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Berlm Holocaust, and echoes of history in Gaza

_e ermany Backs loday’s Hitler

Ansarullah undeterred by
American aggression

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - In a major development, US. officials have
announced that one of their warships has come under attack
in the Gulf of Aden, near the coast of Yemen, and a British oil
tanker has been set ablaze.

There are two accounts of the incident.

According to the US. military’s Central Command, an anti-
ship ballistic missile, fired from Yemen, came close to the USS
Carney and was shot down.

A statement by Ansarullah declared “Yemen's Armed Forces
announced a direct hit on a US. warship, compelling two
American commercial vessels to retreat”

Both American and Yemeni accounts confirm that a US.
warship was targeted and that two American vessels retreated
from the area. The only difference is whether the US. destroyer
was “directly hit” as Ansarullah has said, or the Yemeni missile
was “shot down” as the Americans have said.

Some American sources confirmed that the Yemeni account
is accurate. Experts say it would be natural for the Americans to
deny a “direct hit”, as that would boost the growing popularity of
Ansarullah in West Asia.

Gaza death toll reaches
26,257

At least 26,257 Palestinians have been killed and another
64,797 wounded since the start of Israel’s war on Gaza,
according to the latest update released on Saturday by the
enclave’s Health Ministry.

The ministry added that 174 Palestinians were killed and 310
injured in the past 24 hours.

The new deaths came despite a ruling on Friday by the
International Court of Justice ordering Israel to ensure its forces
do not commit acts of genocide against Palestinians in Gaza.

Israel has been pounding the Gaza Strip since a cross-border
attack by the Palestinian Hamas resistance group on October 7.

Since October 7, at least 6,305 Palestinians have also been
arrested across the occupied West Bank.

Meanwhile, Georgios Petropoulos, the director of the UN
Office for Humanitarian Affairs in Gaza, said the months-long
war has left 2.2 million people at risk of starvation in the tiny
enclave.

“Everyone in Gaza needs aid now and the war must stop,” he
told Al Jazeera. “We can only meet a third of the population’s
need for clean drinking water,

New Yorkers set ablaze American
flag in protest to Washington’s
support for Israel

Americans set fire to the US flag in New York in protest to the
Biden administration’s support for the continuation of the war in
the Gaza Strip.

Pro-Palestinian protesters set fire to the American flag in
front of the Israeli organization “American-Israel Public Affairs
Committee” (AIPAC) on Friday afternoon in Manhattan, New
York.

Also, the protesters in the streets of New York chanted
slogans against Joe Biden demanding his removal from
office. The demonstrators also stated that American taxes
are spent on genocide in Gaza while expressing their anger at
Washington's inaction against the crimes of the Zionist regime
m Gaza.

As the peaple of Gaza need urgent humanitarian aid, the
Western countries continue to support the Israeli regime.

Earlier, the US announced that it had cut off its financial aid
to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
refugees, following Israel’s allegation of 12 UN staff for their
involvement in the October 7 al-Agsa Flood Operation.

» Page 5

Tehran slams Israeli
response to ICJ
ruling

TEHRAN- Iran strongly condemns the Is-
raeli regime’s “hostile” attitude to the United
Nations High Court’s ruling to avert genocide
in the Gaza Strip, which is now undergoing a
cruel Israeli onslaught.

Nasser Kanaani, the Foreign Ministry’s
spokesperson, made the statements in a
post on X on Friday.

Israeli officials responded by accusing the
International Court of Justice of “antisemitic”
prejudice.

“The Zionist regime’s hostile reaction to
the ruling showed that the regime’s founda-
tion is based upon aggression and discrimi-
nation, and that it lends no credence to the
international legal norms and regulations,”
Kanaani said in a statement.

Kanaani also addressed the United States’
response to the verdict, stating that it
thought the claims of genocide were “un-
founded”

“The type of attitude adopted by the U.S.
administration towards the ruling indicates
Washington’s instrumentalization of in-
ternational judicial mechanisms,” Kanaani
averred. » Page 2

Pretoria will yield to no
pressure in fortifying
Palestinian cause:
envoy

TEHRAN- The South African ambassador
to Iran, Francis Molloy, has noted that his na-
tion stands with the Palestinians till their full
liberation and will never yield to no pressure.

In an exclusive interview with IRNA on Sat-
urday, he offered details about the recent
lawsuit that was filled against the Israeli re-
gime.

South Africa filed the lawsuit in Decem-
ber, accusing Israel of committing genocide
against the people of Gaza.

The representative of the Office of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OCHA) in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories said that the situation in the Gaza Strip
is “nothing less than catastrophic”

On January 26, the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) delivered its ruling on the emer-
gency measures requested by South Africain
its genocide case against Israel over its war
on the Gaza Strip.

Responding to a question about Pretoria’s
intention to file a lawsuit against the Tel Aviv
regime, he averred that the fight of the Pal-
estinian people against the Israeli regime is
exactly like the people of South Africa’s bat-
tle with the Apartheid regime in a bid to seek
freedom and justice.

“Most importantly, this is done due to
widespread supports of the world coun-
tries, including Iran and Palestine, to the
South African nations which they managed
to follow the fight for freedom and justice,”
he added. » Page 2

Fajr Music Festival to make
international comeback after

10-year break

TEHRAN- The 39th edition of the Fajr Music
Festival will take place in Tehran and other
provinces from February 12 to 17, marking the
return of the festival's international title after
more than a decade of absence.

This revival is not merely a name change; it
symbolizes a more committed approach and a
fresh perspective to witness fierce competition
in this segment, IRNA reported on Saturday.

In addition to the ensembles featured in
previous years, this edition of the festival will
introduce solo and group performances by
children and youth, including the inaugural
solo showcase by adolescents from the
School of Music for Girls and Boys.

The Fajr International Music Festival
encompasses various sections such as the
competitive (Barbad Award), non-competitive,
song award, music and media award, anthem
section, and research sessions. » Page 8
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People from all
walks of life attend
I'tikaf

Mosques all over the country hosted
some 800,000 people during I'tikaf
days (usually the 13th, 14th, and 15th of

the lunar Hijri month of Rajab, falling on
January 25-27 this year).

In the Islamic faith, I'tikaf is a
particularly commended pious practice
consisting of a period of retreat in a
mosque, for a certain number of days.

Fasting is one of the necessary
conditions of I'tikaf according to Shia
jurisprudence.

I'tikaf is the best time for pondering
and prayer. Worship is to reach God's
service. Therefore, selfishness and
godliness cannot be added together.
With I'tikaf, we should know our faults.

The assassination
diplomacy: The survival
story of a regime that
feeds on terror

By Zahra Akbari

Unlike many countries that have formed
their military and security structures after
their establishment, the Zionist regime
was born from terror squads. This involved
occupying a country, calling Zionists from
around the world, and forming a new
state on the ruins of the previous one. This
process required the removal and silencing
of opposition voices. The targets of these
assassinations included not only Palestinians
and Arabs but also British officers who were
trying to protect British interests in Palestine
and Jews who were against the idea of
Zionism. » Page 3
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The claim of the

TEHRAN PAPERS

Wall Street Journal is not true

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In an article, Kayhan addressed the Wall
Street Journal's claim that the American
intelligence alerted Iran before the terrorist
incident in Kerman and wrote: The false and
unsubstantiated claim by the Wall Street
Journal is while some American officials evaded
from opining on this matter and dodged the
journalists’ questions in this regard. In response
to this Wall Street Journal claim, a security
official said: “If there was a security message
exchanged by the United States, it was intending
to protect Washington from Iran’s saber-
rattling, especially after Israel's war in Gaza’
Of course, Iran has rejected this claim. With this
trick, America is trying to exonerate itself from
involvement in the terrorist incident in Kerman.
The terrorist operation in Kerman is naturally
and logically attributed to the United States
and Israel, considering the obvious support
of the United States in the Gaza war and the
prominent position of Iran in supporting the
resistance forces. In the meantime, there is
indisputable evidence of the intelligence and
weapons presence of America and Israel in the
establishment of ISIS.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: A conversation in the
shadow of hot days in the region

In a commentary, Vatan-e-Emrooz discussed
the president’s visit to Ankara and the challenge
of the Zangezur Corridor and wrote: Considering
the tension between Azerbaijan and Armenia,
Iran considers changing the geopolitics of the
region by manipulating the borderline to be its
red line, especially if such a such a plan is to be
mixed with the seditiousness of the Mossad
service and their presence in the borders of
Iran. Most of the confrontation between Iran
and Turkey in the Caucasus goes back to the
macro trend of the corridor system, which
will be an important measure for the power
of the countries in the future prospect of the
international structure. Iran is strongly opposed
to a corridor that would completely block our
country’s border with Armenia. In addition,
according to domestic experts, along with the
border problem, such a corridor overshadows
the east-west transit routes from Iran. Iran and
Turkey definitely have serious competition for
diversification in their corridor capacity, which is
inevitable, but considering the security problem
of the West Asia region and high-risk routes,
multiple corridor plans with the simultaneous
acting of the two countries seem more effective.

Iran: Media’s propaganda at the peak of
failure

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the
new claim of American security warnings to Iran
and said: The new claim of the American media
should not be seen apart from the developments
that are happening in the Middle East region
and the process of Tel Aviv's war of attrition
in Gaza. The fact is that America, within the
framework of the common axis of cooperation
with Tel Aviv, is equipping and supporting
terrorist groups against influential actors in
the region, especially the Islamic Republic of
Iran, but America claims that it has informed
Iran about the plan of terrorist operations. This
is nothing but deception in the playground of
media or propaganda. Therefore, in the course
of Israel’'s abortive war in Gaza, which has cost
billions of dollars, the American authorities
see no other way than to try to prevent further
possible losses by sending alleged signals such
as security cooperation with Iran about terrorist
attacks so that they protect themselves from
retaliatory and deterrence approaches of the
Islamic Republic.

Siasat-e-Rooz: America’s Struggle to escape
punishment

In an analysis, Siasat-e-Rooz discussed the
false claim of the Reuters news agency and
said: Considering the crisis that America has
faced in the region, they have started a new
media propaganda. By publishing false news,
the Reuters news agency claimed that Chinese
officials have asked Iran to help restrain the
Yemeni attacks on commercial ships in the Red
Sea. Earlier, the English newspaper Financial
Times had claimed that the United States asked
China to ask Tehran to convince Ansarullah
to stop the attacks in the Red Sea. Iran has
repeatedly stated that despite its friendly
relations with Yemen’s Ansarullah, it does not
interfere in Yemeni decision-making, including
their recent actions in attacking ships that carry
cargo to the ports of the Zionist regime. It seems
that after the failure of the American-British
coalition, which, with numerous military attacks
on the positions of the Yemeni army, intended
to stop operations against ships going to the
occupied territories. Now, the new scenario
is to create a consensus against Yemen by
creating media space, which is on the agenda of
Washington.

Tehran slams Israeli response
toIC) rulmg

From page 1 » According to the
spokesperson, although belatedly,
the decision by the ICJ serves as
a testament to the bitter reality
that what is going on in Gaza is an
instance of international crimes,
including genocide, which is and
continues to be committed with
the US. administration’s unlimited
support for the Zionist regime.

The spokesman concluded his
remarks by saying, “The people
of the world are now faced with
the question that what additional
permission do the international
organizations and  institutions
tasked  with  preserving  the
international peace and security
need to force the Zionist regime into
stopping the genocide?”

Earlier, the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) delivered an interim
verdict in a lawsuit brought against
Israel by South Africa, requiring Tel
Aviv to take all steps possible to
avert genocide in Gaza.

The Israeli regime has been at
war with Gaza since October 7, 2023,
following an operation conducted
out by the Hamas resistance group.

More than 26,000 Palestinians,
over 70% of them are women,
children, and adolescents, have been
killed in the merciless attack, with up
to 64,100 more injured.

The USS. has been fully supporting
the conflict on amilitary and political

level. It has stopped the ratlﬁcatlon
of every UN Security Council
resolution that has called for an end
to Israeli aggression and provided
the regime with more than 10,000
tons of military weaponry.

Iran lambastes EU troika interfering
remarks over Sorayya satellite

In a statement made public on
Saturday, Kanaani denounced the
UK, France, and Germany’s meddling
statement over Iran’s Sorayya
research satellite launch.

The three parties criticized the
Sorayya satellite launch using Iran’s
Qaem-100 satellite carrier in a joint
statement on Friday.

They said that the satellite used
technologies necessary for the
creation of a long-range ballistic
missile system, which could enable
[ran to launch more powerful
weapons.In  response,  Kanaani

emphasized that Iran has the
“inalienable and legitimate right” to
advance scientifically.

He also stated that the EU3’s
“interfering  comments,”  which
reflect their self-serving opinions
about Iran’s progress, will in no way
weaken Iran’s resolve to advance
science and technology steadily.

“In spite of a series of arbitrary
interpretations based on the unilateral
tendencies of certain parties, there are
no limitations to the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s scientific and applied activities in
the space research sphere in compliance
with  intemational ~ regulations.
Accordingly, our country categorically
rejects and roundly dismisses the
imposition of such unconventional
approaches;” he stated.

Iran’s freedom to employ peaceful

technology  for scientific and
research purposes, as guaranteed

by international law and rules, was
reiterated by the spokesperson, who
also stated that Tehran will not wait
for the opinions of nations that wish
to impose their unilateral policies on
other nations.Last week, the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
successfully launched its Sorayya
satellite into a 750-kilometer orbit.

The launch has marked a
significant milestone for Iran’s
aerospace capabilities and further
demonstrates its growing ambitions
in space technology.

The three-stage solid-fuel Qaem
100 satellite carrier, developed by
the IRGC Aerospace Force, carried
the Sorayya satellite into space.

The satellite’s successful
placement in orbit has set a new
record for Iran, as it represents the
first time the country has launched a
satellite into this altitude.

Sorayya is a research satellite
with a mass of approximately 50
kilograms. It is equipped with a
variety of scientific instruments
that will be used to collect data on
various aspects of space, including
weather patterns, Earth’s resources,
and the environment.

The successful launch of the
Sorayya satellite is a testament
to Iran’s ongoing commitment
to developing its space program
and expanding its technological
capabilities.

Use of existing communication channels will benefit Iran,

TEHRAN- Pakistani Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haqg Kakar has said that the employment of
the existing communication channels is in the
interest of both neighboring countries.

In an interview with a Pakistani media
on Saturday, he informed the media of the
upcoming visit of Hossein Amir Abdollahian,
Iran’s Foreign Minister, to Islamabad on Monday.

Amir Abdollahian also noted that “fortunately,
Tehran and Islamabad have successfully
managed recent events through bilateral and
diplomatic methods.”

“Pakistan did not expect recent events to
happen at its borders. However, we hope to
always facilitate the future path of addressing
issues between us through mutual interactions,”

Pakistan: Islamabad

Iran’s top diplomat added.

Appreciating the friendly nations for calling
on Tehran and Islamabad to exercise patience
and resilience, the interim Pakistani premier
continued by saying that “we are very pleased
that Iran and Pakistan have been able to manage
recent events bilaterally and diplomatically.”

Kakar further said that “the Iranian Foreign
Minister will pay a visit to Pakistan in the coming
days, sowe believe that the use of existing channels
between the two countries will benefit both
sides’Kakar reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering
commitment to its ties with Iran, describing the
neighboring country as a “friend and ally.”

He underscored Pakistan’s unwavering
support for Iran in addressing regional and

international challenges.

Kakar dismissed any notion of Islamabad
engaging in activities that could jeopardize Iran’s
security.The Pakistaniprimeminister highlighted
Pakistan’s efforts to address Tehran’s security
concerns, noting that Islamabad has extradited
several terrorist elements to Iran to strengthen
the security of both countries.Kakar expressed
optimism about further bolstering security
cooperation between Iran and Pakistan through
enhanced communication channels to counter
common threats along their shared borders.
He emphasized that Iran remains a “friendly
and brotherly country” and that there are
no fundamental disagreements or strategic
conflicts between the two nations.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Azerbaijan issues statement on 1st anniversary
of attack on embassy in Iran

TEHRAN- Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry has
issued a statement on the first anniversary of
the attack against
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Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran,

Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).

INVITATION TO ONE STEP INTERNATIONAL TENDER
Second Announcement

55/02/28435
28/01/2024

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of the Ministry of
is considering the purchase of 2x30000+5% MTS of Granular Mono
Ammonium Phosphate GMAP (11-52) through renewal of one step international tender.

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from Saturday
dated 27/1/2024 until Wednesday dated 31/1/2024 (5 working days) from our purchasing committee
(located at the oth floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of Iranian Rial
1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at
the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30
character identification code of 358039782263500650000000000006.

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on

Saturday dated 2/3/2024 (during official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8" floor.
Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Sunday dated 3/3/2024 at 14:00 with

the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9t floor, no. 1, fourth alley,

1- The bid bond value should be at € 317000 or in equal value of that in any other foreign currencies,
except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential commodities on
CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 16/1/2024 for each lot of 30000 MTS # 5% in bank

guarantee.

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid bond for
each lot of 30000 MTS % 5% will be IRR 98,902,693,003 which must be only submitted by the bidders.

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous and
definite outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325.
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Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture

e its  embassy in
b Tehran.
-
Q?:_:) On Saturday, it
said that “one year
has passed since
the attack against
the embassy in
Tehran as a result of
which one embassy
employee lost his
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From page 1 » Molloy also stressed
that “when we achieved freedom in
1994, Palestine was still struggling
to determine its own fate. President
Mandela said that our freedom as South
Africans would not be complete until
other people in the world also became

He continued by saying that the
importance of the case is that “we have
brought it to the International Court of
Justice in response to the events of the
past 100 days. It is very clear that what
Israel has done in Gaza since October
Tthis clearly genocide.”

“As signatories to the Genocide
Convention, we as South Africans do
our best to thwart mass murder and
punish all behind the crimes against
the Palestinian people,” he continued.

In aresponse to a question about the
possible threats of the Israeli regime
given the ramifications of filing a
lawsuit in the CJI, he stressed that the
fight for justice and freedom is not easy

life, and two others suffered numerous injuries.”

“Following the incident, Embassy staff
members and their families were evacuated due
to the grave risk posed to their lives and safety,”
the statement read.

Following the incident, several countries and
international organizations issued statements
strongly condemning the terror act and stating
that the attack on diplomatic missions in
international relations is unacceptable.

The statement went on to add that the Azeri

side expected that all behind the tragic incident
should be brought to justice.

“The Iranian side have regularly updated
Azerbaijan regarding the actions taken during
the investigation,” it added.

Expressing sincere condolences to the
victim's relatives, the ministry also strongly
condemned the attack, and expected that “Iran
will immediately take result-oriented steps to
prevent such actions from happening in future””

On 27 January 2023, a gunman armed with
AK-47 assault rifle stormed the embassy of the
Republic of Azerbaijan in Tehran, killing an Azeri
national and injuring two others.

Pretoria will yield to no pressure in fortifying

Palestinian cause: envoy

facing a very powerful enemy.

The ambassador went on to note that
“Israeli officials essentially accuse us of
collaborating with Hamas and say that we
are Hamas' legal arm to sideline the case””

“The Palestinian people have suffered
alotinthe past 75 years and are currently
undergoing systematic onslaught, he
said, adding that “there is suppression,
occupation, and denial of human rights
in the land” Given the question on the
Israeli possible pressure to prevent South
Africa from following the case, the South
African envoy to Iran pointed out that
based on certain remarks that are made
by the Israeli regime’s officials and some
European countries, Pretoria has received

nothing special in this regard.

and it is obvious that the Palestinians are

“We know well that several countries
around the world would support Israel
and would not be pleased with the
position we have taken,” he added.

“One of the issues raised in the court

is the language used by Israeli officials
to address the Palestinian people. For
example, Zionists have declared that ‘we
are fighting against humane animals.
What causes them to use such phrases?”
he explained. Molloy also stated that
the investigations clearly demonstrate
how Israel has treated the Palestinians
over all these years. “We are well aware
of their denial of human rights for the
Palestinian people, which is one of the
strategies they use to suppress them.”

“If you take heed of the statements of
several experts investigating genocide
cases, they always say that proving intent is
very difficult; no country exists that openly
declares genocide as its official policy’
he said, adding, “Officials in countries
accused of genocide do not talk openly
about it; you have to infer their intentions
from their actions. But in the case of
Israel, expressions related to genocide are
explicitly expressed by top regime officials,
including the president, prime minister, and
cabinet members” he underscored.



The assassination diplomacy: The survival

story of a regime that feeds on terror
.

From page 1 > After its
establishment, terror became a central
goal of the regime’s military and security
structures. Whenever there was a fear
that the balance of power in the region
would shift against the Zionists, the
terror machine was activated. The
leaders of the Zionist regime have
worked to create a balance between an
innocent public face and a terrifying one.
The innocent face is used to justify the
occupation and crimes of the regime,
gain international support, and portray
resistance as unjustified. The terrifying
face, as a complement to the innocent
face of the regime, sends this message
to the opponents that wherever you are,
we will come to you and your opposition
to the Zionist regime will cost you.

Since the Second World War, the
Zionist regime has been responsible
formoreassassinations thanany other
country. This terror apparatus is not
just a means to eliminate opposition
but is also a tool for achieving foreign
policy goals. Even individuals or
countries not directly opposing the
regime may become targets if it serves
the regime’s interests. The regime
targets people whose absence could

change the course of history, such
as prominent scientists or military
commanders. These operations are
sometimes carried out directly by the
regime and sometimes through proxy
forces and terrorist groups with their
support. Terrorist groups like ISIS have
always enjoyed the favor and support
of this regime and have not caused the
slightest harm to this regime during
their activities in the region.

In recent years, the Zionist regime
has been involved in numerous terrorist
operations in  various countries.
Palestine, Egypt, Jordan, West Germany
(September 1962), Uruguay, Lebanon,
Italy, France and Greece are only some

of the countries where terror operations
have been carried out. The Islamic
Republic of Iran has consistently been
a target of direct and indirect terrorist
attacks by the Zionist regime. The
pretext for these attacks has often been
Iran’s nuclear program, which the Zionist
regime has used as a justification for its
actions, citing “Iran’s imminent danger”

Israels terror activities in Iran
reached a peak during the 2010s.
Several notable figures, including
Massoud Ali Mohammadi (January
2010), Majid Shahriari (November 2010),
Dariush Rezainejad (July 2011), General
Hassan Tehrani Moghadam (November
201), Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan (January

2012), and Mohsen Fakhrizadeh
(November 2020), were assassinated
as part of these operations, often in
front of their families. What is clear is
that the intelligence agencies of the
Zionist regime have never been alone
in designing and implementing their
operations and have always benefited
from the intelligence agencies of
their friendly countries and some
international organizations.

Following the October 7 operation
and the Zionist regime’s aggression
on the Gaza Strip, as well as its
involvement in conflicts on multiple
fronts, the regime continues to
pursue its terror activities. It adeptly
presents both an innocent face to
justify its actions and a menacing
one to intimidate its opponents. The
regime’s terror apparatus has been
known to target individuals from
newborn children to senior military
commanders, all in an effort to sway
the course of the war in its favor. It
remains to be seen when the leaders
of the Zionist regime will realize that
resorting to bloodshed for survival
does not guarantee the continued
existence of their regime.

ICJ verdict on Gaza situation indicates Israel’s defeat, ex-official says

TEHRAN - The former secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council, Ali Shamkhani, sees The
Hague court’s decision on the Zionist genocide in
Gaza as a lasting symbol of defeat for this regime,
irrespective of its practical implications.

“In the past four months, the failure of the Zionist
regime has become apparent, as it has been unable
to achieve its stated objectives, including the
eradication of Hamas, releasing prisoners through
war, and permanently eliminating the threat of the
Resistance Front. The historic verdict announced
by The Hague court, regardless of its practical
consequences, is deemed a ‘symbol of eternal defeat’
for this regime,” Shamkhani stated on his X social

media account on Saturday.

In a much-anticipated decision on Friday, the
Intemational Court of Justice (ICJ) issued an order
directing Israel to undertake all necessary measures
to reduce casualties and minimize destruction in the
blockaded Gaza StripThe judgment followed a two-week
deliberation by ICJ judges, prompted by South Africa’s
filing of a genocide case against Israel two months prior.
While the court requested provisional measures for
Gaza, it fell short of demanding an immediate ceasefire, a
request also made by South Africa.

South Africa hailed the ruling as a “decisive
victory” for international rule of law. Expressing

appreciation for the ICJ's prompt response, the
government conveyed gratitude for the provisional
measures and expressed sincere hope that Israel
would comply with the court’s directives.

At least 26,083 Palestinians have been killed and
64,487 wounded by Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip
since the start of the war on October 7, according
to the latest figures published by the enclave’s
Ministry of Health. The representative of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OCHA) in the occupied Palestinian territories
has declared that the situation in the Gaza Strip is
“nothing less than catastrophic”.

Official says Iran’s political authority instills fear in enemies

Islamic Republic, saying that it is a tool

underscored  the

revolutionary

intrinsic connection between the two

TEHRAN - The deputy representative
of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution to

the IRGC stated that Iran’s enemies take
issue with the political authority of the

forinstilling fear.

In a significant address, Abdollah
Hajj Sadeghi illuminated the primary
goals and lasting impact of the Islamic
Revolution, particularly emphasizing
the political authority of the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

Describing the Islamic Revolution
as a mission and resurrection,
echoing sentiments expressed by
the esteemed Leader, Haj Sadeghi

spirit as the driving force behind
this  transformative ~ movement.
He asserted that the primary
accomplishment and goal of the
revolution revolve around the political
authority of Islam, emphasizing that
the survival of the revolution hinges
on its political governance - a point of
contention with Iran’s adversaries.

Delving into  the intricate
relationship between religion and
politics, Hajj Sadeghi emphasized the

domains. Stressing the need for a
coherent and organized articulation
of the political worldview of Islam,
he addressed a gap in presenting a
systematic political ideology.

Rejecting the notion that Islam
merely adapts to the times, Hajj
Sadeghi argued for Islam as a
comprehensive model. He advocated
for the utilization of both knowledge
and reason to establish its universal

and timeless applicability.

Palestinians are impossible to defeat: commander

TEHRAN - A top military commander from
Iran has highlighted the unyielding resistance
of Palestinians against global arrogance, saying
the impoverished people of Gaza are resolutely
standing against Israel and its Western patrons
who are armed to the teeth.

“The Americans, despite having more than 50
percent of the world’s military power, alongside
the criminal government of England and the fake
and child-killing Zionist regime, have failed to
subdue the oppressed Palestinian people,” The
Head of Basij Volunteer Forces Brigadier General
Gholamreza Soleimani explained.

Israel with the help of the US. and its other

Western allies has been waging a brutal war
against Palestinians in the besieged Gaza Strip
since October 7. The deadly onslaughts have so
far resulted in the deaths of over 26,000 people,
most of them civilians. At least 60% of the
infrastructure in Gaza has also been reduced to
the ground. Despite the vast carnage, however,
Israel has not been able to gain any meaningful
military success on the battlefield.

“They are equipped with the most advanced
weapons and have access to major media outlets
and media giants, as well as important economic
resources. The Palestinians, however, have been
living under parlous conditions for several decades

and do not even have access to food and water;”
General Soleimani noted, adding that despite all
the hardships, the people of Palestine believe they
can finally gain freedom and have never faltered
in their fight against colonialism. “Palestinians
cannot be defeated,” he said.

The military commander also explained that
not only West Asia, but the entire world is going
through a transformation, to the extent that the
current world order will be nowhere to be found
in the near future. He said countries like Iran
will be pivotalin the upcoming world order. “Iran
and its allies will become the fundamental axis
of global power amid this power shift”.

Army says it is prepared to swiftly counter threats

TEHRAN - A senior commander in
the Iranian Army has affirmed that the
nation stands prepared to neutralize
any potential threat and is resolute
in swiftly leveraging its military
capabilities to retaliate against any
hostile acts of aggression.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran's

Army is currently at the peak of full
readiness and stands strong against
any threats” said Rear Admiral
Habibollah Sayyari, deputy chief of the
Iranian Army for coordination, adding
that “today, the combat, defensive,
and deterrent capabilities of the Army
are at a very high level due to trained
personnel, skills, as well as indigenous

and modern equipment, in such a way
that the Amy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran is prepared to confront and
combat any enemy threat”.

The commander also stressed that
all Iranian armed forces feel a heavy
responsibility to protect the territorial
integrity and independence of their

country with everything they have.
Iran has developed an ascendant
military industry in the past decades.
The country owns different types of
precision-guided missiles, drones,
and defense systems, all domestically
produced. It has reportedly also turned
into an arms supplier for countries
across Asia, Europe, and Africa.

Iran, Saudi Arabia urge widening of scientific, cultural, religious ties

TEHRAN- The Iranian ambassador
to Riyadh, Alireza Enayati, voiced
Tehran's readiness to deepen ties
with the Saudi Arabia on scientific,
cultural, and religious spheres.

In a meeting held in Riyadh with
Secretary General of Muslim World
League Mohammed Al-Issa on
Friday, Enayati considered the unity
and solidarity of Islamic countries
as well as the unity of Muslims
as growing the capabilities of the
Islamic world, and emphasized the
role of Islamic centers and scholars
in strengthening the position of
Islam in global equations.

He also noted that mutual
meetings of Islamic scholars would
lead to convergence of views, and
one of the areas of cooperation is
conducting joint research on new
issues in the Islamic world.

He went on to add that Islamic
centers and scholars of Islam can
play a substantial role in fortifying
the position and stance of Islam in
the global equations.

The meeting among the Islamic
scholars would bring viewpoints
closer, the ambassador noted.

For his part, Al-Issa highlighted

the importance of fostering
solidarity despite the variety and
diversity of religions and sects.

In the meeting, the two sides said
deepening of religious, cultural and
scientific cooperation between the
Islamic Republic and Saudi Arabia
would be effective in the solidarity
of the Islamic WorldLast year, in
remarks to the Saudi newspaper
Asharq Al-Awsat, Enayati said, “We
consider the Kingdom a strategic
partner of great importance
within the framework of the good
neighborliness policy pursued by the
current government”’

Enayati told the Saudi paper that
he intended to dedicate his efforts
in the upcoming period to enhance
and foster relations between Tehran
and Riyadh.He emphasized that both
sides are strongly determined and
sincerely willing to develop these
relations, expressing  optimism
about a promising future.

The ambassador pointed out that
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi had
instructed him to do his utmost “to
strengthen brotherly and friendly
relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia”

2023 AFC Asian Cup,
a tournament full of
surprises

TEHRAN - The group stage of the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup finished on Thursday and the remaining 16
teams can now begin to plot their route to the final.

The knockout phase will begin on Sunday when
Indonesia will take on 2015 champions Australia.

Unexpected outcomes in Group E's team
rankings on Thursday caused surprising shifts in
the team standing.

The pessimists proposed that the influence of
betting sites could have affected these outcomes.
The rumors were fueled before the South Korea
and Malaysia match, suggesting South Korea’s
preference to avoid facing Japan in the next game.
The 3-3 draw between South Korea and Malaysia
further intensified these rumors.

Jordan, highest-ranked team in Group E,
endured a 1-0 loss to Bahrain, who initially held
the third position in the group but eventually
secured the top spot!

South Korea’s unexpected second-place finish
in Group E brought an end to the long-standing
saga of Iran and South Korea’s repeated clashes in
the AFC Asian Cups. The long-standing rivals, who
usually meet in the quarterfinals, will now avoid
each other. The round of 16 will see South Korea
taking on Saudi Arabia, and Iran playing against
Syria in the same round.

Many unexpected outcomes occurred during
the group stage of the 2023 AFC Asian Cup.

Major traditional powerhouses such as South
Korea and Japan didn’t progress as group leaders,
whereas teams like Saudi Arabia, Australia, and
even Iranreceived criticism for their performances.

The tournament revealed a narrowing gap
between title contenders and other teams, making
it harder to predict the outcome of matches.
The advancement of teams like Tajikistan,
Indonesia, and Thailand to the round of 16, and
the commendable performances of teams like
Palestine, Bahrain, and Syria, indicates progress
in football among teams previously considered
underdog in Asia.

The 2023 AFC Asian Cup also introduced a new
powerhouse in Asian football: Uzbekistan. Under the
guidance of Slovenian head coach Srecko Katanec,
the team now present a formidable display against
any opponent, positioning themselves among the
powerful teams of the continent.

Iran must overcome Syria in the round of 16 and
then face the winners of the Japan and Bahrain
match in the quarterfinals.

Although Iran and Japan encounter in the
quarterfinals appears to be the most probable
scenario on paper, the 21st edition of the Asian
Cup has shown that depending solely on team
statistics and rankings is no longer reliable.

However, the 2023 Asian Cup promises to be a
tournament full of surprises.

Osmar new head
coach of Persepolis
football club

TEHRAN - Brazilian Osmar Loss Vieira will lead
Persepolis until the end of the 2023/24 Iran’s
Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) season.

He has worked as assistant coach in the Iranian
giants since July 2022 and now replaced Yahya
Golmohammadi, who parted ways with Persepolis
in early January.

Former Persepolis defender Jalal Hosseini will
also work as technical director in the team.

Persepolis football team will travel to the UAE
on Thursday to hold their training camp in the
Persian Gulf country.

PGPL holders sit third in the table, two points
behind leaders Esteghlal.

Westerlo close in on
Sayyadmanesh

TEHRAN - Belgian top-flight football club
Westerlo is going to sign Allahyar Sayyadmanesh
on loan.Hull Live understands Sayyadmanesh is
close to securing a move to Belgian Pro League
side Westerlo on loan.

Sayyadmanesh came close to leaving earlier this
month. He was left out of the FA Cup draw with

SPORTS

IRAN IN FOCUS

JANUARY 28, 2024

Straight Truth

Birmingham City but a move to Dutch Eredivisie
outfit Fortuna Sittard failed to materialize.

He has since come back into Rosenior’s first
team squad, playing an important late cameo in
the 1-0 victory at Sunderland last Friday night.
However, a move to Belgium is nearing completion,
it can be revealed.

Faghani to take
charge of Iraqv
Jordan match

TEHRAN - The Asian Football Confederation has
confirmed Alireza Faghani as referee of Iraq and
Jordan match.

The important match in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup
will be held on Monday at the Khalifa International
Stadium in Al Rayyan.

The highly experienced Iranian officiated the
opening match between Qatar and Lebanon at the
Lusail Stadium, where the host won the match 3-0.

Faghani will be taking charge of his 14th Asian
Cup match in his fourth appearance at the event,
having officiated as fourth official for four matches
on his debut in 2011, refereed five matches in 2015
- including the Final between Korea Republic and
eventual winner Australia - and two in the 2019
edition.

Golshadnezhad
advances to Karate

1-Premier League final

TEHRAN - Atousa Golshadnezhad from Iran
advanced to the final of the Karate 1-Premier
League Paris.

She started the Female Kumite -61Kg with a 3-1
win over Greek player Chrysopoulou Konstantina
and also beat the UAE’s Sarah Al Ameri 4-0,
Ukraine’s Viktoriya Vashchyshyn 3-0, Tunisia’s
Wafa Mahjoub 2-0, and Ukraine’s Oleksandra
Sholokhova 3-0.

She will meet Ukraine’s Anita Sergoina in the
finalThe Karate 1-Premier League Paris is being
held in France’s capital from January 26 to 28.

Fontanills named
Iran boxing coach

TEHRAN - Cuba’s Juan Bautista Fontanills has
been named head coach of Iran boxing team until
the end of the 2024 Olympic Games.

Fontanills first arrived in Thailand in the 1990s
and guided three Thai boxers to win Olympic
gold medals -- Somluck Kamsing (1996), Wijarn
Ponlid (2000) and Manus Boonjumnong (2004)
-- among other achievements.

After his contract expired following the 2004
Athens Olympics, Fontanills was appointed as
coach of the Mexican national team.

He began his second stint in Thailand in 2018
after the Thai boxing team finished empty-handed
at the 2016 Olympics.

The Cuban coach quit his job in Thailand
before 2020 Olympics, claiming Thailand Boxing
Association (TBA) bosses interfered in his job.

Under Fontanills, several Thai boxers had
secured tickets for Tokyo.

The Cuban will lead Team Melli in the first World
Qualification Tournament, which will be held in
Busto Arzizio, Italy from Feb. 29 to Mar. 12.

Iran to prepare
behind closed doors

TEHRAN - Iran’s National Football team are
scheduled to prepare for the upcoming match
against Syria without the presence of media
membersTeam Melli coach Amir Ghalenoei made
the decision considering the importance of the
match against Syria.

Iran will face Syria on Wednesday at the AFC
Asian Cup underway in Qatar.

Last week, Iran beat United Arab Emirates 2-1
in the last match of the 2023 AFC Asian Cup group
stage.

The Iranian team have already qualified for the
next knockout stage by gaining two wins against
Palestine and Hong Kong in their group.
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Iran-China trade reaches $14.6b in 2023

TEHRAN - The value of trade between Iran
and China in 2023 exceeded $14.6 billion,
registering a 6.2 percent decline compared to
2022, according to China’s Customs data.

Based on the mentioned data, the two
countries exchanged $14.650 billion worth
of products in 2023, while the value of trade
between the two countries stood at $15.5
billion in 2022.

Iran’s exports to China in December 2023
registered a 30-percent growth compared to
the same period a year earlier.

China exported $10.70 billion worth of
products to Iran from January to December
2023, indicating an 8.6 percent growth.

According to the Chinese customs data, The
Asian country exported $9.270 billion worth
of products to Iran from January to December
2022.

China’s import of products from Iran fell
from $6.230 billion in 2022 to $4.580 billion in
2023, showing a 27 percent decline.

The balance of trade exchanges between
the two countries reached about $5.5 billion in
2023 in favor of China.

The value of the trade between Iran and
China in December 2023 hit $1.251 billion,
showing a four percent growth compared to
the previous year’s corresponding period.

China is one of Iran’s main trade partners
that has maintained strong trade ties with
the Islamic Republic despite the strict U.S.
sanctions.

Iran’s Finance and Economic Affairs Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi said the 25-year strategic
partnership plan between Iran and China has
entered a new phase with new agreements
being reached between various ministries of
the two countries.

According to Khandouzi, the mentioned
agreements have been reached between the two
sides during the visit of Iran’s delegation to the
6th China International Import Expo (CIIE).

“Specific projects were defined between
the government departments of the
respective ministries of Iran and China, and
agreements were reached on the details of the
implementation of the mentioned projects,”
Khandouzi said.

Regarding the private sectors of the two
countries, some Iranian companies operating
in China and some large Chinese companies
operating in Iran faced obstacles, which
were discussed and resolved by the relevant
authorities, he explained.

“We are going to witness a significant
growth in economic cooperation and
investment between the two sides with
the implementation of these projects,” the
minister noted.

Headed by Iran’s First Vice President,
Mohammad Mokhber, a senior delegation
comprised of Economy Minister Ehsan
Khandouzi, Industry, Mining, and Trade
Minister Abbas Aliabadi, as well as the deputies
of various ministries and the economic deputy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs visited China
in early November, 2023 to attend the 6th CIIE.

Iran and China officially signed the document
for 25-year comprehensive cooperation in
March 2021.The document was signed between
Iran’s former Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi at the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran and China
finalized 16 memorandums of understanding
(MOU) under the framework of the two
countries’ strategic 25-year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-China
comprehensive cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on December 13 in
the presence of Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and China’s Vice Premier
Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on four areas
explored by four committees between the two

countries with the aim of paving the way for
the implementation of the 25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20 memoranda
of understanding in the presence of the
presidents of the two countries in Beijing in
mid-February, 2023.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, Iran’s
President Ebrahim Raisi was on a three-day
state visit to China starting February 14, 2023.

During President Raisi’s visit to China,
Tehran and Beijing signed a number of
bilateral cooperation documents in the fields
of agriculture, trade, tourism, environmental
protection, health, disaster relief, culture, and
sports.

The documents include agreements in the
field of transportation and industry worth
$12 billion and $3.5 billion, respectively; the
agreements cover various joint projects
like the high-speed rail link between Tehran
and Mashhad, and investment in the Imam
Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeastern Mokran
Coast and the purchase of Iranian oil were also
mentioned in the documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an example of the high
level of mutual trust between China and Iran,
as well as a milestone for bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July, 2023, the agreements
signed between Iran and China during
President Raisi's trip to Beijing in mid-
February were turned into specified projects
during the two countries’ joint cooperation
committee meeting, the Iranian finance and
economic affairs minister announced.

Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran for Beijing on
July 12, 2023 to attend the Iran-China Joint
Cooperation Committee meeting, which was
held after four and half years.

“With the constructive atmosphere of the
committee, we will soon witness good events
in the fields of business and investment”, the
official wrote on his Twitter account on July 16,
2023.

Khandouzi further announced that Iran and
China are going to begin the execution of some
joint projects agreed upon in February by the
presidents of the two countries, as of the
following month.

According to the minister, the necessary
follow-ups regarding the mentioned projects
have been made over the last five months
and the final decisions for the start of their
implementations were made during a joint
business event on July 13, 2023.

“President Raisi had an important trip to
Beijing last winter and good agreements
were made with the president of China; in
this regard, the necessary follow-ups were
made by various ministries during the last five
months, and on Thursday (July 13) the first
joint committee between Iran and China was
held after 4.5 years,” Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest trading partner and
the most important destination for the export
of Iranian goods and an important part of our
imports are also from China. Last year, China’s
share in Iran’s (non-oil) trade was 24 percent,’
the minister added.

Back in early April, 2023, the Chinese
ambassador to Tehran said: “This year is a
good year for Iran-China relations.”

Chang Hua made the remarks in a meeting
with the members of the Iran-China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and a number of
Iranian traders and businessmen, who conduct
trade with China, held at the place of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) in Tehran.

Referring to China’s growing economy,
the envoy said this year is a good year for
Iran-China relations, adding that during
the meeting between the leaders of the
two countries, important agreements were
made, including the implementation of the
25-year cooperation agreement between
the two countries, and a number of bilateral
cooperation documents were signed in the
fields of agriculture, tourism, culture, relief,
and rescue, etc.

Majid-Reza Hariri, the head of the Iran-China
Joint Chamber, also emphasized the desire
of Iran’s private sector to develop business
relations with China and said there are obstacles
in this direction. Among other things, issuing
visas for Iranian businessmen, especially for their
presence at trade fairs in China, is associated
with problems, and facilitating it will definitely
help the development of relations between the
two sides.

Iran accounts for over 58% of West
Asia’s steel output m 2023 WSA

TEHRAN - Iran produced 311
million tons of crude steel in 2023
to account for 58.4 percent of
West Asia’s total production in the
mentioned year, according to the
latest report released by the World
Steel Association (WSA).

The West Asian nations reviewed
in the WSA report, including Iran,
Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, managed
to produce 53.2 million tons of steel
in 2023.

The Islamic Republic’s steel
production increased by 1.8 percent
in 2023 as compared to the previous

2022, and as a result, the World
Steel Association has declared the
percentage of change to be zero.

China with a production of 1.019
billion tons, India with a production
of 140.2 million tons, and Japan
with a production of 87 million tons
were the top three steel-producing
countries in the world in 2023.

The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing over the
past years against all the pressures
and obstacles created by outside
forces like the US. sanctions and
the coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the performance

year, when the production stood at
30.6 million tons, based on the WSA
data.

West Asia’s total crude steel
output increased by 1.3 percent in

the mentioned year as compared to
2022.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
maintained its place as the world’s
10th largest steel producer in 2023.

According to the WSA report, the
world’s steel producers managed
to produce more than 1.888 billion
tons of steel in 2023, which is a
very slight decrease compared to

of the world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb
to seventh place among the world’s
top steel producers by the Iranian
calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

Trade between Iran, EU members exceeds €4.2b in 11 months

TEHRAN - The value of trade between Iran
and the European Union member states reached
€4.214 billion in the first 11 months of 2023,
according to the data released by the European
Union’s statistics office Eurostat.

Based on the Eurostat data, the trade between
the two sides fell 12 percent in the said 11 months
in comparison to the previous year's same period

when the figure stood at €4.793 billion.

As reported, the EU’s exports to Iran from
January to November 2023 stood at €3.484 billion,
registering a decrease of eight percent compared
to the same period of 2022 when the EU exports to
Iran were reported to be €4.813 billion.

The European Union’s imports from Iran also

reached €730 million in the first 11 months of 2023
with a 25 percent decrease compared to the same
period in 2022. EU imported €980 million of goods
from Iran in January-November 2022.

The Eurostat’s data show that Iran’s exports
to the union however increased by 24 percent in
November 2023 compared to the same month in
2022.

Iranian trade delegation visits Uzbekistan

TEHRAN - An

Iranian  trade
delegation has visited Uzbekistan

seeking to expand economic
relations between the two countries
in various areas, the director general
of the Russia and Caucasus Office of
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPQ) announced.

According to Akbar Godari, the
delegation is comprised of four
major committees including mining,
automobile, trade, industry, and
services headed by four deputy
ministers and representatives of
several major Iranian companies
active in the fields of automobiles,
mining,  household  appliances,
medical  equipment, technical-
engineering services, and energy
are present in the mentioned

committees.During their visit, the
Iranian representatives met and held
talks with their Uzbek counterparts
and reached several preliminary
agreements for joint production and
investment.

Visiting Iran’s trade center in
Uzbekistan and familiarizing the
Iranian companies with this center
and the available facilities has also
been part of the travel plan to this
country, according to Godari.

In last June, Iran and Uzbekistan
signed several memorandums of
understanding in various fields
including transportation, transit,

investment, and insurance for
expanding economic ties.
Iranian  Transport ~ Minister

Mehrdad Bazrpash and his Uzbek
counterpart signed a document on
comprehensive transportation and
transit cooperation.

Iranian Finance and Economic
AffairsMinister EhsanKhandouzialso
signed two MOUs with the Minister
of Investments, Industry, and Trade
of the Republic of Uzbekistan Laziz
Kudratov for establishing joint free
zones and expanding cooperation in
investment and insurance sectors.

Also, the ministers discussed the
establishment of an investment
company to transfer Iran’s technical
know-how to Uzbekistan.

It should be noted that the
mentioned agreements and MOUs
have been signed as part of the
President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev's official visit to Iran
on top of a high-ranking politico-
economic delegation.

[ran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) also hosted an Iran-
Uzbekistan business forum
concurrent  with the visit of
Uzbekistan’s president to Tehran.

The forum was attended by high-
ranking officials from both countries
including Kudratov and Iranian
Industry, Mining and Trade Minister
Abbas Ali-Abadi, and ICCIMA former
Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie.

Representatives from 50 different
Uzbek companies also participated
in the eventThe Uzbek companies
attending the forum were active in
different areas including agriculture,
sweets, chemicals, cosmetics and
drugs, construction materials, digital
technologies, mining and geology,

irrigation systems, plastic and textile
industries, electronic equipment,
leather, jewelry, and auto industries,
energy, and transportation.

Also, on September 22, 2023
Iran and Uzbekistan signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) to expand cooperation in
petrochemical industry.

The MOU was signed between
Iran’s  National  Petrochemical
Company (NPC) and Uzbekistan's
Uzkimyosanoat, on the sidelines of
Iran’s 17th International Exhibition
of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery, and
Equipment (Iran Plast 2023).

Morteza Shah-Mirzaei, the NPC
managing director, and Korzhikov
Evgeniy Aleksandrovich, the deputy
chairman of the board for Investments
and innovations of Uzkimyosanoat,
inked the mentioned MOU.

The document was signed
following the agreement of the
presidents of the two countries,
and finalizing the fields of joint
cooperation, and reviewing the
cooperation method are among its
provisions.

WB’s “Business Readiness” scheme reviewed at TCCIMA meeting

TEHRAN - The 11th meeting of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA)'s Business Environment
Improvement Committee was held on Saturday
during which the World Bank’s new project
called “Business Readiness” was reviewed.

the TCCIMA board of representatives, provided
some information about the World Bank
Business Readiness Project and said: “For
more than 10 years, the World Bank has been
evaluating the business environment of the
countries under the frame work of a scheme
called Ease of Doing Business, and three years

dueto the lack of transparency and problems it
had and now the new scheme that is Business
Readiness is being considered.”

“The  TCCIMA  Business  Environment

Improvement Committee has decided to carry
out some activities in line with this scheme,” he

In this meeting, Mehrad Ebad, a member of

ago, this scheme underwent some changes

added.

70 idle production units revived in Kordestan province

TEHRAN- As announced by the
governor-general of Kordestan
province, in the west of Iran, 70 idle
production units have been revived
in the province in the current
Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21,2023).

Esmaeil Zareie-Kousha said the
figure is hoped to reach 100 units
by the end of year.

Some 897 idle and semi-active
production units have been revived
in the country’s industrial parks in
the first nine months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2023), Mehr News
Agency reported.

As reported, 1240 new units

have also been established in
the country’s industrial parks
and zones in the mentioned nine
months.

The establishment and reviving
of the mentioned units have
created jobs for over 336,000
people across the country.

According to the Industry,
Mining, and Trade Ministry’s latest
statistics, more than 59,000
industrial units are active in the
industrial parks and zones of the
country, which have created jobs
for about 1.3 million people.

Over the past few years, many
of the production units across Iran
have been wrestling with financial

issues as well as the problem of
supplying their raw materials, so
that, many have been forced to shut
down or decrease their activities.

The Industry Ministry’s program
for revving such units has tried to
identify major problems and issues
that the production units are
facing to bring them back into the
production cycle by resolving such
problems.

Backin November 2023, Industry,
Mining, and Trade Minister
Abbas Ali-Abadi inaugurated 20
industrial, infrastructure, and
development projects valued at
294.8 ftrillion rials (over $58.9
million) in industrial parks and
zones across the country through

video conferencing.

The inauguration ceremony was
also attended by the acting head of
Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization (ISIPO) Farshad
Moghimi.

Put into operation in 11 different
provinces, the mentioned projects
were inaugurated on the occasion
of the national day of supporting
Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs).

The projects were carried out
in the provinces of Kermanshah,
Markazi, Zanjan, Yazd, Alborz,
Lorestan, Sistan-Baluchestan,
Golestan, Isfahan, Qazvin, and East
Azarbaijan.

TEDPIX gains 3,300 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 3,363
points (0.16 percent) to 2,126,855 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian calendar

week.

TSE is

exchanges, and the most important one. The

one of thefour Iranian stock

other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).



Berlin, Holocaust, and echoes of history in Gaza ‘ INTERNATI O NAL

Germany backs
today’s Hitler

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN “Antisemitism is
deeply ingrained in the European
society, confessed an EU official
back in October. Though Michael
OFlaherty, the director of the
bloc’s fundamental rights agency,
inaccurately attributed entrenched
antisemitic sentiment to a 2023
Hamas operation, his comments
prompted reflection on Europe’s
history of mistreatment towards
Jewish people.

Antisemitism has deep roots in
European civilization, stemming
from both pre-Christian and
Christian eras. From the times of
the Greek and Roman empires to
the Middle Ages and into modern
times, the hatred, discrimination,
and persecution of Jews have been
an undeniable part of European
societies.

In various European regions,
Jews faced segregation and were
often accused of embodying various
evils, leading to routine harassment
under various pretexts. Europe’s
most egregious antisemitic beliefs
culminated in what's now known
as the Holocaust. Adolf Hitler
perpetrated the mass murder,
imprisonment, and displacement
of countless individuals, while a
significant portion of the population
across the continent lauded
his treatment of the perceived
“villainous” Jewish population.

Once Germany was passed those
days, itembarked on effortstoatone
for its atrocious crimes. Despite
being responsible for the deaths
of millions of people throughout
Europe, including at least 27 million
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in the Soviet Union, the profound
sense of guilt Germany harbored
seemed to mostly arise from its
actions against Jews. Thus, it began
to seekreconciliation witha group of
people who had suffered centuries
of oppression under European rule.

However, even in the face of this
guilt and shame, Germany did not
appear inclined to relinquish any
of its own assets to make amends
for its deeds. Even the leaders of
the post-World War Il global order,
notably the UK and the U.S,, did not
see any issue with requiring others
to bear the burden for German
crimes.

In a move seemingly aimed at
regaining favor within the Jewish
community, the Western powers
supported the ascent of a political
movement that had been gathering
momentum before both world wars.
The Zionist movement, founded by
Theodor Herzl in the 1890s, was
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presented with three potential
locations for the establishment
of what ultimately became Israel:
South America, Africa, or West Asia.

“We are naturally drawn into
those places where we are not
persecuted,” Herzl expressed in a
pamphlet published in 1896. The
group of people who had always
coexisted peacefully with the
Jewish population and were now
selected to bear the consequences
of the Nazi Germans’ crimes were
the Palestinians. Israel received
recognition from the West-
dominant United Nations in 1947,
and in the years that followed, tens
of thousands of Palestinians were
killed, imprisoned, or displaced from
their homes in Palestine.

Germany emerged as one of
Israel's major supporters after
its establishment. The country
assisted Israel in establishing its
economy by providing substantial

reparations, which it did not extend
to its other victims, and supplied
the regime with various weapons,
at times on an exclusive basis, in a
demonstration of its commitment
to winning the hearts of the Jews.

For several decades, Germany
appeared to be entirely content with
its support of Israel. The heinous
crimes it had committed seemed to
fade into the background, as Israeli
politicians found satisfaction with
Berlin. The collective guilt felt by
Germans for theiractions during the
Second World War also appeared to
diminish.

However, in 2024, all the
aspirations that Germany had for
redemption following the Holocaust
now seem to have dissipated. In its
effort to atone for the Holocaust,
Germany finds itself implicated as a
leading enabler of another ongoing
humanitarian catastrophe. A new
tragedy is unfolding in Gaza, and
Berlin once again finds itself on the
wrong side of history.

Germany now witnesses a
disturbing repetition of its crimes
during the Second World War.
Babies suffocate and bleed to death
under the rubble, children lose
limbs and undergo amputations,
women perish during childbirth,
and men are stripped of their
dignity in front of their homes
before being led to prison cells.
A brand-new humanitarian
catastrophe is unfolding, and the
prime responsibility lies squarely
on the shoulders of Germany and
its allies who decided that it is the
Palestinians that have to pay for
Europe’s antisemitic history.

Ansarullah undeterred by American aggression

U.S. warship comes under attack, British oil tanker set ablaze

From page 1 » The Yemeni statement goes
on to say a “two-hour long engagement with
American destroyers and warships in the Gulf
of Aden” took place and that Ansarullah ordered
two US. vessels to withdraw because they
were heading to Israeli-occupied Palestinian
territories.

Furthermore, Ansarullah officials say that
during the “two-hour engagement”, U.S. warships
tried to escort the American vessels to Israeli
ports but failed to do so.

It would appear the series of joint American-
British attacks as well as the militarization of the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden with U.S. warships
have failed to deter Ansarullah from targeting
Israeli vessels and cargo ships heading to the
regime.

On the contrary, US. warships now find
themselves in the firing line of Ansarullah naval
forces.

The American bombing of Yemen has been
met with Ansarullah expanding its maritime
operations against Israeli, Israeli-affiliated,
American, and British vessels as well as US.
warships.

The government in Sanaa has stated that
its military operations are aimed at ending the
suffering of Palestinians in Gaza and it will only

stop its naval operations once humanitarian aid
enters the enclave and the Israeli regime ends its
genocidal war against Gazans.

Following the attack on a US. warship,
Ansarullah’s naval forces hit a British oil container
ship sailing off Yemen's waters.

The strike caused a fire on board the merchant
vessel, which was “fully extinguished” with the
help of third parties after nearly 24 hours.

Ansarullah has said it carried out an operation
targeting the “British oil ship Marlin Luanda” in
the Gulf of Aden.

Yemeni brigadier general Yahya Sare'e said
the ship was a “British” tanker and declared that
the attack was in support “of the oppressed
Palestinian people” and in response “to the
American-British  aggression against our
country”.

“Using a number of appropriate naval missiles,
the strike was direct, and resulted in the burning
of the vessel” he said.

“Yemeni Armed Forces persist with their
military operations: enforcing a blockade on
Israeli navigation in the Red and Arabian seas
until a ceasefire is achieved in Gaza, and food
and medicine are allowed into the besieged
Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip.’

Another series of American-British airstrikes
carried out at the start of the week looks to have
done very little to deter or degrade the power of
Ansarullah or its position of standing in solidarity
with Gaza.

It appears the only way to stop the operations
by Ansarullah is to stop the Israeli war on Gaza,
as was the case during the one-week ceasefire
in the war on Gaza that also saw no maritime
operations by Ansarullah.

Unlike the Israeli war on Gaza where the Israeli
military has killed more than 26,000 Palestinians,
a majority of whom are women and children,
there has not been a single casualty during the
Ansarullah operations that began in November.

ICJ lands stunning blow on Israel over Gaza
genocide charge: analysis
Washington’s blank checks to Israel fuels reckless behavior in Gaza

The International Court of Justice

(IC)) just ruled against Israel and
determined that South Africa
successfully argued that Israel's
conduct plausibly could constitute
genocide, the Space Craft said in a
commentary.

The Court imposes several
injunctions against Israeland reminds
Israel that its rulings are binding,
according to interational law.

A final ruling will still take more
time, but this ruling will have
significant political repercussions.
Here are a few thoughts.

This is a devastating blow to

Israel's global standing. To put
it in context, Israel has worked
ferociously for the last two decades
to defeat the BDS movement —
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
— not because it will have a
significant economic impact on
Israel, but because of how it could
delegitimize Israel internationally.
However, the ruling of the ICJ
that Israel is plausibly engaged in
genocide is far more devastating
to Israel’s legitimacy than anything
BDS could have achieved.

Just as much as Israel’s political
systemhas been increasingly — and

publicly — associated with
apartheidin the past few years,
Israel  will mow be similarly
associated with the charge of
genocide. As a result, those
countries that have supported
Israel and its military campaign
in Gaza, such as the US. under
President Biden, will be associated
with that charge, too.

The implications for the United
States are significant. First because
the court does not have the ability
to implement its ruling. Instead,
the matter will go to the United
Nations Security Council, where the

Biden administration will once again
face the choice of protecting Israel
politically by casting a veto, and by
that, furtherisolate the United States,
orallowing the Security Council to act
and pay a domestic political cost for
“not standing by Israel”

So far, the Biden administration
has refused to say if it will respect
ICJ's decision. Of course, in previous
cases in front of the ICJ, such as
Myanmar, Ukraine and Syria, the US.
and Western states stressed that
ICJ provisional measures are binding
and must be fully implemented.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Egypt considered
pulling envoy from
Tel Aviv after Israel’s
Rafah claims: report

The legal team that defended Israel against the
genocide charge at the ICJ on January 12 accused
Egypt of being responsible for preventing the entry
of humanitarian assistance into the Gaza Strip
through the Rafah crossing.

Now, a new report by The Wall Street Journal says
top Egyptian intelligence and security officials called
a meeting on the same day to discuss withdrawing
Egypt’s ambassador from Tel Aviv in response to the
allegations. “After almost five hours of discussions,
they decided it was best to instead issue a
statement denying the claims, leading some who are
familiar with the thinking of both sides to conclude
there is still scope for calmer heads to prevail,’ the
publication reported.

Fuel tanker costs
surge on Red Sea
crisis — Bloomberg

The cost of shipping fuel by sea has in some cases
soared above $100000 a day due to continued
disruptions in the Suez Canal and Red Sea caused by
attacks by Yemen's army, Bloomberg reported this
week.

According to data from the Baltic Exchange
in London, the price of shipping oil and refined
products from the Middle East to Japan surged by
3% on Thursday alone, to $101,000 a day, the highest
cost for that particular route since 2020.

The same trend has been observed for vessels
carrying fuel from the Middle East to Europe. Tanker
costs on this route have surged to within the range
of $97,000-$117,000 per day, depending on the size
of the ship. Yemen’s army, that controls a large part
of Yemen, has been attacking and hijacking ships
destined to and from Israel. The vital waterway
handles about 15% of global trade. The Yemeni army
is doing in a show of solidarity with the Palestinians
in Gaza who are being subjected to the worst forms
of human tragedy. Despite the US and allies having
deployed a naval taskforce to the area to counter
the army, many freight companies have halted travel
through the waterway and instead make the far
longer and more expensive journey around the Cape
of Good Hope in Africa.

According to an earlier report by the Wall Street
Journal, citing data from London-based Drewry
Shipping Consultants, the average worldwide cost of
shipping a 40-foot container jumped 23% to $3,777
in the week ending January 18, more than double
what it cost only a month prior.
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Iraqi MP calling for
withdrawal of US
troops

Hussein Mouanes, a member of the Iragi
Parliament, is calling for the United States to
withdraw its forces from Iraq to liberate the country
from Washington’s control.

The head of the Iragi Rights Movement says there
will be no sovereignty in Irag without the expulsion
of US forces. He has been vocal about demanding
the withdrawal of all foreign armies, particularly
US personnel. Mouanes has been placed under US
Treasury sanctions, which he views as a source of
pride and honor.

Mouanes believes that the US imposing sanctions
reflects American arrogance and a violation of Irag's
sovereignty. Mouanes also accuses the US of nurturing
terrorist threats and groups such as ISIS and using
them as a pretext to bring their forces into Iraq.

He criticizes US attacks on Iraqi factions and
describes the US embassy in Iraq as functioning
as a military barracks with spying and espionage
devices. He believes that the Iragi army and armed
forces are capable of maintaining security without
the presence of US forces.

Additionally, he says the Israeli Mossad spy agency
has a presence in Baghdad and Iraqi Kurdistan, under
various covers, and calls foran alliance against Israel
after expelling US forces from Iraq.

US to redeploy
nuclear weapons to
UK - Telegraph

The United States is planning to deploy nuclear
weapons to the UK for the first time in 15 years,
The Telegraph reported Friday, citing Pentagon
documents.

The report comes amid heightened tensions
between NATO and Russia over the Ukraine conflict,
and calls from some Western politicians to prepare
fora potential armed clash with Moscow.

The British newspaper cited procurement
contracts for a new facility at the Royal Air Force
station at Lakenheath in Suffolk, which point to
Washington's intention to bring nuclear weapons to
the base. RAF Lakenheath is expected to house B61-
12 bombs that are three times more powerful than
those dropped on Hiroshima in 1945, the Telegraph
said. The US sent F-35 nuclear-capable fighters to
the base last year.

South Africa
showing up for all
our rage against
the colonisers!
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Iran to celebrate UNESCO recognition
of Sadeh festival

TEHRAN - Iran’s Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism is set to hold
an event, celebrating the UNESCO desig-
nation of the Sadeh festival as a shared
heritage between the Islamic Republic and
Tajikistan.

This recognition was officially granted in
December of last year, strengthening cultur-
al ties between the two nations.

The event is scheduled to take place on
Sunday at the institute, ILNA reported.

Distinguished speakers at the event will
include Mustafa Deh-Pahlavan, the head of
the research institute; Zohidi Nizomiddin
Shamsiddinzoda, the ambassador of Tajik-
istan to the Islamic Republic; Alireza Izadi,
the Director-General of the Registration of
Cultural Heritage and Preservation and Re-
vitalization; Farzaneh Gashtasb, an associate
professor at the Institute of Humanities and
Cultural Studies; Afshin Nemiraniyan, the
head of the Zoroastrian Society of Tehran;
Atousa Momeni, the head of the regional
center for intangible heritage in Tehran; Ali-
reza Hasan-Zadeh, the head of the Anthro-
pology Research Center and the director of
the UNESCO Sadeh dossier; and Padram So-
roushpoor, the editor-in-chief of the Frouhar
Monthly Magazine.

According to organizers, this celebra-
tion not only marks the importance of the
Sadeh festival in the cultural heritage of
Iran but also highlights the collaborative
recognition of this tradition as a shared
heritage with Tajikistan, fostering goodwill
and cultural understanding between the
two nations.

The Sadeh festival, aka Jashn-e Sadeh in
Persian, was registered as a common heri-
tage between Iran and Tajikistan during the
18th session of the Intergovernmental Com-
mittee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, held in Kasane, Botswana,
on Dec. 4-9.

The festivity, usually occurring on Jan-
uary 30th, derives its name from the Far-
si word for “one hundred” (Sad), marking
50 days and 50 nights before Nowruz,
the commencement of the Iranian calen-
dar year on March 21st. Rooted in ancient
traditions, it is celebrated predominantly
by Iranian Zoroastrians in cities like Yazd,
Tehran, Shiraz, and Kerman. The festival
commemorates the mythical discovery of
fire, observed with the lighting of a large
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woodpile during its zenith.

According to Iranian anthropologist Ali-
reza Hassanzadeh, Sadeh, as one of Iran’s
ancient rituals, takes place in two cultural
domains of Zoroastrians in Iran, such as
cities in cultural areas like Kerman, Yazd,
Shiraz, Isfahan, and more. On the other
hand, it is also celebrated in the cultural
domain of Khorasan, especially among ru-
ral communities.

Ancient Iranians believed that the fire lit
on this day symbolized the warming of the
earth and its preparation for the arrival of
spring. Elsewhere in his remarks, the experts
reminded of the fondness for preserving cul-
tural heritage among Iranians. “In fact, our
most important literary and identity sourc-
es, such as the Shahnameh, contain detailed
and vital references to this element. Sadeh
symbolizes the unity of Iranian ethnicities
and their peaceful coexistence over the cen-
turies. Sadeh has been and remains one of
the sources of unity and coherence among
Iranians.”

In this ceremony, which is celebrated in
the early evening of the tenth of Bahman
(which falls on January 30, 2024) fire, along
with water, wind, and earth, is considered
sacred elements, playing practical roles in
many Iranian festivities. Ancient Iranians be-
lieved that the fire lit on this day symbolized
the warming of the earth and its preparation
for the arrival of spring.

The anthropologist also responded to a
question of whether other countries could
join this dossier besides Tajikistan and why
we did not see further participation. “Cur-
rently, Iran and Tajikistan are the primary
countries hosting this ritual extensively. In
other countries besides these two, the men-
tioned celebration of Sadeh is not conducted
on a broad scale. Note that fire festivals, like
spring celebrations, are held in many coun-
tries, but these celebrations are not equiva-
lent to the Sadeh festival. Sadeh has its dis-
tinct definition, and it remains as it is, just
like understanding the Chinese New Year due
to its connection with spring, akin to Nowruz
(whichis not)”

Hassanzadeh, who presides over Iran’s
Anthropology Research Center, referred to
the actions needed to revitalize and preserve
the Sadeh festival and said: “Generally, each
intangible heritage dossier entails a set of
careful measures to conserve and promote
the elements of intangible heritage, which
are detailed in the Sadeh festival's dossier.
This involves the organizers of this ritual,
non-governmental organizations, and gov-
ernmental bodies.”

The duty of governmental bodies includes
facilitating the celebration of this ritual in
various regions of the country and assisting
people and non-governmental organiza-
tions, he said.

In a mesmerizing display of architectural artistry, visitors immerse themselves in
the charms of the Nasir al-Molk Mosque in Shiraz, southern Iran.

The 19th-century place of worship is known as the Pink Mosque, driven by abun-
dant pink-colored tilework that dominates its courtyard and exterior facade.

From pottery to burial practices: delving
into the artistic legacy of Amlash civilization

TEHRAN - The Amlash civiliza-
tion primarily flourished in what
is known as Iran’s Gilan region,
situated along the southwestern
coast of the Caspian Sea.

It was an Iron Age culture,
which was thriving from approx-
imately 1000 BC to 600 BC, and
derives its name from the Am-
lash River in Gilan.

Key features of Amlash art in-
clude distinctive pottery, bronze
artifacts, and terracotta fig-
urines, mostly depicting red-
dish-brown or black hues. In fact,
Amlash pottery is distinguished
by its unique shapes and intri-
cate decorative elements. Bowls,
jars, and vessels often showcase
elaborate designs, featuring
geometric patterns, animals, and
human figures.

Amlash art reveals influences
from neighboring cultures, such
as the Elamites and ancient Ira-
nians. The cultural exchange in
the region is evident in the ar-
tistic motifs and styles found in
Amlash artifacts.

Moreover, Amlash artifacts
are frequently associated with
burial sites. Archaeological ex-
cavations have uncovered graves
containing pottery, bronze items,
and figurines, suggesting a deep
connection between Amlash art
and burial practices.

Numerous Amlash artifacts
have been unearthed through
archaeological excavations in the
Gilan province and surrounding
areas. These discoveries signifi-
cantly contribute to our under-
standing of Amlash culture and
its artistic expressions.

Amlash was strategically po-
sitioned along trade routes, fa-
cilitating cultural and economic
exchanges with neighboring
regions. This trade likely played
a pivotal role in incorporating
external influences into Amlash
art.

So far, several archaeological

Two burnished baked clay vessels in the shape of zebus (bull)
Amlash, Iran ¢.7400-1000 BC (terracotta) by Iranian School;
height:39 cm; Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford, UK

sites have been unearthed in
Gilan province with links to the
Amlash culture. Excavations at
sites like Marlik, Hasanlu, and
Ziwiye have revealed significant
artifacts, providing valuable in-
sights into the material culture
of the Amlash people.

Amlash culture is often asso-
ciated with burial mounds, where
individuals are interred along
with various grave goods. These
burial practices offer valuable
insights into the cultural beliefs
and rituals surrounding death
and the afterlife.

The Amlash culture interact-
ed with other contemporary
cultures, such as the Urartians,
Elamites, and Medes. This inter-
action is evident in the artistic
motifs and elements found in
Amlash artifacts.

The production of bronze ar-
tifacts by the Amlash people
showcases their proficiency in
metalworking. The use of bronze
for tools, weapons, and orna-
ments indicates a high level of
technological advancement in
metallurgy.

Many Amlash artifacts are be-
lieved to have had ceremonial or

ritual significance. The presence
of specific symbols and iconog-
raphy on pottery and figurines
points to their utilization in cul-
tural practices or religious cere-
monies.

Amlash art showcases a re-
markable level of artistic innova-
tion, especially in the creation of
terracotta figurines. The stylized
representations of human and
animal forms suggest a unique
artistic expression within the
cultural context of the time.

Moreover, the Amlash culture
produced bronze objects, en-
compassing tools, weapons, and
ornaments. Bronze items asso-
ciated with the Amlash culture
were meticulously crafted using
advanced metalworking tech-
niques of the time.

A notable aspect of Amlash
art is the creation of terracotta
figurines. These figurines depict
humans and animals, character-
ized by stylized features, often
portraying individuals in various
poses, including sitting or stand-
ing.

Ongoing archaeological re-
search in Gilan province con-

tinues to unveil new aspects of
Amlash culture. Ongoing exca-
vations and studies contribute to
a deeper understanding of this
ancient society and its signifi-
cant contributions to the broader
cultural landscape of the ancient
Near East.

The Amlash culture, apparent-
ly, did not adhere to a centralized
political system with a single rul-
er or king. Instead, it is believed
to have been a society composed
of smaller communities or tribes
in the Gilan region during the Iron
Age.

According to sources, the po-
litical organization of the Amlash
people is not well-documented,
and the available archaeological
evidence does not provide clear
information about a specific rul-
ing authority.

As mentioned before, Amlash
art is renowned for its terracotta
figurines, with representations
of animals, including bulls, being
particularly common. These ter-
racotta bulls offer valuable in-
sights into the artistic and sym-
bolic expressions of the Amlash
people during the Iron Age.

The terracotta bulls from the
Amlash period are typically small
figurines made of baked clay.
They include stylized depictions
of bulls, often with simplified
forms and symbolic elements.
These figurines may have held
cultural, religious, or ritual sig-
nificance within Amlash society.

Interpreting such artifacts
involves understanding the cul-
tural context in which they were
created. Bulls held significance in
many ancient cultures and could
be associated with fertility, ag-
riculture, strength, or religious
beliefs.

Archaeologists and historians
utilize these artifacts to piece
together the history and lifestyle
of the Amlash people during the
Iron Age in the ancient Near East.

Iran’s first private press museum opens in Rasht

TEHRAN - A private press museum has
opened to the public in Rasht, the capital of Gi-
lan province, in northern Iran.

It is the first press museum being inaugu-
rated and run by the private sector in Iran,
the provincial tourism chief Vali Javani said on
Thursday.

“The museum showcases a collection of 200
of the most influential and rare newspapers
and magazines printed in the past 100 years,
Javani stated during the inauguration ceremo-
ny of the museum.

The establishment of the press museum re-
lied on the extensive archive of its founder and
his family, Jahani said.

“In addition to that, efforts have been made
to collect other magazines and newspapers to
enrich the museum’s collection”

Highlighting the national significance of the

museum, the official said: “The museum cur-
rently houses 10,000 copies of publications.”

Javani added, “The museum received its
license from the Directorate of Museums of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts,
and we hope to see more specialized mu-
seums with different titles opening in the
province.”

The opening of the Rasht Press Museum
is seen as a positive step toward promoting
Iran’s journalistic history, offering a valuable
resource for researchers and individuals inter-
ested in the legacy of printed publications.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official ac-
knowledged that, given the national aspect of
the museum, some quantity limitations can be
addressed with the help of those active in the
field.

The history of newspaper and book publica-

o ey
tion in Iran can be traced back to the mid-19th
century when Mohammed Shah, the third Shah
of the Qajar dynasty was in power.

According to the Iran Chamber Society, re-
liable evidence indicates the first Iranian who
founded publication facilities in Iran was an
educated technocrat named Mirza Mohammad
Saleh Shirazi.

British Museum reveals bumper haul of treasures found by the public

Caroline Nunneley was mudlarking
along the shore of the Thames in Lon-
don - inching on her hands and knees
while scanning the mud for archae-
ological finds - when she suddenly
spotted a miniature human skull
looking up at her.

She picked up the small, exqui-
sitely carved object and showed it
to a friend. “We turned it over and
we went: ‘Whoa. Because we hadn't
realized that there was a face on the
other side”

What they had found was a late
medieval rosary bead, dating back
possibly as far as 1450, that had been
carved from bone and, thanks to the
anaerobic river mud, perfectly pre-
served for five centuries.

Its twin designs, of a female face -
possibly the Virgin Mary - on one side
and a skull on the other were intend-
ed as a “memento mori” to remind
the wearer of his or her mortality.

“She’s just a woman reminding

us that one day we were young and
beautiful and full of life, and that we

have to be aware that time is pass-
ing,” says Nunneley, who is from
Brighton and has held a mudlarking
license - as required by the Port of
London authority - for five years.

The bead is not the largest or
most valuable but is certainly one
of the more intriguing archaeolog-
ical finds reported to the Portable
Antiquities Scheme (PAS) in 2022,
the results of which were revealed
at the British Museum on Tuesday.

The scheme, which the museum
administers in England, records
significant finds made by members
of the public.

A total of 53490 finds were re-
corded in 2022, of which 1378 met
the legal definition of treasure - the
highest number ever reported in a
single year, most of them found

from Norfolk (95), Hampshire (83)
and Kent (81).

Jonathan  Needham’s archaeo-
logical bonanza came on New Year’s
Day in 2022, when he was metal de-
tecting with his best friend, Malcolm
Baggaley, in a sodden ploughed field
near Ellastone in Staffordshire, then
walked back over a grassy area “just
to clean our boots”

A faint beep prompted them to
dig deeply and Needham reached
in, only to pull out a very rare, solid
gold dress fastener dating to about
10008BC.

The distinctive, twin-cup design
of the object made them wonder at
first if it was a drawer handle.

“That’s when Malc said: ‘There’s
only one thing what comes out the

ground looking that gold, and that’s
gold,” says Needham. They posted a
picture on an archaeology Facebook
page and were flooded with excited
replies. “That’s when we panicked. It
was like: ‘Oh, this is important’ We

didn't realize how important it was”

The Irish-made iron age fastener
is one of only seven examples dis-
covered in England and Wales, and
one of the best preserved.

Treasure finds like the fastener
are independently valued and may be
acquired by a museum; the proceeds
are typically split between finder and
landowner. The money is not what is
important, says Needham, though he
admits there has been talk of a Carib-
bean holiday.

(Source: The Guardian)

by metal detectorists.

The counties of Lincolnshire
(5]01), Norfolk (4,265) and Suf-
folk (2,727) vyielded the most
finds, though the richest pick-
ings in terms of treasure came
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‘Forest, Mountain Day’ to be on
national calendar

TEHRAN -The registration of
‘Forest and Mountain Day’ on the
country’s official calendar has
been approved.

The twentieth of Azar - the
ninth month of the Iranian cal-
endar, is the suggested day to be
registered on the national calen-
dar, IMNA reported.

The day falls on December 11,
when International Mountain Day
is annually observed worldwide.

Raising public awareness and
reminding related institutions of
their social responsibilities to-
wards conserving forest and the
mountain ecosystem; preserving
the biodiversity and improving
the life of local inhabitants living
in forests and mountainous areas
are among the main goals for reg-
istering the day on the national
calendar.

Significance of mountains

Mountains as the water towers
provide fresh water for half of hu-
manity. They are home to 1.1 billion
mountain dwellers and billions
more living downstream.

They cover almost 25 percent of
the Earth’s land surface and host
about half of the world’s biodiver-
sity hotspots. They are invaluable
natural jewels we should protect.

Observing a day as Mountain
Day provides a chance to increase
awareness about the relevance
of mountain ecosystems and call
for nature-based solutions, best
practices, and investments that

build resilience, reduce vulner-
ability, and increase the ability
of mountains to adapt to dai-
ly threats and extreme climatic
events.

The move aims to
raise awareness
about the
importance of
conserving the
ecosystem.

Mountains play an important
role in the earth’s environment
and economic process. The use of
mountains for forestry, horticul-
ture, mineral extraction, animal

husbandry, tourism, and recre-
ation is of great economic impor-
tance.

Their conservation is crucial for
achieving sustainable develop-
ment goals, as well.

They are crucial for climate reg-
ulation, water supply, soil mainte-
nance, and conservation. Howev-
er, the impacts of climate change
and unsustainable development
pose significant risks to these
ecosystems and the people who
depend on them.

Mountain biodiversity provides
basic ecosystem services such
as freshwater, timber, medici-
nal plants, and recreation for the
surrounding lowlands and their
increasingly urbanized areas, ac-
cording to the ‘Mountain Biodi-
versity and Global Change’ report
published by FAQ in 2010.

Referring to the rich biodiver-
sity and unique characteristics
of mountains in the world, the
report calls Iran a great place to
see plants you have never seen
before; according to which, more
than 100 mountain peaks can be
found in Iran, some in the Zagros
and Alborz mountains which reach
altitudes of more than 4000 m.

The Iranian mountains are situ-
ated between Anatolia/Caucasus
and the Hindu Kush; their flora
contains elements from both re-
gions. However, more than 50
percent of these species are en-
demic to Iran (they occur nowhere
else), and some are remarkable
relic species, primarily local en-
demics with a narrow ecological
range. These plants need strong
conservation and protection man-
agement, not only because they
are rare but because the ecosys-
tems where they live are fragile,
often very restricted, small, and
isolated in high-elevation areas.

These plants adapted to the
cold are particularly vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change,
and intensive grazing over large
parts of Iran’s mountains is ex-
pected to exert additional pres-
sure on them. Many of these
plants are potentially endangered
and vulnerable species, and their
threatened status should be as-
sessed according to the Interna-
tional Union for the Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) criteria.

More than 530 earthquakes occur in a month

TEHRAN - A total of 537 earthquakes have
been recorded across the country over the
past calendar month that ended on January
20, according to the seismological networks
of the Institute of Geophysics of the Univer-
sity of Tehran.

It shows a decrease of 0.2 percent, 4.7
percent, and 45.5 percent compared to last
month, the same month last year, and the
monthly average of the last ten years, re-
spectively.

Of the total quakes, 10 had a magnitude of
more than 4 on the Richter scale, the larg-
est of which occurred on January 19 with a
magnitude of 4.9, near the border of Iran and
Azerbaijan.

Statistically, 492 earthquakes with mag-
nitudes smaller than 3; 35 earthquakes with
magnitudes between 3 and 4, and 10 earth-
quakes with magnitudes between 4 and 5
have occurred in the country.

Among the provinces of the country, Ker-
man with 76, Isfahan 57, and Khorasan Razavi
with 53 earthquakes, respectively, recorded
the highest number of earthquakes in the
country.

Meanwhile, 7 earthquakes were also re-
corded in Tehran province, the largest of
which occurred in the city of Javad Abad with
a magnitude of 2.3 on the Richter scale.

Atotal of 7000 earthquakes have been re-

21m Iranians undergone

corded across the country over the past cal-
endar year, which ended on March 20.

Of the total quakes, 185 were more than 4
on the Richter scale, the largest of which oc-
curred on June 1, 2022, with a magnitude of
6.1in the southern province of Hormozgan.

Statistically, at least two earthquakes with
a magnitude of more than 5 have occurred
monthly in the country.

The northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan, the northeastern province of
Khorasan Razavi, and the southeastern prov-
ince of Kerman, registered the most earth-
quakes with 838, 813, and 740 earthquakes
respectively.

The northcentral provinces of Qazvin,
Zanjan, and Alborz recorded the least earth-
quakes with 21, 9, and 2 earthquakes respec-
tively.

The southern province of Hormozgan, the
southeastern province of Kerman, and the
northwestern province of West Azarbaijan
registered respectively the highest number
of earthquakes with a magnitude of more
than 4 on the Richter scale.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very
seismically active region of the world and
is known not only for its major catastrophic
earthquakes but also for the disasters re-
lating to natural hazards, especially earth-
quakes.

ENGLISH IN USE

hypertension control test

TEHRAN - Over 21 million Iranians have
sure test and the data have been registere
controlling hypertension, deputy health min

Some 404,000 individuals have registered their blood pressure information
on the ministry's network, Raeesi said, ISNA reported on Tuesday.

He further noted that blood pressure stations also have measured the

blood pressure of about 5.4 million people

tions have been stablished across the country.

So far, some 151 million information als
integrated health system, he also added.

He further called on the residents aging 30 or above to refer to the
stations in order to find out whether they are hypertensive, and start

early intervention.

so far undergone blood pres-
d by the national campaign for
ister Alireza Raeesi announced.

nationwide, adding 13751 sta-

o0 have been submitted on the

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the
world occur in Iran but more than 6% of the
victims of the world earthquakes during
the 20th century are reported from Iranian
earthquakes. This shows the high level of
vulnerability in Iran, according to Mehdi Zare,
a professor of engineering seismology.

Iran has entered a decade of earthquakes
since the [Iranian calendar] year 1396 (March
2017- March 2018), as the Iranian plateau is
shrinking by 30 millimeters per year, Mehdi
Zare, professor of engineering seismology
at the International Institute of Earthquake
Engineering and Seismology (IIEES), has said.

The Strait of Hormuz region in the south
of Iran has the highest seismic activity in
the region and its formation is related to the
continuation of the convergent movement
between the Arabian plate and the central
continental plate of Iran.

Tehran is also one of the most hazardous
metropolises in the world in terms of the risk
of different natural disasters, such as earth-
quakes, floods, subsidence, drought, land-
slides, fire following an earthquake, etc.

On the other hand, Tehran has a nighttime
population of over 8,300,000 with a mixture
of old non-resistant structures as well as
modern high-rise buildings that affect the
vulnerability of this city.
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Over 530 prisoners released to mark Father’s Day

TEHRAN - On the occasion of National Father’s
Day, which fell on January 25 this year, a total of
534 prisoners of unintentional crimes were freed
across the country.

In Iran, Father’s Day falls on the thirteenth day
of the lunar calendar month of Rajab, the birth-
day anniversary of Imam Ali (AS), the first Shia
[mam.

In this line, a nationwide campaign, titled ‘In
the Name of Father’, was held from January 3 to
24, during which 37 female and 497 male prison-
ers were released.

The total debt of the released prisoners was
6,665 billion rials (about $13.3 million).

On January 5, with the participation of altruists
and benevolent people, a total of 2,548 prisoners
of unintentional crimes were released from pris-
ons nationwide, ISNA reported.

In the first six months of the current Iranian
year (which began on March 21, 2023), 4224 pris-
oners of involuntary crimes were released from
prison.Of the total released prisoners, 4,032
were male and 192 were female, IRNA reported.

The debt of the released prisoners was 56
thousand billion rials (about $103 million).

Governmental contribution

In March 2023, heads of the three branches of
the government donated sums of money to help
release prisoners of unintentional crimes.

President Ebrahim Raisi, Judiciary Chief Ghol-
amhossein Mohseni-Ejei, and Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf allocated a total
of 8.6 billion rials (about $16,000) for the issue,
IRNA reported.As an annual tradition, benefac-
tors come together in a ceremony to raise funds
for releasing prisoners of unintentional crimes
during the holy month of Ramadan, according to
the Blood Money Organization.

Previously, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Leader

of the Islamic Revolution, earmarked 15 billion
rials (some $27.7) for releasing prisoners of un-
intentional crimes.

A total of 6,875 prisoners of unintention-
al crimes have been released over the past 12
months, Asadollah Joulaei, the head of the Blood
Money Organization, said on March 26, 2023,
Mehr reported.

Freeing prisoners of involuntary crimes is done
in three ways. The first way is granting prisoners
leave and the second way is providing a number
of them with loans to be paid inside the prison.

The third way of assistance is the release of
unintentional convicts by paying their debt.

The Blood Money Organization was established
in 1990. Since then, more than 160,000 prisoners
of unintentional crimes who had debts have been
freedOn March 6, 2023, Mohseni-Ejei said the
Leader had pardoned a sizable number of prisoners.

He also said that over 80,000 prisoners have
received pardons as a result of the order issued
by Ayatollah Khamenei.

The top judge stressed that thousands who
had been detained during recent disturbances in
the country were given amnesty.

He added that the number of pardon cases
could approach 90,000.

Podcast on wetlands now available

TEHRAN -On the verge of World Wetlands
Day, which is annually held on February 2, a
podcast series has been launched on introduc-
ing wetlands inside and outside the country
with the first episode allocated to Anzali Wet-
land in northern Iran.

The Ramsar Regional Center for Central and
West Asia has prepared 12 episodes of the pod-
cast which can be listened to by Castbox users.

The episodes are currently in Persian, but
they will be available in English as well before
long.

For the time being, the podcast provides
general information about the international
wetlands of Iran, and soon, it will also include
information about wetlands in West and Cen-
tral Asia.

World Wetlands Day celebration

World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year
on February 2. This year World Wetlands Day is
set to be celebrated in Mazandaran province,
Ramsar city.

The Day aims to raise global awareness about
the vital role of wetlands for people and the
planet. The theme of World Wetlands Day 2024
is Wetlands and human wellbeing.

The theme recognizes wetlands as critical to
people and nature, underscoring the intrinsic
value of wetland ecosystems and their benefits
and services, including contributions to sus-
tainable development and human wellbeing.

World Wetlands Day marks the date of the
adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on
February 2, 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar
on the shores of the Caspian Sea.

It came into force in 1975. Since then, almost
90 percent of UN member states, from all the
world’s geographic regions, have acceded to
become “Contracting Parties”.

The Convention on Wetlands is an intergov-
ernmental treaty that provides the framework
for the conservation and wise use of wetlands
and their resources.

A total of 172 countries with about 2503 in-
ternational wetlands are members of this in-
ternational convention.

Wetlands importance

Wetlands are indispensable for the countless
benefits or “ecosystem services” that they pro-
vide humanity, ranging from freshwater supply,
food and building materials, and biodiversity, to
flood control, groundwater recharge, and cli-
mate change mitigation.

Yet study after study demonstrates that
wetland area and quality continue to decline in
most regions of the world. As a result, the eco-
system services that wetlands provide to peo-
ple are compromised.

The Ramsar Convention uses a broad defini-
tion of wetlands. This includes all lakes and riv-
ers, underground aquifers, swamps and marsh-
es, wet grasslands, peatlands, oases, estuaries,
deltas, tidal flats, mangroves, and other coastal
areas, coral reefs, and all human-made sites
such as fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and
salt pans.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecological value
with an area of over 3 million hectares have
been identified, of which 25 wetlands are desig-
nated as wetlands of international importance
(registered in the Ramsar Convention) covering
more than 1.4 million hectares and four sites
are biosphere reserves.

The Department of Environment determined
water rights for 11 wetlands out of 25 wetlands
that are registered in the Ramsar Convention,
but the conditions of the wetlands show that
the water rights have not been fully met.

Due to insufficient rainfall and recent
droughts, as well as non-implementation of
some of the programs of the Department of
Environment to protect wetlands, now about
two million hectares out of the three million
hectares area of the country’s wetlands are dry
and turned into sand and dust spots.

An official with the Department of Environ-
ment has said comprehensive management
plans have been prepared for 44 wetlands in
the country.

The unique characteristics of wetlands, in-
cluding groundwater control, climate change
adaptation, the livelihood of local communities
through fishing, livestock grazing and agricul-
ture, natural water purification, purification
and absorption of pollutants, and nature tour-
ism have made sustainable management and
protection of wetlands essential for humans,
ISNA quoted Jaleh Amini as saying.

Environmental management based on a
comprehensive approach is a strategy for the
integrated management of land, water, and
livelihood resources that promotes conserva-
tion and sustainable use in a balanced manner.

This approach is the primary framework for
action under the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity. The indigenous approach puts people and
their type of exploitation of natural resources
exactly at the center of decision-making.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Patience is two in kind: one against what you dislike, and the other
before what you like and seems beautiful.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:17

Evening: 17:46  Dawn: 5:41 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:07 (tomorrow)

Fajr Music Festival to make international
comeback after 10-year break

/. ' w4 P

Frome Page 1 » The research section holds
significant relevance and serves as an academic
platform. Apart from conventional discussions,
this year’s edition will evaluate Master’s theses
in music, interdisciplinary Master’s theses with
a musical focus, and interdisciplinary theses as
doctoral dissertations. Winners in each category
will receive first, second, and third prizes.

Moreover, despite the absence of a music
doctoral program in Iran, the festival will still
assess doctoral dissertations. These dissertations
encompass diverse research fields, such as
cultural management, sociology, art, art research,
philosophy and music, music industry, music and
medicine, and more. The top three individuals in
this section will also be honored. Notably, all first-
place theses will be considered for publication.

Another captivating segment in this edition will
be the screening of concerts by acclaimed music
maestros from previous years. The women's section
will receive particular emphasis, and the segment
dedicated to honoring and commemorating music
veterans will be more prominent than ever.

Approximately 20 performances will showcase
Iranian pop music, while children and adolescents,
including talents from music schools nationwide
and solo performers in various branches, will
participate in approximately 21 performances.
Girls’ and boys’ schools in Isfahan and Qazvin will
offer their notable performances, and women will
take the stage for five performances.

The international section will feature
approximately 10 performances, and various
classical and fusion ensembles from different
regions will deliver approximately 70 performances.
The Symphony Orchestra and National Orchestra
will have two performances, and there will be five
outdoor anthem performances.

The definitive schedule of performances and
the list of participating groups in the festival will
be announced in the coming week.

In the previous edition of the festival, about 90
performances were held at seven halls, including
Vahdat and Rudaki in Tehran during the festival.

Bands from Portugal, Russia, Hungary, India,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Armenia and Serbia were
also invited to perform.

A dozen pop bands, five orchestras, 28 folk
music groups, 14 traditional music ensembles and
11 anthem bands gave performances at the event.

A jury comprising Behzad Abdi, Majid Akhshabi,
Hadi Azarm, Homayun Rahimian, Hushang Javid,
Reza Mahdavi, Anton Tenetov and Olga Khomova
selected the winners.

“How Weird!” appears in Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN- “How Weird!” by Dutch award-winning
author and illustrator Mark Janssen has recently
been published in Persian.

Translated by Sahar Tarhandeh, the book has been
published by Fatemi Publications in Tehran.

In “How Weird”, Mark Janssen invites young
readers into a world where animals discover mirrors
for the first time. This silly board book takes children
on a delightful journey, exploring the concepts of
symmetry, identity, and the fascinating animal
kingdom.The story begins innocently enough, with
something peculiar lying on the floor. Curiosity
piques, and the animals pick it up, unknowingly
setting in motion a series of hilariously weird events.

With each tum of the page, the situation gets even
more absurd, until the climax where everything
reaches a wonderfully bizarre crescendo. It's a wild
ride that is sure to captivate young readers and keep
them eagerly flipping through the pages.

One of the highlights of “How Weird!” is Janssen's
ability to capture the essence of each animal through
his vibrant and playful illustrations. His use of bold
colors and whimsical details breathes life into the
characters, making them inresistibly charming. From
the curious facial expressions of the animals to
the imaginative scenarios they find themselves in,
Janssen’s illustrations are a visual feast that will have
children laughing and pointing out the quirky details.

Cartoon of Day

Gaza
Cartoonist: Mohammad Sabaaneh from Palestine

19th Tehran Auction realizes
close to $5 million

TEHRAN-Atotal of 82 artworks
realized over 240 billion rials
($4.8 million) in sales at the 19th
edition of the Tehran Auction that
focused on classic and modern
[ranian art.

Held on January 26 at Parsian
Azadi Hotel in Tehran, the auction
offered 89 works from 69 artists,
including 82 paintings and 7
sculptures, of which 82 items,
over 90 percent of the total lots,
were sold, ILNA reported on
Saturday.

At the event, where veteran
actor Reza Kianian served as the
auctioneer, the 82 sold artworks
pulled in 2417200 billion
rials ($4,834,400). Four items
grossed over 100 billion rials
(5200,000) each and 53 more
works went under the hammer
at over 10 billion rials ($20,000).

Sohrab  Sepehri’s  untitled
painting from the “Tree Trunks”
series led the auction, selling
for 204 billion rials (§408,000).
The hammer price for the oil on
canvas work was in line with
expectations as it was estimated
between 200 billion rials
($400,000) and 220 billion rials
($440,000).

The second most expensive
work was a calligraphy painting
by Hossein Zenderoudi titled
“Who’s Watching?” painted in

1974, which was sold for 142

billion rials ($284,000).

Another untitled painting by
Sepehri was also among the
top three works of the auction,
selling for 140 billion rials
($280,000).

The fourth highest auction
price, 132 billion rials (§264,000),
belonged to a gouache on
cardboard painting by Aydin
Aghdashloo titled “Mors and
Vita” from the “Memories of

Destruction” series painted in
2009.

This round of the auction
offered artworks by classic
and modern artists including
Hossein Qollar-Aghasi,
Mahmoud Farshchian, Mahmoud
Zangeneh, Sadegh Tabrizi, Parviz
Tanavoli, Monir  (Shahroudy)
Farmanfarmaian, Faramarz
Pilaram, Masoud Arabshahi, and
Mohammad Ehsai among many
other notable figures.

The first of its kind in Iran,
Tehran Auction was launched
in 2012 as an independent and
private initiative to introduce
the best in Iranian art, ranging
from established and emerging
Iranian artists to art collectors
and the global audience.

It is aimed at addressing the
increasing interest in modern
and contemporary Iranian art
and facilitating the acquisition of
quality works in reliable ways.

Well-known Kazakh painter’s artworks at Tehran exhibition

TEHRAN-Zarna Gallery in Tehran launched
an exhibition of paintings by the famous
Kazakh artist Alpysbay Kazgulov on Friday.

The exhibition is organized by the cultural
attacheé office of the Embassy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan in Tehran, Mehr reported on
Friday.

Kazgulov, 65, graduated from the school
of the graphic arts of the Abai Kazakh
National Pedagogical University. He has
created numerous paintings, most of which
are scattered across galleries and private
collections in Asia, Europe, and America.

He has held several individual exhibitions
and participated in group exhibitions in
Russia, Great Britain, Japan, Turkey, the
Netherlands, and Belgium.

He is an honorary member of the Union
of Artists of Kazakhstan since 2001 and has
been awarded the prestigious European
Union of Arts Prize.

Kazygulov is a patriot of his homeland and
people because the life of ancestors became
the leitmotif of his creative activity.

His pictures are filled with the same
content as their creator. The nomadic
lifestyle of the Kazakh people in the works of
the author is so detailed and symbolic that
the admiration takes place in the soul and
mind. The joyful play of colors and shades
personify the path of the nomadic people
from darkness to eternal light. The author
describes his creations as a necessity of
striving for movement.

In the canvases of Kazygulov, reality and
a fantastic tale of the Kazakh steppe are
intertwined. The images of the girls are

exquisitely conveyed, the nomad’s fighting
spirit is vividly displayed. A charming palette
of colors awakens a stream of thoughts and
feelings in the mind of the viewers.

Kazygulov remains surprisingly intelligent,
disinterested, kind and humane, while his
unimaginably beautiful and filigree work has
been breathing for decades.

The use of color in Kazgulov's works is
never a mere supplement to a painting but an
expressive medium on its own merits. Each
brushstroke distances the depicted scene
from reality, yet ultimately, becomes its most
truthful representation.

In addition to showing the artworks by
the Kazakh painter, the exhibition seeks
to introduce the culture of Kazakhstan
through various programs such as showing a
historical Kazakh film, playing Kazakh songs,
and a workshop to instruct the alphabet of
the Kazakh language.

The exhibition of Kazgulov’s paintings will
continue until January 31 at Zarna Gallery,
located at No. 10, Osku St, Enghelab St.

Arasbaran Cultural Center to show Spain’s

representative at 96th Academy Awards

TEHRAN-Spain’s  representative
at the 96th Academy Awards in
the Best International Feature Film
category “Society of the Snow” will
be shown at Arasharan Cultural
Center in Tehran on Sunday.

A 2023 production of Spain,
Chile, Uruguay, and the US., the
film has been directed by J. A
Bayona, based on a book of the
same name written by Pablo Vierci,
which documents the accounts of
the 16 survivors of the Uruguayan
1972 Andes flight disaster,

many of whom Vierci knew from
childhood. The cast is composed of
Uruguayan and Argentine actors,
most of whom are newcomers.

After the film screening at
6 p.m. a review session will be
held in the presence of film critic
Kourosh Jahed at the center
amphitheater, ILNA reported.

The survival thriller film is
centered around the flight of a
rugby team, which crashes on
a glacier in the Andes. The few
passengers who survive the crash

find themselves in one of the
world’s toughest environments to
survive.

In 1972, the Uruguayan Air
Force flight 571, chartered to
transport a rughy team to Chile,
experiences an  unexpected
incident and crashes into a glacier
in the heart of the Andes. Of the
45 passengers on board, only
16 manage to survive. Trapped
in one of the most inaccessible
and hostile environments on the
planet, they are forced to resort to

every means possible to stay alive.
Their survival will depend on the
decisions they make in the midst
of this desperate situation.

Having been received well by
the critics, the film has also been
nominated for the Best Makeup
and Hairstyling at this year’s
Oscar.

This is the 605th movie set to
be shown at the movie club of the
Arasbaran Cultural Center, located
on Jolfa Street, northwest of
Seyed-Khandan Bridge.

Protesters demand reinstatement of Palestinian artist’s
exhibition at Indiana University

Protestors at Indiana University’s
campus and the Eskenazi
Museum of Art are demanding the
reinstatement of Palestinian artist
Samia Halaby and recognition of
Palestinian suffering,

A group of community members
and students responded to a call
from organizer Reed Hepbumn
Friday. Hepbumn, an alum and
current employee, said the protest
was prompted by the cancelation
of Palestinian artist Samia Halaby’s
exhibition. The protests mostly
targeted President Pamela Whitten.

Protesters began their
demonstration at the Eskenazi

Museum of Art, then worked their
way through campus to Bryan Hall.
Protesters carried signs saying
“Shame on IU for canceling Halaby”
and “Your censorship will not go
unnoticed” Indiana Public Media
reported.

As they walked through campus,
they could be heard chanting
“Shame on Whitten” and “Art
not bombs” The “Samia Halaby:
Centers of Energy” exhibition was
canceled Dec. 20 after three years
of preparation due to security
concerns by campus officials and
academic leaders. The exhibition
was set to open in February at the
Eskenazi Museum of Art as the first

American retrospective of Halaby’s
work. Halaby is regarded as a
pioneer in 20th-century abstract
art and one of Palestine’s most
acclaimed artists. Born in Palestine,
she’s a life-long activist for the
region’s people and freedom.

In addition to Halaby's studio,
MFA students and free speech
organizations including the ACLU
and the National Coalition Against
Censorship have called for the
reinstatement of the exhibition
and condemned IU. About 15,000
people have signed a petition for the
reinstatement of Halaby's exhibition
as well. IU associate professor and
Palestinian Solidarity Committee

advisor Abdulkader Sinno was
suspended in December, days
after Halaby's exhibition was
canceled. Faculty called out the IU
administration for bypassing the
university policy of a hearing among
his peers to punish the professor.

“Any voices supporting
Palestinian rights have been
silenced, as we saw with the
suspension of the professor
organizer Reed Hepburn said.
“Clearly, President Witten is sort of
atthebehest of the state legislature,
which is conflating any support for
Palestine with antisemitism, which
is just flagrantly wrong and racist”
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