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A mural adorns the walls of Palestine Square in Tehran sending a stark message to Israel: "Prepare your coffins!"

U.S. imperialism in Red Sea at risk

The U.S. made a rash decision to attack Yemen

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Over the past cen-
tury, America established itself
as an imperialist power of the
world’s seas and international
waters.

an embarrassment for the US,
perhaps more so than its humil-

The United States boasts the
world’s most formidable aircraft
carrier fleet, which, at times, can
be found sailing in the South Chi-
na Sea, the Persian Gulf, the Red
Sea and many other places far
beyond American borders.

A major element of the Amer-
ican hegemony in West Asia is
built on its global maritime pres-
ence and naval bases.

When its warships were tar-
geted by Yemen’s Ansarullah in
the Red Sea, this was viewed as

iating withdrawal from Afghani-
stan.

When Ansarullah began its
military operations against Is-
raeli and Israeli-linked ships in
the Red Sea in support of Gaza,
which has now expanded to in-
clude US. ships in the waterway,
the movement sent a message
to America that you are not the
masters of these seas.

On the morning of January
12, US. warships launched 150
bombing assaults on Yemen in
addition to a follow-up attack on

with Ansarullah

aradar facility 24 hours later.

Since then, Ansarullah has
fired a missile at a U.S. navy
destroyer, while targeting and
damaging more Israeli and
U.S. vessels with missiles and
drones in the Red and Arabian
seas.

Just like the Israeli army reck-
lessly rushed into the war on
Gaza and now finds itself stuck
in the enclave, the US. (backed
by Britain) also made a rash de-
cision to attack Yemen and now
finds itself bogged down in a
battle with Ansarullah.

and now finds itself bogged down in a battle

The initial bombardment of
Yemen, despite Washington
hinting that it was a one-off
attack, has proven to be a fail-
ure.

To protect its image, the US.
Central Command has, over the
past four days, announced more
strikes on Ansarullah positions
as standing back, holding fire,
and doing nothing would be a
major embarrassment for Pres-
ident Joe Biden.

The question, that everybody
has been asking, is whether the
US. can afford to sustain its
bombing campaigns on Yemen.

The evidence shows that it
can attack Yemen but will fail
to restrain Ansarullah from
launching more military oper-
ations against Israeli and now
U.S. vessels in the Red Sea or
the Sea of Aden.

Washington had the easier
choice of informing the Israeli
regime to cease its indiscrimi-
nate airstrikes on Gaza but failed
to do so.

It now finds itself in a battle
with Ansarullah (again). Penta-
gon spokesman Patrick Ryder
has been vague over the level of
damage his department believes
it has inflicted on the Sanaa gov-
ernment’s capacity to launch
missiles and drones. » Page 5

TEHRAN - Pakistan’s government decided
on Friday to end tension with Iran and fully
restore diplomatic ties with Tehran, Reuters
reported, quoting the Pakistani media outlets.

The decision was taken by Pakistan’s cab-
inet of ministers chaired by Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar.

Also, in a telephone conversation with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdolla-
hian on Friday afternoon, Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas lJilani stressed the sig-
nificance of recognizing Pakistan’s friendly
relations with Iran.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister noted, “It's
crucial to actively pursue the axis of secu-
rity and military cooperation that has been
agreed upon and emphasized by both coun-
tries’ authorities in the past.”

Amir Abdollahian emphasized that Iran’s
security forces immediately counteract any
terrorist operations in their bases, prevent-
ing terrorists from easily operating their vi-
cious plans.

Referring to the Tuesday anti-terrorism
operation against the Jaish al-Adl terror
group inside Pakistan, Amir Abdollahian
highlighted, “This operation aligned with the
immediate duties of the operational head-
quarters in the Sistan and Baluchestan re-
gion, aiming to neutralize an imminent ter-
rorist threat. Despite the evidence that over
fifty terrorists were preparing for an attack
against Iran at this location, Iranian forces
thwarted their plans promptly.” » Page 2

Alborz destroyer
escorts commercial
ships in Red Sea

TEHRAN- Iranian Navy Commander Rear
Admiral Shahram Irani has confirmed that
the Alborz destroyer is currently escorting
Iranian commercial ships and oil tankers
within the Red Sea.

In early January, the Alborz successfully
navigated through the strategically crucial
Bab el-Mandeb Strait, marking its official
entry into the Red Sea.

The Alborz, an Alvand-class frigate of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Navy, is a formidable
vessel equipped with a range of advanced
weaponry and sensors. Its deployment to
the Red Sea is a testament to Iran’s commit-
ment to protecting its commercial interests
and ensuring the safety of navigation in the
region.

Admiral Irani emphasized that the Alborz
destroyer operates in areas where “super-
powers do not dare to be present,” highlight-
ing Iran’s willingness to assert its presence
and maritime dominance.

He further stated that the Iranian Navy’s
operations in monitoring and seizing offend-
ing oil tankers have been carried out with
precision and in accordance with interna-
tional regulations. » Page 3

Embrace nature’s symphony
with eco-lodges!

By Afshin Majlesi

Envision waking up to the melody of
birdsong and the gentle rustle of leaves—a
rejuvenating departure from the usual urban
routine!

Opting for an eco-lodge instead of a luxury
hotel goes beyond mere travel preference; it
may signify a deliberate choice to embrace
firsthand experiences.

Nowadays, the allure of eco-lodges, or
“Boomegardi” in Persian, is capturing the
hearts of many travelers for many reasons,
such as minimizing environmental impact,
cost-effectiveness, cultural immersion, and
economic benefits to local residents.

Ahmad Tavakoli, a 66-year-old traveler,
believes that their rustic charm and the
opportunity to immerse oneself in the
breathtaking beauty of nature make them a
top choice for many travelers. » Page 6
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Raisi visits Tehran
Province’s eastern counties

TEHRAN - President Ebrahim
Raisi visited Firuzkuh and Damavand

counties in the east of the capital
# Tehran on Thursday, during which he
held meetings with local officials and
visited some major projects.

During the one-day trip, Raisi visited
some important construction projects
and met with the people of Firuzkuh
and Damavand, IRNA reported.

The president also chaired the

® meeting of the administrative

; council of Firuzkoh and Damavand
in which decisions were made about

WP construction projects and the approvals

of the visit were summarized.

Speaking at the council meeting on
Thursday evening, Raisi noted that the
problems and issues in Damavand and
Firuzkuh can be solved, adding: “It is
necessary to identify and solve these
problems as soon as possible” » Page 4

Iraq seeking to boost
health co-op with Iran

TEHRAN - The Iraqi cultural and academic
advisor in Tehran has called for the expansion of
health and medical cooperation with Iran.

“We are very pleased that memorandums of
understanding in the field of health and higher
education have been signed between Iran’s
Ministry of Health and Irag’s ministries of health
and higher education,” Yasser Abdulzahra, said.

He made the remarks in a meeting in Tehran
with Health Minister Bahram Einollahi.

“While adhering to these agreements, we want
to expand cooperation between Iran and Iraq in all
areas,” the Iraqi official stressed.

He went on to say that over 80,000 Iraqi
students are studying in Iran, and more than
40 Iraqi chancellors participated in the Science
Week conference held in Mashhad in October
2023, which signifies the close academic relations
between Iran and Iraq. “We hope to be able to
implement the road map prepared by the Ministry
of Health of Iran” » Page 7
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The era of hit-and-run tactics is over

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Kayhan analyzed the IRGC missile attack
on Erbil and wrote: Once again, Israel and the
Mossad used the Iragi Kurdistan region and
created direct intelligence/military bases
to carry out terrorist operations inside Iran
and against our compatriots, and the IRGC as
promised, destroyed Israel’s main base with
various missiles. Iran once again proved that the
era of hit-and-run tactics is over.

There has been a building in Erbil, Iraq,
as Israel’s operational center and under the
cover of a training center or commercial/
oil institute, which has been directing drone
attacks on Iranian bases inside our borders
with the presence of Mossad agents. According
to the statement of the spokesperson of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the objection to
this matter had been conveyed many times
publicly or privately to the authorities of the
Kurdistan region of Iraq as well as the federal
government of this country. Now we have to
ask if the establishment of Israeli bases in the
Kurdistan region of Iraq, planning, directing, and
implementation of military and psychological
operations against our land and nation is not a
violation of Iran’s sovereignty.

Iran: Increasing Iran’s deterrence power
following recent missile attacks

In an interview with Mansoor Barati, an
expert on regional issues, the Iran newspaper
discussed the dimensions and consequences of
the retaliatory attacks of the Islamic Republic
against Israel in the region and said: At the height
of regional tensions, the IRGC’s attacks targeted
some parts of Syria, the Kurdistan region of Iraq,
and the headquarters of terrorists in Pakistan and
it showed Iran’s comprehensive missile readiness
in awide regional area.

The decisive action of the Islamic Republic in
the recent attacks will increase the deterrence
aspects of Iran against the opposing forces,
especially against Israel, without bringing the risk
of war to Iran. This issue will reduce the severity
of the attacks that the Israelis planned to carry
out in their next secret attacks. This should not
be ignored when a war occurs, the governments
that support one of the warring parties are forced
to react directly at the military level. In fact,
these attacks convey the message to the Zionist
and American sides that Iran is ready for direct
military responses.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Iran’s legitimate defense
against terrorists in Pakistan

Vatan-e-Emrooz wrote about Iran’s missile attack
against Jaish al-Zulm terrorists in Pakistan: This
operation has led to dissatisfaction in Islamabad.
In justifying this dissatisfaction, the Pakistani
authorities claim that any operation of another
country on the territory of this country is an example
of aggression against Pakistan and cannot be
justified. In this case, the right of legitimate defense
and legal and operational authenticity should be
pointed out. Legitimate defense in the field of
international law means the use of coercive force
and punitive power by a country in response to a
terrorist act or armed attack. It is better for those
who accuse Iran of “aggression” on Pakistan's
territory to know that the recent action against the
Jaish al-Zulm terrorists was not an “action” and
vice versa; it was a reaction to several “objective
terrorist acts” Jaish al-Zulm has repeatedly officially
accepted the responsibility for its terrorist actions in
Sistan and Baluchestan, which led to the martyrdom
of Iranian citizens, and one of these cases was the
recent attack on “Rask”. On the other hand, this
reaction is considered legitimate and logical both
from a legal and strategic point of view, because
it is a clear example of “repelling a tangible threat
against national security”.

Hamshahri: Endless false claims

In a note, Hamshahri discussed Rafael Grossi’s
claim on the sidelines of the Davos meeting and
said: Rafael Grossi, the director general of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, claimed that
Iran is punishing this international organization
forthe actions committed by the United States and
European countries. He added that it is a hopeless
situation. We do our activities there but at the
lowest level. In addition, some of his assessments
are raised outside the scope of his specialized
duties and Iranian authorities have reacted many
times. In the past years, the International Atomic
Energy Agency has paid attention to and repeated
some of the claims by the Zionist regime about
Iran’s nuclear program. Tehran considered these
claims to be fake and rejected them. Western
countries led by the United States and the Zionist
regime have accused Iran of pursuing military
goals in the country’s nuclear program. Iran
emphasizes that as one of the signatories of the
NPT and a member of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, it has the right to obtain nuclear
technology for peaceful purposes.

Iraqi oil tycoon killed by Iran participated
in anti-Iran Mossad attacks

Peshraw Majid Agha Dizayee, with a Zionist
Rabbi at an event to celebrate the Jewish
festival of Yom Kippur.

TEHRAN - One notable casualty of the IRGC
missile operation on an Israeli espionage center
in Iragi Kurdistan has turned out to be a wealthy
Kurdish oil tycoon who helped Mossad carry out
attacks on Iranian soil, according to an exclusive
report by Press TV.

Peshraw Majid Agha Dizayee was killed on Monday
midnight, when the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps of Iran launched a decisive missile strike on
an espionage center affiliated with the Israeli spy
agency Mossad in Iragi Kurdistan, resulting in the
complete destruction of the targeted center.

Dizayee reportedly amassed a fortune through
the illicit export of Iraqi oil to the Tel Aviv regime.

According to an informed security source, the
presence of Dizayee and his associates at the
targeted complex in Erbil suggested a high-profile
meeting was taking place during the attack. The
building, owned by Dizayee, regularly hosted
meetings between him and Mossad officials,
serving as a planning hub for various terrorist and
sabotage attacks against Iran.

Dizayee, at the helm of the Falcon Group
conglomerate, operated in diverse sectors,
including security, oil, gas, construction, and
agriculture. Notably, the company’s website
proudly acknowledged providing security services
to international oil companies, revealing Dizayee’s
deep connections within the security and
intelligence apparatus of Iragi Kurdistan and his
close association with the Mossad.

In addition to his extensive business ventures,
Dizayee led Empire World, a thriving real estate
company headquartered in Erbil, responsible for
constructing some of the city’s iconic skyscrapers.

Despite mediaattention on Dizayee’s substantial
business empire and ties to Kurdistan's ruling
Barzani family, his close affiliation with the Israeli
spy agency has largely gone unnoticed.

The photographs that were obtained by the
news agency confirms Dizayee’s connection to the
Mossad, shedding light on his crucial role in the
Mossad’s operations in Iragi Kurdistan, primarily
directed against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Deriving from a highly informed security source,
Press TV reported that Dizayee served as “Mossad’s
main man” in Erbil, coordinating operations for the
spying agency and aiding in the recruitment of agents.

According the Press TV report, Dizayee worked
closely with Elan Nissim who was the notorious
team leader of Tasa Elite, a Mossad-affiliated
spying firm responsible for training terrorist
groups and recruiting agents in the West Asian
region, and Hussein Yazdanpanah, Secretary
General of the Kurdistan Freedom Party which
is a notorious terrorist group based in northern
Irag. Dizayee played a pivotal role in organizing
anti-lran operations and reportedly received
substantial rewards for his contributions.

From page 1 »  Amir
Abdollahian, while underscoring
the Islamic Republic’s respect
for Pakistan’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, stated, “We

strongly respect Pakistan’s
sovereignty and  territorial
integrity. We  believe that

cooperation between the two
countries to neutralize and
destroy terrorist hideouts within
Pakistani territory is essential””

He added, “In a situation where
the Zionist regime perpetrates
the massacre of women and
children in Palestine, the need for
unity in the Islamic world is more
crucial than ever”

During the telephone
conversation, Pakistan’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs expressed
the shared aspirations of
both countries in the fight

has

and

underscore
between our countries. Pakistan
consistently
constructive
relations with Iran, with a serious
commitment to the sovereignty
territorial

emphasized
and  fraternal

relations in all

integrity  of

for the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Jilani highlighted the need for
the development of amicable
dimensions
between the two countries. He
added, “As neighbors and Muslim

Pakistan FM stresses upholding friendly ties with Iran in phone call

stan decides to fully restore ties with Iran

nations, terrorism is our common
enemy, and we must not allow
terrorists and enemies to exploit
relations between Tehran and
Islamabad. Collaboration and
brotherhood are our main focus.”

In his concluding remarks,
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan
also invited Amir Abdollahian to
Islamabad for an official visit.

Pakistan Embassy says
Tehran-Islamabad ties ‘critical’

against terrorism. He said, Islamabad” for regional peace

“A common approach in the  Emphasizing Pakistan’s ~ The  Pakistani ~ embassy

ﬁght against terrorism is to peop[e and government’s in Tehran has said that the
the cooperation special interest and respect historic ties between Iran and

Pakistan are essential for the
establishment of peace in the
region as the two countries work
to dial down tensions following
cross-border airstrikes.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran FM wraps up trip to Davos after meetings

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian has returned to the Iranian capital after
his visit to Switzerland, Davos, where he attended
the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting.

On the sidelines of the forum, the top Iranian
diplomat met with several high-ranking officials
from around the world, to discuss various regional
and international issues.

During a meeting with Armenian President Vahagn
Khachaturyan, Amir Abdollahian stated that Tehran is
an advocate of peace in the Caucasus region.

Referring to his recent trip to Yerevan and his
meetings and discussions with the Armenian
foreign minister and the secretary of the country’s
National Security Council, the Iranian foreign
minister said, “Armenia has a significant place in
Iran’s neighborhood policy.”

Amir Abdollahian pointed out that the ties
between the two countries are strong, saying the
bilateral ties are advancing. He said boosting the
ties would serve the interests of both nations.
The Iranian foreign minister highlighted the
importance of preserving the security and stability
in the Caucasus region and said Iran has always
supported the peace talks between the Republic
of Azerbaijan and Armenia.

“We believe that we should achieve stability in
the region through regional solutions,” he said.

The foreign minister reiterated that preserving

with world leaders

the historical transportation routes is crucial in the
developments in the Caucasus while emphasizing the
need to prevent any geopolitical changes in the region.
Citing the Iranian Leader’s view on Armenia as a ‘good
neighbor of Iran; Amirabdollahian said that fran has no
restrictions for promoting its ties with Armenia.

Meanwhile, the Armenian president praised the
cordial and constructive relations between the
two countries. He also referred to the historical
bonds between the two nations and their positive
effects and role in expanding the neighborly ties and
bilateral cooperation between Tehran and Yerevan.

He also called on both countries to transfer the
friendship to future generations.

Khachaturyan called for increased cooperation
between the private sectors and the companies in
Iran and Armenia and underlined the significance
of boosting transportation and transit cooperation
between the two countries.He hailed Iran’s
support for the peace process, stability, and calm
in the Caucasus.

Iran, Georgia willing to boost bilateral ties
amid regional challenges

Amir Abdollahian held an extensive meeting
with his Georgian counterpart Ilia Darchiashvili.

Expressing his satisfaction with the meeting,
the Iranian foreign minister hailed the old and
strong relations between the officials and people
of both countries.

Amir Abdollahian said the promotion of ties
with Georgia is one of Iran’s priorities and further
stated that Tehran cares about the security in the
Caucasus and Georgia.

He sounded upbeat that the relations between
the two countries would be developed without
any restrictionsThe Iranian foreign minister
underlined the necessity to rely on regional
solutions for the problems in the region, explaining
that the security issues of the region are tied and
related to each other.

He stated Iran, by understanding the conditions
on the ground in the region, seeks to focus on
common interests in its cooperation with Georgia.
The senior Iranian diplomat tipped Georgia as
one of the favorite tourist spots in the region for
Iranians and stressed the need to use the popular
connections as a facilitator to elevate bilateral
commercial ties as well as cooperation between
the private sectors of both countries.

The foreign minister also highlighted the
importance of cooperation in the transit and
energy sectors among others.

Meanwhile, Amir Abdollahian once again extended
an invitation to his Georgian counterpart to visit
Iran. He suggested that joint mechanisms, including
a joint political committee, be activated to step up
consular cooperation between the two countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran rejects Arab League’s statement, says punishing

TEHRAN - Iran has rejected the
recent Arab League statement on
the missile strike conducted by the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps

he noted.

“Iran will not hesitate to take

criminals comes first

endangered
security and that of its citizens,

[ran’s  national

like Daesh.
“The Iraqi

territorial integrity, particularly
amid terrorist attacks by groups

government is

halt Israeli attacks in Gaza, end the
75-year occupation of Palestinian
lands, and support the oppressed
Palestinian nation.

(IRGC) against an Israeli Mossad-
affiliated target in Iraq’s Kurdistan
region. Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani made
the remarks in a statement issued
on Friday, underscoring that the
Islamic Republic has no hesitation
in punishing criminals.

“The Islamic Republic’s action
was taken in accordance with
the legitimate right to counter
terrorist  elements affiliated
with the Zionist regime in Erbil,
Irag, who had threatened and

deterrent measures against the
sources of threat to its national
security, defend the security of
its citizens and punish criminals,’
he added.He highlighted the
significance of respecting Irag’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity
which is among the core principles
in Tehran’s diplomatic relations with
Baghdad.

Thelraniandiplomatemphasized
Iran’s responsible approach in
recent years to safeguarding
Irag’s security, sovereignty, and

expected to stand committed to
the security agreement signed
between the two countries last
year, and to fully implement its

provisions,” Kanaani stressed.
Characterizing the lIran-Iraq
relationship as “strong” and

“comprehensive,” he stated that
the unbreakable bonds between
the two nations are anchored in
common interests and mutual
expediencies.

Furthermore, Kanaani urged the
Arab League to use its efforts to

The IRGC launched missiles at an
Israeli Mossad espionage center
in Iragi Kurdistan, completely
destroying it at midnight on
Monday. Peshraw Majid Agha
Dizayee, a Kurdish oil tycoon with
ties to Mossad involved in the
illegal export of Iragi oil to the Tel
Aviv regime, was among those
killed. The Arab League condemned
Iran’s missile strikes, alleging a
violation of Irag’s sovereignty, as
stated by Ahmed Aboul Gheit, the
head of the regional organization.

VP to attend NAM summit in Uganda

TEHRAN - Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber will travel to Uganda to
attend the 19th Summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) that is to be held in Kampala
on January 19 and 20.

In addition to delivering a speech at the
summit, Mokhber plans to engage in bilateral
meetings with some participating countries.

The 19th NAM Summit under the leadership
of Uganda is being held under the theme
“Deepening Cooperation for Shared Global
Affluence” and brings together more than 120
developing countries on a platform of crucial
historic significance.

About 4,000 guests from different member
states are expected to attend the summit that
seeks to address pressing global issues and
foster cooperation among member states.

The summit aims to review the movement’s
principled positions on global issues pertaining
to development, human rights, peace and
security, and the promotion and preservation
of multilateralism, in line with the Charter of
the United Nations and the Bandung Founding
Principles of the NAM.

Uganda recently took over chairmanship of
the Non-Aligned Movement from Azerbaijan.
Referring to the summit, Ugandan Minister

of Foreign Affairs Jeje Odongo stressed the
continued significance of the NAM in the face of
increasingly complex international challenges.

NAM is the second-largest group of
countries after the United Nations, founded
in 1961 at the height of the Cold War between
the West and East. The movement officially
existed during the Bandung Conference of
1955, where leaders from 29 Asian and African
countries convened to establish a platform
that would maintain global peace and stability
while staying independent of the superpower
conflicts.

Elements behind shooting in Saravan arrested

TEHRAN- The police force of Sistan and
Baluchestan province has apprehended the
individuals responsible for the recent shooting
incident at a police headquarters in Saravan.

Brigadier General Doost Ali Jalilian, commander of
the provincial police force, confirmed the arrests and
stated that during the operation, four individuals
were taken into custody and two Colt and one
Kalashnikov firearms were seized.

General Jalilian emphasized that the police are
committed to maintaining public order and safety
and will not tolerate any disturbance or disruption
of peace. He assured the public that the police
will continue to take decisive action against any
individuals or groups that pose a threat to the
security of the community.

Earlier in January, Iranian security forces
apprehended and neutralized a key member of
terrorist groups in a successful operation conducted

in the southeastern city of Bampur.

The operation resulted in a confrontation
with the armed terrorist element, leading to his
elimination. The apprehended individual was
identified as Mullah Akram Naroi, who was directly
involved in the recent terrorist attack on the Rask
police headquarters.The brutal assault on the police
outpost in southeast Iran claimed the lives of 11
police officers and left at least six others injured.



By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Despite grappling with
security threats, Tehran remains
steadfast in its focus on its primary
adversary, Israel.

In recent times, Iran has found
itself contending with an escalating
array of security challenges, further
exacerbating an already complex
situation. The recent spate of
terrorist attacks in Iran, namely
in Rask and Kerman, has sent
shockwaves through the country,
indicating that these meticulously
planned and executed operations,
targeting civilian populations. They
have raised a multitude of questions
regarding their underlying motives
and the identity of the perpetrators.

On January 18, Israeli Prime
Minister ~ Benjamin  Netanyahu
explicitly declared, “Who says

we aren’t attacking Iran? We are
attacking Iran” underscoring the
direct involvement of the Tel Aviv
regime in orchestrating recent
terrorist attacks within Iran.

In navigating the recent security
threats it faces, Iran has adeptly
addressed the challenges by
identifying and  implementing
preparatory measures.

No distraction accepted

Iran’s eyes on Israel

to establishing security and peace
in the region while staunchly
defending its territorial integrity.
Such  assertive actions are
emblematic of Tehran's proactive
stance in addressing threats to

regional stability, reflecting a
complex geopolitical landscape
where  security  considerations

intertwine with the imperative of
safeguarding national borders.

While Iran confronts various
threats, it is essential to recognize
that Tehran's engagement with
these challenges does not translate
into a neglect of the longstanding
issue of Palestine and the enduring
struggles of its people.

watchful gaze of Tehran.

This unwavering acknowledgment
underscores Iran’s commitment to
raising its voice against injustice
and standing in solidarity with
the oppressed, even in the face of
geopolitical complexities and global
power dynamics.

The recognition of the Palestinian
cause serves as a moral compass
guiding Iran’s foreign policy in
navigating the broader challenges
of West Asia.ln a calculated move,
Tel Aviv orchestrated some terrorist
operations with the intention of
diverting attention away from the
longstanding  Palestinian issue.
However, the efficacy of this plan is

that underscores the enduring
significance  and  unwavering
commitment to justice.

The actions of the apartheid
regime in Gaza are glaring and
cannot be concealed from the
global  consciousness.  Despite
diplomatic and media endeavors to
distort the realities on the ground,
the oppression suffered by the
Palestinians remains a stark and
undeniable truth.

The tenacity of truth and the
enduring narrative of the Palestinian
people persist, compelling the
world to turn its gaze toward the
urgent imperative of unwavering
commitment to justice.

The path to justice demands not
only acknowledgment but a sincere
and unwavering effort to confront
and address the multifaceted
challenges faced by the Palestinian
population.Israel’s recent scheme to
orchestrate terrorist attacks against
Tehran, akin to its historical pattern
of diverting attention to obscure its
actions in Gaza, appears poised for
futility. This strategic maneuver,
aimed at camouflaging the regime’s
war crimes in the besieged enclave,
is met with skepticism regarding its

In a coordinated effort, Tehran
executed a strategic operation
targeting the Mossad headquarters
in Erbil, along with several ISIS
bases in Syria, and most recently,
the headquarters of separatist
terrorists in Pakistan.

This comprehensive approach
underscores Iran’s commitment

The indomitable struggle and
courageous
Palestinian people are evident to
all, and Iran, too, is keenly attuned

the support of its American and
Western allies, remain under the

dubious at best.

The international
and

resistance of the

community,
notably Tehran,
vigilant, refusing to be swayed

attempt to sideline the issue is
met with a collective resilience

potential success.

As the international community
scrutinizes the intricacies of West
Asia, it is crucial to remain vigilant

remains

to this reality. Moreover, the from addressing the core against such diversionary tactics
egregious acts of cruelty and war  concerns surrounding the and uphold a commitment to
crimes perpetrated by Israel, with  Palestinian  predicament. ~ This  unveiling the truth surrounding

both the orchestrated attacks and
the underlying issues in Gaza.

Iran to retaliate slightest of enemies’ missteps,
Parliament speaker warns

TEHRAN - Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf says Iran will
answer to every misstep of enemies and the
slightest harm on the country with the utmost
power.

“If the enemy makes a misstep, the power of
the Islamic Republic will be demonstrated with
powerful missiles,” stated Ghalibafin a ceremony
that was held on Thursday.

He expressed gratitude for the operations
carried out by the Islamic Revolution Guard
corps (IRGC) against Daesh positions in Syria.

Late on Monday, the IRGC launched a series of
ballistic missiles toward an Israeli spy center in
the Kurdistan region of Irag, while also hitting
targets linked to Daesh terrorists in northern
Syria.

In a statement, the IRGC said the attacks were

in response to recent terrorist attacks in the
southeastern cities of Kerman and Rask as well
as the assassination of a senior IRGC commander
in Damascus earlier this month.

“Regarding the recent terrorist incident in
Kerman city of Iran, where Daesh terror group
committed a heinous crime, other countries
could witness the magnificence and strength
of the Iranian people and government in the
response given to the terrorists” Ghalibaf
commented.

He further stated that this action by the
Islamic Republic not only damaged Daesh but
also sent a message to all its supporters. “All
powers witnessed that if the enemy makes a
misstep and inflicts the slightest harm on our
nation and country, slightly changing the angle
of the missiles is enough for them to witness the
power of Iran,” he further noted.

The senior lawmaker also talked about the
ongoing conflict in the Gaza Strip, underscoring
the resilience of Palestinians in defending their
country even after the passage of more than 100
days of non-stop war.

He continued that the United States and
the Zionist regime, hoping that after 75 years,
Palestine and its people would be forgotten,
embarked on a genocidal act.

“However,” he mentioned, “nowadays, the
culture of jihad and martyrdom has transformed
the issue of Palestine into not just a concern
for the Islamic world but a foremost issue for
all humans who, regardless of their diverse
backgrounds, have a sense of humanity. People
worldwide now speak about Palestine and
defend its people, and this is a result of the
culture of jihad and martyrdom.”

Alborz destroyer escorts commercial ships in Red Sea

Frome Page 1 » Additionally,
Admiral Irani underscored the
educational  significance  of
sending Iranian Navy cadets on
internships to international waters.
He described this as a valuable
opportunity for young officers
to gain firsthand experience in

navigating the harsh conditions
of the sea and adapting to the
challenges of maritime operations.

The deployment of Iranian
warships to the Red Sea has been
a persistent feature since 2009,
driven by the country’s desire to

safeguard shipping routes and
protect its economic interests.
This recent deployment comes
amid rising tensions in the region
following the devastating conflict
in  Gaza, where Israeli military
operations have caused widespread
civilian casualties.

Intelligence Ministry arrests ISIS ringleaders

TEHRAN- The Iranian Intelligence Ministry has
arrested several ISIS terrorist group leaders, foiled a
planned attack on a police station, and neutralized
two terroristsAccording to a statement by the
Ministry of Intelligence, these two terrorists were
planning to carry out another operation in Iran.

The ministry stated that the arrested terrorist
elements have been transferred to detention
centers for further investigation.

“Two Takfiri terrorists, who had entered the
country a few days after the criminal incident
in Kerman to conduct another operation, were
surrounded and killed by the Anonymous Soldiers
in the Kerman Province,” the ministry said.

“This operation successfully disrupted a two-
stage and dangerous scenario of an attack on one
of the police centers,” the statement added.

Also, two very strong homemade bombs
weighing 20 kilograms were seized. In addition
to the bombs, 10 electric detonators, 4 simple
detonators, one American MP4 machine gun with
8 magazine blades and 278 cartridges, and one
Kalashnikov machine gun with 5 magazine blades
and 181 cartridges, 7 grenades, 2 normal and night
vision cameras, 2 wireless devices, 3 remotes,
12 meters of wire with gunpowder and electric
fuses and significant amounts of other related
equipment were seized.

Among those arrested was Mohammed Imran
Tanveer, a key leader of the ISIS terrorist group known
as Abu Imran. Tanveer, a bomb-making expert for
ISIS, is a close associate of Abdullah Tajiki, another
prominent terrorist element within the group.

Tanveer joined ISIS eight years ago and has
operated in various countries across the region,
rising to prominence within this terrorist group.

Among those apprehended is Mahtab (male), a
senior ISIS element who was closely associated with
Abdullah Tajiki, another prominent ISIS figure. Mahtab
is currently under interrogation, providing valuable
insights into the group’s activities in the country.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

9 Dey defense system makes debut in Aseman Velayat drill

TEHRAN- The Islamic  system's successful performance  posed by electronic and cyber warfare.
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) underscores  Iran’s  unwavering He elaborated that the focus
Aerospace  Force  successfully —commitment to enhancing its air  on indigenous defense systems,

deployed its newly unveiled 9 Dey  defense
short-range air defense system

during the Aseman Velayat joint drill.

The system intercepted and
destroyed various low-altitude targets
during the operational phase of the
exercise.Brigadier  General Abbas
Farajpour, the drill's spokesperson,
highlighted the significance of this
achievement, stating that the 9 Dey

capabilities.He
emphasized that this capability has
proven instrumental in safeguarding
the nation against aerial threats, the
including attempts by
powers” to undermine Iran’s security.

General Farajpour also noted that
the Aseman Velayat drill placed a
strong emphasis on addressing
emerging threats, particularly those

further

“arrogant  gecure

various  layers

tailored to counter these threats,
was a key element of the exercise.

Additionally, the drill underscored
importance of establishing
communications
within
integrated air defense network.
General Farajpour emphasized
the need to maintain the integrity
of cyber and electronic security

while ensuring the stability of
communications at all levels.

The  successful  deployment
of the 9 Dey system during the
Aseman Velayat drill represents
a significant milestone in Iran’s
defense  modernization efforts.
This advanced air defense system
further strengthens Iran’s ability to
protect its airspace from a range of
threats, demonstrating the nation’s
determination to safeguard its
sovereignty and national security.

across
Iran’s

. | IRAN IN FOCUS

Iran into 2024 IWBF
AOZ final

TEHRAN - Iran’s men wheelchair basketball
team crushed Japan's Paralympic dreams,
securing a 63-48 win and advancing to their
second consecutive Asia Oceania Championships
final.

Team Melli will play the winners of Australia
and South Korea in the final match.

Iran had previously defeated South Korea 67-
48, Thailand 86-51, Japan 74-65, China 84-53 and
Afghanistan 81-41and lost to Australia 69-60.

The winners of both the men’s and women’s
competition will qualify directly for the Paris
2024 Paralympic Games.

The IWBF Asia Oceania Zone started on Jan. 12
in Bangkok, Thailand and will run until Jan. 20.

Iran beaten by
Qatarat 2024
Asian Handball
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran suffered their third loss in a
row in the 2024 Asian Handball Championship,
losing to Qatar 27-23 on Friday.

Team Melli had previously defeated New
Zealand and China in the preliminary round but
lost to South Korea 26-24 and Japan 25-23.

Iran will play the UAE in Group | on Sunday.

The 2024 Asian Men's Handball Championship
is the 21st edition of the championship scheduled
to be held from 11 to 25 Jan. in Bahrain, under the
aegis of Asian Handball Federation (AHF).

Its the third time in history that the
championship is organized by the Bahrain
Handball Federation.

It also acts as a qualification tournament for
the 2025 World Men’s Handball Championship,
with top four teams from the championship
directly qualifying for the event.

If New Zealand finish inside the top five, they
are qualified as well as the representative of
Oceania.

Hossein Vafaei out
of 2024 World Grand
Prix

TEHRAN - Hossein Vafaei lost to Welshman
Mark Williams 4-1 in the 2024 World Grand Prix
last 16.

Williams will face China's Cao Yupeng in the
quarterfinals.

Vafaei had defeated English snooker player
Matthew Selt 4-3 in his opening match.

The event features a total prize fund of
£380,000, with the winner receiving £100,000.

The tournament is taking place from January
15 to 21 at the Morningside Arena in Leicester,
England.

It features the top 32 players in the one-year
ranking list as it stood after the 2023 Scottish Open.

26 Countries to
compete at 2024
Asian Indoor
Athletics C’ships

TEHRAN- The caretaker president of the
Athletics Federation of Iran says that 26 countries
will participate in the 2024 Asian Indoor Athletics
Championships.

The Championships will be held in Tehran, the
capital of Iran, from February 17 to 19, 2024.

Iran has the chance to win six quotas for the
2024 Olympic Games, Mobini had previously said.

“Hosting the 2024 Asian Indoor Athletics
Championships is a good opportunity for the
Iranian athletes to win medals,” he added.

Mobini had predicted a total of 15 countries
would take part in the event but he said on
Thursday a total of 26 countries have been
confirmed for the Asian Indoor Athletics
Championships.
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Bonyadifar

to officiate
Oman,Thailand at
2023 AFC Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iranian official Moud Bonyadifar has
been appointed to officiate the match between
Thailand and Oman in Group F of the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup.

The match will be held at the Abdullah bin
Khalifa Stadium in Doha on Sunday.

Saeid Ghasemi and Alireza Ildorom will assist
him in this match.

Alireza Faghani will be the fourth official.

Branko Ivankovic
refuses to take
charge of Persepolis

TEHRAN - Branko Ivankovic has refused
to take charge of Iranian football club
Persepolis.

The Iranian giants, who have parted ways
with Yahya Golmohammadi in early January,
were hopeful to reach an agreement with
the Croat but he has not accepted to lead
Persepolis.

Ivankovic currently leads Oman national
football team, where his team are drawn in Group
F of the 2023 AFC Asian Cup along with Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, and Kyrgyzstan.

Ivankovic, 70, led Persepolis from 2015 to 2019
and won three Iran league titles, one Hazfi Cup
and three Super Cups with the Iranian popular
football team.

Osmar Loss Vieira, who has worked as
assistant coach in Persepolis since July 2022, is
a candidate to lead the team.

FFIRI President Taj
visits Esteghlal
forward Yamga

TEHRAN - Head of the Football Federation
Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) visited Esteghlal
forward Kevin Yamga in Tehran'’s hospital.

The French striker has undergone
eye surgery after suffering an injury in
Esteghlal’s training.

“Football in the world is a place for
friendship, love and enjoyment, and my
presence here goes beyond the names
of teams and colors. | am here as a
representative of the Iranian football fans,’
Taj said.

The 28-year-old striker joined Esteghlal in
October 2021 and helped the team win Iran
league in the 2021-22 season.

Abdelkarim Hassan
close to Persepolis
move: report

TEHRAN - Qatari defender Abdelkarim
Hassan is edging closer to a move to Iranian
giants Persepolis.

The media reports suggest that Persepolis
have reached an initial agreement with the
31-year-old left back.

Abdelkarim won the Asian Footballer of the
Year award in 2018.

He was part of Qatar team at 2019 AFC Asian
Cup and helped them win their first continental
title.

Hassan has most recently played for
Kuwaiti club Al-Jahra. On 21 December 2022,
the management of Al Sadd announced
that Abdelkarim Hassan has been excluded
from the football first team permanently.
This comes due to the player’s outlook not
matching the goals and aspirations of the
team for the upcoming period. On 25 January
2023, Hassan joined for Kuwaiti Premier
League club Al-Jahra.

Persepolis have parted ways head coach
Yahya Golmohammadi in early January and are
negotiating with Oman coach Branko Ivankovic
for the vacant seat.



ECONOMY

JANUARY 20, 2024

Straight Truth

5 major petchem projects to go
operational by late March

TEHRAN - Iran’s Oil Minister Javad Oji has said
five major petrochemical projects will become
operational by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 19, 2024), Shana reported.

Speaking in a cabinet session on Wednesday,
the minister said: “In addition to the five projects,
the implementation of several semi-finished
projects suspended since 2004 and 2006 has also
been resumed”

The project of Hamedan Ibn Sina Petrochemical
Company, which was approved during a visit of
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei to the western province in 2004,
had been left undecided, explained Oji, saying
the project is now in progress as the government
allocated $1.0 billion to complete it.

Despite the public investment made by 98,000
people, Zanjan Petrochemical Company had also
been among the pending projects since 2006,
the top official recalled and added the project
operations restarted and its progress has reached
53 percent from 18 percent.

Golestan, Torbat Heidarieh, and Boroujen
petrochemical projects are also among the
underway projects, according to the minister.

0ji said the mentioned projects will help prevent
the sale of raw materials, generate revenues in
foreign currency, and create job opportunities.

The head of Iran’s National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) said on Tuesday the country’s
industry welcomes foreign investment but does
not wait for foreign companies’ participation
to pursue its development projects, NIPNA
reported.

Delivering a speech during a ceremony to
celebrate the 50th establishment anniversary
of Bandar Imam Petrochemical Complex in
Mahshahr, a city in the southwestern province
of Khuzestan, Morteza Shahmirzaei said a
comprehensive roadmap for completing the
petrochemical industry’s value chain according to

the existing upstream feeds will be finalized and
presented within the next month so that with its
implementation, Iran’s petrochemical industry will
reach its real position in the world.

The official has previously said that completing
the value chain is not a motto, while it is a top
agenda of the NPC’s activities, it is a program and
a duty.Referring to the rapid development of the
petrochemical industry from basic products to
the end of the value chain in the 13th government,
Morteza Shah-Mirzaei reiterated: “Completing the
value chain of the petrochemical industry is not a
slogan; As an inviolable strategy, it is a task, plan
and duty that my colleagues are following up with
all their efforts.”

The official further put the country’s
petrochemical production capacity at over 92
million tons, and said: “Today we are almost
self-sufficient in the main petrochemical sectors
including products and equipment.”

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts for 28
percent of the region’s petrochemical capacity and
2.7 percent of the world’s petrochemical capacity,
the NPC head announced.

Stating that Iran’s petrochemical industry
exported more than 16 billion dollars of
petrochemical products to the world markets
last year, he added that the products supplied to
the world markets are in excess of the domestic
demand, because the priority of the petrochemical
industry is to meet the domestic needs in order to
complete the value chain.

He pointed to the development of energy
diplomacy in the 13th government and said
the activity program in offshore petrochemical
industries is being followed seriously and good
successes have been achieved in this regard. With
the expansion of relations with neighboring and
aligned countries, other countries have demanded
the supply of catalysts, equipment and machinery
from Iran.

Oji meets Turkmen president to discuss

TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Minister
Javad Qji and Turkmenistan’s
President Serdar Berdimuhamedov
held talks to discuss ways to
promote cooperation in the oil and
gas fields in Ashgabat on Thursday.

0Oji who arrived in Turkmenistan
on Wednesday for a two-day visit,
met with top Turkmen officials and
exchanged views on various issues
including gas trade, exports of oil
products and technical-engineering
services, and equipment, Shana
reported.

The Head of the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC) Majid Chegeni,
Deputy Oil Minister for International
Affairs and Trade Ahmad Asadzadeh,
the Adviser to the Minister and the
Head of the Ministerial Office Payam
Kehtari also accompanied Oji during
hisvisit.Carrying amessage from Iran’s
President Ebrahim Raisi to his Turkmen
counterpart  Berdimuhamedov, Oji
also talked to Turkmenistan’s Foreign
Minister Rashid Meredov and Deputy
Prime Minister for Oil and Gas Batyr
Amanov.

On December 19, 2023, Raisi, in his
phone talks with Berdimuhamedov,
expressed his satisfaction with the
considerable growth of bilateral
relations, particularly the increase
in the two nations’ trade volume, in
recent years.

|I' I/

The Iranian  president also
stressed the need to speed up
the implementation of the energy,
transport, and transit agreements
reached between the two countries
during the Iran-Turkmenistan Joint
Economic Cooperation Commission
meeting Berdimuhamedov, for his
part, expressed his gratitude to Iran
for its active participation in the joint
commission and side exhibitions,
saying Turkmenistan is ready to
broaden cooperation with Iran and put
bilateral energy, transport, transit, and
cultural agreements into action.

Iran and Turkmenistan have called
for developing mutual customs
ties during a meeting between
the customs officials of the two
countries in last March.

During the meeting, Head

expni f energy ti
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of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs ~ Administration  (IRICA)
Mohammad Rezvani-Far, and the
head of the State Customs Service of
Turkmenistan Maksat Hudaykulyev
stressed the need for launching a
joint custom gate.

The officials discussed major
issues in two rounds of meetings.
The first round was held at Khorasan
Razavi Customs, and the second
round was held at Hudan Customs of
Turkmenistan.

Boosting cooperation and trade in
four customs borders, establishing
joint border customs, signing a
memorandum on training, holding
regular joint meetings between
the two sides, enhancing border
markets, and removal of restrictions
were among the topics discussed

es

during these meetings.

Pointing out that the 13th
government pays special attention
to the development of economic
and border interactions with
neighboring  countries, Rezvani-
Far said that the development of
economic interactions, especially
with neighboring countries, is a
top priority for the incumbent
government in Iran.

Calling  for  strengthening
economic ties with Turkmenistan,
he highlighted that the two states’
economic  cooperation  would
multiply the volume of trade
between the two countries.

Also in last February,
senior officials from Iran and
Turkmenistan’s  oil, gas, and
petrochemical sectors have held
talks on the sidelines of the Islamic
Republic’s 14th special exhibition
in Ashgabat, to explore avenues of

mutual cooperation.

Headed by Deputy Oil Minister
for Engineering, Research, and
Technology Vahid-Reza Zeidifard,
the Iranian delegation met and
discussed cooperation in various
areas with the representatives of
Turkmenistan’s national oil, gas
and petrochemical companies in
separate meetings.

PMO head underlines financial discipline in port affairs

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) has called on the country’s
port managers to comply with financial discipline
in their affairs, the PMO portal reported.

Speaking in a meeting with the planning deputy
heads of the country’s ports, Ali-Akbar Safaei said:
“In a transformational planning, all activities and
actions in financial, human resources and support
fields should be done in the form of one or more
intelligent systems using specialized software.”

Emphasizing the necessity of compliance of all
financial statements with laws and regulations,

he said: “In the past two years, the Ports and
Maritime Organization has enjoyed the necessary
transparency and discipline in terms of submitting
financial reports to relevant organizations.”

While Iran is combating the US. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and imports play a
significant role in this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more development of
them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government to
define projects for more development of the

ports and also take some measures to encourage
investment making in ports, in addition to
facilitating the loading and unloading of goods,
especially basic commodities, there.

[t is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization has defined a high number
of projects to develop and improve the country’s
ports, as the country aims to double the capacity
of its ports in five years.According to the PMO, the
capacity of the country’s ports has increased from
180 million tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392
(ended in March 2014) to 250 million tons in 1399
(ended in March 2021).

Raisi visits Tehran Province’s eastern counties

From page 1 » According to
Raisi, the traffic between Tehran,
Damavand and  Firuzkuh s
considered a capacity for these
cities, and considering the good
weather of the region many people

and investors are eager to do
business in the area, so solving the
problems of the mentioned cities
requires instant action.

He stated that supporting
agriculture and animal husbandry in

Firuzkuh can transform the economy
of this region.

“Promoting thetourismeconomy
in Firuzkuh and Damavand is one
of the important axes that the
government is pursuing,” he said.

‘ICCIMA following service-oriented approach’

TEHRAN - The head of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
has said the chamber is following
a service-oriented approach, and in
this regard necessary measures are
being taken to facilitate inclusive
membership.

Speaking at a gathering of
the technical and commercial
service managers of the provincial
chambers across the country,
Hossein  Selahvarzi emphasized
the importance of being service-
oriented and said: “In the 10th term
of the ICCIMA management, we will

Annual imports of agricultural
products stand at $15b

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s
Planning and Budget Organization
(PBO) said every year about $15
billion worth of agricultural
products are imported into the
country, IRNA reported.

Davoud Manzour said most of the
imported products can be produced
inside the country, and to limit the
imports the government should
tap into the capacities of domestic
producers.

pursue inclusive membership and
we have put our serious focus on
diversifying and expanding the level
of services”

According to Selahvarzi, the
ICCIMA should not rely on small
membership incomes and move
towards inclusive membership.

“Every year, 15 billion dollars of
various agricultural products are
imported into the country, and for
the production of these products,
the capacity of the northern
provinces should be used more”
Manzour said.

Over 36,000 tons of red meat produced in a month

TEHRAN- Production of red meat
in Iran stood at 36,823 tons in the
ninth month of the current Iranian
calendar year (November 22-Decemebr
21, 2023), showing a 26 percent fall
compared to the same month in the
past year, the Statistical Center of Iran
(SCI) reported.

As reported, beef and veal had the
lion’s share in the country’s red meat
output during the ninth month with
20,436 tons, followed by lamb and
mutton with 12,711 tons, goat meat
with 2,564 tons, and red meat from
other livestock with 1,112 tons.

Supply of red meat in the ninth

month also fell one percent from the
eighth month.

In last July, the chairman of the
National Union of Light Livestock
Producers stressed the need to support
domestic producers of red meat. Afshin
Sadr-Dadras said that the subsidy that
is allocated to support consumers for
imported meat should be allocated to
support domestic production.

He reiterated that the country’s
livestock industry needs serious
support, adding that if the problem
of the livestock industry is not taken
seriously, due to the lack of liquidity of
the producers, there is a possibility of

a decrease in production in the second
half of the current Iranian calendar year
(September 22, 2023-March 20, 2024).

Iran is among the leading consumers
of red meat in the West Asia region
with lamb being the most sought after.
However, the consumption per person
is around a third of what is normally
seen in countries like the US. and
Australia, mainly due to the prohibition
of pork in Islamic law.

The major part of Iran’s red meat
imports comes from countries like
Brazil, where Iranian supervisors
directly control culling methods to
ensure they comply with religious rules.

Whereveryou are and wheneverin 24 hours, you
can apply to receive a Melli Mehrabani loan online
at the shortest time.

According to BMI public relations, to receive a Melli
Mehrabani interest-free loan, you can authenticate
online in the BAM application and open an account
with the Melli Mehrabani plan.

Of course, applicants who already have an accountin
BMI can open the account and skip the authentication
step.

After opening the account, you can submit an
application for SMS activation and credit card
issuance. Issuing a credit card makes it possible
to transfer money and buy online from all portals
instantly, but to have a physical card, you can go to
the closest BMI branch.

Now you have to work with your Mehrabani

Receiving a Mehrabani
3 billion Rials loaninthe
shortesttime

account! Since your average turnover of youraccount
is calculated over a period of 1to 12 months, and
considering the repayment period, you can get your
loan after at least one month.

This plan does not require you to deposit a fixed
amount, so after opening an account with the
Mehrabani plan, you can work with the account,
deposit and debit, and no amount of money will be
blocked in your account. In addition, you can use
the Mehrabani loan calculator in the Bam system
to calculate this loan based on your own conditions.

A Melli Mehrabani interest-free loan is granted
to theapplicants by taking into account the average
turnover of one to 12 months of the account, a fee
of 2 to 4 percent, repayment of six to 60 months,
and avalid guarantor corresponding to the declared
credit rating.

Receive loans from Kargoshaee Bank with gold
guarantee at the shortest time.

According to BMI public relations, applicants
can give their gold to the bank as a guarantee
and recive one of the interest-free or Murabaha
contract (reward) loans from Kargoshaee Bank
in the shortest time.

Bank Kargoshaee currently pays applicants
Murabaha loans (reward) to meet essential micro-
financial requirements with an individual limit
and, without an average account balance, up to
200 million Rials and a interest-free loan with an
individual limit, up to 50 million Rials, respectively,
foratleast 60 and 25 grams of gold, jewelry and
coins, through 13 branches and 42 active circles
across the country.

In order to meet the micro-financial needs
of the applicants instantly well and to facilitate
the granting of Murabaha loans, this bank also
grants Murabaha, in anew plan, considering the
customer’s six-month average account balance
with Kargoshaee Bank, respectively, from 5to 20
percent of the total loan amount with a maximum

\of 20 to 50 grams of manufactured gold, up to

Receiving a loan from Kargoshaee Bankin the
shortesttime

200 million Rials.

This loan is one of the easiest loans that
applicants can receive and there is no obligation
to repay monthly.

Kargoshaee Bank loan in the shortest time and
without a guarantor, is a way for the bank to be
with its customers in times of need for medical
expenses, educational grants, dowry, housing
deposits, etc.

Riyal services (opening all kinds of deposits),
depositing and keeping gold, jewelry and coins,
handing over trust funds to customers, etc. are
other services of Kargoshaee Bank.

Itisto benoted thatitis possible to give gold
as a guarantee for receiving a loan in all Bank
Melli branches, so that credit applicants of BMI
branches can benefit from the plan, using gold,
jewelry, and coins as guarantee to Kargoshaee
Bank, instead of a third party guarantee.

Considering the foundations of Islamic banking,
equipping and using financial resources and
extensive efforts, Kargoshaee Bank is strongly
a contributorto solving people’s problems and a
source of blessings.




U.S. imperialism in Red Sea at risk

From page 1 » Ryder has also
declined to answer questions
about leaks to the New York
Times suggesting little damage
has been made to Ansarullah’s
military capability.

It is important to point out
that Ansarullah survived (and
effectively triumphed) eight
years of war led by the US. and a
Saudi-led coalition, which began
in March 2015.

It's not like Ansarullah is new
to this game. They have military
expertise. They have a history
with the US. also during the
American-Saudi war with Yemen.

The vast majority of bombs
dropped on Ansarullah during
this period were US.-made
munitions.  Throughout this
time, Ansarullah staged its own
attacks against Saudi targets,
bypassing U.S.-made defense
systems.

The popular movement and
government in Sanaa, which
controls most of Yemen, has also
upgraded its military technology,
capacities, and tactics. It can
launch missiles at Israeli and U.S.
ships from the back of modified
trucks.

These modified vehicles are
very easy to move around and
have left experts questioning if
U.S. warships stationed in the
Red Sea will start going after
trucks in Yemen.

The U.S. can continue bombing
Yemen and Ansarullah positions
for a long time, but history
suggests that Ansarullah can
also retain its ability to close the
Red and Arabian seas to Israeli
and American shipping for a very
long time as well.

Ansarullah didn't become so
popular if it had not been for
the vast support its government
receives back home in Yemen.

On Thursday the movement’s
leader, Abdul-Malik al-Houthi,
called on the Yemeni people to go
out on Friday in their millions to
rally in support of Palestine, and
participate in the funeral of the
“martyrs of the American-British
aggression”.

He also said it was “a great
honor” to be in direct support of
the Palestinians in Gaza and in
confrontation with the Israelis,
Americans and the British.

Answering the «call, mass
demonstrations  took place
across Yemen on  Friday,

including a  million-strong
march in Saada governorate,
under the slogan “standing with
Palestine.. and America is the
mother of terrorism,” in support
of the Palestinians in Gaza
and to condemn the American
aggression against Yemen.

In  other provinces, the
statement of the rallies was
the same, vowing that the

American aggression would not
prevent the Yemeni people from
supporting the Palestinians.

Speakers blessed the military
operations of the Yemeni armed
forces that targeted Israeli and
American ships and prevented
navigation toward the ports
in the occupied Palestinian
territories.

Others pointed out, “The
United States’ classification
(relisting  Ansarullah as a
terrorist organization) targeting
the Yemeni people and serving
the interests of the Zionist entity
will not affect Yemen’s position
towards Palestine.”

Ansarullah spokesperson and
chief negotiator, Muhammad
Abdel Salam, stated that the
continuation of the American-
British moves in launching
raids on Yemen highlights their
“insistence on continued Israeli
bombardment of Gaza and
protecting the Israeli entity”.

The question for the US. and
President Biden, in particular, is
how far is he willing to go against
a defiant Ansarullah. Is he
enthusiastic to open a new front
in the Israeli war on Gaza and
escalate already high tensions in
the region?

Analysts have also speculated
whether Ansarullah will expand
its operations against regional
U.S. naval bases or if Biden will
tell Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to end Israels
massacres against Palestinian
women and children in Gaza,
allowing the Red Sea to return to
its normal business.

Experts believe that the
longer the massacres against
Palestinian civiliansintheenclave
continue, the ripple effect will be
felt by the U.S. hegemony in the
region, particularly in the Red
Sea.

NATO announces largest war games ‘for decades

NATO is set to hold its largest round of war games
in decades, with some 90,000 troops from all 31
member states - as well as Sweden - planning to
participate. The drills will run for several months,
and see training operations held across Europe.

Dubbed “Steadfast Defender 2024, the exercise
will kick off next week and continue into May, the US-
led military bloc’s Supreme Allied Commander for
Europe Christopher Cavoli announced at a Thursday
press briefing.

“Exercise Steadfast Defender 2024 will be the
largest NATO exercise in decades, with participation
from approximately 90,000 forces from all 31 Allies
and our good partner Sweden,” Cavoli said, adding

that the drills would simulate an “emerging conflict
scenario against a near-peer adversary.”

At least 1100 combat vehicles are also set to take
part in the war games - including 133 tanks and 533
infantry fighting vehicles - in addition to more than
50 naval vessels from aircraft carriers to destroyers.
Around 80 helicopters, drones and fighter jets will
join them.

Cavoli went on to say that the training operations
would show NATO's ability to “reinforce the Euro-
Atlantic area via trans-Atlantic movement of forces
from North America,” suggesting the drills would
rehearse a major US deployment to the continent.

The legal case against Biden for enabling Israel’s genocide

against Gaza

shield Israel from international

As the judges at The Hague
deliberate on South Africa’s
indictment of Israel, a lawsuit
against senior US. officials for
supporting genocide is set to
begin in federal court.

A panel ofjudges at the
International Court of Justice
in The Hague has entered
deliberations in the preliminary
phase of South Africa’s historic
suit against Israel, charging it
with carrying out a genocide

against the Palestinians of Gaza.
While a final ruling in the case
could take years, the judges will
rule on whether to order a halt to
continued Israeli military actions
pending a trial.

This week on Intercepted,
Katherine Gallagher, a senior
staff attormey at the Center
for Constitutional Rights,
discusses the ICJ case as well
as alawsuit in a new tab CCR
has filed against President Joe

Biden, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, and Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin for the support
and failure to prevent genocide
in Gaza. Arguments will begin
next week in federal court in
California.

Gallagher, Jeremy  Scahill,
and Murtaza Hussain discuss
what a ruling in South Africa’s
favor would mean for Israel’s
U.S.-backed war against Gaza
and how the US. may try to

consequences, as it has done
throughout history. They also
examine the history of the US.
judge who is currently president
of the ICJ, as well as US. laws
that require American officials
to take actions to prevent, not
enable, genocide, including one
that was sponsored by then-Sen.
Biden.

‘Il got along with Putin’: Trump

Former US president and Republican
Party frontrunner in the race for the Oval
Office Donald Trump has said that when he
was President he maintained good working
relations with his Russian colleague, Vladimir
Putin, and with leaders of several other
countries seen by Washington as adversaries.
He also insisted that the Ukraine conflict
would never have come to pass had he been

in office instead of Joe Biden.

Trump has on multiple occasions claimed
that he will be able to put an end to hostilities
between Kiev and Moscow within 24 hours if
he becomes president again.

President Biden’s leadership, or lack
thereof, has plunged the whole world into a
“mess,” he lamented in an interview with Fox
News’ Sean Hannity on Thursday.

“We have the worst president in history,’
the GOP frontrunner told Hannity.

He suggested that the incumbent US head
of state “can’t put two sentences together”
or “find his way off the stage when he makes
a very short speech” More importantly,
according to Trump, Biden “can’t negotiate,”
thus undermining the US’ global standing.

Gaza death toll reaches 24,762

The Palestinian death toll from

the ongoing Israeli onslaught on “The

had been injured in the offensive.
Israeli

occupation

under rubble and on the roads
as rescuers are unable to reach

around 85% of Gazans have
been displaced by the Israeli

the Gaza Strip since Oct. 7 has
climbed to 24,762, the Health
Ministry in the territory said
Friday.

In a statement, the ministry
added that 62,108 other people

committed 12 massacres of
families in the Gaza Strip, leaving
142 martyrs and 278 injured
during the past 24 hours,” the
ministry said.

“Many people are still trapped

them,” the statement said.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since a cross-border attack
by Hamas on Oct. 7, which Tel Aviv
says killed nearly 1,200 people.

According to the UN,

onslaught, while all of them
are food insecure. Hundreds of
thousands of people are living
without shelter, and less than
half of aid trucks are entering the
territory than before the start of
the conflict.

| INTERNATIONAL

UN official says
Gaza detainees
ill-treated and
humiliated

A UN human rights official has called for an end
to Israel’s ill treatment of Palestinian detainees in
Gaza, saying he had met men who had been held for
weeks, beaten and blindfolded with some released
in nappies.

“These are men who were detained by the Israeli
security forces in unknown locations for between 30
to 55 days,” Ajith Sunghay told reporters by video link
from Gaza.

“There are reports of men who are subsequently
released but only in diapers without any adequate
clothing in this cold weather”

Several videos shared by the Israeli army show
hundreds of Palestinian men stripped to their
underwear, sitting outdoors in the cold, sometimes
blindfolded. In a few videos, women and children
were also seen. The videos were taken at locations
across Gaza, including Beit Lahiya, Shujayea and
Jabalia.

According to the Euro-Med Human Rights
Monitor, multiple freed prisoners said that after
being made to curse themselves and disparage
Palestinian groups and political figures, they were
transferred in trucks to open-air detention facilities
where they endured beatings and other forms of
mistreatment.

American Moon
mission destroyed
over Pacific Ocean

After soaring hundreds of thousands of miles
through space and battling a propellant issue that
dashed its plans, the Peregrine lunar lander has
likely met its fiery end.

The spacecraft was expected to conclude its
truncated, 10-day journey around 4 p.m. ET Thursday
as it smashed into the Earth'’s thick atmosphere over
a remote area of the South Pacific Ocean, due east
of Australia.

Astrobotic Technology, the Pittsburgh-based
company that developed the Peregrine lander under
a contract with NASA, confirmed the spacecraft’s
demise, saying it lost contact with the vehicle
moments before the planned reentry time, which
“indicates the vehicle completed its controlled re-
entry over open water in the South Pacific”
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However, the company added in a social media
post, “we await independent confirmation from
government entities.”

The failed mission is a setback for Astrobotic
and NASA, whose overall goal is to create a stable
of commercially developed, relatively cheap lunar
landers capable of completing robotic missions
to the moon as the space agency works toward
a crewed lunar landing later this decade.

North Korea touts
‘underwater
nuclear weapons
system’

North Korea has tested a nuclear-capable
underwater attack drone in response to joint naval
exercises involving South Korea, the United States
and Japan, state media say.

Pyongyang tested the Haeil-5-23 in waters off
the east coast as the US and its allies were “seriously
threatening the security” of the country and
“destabilising the regional situation”, North Korea's
Ministry of Defence said in a statement carried by
the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Friday.

North Korea last year claimed to have tested the
drone twice, touting its ability to carry out sneak
attacks and destroy enemies with a “radioactive
tsunami” generated by an underwater explosion.

The weapon's operation has not been
independently verified, and South Korean officials
have said its capabilities are exaggerated.

Dutch PM

urges Israel to
‘drastically’ reduce
Gazaviolence

Mark Rutte says he held a phone conversation
with his Israeli counterpart in which he urged him
to “drastically” reduce the level of violence against
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and to immediately
pause fighting to let more aid into the besieged
territory

“Israel needs to let in much more relief goods
much quicker,” the prime minister said after the call
with Benjamin Netanyahu.

“We have talked about concrete measures to do

”

SO.

“No Witness shall live

- Since the Al-Agsa storm until the
end of 2023, Israel has killed 107
journalists and reporters
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Sa’d al-Saltaneh caravanserai set to
transform into traditional hotel

TEHRAN - Sa’d al-Saltaneh caravanse-
rai has undergone a massive restoration
in a significant step towards preserving
cultural heritage and promoting tourism,
Qazvin province’s tourism chief said on
Thursday.

The project aims not only to safeguard the
architectural and historical significance of
Sa'd al-Saltaneh but also to repurpose it into
a traditional hotel, blending the allure of the
past with the comforts of contemporary hos-
pitality, Alireza Khazaeli explained.

The project is being carried out under the
close supervision of cultural heritage ex-
perts, who are affiliated with the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, and is headed by the pri-
vate owner of the caravanserai, the official
said.

The caravanserai is flanked by a beautifully
restored Qajar-era bazaar of the same name
in Qazvin, which was once the capital of the
mighty Persian Empire, under the Safavids,
from 1548 to 98.

Last September, a selection of 54 roadside
inns won a UNESCO label under the name:
The Persian Caravanserai. The shortlist, how-
ever, is only a small percentage of the nu-
merous caravanserais built along the ancient
roads of Iran.

Caravanserai or caravansary is a com-
pound word combining “caravan” with “sara”;
the former stands for a group of travelers
and the latter means the building. They often
had massive portals supported by elevated
load-bearing walls. Guest rooms were con-
structed around the courtyard and stables
behind them, with doors in the corners of the
yard.

For centuries, caravanserais constitut-
ed key parts of a rich circuit of travel and
trade by providing shelter, food, and water
for caravans, pilgrims, and other trekkers.
For many travelers, staying in or even vis-
iting a centuries-old caravanserai can be a
broad experience; they have an opportunity
to feel the past, a time travel back to a for-
gotten age.

The earliest caravanserais in Iran were
built during the Achaemenid era (550 - 330
BC). Centuries later, when Shah Abbas | as-
sumed power from 1588 to 1629, he ordered
the construction of a network of caravanse-
rais across the country. Such roadside inns
were once constructed along ancient car-
avan routes in the Muslim world to shelter
people, their goods, and animals. The former
Silk Road may be the most famous example,
dotted with caravanserais.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites

Independence Hall

The Declaration of Independence (1776)
and the Constitution of the United States
(1787) were both signed in this building in
Philadelphia. The universal principles of
freedom and democracy set forth in these
documents are of fundamental importance
to American history and have also had a
profound impact on law-makers around
the world.

These events were conceived in a national
context, but the universal principles of free-
dom and democracy set forth in these two
documents have had a profound impact on
lawmakers and political thinkers around the
world.

They became the models for similar char-
ters of other nations, and may be considered
to have heralded the modern era of gov-
ernment. Independence Hall was designed
by attorney Andrew Hamilton in collabora-
tion with master builder Edmund Woolley to
house the Assembly of the Commonwealth
(colony) of Pennsylvania.

Begun in 1732 and finished in 1753, it is a
dignified brick structure with a wooden stee-
ple that once held the Liberty Bell. The build-
ing has undergone many restorations, nota-
bly by architect John Haviland in the 1830s
and under the direction of the National Park

Iran in frames

Service beginning in the 1950s, returning it
to its appearance during the years when the
new country’s Declaration of Independence
and Constitution were debated and signed. In
the Assembly Room, the momentous events
that occurred there are explained and their
international impact as well as the spread of
democracy are discussed.

The UNESCO-designated Independence
Hall is substantially authentic in terms of its
forms and designs, materials and substance,
and location and setting.

Almost all of the exterior elements of
the Hall’s structure and design are original
material; the interior spaces that housed
significant events are intact, as are some
of the original interior finishes. The wood-
en steeple of the bell tower was erected in
1828 to replace an earlier structure. The
larger National Historical Park surrounding
the property preserves low-scale 18th and
19th-century structures that reinforce the
Hall's context.

The most significant pressures on the au-
thenticity of the property relate to the large
number of visitors, the degradation of the
building due to air pollution and acid rain, and
commercial development in the vicinity.

(Source: UNESCO)
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From Page 1 » Many eco-lodg-
es in Iran go beyond providing a
place to sleep. Here, guests have
the opportunity to interact with
locals, gaining insight into their
way of life, traditions, and cus-
toms.

“What could be more pleasant
than sitting under a Korsi (a cozy
heated blanket that Iranian fam-
ilies and friends gather around
on cold nights and share stories
during the winter)... Or, stay-
ing in a nomadic tent during the
summer,” Tavakoli said.

That may offer a unique and
broad experience that luxury
hotels with their star-studded
amenities often fail to provide;
spending a day in serene coun-
tryside settings, harvesting
fresh fruits, walking along rice
paddies, fishing along the sea-
side, and savoring traditional
dishes, to name a few.

Mohammad Milani, 61, says:
“Perhaps travel is about breaking
away from our daily routine and

embracing the extraordinary”
“We've all likely experienced
the warmth of staying in a lo-
cal home, waking up on the first
day of our journey to a unique
and captivating landscape. What
could be more delightful than
opening our eyes to a distinctive
view and breathing in the fresh
air of a different environment?”
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Maryam Asadl a 42-year-old
travel enthusiast, says she likes
traditionally decorated rooms,
adobe walls, wooden-beamed
ceilings, domed structures, tra-
ditional ovens, water basins, and
campfires that a typical eco-
lodge unit offers. “They make a
harmonious blend of affordabil-
ity, proximity to nature, cultural

ature’s symphony with
eco-lodges!

immersion, and memorable ex-
periences.”

In the realm of travel choic-
es, the growing affection for
eco-lodges in Persian hospitality
marks a transformative shift be-
yond the conventional allure of
luxury. As we delve into the opin-
ions of seasoned travelers like
Tavakoli and Milani, it becomes
evident that the rustic charm and
immersive opportunities offered
by eco-lodges are resonating
profoundly.

Asadi’s appreciation for the
unique features of eco-lodges,
such as traditionally decorated
rooms and adobe walls, high-
lights the harmonious blend of
affordability, proximity to nature,
cultural immersion, and unfor-
gettable experiences.

The rise of eco-lodges on Ira-
nian soil stands as a testament
to the enduring allure of authen-
ticity and connection in the world
of hospitality.

UNWTO to highlight investments, sustainable tourism,

TEHRAN - The United Nations World Tour-
ism Organization (UNWTO) is set to make a
significant impact at FITUR 2024, the leading
travel and tourism trade fair, taking place in
Madrid from January 24 to 28.

With Ecuador as the official partner coun-
try, UNWTOQ’s presence aims to promote in-
vestments, sustainable tourism, and global
collaboration within the sector.

The UN cultural body is putting a spotlight
on fostering investment opportunities in the
tourism industry. Key investment forums will
be hosted, providing a platform for industry
leaders and potential investors to explore
the diverse opportunities within the Zambian

and collaboration

tourism sector.

Acknowledging the pressing need for
sustainable tourism practices, UNWTO will
convene a special meeting to address the
sustainability challenges facing the glob-
al tourism sector and explore innovative
solutions. The organization aims to encour-
age collaborative efforts towards a more
sustainable and eco-friendly future for
tourism.

Moreover, UNWTO Secretary-General, Zur-
ab Pololikashvili, is set to play a pivotal role
at FITUR by holding bilateral meetings with
ministers of tourism from various member
countries.

These meetings are designed to foster
collaboration and strengthen partnerships,
paving the way for a more sustainable and
resilient global tourism sector. The empha-
sis will be on mutual cooperation to address
challenges and create a positive impact on
the industry.

As mentioned by organizers, the 44th edi-
tion of the International Tourism Trade Fair,
FITUR, is set to reflect the growth experi-
enced in recent months by the national and
international tourism industry and lays the
foundations for the consolidation of the sec-
tor during 2024.

Discover National Tea Museum in northern Iran

TEHRAN - In the picturesque northern city
of Lahijan, the National Tea Museum stands
proudly on a hill adjacent to the lush green tea
plantations.

Established in 1996, the museum offers vis-
itors a captivating journey through the history
of tea in the country.

Most importantly, it is a tribute to the legacy
of Mohammad Mirza Kashef al-Saltaneh, the
visionary founder of the tea industry in Iran.

The heart of the museum is a complex that
includes the mausoleum of Kashef al-Sal-
taneh, adorned with a tall quadrangular tower,
the main two-storey hall, and an office space.

The ground floor of the main hall serves as a
treasure trove of historical documents, show-
casing the discovery, prizes, and early photo-
graphs of Kashef al-Soltaneh.

Visitors can explore a fascinating array of
artifacts related to tea and its preparation,
such as various types of coal samovars, ce-
ramic, copper, and stone teapots, coffee cups,
Nasreddin Shah contracts, handles for tea
cups, trays, cup holders, and more.

Ascending to the second floor, visitors are
treated to a collection of showcases and an-
thropological articles, featuring terracotta
crockery, jewels, and objects dating back to
the Parthian and Seljuk eras. Moreover, docu-

ments, deeds, rosaries, mats, milk-measuring
wood, small wooden bowls, carafes, and other
items paint a vivid picture of the historical sig-
nificance of tea in the region.

The museum also offers glimpses of tea cul-
tivation, from planting and harvesting to con-
servation and processing. Numerous pavilions
provide a detailed exhibition of the tea plant’s
journey from field to cup, offering a compre-
hensive understanding of the intricate process
involved.

Surrounding the museum, tea trees and pitch-
es have been strategically placed, allowing tour-
ists to immerse themselves in the serene beauty
of Lahijan while enjoying a cup of tea. The pan-
oramic views create a tranquil atmosphere, in-
viting visitors to relax and appreciate the natural
surroundings.

Chai or tea culture is really strong and a sign of
hospitality in Iran. The tea and its associated phi-
losophy are well-soaked into the life of Iranians
from all walks of life. It also constitutes a vital
sign of hospitality across the ancient land; a cup
of tea is the first thing that an Iranian will offer
their guests!

For almost every Iranian, an earthenware
teapot with a drawing of a red rose flanked by
a steaming samovar conjures up memories of
childhood when mom, grandma, or dad were
making a perfect shade of brown, golden tea

as the sunllght coming through from the hori-
zon. They usually poured strong thick tea for
the adults, and a hint of color for the kids and
grandkids!

Iranians start the day with a freshly brewed
cup of tea sweetened with some sugar served
with their breakfast, believing its taste is in
great harmony with bread and cheese. Ira-
nians’ story of drinking tea is not limited to
mornings with breakfast only; they drink tea
at work, after their meals at home, or at night
before sleep.

The shade of color, temperature, strength,
and taste of the tea is of very importance
during formal gatherings and when served to
specific guests. Before taking the teacups to
the guests, the host traditionally checks the
tone, color, and strength of the tea with a sin-
gle glance behind the shining glass.

Archaeologists discover 4,000-year-old wall built
around oasis in Saudi Arabia

Researchers have discovered a

A symphony of history unfolds as hundreds of visitors explore the awe-inspiring
ruins of massive rock-cut stone columns and majestic bas-reliefs, all set against the
backdrop of a peaceful nature in southern Iran. UNESCO’s registered gem invites us
to step into the grandeur of Persepolis, which was once the ceremonial capital of the
Persian Achaemenid Empire (c. 550-330 BC).

miles-long wall around an oasis
in Saudi Arabia’s North Arabian
Desert.

Built about 4,000 years ago,
the fortification surrounds Khay-
bar, one of the area’s oldest oa-
ses—fertile, green regions of the
arid desert. It likely helped de-
fend against both nomadic raid-
ers and natural threats.

The team measured the wall
by comparing field surveys and
remote sensing data with archi-
tectural studies, per a statement
from France’s National Center for
Scientific Research (CNRS). After
performing radiocarbon dating
on charcoal fragments found
beneath and inside the wall, they
concluded the structure was
built between 2250 and 1950 BC,

according to a new study pub-
lished in the Journal of Archaeo-
logical Science: Reports.

While the wall was original-
ly 9 miles long, 16 feet tall and
between 5.6 and 7.9 feet thick,
deterioration over thousands of
years shrunk it to 41 percent of
its initial length. Just 74 of its
original 180 bastions, or protru-
sions built into the walls, remain,
as Live Science’s Owen Jarus re-
ports.

In the third and fourth millen-
nia BC, many oases in the North
Arabian Desert were inhabited
by sedentary populations. The
Khaybar Oasis wall enclosed
more than 2,700 acres of land,
according to Newsweek’s Aristos
Georgiou. The researchers write
that such walled oases were “a

key component of the archaeo-
logical landscape and the socio-
political evolution of northwest-
ern Arabia through time.” Groups
built the fortifications around
natural water sources in the des-
ert to protect and develop their
own lush, agriculturally viable
landscapes.

One likely motivation for build-
ing the Khaybar Oasis wall was
for military defense “against
raids from nomads,” lead author
Guillaume Charloux, an archae-
ologist with CNRS, tells Live Sci-
ence. The researchers write that
mobile groups in the desert of-
ten attacked oasis settlements,
and such assaults were “a well-
known danger for sedentary
populations during pre-Islamic
and Islamic times.”

The people of Khaybar may
have also built the wall to safe-
guard their land from natural
erosion and destruction by flash
floods. Another possibility is that
they made it to “ostentatiously
demarcate” their territory, ex-
erting control of the landscape,
write the researchers.

The wall exemplifies a shift
away from nomadic life and to-
wards permanent settlements
in the region. As the research-
ers write, “The ramparts of
Khaybar were probably built by
Indigenous populations as they
settled down.” The fortification
would have taken four years
to complete, using 5.8 million
cubic feet of stone and brick
and around 250 laborers, says
Charloux.



Iraq seeking to boost health co-op

From page 1 » Einollahi for
his part said that cooperation
between Iran and Iraq in the field
of health should be unlimited.

“We emphasize these interac-
tions to extend and include Iran,
Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, the Min-
istry of Health website quoted
Einollahi as saying.

He went on to say that Iran
is ready to cooperate with Iraq
at all levels including academic
training or short-term training
courses and hopes that coop-
eration will lead to meeting the
needs of the health sector in Iraq
including specialist, subspecial-
ist, and fellowship.

Iran, Iraq promoting health
diplomacy

In July 2023, Einollahi and
his Iragi counterpart Saleh
Al-Hasnawi inked a memoran-
dum of understanding.

The Iraqgi official called for im-
porting Iranian technology and
expertise in medicine.

“We started registering Ira-
nian medicine in 2003. Thou-
sands of Iragi students are
studying in Iran in various
fields,” he added.

Einollahi, for his part, said that
the fifth joint committee for eco-
nomic cooperation was held two
months ago, with the issue of
health as one of the main topics
of discussion.
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“It was decided that the phar-
maceutical and medical equip-
ment companies of the two
countries should cooperate more
with each other”

Earlier this month, Einollahi
said health diplomacy is one of
the areas that can deepen rela-
tions between countries in the
region.

There are many common is-
sues for cooperation in the field
of health between countries, he
said, adding that the govern-
ment’s strategy is to strength-
en foreign policy, especially with
neighboring countries, IRNA re-
ported.

Einollahi said in April that
many countries in the region are

with In
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asking Iran for help with issues
related to health.

In May, Iran hosted the 26th G5
High-Level Experts Meeting on
Health Cooperation and the 1st
Healthcare Leadership and Gov-
ernance Training Program.

G5 countries (Afghanistan,
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, plus the
World Health Organization) took
part in the meeting with the
theme of “Joint Work for Solving
Joint Health Problems.

Addressing the opening cer-
emony, Einollahi referred to
the unity and cooperation of
the countries in the fields of
health, treatment, and med-
ical education as a historical
necessity.

Achieving, maintaining, and
promoting health is never pos-
sible in a regional way and does
not happen in an isolated region,
but requires the cooperation of
countries, especially neighboring
countries, he stressed.

In December 2022, in a meet-
ing in Baghdad, the two officials
addressed the ways of profes-
sor exchange and Iraqgi stu-
dents’ use of Iranian medical
experiences.

Al-Hasnawi said that a spe-
cial working group, consisting
of Iranian and Iraqi specialists,
to promote medical cooperation
was planned to be formed, and
Iran’s medical experiences would
be used in the treatment of rare
and incurable diseases.

Emphasizing the need to
expand medical cooperation
between the two countries,
he proposed to use of Iranian
medical equipment and sup-
plies.

Einollahi also announced
that the first international
branch of Tehran University of
Medical Sciences would open
in Karbala.

A meeting was also held with
the focus of holding training
courses focused on the treat-
ment of various diseases, includ-
ing cancer, IRNA reported.

Environmental protection is a public duty

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN -Environmental protection is a
public duty. Tackling environmental problems
requires the participation of the government,
the private sector, as well as people.

Within the last decades, environmental
problems have greatly affected nature and
people’s lives. Air pollution, as a man-made
problem originating from economic and in-
dustrial factors, accounts for millions of
deaths every year.

Human activities with wide-ranging social
effects have changed the environment ad-
versely; by disturbing the balance in nature,
some issues like pollution have become ex-
tremely critical.

The Department of Environment by devel-
oping environment houses aims to deal with
the country’s environmental challenges and
needs through improving the process of sci-
entific and knowledge-based research.

It also seeks to improve the individual, orga-

‘Salt particles raising from Lake

Urmia contained by 80%’

nizational, and managerial capacities of inno-
vators, inventors, entrepreneurs, students, and
academic faculty members of universities.

In industrial and densely populated cities,
while identifying technological methods and
providing local constructive solutions for
maintaining the balance of ecosystems and
preventing pollution and environmental de-
struction, the environment houses will help
to reduce air pollution in the country.

On the occasion of Clean Air Week, by im-
plementing clean air promotion and educa-
tional programs, the environment houses
encourage people to get familiar with their
social responsibility. In this regard, two envi-
ronment houses will be opened in Alborz and
Yazd provinces.

Considering the population of millions of
students in the country and their teachers and
families, environmental campaigns are planned
to encourage people to reduce the use of per-
sonal cars use more public transit, and use en-
ergy more efficiently at home and school.

Clean Air Week

Running from January 16 to 22, the Nation-
al Clean Air Week is being observed this year
under the theme of ‘Clean Air, Responsible Of-
ficial, Responsible Citizen’

Every year, January 19, is the National Clean
Air Day in Iran in order to remind and high-
light the main factors in maintaining air qual-
ity, as well as promoting a sense of respon-
sibility and citizen participation in protecting
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Salt particles raising from the catchment basin of Lake Urmia has

been contained by nearly 80 percent, Farhad Sarkhosh, head of the
provincial department for the Lake Urmia restoration program at West

Azarbaijan has said.

In cooperation with the Forests, Range and Watershed Manage-
ment Organization, some saplings and shrubs have been planted in the
catchment basin of Lake Urmia to slow down the wind giving rise to
salt particles since past three years, which cost 600 billion rials (nearly

$14 million), Sarkhosh said.

He went on to say that the major salt particle hotspots in the
West Azarbaijan province include Jabal Kandi village in Urmia County,

Saporghan, Urmia, Choopanloo and Miandoab, which are highly con-
tained by planting vegetation, ISNA reported on Saturday.

the urban environment and fulfilling social
responsibility for the environment.

This year’s theme highlights the signifi-
cance of raising people’s awareness about
the effects of air pollution, providing neces-
sary information and health recommenda-
tions when confronting unhealthy conditions
caused by air pollution, and attracting peo-
ple’s contribution.

Clean Air Law

Air pollution is one of the main concerns of
the government; Therefore, all organizations
are obliged to act based on the Clean Air Law.

The Clean Air Law, enacted in July 2017, was
supposed to be a solution to ease air pollu-
tion across the country. Still, now, the air is
severely polluted, as the responsible bodies
neglect their legal duties to implement the
law.

The law has defined responsibilities for
the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Qil,
the Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of Trans-
port and Urban Development, the Ministry of
Industry, Mining, and Trade, the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Department of Environment,
the police, the municipality, the National TV,
and some other organizations.

In this regard, according to the three-year
plan of the Ministry of Oil, which was pre-
sented to the Department of Environment,
the amount of sulfur in diesel fuel is sup-
posed to be reduced to a great extent, in or-
der to meet the national standard.
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Third phase of national health
campaign on agenda

TEHRAN - Health Minister Bahram Einollahi has
said the implementation of the national health
campaign for the population under 18 years of age
is on the agenda.

“It is necessary to improve healthcare for the
prevention of diseases by conducting nationwide
screenings through the early diagnosis of illness-
es,” Mehr news agency quoted Einollahi as saying.

“Currently, the majority of the country’s popu-
lation lives in urban areas. Besides strengthening
health services and infrastructure, the family phy-
sician program has to be followed up seriously,” he
added.

Emphasizing the importance of paying atten-
tion to children’s health as the nation’s future as-
sets, Einollahi called for the implementation of a
nationwide screening for those under 18 years old
regarding prevalent diseases as well as risk fac-
tors and main causes of health problems.

The first phase of the campaign started in No-

The first phase of the national health cam-
paign started in November 2023 aiming to reduce
deaths caused by non-communicable diseases.

The project with the theme of “earlier aware-
ness, better care” will go on until January 20, ISNA
reported.

The main objective of the campaign is to pro-
vide free health care for diabetic and hypertensive
patients in the framework of the family physician
program and to create an electronic health file for
patients.

The identified patients will be checked every
month or every three months by healthcare work-
ers and doctors to receive free tests and medi-
cines if needed.

Nowadays, health is one of the most essential
human needs. Before the coronavirus pandemic,
people may not have realized its importance, but this
disease showed us how precious health is, Health

Minister Bahram Einollahi said

vember 2023 aiming to reduce
deaths caused by non-commu-
nicable diseases.

The second phase of the na-
tional campaign on promoting
a healthy diet focusing on the
benefits of iodized salt and dairy
products will commence nation-
wide in the next Iranian calendar
month starting January 21.

The third phase of the cam-

Preventing diseases
by conducting
nationwide
screenings for the

early diagnosis of
illnesses is essential.

ata ceremony to unveil the Cam-
paign.

“Maybe everyone thinks that
our job is treatment, but it is
not true. Our main duty is to
prevent diseases and promote
health.”

For this reason, a project
called “national health cam-
paign” started on November
11, 2023, and will continue till

paign will prioritize oral and
dental health, communicable
and non-communicable diseases. It will also focus
on training and promoting health, mental health,
workplace health, and improving nutrition for the
population under 18 years of age.

Second phase of national campaign

Since diabetes and high blood pressure, as the
main causes of non-communicable diseases are
directly affected by one’s diet, the second phase of
the national health campaign focuses on healthy
diets.Part of the campaign will provide nutritional
counseling to patients identified in the nation-
al health campaign with (probable) diabetes and
high blood pressure, and the other part focuses on
training a healthy diet, such as avoiding the con-
sumption of fatty, salty, sweet, and fast.

Salt is the subject of the first week of the cam-
paign, from January 21 to 27, with the theme of
‘Everyone’s choice: little but refined iodized salt’

Dairy is the subject and theme of the second
week, from January 28 to February 4, with the
theme of ‘From childhood to old age, consume
healthy dairy products.

Over 44m people take part

More than 44 million people have so far taken
part in the national health campaign aiming to be
screened for high blood pressure and diabetes.

Out of the screened people, 10 million were
identified with probable hypertension, and 3 mil-
lion were identified with probable diabetes.

Nearly one million with hypertension and
400,000 with diabetes were unaware of their con-
ditions/ diseases.

€® 1SNA 7 Mohammad Nesaei

A desert named Egyptin lran

January 20.

Emphasizing the importance of improving
health literacy, Einollahi said, “The level of litera-
cy in the society has increased, and we expect this
level to improve in the field of health as well. Also,
we hope to manage having an electronic health
file for every Iranian with their national identifica-
tion code to record the history of illnesses in their
family, their lifestyle, etc. so that their diseases
and their reasons can be traced easily.”

He emphasized the campaign should include
over 70 percent of the country’s population; there
is full preparation for its implementation in all
universities of medical sciences, and everyone is
mobilized to implement the plan.

Talking about the national health campaign,
Einollahi said the campaign focuses on provid-
ing electronic health records for each family and
screening them for diabetes and hypertension,
and 70 percent of people are expected to partic-
ipate in the campaign.

Einollahi added: “About 83 percent of all deaths
registered in hospitals are caused by non-com-
municable diseases. Around 300,000 people die
from cardiovascular diseases every year. Some
32 percent of people over 18 years old have hy-
pertension, and 60 percent are unaware of their
high blood pressure. Some 30,000 deaths per year
occur due to diabetes in the country, which are all
significant cases.”

By implementing the national health campaign,
half a million deaths from non-communicable dis-
eases and 30,000 deaths from diabetes can be
prevented, he added.

In the central province of Isfahan, a desert has been named after Egypt (Mesr in Persian).
The Mesr desert attracts many tourists each year and is an ideal place for astronomy lovers

and stargazers.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

One who imagines himself to be all-knowing will surely suffer on
account of his ignorance.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Mehrab Theater Hall to host Luigi
Pirandello’s “The Jar”

TEHRAN-The play “The Jar” written by the
Italian author Luigi Pirandello and directed by
Majid Zare'zadeh will be performed at Mehrab
Theater Hall in Tehran from January 21.

Besides directing, Zare'zadeh also performs
inthe play along with Mohammad-Ali Mahboubi,
Mohammad-Hadi Meshki, Amir-Abbas Saleh,
Hossein Jafarpour, Ayda Berenji, Maryam
Rezaei, Taraneh Rostami, Amir-Ali Zamannejad,
Omid Shiri, Elina Hatami, Mohammad-Reza
Hajimohammadi, and Amir-Mehdi Alizadeh.

Originally composed in 1906, the short story
“The Jar” was published in 1909 in the Corriere
della Sera and included in the eponymous
eleventh collection of Short Stories for a Year
in the 1927 Bemporad Edition. This short story
became the source material for a one-act play
by the same title in 1916.

One of Pirandello’s best-known stories, “The
Jar” revolves around the tension between Don
Lolo Zirafa, a wealthy, ill-tempered landowner,
and Zi' Dima Licasi, the poor inventor of a
prodigious glue that is supposed to repair a
crack in Zirafa’s expensive oil jar.

The play is set in an olive grove in Sicily, Italy,
around 1890. It is harvesting season, and land
owner Don Lolo is anxious to put his freshly
squeezed olive oil in a new, shiny ceramic oil jar.
Don Lolo is surrounded by his employees who
mock his attitude and fear his temper in equal
measure, and his lawyer who made the mistake
of accepting Don Lold’s invitation to spend the

summer in his estate and is now regretting
it, as Don Lolo keeps pestering him with legal
questions.

There’s a new, unprecedented case waiting
for them around the corner. The oil jar has
been broken. The farmers convince Don Lolo
to call a jar-fixer, Zi’ Dima, to fix the broken
jar. Zi’ Dima is famous for having created
a mysterious glue that holds everything
together. Don Lolo, however, does not trust
that glue to work and orders Zi’ Dima to use
both the glue and the traditional rivets. Zi’
Dima does as instructed, but he accidentally
remains stuck inside the jar. What will Don
Lolo do? Will he break his precious possession
to set Zi’ Dima free? Or will the oil jar become
a prison for Zi’ Dima?

The plot highlights some of Pirandello’s most
iconic narrative tropes, including the themes of
hardship triggered by a paradoxical situation,
the pathological fixation of a character, and
the humorous resolution finally concluding the
argument. Zirafa’s obsession with his property
recalls Giovanni Verga’s preoccupation with la
roba (possessions), which he condemns as an
alienating, destructive force that dehumanizes
human life. Through the dynamics portrayed in
the narrative, Pirandello offers a glimpse into
Sicily’s countryside and cultural traditions, as
well.

Luigi Pirandello (1867-1936) was a dramatist,
novelist, poet, and short story writer whose
greatest contributions were his plays.

He was awarded the 1934 Nobel Prize in
Literature for his almost magical power to turn
psychological analysis into good theater.

Pirandello’s works include novels, hundreds
of short stories, and about 40 plays, some of
which are written in Sicilian. Pirandello’s tragic
farces are often seen as forerunners of the
Theatre of the Absurd.

“The Jar” will remain on stage until February
12 at Mehrab Theater Hall located at the junction
of Imam Khomeini and Vali-e Asr streets.

Cartoon of Day

Gaza
Cartoonist: Mohammad Sabaaneh from Palestine

Movies by Iranian filmmakers to
participate in Berlinale

TEHRAN-The  Berlinale has
completed the lineup for its
Panorama, Generation, and Forum
sections, with films from Iranian
filmmakers present in the 74th
edition running from February 15
to 24.

“My Stolen Planet” directed by
Farahnaz Sharifi, “What Did You
Dream Last Night, Parajanov?”
by Faraz Fesharaki, “Sheep” by
Hadi Babaeifar, and “Maydegol” by
Sarvnaz Alambeigi are the films
made by Iranian directors, selected
in different sections of the festival,
Honaronline reported.

The Panorama section will
showcase 31 titles including one
series and 25 world premieres. The
documentary “My Stolen Planet”
directed by Farahnaz Sharifi will
have its world premiere at the
section.

A joint production of Iran and
Germany, it is about an Iranian
woman who is forced to flee into
her own world in order to be free. In
theform of Super 8 films and sound
recordings, she buys other people’s
memories, archives her own and
uses them to create an alternative
history of her homeland.

The Forum section will present
30 films from 30 territories.
Iranian-German cinematographer
Faraz  Fesharaki's  directorial
feature debut “What Did You
Dream Last Night, Parajanov?” is
a documentary capturing his own
family’s diaspora experiences,
which will have its world premiere
in the section.

A webcam dialogue between
Berlin and Isfahan: Fesharaki

A scene from the short film “Sheep” by Hadi Babaeifar

documents conversations with his
family over 10 years. This debut film
blends recordings, text and VHS
memories into a warm, melancholy
intergenerational portrait.

The Generation 14plus
competition section will showcase
32 works, including seven debut
films and 22 world premieres.
The short film “Sheep” by Hadi
Babaeifar will have its world
premiere at the event.

The flick shows a little girl who
lives with her mother in Tehran.
Discovering that the sheep in her
neighbors’ backyard are being
sacrificed in a traditional ritual, she
decides to save as many sheep as
she can.

The documentary “Maydegol” by
Sarvnaz Alambeigi is another film
that will have its world premiere in

the Generation section.

A joint production of Iran,
Germany, and France, it is about
an Afghan teenager living as an
immigrant in Iran who strives to
pursue her dream of becoming a
professional Muay Thai boxer while
battling the social injustice and
violence she encounters beyond
thering.

In addition, it was announced
last week that the digitally restored
version of “Coming of Age” directed
by Iranian filmmaker Sohrab
Shahid-Saless (1944-1998) will be
shown at the Classics section of
the 74th Berlin International Film
Festival.

In addition to Shahid-Saless’
film, nine others films have been
restored and will be screened in
the Classics section of this year’s

Berlinale. Among the restored
versions, there are two gems by
Ernst Lubitsch. Oneiis his silent film
“Kohlhiesel's Daughters” and the
other is his first talkie “The Love
Parade”. Ishiro Honda's “Gojira”
(Godzilla), “After Hours” by Martin
Scorsese, John Schlesinger’s “The
Day of the Locust” and Andrei
Tarkovsky’s “The Sacrifice”.

The Berlinale is a unique
place of artistic exploration and
entertainment. It is one of the
largest public film festivals in
the world, attracting tens of
thousands of visitors from around
the globe each year. For the film
industry and the media, the eleven
days from February 15 to 25 are
also one of the most important
events in the annual calendar and
an indispensable trading forum.

Abdul Rahman Munif’s “Cities of Salt” published in Persian

TEHRAN-The first volume of the quintet
“Cities of Salt” written by the Jordanian author
Abdul Rahman Munif has been released in the
Iranian book market.

Translated by Amal Nabhani, the book “The
Labyrinth,” also known as “The Wilderness” has
been published by Ebarat Publishing House in
708 pages, IRNA reported.

A petrofiction novel by Abdul Rahman Munif,
it was first published in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1984
and was immediately recognized as a major
work of Arab literature. The novel describes
the far-reaching effects of the discovery of
huge reserves of oil under a once-idyllic oasis
somewhere on the Arabian Peninsula.

“Oil is our one and only chance to build a
future,” Munif once said. “And the regimes are
ruining it” In the novel and its sequels, great
oil-rich cities are soon built, described as cities
of salt. Explaining about the book’s title, Munif
siad, “Cities of Salt means cities that offer no
sustainable existence. When the waters come in,
the first waves will dissolve the salt and reduce
these great glass cities to dust. In antiquity, as
you know, many cities simply disappeared. It is
possible to foresee the downfall of cities that

are inhuman. With no means of livelihood, they
won't survive.”

Banned in Saudi Arabia, this is a blistering
look at Arab and American hypocrisy following
the discovery of oil in a poor oasis community.

The book narrates the discovery and
exploitation of oil by an American company in
an unnamed kingdom in the Arabian Peninsula
in the 1930s, which results in the destruction
of two traditional villages and the creation of a
new coastal city fraught with economic, social,
and political problems.

The novel records the shattering of people’s
lives and the violation of their own traditions.
Driven out of their simple homes and tents,
the people watch their villages being leveled
to the ground while American ports and cities
are erected in their place. They are left feeling
not only bewildered by modern technological
novelties but also totally betrayed by their
own greedy rulers, who give the foreign
corporations the green light to do whatever
they want regardless of the country’s people
and traditions.

“Cities of Salt” has been translated into

several languages and is recommended reading
for many university courses around the world; it
is also banned in some Arab countries.

Abdul Rahman Munif (1933-2004) was
a novelist, short story writer, memoirist,
journalist, thinker, and cultural critic. He is
considered one of the most significant authors
in the Arabic language of the 20th century. His
novels include strong political elements as well
as mockeries of the Middle Eastern elite classes.

Born to Saudi parents in 1933 in Amman,
Jordan, which at the time was under British rule,
Munif was later stripped of his Saudi citizenship
for his criticism of the royal family and its use of
the country’s oil reserves.

He earned a license in law from Baghdad
and Cairo Universities, and a Ph.D. in oil
economics from the University of Belgrade. He
subsequently served as Director of Planning in
the Syrian Oil Company and Director of Crude Oil
Marketing. He was editor-in-chief of a monthly
periodical, Oil & Development, in Baghdad. These
early hands-on experience with oil development
in Arab countries provided Munif invaluable
insights in his writings.

Ab-Anbar gallery holding exhibition in Paris

TEHRAN- The group exhibition

after  the
of Hiroshima

nuclear  disaster

“Anbar” means reservoir. This is

exhibition  production, cultural

“The Earth has Shifted” by the
Iranian-Londoner gallery Ab-Anbar
was launched at the exhibition
space L'Atlas in Paris on Thursday.

The exhibit gathers nine artists
under the curation of Sarina Basta,
from the cooperative Radicants
including Marlon de Azambuja,
Fadia Haddad, Mohammad Ghazali,
Hussein ~ Nassereddine, Neda
Razavipour, Hessam Samavatian,
Azzedine Saleck, Baktash Sarang,
and Nil Yalter, Galleryinfo reported.

“At the tumn of the millennium,
Earth's spin started going off-kilter,
and nobody could quite say why.
It was with some surprise that
geophysicists have measured a
change in our planet’s rotational axis,
data which started to be made public
in the past year. The explanation
was that the large amounts of
water pumped out of the earth for
household and agricultural use
have shifted how the earth’s mass
is distributed. And yet, even though
everything is now slightly off-kilter,
on the surface things remain the
same,” the statement about the
exhibition said.

“In 1960, less than two decades

and  Nagasaki,
writer Marguerite Duras was
commissioned by  filmmaker
Alain Resnais to write a script
about this tragedy. Duras’ task,
puts forth a quandary: how
does one attempt to convey
that which is incommensurable,
which is inadmissible, which
is unfathomable? Through the
dialogue of the characters, set
in Hiroshima, one of the main
protagonists admits that the
sequence of events was beyond
what could be conveyed by a flat
denial of any possible memory or
description of the aftermath of
the event. Within the banality of a
romantic affair, a decade after the
bomb, everyday life unfolds on the
Peace Square in Hiroshima, and yet
nothing will ever be the same,” the
statement continued.

“The artists in ‘The Earth has
Shifted, have been invited to think
about an Earth off-kilter, off-axis,
where experiences or ruptures
have left a trace or shift in our
environment, difficult to convey or
describe, yet present in our psyches”.

In Persian, “Ab” means water and

how the contemporary art gallery
Ab-Anbar, opened in Tehran in 2014,
defines itself: as the architectural
expression of a physical space
which hosts a malleable and life-
essential content. Involved in the
crossed-stories of art and history, it
represents worldwide artists, whose
work overcomes esthetical, political,
social and psychological borders.

Since 2020, Ab-Anbar is settled
in London, with anew space opened
in September 2023 in the historical
neighborhood of Fitzrovia. Its
ambition is to support dialogue
between artists, collectors,
museums, and curators, toward
inclusion and understanding of
marginalized realities.

Radicants is a curatorial
cooperative, created in 2022
by Nicolas Bourriaud. Global

in vision and scope, Radicants
is designed as an organic and
nomadic cooperative model, in
phase with the evolution of the
art world. The platform conceives
innovative exhibitions, imagined
by independent curators at the
international level.

Radicants specializes in

engineering, publications, and the
sale of exhibitions and artworks
and collaborates with the different
actors in the art sector. Its mission
is to offer cutting-edge exhibitions
and to showcase emerging artists
as well as those who have been
overlooked in the history of art.

Supported by the Emerige Group,
LAtlas is an exhibition space in the
heart of the new neighborhood La
Félicité, which proposes to invite
foreign galleries, foundations,
or institutions to present one or
more artists from the international
contemporary scene.

[’Atlas allows its partnersto set up
a branch in the heart of the Parisian
capital for two months, in line with
the calendar of major artistic events
(fairs, biennials, etc.). LAtlas is an
open door to the world, a showcase
for the most dynamic private or
public actors and a meeting place
for artists, professionals, and the
general public.

L'Atlas is part of the Emerige
Group’s ambitious program of
support for the contemporary art
scene, with a program focused
mainly on international artists.
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