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‘imam Khomeini calls
for greater unity’

The Tehran Times, which began publish-
ing in 1979, was founded during the early
years of Iran’s quest for independence. The
English-language daily newspaper has been
regarded by Mohammad Beheshti, one of the
most influential and renowned figures of the
Islamic Republic, as the “voice of the Islam-
ic Revolution” Such a label, made the staff
at the Tehran Times feel an even bigger re-
sponsibility to accurately and effectively re-
port the daily occurrences in the country and
become a helping hand in the consolidation
and entrenchment of the new people-led
governance. For that, the paper needed to
follow the events with a keen eye and try
to draw attention to issues that were es-
sential to be addressed. That's why with the
approaching of the 10-day Fajr occasion, the
period from February 1st (Bahman 12th) to
February 11th (Bahman 22nd) of 1977 during
which Imam Khomeini returned to Iran after
15 years of exile, we have decided to take a
look at how the Tehran Times commemorat-
ed the historic period in February of 1980.
Such an act would help us understand where
we stand today, and give us a clearer vision
of the hardships Iranians had to endure to be
able to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the
victory of the Islamic Revolution today. Feb-
ruary 1Ist in the year 1980 was a Friday. The
Tehran Times'’s covering of the Fajr decade
began a day later, on Saturday. » Page 3

Iran unveils latest
achievements in
Army Aviation

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran
Army Aviation (IRIAA) presented its latest
achievements in a groundbreaking exhibition
that kicked off on Saturday morning.

The event witnessed the presence of
Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi, Chief
Commander of the Iranian Army, and Briga-
dier General Kioumars Heidari, Iranian Army
Ground Forces Commander.

The exhibition showcased an array of in-
digenous products, including combat sim-
ulation systems, air-borne self-protection
mechanisms, various long-range cruise
missiles, anti-tank guided missiles, recon-
naissance and suicide Switch Blade and Mo-
harram drones, flight simulation systems,
super heavy tank transporters, and artillery
equipment.

Among the unveiled innovations were
the upgraded long-range Shafagh (Dawn)
air-to-ground missile and the Yousef night
vision system, both intricately crafted and
developed by Iranian experts.

The advanced Shafagh missile system,
domestically engineered, boasts an extend-
ed operational range of up to 20 kilometers,
complemented by enhanced target acquisi-
tion capabilities. Its precision and accuracy
render it adaptable to various tactical and
operational strategies for future warfare.
Developed collaboratively by IRIAAs engi-
neers and the Iranian knowledge-based
companies, this system seamlessly inte-
grates into the operational fleet. » Page 2

Airstrikes Kill Civilians in Irag, Syria

U.S.-Style
Deterrence,
De-escalation!

PFQS/d@nZ’JO(:’ Biden attends the transfer of the remains of three US serwce members k///é’d ina drone attack onaUS m///tary OUtpost in Jordan

at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware on Friday, February 2, 2024.

Iran says U.S. adventurism puts regional security in jeopardy
Attacks with further embroil the U.S.

TEHRAN- Iran on Satur-
day strongly condemned
the U.S. military attacks on
Iraq, Syria, and Yemen, say-
ing such attacks solely serve the interests
of the Zionist regime.

“The continuation of such adventures is a
threat to regional and global peace and se-
curity,” Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman

in the region more than before and
overshadow Israeli crimes in Gaza.

Nasser Kanaani said.

Kanaani warned that such attacks with
further “embroil the US government in the
region more than before and overshadow
the crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza”.

Calling the attacks a
“strategic mistake” and a
violation of the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
Irag and Syria, as well as the internation-
al law and the UN Charter, the spokesman
said that such attacks have no result other
than the escalation of tension and instabil-
ity in the region. » Page 2

Why the West is
worried about the
growing use of
Iranian weapons

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - For the past two to three dec-
ades, the U.S. and its allies have turned West
Asia into an epicenter of violence, disorder,
and misery.

Marauding Western troops have been
scouring the area for oil and wealth while ar-
guing with people back home, who find it in-
creasingly challenging to avoid plummeting
into the depths of poverty with each pass-
ing day, that they are spending the citizens’
hard-earned money on war to protect them
from “terrorism”.

Hardly any part of West Asia has been
able to evade the watchful gaze of the
West’s covetous interests. From Egypt to
Palestine, Syria to Iraq, and Iran to Afghan-
istan, all corners of these ancient lands
have felt the repercussions of Western
imperialism in one way or another. Nations
have been trapped in a distressing cycle
of chaos and instability either after direct
military attacks or attempts at orchestrat-
ing color revolutions. » Page 3

Gaza war keeps
Israeli security
chiefs in power

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- As the Israeli war on Gaza pass-
es 120 days, many have highlighted the re-
gime’s prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
unwillingness to end the genocidal campaign
against Palestinians in his bid to avoid a pris-
on sentence.

This has been attributed to corruption
charges facing Netanyahu and, more impor-
tantly, an investigation into the massive Israeli
intelligence and security failure on 7 October
when Hamas waged Operation al-Agsa Storm.

Netanyahu's government has maintained
that any probe into the October 7 attack,
which occurred on his watch and at a time
when weekly protests were taking place in
Tel Aviv against his authority, should take
place only after the war on Gaza has ended.

He has signaled that the war on Gaza could
take up to one year or more to “eradicate
Hamas” from the enclave, and even a lengthy
ceasefire would not mean an end to the war.

But Netanyahu, who has yet to accept any
form of responsibility over the 7 October at-
tack is not alone. Israeli media has indicated
that the regime’s security and intelligence
chiefs are also trying to cling onto their
posts to avoid an investigation over their
negligence.

Israel’s Channel 12 reported that the regime’s
security chiefs who have accepted responsibil-
ity for the security failure will only resign after
the end of the war on Gaza. » Page 5

Beyond souvenirs:
tourism as catalyst for
handicrafts economy

By Afshin Maijlesi

Iran, a country steeped in rich history, diverse
cultural heritage, and traditions, seeks to rebuild a
strong alliance between its budding tourism and
vibrant handicrafts. Analyzing statistics related to
foreign and domestic tourist visits to handicraft
workshops and retail centers indicates the charms
of traditional arts and crafts can be essential
factors in attracting tourists.

Initiatives aimed at creating marketplaces,
organizing cultural festivals, and promoting craft
villages can improve the visitor experience. By
integrating handicrafts into the broader tourism
strategy, Iran not only showcases its cultural
richness but also establishes a robust economic
pathway that resonates with the values of
authenticity and heritage. » Page 6
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Iran defeat Japan to
advance to 2023 AFC
Asian Cup semifinals

TEHRAN - A late Alireza Jahanbakhsh
penalty was the difference as Iran came from
behind to defeat Japan 2-1and book its place
in the AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023 semifinals
on Saturday.

The two teams had met in the semifinals
of the previous edition, with Japan emerging
3-0 winners and it looked on course to repeat
the win when it took the lead before the half-
hour mark, but two second-half goals from
Mohammad Mohebi and Jahanbakhsh turned
things around for the Iranians at Education
City Stadium.

Hidemasa Morita embarked on a solo run in
the 28th minute to beat three Iranian defenders
and arrive into the box before drilling an effort
that made its way into the back of the net
despite goalkeeper Alireza Beiranvand’s best

_\d L efforts to make the save. » Page 3

Iran celebrates Space
Technology Day

TEHRAN - Iran celebrated Space
Technology Day on Saturday with an inaugural
speech by President Ebrahim Raisi.

Minister of Information and Communications
Technology Issa Zarepour, Defense Minister
Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Ashtiani,
and Iranian Space Agency chief Hassan Salarieh
attended the event.

Raisi said the launch of 12 satellites over
the past two-and-half years proves that Iran
has turned sanctions into opportunities.

The president also said activity in space is
the engine for other industries.

Raisi also said it is necessary to involve the
private sector in the space industry.

Iran took its first steps in space industry
in 1959. It coincided with the country’s
membership in the United Nations. Soon
after, a national remote sensing center was
established in Tehran under the “Human Use
in Outer Space” program. » Page 3
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No end to baseless claims

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a commentary, Kayhan discussed the
claims of Rafael Grossi, the Director General
of the Atomic Energy Agency, on Iran’s nuclear
issue and wrote: Grossi claimed that Iran is
still increasing its 60% uranium enrichment
reserves, but has decreased the speed of
production. Late last month, Grossi claimed
that Iran is punishing the International
Atomic Energy Agency for actions taken by
the United States and European countries.
Over the past years, Western countries led
by the United States and the Zionist regime
have accused Iran of pursuing military goals
in its nuclear program.

Iran has strongly denied these claims.
Iran emphasizes that as a signatory to the
NPT and a member of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, it has right to
use nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes. In addition, inspectors from
the International Atomic Energy Agency
have visited Iran’s nuclear facilities many
times and have never found evidence that
the country’s peaceful nuclear energy
program has been diverted toward military
purposes.

Iran: Armed separatist groups speak
more greedily against territorial
integrity

Inan article, the Iran newspaper addressed
the opposition’s efforts to create insecurity
in Iran. It said: Last year, after the riots
subsided, the foreign-based opposition
groups got in trouble. An intensification of
conflicts between them also prompted each
group to reveal the dependency of the other
on foreign powers.

In the meantime, the Kurdish separatists
affiliated with the Zionist regime have
increased their activities with the support of
the anti-revolution media. It seems that the
intensified media campaigns by separatist
terrorist groups are intended to influence
ethnic groups and create insecurity.

These media outlets have put aside the
previous approaches and, according to the
signals that they receive from their masters,
speak more greedily than before against the
territorialintegrity of Iran. And while claiming
these armed groups are not separatist, they
introduce them as “ parties that seek people’s
rights”!

These parties have been claiming support
for people’s rights over the past decades
in tandem with foreigners and enemies.
They have also been creating insecurity and
carrying out bombing attacks in sensitive
places of the country!

Javan: West angry over Iran’s progress in
space technology

Javan dedicated its editorial to the
Western anger over Iran’s progress in the
space industry. It wrote: Iran’s progress in
space technology presents a bitter reality
for hegemonic powers that seek to hold
back other countries and exploit them only
as a consumer market or supplier of raw
materials.

The reason why Europeans are angry about
the launch of satellites, which is the result
of efforts, perseverance, and innovations of
Iranian scientists, is not so difficult, because
these achievements show the capabilities of
a political system that also sets an example
for other nations in the world.

The world is watching that despite all the
pressures and sanctions, with the efforts
of youth and intellectuals and reliance
on internal capacities, Iran has been able
to achieve astonishing progress in the
fields of space, defense, nuclear industry,
nanotechnology, medicine, and stem cells.
This is despite the fact that in addition to
sanctions and pressures, the domineering
powers used all their energy to undermine
these innovations and destroy these facilities,
but they could not.

Hamshahri: America’s withdrawal is
necessary

In a note, Hamshahri addressed the early
morning attacks of the United States on
the positions of what it calls “lran-backed
groups” in Irag and Syria and wrote: An
informed security source in Iran’s advisory
center in Syria said that the early morning
attacks of the United States on Iraq and
Syria are a clear violation of the sovereignty
of these countries and a violation of their
territorialintegrity and condemned the move.
Iran has condemned America’s aggression
and rejects the lies on which this attack was
premised.

This attack poses serious consequences
for American forces in the region and will
cause more reactions to these aggressive
behaviors. The governments and nations of
these two countries have not accepted and
will not accept any kind of occupation or
violation of their lands. Today’s aggression
proves that the American occupiers in
both countries are acting in line with their
security interests and for the benefit of
the Zionist regime. These attacks entail
the need for the withdrawal of American
forces from the region at any cost because
this country is the cause of instability and
chaos in the region.

Iran unveils latest achievements

in Army Aviation

From page 1 » Key features include the
“Fire & Forget” capability, an upgraded
warhead, and an infrared seeker, enabling

continuous 24/7 operation in adverse
weather conditions. Installed on various
IRIAA helicopters, this system proves
effective in neutralizing enemy facilities and
fortifications across all operations.

The Yousef night vision system was also
unveiled in the exhibition. The homegrown
system is capable of detecting and striking
fixed and mobile targets from a long distance
away and in adverse weather conditions.

Thenightvision system reportedly employs
two cutting-edge technologies, including
stabilization based on optical gyroscopes and
tracking algorithms derived from artificial
intelligence.

Astandoutmilitaryachievementintroduced
was the Qadr-29 missile system, designed
to be installed on Bell 206 helicopters. This
homegrown system launches missiles with
a four-kilogram warhead at a range of 150
kilometers, suitable for diverse operations.

Additionally, an integrated missile
system, paired with Bell AH-1 Cobra attack
helicopters, was unveiled. This system allows
pilots to use fire-and-forget missile guidance
technology for launching air-launched
missiles like Almas and Qaem.

In recent years, lranian military experts and
technicians have made substantial strides in
manufacturing a broad range of indigenous
equipment, ensuring self-sufficiency in the
arms sphere for the armed forces.

Officials underscored the commitment to
continuously enhance the country’s military
capabilities, including missile power, solely
for defensive purposes. Iran’s defense
capabilities are emphasized to be non-
negotiable, and the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
has consistently urged efforts to maintain
and strengthen Iran’s defense capabilities,
countering any disputes from enemies
regarding the country’s missile program.

Iran says U.S. adventurism puts
regional security in jeopardy

From page 1 » The spokesman
averred that the root cause of
regional crisis lies in “the full
support of the United States for
four months of relentless and
brutal attacks by the Zionist regime
against the residents of Gaza and
the West Bank, as well as military
attacks on Yemen and violating the
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the country”

Kanaani reiterated Tehran’s
warning over the spillover of the
conflict throughout the region,
warning that “continuation of
such adventures are a threat to
regional and international peace
and security.”

He went on to add, “Iran
reiterates the responsibility of
the international community
and the United Nations Security
Council in preventing illegal and
unilateral US. attacks in the
region and the expansion of the
scope of the crisis.”

He stressed, “Tehran has
repeatedly stated that the root of
the tension and crisis in the region
is the occupation of the Israeli
regime and the continuation of its
military operations in Gaza and the
genocide of the Palestinians with
the unlimited support of the United
States” The ministry spokesman
continued, “The return of stability
and security in the region is not
plausible except through focusing
on the root of the crisis”’

Sixteen people were killed, among
them civilians, and 25 injured in
overnight US. airstrikes on targets
in Irag, Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia’ al-Sudani’s office said.

Tehran says it’s ‘painful irony’
to cut UNRWA funding

In a post on his X account on
Friday, Kanaani also criticized the

United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), the primary
lifeline for Palestinian refugees,
for a “bitter” action taken by
several Western nations in
cutting funds to the agency.

He said that it is a “painful
irony” that those nations stopped
providing funding to UNRWA in
response to baseless accusations
leveled by a regime that is
commonly accused of committing
genocide in Gaza.

He stated that at a time when
the Palestinian people are facing
extremely difficult conditions,
the decision by those nations
will be judged by the “awakened
conscience” of the world.

Israel’s unsubstantiated
allegation is that a few UNRWA
staff members participated in
the October 7 Al-Agsa Storm
Operation by Hamas, a Palestinian
resistance group. Since then,
Israel has killed about 27,000
civilians in Gaza.

According to the Iranian official,
Israel obstructs the supply of
humanitarian supplies to the
Palestinian people in defiance of
an International Court of Justice
(IC)) interim judgment and a

resolution passed by the UN
Security Council.

He also attacked the phony
protestations of concern made by
several nations on the genocide
in Gaza and their unwillingness
to cut off diplomatic ties with the
Israeli regime. As per the Iranian
official, several of these nations
are even offering military support
to the regime.

In a joint statement, 28 aid
NGOs have voiced deep concern
over the decision by the United
States, Britain and some other
countries that have cut funds to
the UNRWA.

It added, “The suspension of
funding by donor states will
impact life-saving assistance for
over two million civilians, over
half of whom are children, who
rely on UNRWA aid in Gaza”

The statement went on to note,
“As aid organizations, we are
deeply concerned and outraged
that some of the largest donors
have united to suspend funding
for the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA), the
main aid provider for millions
of Palestinians in Gaza and
the region. This comes amid a

rapidly worsening humanitarian
catastrophe in Gaza.”

“We welcome UNRWA's swift
investigation into the alleged
involvement of a small number of
UN staff members in the October
7th attacks. We are shocked by
the reckless decision to cut a
lifeline for an entire population by
some of the very countries that
had called for aid in Gaza to be
stepped up and for humanitarians
to be protected while doing their
job. This decision comes as the
International Court of Justice
ordered immediate and effective
action to ensure the provision
of humanitarian assistance to
civilians in Gaza,” the statement
read.

“With approximately over one
million displaced Palestinians
taking shelter in or around 154
UNRWA shelters, the agency and
aid organizations have continued
to work in near impossible
circumstances to provide food,
vaccinations, and freshwater. The
countries suspending funds risk
further depriving Palestinians in
theregion of essential food, water,
medical assistance and supplies,
education and protection”

Additionally, the international
body continued, “We urge donor
states to reaffirm support for the
vital work that UNRWA and its
partners do to help Palestinians
survive one of the worst
humanitarian catastrophes of our
times. Countries must reverse
these funding suspensions,
uphold their duties towards the
Palestinian people and scale
up humanitarian assistance for
civilians in dire need in Gaza and
the region”

UN envoy in Iran to discuss peace in Yemen

TEHRAN - The United Nations’ Special Envoy
for Yemen, Hans Grundberg, has arrived in
Tehran to discuss the ongoing developments in
the war-stricken Arab country.

As reported by Iranian media, Grundberg
engaged in discussions with Hossein Amir
Abdollahian, Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The talks between Grundberg and Amir
Abdollahian centered around the latest
developments in the region, placing a special
focus on the situation in Yemen.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the Iranian
Foreign Ministry’s concern over the military
actions conducted by the United States,
specifically the military assaults by the US.
and the UK on Yemen. He noted that the
re-designation of Ansarullah as a terrorist
organization in the U.S. has added complexity
to the situation, hindering potential political
solutions.

The top Iranian diplomat also criticized recent
US. aggressions in Syria and Irag, attributing
them to the consistently flawed and unsuccessful
approach of the country in resolving issues
through violence and military attacks.

Referring to Iran’s ongoing support for

achieving peace and sustainable security
in Yemen, Amir Abdollahian highlighted the
broader benefits of efforts directed towards
stability and security throughout the region
for all countries in the area. He stressed the
imperative need for a political resolution.

At the onset of the meeting, the UN Special
Representative extended his condolences once
again to Amir Abdollahian and the families
of the martyrs of the terrorist incident in the
southeastern city of Kerman.

Grundberg expressed appreciation for the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s commitment to
stability and security in the region, particularly
in Yemen. He presented a report on the UN
initiative aimed at establishing peace and
tranquility in Yemen, with a focus on reducing
tensions within the country. Grundberg
emphasized the necessity of addressing the
root causes of regional crises.

The Special Envoy for Yemen from the United
Nations had also visited Iran and met with
Amir Abdollahian in November of last year.
They discussed the crucial need for progress
in reaching an agreement on measures to
enhance living conditions in Yemen, establish
a sustainable nationwide ceasefire, and

resume an inclusive political process under UN
auspices.

Since March 2015, Yemen has faced attacks
from Saudi Arabia and its allies. In recent
months, there has been a decrease in hostilities
as peace negotiations are underway.

Iran has consistently advocated for a halt to
hostilities and the pursuit of a political solution
to resolve the political disputes in Yemen.

The West, however, has increased pressure
on Yemen after the country declared its full
support for Palestinians following Israel’'s
devastating war launched on the enclave on
October 7. lIsrael's unrelenting onslaughts
have so far killed over 27,000 people, mostly
women, and children. As part of their support
for Palestinians, Yemen's armed forces have
been targeting several ships owned by Israel or
bound for ports in the occupied territories, in
the strategic Red Sea.

Yemen says the measure is meant to help
bring a halt to the Israeli genocidal war on Gaza.
However, the US. and its allies have portrayed
Yemen's attack as a threat to international
peace, launching airstrikes on Yemeni military
forces.

US slaps fresh sanctions on Iranian arms and cyber programs

TEHRAN- The Unites States announced on
Friday fresh sanctions targeting Iran’s ballistic
missile and drone procurement programs.

In a statement on Friday, the U.S. Treasury
Department said that it had imposed sanctions
on four Iran- and Hong Kong-based companies
allegedly involved in providing materials and
technology to Iran’s ballistic missile and drone
programs as well as a Hong Kong-based firm
for selling Iranian commodities to Chinese
entities.

The Treasury also noted that it imposed
sanctions on six officials of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guard Corp’s Cyber Electronic
Command (IRGC-CEC) for so-called malicious
cyber activities against critical infrastructure in
the United States and elsewhere.

It published their names as Hamid Reza
Lashgarian, Mahdi  Lashgarian, Hamid
Homayunfal, Milad Mansuri, Mohammad
Bagher Shirinkar, and Reza Mohammad Amin
Saberian.

“The Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) sanctioned the key procurement
network of suppliers of materials and sensitive
technology for Iran’s ballistic missile and drone

programs, including the Shahed-series UAV
produced by Iran’s Shahed Aviation Industries
Research Center (SAIRC),” the statement read.

On the same day, OFAC designated four
entities that have allegedly functioned as
covert procurement intermediaries for Hamed
Dehghan and Pishtazan Kavosh Gostar Boshra
(PKGB), both OFAC-designated individuals
actively supporting various Iranian military
organizations, including the IRGC.

Additionally, OFAC also designated another
Hong Kong-based front company allegedly
involved in selling hundreds of millions of
dollars worth of Iranian commodities.

During a meeting with a large group of
producers and businesspersons on Tuesday,
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei referred to the fully
effective capacity and capability of the private
sector to achieve macroeconomic goals.

Ayatollah  Khamenei  emphasized the
importance of government support in terms of
tackling obstacles in the business environment
and highlighted the responsibility of the
private sector as a crucial factor for improving
the overall situation and driving substantial

progress in the country.

While referring to limiting issues such as
sanctions, the Leader noted, “The effort and
progress of the private sector, despite such
obstacles, makes one hopeful that this sector
can propel Iran towards the desired growth
outlined in the seventh five-year plan, i.e, an 8
percent economic growth.”

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution
acknowledged that the support provided by
governments worldwide plays a pivotal role
in the success of prominent corporations and
businesses.

Speaking about the presence of foreign
problems such as sanctions and hostilities of ill-
wishers, he remarked, “While these situations are
undoubtedly detrimental and pose problems for
the country, they canalso be used as opportunities,
in the same way, that our youth took advantage of
these circumstances, leading to the acquisition
of military weapons and remarkable scientific
accomplishments such as advancements in
the field of space and the successful launch of
satellites like the Soraya satellite. If it were not for
the sanctions, we would not have attained these
achievements today.”



Why the West is worried about the
growmg use of Iranian weapons

Frome Page 1 » Like all colonial
practices, the denigration of
a subjugated nation is only as
important as stationing troops
there. Western Asian countries
have been told the lie that they are
incapable of hedging against the
enormous might of the US. and its
allies no matter what. Even when
striving to protect their territories
from Western-backed terrorists,
they are told to look to the U.S. itself
for assistance.

That's why when a scribe of the US.
empire chooses to caution the Biden
administration about the “disturbing
development of Iran’s weapons
transfers”, we can be sure that a
tectonic shift is unfolding in West Asia
and perhaps something is happening
that has never occured before.

The article reiterates rejected
claims that Russia has been
leveraging Iranian-produced Shahed
drones to significantly impact the
situation in Ukraine and that the
Sudanese military is employing
Mohajer-6  UAVs  to  thwart
paramilitary forces. The piece also
highlights numerous assaults on
illegal American bases in Iraq and
Syria, along with attacks on Israeli
vessels in the Red Sea in the past

months. The writer implies that
Resistance groups have been able to
strike Israeli and American interests
mostly thanks to the weapons Iran
has provided them with.

While the writer deliberately ignores
the root cause of these attacks, which
is Israel and Washington’s occupation
of West Asia, it very correctly
highlights an outsize concern of
the West. The defense and military
achievements American officials liked
to refer to as “photoshopped” can no
longer be overlooked, and have already
begun to pose a challenge to Western
dominance.

After enduring the 8-year war
imposed on Iran in the 1980s, the
nation realized the critical need to

establish a robust and self-reliant
military system to safeguard its
hard-won independence. During
the war, Iran was compelled to rely
on the import of outdated missiles
from Syria and Libya. Over time
and with unwavering resolve, it
transitioned towards indigenous
weapons  development.  While
attempts to produce fighter jets
were unsuccessful, Iran, in defiance
of Western pressure, sought
potent alternatives and ultimately
succeeded in creating the very
drones and missiles the West so
passionately detests today.

Iran’s arsenal presents a strategic

advantage.  Its  cost-effective
projectiles can precisely hit and

destroy designated targets or force
adversaries to expend considerably
more resources to intercept them.

After  establishing  formidable
deterrence and compelling the US. to
renounce the “all options on the table”
approach and declare its lack of desire
for war with Iran, the nation has now
begun transferring its capabilities
to Resistance groups. Despite
Western efforts to portray Iran as an
imperialistic force akin to the US. in
the region, Tehran has consistently
demonstrated that it solely supports
Resistance groups, and does not make
decisions for them.

[ran's remarkable and advanced
military achievements, its willingness
to share expertise, and its mutually
beneficial partnerships with regional
nations, only bode badly for the US,
which is neither capable of curtailing
lran's  military  capabilities  nor
undermining its alliances.

Now, in the Atlantic Council’s words,
Iran is pipping countries like Russia
as a major arms supplier. This could
mean that opposition to American
and European hostilities may
potentially proliferate to other regions
and ultimately hinder the West's
unimpeded exploitation of resources
in Asia, Africa, and South America.

Iran celebrates Space Technology Day

Raisi says satellite launches show Iran has turned sanctions into opportunities

Frome Page 1 » Iran’s spacefaring journey has
seenitsshareof challengesand triumphs.In1977,
Iranian experts embarked on a satellite launch
program, but it was temporarily postponed. By
1986, however, their determination surpassed
any obstacles, and Iran secured three orbital
slots for its satellites through the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Asoutlined inthe fourth national development
plan, Iran aims to launch at least one satellite
annually. Currently, the country holds three
registered orbital positions (26, 34, and 47
degrees east).

The launch of the Omid (Hope) satellite on
February 2,2009, marked a pivotal moment. The
event was designated as National Aerospace
Day.

Omid circles the Earth 15 times daily,
transmitting data to ground stations.

Aerospace industry is engine of progress

The aerospace industry plays a vital role in the
global economy, generating billions of dollars
in revenue and employing millions of people
worldwide. This dynamic sector encompasses
the design, manufacture, testing, sale, and
maintenance of aircraft, helicopters, rockets,
satellites, spacecraft, and their components. Its

reach extends far beyond passenger travel and
cargo transportation, contributing significantly
to  scientific  exploration,  engineering
breakthroughs, and advancements in various
commercial fields.

The 20th century witnessed a remarkable
acceleration in both science and technology, with
the aerospace industry at the forefront of this
progress. This rapid development has not only
transformed transportation but also significantly
improved standards of living and provided diverse
services to citizens through advancements in areas
like telecommunications, navigation, and remote
sensing,

A glimpse into Iran’s aerospace industry

Iran successfully launched three satellites
into space on the eve of the 45th anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution.

The launches, carried out on January 28, mark
the first time Iran has successfully deployed
multiple satellites in a single mission, using its
domestically developed Simorgh satellite carrier.

The satellites launched were Mahda, a
microsatellite designed for testing satellite
subsystems, and two nanosatellites named
Keyhan2 and Hatef 1, one developed by SA
IRAN company to demonstrate positioning

technology for the space station, and the other
to test narrowband communication technology
using the Internet of Things.

The Simorgh satellite carrier, with two stages
of liquid fuel, was built by the Iranian Ministry of
Defense. This successful launch is the 11th in the
Raisi administration and a testament to Iran’s
growing capabilities in space technology.

On January 20, the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) successfully launched the Sorayya
satellite into a 750-kilometer orbit.

The launch marked a significant milestone
for Iran's aerospace capabilities and further
demonstrates its growing ambitions in space
technology.

The three-stage solid-fuel Qaem 100 satellite
carrier, developed by the IRGC Aerospace Force,
carried the Sorayya satellite into space. The
satellite’s successful placement in orbit has set
a new record for Iran, as it represents the first
time the country has launched a satellite into this
altitude.

The successful launch of the Sorayya satellite
is a testament to Iran’s ongoing commitment to
developing its space program and expanding its
technological capabilities.

Palestinian people flagbhearer of resistance:interior minister

TEHRAN- Iran’s Interior Minister, Ahmad
Vahidi, has praised the Palestinian people for
their resolute fight against the Israeli regime,
describing Palestine as the flagbearer of
resistance across the globe.

Addressing a conference on Saturday,
Vahidi congratulated the arrival of the
Fajr decade, highlighting its impact on
people worldwide, particularly the ongoing
developments in Gaza.

Stressing the centrality of Palestine in
global consciousness, the minister noted the
evident confusion among supporters of the

Zionist regime, attributing their perplexity to
the high standing of the Palestinian nation.

Vahidi underscored the failure of Israeli
objectives in the Gaza Strip, asserting that
none have come to fruition.

Regarding international attention to the
Palestinian cause, Vahidi pointed out the
unprecedented focus on the issue in global
equations.

Reflecting on the Gaza War, he criticized
the occupying states for distorting realities
through their media.

Emphasizing the autonomy of resistance

groups against arrogance, Vahidi rejected
the erroneous attribution of failure to Iran by
the Zionist regime and occupying countries.
He portrayed the ongoing path as a sign of
victory for the Palestinian nation.

Discussing the role of Islamic countries in
global forums, the interior minister urged
their active presence in the Security Council
and international policies.

In conclusion, he touched upon upcoming
elections in late winter, highlighting their
significance in showcasing religious democracy
and the undeniable role of people in Islam.

Deep dive into Tehran Times archive
‘l/mam Khomeini calls for greater unity’

Frome Page 1 »
Saturday, February 3,1980

On February 3, as Imam
Khomeini was still bedridden due
to heart problems, he decided to
write a letterto clerics to ask them
to show more unity and cohesion
in the face of international threats
and domestic challenges.

“imam Khomeini yesterday called
upon the clergy to work for continued
national unity and discipline. In a
letter addressed to the clergy in the
Theological Seminary in the holy city of
Qom, Imam Khomeini said the clergy
should emphasize the need for greater
unity among the people,’ the Tehran
Times wrote. It also talked about a
letter that was addressed to mam
Khomeini himself.

“Masoud Barzani, head of the
Iragi Kurdistan Democratic Party,

congratulated Imam Khomeini on
the eve of the first anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution of Iran
and the triumphant return of the
Imam to his homeland. Barzani
said that the Islamic Revolution
of Iran has caused international
imperialism and Zionism a severe
blow”. While later reports showed
that the Kurdish-Iragi figure had
a close relationship with Israel
during the time of writing the
letter, he nevertheless found it
important to express gratitude
for Iran’s support towards the
oppressed people of the region.
“Barzani continued that the
Islamic Revolution of Iran is
also the hope and aspiration of
the deprived people of Iragq and
particularly the Iragi Kurds”.
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Iran defeat Japan
to advance to 2023
AFC Asian Cup
semifinals

Frome Page 1 » Iran’s biggest chance
to equalize before the break was a Saman
Ghoddos half-volley after he controlled the ball
with his chest, but the Brentford midfielder
narrowly missed the target.

Nine minutes after the restart, Team Melli
was able to restore parity after a long pass
from Suzuki was interrupted and the ball fell
to Sardar Azmoun who supplied a through
pass to Mohebi. The forward was left with just
the goalkeeper to beat and coolly slotted into
the bottom corner for the equalizer.

Deep into four minutes of added time, Iran
got a golden chance to win the game when Ko
[takura brought Hussein Kanaani down inside
the box.

Jahanbakhsh stepped up and emphatically
dispatched it into the top cormer to earn
coach Amir Ghalenoei’s side the all-important
victory.

Iran will meet the winners of Qatar and
Uzbekistan match on Tuesday.

Iran basketball
coach Demir faces
challenge

TEHRAN - Hakan Demir, head coach of Iran>s
national basketball team, confronts a new
obstacle in the FIBA Asia Cup qualifiers that
could determine his future in Iran.

The Iranian national basketball team are
scheduled to face Qatar and India on February
4th and 7th in the first window of the 2025
Asia Cup qualifiers. The first match will be held
in Tehran at the Azadi Basketball Hall, while
the second match will be hosted by India.

Iran, with three championships in The
FIBA Asia Cup in 2007, 2009, and 2013, and
the runners-up in 2017, have always been
the contenders for The FIBA Asia Cup title. It
doesnst seem that qualifying for the Asia Cup
will be a tough task for them.

According to the predetermined schedule,
the Iranian Basketball Super League will be
suspended on Feb. 13 to make players available
for the national teamss training camp. The first
window of the Asia Cup basketball qualifiers
will take place in end of February, and the
national team>s camp will commence on Feb.
13.

Demir, Turkish head coach of the Iranian
national basketball team, who currently leads
Turkeyss Manisa team, is expected to arrive in
the country on Feb. 9 or 10.

This might be his last appearance on
[ranss bench in an international tournament,
although nothing is certain yet. Javad Davari,
President of the Iranian Basketball Federation,
had previously stated that extending Hakanss
contract with Iran depends on mutual
agreement.

The schedule for Iranss first Asia Cup
qualifiers window is as follows:

February 23rd: Iran vs Qatar
February 26th: India vs Iran

The 2025 Asia Cup will be hosted by Saudi
Arabia, and Iran are in Group E alongside
Kazakhstan, India, and Qatar. The FIBA
Asia Cup, formerly known as the FIBA Asia
Championship and ABC Championship, is an
international basketball tournament held
every four years among the menss national
teams of Asia and Oceania.

The qualification process started in 2022, with
Pre-qualifiers being contested on sub-zone and
regional basis. Eight teams will advance to the
qualifiers, joining the sixteen teams from the
2023 FIBA World Cup Asian Qualifiers.

Uzbekistan star
Masharipov on
Esteghlal’s radar

TEHRAN - Iranian foothall club Esteghlal has
reportedly set its sight on signing Uzbekistani
star Jaloliddin Masharipov.

SPORTS

Straight Truth

The 30-year-old winger has recently parted
ways with Greek side Panserraikos.

Esteghlal head coach Javad Nekounam has
shown interest in signing the free agent player
in the winter transfer window.

Masharipov is a member of Uzbekistan
national football team in the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup.

Masharipov played a key role in Pakhtakor>s
2020 season, scoring nine goals and had 22
assists in 35 appearances in all competitions.
However, his early exit after receiving a red
card had a major role in his teamss loss against
Persepolis in the 2020 AFC Champions League
quarter-finals.

Navidkia named
Mes Rafsanjan
coach: PGPL

TEHRAN - Former Sepahan coach Moharram
Navidkia was named as new head coach of
Iranian top-flight club Mes Rafsanjan.

The 42-year-old coach will lead the team
until the end of 2023/24 Iran Persian Gulf Pro
League (PGPL) season.

Navidkia replaced Saket Elhami in Mes
Rafsanjan.

Mes are 10th in the 16-team table, five
points above the relegation zone.

Shams Azar coach Saeid Daghighi had been
also linked to the club.

The path to glory

TEHRAN - Ahead of Iran>s inaugural match
in the tournament, | paid a visit to Team Melli
at their Doha hotel. The sight that greeted me
filled me with optimism for Iran>s chances at
the title.

The entire staff and players were singularly
focused on one goal: winning the championship.
Amir Ghalenoei had meticulously assembled
an experienced squad, fully aware that
this was their last opportunity to seize the
coveted title. Despite being the oldest team
in the tournament, Iran>s determination was
palpable.

[t>s worth noting that Coach Amir executed
a brilliant rotation strategy during the group
phase, ensuring the players remained fit and
motivated. As a guest on Qatars Al Kass TV
before the tournament, | had declared Iran
and Japan as my favorites. This sentiment
resonated within Team Melli.

The group phase proved relatively
straightforward for Iran, but the real
challenges surfaced in the knockout stage.
Stress became a factor, leading some players
to push themselves too hard. In the match
against Syria, Mehdi Taremi>s overzealousness
resulted in an unfortunate red card. Despite
this setback, Iran navigated the stressful
situation and advanced through penalties.

Iran beat Japan in an early final and the
highlighted of the tournament. Having learned
from the Syria match, | believe Iran was
mentally better prepared. The key questions
revolved around the return of injured players
and whether Serdar Azmoun who could
effectively filled Taremi>s role.

Inshallah, it>s time for the title to return to
Iran! Wishing Amir and his staff, as well as our
boys, the best of luck.

Brentford
congratulates
Saman Ghoddos

TEHRAN - English football side Brentford
congratulated their Iranian international
winger Saman Ghoddos over booking a place
in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup semifinals.

Team Melli defeated Japan 2-1 on Saturday
in the quarterfinals in Doha’s Education City
Stadium.

“A 96th minute penalty sent Iran past Japan
2-1 this afternoon at the #ASIANCUP2023
Brentford tweeted.

Ghoddos has played a key role in helping Iran
to advance to the Asian Cup’s semifinals.
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Straight Truth

Loading, unloading of oil products in
ports up 4% in 10 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- The loading and unloading of
oil products in the ports of Iran increased
by four percent in the first ten months of
the present Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-January 20, 2024), as compared to the
same period in the past year, the country’s
Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
announced.

As the PMO reported, over 91 million tons
of oil products were loaded and unloaded in
the ports during the ten-month period.

The PMO has also reported that the loading
and unloading of goods in the ports of Iran
increased by eight percent in the first ten
months of the present year, as compared to
the same period in the past year.

As the organization reported, 194,078,457
tons of commodities were loaded and
unloaded in the ports during the ten-month
period.

During the mentioned period, loading and
unloading operations in the container sector
also rose six percent year on year.

Based on the data previously released
by the Transport and Urban Development
Ministry, the loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran rose 17 percent during the
previous Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended
on March 20, 2023), as compared to the
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the loading
and unloading of goods in the country’s
ports reached 152.91 million tons in the
previous Iranian calendar year, while the
figure stood at 130.69 million tons in the
preceding year.

During the mentioned year, loading and
unloading operations in the container
sector reached 2.1 million TEUs with a
weight of 24.57 million tons, which was 13.5
percent more than the 1.85 million TEUs in
the Iranian calendar year 1399, the report
said.

The loading and unloading of goods
during the previous year also grew by 12.8
percent in the dry bulk sector, while in the
liquid bulk sector, the figure increased by
12.6 percent, in the general cargo sector
rose by 13.1 percent, and in the oil sector
grew by 22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports

as the major gates of exports and imports
play a significant role in this battle. This role
makes all-out support to ports and more
development of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more development
of the ports and also take some measures
to encourage investment making in ports,
in addition to facilitating the loading
and unloading of goods, especially basic
commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop and
improve the country’s ports, as the country
aims to double the capacity of its ports in
five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from 180
million tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392
(ended in March 2014) to 250 million tons in
1399 (ended in March 20217).

In mid-January, PMO launched a single
window system for facilitating the processes
and procedures related to the maritime
industry.

According to PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei,
the mentioned system has been launched
to ensure the secure and fast provision of
electronic services to people, customers, and
business operators active in the maritime
industry.

“Providing electronic services to people,
customers, and business owners, as well
as ensuring the continuation of port and
maritime businesses using the capabilities
of the country’s expert workforce, is
considered one of the priorities of the
Ports and Maritime Organization in the
field of information and communication
technology,” Safaei said.

On January 10, the official said that projects
worth 1.5 quadrillion rials (about $3.0 billion)
are underway to develop the country’s
maritime transportation.

Speaking at a maritime conference in the
northern city of Noshahr, Safaei said: “The
completion of these projects will create very
good employment in the country and will
cause economic prosperity.”’

Mentioning the country’s maritime-
oriented development roadmap suggested
by the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, he
said the government will make every effort
to realize the comprehensive roadmap of
maritime-oriented development as a turning
point in the country’s history.

He noted that the government is consulting
with the private sector to make the best use
of their capacities to further the mentioned
plan and achieve the goals set for maritime
development.

Aluminum ingot output stands at over
472,000 tons in 9 months

TEHRAN - Production of aluminum ingot
in Iran stood at 472,418 tons in the first nine
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-December 21, 2023), according
to the data released by the Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries Development and
Renovation Organization (IMIDRO).

As IMIDRO reported, the figure was
474,601 in the first nine months of the
previous year.

Among the country’s four major producers,
South Aluminum Corporation (SALCO) had
the best performance in the first nine months
of the present year, producing 209,384 tons
of aluminum ingots, followed by Iranian
Aluminum Company (IRALCO) producing
128,918 tons, Almahdi Aluminum Company
producing 107134 tons, and Iran Alumina
Company producing 26,982 tons of ingots.

Based on the data previously released

by IMIDRO, the production of aluminum ingot
stood at 632,166 tons in Iran during the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on March
20,2023).

Among the country’s four major producers,
South Aluminum Corporation (SALCO) had
the best performance in the past year,
producing 270,185 tons of aluminum ingots,
followed by Iranian Aluminum Company
(IRALCO) producing 178,077 tons, Almahdi
Aluminum Company producing 147,749 tons,
and Iran Alumina Company producing 36,155
tons of the product.

Iranian officials estimate the country’s
aluminum sector has a value of $22 billion,
which is sufficient to meet the country’s
aluminum needs.

At present, Iran is the 18th biggest
aluminum-producing country in the world.

TEDPIX gains 3,800 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 3,810
points (0.18 percent) to 2,111,083 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian calendar
week.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iranian contractors implementing
energy projects in 50 countries

TEHRAN - Iranian Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian
said Iranian contractors are
currently implementing water
and electricity projects in 50
different countries across the
globe, IRNA reported.

“The country’s performance
in the field of technical and
engineering services is praise-
worthy, and we provide good
services in the countries of the
region, and today our country’s
water and electricity industry
specialists are active in more
than 50 countries of the world,”

Mehrabian said in a press
conference on Saturday.
“Today, Iran’s water and

electricity industry has gone from
a completely dependent industry
to complete self-sufficiency,
which is due to the efforts of
domestic experts,” he added.

According to the wminister,
domestic companies now not

only meet the country’s needs;
but many neighboring countries
need Iran’s services, and now
the Islamic Republic has many
capable and leading companies in
the engineering sector.

Iran’s policy of increasing non-
oil exports as a strong strategy
to nullify the U.S. sanctions is not

limited just to the products, while

the country is also determined
to expand the export of technical
and engineering services.

Considering  Iran’s  huge
potential in this field, boosting
such exports would be an
advantage for expanding the
country’s foreign trade especially

with the neighbors.

Back in last May, Iranian Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian said
that the export of technical and
engineering services to Iraq has
experienced significant growth in
recent years.

Speaking to the press after
a meeting with Iragi Minister
of Electricity Ziad Ali Fazel in
Baghdad, Mehrabian said: “There
have been significant exchanges
in  exporting technical and
engineering services in the field
of electricity industry between
the two countries”

Mehrabian stated that capable
[ranian companies have built
power plants in Iraqg, saying: “In
addition to exchanging experience
regarding the  maintenance
and repair of power plants,
network development, etc., good
negotiations have also been held
in other fields””

Over 400 investment projects planned to be
|mplemented in free zones by late March

TEHRAN - The Secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council Hojatollah Abdolmaleki has said
more than 400 investment projects are planned to
be implemented in the country’s free zones by the
end of the current Iranian calendar year (March
19), Freena reported.

Speaking at a meeting of the council’s
investment promotion headquarters on Saturday,
Abdolmaleki said: “We must eliminate problems
and obstacles on the way of investors and don’t
let them linger in bureaucratic bottlenecks; we
should do the necessary follow-ups so that the
projects reach the stage of implementation and
construction.”

The official further called on the deputy heads of
the country’s free zones attending the meeting to
prepare at least 30 investment proposal packages
for each zone and present them to the secretariat
of the Free Zones High Council in the first months
of the next Iranian calendar year.

Pointing out that free zones have become a

destination for investment, Abdolmaleki stated:
“Statistics show that the capital inflow to the free
zones is following an upward trend”

Although the investment condition is favorable,
it is still far from the ideal point, he added.

The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in Iran
dates back to the Iranian calendar year 1368 (March
1989 - March 1990) following the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding year which prompted the
government to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone established in 1368
on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and the second
one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the
year after on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also
established in the country since then, including
Chabahar in  southeastem  Sistan-Baluchestan
Province, Arvand in southwestern Khuzestan Province,
Anzali in northem Gilan Province, Aras in East-
Azarbaijan Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free trade zones
and the establishment of new FTZs has become
one of the major economic approaches of the
Iranian government.

On December 8, 2023, Abdolmaleki outlined 10
new strategies to increase investment and export
in the country’s free and special economic zones.

He made the remarks in a meeting with the deputy
heads of the country’s free zones on the sidelines of

the second EAEU Exclusive exhibition in Tehran.

The official stated that the mentioned strategies
mainly focus on a network of cooperation among
the investment and economic departments of the
country’s free zones.

“Joint marketing between the free zones in
the fields of income, investment, logistics, and
export is the main purpose of the said network,’
he explained.

Implementing a comprehensive plan for
developing logistics and re-export from free zones
by using the capacities of combined transport and
transit among free zones is another part of the
mentioned strategies, the official said.

“The third strategy is the use of the capacity of
international organizations and agreements such
as the Eurasian Economic Union. Shanghai, BRICS,
ECO, etc.” he added.

The official stated that identifying the
advantages and distinctive features of free zones
and introducing them to each other to benefit
from the relative advantages of each zone in
the network structure is another part of the
mentioned coordinated strategies.

“The fifth strategy is to use the passenger
goods model to maximize the income of free
zone organizations and the sixth strategy,
is to attend exhibitions and domestic and
international business events to introduce the
investment opportunities of free zones in line
with the continuation of the path taken this year,’
Abdolmaleki said.

ICCIMA calls on govt. to remove business barriers to
realize 8% economic growth

TEHRAN - The deputy head of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) has said realizing the eight percent
growth set in the Seventh National Development
Plan requires the government to remove the
barriers in the way of private sector businesses.

“The government support and the removal
of obstacles hindering business along with the
responsibility of the private sector are both
emphasized by the leader of the Islamic Revolution
in order to achieve the macroeconomic goals of
the country,” Hossein Pirmoazen said on Saturday.

“The requirement to achieve the eight percent
economic growth in the Seventh five-year National
Development plan is the government's effort
in removing business obstacles along with the
responsibility of the private sector;” he stressed.

Also, in last Monday, ICCIMA Head Samad

Hassanzadeh said that considering the country’s
capacities Iran’s economy can grow by 2.5 times

the current level but the necessary conditions
should be provided.

“The current capacity of Iran’s economy can be
expanded up to 2.5 times in the medium term; But
if the current trends continue, this goal will not be
achieved,” Hassanzadeh stated.

According to the official, the most important
priority for the development of the country at
present is the re-creation of the Iranian economy
based on the components of a knowledge-based,
creative, and competitive economy.

Pointing out that this priority is emphasized by
the country’s h

senior officials, he added: “According to the
studies, the potential capacity of Iran’s economy
can be expanded up to 2.5 times the current
capacity in the medium term. It means that Iran’s
economy can potentially be expected to produce
around 1000 billion dollars.”

Referring to the advantages of Iran’s economy, he

stated: “political stability in an unstable region, large
domestic market and access to growing regional
markets, huge amounts of oil and gas reserves,
unique mineral reserves, the possibility of producing
clean energy due to the geographical location,
educated, young and technology-loving workforce,
the existence of tourism attractions, etc. are the
capacities that can be converted into wealth and
income to increase people’s well-being.”

Hassanzadeh emphasized that if the current
trend continues this goal will not be achieved,
saying: “This is where the issue of management
can be raised. | mean a type of management that
can change trends.”

“From the point of view of the private sector, the
most important duty of the country’s officials to
realize this goal is to use all the political, private
and even military capacities of the country to
increase the economic power of the country,” he
stressed.

Export from Ardebil province rises 17% in 10 months on year

TEHRAN- The value of export from Ardebil
province, in the northwest of Iran, rose 17 percent
during the first 10 months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21,2023-January 20, 2024),
as compared to the same period of month in the
past year, according to a provincial official.

Yaser Abdollahi Abed, the deputy governor-
general of the province for economic affairs
coordination, said that 211,000 tons of goods
worth $96 million were exported from the
province in the first ten months of the present
year, indicating also 19 percent growth in terms
of weight, year on year.

He named Russia, Turkey, Irag, Azerbaijan,

Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, and Afghanistan as
the major destinations of the goods exported from
the province in the mentioned ten-month period.

As previously announced by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), Iran exported 113 million tons of non-oil
goods valued at $40.5 billion during the first 10
months of the present year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the
10-month non-oil export indicates a nine percent
growth in weight, but an 11 percent fall in value,
year on year, IRIB reported.

The official also said the country exported $29.9
billion of crude oil in the mentioned 10 months,

registering a 10-percent rise, year on year.

Rezvani-Far further announced that Iran has
imported 32.7 million tons of goods worth $54.8
billion in the first 10 months of the present year,
which indicates an 11.6 percent rise in value and
six percent growth in weight.

He named China, Irag, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and India as the major
export destinations of Iranian goods in the said
period, and the UAE, China, Turkey, Germany, and
India as the main sources of import.

Gold, car parts and accessories, and
smartphones were the main imported items
during this period, according to the official.



By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The United States has
either waged wars or fanned the
flames of conflicts in West Asia and
beyond over the past decades.

In the past four months, the US.
military and political support has
paved the path for Israel to prolong
its brutal war on the Gaza Strip amid
growing concerns that the conflict
could spill over into the entire
region.

Since Israel launched its
onslaught on the besieged
Palestinian territory on October 7,
the US. has also targeted positions
of regional resistance groups who
have carried out attacks against
American forces in protest to
Washington’s support for Tel Aviv's
massacre of Palestinian people.

On Friday night, the US. military
launched an air assault on dozens of
sites in Iraq and Syria.

It said the massive barrage of
strikes hit more than 85 targets
at seven locations of regional
resistance groups.

According to Lieutenant General
Douglas Sims, director of the Joint
Staff, the strikes took place over
about 30 minutes, and three of the
sites struck were in Iraq and four
were in Syria.

[t was in response to a deadly
drone strike on aUS. military
outpost in Jordan that killed three
service members and injured
dozens of others a week ago.

Following the US. attacks, the
Iragi resistance targeted the Tanf
military base in Syria, which is home
to US. forces, with missiles. It also
hit the Ain al-Assad base with a
drone in western Iraq which also
houses American forces.

Iraq summons U.S. envoy

The spokesperson of Iraq’s
Armed Forces warned that the USS.
strikes could destabilize the region.

“These strikesare  considered
a violation of Iraqi sovereignty
and undermine the

efforts of the Iragi government,
posing a threat that could drag
Iraq and the region into undesirable
consequences, the outcomes will be
dire for the security and stability in
Iraq and the region,” Yahya Rasool
said in a statement.

Irag's Foreign Ministry also
summoned the US. charge
d’affaires to Baghdad. David Burger
was handed a note of protest.

The Iragi government also

Airstrikes kill civilians in Iraq, Syria

U.S.-style deterrence,
de-escalation!

condemned the U.S. attacks.

Government spokesperson Basim
Alwadi said 16 people were killed
and more than two dozen others
were injured in “a new aggression
on the sovereignty of Iraq”.

Alwadi rejected “misleading”
claims that the USS. has coordinated
attacks with the Iragi government.

The official said the strikes
placed Irag “on the brink of the
abyss” and that the presence of
the international coalition in Iraqg
threatens the Arab nation’s security
and stability.

Syria: Civilians killed in US.
assault

The Syrian Defense Ministry also
said the US. attacks claimed the
lives of civilians.

“[The United States] launched a
blatant air aggression against a
number of sites and towns in the
eastern region of Syria, and near the
Syrian-Iragi border, which led to the
martyrdom of a number of civilians
and soldiers, the injury of others,and
the infliction of significant damage
to public and private property,” the
ministry said.

The Syrian military also said,
“The occupation of parts of Syrian
territory by US. forces cannot
continue”. It affirmed the army’s
“determination to liberate all
Syrian territory from terrorism and
occupation”.

In a statement, the Syrian Foreign
Ministry also warned that the US.
strikes in Iragq and Syria “fuel the
conflict in the Middle East (West
Asia) in a very dangerous way.”

The ministry added, “[Syria]
condemns this blatant American
violation [and] it categoricallyrejects
all the pretexts and lies promoted
by the American administration to
justify this attack”

CAIR slams strikes

The Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) lashed out at the
White House over the Strikes in
Syria and Irag.

“Instead of waging war across the
Middle East (West Asia), the Biden
administration  should demand
an end to the far-right Israeli
government’s ethnic cleansing and
genocide in Gaza, CAIR national
executive director said.

He accused Washington of
ignoring Israel’s “escalating human
rights abuses” The CAIR official
noted that the US. has maintained
troops in Syria, Iraq and other places
“where they are not welcome”,
Nihad Awad said.

“These latest strikes in Irag and
Syria are just further evidence of
the total failure of the president’s
Middle East (West Asia) policy.
President Biden should change
course to protect both American
soldiers and people of the region
from more violence ... Justice and
freedom for the Palestinian people
- not more hombs - is what can
build a more peaceful future for the
region,” Awad added.

EU warns of escalation

In an implicit reference to the US.
strikes, the European Union foreign
policy chief urged all parties to avoid
further “escalation” in West Asia.

Speaking at a meeting of EU
foreign ministers in Brussels, Josep
Borrell said, “Everybody should try
to avoid that the situation becomes
explosive.”

Borrell repeated a waring
that West Asia is “a boiler that can
explode”.

Biden challenges

Following the deadly attack on
the US. base in Jordan, the challenge
for the Bident administration was to
find a balance between escalation
and what has been described as
“deterrence”.

On the one hand, the White House
believed failing to act decisively
would risk sending a message of
weakness that could lead to more
attacks on U.S. bases.

On the other hand, US.
government officials feared that
acting too forcefully could further
escalate the situation in the region.

The U.S. government said Friday’s
attacks were just the beginning
and more airstrikes are likely in
the coming days or weeks against
resistance groups suspected of
targeting American forces in West
Asia.

Washington  has  previously
pounded positions inside Yemen
in response to attacks by the
Ansarullah  movement against
Israeli-linked ships in the Red Sea.

Regional axis of resistance like
the Islamic Resistance in Iraq which
attacked the US. military site in
Jordan, have repeatedly stressed
that their strikes against Americans
are in response to Washington's
backing for Israel’s war on Gaza.

These groups along with the
Ansarullah movement in Yemen
have said that if Israel brings a
halt to its Gaza war, the region will
witness de-escalation.

Presently, the US. must force
Israel to stop its genocidal war
on Gaza if it is interested in de-
escalation.

The idea that the intensification
of attacks on resistance groups will
deter further strikes on American
forces is just a fallacy. American
attacks will further fuel anti-US.
sentiments which remain high due
to Washington’s backing of Israel.

Resistance groups have
conducted nearly 170 attackson
American forces in West Asia since
Israel began its deadly military
campaign in Gaza. The attack in
Jordan was different because it
marked the first time US. troops
have been killed in West Asia since
the start of the Gaza war.

Besides, the US. military
presence in Irag and Syria has
caused insecurity and instability in
West Asia. Iragi and Syrian officials
have called for the withdrawal
of American troops from their
countries.

If the lives of American soldiers
matter to the US,, it should distance
itself from warmongering and
miliary adventurism in the region.

Gaza war keeps Israeli security chiefs in power

Security and intelligence chiefs cling to their posts by prolonging the war on Gaza

From page 1 » Herzi Halevi, the chief of the

but now is the time for war”.
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general staff of the Israeli military; Ronen Bar, the
director of Shin Bet; and Aharon Haliva, the head
of the Israeli Military Intelligence, are among the
many officials who share common interest with
Netanyahu.

As long as the war on Gaza continues, these
leaders will remain in their posts. War is essentially
the only way that a large group of intelligence and
security chiefs can avoid an investigation that
could see them end up in jail.

Aharon Haliva has already admitted that
he bears full responsibility for the 7 October
operation but has defied Israeli public demands to
step down.

Bar, who has publicly acknowledged a partial
failure on his part, in anticipating Operation
al-Agsa Storm has been cited as saying in mid-
October that “there will be time for investigations.
Now we are fighting”.

Also, in the aftermath of 7 October, Halevi
echoed those words, saying, “We will investigate,

The prime minister along with his military and
intelligence chiefs are insisting on the disastrous
war on Gaza.

They are not only holding on to their positions
to avoid punishment but at the same time sending
Israeli soldiers to fight in Gaza, thousands of whom
have become disabled for life or have been killed.

It reflects the weakness of the Israeli regime
that can close the taps of water to the 2.3 million
Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza Strip
but are unable to defeat the Palestinian resistance
in the besieged enclave.

The casualties among Israeli soldiers are
growing daily amid strict censorship by Israeli
intelligence officials on the media to report on the
battlefield losses in an attempt to avoid the loss of
“morale” among the military and public.

The same corrupt group of regime officials,
who have a deep interest in holding on to their
positions by prolonging the bombardment of
civilian sites in Gaza, has also deployed the Israeli
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military into one of its most embarrassing defeats
in modern history.

Protests have resumed in the occupied
territories, especially in Tel Aviv and al-Quds
(Jerusalem), calling for an end to the war, a
prisoner exchange, and the imprisonment of
Netanyahu.

The Israeli premier has a strong shared interest
with top officials to avoid declaring an end to
the war even if a longer ceasefire is agreed with
Hamas.

Pakistan’s Imran Khan, wife get new prison sentence

A court in Pakistan has now jailed
former Prime Minister Imran Khan and
his wife Bushra Bibi for seven years,
ruling their 2018 marriage violated
Islamic law.

The civil court, set up inside the
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi city where
Khan is imprisoned, delivered the
sentence on Saturday in the presence

of the couple. It also slapped a fine
of a million rupees (53,560) on them,
Aljazeera reported.

The case against the couple
was filed last year by Bibi's former
husband Khawar Maneka, who alleged
that his divorced wife did not observe
the necessary three-month break
required under Islamic law before

remarrying Khan.

It is Khan's third conviction this
week - and a second for his wife -
in advance of general elections on
Thursday.

On Tuesday, Khan, along with his
close aide Shah Mehmood Qureshi,
was sentenced to 10 years in jail for
leaking a confidential cable - called

cypher - sent by a former Pakistani
ambassador to the United States.

Khan claimed the document
contained evidence that the Pakistani
military, in collusion with his political
opponents and U.S. officials, conspired
to have him removed from power
in April 2022. Washington and the
Pakistani army have denied the charge.
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Israel pounds Gaza
as fears grow of
push into Rafah

Israel pressed its blistering assault in the Gaza
Strip on Saturday as fears grew of a push into Rafah,
the southern city teeming with civilians uprooted
by the war that Israel launched on the Palestinian
territory in October.

A constant barrage of air strikes and tank fire
rocked Khan Yunis, the main city in southern Gaza
that has been the focus of the Israeli offensive, AFP
reported.

The Health Ministry in Gaza said more than 100
people were killed across the Palestinian territory
overnight, mostly women and children.

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians displaced
by the fierce fighting have fled south to Rafah since
the outbreak of the war, with their tents cramming
spaces along streets and in parks.

The city that had been home to 200,000 people
now hosts more than half of Gaza's 2.4 million
population, the World Health Organization said on
Friday.

Witnesses in Rafah said 12 people were killed in an
air strike on a house owned by the Hijazi family.

“They bombed without anywaming,” said 45-year-
old Bilal Jad, a neighbor whose house was damaged
in the attack. “There’s no safe place anywhere. The
air strikes are everywhere.”

Civilians who fled to Rafah have been pushed up
against the border with Egypt, trying to avoid parts
of the city exposed to the fighting in nearby Khan
Yunis.

Hamas demands
Israel release
Marwan Barghouti

Marwan Barghouti is viewed by some Palestinians
as their Nelson Mandela, and he’s a prime candidate
to become their president in the future.

He’s also the highest-profile prisoner held by
Israel.

Now his freedom is at stake incease-fire
negotiations between Hamas and Israel, usnews.
com wrote.

Hamas leaders demanded that Israel release
Barghouti, as part of any deal to end the fighting in
Gaza.

The demand brings new attention to Barghouti,
who plays a central role in Palestinian politics even
after spending more than two decades behind bars.
His release could lay the groundwork for his eventual
election to national office.

Senior Hamas official Osama Hamdan called for
Barghouti’s release as international mediators try to
push Israel and Hamas toward an agreement after
four months of war.

Israel is seeking the release of more than 100
captives still held by Hamasin Gaza. Hamas is
demanding an end to Israel’s genocidal war and the
release of thousands of Palestinian prisoners.

Palestinians see the 64-year-old Barghouti, a
member of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’
Fatah party, as a natural successor to the 88-year-
old Abbas.

UN humanrights
experts slam
UNRWA defunding

UN human rights experts condemned in the
“strongest possible terms” any attempts to
“delegitimize” the Palestinian refugee agency
UNRWA.

Several countries suspended their funding to
the organization last week, in response to Israeli
allegations that a dozen staff members were
involved in the October 7 attacks on southern Israel,
The Arab News reported.

“The grossly disproportionate decision to suspend
funding by some of the largest donor states defies
the basic principle of humanity, and goes against
states’ commitment to leave no one behind,” the UN
experts said in a statement.

“Denying basic human necessities, life-saving
medical care, food, shelter, and antenatal care for
pregnant women, is not just indefensible - it is a
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hindrance to the already complex journey toward
peace,” they added.

The agency employs over 13,000 people in Gaza
alone and provides vital services to the Palestinian
territory’s population.

UN specialrapporteur FrancescaAlbanese warned
last week that the suspension of aid based on the
alleged actions of a handful of employees could be
considered collective punishment and a violation of
the Genocide Convention.

Russia: U.S.
provokes Ukraine
to continue war

Washington's supplies to Kiev will in no way
affect the course or results of the special military
operation, they only make things worse for the
Ukrainians themselves, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said.

“As for surprises - yes, the United States, as a
direct participant in this conflict, maintains and
increases the degree of its direct involvement in
this conflict, continues to provoke the Kiev regime
to continue the war. This can in no way affect the
course of the special military operation. And this can
in no way affect the outcome of the special military
operation, all goals will be achieved,” Peskov said,
TASS reported.

South Korea
summons Russian
envoy

The South Korean foreign ministry on Saturday
summoned Russia’s envoy in Seoul to lodge a
complaint over Moscow’s criticism of recent remarks
by South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol on North
Korea's pursuit of a nuclear arsenal.

Jung Byung-won, South Korea's deputy foreign
minister for political affairs, summoned Russian
Ambassador Georgy Zinoviev on Saturday afternoon
to stress that Moscow lashing out at Yoon's
remarks would only have a negative impact on the
relationship between the two countries, Reuters
reported.

“Deputy Minister Jeong said that it was very
regrettable that Russia ignored the truth and
unconditionally protected North Korea while
criticizing the leader’s remarks in extremely rude
language, and emphasized that this would only
worsen Korea-Russia relations,” the ministry said in
astatement.

On Jan 31, Yoon described North Korea as the only
country in the world to legalize the preemptive use
of nuclear weapons as tensions escalated over a
series of weapons tests by the North since the start
of the year.

Thousands gather
for pro-Palestine
protest in London

Thousands of pro-Palestine protesters descended
on London, with hundreds of police officers on duty.

An estimated 10,000 demonstrators set off from
Portland Place at noon, moving through Regent
Street, Haymarket and Piccadilly, standard.co.uk
reported.

People carried banners which read “end the
killing” that were accompanied by harrowing images
of Israel’s bloodshed in Gaza since October 7.

Others declared “free the children”, “freedom to
Palestine” and “Boycott Israel.

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) said
it was the “eighth national march held for the
Palestinian people over the past four months.

PSC director Ben Jamal said: “We are marching
again because we know we are on the right side of
history and we will stand always with the oppressed
and never with the oppressor””

Officers disrupted the march in Haymarket, where
two women were arrested.

Ahead of the march, Deputy Assistant
Commissioner Matt Ward, who is leading the policing
operation, said: “We respect the right of people to
protest, but other Londoners and visitors have rights
as well.

Organizers have accused the Metropolitan Police
of being “politicized and repressive”.
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Discover ‘Lost Paradise’ en route to Shiraz

TEHRAN - The Bostanak Canyon Protected
Area, nestled near the ancient city of Shiraz in
southern Iran, is a haven of nature, encompass-
ing lush forests, flowing waters, and majestic

mountains within the Davarzan Dam watershed.

Renowned as Behesht-e Gomshodeh, or the
“Lost Paradise,” Bostanak Canyon is a breathtak-
ing valley nestled in the central Zagros Moun-
tains.

Stretching eastwards towards Dena Mountain,
this region has historically held local and regional
acclaim, serving as the summer retreat for Kam-
firuz and Beyza residents.

As mentioned by Visit Iran, Bostanak Canyon owes
its significance to favorable climatic conditions, cas-
cading natural waterfalls, and an abundance of water
from mountain springs. The valley’s bedrock, teeming
with diverse plant species and unique regjonal fauna,
contributes to its allure, making it a prime destination
for tourism enthusiasts.

The strategic geographical positioning of Bos-
tanak Canyon, flanking the northern and north-
western routes of Fars province, provides easy
access to iconic landmarks such as the Persepolis
monument, Nagsh-e Rostam, and Pasargadae.

The region’s proximity to natural wonders like
the Margon Waterfall and Boraq Canyon adds to
its appeal. Coupled with the amenities offered in
Behesht-e Gomshodeh, this area stands out as a
special destination for nature lovers.

Furthermore, the allure of Bostanak Canyon ex-
tends to the nearby village of Dashtak, contributing
to the overall charm of this tourism-rich region.
With its unparalleled natural beauty and historical
significance, Bostanak Canyon emerges as a hidden
gem waiting to be explored, offering a glimpse into
the mesmerizing landscapes of southem Iran.

Sacred Defense Museum offers free
admission during Ten-Day Dawn celebrations

TEHRAN - Entry to Tehran’s Sacred De-
fense Museum is free from Feb. 1to 11, which
marks the 45th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution, known as the Ten-Day Dawn cel-
ebrations.

The epic-scale Sacred Defense Museum
does bargain something different in mod-
ern Iranian history where you can delve into
wreckages of rockets, tanks, rifles, ves-
sels, mortars, radars, air defense systems,
grounded jets, military supplies, and artillery
pieces amongst others.

The museum is equipped with a state-of-
the-art visual system, including projections
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and video walls, while audio recordings rel-
evant to each period contribute to its charm.
The recreation of the liberation of the city of
Khorramshahr using virtual exhibits and vid-
eo projections is among the main features of
the museum, where a replica of the Khorram-
shahr mosque is adorned with creamy and
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The 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq, locally marked as
Sacred Defense, was launched by the order
of former Iragi President Saddam Hussein
nearly 19 months after the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution. It was the second-longest
war of the 20th century after the Vietnam
War.
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en the mutual influence between
handicrafts and the tourism in-
dustry, focusing on handicrafts as
travel souvenirs contributes sig-
nificantly to the development of the
tourism industry.

Initiatives such as establishing
handicraft markets, organizing cul-
tural and artistic festivals, promot-
ing craft villages, and more, aimed
at attracting and increasing the
stay of travelers and tourists, can
substantially support the devel-
opment of both the handicraft and
tourism industries in the region.

Home to 13 cities and three vil-
lages registered by the World Crafts
Council as craft hubs, the country
looks towards the future to address
many societal needs, including job
creation, preservation of culture
and traditions, support for domes-
tic production, increased household
income, and the enhancement of the
standard of living for rural house-
holds.

Examining the historical trajec-
tory of handicrafts in Iran reveals
proficiency in skills such as pottery,
textile weaving, plasterwork, callig-
raphy, and metalwork throughout
different historical periods.

Among the oldest and most pro-
lific handicrafts in Iran are ceram-
ics and pottery, which are visible in
historical sites and museums scat-
tered across the country.

Experts believe the impact of
age-old handicrafts extends far
beyond the creation of beautiful
artifacts but serves as a cultural
bridge that encourages travelers to
explore the intricacies of the ancient
land.

handicrafts economy

Speaking to the Tehran Times,
Mohammad Tavakkoli, a seasoned
traveler, said the intricate dance
between culture and commerce,
handicrafts play a pivotal role in
bolstering the economy of local
communities.

“The economic implications of
this sector are profound, offering
employment opportunities and act-
ing as a catalyst for the growth of
small-scale industries in both urban
centers and rural areas.”

“This way, the country establish-
es a secure economic path along-
side other economic initiatives,’
Tavakkoli highlighted.

Moreover, Tavakkoli underscored
adherence to proper quality when
it comes to handicrafts as they are
famed worldwide. “To harness the
potential of handicrafts for tourism
development, the produced items
must meet recognized standards
and bear the seal of authenticity””

He said when tourists are assured
of the standard, authenticity, and
price of the products, the demand
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increases, providing a boost to the
local economy and ensuring the
sustainability of both the handicraft
industry and the tourism sector.

A travel professional, Majid Ke-
shani, reminds us of “the profound
impact of handicrafts on rural and
tribal economies”, saying they are
rooted in “their historical signifi-
cance.

“Serving as a vital source of in-
come for local households, hand-
icrafts play a crucial role in sus-
taining rural and tribal livelihoods,”
Keshani told the Tehran Times.

He noted that handicrafts as-
sume a fundamental role in the eco-
nomic landscape of rural and tribal
areas, complementing agricultural
activities.

“A main reason for emphasizing
handicrafts lies in their contribution
to sustainable household incomes,
employment opportunities, and
easy access to raw materials.”

Keshani underlines the preserva-
tion of those ancient skills through

ations, reverse migration, new mar-
kets, and above all, governmental
support.

“Development of handicrafts,
given their longstanding presence
in the rural economy, stands as one
of the most essential strategies for
generating employment in rural ar-
eas”

Another tourism insider, Abbas
Asadi, believes the mutual role of
handicrafts in the development of
rural tourism and vice versa is un-
deniable.

He says this artistic endeav-
or becomes particularly relevant
during times when agriculture and
animal breeding face challenges. It
has become a key factor in gener-
ating income for rural households,
filling leisure time, reducing unem-
ployment, and curbing extensive
seasonal or permanent migration,
a social issue often faced by these
communities.

“If adequately supported, handi-
crafts can serve as a powerful tool
in curbing rural migration, combat-
ing unemployment, and fostering
regional economic development,’
Asadi said.

The synergetic relationship be-
tween tourism and the handicrafts
economy is undeniably a powerful
catalyst for socio-economic devel-
opment in particular for regional
communities. Such a dynamic in-
terplay not only elevates the trav-
el experience for visitors but also
breathes life into the veins of the
handicraft economy.

All and all, each beautifully craft-
ed artifact is a piece of the nation’s
soul that visitors to Iran bring home.

Mazandaran’s hospitality sector gains 400 extra beds

TEHRAN - 15 new hotel apartments and ac-
commodation centers have been inaugurated
in Iran’s Mazandaran province as part of the
Ten-Day Dawn celebrations, which marks the

45th anniversary of
the Islamic Revolu-
tion.

The provincial
tourism chief Hos-
sein |zadi on Saturday
highlighted thesignif-
icance of these new
projects, stating that
they contribute to the
ongoing efforts to
enhance the tourism
infrastructure in the
northern province.

With the imple-
mentation of these
initiatives, the prov-
ince now boasts
over 1,250,000 of-
ficial accommoda-
tion units, including
hotels, motels, hotel

apartments, guesthouses, and eco-lodg-
es, all geared towards providing services to
travelers.

The recent additions include the opening of
two hotel apartments and 13 eco-lodge accom-
modations during the Ten-Day-Dawn celebra-
tions, resulting in the incorporation of 400 new
beds to the overall accommodation capacity,
Izadi explained.

The official underlined that this development
comes as part of Mazandaran’s commitment
to expanding and diversifying its hospitality of-
ferings for tourists.

The picture-perfect province has long been
a highly popular destination for domestic trav-
elers. Its varied nature features plains, prairies,
forests, and rainforests stretching from the
sandy beaches of the Caspian Sea to the rugged
and snowcapped Alborz range, including Mount
Damavand, one of the highest peaks and volca-
nos in Asia.

More than 800 registered historical and cul-
tural sites, 338 km of shoreline, mineral springs
in jungles and mountains, waterfalls, and caves
are among the major tourist attractions in the
province.

Goal of attracting two million foreign
tourists per annum

Last September, Mazandaran's governor
general announced a development program to
attract more foreign tourists, saying “We have
set a goal to host two million foreign tourists
per annum by the end of the current Iranian ad-
ministration [of President Ebrahim Raisi]”

In terms of having diverse and numerous
capacities in the historical, natural, and cul-
tural fields, Mazandaran is the center of the
presence of millions of travelers from within
the country, but the fact that these capacities
have remained unknown for potential foreign
travelers, Seyyed Mahmoud Hosseinipour ex-
plained.

New archaeological discoveries in Abu Dhabi
shed light on Umm an-Nar Bronze Age culture

New findings demonstrate the resil-
ience and inventiveness of local Bronze
Age societies (Umm an-Nar Bronze Age
culture), as well as the emirate’s role in
regional and international trade, nearly
65 years after the first archaeological
excavations in Abu Dhabi.

Arecurring theme at Abu Dhabi exca-
vation sites has been the use of natural
resources, such as copper, pearls, plas-
ter, and freshwater, to facilitate interna-
tional trade, sustain communities, and
establish prosperity.

Archaeologists from the Abu Dha-
bi Department of Culture and Tourism
(DCT Abu Dhabi) kicked off the new ar-
chaeological season by announcing dis-
coveries from the Umm Nar Bronze Age
culture (2700-2000 BC) on Sas Al Nakhl
Island.

Recent excavations on Sas Al Nakhl
Island, also known as Umm an-Nar,
have revealed bitumen from ancient
Mesopotamia (modemn-day Iraq) that
was used to waterproof pottery, as well
as a clay-lined storage pit. One frag-
ment, which bears the impression of
wood and two pieces of rope, was most
likely part of a Bronze Age boat.

Sas Al Nakhl also referred to locally
as Umm an-Nar, which means “mother
of fire” or “the place of fire,” is situated
close to the contemporary city center.
Ashes and dark soil, which result from
fires, cover large areas of the site, which
may be the reason for this name. The
island has given the Bronze Age Umm
an-Nar culture its name because it was
the first site of this era to be excavated
in the area.

Finds from the recent excavations in-
clude a well-preserved assemblage of
over 30,000 bones revealing new insights
into the Bronze Age diet. This diet con-
sisted mostly of fish and seabirds. Large
animal bones discovered gathered around
a large, circular fireplace point to ritualis-
tic or group activities. A few of the bones
have been fashioned into spindles and
spatulas, among other things.

These new findings indicate that it
was also a thriving port of significant
international  importance  between
2800 and 2200 BC, trading with Mes-
opotamia and the Indus Valley (mod-
ern-day Pakistan and India).

Bitumen from the site has been
traced back to sources in ancient Mes-
opotamia (modern-day Iraq), where it

was used to waterproof pottery and a
clay-lined storage pit. One large frag-
ment bears the impression of wood and
two pieces of rope, indicating that this
was likely once part of the waterproof-
ing on the hull of a Bronze Age boat,
providing evidence of the long history of
seafaring.

Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chair-
man of Department of Culture & Tour-
ism Abu Dhabi, said: “Our Founding Fa-
ther Sheikh Zayed was instrumental in
driving understanding of Abu Dhabi’s
history through his passion for the land
and people of the United Arab Emirates.
DCT Abu Dhabi’s ambitious archaeology
programme is a commitment to perpet-
uate that legacy to discover, preserve,
and educate about our country’s past”

Abu Dhabi currently has seven ac-
tive excavation sites. Excavations are
scheduled for the 2023-24 season in
Al Ain, Sas Al Nakhl, Ghagha Island, the
westernmost island of the United Arab
Emirates, where DCT Abu Dhabi archae-
ologists have discovered 8500-year-
old structures, and Delma Island, where
they are uncovering a 7,000-year-old
settlement.

(Source: Arkeonews)



GSI, ATES sign MOU on geology,
Silk Road

TEHRAN -The Geological Survey
and Mineral Exploration of Iran (GSI)
and the Association for Trans-Eur-
asia Exchange and Silk-Road Civi-
lization Development (ATES) have
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) to exchange infor-
mation in the field of geology and
civilization of the Silk Road.

This memorandum was signed by
Reza Shahbazi, the president of GSI,
and Fahu Chen, the head of ATES,
from the Institute of Tibetan Plateau
Research, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences, on the sidelines of the third
International Conference on Quater-
nary Sciences, ISNA reported.

Organized by the Iranian Qua-
ternary Association (IRQUA), the
International Conference was held
in Tehran from January 29 to Feb-
ruary 1.

“Natural Processes and Geohaz-
ards” was one of the topics dis-
cussed by experts and earth sci-
ences attending the conference.

Razyeh Lak, head of the board, at
the closing ceremony of the third in-
ternational quaternary conference,
said IRQUA like the International
Quaternary Research Association
(INQUA), promotes international
communication and cooperation
in the experimental and applied
aspects of quaternary research, to

contributes to practical methods
in assessing the scale and rate of
global environmental change.

Talking about applied research
topics related to Quaternary sci-
ences, she said climate change, cli-
mate modeling, coastal and marine
processes, man and biosphere, hu-
man origin/ evolution and environ-
mental effects, stratigraphy and
chronology, risk assessment and
terrestrial process, deposit and his-
tory are among the most important
subjects of applied researches.

She went on to say that IRQUA is
determined to develop its regional
and international cooperation net-
work in Asia in the coming years

Indian Ocean

Java

within the structure of universities,
institutes, associations, and differ-
ent centers related to quaternary
sciences.

In addition to structural devel-
opment, the promotion of research,
definition, and the continuation and
completion of ongoing projects, the
development of public education
will also be planned.

Third Intl. Conference on Qua-
ternary Sciences

This conference was held both
in-person and online with a full
scientific program, field trips, and
workshops that provided a plat-
form for presenting state-of-the-
art research on Quaternary science

in Iran and elsewhere, and a unique
opportunity for networking and
collaboration.

The IRQUA international confer-
ence generally takes place every 2
years and offers a diverse program
around five main themes that are
critical in understanding the ongo-
ing societal and climate challenges.

It aimed at improving partici-
pants’ understanding of the re-
lationship between the different
natural and anthropogenic factors
and processes that shape the Qua-
ternary environment, landscape,
and climate, human evolution, and
ancient civilizations

Quaternary sciences are criti-
cal in contributing the necessary
knowledge to face current societal
challenges and mitigate the ongo-
ing climate change.

To this end, the IRQUA aimed
to convene the Iranian and inter-
national Quaternary scientists to
present their work and discuss the
processes and mechanisms that
shaped the landscape, environ-
ments, civilizations, and ecosys-
tems of the past 2.5 million years.

Exchanging research interests
on the global and regional scale and
promoting interdisciplinary studies
in Quaternary science was another
goal of the conference.

Baram Alwan registered as Iran’s 26th wetland
on Ramsar Convention

TEHRAN -Baram Alwan wetland, locat-
ed in the southwestern province of Kohgi-
luyeh-Boyerahmad, and surrounded by the
Zagros mountains, has recently been in-
scribed on the Ramsar List.

It is the 26th wetland in Iran designated as
a wetland of international importance, IRNA
reported.The wetland with an area of about
14 hectares is located near the gypsum hills,
and its depth varies from 12 to 30 meters.

Having stunning natural scenery and plant
and animal diversity, the wetland is consid-
ered one of the tourist attractions of the
province.

Baram Alwan wetland is home to migra-
tory birds from distant regions such as Si-
beria. The wetland’s surrounding area is cov-
ered with rare plants such as reeds, nettle,
hawthorn, and manna shrubs.

The rich vegetation of Baram Alwan wet-
land has provided a suitable habitat for all
kinds of animals. Phytoplanktons are the
main food of fish and other aquatic animals
of the wetland and carp is the dominant fish

‘Climate change impact on Iran
doubles world average’

The effects of climate change on Iran has more than doubled on av-
erage compared to other parts of the world, while southern provinces
of the country are more likely to bear the consequences, secretary of
environmental policy at the center for strategic studies affiliated to the

presidential office has said.

“The Hoomand-Absard station in Damavand county in northeast of
Tehran experienced a temperature increase of 2.7 °C over the past 50

species in this wetland.

The wetland plays an important role in pre-
serving the biodiversity of the region.

The inclusion of Baram Alwan in the list of
Wetlands of International Importance was
announced on Friday on the occasion of World
Wetlands Day which is celebrated every year
on February 2. This year World Wetlands Day
was celebrated in Mazandaran province,
Ramsar city.

The Day aims to raise global awareness
about the vital role of wetlands for people and
the planet. The theme of World Wetlands Day
2024 was Wetlands and human wellbeing.

Importance of wetlands

Wetlands are ecosystems saturated with
water, either seasonally or permanently. They
store water and ensure its quality, providing
resilience against drought. They play a cen-
tral role in sustainable development by sup-
plying all our fresh water.

Wetlands play a major role in protecting
the land against floods and the impacts of
storms. They provide food and diverse habi-
tats that support genetic, species, and eco-
system biodiversity. Wetlands play a key role
in the life cycles of many species and annual
migration patterns.

Unfortunately, wetlands are being degrad-
ed and lost due to pollution, overexploita-
tion, climate change, and human population
growth. In recognition of these challenges,
the RAMSAR Convention, an international
treaty, was adopted in 1971.

ENGLISH IN USE

Ramsar Wetlands are sites inscribed on the
List of Wetlands of International Importance
(the “Ramsar List”) under the Convention on
Wetlands.

The Convention on Wetlands is an in-
tergovernmental treaty that provides the
framework for the conservation and wise use
of wetlands and their resources.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecological value
with an area of over 3 million hectares have
been identified, of which 25 wetlands are
designated as wetlands of international im-
portance (registered in the Ramsar Conven-
tion) covering more than 1.4 million hectares
and four sites are biosphere reserves.

Some 43 percent of the country’s wetlands
have the potential to become a source of sand
and dust storms (SDSs), Sedigeh Modarres,
an official with the DOE, stated.

Wetland Cities Accreditation Scheme

The Wetland City Accreditation Scheme is
an important opportunity for cities and local
governments to integrate wetland conser-
vation and sustainable management with
sustainable development and delivery of vital
services.

Amid rising pressure to tackle the climate,
pollution, and biodiversity crises together,
urban wetlands offer valuable nature-based
solutions for healthier, prosperous, and sus-
tainable societies.

The Convention was adopted in the Iranian
northern city of Ramsar in 1971and came into
force in 1975.
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years, while over the past 100 years, the temperature rise was about 0.76

°C” ISNA quoted Mohammad Darvish as saying on Tuesday.

Climate change impact is increasing in southern part of the country,
among which Yazd province’s condition has raised concern, he said, add-
ing, the industries operating in the province must reduce their depen-

dency on water, otherwise water scarcity might worsen in the region.
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Climate change hampering Malaria elimination

TEHRAN —Climate change and the floods that
hit the southeastern neighboring country two
years ago, have jeopardized the malaria eradi-
cation program and caused the cases of malaria
infection to spike from less than 1,000 to around
10,000, an official with the Health Ministry has
said.

Hossein Farshidi made the remarks at the
closing ceremony of the 7th International Confer-
ence on Climate Change that was held in Tehran,
IRNA reported.

Malaria is a mosquito-borne infectious dis-
ease that affects humans and other animals; the
disease is most commonly spread by an infected
female Anopheles mosquito. The mosquito bite
introduces the parasites from the mosquito’s sa-
livainto a person’s blood.

It causes symptoms that typically include fe-
ver, tiredness, vomiting, and headaches. In severe
cases, it can cause yellow skin, seizures, coma,
or death. Symptoms usually begin ten to fifteen
days after being bitten by an infected mosquito.

According to the Malaria eradication program,
the number of cases afflicted with the disease
should still be zero or under a thousand. Howev-
er, within a year the number of malaria cases has
reached 10 thousand people and the patients are
hospitalized.

Pointing out that climate change has increased
malaria transmission, he added, “Climate change
has also contributed to the increase in the num-
ber of other diseases such as asthma and similar
cases.’The increase in temperature is directly as-
sociated with an increase in the causes of deaths
and disabilities, specifically cardiovascular dis-
eases, Farshidi added.

Stating that the challenge is a universal one
observed in most countries, he said, a country, a
region, or a continent cannot take action by itself
to deal with climate change impacts. Since it is
affecting human health, we all have to cooperate
to maintain human health.

Farshidi went on to say that the Ministry of
Health and Medical Education has developed a
section to act based on documents and scientific
capacities in response to climate change.

All the organizations involved in this challenge,
such as the ministries of Health, Industry and
Mining, Agriculture, Transport, and Urban De-
velopment, should work together to mitigate the
impacts of climate change and its consequences.

According to the World Health Organization,
13 million people die each year due to environ-
mental factors in the world, and it is increasing
worldwide. 6 billion people live in areas of the
world that are highly susceptible to the conse-
quences of climate change, including our country,
he added.

Many different factors caused by climate
change affect human health in both direct and
indirect ways. These are all man-made factors.
To avoid the situation getting worse, health-pro-
moting steps must be taken for each action, Far-
shidi concluded.

Malaria elimination in Iran

In 2022, no indigenous case of malaria ap-
peared in Iran for three years in a row, so the
country was about to receive a certificate of ma-
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laria eradication from the World Health Organi-
zation.

There are 20 countries in the world that are
moving towards the elimination of malaria; in
the Eastern Mediterranean region, Iran is at the
forefront.

If a country passes three years with no indig-
enous cases, the World Health Organization will
grant it a certificate of malaria eradication.

There are about six species of Anopheles mos-
quitoes in Iran, of which there are no more than
two or three species, which are actively involved
in disease transmission in the south and south-
east, and the rest are in the northern Zagros,
from which there is no malaria transmission.

In April 2023, a Health Ministry official said
that not a single death due to malaria was re-
ported in the country over the past eight months
of the current Iranian calendar year (started in
March 2023).

“Over the past eight months, we have faced a
four-fold increase in the incidence of malaria in
the country, but fortunately, there have been no
cases of death or local transmission of this dis-
ease,” Abdorreza Mir-Oliyaee said.

The endemic areas of malaria in Iran include
the southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan province
as well as the southern provinces of Hormozgan
and Kerman, he added, ISNA reported.

In areas of Sistan-Baluchestan that share a
border with Pakistan, one of the factors of the
increase in the disease can be the increase in
traffic through the unofficial border crossing, he
explained.

“Another reason was the occurrence of floods
in some states of Pakistan, and following this in-
cident, the growth of malaria is not far from ex-
pected in the susceptible region”

According to the WHO 2017 malaria report, the
incidence rate of malaria in Iran has decreased
significantly from 12,000 people in 2000 to 57 in
2017.

Between 2000 and 2014, the number of ma-
laria-related deaths fell by 40 percent world-
wide, from an estimated 743,000 to 446,000.

Resilient cities can deal with climate change

Moving toward creating and developing resil-
ient cities is the best way possible to deal with
climate change, Sahar Tajbakhah, the head of the
Iran Metrological Organization, has said.

Fortunately, the window of compatibility with
climate change is still open, IRNA quoted Taj-
bakhsh as saying.

She made the remarks at the Seventh Interna-
tional Conference on Climate Change in Tehran.

Referring to the reports about weather in West
Asia, Tajbakhsh noted that the highest tempera-
ture rise has been recorded in Iran and Iraq and
the highest rainfall decline has been recorded in
Afghanistan and Azerbaijan.

Urban resilience is the ability or capacity of a
city to survive and thrive in the face of disaster,
any kind of disaster. It turns out that the capaci-
ties that cities and countries need to survive and
thrive in the face of all these different threats are
pretty broad.

Safeguarding borders in harsh winter

Even in freezing temperatures, soldiers are protecting the country’s borders in the north-

western Ardabil province.
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53rd IFFR selects Oktay Baraheni’s “The Old
Bachelor” as winner of Big Screen Award

-

TEHRAN-The the 53rd

winners of
International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR)
were announced on Friday at the IFFR Award
Ceremony in Rotterdam, the Netherlands,
where the Iranian film “The Old Bachelor”
written and directed by Oktay Baraheni won
one of the main awards.

The 192-minute drama, which had its world
premiere at the festival, won the VPRO Big
Screen Award, ISNA reported.

On selecting the film as the winner, the jury
stated: “Gripping from start to finish, this
film left a strong impression on the jury long
after it had ended.

Exploring powerful themes of patriarchy,
misogyny, love, violence and tragedy, this
film is a masterclass in storytelling, through
its gripping, nuanced dialogue, exquisite
attention to detail and its development of
tension, which simmers throughout the film
until it reaches boiling point in the final,
explosive act. It is a deeply visceral cinematic
experience that takes you captive along with
its characters as their world encloses around
them.

Weare surethat the viewers willappreciate
the powerful performances from the central
cast, who so captivatingly portray a family at
breaking point.”

The movie tells the story of two middle-
aged brothers who live with their bullying
father. A man prone to rages and driven by

chauvinism, the father’s abusiveness found
his second wife leaving him and now he
picks on his eldest son. When the man rents
out the flat above to a young woman, with
intentions of marrying her, the woman'’s
attraction to the older son slowly pushes
this profoundly damaged family to breaking
point.

Leila Hatami, Hamed Behdad, Hassan
Pourshirazi, Mohamad-Reza Davoudnejad,
Reza Rouygari, Mohammad Valizadegan,
and Babak Hamidian are in the cast among
others.

The Big Screen Competition presented a
selection of 12 titles at this year’s festival,
bridging the gap between popular, classicand
arthouse cinema. “The Old Bachelor,” as the
winner of the section, receives a guaranteed
theatrical release in the Netherlands and
will be broadcast on Dutch TV by VPRO and
NPO. The award is accompanied by a €30,000
($32,500) prize, shared equally between
the filmmaker and the distributor who will
release the film.

In the IFFR’s trademark Tiger Competition
section, which celebrates the innovative
and adventurous spirit of up-and-coming
filmmakers, the jury granted three prizes.
“Rei” by Tanaka Toshihiko from Japan won
the Tiger Award, and “Kiss Wagon” by Midhun
Murali from India won and “Flathead” by
Jaydon Martin from Australia won Special
Jury Awards.

Since its foundation in 1972, the IFFR has
maintained a focus on independent and
experimental filmmaking by showcasing
emerging talents and established auteurs.
The annual film festival also places a focus
on presenting cutting-edge media art and
arthouse film, with most of the participants
in the short film program identified as
artists or experimental filmmakers. The IFFR
is approximately comparable in size to other
major European festivals such as Cannes,
Venice, Berlin, and Locarno.

Cartoon of Day

Tent In Gaza

Cartoonist: Mohammad Sabaaneh from Palestine

2024 Fajr Film Festival announces
international lineup

TEHRAN-The 42nd edition of
the Fajr Film Festival, Iran’s most
important film event, revealed the
lineup for its international section on
Friday.n the Cinema Salvation (Main
Competition Section), a diverse range
of films will compete for top honors.

Notable entries include “The
Shadow of Catire” a Venezuelan-
Mexican co-production by Jorge
Hernandez Aldana, “Deserts” by
Faouzi Bensaidi from Morocco,
and “Upon Entry”, co-directed by
Alejandro Rojas and Juan Sebastian
Vasquez from Spain.

“Mighty Afrin. In the Time of
Floods” by Angelos Rallis from
Greece, “The Coldest City” by Feng
Yang from China, “The Best Century
of My Life” by Alessandro Bardani
from lItaly, “Stolen” by Karan Tejpal
from India, and “Blaga’s Lessons” by
Stephan Komandarev from Bulgaria
will also go on screen in this section.

Iranian cinema will also be well
represented with films such as a
co-production between Iran and
Bangladesh by Iranian director
Morteza Atashzamzam, “Summer of
the Same Year” by Mahmoud Kalari
and “The Morning of Execution” by
Behrouz Afkhami.

Eastern  Vista  (Competition
of Asian Films) section will
be showcasing a selection of
films including “If Only | Could
Hibernate” by Zoljargal Purevdash
from Mongolia, “A Summer in
Boujad” by Omar Mouldouira from
France, “Bauryna Salu” by Askat
Kuchinchirekov from Kazakhstan,
“From the End of the World” by
Kazuaki Kiriya from Japan, “Sakra”
co-directed by Donnie Yen and Kam
Ka-Wai from Hong Kong.

Additionally, the Festival of
Festivals section will feature films
such as “Plan 75” by Chie Hayakawa
from Japan, “The Substitute” by
Diego Lerman from Spain, “Semret”

A scene from “Mighty Afrin: In th
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by Caterina Mona from Switzerland,
“Domingo and the Mist” co-directed
by Ariel Escalante and Ariel Escalante
Meza from Costa Rica, “Farha” by
Darin J. Sallam from Jordan and
“Melody” a co-production of Iran and
Tajikistan by Iranian director Behrouz
Sebt Rasoul.A special section titled
“Palestine: Soul and Breath” will
also highlight poignant films like
“Frontiers of Dreams and Fears” and
“Children of Shatila”, both by Mai
Masri, and “Women Beyond Borders”
by Jean Chamoun, shedding light on
important stories from the region.

Moreover, the 25th edition of
the Iranian Film Market (IFM), a
key component of FIFF providing a
platform for producers, distributors,
and sales agents of films and TV
programs, is set to kick off on
February 7, welcoming participants
from 22 countries.

The International Section of the
prestigious 42nd Fajr International
Film Festival is scheduled to
commence on February 6 in the city
of TehranThis year’s edition of the

festival has attracted an impressive
total of 621 submissions from 87
countries, showcasing a diverse
range of cinematic talent from
around the globe.

In addition to Iran, countries such
asthe U.S,, France, India, Turkey, Italy,
Yemen, Brazil, Russia, Argentina,
Spain, Germany, Mexico, China,
Britain, Ireland, Irag, South Korea,
Bulgaria, Romania, Sweden, Greece,
Australia, Poland, Lebanon, Japan,
Hong Kong, and Syria have registered
their works for participation in the
international section of this edition.

The international section aims
to identify quality international and
national films and to strengthen
and encourage the production of
works aligned with Iranian cinema.
In this section, priority is given to
films dealing with topics seeking
justice, discouraging  oppression,
arrogance, global terrorism, violence
and extremism, encouraging Islamic
awakening, transcendent lifestyle,
family orientation, human rights,
highlighting moral, spiritual and

religious teachings, fighting against
discrimination, highlighting culture
and civilization through artistic
expression, and thus striving to
guide contemporary man towards
happinessThe national section of
the 42nd Fajr International Film
Festival kicked off on February 1. A
total of 37 movies are competing
in three sections, Sodaye-Simorgh
(the festival's main competition
section), New Perspective (first-
time filmmakers), and Animations.

The line-up comprises 22 Iranian
feature films in the main competition
section, 11films in the New Perspective
section, and 4 animated films in their
own specified section.

Hozeh Honari (Art Bureau) has
a strong presence at this year’s
edition with six films, promising a
cinematic journey through varied
genres, showcasing the depth and
diversity of the Iranian film industry.
Winners of various categories in both
national and international sections
will be announced on the last day of
the festival on February 11.

Jalilvand’s “Beyond the Wall” wins big at
Iranian Film Festival New York

TEHRAN-The winners of the 2nd Iranian Film
Festival New York (IrFFFNY) were announced on
the last day of the festival, which was held from
January 25 to February 2.

This year’s edition of the festival presented
a selection of acclaimed and award-winning
films from one of the world’s most vital and
distinguished national cinemas. From the total of
20 feature and short films presented at the event,
five titles won the festival awards, ILNA reported.

“Beyond the Wall” written and directed by
Vahid Jalilvand was the big winner of the festival
as it won the Special Jury Award and also shared
the Audience Award with “Subtraction” by Mani
Haghighi.

The third and latest film by Jalilvand, “Beyond
the Wall” is about a blind man named Ali who
attempts suicide, but is interrupted by his building
concierge; he then tells Ali about an escaped
woman, named Leila, who is hidden in the building.
Ali becomes determined to help Leila.

The film stars Navid Mohammadzadeh and
Amir Aghaei, who both worked with Jalilvand in his
previous film “No Date, No Signature,” which won
the Orizzonti Award for Best Actor and Director at
the 74th Venice Film Festival. The other members
of the cast include Diana Habibi, Saeed Dakh,
Danial Kheirikhah, and Alireza Kamali.

“Beyond the Wall” had earlier received several
nominations at the 79th Venice International
Festival and Asia Pacific Screen Awards.

The other movie that won the Audience Award,
“Subtraction,” happens in downtown Tehran where
Farzaneh, a young driving instructor, spots her
husband, Jalal, walking into a woman’s apartment.
When she confronts him, Jalal claims he was out
of town for work. He decides to check out the
building for himself. There, he meets a woman who
is the spitting image of Farzaneh. Her name is Bita.
Stunned, the two compare family photos: Bita's
husband also looks identical to Jalal.

Navid Mohammadzadeh, Taraneh Alidoosti, Ali
Bagheri, Saeed Changizian, and Gilda Vishki are in
the cast among others.

The Best Film Award went to “Empty Nets”
by Behrooz Karamizade. An Iran-Germany co-
production, it tells the story of Amir and Narges,
who have found genuine love in their coastal
hometown near the Caspian Sea. However, to
gain the approval of Narges’ wealthy family, Amir
requires a significant amount of money urgently.
Faced with limited options, he secures a job at
a nearby fishery, embarking on a perilous yet
profitable venture involving the illicit smuggling
of black-market caviar.

Hamidreza Abbasi and Sadaf Asgari play the
main roles in the film that won the special jury
award at the 57th Karlovy Vary International Film
Festival in Czech last July.

“A Childless Village” by Reza Jamali received
the Artistic or Technical Achievement Award. As
suggested by the title, the funny film-in-film

comedy is about a small rural village, where no
children have been born for a while and all the men
assume that it is the fault of the women.

Two decades ago, old filmmaker Kazem came to
this remote rural village to make a documentary
about the barrenness of the village women. But
the village women wanted to protect their dignity,
so they stole and burnt the footage.

By today, the villagers have found out that the
men are sterile and there is nothing wrong with
the women. With the help of his assistant, Kazem
tries to record some interviews with the infertile
men to unfold the truth in a new movie, but this
turns out in many ways to be a Mission: Impossible.

The Best Short Film Award was given to
“Nietzschean Suicide” written and directed by
Payam Kurdistani.

A suicide pharmacy owner tries to delay the
suicide of the only midwife in his city until after
his pregnant wife gives birth. Out of his efforts
comes a novel suicide method that can revive his
customers’ will to live.

Sal Galofaro, Tabassom Ostad, and Rory O'Brien
play in the 15-minute flick

The Iranian Film Festival New York aims to unite
two strands of Iranian moviemaking - the classic
art-house Iranian cinema beloved by cinephiles
around the world and new cutting-edge works
that showcase the adventurousness and daring
nature of younger Iranian directors.

Laurie Anderson ends German professorship after
criticism of Palestine support

Theartist,musicianand filmdirector
Laurie Anderson has withdrawn from
a guest professorship at a university
in Germany after officials took issue
with her support for a 2021 statement
by Palestinian artists titled Letter
Against Apartheid.

The decision, announced days
before Anderson is due to receive a
lifetime achievement award at this
year's Grammys, adds to the wave
of cultural events that have been
scrapped in Germany after artists
expressed views deemed by officials to
be anti-Israel, The Guardian reported.

Late last week the Folkwang
University of Arts in Essen said it had

“engaged in talks” with Anderson -
whose works include the 1981 single
“O Superman” and the 2015 film
“Heart of a Dog’ dedicated to her
late husband, Lou Reed - after her
name surfaced among the thousands
of artists who had backed the open
letter, which called for “an immediate
and unconditional cessation of Israeli
violence against Palestinians”.

The university said it believed that art,
culture and science are places “where
contentious issues are kept in check”.

lts statement continued: “It has
now become apparent that, in 2021,
Laurie Anderson publicly supported
the Palestinian artists’ ‘Letter Against

Apartheid’ appeal, which, among other
things, takes up calls for boycotts by
the anti-Israel BDS movement” it said.
“In light of the now public question
regarding her political stance, Laurie
Anderson has decided to withdraw
from the professorship.”

While the open letter in question
does not directly make reference to
the boycott, divest and sanctions
movement, which was labelled by the
German parliament as antisemitic
in 2019, it calls on governments to
apply sanctions and to “cut trade,
economic and cultural relations”.

The statement also included
remarks from Anderson. “For me the

question isn't whether my political
opinions have shifted. The real
question is this: Why is this question
being asked in the first place?”
she said. “Based on this situation |
withdraw from the project.”

The decision came weeks after
it was announced that Anderson
would follow in Marina Abramovic’s
footsteps as the second artist
to take up the university’s Pina
Bausch  guest  professorship.
“Throughout her eventful artistic
career, Laurie Anderson has created
groundbreaking works - in visual
arts, theater, experimental music
and technology alike,” the university
said in a statement at the time.
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