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By cutting funds to UNRWA, Western countries, including

By Shahrokh Saei
TEHRAN-Israel presses ahead
with its war of genocide, massacre
and ethnic cleansing in the Gaza

Strip as the death toll from its on-
slaught against the besieged Pal-
estinian territory keeps mounting.

More than 27000 Palestinians
have been killed in Gaza and tens
of thousands of others have been
wounded since Israel launched its
brutal attacks on the strip on Oc-
tober 7.

Over the past weeks, Israel has
focused its military offensive on
Khan Younis. It claims that the city
is the stronghold of the Palestinian
resistance movement Hamas. The
regime says it has killed 2,000 Ha-
mas members in Khan Younis and

destroyed a number of important
tunnels used by the resistance
group’s underground network.

However, facts and figures sug-
gest that civilians have fallen vic-
tim to Israel’s frequent assaults in
the city.

According to the United Nations,
the two remaining hospitals in
Khan Younis, al-Amal and Nasser,
have been destroyed. Both facili-
ties have been repeatedly shelled
by the Israeli army.

On Thursday, the Palestinian
Red Cross Society said Israeli forc-
es had besieged Al-Amal for 11

days. It added that there had been
repeated raids into the courtyards
of the hospital, the association’s
headquarters, and direct fire on
the buildings. The organization
said these raids threatened the
lives of the staff and the displaced.

The Palestinian Health Minis-
try also announced that 30,000
people are stranded without food,
water, or baby formula in the area
around Nasser Hospital.

Hkkkkokk |gnor|ng ICJ rul|ng

Such reprehensible measures
indicate that Israel is turning a
blind eye to the recent ruling by

the U.S, Britain and Germany, are seeking to divert
attention from the ICJ’s ruling against Israel.

targeted residential areas, UN sites,
hospitals and medical facilities in
the Gaza Strip over the past four
months. According to international

the United Nations’' top court,
which ordered the regime to take
all measures within its power to
prevent acts of genocide against
the Palestinian people.

The International Court of Jus-
tice’s judgment was issued in re-
sponse to a full case submitted
by South Africa which accused the
regime of genocide against the
Palestinians.

The number of deaths in Gaza
has grown by more than 1,000
since the Hague-based ICJ issued
its ruling.

The regime’s army has repeatedly

law, hospitals and health centers
are considered protected spaces,
and attacking them amounts to a
war crime.

Israel which has enjoyed dec-
ades of impunity for its atrocious
crimes against the Palestinians,
has not only demonstrated blatant
disregard for international law but
also for the ICJ's verdict.

Israeli war minister Yoav Gal-
lant on Thursday announced the
expansion of the onslaught from
Khan Younis to the southern city of
Rafah, an area once described as a
“safe zone”. » Page 5

Iran president warns
against bullying,
pledges strong
response

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has issued a warning against bullying tac-
tics on the international stage, stating that
Iran would respond firmly to any such ag-
gression.

During a Friday visit to the Islamic Revo-
lution Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy fair, Iran’s
president cautioned against aggressive be-
havior, emphasizing the country’s readiness
to deliver a decisive response if necessary.

Ebrahim Raisi described the advance-
ments as “eye-catching” and a testament to
Iran’s “we can” mindset.

President Raisi asserted that these ad-
vancements have served as a deterrence
against Iran’s enemies, leaving them “ una-
ble to act” against the nation.

He framed the fair as a message of both
self-assurance for Iranians and a warning
to adversaries: “We can” for the Iranian peo-
ple, “you will never can” for our foes.

The president toured various sections of
the fair, including those showcasing knowl-
edge-based industries, and engaged in discus-
sions with local designers and experts.» Page 3

Deep dive into Tehran
Times archive

The Tehran Times, which began publish-
ing in 1979, was founded during the early
years of Iran’s quest for independence. The
English-language daily newspaper has been
regarded by Mohammad Beheshti, one of the
most influential and renowned figures of the
Islamic Republic, as the “voice of the Islam-
ic Revolution”. Such a label, made the staff
at the Tehran Times feel an even bigger re-
sponsibility to accurately and effectively re-
port the daily occurrences in the country and
become a helping hand in the consolidation
and entrenchment of the new people-led
governance. For that, the paper needed to
follow the events with a keen eye and try
to draw attention to issues that were es-
sential to be addressed. That's why with the
approaching of the 10-day Fajr occasion, the
period from February 1st (Bahman 12th) to
February 11th (Bahman 22nd) of 1977 during
which Imam Khomeini returned to Iran after
15 years of exile, we have decided to take a
look at how the Tehran Times commemorat-
ed the historic period in February of 1980.
Such an act would help us understand where
we stand today, and give us a clearer vision
of the hardships Iranians had to endure to be
able to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the
victory of the Islamic Revolution today. Feb-
ruary 1st in the year 1980 was a Friday. The
Tehran Times'’s covering of the Fajr decade
began a day later, on Saturday.

Saturday, February 2,1980
Worried Iranians pray for Imam’s health

Less than a year after the establishment
of the Islamic republic, people found them-
selves worried about the future of » Page 2

Resistance leaders
update Iran on Gaza

ceasefire proposal

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Iran’s
Foreign Minister, has discussed a fresh ceasefire
plan in Gaza with leaders of the Hamas and Islamic
Jihad resistance groups, emphasizing that the
Palestinian people alone should determine their
own destiny.

Ismail Haniyeh, the political head of Hamas, was
anticipated in Cairo on Thursday to discuss the
planned truce in Gaza, which he has stated should
put a stop to Israel’s military assault of the region
and ensure the complete withdrawal of Israeli
troops.

Haniyeh presented a report on the
“indescribable resistance and resilience of the
Palestinian nation and resistance groups in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, as well as the
political plans and initiatives proposed to stop
the crimes of the Zionist regime and exchange
prisoners” during his phone conversations with
Amir Abdollahian on Thursday night. » Page 2

@ Tehran Times/ Bahman Vakhshour

IHIT showcasing
technological capabilities

TEHRAN - Iran House of Innovation and
Technology (iHiT) was established two years
ago with the aim of showcasing the country’s
capabilities in the field of technology.

It runs under the management of
the Center of International Science and
Technology Cooperation (CISTC), a subsidiary
of the Vice Presidency for Science and
Technoloagy.

This center was set up to serve as
a foundation for increasing scientific,
technological and innovation communications
with other countries, as well as securing a
significant share of the regional and global
trade of knowledge-based products.

Due to its cross-sector role, the Center
of International Science and Technology
Cooperation is responsible for managing the
macro-coordination of technological activities,
innovation in organizations and institutions
linked to foreign countries, » Page 7

Iran launches 15bn

nuclear plant project

TEHRAN - Iran has begun to build a new
nuclear power plant in the southemn coastal
province of Hormozgan with an investment
of $15 billion, according to the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEQI).

During a visit to Hormozgan province,
Mohammad Eslami, at the behest of
President Ebrahim Raeisi, announced the
commencement of construction of the new
nuclear plant in Hormozgan.

The president launched the project via a
video call. He emphasized the significance
of the power plant as a vital infrastructure
for the country’s economy and development,
praising the efforts of skilled Iranian experts
and expressing hope that the project would
bring prosperity to the Iranian people.

Eslami highlighted that the project called
“Iran-Hormoz”, is part of the country’s
national plans to develop its nuclear industry
over the next two decades. » Page 2
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Iran’s response to possible threats:

decisive and urgent

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, the Iran newspaper discussed the
anti-Iranian statements of the American officials
and wrote: The death of three American soldiers
has brought the developments in the Middle East
to a new stage. An event that the United States
initially turned into a cause to accuse Iran of
supporting the offensive groups, and then made
some American senators and media speak of a
reaction against Iran.

Despite the fact that Iragi Islamic resistance
groups claimed responsibility for this attack, in
response to this attack, Biden directly pointed out
the name of Iran as a supporter of the resistance
groups and spoke about his country’s retaliatory
action against the resistance positions. This was
while some American security officials stated that
Washington has not yet received information that
would show that Tehran was directly involved in
this attack. While rejecting the accusations, Iran
has emphasized that any military action that
endangers its national and regional interests will
be faced with a harsh response.

Javan: The role of the Islamic revolution in the
decline of America

In an article, Javan newspaper discussed the
decline of America’s power and said: America’s
decline intensified precisely when, by formulating
America’s strategy in the 21st century, the
Americans talked about the “New World Order”,
“Unipolar System”, “New Middle East”, “American
Dream”, “Creating a Global Village with America’s
governance” and all other kinds of conspiracies as
well as the creation of ISIS.

They followed the path of the collapse of Iran,
but their hard and disgraceful failure in forming
a new Middle East turned the dream of the
American century into a nightmare. In addition to
this nightmare, right now, in its strategic depth,
Iran is talking about the necessity of the forced
and immediate withdrawal of Americans from the
West Asia region.

The existing order in the world is going through
its period of decline and the formation of a new
world order requires a valid and comprehensive
discourse, and this is the Islamic Republic of Iran,
which has a strong, credible, comprehensive, and
global discourse under the title “ the advocacy
of justice and resistance discourse against the
system of domination” in order to confront the
existing oppressive system.

Hamshahri: America does not have the ability
to attackIran

In an analysis, Hamshahri discussed America’s
position in the Middle East and wrote: The events
in the region sent a bhig message to America that
the world after the Al-Agsa stormiis different from
the previous world, and certainly, in such an order,
expressions such as hegemon and superpower
are worthless. In such a situation, the Republicans
tried to force Biden to give a strong and direct
answer against Iran. But as said, the new order
is not such that the United States of America, as
the world superpower, can repeat what it did in
Irag, Afghanistan, and Vietnam. The conditions of
the United States in the Middle East, the position
of Iran and the major challenges of direct conflict
with it, the competition with China and Russia,
and the upcoming elections in the United States
are other things that will rule out the occurrence
of such a thing on a large scale. Now the Biden
administration also admits that they should not
declare war against Iran or any of the countries in
the region. They should not repeat the experience
of failure in Irag and Afghanistan. They seek to
avoid emotional decisions and not to create a new
and big challenge for themselves.

Arman-e-Melli: Iran is an important place in
the American elections

In a commentary, Arman-e-Melli discussed the
holding of the American elections this year and said:
John Bolton told the Republicans not to neglect
Iran because this country will play an effective role
in determining the fate of the US. elections. Even
if the radical John Bolton did not give this advice to
the Republicans, the candidates of the party would
consider Iran as one of the important issues in the
upcoming elections. Along with his rivals, Biden is
preparing for the presidential election. Biden had
promised to return to the nuclear deal with Iran if
he won the election. Not only Biden did not retumn
to the JCPOA in his four years as president, but he
continued the sanctions against Iran during the
Trump era. Biden is accused by Republicans of not
pressuring Iran as he should. During his presidency,
Biden followed Trump's policies regarding Iran. Of
course, like Trump, he has not revealed his enmity
with Tehran and has repeatedly stated that he does
not want a conflict with Iran, but at the same time,
he has not taken any effective steps to improve the
situation in relations with our country.

Mossad’s downfall spells end for Israel: MP

TEHRAN- Esmaeil Kowsari, an Iranian
parliament member, has stated that with the
Mossad’s consecutive failures including the
recent identification of its spies in 28 countries,
the Israeli regime’s demolition could be imminent.

The Iranian lawmaker highlighted, “These
elements, through those who have been
apprehended, identify themselves to security
forces. This method enables Iran to dismantle
their network both within the region and in many
other countries through such operations.”

“The claim that the Zionist regime is in decline
and falling is precisely because they did not adhere
to the false narrative they had created for the world.
Everyone witnessed their failure,” the MP noted.

The official stressed that Iran has never sought
to portray itself as greater than it is or showcase
itself to the world through intimidation and fear.
“The intelligence capabilities of Iran are based on a
reality that becomes evident in operations carried
out by Iranian intelligence forces,” he said.

He concluded these successive intelligence
failures would lead to the Mossad’s complete
collapse and eventually wipe out the Zionist regime.

On Friday moming Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence
declared it had identified a significant number of
spies affiliated with the Mossad in 28 countries based
in the three continents Asia, Africa, and Europe. The
announcement also explained that Iran has reached
some sensitive information about hidden Israeli
military infrastructures and weaponry factories.

IRGC military advisor martyred in
Israeli attack in southern Damascus

TEHRAN - Tragedy struck on Friday as an Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) military advisor,
identified as Saed Alidadi, lost his life in a targeted
attack by the Israeli Army in southern Damascus.

According to sources in Syria, Israeli fighter
jets launched an assault on multiple positions
in southern Syria from the Golan Heights. In
response, the Syrian air defense successfully
intercepted and shot down several Israeli missiles.

On January 20, five IRGC's military advisors
were assassinated in Israeli strike on Syria.

Following the strike, the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) announced that five of its
members, who were serving as military advisors
in Syria, were martyred in an Israeli air raid in the
capital, Damascus, on Saturday.

The IRGC said in a statement on Saturday that

the advisors were martyred along with a number
of Syrian forces in the Zionist regime’s attack in the
West of Damascus.The IRGC statement identified the
people martyred as Hojjatollah Omidvar, Ali Aghazadeh,
Hossein Mohammadi, Saeed Karimi and Mohammad
Amin Samadi, without sharing their ranks.

The aggression targeted a three-storey
residential  building in the city's Mezza
neighborhood, home to several diplomatic
missions including the Iranian embassy.

Iran maintains an advisory mission in the war-
ravaged country at the request of Damascus,
helping it in the face of foreign-backed terrorism.
Several members of the IRGC have so far been
martyred in the battle against terrorists in Syria.

Israel has been a key supporter of the terrorist

groups during the war and has frequently targeted
military positions inside Syria.

' Resistance leaders update Iran on

Gaza ceasefire proposal

Frome Page 1 » He went on
to say that “resistance groups,
while maintaining their unity
and cohesion, will consider the
proposed initiatives only if they
fulfill the highest interests of the
Palestinian nation.”

During discussions in Paris on
Sunday, Egypt, Qatar, the United
States, and Israel reached an
agreement on a framework for a
truce. Due to the location of the
meetings, Hamas representatives
were unable to attend.

Amir Abdollahian discussed his
recent contacts and discussions
with officials from various nations
and international organizations,
stating that “the immediate
cessation of the Zionist regime’s
crimes against the homeless
people of Gaza” is critical to
restoring regional security and
peace.

The foreign minister also
commended “the heroic
resistance of the Palestinian
people in the last four months.”

“Only the Palestinian people,
as the main owners of this land,
have the right to decide on their
fate and future, and no party can
impose their will and political
plans on them,” he continued.

Amir Abdollahian also spoke
with Islamic Jihad leader Ziyad

Nakhala, = emphasizing  the
importance of  Palestinian,
regional, and international

measures to quickly cease Israeli
atrocities, offer humanitarian
help to the Palestinian people,
and fight forced displacement of
Palestinians.

He went on to say that the
“resistance of the Palestinian
nation in the past four months,
despite the widespread crimes of
the Zionist regime, is a source of
pride for the entire Islamic world,
freedom seekers of the world and

humanity”

Nakhala thanked Iran’s
leadership, president,
government, and people for

their assistance in the cause of

“The Palestinian people and
the resistance will definitely win
the current battle, and the Zionist
occupiers will have no choice but
to submit to the steely will of the
Palestinian people,” he stressed.

“Only way to end regional
crisis is for Israel to stop
atrocities in Gaza”

In a telephone conversation
with High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy Josep
Borrell on Thursday night, Amir
Abdollahian emphasized that
putting an end to Israel's war
crimes and genocide against the
Palestinian people is a crucial
first step in ending the crisis
throughout the region.

Hewentontoadd, “Any coalition
and escalatory measures similar
to what the US. and the UK did
by attacking Yemen will not only
fail to help restore stability to the
region but will also lead to a more
complicated situation.”

“Iran advises all parties to
take immediate, effective, and
sustainable measures, focusing
on the main roots of the crisis,
because the root of the crisis lies
in the occupation”

Amir  Abdollahian thanked
Borrell for his constructive
involvement and emphasized the
need of maintaining a dialogue-
based approach to crisis
resolution.

He also underscored the solid

channel between the European
Union and the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Borrell, for his part, expressed
alarm over escalating tensions in
the Red Sea and stressed Iran’s
role in restoring regional security.

He commented on the European
Union’s plan to join a marine
alliance to supposedly safeguard
commercial boats in the Red Sea,
adding that the coalition has no
intention of targeting any third
country.

The parties also urged for
various levels of communication
between Iran and the European
Union and emphasized the value
of dialogue in promoting regional
and global stability.

In a post published in
Persian on X on Thursday, Amir
Abdollahian stated that “the
latest proposals to end the Zionist
regime’s genocide in Gaza, deliver
extensive aid to this area and
prevent the forced displacement
of people in Gaza and the West
Bank were discussed.”

He went on to say that the
Palestinian people and the
resistance are unwavering in
their determination to get their
rights, despite the high number of
casualties, injuries, and damage
in Gaza.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
always says that war is not the
solution,” he noted.

After the Hamas resistance

historic operation against the
occupying regime on October
7, Israel retaliated in Gaza by
intensifying its atrocities against
the Palestinian people.

“Solution to regional issues is
not war”

In another phone call with his
Egyptian counterpart Sameh
Shoukry on Thursday, Amir
Abdollahian asserted that war is
not the answer to the challenges
facing the region amid the
widening scope of tensions
throughout the region.

He added, “Iran is not after
expansion of the war, since we
do not consider warfare to be the
solution to the region’s growing
crises.”

Amir Abdollahian believed that
the lIsraeli regime’s prolonged
genocidal campaign against the
Gaza Strip, as well as Tel Aviv's
persistent crimes and occupation
of regional lands, are to blame for
the region’s crisis.

“All  countries should focus
on immediate cessation of war
and atrocities against Gaza,
and implementation of political
solution towards resolution of
crisis in Gaza and the occupied
West Bank,” Abdollahian averred.

The Iranian official thanked
Cairo for its attempts to provide
humanitarian supplies to Gaza’s
citizens.

Amir Abdollahian expressed
Iran’s willingness to work with
the Egyptian administration
and the UN to deliver essential
humanitarian supplies to the
oppressed Palestinian people.

The top officials emphasized
the importance of making
diplomatic efforts to oppose
Zionist projects that aim to
forcibly relocate Palestinians to
Egypt and Jordan in a serious
and effective manner.

They also highlighted how
critical it is for the nations in
the region to work together to

liberating Palestine and al-Quds.

and positive

communication  group

in Gaza conducted a

preserve peace and stability
throughout the region.

Deep dive into Tehran Times archive

Frome Page 1 » their national movement,
as they found out that the central figure
of the revolution, the one who had guided
the entire nation towards their new-found
freedom, had become bedridden.

“Men and women wept Yesterday when they
passed by the hospital where the revolutionary
leader has been under observation with heart
trouble for a week now. Iranians, men, women,
young, and old marched through Tehran’s
streets...the marchers paused in silence in front
of the hospital and prayed for the health of the
Imam,” the Tehran Times wrote at the time.
Luckily for the demonstrators, the esteemed
leader ended up regaining his health, and

proceeded to successfully guide the country
through different challenges for the next ten
years.

Anti-Iran Kurdish groups double down on
violence

The edition published on February 2nd
of the year 1980 touched on an extremely
worrisome issue that continues to grapple
Iran to this day. Anti-Iran Kurdish groups,
who had grown a strong bond with the Israeli
regime even before the Islamic Revolution,
had attacked new towns in Iran’s Kurdistan
region, killing innocent civilians as well as
border guards and other soldiers.

The Tehran Times reported: “At least
3 soldiers were reported killed and
another 20 wounded in the clashes... Anti-
revolutionaries have destroyed the bridge
connecting Paveh with Kermanshah in a bid
to prevent the supply of troops and artillery
to the town of Paveh”.

Iran managed to contain terrorist groups
inside Iran’s Kurdistan province by either
liquidating their members or causing them to
flee to Irag. The country’s security, however, is
still under threat from the anti-Iran factions
who have grown even closer to Israel and
essentially become Mossad agents.

Iran says U.S. threat to reinstate oil sanctions on
Venezuela violates intl. la

TEHRAN- Iran asserts that the US. threat
to re-impose sanctions on Venezuela’s oil
industry is illegal under international law and
the UN Charter.

Nasser Kanaani, the spokesperson for
the Iranian Foreign Ministry, denounced
on Thursday the US!s instrumental use of
sanctions as a weapon to meddle in the
internal affairs of other nations.

“Resorting to such measures is tantamount
to direct intervention in the internal affairs of
countries and a violation of the United Nations
Charter” he added.

The Iranian spokesperson issued a warning,
stating that such actions would only serve
to fortify independent nations’ resolve and
collaboration in  opposing  interventionist

measures.

Days after the top court in that South
American nation upheld the disqualification of
an opposition presidential candidate, the U.S.
vowed on Monday to re-impose sanctions on
Venezuela’s oil industry.

U.S. corporations who do business with
Venezuela’s state-owned mining company
Minerven have until February 13 to finish
a “winddown of transactions” with the
company, according to a statement
released by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control.

The administration of US. President Joe
Biden responded to an agreement made by
the government and opposition groups for the
2024 elections by largely easing sanctions on

(.

Venezuela’s oil industry.

The opposition leader Maria Corina Machado
was banned for 15 years on Friday by the
Venezuelan Supreme Court, which also ruled that
her potential replacement, two-time presidential
candidate Henrique Capriles, was ineligible.

Iran launches 15bn nuclear plant project
The plant is designed to produce 5,000 MW of electricity

Frome Page 1 » The Iran-Hormoz Plant is
designed to have an electricity generation
capacity of 5000 MW and will consist
of four 1,250-MW units, aligning with
the implementation of the Makran coast

development plan.

“By the year 2041, we should reach the
generation capacity of 20,000 megawatts
of nuclear electricity in the country, and
the realization of this goal has been taken

into consideration in the Makran coast of
Hormozgan Province,” Iran’s nuclear chief said.

“It is hoped that it will be completed as
planned and coordinated, and based on
scheduled timing”



Iran intelligence ministry exposes Israel’s spies in 28 countries

Downfall of Mossad spying network

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - The Iranian Ministry
of Intelligence has declared the
successful identification of a
substantial number of Mossad
spies linked to the Zionist regime,
operating across 28 countries
globally.

In a statement released on the
verge of the 45th anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution’s
victory, the ministry highlighted
the execution of an extensive
combined intelligence  and
counterintelligence  operation
against the espionage and
security apparatus of the
occupying regime of Israel.
These operations vyielded an
unprecedented  collection of
information, including sensitive
details about critical military
installations and  strategic
industries under the control of
the Zionist regime.

The statement further detailed
the ministry’s identification
of specific spies within Tehran
and various provinces of Iran,
subjecting them to legal action or
security surveillance. Decisions
regarding spies residing abroad
will depend on their individual
situations  and  diplomatic
relations between the ministry

and relevant intelligence
agencies.

The exposé of Mossad’s
extensive  spying apparatus
comes amid the growing
struggle of Israel on the

international stage, marking a
significant victory for Iran and
sending shockwaves through
the intelligence services of the
Zionist regime.

This strategic achievement by
Iran is part of a series of recent
setbacks for the Israeli regime,
reflecting a pattern of failures in
Mossad’s covert operations. The
dismantling of Mossad’s global
network comes on the heels of
other intelligence mishaps.

In Turkiye, only during last
month, 34 people were detained
on suspicion of spying for
Israel. Furthermore, the Turkish
police in a joint operation with
Turkey’s National Intelligence
Organization arrested seven
people on Friday on suspicion
of selling information to the
Mossad.

This revelation further exposes
the vulnerabilities of Mossad,
highlighting its inability to
operate undetected in the face of
Iran’s vigilant counterintelligence
measures.

Iran’s dismantling of
Mossad’s global  network
echoes a historical achievement,
reminiscent of 2011 when the
nation successfully neutralized
a US. Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) global network. The

T
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network was controlled by the
CIA through US. embassies in
the United Arab Emirates, Turkey
and Malaysia, according to the
Iranian state media. This parallel
underscores Iran’s  prowess
as a formidable intelligence
force, capable of dismantling
the espionage apparatus of two
of the world’s most prominent
intelligence agencies.

The exposure of Mossad’s
operations is celebrated as a
significant milestone in Iran’s
ongoing  struggle  against
Israel's intrusive intelligence
activities. As Iran asserts its
dominance in uncovering and
neutralizing Mossad’s agents,
the Israeli regime grapples
with the consequences of a
weakened intelligence network
and an increasingly challenging
geopolitical landscape.

As the echoes of the al-Agsa
Storm  operation  continue
to reverberate, a series of
unfavorable consequences
unfold for Israel. Despite
the violence unleashed on
Palestinians, Israel struggles
to achieve its political goals,

puncturing myths of Israeli
invincibility and its citizens’
expectation of tranquility even
as the regime chokes the life out
of Palestinians.

This grand operation,
undertaken by Resistance
groups in Palestine on October
7, has evolved into a multi-
faceted challenge for the
Israeli regime— an “irreparable
defeat” inthewords of Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei. The
continuation of Israeli attacks
has resulted in the killing of
at least 27131 Palestinians
in Gaza, with another 66,287
being wounded, as reported
by the Health Ministry in the
besieged enclave.

The disclosure of the
identification and arrest of
criminals affiliated with the
Mossad also sheds light on Iran’s
ongoing efforts to maintain
national security.

On January 29, Iran executed
four members of the Komala
terrorist group attempting
to plan a bombing attack at
a Defense Ministry factory in
Esfahan under the direction
of Israel’'s Mossad spy agency.
Additionally, on January 16,
Iran launched ballistic missiles
targeted at Israeli espionage
facilities in  Erbil, northern
Iraq, stating that these actions
comply with international law
and serve the aim of securing
its borders. Article 51 of the UN
Charter affirms the entitlement
of nations to defend themselves
in response to an armed
assault, either individually or
collectively.

Iran president warns against bullying,
pledges strong response
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Frome Page 1 » During a tour of the
fair, the Iranian president inspected fast-
moving missile-launching vessels, long-
range drones, advanced radar systems, and
intelligent submarines. The visit served as a
platform to showcase Iran’s growing military
capabilities, reiterating its stance on regional
security.

President Raisi expressed confidence in
Iran’s advancements, declaring, “Our nation’s
military power is not a threat to any regional
country; it serves as a guarantor of safety
and stability in the region.”

While emphasizing Iran’s non-aggressive
stance, Raisi warned against external
aggression, stating, “We will never initiate
war, but if attacked, the Islamic Republic will
deliver a crushing response.” He referenced
past instances of harsh rhetoric from
adversaries and their eventual recognition of
Iran’s military strength.

The president lauded Iran’s “unbelievable”
military innovations, highlighting their role in
enhancing defense capabilities across land,
sea, and air.

He attributed these advancements to
“the power of faith and resistance against
enemies.”

Iran’s military is aiming for continued
improvement, targeting a spot among the

top 15 global powers according to the Global
Firepower (GFP) index. This ambition comes
alongside recent advancements in its naval
capabilities.

In late January, Rear Admiral Shahram
Irani, commander of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Navy, announced plans to equip
new domestically-built hovercraft with
long-range naval missiles. He emphasized
the navy's primary mission of securing
Iran’s maritime borders, highlighting the
successful overhaul and renovation of its
vessels, submarines, and aircraft by Iranian
experts.

This self-sufficiency push has been a
key focus in recent years, leading to the
Navy’s ability to manufacture both surface
and subsurface vessels domestically.
Additionally, Iran has expanded its presence
in international waters to protect vital trade
routes and ensure the safety of merchant
vessels and tankers.

Three Persian Gulf islands are Iran’s
integral parts, Raisi says

Iran’s three Persian Gulf islands are
considered to be an integral part of the
country, according to President Ebrahim
Raisi.

During a visit to the southern province of
Hormozgan on Thursday, President Raisi
emphasized that decisive and historical
documentations have always supported
Iran’s sovereignty over the three islands of
Abu Musa, the Greater and Lesser Tunbs in
the Persian Gulf.

He added, “The threeislands are an integral
part of the Islamic Republic of Iran and we
have always emphasized this issue. Anyone
who has spoken or written something else
anywhere should compensate for it, because
definitive and reliable documents and
existing records have always confirmed and

emphasized the sovereignty of the Islamic
Republic of Iran over these islands.”

Appreciating the efforts and endeavors of
the powerful armed forces of our country,
which create security for the Persian Gulf
region and all its neighboring countries,
President Raisi went on to say, “Iranian
armed forces create security wherever they
are, and the presence of foreign forces in any
region only causes threats and disruptions to
security”

He also underscored the history of peaceful
coexistence of the Islamic Republic of Iran
with all its neighbors and countries in the
region.

In the next part of his speech, the
president stated that thanks to the
revolution and the holy system of the
Islamic Republic, many things have been
done in Islamic Iran and this province in
the past forty years, and the situation
of the city and villages in Hormozgan
has changed. “We should appreciate all
the efforts of all those who have worked
for the development of the province,” he
said.

Raisi also noted that Hormozgan still needs
more work due to historical deprivations,
adding, “In the first visit of the Popular
Administration to the province, Hormozgan’s
essential issues in the fields of water, health,
tourism, industry, mining, agriculture and
the sea were examined and we decided to fix
them”

Raisi also pointed out that good steps
have been taken to resolve the water stress
in the areas affected by the water shortage
problem in Hormozgan province, and of
course these measures will continue until
the water problems of the province are
completely resolved. He added, “The problem
of unemployment in the province has also
been resolved to a large extent”

Shutdown of anti-lranian channel reveals failed mission to
whitewash Pahlavi regime: government

TEHRAN - Iranian government
spokesperson Ali Bahadori Jahromi has
declared that the closure of the UK-based
anti-Iranian TV channel signifies the failure
of its mission to whitewash the Pahlavi
regime.

Bahadori  Jahromi disclosed  that,
spanning 14 years, Manoto TV aimed to
present a traitorous and fugitive dictator
in a sympathetic light, all under the guise of

entertainment.

Manoto TV, a longstanding player in Iran’s
media landscape, has been a source of
controversy due to its alignment with anti-
Iran sentiments. Accused of propagandist
inclinations and aligning with monarchists,
this media outlet has faced substantial
criticism for its productions. Manoto was
launched in 2010 and stopped working in mid-
November 2023.

Having operated for over 14 years, Manoto
TV attempted to propagate news against the
Iranian government, serving as a mouthpiece
for particular political and religious groups
who are mostly funded by foreign spy
agencies. Numerous reports have suggested
Israelas the funding source forthis TV channel,
attributing the shutdown to limited funding
following the regime’s repeated failures after
the costly war on Gaza.

Iran match against
Japan like a final,
Ghalenoei says

TEHRAN - Iran head coach Amir Ghalehnoei
says that the match against Japan could have
been the final but two teams must encounter
in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup quarterfinals.

The match will be held on Saturday at the
Education City Stadium.

Team Melli were pushed to the limit by
Syria before winning their Round of 16 tie on
penalties, with recovery being the main focus
for the 60-year-old former Esteghlal FC head
coach.

“This could have been the final but now we
face off in the quarter-final,” said Ghalehnoy.
“Japan are a very good team and now, in the
knockout stage, they are showing a much
better performance than they showed in the
group stage.”

“But Iran are a good team as well. We did
really well against Syria. In the group stage,
they only allowed four shots in the three
matches but we managed to produce 11 shots
against them.

“For tomorrow’s match, we have less
recovery than Japan. We could have finished
the match early against Syria but we lost a lot
of opportunities. We tried to make the recovery
from two aspects, in terms of supplements as
well as mentally.

“Eighty million people are following the
result of the national team and the players
know that. We will give everything for the
national team.”

Iran has scored three or more goals six times
in the knockout stage of the AFC Asian Cup.
Only Japan (8) has done so on more occasions.
In fact, Japan has not failed to score in their
last nine knockout stage matches - stretching
back to the 2011 edition, the longest scoring
run in the competition.

Taremi will miss the quarter-finals and Iran
will feel his absence. In the nine AFC Asian
Cup matches that the Central Asian side has
played since 2019- with Taremi in the team -
it won seven and drew two. The only game he
missed was the 3-0 loss to Japan in the 2019
semi-finals.

Ma Ning to referee
Iran, Japan match:
AFC Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Chinese referee Ma Ning has
been chosen to officiate the match between
Iran and Japan in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup
quarterfinals.

The match has been scheduled for Saturday
at the Education City Stadium in Al Rayyan,
Qatar.

Ma Ning was born in 1979 and has been a
listed FIFA referee since 2011, taking charge of
arange of Asian World Cup qualifiers.

Whether it be on the field or the playground,
he is never without his whistle, working as a
teacher alongside his refereeing career.

Shahrdari Gorgan
victorious over
Al-Ittihad Ahliin
FIBAWASL Season 2

TEHRAN - Shahrdari Gorgan took a major
step in their road to redemption following
another dominant win over Al-Ittihad Ahli in
FIBA WASL Season 2, Thursday night.

Hardly bothered by the Syrian crowd, the
visiting Iranian side bucked a slow start and
rolled to an 80-65 victory to secure the first
Semi-Finals ticket in the West Asia League.

“I like the atmosphere. | love the fans here.
They're very intense. The team is very decent.
We just came to play, at the end of the day,’
offered Norvel Pelle moments after the
victory at the Al Hamadaniyeh Stadium. “Great
job. On to the next one for us”

The 30-year-old Pelle himself was key in the
Semis-clinching win, finishing with 20 points,
8 rebounds, a steal, and a block as he helped
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turn things around in the middle quarters
after seeing themselves trailing by five, 18-13,
after the game’s first 10 minutes.

He’s really been an integral piece for the
reigning, three-time Iranian champs this
season. After Thursday, they are now unbeaten
through five games to stay on top of Group A,
with him posting 12.6 points and 7.5 rebounds
along with 2.4 blocks per outing.

Big thanks to his presence, the ball club is
now bound for another Semis appearance,
continuing what they are surely hoping to
become a tradition started by the previous
batch, spearheaded by the star combination of
Mohammad Jamshidi and Behnam Yakhchali.

The former Lebanese men’s team standout,
though, doesn’t want to take all the spotlight
onto himself, deflecting the credit to the team
as a whole for their success thus far.

Well, against Al-Ittihad Ahli alone, Pelle
received solid contributions from usual
suspects such as Will Cherry (19 points, 6
rebounds, 2 assists, 4 steals) and Sina Vahedi
(17-4-7-2-1).

We’rein right
frame of mind
against Japan:
Beiranvand

TEHRAN - Alireza Beiranvand is confident
Iran will be up for the task when they take
on Japan in their AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023
quarter-final on Saturday.

Three-time  champions Iran  needed
penalties to see off the challenge of a spirited
Syria in the Round of 16 while Japan enjoyed a
serene passage, easily overcoming Indonesia.

Custodian Beiranvand said while fatigue
is a concern, what really matters is mental
strength and he said Team Melli are in the
right frame of mind.

“It will not be easy to play against Japan
after 120 minutes against Syria. You saw some
of the players having cramps towards the end
of the game,” said Beiranvand, who emerged
Iran’s hero after saving Fahd Youssef’s spot-
kick in the shootout.

“However, the most important recovery
is the mental one. | can see today that the
players look happy and positive, so | think that
will be very important for us,” the custodian
added.

While four-time champions Japan are
chasing their first title since emerging
champions in 2011, Iran’s wait has been longer
- having last lifted the coveted trophy in 1976.

Persepolis goalkeeper Beiranvand, however,
believes Iran can get the better of Japan, who
won their UAE 2019 semi-final showdown 3-0.

“We are here to make history and to make all
the people in Iran happy. We know we will get
a lot of positive energy from the Iran people”

We have 26 Taremis
against Japan,
Ezatollahi says

TEHRAN - Saeid Ezatolahi has promised
that Iran will play with “26 Taremis” against
Japan after the star striker from Porto was
sent off in his side’s penalty drama victory
against a stubborn Syria in the round of 16 of
the Asian Cup.

Speaking after Iran’s progress to the last
eight of the competition, Ezatolahi, a key
player in Iran’s midfield, said: “Mehdi was the
saddest player after he was sent off. In my
opinion, the first yellow card was not correct,
the same situation happened to the right back
of Syria and he was not given the yellow card.
We have 26 Taremis and we will fight”

The star player was red-carded after
receiving a second caution on the stroke
of full-time as Iran almost unraveled. They
played extra time with 10 men but kept their
shape and discipline as Hector Cuper failed
to make Syria’s numerical advantage count.
Iran converted all their penalties while Alireza
Beiranvand saved Fahd Youssef’s spot kick.

Ezatolahi added that the Syria test was
“positive” and that the penalty shootout
drama will make Iran “more united” ahead of
their blockbuster quarter-final against Japan.
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Raisi inaugurates 157 industrial,
energy projects in Hormozgan
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TEHRAN - Following a series of trips to various
provinces, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi visited
Hormozgan Province in southern Iran on Thursday
for the second time during his tenure to meet
with provincial officials, follow up on under-way
projects and inaugurate several new projects.

As Mehr News Agency reported, during the trip
President Raisi, who was accompanied by some
of his cabinet members and their deputies, was
welcomed by the province’s people and officials
and inaugurated several major projects.

On this trip, in addition to following up on the
process of implementing the approvals of the first
round of his visit, Raisi inaugurated 157 projects in
the fields of industry and energy.

Meetings with the people of Bandar Abbas and

Minab, handing over 14,000 residential units and
11,000 plots of land under the framework of the
National Housing Movement, reviving 610 idle
production and industrial units, and attending a
meeting of the province administrative council
were also among the programs that the president
attended during his trip to Hormozgan province.

Uponarrival at Bandar Abbas Airport on Thursday,
President Raisi delivered a speech saying that over
$2. billion has been allocated for the completion of
the projects approved during his previous trip.

“Hormozgan has very good capacities in various
fields of maritime economy, tourism, agriculture,
and industry,” the president said.

Later that day, Raisi also inaugurated 74
infrastructure projects in Bandar e Khamir for which
67 trillion rials (about $13.4 million) has been allocated.

The mentioned projects were in various
fields including housing, water supply, road
construction, agriculture, education, gas supply,
sports and youth, health, as well as urban and
rural development.

President Raisi also inaugurated two hospitals,
some health and treatment projects, some semi-
finished railway projects, some sports projects,
several agricultural projects, and the central
library of Bandar Abbas.

Iron ore pellet export up 97% in 9

months on yr/yr

TEHRAN- The export of iron ore pellet from Iran
rose by 97 percent during the first nine months
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2023), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year, according to the
data released by the Iranian Steel Producers
Association (ISPA).

The ISPA put the iron ore pellet export at 7.224
million tons in the first nine months of this year,
and at 3.671 million tons in the first nine months

of the previous year.

As the association has reported, the production
of iron ore pellet in Iran rose by 10 percent during
the first nine months of the current year, as
compared to the same period of time in the past
year. The ISPA put the iron ore pellet output at
44,843 million tons in the first nine months of this
year, and at 40.838 million tons in the first nine
months of the previous year.

Tehran hosting Woodex 2024 exhibit

TEHRAN - The 21st edition of Iran’s International
Exhibition of Wood, Raw Materials, Accessories,
Fittings, Machinery, and Related Industries for
Furniture (Woodex 2024) kicked off at Tehran
Permanent International Fairgrounds on Thursday.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was
attended by senior officials, including the Head
of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
Mehdi Zeighami along with other officials and
ambassadors of some foreign countries.

The four-day exhibition is aimed at introducing
new domestic and foreign products, creating
an opportunity for manufacturers to interact

with businessmen, and providing a platform for
introducing the latest achievements of domestic
manufacturers in the wood industry.

Over 394 domestic and foreign exhibitors from
various countries including Germany, Turkey,
China, and ltaly, are showcasing their latest
products and services in this exhibition.

The exhibition covers a variety of areas
including raw materials, furniture and decoration
machinery, PVC, fittings, wood and paper, wood
and furniture industry tools, wall coverings,
flooring, cornices and MDF profiles, adhesives and
decorative paints, and other related groups.

‘Consensus of ICCIMA, Majlis speeds up
resolution of problems’

TEHRAN - The head of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) has stressed the need for positive
communication between the private sector
and the parliament (Majlis) saying that the
consensus of the ICCIMA and Majlis is going to
help speed up the resolution of problems.

Speaking in a meeting with the Chairman of the
Parliament Economic Committee Mohammadreza
Pour-Ebrahimi on Thursday, Samad Hassanzadeh
emphasized the need to use expert opinions of
the private sector to accelerate the resolution of
business environment issues, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

In this meeting, Pour-Ebrahimi pointed
out that the ICCIMA is considered an advisor

to the government’s three branches, saying:
“The consensus of the parliament and the
private sector in the expert meetings and the
dialogue council has played a significant role in
removing business obstacles and improving the
conditions for economic activities, and looking
at past experiences, we can continue this path
with more speed and precision.”

While appreciating the support of the
parliament to solve the problems of the
business environment, Hassanzadeh said: “The
expert body of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture is always
ready to share ideas with the members of the
parliament and these ideas can help solve some
of the problems of the business environment
that remained unsolvable for many years.

90% of farmlands equipped with modern
irrigation systems in Tehran province

TEHRAN- As announced by the head of Tehran
province’s Agriculture Department, over 83,000
hectares (90 percent) of the farmlands in the
province are equipped with the modern irrigation
systems.Jebraeel Baradari lamented that while in
the country, about 75-90 percent of the available
water in each province belongs to the agricultural
sector, in Tehran province, less than 45 percent of
the available water resources are allocated to the
agricultural sector.

Recent droughts in Iran have raised the need
to use new methods of irrigation. This issue is
especially important in rural areas.

It is necessary to develop modern methods of
irrigation and replace them instead of traditional
irrigation by farmers due to the lack of water in
most areas.Considering the current situation
when the country is facing water challenges, the
Agriculture Ministry has been implementing the
development plan for new irrigation systems.

Transit of goods via Iran rises 29%
in 10 months on year

TEHRAN- Transit of
commodities  through Iran
increased by 29 percent during
the first ten months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year,
the head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that 14.2 million tons of goods
were exported from the country
in the mentioned ten-month
period.

As stated by Deputy Transport
Minister Shahriyar Afandizadeh,
the achievements resulting from
promoting transit negotiations,
and the foundations of the “Iran-
Way” initiative has resulted in the
growth of transit via the country
in this year.

The continuous trend of recent
transit records via the country
and the increasing interest
of governments, traders, and
those active in transport sectors
from neighboring, regional and
extra-regional countries in the
transit and logistics situation
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
indicate the fruitfulness of the
transformational approach of the
13th government to the strategic
issue of transit, with emphasis
on the development of all-
round economic relations with
neighbors, the official stressed.

As stated by Transport and
Urban Development Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash, the “Iran
Way” initiative made by the
current Iranian  government,
lets the neighboring countries
use Iran as a route or a solution
that facilitates their access to
international waters.

Iran Way initiative is the
gateway to Iran’s land of transit
opportunities, the minister has
underlined.

As previously announced by
Afandizadeh, 10.8 million tons
of commodities were transited
through the country in the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

The official also announced
that Iran registered a new record
high with the transit of 8.3 million
tons of non-oil goods in 1407,
adding that 2.5 million tons of oil
products were also transited via

the country in the previous year.

“Considering the transit of 7.5
million tons of non-oil goods in
1400, we have seen a10.7-percent
growth in the transit of this type
of goods in 1401 compared to the
previous year”, he said.

“In- 1401, we  witnessed
important developments and
achievements in the strategic and
operational areas of the country’s
transit, whose definitive effects
willbe seen gradually and steadily
on the growth of transit from the
country in 1402 and the coming
years”, the deputy transport
minister further highlighted.

Afandizadeh then explained:
“In line with the activation and
development of the North-South
International Transport Corridor,
in a tripartite meeting in last
September between the high-
ranking officials of our country
and the Russian Federation and
the Republic of Azerbaijan in
Baku, while aiming to achieve
the transit of 15 million tons of
goods through this corridor by
2030, agreements were reached
in the field of strengthening the
cooperation of thethree countries
in joint investment and financing,
the completion and development
of key infrastructures and
their  exploitation, especially
the construction of the Rasht-
Astara railway line, facilitating
cross-border traffic of goods
and increasing the quality and
quantity of this traffic”, adding
that the implementation of these
agreements is being followed up.

He went on to say, “One of
the most important events last
year was Iran’s full membership
in the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO). In a short
period of time after the meeting

of the heads of Shanghai in
September 1401 in Samarkand,
the first six-party meeting of the
transport ministers of Iran and
the countries of Central Asia, in
addition to Russia and Azerbaijan
was held in Tehran in October
1401 with the goal of achieving
20-million tons of annual transit
between Iran and Central Asian
countries, as an area with a
very high role and importance
in east-west and north-south
transit, especially after the
recent regional and international

developments, which was
approved by the members.”
This year, the issue of

transit and playing a role in
major programs such as those
related to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO), and Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) is one of the
main priorities of the Transport
Ministry in developing transport
relations with regional and extra-
regional target countries, the
deputy transport minister noted.

After seven years of reduction
in the transit of goods from
the country, the growth path
of transit resumed in the past
Iranian calendaryear 1400 (ended
on March 20, 2022) and with the
passage of 12.65 million tons of
goods through Iran, a growth of
68 percent was achieved.

The policy of paying attention
to neighbors and developing
political and economic relations
with neighboring countries in the
current government, increasing
attention to road and rail routes
in the world, and the efforts and
cooperation of transportation
and trade-related organizations

in establishing or activating
corridors through the country
has led to significant growth in
transit of goods through Iran.

Iran is one of the countries
with a special status in trade
and transit relations due to its
strategic location and special
geography, as the country is the
passage of several important
international corridors.

Considering its geographical
location, Iran can play a
significant role in the transit of
goods in the region and benefit a
lot from its status in this due.

Paying attention to upstream
documents,  especially  the
country’s development plans,
and the government’s decision
to develop transit, paying special
attention to infrastructure
development, reducing transit
time, making it cheaper to cross
Iranand making more advantages
over competitors, dueto the short
path for customers, can lead to
facilitating the development of
transit so that the country can
reach the desired growth in this
due.

Inearly June, 2023, Afandizadeh
announced that the Transport
and Urban Development
Ministry is preparing a five-
year comprehensive plan for
increasing transportation and
transit relations with Central
Asia, as well as the Persian Gulf
and the Sea of Oman countries.

The plan includes the basic
strategies and executive
roadmap in a step-by-step
manner for the next five years
and will mark the evolution
of the bilateral transport and
transit relations with the target
countries, including the countries
of Central Asia and the Persian
Gulf and the Sea of Oman,
Afandizadeh explained.

This year, the issue of
transit and playing a role in
major programs such as those
related to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO), and Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) is one of the
main priorities of the Transport
Ministry in developing transport
relations with regional and extra-
regional target countries, the
deputy transport minister noted.

Iran 95% self-sufficient in producing petchem catalysts
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TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s National
Petrochemical Company (NPC) has said 95
percent of the catalysts used in the country’s
oil industry are produced by domestic
companies, Mehr News Agency reported.

Speaking at the fifth meeting of the

Supreme Council of the Petrochemical
Industry’s Social Responsibility on Thursday,
Morteza Shahmirzaei said in terms of weight,
98 percent of the petrochemical industry
catalysts are made inside the country.

He put the country’s current petrochemical
production capacity at 92 million tons,
saying: “Today, all operations regarding the
design, implementation, pre-commissioning,
and repairs of petrochemical complexes
are carried out by domestic companies and
through Iranian suppliers and manufacturers,
and we are no longer dependent on foreign
countries.”

Mentioning the current government
administration’s foreign policies, Shahmirzaei
said: “A very favorable opportunity has arisen
to expand cooperation with neighboring
and friendly countries, and relations with
these countries are expanding in different
dimensions”

Backin 2022, NPC unveiled a comprehensive
roadmap for the development of the
petrochemical industry’s catalyst sector
on the sidelines of the 16th International
Exhibition of Plastic, Rubber, Machinery, and
Equipment (IRAN PLAST).

The unveiling ceremony was attended by
senior officials including Shahmirzaei, Head
of National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) Majid
Chegeni, and Managing Director of Iran’s
Petrochemical Research and Technology
Company (PRTC) Majid Daftari.

Speaking at the ceremony, Daftari noted
that the mentioned roadmap was created
by PRTC in collaboration with domestic
knowledge-based companies and scientific
centers over the past year.

Stating that technical knowledge is the
driving force in the petrochemical industry,
the official said: “There are currently 99 types
of catalysts, absorbers, and initiators used in
the country’s petrochemical industry among
which we have so far been able to localize and
produce 88 catalysts.”

“Due to the updating of the country’s
catalyst document, the knowledge for the
production of the rest of the catalysts will also
be localized by the end of the 13th government
administration,” he said.

Daftari pointed out that the petrochemical
industry is 98 percent self-sufficient in the
field of catalysts saying that the remaining
two percent should be localized within the
next three years.

The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as
petrochemical export is the second-largest
source of revenue for the country after crude
oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil

exports.

According to Shahmirzaei, the company
plans to increase its annual petrochemical
production capacity to 200 million tons over
the next 10 years.

The official has previously said that
completing the value chain is not a motto,
while it is a top agenda of the NPC’s activities,
itis a program and a duty.

Referring to the rapid development of
the petrochemical industry from basic
products to the end of the value chain in the
13th government, Morteza Shah-Mirzaei
reiterated: “Completing the value chain of the
petrochemical industry is not a slogan; As an
inviolable strategy, it is a task, plan and duty
that my colleagues are following up with all
their efforts”

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts
for 28 percent of the region’s petrochemical
capacity and 2.7 percent of the world’s
petrochemical capacity, the NPC head
announced.

Stating that Iran’s petrochemical industry
exported more than 16 billion dollars of
petrochemical products to the world markets
last year, he added that the products supplied
to the world markets are in excess of the
domestic demand, because the priority of the
petrochemical industry is to meet the domestic
needs in order to complete the value chain.

He pointed to the development of energy
diplomacy in the 13th government and said
the activity program in offshore petrochemical
industries is being followed seriously and good
successes have been achieved in this regard.
With the expansion of relations with neighboring
and aligned countries, other countries have
demanded the supply of catalysts, equipment
and machinery from Iran.



Israel ignores ICJ ruling, intensifies ‘ INTERNATIONAL

genocidal war on Gaza
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From page 1 » The announcement
means another genocide for Pales-
tinians. This is because Rafah is over-
crowded with 1.9 million Gazans forced
to flee their homes as aresult of Israel’'s
attacks across the strip. Rafah which is
close to Egypt’s border, remains the
last refuge for Gaza residents and they
don’t have anywhere else to go to.

Rafah a “pressure cooker”

On Friday, the United Nations raised
the alarm about the humanitarian situ-
ation in Rafah.

“I want to emphasize our deep con-
cern about the escalation of hostilities
in Khan Yunis, which has resulted in an
increase in the number of internally
displaced people seeking refuge in Ra-
fah in recent days,” the spokesperson
for the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
said.

Jens Laerke added, “Thousands of
Palestinians have continued to flee to
the south, which is already hosting over
half the population of some 2.3 million
people. ... Rafah is a pressure cooker of
despair, and we fear for what comes
next.”

Israel’s plan all along has been to
forcibly expel the Palestinian popula-
tion of the Gaza Strip to make way for
its direct control over the territory.

raeli Intelligence Ministry had called
on the regime’s army to evacuate the
civilian population to Sinai.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and his far rights ministers supported
the mass expulsion of the Palestinians.

Israel burns Gaza homes

Israel’'s Haaretz newspaper reported
on Thursday that soldiers are burning
Palestinian homes in the Gaza Strip on
direct orders of their commanders, to
prevent people from returning to live
in them.

Setting fire to homes belonging to

civilians, for the mere purpose of pun-
ishment, is forbidden under interna-

showed that between 144000 and
170,000 buildings have been damaged
in the Gaza Strip over the past four
months.

According to a Washington Post in-
vestigation published in January, entire
swaths of Gaza have been obliterated
in Beit Hanoun, Jabalya and Al-Karama
neighborhood.

The report also said 350 schools and
some 170 mosques and churches had
been damaged or destroyed as of late
December.

Israel’s ethnic cleansing agenda in
Gaza has been supported by certain
Western countries, in particular the

with a huge amount of military aid and
blocked resolutions at the UN Security
Council aimed at establishing a perma-
nent ceasefire in Gaza.

Other Western countries are also
complicit in Israel’s ethnic cleansing
campaign.

Recently, Israel's Western allies
paused their funding to the United Na-
tions Palestinian refugee agency (UN-
RWA) which is considered a lifeline for
over two million Gazans.

Their move was in the wake of alle-
gations that some UNRWA staff were
involved in the military operation car-
ried out by Hamas inside Israel on Oc-
tober 7.

The suspension of funding will im-
pact life-saving assistance for Gaza
civilians as they are grappling with
starvation, looming famine and an out-
break of disease under Israel’s contin-
ued indiscriminate bombardment.

It seems that the U.S., Britain and
Germany, which are among those coun-
tries that adopted the move against
UNRWA, seek to divert attention from
the ICJ’s ruling against Israel.

Support for the Palestinians and
their resistance against Israel contin-
ues to grow in West Asia and beyond as
Israel continues its barbarism in Gaza.

According to a document that was  tional law.

leaked weeks after October 7, the Is-

A BBC analysis of satellite images

United States.

Washington has provided Israel

Undoubtedly, the West’s support for
the regime’s brutal onslaught will fur-
ther escalate the war in the region.

The International Court of Justice order: An achievement for Gaza people

By Mahbubeh Pakdel

TEHRAN- On December 29, 2023, the South Afri-
can government filed a lawsuit against Israel based
on Article 9 of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of Genocide.

At the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the Re-
public of South Africa alleged that Israel is respon-
sible for violations of the Genocide Convention in re-
spect of its actions taken in Gaza, allegations which
Israel rejects.

South Africa asked the Court to order nine such
measures, including the cessation of military op-
erations, and the Court has now responded to that
request. In its order of 26 January 2024, the Court
pointed to the attack of 7 October 2023 on Israel that
included hostage-taking and loss of life, as well as
human suffering, loss of life, displacement of civil-
jians and damage to the infrastructure in Gaza at the
hands of Israel.

The present case is brought under the 1948 Geno-
cide Convention, a treaty to which South Africa and
Israel, like most of the world, are parties and under
its provisions have agreed to send any disputes about
the Convention to the Court. Israel argues there is not
a “dispute” and that therefore the Court does not have
jurisdiction.

The Court has not taken a decision on whether or
not genocide has been committed. Nor has the Court
decided whether it even has jurisdiction to hear the
case. Yet, for the purpose of the provisional measures
order, the ICJ only had to decide whether it had prima
facie jurisdiction.

The interim ruling issued by the Court ordered

six provisional measures, including for Israel to take
all measures to prevent genocidal acts, prevent and
punish the direct and public incitement to genocide,
and take immediate and effective steps to ensure the
provision of humanitarian assistance to civilians in
Gaza.

The provisional measures are legally binding on Is-
rael and there is no right of appeal. There is of course
no international police to enforce rulings of the ICJ.
But any decisions the Court takes have at least po-
litical and diplomatic impacts, including in the court
of public opinion. It would also be possible to take the
issue to the UN Security Council.

The legal definition of genocide is a narrow one. It
comprises ‘any of the following acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, eth-
nic, racial or religious group. Thus, genocide is notori-
ously difficult to prove, because of the need to show
or infer a genocidal intent. While the deaths of so
many civilians in Gaza have given rise to allegations
that Israelis violating international humanitarian law,
it is not possible to bring such allegations before the
ICJ since there is no treaty equivalent to the Genocide
Convention which confers jurisdiction on the Court.
War crimes will be for criminal courts to investigate.

The Court considered the Palestinians a protect-
ed party subject to the Genocide Convention. De-
spite being difficult to prove the genocidal intent,
these provisional measures should be considered an
achievement in favor of the Palestinian people. This
is the first time that a lawsuit has been filed against
the Israeli regime for genocide. The regime that until
now claimed to be the victim of Genocide (Holocaust),
itself should be held accountable in the position of the
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accused.

Furthermore, this interim order will be a good sup-
port for other courts such as the International Crim-
inal Court and domestic courts. However, it seems
that the international community, collectively and
individually, can use this order to exert diplomatic and
financial pressure against Israel and force the regime
to enforce these provisional measures. Since it is
open to other states party to the Genocide Convention
to intervene to join the case in support of one side, by
this order other states can join the case in support of
the Palestinian side.

Although the court’s interim order can be consid-
ered as an achievement for the people of Gaza, the
court’s order does not include an immediate ceasefire
or insisting that Israel cease all military activity in the
strip.

Mahbubeh Pakdel has a master’s degree in inter-
national law from the University of Tehran

Yemen strikes British merchant ship in support of Gaza

In continued support for Palestin-
jans in the Gaza Strip, who are enduring
a genocidal Israeli war, Yemen's Armed
Forces say they have targeted a British
merchant vessel heading towards the
occupied Palestinian territories.

“The naval forces in the Yeme-
ni Armed Forces targeted a British
commercial ship in the Red Sea that
was headed to the ports of occupied
Palestine with appropriate naval mis-
siles,” the Yemeni forces announced on
Thursday.

Earlier on Thursday, the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) organization said that an ex-
plosion was reported at a distance off a

vessel’s starboard side west of Yemen'’s
Hodeidah.

The forces have been conducting
many such operations against Israeli
vessels or those heading towards the
ports in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories.

Israel has been relentlessly pound-
ing Gaza since the October 7 attack by
Hamas, creating a hell in the blockaded
Gaza Strip. So far, nearly 27,000 Pal-
estinians, mostly women, children, and
adolescents, have died in the war.

The Gaza conflict has spilled over
into other parts of the Middle East. Leb-
anon’s Hezbollah movement has also
traded fire with Israeli troops along the

border, and Iragi-armed groups have
attacked U.S. forces in Iraq.

The United States and the UK have
also conducted several missile attacks
against Yemeni targets in response to
the Yemeni operations.

The Yemeni forces said the strike
targeting the British ship was also car-
ried out “as part of the response to the
American-British aggression against
our country.”

The forces said they would keep up
their operations “until the cessation of
[the Israeli war of] aggression and the
lifting of the siege on the Gaza Strip.”

Also on Thursday, Mohammad Ali

al-Houthi, who is a member of Yemen’s
Supreme Political Council, refuted al-
legations by the American and British
officials, who have claimed that the
Yemeni operations had “endangered”
marital navigation.

“Passage of 4,874 ships through the
Red Sea without any objection con-
firms that American and British claims
are false,” he said.

“The US problems stem from its
desire to maintain hegemony over the
region,” he added, noting that Washing-
ton was rather seeking “to contain any
reaction against the genocidal crimes
they (the Israelis) are committing in
Gaza”

Malaysia halves jail sentence of ex-prime minister Najib

Malaysia halved the jail sentence on Friday of
former premier Najib Razak, who was convicted
of graft and money laundering related to the
multibillion-dollar IMDB scandal, a move expected
to raise further questions about Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim’s commitment to fighting graft.

Anwar campaigned on an anti-corruption
platform, but joined hands with Najib’s graft-
tainted party, the United National Malays
Organization (UMNO), to form a government in
November 2022, after an election that ended in a
hung parliament, CNBC News wrote.

The reduction in Najib’'s sentence comes amid
accusations that the Anwar administration is

backsliding on reforms, after a string of graft
cases linked to Najib and other UMNO leaders
were dropped last year.

Najib, who began serving a 12-year jail term in
August 2022, will be released in 2028 and fines
imposed on him reduced to 50 million ringgit
($10.59 million) from 210 million ringgit, according
to a statement from the secretariat of Malaysia’s
Pardons Board on Friday.

Najib was convicted for graft linked to state
fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB),
from which US. and Malaysian investigators
estimate $4.5 billion was stolen and more than $1
billion channeled to accounts linked to the former

premier.

He applied for a royal pardon shortly after his
conviction was upheld by Malaysia’s highest court,
making him the first premier in the country’s
history to be jailed.

Najib has consistently denied wrongdoing,
saying he was misled by fugitive financier Jho Low
and other 1IMDB officials over the source of the
funds and that he believed they were donations
from the Saudi royal family.

He remains on trial in several other cases linked
to corruption at TMDB.

Haley attacks Trump’s morals, age

US. Republican  presidential
hopeful Nikki Haley has

Grouping Trump with President
Joe Biden, she said it was “absurd”

“confused moments” in recent days,
and she rebuked the ex-president for

from wrong.

Haley is the former South Carolina

attacked Donald Trump saying heis
too old, too confused, too chaotic,
and too tantrum-prone to be
president.

that the country would be stuck
with two 80-year-old candidates.
(Biden is 81 and Trump is 77.) She
warned that Trump has had some

a “temper tantrum”. CNN reported.

In recent campaign events,
Haley has also questioned Trump's
morality and capacity to tell right

governor and the former president’s
last opponent standing in the GOP
nominating race.

Over 800 Western
officials protest Israel
Gaza policy

More than 800 officials in the United States, the
United Kingdom and the European Union released
apublic letter of dissenton Friday against their
governments’ support of Israel in its war in Gaza.

The letter is the first instance of officials in allied
nations across the Atlantic coming together to openly
criticize their governments over the war, say current
and former officials who are organizing or supporting
the effort, according to the New York Times.

The officials say that it is their duty as civil servants
to help improve policy and to work in their nations’
interests, and that they are speaking up because they
believe their governments need to change direction
on the war. The signers say they have raised concerns
through internal channels but have been ignored. “Our
governments’ current policies weaken their moral
standing and undermine their ability to stand up for
freedom, justice and human rights globally,” the letter
says.

It adds, “There is a plausible risk that our
governments’ policies are contributing to grave
violations of international humanitarian law, war crimes
and even ethnic cleansing or genocide”

Turkey arrests 7
suspected of spying
forlsrael

Turkish authorities detained seven people suspected
of selling information to Israel's Mossad intelligence
service in connection with tracking and monitoring local
targets, a Turkish security official said on Friday.

Turkey has previously wamed Israel of “serious
consequences” if it tries to hunt down members of
the Palestinian resistance group Hamas living outside
Palestinian territories, including in Turkey, ABC News
reported.

Turkish and Israeli leaders have traded public barbs
since Israel’s war with Hamas began last October.

The security official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Turkish police and the country’s MIT
intelligence agency had conducted joint operations in
Istanbul and Izmir as part of an investigation by the
Istanbul chief prosecutor’s office.
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The latest operations come a month after a round of
suspected Mossad-related arrests in Turkey.

State broadcaster TRT reported on Friday that
MIT had determined that Mossad was using private
detectives to follow its targets.

The suspects are believed to have sought to monitor
and photograph the targets, place tracking devices on
them and gain other information for Mossad, TRT said,
citing unnamed security sources.

Last month, a senior Turkish official said authorities
had detained 34 people suspected of being linked to the
Mossad service and of targeting Palestinians living in

Turkey.

Al-Nujaba vows to
keep up attacks on
U.S. troops

An Iragi resistance group known as al-Nujaba
movement says it intends to continue attacks on
American forces in West Asia, despite Washington’s
threat to hit back after three of its service members
were killed in Jordan.

“Any [US] strike will result in an appropriate
response,” al-Nujaba leader Akram al-Kaabi said in a
statement. He added that the group will continue its
actions until its demands are met for US. troops to
leave Iraq and an end to Israel’s war on Gaza.

Poll: %49 of Israelis
want election once
Gaza ceasefire agreed

A poll conducted by Hebrew-language newspaper
Maariv shows that 49 percent of respondents want an
election to be called once a ceasefire is agreed between
Israeland Hamas.

The same polling showed that 49 percent of
respondents think war cabinet minister Benny Gantz is
more suitable to lead the country than Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who received only 32 percent in
the poll, al Jazeera reported.

Netanyahu's popularity has plummeted since the
October 7 attacks on southern Israel over his handling
of the war on Gaza, and his failure to secure the returmn
of Israeli captives from the Palestinian territory.

After being destroyedin 2017 by General
Soleimani, ISIS has continued to exist as
a group that does the dirty work of Israel
and Americain terroristoperations
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Iran submits Khorramabad’s Valley and
Falak-ol-Aflak Fortress for UNESCO recognition

TEHRAN - Iran has submitted a dossier
on “Khorramabad’s Valley and Falak-ol-
Aflak Fortress” to the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion for a possible registration as a World
Heritage.

On Wednesday, Ali Darabi, the deputy
minister of cultural heritage, sealed the
dossier and forwarded it to the UN cultural
body after careful consideration, ILNA re-
ported.

Darabi emphasized the profound historical
depth encapsulated in the dossier, highlight-
ing that Khorramabad, with its 54,000 years
of history, provides tangible evidence of life
and civilization within the caves of this re-
gion.

It marks a crucial step in the internation-
al recognition and protection of the cultur-
al and historical significance of Khorram-
abad’s Valley and the iconic Falak-ol-Aflak
Fortress.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official ex-
pressed gratitude for the [Iranian] Presi-
dent’s dedicated efforts in addressing the
challenges associated with the dossier’s
nomination.

He also acknowledged the continuous sup-
port from Ezatollah Zarghami, the Minister of
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism,
expressing hope that the submission would
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lead to the eventual UNESCO World Heritage
designation.

The unmissable eight-towered fortress
dominates Khorramabad as one of the most
visited travel destinations in the region for
both domestic and foreign sightseers. The
fortress seems particularly imposing and
dramatic when floodlit at night, offering pic-
turesque views of its encircling crenelated
battlements.

Some experts believe that Falak-ol-Aflak
is comparable with similar works in Nagsh-e
Rostam, Nagsh-e Rajab, Tape Chugan, and
Firuzabad in Fars province.

In 2018, the UN cultural body added an
ensemble of Sassanian historical cities in
southern Iran -- titled “Sassanid Archae-
ological Landscape of Fars Region’-- to its
World Heritage list. The ensemble comprises
eight archaeological sites situated in three
geographical parts of Firuzabad, Bishapur,
and Sarvestan.

It reflects the optimized utilization of nat-
ural topography and bears witness to the in-
fluence of Achaemenid and Parthian cultural
traditions and Roman art, which later had a
significant impact on the architecture and
artistic styles of the Islamic era.

The Sassanid era is of very high impor-
tance in the history of Iran. Under the Sas-
sanids, Persian art and architecture expe-
rienced a general renaissance. Architecture
often took grandiose proportions, such as
the palaces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and
Sarvestan, which are amongst the high-
lights of the ensemble.

Crafts such as metalwork and gem en-
graving grew highly sophisticated, yet schol-
arship was encouraged by the state. In those
years, works from both the East and West
were translated into Pahlavi, the language of
the Sassanians.
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426 tourism-related projects up for

inaugurationd

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts, Ezzatollah Zarghami, has said
a total of 426 projects within the
three domains of the ministry will
be inaugurated during the Ten-Day
Dawn celebrations, which marks the
45th anniversary of the Islamic Rev-
olution.

“In the blessed days of Fajr (Ten-
Day Dawn), 426 projects related to
the ministries of cultural heritage,
tourism, and handicrafts will be in-
augurated throughout the country,
creating 5182 job opportunities,”
Zarghami stated on Wednesday.

Addressing the press after a cab-
inet meeting, Zarghami emphasized
that these projects are set to create
5182 job opportunities across the
country.

Zarghami detailed that the proj-
ects, valued at 91 trillion rials (some
$182,000 million), cover a wide
range of initiatives within the cultur-
al heritage, tourism, and handicraft
sectors.

The endeavor aims to not only
boost the country’s tourism infra-
structure but also contribute signifi-
cantly to the economy by generating
employment opportunities.

Among the noteworthy highlights,
the minister revealed the opening of
two 5-star hotels in Mashhad and
Fars province. Additionally, small-
er-scale projects related to handi-
crafts and cultural heritage will also
be unveiled during this period.

“With the inauguration of these

uring Ten-
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An undated photo depicts Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami, speaking at a press
conference.

projects in the tourism sector, 5,611
beds will be added to the accommo-
dation facilities,” Zarghami added,
highlighting the significant impact
these developments will have on
[ran’s tourism infrastructure.

The minister's announcement
reflects the Iranian government’s
commitment to enhancing the coun-
try’s cultural and tourism sectors,
promoting economic growth, and
creating employment opportunities
for its citizens.

Alandmark decision

Iran’s previously approved visa
waiver for passport holders from
32 countries is set to take effect on
February 4.

According to the Deputy Foreign

Minister for Consular, Parliamentary,
and Iranian Expatriates Affairs, citi-
zens of the designated countries, as
announced earlier, will no longer re-
quire visas to travel to Iran starting
from February 4.

Instead, they can simply purchase
a ticket to visit the country, Alireza
Bigdeli said on Wednesday.

“The move is part of an initiative
aimed at promoting tourism and
easing travel restrictions for visitors
from selected nations”

The official noted the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has communicated
the executive guidelines for the uni-
lateral visa waiver with certain coun-
tries to the relevant authorities.

“The decision helps foil nega-

Day Dawn celebrations

tive advertisements, rumors, and
fear-mongering about Iran,” Zargha-
mi said. “The scheme is expected to
usher in a new era of tourism devel-
opment for Iran; a new chapter of
prosperity and tourism development
that puts an end to negative propa-
ganda and Iranophobia.”

The visa-waiver program was re-
portedly approved for India, United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Kuwait, Indonesia, Brunei, Ja-
pan, Singapore, Cambodia, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Brazil, Peru, Cuba, Mexico,
Bolivia, Venezuela, Bosnia and Her-
zegoving, Serbia, Croatia, Belarus,
Lebanon, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Tunisia, Mauritania, Tan-
zania, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, and
Seychelles.

Moreover, the Islamic Republic had
previously had visited cancelations
with some countries like Turkey, the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Oman, Chi-
na, Armenia, Lebanon, and Syria, in
various forms - unilateral, bilateral,
and group visa cancelations, includ-
ing airport visas, which were imple-
mented in some cases. The privilege
has been granted to tourist groups
from Russia based on a mutual
agreement inked between Tehran
and Moscow.

The Islamic Republic expects to
reap a bonanza from its numerous
tourist spots such as bazaars, muse-
ums, mosques, bridges, bathhouses,
madrasas, mausoleums, churches,
towers, and mansions, of which 27
are inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list.

Rhytons excavated from Zanjan’s ancient salt mine made

TEHRAN - Three centuries-old rhytons
excavated from an ancient salt mine in Iran’s
Zanjan province have been registered on the
national list for cultural heritage.

Three rhytons previously discovered from
the Chehrabad (Douzlakh) salt mine have
been officially regis-
tered on the nation-
al heritage list, as
confirmed by Zanjan
province’s director-
ate for cultural her-
itage and tourism,
CHTN reported on
Friday.

Of those movable
artifacts, two rhy-
tons date back to
the Seljuk era, while
the third one is at-
tributed to the Ach-
aemenid period, the
official explained.

Chehrabad mine
has been an archae-
ological site of great
significance, yielding
valuable artifacts
that provide insights
into the historical
and cultural heritage
of the region. The
discovery of these
rhytons further en-
riches the narrative
of Zanjan'’s contribu-

Will Asia be the new Europe in

national heritage

tion to Iran’s national heritage.

The term rhyton refers to a ceremonial
drinking vessel with a distinctive shape,
often featuring intricate designs and craft
skills. These artifacts are not only a testa-
ment to the artistic prowess of their re-
spective eras but also offer a glimpse into
the rituals and cultural practices of ancient
civilizations.

As mentioned by the provincial tourism de-
partment, the registration of these artifacts
on the national heritage list underscores the
importance of safeguarding and preserving
Zanjan’s cultural treasures.

Results of archaeological excavations sug-
gest that Chehrabad has been the subject ofa
long-term activity that started from the Ach-
aemenid era, continuing in different periods
including the Sassanid, Seljuk, Safavid, Qajar,
and Pahlavi periods.

What was a catastrophe for the ancient
miners has become a sensation for science. In
1993, miners at the Douzlakh Salt Mine, near
Hamzehli and Chehrabad villages in Zanjan
Province, stumbled upon a remarkably pre-
served mummified head, dating back to 300
CE. The discovery was accidental, revealing
astonishing details about the individual.

The first saltman is currently on display at
the National Museum of Iran in Tehran, where
visitors can witness the impressive preser-
vation of this historical figure. Initially dated
based on associated archaeological material,
later carbon dating placed the mummy in 500
CE, during the height of the Sasanian Empire.

Subsequent carbon dating of the second
“Saltman” positioned him at 1554 BP, coincid-
ing with the Sasanian era. The third, fourth,
and fifth saltmen were also carbon-dated,
placing them in the Achaemenid period, with
the third at 2337 BP, the fourth at 2301 BP,
and the fifth at 2286 BP.

Each saltman has revealed unique insights.
The first, with blood type B+, displayed frac-
tures around the eye and head, indicative of
pre-death trauma.

The impressive leather boots and gold ear-
rings suggested a person of notable rank, yet
the reason for their presence in the mine re-
mains a mystery.

Saltman No. 5’s remains contained tape-
worm eggs from the Taenia sp. genus, sug-
gesting a diet involving raw or undercooked
meat—the earliest evidence of ancient intes-
tinal parasites in the region.

The best-preserved and perhaps the most
poignant discovery was saltman No. 4, a six-
teen-year-old miner caught in the moment of
death, tragically crushed by a cave-in.

Outbound travel 2024: Asia’s big year,

Europe’s slowdown

Asia is the new Europe

made rapid progress as soon as trav-
el from China resumed.

20247 As the world gears up for an-
other year of post-pandemic travel,
the industry will see Asia take center
stage, driving growth in 2024 while
Europe stabilizes at modest growth
levels.

This year, the travel industry is
moving past the COVID era, navigat-
ing the “new normal,” strengthening,
and settling into a stable growth
trajectory. Skift Research’s recently
published Global Travel Outlook 2024
provides a closer look into global
travel performance and the key re-
gions fueling growth.

For 2024, we forecast that Eu-
rope will normalize to stable
growth levels while the Asia-Pacific
region positions itself as the pri-
mary growth driver. Download our
free report diving into the reasons
for this forecast.

The global travel industry faces
shifting dynamics in 2024. Travel
revenue projections for the top 200
tourism companies show a slow-
down in Europe, the most popular
tourist hotspot in the world, while
Asia Pacific will be the center of
travel growth. Our insights shared in
Travel Outlook 2024 are in line with
this forecast.

Travel performance is a testa-
ment to the regional swap

The Skift Travel Health Index,
which monitors travel indicators
across 22 countries, benchmark-
ing monthly performance to 2019,
reveals that Europe has recovered.
Still, growth remains sluggish due
to multiple economic and geopolit-
ical reasons.

Asia Pacific, a laggard since 2021,

China has yet to entirely recov-
er, but the surge in Asia pushed the
global travel average to surpass
2019 performance levels.

Asia still has significant room for
recovery and growth, while Europe’s
travel patterns are moving towards
normalization.

In conclusion, the travel industry’s
trajectory for 2024 reflects a tale of
two regions. Asia Pacific is poised to
be a driving force, fueled by China’s
resurgence, pent-up demand to visit
Asian countries, and robust domes-
tic travel. In contrast, Europe is now
stabilizing and also faces challeng-
es tied to geopolitical uncertainties,
inflation, and climate-related con-
cerns, contributing to a more modest
growth forecast.



IHIT showcasing technological

From page 1 »export of knowl-
edge-based goods and services,
supply and demand (transfer of) for
technology, preparation and devel-
opment of technological diplomacy,
expansion of communication and
provision of facilities to Iranian and
non-Iranian international experts.

In an exclusive interview with the
Tehran Times, Amir-Hossein Mirabadi,
the director of CISTC, expounded on ac-
tivities and future plans of the center to
promote technological achievements of
the country in different fields.

Starting its activity two years ago, the
Tehran branch of Iran House of hnova-
tion and Technology (iHiT) is the largest
among houses of innovation and tech-
nology inside and outside the country.

The center serves as a platform
for the international exhibition of
knowledge-based products.

It displays products in a broad range of
fields like agriculture, fishery, food, con-
struction, chemicals, energy, oil and gas,
health, pharmaceuticals, medical equip-
ment, as well as games and animation.

Some 1300 to 1400 products,
which cover a small proportion of
the knowledge-based products,
are exhibited here. Apart from the
flagship products that are perma-
nently exhibited, every three to four
months, a new series of products are
showcased to help the visitors learn
about the latest products.

The main goal behind establish-
ing the houses of innovation and
technology is to showcase and
demonstrate the capabilities of the
country in advanced technologies
and to promote the export of knowl-
edge-based products.

[HIT also serves as a place for
knowledge-based companies to hold
events, meetings and conferences
with their corresponding foreign
partners, as in the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(started in March 2023), over 1,200
foreign delegations and more than
600 business to business (B2B)
meetings were held with represen-
tatives from more than 40 countries.

Since the center is frequented by
knowledge-based firms and delega-
tions from foreign countries, some ex-
port infrastructure is developed, e.g. the
export management companies (EMC)
are placed in the administration build-
ing, and all services that are needed for
exporting knowledge-based products
are provided collectively.

The central part of the iHiT in Teh-
ran is equipped with a studio which
is used to produce knowledge-based
programs.The center has been so far
successful in introducing capabilities
of the country and has been highly
welcomed by high-ranking officials
of other countries who pay a visit to
iHIT as part of their trip to Iran.

The interesting point is that they
all leave the place amazedly because
what they have observed here in the
center is beyond their expectations.

capalites
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All the products in the center have
been exported to target countries,
and have great potential to be sup-
plied to the global market.

Aside from political meetings,
there are business meetings that are
extremely important since they pave
the way for export process.

Entering international markets is
adifficult task, since it requires mar-
keting, meeting global standards
and obtaining specific certifications.

Nonetheless, observing the out-
comes of being active in a wider
economic field has provided many
companies the impetus to reinforce
their export approaches, which is
really valuable for it will finally lead
into economic growth of the country.

One of the main priorities of the Cen-
ter for Intemnational Science and Tech-
nology Cooperation (CISTC) is export;
and iHiT act as a platform to facilitate it.

So far, iHiT branches have been set up
in Irag, Syria, Uzbekistan, Kenya, China,
Turkey, and Russia. A memorandum of
understanding has been signed be-
tween Iran and Tajikistan to establish a
house of innovation and technology in
Dushanbe. Also, in the near future, iHiT
will be established in Venezuela.

The number of these countries
with iHIT centers are planned to be
doubled within a year.

Surge in exports

The export of Iranian knowl-
edge-based products has hugely
increased. In 2018, the value of ex-
ports was around 600 million dol-
lars. In 2019, the outbreak of corona-
virus pandemic lowered the figure to
some 300 million dollars.

Avyear later, however, exports came
back to 600 million dollars again. In
2021, it surpassed 860 million dollars
and within the first eight months of
the current Iranian year it surged to 1.5
billion dollars.

Some 1000 out of nearly 10000
knowledge-based companies inthe coun-
try are currently exporting their products
t089 countries all over the world.

The administration of President
Ebrahim Raisi has always under-
scored the significance of coop-
eration between Iran and other
countries. It has by itself provided
particular opportunities to lay the

I
ground for export.
Knowledge-based products and

exports are of high added-value and
are really considerable.

The ultimate goal is to make
knowledge-based products have a
meaningful share of exports eco-
nomic development of the country
by generating an acceptable amount
of non-oil revenue.

To do so, the Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology has been
offering numerous incentives to
speed up fulfilling the goal.

IHIT plays a key role in this regard.
Being home to knowledge-based firms
and their products, it facilitates the pro-
cess of introducing domestically-made
products to global markets.

Formerly, when a foreign delegation
or an economic enterprise wanted to
visit the country, they had to visit each
knowledge-based company one by
one, and sometimes they even had to
travel to another part of the country
which was hard and time-consuming,
However, the iHiT has brought togeth-
er all the knowledge-based firms and
made it much easier to introduce the
products to visitors.

Some visitors are only interest-
ed in one specific field, for instance,
Health Ministries of other countries
would specifically visit health fields
including pharmaceutical products,
traditional medicines, stem cells,
and supplement drugs.

IHIT provides a simulated pavilion
for these visitors. For example, they
visit a simulated operating room,
fully equipped with Iranian equip-
ment which not only grabs their at-
tention but acts as a complete mar-
keting strategy.

Sometimes, while visiting iHiT,
foreign delegations happen to vis-
it other fields and show interest in
them. Even, the president of a cer-
tain country visited the toy section
by chance and offered to launch a
joint line of production as they found
the Iran-made toys of high quality
and technology.

It also applies to fields with more
complex technology like Construction.
Asimulated pavilion including miniature
streets with small lights, nano-technol-
ogy floors made of construction waste,
and nano-supplements highly inspires

ENGLISH IN USE

Iranian zoos to be monitored

online

The Department of Environment (DOE) will launch an online monitor-
ing system in zoos across the country, the Department of Environment's

director general for hunting and fishing has said.

“Putting in place the necessary infrastructure for this plan is under-
way; newly constructed zoos are supposed to have an online monitoring

visitors as decision-maker officials to
choose the observed products.

Deciding where to set up iHiT

The macroeconomic policies of the
government decide where to set up
iHIT branches, specifically in other
countries. Expanding cooperation
with friendly countries is one of the
priorities in this regard.In addition,
checking export corridors, conduct-
ing research markets, and exploring
the markets’ attraction in different
regions help prioritize the countries
for this purpose.

Accessing new markets s anewlyad-
opted strategy; that is deepening trade
ties with countries, like Africa, that the
country has failed to note before.Lack of
knowledge and sufficient information
about a region makes one assume there
isnomarket or that it would be impossi-
ble to do business there.

Take African countries for exam-
ple, a lot of other nations are active
in their markets while denying the
favorable capacities of the African
markets.Assessing  African coun-
tries’ market capacities, it was found
that there are potential opportuni-
ties for market entry and expanding
ties. What matters is earning foreign
currency revenue not where it comes
from, it can be an advanced Europe-
an country or an African country.

Latin American region is the same.
Market capacities in countries like
Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Cuba are
not fully known yet.

As soon as knowing these capac-
ities, they made many requests for
expanding collaboration with Iran.Al-
geria, one of the African countries, has
so far visited Iran three times in the
current Iranian year. The two countries
have good political relationships, but
no record in knowledge-based econ-
omy and technological field. So, Iran
is planning to set up iHiT in Algeria to
create new markets for domestical-
ly-made Iranian products.

Concerning the quality of the
products and their competitive
prices, it is easier to enter a market
where there are fewer competitors.

Unlike most other countries that
endeavor to monopolize their technol-
ogy, Iran has announced readiness to
export not only its products but also
the technology to any country collab-
orating with Iran.

Iran is ready to share its techno-
logical knowledge and experiences
with any country that is willing to
cooperate as a new market and have
joint production. Uzbekistan is one of
the countries wherein joint produc-
tion infrastructure is being followed
up. Later, jointly-made products in
Uzbekistan will be exported to other
countries.

It should be noted that the tech-
nology won't be traded, and the rights
of the companies must be preserved.
Iran empowers friendly countries
while they create a market for Iranian
knowledge-based companies.
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system, and the old ones must launch the system as soon as possible,’
IRNA quoted Ali Teymouri as saying on Saturday.

Teymouri stated that all provincial departments of environment must
supervise the zoo online systems to register all animal species entering

or leaving the zoo, casualties and causes.

The necessary infrastructure has been prepared to some extent in two
z00s, and the rest of the zoos will launch the in the near future gradually,

he added.
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Iran offers further co-

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready
to boost cooperation with the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) in developing digital
infrastructure such as cross-border optical fiber
networks, data centers, and satellite communica-
tions.

“Iran can facilitate the development and expan-
sion of digital infrastructure such as optical fiber
networks, 5G technology, and satellite networks
through its territory, which is located in the center
of the digital Silk Road,” IRIB quoted ICT minister
Issa Zarepour as saying.

He made the remarks in the Digital Forum of
the SCO which was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan on
February 1.

The meeting hosted the heads of ministries and
agencies of the member states of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) responsible for
the development of information and communica-
tion technologies. The event was held within the
framework of the Digital Almaty 2024 forum.

Pointing out that our main duty here is to cooperate
and find ways for a safer, fairer, and more prosperous
cyberspace, Zarepour added, “Emerging technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Internet of Things,
and Quantum Computing are progressing so fast that
if necessary actions are not taken to fill in the gaps, the
digital gap will soon tear us apart”

Digital transformation is a global trend that
transforms nations, governments, and traditional
business models and contributes to the reduction
of corruption, poverty, and inequality, and increase
in employment, and transparency, he said.

Referring to unilateral sanctions and export
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control mechanisms, Zarepour said the U.S. unfair
sanctions have limited free access to advanced
technologies. Developing a banking ecosystem to
achieve a common digital payment platform is one
way to jointly address this challenge.

Pointing out the challenges of cross-border
platforms for the digital governance of countries,
he stated: “Countries must take up appropriate
measures that guaranty to hold the private sec-
tor with extraterritorial influence accountable for
their behavior in cyberspace, otherwise they are
responsible for deliberately violating the national
sovereignty of other countries.”

Zarepour went on to say, “The cyberspace in the
future should be multipolar; to break up monop-
olies enjoyed by big tech companies, we need to
stay united to have a stronger voice in the interna-
tional decision-making process and play a key role
in the future of the digital world.

By integrating and connecting the digital plat-
forms that promote trade among our nations and
creating common data centers, we can boost our
cooperation and invest in the development of Al
solutions for sustainable development”

Evaluation of 7th development plan on

environmental issues

-

TEHRAN - In the Seventh Development
Plan of L.R. Iran, whose general policies were
announced on September 2022 and the text
of the bill was sent to the Iranian parliament
(Majlis) for approval on May 2023, the “envi-
ronmental issues” are mostly cited under the
heading of “infrastructural affairs”.

The importance of Iran’s environment and
protection is not taken considerably into ac-
count in the implementation of the 7th devel-
opment plan of LR. Iran, and we believe that
various parts of Iran’s life territorial stability,
and national security will be exposed to more
threats and gradual destruction.

Drought, population increase, air pollution,
climate change, industrial and agricultural
production, sanctions, inefficient use of water
and natural resources, and non-implemen-
tation of existing environmental regulations
fuel the existing environmental crisis.

Inadequate water resources force people to
migrate and the problems of big cities increase
with marginalization. The aquifers are being
drained. Air pollution has made living conditions
in Iranian cities increasingly challenging.

Wind erosion increases the desertification of
agricultural lands and creates a demand for more
production in the remaining cultivable areas.

Biodiversity is under threat. On the other
hand, the future of Iran’s environment is greatly
endangered by the development plans and an-
nual plans that are implemented as emergency
and urgent solutions one after the other.

Water transfer programs to the central
plateau are a symbol of unsustainable de-
velopment, and in addition to pollution and
back-breaking costs for Iran’s national economy,
it will be the source of new environmental crises
in the source and destination of water transfer.

The big challenge of the development pro-
grams in Iran is that without looking at a long-
term strategic plan for the country and based
on urgent and emergency cases at any point
of time when the plan is being compiled, the
list that according to the experts and execu-
tive managers has been reached as The claus-
es of the program have been paid.

In the approval of the 7th Development Plan
in November 2023 in the Parliament (Majlis),

L

these items were added to the 7th Develop-
ment Plan as amendments in the field of en-
vironment:

- Clause A of Article 22 of the 7th Develop-
ment Plan Bill; All new large projects and large
development plans that have been evaluated for
environmental effects must be assigned within
a maximum period of three months if approved
by the environmental organization.

- Additional Clause 1, Article 22 of the 7th
Development Plan Bill; The Environmental Pro-
tection Organization was obliged to formulate
the country’s climate change management plan
during the first year of the plan.

- Additional Clause 3, Article 16 of the Sev-
enth Development Plan Bill; They mandated
the Environmental Protection Organization to
prepare the national strategic plan for waste
management at the end of the first year of the
7th Development Plan and get it approved by
the Council of Ministers.

- Part 4, Clause T, Article 33 of the Seventh
Development Plan Bill; The Ministry of Jihad
of Agriculture was obliged to pay the costs of
water and soil operations, reconstruction and
renovation of canals and modern irrigation
systems in agricultural lands free of charge.

- Additional Clause 2 of Article 34 of the
Seventh Development Plan Bill; Cultivation
of any transgenic product produced inside or
outside the country on the country’s lands is
prohibited; Also, importers and producers of
food and beverage products that use trans-
genic raw materials are obliged to insert la-
bels on these products.

- Clause D of Article 38 of the 7th Develop-
ment Plan Bill, the Ministry of Economy was
required to collect half a percent of the value
of water-rich agricultural and food products
exported against the cultivation pattern ev-
ery year, and the resulting income is available
for the implementation of watershed projects
and the cultivation pattern and the installa-
tion of smart meters for agricultural water
wells. The Ministries of Agriculture and Ener-
gy are placed.

- Clause B, Article 39 of the Seventh De-
velopment Plan Bill; The water needed by the
water-bearing industries, except for the food,
sanitary, and drinking industries, is supplied
from wastewater and unconventional water.

- Clause P, Article 40 of the Seventh Devel-
opment Plan Bill; In order to ensure the sus-
tainability of underground water consumption
in critical plains, the representatives deter-
mined a mechanism in this field, while oblig-
ing the Ministry of Energy to install counters
in order to manage over-absorption of water
resources.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Often your utterances and expressions of your face leak out
the secrets of your hidden thoughts.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:18 Evening: 17:52  Dawn: 5:37 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 7:03 (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting

* An exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Mastandehi
is currently underway at CAMA - Contemporary and
Modern Art Gallery.

Named “The Bird Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” the
exhibit runs until February 13 at the gallery located at No.
44, 10th Golestan, Pasdaran St.

* A collection of paintings by Saeid Khalegi is on view in
an exhibition at Homa Gallery.

The exhibit named “Two Years of Being Close to The
Mountain” will be running until February 13 at the gallery
that can be found at No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim
Khan Ave.

* Paintings by Iman Qahremani are currently on view in
an exhibition at Shokuh Gallery.

The exhibition will continue until February 12 at the
gallery located at 19 Amir Nuri Alley, North Salimi St. off
Andarzgu Blvd. . )

}

* Javid Gallery is hosting an exhibition of paintings by a
large number of artists, including Omid Bonakdar, Kambiz
Hazratpur, Parvin Heidarinasab, Rostam Jalayer, Yazdan
Sadi and Mehrangiz Yasemi.

The exhibition runs until February 16 at the gallery that
can be found at 17 Zartosht St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

CONS T A N T
HAPPENING

* Paintings by Elaheh Torabi are being shown in an
exhibition now underway at E1 Gallery.
~~  The exhibit named “Constantly Happening” will run until
= February 23 at the gallery located at 1 Hamid Dead End,
off Lesani Alley, Jebheh St., off Mahdieh St. in the Elahieh
neighborhood. AR E BV NEW

* An exhibition of paintings by Zhila Rahimdel is underway :
at Ebteda Gallery.

Entitled “Lost”, the exhibition will run until February 6
at the gallery located at 35 Farrokhi Alley, near Vali-e Asr
Square.

* A collection of paintings by Fatemeh Jaleh is currently
on display in an exhibit at Jaleh Gallery.

Titled “The Land of Plastic Traumas”, the exhibition runs
until February 16 at the gallery located at No. 3, Noshahr
Alley, Iranshahr St., Karim Khan Ave.
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* Nasrin Taqavi is showcasing her latest paintings in an
exhibition at Kavin Gallery.

The exhibit will be running until February 16 at the gallery
located at No.24, Pesian St. Zaferanieh Neighborhood.

CLOWN: UNTITLED
hely 2. Y

* An exhibition of paintings by Amir Mehdi Zahedi is
currently underway at Sharif Gallery.
| Entitled “Clown, Untitled”, the exhibit will be running until
| February 16 at the gallery
that can be found at 1
Mahruzadeh Alley, Shariati
Ave. near Quds Square.

HAWAR
AMINI

SOLO EXHIBITION

* A collection of paintings by Hawar Amini is on display in
an exhibition at Mah Gallery.

The exhibit will be running until March 10 at the gallery
located at 26 Golestan Blvd., Africa Ave.

Fajr Intl. Theater Festival wraps up

TEHRAN - The curtains
have fallen on the 42nd Fajr
International Theater Festival,
with a closing ceremony held at
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on Thursday.

The ceremony was graced by
the presence of Mohammad-
Mehdi Esmaeili, the Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance,
along with a number of stage
artists and cultural officials.

The event served as a platform
for unveiling the winners of the
competitive categories in both
stage and street performances.

The play titled “Futile” was
crowned best play in the Iranian
Theater Competition section of
the festival, while Yasin Rezvani
was awarded the best playwright
award for his work on the play.

Kurosh ~ Shahuneh received
the best director award for his
contribution to the play “Hidden,”
while Reyhaneh Razi was honored
with the best actress award for
her performance in the same
production.

Javad Yahyavi claimed the best
actor award for his portrayal in
the play “T” directed by Majid
Rahmati.

Reflecting on the festivals
success, Minister Esmaeili
expressed his contentment with
the grandeur and splendor that
marked the 42nd edition. He also
acknowledged the significant
role that regional festivals played
in fostering a warm atmosphere
and promoting the growth and
excellence of theater.

“We extend our gratitude to
all the organizations involved for
their unwavering commitment to
keeping the theatrical flame alive
despite the numerous challenges.
Cultural justice has perpetually
been at the forefront of our focus,
and we are profoundly pleased to
see participants from different
parts of the country attending
the festival” stated culture
minister in his speech.

Highlighting the significance
and influence of theaterwithinthe
performing arts, he emphasized
its crucial role in society.

Moreover, he extended special
thanks to Iranian theater artists
who showcased solidarity with
the Gaza section of the Fajr
Theater Festival. He shed light on
the tragic events that took place
in Gaza, where innocent women
and children lost their lives
before the eyes of the world. He
emphasized the imperative need
for global conscience to speak out
against such heinous crimes.

Tehran

Iranian actor Javad Yahyavi holds his award at the closing ceremony of the 42nd Fajr International Theater Festival in
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on February 1, 2024.

The 42nd Fajr International
Theater Festival commenced on
January 21st in Tehran, featuring
a captivating lineup of six Iranian
plays in the stage section.

The festival's stage shows was
held at various venues, including
Vahdat Hall, City Theater
Complex, Sangelaj Hall, Molvi
Theater, Hafez Hall, Art Hall,
Mehrab Theater Complex, and
Iranshahr Hall.

“Hope,
cheerfulness,
and empathy”
was the motto
for this year’s

Fajr Theater

Festival

Last week, the secretary of
the festival announced that this
edition of the event has a special
section dedicated to Gaza, where
nine plays on this issue are being
performed.

Gaza section is one of the
five new sections added to the
festival this year. “In total, the
festival will have 12 sections
Mehdi Hamedsagayan said.

“Due to the crimes of the
Zionist regime in Gaza, we issued
a call for plays in support of the
Palestinians. We received several
street and stage performances
on this subject, and finally,
nine works were selected to be

performed at the festival,” he
added.

According to the secretary,
“hope, cheerfulness, and
empathy” is the motto he has
chosen for this year’s festival.

“A total of eight plays from
Armenia, Greece, Tajikistan,
Irag, and Italy will take part
in the international section,
Hamedsagayan noted.

“The  festival  secretariat
received about 1,650 works this
year. There will be 34 plays in
the Iranian Theater Competition.
Moreover, 33, 25, and 11 plays
will compete in the student,
street, and radio theater sections
respectively””

Speaking about other sections,
he said that the national identity
section deals with martyrs
and national heroes such as
Lieutenant  General Qassem
Soleimani and poet Malik Al-
Shuara Bahar. There will also
be 21 plays competing in the
inclusive section with the help
of the Welfare Organization
and dedicated to people with
disabilities, he stated.

Last year's festival featured
an extraordinary lineup of ten
international troupes taking the
stage.

Iragi  director Mohammad
Moayyed’s troupe performed
“Mercy Shot”, while another Iraqi
troupe with director Javad Asadi
took “Amal” on stage.

“Amal” was the big winner of
the 41st Fajr International Theater
Festival by garnering awards in
three categories, including best
director and best play.

Written and directed by Jawad
Al-Assadi, the play focuses on
the hardship of wartime and the
question arises whether it is right
to invite someone else into this
world under these conditions.

The play also brought Haider
Juma the award for best actor,
while set designer Ali Al-Sudani
and actress Rizab Ahmad
Hassan Al-Karkhi won honorable
mentions for their collaboration
in this production.

Spanish director Txema Munoz
staged  “Lumiere”  (“Light”),
and Hafiz Khalifa from Tunisia
directed a stage adaptation of
[talian poet Dante Alighieri’s “The
Divine Comedy”.

Omani director Yousuf
Al-Bulushi competed at the
festival with “Henna Pestle”,

and Jordanian director Ayad
Al-Rimoni participated at the
festival with “Nagoura Train”.

Armenian director Ara
Yernjakyan, the founder and
artistic director of the Yerevan
State Chamber Theater, staged
William Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”,
while Russian writer Nikolay
Mikhaylovich  Karamzin's 1792
story “Bednaya Liza” (“Poor Liza”),
was directed by his renowned
compatriot Mark Rozovsky.

“Apatridas” (“Stateless”), a
multimedia play divided into two
monologues written by Carina
Casuscelli was staged by Brazilian
director Lenerson Polonini.

An adaptation of Nikolay
Gogol's short story “The
Overcoat” (“Shinel”) was also
staged by a Russian troupe.

Revolutionary vocalist Jamshid Jam passes away at 72

TEHRAN-Iranian singer Jamshid Jam,
famous for his revolutionary song “Yar-e
Dabestani-e Man” (literally meaning My
Friend), passed away on

Grade-School
January 31.

The vocalist, who was suffering from heart
disease for a while, died of cardiac arrest at

the age of 72, Mehr reported.

Composed by Mansour Tehrani, “Yar-e
Dabestani-e Man” is a reminder of the days
of the 1979 Islamic Revolution and remains
as one of the symbols of the students’

movements in Iran.

Jam entered the Islamic Republic of Iran

writer, editor and producer and was mostly
active in producing music-oriented programs.

Broadcasting (IRIB) after the victory of the
Islamic Revolution. He was a radio presenter,

He had a program called “Anthems and
Tars” on Radio Tehran, which was broadcast
for about 10 years. He was also engaged
in research in the field of music history for
many years.

Among his popular musical works, there
was the album “Victory” with 10 tracks, all
of which were sung by Jam.Moreover, for
several years, he wrote cultural and artistic
articles and sometimes movie and theater
reviews in the press.

In 2010, Jam released a song for the
Palestinian people, in which he composed
Arabic music and sang Persian lyrics to show
solidarity between Iranians and Palestinians.

Veteran poet Simindokht Vahidi receives
first-degree medal of arts

TEHRAN-The veteran Iranian
poet Simindokht Vahidi received
the first-degree medal of arts
in the presence of a number of
cultural officials at her home on
January 30.

Deputy of Cultural Affairsatthe
Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Yaser Ahmadvand
presented the 90-year-old poet
the medal for her influential
work since the victory of the
Islamic Revolution in 1979, IRNA
reported.

Born in 1933 in Jahrom, Fars
Province, Vahidi wrote her first
book “Bereaved Tulips” at the
age of 25. She continued her
cooperation after the Islamic
Revolution in 1979 with Iran’s
radio and the Art Bureau.

The love of the founder
of the Islamic Revolution
Imam Khomeini and religious
commitments  were  other
reasons for the poets to get
together in the Art Bureau in the
early days of the revolution and

Vahidi was always present at
those meetings.

Vahidi’'s poetry enjoys such
delicate beauty that is hardly
seen in works by male poets. She
was a great help in the early days
of the revolution during which
there was an immense need for
cultural programs on radio and
TV.

She was also the chief editor
of the cultural monthly “Kowsar”.
The poet used to recite poetry for

the soldiers during the war while
she was visiting the war-stricken
cities or the frontlines.

Vahidi has been honored with
the Cultural Lady of the Year
Award at the third edition of the
Tahereh Saffarzadeh Literary
Award. She received the award
for her research, cultural and
academic activities and her
collections of poetry and books
on the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war
in 2015.



	Page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

