abdul Mahdi, the former
prime minister of Irag, has brought attention
to the crucial role that late Iranian anti-terror
hero Lt. General Qassem Soleimani played in
clearing the path for improved relations be-
tween Tehran and Riyadh.

During the fourth anniversary of General Solei-
mani’s martyrdom, Abdul Mahdi spoke with Tasnim
about the late commander’s role in the improve-
ment of ties between Tehran and Riyadh.

The former prime minister of Iraq said that
in September 2019, when he was in Beijing,
General Soleimani called and invited him to
visit Saudi Arabia in an attempt to repair rela-
tions between Tehran and Riyadh.

Diplomatic ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia
had deteriorated after the kingdom'’s vocal critic,
Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, a Shiite cleric, was beheaded
in Saudi Arabia in January 2016. Following the at-
tacks on its embassy by enraged demonstrators,
Riyadh severed diplomatic ties with Tehran.

General Soleimani, according to Abdul Mahdi,
was already aware of his plan to act as a mediator
between Saudi Arabia and Iran.

“After returning to Baghdad (from Beijing), |
called the Saudi officials and informed them about
my intention to travel to Riyadh. They asked me
what the purpose of the visit was. | replied, ‘Me-
diation between you and the Islamic Republic of
Iran’. They then asked, ‘Who are we going to engage
with?’. | said Soleimani. They said, ‘Alright. Come
here!” the former Iraqi premier said.

Abdul Mahdi described what happened
next, when he met with Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud, discussed the
importance of avoiding clashes with Iran, em-
phasized the importance of opening channels
for negotiations between Tehran and Riyadh,
and received a letter from the Saudis with a
“tough and disappointing” tone.

General Soleimani had warned that after
reading the contents of the letter, Iran would
not accept it, Abdul Mahdi said, adding that he
had created a new letter with more diplomatic
and official language and suggested that Saudis
submit an amended letter to Iran.

“We informed General Soleimani that we have
sent Saudis the edited letter and are waiting to
receive the revised letter. In response to our let-
ter, the Saudis made good revisions that were
much better than the initial letter in practice and
had been written with a conventional language
between two countries that were pushing for a
future different from the conditions that pre-
vailed at that time,” he noted.

According to Abdul Mahdi, General Soleimani
agreed to respond to the Saudi letter.

“When General Soleimani visited Bagh-
dad once again, | asked him (about Iran’s re-
sponse to the Saudi letter). In the last meet-
ing, when we were saying goodbye, he said,
‘| will bring the response with me during the
next trip to Baghdad’” he stated.

As General Soleimani made his final visit to
Baghdad on January 3, 2020, before his martyr-
dom due to a US. strike near the airport, the for-
mer prime minister of Irag emphasized that he was
communicating Iran’s reaction to Saudi Arabia.

IRGC navy receives Abu Mahdi

Muhandis warship

From page 1 » The Abu Mah-
di Muhandis bears the name of
the former deputy chief of Iraq’s
Popular Mobilization Units, who
was assassinated in early Jan-
uary 2020 at Baghdad airport
in a US. drone strike ordered
by former U.S. President Donald
Trump, along with top Ilranian
anti-terror commander Lieu-
tenant General Qassem Solei-
mani.

During the event, Tangsiri
stated that the warship can sail
within a 2,000 nautical mile ra-
dius without being spotted by
hostile radars and surveillance
systems. It also has a 14-day na-
val endurance.

Its superior domestic hull
design allows it to conduct na-
val operations under force five
circumstances and stay afloat
under force six, he continued. It
is powered by four homegrown
propulsion systems.

Tangsri pointed out that the
development of warships for the
IRGC Navy is being carried out
by three local knowledge-based
enterprises. He said that the
making of Abu Mahdi Muhandis
warship took fifteen months.

According to Tangsiri, Iranian
experts at the IRGC Navy would
build at least three warships of
the same type in less than a year.

100 ships, including Tareq-
class and Ashura-class ships
with Kowsar medium-range and
anti-ship missiles, have joined
the IRGC naval fleet.

Up until now, Tareq-class war-
ships could only shoot rockets,
but now they can fire 180-kilo-
meter-range missiles, he said.

The commander said Kowsar
missiles mounted on Ashura

, new speedboats

vessels have been paired with
three-dimensional radars that
can detect and shoot down
hostile planes, helicopters and
cruise missiles at high altitudes.

The IRGC Navy also took de-
livery of new reconnaissance
vessels as well as fast attack
craft and vessels equipped with
torpedo launch systems on Sat-
urday, Tangsiri stated.

On the sidelines of an event,
the commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps, Major
General Hossein Salami, em-
phasized Iran’s noteworthy ad-
vancements in naval technology
and cautioned the enemy to stay
away or face the Islamic Repub-
lic’s fierce retaliation.

He also noted that the navy
has made a huge and stellar leap
forward in the offensive and de-
fense capabilities. The IRGC Navy
is known as the pioneer of Iran’s
defense power in the frontline
against the global naval powers.

The general emphasized the
need of Iranian naval forces pur-
suing opponents in any place
and developing combat capabil-
ities in distant locations, saying
Iran’s adversaries have numer-

: P ok
ous irreversible shortcomings in

the sea, such as large and slow
fleets.

Remaining at close or rela-
tively far distances from Iran’s
territorial waters will harm the
enemies, the IRGC chief noted,
warning the adversaries to stay
away from the region.

“Our enemies understand the
logic of force very well. We do
have determination, power, and
strategy,” the general stated.

In November 2020, the IRGC
Navy unveiled plans to dispatch
a flotilla of military vessels, in-
cluding its first oceangoing war-
ship, to the northern parts of the
Indian Ocean.

The IRGC's oceangoing war-
ship, which is 150 meters long
and weighs 4,000 tons, is a mul-
tipurpose vessel for long-range
operations. It is furnished with
missiles, air defense systems,
and radars.

Last year, an ocean-going
warship, named Shahid Mahdavi,
was added to the IRGC Navy fleet
in the southern port city of Ban-
dar Abbas.

The multi-purpose  Shahid

Mahdavi warship, manufactured
by local experts and technicians,
weighs more than 2,100 tons. It
also has a length of 240 meters
and a width of 27 meters.

Equipped with a 3-dimension-
al phased array radar, sea-to-
sea and sea-to-air missiles, and
advanced communication sys-
tems for electronic warfare, the
warship is capable of carrying
different types of helicopters,
drones and speedboats.

“The Shahid Mahdavi warship
is like a mobile maritime city
ready to carry out ocean mis-
sions .. to create sustainable
security of sea communication
lines and provide aid to the com-
mercial and fishing fleets of the
Islamic Republic and regional
countries,” Tangsiri said at the
delivering ceremony.

Also, 95 Ashura- and Tareq-
class missile-launching speed
boats joined the IRGC Navy fleet.
They can launch rockets with a
range of between 100 and 180
kilometers.

They enjoy high maneuverabil-
ity and have been designed to
carry out missions in different
weather conditions.

Pope expresses deep sadness over deaths of people
in Kerman terrorist attacks

TEHRAN- Pope Francis has sent his condo-
lences and conveyed his “heartfelt sorrow” at
the death of several dozen persons in terrorist
attacks in Kerman, southeast Iran.

According to Vatican News, Vatican Sec-
retary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin sent a
Telegram message on behalf of the pope on
Friday expressing his condolences.

The Pope was deeply saddened to learn of
the loss of life caused by the recent explosions
in Kerman and conveyed the assurance of his
prayers for those who have died and for their
grieving families.

Earlier on Friday, Russia’s Orthodox Bishop
Patriarch Kirill sent a message of condolence
to the Leader and president of Iran over the
terrorist attacks.

The Russian bishop offered his condolenc-
es for the loss of life, offering serenity for
the dead’ families and a swift recovery for
the injured.

On the same day, Uzbekistan’s President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev sent a message to his Ira-
nian counterpart, offering condolences and
sympathies in these difficult times, wishing
those injured in the assaults a swift recovery.

Laura Ferrara, member of the European Par-
liament for Southern Italy, also published a
statement on Friday, expressing compassion
for the Iranian people.

Ferrara, also a member of Italy’s Five Star
Movement, condemned the attacks as cruel

since they targeted people.

“We, in the Five Star Movement, are very
concerned about the spiraling cycle of vi-
olence in the Middle East [West Asia],” she
said in her statement, calling on authorities
in different countries to help moderation
and rationality prevail.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sent a
message of sympathy to the authorities of
Iran on Saturday, after the country was hit
with deadly bombings.

He also expressed sympathy to Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi and reaffirmed North Ko-
rea’s stand in “opposing all sorts of terrorism.”

In a statement issued on Thursday, the UN
Security Council said, “The members of the
Security Council condemned in the strongest
terms the cowardly terrorist attack in the
city of Kerman, the Islamic Republic of Iran
on January 3”

The Security Council encouraged all gov-
ernments to work constructively with the

government of Iran to prosecute the perpe-
trators of the terrorist act.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is-
sued a statement on Wednesday strongly con-
demning the terrorist attack in Kerman.

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns
the attack today on a memorial ceremony in
Kerman city in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
Secretary-General calls for those responsible
to be held accountable,” deputy spokesperson
Florencia Soto Nino said.

Chinese President Xi Jinping sent a mes-
sage of condolences to Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi saying he is “shocked to learn
about serious terror attacks” in southeast-
ern city of Kerman.

Syrian President sent separate messages
to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyed Ali Khamenei and President Raisi on
Thursday, extending his condolences over the
horrendous incident.

Pakistani President Arif Alvi expressed con-
dolences to the Iranian government and peo-
ple over the Kerman terrorist attack and con-
demned the barbaric act.

Since Wednesday, when two explosions
targeted a ceremony commemorating the
fourth anniversary of Iran’s top general Qa-
ssem Soleimani’s assassination in Kerman,
world leaders and religious figures have ex-
pressed sympathy with the Iranian people
and government over the tragedy.

Iran, Iraq stage joint march in honor of Gen. Soleimani, Muhandis

TEHRAN- Iran and Iraq have
held a joint nautical parade on
a border river to honor the as-
sassination of top Iranian an-
ti-terror commander Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani and
his Iragi companion Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis in a U.S. drone at-
tack in 2020.

On Saturday, 313 heavy and
light warships from the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC),
Basij volunteer troops, and
Irag’s Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), marched into the Arvand
international waterway.

The PMU central command

and the Third Naval Region of the
IRGC Navy provided sponsorship
for the event. Several officials
from Iraq and Iran were present.

The joint march, according to
Admiral Mehdi Hashemi of the
IRGC’s Third Naval Region, sym-
bolizes the solidarity of the Ira-
nian and Iragi people in following
the two heroes’ example and
standing up against superpower
arrogance on a worldwide scale.

“Arrogant powers had better
realize that freedom-loving na-
tions and the Axis of Resistance,
under the tutelage of the late
founder of the Islamic Republic,

Imam Khomeini, and Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, will contin-
ue the struggle until the erad-
ication of the Zionist regime,
Hashemi said.

On January 3, 2020, General
Soleimani, commander of the
IRGC Quds Force, Muhandis, the
PMU’s second-in-command, and
their companions were assas-
sinated in a drone attack au-
thorized by then-U.S. President
Donald Trump near Baghdad In-
ternational Airport.

Both commanders were held
in high regard across West Asia,

owing in large part to their piv-
otal role in combating the Daesh
terrorist group.

In revenge for the assassination,
the IRGC launched a barrage of
missiles at the U.S.-run Ain al-Asad
facility in the western province of
Anbar, Iraqg, on January 8, 2020.

According to the Pentagon, the
counterstrike caused “traumatic
brain injuries” to over 100 US. sol-
diers. But according to the IRGC,
Washington uses the word to
downplay the number of Americans
killed in the strikes. According to
Iran, the missile attack against Ain
al-Assad was merely a “first slap.”



Leader emphasizes the integral role of
prayer at 30th Natlonal Salat Conference

Frome Page 1 » Salat cannot be
considered to be just one of the current
needs of an individual and the Muslim
community. This great obligation goes
far beyond such needs. It should be
considered to be the soul for the organs
of the human body or like air compared
toaperson’s other material needs.

The fact that the acceptance of all
worship acts and actions done in serving
God are dependent on the acceptance
of salat, the fact that the command to
pray and to be firm in doing prayers was
demanded [by God] from the Prophet,
the fact that prayer is considered to
be the first requirement in the rule
of the righteous, and the fact that its
performance and the emphasis on it
has been repeated more than any other
obligation in the Quran are all proof of
the unique status of this divine duty.

Encouraging prayer among the
younger generation is the key to
spreading this divine blessing and
ensuring it is in its rightful place.
Those who work in areas related to
the youth and teenagers - those in
the family environment, in schools, in
universities, in sports environments,
the religious scholars in schools
and universities, the Basiji groups in
mosques, the Basiji units, the Jihad of
Construction organizations, the Jihad
groups, and similar groups - should

know that they are among those who
areaddressed by the verse, “Establish
salat” (Quran 6:72). They need to
pave the way for the new generation
to learn salat, to perform the salat,
and to improve the quality of their
salat. They need to make salat,
going to the mosque, being focused
when praying, attentiveness to the
meaning of salat, and learning about
the rules of salat more appealing. And
they need to establish salat inits true,
genuine form.

| pray that Almighty God will bless
everyone with success.’

As part of the conference, Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi echoed the
sentiment, describing prayer as the

most promising duty and the most
effective element in the field of self-
improvement and religious community
building. He emphasized, “Prayeris very
effective in the life of the righteous,
and basically, it is not possible to form
a righteous life and achieve a healthy
society without prayer”

Commending the endeavors
of Hujjat al-Islam Qaraati in
fulfilling this divine duty, Raisi
highlighted the ongoing efforts to
advocate and engage in prayers. He
emphasized that prayer serves as
the foundational pillar of religion.

Expanding on the concept, Raisi
positioned prayer as the central tenet
of Islamic lifestyle, offering guidance

to those with strength and power by
advising them to prioritize prayer.
He underscored the significance of
prayer as the most potent tool in
combatting intemal and external
challenges, including struggles
against the ego, demons, wickedness,
and tyranny. According to him, prayer
stands out as the most hopeful duty
among all divine commands.

President Raisi asserted that prayer
not only aids in personal development
but also equips individuals to tackle
societal challenges arising  from
intemal and  external  sources,
particularly those fueled by demons
and tyranny. Concluding his remarks,
he emphasized that reaching the
pinnacle of perfection is contingent
on a sincere dedication to prayer. In
essence, prayer is not just a method
but also an ultimate goal.

Affirming  his  commitment to
addressing  his  executive duties
in connection to prayer, President
Raisi stressed the responsibility of
individuals with strength and power to
enhance the quality and fortify the spirit
of prayer. He urged those in executive
roles to exemplify and promote prayer
through their conduct, actions, and the
genuine spirit of their own prayers,
serving as an inviting beacon for others
to engage in this sacred practice.

Kerman terrorist attack claims two more lives in past 24 hours

Frome Page 1 » with a concerning 12 of
them relying on ventilators for their recovery.
The impact of this unfortunate event spans a
diverse demographic, with 43 women, 43 men,
and 17 children under the age of 15 among those
seeking medical attention,» Saberi noted.

Regrettably, the toll of this attack is further
emphasized by the loss of innocent lives.
Eight-year-old Taha Shadkam and 60-year-
old Saeed Shahnavazi tragically succumbed to
their injuries this moring, underscoring the
gravity of the situation.

The head of Kerman's emergency
organization emphasized, “There is an urgent
need for sustained medical care and support

=

=

for all victims affected by this helnous act of
terrorism in Kerman”

In response to the crisis, authorities are
actively engaged in implementing measures to
address the aftermath and ensure the safety

of the community.

Simultaneously, a delegation from the
Iranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee has been dispatched
to investigate the terrorist incident.

The outcomes of the investigations and
the sessions conducted by the committee
members are anticipated to be compiled
into a comprehensive report, detailing the
performance of security and law enforcement
agencies, as well as individuals involved in
the terrorist incident. As Kerman navigates
through this challenging period, both medical
and investigative efforts are underway to bring
clarity and justice to the affected community.

Interior minister calls for high voter
turnout as ‘response to terrorism’

TEHRAN- Iranian Interior Minister
Ahmad Vahidi has called high voter
turout the best answer to the
terrorists.

In a speech delivered on Saturday
in Zanjan Province, Iranian Interior
Minister Ahmad Vahidi emphasized
the importance of voter turnout in
countering terrorism.

“The enemy fears the power of
the Iranian people to safeguard the
Islamic Revolution,” Vahidi stated,
adding that election participation
is a key manifestation of this
strength. He drew parallels to the
struggles in Yemen, Gaza, and
Palestine, where the unity of the
people has proven to be a potent
weapon against adversaries.

“The enemies of the Islamic
Republic are terrified by the unity
and integrity of the people,” Vahidi
declared, urging Iranians to heed
the guidance of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution and maintain
their cohesion.

Vahidi also acknowledged that the

Islamic Republic’'s ongoing progress
and development are a source of
apprehension for its adversaries.
«Our next blow to the enemies of the
Islamic Republic is construction and
development,» he affirmed, citing the
Raisi administration’s focus on these
endeavors.

Addressing the recent terrorist
attack in Kerman, Vahidi labeled
it a «false show» orchestrated by
opponents of the Islamic Republic.

In a direct message to terrorists,
Vahidi challenged them to confront
the Iranian military if they truly
believe they possess strength. He
underscored that when confronted
by elite Iranian forces like the martyr
Qassem Soleimani, the enemy resorts
to targeting innocent civilians.

Vahidi asserted that ISIS, a terrorist
organization initially created by the
United States, currently serves the
interests of the Zionist regime. He
raised a thought-provoking question:
why is ISIS not active within the
Zionist regime’s borders?

Sharif University holds mourning
ceremony for Kerman terror victims

TEHRAN- A mourning ceremony
was held at Sharif University in
Tehran to honor the victims of the
recent terrorist attack in Kerman.

Ali Bahadori Jahromi, spokesman
for the Iranian government, was
among the attendees.

During the ceremony,
participants held a moment of
silence and lit candles in memory
of the fallen. A group of students
also voiced their demands for
justice and retribution for the
perpetrators of the heinous act.

84 people were Kkilled and
284 others were injured in two
explosions taking place in the
southeastern Iranian city of
Kerman, as the country marks
the 4th martyrdom anniversary
of Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani.

The blasts were heard in
quick succession near the
general's tomb. Shortly after
the explosive incidents, rescue
teams were dispatched to the

scene to help the injured.

The Iranian Intelligence Ministry
issued a statement late on Friday
saying nine persons have been
arrested in connection to the
Wednesday terrorist attacks in
the southeastern city of Kerman.

The nine were arrested on
Wednesday evening after the
elements who transferred
the suicide bombers to Iran
were identified, the ministry
said, adding one of the suicide
bombers is a national of
Tajikistan and the identity of the
second one is still unknown.

Also, in the early morning of
Thursday, the residing place of the
two suicide bombers was found on
the outskirts of Kerman and then
two persons who provided logistics
for them and gave sanctuary to
them were arrested.

In the search operation, 9
members of the terrorist team were
apprehended in six provinces.

Transparency, smartization and popularization are pillars of
effective governance: speaker

TEHRAN-  Iranian  Parliament  Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf has identified
transparency, smart technologies, and
popularization as the three fundamental pillars
of effective governance.

Speaking in a meeting on Saturday, Ghalibaf
asserted that these core principles underpin the
efficiency of governance outcomes.

Addressing the heinous terrorist attack in

Kerman, the parliament speaker condemned
the act, vowing that “those responsible for
this crime, who have crossed the red line
of the Islamic Republic, will be met with a
robust response.”

Ghalibaf emphasized the involvement
of beneficiaries in the legislative process,
stating that the voices of those impacted
by proposed laws should be heard when
crafting and approving legislation.

He stressed the importance of public
discourse, urging that every issue should be
discussed openly and that the people should
actively participate in decision-making.

In conclusion, Ghalibaf reiterated that
transparency, smartization, and popularization
are indispensable pillars of effective
governance, emphasizing that adherence to
these principles will lead to a more efficient
and effective government.

Iran boosts drone power amidst growing threats

TEHRAN- Iranian Air Defense
Force Commander Brigadier General
Alireza Sabahifard has stated that
Iran’s unmanned aerial vehicle

advancements in bolstering Iran’s
defense capabilities.

“Thanks
development in other industries, we

to this substantial

against Iran’s sovereignty.

“The support of our people at
various junctures has been the
paramount element of the country’s

desperate act by Iran’s adversaries.

“These terrorist attacks
demonstrate the pinnacle of
humiliation faced by the enemies,’

(UAV) capabilities are expanding in
response to increasing threats.
Speaking on Saturday, General
Sabahifard  acknowledged  the
role of domestic technological

are observing significant progress
in local technology,” he remarked.

General Sabahifard underscored
the crucial role of public support in
neutralizing hostile foreign plots

strength,” he asserted.

Referring to the recent terrorist
attackin Kerman, General Sabahifard
condemned the  perpetrators,
characterizing the incident as a

he declared.

General Sabahifard highlighted
the superiority of Iran’s indigenous
drones in  countering aerial
dominance by some foreign nations.
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Persepolis coach
Golmohammadi
undecided on future

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - Yahya Golmohammadi’s resignation
has left Persepolis fans astonished. Initially, it
seemed like another resignation, like the ones
before, where discussions and promises would
persuade him to come back, but this time is certain.

Golmohammadi, head coach of Persepolis,
has stepped down. This decision comes after the
club failed to meet his expectations, despite his
intentions to improve the team in the January
transfer window.

Despite negotiations with Golmohammadi,
Persepolis club general manager, Reza Darvish,
did not achieve any specific results.

Reports indicate that Golmohammadi’s
departure from Persepolis is imminent and
irreversible.

While the reasons for his unexpected
resignation remained unclear, two topics stood
out: The first issue is his contract extension, and
the second is a foreign offer. Golmohammadi’s
contract was extended twice under Jafar Samiei'’s
management and once under Majid Sadri’s CEO
era, but Reza Darvish did not follow suit after his
nearly two-year tenure at Persepolis.

It seemed Golmohammadi was waiting for the
club to extend his contract for two more seasons
since his current contract was nearing its end.

The 2023/24 Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro League
(PGPL) season will see Persepolis, the most
decorated Iranian football team, defending
their title against strong contenders Esteghlal,
Sepahan, and Tractor.

The second topic revolved around an overseas
offer, which could have been an unexpected
and peculiar reason for his untimely departure.
Although some sources denied any offers from
the Persian Gulf countries, there were reports
of Al-Shamal Club in Qatar showing interest in
Golmohammadi.

Golmohammadi’s last statement to the CEO
indicates his decision to discontinue. Subsequent
to that, debates regarding potential successors
such as Branko Ivankovic, Mehdi Tartar and even
Dragan Skocic sparked in Iranian media.

However, general manager Reza Darvish
informed Golmohammadi that the club would not
take any action for the coming days and asked him
to announce his decision after a few days of rest.

Hajsafi aims to end
Iran title drought in
AFC Asian Cup: AFC

TEHRAN - Iran captain Ehsan Hajsafi is looking
forward to ending Team Melli's long wait for a
fourth continental title in the AFC Asian Cup.

As the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023 draws ever
closer to the big kick-off on January 12, some
of Asia’s most decorated and recognizable
players may be about to appear in the
competition for the last time.

From the host nation’s captain to India’s talisman
and many others, a number of veterans will take
to the pitches across Qatar as they look to inspire
their countries to a successful campaign.

Whether it will be the last time we see them in
AFC Asian Cup action is yet to be determined, but
the-AFC.com shines the spotlight on five players
who could be appearing in the continent’s most
prestigious tournament for the final time of their
illustrious careers.

Sunil Chhetri (India), Hassan Maatouk (Lebanon),
Zhang Linpeng (China PR) and Hassan Al Haydos
(Qatar) are the other players in the list.

Yet another national team captain, Hajsafi has
been a regular for the Iran since 2008, amassing
well over 135 caps and appearing at three FIFA
World Cups and three AFC Asian Cups.

The versatile left-back has spent the majority
of his club career between his homeland and
Greece, and last season completed arguably
his finest domestic campaign by clinching the
domestic double with AEK Athens.

Now 33, Hajsafi has been part of Iranian sides
that have reached two AFC Asian Cup quarter-
finals and a semi-final. But there is no doubt he
will head to Qatar with the aim of ending Team
Melli’'s long wait for a fourth continental title in
what may be his last chance to do so.
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Iraqi winger Ali
Jasim linked with
Sepahan: report

TEHRAN - Iraq international winger Ali
Jasim has been reportedly linked with a
move to Sepahan football team.

The media reports suggest that Sepahan
Portuguese coach José Morais has shown
interest in signing the player.

Jasim, 19, currently plays in Iragi team
Al-Quwa Al-Jawiya and is a member of Iraq
national football team as well.

He scored twice against Sepahan in the
2023-24 AFC Champions League group stage.

The match ended 2-2 in Group C.

Iran to host
Asian Judo
Championships

TEHRAN - The Judo Union of Asia has
selected Iran as the host of the Asian
Judo Championships and the Asian Kata
Tournament for the first time in the judo
history of the country.

Thelslamic Republic of Iran Judo Federation
is scheduled to host these sports events on
Kish Island located in the Persian Gulf in June
2024, the IRNA reported on Saturday.

During the Asian Junior Championships
2023 in Uzbekistan's Tashkent, President
of the Iranian Judo Federation Arash Mir-
Esmaeili held talks with President of the
Judo Union of Asia Obaid Al-Anzi.

In this meeting, Mir-Esmaeili said that Iran
isreadyto hostthe AsianJudo Championships
for youth and adult categories as well as the
Asian Kata Tournament. Following precise
studies, the Judo Union of Asia eventually
agreed upon this proposal.

Iran imports two
VAR systems:
Official

TEHRAN - The President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Football Federation,
Mehdi Taj, has announced that the country
has imported two video assistant referee
systems (VAR).

The VAR systems arrived in the country on
Thursday as planned and will be launched in
coordination with the Ministry of Sports and
Youth, said late on Friday after the friendly
match between the Iranian national football
team and Burkina Faso on Kish Island, located
in the Persian Gulf, south of Iran.

Taj expressed his dissatisfaction over the
situation of refereeing the matches in Iran and
stressed that the use of VAR will help remove
the problems in terms of refereeing.

Reports have suggested that Iran delayed
using the VAR during the matches due to the
anti-Iran sanctions.

Iranian tennis
players become
world tour
finalists

TEHRAN - The Iranian national tennis squad
with Hamidreza Naddaf and Samyar Elyasi
advanced to the finals in the World Tennis Tour
underway in Kish Island, Iran.

In the semifinal, Iran’s national team
defeated Russia 2-1to reach the final of the
sporting event.

Also, Hungary thrashed Italy 2-0 to
become Iran’s opponent in the final.

In the final, Iran will face Hungary on
Saturday.

World Tennis Tour is underway from
December 31, 2023, to January 7, 2024, with
representatives from India, China, Canada,
Iran, Italy, Georgia, Moldova, Syria, China
Taipei, Russia, Argentina, Hungary and
Ukraine at Kish Olympic Tennis Courts.
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President Raisi inaugurates several
infrastructure projects in Zanjan Province

From page 1 » Also, 54 gas projects with
a credit of 1.302 trillion rials (about $2.6
million), including gas supply to 7,639 units of
the National Housing Movement projects in
the city of Zanjan, gas supply to eight villages
and gas supply to 45 industrial units, were
inaugurated on Friday prior to the president’s
trip to the province.

Three electricity projects with an

investment amounting to 1408 trillion
rials (about $2.8 million), including the
installation of smart electricity meters
across the province and reducing urban and
rural electricity losses and electricity supply
to 20 villages in Zanjan, were also among the
inaugurated projects.

Raisialsoinaugurated sixroad construction
projects worth 13.65 trillion rials (about $27.3
million), including new main roads and the
improvement and asphalt coating of existing
roads, as well as some highways.

The president also inaugurated three
housing projects, 517 rural development
projects, numerous educational, cultural and
sport projects, as well as several health and
medical-related projects across the province.

This was President Raisi’s second visit
to the province since the beginning of his
administration.

90% of Iran’s rural areas to get access to
gas network by late March

TEHRAN - The head of the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC) said 90 percent of the
country’s rural areas are going to be supplied
with gas through the national gas network by
the end of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 19), Shana reported.

Making the remarks on the sidelines of the
inauguration ceremony of some gas supply

projects in Zanjan Province, Majid Chegeni
said 5,350 villages and 42 cities have been
connected to the national gas network since
the current government administration took
office in 2021.

According to the official, over 8300
industrial units have also been supplied with
natural gas in the mentioned period.

‘CDTIC able to complete 200km of

freeways next year’

TEHRAN - The deputy head of Iran’s
Construction and  Development  of
Transportation Infrastructures Company
(CDTIC) has said the company is able to
construct 200 kilometers of freeways across
the country if the necessary funding is
provided, IRNA reported.

According to Mahmoud Mollazeynal, CDTIC
is going to need 100 trillion rials (about $200

million) to complete the mentioned freeways
in the next Iranian calendar year (begins on
March 21).

Referring to the projects that will be ready
for operation by the end of the current year
the official said eight kilometers of the
Manjil-Rudbar freeway, which is part of the
Qazvin-Rasht freeway project, is ready to be
opened by the end of this year.

Bushehr province holds its 1st maritime

exhibition

TEHRAN - The first Specialized Maritime
Exhibition in southern Bushehr Province was
held during January 2-5, the news portal
of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) reported.

According to Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab,
the director general of Bushehr Ports and
Maritime Affairs Department, the specialized
exhibition has been very well received by
companies active in this field, especially
knowledge-based firms.

“Considering the announcement of the
general policies of maritime-oriented
development by the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, holding the mentioned exhibition
is a valuable opportunity to present the
achievements of the maritime sector”
Shakibi-Nasab said.

In mid-November 2023, the head of Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
said the organization is going to attract 1.0
quadrillion rials (about $1.968 billion) of
investment in the country’s ports to develop
maritime economy.

As reported by the portal of the Iranian
Transport Ministry, Ali-Akbar Safaei said
470 trillion rials (about $924 million) of the
mentioned figure is going to be invested
by the private sector and the rest will be
supplied by PMO.

According to the official, private
contractors have so far signed deals worth

60 trillion rials (about $118 million) with PMO
to implement development projects in the
country’s ports.

“Im order to realize the general
development policies of the maritime sector,
we need an integrated, coordinated and agile
management at the highest level,” Safaei
said.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports
as the major gates of exports and imports
play a significant role in this battle. This role
makes all-out support to ports and more
development of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more development
of the ports and also take some measures
to encourage investment making in ports,
in addition to facilitating the loading
and unloading of goods, especially basic
commodities, there.

Itis worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization has defined a high
number of projects to develop and improve
the country’s ports, as the country aims to
double the capacity of its ports in the course
of five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from 180
million tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392
(ended in March 2014) to 250 million tons in
1399 (ended in March 2021).

TEDPIX drops 1,500 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 1,532
points (0.07 percent) to 2,153,701 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian calendar
week.

TSE is one of the fourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

' Iran export

TEHRAN-  Iran  exported
commodities valued at $4.7
billion to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) during the first
nine months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2023), the head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA)
announced.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that the UAE was the third top
export destination of Iranian
goods in the mentioned nine-
month period.

The IRICA head also announced
that exporting goods worth $15
billion to Iran, the UAE was Iran’s
first source of import in the first
nine months of this year.

On September 10, 2023,
the Financial Times reported
that trade between Iran and
the United Arab Emirates has
increased significantly as Abu
Dhabi eased restrictions on
business activity between the
two neighbors.

The UAE has eased some
limitations on corporate
registrations and the issuance of
visas to companies from Iran in
recent months, Financial Times
reported, quoting business
people and officials.

Iranian financiers are also

exploring how to enhance
bilateral trade by creating
financial mechanisms to fund
legitimate transactions, the
report added quoting the
sources.

The UAE is Iran’s second-
largest trade partner. The trade
between Iran and the UAE has
recovered from a pandemic
slump of $11 billion in 2020/2021
to $24 billion in the 12 months
ending in March, according to
Iranian data.

The trade between the two
sides has surpassed the $22
billion recorded in 2012 before
U.S-led sanctions were imposed
on the Iranian economy.

Iranian officials have said
they are now targeting a further
increase in  bilateral trade
towards $30 billion in the next
two years.

“Pressure from the UAE
central bank has decreased
and some Emirati banks
have started opening bank
accounts,” said Masoud
Daneshmand, a former head
of the Iran-UAE Chamber of
Commerce. “Currently, some
Iranian companies that used to
be in the UAE but had become
inactive have become active
again. Some new companies
have also started business.”

In  diplomatic  exchanges,
Iranian officials have been asking
their Emirati counterparts to find
new mechanisms for financing

trade, according to people
briefed on these conversations.

“Our economic relationship
with Iran has long been of major
importance,” said the UAE’s
economy ministry. “The UAE’s
trade with Iran is conducted in
full compliance with global rules
and standards.”

For years there have been self-
imposed restrictions on business
with Iran, but these have been
gradually eased in recent years,
a UAE-based businessman
said. “There’s a sense of more
openness.”

Iran and the United Arab
Emirates have agreed to sign new
memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) on the avoidance of
double taxation and facilitation
of mutual investment.

The decision was made during
a meeting between Iranian
Minister of Finance and Economic
Affairs Ehsan Khandouzi and UAE
Minister of State for Financial
Affairs Mohamed bin Hadi Al
Hussaini on the sidelines of the
annual meeting of the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB) Board
of Executive Directors in Jeddah
in mid-May, 2023.

During the meeting,
the officials emphasized
increasing cooperation

in the fields of trade and
foreign investment; in this
regard, it was decided that
appropriate measures should

be implemented soon in
order to sign agreements
on facilitating foreign

investment and avoidance of
double taxation between the
countries.

Pointing to the positive impact
of the resumption of relations
between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Saudi Arabia in the
region, Al-Husseini said that the
volume of trade between the two
countries has increased about
40 times.

“This volume of trade in
various fields indicates a natural
and positive growth of relations
and interactions between Iran
and the UAE, and the role of
the governments of the two
sides is to encourage trade and
facilitate it through agreements
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to avoid double taxation, and it is

necessary to revise the existing
agreements between the two
countries,” he said.

Khandouzi for his part
referred to the previous
unfinished negotiations
related to the drafting of a
foreign investment agreement
between the two sides, saying:
“The Islamic Republic of Iran
is ready to cooperate in joint
profitable projects, as well as
cooperation for investing in
other countries.”

Also on May 9, 2023, the head
of the Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and Industry of
the United Arab Emirates said
his country is seeking to become
Iran’s top trading partner in the
region.

Abdullah Mohamed Al
Mazrouei, who visited Iran at the
head of a business delegation,
made the remarks in a meeting
with the former Head of
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) Gholam-
Hossein Shafeie in Tehran.

During the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on the
common fields of cooperation,
economic relations, and how to
expand commercial relations
between the private sectors of
Iran and the UAE.

Stating that the UAE is one of
the most important neighboring
countries of Iran with a deep
historical relationship, Shafeie
said: “The UAE is Iran’s second
trading partner in the world after
China, and the volume of our
annual exchanges has reached
about 24 billion dollars. Despite
all the restrictions of the past
and the heavy shadow of political
issues on economic relations,
the UAE has always maintained
its good position in relation to
Iran and the mentioned issues
have not been able to have a
deep impact on our business
relations.”

Back in early January, 2023,
the director-general of Bushehr
Province’s Ports and Maritime
Department announced that Iran
has launched a direct container
shipping line from the country’s

s commodities worth $4.7b to
UAE in 9 months

southwestern Bushehr Port to
the United Arab Emirates’ Port of
Jebel Ali.

According to  Mohammad
Shakibi-Nasab, launching the
mentioned shipping line is going
to boost the economic exchanges
between the two countries.

He further noted that with
the new line going operational
the cost of transporting export
cargoes has also been reduced
for the two sides’ traders.

At the same time, the head
of Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) met with
the UAE's ambassador to
Tehran, during which the two
sides stressed the acceleration
of mutual port, maritime, and
transit cooperation.

In  the meeting, UAE
Ambassador Saif Mohamed
Obaid  Jasem Al  Zaabi
underlined the  capacities
of UAE companies for port
and  maritime  investment
in  neighboring  countries,

especially Iran, and announced
a field visit by his country’s
experts to Iranian ports in the
near future.

The Arab official also referred
to the very good transportation
and transit infrastructure in his
country and welcomed Iran’s
approach to developing transit
cooperation with CIS countries.

Al Zaabi emphasized the need
for the expansion of economic
relations between Tehran and
Abu Dhabi, expressing the
trust and interest of the UAE
government in developing port
and maritime cooperation with
Iran.

PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei for
his part stressed the strategy
of the Iranian government to
develop economic cooperation

and good relations with
neighboring countries, saying
that the development of

maritime relations between Iran
and the United Arab Emirates is
very important for the Islamic
Republic.

Stating that Iran is ready for
the development of maritime,
transit, and port relations with
Abu Dhabi, Safaei emphasized:
“Transit and port connections
between Tehran and Abu Dhabi
with Central Asian countries
and other nations can be formed
quickly and prosper very fast”

The official also welcomed
any investment by UAE port and
maritime companies in Iran’s
southern ports, especially Shahid
Rajaei Port and Chabahar Port.

“Chabahar Port has very good
capacities and the private sector
of the United Arab Emirates can
forge long-term investment
contracts in Chabahar port,” he
said.

Iran Chamber of Guilds sets to resolve challenges of medical
equipment industry

TEHRAN - The head of the Medical

Medical

Equipment Manufacturers

and

According to Yaghubzadeh, considering

Equipment Committee of the Iran Chamber
of Guilds has said the chamber has put it
on the agenda to resolve the challenges
that the business operators active in the
medical equipment industry are currently
facing.

“The challenges of the medical equipment
industry are mostly centered around the
guidelines of the Ministry of Health, and
we intend to solve these problems and
challenges in this committee,” Mohammad-
Rashid Abrnak said.

According to the official, currently,
more than 8,000 trade unions are active
in the field of medical equipment in the
country.

Many of the medical equipment produced in
Iran are exported to industrialized and well-
known countries across the world, however,
a large amount of medical equipment in Iran
is imported, and this is due to the vast variety
of medical goods and equipment, the official
said.

Last week, the head of Iran’s Union of

Exporters has said 70 percent of the medical
equipment used in the country is made by
domestic producers, IRIB reported.

According to Abdolreza Yaghoubzadeh,
currently, 100 percent of normal hospital
beds, more than 95 percent of special ICU
and CCU beds, and more than 85 percent
of operating room medical equipment,
such as anesthesia machines, ventilators,
electrocautery, and other equipment are
manufactured inside the country with
advanced technical knowledge.

Putting the current imports of the
mentioned products at about $1.0 billion,
Yaghoubzadeh said if the government cuts
the subsidized foreign currency allocated for
the import of medical equipment, the annual
imports of such items will be reduced to
$600,000.

The official noted that allocating
subsidized foreign currency to the import
of medical equipment has resulted in the
surplus imports of such products so that the
imports are more than the actual needs of
the country.

Iran’s population and per capita income of the
people, the medical equipment market of the
country is less than one percent of the global
market for such products.

“If we divide the world’s medical equipment
market which is 400 billion dollars to the
population, one percent of this figure that is
four billion dollars would be the value of Iran’s
medical equipment market,” he explained.

Yaghubzadeh further noted that, currently
over $3.0 billion worth of medical equipment
is produced inside the country, and about $1.0
billion is imported.

According to the official, there are
currently over 1,000 medical equipment
production units active across the country
of which up to 400 are knowledge-based or
startups.

“We export to more than 60 foreign
countries, and many European countries
are among the export destinations of our
products; the value of our exports in the past
few years has been up to 30 million dollars,”
he said.



Strategic burden

How Biden blind support of Israel hurts U.S. national interests

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Israel may become a
burden on America’s shoulders,
posing risks to America’s interests.

The United States has long
maintained a steadfast alliance
with the Tel Aviv regime, a
strategic partner that shares
values and aligns with American
interests in the region.

This unwavering support has
taken on a heightened significance
in recent months, with the United
States intensifying its backing of
Israel in unprecedented ways.

Since October 7, the United States
has stepped up its support for Israel
atvarious levels, demonstrating the
depth of the Washington-Tel Aviv
strategic partnership.

The US. has bolstered Israel’s war
capabilities amidst the escalating
conflict in the Gaza Strip.

The United States has also
provided unwavering  political
support to Israel, openly defending
its actions. It has used its
diplomatic clout to shield Israel
from condemnation at the United
Nations, vetoing resolutions that
would have placed undue pressure
on the Israeli regime.

In a stark demonstration of
its commitment to Israel, the
United States has twice vetoed
resolutions at the UN Security
Council that demanded Israel to
stop war in the Gaza Strip.

Washington’s unwavering
support for the occupation regime
has also drawn worldwide criticism.
Such  unconditional ~ support
undermines efforts to achieve
peace in the region.

Former Mossad chief Tamir Pardo,
in his recent note, has described the

level of American support to Israel
as “unprecedented”

“On the security level, there
is  unprecedented  cooperation
between Israel and Washington,
similar only to cooperation between
the United States and Britain..
Moreover, the recognition that
Israel would obtain the necessary
weapons and ammunition in times

of crises was unprecedented
in intemational relations, and
intelligence  and  operational

cooperation exceeded all limits of
imagination,” Pardo stated.

In his note, Pardo expressed
concerns that the United States’
unwavering support for Israel may
dwindle in the future, attributing
this potential shift to the perception
that Israel will no longer be viewed
as an “asset” by the United States.

“Woe to us if, one day, the
Pentagon and the US State
Department send a statement to
Congress and the White House,
saying that Israel is no longer an
asset to the United States, and has
become a strategic burden. The
matters before us are clear, and
it would be better for all of us to
understand that,” Pardo warmed.

the

Highlighting
disconnection between Israeli and
the United States’ interests and
national security, Pardo cautioned
that American support for Israel
may face erosion in the future.

potential

“The great danger to Israel is
that, for the first time, it could be
in direct confrontation with the
highest American national security
interests, and this irresponsible
behavior by the Israeli government
and its president could lead to an
existential threat to the Zionist
state, as well as to the Jews of the
diaspora,” the former Mossad chief
pointed out.

It appears that America’s backing
for Israel may wane in light of the
multifaceted challenges faced by
the Joe Biden administration.

The expanding Chinese economic
power, along with its growing global
influence, the ongoing crisis in
Ukraine, and the surging influence
of Russia are among the factors
contributing to the concerns among
American officials.

The US, already engaged in
various fronts, is grappling with
the intricate balance of these

Simultaneously, the pressure
exerted by public opinion both
domestically and internationally is
further exacerbating unease in the
White House. There is a worry that
steadfast support for Israel might
pose a risk to the national interests
of the United States.

A recent poll conducted by
the Harvard Kennedy School's
Shorenstein  Center on Media,
Politics, and Public Policy reveals
a notable partisan disparity in
support for Israel among young
adults. The data shows that only
53% of Democratic young adults
express support for Israel.

Furthermore, the survey indicates
that 27% of Americans believe the
United States should increase its
humanitarian aid to the Palestinians.
The online poll gathered responses
from 1,363 adults.

While the results underscore the
prevailing support for Israel in the
United States, they also highlight a
growing apprehension concerning
the Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.
Additionally, the findings suggest
a potential deepening of partisan
divides on this issue in the future.

Considering the factors at play,
a discernible shift appears to be
underway in America’s Israel policy.

Some Zionists are realizing
that they may be perceived as
a burden for the United States.
This recognition raises concerns
about the potential ramifications
for Israel’s standing in the region,
as the regime’s viability in the
region is intricately linked with
American support.

Without robust backing from
the United States, the challenges
for Israel to sustain will become

geopolitical dynamics.

notably formidable.

Staying silent more dangerous than taking action: Hezbollah chief

From page 1 » In the past, if Hezbollah waged
one such operation, the regime would strike the
Lebanese capital Beirut without blinking an eye.

Today, the power of deterrence plays a major
factor in limiting the exchange of fire.

The Hezbollah leader says this opens a new
opportunity for Lebanon after the current
stage of fighting ends in liberating the rest of
Lebanese land from the Israeli occupation.

He was referring to the smallest territory the
regime occupies: part of the town of Ghajar and
the Shebaa Farms.

“We are now at a historic point to completely
liberate every inch of Lebanon,” he noted,
adding, “This is our official position”

Another important aspect of Nasrallah’s
speech is the section he devoted to the Israeli
assassination of Hamas'’s deputy political leader
Saleh al-Arouri in southern Beirut.

Also, Nasrallah touched on how, over the past
three months, Israeli airstrikes in Syria had led to
the martyrdom of several Hezbollah members.

Before the al-Agsa Storm Operation, Hezbollah
had an equation, whereby should the regime kill
any of its members in Syria, the resistance would
retaliate from Lebanon, which was calm.

Now, this equation, according to Nasrallah, has
changed because all the fronts have ignited.

“If we target an Israeli military position or kill
an Israeli soldier. We are already targeting many
Israeli military positions and killing Israeli soldiers
every day, “ the Hezbollah chief noted.

When the Israeli strike occurs in southern
outskirts of the Lebanese capital, the equation
must change, Nasrallah points out.

This Israeli attack will “definitely see a
response (from Hezbollah and a punishment)
against the regime.”

Nasrallah says, “We are not using the term
‘at the appropriate time and place’”

This is something the Hezbollah chief has
used regularly when the Lebanese resistance
retaliates against Israeli aggression.

“he decision will go down to the front. The
front will respond without waiting. And this
response will be inevitable”

In what form the response to al-Arouri's
assassination comes appears to have been kept
as an element of surprise for the regime.

Nasrallah appears to allude that the Israeli
military at the northern front will pay the
price, so one scenario could be an operation by
Hezbollah forces that has yet to be seen over
the past three months.

A new type of weapon could be used for the

“Now, along the entire
border, all Israeli tanks?,
officers, and soldiers have
gone into hiding. You are
required to inspect the areas
carefully to target them,’
Nasrallah highlights.

first time.

This element of surprise will keep the regime on
its toes, and this is perhaps what Sayyed Nasrallah
wants. Historically, it has been well documented
that when Nasrallah wamns the regime that a
response will be coming, it is later executed on the
battlefield. He is not known to be a person who
speaks without action to back up his words.

He also knows what weapons Hezbollah
possesses and the level of damage it can inflict.

The Hezbollah Secretary-General explains
thatiftheresistance does not makea statement
(with its response), then every individual and all
areas of Lebanon will find themselves exposed
in the future by the regime.

What Nasrallah wants the Lebanese public
to know is that silence towards the Israeli
assassination will pose a greater danger to
Lebanon’s sovereignty and territorial integrity
than taking significant retaliatory action.

As is always the case, Nasrallah divides his
speeches into sections. He noted that this
was a good opportunity to speak about the
southern front (Hezbollah's exchange of fire
with the Israeli military) on the Lebanese-
Israeli occupied Palestinian border.

The goal of Hezbollah opening a front
against the Israeli military since October 8,
one day after the Palestinian resistance waged
Operation al-Agsa Storm, is to pressure the
occupation regime and its military to end
barbaric aggression against Gaza.

The secondreasonisto lessen the pressure
on the resistance in Gaza, who are engaged

in heroic combat against an invading force
that knows no humanity.

This second aspect reflects the fact that
Hezbollah is forcing the regime to divert a
significant portion of its military capabilities
away from Gaza and deploy them to its northern
front with the Lebanese resistance.

When an Israeli army spokesman was asked
why did you shoot dead your own captives in
Gaza who were alive, shirtless, waving a white
flag and shouting in Hebrew, he responded that
the Israeli soldiers had been exhausted and
suffering from fatigue.

In another sign of the tiredness and fatigue
among the regime’s army in Gaza, a large
number of Israeli soldiers have been killed by
friendly fire in the enclave.

As the Hezbollah leader points out, why can't
the Israeli regime rotate its troops and allow the
ones fighting in Gaza to rest? The answer is that
the regime simply cannot.

The regime can't afford to withdraw troops
fromthe north, where Hezbollah is more powerful.

Since 1948, and all the wars the regime has
waged against Lebanon, it has always been
Lebanese residents who have been displaced
from their houses.

Reflecting the danger and fear Hezbollah
poses on the regime’s northern front, 230,000
Israelis (according to American media, citing
Israeli officials) have been displaced from their
settlements in northemn occupied Palestine,
despite Nasrallah saying, «We do not target
civilians, even if they are occupiers as well».

One local Israeli settlement leader has spoken
of 300,000 settlers being displaced in the north,
reflecting the scale of the ongoing clashes.

This underlines another failure on the part of
the regime to keep its settlers safe.

It also highlights the economic losses for the
regime as the north of the occupied Palestinian
territories is a highly important agricultural area
that keeps the regime’s economy moving.

This is the first time Israeli settlers have been
displaced from the north.

For more than 90 days, Nasrallah noted that
Hezbollah has conducted 670 operations along
the border. He revealed that there is no single
site along the entire Israeli-occupied border
that has not been targeted by the Lebanese
resistance more than once.

Nasrallah divided and explained the number
of operations and the range of fire against the
Israeli army, which has expanded its presence
across the border region.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Gaza war has
‘disabled’ 12,500
Israeli soldiers,
estimates show

From page 1 » The Israeli army’s reported
injury tally has previously been questioned, as
numbers from hospitals far surpass those the
army is publishing.

The addition of thousands more soldiers
into rehabilitation services could present
financial and logistical challenges to the
already criticized program for disabled
soldiers, Yediot Ahronoth says.

The report warns that Israel may be facing
new cases similar to that of Itzik Saidian, an
Israeli soldier who participated in the 2014
Gaza war and set himself on fire in 2021
outside the war ministry’s rehabilitation
offices, after feeling “humiliated during every
contact” with the ministry.

Russia remains key
oil and gas supplier
to Turkey — media

Russia maintained its position as the top oil
and gas supplier to Turkey in 2023, the Hurriyet
newspaper reported on Saturday, citing data
from Ankara’s Energy Market Regulatory
Authority.

In October, the share of Russian gas in
Tlrkey's imports reportedly amounted to
59.14%, while Russian oil accounted for 49.93%
of national consumption, an increase from
40.74% in October 2022.

According to the paper, deferring payments
for Russian natural gas last year “had a calming
effect on Ankara in solving economic problems.’

In May, Moscow agreed to postpone the
settlement of Tirkey's gas bills. Under the
terms of the deal, up to $4 billion in Turkish
energy payments to Russia were reportedly put
off until 2024.

Lastmonth, Reutersreported that the Turkish
government and companies had managed to
save around $2 billion on energy bills in 2023
by increasing imports of discounted Russian oil
and refined products.

Turkey became the biggest importer of
Russian energy among Western states after
EU nations halted most imports of oil and gas
from Russia, under international pressure and
sanctions imposed over Moscow’s military
operation in Ukraine.

China and India have been importing even
larger volumes of Russian oil and gas, but
Tlrkey's proximity to Russian ports helps
Ankara to save more than other buyers, thanks
to lower shipping costs.

Trump rival wants
US out of NATO -
Politico

Republican presidential candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy has signaled that he intends to
pull the US out of NATO if he wins the 2024
election, Politico reported on Friday, citing
sources.

According to three people familiar with
Ramaswamy’s thinking, he made the remarks
privately while speaking to supporters.
Publicly, the American entrepreneur of Indian
descent has described Washington’s potential
withdrawal from the military alliance - in which
it plays the leading role - as a “reasonable idea.

Tricia  Mclaughlin, the spokeswoman for
Ramaswamy’s campaign, neither confirmed
nor denied the reported plans. However, she
told Politico that her boss had “serious concerns
that most NATO allies fail to meet their military
investment commitments.”

According to Mclaughlin, the presidential
candidate “also believes that post-Cold
War NATO expansionism has unnecessarily
increased the risk of major conflict with Russia.’
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Israel’s creeping
move to expand
settlements

Israel has started a movement to establish
more settlements in the West Bank faster with
the deviation of the public opinion of the world
towards the war in Gaza City.

The illegal Israeli settlements are quickly
increasing in numbers in areas around the
Jordan Valley, wamed a Palestinian presidency
spokesperson in a statement, the Palestinian
Wafa news agency reported.

Nabil Abu Rudeineh appealed to the US
to urge Israel to counter the settlement
expansions, which are “dragging the region into
an uncontrollably grave situation”.

Since October 7, Israeli settlers, often shielded
by Israeli forces, have intensified attacks on
Palestinians and annexed more Palestinian land
throughout the occupied West Bank.

This has led to an “unprecedented surge in
settlement activities”, with nine new outposts
set up in the West Bank, reports Israeli human
rights group Peace Now.

Hezbollah says
no talks until war
on Gaza ends

A Hezbollah statement says they targeted
the Maroun air control base on Jabal al-Jarmak
with 62 missiles of various types and inflicted
direct and confirmed hits.

In response, Israel hit a Hezbollah position.

According to Al-Jazeera, France and the
US are trying to mediate between Israel and
Lebanon, but right now, Hezbollah is not
interested in withdrawing from this area, which
is what Israel wants.

Hezbollah says there will be no negotiations
until the war on Gaza ends.

Lebanon’s Jama’a Islamiya group also says it
fired rockets at northern Israel.

The group has said in a statement that it had
fired two volleys of rockets at Kiryat Shmona in
northern Israel.

The attack comes after Lebanon’s Hezbollah
group said earlier it had fired at least 62 rockets
towards Israel on Saturday morning.

EU’s Borrell:
No one wins in the
regional conflict

The foreign policy chief for the European
Union, Josep Borrell, is in Beirut where he
met with Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati.

“We see an escalation in the exchange of
fire between Lebanon and Israel, and war
must be avoided,” Borrell said in a news
conference.

“No one wins in the regional conflict, and
| informed Israel of this and stressed the
necessity of working through diplomacy to
end the conflict,” he said, adding “We must act
to achieve a permanent ceasefire in Gaza and
release the hostages”

According to the World Food Program, 100
percent of the population of the Gaza Strip
suffers from a food crisis. Gaza cannot be
isolated from the West Bank and is part of the
territory occupied by Israel since 1967, the EU’s
top diplomat highlighted.
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Ancient alleyway adjoining Semnan’s
grand mosque restored

il
TEHRAN - An ancient alleyway stretching
on the eastern side of the Jameh Mosque of
Seman, one of the oldest standing mosques
in Iran, has been restored to its former state.

During this phase of restoration, the worn-
out adobe layers were repaired, gypsum
frames were created, bonding was rein-
forced, the alignment of brick and adobe el-
ements was arranged, Soroush Hashemi, an
official with Semnan’s tourism directorate,
said on Thursday.

Highlighting that the passage lies within
the historical fabric of Semnan city, he em-
phasized, “Semnan’s historical fabric holds
significant architectural features, and its
maintenance has consistently been part of
the agenda for Semnan province’s tourism
directorate.”

The minaret of the Jameh Mosque of Se-
man is the oldest extant part of the mosque,
which was later expanded during the Ilkhanid
and Timurid periods. An inscription found on
the minaret of the mosque indicates that the
tower was erected during the governance of
Abu Harb Bakhtiar ibn Muhammad, placing
its construction between 1026 CE and 1035,
as reported by Archnet.

During the Safavid period, the minaret un-
derwent renovation. It stands as a tapering
cylindrical shaft soaring to a height of twen-
ty-eight and a half meters, situated atop a
tall cylindrical base. Initially, akin to other

minarets from the Seljuk era, it stood sepa-
rate from the main mosque structure.

Constructed primarily using brick and
mortar, the mosque boasts brick columns
within the prayer halls, while the vaults ex-
hibit ornate stucco decorations. The grand
iwan is adorned with intricate brickwork, two
multicolored inscriptions, and a band of tiles.

The mosque, designed in a rectangular lay-
out, is positioned in a southwest-northeast
orientation, focusing around a courtyard
measuring twenty-five by twenty-seven me-
ters.

Over the ages, each side of the courtyard
has evolved with distinct architectural plans.
The western side features a sizable gibla
iwan leading into a chamber with a dome. On
the remaining three sides, hypostyle prayer
halls of varied layouts dominate the space.
Positioned at the northeast corner stands
the minaret.

The gibla iwan, constructed from brick,
stands at a height of twenty-one meters and
spans ten and a half meters wide. An inscrip-
tion suggests its construction in 1423 by a
Timurid minister. Adjacent to the iwan, the
dome chamber reaches a height of fourteen
and a half meters, housing the mihrab on its
western wall.

The prayer hall on the southeastern side of
the courtyard spans three aisles in width and
nine bays in depth, featuring a mihrab on its
western wall, supported by sixteen columns.
Meanwhile, the prayer hall on the northeast-
ern side assumes a square plan, sustained
by sixteen columns organized in four rows of
four.

The Friday Mosque is situated inside a tra-
ditional bazaar, and its main entrance is on
the north side of Imam street. Another en-
trance is found on the east side of the bazaar.

The terms “Jameh Mosque”, “Masjed-e
Jameh” and “Friday Mosque” are used in Iran
for a grand communal mosque where man-
datory Friday prayers are performed: the
phrase is used in other Muslim countries but
only in Iran does it designate this purpose.

Arasbaran’s timeless beauty: diverse
flora, fauna, and heroic legends

TEHRAN - Arasbaran mountains
offers its visitors mesmerizing
views that are reminiscent of oth-
erworldly postcards.

Situated in the north of Iran
at the border with Armenia and
Azerbaijan in the Caucasus Iranian
highlands, Arasbaran, also known
as Qare Dag, holds significance
owing to its incredibly diverse ar-
ray of flora and fauna, as well as
its historical significance.

The reserve encompasses
mountains, high alpine meadows,
semi-arid steppes, rangelands,
forests, rivers, and springs. More-
over, it is the territory of one of
the oldest tribes in the country,
namely the Qaradagh or Arasha-
ran tribe.

Economic activities in the UNES-
CO-designated biosphere reserve
consist mainly of agriculture, an-
imal husbandry, horticulture, api-
culture, handicrafts, and tourism,
while business activities can be
found in urbanized areas.

As mentioned by Visit Iran,
the lush greenery eliminates the
need for nomads to wander far in
search of grazing lands for their

sheep and goats.

One notable landmark, Kaley-
bar, served as the stronghold for
Babak Khorramdin, who is now a
national hero.

In the early 9th century, Ba-
bak led a formidable resistance
against the Islamic Caliphate, cul-
minating in a fierce two-decade-
long struggle centered around the
famed Babak Fort.

Centuries later, Arasbaran for-
ests housed revolutionary groups

during the Constitutional Revo-
lution of Iran, notably led by Sat-
tarkhan. Moreover, in 1925, during
the formation of the Pahlavi era by
Reza Shah, cultural and ethnic na-
tionalism led to the region’s name
change from Qare Dag to Arasba-
ran, aiming to thwart separatist
movements in border areas.

Notably, the forests boast an
abundance of edible wild trees
such as Hornbeam, Sumagq, var-
jous berries, Walnut, Hazelnut,
Redcurrant, Truffles, and diverse

medicinal  herbs.  Additionally,
the region is home to a variety of
wildlife including birds, reptiles,
fish, and mammals such as wild
boars, brown bears, wolves, leop-
ards, and the Caspian Red Deer, or
Maral, which faced extinction but
has seen a recent resurgence.

Exploring the area, the road
from Kaleybar to Asheglu holds
numerous attractions, like Mikan-
diValley, Aynali Forests, and Babak
Castle. Yet, lesser-known gems
are awaiting adventurous trav-
elers, such as visits to the sacred
mountains or witnessing the en-
during traditional lifestyle in the
summer camps of the local tribes
like Ilat.

Each village in Arasharan boasts
its own landmarks—like the an-
cient tree in Kavanag, Jowshin Fort
in Varzagan, Babak Fort perched
on a mountain summit near Ka-
leybar, Khoda Afarin Bridges near
Khomarlou, and Kordasht Bath
among others. Furthermore, the
area abounds in hot springs,
some equipped with therapeutic
facilities, offering a rejuvenating
experience for visitors seeking re-
laxation.

Minister visits Gonabad, underlines tourism opportunities

TEHRAN - On Saturday, Ezzatollah Zargha-
mi, the Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts, paid a visit to the ancient
city of Gonabad, which is renowned for its
UNESCO-recognized ganat system, thought
to have been built between 700 and 500 BC.

During his brief stop in Gonabad en route
to Birjand, Zarghami took the opportunity
to visit the UNESCO-designated ganat and
explore some of the region’s tourist infra-
structure. He expressed his viewpoint, stat-
ing, “Considering its rich capacities, Gonabad
stands out as a priority for investment in the
tourism sector”

The minister highlighted the capability and
logic behind any investments made in this re-
gion, foreseeing a promising future for tour-
ism development in the area.

“Gonabad boasts exceptional capabilities
in cultural heritage and tourism. Supporting
tourism investors in this region by removing
investment barriers and facilitating services
is crucial,” Zarghami said.

Located in Razavi Khorasan province, Go-
nabad holds a wealth of historical tourist
destinations, attracting both domestic and
international travelers.

Its ancient history, dating back to legendary
times mentioned in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh,
portrays Gonabad as a land of warfare and
legend.

In ancient times, Gonabad served as a res-
idential area during the Achaemenid era and
was strategically situated on the route con-
necting Zabol, Makran, Fars, Turkistan, and
Herat in western Iran, gaining attention from
rulers of that ancient period.

Before the Islamic era, this region acted as
an internal passageway in the Iranian plateau
and its eastern parts.

According to IRNA, among the 250 iden-
tified historical sites in Gonabad, 148 have
been registered in the national heritage list,
with the ganat being the only UNESCO-reg-
istered site in Khorasan Razavi, symbolizing
the resilience of the desert dwellers in their

Mysterious medieval cemetery unearthed in Wales

quest for water dating back to the Achae-
menid era.

Furthermore, 12 traditional ceremonies of
Gonabad are listed on the country’s intangi-
ble cultural heritage registry.

In 2016, a selection of eleven ganats was
collectively inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list under the title of The Persian
Qanat. Each of them epitomizes many others
in terms of geographic scopes, architectural
design, and other motives. Such subterra-
nean tunnels provide exceptional testimony
to cultural traditions and civilizations in des-
ert areas with an arid climate.

Generally, each ganat comprises an almost
horizontal tunnel for collecting water from
an underground water source, usually an al-
luvial fan, into which a mother well is sunk to
the appropriate level of the aquifer.

UNESCO has it that “The ganats provide
exceptional testimony to cultural traditions
and civilizations in desert areas with an arid
climate”

A rare, early medieval cemetery has
been unearthed in Wales and it has left
archaeologists scratching their heads.

It's thought to date to the 6th or 7th
Century and 18 of the estimated 70
graves have been excavated so far.

Some of the well-preserved skeletons
have been found lying in unusual posi-
tions and unexpected artefacts are also
emerging from the site.

The dig is starting to reveal more
about this ancient community - but it's
also raising questions.

The cemetery lies in an unremarkable
field in the grounds of Fonmon Castle,
close to the end of the runway at Cardiff

airport.

Over two summers, a team has been
busy carefully removing the thin layer of
topsoil to expose the graves that were
carved into the bedrock so long ago.

Summer Courts, an osteoarchaeologist
from the University of Reading, says the
skeletons are in good condition despite
being around 1,500 years old.

She points to a skull that's just been
excavated, which is providing clues about
how these people lived and worked.

“We have some teeth that are very
worn in a kind of a funny way that might
indicate the use of teeth as tools,” she
says.

“Maybe for textile work, leather work
or basketry - they're pulling something
through their front teeth.”

But some of the skeletons are posing
a puzzle - they're lying in a whole variety
of positions.

Some are flat on their backs, normal
for the period, while others are placed
on their sides, and a few are buried in
a crouching position with their knees
tucked up against their chest.

The archaeologists aren't sure what
this means. Was the cemetery used over
a long period of time as burial practices
were changing? Or were some people be-
ing marked out as different?

Glimpses of World Heritage sites

Fasil Ghebbi

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the fortress
city of Fasil Ghebbi was the residence of the
Ethiopian emperor Fasilides and his succes-
SOrs.

Surrounded by a 900-m-long wall, the
city contains palaces, churches, mon-
asteries and unique public and private
buildings marked by Hindu and Arab in-
fluences, subsequently transformed by
the Baroque style brought to Gondar by
the Jesuit missionaries.

Fasil Ghebbi is located in the Amha-
ra National Regional State, in the North
Gondar Administrative Zone of the Fed-
eral Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

According to UNESCO, the serial prop-
erty consists of eight components. Within
the Fasil Ghebbi palace compound are:
the Castle of Emperor Fasilidas, the Castle
of Emperor lyasu, the Library of Tzadich
Yohannes; the Chancellery of Tzadich Yo-
hannes; the Castle of Emperor David, the
Palace of Mentuab and Banqueting Hall of
the Emperor Bekaffa. The remaining seven
components are located in and around the
city of Gondar: the Debre Berhan Selassie

(Monastery and church); the Bath of Fas-
ilidas; Kiddush Yohannes; Qusquam (Mon-
astery and Church); Thermal Area; the Sos-
inios (also known as Maryam Ghemb); the
Gorgora (Monastery and Church) and the
Palace of Guzara.

Between the thirteenth and seventeenth
centuries, Ethiopian rulers moved their royal
camps frequently. King Fasil (Fasilidas) settled
in Gondar and established it as a permanent
capital in 1636. Before its decline in the late
eighteenth century, the royal court had devel-
oped from a camp into a fortified compound
called Fasil Ghebbi, consisting of six major
building complexes and other ancillary build-
ings, surrounded by a wall 900 metres long,
with twelve entrances and three bridges.

The fortress city functioned as the
centre of the Ethiopian government until
1864. It has some twenty palaces, roy-
al buildings, highly decorated churches,
monasteries and unique public and private
buildings, transformed by the Baroque
style brought to Gondar by the Jesuit mis-
sionaries. The main castle has huge towers
and looming battlemented walls, resem-
bling a piece of medieval Europe trans-

posed to Ethiopia. Beyond the confines of
the city to the northwest by the Qaha River,
there is a two-storey pavilion of a bathing
palace associated with Emperor Fasilidas.
The building is a two-storey battlement-
ed structure situated within and on one
side of a rectangular pool of water which
was supplied by a canal from the nearby
river. The bathing pavilion itself stands on
pier arches and contains several rooms
reached by a stone bridge, part of which
could be raised for defence. Subsequent
rulers, such as lyasu the Great, continued
building, improving the techniques and ar-
chitectural style and expanded to the hills
northwest of the city centre, in the area
known as Qusquam.

Fasil Ghebbi and the other remains in
Gondar city demonstrate a remarkable
interface between internal and external
cultures, with cultural elements related
to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Ethio-
pian Jews and Muslims. This relationship
is expressed not only through the ar-
chitecture of the sites but also through
the handicrafts, painting, literature and
music that flourished in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries.

The items being found around the
graves are also surprising and they show
how life in the middle of the first millen-
nium was very different from now.

Fragments of dishes and cups have
been found, and splinters of animal bone
that have been butchered and burnt. One
item really brings this community to life:
a tiny carved peg that may have been
used as a marker for scoring in a game,
perhaps something like we use in a crib-
bage board.

Dr Andy Seaman, a specialist in early
medieval archaeology from the Universi-
ty of Cardiff - who is leading the digging
team - says unlike cemeteries now, this
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doesn’t seem to be just a place to dispose
of the dead.

“We tend to think of graveyards as sort
of enclosed spaces that we don’t really go
to, but they probably would have been quite
central to life in the past,” he explained.

“And it's not just a place for people
being buried, but it's a place where com-
munities are coming together: they are
burying their dead, but they're also un-
dertaking other forms of activity, and so-
cial practice, including eating and drink-
ing - and feasting”

Most perplexing though is that the
artefacts being discovered here suggest
these people were far from ordinary.

!

While we're at the dig, an excited shout
goes up: “I've just found a piece of glass”

It's lying in one of the graves.

“It's a rim shard, an ice-cream shaped
cone vessel - very fine material, very fine
glass... it’s a really nice find,” Andy Sea-
man says as he admires the fragment.

He thinks it's from the Bordeaux region
in France - and it’s not the only imported
item, the team has also found pieces of
pottery, possibly from North Africa.

The quality of these finds suggests
that the people there were of a high sta-
tus.

(Source: BBC)
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Travelers look at an ancient bas-relief carving, which depicts the coronation of Ardashir Il, during
their visits to Tag-e Bostan, a Sassanid era (224-651) site in western Iran. Ardashir Il appears in the
middle, receiving the diadem from Shapur Il on the right, with Mithra standing to the left.



Dry weather in autumn threatens
wetlands

TEHRAN -Lack of rainfalls in
autumn will certainly fuel the un-
pleasant situation of the wetlands
in the country.

According to the National Cen-
ter for Climate and Drought Crisis
Management at Iran Meteorolog-
ical Organization, due to climate
change, the expected forecasts for
the autumn were not realized and
the amount of precipitation was
not favorable, IRNA quoted.

In the last few years, the impact
of climate change on the country
has been observed; the rainfall pat-
terns have changed, that is, the rain
has peaked in the spring, while it has
been low in the fall and winter.

Also,  precipitations  have
changed from snow to rain, this
situation shows how well the
country has adapted itself to the
new conditions.

The decrease in precipitation and
the subsequent lack of water avail-
ability resources will definitely cause
many problems for human societies.

Theagricultural sector will be af-
fected, and the industry will defi-
nitely face problems in supplying
the required water.

However, the entire burden of
drought is usually imposed on the
wetlands since water that would
normally flow into them is extract-
ed or diverted.

Wetlands are not in good condi-
tion and many of them are on the
verge of extinction.

Wetlands disappearing
Wetlands are disappearing three

times faster than forests and are
Earth’s most threatened ecosys-
tem. In just 50 years — since 1970
— 35% of the world’s wetlands
have been lost, according to the
UN.

In Iran, the excessive increase of
illegal wells has endangered the
life of wetlands.

Statistics show that the num-
ber of unauthorized wells has in-
creased from 15,000 to 400,000
in the last five decades, which
has caused many of the country’s
plains and wetlands to dry up,
IRNA reported.

The high number of these wells
means that there is no more ca-
pacity for underground water
sources.

Over the past few years, we have
been continuously hearing unpleas-
ant news about the country’s water
situation. Drought and low rainfall
have caused many problems and ex-
acerbated the situation.

All of them indicate that the

condition of reservoirs and un-
derground water resources is not
favorable.

Official data show that about
90 percent of the country’s area
is affected by drought with differ-
ent severity and weaknesses. Also,
about 270 cities in the country are
suffering from water stress.

In this situation, many problems
occur in different sectors, includ-
ing the environment. Wetlands are
one of the areas where wells en-
danger their life.

If we take a look at the process
of drilling wells in the country,
both authorized and unauthorized,
we can see that the exploitation of
underground water in the plains
has intensified in the last four de-
cades.

The effect of this process is very
dangerous for the life of wetlands
and their watershed basins.

The drilling of deep wells in
the plains and agricultural fields
causes irreparable damage to the

country’s wetlands.

Climate change disrupting rain-
falls

In December 2023, the Depart-
ment of Environment (DOE) asked
its subsidiaries to carry out a de-
tailed study on climate change and
its causes due to the decrease in
annual precipitation, particularly
this year.

Despite the Meteorological Or-
ganization's forecasts that there
would be adequate autumn rainfall,
the amount of rainfall reported has
been very low, IRNA reported.

Ali Salajeqeh, head of DOE, asked
the Office for Marine Environment
and Wetlands, the National Climate
Change Research Center and the
Environmental Research Institute
to cooperate and investigate the
causes of low rainfall this year.

Climate change, rather than re-
gional factors, is responsible for
disrupting rainfall patterns in the
country, Darioush Gol-Alizadeh,
head of the national center for
weather and climate change affil-
iated with the Department of Envi-
ronment, said.

Climate change has already in-
serted many harmful effects on
our country, and if we do not take
steps to adapt ourselves to the
consequences of this phenomenon
and observe environmental princi-
ples, in the future, more dangerous
consequences will surely plague
Iran and make the conditions more
unfavorable for human, animal,
and plant species.

IRCS assists over 2,600 people in a week

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Crescent Society
(IRCS) has provided aid for 2,607 individuals en-
countering accidents during the last week end-
ed on January 5.Attending 603 rescue missions
across the country, IRCS rescuers saved the lives
of 436 people in various natural disasters and
road accidents, ISNA quoted Sadeq Mahmoudi, an
official with IRCS, as saying.

A total of 364 wounded people were taken to
medical centers, and 344 others received outpa-
tient treatment services, he added.

Mahmoudi also said that rescuers helped 59
people in traffic accidents.

IRCS services

A training workshop focusing on lowering
harms caused by drug addiction was held with the
cooperation of the Iranian Red Crescent Society
(IRCS) and Villa Maraini Foundation of Italy in Teh-
ran in December 2023.

Pirhossein Kolivand, the head of the IRCS, and
Massimo Barra, the head of the Villa Maraini Foun-
dation, met on the sidelines of the event.

Kolivand stated that drug users encounter se-
vere health issues, they also suffer from an identi-
ty crisis which leads to their exclusion by both their
families and society, the IRCS website reported.

However, initiative projects, such as Harm Re-
duction pertaining to Drug Addiction, serve the
purpose of educating and offering healthcare to

Iran finds herbal medicines

these individuals, enabling them to reintegrate
into society, reunite with their families, and re-
store self-esteem.

Barra, for his part, emphasized the significance
of the problems resulting from drug addiction.
Since a large number of individuals are globally
affected by addiction, it is crucial to provide them
with additional support through greater coopera-
tion, he added.

In December 2023, volunteer physicians were
sent to provide free health and pharmaceutical
services to people in deprived areas, an official
with the IRCS said.

The program was implemented on the occasion
of World Volunteer Day, commonly known as IVD,
which is celebrated on December 5 every year.

It's a day where volunteers are acknowledged
and the spirit of volunteerism is promoted at the
local, national, and international levels.

“Volunteer physicians would be sent to deprived
areas from Ilam, Kermanshah, Yazd, Bushehr,
Markazi, West Azarbaijan, and Kerman provinces
to serve the people in these areas,” Vahid Salimi
said.They would provide free health and pharma-
ceutical services, including visiting patients, den-
tal and midwifery services, and traditional medi-
cine and acupuncture consultation.

They would also check people’s health, blood
pressure, height, and weight.

ENGLISH IN USE

effective in COVID-19 treatment

The Food and Drug Administration has approved four domestically

produced herbal medicine effective in the treatment of COVID-19 and has
issued a production license for two of them.

Moreover, oral and dental health care would be
taught to the students of the villages.

The main objective of dispatching volunteers
was to improve the health of the villagers due to
the unavailability of specialist doctors in these ar-
eas and reduce medical expenses.

The IRCS in cooperation with the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) organized eight educa-
tional workshops for students and their family
members residing in the city of Khoy which was
struck by a strong earthquake in January 2023.

On January 28, an earthquake measuring 5.9
on the Richter scale hit Khoy in the northwestern
West Azarbaijan province. The disaster affected at
least 261,000 people and displaced 130,000 from
their homes.

A total of 1,700 male and female students and
120 of their family members attended these work-
shops.These educational workshops were held
with the aim of empowering children and their
families in team building, team support, anger
management, emotion regulation, empathy, hap-
piness, self-care, and environmental care.

During these training programs, facilitators,
and members of the IRCS teams, improved their
technical skills in emergency preparedness, in-
cluding providing Mental Health and Psychosocial
Support (MHPSS) to children, adolescents, and
families during crises, including natural hazards.
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Kianoush Jahanpour, the spokesman for the Food and Drug Adminis-

tration, told IRNA on Monday that “none of these drugs are a cure for
COVID-19, but they have effects to reduce the symptoms of this disease

and should be further investigated”
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The first herbal medicine in this collection is an oral spray containing

six herbal essential oils, and according to the results of a clinical trial
presented, if used, it helps to improve the pulmonary complications of
coronavirus, including shortness of breath, cough, and arterial oxygen-

ation, he explained.
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Iranian students grab colorful medals
in intl. robotics competition

TEHRAN -The robotics team of Iran won a gold
medal and three silver medals in the Dubai Inter-
national Inventions Show (DIS) 2023.

The event provided a business platform for in-
ventors, manufacturers, and dealers to present
their latest products and innovations and ex-
change information.

For this occasion, delegations from different
countries came to Dubai to present their pat-
ented inventions and new ideas, the competition
brings together many participants and inventions
in many diverse areas.

At DIS, excellence in innovation is highlight-
ed through the Invention & Innovation Award, it
brings recognition to the best inventions, innova-
tions, and trade, adding to its merit is supported
by many international delegates.

Over 20 countries including Iran, Canada, Rus-
sia, the United States, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Turkey,
Romania, and Oman participated in the competi-
tion, ISNA reported.

The competition was held both in person and
online.In a face-to-face competition, the Iranian
team won a gold medal for constructing a safe-
ty package and two silver medals for making a
smart mug and skin protection application.

Also, in the online section of the competition,
Iran won a silver medal by presenting a smart bag
reminder.The safety package includes three prod-
ucts: “Safety Helmet”, “Industrial Earplugs” and
“Smart Mask” which are designed to improve the
safety and health of employees in difficult jobs.

The smart mug device checks the amount of
water in the athletes’ bodies, keeps water at an
optimal temperature, and reminds them to drink
water at regular intervals. Being equipped with
a GPS sensor, the smart mug informs athletes
where to get drinks and liquids.

Sun protector device is a tool to protect the
skin from the harmful effects of UV radiation.

The device measures the amount of UV ab-
sorbed by the skin in different environments and
provides the user with the necessary recommen-
dations to take care of the skin.

The smart bag assists students by ensuring
they have the necessary items for weekly sched-
ules by receiving students’ curriculum and using
placed tags on their textbooks, notebooks, and
belongings. In case users forget the necessary
items, the device alerts them.

Last year’s achievements

Elite students from Iran ranked first in the
UniKL International Robattle Competition (UIRC)
2023 and became champions in the category of
Innovation.The competition was hosted by Malay-
sia and held from December 10 -13, IRIB reported.

The event brought together more than 420
participants, under the age of 17, underscoring its
widespread appeal and global representation.

A group of four students from the Iranian team
was able to present the best design of the innova-
tion league and was awarded first place in this sec-
tion.

“The remarkable thing about the Iranian team
was the strong participation of talented girls and
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Some 2,000 mangrove saplings planted
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their unprecedented brilliance in the competi-
tions,” IRIB quoted Nader Nobakht, the head of the
Iranian robotic teams, as saying.

The outstanding achievements of Iranian stu-
dents in international Olympiads have placed the
country among the top five nations in the world.

“The educational system of other countries is
excellent, yet Iran is among the top 5 countries
in the world in the international Olympiads, YJC
quoted Elham Yavari, the head of the National
Organization for the Development of Brilliant Tal-
ents (SAMPAD), as saying.

Yavari pointed to a reform-based plan ap-
proved by Iran’s Ministry of Education in 2011 that
defined a 20-year prospect for the elevation of
educational standards and improvement of the
educational system across the country.

Iranian schoolchildren ranked second and
grabbed six gold medals in the Second Open
World Astronomy Olympiad.

The tournament was hosted by Russia at the
Sirius Educational Center from November 14 to
22, IRNA reported.Iran grabbed one gold medal
and three silver medals at the 35th International
Olympiad in Informatics, ranking seventh in the
world among 91 countries.

The 1012023 was held in Szeged, Hungary, from
August 28th to September 4th.

The International Olympiad in Informatics is an
annual international informatics competition for
high school students from various invited coun-
tries, accompanied by social and cultural pro-
grams.It is one of the several international sci-
ence Olympiads held annually around the world.
Exceptional high school students from various
countries compete in the prestigious algorithmic
competition to sharpen their informatics skills—
such as problem analysis, design of algorithms
and data structures, programming, and testing.

The Iranian team took five medals, ranking third in the
16th Intemational Olympiad on Astronomy and Astro-
physics held on August 10-20 in Chorzow, Poland.

|0AA is an annual event for students who per-
form very well academically around the world.
Established in Thailand in the year 2006, it was
an initiative by five countries including Thailand,
Indonesia, Iran, China, and Poland.

Also, Iranian students took six medals, rank-
ing 11th at the 64th International Mathematical
Olympiad which was held in Japan on July 2-13.

IMO is the World Championship Mathematics
Competition for High School students and is held
each year in a different country.
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People planted on Friday 2,000 mangrove saplings in the Persian Gulf island of Qeshm.

Mangrove forests are rich ecosystems that support the planet and humanity in unique
ways by providing conditions for fish growth, storing carbon, and fighting floods.
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Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:10

Evening: 17:26  Dawn: 5:45 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:15 (tomorrow)

Basra hosting “Operation al-Aqsa Storm”
cartoon exhibition

s

TEHRAN-The  group

exhibition
“Operation al-Agsa Storm” was launched at the
College of Fine Arts, University of Basra, in Iraq
on January 4.

cartoon

Organized by the Khuzestan branch of Art
Bureau, the exhibition showcases 42 cartoons
and caricatures by Iranian artists Mohammad
Hossein Niroomand, Massoud Shojai Tabatabai,
and Maziar Bijani about the continuous crimes
of the Zionist regime in the Gaza Strip, Mehr
reported on Saturday.

The chancellor of the College of Fine Arts, its
professors and students, as well as a number
of Iranian artists and officials attended the
opening ceremony.

Head of Khuzestan Art Bureau Mohammad
Shahbaz Gahroui, Iran’s Cultural Attaché in Basra
Reza Maleki, and Deputy Head of Art Bureau in
international affairs Amirnaser Javid were among
the Iranian officials participating at the event.

On the sidelines of the exhibition, several
workshops and meetings were held between
the artists of Khuzestan and Basra in order to
expand and consolidate the relations between
them.

“Operation al-Agsa Storm” cartoon exhibition
seeks to express the sympathy of artists with the
oppressed people of Palestine; while preserving
and publishing valuable works in the field of
resistance.

Israel’s relentless bombardment of Gaza
for three months has destroyed 70% of the
homes in the besieged enclave, according to the
Government Media Office.

About 300,000 out 0f 439,000 homes have been

destroyed in Israeli attacks. The 29,000 bombs
dropped on the strip have targeted residential
areas, Byzantine churches, hospitals, shopping
malls, and all civilian infrastructure has been
damaged to an extent that they cannot be repaired.

In three months, the offensive has wreaked
more destruction than the razing of Syria’s
Aleppo between 2012 and 2016, Ukraine’s
Mariupol, or, proportionally, the Allied bombing
of Germany in World War II. It has killed more
civilians than the United States-led coalition
did in its three-year campaign against the ISIS
group.

The Israeli military campaign in Gaza, experts
say, also now sits among the deadliest in recent
history, killing more than 22,000 people and
wounding 55,000.

Thelsraeliarmyclaimsithasbeentargeting Hamas
fighters, who carried out a deadly attack called
Operation al-Agsa Storm inside Israel on October 7.
Some 1,200 people were killed in that attack which
triggered the current phase of the conflict.

Hamas says its attack was in response to
continued Israeli blockade of Gaza and expansion
of settlement in the occupied West Bank and
East Jerusalem. Palestinians see the Israeli
settlements - which are considered illegal under
international law - to be the biggest hurdle in
the realization of their future state.

But experts have criticized Israel for bombing
Gaza - which is one of the most densely
populated areas in the world housing 2.3 million
people on 365 sq km of land.

Media reports and rights groups say an
overwhelming majority of those killed are
civilians - more than 70% of them children,
women, and elderly. More than 90% of the
enclave’s population is now displaced, with aid
groups warning of hunger and outbreaks of
disease. Delivery of aid has been restricted by
Israel, worsening the crisis.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military has said little
about what kinds of bombs and artillery it is
using in Gaza. From blast fragments found
on-site and analyses of strike footage, experts
are confident that the vast majority of bombs
dropped on the besieged enclave are US-made.

Cartoon of Day

Book on Gen. Soleimani unveiled

From page 1 » During the
ceremony, Arzani expressed
condolences for the tragic
terrorist incident in Kerman,
stating, “The enemies are afraid
of the name and ideology of
Martyr Soleimani, but these
reactionary movements do not
diminish the love and admiration
of our people for the ideals of
Soleimani”

He also added that sincerity
and populism were the factors
that made Martyr Soleimani
popular, adding, “His spiritual
strength and steadfastness
turned him into an effective
diplomat. Therefore, we hope
to benefit from his method and
characterin life”

“General Qasem Soleimani:
The Wayfarer Who Ended ISIS”
was released for the first time in
Kuala Lumpur in April 2023.

The book has been authored
by Alfian Hamzah, Irman
Abdurahman and Musa Kazim
at the Other Press Sdn Bhd, a
publisher in Petaling Jaya.

The book has been divided
into three sections consisting
of twelve chapters and an
introduction.

The first part of the book
delves into the special position
of martyr Soleimani, narrating
stories and accounts of his
life. The second part of the
book, titled “A Soldier from the
Mountains of Kerman,” begins
with five chapters focusing on
Kerman, Tehran, Lebanon (from
1998 to 2019), Iraq (from 2004
to 2011), Irag and Syria (from
2011 to 2019), and Palestine.
It thoroughly examines the
character of this esteemed
martyr, Qassem  Soleimani,
Shahid al-Quds.

The third part of the book,
titled “The Paradox of Qassem
Soleimani,” composed of three
chapters and this section
highlights the important themes
and testament of martyr
Soleimani.

An English edition of the book
was also published by the Other
Press Sdn Bhd.

The English edition also carries
a foreword by Zuhairi Misrawi,
an Indonesian writer who first
gained public notice as a young

in Malaysia

General

Qasem

v/ - :
Soleimani

The Wayfarer
Who Ended ISIS

AP

intellectual at Nahdlatul Ulama,
and a traditionalist member
of the Sunni Islam group in
Indonesia.

He said that Soleimani is a
personality who is needed to be
known and followed.

In a note printed on the back
cover, the publisher wrote,
“Universally respected by friends
and foes alike, the ‘shadow
commander’ of Iran’s secretive
Quds special forces was the face
of armed resistance in defeating
ISIS and in reshaping the Middle
East”

“For ceaselessly thwarting
their ambitions, schemes and
conspiracies, the United States
and its allies regarded him as

an ‘evil genius! Obfuscation
and Dbifurcation are critical
tools of subjugation in the

post-truth world, especially in
the tumultuous region where
seeds of discord, grips of greed,
and tentacles of tyranny hide
under the cry for liberty and in
the guise of democracy. And
yet, should the long agonizing
history of the Middle East be able
to provide counsel and clarity,
an entirely different picture may
emerge of a thoroughly selfless
multifaceted “commander of the
hearts” who resisted oppression,
fought against injustice, and was
purely devoted to the ideals of

Irman Abdurrahman,

Alfian Hamzah &
Musa Kazim

the Islamic revolution.

“General Qasem Soleimani was
an embodiment of the notion of a
complete person — a renowned
strategist, an astute charismatic
revolutionary, and a spiritual
wayfarer whose life incessantly
bore witness to divine love.

“This book is an invitation
to  think  critically and
conscientiously on the complex
inextricable interplay of actors,

structures, and powers of
the interminable conflicts
and enduring catastrophe

in the Middle East. But more
importantly, it is an attempt
in all modesty to do justice
to the distorted portrayal of
the general and to present
particular aspects of Soleimani
— his genius, his humanity, and
his path of love.”

Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani, a highly esteemed
Iranian military strategist and
prominent figure in the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), left an indelible mark
on Iran’s defense efforts. Born
in 1957 in Qanat-e Malek, Iran,
Soleimani devoted his entire life
to safeguarding his country’s
interests. He gained widespread
recognition for his crucial role
in leading successful military
campaigns, particularly in the
battle against ISIS in Iraq and

JENDERAL
QASEM SOLEIMANI

Zuhairi Misrawi

Irman Abdurrahman,
Alfian Hamzah &
Ausa Kazim

Syria. His exceptional strategic
planning, exemplary leadership
abilities, and  unwavering
commitment to preserving
Iran’s security earned him
profound respect both within
the military and among the
Iranian populace.

General  Soleimani,  with
his remarkable charm and
fearless demeanor, commanded
immense  admiration  from
his comrades as well as the
general public. His resolute
dedication to safeguarding Iran’s
sovereignty and ensuring its
security solidified his position
as an emblem of fortitude and
perseverance.

Despite  facing numerous
hurdles, such as international
sanctions and political tensions,
Soleimani remained an
indispensable figure in Iran’s
military and foreign policies. His
assassination in January 2020
had a seismic impact on the
region, profoundly grieving the
Iranian people and intensifying
tensions between Iran and
the United States. General
Qassem Soleimani’s impactful
contributions to Iran’s defense
will forever be etched in the
nation’s memory, serving as
a testament to his enduring
influence on the geopolitical
landscape of the region.

John Hodge’s surreal fantasy “Collaborators” at

TEHRAN-The  play  “Collaborators”
written by Scottish screenwriter and
dramatist John Hodge and directed by
Parisa Mohammadi is on stage at Iranshahr
Theater in Tehran.

The 2011 play is about the surreal fantasy of
a relationship between two historical figures,
Mikhail Bulgakov, the prominent Russian
writer, and Joseph Stalin, the dictator of the
Soviet Union.

The play takes place from 1938 to 1940,
when Stalin was implementing the Great
Purge in which several million people were
exiled, imprisoned, or executed.

It is a fictional device to examine the
conflict experienced by a writer who is trying
to portray a recognizable depiction of the
human condition in a tyrannical world which
systematically represses such expression.

Bulgakov did receive a phone call from
Stalin out of the blue at an earlier stage in his
career in 1930 in which he was favored with a
new post. He knew that the dictator admired

Iranshahr Theater

his work and followed his output.

No formal collaboration between Stalin and
Bulgakov existed but the figure of Stalin as a
monster inside Bulgakov’'s mind existed, and
this was reinforced physically through the
NKVD, the interior ministry of the Soviet Union.

The play happens in Moscow, 1938; a
dangerous place to have a sense of humor;
even more so a sense of freedom. Mikhail
Bulgakov, living among dissidents, stalked by
secret police, has both. And then he’s offered a
poisoned chalice: a commission to write a play
about Stalin to celebrate his sixtieth birthday.

“Collaborators” embarks on a surreal
journey into the fevered imagination of the
writer as he loses himself in a macabre and
disturbingly funny relationship with the
omnipotent subject of his drama.

Hodge’s blistering play depicts a lethal
game of cat and mouse through which the
appalling compromises and humiliations
inflicted on any artist by those with power are
held up to scrutiny.

John Hodge, 60, has written numerous
works. “Collaborators,” his first play, won the
2012 Olivier Award for Best New Play.

Ramin Sayyardashti, Mohammad-Sadegh
Malek, Vahid Nafar, Reyhaneh Salamat,
Mohammad Niazi, Sahar Vasegh, and Mostafa
Ahadi are in the cast of “Collaborators” among
others.

The play will remain on stage until January
16 at the Iranshahr Theater located at in
Artists Park on North Mousavi Street, Taleqani
Street.

Tehran cultural center to review “The Teachers’ Lounge”

Gaza
Cartoonist: J. Bosco from Brazil

TEHRAN-  The  Teachers’
Lounge, a 2023 German drama
film directed by ilker Catak, will
go on screen at the Arasbaran
Cultural Center in Tehran on
Sunday.

A review session will be held
with the presence of the film
critic Kurosh Jahed after the
screening.

“The Teachers’ Lounge” is
about Carla Nowak, a dedicated
and passionate teacher faced

with a moral dilemma that
ultimately challenges her ideals.

When one of Carla’s students
is suspected of theft, she refuses
to simply accept the accusation
and instead takes it upon herself
to uncover the truth. However,
as Carla delves deeper into
the investigation, she finds
herself caught between her
principles and the confines of
the bureaucratic school system.
The consequences of her actions

begin to unravel her stability and
threaten to shatter everything
she holds dear.

“The Teachers’ Lounge” has
garnered significant recognition
and acclaim since its release.
The film was honored with a
nomination to compete for the
Panorama  Audience  Award
at the prestigious 73rd Berlin
International Film Festival, where
it premiered on February 18,
2023, captivating audiences from

around the world.

Adding to its list of prestigious
accolades, “The Teachers’ Lounge”
was named one of the top five
international films of 2023 by
the esteemed National Board of
Review.

n addition to  these
accomplishments, the film was
alsoselected astheofficial German
entry for the Best International
Feature Film category at the 96th
Academy Awards.
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