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By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Since the early 2000s, the
United States has poured trillions of dol-
lars and deployed thousands of troops to
West Asia, all in pursuit of its grand vision
for a “new Middle East.” This vision, also
referred to as the “greater Middle East,’
envisions a tightly integrated regional
security architecture, comprising “dem-
ocratic” nations aligned with the United
States.

While a few countries, such as the UAE
and Saudi Arabia, appeared to fit the “vi-
brant democracy” model Washington
sought, a significant number of states in
West Asia were deemed in need of sub-
stantial transformation.

To bring this ambitious plan to frui-
tion, Washington initiated a series of in-
vasions and lent support to insurgencies
in countries perceived as disagreeable. It
directly engaged in military interventions
in Afghanistan and Iraq, while stoking the
flames of terrorism and chaos in Syria
and Libya. Nations that proved resistant
to direct confrontation or were not sus-
ceptible to destabilization were met with
punishing economic sanctions, akin to the
measures imposed on Iran.
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In its endeavor to reshape the en-
tire West Asia, the U.S. needed to
eliminate any groups or movements
seeking to challenge Washington’s
dominance. Over time, various forces
emerged in the region, launching at-
tacks against American positions in
a bid to expel U.S. troops from their
respective nations. These fighters
posed an increasingly significant
threat to American interests, espe-
cially when a military leader succeed-
ed in uniting and coordinating them
more closely. Iranian General Qassem
Soleimani swiftly became a target for
the US. after revitalizing the frag-
mented resistance across the region.
Fighters in Palestine, Lebanon, Syria,
Iraq, and Yemen began to leverage
the commander’s expertise, utiliz-
ing his guidance to reorganize into
steadfast bulwarks standing against
the U.S. and its allies, who sought to
exploit their lands, wealth, and re-
sources.

That’'s why when in January of
2020, Washington decided to assas-
sinate the general, it struggled to
justify the act based on internation-
al law. The U.S. assassinated General
Soleimani on Iraqi soil, while he was
there for a diplomatic mission. It did
itin cold blood and did not think twice
about violating the laws it so vehe-
mently bloviates, as it believes itself
and its allies to be above every law
and moral standard.

With the elimination of the biggest
supporter of resistance forces, the
U.S. saw a big opportunity to initiate
the final phases of its transition to-
ward the “new Middle East”. The big-
gest issue of the Muslim world, the
Palestinian cause, now needed to be
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How Gen. Soleimani
designed a new regional

addressed. As apart from resistance
groups, Arab states in the region had
shown little to no regard towards
the Palestinian issue, the U.S. began
its efforts to sideline Palestinians
through the Abraham Accords. The
UAE and Bahrain gladly embraced the
deal, and normalized their relations
with Israel, while Saudi Arabia await-
ed its turn, feeling compelled to tem-
per its overt alignment with Tel Aviv
due to its custodianship of Islam’s
most sacred sites.

However, as a normalization
agreement with Riyadh appeared
imminent, Palestinians returned to
the center of attention. A successful
operation conducted by the Hamas
resistance movement on October 7
dealt a heavy blow to the Israeli re-
gime and sent shockwaves across
Western political circles, which had
presumed the resistance weakened
following the assassination of Gener-
al Soleimani. And as Israel embarked
on an unrelenting bombing cam-
paign against the Gaza Strip, other
resistance groups such as Yemen’s
Ansarullah and Lebanon’s Hezbollah
swiftly came to the aid of the Pales-
tinians.

The US. now watches in awe as
resistance once again gains regional
and even international prominence.
Washington and Israel find them-
selves struggling to give a meaning-
ful military response to resistance
forces’ attacks, as they continue to
lose popularity among the masses.
General Soleimani is in a fight to the
finish. Even though he is not here
today, his architecture for peace and
security in West Asia is not going
anywhere.
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Terrori attack in Kerman will be met with a At least 91 people
lost their lives and 277 were injured as the result of two terror- By Hojatoleslam Mohammad Qomi
ist explosions in Iran’s central city of Kerman on Wednesday, One who emerges victorious from the test that evaluates their heartfelt faith in God can become the
according to the latest reports released by Emergency Medical commander of the army of the righteous. Faith isn't realized merely through performance, but rather
Services of Iran. requires a transformation of love within the heart, as believer is kind to those around them and their love

is intense.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei, has Therefore, the most fundamental divine test is faith, which is related to the heart and how much love
issued a message following the martyrdom of a number of pil- one holds for others. If someone holds love for God and His creatures in their heart, this love spreads to
grims who were martyred in a terrorist attack while en route all those around them because if faith exists, it does not remain confined to the human heart but mani-
to the tomb of Martyr General Soleimani in Kerman’s Garden fests in actions and relationships.
of Martyrs on January 3, 2024. The following is the text of this Abeliever doesn’t confine themselves to the superficial aspects of life and is one who delves deep and
DR possesses keen insight. Hence, in difficult times, they are patient and steadfast, someone who can be the

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful standard-bearer of the army of the righteous and defend the truth.

The evil, criminal enemies of the Iranian nation have once If we look around ourselves, we'll be able to find these qualities fully embodied in one of the greatest
again created a tragedy and martyred a large number of our figures and symbols of our Islamic Revolution, and how beautifully this embodiment exists in the minds
dear people in Kerman in the fragrant atmosphere of the Mar- of all people. A commander that the funeral for his sacred body, after a cowardly and villainous assas-
tyrs’tombs. sination by the invading and criminal American enemy, became a saga of the presence of all his loving

The Iranian nation is in grief, and many families are mourn- admirers.
ing the death of their loved ones. The stony-hearted criminals Those who held love for Hajj Qasem in their hearts saw him not only as a military commander but also
could not tolerate seeing the love and affection of the people as amember of their own family and were always concerned about him. People deeply acknowledged his
for visiting the tomb of their great commander, Martyr Qasem authority, efforts, brilliance, and selflessness. Our lucky comrade, martyr Hajj Qasem Soleimani, fought
Soleimani. They should know that the soldiers who are trav- for what he believed to be right purely out of his faith in God. He considered the Islamic Republic a sanc-
elling on the bright path of Soleimani will not tolerate their tuary, and did not rest a single day to make sure that this sanctuary is preserved; this is indeed an em-
vileness and crime. As of now, both the hands stained with bodiment of heartfelt faith and divine love that blazed in his heart.
the blood of innocent people and the corrupt, evil minds that Thoush it has b " ince h d illas d d dtob
led them to this miscalculation will definitely be the target of ough it has been a few years since he was martyred, we are still as devastated as we used to be,
a severe pounding and a deserving retribution. They should and we are mouming his martyrdom as it happened yesterday. Martyr I'!ajj Qasem Soleimani deser\{es
know that, God willing, this tragedy will be met with a strong our loyalty, and we will not be able to emerge prosperous as Muslims until we get to properly honor him
— and his endeavors.

| sympathize and am with the bereaved families, and | pray : Hajj Qasem Solei.rn.a_n.i is '_the symbol of the power and grandeur pf the Iranian nqtion. One qf our very
for their patience and consolation from Almighty God. The pure important responsibilities is to have experts elaborate on the dlffgrent .dlmen.smns of Hajj Qa;ems
souls of these martyrs will, God willing, be the guests of the perg,onallty.nHe exude(_i the different qualities of the Iranian-Islamic identity which we are all trying to
“Lady of Two Worlds;” the “Mother of the Martyrs?’ Lady Sid- achlgve. Hajj Qassem ! .phe.nomenon and a gem that has become part of the national |dgnt|ty of all
digah Tahirah [Fatimah Zahra] (peace be upon her). I would also Iranlans. People bellerzd in his sincerity and courage, anq his astonishing funeral procession was an
like to extend my sympathies to those who were injured in this embodiment of people’s efforts to uphold the Iranian identity.
tragedy, and | pray to God for their healing. The youth of our beloved and Islamic land, who have grown up with the love of Martyr Qassem Solei-

mani, have seen in him, his image, and his whispered words “resistance,” “sacrifice,” “struggle;” and “de-
Sayyid Ali Khamenei votion” to the defense of Allah’s sanctuary. They will try to continue his path with even greater motivation
and complete faith in the realization of God’s promise, as they thirst to fight and avenge the criminals of
Jan.3,2024 the world.
~ / We seek guidance from his great spirit so that we can take a few steps on this path. The school of
thought of Hajj Qasem must be talked about everywhere, and we should take it as our responsibility to
spread his values.
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Iranians stand as one of the
world’s most ancient civilizations,
boasting a history replete with
tales of triumph and tribulation,
ascent and descent, and prosper-
ity and adversity. Amidst endur-
ing some of the most harrowing
periods in history, the nation has
steadfastly held its ground for
millennia.

From enduring invasions by the
Greeks and Romans to Arabs, and
Mongols, Iran’s unique geopolitical
position has made it a target for
both minor and major aggressors
throughout its history, resulting in
irreparable damage to its culture,
civilization, and national heritage.

Despite having to face off the
enemy at times, and coexist with
it at some others, the country has

An |mmort§l

natlonal hero 4

valiantly navigated tumultuous
tides throughout history, avoiding
submersion in the hostile seas of
foreign influence seeking to erode
its wealth and identity.

One recurring theme across
the vast expanse of the nation’s
borders has always been the
emergence of remarkable military
leaders. These individuals, some
previously obscure, have orches-
trated pivotal changes on the bat-
tlefield at critical junctures. These
men and women have restored
glory and peace to their homeland
while safeguarding ancestral bor-
ders, etching their names in the
annals of Iran’s history.

Amidst the tumultuous mod-
ern era of Iran, where historical
patterns often resurface, it is not

surprising that such exceptional
leaders are destined to emerge
once more to protect their na-
tion. Hence, as today’s generation
delves into the legacies of figures
such as Ariobarzanes, Shah Ismail
I, and Mirza Kuchik Khan, future
generations will certainly come to
recognize yet another celebrated
military leader in their history les-
sons: Qassem Soleimani.

While Soleimani is similar to all
those figures in terms of his en-
deavors and patriotism, one thing
that makes him stand out among
all of Iran’s national heroes is the
fact that despite his martyrdom,
his legacy still goes on.

Early life

The man revered as one of the
most influential figures of the 21st
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century in West Asia, was born in a
remote village in the southeastern
province of Kerman. He was the
third child of his farmer parents,
who had a total of five kids.

Like many notable people in
history, Soleimani had a difficult
upbringing. Though he was raised
by loving parents, he had quite a
humble background and had to
grapple with deprivation for sev-
eral points in his childhood and
teens. As villagers, his family re-
lied on their produce and animals
to survive and make money, which
proved to be a measly amount at
the end of each year.

From the tender age of five,
Soleimani spent his days assist-
ing with farm work and tending to
livestock as a shepherd. As his an-
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nual allotment, he received noth-
ing more than worn-out garments
and two sets of dilapidated rubber
shoes. Clad in these meager be-
longings, he diligently tended the
sheep, often endangering himself
to ensure their well-being. “l used
to go to the wild almond forest
without fearing the wolves that
were waiting to hunt the sheep in
the winter!” he wrote in his mem-
oir. Yet, amid these struggles, his
feet endured the harsh terrain, at
times causing his tattered shoes
to fail, leaving his toes exposed
and bloodied from their encounter
with the rugged path.

Once Soleimani reached his
teenage years, he figured he had
to look for an additional stream of
income despite being a student.

He left the village for the city after
school ended and knocked on the
door of every business in town to
find a job. “I knocked on the door
of every shop, café, restaurant, and
workshop asking, ‘Do you need
a worker?' Everyone would look
at my small stature and turn me
down.

Despite feeling insignificant and
out of place in the bustling urban
environment, Soleimani resolved
not to yield, seizing every opportu-
nity to assist his parents with their
expenses. Ultimately, he secured
employment at a construction site,
where his daily tasks involved the
strenuous lifting of heavy objects.
Yet, the gratification of provid-
ing for his parents eclipsed every
hardship and struggle he endured.

9

Additionally, the extra income af-
forded him the chance to acquire
possessions he had never previ-
ously enjoyed.

“With two rials, | bought a pack
of small Minoo biscuits and four
bananas for five rials. | enjoyed
them. All the tiredness | had been
feeling was gone. It was the first
time | ate a banana,” he recalled in
his memoir.

During his late teens, Soleima-
ni's frail physique underwent a
remarkable transformation into a
robust and muscular form, attrib-
utable to his fervent engagement
in Martial Arts and Zurkhaneh— a
traditional Iranian sport. This new-
found strength and agility em-
powered him to evade the clutches
of the Shah’s forces amidst the
fervent protests of the days pre-
ceding the triumph of the Islamic
Revolution. He did end up getting
trapped and badly beaten eventu-
ally, but soon realized that in order
to preserve what he truly valued,
he needed to put up a good fight.
“l could not move for three days
because of the extreme pain, but
| felt a new energy in me. The fear
of being beaten and tortured had
disappeared because | thought to
myself that whatever could have
happened has already happened.”’

Beginning of military career

Soleimani ended up working
several jobs in the city following
his first one at a construction site.
But after the Islamic Revolution
prevailed, Soleimani was appoint-
ed as an honorary member of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
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that Soleimani officially joined the
IRGC. Despite entering the army
at the lowest rank, he eventually
assumed a direct role in numerous
pivotal operations during the ar-
duous 8-year conflict.

The 23-year Soleimani ended up
as the commander of a volunteer
force from his home province of
Kerman in what became the 4lst
Sarallah Division. He led several op-
erations against separatists inside
Iran, and became familiar with mili-
tary strategizing pretty early in life.

From the outset of his com-
mand, Soleimani appeared imper-
vious to vanity and arrogance. “He
was consistently devout, priori-
tizing his religious duties even in
the most arduous moments of the
war. His conduct also astonished
many; he treated everyone, includ-
ing prisoners of war, with the same
respect, ensuring the dignity of ev-
ery individual under his command,’
remarked General Gholamreza
Baghbani, a long-time comrade
who fought alongside Soleimani
for 39 years. “He sustained injuries
three times during the war, some
of which were severe and required
him to temporarily withdraw from
the battlefield for recuperation.
Yet, | recall he almost abhorred
being confined to bed rest; it was
as if he felt unsettled resting while
aware that his compatriots and
people may be in peril” General
Baghbani recounted. Despite his
numerous accomplishments on
the frontlines, Soleimani consis-
tently sought to remain inconspic-
uous and eschewed personal rec-

“His every action was for the nation;
he was unconcerned with personal
glory. His sole aim was the safety
and security of our country,” comrade
General Gholamreza Baghbani says
of Lieutenant General Soleimani.

in Kerman in February 1979. It was
two years after the onset of the
devastating war waged against
ran by Iragi dictator Saddam
Hussein, supported by the US,

ognition. “His every action was for
the nation; he was unconcermned
with personal glory. His sole aim
was the safety and security of our
country”.
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First post-war tenure

Soleimani, one of the youngest command-
ers during the Iran-Iraq war, remained largely
unknown after the war in comparison to other
generals who had garnered national recogni-
tion in the aftermath of the conflict.

Following the war, Soleimani dedicated the
next decade to combatting widespread orga-
nized crime, including arms and drug traffick-
ing, in the provinces of Kerman and Sistan-Bal-
uchestan.

By 1998, amid Iran’s recovery from the after-
math of Saddam’s invasion, Soleimani assumed
leadership of the IRGC's Quds Force. Although
still relatively unknown to the Iranian public at the
time, his renown among foreign entities, particu-
larly amidst various warring factions in Afghani-
stan, was palpable.

Soleimani reportedly played a crucial role in
brokering peace in war-torn Afghanistan, medi-
ating between diverse Afghan political groups,
and ultimately contributing to the formation of
Afghanistan’s first post-Taliban government
after the 2001 Bonn conference.

Recognizing the importance of regional
stability, Soleimani embarked on a mission to
secure not only Iran but also its neighboring
countries. He extended support to groups and
governments in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Pales-
tine, each entangled in prolonged conflicts with
either the Israeli regime or occupying U.S. forc-
es. Notably, he played a pivotal role in expelling
Israeli forces from Lebanon during the 2006
conflict. Soleimani is also credited with aiding
Irag in regaining its sovereignty following the
USS.and UK invasion in 2003.

2010s and fight against Daesh

Soleimani, though a longstanding influential
figure, rose to nationwide prominence upon
his deployment to Syria and Iraq to combat the
advancing threat of Daesh terrorists, who had
aggressively taken control of vast territories in
both nations.

In the face of global horror sparked by Daesh's
gruesome acts, including beheadings and im-
molations showcased in chilling videos, General
Soleimani took to the battlefield despite daunting
odds.

“When we entered Syria, only 16% of the ter-
ritories remained outside Daesh’s grasp. The
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Operation al-Agsa
Storm and the
subsequent successful
confrontation with
Israeli forces in
Gaza, alongside
pivotal operations by
Yemen’s Ansarullah
movement in the Red
Sea, unequivocally
conveyed to the world
that the assassination
of General Soleimani
has galvanized
resistance groups.

outlook was daunting, but General Soleimani
instilled in us the belief that we could overcome
the terrorists by keeping our spirits high and
our faith steadfast” recounted Mohammad
Reza Fallah Zadeh, a commander who stood
alongside Soleimani in Syria. “He led many
operations personally, displaying resolute de-
termination amid adversities. He even lost his
father while we were planning one of the mis-
sions. | witnessed his tears when alone, but he
only projected strength when he came face to
face with the soldiers.”

Despite all the odds against him, the military
leader ended up dismantling every stronghold of
Daesh one by one. He eventually defied global ex-
pectations in 2017 by accomplishing what seemed
to be an absolutely insurmountable task.

Soleimani announced the end of Daesh in a
letter to Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. While attributing
the victory to the power of God, he wrote, “With
the liberation of Abu-Kamal, the lowering of the
US-Zionist Daesh flag, and the raising of the
Syrian flag, as your soldier on the battlefield, |
humbly declare the end of the cursed tree’s cor-
ruption and dominance.”

U.S. assassination of Gen. Soleimani

Soleimani’s remarkable life was intertwined
with extraordinary events, and his passing fol-

lowed a momentous trajectory. In early January
2020, former USS. President Donald Trump or-
dered a drone strike that tragically ended Solei-
mani’s life upon his arrivalin Baghdad, Iraq. This
targeted killing was widely condemned as a
grave transgression of international law, given
that it occurred during Soleimani’s diplomatic
mission in another sovereign nation.

Following this unlawful act, the Trump ad-
ministration presented a convoluted array of
justifications, fostering international discord
and disapproval. Reportedly, the decision to
carry out this act was intended to appease Is-
raeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and secure sup-
port from the Zionist lobby in the U.S. But more
importantly, Soleimani’s role in fostering the
axis of resistance, standing against U.S. hege-
mony and exploitation in West Asia, had drawn
vehement ire from the U.S. administration.

In the wake of his untimely death, Soleima-
ni was posthumously promoted to the rank of
lieutenant general, a testament to his enduring
impact. The overwhelming turnout at his fu-
neral cortege underscored his unprecedented
public standing, despite his relatively low pub-
lic profile during his active years as a military
leader.

Despite concerted efforts by anti-iran and West-
em-backed media outlets to vilify Soleimani, he re-
mains a cherished national hero in the hearts and
minds of millions of Iranians.

Resistance forces in 2024

The U.S. may have anticipated that the assas-
sination of Soleimani would diminish Iran’s in-
fluence in the region and dishearten resistance
factions. However, the events of 2023 demon-
strated that all such US. expectations were
fundamentally misplaced.

According to numerous global analysts, 2023
emerged as an exceptional year for the resis-
tance movement. Operation al-Agsa Storm,
spearheaded by Hamas, and the subsequent
successful confrontation with Israeli forces
in the Gaza Strip, alongside pivotal operations
conducted by Yemen’s Ansarullah movement
in the Red Sea, unequivocally conveyed to the
world that, if anything, the assassination of
Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani has gal-
vanized resistance groups, fortifying their re-
solve and empowerment in combating the US.
and its allies.
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Gen. Soleimani shattered myth of
Israel’s invincibility: Hakam Amhaz

Hakam Amhaz says that
Soleimani’s role in the recent
Palestinian victories turned
the Israeli regime from a so-
called great power to a weak
force at war with the Axis of
Resistance.

The role of Martyr Solei-
mani is pivotal and highly
strategic in the Palestinian issue. In this regard, he promoted
the Palestinian Resistance from using light weapons to employ-
ing very important weapons such as ballistic missiles, advanced
drones, and important fighting technologies, he added.

We can also introduce and describe martyr General Soleimani as
the central authority in the operations of the Resistance in Pales-
tine because he was the initiator of tunneling in Gaza and transfer-
ring arms to Palestine in certain ways, the analyst added.

Soleimani changed the equations between the Islamic Resis-
tance of Palestine and the Zionist regime by arming the Pales-
tinians, to the point where wars were already taking place in the
Arab region, not inside the occupied territories of Palestine, Amhaz
further noted.

Today, we see the role of martyr Soleimani in the war inside
occupied Palestine, which means that the Palestinian Islamic Re-
sistance is targeting Tel Aviv and the areas of Zionist settlements,
and these wars are not taking place outside occupied Palestine, he
underscored.

Also, martyr Soleimani transferred to the Palestinian Islamic Re-
sistance a strategy of war so that he provided tactical and planned
engineering that was considered a threat in the fight against the
Zionist regime, he added.

Today it is the Islamic resistance of Palestine that imposes the
equations on the enemy in the battlefield, which was not the case
in the past, he pointed out.

In fact, we are analyzing an era before the Islamic Revolution in
[ran, Amhaz said.

What was the situation of Palestine and the Palestinian Resis-
tance before the Revolution? What was the status and condition of
the Arab and Islamic nations?

In the worst-case scenario, there was disappointment, frustra-
tion, and failure.

As aresult, there was no hope for the liberation of Palestine and
victory over the Israeli regime, but today there has been a great
change.

The disappointment has turned into hope, and this hope has
opened up the possibility of freedom and great victory.

There is evidence that Leb-
anon liberated itself from Is-
rael, and Gaza liberated itself
from the Israeli military, and
the Resistance changed Isra-
el’s equations, and the myth
of Israel. The Israeli military’s
domination has collapsed.

The wish and dream of Greater Israel from the Euphrates to the
Nile were destroyed, as well as the destruction of this false slogan;
Israelis behind walls in the West Bank, on the second border on the
Gaza border, so all these creations and initiatives put forward by
Martyr Soleimani.

One of the strategic changes in the battle with Israel was real-
ized through many achievements and long jihadist routes.

Therefore, we cannot limit the role of martyr Soleimani in certain
areas in defense of the Resistance.

For instance, when we talk about the arming of the Resistance
by Soleimani, not that he was directly behind this support, but that
he trained the Resistance and was the innovator of a strategic way
to fight the Zionist regime and teach how to apply missile bombing
strategy and strategic targeting.

Martyr Soleimani also brought about many changes and chang-
es. When we talk about changing the equations, or about the tun-
nel and many other issues, we see martyr Soleimani behind all of
these plans, and many political observers have repeatedly elabo-
rated on the issue.

For example, regarding the subject of the tunnels; Palestinian
leaders acknowledge that Soleimani and Emad Mughniyeh put
forward the idea. The novel initiative helped weaken the Zionist
regime so that this regime needs help against the Axis of Resis-
tance today and is on the verge of collapse. In return, Palestine’s
liberation has climbed up on the priority list while it was already
at the bottom.

Soleimani could be considered a thinker and international com-
batant. When we talk about Che Guevara’s role in Latin America, he
was just an international revolutionary against imperialism in the
US, the analyst stated.

But it can be said that the Commander had a more comprehen-
sive role because he resisted and fought against imperialism, the
Zionist regime, the terrorists, and the Takfiris of Daesh and had a
comprehensive resistance, Amhaz added.

“He played a pivotal role in changing the equations at region-
al and international levels, and we can even say that his role was
pivotal in changing strategic equations at the level of conflict and
bipolar arena between the United States, Russia, and China”
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How Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis grew

into a force of resistance

The former Iraqi diplomat, Abdul
Hassan Masood, spent a signifi-
cant part of his life with the deputy
commander of the Popular Mobi-
lization Forces, Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis.

Speaking to the Tehran Times,
he recounts how the late Iragi mil-
itary commander possessed qual-
ities of “assurance” and “comfort-
ing thoughts”

“These qualities influenced his
choice of the path of resistance
since he was young, qualifying him
to become a leader in the resis-
tance,” Abdul Hassan states.

He also discusses how al-Mu-
handis confronted the tyranny of
Saddam’s regime without fear and
how his numerous noble qualities
likened him to General Soleimani,
in addition to his special connec-
tion with the Iragi Popular Mobili-
zation Units.

Below is the full text of the in-
terview.

You spent a lot of time with
Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis. How
would you define his person-
ality?

In the name of God, the most
gracious, the most merciful.

In the realm of personal stud-
ies or understanding someone’s
biography, there are two types of
readings. One involves reviewing
a series of events that the person
experienced and recorded in their
name, depicting the dimensions of
their personality and life story. The
other is analytical, where we com-
prehend the person through their
actions and deeds. It elucidates
their qualities, outlines their char-
acter, and serves as a constant
measure throughout their life. For
instance, when we say Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) is courageous,
it doesn’'t merely limit his courage
to battlefields but extends to all
aspects of his life. In the market-
place, he is courageous; in admin-
istration, he is courageous; in his
speeches, he is courageous; and
even in the judiciary, he is coura-
geous. This becomes the central
theme to describe Imam Ali’s cour-

age, as affirmed by the Egyptian
writer Abbas Mahmoud Al-Aqgad
in his encyclopedia on the genius
of Imam Ali (peace be upon him).

This introduction is useful for
our discussion about the blessed
martyr Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
Hajj Jamal. To understand the cen-
tral aspects of martyr Jamal (Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis), we explore
his behavior, relationships, and
how he dealt with the tasks en-
trusted to him or those he handled,
driven by a sense of responsibility
towards them. If we were to ask,
what is the central trait of the per-
sonality that characterized martyr
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.

Certainly, | have investigat-

versity in Baghdad.

It's evident that tranquility was
a prominent characteristic in his
university studies, professional
endeavors, and within the ranks
of the Islamic Dawa Party, as well
as in all aspects of daily life. Assur-
ance was the central axis around
which the features of his person-
ality converged.

Certainly, this is reflected in
his biography and his handling
of responsibilities, resulting in
excellence marked by precision,
good performance, and the invo-
cation of intellect and wisdom.
All of these were nurtured in the
embrace of tranquility, a constant
presence with him.

One of the special characteristics
of al-Muhandis was his loyalty and
support for the Islamic Revolution

and his close relationship with Quds

Force commander martyr Qassem

Soleimani.

ed this matter in his personality
through my relationship with him
and all stages of his life, as well
as the collaborative work that
brought us together directly in the
seventies at the Technological Uni-

What stands out for you
about his role during the era of
the former Ba’athist regime in
Iraq under Saddam Hussein?

One of the memories | hold,
which had an impact on my life

and is related to tranquility,
is when our direct supervisor,
martyr Muthanna Mohammed
Abdul Rahman, asked me and
the martyr Jamal (Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis) for a sudden and
unusual favor. It was for our fu-
ture meetings to take place in
the small gardens opposite the
General Security Directorate in
Baghdad (the White Palace), to
avoid intense surveillance by se-
curity personnel and the height-
ened presence of the military at
that time.

So, the orders were received by
martyr Abu Mahdi, and he wel-
comed them with clear reassur-
ance and positive engagement. He
didn't inquire about why this par-
ticular location was chosen at this
stage. He indeed arrived on time in
front of the General Security Direc-
torate, bringing along some food,
and spoke about his work with ut-
most tranquility.

He boldly discussed the network
of preachers, their connections,
circles, evaluations, and many
names within his plans. What
caught my attention was his au-
dacity, as he would pull out from
his pocket the fabric of the preach-
er network and circles within the
university.

Our presence in front of the
General Security Directorate, chal-
lenging them in their own strong-
hold, contributed to the magnitude
of performance, determination,
and responsibility.

It was as if he was creating a di-
rect challenge for himself, assert-
ing that the battlefield extended
from his seat in front of the most
powerful security institution con-
trolling Irag and its people. This
institution knew only the rule of
execution, even in the simplest
matters.

This attitude fueled a sense of
reassurance within him. When he
completed his work at the univer-
sity and smoothly handed over his
duties, | personally received from
him all the documents, statistics,
lists, and the network of circle
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connections.

He was extremely cautious in
entrusting these, following the
principle that “actions are judged
by their conclusions”. With a high
level of reassurance, | can’t ex-
aggerate if | say that martyr Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis is inconceiv-
able without the element of reas-
surance.

Having lived between Kuwait
and Iran, he excelled in fulfilling his
religious duty and exuded tran-
quility.

What made him special
during the days of resistance
against the American occu-
pation, Daesh and his role
with the Popular Mobilization
Units?

Honestly, his loyalty and sup-
port for the Islamic Revolution
and his close relationship with the
commander of the Quds Force,
martyr Qassem Soleimani.

All of that defined the person-
al characteristics of martyr Abu
Mahdi. Abu Mahdi stood out with
qualities and behaviors during his
presence in Iraq that distinguished
him from everyone bearing re-
sponsibility over the last two de-
cades. If we delve into them, we
find the predominant trait was
tranquility. Let's take some exam-
ples from his daily life and how he
faced them with high reassurance.

He was keen to check on the
fighters, get to know aspects of
their lives, wipe their heads with
his affectionate hand, and individ-
ually embrace them. This wasn't
just a result of his humility and
contentment.

Consider how he sat with them,
exchanged conversations on the
simplest matters of life, then
shared his portion of food without
any pretense and without leaving
any impact but from a natural hu-
mane view.

He never made them feel that
their relationship was one where
he was in control of them but rath-
erarelationship of love and shared
responsibility with different roles.

Even to the point where all the
members of the Popular Mobili-
zation Units began to experience
his affection towards them. This
was expressed in our lives through
what circulated about him. In our
households, when a venerable
man or grandfather in the family

emanates emotions and tender-
ness, people refer to him as “elder”
acknowledging the warmth he
provides.

In all his encounters, he was
keen to instill positive and com-
forting thoughts, encouraging
them to bear life’s challenges with
kindness, reflection, and con-
sideration. He emphasized that
we shape our lives with our own
hands, facing them with benevo-
lence and contemplation.

Yet, the crucial aspect is to live
in a state of tranquility as long as
we are with God. He is our comfort
and companion on the journey, for
whoever is with God, God is with
them.

Thus, he nurtured them with
profound and noble meanings
and ideas. With these attractive
virtues, he captivated the hearts
of every member of the Popular
Mobilization Units and the gener-
al public, especially those who had
the privilege of meeting and living
with him.

He dealt with transparency, un-

Al-Muhandis
captivated
the hearts of
every member
of the Popular
Mobilization
Units and the
general public.

swayed by titles or names; his fo-
cus was on revealing the truth and
expressing his mission. Fearless
of anyone but Allah, his aim was
to acquaint people with the values
and principles for which he strug-
gled. His behavior consistently
aligned with his declarations, a re-
sult of the deep sense of tranquili-
ty that enveloped him.

Indeed, for most people, their
primary concern is the compen-
sation they receive for their work,
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even for the dedicated and diligent,
to meet their needs and livelihood.
However, the late martyr Abu
Mahdi was a special case.

One of his close associates, con-
cerned with collecting his monthly
entitlements, which amounted to
six months’ worth due to his ab-
sence from his direct duties in Iraq
on one of his missions. Despite
being informed of this, his calm re-
sponse was, “l don't deserve these
six months’ pay,” and he requested
the amount to be returned to the
state treasury.

Such instances, along with simi-
lar stories, encapsulate the mean-
ings and values embedded in the
behavior of the martyr, Hajj Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis.

In the tranquility that enveloped
him, the culmination of his life
was to draw near to God through
martyrdom, striving to uphold the
truth and support the cause of
God. It was indeed fitting for Allah
to receive him with the reception
of the reassured, as affirmed by
the Almighty in his holy book.
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Martyr Qassem Soleimani, a symbol of
struggle and resistance: analyst

‘General Soleimani’s strategic approach fostered a strong bond with the Arab masses’

General Soleimani assassination

Mohammed Hassan al-Bah-
rani, political commentator and
former manager of the offices of
Al Jazeera and Al Mayadeen TV
channels in Tehran, explains how
Iranian General Qassem Soleimani
possessed the qualities to con-
front the United States hegemony
and the Zionist entity in the region.

Al-Bahrani tells the Tehran
Times these qualities include “con-
fidence (that) stemmed from his
meticulous preparation for the
promised victory, with a key ele-
ment being the necessity of sin-
cere and sacrificial leadership.’

He also touches on how the
martyr Iranian general's legacy
“lies not only in military triumphs
but also in his strategic foresight
and commitment to fostering uni-
ty among Arab nations” as well the

martyr’s “meticulous preparation”

Below is the full text of the in-
terview.

What was the vision of the
martyr General Soleimani re-
garding the conditions for
achieving victory over the en-
emies, especially the Ameri-
can arrogance and the Zionist
entity?

Some of the most prominent
and powerful qualities of the
martyr General Qasem Soleima-
ni include his unwavering faith,
dedication, and confidence in the
divine victory of Allah for the front
of truth against falsehood.

His sincerity and trust emanat-
ed from his absolute belief that
Allah’s victory is inevitable for the
believers, as stated in the holy Qu-
ran: “If you support Allah, He will
support you and make your foot-
hold firm.”

The late martyr firmly believed
that achieving this victory required
thorough preparation and readi-
ness for the front of truth against
falsehood.

His life and journey reflect
his commitment to facing the
global powers of arrogance,
particularly the United States,
and their presence in Syria, Iraq,

Palestine, and Yemen.

Throughout his two-decade-
long leadership of the Quds Force,
he confronted discord, division,
and terrorism deployed by these
arrogant powers in the region.

Martyr Qasem Soleimani had
absolute confidence that Allah’s
victory for the resistance move-
ments in Iraq was inevitable.

This confidence stemmed from
his meticulous preparation for
the promised victory, with a key
element being the necessity of
sincere and sacrificial leadership.
His unwavering faith, dedication,
and preparedness embodied the
qualities essential for achieving
the promised victory.

What was the vision of the
martyr General Soleimani re-
garding the conditions for
achieving victory over enemies,
especially American imperialism
and the Zionist entity?

In our countries, whether in Iran
or Irag, with Iran leading, it is cru-
cial to have dedicated leadership
in nations supported by Iran, such
as Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine,
Yemen, and other places, including
Latin America.

These countries have been
arenas for confronting enemies,
including imperialist powers like
the United States and Western
nations, along with their followers
in the region, including various ter-
rorist groups.

Martyr ~ General  Soleimani
worked towards achieving several
goals, including raising awareness

among Islamic populations about
the justice of their cause and the
need to confront the forces of im-
perialism.

The divine victory he sought
required an understanding of the
nature of the confrontation, as
achieving triumph involves aware-
ness of the challenges posed by
global imperialist powers, led by
the United States.

General Soleimani's journey
highlighted his success in raising
continuous awareness in the re-
gion about the challenges posed
by imperialist forces and the ter-
rorism they fostered in Islamic
countries.

The resilient
spirit of
resistance
instilled
by General
Soleimani in our
region has borne
tangible fruit.

This was particularly evident
in Irag, Syria, and Lebanon. His
efforts aimed to inform people
about the nature of these chal-
lenges and the ambitions of im-
perialist powers, primarily the U.S.
administration and how it fostered
terrorism in Islamic nations.

How did the late martyr man-
age to achieve all those success-
es and victories in various fronts
against American imperialism
and the Zionist entity?

The late martyr Qassem Solei-
mani’s remarkable success in this
arena can be attributed to his
adept cultivation of trust with in-
fluential Arab elites. His strategic
approach fostered a strong bond
with the Arab masses, effectively
preparing them to confront com-
mon adversaries, including colo-
nial powers, imperial forces, and
terrorist factions.

Soleimani’s influence extended
across Syria, Irag, and Lebanon,
where he orchestrated notable
achievements. In the context of
Palestine, a region deeply aware
of the Zionist threat, Soleimani
played a pivotal role in reinforcing
the Palestinian cause.

His support, both in terms of
weaponry and financial resources,
significantly contributed to the re-
silience of the Palestinian peoplein
their struggle against Zionist ag-
gression and occupation.

The resilient spirit of resistance
instilled by the martyr General
Soleimani in our region has borne
tangible fruit. Clear victories began
to unfold in 2017 as he foresaw the
waning influence of terrorism in
Syria and Irag. By the close of 2017
and the onset of 2018, there was a
substantial reduction in terrorist
activities in both countries.

It is noteworthy that these
achievements occurred despite
strenuous efforts by the US. ad-
ministration to sow discord and
instability in Syria and Iraq.

The martyr Soleimani’s legacy
lies not only in military triumphs
but also in his strategic foresight
and commitment to fostering uni-
ty among Arab nations. The impact
of his efforts reverberates through
the region, leaving a lasting im-
print on the geopolitical landscape.

Soleimani
initiated
Resistance line
from Sana’ato
Palestine

Qassem Salman al-Aboudi, an Iragi expert,
says that the success of Operation Al-Agsa
Storm launched by the Gaza-based Hamas re-
sistance movement against Israel on October 7
was achieved thanks to the initiatives of Martyr
Soleimani.

Political and regional observers are well
aware of the important role of the Palestinian
cause in the thinking of Martyr Soleimani, the
Iragi expert said.

Soleimani made many efforts to pass down
the Palestinian intifada from stone-throwing
to rockets and military techniques, al-Aboudi
added.

Soleimani initiated Resistance line from Sa-
na‘a to Palestine

The Qassam Brigades, the military wing of
the Hamas movement, are now leveraging
Soleimani’s combat strategy, he underlined.

The strategy of the Axis of Islamic Resistance
revolves around backing the oppressed in vari-
ous Islamic nations, notably the Axis of Pales-
tinian Resistance against the Zionist occupa-
tion, he further noted.

Soleimani had a distinctive and notable pres-
ence at a critical juncture and location that
shaped the conflict lines with the Zionist regime.
This is why the notorious Donald Trump ordered
his assassination at the Baghdad airport. He
was often referred to as the invisible man and
the shadow man, al-Aboudi underscored.

He went on to say that Soleimani aimed to
bolster the Axis of Resistance from Sana’a to
southern Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Palestine.

Soleimani initiated Resistance line from Sa-
na'a to Palestine

Today, the Al-Agsa Storm Operation, this
historical victory created by the Al-Qassam, hu-
miliated the Zionists, and they owe this to the
Martyr Soleimani, the analyst pointed out.

He transferred missile technology to occu-
pied Palestine and Palestinian fighters as the
biggest challenge to the arrogance of the West

in the entire Middle East and West Asia region
and equipped the Palestinians in this field,
hence today we are witnessing the successes
of the Palestinian Islamic Resistance Front in
the Al-Agsa Operation, he added.

Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani, the
commander of the IRGC’s Quds Force, and Majid
Al-Mohandis were assassinated and martyred
on Friday moming, January 3rd, 2020.

Regarding his status, The Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
has said that “Martyr Soleimani brought new
life to the Resistance Front. His material, spir-
itual, and moral support protected, fortified,
and revived this eternal, growing phenomenon
of Resistance against the Zionist regime, the
influence of the US, and other Arrogant states.”

Soleimani, by leading Iran’s efforts and help-
ing countries in the region to a great extent,
helped to eradicate ISIS in Irag and Syria and
prevented the spread of US-backed terrorism.

Tohid Mahmoudpour
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By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Iran remains stead-
fastly committed to bringing to
justice those responsible for the
assassination of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, says the
head of the Constitutional Coun-
cil's Research Institute.

Abbasali Kadkhodaei, a law ex-
pert who has also been appointed
as the chief of the special com-
mittee for legal and international
follow-up on the assassination of
General Soleimani, says the assas-
sins of the legendary anti-terror
commander “will face justice in a
fair and impartial court”

In an interview with the Tehran
Times, Kadkhodaei says General
Soleimani was a “selfless soldier”
who dedicated his life to protect-
ing the lives of Iranian civilians and
the people of the world in general
from the savagery of the terrorist
groups, particularly Daesh (ISIS/
ISIL).

As a hero whose legacy will nev-
er be forgotten, the commander
“rescued countless innocent lives,
including women and children,
from the clutches of death, captiv-
ity,and enslavement” by the Daesh
terrorist group, Kadkhodaei notes.

The general faced immense
challenges but he ultimately suc-
ceeded in defeating Daesh and
other dangerous terrorist groups
in the region.

Following is the full text of the
interview:

What steps have been taken to
bring the perpetrators of General
Soleimani’s assassination to jus-
tice?

The name and the memory of
this high-ranking martyr will al-
ways remain eternal in the hearts
of the people of Iran and all the
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Justice will prevail for

martyr Soleimani: official

free people of the world at nation-
aland international levels.

The special committee for le-
gal and international follow-up of
the assassination of Hajj Qassem
Soleimani has been diligently pur-
suing legal action both domes-
tically and internationally. In the
domestic realm, the judicial branch
has issued an indictment for the
defendants, and the trial proceed-
ings are expected to commence
shortly after the completion of
preliminary formalities.

On the international stage, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
been actively engaged in the case
for months, preparing Iran’s law-
suit against the United States
government at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) under the
provisions of the 1973 Convention
on Internationally Protected Per-
sons. Once Iran files its petition,
the ICJ will officially begin the pro-
ceedings.

What international mecha-
nisms can be used to bring those
responsible for the assassination
to book?

One of the key internation-
al obligations the United States
government has undertaken by
ratifying the 1973 Convention is to
safeguard internationally protect-
ed persons from harm. However,
the US. government blatantly vi-
olated this commitment when it
assassinated General Soleimani, a
high-ranking Iranian official under
international protection.

The 1973 Convention also man-
dates that member states either
prosecute or extradite individuals
accused of assassinating interna-
tionally protected persons. Arti-
cles 6 and 7 of the convention spe-
cifically require governments to
surrender suspects to the country

where the accused is performing
their duties, and if not, to initiate
legal proceedings.

Despite these clear obligations,
the United States has failed to
honor its commitments. The 1973
Convention, with its emphasis on
articles 7 and 8, serves as the cor-
nerstone for the extradition and
prosecution of those involved in
General Soleimani’s assassination.
However, the USS. government has
blatantly disregarded these obli-
gations, demonstrating a pattern
of broken promises.

“The
perpetrators
of this heinous
crime (the
General
Soleimani
assassination)
will face justice
in a fair and
impartial
court. There is
no escape for
them.”

While the international system’s
mechanisms provide limited tools
for seeking justice in such instanc-
es, the special committee tasked
to pursue the General Soleimani
case has thoroughly reviewed all
available international arrange-
ments. We are committed to tak-
ing appropriate action that up-

holds the dignity of the martyrs
and the Iranian people.

How would the establishment
of an international court be-
tween Iran and Iraq facilitate the
prosecution of the perpetrators
of General Soleimani’s assassi-
nation?

First and foremost, it is the re-
sponsibility of governments to
bring to justice individuals ac-
cused of violating international
criminal law. Domestic courts in
the country where the crime oc-
curred or the victim's country of
origin generally preside over such
cases. These courts are considered
the most appropriate ways for
investigation and accountability,
adhering to the principle of sup-
plemental jurisdiction.

The proposed establishment of
ajoint international court between
Iran and Iraq stems from the po-
tential to maximize international
involvement in the prosecution of
General Soleimani’s assassinators
and bolster the legal capacity of
the respective nations to address
this crime.

A significant impact of the In-
ternational Court of Iran and Iraq
would be the implementation of
fair trials for those responsible for
the assassination, utilizing inter-
national elements to the fullest
extent.

However, it is crucial to ac-
knowledge that the establish-
ment of this court hinges upon
the political will of the parties
involved. By incorporating effec-
tive international elements and
interventions, the relevant court,
acting on behalf of the interna-
tional community’s interests, can
safeguard the rights of Iran and
Irag and ensure that the crime
does not go unpunished.
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How do you assess the Iraqi
government’s cooperation with
Iran in pursuing the case of Gen-
eral Soleimani’s assassination?

The Iragi government, the coun-
try where the crime occurred, has
been relatively cooperative with
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
pursuit of justice for Martyr Solei-
mani. Currently, a criminal case has
been filed against Donald Trump
under the charge of terrorist act in
the Iraqi judicial system, once the
case concludes, a red notice will be
issued to him by the international
police.

Furthermore, four joint judicial
investigation committees have
been convened between Iran and
Iraq, facilitating the exchange of
crucial documents and judicial
correspondence. These meetings
will undoubtedly aid in advancing
the case at both domestic and in-
ternational levels.

The US. has a reputation for
acting with impunity and dis-
regarding international norms.
In light of this fact, what do you
expect to be the outcome of legal
action against the U.S. for the as-
sassination?

The US!s disregard for intema-
tional law is indeed evident in the
case of General Soleimani’s assassi-
nation, which is ongoing in the inter-
national arena. The US'’s blatant vi-
olation of international conventions
and customary laws is undeniable.
Despite Iran's repeated requests
through diplomatic channels and in
accordance with the 1973 Conven-
tion, the US. has failed to respond
or acknowledge its responsibility for
this heinous act.

Iran has pursued a multifacet-
ed legal and political strategy in
its international efforts to bring
those responsible for General
Soleimani’s assassination to jus-
tice. However, the US. has consis-
tently evaded its obligations and
demonstrated a blatant disregard
for international norms.

Our only hope now lies in the
International Court of Justice (ICJ),
which can hold the US. account-
able for its unilateral actions and
bring the truth to light.

Despite the US!s attempts to
distort the narrative and block
justice, there are credible inter-
national documents that support
Iran’s position. The 2020 report
of the UN Special Rapporteur on
the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental
freedoms while countering ter-
rorism, presented at the 44th ses-
sion of the Human Rights Council,
explicitly states that the assassi-
nation of General Soleimani was a
“first-of-its-kind” attack against
a high-ranking official of a foreign
government in the territory of an-
other country, and it constituted
an “unjustifiable crime” by the US.
without any legal grounds.

The endorsement of this re-
port by the Human Rights Council
lends it significant credibility, and
serves as a testament to the US's
wrongful act and its international
responsibility. Iran has every right
to bring its case to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly to expose the US's
crimes and seek justice for General
Soleimani.

What international hurdles have
hindered the pursuit of justice?

“General
Soleimani
tirelessly
safeguarded the
well-being of
humanity.”

In the international arena, the
lack of a government’s consent
often impedes legal proceedings
against individuals involved in
such crimes. This limitation un-
derscores the underdeveloped
structure of the international
community and its shortcomings
in upholding justice.

Furthermore, the US!s sub-
stantial influence on international
bodies and its propensity to exert
pressure and intimidation have
presented obstacles in address-
ing this case through established
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international bodies. However, the
unwavering determination of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to over-
come the US's influence and pur-
sue justice has enabled the coun-
try to overcome many of these
inhibiting factors and advance the
case to its current stage.

Despite these obstacles, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has utilized
its limited tools to their fullest ex-
tent, demonstrating a steadfast
commitment to bringing those re-
sponsible for General Soleimani’s
assassination to justice.

How much are you confident
that the assassin of General
Soleimani and his associate will
face justice?

Without a doubt, the unjust kill-
ing of Martyr Soleimani and his
companions will not be in vain. It
will serve as a catalyst for a posi-
tive change in the world. The per-
petrators of this heinous crime will
face justice in a fair and impartial
court. There is no escape for them.

It is important to remember that
the efforts being made to achieve
justice for Martyr Soleimani are
like a drop of water in a vast ocean
compared to the sacrifices made
by this selfless soldier. He dedicat-
ed his life and family to protecting

his country’s children and the se-
curity of people worldwide.

Throughout his illustrious career,
spanning over four decades, Martyr
Soleimani unwaveringly supported
the defenseless people of the re-
gion, regardless of their faith or be-
liefs. He tirelessly safeguarded the
well-being of humanity.

In hisrelentless struggle against
injustice, this high-ranking martyr
rescued countless innocent lives,
including women and children,
from the clutches of death, cap-
tivity, and enslavement. He faced
immense challenges and resisted,
ultimately defeating Daesh and
other dangerous terrorist groups
from the world.

The United States’ brutal act of
assassinating Soleimani will for-
ever be etched in the minds of the
Iranian people, those in the region,
and all freedom-loving individuals
around the globe. His legacy will
never be forgotten.

The task of bringing those re-
sponsible for this terrorist crime
to justice is a solemn duty we carry
out with unwavering commitment.
We will not rest until justice is
served and the righteousness of
this noble martyr is resoundingly
affirmed throughout the world.
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Al-aqsa Storm
originates from
Hajj Qassem’s

The entire Axis of Resistance may have
played a role in planning, training, and such
issues, but the decision to require and when
to do this operation was entirely up to the
Palestinian Resistance.

Al-Agsa Storm is one of Hajj Qassem’s
grand strategies of conceding the decision
and independence of the Resistance’s cores,
whose result has shown itself in the intel-
lectual maturity and decision-making of the
Resistance in Gaza.

The role of Hajj Qassem in Palestine and
the development of Palestinian Resistance
movements is clear in the manner that Ismail
Haniyeh, representing the people of Pales-
tine, attended Soleimani’s funeral and ad-
dressed him as the martyr of Quds.

“The American’s plan was to make the issue
of Palestine be forgotten and to keep the Pal-
estinians weak so that they would not dare to
speak of fighting. This man empowered the
Palestinians,” Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said.

“He did something to help a small region
like the Gaza Strip to stand up to the Zionist
regime despite all their pretensions. They
(the people of Gaza) brought such adversity

mature strategy

upon them (the Zionists) that they asked for
a ceasefire after just 48 hours! This was done
by Hajj Qassem Soleimani.’

But did only military assistance and train-
ing and the delivery of various weapons over
the decades turn martyr Soleimani into a
martyr of Quds? The answer is no.

General Soleimani enjoyed the military ge-
nius of a strategic and military attitude. His
mastery of military issues and the acquisition
of this precise and sensitive knowledge and
expertise in a practical but not merely theo-
retical way was the result of his actual pres-
ence on the battlefield and his continuous
presence.

General Soleimani had tried at least three
major battlefields namely the holy defense
field, the battlefield against armed mis-
creants, and finally the battlefield in the
cross-border and regional arena in Iraq and
Syria.

But his most important characteristic was
not his military ability, but his precise strate-
gy in the way of confrontation and expansion
of the Axis of Resistance.

One of the strategic thoughts of General
Soleimani that shaped the intellectual sys-
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tem and personality of this great martyr was
the macro strategic outlook in the Islamic
world and the Axis of Resistance.

This is what we see today in the wide
range of movements, tribes, attitudes, and
thoughts among the movements and military
groups of the Axis of Resistance. A thought
that was tied to a proper understanding of
the Palestinian position and the unifying is-
sue of al-Agsa Mosque.

Some individuals look at the relations be-
tween Iran and the Resistance movements
in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Palestine
as if they were the proxies of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in decision-making, execution,
strategy, and evolution.

But when we look at the actions of Gener-
al Soleimani over the past four decades, it is
obvious that he has given independence to
these movements with a careful and accu-
rate belief.

Al-Agsa Storm is the current maturity of
the Resistance Axis in design, decision, un-
derstanding, and operational strategy. The
operation was carried out correctly and tact-
fully by the Palestinian decision.

The entire Axis of Resistance may have
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played a role in planning, training, and such
issues, but the decision to require and when
to do this operation was entirely up to the
Palestinian Resistance.

Al-Agsa Storm is one of Hajj Qassem'’s
grand strategies of conceding the decision
and independence of the Resistance’s cores,
whose result has shown itself in the intel-
lectual maturity and decision-making of the
Resistance in Gaza.

There have always been and will always be
disagreements or even analytical gaps be-
tween the Resistance Movements on various
regional issues, but General Soleimani man-
aged these relations with an exemplary and
intelligent policy.

The General has pursued and managed
Tehran's relations with other movements
while managing alignment, meeting needs,
and designing progress, but in the puzzle of
the same context and regional and national
interests of actors. For example, you can pay
for the emergence and emergence of the
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).

The type of operation, structure, and man-
agement of the PMF is quite different from
that of the Ansarullah in Yemen, the Resis-

tance groups in Syria, and even the Shiite
model of Hezbollah in Lebanon. The PMF is
fully formed and established in accordance
with the interests of Iraq, its special author-
ity, and the culture of the people and ethnic
considerations of Iraq.

Another feature of General Soleimani’s
macro and strategic vision is the belief in the
people’s place in Resistance and changing
equations in every part of the region.

This can be seen in Soleimani's remarks:
“Ninety-nine percent of the population of Pal-
estine is Sunni. What do we want from Pales-
tine today? Are we looking for the benefits of
Shia? No, if someone in Palestine is seeking the
interests of Shia people, we will not cooperate
with them. | don't work with him.’

The Leader believes that for each group at
the regional level in the Resistance Front, a
special role should be assigned in such a way
that Resistance must not be limited only to
Palestine, but Resistance must be spread at
the regional level, so that the task of any-
one facing the Israelis becomes clear, Khaled
al-Qaddoumi, the Hamas representative in
Tehran pointed out.

Martyr Hajj Qassem Soleimani, as Seyyed
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Hassan Nasrallah put it, was not an individ-
ual, but a school. A school sincerity. To under-
stand this school and continue on that path,
it must be understood accurately, thoroughly,
and comprehensively.

Ayatollah Khamenei highlighted the signif-
icance of Hajj Qassem’s School on the Friday
prayer on January 17, 2020: “Whenever puri-
ty exists, Allah the Exalted blesses it and He
blesses His pure servants. Then our affairs
become blessed, they grow and everyone will
benefit from them. The results will prevail
among the people. This originates from puri-
ty. The results of purity are the people’s love
and loyalty, their tears and sighs, their pres-
ence and the revival of revolutionary spirit
among the people.”

“However, if we wish to put these events in
history, to value and appreciate them, and if
we would like to see how precious they are,
this happens only when we refuse to look at
Hajj Qassem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi - our
dear martyrs — merely as two individuals, but
rather we should look at them as a school
of thought. We should view our dear Shahid
Sardar as a school of thought, as a guideline,
and as an instructive lesson. Only then will
the significance of the issue become clear”
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How two unique martyrs headed to the history books

General Soleimani and al-Muhandis were the epitome of humanity, compassion, and leadership

When marking the fourth an-
niversary of the assassination of
Iranian Lieutenant-General Qa-
ssem Soleimani, commander of
Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps’ Quds Force, and Abu Meh-
di al-Muhandis, the deputy com-
mander of the Iragi Popular Mo-
bilization Units (PMU), it is not
sufficient to just concentrate on

Essentially, these two an-
ti-terror icons embedded them-
selves with the PMU.

Unlike other military com-
manders who sit back in the
barracks and give orders from
a place of safety, these two
legendary commanders led the
forces against Daesh and over-
saw the operations from the line

strikes on January 3, 2020, upon
the order of Donald Trump, who
was occupying the White House
at the time.

Donald Trump openly declared
he had ordered the drone strikes
in the vicinity of Baghdad Inter-
national Airport. He gave expla-
nations as to why he had ordered
the strikes, which were all lies.

handis. -

By the will of the Iragi re-
sistance, the Americans were
kicked out of the country and
their dark occupation came to an
end in 2011.

However, based on the admis-
sions of Trump and his secre-
tary of state and spy chief Mike
Pompeo, as well as high-ranking

The list of

thzmariyrﬁ. Cr of fire. One only has to look at how  American military commanders, American
ssentially, one must Tocus The social media footage and  the US. has dealt with Iraq over  the US. created Daesh, which : : g
and differentiate between the  photos that went viral showthey —the past two decades. experts say was the pretext the crimes Imn |TaCI IS
martyrs and the assassins. were eating simple food, sit- Putting aside its ongoing ille-  Pentagon used to reoccupy Iraq. en d le SS

To be more precise, who and
what the martyrs represented
while taking into consideration
who and what the assassins
represented.

On one hand, martyr Qassem
Soleimani characterized every-
thing the Islamic Republic of Iran
stands for.

For instance, when the Daesh
terrorist group took over one-
third of Iragi territory and in
Irag’s most difficult hour in the
summer of 2014, it was General
Soleimani who was the first to
arrive on the battlefield.

Representing Iran, he trav-
eled to Irag with other Quds
Force military advisors to help
the newly formed PMU, the only
force that could counter the
threat of the Daesh terrorism.

The terrorist group was
slaughtering civilians, treating
women as slaves, destroying
holy Muslim and Christian sites,
and other vicious acts based on
its stated mission to take control
of the entire country and expand
its terrorist acts to the region
and the world. However, their
barbaric acts were put to a halt
by the two martyrs.

Alongside Abu Mehdi al-Mu-
handis, General  Soleimani
trained the PMU members,
raised their morale and fight-
ing spirit, and joined them at
times of pain when many were
martyred and also at times of
celebration after the success
of military operations. They to-
gether also faced hunger, thirst,
and other problems on the bat-
tlefield.

ting under the heat of summer
or cold of winter, and sleeping
or resting in the deserts where
they planned military operations
under fire. They were the epit-
ome of humanity, compassion,
and leadership.

gal occupation and violating its
land and airspace, the US. has
left a dark stain on Iragi society.

The United States’ invasion of
Iraq in 2003 is replete with many
crimes and scandals. The US.
itself has admitted that during

The names of General Soleimani
and al-Muhandis will go down
in the history books as the
commanders who defeated
Daesh in three years while U.S.
commanders were saying it would
take 10 years to finish the job.

This is what General Soleima-
ni stood for in representing the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and this
is what Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis
stood for in representing the
PMU under the fatwa (decree)
of Grand Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
al-Sistani in Najaf.

Their faith also played a major
role in their humanitarian char-
acters.

Whenever Abu Mehdi al-Mu-
handis led a battle in largely
Sunni-populated areas of Iraq,
he first held a meeting on the
floor with Sunni tribal sheikhs
to reassure them that the PMU
poses no threat to their people.

This is what drove so many

Sunni Muslims to enlist with the
PMU.

However, these two icons
were assassinated in drone

its occupation of the country,
it committed numerous crimes
against Iraqi civilians.

The US. military destroyed
the country’s vital infrastruc-
ture and other services, impris-
oned hundreds of thousands,
and conducted barbaric forms of
torture against Iragis, both men
and women.

The scandalous treatment of
American troops against Iraqi
prisoners at Abu Ghraib, the
gang rape of a 14-year-old Iragi
girl along with the murder of
her family by drunken soldiers
in Mahmudiyah will stay in the
memory of the world. The list of
American crimes in Iraq is end-
less.

This is the same United States

before it assassinated General
Soleimani and Abu Mehdi al-Mu-

With the creation of Daesh,
Washington put Irag under an
existential threat.

Daesh did not operate as an
army, so US. airstrikes to al-
legedly fight them only reduced
Iraqi cities to rubble. It also al-
lowed Daesh to flourish with
more Takfiri extremists joining
the group. The US. is responsi-
ble for all the crimes that Daesh
committed in Iraq.

The only way this terrorist
group could have been defeated
was deploying foot soldiers on
the ground to engage in street
battles. This is what the US.
knowingly refrained from doing
So.

And this is what martyrs Qa-
ssem Soleimani and Abu Mehdi
al-Muhandis achieved them-
selves.

Their names will go down in
the history books as the com-
manders who defeated Daesh in
three years while U.S. command-
ers were saying it would take ten
years to finish the job.

They will also go down in his-
tory for their unique military
wisdom, humanity, compassion,
and valor. They courageously en-
tered the heart of the battlefield
and shed tears when the PMU
members were killed by Daesh.

Iraq is now a much safer coun-
try today thanks to the courage
that these two iconic martyrs
displayed by putting their own
lives on the line on multiple oc-
casions in many battles against
Daesh, for the sake of Iraqi civil-
ians.

The US. and its military will
be remembered for the exact
opposite: Cruelty and cowardice
in assassinating the anti-terror
icons and censoring the world
from telling the truth in the af-
termath of the assassinations.

Can any fair-minded Iraqi in-
dividual trust the U.S. which de-
layed the shipment of weapons
to Iraq that the government had
already paid for them to pre-
vent the advance of this horribly
bloodthirsty group as a friend,
and instead portray Iran, which
its legendary general rushed to
the help of Iragis on the first day
of Daesh’s territorial gains and
provided weapons and logisti-
cal support to the country, as an
enemy?

Can anyone in Irag conclude
that it is the U.S. which is an ally
or Iran!?

In the worst-case scenar-
io, every now and then, you
hear some voices in Irag whose
pockets are filled with dollars
from the American embassy in
Baghdad saying the US. is our
friend, despite all the crimes it
had committed in Iraq (in par-
ticular, its torture of the jailed
Iragi women), and Iran is just a
neighbor.

This is where corruption
comes into play. And not just
financial corruption but corrup-
tion of the mind, awareness, and
consciousness. An open blind-
ness to history and individuals
who have been brainwashed by
the US. embassy in Baghdad.
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General Soleimani
thwarted U.S. and Israeli

AR

The Iranian Lieutenant-General Qassem Soleimani
thwarted many plots by the United States to desta-
bilize West Asia.

All these American plots were intended to guaran-
tee the stability of Washington’s regional proxy, the
Israeli regime, to carry out their joint sinister plans of
dividing West Asia and turning one neighbor against
another.

At one stage, the principle of divide and conquer

plots in the region

was working at its best. The Israeli regime did most
of the project to divide, and the United States con-
ducted most of the project to conquer.

This was especially true since the September 11 at-
tacks and America’s so-called “war on terror” in the
immediate aftermath. This so-called “war on terror”
saw the highest level of terrorism against civilians
that the West Asia region had ever witnessed in mod-
ern history.

The iconic commander’s

missions ranged from

dismantling terrorist groups such as Daesh,
which wreaked havoc in the region, to putting the
occupation regime of Israel in great trouble and
nullifying Washington’s sinister plots.

It also saw the highest level of division among
neighbors in the region.

As the commander of the Quds Force of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Quds Force, Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani played a crucial role
in strengthening the Palestinian resistance in the
besieged Gaza Strip against one of these two sin-
ister players, namely the Israeli regime.

As a military advisor, he guided the Palestin-
ian resistance to build a network of underground
tunnels and helped its missile program to flour-
ish.

Over time, the resistance against Tel Aviv grew
in strength, which slowly drained the Israe-
li regime’s energy. It was forced to focus on the
threat it now faces from the Gaza Strip to the ex-
tent that it has been besieging the coastal strip
since 2006, in a bid to prevent arms from reach-
ing the enclave.

But as we saw in Yemen, you can blockade a
country or a territory, but what you cannot do is
prevent a group from building on its capabilities
with the help and advice of General Soleimani.

Contrary to remarks by Western leaders and
media outlets and the regime itself, Hamas did
invest in hospitals and expanded them.

But the tunnel network and missile program
were an integral part of defending the Gaza Strip
from Israeli wars and bombardments in the first
place and then undermining the regime’s plots to
turn countries against each other.

General Soleimani was the brain behind such
missions.

Today, the Israeli regime’s ground forces are
trapped in a messy quagmire in Gaza where Tel
Aviv has no clue how to withdraw without de-
claring victory. And if it doesn't declare victory,
its prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his
ministers will end up in prison.

On the other hand, the world is seeing how the
plots of the US and the Israeli regime have failed
again thanks to martyr General Soleimani’s ef-
forts in West Asia.

The iconic commander’s missions ranged from
dismantling terrorist groups such as Daesh,
which wreaked havoc in the region, to putting the
occupation regime of Israel in great trouble and

nullifying Washington’s sinister plots.

Amid such missions, relations between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia have seen a detente after seven years
of severed diplomatic ties. This has effectively
helped end the war in Yemen, which saw Tehran
and Riyadh backing opposing sides.

Syria was also brought back to the Arab fold in
2023. It attended its first Arab League summit in
Saudi Arabia after a 12-year suspension.

Arab states have accepted that the govern-
ment of Bashar al-Assad has survived in Syria,
and many held bilateral discussions in Damascus
to restore diplomatic ties.

This is another achievement of General Solei-
mani, who helped the Syrian government defeat
a variety of terrorist groups.

Also, the U.S. withdrew from Iraq in 2011 after
committing many crimes against Iraqi civilians,
thanks in part to the efforts of General Soleimani.

The US. has withdrawn from Afghanistan as
well after a disastrous and deadly occupation
that lasted for two decades. The withdrawal was
about as disastrous as the occupation itself.

The Palestinian resistance has also changed
the equation against the Israeli regime. Leba-
non’s Hezbollah inflicted a heavy loss on the Is-
raeli regime in the summer of 2006 after Tel Aviv
waged war on Lebanon, a victory that has been
largely attributed to General Soleimani.

Whereverthere is a defeat for the United States
and its proxy regime in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, and wherever reports emerge of
a restoration of ties in the region, the image of
General Soleimani stands in the background.

For two decades, the late General thwarted
America’s sinister plots to the extent that Wash-
ington turned its attention away from the region
and focused on Russia and China to let its mili-
tary-industrial complex reap huge benefits.

This has allowed the neighbors in the region to
breathe again, reevaluate their diplomatic posi-
tions, and foresee that the only option for a pros-
perous future is one of a united front without the
interference of Washington and Tel Aviv.
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Legacy of Gen. Soleii

ani ongoing:

TEHRAN - Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani
is widely regarded as a key figure in the establish-
ment and fortification of resistance movements
throughout West Asia. Following his untimely pass-
ing, Ismail Haniyeh, the Chairman of the Hamas
Political Bureau, lauded Soleimani as “the martyr
of Quds,” honoring his significant role in bolster-
ing resistance forces in Palestinian territories. To
gain a deeper understanding of this pivotal role, we
engaged in discussions with the representative of
Islamic Jihad, Nasser Abu Sharif.

What was Major General Soleimani’s position
regarding the Palestinian resistance in Gaza and
the rest of the Palestinian territories?

The Palestinian cause, characterized as just,
humanitarian, and ethical, holds a pivotal position
within the Islamic world’s concerns. It encompass-

Islamic Jihad repre:

o

Sentative
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o

es not only political dimensions but also resonates
as a symbol of resistance against injustice. The is-
sues of the holy al-Agsa Mosque and (occupied) al-
Quds (Jerusalem) are central, representing Islamic
sanctities that evoke a deep sense of responsibility
among Islamic nations.

For the Islamic Republic, the defense of the op-
pressed in occupied Palestine is more than a polit-
ical stance; it's a moral imperative ingrained in the
ethos of the Islamic Revolution. The prolonged suf-
fering endured for over 107 years under the yoke of
Western influence and the Zionist entity amplifies
the significance of this cause.

The Islamic Republic sees itself as a bastion
against the encroachment of the Western project
and its Zionist offshoot.

The dichotomy between the Islam-
ic nation’s aspirations and the West-
ern-Zionist alliance positions the Pal-
estinian cause are at the forefront of
this struggle.

Imam Khomeini and the leaders of the
Islamic Revolution vehemently opposed
the plots of the Zionist entity, recogniz-
ing it as not just a regional threat but a
global challenge to Islamic values.

Within this context, the Palestinian
resistance becomes a symbol of resil-
ience and an embodiment of the broad-
er struggle against hegemonic forces.
The leaders of the Islamic Republic,
inspired by the teachings of Imam Kho-
meini, have consistently upheld and
championed the cause of the oppressed
in Palestine.

The influence of the late General Qa-
sem Soleimani, who led the Quds Force,
cannot be overstated. His strategic
awareness and unwavering commit-
ment played a pivotal role in coordi-
nating and strengthening the various
fronts of resistance against the Zionist
entity.

Post-2005, with Hamas gaining con-
trol of Gaza, the dynamics of the Pales-
tinian resistance underwent a transfor-
mative phase.

Iran’s support for the Palestinian
cause extends beyond rhetoric. It in-
volves tangible assistance, including ex-
pertise, training, and material support.
This support has been instrumental in
the development and empowerment of
the Palestinian resistance, particularly
evident in Gaza.

The success of the Palestinian resis-
tance, achieved through self-reliance
and continuous improvement, reflects
not only a regional victory but also a
testament to the resilience of a people
determined to reclaim their rights. The
late martyr Qasem Soleimani’s role in
fostering unity among various resistance
movements and aligning them towards
the common goal of serving the Islamic
project and cultural renaissance is note-
worthy.

In conclusion, the Palestinian cause
transcends geopolitical boundaries; it
is a moral imperative, an ideological
struggle, and a symbol of resistance
that resonates not only within the Is-
lamic world but across the globe. The
Islamic Republic’s unwavering support
underscores the interconnectedness of

the struggle for justice and the broader
principles championed by the Islamic
Revolution.

What was Major General Soleimani’s
role in unifying the resistance forces?

Since the emergence of what is com-
monly known as the Arab Spring or Is-
lamic Awakening, and preceding that,
the occupation of Iraq, various resis-
tance movements have surfaced in the
region. These movements sought to
resist both American occupation and
internal projects aiming to control the
situation in the Middle East. The Iraqi
resistance took shape, and following
the Israeli occupation of Lebanon in
1982, Hezbollah emerged with signifi-
cant sponsorship and assistance from
the Islamic Republic. Over the years, it
evolved substantially, successfully driv-
ing the Zionist entity out of Lebanon
in 2000. Subsequently, it withstood a
major conflict in 2006, countering the
global Zionist onslaught.

Lebanon’s Hezbollah serves as a tes-
tament to the effectiveness of strategic
support from the Islamic Republic, both
ideologically and materially. In Yemen,
post-revolution and amid the Saudi
onslaught, Ansarallah developed capa-
bilities, gaining control over a substan-
tial part of Yemen. This trend was also
observed in Syria, following Western
interventions. The attempt to destabi-
lize Syria for the benefit of the Zionist
project led to the emergence of resis-
tance parties and movements within
the country.

In the stages of their emergence, these
movements faced challenges, both in
terms of conceptualizing their objectives
and adapting to the evolving landscape.
Hajj Qasem Soleimani played a crucial role
in their intellectual and political develop-
ment, fostering unity around a shared
project: countering the Western agenda.
He emphasized that the primary enemy of
the Islamic nation is the Western project,
viewing everything in the region as mere
instruments for the Western agenda.

Under Hajj Qasem’s guidance, co-
ordination between these resistance
groups strengthened. They collective-
ly recognized that the Zionist entity
served as an advanced outpost for the
Western project in the region. Conse-
quently, efforts were directed towards
a unified stance against this common
adversary. The coordination between
various factions improved significantly,
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fostering a shared vision that transcends
borders and sects.

Hajj Qasem’s efforts laid the ground-
work for a cohesive and powerful alli-
ance, bringing together Palestinian, Leb-
anese, Iraqi, Syrian, and Yemeni factions.

His esteemed reputation garnered
immense respect and affection across
all resistance factions. This unity was
forged on the principles of Islam and a
collective commitment to the Palestinian
cause. Thanks to the blessings of Allah,
this unity has reached unprecedent-
ed levels, evident in the recent al-Agsa
storm operation, where these factions
stand in solidarity with one another.

Now, with the support of Allah and the
continuous efforts of the Quds Force and
its leaders, such as Hajj Qasem Soleimani
and subsequently Hajj Isma’il Qaani, the
unity among these resistance factions
has reached remarkable heights. Yemen
supports Palestine, Lebanon supports
Palestine, Irag supports Palestine, this
indeed is a testament to the divine bless-
ings and the efforts of those who have
dedicated themselves to the cause.

As a Palestinian person, how do you
see the legacy of the martyr Soleimani?

We are a significant resistance move-
ment in a crucial position. We are situat-
ed in the flank of this Zionist entity, which
is a project of arrogance and corruption
on Earth, and a project of corruption in
our Islamic lands. We play a major role,
supported by the Islamic Revolution, the
Islamic Republic, and the Quds Force.
We receive special attention because we
are at the forefront of the project con-
fronting the West, the main enemy of
the Islamic Republic. Ultimately, we have
received special care from the Islamic
Republic, the Quds Force, and the leaders
of the Quds Force, especially the martyr
Hajj Qassem Soleimani, whose role was
significant in assisting the development
of the resistance. While we have serious
and Islamic resistance movements gen-
uinely seeking the liberation of Palestine,
it is undeniable that under the blockade
and pressure from numerous enemies,
especially governments in the region,
Iran’s support has been crucial. Hence,
we view the role of the Islamic Republic,

the Islamic Revolution, and the leaders
of the Islamic Republic as fundamental
partners in this project. As seen in the
speech of Mr. Ismail Haniyeh at the time
of the martyrdom of Hajj Qassem Solei-
mani, he referred to him as the martyr of
Quds because he indeed contributed all
he could to support the resistance proj-
ect, with his movement always directed
towards Jerusalem, the holy city.

Do we see the legacy of the martyr
Soleimani in the recent resistance op-
erations?

Indeed, ultimately, the resistance
movement has triumphed and worked
on enhancing it through this successful
major operation described as the larg-
est in the history of the Zionist entity.
It's deemed a significant blow to this Zi-
onist entity, surpassing even the major
war of 1973. Now, 90 days have passed
since this war, despite the Zionist enti-
ty’s attempts to eliminate the resistance.
Thanks to Allah, and with the support of
this steadfast resistance, it continues to
confront and prevent the Zionist entity
from achieving its goals.

Undoubtedly, as mentioned, the Islam-
ic Republic, the Islamic Revolution, the
leadership of the Islamic Republic, the
leadership of the Guard, and the Quds
Force supporting the resistance have
had a significant impact on this opera-
tion. We always describe them as part-
ners. In the region, there is no support
for the resistance, like that of the Islamic
Republic, its leaders, and the Quds Force.
Unfortunately, most Islamic nation lead-
ers have abandoned the resistance, pro-
viding only some countries as havens for
resistance leaders.

However, true support for the resis-
tance in terms of weapons, expertise,
and clear positions has only come from
the Islamic Republic. Therefore, the ef-
forts of the Islamic Republic are great
and appreciated. It is a partner to the
Palestinian people, and simultaneously,
the Palestinian cause gives Iran much,
providing it with the right direction,
steadfastness, and a principled stance in
favor of justice, against oppressors, and
in alignment with humanitarian and eth-
icalissues.
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Doctor Jawad says the assassination of the two
commanders was “an assault on Iraqi sovereignty”

TEHRAN - Doctor Jawad al-Hindawi, an Iraqgi aca-
demic and former diplomat, tells the Tehran Times
that the US. assassination of Iranian Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani and Deputy Commander
of Iragi Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) Abu Meh-
di al-Muhandis “was a violation of Irag’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity”.

Doctor Jawad, points out that there should have
been punitive measures from the UN Security Council
but this did not happen “because America, like Israel,
is above international law.”

His points also reflect the stance of the United Na-
tions, which concluded that the U.S. assassination of
the two iconic commanders, who are referred to as
martyrs of victory in Irag, was “unlawful”.

Here is the full text of the interview.

How do you view the U.S. assassination of the
martyrs of victory?

The assassination of the two martyrs of victory,
Iranian Lieutenant-General Qassem Soleimani and
the Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobiliza-
tion Forces, Abu Mehdi al-Muhandis, by America, on
their way out of Baghdad International Airport, is a
state-sponsored act of terrorism.

It is also an assault and a violation of Irag’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity; moreover, it is a viola-
tion of the United Nations Charter.

The UN Security Council was supposed to have
formed a special session and adopted a resolution
condemning the crime and imposing some form of
punishment on the United States, but this did not
happen unfortunately because America, like Israel, is
above international law.

How did these two martyrs change the battle in
the war against terrorin Iraq?

The role of the two martyrs in the war against
(Daesh) terrorism in Iraq and Syria was important
and clear to everyone.

The leaders of Irag and the people of Iraq strongly
praised their role and expressed their gratitude for
them. The leaders of Syria and the people of Syria did
the same.

Their participation and everything they contributed
in training and arming the Iragi armed forces in order
to fight terrorism played a very decisive role in the
balance of the battle, which tipped it towards victory.
This was something that was witnessed by everyone.

How did the martyrs influence the Iragi people’s
resilience against the U.S. interests in Iraq and be-
yond?

Their role had a great moral impact on the will of
the Iraqgi people, pushing them to participate effec-
tively in the fight against terrorism.

The first battles that took place between the Pop-
ular Mobilization Forces and the Iragi army on the one
hand and ISIS on the other hand motivated the Iragi
armed forces to participate successfully and achieve
the desired victory.

Why did these martyrs leave a major mark in the
history books years later and maybe forever?

Indeed, the two leaders left a great moral impact
on the souls of the Iragi people, because they had a
high level of charisma and possessed the qualities of
humility, courage, piety, and faith.

Their mission was for the sake of God and the truth,
and God earned them the love of the people. People
feel that the security and stability that they enjoy to-
day is because of the role played by the two martyrs
on the battlefield and thanks to their work, sacrifice
and martyrdom, the Iragi people feel a much stronger
sense of security and safety now.
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One of the most important
strategies of the Zionist regime
in the field of foreign policy is the
expansion of the occupied ge-
ography. After the victory of the
Islamic Revolution, the Zionist
regime was only able to occupy
more of Palestine by building
settlements and failed to occupy
more lands in other Islamic coun-
tries.

Although this failure had var-
jous reasons, the command of
Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani in the Axis of Resis-
tance and fighting against the
occupation regime was one of
the main reasons, which is briefly
examined in this article.

Martyr Soleimani strength-
ens inhibitory power of Resis-
tance

The most important priority
of Martyr Soleimani at the be-
ginning of his assignment as the
commander of IRGC’s Quds Force
was to strengthen the infra-
structure of the Resistance Axis
which led to important victories
against the Zionist regime.

The Zionist regime has with-
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drawn several times from the
occupied territory. The Sinai des-
ert, southern Lebanon, and Gaza
are the three points from which
the Zionist regime retreated. The
withdrawal from the Sinai desert
was done through an agreement
with Egypt, but the withdrawal
from southern Lebanon and the
Gaza Strip occurred as a result of
the military defeats of the Zionist
regime.

In 2000, after the command-
ers of the Zionist regime sent
field reports to the leaders of this
regime, announcing that the war
in southern Lebanon had become
erosive and there was no chance
for victory in this region against
Hezbollah fighters, the order to
withdraw from south Lebanon
was exported.

The Zionist army occupied
southern Lebanon in 1978 and
entered Beirut in 1982, but lat-
er withdrew from this area and
remained in southern Lebanon
until 2000. The operation to lib-
erate South Lebanon started on
May 21st of the same year from
the Ghandouriyeh region to-
wards Qantara, including other

areas in the south. This process
continued until May 25th, and
with the departure of the last Zi-
onist soldier, Salim al-Huss, the
prime minister of Lebanon at the
time announced the liberation of
South Lebanon on this day.

Two days after the withdraw-
al of the Zionists from southern
Lebanon, one of the high-rank-
ing officers of the Zionist regime
said in a conversation with the
Maariv newspaper that 1,580 of
our forces were killed and 6,485
were wounded in Lebanon in a
very difficult and tragic experi-
ence of 22 years. This amount is
much more than the casualties of
the June 1967 war, during which
the lands of three Arab countries
were captured by us. Now, if we
judge correctly, we see that we
did not leave Lebanon, but fled
unilaterally without having a
trump card in hand”.

This great victory happened
only two years after the assign-
ment of General Soleimani as the
commander of the Quds Force of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

Nabil Qawoug, a member
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of the executive council of the
Lebanese Hezbollah movement,
stated that Martyr Soleimani
took command of the Quds Force
before the liberation of southern
Lebanon in 2000, and he was an
essential partner in this historic
achievement, adding that after
the liberation of southern Leb-
anon, the Resistance turned the
region from the period of defeats
to the period of victories which
created a fundamental change in
equations and awakenings.

Gaza is another important
point that the Zionist regime had
to leave in 2005 after 38 years of
occupation. The second intifada
was from 2000 until 2005. The
continuation and escalation of
the Palestinian intifada in differ-
ent areas of Palestine, the with-
drawal of the Zionist regime from
the Gaza Strip, and the liberation
of Gaza are among the most im-
portant developments of the era
of Martyr Soleimani’s command.

General Soleimani inflicts
repeated defeats on Zionist re-
gime in numerous wars

Another important action tak-
en by Lieutenant General Qasem
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Martyr Soleimani
aborted Israel’s

geographical
enlargement

Soleimani, the commander of the
IRGC’s Quds Force was to play a
direct role in the war between
the Zionist regime and the Resis-
tance groups.

The liberation of southern Leb-
anon, the second Palestinian inti-
fada, the 33-day war in 2006, the
22-day war in 2008, the 8-day
war in 2012, the 51-day war in
2014, and the war with Takfiri
terrorists and their supporters in
Syria and Iraq from 2011 until his
martyrdom in the year 2020 was
one of the most important bat-
tles in which Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani played a role
in the field and operationally.

In the first 6 wars, the Zionist
regime was a direct side of the
war and was also the initiator
in all these wars. Although the
Zionist regime caused a lot of
human casualties and material
damage to the Palestinians and
Lebanon (in 2006) in these wars,
this regime could not achieve
its military goals in any of these
wars. for instance, the 2006 war
started with the aim of destroy-
ing Lebanon’s Hezbollah, but not
only did Hezbollah not disappear,

but after this war it became one
of the most important and influ-
ential players in the political-se-
curity system of the West Asian
region.

Nasser Qandil, a leading Leb-
anese analyst, described Haj
Qassem’s role in the 33-day war.
Haj Qassem insisted on being in
the central operation room in
the city of “Beirut” next to the
martyred commander “Haj Imad
Mughniyeh” his friend and con-
stant companion and also next
to Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, the
Secretary General of Lebanon’s
Hezbollah. During the 33-day
war, Haj Qasim was constant-
ly moving between the battle-
fields and the central operations
room. During this time, he did his
best to provide everything that
the Resistance men in Lebanon
needed.

Undoubtedly, the victory of the
Zionist regime in the 33-day war
could lead to the occupation of
this regime in the geography of
the Islamic world, but the great
defeat of the Zionist regime
played an important role in stop-
ping its occupation in the geog-

raphy of Islamic countries.

The war in Syria since 2011 and
the war in Irag since 2014 were
not imposed by the Zionists, but
the defeat of the governments of
Syria and Irag meant the victo-
ry of the Zionist regime in these
wars which could lead to the for-
mation of anti-Resistance gov-
ernments in these two countries.

US open support of terrorist
groups and the division of ter-
rorists into good and bad can be
analyzed in this regard. Martyr
Soleimani played a role in the
battle against Takfiri terrorists.
From 2011 onwards, the enemies
of the Resistance had taken the
approach of spreading terrorism
in countries close to the Resis-
tance, including Syria and Iraq, to
hit this Axis. While the enemies
expected the Syrian regime to
change or ISIL to form an Islam-
ic caliphate in Irag, the Syrian
regime remained and ISIL disap-
peared in Iraq.

Nasser Qandil reminds us that
without a doubt if it was not for
Haj Qassem Soleimani and his
strategic role in the battlefields,
the realization of the final victo-

ry over the Takfiri terrorism of
ISIL in Syria, Iraq, and the region
would not have been possible.
Occupation is the most import-
ant characteristic of the Zionist
regime, as it occupied the land of
Islamic countries, established a
government, and also had a de-
sire to occupy more geography in
the Islamic world, which, except
Palestine, was not successful in
other Islamic countries.

The role of Martyr Soleima-
ni in deterring the geographical
expansion of the Zionist regime
was prominent because he suc-
ceeded in invalidating the myth
of the invincibility of the regime’s
army and seriously hindering the
geographical expansion of the
Zionist regime by creating mili-
tary infrastructure and improv-
ing the deterrence power of the
Resistance Axis in the West Asian
region.

One of the main reasons for
the assassination of Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani was
the same issue.



JANUARY 2024
Straight Truth

Special issue on 4th anniversary of
General Soleimani assassination

Gen. Soleimani School based
on Palestine cause

“Defending Palestine brings about dignity,”
responded Martyr Soleimani in answer to Abu
Khaled, commander of the Lebanese branch
of Hamas's military wing in 2019.

From the viewpoint of the former com-
mander of the Quds Force, the issue of sup-
porting Palestinian groups was not only in
line with Iran’s national interests; rather, it
was viewed as a religious obligation.

The Islamic Republic made decisions to
help fight against terrorism in Iraq and Syria
in a bid to revive the Palestinian cause in the
region.

That is why many analysts and strategists
consider the free Palestine the backbone of
Martyr Soleimani’s teachings and School.

Axis of Resistance vs Axis of evil

After the all-out aggression of Bush Jr's
war machine in Afghanistan and Irag, many
military commanders were talking about the
possibility of a military conflict between Teh-
ran and Washington.

The then-president of the United States
called Tehran a part of the “axis of evil” and
tried to present Iran as a threat to world
peace. At that time, one of the initiatives of
Qassem Soleimani and his comrades was to
use the capacity of the Muslims in the region
to create an axis of resistance against the
American coalition and the Zionist regime.

In this Palestinian strategy, the “arrow-
head” of resistance against Western colonial-
ism was located in the Levant region. In other
words, all resistance groups should always

pat attention to the ongoing developments in
occupied Palestine and rush to the aid of the
resistance forces in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip during a crisis.

Soleimani, directly and indirectly, observed
the battle scene many times during the battle
between the resistance forces and the Zionist
regime and provided advisory assistance.

Ahmed Abd al-Hadi, Hamas'’s representa-
tive in Lebanon, has repeatedly reported the
presence of Gen. Soleimani in the Gaza Strip.

Iran’s top commander had a colossal role in
shaping the defense structure of Gaza.

If Israel’'s war machine is stuck today during
the ground battle with Hamas, it was because
of the thinking and defense strategies of this
commander to protect the Palestinian land
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against the Zionist enemy.

Osama Hamdan, a member of the Islam-
ic Jihad movement, also pointed to the role
of Martyr Soleimani in the 22-day war and
spoke of his constant companionship with
the resistance forces and their guidance on
the battlefield.

After declaring the existence of the Zionist
regime on the eastern shore of the Mediter-
ranean Sea, the Zionists were always victori-
ous in classic battles against the Arab armies.

However, after Sharon’s withdrawal from
the Gaza Strip in 2005 and the rise of the
Islamic resistance movements, Hamas and
Islamic Jihad in this Palestinian region, the
military-security equation changed in favor
of the axis of resistance.

Regarding the role of Martyr Soleimani in
the Palestinian cause, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
has said that “this man empowered the Pal-
estinians. He did something to help a small

region like the Gaza Strip stand up to the
Zionist regime despite all their pretensions.
They (the people of Gaza) brought such ad-
versity upon them (the Zionists) that they
asked for a ceasefire after just 48 hours! This
was done by Hajj Qassem Soleimani.”

When Hamas forces are equipped with
drones

During the last two decades, one of the
most important components of the resis-
tance power has been the arming of Palestin-
ian groups with various deterrent weapons
against the Zionist regime. During the Al-Aq-
sa Storm Operation, the resistance groups
fired more than 4,000 rockets towards the
occupied territories in 80 days.

Currently, Hamas and Islamic Jihad are
equipped with Qasef, Ababil and Shahab class
drones. In 2018, Nasser Abu Sharif, the repre-
sentative of Islamic Jihad, announced during
his trip to Tehran that under the leadership of
Martyr Soleimani, many Hamas and Islamic
Jihad forces were trained by the Quds Force
of the IRGC to produce and assemble all types
of missiles.

This strategic assistance has given the
possibility for the Palestinian fighters to pro-
duce the defense weapons they need in this
area locally and enter the implementation
phase.

The liberation of Quds crucial point in the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi

Refraining from various political factions
and groups is underlined at the school of
Martyr Soleimani.

In the Soleimani School, the recapture of
the Al-Agsa Mosque from the hands of the
Zionists is defined as the foundation for the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi.

Martyr Soleimani’s efforts in unifying
battlefields

The followers of the Islamic Republic and
Imam Khomeini School believe that support-
ing the oppressed people and fighting the ar-
rogant powers are in line with Imam Mahdi’s
ruling.

The formation of the “Unity of the Fields”
strategy and the coordinated actions of the
resistance forces against the interests of the
United States Central Command (CENTCOM)
and the Zionist regime from the north of the
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Indian Ocean to the south of Lebanon shows
the continuation of the strategy of Martyr
Soleimani towards the Quds issue by his
comrades.

In the foreign policy doctrine of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, defending the Palestinian is-
sue is mentioned as a definite and unchange-
able principle.

As per paragraphs 5 and 16 of article 3 as
well as articles 11 and 152 of Iran’s constitu-
tion, the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic
must be in accordance with brotherly com-
mitment to all Muslims and advocating all
oppressed people in the world.

Soleimani, as the commander of the Quds
Force, was tasked with implementing the
constitution, the law to support the Islamic
Revolution of the Palestinians, and the Su-
preme Leader of the Revolution’s orders on
the many fronts of the battle against the Zi-
onist enemy.

His continuous efforts to equip the Pal-
estinian groups with all kinds of deterrent
weapons against the Zionist enemy caused
Ismail Haniyeh, the head of the political
bureau of the Palestinian resistance move-
ment Hamas, to call him the martyr of al-
Quds during the burial ceremony of the
great martyr.
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"Why martyr
Soleimani called
martyrof Quds?

The importance of the role of Martyr Solei-
mani can be examined in different dimen-
sions. As Iran’s senior international com-
mander, he has dealt with regional threats
such as various crises in Iran’s neighboring
countries and terrorist threats that affect-
ed Iran’s eastern and western borders after
September 11, 2001. One of the most import-
ant roles of this commander is in confront-
ing the occupation of the Zionist regime and
liberating Quds. Ismail Haniyeh, the head of
Hamas's political office stated at the martyr’s

funeral, “ Commander Martyr Soleimani gave
his whole life in support of Palestine, and | de-
clare that heis the great commander of Quds”.
Apart from these words, it seems that the
goals and actions of Martyr Soleimani were
the most indicative of his status as Martyr of
Quds.

Martyr Soleimani had revolutionary
spirit in fight against occupation

A look at the principles and goals of the Is-
lamic Revolution shows that confronting the

Zionist regime was one of its main goals from
the beginning. The principle of supporting the
oppressed is considered an addendum to an-
ti-arrogance and anti-tyranny. Based on this,
the Islamic Republic, in parallel with the fight
against arrogance and colonialism, considers
itself obliged to support the oppressed of
the world who are fighting against the ar-
rogant. Imam Khomeini (RA)also stated that
“we are in favor of the oppressed. whoever is
oppressed in any pole, we are in favor of it”.
Martyr Soleimani’s revolutionary spirit in de-

fending Quds is according to the state-
ment of the leader of the revolution.

Martyr Soleimani considered fighting
against the Zionist regime as the only
solution to the Palestinian issue. At the
ceremony of the 40th day of Martyrdom
of Martyr Morteza Hosseinpour in 2017,
referring to the need to resist the Zionist
regime, he said “Palestine has no choice
buttoresist; It hasno choice but to stand.
There is no other way except sacrifice”.
He also said at the martyrdom ceremo-
ny of Imad Mughniyeh in February 2018
“Today, Gaza and Lebanon are constant
sources of anxiety for Israel, and every
missile fired from Palestine can be seen
with Imad Mughniyeh'’s fingerprints.”

In a statement addressed to the
commander of the Qassam forces,
Soleimani wrote “Assure everyone that
Islamic Iran, no matter how much the
pressures increase and its siege tight-
ens, will not leave Palestine alone”.
“Defending Palestine is a matter of
honor and we will never give up this re-
ligious duty in exchange for the luxuri-
ance of this world. Defending Palestine
is areal example of defending Islam and
the Quran”, he noted.

Martyr Soleimani perceives Quds as
main conflict between Islam, West

Another feature that depends on the
role of Martyr Soleimani as Martyr of
Quds is the importance of the Palestine
issue for him. Martyr Soleimani was the
commander of the Quds Force as part of
the foreign policy of the Islamic Repub-
lic, but he considered the issue of Quds
and Palestine not a foreign policy issue,
but areligious issue related to the entire
Islamic world.

The Islamic Jihad Secretary General
Ziad Al-Nakhale, says that the occupied
city of Quds was always in the heart of
General Soleimani, and in all the battles
in which Martyr Soleimani was present
in the region, the compass was the Quds
War; Because the goal was to maintain
resistance.

Martyr Soleimani said in a speech “All
our fights in the Islamic world with the
West are over a mosque. All our uni-
ty in the Islamic world is based on one
mosque. All this war is over Al-Agsa
Mosque. All these conspiracies around

the Islamic world are based on this
mosque, and everything that could and
can unite the Islamic world is a mosque.”

Martyr Soleimani leads mission of
Quds Force towards issue of Palestine

Martyr Soleimani fulfilled the goals
of the Quds Force in the form of the
orders of Imam Khomeini (RA) and the
leadership of the revolution in line with
the main goal of confronting the Zionist
regime as the main threat against the
Islamic Republic and the Islamic world
from the beginning of his activity as the
commander of the Quds Force in 1997
until his martyrdom on January 3, 2020.

The purpose of the Quds Force before
his command was more focused on di-
rectly confronting concentrated threats.
While during the period of General
Soleimani, these actions gradually led
to overlap with the goals of the Resis-
tance. Since Soleimani’s martyrdom, his
actions in the Palestine issue at the be-
ginning of his tenure in the Quds Force
received more attention.

General Hassan Ravandeh considers
devoting to Quds Day and being in the
front line of the resistance as the two
most important actions of the martyr.
He says that the first important action
of Martyr Soleimani was to pay special
attention to the celebration of Interna-
tional Quds Day, noting that during his
23 years as a commander in the Quds
Force, he paid special attention to the
celebration of International Quds Day
and personally followed the programs
of the Quds Day in all parts of the world.
The second action was to be on the front
line of the fight against the Zionist re-
gime, he stated, pointing out that before
the presence of General Soleimani in the
Quds Force, they did not have any seri-
ous military work, and all actions were
defensive and security, but with the ar-
rival of General Soleimani as the com-
mander of the Quds Force, the shape
and image of the work changed and with
an extensive visit to the resistance area,
he checked the facilities personally.

Equipping Palestinians

“Filling the hands of the Palestinians”,
is an interpretation by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution and is the most tell-
ing proposition for the actions of of Mar-
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tyr Soleimani in the Palestinian issue.
One aspect of this proposition is military
support for the Palestinian Resistance.
The result of Martyr Soleimani'’s support
for Palestine and Quds is that Hamas
has access to conventional weapons
such as kornet missiles, suicide drones,
and remote control equipment.

In the Al-Agsa Storm Operation, the
equipping tunnels and missile launch
systems failed the Zionist regime in
many attacks on these targets.

After the martyrdom of General Solei-
mani, the Secretary General of Islamic
Jihad said “This issue was like a mira-
cle and it was very difficult in terms of
technical, security, and feasibility, but
in the end, the weapons sent by Gener-
al Soleimani to the Gaza Strip, with the
same missiles, opened the way for the
bombing of Tel Aviv”.

Another aspect of this “filling the
hands of the Palestinians” includes the
unity of the power of the Resistance
groups around the issue of Palestine
and Gaza. Soleimani not only upgraded
the operational capacity of the Palestin-
ian forces from stone to modern weap-
ons, including the ability to build rockets
but also used the entire geography of
the Resistance to defend Al-Quds.

The Resistance groups, which were
separate parts until a decade ago, in re-
cent years have become a coalition with
specific goals, the result of which was
to establish a balance of terror against
the Zionist regime. It is in this direction
that the Al-Agsa Storm Operation has
faced the support of Iraqgi groups, Leba-
nese Hezbollah, and the Yemeni National
Army.

In general, it should be said that the
title “Martyr of Quds” was an indication
of the priority of confronting the Zionist
regime and is synonymous with “Quds
Freedom” in the opinions of Martyr
Soleimani. Martyr Soleimani put con-
fronting the regime’s occupation at the
top of his agenda with the spirit born
from the Islamic Revolution. Also, within
the framework of the general goals of
the decision-makers of the Islamic Re-
public’s establishment, the mission of
the Quds Force was focused on provid-
ing weapons support to the Palestinian
groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad.
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Lunient General Soleimani,
commander of the Quds Force
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC), and Abu
Mahadi al-Muhandis, the sec-
ond-in-command of Irag’s Pop-
ular Mobilization Units (PMU),
were martyred along with their
companions near the Baghdad
airport in a US drone strike, on
the direct order of Donald Trump,
the former president of the Unit-
ed States on January 3, 2020.

The assassination of the hero
commander of the fight against
terrorism was met with a flood
of international reactions.

Martyr Soleimani is known
as the senior commander of the
Resistance front and a symbol
of the fight against global arro-
gance and oppression.

Theroles played by the general
Soleimani in different fronts of
the fight against terrorism had
made him the center of the Re-
sistance.

After the emergence of ISIL in
Iraq and Syria, Martyr Soleimani,
as the commander of the Quds
Force, fought against this terror-
ist group by taking partin these
areas and organizing popular
forces.

Assisting movements such as
Hamas, Hashd al-Shaabi, Ansa-
rullah, and especially Hezbol-
lah, Martyr Soleimani personally
fought against Zionism on every
front from east to west, from
north to south.

The following is the text
of the interview with Turkish
lawyer Emin Glnes ahead of

&

the fourth anniversary of the
martyrdom of these Resistance
commanders.

How do you evaluate the role
of Martyr Soleimani in keeping
the Palestinian issue alive?

The issue of Palestine is al-
ways alive in the memory of the
nations. Since the occupation
of Palestine by Britain, Muslims
have fought for freedom and
tried to keep the cause of Pales-
tine alive.

Turkish people learned the im-
portance of the Palestinian issue
from the late Necmettin Erbakan
who said that “Israel only under-
stands the language of force, not
words”

Erbakan, (founder of several
prominent Islamic political par-
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ties in Turkey) tried to expel Is-
raelis from the region all his life.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
has also taken the first step re-
garding the issue of Palestine.
With the glorious revolution of
Imam Khomeini (RA), Islam be-
came a state in Iran.

After the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, Imam Khomen’s first
measure was to not recognize Is-
rael as a country and the Israeli
embassy in Tehran turned to the
Palestinian embassy. The Islamic
Republic of Iran also created a
special military force to save the
Al-Quds.

So the wishes of Erbakan re-
garding the Palestinian issue
were realized by the measures of
the Islamic Republic.

The IRGC Quds Force was es-
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tablished to talk to Israel in a
language that it understands
(language of force).

Martyr Soleimani was the
commander of the IRGC Quds
Force, therefore, he was the com-
mander of all Muslims who were
concerned about the issue of Al-
Quds.

Martyr Soleimani did his duty
along with other Resistance
groups, especially Hamas and
Islamic Jihad Movement, who
are fighting against the Zionists.
With their efforts, the Al-Quds
gets closer to freedom every day.

No one denies the effects of
the efforts of Martyr Soleimani in
the Al-Agsa storm operation on
October 7.

Today, the whole world is
talking about the tunnels that

martyr ~ Qassem  Soleimani
planned to build and the missiles
that he was a pioneer in building.

Although the Resistance en-
joys limited weapons, its unlim-
ited faith has turned it one step
beyond Israel’s unlimited weap-
ons power.

Martyr  Soleimani's efforts
were not only in Palestine but on
all fronts of Resistance against
Israel, he added.

Why is Shahid Soleimani
known as “Martyr of Quds”?

General Soleimani was mar-
tyred while performing his duties
as the commander of the Quds
Force. So, if he is not recognized
as the martyr of Al-Quds, then
who will be recognized?

Those who martyred him knew
very well that he would not be

satisfied with the liberation of
Al-Quds.

He was considered not only a
threat to Israel but a threat to
all imperialist powers, especial-
ly the great devil, the US, who
abuse the resources of our re-
gion.

Therefore, it is deserved to
consider him not only as a mar-
tyr of Al-Quds but also as a mar-
tyr of the Islamic Ummah.

Martyr Soleimani always tried
to keep the path to occupied Al-
Quds open and helped the people
of Gaza through Iraqg, Syria, and
Lebanon.

One day he was in Gaza, anoth-
er day he was in Golan Heights,
another day he was in Beirut, Da-
mascus, or Baghdad.

Martyr Soleimani was a diplo-
mat, a general, and also an ordi-
nary soldier.

He knew that the United States
was the real aggressor and that's
why he prevented America’s ac-
tivities.

How do you evaluate the role
of Martyr Soleimani in weaken-
ing Israel’s regional position?

Not only did Martyr Qassem
Soleimani weaken Israel’s re-
gional position, but also disrupt-
ed all plans of the Zionist regime.

From 1948 to 1980, the Israe-
li regime forced Palestinians to
migrate, displacing hundreds of
thousands of them.

Israel expanded its territo-
ry from about 5% to 95% and it
was after the occupation of the
territory of neighboring coun-
tries. Then it occupied southern
Lebanon and came to Beirut.
The Israeli regime, step by step,
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got close to its claimed goal, the
Promised Land.

To annex Beirut, Damascus,
and southeast Turkey to its occu-
pied territory, the regime created
racial and sectarian differences
in these areas and weakened and
divided its rivals from within.

While Israel was engaged in
such plots, Iran was facing the
threats of the Mujahedin-e Khalg
Organization (MKO) in domes-
tic and the Saddam regime’s at-
tack from the outside.

Even under such circumstanc-
es, the Islamic Republic of Iran
was not negligent about the lib-
eration of the Al-Agsa Mosque
and was planning to defeat the
usurping Zionist regime.

The martyrdom-seeking oper-
ation of Ahmad Qasir on Novem-
ber 11, 1982, and the bombing of
the Beirut barracks on October
23, 1983, shocked Israel, the US,
and France.

Following the mentioned in-
cidents, the United States and
France quickly left Lebanon and
Israel was forced to withdraw
from southern Lebanon.

The Israeli regime’s army lost
its seemingly invincible charisma
inthe July 2006 war, in which Qa-
ssem Soleimani was personally
present.

After the July war, Israel’s de-
velopment plans were replaced
with the protection of the occu-
pied territories. So that the re-
gime needed defense systems
such as walls and iron domes to
survive.

But the “Al-Agsa storm op-
eration” showed that Israel will
be destroyed and that the Quds
Force is close to its final goal.
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General Soleimani helped change
the equation in Gaza

General Soleimani helped promote the Gaza
resistance’s courage and deterrence

TEHRAN- Before Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani offered his vast military insight to the
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli regime
had occupied the coastal enclave and committed
mass atrocities against its civilian population.

Over time, and with the assistance and advice
of General Soleimani, the resistance movement in
Gaza grew in strength to the extent that now its
missiles are reaching Tel Aviv and built an under-
ground tunnel network in the tiny territory. It is
now mostly because of this network of tunnels and
the sacrifices of valiant resistance forces that the
Israeli army finds itself trapped inside Gaza with no
military strategy on how to win the war it has loudly
declared.

These elements of deterrence have forced the Is-
raeli military to be extremely careful in conducting
its ground offensive in Gaza.

In the previous Israeli wars in Gaza, its military
refrained from an all-out ground battle against the

Palestinian resistance forces as it was wary of the
heavy losses it would suffer.

What General Soleimani created was a change
in the equation, where today the long-cultivated
powerful army in the region, is unable to carry out
its much-publicized claim of eliminating the Pales-
tinian resistance groups of Hamas and the Islamic
Jihad.

Today, the Israeli regime is paying a heavy price
for entering the Gaza Strip. Despite about three
months of barbaric carnage in Gaza in which all the
laws of war have been violated, the resistance forc-
es are killing Israeli troops, continuing to fire mis-
siles at Tel Aviv, and destroying a record number of
Israeli military vehicles.

The number of Israeli tanks that have been de-
stroyed in Gaza is unprecedented.
This all goes back to the wisdom of General Solei-

mani in creating an underground network of tun-
nels that has allowed the resistance fighters to
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tanks from a point of safety
and inflict heavy damage on
thelsraeli army’s morale.

Palestine.

whilst it is occupied by the
Israeli regime, the resistance
General Soleimani helped de-

As has been witnessed
in many wars that the Israeli regime has waged
against Gaza, these tunnels stretch to the regime’s
military bases inside the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, where the resistance movement has been
able to enter the bases and make surprise attacks
on the enemy forces.

These are some of the deterrent tools that Gen-
eral Soleimani created for the resistance, which the
Palestinians later expanded.

Contrary to claims by Western leaders and media,
this does not mean that Hamas did not invest in de-
veloping hospitals and other social welfare activi-
ties for the people of Gaza.

What General Soleimani offered to the Palestin-
ians in Gaza was a real element of resistance, which
today, we see, has grown in power to take revenge
for the regime’s mass slaughter campaigns of wom-
en and children.

The latest Israeli war on Gaza has seen a record
number of Palestinian women and children killed
and injured by the Israeli army.

Yet the Israeli army that was once considered the
most powerful in the region is today struggling to
defeat the Palestinian resistance in Gaza, which is
operating in an area no larger than 365 square ki-
lometers.

We also saw this in Operation Sword of al-Quds
(Jerusalem) in May 2022, which opened a new chap-
ter in the battle between the Hamas-led Palestinian
resistance and the occupation army.

All these developments are taking place after the
martyrdom of General Soleimani. They show how
powerful the Palestinian resistance has grown from
the seeds the martyr General had planted.

In all the battles against terrorism and American
hegemony, General Soleimani’s eyes were constant-
ly focused on the Palestinians.

He commanded the Quds Force of Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolution Guards Corps. Quds (Jerusalem) is

velop from Lebanon to Iraq
and Syria to Yemen was all for the sake of the liber-
ation al-Quds (Jerusalem) and ending the American
hegemony in the region, which is guarding the occu-
pation regime of Israel.

Today, the Palestinian resistance in Gaza has killed
hundreds of Israeli troops and injured thousands of
others, many of them disabled for life.

Many experts believe the number of Israeli army
casualties is even higher as Tel Aviv is known to
downplay its casualty figures during the wars it
wages against the Gaza Strip and elsewhere.

This is while the Palestinian resistance has de-
stroyed nearly 1,000 Israeli military vehicles as
the occupation regime is lying about its military
achievements. There is not a single spot in the Gaza
Strip where the Israeli army has managed to take
full control of in its ongoing campaign of indiscrimi-
nate attacks against Palestinians.

The missile program that General Soleimani
helped the Palestinians to develop has grown in
scope and strength and its projectiles are now rain-
ing down rockets on Tel Aviv nearly 13 weeks after
the regime started its current war on Gaza’s civilian
population.

General Soleimani also promoted the Palestin-
ian resistance movement’s courage and resilience
whilst offering the Palestinian people hope of the
state that has been taken away from them with al-
Quds as its capital.

At the end of each war, Israel wages war against
the civilians in Gaza. The Palestinian resistance al-
ways thanks the parties that back it to bring the
stated missions of Tel Aviv to a failure, and on top
of the list always is a special praise for the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

This is who the late martyr Qassem Soleimani rep-
resented, and this is who the Palestinian resistance
refers to both before his martyrdom and after his
martyrdom.

A
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Combatting ISIS: Iran’s cultural
productions and brave soldiers

Lieutenant-General Qassem Soleimani kisses the forehead of filmmaker Ebrahim Hatamikia in an undated photo.

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The emergence of ISIS in Syria
and Iraq has had far-reaching consequences
for global security, yet few countries took
direct action against this notorious terrorist
group.

Despite its proven track record of terrorism
and its success in luring young individuals
from Europe and America through sophis-
ticated media and advertising campaigns,
Western countries fall short in countering
ISIS, failing to take meaningful steps in ed-
ucating society about the nature of this ter-
rorist group or preventing the attraction of
Western youth.

ISIS’s unparalleled prowess in cultural pro-
paganda allowed them to successfully de-
ceive and manipulate a large wave of Western
youth. In stark contrast, Iran, a victim of ter-
rorism in the region, made significant efforts
to combat ISIS.

The Iranian forces, under the leadership of
courageous commanders like Commander
Qassem Soleimani, were at the forefront of
the battle against ISIS and showed remark-
able resilience in driving back this terrorist
group in Syria and Iraq.

Meanwhile, cultural activists in the country
were busy creating cultural productions to
reveal the true face of this group and demon-
strate the bravery and struggles of the Irani-

an soldiers far from their homeland.

A notable example of this cultural resis-
tance is the film “Damascus Time,” directed
by renowned Iranian filmmaker Ebrahim Ha-
tamikia in 2018.

The film revolves around the story of a fa-
ther and sone, Yunes and Ali, both military
pilots from Iran, who are assigned the task
of retrieving an I-76 plane captured by ISIS
in the besieged region of Palmyra, Syria. Their
mission involves not only recovering the air-
craft but also rescuing civilians trapped in the
area and escorting a group of captured ISIS
fighters to Syrian forces. However, during
their flight, the ISIS rebels revolt and take
control of the plane, redirecting it to a region
under their dominance. Yunes and Ali become
captives of ISIS.

In “Damascus Time,” each character rep-
resents different perspectives in response to
the Syrian crisis and the rise of ISIS. The nar-
rative unfolds through a triangular dynamic:
Yunes and Ali embody one side, the ISIS mili-
tants symbolize the second side, and the Syr-
ian army and people make up the third side.
Yunes and Ali serve as representatives of Iran
and Iranians amid the Syrian crisis, acting as
advisors who risk their lives to provide assis-
tance and maintain regional security in Syria.
The presence of the ISIS individuals portrays
the terrorists and extremists who invaded

Syria, while the Syrian army and people sym-
bolize the exhausted forces battling against
ISIS.

Ebrahim Hatamikia candidly and vividly
depicts the events taking place in Syria in
“Damascus Time,” shedding light on aspects
often overlooked by the average viewer. He
asserts that the emergence of ISIS is not
solely a result of external forces. Through a
scene illustrating the behavior of the Syri-
an army within the aircraft’s environment, it
becomes evident that the weakness of the
Syrian army and government in controlling
the situation contributed to the escalation
of ISIS’s power. Hatamikia provides a por-
trayal of ISIS that emphasizes their baseless
beliefs, such as labeling Iranians as infidels,
and effectively conveys their attitudes and
mindset. The film effectively demonstrates
that this insurgent group lacks commitment,
compassion, ethics, and subscribes to no ide-
ology or law other than violence and the mur-
der of innocent people.

Another impactful scene in the film in-
volves an ISIS terrorist attempting to hunt
one of a flock of sheep near an airplane. Ha-
tamikia effectively portrays the moral and
ethical bankruptcy of ISIS, likening them to
wolves in sheep’s clothing who show no mer-
cy when in power. The film repeatedly depicts
the ruthlessness and cruelty of ISIS through
scenes depicting executions, beheadings, and

media displays surrounding these atrocities.
Hatamikia also depicts the financial and arms
support provided by countries like Saudi Ara-
bia, while alluding to the potential conse-
quences for Iran and Iranians if resistance,
akin to that shown by Yunes and Ali, were
absent. The film effectively shines a spotlight
on ISIS supporters through the introduction
of characters such as their Chechen com-
mander, the French media officer, and the
European female singer.

Ultimately, the third side of this triangu-
lar dynamic consists of Yunes and Ali, who
bravely stand against ISIS with selflessness
and sacrifice, aiming to save Syria and pro-
tect the Shrine of Hazrat Zainab (SA). “Da-
mascus Time” can be interpreted as a realis-
tic portrayal of the situation in Syria during
the ISIS occupation and the underlying rea-
sons for Iran’s support of Syria. Hatamikia
effectively conveys that had individuals like
Yunes and Ali not opposed the brutality and
bloodshed of SIS, the terrorist group would
not only have extended its reach to Iranian
soil but also committed even more savage
crimes than those witnessed in Syria. This
is why the film was honored by the revered
martyr General Qassem Soleimani.

Commander Soleimani expressed deep
emotional responses after viewing “Damas-
cus Time” in 2018 and praised Hatamikia for
his drama on the atrocities of the ISIS war in
Syria.

“I should express my thanks to Mr. Hata-
mikia for the groundbreaking work and this
really amazing movie,” Soleimani had said

after watching the film. “By his skills, he has
been able to show a small portion of the bit-
ter reality,” he said.

“By watching this film, people can better
realize the grave threat against Islam, Shias
and all of humanity. This is one of the most
highly watchable movies, and it is extremely
close to reality,” he noted.

He also mentioned that although he has
seen such scenes before, the emotional im-
pact and reality presented in the film moved
him to tears.

It appears that Ebrahim Hatamikia was
Commander Qassem Soleimani’s preferred
filmmaker, as he openly commented on Ha-
tamikia’s dramas “Che” and “Damascus Time.”

“Che” portrays a snapshot of war veteran
Mostafa Chamran’s life during August 16 and
17, 1979, when he was sent to lead military
operations in the civil war in the Kordestan
region.

The film premiered at the 32nd Fajr Inter-
national Film Festival and went on to win six
Crystal Simorghs in various categories, in-
cluding Best Editor and Best Actor. However,
Hatamikia himself did not receive any awards
for his direction or scriptwriting, leading him
to feel ignored by the jury and organizers of
the festival.

Furthermore, Hatamikia faced criticism
for his interpretations of certain characters
in the film, including Chamran. In response,
Commander Soleimani addressed Hatamikia
in an open letter, referring to him as the “art
chief” and expressed how appreciative he
was to watch “Che” after such a long time.
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“Watching the film, | recalled yesterday’s
helplessness of the most perfect Iranian
person of the Iranians and the most perfect
Islamic person of the Muslims.

“You are among the devoted people who
could have an opportunity to portray one out
of the thousands of these amazing persons,
and today, | cried in recalling the oppression
of these forgotten persons.

“Dear brother, don't be bothered by sarcas-
tic and remonstrant comments and do not
think of the mundane simorghs; just continue
your work”

Soleimani further expressed his admira-
tion for Hatamikia in a meeting by presenting
him with one of the rings left behind by one
of the Iranian soldiers who had been killed in
the fight against the ISIS terrorists in Syria
and Iraq.

In his 2016 political drama “The Body-
guard”, Hatamikia also alluded to his deep af-
fection for Soleimani by the makeup he used
to make his leading actor - played by Parviz
Parastui — resemble the senior commander.

In a message published after Soleimani’s
assassination, Hatamikia wrote, “I warmly
embraced him many times, and yet, | found
myself thirstier at the time of separation.

“Indeed, what decoration suited him per-
fectly except the honor of martyrdom? But |
ask permission from all martyrs to say that
Hajj Qassem Soleiamni needs no title before
or after his name. Hajj Qassem Soleimani
means all the honorable titles. May his mem-
ory be eternal,” added Hatamikia who called
himself Soleimani’s small soldier.

A scene from “Damascus Time” by Ebrahim Hatamikia.
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The hero within

Martyr Soleimani’s legendary legacy of

unwavering

ing viewers a comprehensive under-
standing of his contributions, and
revealing the complexity of the man
behind the military uniform.

Mohsen Eslamzadeh, a distin-
guished Iranian documentarian, has
spent years capturing the essence
of various resistance movements in
the region through his compelling

lamzadeh captures the essence of
Soleimani’s strategic brilliance, tac-
tical acumen, and his remarkable
adaptability in the face of evolving
and challenging situations.

In a recent interview with Tehran
Times, Eslamzadeh shed light on the
making of these documentaries.

In “Fifty Years of Autumn,” | tried

ing factors for him.

Reflecting upon the film’'s main
message, Eslamzadeh highlights
one of Martyr Soleimani’s accom-
plishments in the southeast - dis-
armament. He elucidates how the
region had been plagued by large
quantities of weapons due to its
proximity to Pakistan and the Af-

Defenders of Amerli”, a revolu-
tionary tale of hope and resistance

“Defenders of Amerli” delves into
the heroic fight against ISIS and the
pivotal role played by General Qas-
sem Soleimani.

From the outset, creating this
work posed immense challenges,
Eslamzadeh noted and added: “Se-
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curing permissions was arduous, as
was venturing to war-torn Iraq with
a camera to document the clash
with ISIS”

Eslamzadeh described how sto-
ries of ISIS’s rampant brutality had
reached them from afar, particular-
ly their swift capture of Mosul in a
mere 48 hours.

“The spotlight then shifted to the
region of Amerli, a limited two km
by two km area, which steadfast-
ly resisted ISIS for three grueling
months,” he stated.

“My intention was to capture the
essence of this resistance in a docu-
mentary, so | tried to get permission
to travel to Iraqg”

One of the central aspects ex-
plored in the film is the role played
by General Soleimani in instilling
hope and motivation among the
defenders of Amerli. This unique
region, located in southern Kirkuk,
presented complex ethnic, religious,
and political dynamics.

“Under relentless siege, the in-

Backstage photo of “Defenders of Amerli” (Photo by: Mehdi Khoshnejad)

habitants fully comprehended that
surrendering to ISIS would result in
the execution of men and the en-
slavement of women and children,’
Eslamzadeh said.

“ISIS knew no boundaries, lacking
any principled humanitarian beliefs.
In response, the people of Amerli
chose to fortify themselves against
ISIS, who retaliated with acts of ter-
ror in an attempt to crush their re-
silience,” he explained.

“It was during this critical period
that General Soleimani’s influence
began to shape the fate of the de-
fenders”

Given the distinct nature of the
region, conducting operations re-
quired the consent and cooperation
of various ethnic groups.

“The infiltration of spies, who pro-
vided valuable information to ISIS,
further complicated matters. Ad-
ditionally, hostage situations were
utilized to instill a reign of terror;” he
said.

“Amidst this challenging land-

scape, a message of hope resonated
with the defenders, assuring them
that General Soleimani was commit-
ted to their salvation,” he added.

“Helicopters  would regularly
transport vital supplies, while, on
one occasion, General Soleimani
himself entered the besieged area.
This act served as a profound source
of inspiration, shifting the tide
against ISIS and initiating a series of
defeats for the extremist group,” he
explained.

Beyond Irag, Syria, Lebanon, Ye-
men, and even Afghanistan, Gener-
al Soleimani emerged as a revered
figure and a role model, Eslamzadeh
stated and added: “His unwavering
struggle against not only ISIS but
also against America and Israel gar-
nered him immense respect”

“Despite mainstream media’s re-
luctance to amplify this sentiment,
his influence as a Muslim hero, a
global patriot, and an anti-imperial-
ist is undeniable.”

The echoes of his legacy have re-

verberated as far as China and Latin
America, where General Soleimani
has become an icon inspiring free-
dom fighters worldwide, he elabo-
rated.

Eslamzadeh shared his thoughts
on the future works that should be
produced to introduce the character
of Martyr Soleimani to society, em-
phasizing the need for more produc-
tions showcasing his life and various
achievements.

He emphasized the importance of
highlighting his care for the people
and his special connection with the
youth.

Stressing the lack of heroes in the
new generation, Eslamzadeh argued
that Martyr Soleimani should serve
as an exemplary figure for them
to follow. He suggested a more
open-minded approach in film-
making, breaking stereotypes, and
conveying the transformation of an
ordinary person into a great general.
This, he believed, is essential for the
generation grappling with an identi-
ty crisis.

Backstage photo of “Defenders of Amerli” (Photo by: Mehdi Khoshnejad)
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with Mohammad-Mehdi Fadakar, the governor of Kerman, Mohammad-Reza Pourebrahimi, the
representative of the honorable people of Kerman and Raver in the Iranian Parliament, and
Mohsen Ruhi, the Director-General of Culture and Islamic Guidance in Kerman, spending signif-
icant time at the event.

As the third day arrived, the sense of farewell permeated the air. The ideas and designs had
matured, hinting at remarkable outcomes. A small Yalda gathering was organized at the end
of the day for artists and event organizers. Later, a panel evaluated the artistic pieces created
during the event, and cash prizes of 70 million rials, 50 million rials, and 30 million rials were
awarded to the top three works respectively.

The national visual event of Shahid al-Quds does not culminate in a closing ceremony but
instead represents an ongoing journey, with revolutionary artists committed to pursuing it
until the re-appearance of Imam Mahdi and the fall of oppressors.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, a distinguished Iranian military visionary and es-
sential planner within the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), devoted his life to safe-
guarding Iran’s interests. Born in Qanat-e Malek, Iran in 1957, he played a crucial role in various
military operations, notably the campaign against ISIS in Irag and Syria. His adept strategic
planning, exceptional leadership abilities, and unwavering commitment to defending Iran
against external threats earned him widespread admiration.

General Soleimani, known for his charisma and fearlessness, commanded immense respect
from his colleagues and the Iranian population. His steadfast dedication to upholding Iran’s
security and sovereignty transformed him into an emblem of strength and resilience.

Undeterred by numerous challenges, such as international sanctions and political tensions,
# Soleimani remained an indispensable figure in Iran’s military and foreign policies. The shock-
waves caused by his assassination in January 2020 reverberated throughout the region, with

National event of Shahid
al-Quds: a journey of
artistic commitment

Southern Iranian city of Kerman, the birthplace of Martyr Lieutenant Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, recently hosted a national visual event titled “Sha-
hid al-Quds” (Martyr of al-Quds) to honor his blessed name.

Iranians deeply mourning his loss and sparking a period of heightened tensions between Iran
and the United States. General Qasem Soleimani’s significant contributions to Iran’s defense
and his enduring impact on the region’s geopolitical landscape ensure that he will always be

Organized by Kerman's Art Bureau in collaboration with the Kerman A remembered.

General Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance, the National Iranian
Copper Industries Company, and the Public Relations of the Sar-Cheshmeh
Copper Complex, the event aimed to pay tribute to Martyr Soleimani and
the other Iranian martyrs, gathering more than one hundred artists from
across the country.

During the opening ceremony held on December 20 at the newly estab-
lished Culture and Art Hall in Kerman, prominent visual artists added a
special touch to the event. Mojtaba Asadi, the director of Kerman’s Art Bu-
reau, warmly welcomed the artists, expressing gratitude to Martyr Qassem
Soleimani for bringing together talent from all corners of Iran.

The national Shahid al-Quds event, which is part of the “Narration of
Habib” program, spanned three days in Kerman and involved 120 artists
creating works inspired by recent events in Gaza and the memory of the
esteemed martyr.

Notable artists and organizers of the national Shahid al-Quds event,
including Mohammadreza Dustmohammadi, Mojtaba Majlesi, Hamed
Maghruri, Mohammad Saber Sheikh Rezai, and Mehdi Sohrabi Nasr, em-
phasized the significance of art in shedding light on oppressors and shap-
ing public opinion. Calls were made for artists to use their creativity as a
weapon against crimes, particularly those in Gaza. The event also featured
regular visits by executive officials, providing guidance and support to the
participating artists.

Following the formal ceremony, the artists immersed themselves in their
projects, demonstrating unwavering dedication despite the cold weather.
The organizers, in tandem with some officials, intermittently approached
each artist to offer guidance. The artistic commitment was palpable as time
flew by unnoticed. Eventually, the participants were informed that it was
time to visit a holy place. Buses lined up, and the artists departed in groups,
heading towards the sacred shrine of Martyr Soleimani. The atmosphere
grew more profound as the mosque of Sahib al-Zaman (AS) next to the Ker-
man Martyrs Cemetery came into view. Visitors were moved to tears, taking
solace in quiet contemplation. Mohammadreza Miri, an artist, captured the
moments and emotions on canvas.

The second day commenced early in the morning, and while participants
could have spent the day with their families celebrating Yalda, their devoted
commitment kept them kilometers away. Officials made intermittent visits,
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Lieutenant General Qassem

Soleimani’s cultural vision: art,

morale, and social impact

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

TEHRAN-On January 3, 2024, marking the fourth anniversary of the
assassination of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, the Iranian
theater director Kourosh Zarei will present a play titled “The Court”
in Baghdad, Irag.

The performance will feature a cast of Iragi theater actors and is
scheduled to take place at the Baghdad International Airport. This lo-
cation holds historical significance as it is where General Soleimani
and eight others were assassinated in the early hours of January 3,
2020.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani and Iragi commander Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis were killed in a U.S. drone attack at Baghdad In-
ternational Airport on January 3, 2020. The attack was ordered by the
US. President at the time, Donald Trump, and they were on a diplo-
matic mission when they were killed. Soleimani, born in 1957, served in
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and was the command-
er of the Quds Force from 1998 until his assassination, overseeing
extraterritorial and clandestine military operations.

Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani played a significant role in
the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). While the
Western coalition had withdrawn, Soleimani assisted Iragis in coun-
tering ISIS, preventing further advances and contributing to the de-
feat of the terrorist organization in the region.

Within Iran, Soleimani emerged as a popular figure, revered for his
role in resisting perceived external threats. His image became syn-
onymous with resilience and defiance. His strategic contributions,
particularly in the fight against ISIS, have left an indelible mark on the
military landscape of the Middle East.

Tehran Times interviewed Kourosh Zarei, 52, who is also the director
of the Art Bureau'’s Center for Dramatic Arts. During the interview, Za-
rei shared insights into the cultural perspective and views of General
Soleimani.

“Prior to and more than having a mil-
itary spirit, the general had a cultural
spirit and that is how he could relate
to the people of Irag, Syria and Leba-
non. In fact, one of the reasons for Hajj
Qassem’s achievements and popularity
among the people of Arab countries was
this cultural spirit,” Zarei said.

Need for artistic, cultural work

“After the war with the ISIS was over
in Irag and Syria, the general emphasized
that culturaland artistic programs need-
ed to be carried out in those countries. It
was with his order that our filmmakers
and theater directors started to make
movies and produce plays there. He was
of the opinion that such works would
be necessary to improve the morale of
the afflicted people in the war-stricken
countries,” Zarei added.

“Regarding Iran, he also believed that
cultural and artistic programs could
address some issues in the society,” the
stage director noted.

As Zarei said, the general often visit-
ed the art and cultural projects such as
behind the scenes of film sets and con-
gresses of martyred commanders in dif-
ferent provinces. One of the movies the
general visited its production site sev-
eral times was “Damascus Time” (2018)
directed by Ebrahim Hatamikia, which is
about two Iranian pilots who embark on
amission to try and save the residents of
a Syrian city who are surrounded by the
terrorists.

“Hajj Qassem advised others to do
artistic and cultural work as he deeply
believed in the impact of art on people

and society. He encouraged his friends
and the people around him especially
the cultural sections of the IRGC to carry
our art programs and relate to people via
art” Zarei said.

According to him, the general had a
kind behavior with all sorts of people,
whether young or old, men or wom-
en, and had a fatherly attitude toward
others, especially teenagers and young
adults.

Last memory

Recalling the last time he met Hajj
Qassem, Zarei said: “During the severe
flooding in Khuzestan Province in 2019, |
went to the flood-stricken regions in the
southwestern province together with a
group of about 50 theater actors to per-
form several plays to uplift the spirits of
the afflicted people there. On our flight
back to Tehran, we met the general and |
had a short conversation with him about
the projects which were produced on his
own suggestions. He was supposed to
attend a play that was staged in Syria
and a work for the martyred command-
ers congress in Kerman Province; how-
ever, he couldn’t make it due to his busy
schedule. ‘We were expecting you, | told
him. ‘l will come and see your next play,
inshallah, he said. Nevertheless, this
never happened as he was martyred less
than a year later and it remained a bitter
regret for us to see him attending one of
the performances produced on his own
recommendation”.

Zarei holds a degree in dramatic arts.
He has also a long career in the manage-
ment of art events such as presiding the

41st Fajr International Theater Festival
last January.

He was also the director of the 7th
edition of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage In-
ternational Theater Festival last August.
Held in both countries of Iran and Iraq,
coinciding with the large gathering of
Shia Muslims in Irag, the festival in-
cluded theatrical performances, tazieh,
Naqqali (Iranian dramatic story-telling),
and Pardeh-khani (a type of storytelling
combined with a laudation, accompa-
nied by pictures) for the pilgrims at the
Shalamcheh, Khosrovi, Chazabeh, Bash-
magh, and Mehran borders as well as in
Najaf, Karbala, and along the path of the
Arbaeen Walk.

Zarei has previously directed plays in
Irag, Syria, and Tunisia. Among his for-
eign productions, the play “The Sun Ris-
es from Aleppo” was performed by Syri-
an actors in the Syrian capital Damascus
and the city of Aleppo.

It narrated an account of Karbala cap-
tives who were captured and taken to
Sham during the event of Karbala. The
piece focused on the events that are re-
lated to a Christian monk who lived in a
church close to the city of Aleppo at the
time that the Karbala massacre hap-
pened.

Zarei has also appeared in some TV se-
ries including “Jabir ibn Hayyan” (2006),
“Prophet Joseph” (2008), “Mokhtar-
nameh” (2010), “Kimia” (2015), and
“Anam” (2018). The movies in which he
appeared include “Light of Dawn” (2010),
“Hussein Who Said No” (2014), and “Em-
peror of Hell” (2018).
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General Soleimani’s unseen impact:
behind the scenes of “The 23”

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha

TEHRAN-One of the recent and notable films
in Iranian Sacred Defense cinema, focusing on
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, is “The 23" di-
rected by Mehdi Jafari and produced by Mojtaba
Faravardeh, released on December 11, 2019.

On the first day of filming in October 2018,
Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani visited
the film’s production set and interacted with
the cast and crew on location in Tehran.

The general was present at the behind the
scenes of the war drama “The 23" which is
based on the novel “Those 23 People,” written
by Ahmad Yousefzadeh, depicting the true sto-
ry of 23 Iranian teenage volunteers held captive
by enemy soldiers early in 1982 during Iran-
Iraq war. The members of the young group,
which included the author Yousefzadeh, were
between the ages of 13 and 17. They belonged
to the 41st Tharallah Brigade, a division of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps formed
in 1980 in Kerman Province. General Qassem
Soleimani served as the commander of this unit
throughout the Iran-Iraq war.

The 23 teenagers were captured during Op-
eration Beit ol-Mogaddas in various areas of
the front. On May 24, 1982, during the Liber-
ation of Khorramshabhr, Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein sought to exploit them for his benefit.
He separated the teenagers from other Iranian
captives and brought them to his palace, where
he purportedly sympathized with them, and
his daughter Hala presented them with flow-
ers. Hussein claimed they would be released
soon with Red Cross approval. The Iragi press
created videos and photographs of the teens,
publishing them alongside Hussein’s famous

quote, “All the children in the world are ours”
Despite these assurances, the 23 teenagers
remained in captivity for over 8 years until Au-
gust 26,1990.

In addition to General Soleimani, Yusefzadeh,
and 21 other teen captives, now adults, attend-
ed the set of “The 23” on its first day of shoot-
ing. Unfortunately, the group was not complete
as one of them had passed away.

In an interview with Tehran Times, Mojtaba
Faravardeh, producer of the film, discussed
General Soleimani’s visit to the film's location,
which was organized by Owj Arts and Media Or-
ganization, the sponsor of the movie.

“l was informed about the general’s visit
but almost everybody else at the location was
shocked when they saw him coming as they did
not know about it beforehand,” he said.

“It was my first time to see him but he greet-
ed me so warmly as if he knew me for years. Af-
ter that, | provided him with information about
that day’s sequence we were filming, which
was a prison in Iraq where the teenagers were
to be interrogated,” the producer added.

General Soleimani kindly hugged and kissed
all the young cast members of the film, as well
as all the real teen captives who were now in
their 50s, and the rest of the crew. The young
actors were particularly surprised to see the
general, who was the commander of the Quds
Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), had gone there to meet them.

After the shooting of the sequence was over,
one of the young actors in the film approached
the general and said, “It has been one of my
dreams to have a photo with you.” The general’s
reply was humble and heartwarming, “You are

artists, and it should be our wish to have
a photo with you. Tell all the 23 people to
come.” Afterwards, several photos were
taken with the general standing among
the cast and crew, smiling.

At the end of his visit, recalling a mem-
ory from a young soldier during the war,
the general said, “if we could spray the
elixir of zeal, spirituality, courage, and re-
ligiosity on the whole nation, that would
be the basic treatment of all problems in
the country”.

“His presence in the film location that
day and the positive energy he gave us left
a lasting memory for all of us,” Faravardeh
noted.

Despite this, the film producer lament-
ed that the general could not see the film
when it was released as he was assassi-
nated at Baghdad International Airport on
January 3, 2020. General Soleimani was
accompanied by his Iragi trenchmate, Abu
Mahdi Al-Muhandis, the second-in-com-
mand of Irag’s Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), and some of their deputies when
they were killed by an armed drone strike

directly ordered by the White House.

Both commanders, Soleimani and
Al-Muhandis, gained immense respect
across the Middle East for their pivotal
role in combating the Daesh (ISIS) Takfi-
ri terrorist group, particularly in Iraq and
Syria.

Having led the elite force for over two
decades, General Soleimani played a cru-
cial partin Iran’s strategic efforts to safe-
guard its interests and extend its influ-
ence throughout the Middle East.

General Soleimani held a dual role as
both the “shadow commander” of covert
Iranian forces and a revered figure in an
anti-American alliance that transcended
sectarian boundaries across the region.

Renowned for his reserved demeanor,
General Soleimani radiated charisma and
intelligence, earning the respect even of
those who opposed him. His influence
stretched far beyond military strategy,
making him a prominent and multifacet-
ed figure in the complex geopolitical land-
scape of the Middle East.

“The 23” vividly portrays the bravery
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and heroism of the 23 teenage boys who
were prisoners of the Iran-Iraq war. Their
selflessness for their country has inspired
numerous authors and filmmakers to un-
dertake projects about their remarkable
story.

It was filmed in the capital city of Tehran
and the southern Iranian city of Abadan
over a three-month period.

The film received a highly positive re-
sponse from audiences during its pre-
miere at the 37th Fajr Film Festival in
Tehran and secured nominations for six
awards, ultimately winning one. Addi-
tionally, it earned the prestigious title of
Film of the Year from the Iranian National
Commission for UNESCO.

Further accolades include the Golden
Butterfly Award for the Best Film at the
International Film Festival for Children
and Youth and the Phoenix Cinema Award
at the Revolution Cinema Celebration.
These recognitions underscore the film’s
impact and contribution to Iranian cine-
ma.
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Martyr Sole

imani’s role

in the realization of a
post-American region

By Muhammad Mahdi Abbasi

January is the month whose first days have
become a symbol of the emergence of the
post-American world. From the martyrdom of
General Qassem Soleimani on January 3, 2020,
to the US Congress takeover by protesters on
January 6, 2021, all these January events have
a clear message: The era of liberal democracy
and American hegemony is over.

This collapse of hegemony which is especial-
ly evident in West Asia, is in reality the outcome
of the heroic endeavors and actions of the Axis
of Resistance and, above all, the endeavors and
actions of Martyr Soleimani. In order to shed
light on Martyr Soleimani’s role in bringing an
end to US hegemony and defeating Western
plots in the region, we must first address the
issue of current US objectives in West Asia.

After the 9/11 attacks, the United States
began to militarily occupy West Asia under
the pretext of fighting terrorism. At that time,
American officials and strategists like Zbig-
niew Brzezinski unveiled various plans and
plots such as “The Greater Middle East” or “The
New Middle East” plans. For example, during
the 33-day Lebanon War in 2006, then-US
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said in an
important speech: “What we're seeing here is,
in a sense, the growing — the birth pangs of a
new Middle East, and whatever we do, we have
to be certain that we're pushing forward to the
new Middle East, not going back to the old Mid-
dle East”

These remarks evidence the US govern-
ment’s plans for West Asia. In fact, the US
was trying to implement this project in order
to first, bring a laissez-faire economic system
to the countries of the region and turn them
into a bloc revolving around Israel and, sec-
ond, expand the model of liberal democracy
into the countries of the region. Former US
President George W. Bush proclaimed this in a
2003 speech after the fall of Saddam Hussein,
saying: “Iragi democracy will succeed, and that
success will send forth the news from Damas-
cus to Tehran that freedom can be the future
of every nation. The establishment of a free
Iraq at the heart of the Middle East will be a
watershed event in the global democratic rev-
olution”

At the same time, then-US Vice President
Dick Cheney announced in his speech at the

Davos World Economic Forum that the US gov-
ernment was committed to “promoting de-
mocracy throughout the greater Middle East
and beyond”

Nonetheless, this project failed like other US
government projects, despite its huge costs.
Twenty years after the beginning of those
wars, the current political situation in Iraq and
Afghanistan attests to this reality. The wars,
apart from costing the US economy trillions
of dollars, led to many casualties in regional
nations. According to a report by Brown Uni-
versity, more than 900,000 people have died
in post-2001 US wars, with more than 70,000
civilians in Afghanistan and nearly 300,000 ci-
vilians in Iraq having been killed by these wars.

In the meantime, Western support for ter-
rorist and takfiri groups in the region neatly
completed this puzzle. Groups such as DAESH
(ISIS) — which former US President Donald
Trump admitted was created by the US gov-
ernment — tried to destabilize the region so
that the US can pursue the strategy of creating
a 30-year religious war in West Asia.

But what Western governments had never
included in their calculations was Martyr Solei-
mani — a personality who disrupted their plans
and plots and put an end to their destructive
presence in the region.

The Lebanon War was the first serious con-
frontation between Martyr Soleimani and the
Arrogant Front. He played a very important role
in defeating the Zionist regime and its sup-
porters in the 33-day war, thus bringing “The
Greater Middle East” project to a deadlock.

Safauddin Tabaraian, translator of the book
The Untold Stories of the 33-Day War, com-
ments about the role of Martyr Soleimani in
Hezbollah’s victory in the 33-Day War: “| heard
from Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah himself that
Hajj Qassem’s role in our victory in the war was
even greater than Imad Mughniyeh’s role”

Martyr Soleimani also played a key role in
equipping and strengthening the Resistance
Front in Palestine. About this, Secretary Gener-
al of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad Ziyad al-Na-
khalah said a few years ago: “The power and
facilities that Gaza has achieved today are the
results of the great efforts of Martyr Soleima-
ni. General Soleimani’s strategic step began
with sending rockets and weapons to the Gaza

Strip, and this was like a miracle ... Gen-
eral Soleimani personally strived in this
direction, traveled to many countries,
and planned to transfer this military
might [to Gaza].” Even today, many find it
astonishing that the Gaza underground
tunnels, which are approximately 360
kilometers long, was one of the strat-
egies devised by Martyr Soleimani and
Martyr Imad Mughniyeh.

Ultimately, leading the Axis of Re-
sistance against the DAESH terrorist
group was Martyr Soleimani’'s main
action against the schemes of the Ar-
rogant Front. Martyr Soleimani and his
companions uprooted this evil force and
restored security and peace to regional

nations.

Martyr Soleimani’s role in eliminating
DAESH was so significant and pivotal
that even American media outlets such
as Newsweek, Business Insider, The
Week and others acknowledged it many
times over the years. Also, whenever
some American officials tried to give
themselves the credit for the elimination
of DAESH, they faced decisive rebuttals
from international experts and profes-
sors on this issue, pointing to the efforts
of Martyr Soleimani.

For instance, Prof. Arshin Adib-Mogh-
addam of University of London said in
response to Trump’s attempts to give

himself credit for destroying DAESH that
it was Iran along with Russian air power
that “dealt the decisive blows” to DAESH
and Qassem Soleimani was the master-
mind behind it.

In today’s West Asia, the decline of the
US is palpable and openly spoken about
based on the reality on the ground. This
change and growth in regional countries
and the people’s outlook is the result of
the Resistance Front’s struggles against
global colonialism and arrogance and,
without a doubt, Martyr Soleimani was
and will remain among the most prom-
inent figures of the Resistance Move-
ment.
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Reviver of the Resistance

Just days before the fourth anniversary of Martyr Soleimanis assassination, Imam Khamenel emphasized that
the Resistance in Gaza has been able to resist for nearly three months due to the existence of the Resistance Front.
The Leader of the klamic Revolution said, “Martyr Soleimani’s most significant role was to revive the Resistance
Front in the regiom. Martyr Soleimani's “extensive services to the Islamic Ummah and lranian nation™ have
been summarized in this infographic based on the statements of the Leader of the klamic Revolution,
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