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Iran, Russia, Turkey
demand end to
Israeli attacks on
Syrian soil

TEHRAN - During the 21st International
Meeting on Syria, Iran, Russia, and Turkey
joined forces to denounce Israeli attacks on
Syria, branding them as a blatant infringe-
ment of international law.

The three nations condemned these ac-
tions as a violation of international human-
itarian law, as well as an encroachment on
Syria’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
They noted that these attacks not only con-
tribute to destabilization but also escalate
tensions in the region, stressing the urgent
need for their cessation.

The 21st International Meeting on Syria
took place in the Kazakh capital of Astana
from January 24th to 25th, 2024. Iran, Rus-
sia, and Turkey serve as guarantor countries
within the Astana Format. Initially launched
in 2017 at the behest of these three nations,
the Astana process aims to address the re-
duction of tensions and hostilities in war-
torn Syria. In addition to representatives
from Russia, Turkey, and Iran, the 21st round
of the Astana format talks included dele-
gates from Syria’s government, opposition,
and the United Nations. » Page 3

Iran, Pakistan welcome
ambassadors back to
their respective posts

TEHRAN - As part of recent agreements
between the foreign ministries of Iran and
Pakistan, the Pakistani Ambassador has just
arrived in Tehran to resume his duties, with
the Iranian Ambassador scheduled to enter
Islamabad shortly.

[ The Guardian

People, holding Palestinian flags and banners, gathe-'r outside the International Court of Justice during the session on the day the ICJ rule on Gaza genocide case against Israel made by South Afr/a
in the Hague, the Netherlands on January 26, 2024.

Seyyed Rasoul Mousavi, the head of
the South Asia Department at Iran’s For-
eign Ministry, announced on Friday the
arrival of Pakistan’s ambassador to Iran
Muhammad Mudassir Tipu in Tehran. He
mentioned that in a few hours, his coun-

Criminals in Gaza, their
enablers and their offspring
will pay a heavier price than

Israeli public opinion shifts
on Gaza war

Iran fully supports South
Africa in filing lawsuit
against Israel

TEHRAN - Commending the South African government
for taking a bold step in filing a complaint against the
Zionist regime at the International Criminal Court, Iran’s
President Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi has expressed his
admiration for the nation’s firm stance against racism
and genocide.

During a phone call with South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa, Raisi highlighted that this praiseworthy
action is not only recognized and respected in the Islamic
world but also applauded by freedom-loving nations
worldwide.

Raisi, acknowledging potential efforts by the Zionist
regime and its supporters to influence the case, stated,
“Society and nations expect the International Criminal
Court to deliver justice and issue a verdict condemning
the criminal Zionist regime.” He firmly declared the
unwavering support of the Islamic Republic of Iran
for South Africa’s courageous move, envisioning
Ramaphosa’s name standing alongside Nelson Mandela’s
as a symbol of anti-racism and justice. » Page 3

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- When the Israeli regime waged its
indiscriminate war against Gaza on 7 October, the public
in Israel was strongly supportive of the war and the
regime’s three officially declared objectives.

These objectives were to return the captives held in the
enclave, remove Hamas from power and governance as
well as bring security to the Israelis.

As the war was dragging on, opinion polls conducted
by the regime’s media showed a growing trend in the
number of Israelis who wanted the captives to return
through military action.

Yet at the same time, there was always very strong and
solid support for the military to continue its war on Gaza
and “eliminate Hamas” That was always the main goal of
the Israeli public.

However, over the past weeks, that trend appears to
have changed. Surveys have shown that public appetite
for the war is shifting, » Page 5

the Nazis

By Professor Hossein Askari

(This article was written three days before the ICJ ordered
Israel to take action to prevent acts of genocide in Gaza).

Upfront, let me say that people who say that Israel's
actions, namely, murdering over 25,000 helpless
human beings (mainly women and children), injuring
another 100,000 plus and displacing nearly 2,000,000
to boot are all entirely justified because of the barbaric
attack of October 7 have a myopic view of events or are
inhuman. They must have lived in a cocoon and are not
aware, or chose to ignore, the hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians who have been killed, imprisoned, and driven
from their homes since 1948 and they fail to see the
ongoing human suffering in Gaza. October 7 does not give
Israel a permanent get out of jail card.

If there is an iota of humanity in us, we should weep

for what is happening today in Gaza and in the West Bank
before our very eyes. » Page 5

terpart Reza Amiri Moghaddam will also
return to Pakistan.

Mousavi highlighted the satisfaction of
the people and authorities in both countries
regarding the return of relations to their
usual positive state. He added, “In the cur-
rent circumstances, the responsibility of the
mass media in both countries is crucial for
strengthening the friendship and brother-
hood between Iran and Pakistan.”

Ties between Tehran and Islamabad
seemed to experience a short period of
testiness after Iran targeted two main
bases of the so-called Jaish ul-Adl terrorist
group in Pakistan’s southwestern province
of Balochistan and the latter responded by
striking Iranian positions near the border.
Islamabad said it had struck the residence
of Pakistani separatists while Tehran con-
firmed that no Iranian national was killed
during the attack. » Page 2

Iran, Turkey conclude 10
co-op documents during
President Raisi’s visit

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey inked
10 cooperation documents and
memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) to boost bilateral investment
and economic cooperation between the
two countries during Iranian President
Raisi’s official trip to the neighboring

country on Wednesday, IRNA reported.

['tikaf, an opportunity
to get closer to God

TEHRAN - I'tikaf, in the Islamic faith, is
a particularly commended pious practice
consisting of a period of retreat in a mosque,
for a certain number of days in accordance
with the believer’'s own wish.

Iran FM says Israel
cannot survive without
U.S. support

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has noted that the Israeli
regime can never survive even for 10 minutes
if the USS. stops providing any help and
support to the regime.

In an interview with ABC during his sojourn
in New York for a UN Security Council meeting
on Palestine, Amir Abdollahian slammed
Washington's supports for the Zionist regime
in the onslaught against the Gaza Strip.

He also highlighted that “the chances that
flashpoints in West Asia will ignite a conflict
that engulfs the entire region have increased.”

Pinning the blame on the US. and Israel for
the escalating tensions in the region, Iran’s
top diplomat went on to add that “the scope
of the war has become wider. This means that
the danger of having a wider war in the region
has gone up.” » Page 2

Those taking part in the spiritual ritual sit
in mosques and fast and pray to the almighty
God during the three days of I'tikaf (usually
on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of the lunar Hijri
month of Rajab, falling on January 25-27 this
year).

During President Raisi’s visit to
Ankara, the two sides held the eighth
meeting of the Iran-Turkey Supreme
Council of Economic Cooperation which
was also attended by the Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

In the days of I'tikaf, in many of the
mosques all over the country, youth, men, and
women of different ages and from different
walks of life would go to and stay in mosques.

For three consecutive days, they would fast
and seek to get closer to God. After that, they
would leave and bid farewell to the mosque,
heavy-hearted and shedding tears, getting
ready for the year ahead. » Page 7

The signed documents and
memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) cover a variety of areas

S ~ including the use of Iran’s foreign
————— R currency resources in Turkey, » Page &
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Tehran’s effort to avoid war

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Arman-e-Melli discussed Iran’s
positions in the region and said: Iran, while
supporting the resistance in the region, has
opinions about peace and security from the
Persian Gulf to the Red Sea and from the Strait of
Hormuz to Bab al-Mandeb, and as a hegemonic
power in the region, it thinks this way that a
collective solution should be reached to create
peace and stability in the region. This clear policy
of Tehran expresses that Iran does not want to
be one of the parties to conflicts and tension
in the region and is thinking about stability in
the region. Iran’s view on the issue of Palestine
and now Gaza has also been announced by the
highest political authorities and it supports the
formation of an independent Palestinian state
with the capital of Quds. From this point of view,
Tehran’s warning to the United States in the
United Nations Security Council is a serious and
public message, which, if given attention, will
benefit the international community. If the U.S.
wants the tension in the region not to enter into
new conditions, it must persuade Israel to agree
to a ceasefire as soon as possible. Apart from
this, it should be predicted that the Red Sea will
probably become a sea of blood.

Iran: Iran is a safe and cheap way to transfer
goods and energy

In an interview with Ehsan Movahedian, an
expert on Caucasus issues, the Iran newspaper
addressed Raisi’s visit to Ankara and wrote: This
trip is being carried out in a situation where, in
addition to bilateral issues, Tehran and Turkey
have also put the organization of cooperation
cases in regional areas on the agenda. The
relations that are formed based on economic
and regional cooperation can be interpreted as a
view of the formation of a strategic relationship.
One of these issues is the Caucasus issue,
which the two sides have not yet reached an
agreement on. The problem in the Caucasus is
that Turkey wants to create the fake Zangezur
Corridor in the Republic of Armenia and Syunik
Province, which is completely detrimental to
Iran, and Iran is completely removed from the
route of transferring goods and energy from
China to Europe, and the North-South Corridor
of Iran also loses its effectiveness. The solution
is for Turkey to be realistic and stop insisting on
its positions and accept that Iran is a safe, cheap
and suitable route for the transfer of goods and
energy, and from Iranian soil without problems
and at a low cost can have access to both

Nakhichevan and the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Etemad: The meaning of Iran’s hegemony in
the Middle East

In a commentary, Etemad dealt with
the failure of American presidents against
Tehran’s strategy and said: Biden, like Obama
and Trump, tried to reduce the US. military
footprint in the turbulent Middle East region,
but failed. According to observers, the goals of
the American presidents are the same, to deal
with the increasing influence and power of Iran
in the Middle East. The war between Israel and
Hamas has returned the diplomatic and military
resources of the United States to the Middle
East, a field where the interests of Tehran and
Washington meet each other. Today, the United
States knows very well that the pro-Iranian
resistance axes are considered a serious threat
to America and Israel. Therefore, according to
the analysts, the perception of a calm Middle
East aligned with Washington’s interests
depends on the understanding of Iran’s power
and will in the region. Behnam Taleblu, one of
the senior active members of the Defense of
Democracies think tank, claims that dealing
with tense areas and battlefields in the Middle
East requires interaction with Iran.

Shargh: Tel Aviv’'s message to Iran and
America

Inanarticle, Shargh discussed the reasons for
TelAviv'sstrategyshiftinthe Gazawarand wrote:
The analysis of the developments of recent days
and weeks in the Middle East shows a graph
of increasing tensions, with the special role
played by Washington and Tel Aviv. Meanwhile,
in recent weeks, following the inability to realize
its desired strategies in the Gaza war, Tel Aviv is
taking steps to widen the range of tensions by
using the tool of terror against the resistance
forces, including Iranian advisers active in Syria.
According to Joe Macaron, an analyst of Middle
East affairs at the Wilson Institute, the apparent
offensive shift in Israel’'s regional strategy can
be explained by several factors, including the
motivation of Israel to shift the focus from the
impasse in Gaza most importantly, to send a
clear message to Iran and the United States.
This offensive strategy of Israel not only targets
Iran but also aims to put pressure on the Biden
administration. In fact, in the current situation,
Tel Aviv is taking steps towards increasing
tensions with Iran.

Iran FM says Israel cannot survive

own in

TEHRAN-  Iranian  President
Ebrahim Raisi has said the United
States uses human rights as a tool
to advance its own interests.

Speaking with Nigerian Prime
Minister Ali Ramin Zein in Tehran
on Thursday, Raisi noted that
the United States and Western
countries have a disastrous record
of plundering other countries’
resources and assets, while
proclaiming  commitment  to
human rights.

“The ongoing situation in Gaza
and what is happening to its
oppressed people reveal the true
nature of these countries that
claim to advocate human rights
and shows that the lives of humans
have no value for them,” he added.

Israel began relentless bombing
of Gaza on October 7 after the
Palestinian resistance movement
Hamas launched “Operation Al-
Agsa Storm” against the occupying
regime.

The regime’s staunch ally, the
United States, provides the Israeli
regime with solid political and
military support.

To date, at least 25700
Palestinians, about 70% of
whom are women, children and
adolescents, have been killed in the
brutal attack.

Elsewhere in the meeting, Raisi
said Iran has good relations with

Nigerian Prime Minister A

(i Ramin Zein (L) meets with

\}

President Raisi in Tehran

African countries, especially Niger,
going beyond merely political and
diplomatic ties.

The President said there are
no obstacles that can hinder the
development of relations between
Iran and Niger, signaling Tehran’s
readiness to exchange capabilities
with Niamey in various fields,
especially in the energy, industrial
and mining sectors as well as
exporting technical engineering
services.

He also welcomed the great
progress the Nigerian people have
made ontheirpathtoindependence
and freedom, adding that “he is

confident that they would have a
very bright future.”

For his part, the Prime Minister of
Niger said that Iran plays a leading
role in regional and international
issues.

Zein added that the people of
Iran and Niger share views on
religious principles, the pursuit of
independence and the demand for
rights.

He also noted that Niger
considers Iran as a trusted friend
and partner because of the
commonalities between the two
countries.

The Prime Minister emphasized

' U.S. uses human rights to serve
terests, Raisi s

ays

that Niger wants to expand relations
with Iran in different fields.

Last year, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
held talks with his Nigerian
counterpart Bakary Yao Sangare in
Tehran.

The two parties discussed a wide
range of bilateral and regional
issues. His visit comes as France’s
days as a military power in Africa,
including Niger, are numbered.

In the press conference, Amir
Abdollahian also said despite
deceptive statements from US.
officials, Washington is supplying
the occupying regime  with
weapons, fueling Israel’s continued
genocide in the Gaza Strip.

“One of the important issues
raised during today’s meeting
was the issue of Palestine and the
ongoing Israeli war on Gaza,” Amir
Abdollahian said.

Unfortunately, the United States
has been offering its one-sided and
full support to the Zionist regime,’
Amir Abdollahian said, adding,
“Today, the American security
apparatus is managing Israel’s war
on Gaza”

Abdollahian then discussed the
direct US. involvement in the Israeli
war against Gaza and the Tel Aviv
regime’s attempts to obstruct the
delivery of humanitarian supplies
to the coastal region.

South Korea appoints new ambassador to Iran

TEHRAN - South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol has shaken up 6 overseas
ambassador posts, appointing new envoys to
Iran, Germany, Turkey, Madagascar, Uruguay,
and Ghana.

Kim Jun-pyo, director general for North
American affairs, will head the Korean Embassy

in Iran. Yeol presented him with a letter of
credentials at the presidential office in Seoul on
Friday.

Iran and South Korea have traditionally
enjoyed friendly ties since the
establishment of the Korean Republic
in 1948. Ties between the two countries

frayed in 2017 after Seoul froze about $7
billion of Iranian funds in South Korea,
citing U.S. sanctions.

South Korea unfroze the moneyin 2023.The
two countries are now working to repair ties
and both are seeking to boost cooperation in
different fields.

Iran, Pakistan welcome ambassadors back to their
respective posts

From page 1 » Officials from
both countries expressed respect
for their neighbor’s sovereignty
and said that they are willing to
engage in dialogue to cooperate
for a more intense fight against
terrorism.

In a post on X on Friday,
Ambassador Mudassir stated that
a strong Pakistan and Iran are
“critical for region & to promote
historic people-to-people ties”.

“Time to turn a new leaf

he wrote, commenting on
the significance of a peaceful
relationship between Islamabad
and Tehran.

In the past decade, Iran has
asked that Pakistan do more to
rein in the Jaish ul-Adl group which
has carried out several deadly
attacks on Iranian soil in the past
years. In December, the terror
group attacked a police station
in southeastern Iran, killing 11
officers and injuring 6 others.

without U.S. support Army ready to respond to any threats: commander

From page 1 » “If the USS. today stops its
backing - logistical and weapons, political
and media support - of the genocidal war
launched by Israel, then | can assure you that
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will
not survive for 10 minutes,” he asserted. “So
the key to solve the problem is in Washington
before it is in Tel Aviv.”

Responding to a question about Gaza and
Hamas, he continued, “We consider Hamas a
Palestinian liberation group that is standing
against occupation. Of course, we never
approved the killing of women and children,
civilians anywhere in the world. We never

Amir Abdollahian concluded that “nobody is
going to benefit from any war. We believe that
the solution is never war”

Iran sent messages to U.S. on risk of wider
regional war

In an interview with Al-Monitor in New York,
Amir Abdollahian said Tehran is not seeking a
wider regional conflict.

He also stated that any country seeking to
normalize ties with the Tel Aviv regime will pay
a heavy price.

Alluding to the post-war Gaza, Iran’s top
diplomat said Palestinian leaders must be the
decision-makers and others must support them.

TEHRAN - Commander of the Iranian Army’s
Ground Force Brigadier General Kioumars
Heydari says the Army’s Ground Forces are
operating at peak defensive readiness and
combat capability.

Heydari, addressing commanders and
personnelinthe Khuzestan province, underscored
the active involvement of Ground Force units
nationwide, particularlyinborderareas, defending
the country with cutting-edge equipment. Any
mistakes by enemies would prompt a swift and

resolute response from the Ground Forces.

Delving into the region’s political
dynamics, he stated, “Global powers
cannot tolerate the emergence of Islam
and the Islamic Republic, introducing a new
narrative to the world. The ruling system is
retreating, a consequence of the positive
impact of Iran in the region.”

He highlighted the unwavering support
of the Army’s Ground Forces for the sacred
system of the Islamic Republic of Iran in all

arenas, reaffirming their allegiance to the
Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei.

Iranian military experts and engineers have in
recent years made remarkable breakthroughs
in manufacturing a broad range of indigenous
equipment, making the armed forces self-
sufficient.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution has
repeatedly called for efforts to maintain and
boost Iran’s defense capabilities.

Amir Abdollahian applauds South Africa’s victory in ICJ

case against Israel

supportit”

Disavowing the bogus claims that Iran
has armed the Yemeni forces, the foreign
minister said the US. military has fabricated
the information. “Mostly, this is a TV show,” he
asserted.

Given the US. assassination of top Iranian
commander Lt. General Qassem Soleimani in
Iraq in January 2020, he averred, “That was a
big, big mistake made by Trump. That is not
something that we will be able to forget,
adding that Tehran still wanted to see all the
people involved in the strike brought to justice.

Furthermore, Abdollahian argued that
whether Trump won or lost his bid for another
term in the Oval Office would ultimately have
little impact on the relationship between the
US.and Iran.

“Individuals are not important, what matters
is the behavior of the government that takes
the office,” he added.

“A Palestinian-Palestinian dialogue should
be established and they should agree on how
to govern Gaza and the West Bank,” he added.

Referring to the latest developments in the
region and Gaza, Amir Abdollahian said that
various messages were exchanged between
Tehran and Washington, adding that Iran does
not seek to spread war.

“Today, the United States is fighting fiercely
alongside Prime Minister Netanyahu in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank;” adding that supporting
Israel’s genocide in Gaza is incompatible with
the humanitarian values that the United States
holds.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Amir Abdollahian
addressed Yemen's actions in the Red Sea
against ships bound for Israel, noting that
all resistance groups in the region acted
independently and according to their own
interests and considerations and do not receive
orders from Iran.

TEHRAN- The Iranian foreign
minister praised South Africa for
its victory in the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) against
Israel.

In his commendation, Hossein
Amir  Abdollahian  extended
congratulations to South African
Minister of International Relations
and Cooperation Naledi Pandor.

Highlighting Tehran's
unwavering support for Cape

Town'’s initiative, Amir Abdollahian
emphasized, “Once again, |
underscore the backing of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for the
efforts of the South African
government.”

He went on to denounce
Israeli officials as the “most
reviled” figures in public opinion,
attributing this sentiment to
their involvement in genocide
and unprecedented war crimes

against Palestinians.

The minister asserted that
justice should prevail, urging
that those responsible for such
actions be held accountable.

He underscored the enduring
impact of Israeli war crimes,
affirming that they will not be
forgotten and will continue to be
pursued by global public opinion.
with

In alignment Iran’s

position on the South Africa
case, the minister called on
counterparts  worldwide to
support the South African
initiative within the ICJ.

On January 26, the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) delivered its ruling on the
emergency measures requested
by South Africa in its genocide
case against Israel over its war
on the Gaza Strip.

Terror attack thwarted in southeastern Iran

TEHRAN - Police in Iran’s southeastern
province of Sistan-Baluchestan announced
that two terrorists failed to conduct an attack
on a police station on Thursday.

Two terrorists opened fire at the Shuru police

station in Zahedan, the provincial capital, from
a far distance, and after receiving a knockout
response, they fled the area, a provincial police
official announced.

According to state news agency IRNA, efforts

continue to arrest the terrorists, the colonel
added.

“Terrorists will not be safe in Sistan-
Baluchestan.”



Parliamentary approval required
for BRICS membership: VP

TEHRAN - Iran’s Vice President
for Legal Affairs Mohammad
Dehghan has asserted that joining
the BRICS bloc necessitates a bill
and subsequent approval from the
Iranian Parliament.

Dehghan elaborated on the legal
procedures involved in joining BRICS,
stating that relevant institutions
shoulder the responsibility of initiating
the process. He drew parallels with
Iran’s accession to the Shanghai
Cooperation ~ Organization ~ (SCO),
emphasizing that 50 documents
were prepared in collaboration with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
presented to the Parliament for
approval. Ultimately, the Parliament
endorsed the bill, paving the way for
Iran’s official entry into the SCO.

Addressing the specific
requirements and  obligations
associated with BRICS membership,
Dehghan underscored the role of
relevant institutions in drafting and
submitting a bill to the government.

Hereiterated that the government
will take the necessary steps once
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs forward
the bill, which will then be presented
to the Parliament for final approval.

The BRICS group, comprised of

Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa, established in 2009, has
emerged as a significant force shaping
global economic discussions.

Iran, alongside Argentina, Egypt,
Ethiopia, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia,
has received an invitation to join this
influential bloc. Their anticipated full
membership, official from January
1, 2024, marks a substantial shift in
the geopolitical landscape.

Earlier in January, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Nasser Kanaani,
noted that Tehran is considered a full
member of the bloc.

Addressing reporters at a weekly
press conference, Kanaani added
that “the BRICS group has gained

more weight with the addition of new
members. One of the outcomes of
improving Iran’s international status
is its membership in the BRICS”

Also, on the same date, South
Africa’s representative in the BRICS
group of emerging economies, Anil
Sooklal, stated that Iran, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Egypt, and Ethiopia will join the bloc
on January 1,2024.

At the recent BRICS meeting,
which  took place in Durban,
South Africa, early in December,
Sooklal underlined —referring to
the attendance of high-ranking
representatives of Iran, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt,
and Ethiopia— that the number of

BRICS members will double with the
addition of these nations.

He went on to add that the next
conference of the economic group
is scheduled for January 30 in
Moscow, and it is expected that
representatives of the new BRICS
members will be there.

In an interview with Sputnik, Iran’s
Deputy Foreign Minister for Political
Affairs, Ali Bagheri Kani, emphasized
Iran’s commitment, alongside other
BRICS members, to actively pursue
de-dollarization  across  various
economic sectors.

Bagheri Kani highlighted the focus
on trade, economic collaborations,
and financial exchanges within this
influential coalition of major economies.

He emphasized ongoing initiatives
and expressed optimism about
reinforcing these efforts to swiftly
achieve their objectives.

Bagheri Kani underscored the
importance of collaborative efforts,
signaling a unified commitment
within BRICS to reducing dependency
on the dollar.

He clarified that the initiatives aim
to establish a framework fostering
economic autonomy and resilience
among member nations.

Iran fully supports South Africa in filing lawsuit against Israel

Frome Page 1 » Emphasizing the commitment
of both nations to strengthening relations,
Raisi highlighted the use of shared capabilities
to enhance cooperation in political, economic,
and scientific fields. Ramaphosa reciprocated,
acknowledging Iran’s consistent support for
South Africa and expressing delight in witnessing
influential and peace-loving nations like Iran
advocating for the rights of the Palestinian people.

Ramaphosa dismissed opposition from countries

supporting the Zionist regime as ineffective in
deterring South Africa’s determination to combat
genocide and crimes. He criticized these nations for
their hypocritical approach in international relations,
revealing their true nature during the crises in Gaza,
where their disregard for human lives became
evident. The South African President conveyed deep
respect for the Islamic Republic of Iran, emphasizing
the history of positive relations and interactions
between the two countries, expressing a keen
interest in advancing bilateral ties.

South Africa filed the lawsuit in December,
accusing Israel of committing genocide against the
people of Gaza. At least 26,083 Palestinians have
been killed and 64,487 wounded by Israeli forces in
the Gaza Strip since the start of the war on October
7, according to the latest figures published by the
enclave’s Ministry of Health. The representative of
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OCHA) in the occupied Palestinian
territories says that the situation in the Gaza Strip is
“nothing less than catastrophic”.

Iran, Russia, Turkey demand end to Israeli attacks on Syrian soil

Frome Page 1 » The Iranian
delegation was led by Ali Asghar
Khaji, Senior Assistant to the Iranian
Foreign Minister, while the Russian
and Turkish delegations were
headed by Aleksandr Lavrentiyev,

Special Envoy for Syria to Russian
President Vladimir Putin, and Ahmet
Yildiz, Deputy Foreign Minister of
Turkey, respectively.

Furthermore, the trio expressed

their firm commitment to continue
collaborating in the fight against
terrorism in all its guises and to
oppose separatist agendas aimed
at undermining Syria’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity, while also

posing a threat to the national
security of neighboring countries.
They emphasized the importance of
countering cross-border attacks and
infiltrations as part of this collective
effort.

Martyrs’ blood yleld upper hand in power dynamics, IRGC general says

TEHRAN - The commander of

the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) in Tehran province has

attributed the country’s prevailing
position in power dynamics to the
sacrifices and resistance culture
cultivated by martyrs.

In his address on Friday, Brig. Gen.
Hassan ~ Hassanzadeh  extended
felicitations on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Imam Ali and Father’s Day.

“The martyrs of Tehran, numbering
over 24,000, hailed from diverse walks
of life, including the president, prime
minister, ministers, parliamentarians,
professors, teachers, and students,’

he remarked Providing further insights
into the composition of Tehran's
martyrdom figures, Gen. Hassanzadeh
highlighted the significant contributions
made by students, traders, women,
and clerics, who collectively accounted
for 5,600, 2,500, 561, and 580 martyrs,
respectively.

He underscored the significance
of the statements of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution who said that
commemorating the martyrs is akin
to martyrdom.

“Remembrance of the martyrs
signifies upholding the ideals and
objectives they fought for] the
general asserted.

Concluding his remarks, the
general affirmed that the nation’s
power advantage is rooted in the
“blessing of martyrs’ blood, the
culture of sacrifice, perseverance,
and resistance” He emphasized
that as long as the nation embraces
martyrdom as the epitome of life, it
will continue to flourish.

Iran possesses advance air defense capabilities: commander

TEHRAN - The chief commander
of Iran’s Air Defense Force says the
nation’s air defense capabilities have
reached a pinnacle of maturity.

Addressing the Air Defense Forces
staff in Tehran on Thursday, Brigadier
General Alireza Sabahifard underscored
the pivotal role played by talented
youth in propelling advancements in air
defense capabilities.

Emphasizing ~ the  strategic
importance of the achievement,

Sabahifard stressed that
comprehensive infrastructure and
resources have been diligently
provided to harness the full potential
of the country’s youth, both within and
beyond the armed forces, facilitating
their attainment of scientific peaks.

Moreover, Sabahifard highlighted
that a substantial portion of the
armed forces’ strength, isindebted to
the activities of dedicated personnel.
“The primary focus remains on the
training of specialized and intelligent

human resources, with air defense
taking precedence,” he added.

In a comparative analysis of
the roles of soldiers in Iran versus
those in other countries, the
general accentuated that Iranian
soldiers go beyond the conventional
responsibilities of safeguarding
territorial integrity and borders.
He stated, “Our soldiers undergo a
rigorous training regimen, guided
by divine and lofty objectives. This
includes promoting independence,

accepting responsibility, fostering
societal integration, maintaining
order,exhibiting continuous efforts,
and demonstrating readiness to
contribute meaningfully to society.”

Iranianauthorities have consistently
stated their commitment to enhancing
the country’s military capabilities, with
a clear focus on defensive purposes.
They have asserted that Iran’s defense
capabilities are non-negotiable and
will not be subject to discussions.

Pakistan reaffirms strong ties with Iran, addresses regional issues

TEHRAN - Pakistani Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar has reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering
commitment to its ties with Iran, describing the
neighboring country as a “friend and ally”

Kakar underscored Pakistan’s unwavering
support for Iran in addressing regional and
international challenges.

He dismissed any notion of Islamabad engaging
in activities that could jeopardize Iran’s security.

The Pakistani prime wminister highlighted
Pakistan’s efforts to address Tehran's security
concerns, noting that Islamabad has extradited
several terrorist elements to Iran to strengthen
the security of both countries.

Kakar expressed optimism about further
bolstering security cooperation between Iran
and Pakistan through enhanced communication

channels to counter common threats along their
shared borders.He emphasized that Iran remains
a “friendly and brotherly country” and that there
are no fundamental disagreements or strategic
conflicts between the two nations.

On the issue of Palestine, Kakar reiterated
Pakistan’s unwavering support for the Palestinian
cause and its refusal to recognize the Israeli regime.
“Recognizing Israel would be morally, politically, and
economically untenable for Pakistan,” he asserted.

Kakar pointed to the past failures of
normalization efforts with Israel, citing the
example of the Abraham Accords, which he
characterized as “fruitless.

He acknowledged the decision of some
Arab states to normalize ties with Israel, but
emphasized that Pakistan’s stance on this issue

remains firm. “Recognition of Israel does not
align with Pakistan’s interests, and we will never
recognize it as a country,” he declared.

Regarding relations with India, Kakar reiterated
Pakistan’s position that the resolution of the
Kashmir dispute is the only path towards
normalizing ties with New Delhi.

He expressed concern over Afghanistan’s
inaction in addressing Pakistan’s security
concerns, urging Kabul to play a more constructive
role in promoting regional stability.

Concluding his remarks, Kakar denounced any
compromise with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), asserting that the terrorist group must
surrender unconditionally. “Pakistan’s armed
forces and nation are ready to fight terrorism for
the next 100 years if necessary,” he declared.
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Iran midfielder
Shojaei calls time on
career

TEHRAN - Veteran Iranian foothall player
Masoud Shojaei announced his retirement from
football on Wednesday.

The attacking midfielder, who turns 40 in June,
will be appointed as head coach of Iranian top
flight football club Havadar.

Shojae represented Iran national football team
in three FIFA World Cups (2006, 2014, 2018) and
four AFC Asian Cups. He played 87 times and
scored eight goals for Team Melli.

Shojai started his playing career in Abadan-
based club Sanat Naft in 2002 and also played for
Iranian clubs Saipa, Tractor and Nassaji,

After playing for Emirati club Al-Sharjah, he
went on to spend several seasons in Spain with
Osasuna from 2008 to 2013, appearing in 112
official matches.

Moharrami misses
rest of 2023 AFC
Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iran national football team right-
back Sadegh Moharrami missed the rest of the
2023 AFC Asian Cup due to a foot injury.

In the first half of the match against the UAE,
he was forced to leave the field after suffering
ligament damage and MRI scan determined its
severity.

Iran defeated the UAE 2-1in Group C.

His absence will be a big blow to Team Melli in
the upcoming matches.

Iran are scheduled to meet Syria on Jan. 3Tinthe
competition’s knockout stage.

Mostafa Toghani
crowned Iran’s
Pahlevan

TEHRAN - Mostafa Toghani won Iran’s Pahlevani
Wrestling Championship title.

He beat Akbar Sobhani in the +100kg weight
class.

Pahlevan of Iran is an annual Pahlevani
Wrestling competition held in Iran, in which
athletes from across the country participate to
achieve the title.

Though the competition has ancient roots, its
modern form has been held since 1944.

Winner of this title is called Pahlevan and wears
the special Bazouband (Armband).

The United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) registered
Pahlevani and Zourkhaneh rituals in the list of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2014.

Vafaei starts Welsh
Open in style

TEHRAN - Iran’s Hossein Vafaei defeated Scott
Donaldson 4-1in his opening match in the Welsh
Open.

The preliminary stages for the Welsh Open run
until Saturday at the Barnsley Metrodome.

The top 16 seeds, including reigning champion
Robert Milkins and world champion Luca Brecel,
have had their round-of-128 ties held over.

It will be the last opportunity to earn ranking
points that will count towards qualification to the
Players Championship.

Additionally, it marks the conclusion of the
European Series in which the highest earner after
eight counting events will receive a bonus worth
£150,000.

Inter, Taremi ironing
out final details

TEHRAN - Inter Milan are working on finalizing
the few remaining knots before securing the
services of Mehdi Taremi.

The 31-year-old is currently running on an
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expiring contract. Thus, he will leave Porto at the
end of the season and sign for anew club as a free
agent.

For their part, the Nerazzurri have been lurking
since the summer.

While a deal never materialized in August due to
Porto’s asking price, Inter never abandoned their
pursuit of Taremi, reveals FcInter1908.

The Serie A giants eventually had to resort to
alternative options - namely Marko Arnautovic
and Alexis Sanchez - but they remained keen
on luring the Iranian to Appiano Gentile at some
point.

In recent weeks, Inter have made an important
breakthrough in their negotiations with the
player's entourage. Most major Italian news
sources now expect the striker to join Simone
Inzaghi's ranks ahead of next season.

As FcInter1908 tells it, the two parties are now
ironing out the final details before reaching the
finish line.

The report believes that the path is now clear
for the Nerazzurri to strike a full agreement with
the Porto striker.

This season, Taremi has thus far contributed
with six goals and four assists across all
competitions for the Dragons.

Esteghlal forward
Yamga undergoes
successful surgery

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football team forward
Kevin Yamga underwent another successful eye
surgery.

The French striker had undergone eye surgery
after suffering an injury in Esteghlal’s training last
week.

The iconic player could be out of action until the
end of the season.

The 28-year-old striker joined Esteghlal in
October 2021 and helped the team win the Iran
league in the 2021-22 season.

Yamga'’s absence will be a big blow to Esteghlal,
who currently lead Iran Professional League (IPL).

Faraz Kamalvand
named Sanat Naft
coach: IPL

TEHRAN - Faraz Kamalvand was appointed as
the new head coach of Iran’s Sanat Naft football
club on Wednesday.

He had previously headed the Abadan-based
football club in the 2017-18 season.

The 47-year-old coach has most recently
worked as the head coach of first-division side
Kheybar Khorramabad.

The Iranian club were without a coach after
Abdollah Veisi stepped down from his role in mid-
December.

Sanat Naft sit 14th in the 2023-24 Iran
Professional League (IPL) table, one point above
the relegation zone.

Roma not interested
in parting ways with
Azmoun

TEHRAN - Roma have rejected several
approaches for their Iranian striker Sardar
Azmoun, with Sevilla being the latest club to show
their interest.

Transfer specialist Fabrizio Romano has
tweeted that the Giallorossi has no intention of
parting with the 29-year-old, who arrived in the
[talian capital on loan from Bayer Leverkusen last
summer.

New boss Daniele De Rossi has also blocked
any potential departure, claiming that the player
remains very much part of his plans, as he looks
to lead his former club back into next season’s
Champions League.

Azmoun has failed to start any Serie A games
this season and has scored only once since his
arrival in Italy. Despite this, De Rossi remains
confident he could still have a vital part to play in
the second half of the campaign.
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Over 850 tons of medicinal plants
exported since last March
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TEHRAN- Iran exported over 850 tons of
medicinal plants since the beginning of current
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023), an
official with the country’s Natural Resources and
Watershed Management Organization announced.

Tarahom Behzad, the director-general of the
pasture affairs office of the organization, said
that 14 natural climates are known in the world,
of which there are about 11 climates in Iran, and
it is the breeding ground of all kinds of medicinal
plants.

So far, about 8,600 plant species have been
identified in Iran, of which 2300 species are
medicinal and are directly used in the field of
medicine, health and food supplements, the
official added.

He said benefitting from a special climate and
the area of about six million hectares of medicinal
plant habitats is a very suitable opportunity for
Iran for proper exploitation, more serious entry
into the field of processing, creating employment,
more specialized exports in the field of processed
products, and earning foreign currency.

Although, problems such as not allocating an
independent line of credit for the protection and
modification of medicinal plants and boosting
production of these plant, and the lack of
necessary and expert personnel have caused the
valuable and hidden capacities of this field to
remain stagnant, the official lamented.

In mid-December, 2023, an official with the
Ministry of Agriculture announced that the
production of medicinal plants in the country is
anticipated to reach 450,000 tons in the current
Iranian calendar year (ends on March 19).

Hossein Zeynali, the director of the ministry’s
medicinal plants national plan, also announced
that such plants are currently cultivated in near
260,000 hectares of land in the country.

According to the published statistics, 400,000
people are working in the production of medicinal
plants in Iran.Also, 32,000 people are working in
packaging of these plants.

As stated by an official with the Ministry of

Health, Iran holds some 40 percent share of the
market for medicinal plants in the neighboring
countries.

‘A large volume of pharmaceuticals,
supplements, food products, and beverages are
exported to Iraq, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia, and
Afghanistan,” IRNA quoted Hamidreza Banafsheh
as saying in late October, 2023.

Iran is among the leading countries in the field
of medicine and health technology, supplying 98
percent of pharmaceutical items to the domestic
market, the official noted.

“Nearly 450 out of 1400 knowledge-based
companies are active in the field of herbal
medicines, biotechnology, and food industries.”

He went on to say that the National Institute for
Medical Research Development aims at expanding
exports of medicinal products.

Since most of the raw materials for the
production of herbal medicines are native to
the country, these products can internationally
compete with those of the other countries, he
added.Besides, some 15 to 20 percent of Iran’s
herbal medicines are unique in the world. Iran has
the capacity to introduce new herbal medicines to
the world, he highlighted.

Producing and commercializing pharmaceutical
plants are the best ways to introduce the rich
resources of herbal medicines which, in addition to
making foreign currency revenues for the country,
will lead to the scientific authority of Iran in this
field, he concluded.

According to the chairman of the Union of
Medicinal Plants Exporters of Iran, the country’s
export of medicinal plants can be increased
through compliance more with the world
standards.

Mohammad-Ali Rezaei Kamal-Abad stated that
world standards are increasing due to the health-
oriented consumption of herbal products, and
failure to comply with these standards will lead to
the return or destruction of these products.

“In the past years, poisons have entered the
country, which are not only not used in other
countries, but have also caused water and soil
pollution in our country”, he lamented.

Referring to the importance of agricultural
product export standardization, he added:
“Standardization is done in our country, but
this standardization is not up-to-date. With
the coordination of ministries, expenditure and
updating of information can help to standardize
agricultural products and develop the export of
these products”, he commented.

He said that having more than 11 climates out of
13 climates, Iran has 8,000 varieties of medicinal
plants, which is at least twice as much as Europe.

Commodities worth $457m exported
from Zanjan province in 9 months

TEHRAN- Commodities worth $457 million
were exported from Zanjan province in the first
nine months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-Decemebr 21,2023), a provincial official
announced.Majid Golshani-Fard, the head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade Department,
put the weight of exported products at 867,000
tons.

The official also said that 21 new products were
added to the list of the export items and 11 new
countries were added to the list of the export
destinations of the products exported from the
province in the said nine-month period.

As previously announced by the official,
commodities valued at $579 million were exported
from Zanjan province in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20, 2023).

Saying that six countries were added to the
export destinations of the province, Golshani-
Fard said that currently, the main export target
countries of the province are Turkey, Irag, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Pakistan, India,
Azerbaijan, Oman, South Africa, Russia, and Spain.

He named zinc ingots, transformers and
accessories, rebars, steel ingots, copper wire, zinc
concentrate, cardboard, lead ingots, and dairy
products as the main exported items.

The official  further announced that
commodities worth $504 million were imported
to the province in the previous year, and named
Turkey, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates,
Germany, Slovakia, Singapore, Italy, China, Hong
Kong, and Spain as the main sources of imports.

He listed wood pulp, recycled paper and

cardboard, tobacco, polyamide and plastic tape,
production line machines, polyamide thread and
polyester thread as the major imported items.

As previously announced by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), Iran exported 101.904 million tons of non-
oil goods valued at $36.43 billion during the first
nine months of the current Iranian calendar year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the nine-
month non-oil export indicates 26.48 percent
growth in weight, but 0.68 percent fall in value,
year on yearThe official also said that the
country’s exports in the first nine months of this
year, including oil, electricity, and technical and
engineering services, and excluding the export via
suitcase trade, reached $63.97 billion.

Appreciating the cooperation of the Ministries
of Qil, Energy, and Industry, Mining and Trade in
providing relevant statistics, he said: “It is for the
first time that the statistics of the export of oil,
electricity and technical and engineering services
along with the export of non-oil goods are
published by the customs. This government action
is aimed at transparency in the performance of
foreign trade.”

The IRICA head put the value of the export of oil
at $26.46 billion, electricity at $300 million, and
technical and engineering services at $780 million
in the nine-month period.

Rezvani-Far further announced that Iran has
imported 28.7 million tons of goods worth $48.42
billion in the first nine months of the present year,
of which $60 million was the value of electricity
import.

Iran, Turkey conclude 10 co-op
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From page 1 » connecting
power grids, railway and road
construction, investment in gas
fields, construction of a new
gas pipeline from Iran to Turkey,
strengthening air transportation
cooperation, and easing the
trade between the two countries
traders and businesspersons.

Iran to use foreign currency
resources in Turkey in new deal

On the sidelines of the two
countries’ supreme economic
cooperation council meeting,
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
reached an agreement with
Turkish banking authorities to
use Iranian foreign currency
resources in that country.

According to the CBI Governor
Mohammad Reza Farzin, who
was part of a high-level political
and economic delegation led by
President Raisi to Ankara, Iran has
good foreign currency resources
in Turkey and wants to use them
more.

“We discussed with the
governor of the central bank, the
minister of economy, and other
Turkish officials about how to
use these resources resulting
from Iran’s gas export there”, he
said.

Inking contract to connect
power grids

Iran Grid Management
Company and the Turkish
Electricity Transmission

Company (TEIAS) also signed
an agreement on the sidelines
of the mentioned gathering to
make the Khoy-Van grid line
operational.

Iran’s Mehdi Moghimzadeh and
Turkey’s Orhan Kaldirim signed
the contract for the connection
of the 400-kilovolt BtB HVDC
line between Khoy (Iran) and
Van (Turkey) during a meeting in
Ankara on Wednesday with the
presence of Raisi and Erdogan.

Moghimzadeh said that the
operation requires state-of-
the-art equipment and is also
Iran’s first experience in cross-
border grid connection via HVDC
infrastructure.

The pilot operation of the BtB
HVDC was successfully carried
out last year, the Iranian manager
said, adding that the new
agreement paves the way for real
operation, which can create an
opportunity to exchange power
with Turkey and some European
countries.

Raisi calls for removing
barriers to expansion of trade
ties

Addressing the Iranian and
Turkish ~ businesspersons at
the meeting, Raisi emphasized
efforts to remove the existing
obstacles in the way of bolstering
economic ties between Iran and
Turkey and to increase the value

ring President R

of annual trade to $30 billion.

The Iranian president
expressed hope that the
meeting will be a turning point
in promoting the trade and
economic relations between the
two countries.

Iran is determined to boost
the level of trade and economic
relations with Turkey, Raisi said,
adding that the two countries
inked several MOUs and
agreements for boosting mutual
ties in the fields of trade and
economy.

I[ran and Turkey enjoy high
potential to boost their activities
in all fields, especially trade and
economy, Raisi emphasized.

The two countries have
agreed to increase the value
of the annual bilateral trade to
$30 billion, he said, calling on
the entrepreneurs of the two
countries to make their utmost
efforts in line with materializing
this objective.

Raisi also urged responsible
officials and organizations of
the two countries to remove
the trade barriers facing the
entrepreneurs of the two
countries.

He pointed to the cooperation
between Iran and Turkey in
the regional and international
arenas and noted that the Islamic
Republic of Iran attaches great
importance to its relations with
neighboring and Muslim states.

Private sectors urge to play
key role in realizing $30b trade
target

The newly elected Head of
the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) Samad Hassanzadeh,
who also accompanied Raisi in
his visit to Turkey, said in his turn
that Iranian and Turkish private
sectors should wmake their
utmost efforts in realizing the
goal of achieving the $30 billion
annual trade between the two
countries.

Addressing a group of Iranian
and Turkish businesspersons on
Wednesday, Hassanzadeh called
on the private sectors of the two
countries to play a leading role in
realizing the two countries’ trade

objective.

He pointed to the deep
cultural, religious, and historical
relations between Iran and
Turkey that date back to long
ago and noted that the two
countries have managed to
bolster bilateral cooperation in
all fields, especially in the trade
and economic fields.

He added that the current
volume of trade between the two
countries is not acceptable and
should grow.

Tehran-Ankara trade hits
$9.5b in 10 months

The head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) has put
the value of the trade exchanges
between Iran and Turkey in the
first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-January 20, 2024) at $9.5
billion.

The two countries exchanged
10.297 million tons of non-oil
products, valued at $9.541 billion,
in the mentioned time span,
Mohammad Rezvanifar stated.

The deputy minister of
economy added that 6.75T million
tons of goods, valued at $3.498
billion, were exported from Iran
to the neighboring country,
showing a 47.51 and 47.11 percent
decline compared to last year’s
corresponding period.

In this period, Iran imported
3.546 million tons of products,
valued at $6.44 billion, from
Turkey, registering a 16.93 and
18.74 percent hike compared to
last year’s corresponding period,
he noted.

Rezvanifar further said that
Iran exported $955 million worth
of liquefied natural gas (LPG)
and $616 million worth of urea
to Turkey during the 10-month
period.

Unprocessed gold, sunflower
oil and tractors were among the
main products imported into the
country from Turkey, the [RICA
head added.

According to the latest
figures released by the Turkish
Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT),
the trade exchanges between
Iran and Turkey in the first 11

aisi’s visit

months of 2023 reached $5.0
billion, showing a 13 percent
decline compared to the same
period of 2022.

Iran’s  trade  with  the
neighboring country stood at
$5.8 billion in January-November
2022, Tasnim News Agency
reported.

According to  TURKSTAT,
Turkey’s exports to Iran from
January to November 2023
reached $3.0 billion, recording a
seven percentincrease compared
to last year’s corresponding
period.

Turkey exported over $2.8 billion
worth of products to the Islamic
Republic in the first 11 months of
2022Turkey’s imports from Iran
however registered a 33 percent
decline and fell from $3.0 billion
in January to November 2022 to
$2.0 billion in the first 11 months
of 2023.

The Turkish Statistical Institute
reported a 42 percent increase
in the country’s exports to Iran in
November 2023. Turkey’s exports
to Iran were reported to be $290
million in November last year,
while the figure has increased to
$412 million in November this year.
Iran has been the 13th destination
of Turkey's export goods this
month.

Meanwhile, Turkey’'s import
from Iran in November 2023
reached $182 million with a 13
percent decrease compared to
the previous year. Turkey had
imported $212 million of goods
from Iran in November 2022.

The total trade between the
two countries in the 11th month
of 2023 reached $594 million with
an 18 percent growth compared to
the same period of the previous
year.

Based on the data previously
released by the Turkish Statistical
Institute, the value of Iran’s
exports to Turkey increased by
19 percent to reach $3.35 billion
in 2022.

Turkey had imported over $2.82
billion worth of commodities
from the Islamic Republic in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data,
Iran’s imports from the country
also marked an 11-percent rise to
hit $3.07 billion in the past year,
in comparison with 2021, when
the figure was $2.77 billion.

According to the Turkish
Statistical Institute, the trade
between the two countries
registered a 15-percent rise in
2022 compared to 2021.

The value of trade between
the two neighbors reached $6.42
billion in 2022, while the figure
stood at $5.59 billion in the
preceding year.

Iran’s trade balance with

Turkey was $280 million positive
in favor of Iran in the past year.

44,000 TEUs of commodities shipped via Chabahar portin 10 months

TEHRAN- Chabahar port, in the southeast of
Iran, witnessed the shipment of 44,000 TEUs
of commodities during the first 10 months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-Janaury 20, 2024), the Islamic Republic of
Iran Shipping Line (IRISL) announced.

As reported, this amount of shipment was
conducted after equipping this oceanic port and

providing up-to-date logistics facilities.

As Iran’s only oceanic port on the Gulf of
Oman, Chabahar Port holds great significance
for the country both politically and economically.
The country has taken serious measures for
developing this port in order to improve the
country’s maritime trade.

The port consists of Shahid Kalantari and
Shahid Beheshti terminals, each of which has five
berth facilities. The port is located in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan Province and is about 120 kilometers
southwest of Pakistan's Baluchistan Province,
where the China-funded Gwadar port is situated.

In May 2016, India, Iran, and Afghanistan signed
a trilateral agreement for the strategically-
located Chabahar port to give New Delhi access to
Kabul and Central Asia.

Later, based on a separate deal with Iran, India
agreed to install and operate modern loading and

unloading equipment including mobile harbor
cranes in Shahid Beheshti Port in Chabahar.

Under the framework of the mentioned
agreement, the Indian side has been operating
in Shahid Beheshti port in the form of a build-
operate-transfer (BOT) contract; this is the first
time that such a contract has been implemented
in one of the country’s ports with 100 percent
foreign investment.

The first consignment of Indian equipment for
the development of port activities at Chabahar
portworth $8.5 million arrived in the southeastern
port in January 2021.

Back in last July, India’s ambassador to Tehran
said Iran’s southeastern Chabahar Port is a golden
opportunity for India to expand its economic ties.

“Chabahar’s position in the expansion of trade
exchanges in West Asia, Eurasia, and even Europe
is unique,” the envoy said during a visit to the port.

Iran puts free trade with 4 countries on agenda

TEHRAN - Following the
approval of Iran’s Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with the
Eurasian Economic  Union
(EAEU), the Islamic has put it

on the agenda to reach same
agreement with four other
countries, the head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) announced.

“The Free Trade Agreement
with the Eurasian Economic
Union is going to be approved
and passed by the parliament
within the next six months

Mehdi Zeyghami said, adding
that free trade with Venezuela,
Syria, Pakistan and an Eastern
European country is also on the
agenda, IRIB reported.



“Historic victory” for
Palestinians

ICJ issues emergency orders for Israel in Gaza genocide case, falls short

TEHRAN - In a much-anticipated
decision on Friday, the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) issued an
order for Israel to take all necessary
steps to minimize casualties and
destruction in the besieged Gaza
Strip.

The ruling followed a two-
week deliberation by ICJ judges
subsequent to South Africa’s filing
of a genocide case against Israel
two months earlier. While the court
requested provisional measures
within Gaza, it stopped short of
demanding an immediate ceasefire,
which had also been requested by
South Africa.

South Africa celebrated the
ruling as a ‘“decisive victory”
for intermational rule of law.
Expressing gratitude for the ICJ's
prompt response, the government
expressed appreciation for the
provisional measures and voiced
sincere hope that Israel would not
obstruct the court’s orders.

South Africa’s detailed 84-page
case against Israel contends that
the regime has deliberately violated
the 1948 Genocide Convention
since the commencement of its
latest onslaughts against the
besieged Gaza Strip on October
7. In agreement with most of
South Africa’s arguments, the ICJ
stated its belief that at least some
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of the alleged war crimes have
taken place. Furthermore, the ICJ
dismissed Israel’s appeal to dismiss
the case, affirming its jurisdiction to
adjudicate.

Under the ICJ's verdict, Israel
is also mandated to permit
humanitarian assistance into Gaza
and prosecute acts instigating
genocide in the territory, where
nearly 26,000 Palestinians have
lost their lives due to Israel’'s deadly
military campaign. The regime is
required to present a report to the
court within one month.

Palestinians both in Gaza and
the West Bank welcomed the
provisional measures. “The ICJ order
is an important reminder that no

of ordering

a ceasefire

‘B

state is above the law,” Palestinian
Authority Foreign Minister Riyad
al-Maliki said in a video statement,
adding that the verdict “should
serveas awake-up callforIsraeland
actors who enabled its entrenched
impunity.”

The Hamas resistance
movement has also hailed the
ruling. “The [International] Court of
Justice’s decision is an important
development which contributes
to isolating Israel and exposing
its crimes in Gaza” it said in a
statement.

Israeli  politicians,  however,
reacted strongly to the verdict and
have already made it clear that they
won't be respecting the UN court’s

globally acclaimed decision.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu rejected the case
which  has been  garnering
huge international attention as
“outrageous” and vowed to press
ahead with its unrelenting war on
the Palestinians. “We will continue
to do what is necessary to defend
our country and defend our people,”
he said.

One of the top members of
Israel’s far-right cabinet, known for
his racist and incendiary comments
against Palestinians, seemed to
mock the court’s order on social
media. “Hague Shmague,’ Itamar
Ben-Gvir wrote on X shortly after
the ruling was announced.

Human rights activists worldwide
have voiced their disappointment
at the absence of a mandate for
an immediate ceasefire, although
they acknowledge that the verdict
could be viewed as a momentous
triumph for the Palestinians, who
have endured 75 years under Israel’s
apartheid regime.

Some observers have also
highlighted that the ICJ’s decision
can serve as a stepping stone to
hold Israeli politicians complicit in
war crimes against Palestinians
accountable before the law.

Criminals in Gaza, their enablers and their
offspring will pay a heavier price than the Nazis

Netanyahu, Biden, Sunak, Scholz, Macron, Trudeau and Many More

At a minimum, Benjamin
Netanyahu is a criminal engaged
in war crimes, crimes against
humanity and ethnic cleansing, if
not a perpetrator of an ongoing
genocide. For him there is no hope.
He says he is a devout Jew and
he had better pray that there is
no God because if there is he will
undoubtedly fry in hell. He is not
alone. There are Zionists in Israel
and around the world who support
him politically and/or with money
and are complicit in all that he does.
They are not innocent.

Then there are lIsraels and
Netanyahu'’s international enablers.
At the top of the pile is the United
States of America. Since the
creation of Israel, but especially
since 1967, financial and military aid,
intelligence sharing and especially
political support—dozens of vetoes
at the UNSC that make a mockery
of the most important organ of
the United Nations, continued
arm twisting of other countries
to go along with Israel’s trashing
of international law and most
importantly risking a nuclear war by
protecting Israel’s right to hide over
200 nuclear warheads when Arabs
and Iran have called for a nuclear
free zone in the region—have
enabled Netanyahu and Zionists to
feel emboldened to do anything and
everything to brutalize Palestinians
and take over all their land.

Why has the US. acted so? The
primary reason—Jewish financial
and political support for US.
politicians who do Israel’s bidding.
Financial support for a country
that has a higher per capita income
than the UK or France while average
Americans are needy! This support
has come from American Jews and
also from dual American and Israeli
Jews. While the US. prohibits foreign
money in US. political campaigns,
dual citizens can get around this
impediment by collecting money
in Israel and then donating it to
the politicians of their choice, an
easy loophole that by itself should
ban any and all dual citizenships. If
this loophole is not outlawed our
political system and foreign policy
are up for sale to any dual citizen!
Are our politicians looking after USS.
or Israeli interests?

A secondary, but false, reason
for Washington's senseless and
unconditional support of Israelis the
untrue attribute of Israel, the only
“democracy” intheregion. This claim
is an insult to human intelligence.
Israel is in fact the “perfect”
apartheid state—it has three sets of
laws—one for Israeli Jews, another
for Israeli Palestinians and a third
for non-Israeli Palestinians. While
Israeli Jews enjoy the good life, not
so for Palestinians with those in
the West Bank traumatized by daily
abuse from illegal settlers and their
Israeli Defense Force protectors.
The only positive thing that can be
said of this unholy American-Israeli
alliance is that Israel sometimes
does America’s bidding in the region.

In the course of the ongoing war,
US. hypocrisy is in plain sight for
the world to see. President Biden,
Secretary of State Blinken and the
rest of the cabal correctly claim
that Israel has the right to defend
itself—but is murdering over
25,000 Palestinians, largely children
and women, self-defense? And US.
leaders demand with sorrow in
their eyes that Israel use targeted
strikes and keep to the laws of war,
then turn around and supply Israel
with outlawed white phosphorous
and one hundred additional 2,000
pound bombs, bombs that are
designed to kill anything and
everything indiscriminately! Who
does Biden think he is fooling??

Sadly for the United States, the
conduct of US. foreign policy has
further polarized our own country.
Backers of Israel have endeavored
to shut down any and all criticism
of Israel and its Zionist forays in
the region. Comments attacking
Zionism are labelled anti-Semitic
and prohibited on many US.
campuses with extreme pressure
to fire administrators who tolerate
such debate and outrage at what
Israel is doing. When | was an active
professor, | used to marvel that
on campus you could criticize the
President of the United States but
not the Prime Minister of Israel.
Efforts to shut down discussion
even permeate the classroom. On
one occasion when two students
disrupted the talk of a future Prime
Minister of a Muslim country, | was

told by another student that Israel
has a program to instruct Jewish
students on how to intimidate
professors.

The pro-Israeli bias of the US.
mediais also on full display—always
referring to October 7 to justify
Israeli crimes, always reminding
the audience of Iran's backing
for Hezbollah and the Houthis
and giving more attention to the
plight of the victims of October 7
than to the carnage in Gaza and
the ongoing dire predicament of
Palestinians living in the West Bank
(death, imprisonment, torture and
eviction). Journalistic complicity in
underreporting and covering up
Israeli crimes is outrageous for
the legacy of those who purport to
stand up and report the truth.

While the US. is the enabler in
chief, most of Western Europe,
especially the United Kingdom—
follow the US. line or are at best
silent in the face of the slaughter of
Palestinians.

Israel is in fact the
“perfect” apartheid
state—it has three
sets of laws—one
for Israeli Jews,
another for Israeli
Palestinians and a
third for non-Israeli
Palestinians.

Most disappointing are all Arab
and most Muslim countries. Most
rulers in these countries appear
to be scared of America’'s shadow.
These rulers have continued to
afford the United States military
bases and do nothing that might
upset their American backers to
protect themselves and their lavish
lives. They are scared to recall their
ambassadors to Washington and Tel
Aviv (for those who have relations
with Israel), sever relations with
the United States and to impose
primary and secondary economic
sanctions on the United States.

There will be a price to pay

for Israel and its enablers. The
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
and the International Criminal Court
(ICC), world opinion and anti-Israeli
and anti-American demonstrations
that could lead to the overthrow
of some Arab governments. South
Africa, joined by a number of
other countries, has presented a
strong case for genocide at the
ICJ. Although Israel and the United
States have dismissed the case
even at this stage—debating
whether to order “provisional
measures,” a temporary order that
would tell Israel to take steps to
guarantee that genocide doesn't
occur in the future, as the case
is pending. This case is a serious
development. While the court has
no enforcement ability, it has a big
reputational impact. Now it seems
that a case will be brought against
the United States as complicit in
Israel’s alleged crimes. If the United
States tries to persuade ICJ justices
to rule in Israel’s favor, it would be a
death nail for the international rule
of law.

Contemporaneously, a number
of countries have brought a case
at the ICC, a venue where convicted
criminals  will be arrested in
countries that are a party to the
treaty (the United States and Israel
are not).

America is in danger of being
dragged into the gutter by Israel.
Americans have to ask themselves
if such blind and possibly criminal
supportforlsraelisjustified? Doesit
reflect the America that we cherish?
If not, how can it be stopped? As for
Netanyahu and Biden, they should
pray that God does not exist. If their
religious professions are heard, they
will for sure burn in the fires of hell
for their crimes against humanity
and for foolishly thinking that they
could deceive the Almighty through
lies and duplicity.

In our quest for a better world,
we all have a role to play—to stand
up against oppression wherever
it happens and to expose the
perpetrators. This we can and all
must do if humanity is to survive.

Hossein Askari s emeritus

professor  of  business  and
international ~ affairs,  George
Washington University
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Death toll in Gaza
passes 26,000

At least 26,083 Palestinians have been killed and
64,487 wounded in Israeli attacks on Gaza since the
October 7 attack by Hamas on southern Israel.

Israel had announced its goal from the beginning
of the war to destroy Hamas and then release the
Israeli captives in Gaza, but after more than three
months, not only this goal has not been achieved,
but Israel’s insistence on these two goals has caused
differences in that society.

Experts believe that Israel is now in a dilemma
and must choose between destroying Hamas or
freeing the captives.

While PM Netanyahu is under pressure from the
families of the captives, experts believe that the
destruction of Hamas is a far-fetched goal.

Qatar PM to meet
Israel, US intel
chiefs on new Gaza
captive deal

The director of the US Central Intelligence Agency
(ClA) and his Israeli counterpart are to meet with
Qatari officials to broker a potential second deal to
secure the release of captives being held in Gaza and
apause in hostilities.

The CIAs William Burns and Mossad chief
David Barnea will meet with Qatari Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani in Europe over the weekend,
sources informed on the talks told Al Jazeera.

Red Sea crisis could
reignite inflation -
media

Higher freight costs and delays in cargo deliveries
amid the Red Sea crisis could drive up global
inflation, according to an QilPrice report this week,
citing analysts.

The disruptions to global trade caused by
continued Ansarullah attacks on Israeli-linked
vesselsintheRed Sea have sent shockwaves through
global supply chains. Analysts say the repercussions
for traffic on the key trade route could continue
for months, and ultimately result in a shortage of
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container ships, which are now using longer routes
around the Cape of Good Hope in southern Africa.

“This will strain supply chains and could lead
to higher end-product prices, which would fuel
inflation just as central banks started to signal rate
cuts are in the cards,” OilPrice wrote. Inflation and
high interest rates remain a big concern as major
economies, which defied predictions of a recession
in 2023, could be hit with a downturn this year,
experts say.

Central banks could maintain high interest rates
for a longer period than currently expected amid the
cost-of-living crisis faced by millions of households,
according to OilPrice. Europe could be particularly
vulnerable to inflation, considering that the Suez Canal
is its key maritime trade route from Asia, it noted.

North Korean
leader Kim warns
failure to provide
food a ‘serious
political issue’

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has called for
ways to be found to improve economic development
after saying that a failure to provide people with
basic living necessities including food is a “serious
political issue’, state media reported on Thursday.

Kim made the remarks while discussing regional
development in a speech at the 19th Enlarged
Meeting of the Political Bureau of the 8th Central
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, the
country’s ruling party, held between Tuesday and
Wednesday, according to KCNA.

He also urged his party to bring about a swift
change to raise the living standards of people
throughout the country and close the gaps between
urban and rural areas through its new regional
development policy.

Kim announced the policy at a Supreme People’s
Assembly meeting held earlier this month.

“The overall regional economy is in a terrible
situation without elementary conditions and there
are severe imbalances and huge gaps between
regions interms of their geographical circumstances,
economic potential and living circumstances,” Kim
was quoted as saying.

“We should not sit by and wait till the situation
and conditions turn favourable but find more jobs to
be faithful to our duty for the sake of the people,” he
added.

Israeli public opinion shifts on
Gaza war

Changes to Israeli public opinion reflect the reality on the ground

A new survey for Tel Aviv University now indicates another shift in the tide with 51 percent
of Israeli respondents saying the main goal for the regime should be “returning the hostages

from Gaza in any way possible”.

That number is up from 33 percent who were surveyed by the same poll in November.
Meanwhile, 43 percent said the government of Benjamin Netanyahu should aim to destroy

Hamas in Gaza in any way possible.

That number is also down from almost 60 percent two months ago.

It suggests a changing mood in the occupied Palestinian territories over the fact that the
Israeli military has failed to recover a single captive in Gaza (in combat) during its longest war

on the enclave in living memory.

Furthermore, around 85 percent of the Israeli settlers said the war on Gaza is harming
or greatly harming “Israel”, and more than half (53 percent) said Netanyahu's government

objectives toward the war are not clear.

This poll followed reports in Israeli media, citing hospital data, as saying 4,000 Israeli

soldiers have been disabled for life.

The reports do not mention if the 4,000 soldiers have been left disabled while fighting in
Gaza, the northern front with Hezbollah, or in the occupied West Bank.

Israelimedia estimates, citing hospital sources, indicate that the number of disabled soldiers
could reach up to 20,000 or even 30,000 over the coming months if there is no ceasefire.

There has been no war that the regime has waged throughout its history in which so many

soldiers have been disabled.

There are only reports on disabled Israeli soldiers. The total number of soldiers who have
sustained serious, moderate, and mild injuries or left in critical condition has not been

disclosed.

The Israeli military is only announcing the injuries of a dozen and sometimes dozens of

soldiers on an almost daily basis now.

With such a high number of Israeli soldiers disabled or injured, the question that everybody
is asking is how many Israeli soldiers have been killed?

Experts say this will only be announced by the regime once the war on Gaza ends, but given
the high number of disabled soldiers, the regime’s official number of around 200 dead soldiers

is an undercount.

Analysts say it explains why Netanyahu and his ministers are so eager for the war to carry

on as long as possible.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Saholan Cave: a natural marvel in

northwest Iran

TEHRAN - The picturesque Saholan village,
approximately 42 kilometers southeast of Ma-
habad city in northwest Iran, stands as a testa-
ment to the geological marvels that nature has
sculpted over millions of years.

Perched at an elevation of over 1700 meters
above sea level, this extraordinary cave boasts a
unigue blend of water, soil, and limestone, mak-
ing it one of the most remarkable natural forma-
tions in the country.

With its geological structure characterized by
water channels, soil formations, and limestone
formations, the Saholan cave distinguishes itself
as the second-largest water cave in Iran, follow-
ing the renowned Alisadr cave.

Dating back to the end of the Cretaceous pe-
riod, approximately 70 million years ago, this
cave served as a dwelling and refuge for humans
during the second and first millennia BC, accord-
ing to Visit Iran.

Jacques de Morgan, who was a French min-
ing engineer, geologist, and archaeologist, was
the first to study and identify the Saholan cave
a century ago, followed by the exploration con-
ducted by an English group during World War
Il and, subsequently, by Iranian speleologists
in 1994. The cave’s internal network comprises
large ponds interconnected by water channels,

with 300 meters of waterway and 250 meters
of a water-less route already discovered and or-
ganized.

Featuring two main entrances connected by a
passageway, the cave offers the unique experi-
ence of entering from one and exiting from the
other. The cave’s roof, towering about 50 meters
above the lake’s surface, complements the im-
pressive depth of water, reaching nearly 30 me-
ters in some areas.

The cave’s microclimate, characterized by a
temperature difference of 10 to 15 degrees from
the external environment and humidity ranging
between 70 and 80 percent, has fostered the
growth of moss on the stones and rocks. The
only inhabitants of this subterranean world are
wild pigeons and bats, while the absence of light
prevents algal growth in the water, leaving only
microscopic organisms.

Saholan cave’s interior is adorned with cal-
careous sediments in various shapes, creating
a visually stunning landscape. Tourists explor-
ing the cave will find facilities for boating within
the 300 meters of waterway, as well as dry land
routes spanning 250 meters. The cave’s pure
calcium carbonate-covered roof, elevated 10
meters above the water in some sections, adds
to the allure, exhibiting a captivating mixture of
elements.

Tourists visiting the Saholan cave area can avail
themselves of various facilities, including accom-
modation, sightseeing opportunities, and enter-
tainment services. The region also offers climb-
ing opportunities, providing adventurers with a
chance to experience the breathtaking landscapes
surrounding this natural wonder. As Saholan cave
continues to reveal its secrets, it stands as a tes-
tament to the geological wonders that lie beneath
the surface of Iran’s northwest region.

Karaj hosting specialized exhibit of

handicrafts

TEHRAN - Karaj, the capital of Alborz province,
is playing host to a specialized exhibit of handi-
crafts.

The event, which kicked off on Jan. 24, and is
set to continue until January 30, displays a di-
verse range of Iranian handicrafts that underline
the intricate skills and artistic expertise of local
craftsmen, Mehr reported.

The event brought together 25 skilled artists,
each specializing in various crafts such as carving,
marquetry, engraving, woodturning, hand-em-
broidered leather, leather engraving, leather py-
rography, metal embossing, calligraphy, pottery,
ceramics, enameling, carpet weaving, traditional
embroidery, jewelry making, and more.

Visitors to the exhibition are treated to a visual
feast, exploring the myriad forms of expression
deeply rooted in the country’s cultural heritage.

The exhibition is not only a platform for the
display of art but also serves as a hub for cul-
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tural exchange. Visitors have the opportunity to
interact with the artisans, gaining insights into
the techniques, history, and stories behind each
craft. This interaction fosters a deeper appreci-
ation for the time-honored skills that have been
passed down through generations.

According to available data, handicraft prod-
ucts worth $2.3 million were exported from Al-
borz province in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20, 2023).

Currently, a total of 13 cities and three vil-
lages in Iran have been registered by the World
Council of Handicrafts as “world cities of hand-
icrafts”. The World Crafts Council is a non-prof-
it, non-governmental organization that was
founded in 1964 to promote fellowship, foster
economic development through income-gener-
ating craft-related activities, and organize ex-
change programs, workshops, conferences, and
exhibitions.

Aview of Tehran and its iconic Milad Tower adorned with the snow-capped peaks

of the Alborz Mountains in the foreground.

Traces

TEHRAN - The National Muse-
um of Iran has revealed an ex-
citing discovery in the south of
Tehran - a collection of ancient
stone tools dating back to the
Paleolithic era.

The discovery was made in col-
laboration with researchers from
the Research Institute of Cultur-
al Heritage and Tourism (RICHT),
the National Museum, and Teh-
ran ICHTO.

Morteza Hessari, a member of
RICHT’s scientific staff, initially
discovered several Paleolithic
stone tools on a hillside near Qo-
miabad village. This led a team
of researchers from the afore-
mentioned institutions to revisit
the area, where they uncovered a
significant Paleolithic site.

According to Fereidoun Biglari,
head of the Paleolithic Depart-
ment of the National Museum
of Iran, the discovery sheds new
light on the Paleolithic occupa-
tion of the Tehran region.

Previously, only a few isolated
finds of Paleolithic stone tools
had been discovered in the area.
However, the new site contains
a large scatter of lithic artifacts
that indicate it functioned as a
workshop during the Middle Pa-
leolithic Period.

The site’s location, overlooking
the surrounding plain, contains
large quantities of stone raw
materials such as flint, as well as
other rock types, which attracted
Middle Paleolithic tool makers to
the area. The discovery suggests
that humans have inhabited Teh-
ran province for tens of thou-
sands of years, potentially as far
back as 40 to 80 thousand years

ago.

The Neanderthal skeletal re-
mains found in several caves in
western Iran suggest that they
may have been responsible for
the stone tools discovered at the
Qomiabad site during the Middle
Paleolithic period.

Further research is planned to
study this large site and gather
more information about its func-
tion during the Middle Paleolithic
Period.

Paleolithic Period

The Paleolithic Period is char-
acterized by the use of rudi-
mentary chipped stone tools.
The popular Paleo diet, or Stone
Age diet, is based on foods hu-
mans presumably would have
consumed during the Paleolithic
Period.

According to Britannica, the
onset of the Paleolithic Period
has traditionally coincided with
the first evidence of tool con-
struction and use by Homo some
2.58 million years ago, near the
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beginning of the Pleistocene Ep-
och (about 2.58 million to 11,700
years ago). In 2015, however, re-
searchers excavating a dry riv-
erbed near Kenya’s Lake Turkana
discovered primitive stone tools
embedded in rocks dating to
3.3 million years ago—the mid-
dle of the Pliocene Epoch (some
5.3 million to 2.58 million years
ago). Those tools predate the
oldest confirmed specimens of
Homo by almost 1 million years,
which raises the possibility that
toolmaking  originated  with
Australopithecus or its contem-
poraries and that the timing of
the onset of this cultural stage
should be reevaluated.

The Paleolithic Period is often
divided into three parts: Lower,
Middle, and Upper. However, an-
thropologists resist placing hard
time boundaries on each subdivi-
sion and the stages within them,
because technologies charac-
teristic of different industries
emerged at different times in
different regions.

of early Paleolithic humans
found near Tehran!

Paleolithic toolmaking

Different members of Aus-
tralopithecus and Homo over-
lapped in time with one another
for nearly one million years.

At sites dating from the Lower
Paleolithic Period, simple pebble
tools have been found in associ-
ation with the remains of what
may have been some of the ear-
liest human ancestors. A some-
what more-sophisticated Lower
Paleolithic tradition, known as
the Chopper chopping tool in-
dustry, is widely distributed in
the Eastern Hemisphere, and it
is thought to have been the work
of the hominin species named
Homo erectus. It is believed that
H. erectus probably made tools
of wood and bone, although no
such fossil tools have yet been
found, as well as of stone.

About 700,000 years ago, a
new Lower Paleolithic tool, the
hand ax, appeared. The earliest
European hand axes are assigned
to the Abbevillian industry, which
developed in northern France in
the valley of the Somme River; a
later, more refined hand-ax tra-
dition is seen in the Acheulean
industry, evidence of which has
been found in Europe, Africa,
the Middle East (West Asia), and
Asia. Some of the earliest known
hand axes were found at Oldu-
vai Gorge (Tanzania) in associa-
tion with remains of H. erectus.
Alongside the hand-ax tradition,
there developed a distinct and
very different stone tool indus-
try, based on flakes of stone:
special tools were made from
worked (carefully shaped) flakes
of flint.

Culinary delights take center stage at Falak-ol-Aflak
fortress in Khorramabad

-

TEHRAN - On Thursday, a ten-day culinary
festival was kicked off in a cozy garden situated
adjacent to the iconic Falak-ol-Aflak Fortress in
Khorramabad, the capital of Lorestan province.

Culinary delights along with stalls for regional
handicrafts and superiors greet visitors as they
step into the festival grounds, where a myriad of
regional dishes is proudly on display.

Local chefs, adorned in traditional attire, skill-
fully prepare and present a wide array of dish-
es, each telling a story of the region>s unique
flavors. Ash-e Reshteh, a hearty noodle soup,
shares the spotlight with Dizi, a slow-cooked
stew, reflecting the meticulous attention to tra-
ditional cooking methods that have been passed
down through generations.

The beverage section of the festival is equal-
ly diverse, featuring traditional teas, aromatic
herbal infusions, and refreshing fruit juices.

Attendees can savor the unique flavors of lo-
cal beverages, such as Sekanjabin, a sweet and
sour mint drink, and Doogh, a refreshing yo-
gurt-based concoction.

In addition to the culinary delights, the festival
also celebrates the craft skills and artistic flair of
the region. Artisans from across Lorestan show-
case their talents, with intricate handwoven car-
pets, pottery, and traditional metalwork adorning
the festival grounds. Visitors have the opportunity
to explore and purchase unique handcrafted sou-
venirs, providing a tangible piece of Lorestanss cul-
tural heritage to take home.

No Persian meal is complete without an abun-
dance of herbs. Every table is usually set with
Sabzi-Khordan, a basket of fresh herbs, radish-
es, and scallions, which are eaten rawly and by
the handful. Persian cuisine is, above all, about
balance — of tastes and flavors, textures and

temperatures.

Iranian cuisine delicately combines charac-
teristics and peculiarities of Near and West Asia,
India, and East Asia due to Iran’s checkered an-
tiquity and the countrys>s location as a hub of
trade between East and West on the historic Silk
Roads. Similarly, the Persians influenced many
cuisines as part of their policy of expansion.

China braces for Spring Festival travel rush

The chunyun or Spring Festival
travel rush for 2024 - the world’s
largest annual human migration
- officially starts on Friday, and
is expected to set a new record of
9 billion passenger trips during
the 40-day travel peak. From jam-
packed transportation hubs to the
hustle and bustle seen in markets
nationwide, the anticipated boom-
ing Chinese New Year holidays are
poised to continue the country’s
steady recovery while ushering in a
lively 2024.

At the Beijing Capital Interna-
tional Airport on Thursday, crowds
of tourists were seen in the depar-
ture hall, children and parents were
holding hands waiting for checked
luggage at the counter, and Year
of the Dragon stickers were also
pasted on glass doors, adding to
the coming Chinese Lunar New Year
atmosphere.

The airport will see 7.2 million
passenger trips during chunyun,
a growth of more than 60 percent
from the same period of 2023, the
airport said on Thursday, adding
that overseas passenger flow will
reach 1.41 million passenger trips
following the implementation of
visa reciprocity policies between
China and many countries.

The scene witnessed by the

Global Times at the airport is just a
snapshot illustrating the brisk per-
sonnel flow nationwide at one of
the busiest times of the year in Chi-
na. Observers expected the travel
rush to boost consumption for the
upcoming holidays, which will inject
fresh vitality and bolster the coun-
try’s economic progress in 2024.

Flourishing consumption

A retired white-collar worker
surnamed Yin from Southwest Chi-
na’s Chongging Municipality recent-
ly completed a self-driving road trip
in South China’s Hainan Province
with her family. Yin told the Global
Times on Thursday that she had al-
ready experienced a tourism boom
with crowds of visitors and packed
restaurants even before the hol-
idays officially kicked off, adding
that the well-constructed roads
and convenient infrastructure fa-
cilities have elevated the traveling
experience.

Propelled by the record-high
personnel flow and China’s steady
economic recovery, both domestic
and international tourism is set to
become major driving forces spur-
ring consumption.

China and Singapore on Thursday
agreed on mutual visa exemption
which will officially come into effect

on February 9, 2024 - the eve of
the Chinese New Year, as ordinary
passport holders from both sides
will be able to enter each other’s
countries without visa require-
ments for activities including tour-
ism for 30 days.

Searches for hotels in Singapore
on Chinese online travel platform
Qunar.com surged four times af-
ter the two countries announced
the decision, the company told the
Global Times on Thursday. Mean-
while, Tongcheng Travel told the
Global Times that Singapore-relat-
ed searches rose by more than 340
percent on the platform within an
hour after the visa-free policy an-
nouncement.

Domestic tourism is also thriv-
ing, represented by the sparkling
ice-snow trips in popular cities
such as Harbin in Northeast China’s
Heilongjiang Province. Bookings for
products related to winter tour-
ism on Trip.com for the holidays
increased by more than 10 times
year-on-year, the company told the
Global Times in a recent statement.

The record-high chunyun reflect-
ed China’s rapid development in
transportation construction amid
its advancing economic recovery, Ji-
ang Yiyi, deputy head of the School
of Leisure Sports and Tourism at

Beijing Sport University, told the
Global Times on Thursday.

Jiang emphasized that activities
related to the cultural sector such
as visiting museums will also play
a significant role in promoting con-
sumption.

In addition, consumption themed
around the Chinese New Year’s
holidays has also been jacked up.
Restaurants have been busy taking
bookings for traditional Spring Fes-
tival reunion dinners, while e-com-
merce platforms saw sales surging
as consumers stocked up on holi-
day necessities, according to media
reports.

Among the 9 billion passen-
ger trips, around 1.8 billion will be
made through rail, road, aviation
and water transportation, while
the remaining 7.2 billion trips are
expected to be self-driving trips,
according to recent data released
by the Ministry of Transport.

China’s railway system already
saw a pre-Spring Festival ticket
sales peak with 61.08 million tick-
ets for chunyun sold since January
12, a year-on-year increase of 159
percent, China State Railway Group
Co said in a statement sent to the
Global Times on Wednesday.

(Source: ecns.cn)



WHO strengthens pre-hospital
emergency response for Afghan refugees

el

TEHRAN - In a joint effort to
support enhancing pre-hospital
emergency response capacities in
provinces hosting Afghan refugee
populations, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), with the contri-
bution of the Government of France,
has donated three Hardtop 4x4 am-
bulances to the National Emergency
Management Organization of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (NEMO).

NEMO serves as the primary pro-
vider of pre-hospital emergency
care in the country.

In his remarks during the hando-
ver ceremony, Dr. Jafar Miadfar, the
Head of the NEMO, expressed grat-
itude towards WHO for its continu-
ous efforts to improve pre-hospital
emergency services in underprivi-
leged provinces.

Highlighting the pressing need
for support, Miadfar underscored
the impact of a significant rise in
road accidents attributed to unusu-
al movements and the illegal transit
of Afghan refugees within the coun-
try. He emphasized the vital role of
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WHO in addressing these challeng-
es and enhancing emergency medi-
cal services nationwide.

Miadfar shed light on the addi-
tional hurdles faced by NEMO, citing
the consequences of imposed sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic of Iran.

“Procurement of essential medi-

cal resources, including ambulances
and medical equipment, has become
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a substantial challenge for the or-
ganization. Despite these obstacles,
we remain hopeful that collaborative
efforts with WHO will contribute to
overcoming these difficulties and
further improve emergency health-
care in the country,” he said.

“The anticipated impact of this
donation is considerable, with the
ambulances expected to provide
pre-hospital emergency care for
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approximately 5,500 road traffic
victims and other health emer-
gency patients annually. WHO re-
mains committed to supporting the
strengthening of emergency re-
sponse capacities in Iran, ensuring
the well-being of both refugees and
the host communities,” said Dr Syed
Jaffar Hussain, WHO Representative
and Head of Mission to the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

In line with WHOQ’s ongoing
support to NEMO, the donated
ambulances will be allocated to
Sistan-Baluchestan and Kohgi-
luyeh-Boyerahmad provinces.

These regions, characterized by
high rates of road traffic accidents
and limited resources, stand to
benefit significantly from the en-
hancement of emergency response
capacities.

The infusion of these ambulances
into the emergency fleet is expect-
ed to substantially reduce response
times, consequently leading to a
decrease in mortality and morbidity
rates in the recipient provinces.

Iran, OCHA to boost cooperation in rapid response to incidents

TEHRAN -The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
and the Disaster Management Organization
(DMO) of Iran conferred on ways to enhance
cooperation in dealing with emergencies, pro-
viding rapid response to incidents, and taking
humanitarian measures.

Birgit Velte, the OCHA humanitarian affairs
officer for the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region, and Nejad Jahani, the DMO dep-
uty director for reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion affairs, met in Tehran on Sunday, January
21.

Referring to the positive relations between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the United Na-
tions, especially the Regional Office of OCHA,
Velte said the office is trying to overcome its
weaknesses and have a road map for emergen-
cy situations, IRNA reported.

She added that the OCHA office’s main re-
sponsibility is to coordinate the entry of foreign
forces and facilities during emergencies, at the
request of the affected country’s government.

“We want to develop a preparedness plan
based on international and the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s laws to provide rapid response to in-
cidents,” Velte said. Developing such a plan re-
quires more cooperation and talks, she added.

“According to United Nations Resolution
2665, all humanitarian aid programs are ex-
empt from any sanctions, and American sanc-
tions cannot stop banking operations and the
provision of equipment in times of emergency,”
IRNA quoted Velte as saying.

She went on to add, “We are ready to cooper-
ate for the joint implementation of the program
to remove international sanctions in crisis con-
ditions, taking into account national and inter-
national capacities.”

Jahani, for his part, said that the humanitari-
an activities of Iran have nothing to do with po-
litical issues.

On the contrary, certain countries delay the
delivery of humanitarian aid, even from Iranians

Iran will defeat COVID-19, we

to other countries by imposing cruel sanctions,
he stressed.

Crisis Management Organization is a coor-
dinating organization the same as OCHA, and
according to the organization’s rules, the whole
goals, duties, and tasks are foreseen for crisis
management in emergencies, he highlighted.

Jahani expressed hope that the development
of cooperation along with the exchange of ex-
periences and knowledge and cooperation in
the programs of INSARAG (International Search
and Rescue Advisory Group) and MIRA (Interna-
tional Search and Rescue Advisory Group) will
reduce the problems after the accidents and
meet the needs of the victims.

IRCS, OCHA to boost co-op

Velte also met the Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety (IRCS) director for international affairs, Ra-
zieh Alishvandi, on Monday, January 22.

The two sides discussed ways to improve the
efficiency of rapid response to accidents and
disasters.

Presenting the IRCS capacities and humani-
tarian services, Alishvandi said one of the main
missions and duties of the IRCS, according
to the country’s crisis management law, is to
provide general relief training at the commu-
nity level, as well as the training of specialized
forces to immediately respond to accidents and
disasters.

Velte, for her part, lauded the operational ca-
pabilities of the IRCS and its strong presence to
provide help in disasters both in Iran and other
countries, such as quake-hit Afghanistan, Tur-
key, and Syria, or flood-hit Pakistan.

She went on to stress the formation of Ur-
ban Search and Rescue (USAR) teams under the
standards of INSARAG in Iran and obtaining ap-
proval and final evaluation in order to strength-
en this capacity as much as possible.

OCHA

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA) is part of the United Nations
Secretariat responsible for bringing together

ENGLISH IN USE

believe: Chinese envoy

Chinese Ambassador in Iran, Chang Hua, has said he believes that Iran
would overcome the crisis of coronavirus outbreak.

“We believe that by sending humanitarian aid, Iran will overcome the
crisis,” he said in a meeting with Mahmoud Reza Peyravi, secretary gen-
eral of the Iranian Red Crescent Society, IRNA reported.

The envoy praised Iran’s Red Crescent Society as the first organization
affiliated with the Red Cross and the Red Crescent societies which sent

humanitarian shipments of aid to the Chinese people.

A delegation of Chinese medical experts arrived in Tehran on Satur-
day with a cargo of aid to help combat the novel coronavirus, known as

Covib-18.

humanitarian actors to ensure a coherent re-
sponse to emergencies.

OCHA's mission is to mobilize and coordinate
effective and principled humanitarian action
in partnership with national and international
actors in order to alleviate human suffering in
disasters and emergencies; advocate the rights
of people in need; promote preparedness and
prevention and facilitate sustainable solutions.

OCHAworks with Governments to strengthen
their capacity with early warning information,
contingency planning, national capacity-build-
ing and training, and by mobilizing support
from regional networks. It helps Governments
access tools and services for life-saving relief
(rapid-response teams, needs assessment,
funds, reports, and civil-military coordination).

Moreover, it identifies and analyses trends
and helps the humanitarian community develop
common policy, based on humanitarian prin-
ciples. It speaks out publicly when necessary,
works behind the scenes, negotiating on issues
such as access, protection of civilians and aid
workers, and humanitarian principles.

It also gathers and shares reliable data on
where crisis-affected people are, what they
urgently need, and who is best placed to assist
them; Helps manage humanitarian donations
from more than 130 countries through its fi-
nancial tracking services.

OCHA's key objectives are to convene hu-
manitarian and development partners to work
strategically and coherently to strengthen re-
silience and build national and local capacity;
advocate a resilience-based approach and en-
sure resilience concepts are integrated into the
humanitarian program cycle, and humanitarian
tools and mechanisms are used to optimum ef-
fect.

OCHA works to incorporate Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) approaches into humanitari-
an programs and strengthen preparedness for
effective humanitarian response. Emergency
preparedness and DRR are critical to building
community and household resilience.
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Straight Truth

I'tikaf, an opportunity to get closer to God

From page 1 » Fasting is one of the nec-
essary conditions of I'tikaf according to Shi‘a
jurisprudence. Therefore, people should fast
during the I'tikaf and if someone can’t fast --
such as travelers and sick people -- or did not
fast deliberately, his/her I'tikaf is void.

During I'tikaf days, universities, mosques
throughout the entire country, and Jameh
mosques are full of people.

I'tikaf is the best time for pondering and
prayer. Worship is to reach God’s service.
Therefore, selfishness and godliness cannot
be added together. With I'tikaf, we should
know our faults.

Imam Ali (AS) has said, “A person’s aware-
ness of his faults makes him forget about the
faults of others”

Such gatherings and circles are for asking
God to be people of virtues and wisdom and
to follow the truth. God loves the truth from
his servant and therefore, we must follow
the truth so that God considers us as his ser-
vants.

UNICEF helps health ministry to provide
prefab healthcare rooms to Khoy

TEHRAN - The United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health and Medical Education
has provided eight prefabricated health-
care rooms to address health challenges in
quake-hit villages in Khoy County.

The main objective is to provide uninter-
rupted primary medical care for the affect-
ed children and their families, according to a
press release by the UNICEF website on Jan-
uary 23.

On January 29, an earthquake with a
magnitude of 59 on the Richter scale
shook the county of Khoy and surrounding
areas in the northwestern West Azarbaijan
province, leading to the death of at least 3
people and the wounding of hundreds of
others.

The earthquake caused significant damage
to buildings and infrastructure in Khoy Coun-
ty, leaving communities, women, and children
in need of immediate assistance. This includ-
ed extensive damage to the primary health-
care infrastructure.

The prefabricated healthcare rooms
have been provided in response to health
challenges facing the affected popu-
lation, including infants, children, and
mothers.

“Some of the health centers faced consid-
erable damage during the earthquake,” the
UNICEF website quoted Masoumeh Salahi,
head of the Primary Health Services Centre
in Firouragh, the epicenter of the earthquake,
as saying.

“Therefore, we provided the health care
services in the prefabricated rooms. The
services we provide here include children’s
primary health care, screening, vaccination,
pregnancy and postpartum care, and other
services,” she added.

Being financially supported by the Euro-
pean Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid
Operations (EU ECHO) and the UN’s Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF), the pro-
gram was part of the multifaceted response
to the earthquake.

UNICEF prior services in Khoy

UNICEF’s support in Khoy County includes
a variety of services, from hygiene kits and
sanitation facilities to prefabricated health
centers and classrooms.

The Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and
Social Welfare, and the State Welfare Orga-
nization in collaboration with UNICEF have
supported the reconstruction of damaged
houses for vulnerable families in the quake-
hit city of Khoy.

Unfortunately, people living with dis-
abilities are disproportionately affected
during natural emergencies due to their
special needs and therefore difficult access
to relief services, including shelter, a press
release by the UNICEF website on July 10
announced.

By providing financial assistance to 473
vulnerable families with children and dis-
abled members, UNICEF helps them repair
their destroyed houses.

The initiative was funded by the European
Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Opera-
tions (ECHO).

Meanwhile, UNICEF's Water, Sanitation,
and Hygiene (WASH) team, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Health, Treatment and

Medical Education provided 82 prefabricated
latrines and shower rooms to the affected
households.

“Funded by ECHO, these prefabricated
sanitation facilities will ensure high-quality
hygiene and sanitation facilities for the fam-
ilies, especially children,” says Sina Saemian,
UNICEF WASH Officer.

He went on to add that “Some units will
be transferred to UNICEF warehouse to
ensure preparedness for any future emer-
gencies.”

In January 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent
Society in cooperation with the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) organized
eight educational workshops for students
and their family members residing in the city
of Khoy which was struck by a strong earth-
quake in the same month.

In November 2023, the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society in cooperation with UNICEF
organized eight educational workshops for
students and their family members residing
in the city of Khoy.

The program
aims to provide
uninterrupted
primary medical care
for children and their
families.

A total of 1,700 male and female students
and 120 of their family members attended
these workshops.

These educational workshops were held
with the aim of empowering children and
their families in team building, team support,
anger management, emotion regulation, em-
pathy, happiness, self-care, and environmen-
tal care.

During these training programs, facil-
itators, and members of the IRCS teams,
improved their technical skills in emer-
gency preparedness, including providing
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support
(MHPSS) to children, adolescents, and
families during crises, including natural
hazards.

On September 11, 2023, UNICEF installed
some fabricated classrooms and distributed
hygiene and baby kits among people in the
earthquake-affected city of Khoy in collab-
oration with the ministries of education and
health.

Four schools in Khoy, affected by the earth-
quake, were equipped with new educational
spaces. Three of these schools were located
in inaccessible villages and the fourth one
was in Khoy.

UNICEF, in cooperation with the Ministry
of Education, facilitated the process of pur-
chasing, delivering, installing, and equipping
these prefabricated classrooms to ensure
the access of earthquake-affected children
to quality education.

These classes are made of thermal isolat-
ing materials and are equipped with standard
educational equipment and air conditioners
for all seasons.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The best form of devotion to the service of Allah is not to make a show
of it.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:17 Evening: 17:45 Dawn: 5:41 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 7:08 (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting
* Nemat Lalei is showcasing his latest paintings in an
exhibition at Bostan Gallery.

The exhibit named “Faces” will run until February 7 at No. 71,
22nd Alley, Larestan St. off Motahhari Ave.

* Paintings by Anima Ehtiat are currently on view in an
exhibition at Vaali Gallery.

The exhibit named “Process” will continue until February 6
at the gallery located at 72 Khoddami St., Vanak Sq.

oz 350
* Paintings by Mehdi Rahemi, Faramarz Khani, Leila Shoqi,
Behnaz Mohammad Hadi, Akli Etebar, Ruha Teimuri and several

other artists are on view in an exhibition at Seyhun Gallery.

Entitled “Analyze2”, the exhibit runs until February 7 at the
gallery located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara Ave.

Sleepwalker

* Saghar Hamzelu is showcasing a collection of her latest
paintings in an exhibition at Shirin Gallery.

The exhibition named “Sleepwalker” will run until February
10 at the gallery located at No. 5, 13th St., Karim Khan Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Majid Biglari is on view in an
exhibition at O Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “White Flag” will be running until
February 6 at the gallery, which can be found at 8 Shahin St,,
Sanai St.

* Nian Gallery is currently playing host to an exhibition of
paintings by Saeideh Migani.

The exhibition entitled “Covert” will be running until February
9 at the gallery located at 5 Abhari Alley, Vafai St. off Tur St. off &
South Mofatteh St. =

i

* Paintings by Gholam Hossein Farrokh-Nasab are on view
in an exhibition at Shamis Gallery.

The exhibition named “Negative Space” will run until
February 6 at the gallery located at 8 Daniali St., Andarzgu
Blvd. in the Farmanieh neighborhood.

* Paintings by Vahid Beikverdi are on display in an exhibition
at Doost Gallery.

Entitled “There in Your Presence”, the exhibit will be running g e
until February 13 at the gallery, which can be found at No. 4, 4th
St. off Eshqyar St., Khorramshahr Ave.

THERE SOLO EXHIBITION
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* An exhibition of paintings by Nasrin Sadeqi is currently
underway at X Homa Gallery.

Entitled “Narrator”, the exhibit will run until February 10 at the
gallery located at No. 5, 13th Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.

&
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Sculpture

* A collection of paintings by Gandom Mohseni are currently
on display in an exhibit at Binesh Gallery.

Named “Confusion”, the exhibition runs until February 2 at the
gallery located at 22 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave.

International section of 42nd Fajr Film
Festival to kick off February 6

TEHRAN-The International
Section of the 42nd Fajr
International Film Festival (FIFF),
I[ran’s most important film event,
will start on February 6 in Tehran.

According to the public relations
of the festival, the international
section of the FIFF will include the
International Competition (Cinema
Salvation), Eastern Vista (Films
from Asian-Islamic Countries), and
Festival of Festivals.

This edition of the festival has
received a total of 621 submissions
from 87 countries. The final line-up
for the international section has
not yet been announced.

In addition to Iran, countries
such as the US., France, India,
Turkey, Italy, Yemen, Brazil, Russia,
Argentina, Spain, Germany, Mexico,
China, Britain, Ireland, Irag, South
Korea, Bulgaria, Romania, Sweden,
Greece, Australia, Poland, Lebanon,
Japan, Hong Kong, and Syria
have registered their works for
participation in the international
section of this edition.

The international section aims to
identify quality international and
national films and to strengthen
and encourage the production of
works aligned with the Iranian
cinema. In this section, priority is
given to films dealing with topics
seeking  justice, discouraging
oppression, arrogance, global
terrorism, violence and extremism,
encouraging Islamic awakening,
transcendent  lifestyle, ~ family
orientation, human rights,
highlighting moral, spiritual and
religiousteachings, fightingagainst
discrimination, highlighting culture
and civilization through artistic
expression, and thus striving to
guide contemporary man towards
happiness.

The national section of the 42nd

Fajr International Film Festival will
kick off earlierthanits international

42 "* FAJR INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL I-'ZI—I;I'I:-

movies are to compete in three
sections  of  Sodaye-Simorgh
(the festival's main competition
section), New Perspective (first-
time filmmakers) and Animations.

The line-up comprises 22
Iranian feature films in the main
competition section, 11 films will
in the New Perspective section,
and 4 animated films in their own
specified section.

Hozeh Honari (Art Bureau) has
a strong presence at this year’s
edition with six films, promising a

genres, showcasing the depth and
diversity of Iranian film industry.

Amir Abbas Rabiei’s “Ahmad,”
recounts the untold story of
the first 18 hours of the Bam
earthquake, coinciding with its
20th anniversary.

The war film “Western Sky,
directed by Mohammad Asgari,
portrays the bravery of martyred
pilot Ali Akbar Shiroudi. Filmed in
Kermanshah Province, the movie
stars Milad Keimaram as Martyr
Shiroudi.

Morning,” delves into the final
moments of Tayyab Haj Rezaei and
Ismail Rezaei, sentenced to death
after the June 15,1963 uprising.

Reza  Keshavarz ~ Haddad’s
“Kianoush Garden,” adapted from
a book of the same name, explores
teenage adventures in the 1980-
1990 era

Anotherbookadaptation, Qurban
Ali  Taherfar’'s  “Projectionist,’
narrates the story of a building
painter passionate about cinema.

An animation focusing on the
future, “Dream City,” directed by
Mohsen Enayati, features the
adventure of a boy named Arat.

Some notable competitors in the
main competition section of this
year's festival include Ali Saqafi’s
“Parviz Khan” with Notable actors
such as Saeed Poursamimi, Maryam
Saadat, Hamidreza Pegah, and
Behnam Tashakkor in the cast;
“Paradise of Criminals” by Masoud
Jafari-Jozani's  starring  Amir-
Hossein Arman, Reza Yazdani, Ladan
Mostofi, and Sahar Jafari-Jozani; and
Mahmoud Kalari’s “Summer of the
Same Year” featuring Mehran Modiri,
Ali Shademan, Fariba Naderi, Roya
Javidnia, Saber Abar and Pejman
Bazeghi.

Other much-anticipated
contenders include Soheil
Movaffaq's “Nowruz,” featuring Ali
Nasirian, Mehdi Hashemi, Shabnam
Mogaddami, Afshin Hashemi, and
Mahtab Servati; Javad Ezzati's
“Bloody Crocodile” featuring Abbas
Jamshidifar, Saeed Agakhani, Elnaz
Habibi, Behzad Khalaj, and Shabnam
Qorbani; and Babak Khajepasha’s

“Light Blue” featuring Mehran
Ahmadi, Mehran  Ghafourian,
Rouhollah  Zamani,  Ali-Akbar

Asanlou, and Kazem Hazhir-Azad.

Winners of various categories
in both national and international
sections will be announced on the

section on February 1. A total of 37

cinematic journey through varied

Behrouz Afkhami’s

“Execution

last day of the festival on February 11.

“Love’s Cure” presented in audio format for Persian audience

TEHRAN- The audio version of the Roman
poet Publius Ovidius Naso’s “Love’s Cure”
has recently become available to Persian
listeners.

Narrated by Bahman Vakhshour, the
audiobook has been crafted at Avaye Chirok,
a major Iranian institute that produces
audiobooks.

The audiobook showcases the translation
by Mohammad Ismail Felezi, derived from
the written edition of the book, which had
been previously released by Aftabkaran
Publications.

Narrators Afsaneh Fadai, Negin Bayrampur,
Sina Abdolmaleki, Hossein Hagparast and
Taranom Mehrnoor have also collaborated
with the project.

Publius Ovidius Naso, commonly known
as Ovid, was a prominent Roman poet
who lived during the reign of Emperor
Augustus in the first century BC. Ovid’s
works are widely renowned for their poetic
brilliance and profound influence on Western
literature. Born in Sulmo, Italy, Ovid’s literary
contributions encompass a range of topics
and themes, from love and mythology to
social commentary.

One of Ovid’'s most famous works is
“Metamorphoses,” an epic poem that
examines the transformation of individuals
in Greek and Roman mythology. Through
vivid storytelling and intricate descriptions,
Ovid explores the various myths of gods,
heroes, and wmortals, showcasing their
metamorphoses into animals, plants, and
other forms. “Metamorphoses” is not only a
fantastical account of these transformations
but also a metaphorical exploration of the
human experience, delving into themes of
change, identity, and the complexities of

human emotions.

The Love Books of Ovid, also known as
Ovid’s love poetry, comprises several of
his most notable works that explore the
intricate and often tumultuous nature of
human relationships. These works include
“The Loves” (Amores), “The Art of Love” (Ars
Amatoria), “Love’s Cure” (Remedia Amoris),
and “The Art of Beauty” (Medicamina Faciei
Femineae).

“The Loves,” or Amores, is a collection
of elegiac poems that depict the poet’s
turbulent love experiences. Divided into three
books, Ovid delves into the passionate and
tumultuous emotions associated with love,
exploring themes of seduction, desire, and
heartbreak.

“The Art of Love” or Ars Amatoria, is a
didactic poem in three books that offers
humorous advice on maintaining successful
relationships. This work was immensely
popular in Ovid’s time but ultimately led to his
exile due to its perceived subversive nature.

“Love’s Cure,” or Remedia Amoris, is a poetic
guide that serves as a follow-up to “The Art of
Love.” In this work, Ovid presents a series of
remedies for the afflictions of love. He offers
advice on how to move on from heartbreak,
resist temptation, and free oneself from the
grips of a destructive relationship. This work
showcases Ovid’s skill in crafting engaging
and practical advice intertwined with his
signature wit.

“The Art of Beauty,” or Medicamina
Faciei Femineae, is a lesser-known work
attributed to Ovid, possibly serving as
a satirical guide for women looking to
enhance their appearance. This poem is
a playful exploration of beauty rituals
and cosmetics, providing instructions

on remedies and techniques to achieve
attractiveness. While the work is not as
widely studied as Ovid’s other love poetry,
it offers insights into ancient beauty
practices and societal perceptions of
personal adornment.

Ovid’s Love Books collectively highlight
his skill in crafting engaging poetry
that explores the complexities of human
relationships. Through his wit, charm,
and intimate understanding of love’s
triumphs and tribulations, Ovid’s works
have continued to captivate readers for
centuries, making him one of history’s most
revered love poets.

Despite facing political setbacks, Ovid’s
literary creations continue to captivate
readers to this day. His unique perspective
and insightful observations of human
nature make his works both timeless
and influential. Ovid’s impact on Western
literature can be seen in the works of
countless poets and writers who have been
inspired by his themes and poetic style.
From his poignant exploration of mythology
in  “Metamorphoses” to his advice in
“Ars Amatoria,” Ovid's contributions to
literature remain an essential part of the
literary canon.

Veteran translator Maryam Bayat passes away at 80

TEHRAN-The veteran Iranian translator of
literary and historical books Maryam Bayat has
passed away at the age of 80.

Nashr-e Now publishing house, which
published some of her translations, announced
the news on Wednesday, ISNA reported.

Her translations include “A Woman of Egypt”
by Jehan Sadat, “Memories of a Geisha” by
Arthur Golden, “Like Water for Chocolate” by

Laura Esquivel, “Scarlette” by Alexandre Ripley,
“Cosette” by Laura Kalpakian, “Small Miracles”
Yitta Halbestam & Judith Leventball, “Paula”
by Isabel Allende, “Emissary of Light” by James
F. Twyman, “The Shell Seeker” by Rosamond
Piltcher, “The Last Barrier” by Reshad Field, “Till
We Meet Again” by Judith Krantz, “Medjugorije:
The Message” by Wayne Weible, The “Joy Luck
Club” by Amy Tan, “Mrs. de Winter” by Susan
Hill, “Regards from the Dead Princess” by

Kenize Mourad, “The Last Princess” by Cynthia
Freeman, “Small Miracles” by Yitta Halbestam
& Judith Leventball, “If Life is a Game, These
Are the Rules” by Cherry Carter-Scott, and “The
Ecstatic Journey: Walking the Mystical Path in
Everyday Life” by Sophy Burnham.

She also translated some novels by the
famous American writer Danielle Steel such as
“The Full Circle”, “Kaleidoscope”, and “The Ring”.
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