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eX'panSion Of ties as a xy TEHRAN - Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-

TEHRAN - Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji,
who traveled to Venezuela on Wednesday,
has visited with Venezuela’s senior officials
including the country’s oil and foreign min-
isters to explore ways to expand economic
ties.

Exporting technical-engineering services,
following up on the construction of extrater-
ritorial refineries, overhauling Venezuela’s
refineries, and marketing for Iranian private
companies active in the oil industry, espe-
cially in the field of petrochemicals have been
the main topics discussed during the visits
with Pedro Tellechea, Venezuela’s Oil Minis-
ter, and Yvan Gil Pinto, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and other officials of this country.

In these meetings, the two sides discussed
issues related to the development of oil and
gas relations and followed-up on the prog-
ress of ongoing refining, petrochemical, in-
frastructure, and gas transmission projects.

Venezuela, as Iran’s top oil partner in Latin
America, has a very good capacity in the oil
industry. This country has the largest oil re-
serves in the world and has many refining,
petrochemical, » Page 4

Tehran, Riyadh eye
closer tourism ties
in post-diplomatic
reconciliation

TEHRAN — In another step towards fos-
tering stronger travel ties between Tehran
and Riyadh, Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Minster Ezzatollah Zargha-
mi, welcomed Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to
Tehran, Abdullah bin Saud Al-Anzi, for dis-
cussions aimed at boosting tourism coop-
eration between the two neighboring states.

The meeting, held on Saturday in Tehran,
saw positive remarks from Ambassador
Al-Anzi, who emphasized that there are no
obstacles to the development of tourism ties
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Recognizing
the abundant potential in both countries, he
expressed optimism about the prospects for
increased tourism collaboration.

“Iran and Saudi Arabia are two neighbor-
ing and brotherly countries with abundant
potential. These capacities can serve as an
opportunity for boosting tourism between
the two nations,” the envoy stated.

He further highlighted a recent visit to
Qom, during which he explored pilgrimage
sites and historical landmarks without en-
countering any issues, underlining the po-
tential for seamless tourism cooperation.

“We traveled to Qom and visited the pil-
grimage and historical places of the city and
there were no problems,” he said, adding that
Saudi Arabia is optimistic about tourism co-
operation with the Islamic Republic. » Page 6
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U.i. and Israel

Protesters in London don masks of UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and call for an end to the war in Gaza, January 6, 2024.

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The administration of U.S.
President Joe Biden has repeatedly claimed
that it wants to avoid a wider conflict in
West Asia since Israel launched its war on
Gaza on October 7.

However, Washington’s militaristic policy
contradicts its claims.

The US. has conducted new strikes

against Yemen, Iraq, and Syria over the past
days, raising fears of escalating the Gaza
war into a full-scale conflict.

On Saturday, the United States and United
Kingdom with the support of several other
countries carried out fresh attacks inside
Yemen. The CENTCOM said it launched “pro-
portionate” attacks with “support” from Aus-
tralia, Bahrain, Canada, Denmark, the Nether-

It is an illusion that US-UK attacks can deter Yemen

lands, and New Zealand.

Washington, London and their allies said
in a joint statement that thirty-six targets
were hit “across 13 locations around mid-
night Saturday”.

The statement said the strikes intended to
degrade the capabilities of Yemen's Ansarullah
movement over their military operations against
Israeli-linked ships in the Red Sea.» Page 5

recent aerial and missile assaults by the
United States and Britain in various regions
of Yemen.

Kanaani characterized these attacks as “a
blatant infringement upon Yemen’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,” also noting
them as “a grave violation of international
rights” by both the U.S. and Britain.

He emphasized the sustained unilateral
nature of these actions, portraying them as a
palpable and ominous threat to international
peace and security. Kanaani further elucidat-
ed that the military escapades undertaken by
the US. and Britain in the region persistent-
ly reveal a fundamentally misguided policy,
where violence becomes the chosen means to
pursue objectives that are generally perceived
as questionable and illegitimate, contradicting
repeated claims from Washington and London
about a disinterest in escalating war or en-
gagement in the geographical expanse.

Moreover, Kanaani highlighted the contin-
ued support extended by the US. and Britain
towards war crimes carried out by the Zionist
regime. He pointed out that their ongoing mil-
itary interventions in the region actively con-
tribute to the escalation of chaos, » Page 2

Constitutional Council
approves 14,200
candidates for upcoming

parliamentary election

TEHRAN- The Constitutional Council’'s spokes-
person, Hadi Tahan Nazif, has officially confirmed
the approval of over 750 candidates for the up-
coming parliamentary election.

He stated that a comprehensive evaluation
process resulted in the qualification of a total of
14,200 candidates, with the final week focusing
on scrutinizing appeal files.

Tahan Nazif emphasized that the names of
these qualified candidates will be promptly com-
municated to the Interior Minister, and the Consti-
tutional Council is set to conclude its evaluation
by February 8.

In addition to the parliamentary candidates,
Tahan Nazif addressed the ongoing evaluation of
Assembly of Experts candidates, indicating that
their appeals will be assessed until February 7.

He assured that any changes in the results
would be communicated to the candidates
promptly. The Constitutional Council remains
dedicated to ensuring a thorough and transparent
process ahead of the upcoming elections.

Mohammadreza Shahcheraghi, deputy minis-
ter of interior for political affairs and the head of
election headquarters, said around 59,000 polling
stations will be opened on the day of elections and
nearly 800,000 people will be involved in holding
the elections.

He added that parliamentary elections will be
competitive throughout the country.

Legislative elections will be held on March 1.

Iranian students rank
4th in TISF 2024

TEHRAN - Taiwan International Science
Fair (TISF) 2024 was held from January 28
to February 2 with the Iranian team ranking
fourth among 28 countries.

Mehrad Faridi and Ilya Haji from Iran
competed with 41teams during the five-day
event which was hosted by the capital city of
Taipei, IRIB reported.

I[ran ranked fourth next to Taiwan, the
United States, and Russia.

Taiwan International Science Fair

TISF is held under the auspices of Taiwan's
Ministry of Education. The 22nd annual Taiwan
International Science Fair (TSIF) opened
Monday, January 29, at the National Taiwan
Science Education Center, with 630 teachers
and students from 27 countries presenting
211 top projects. » Page 7
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Medal winners of
Olympiads honored

President Ebrahim Raisi presents a
gift to one of the winners of international
Olympiads at a ceremony in Tehran on
Sunday.

The outstanding achievements
of Iranian students in international
Olympiads have placed the country
among the top five nations in the world.

The educational system of other
countries is excellent, yet Iran is among
the top 5 countries in the world in the
international Olympiads, Elham Yavari,
the head of the National Organization
. for the Development of Brilliant Talents
(SAMPAD), has said.

| The Ministry of Education has approved
| a 20-year prospect for the elevation of
educational standards and improvement
of the educational system across the
country.

Are Indians fighting
in Gaza?

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- After 20 days of Israeli
bombardment of the Gaza Strip, on the
evening of 27 October, the Israeli military
started its large-scale air and ground
invasion of the coastal enclave, with the
stated goal of destroying Hamas and ending
its governance in the besieged territory.

By November 1, the first casualties of the
Israeli ground offensive were announced by
the regime’s military. Among the first Israeli
troops killed was Halel Solomon.

Solomon had migrated to the occupied
Palestinian territories from India and enlisted
in the Givati Brigades. He lived in Dimona, in
the occupied territories, which is infamously
home to the regime’s nuclear weapons
program. » Page 5
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TEHRAN PAPERS

Biden’s noisy show

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper
discussed the recent US. attacks. It wrote:
On Saturday morning, a few days after the
US. government threatened to revenge the
deadly attack on the country’s military base
on the border of Syria and Jordan, the US.
military operation in the Middle East against
the resistance forces was launched. Although
Washington’s diplomatic sources in their alleged
positions announced these attacks against the
IRGC advisory centers and its overseas branch in
Irag and Syria, the Islamic Republic has declared
that it did not have a base in any of the countries
targeted by the U.S. attacks and no losses have
been suffered and it was a strategic mistake
by Washington. The positions of the American
statesmen showed that Joe Biden is finding a
way to escape from the deadlock of the Gaza
war, which has imposed heavy damage costs on
his country and caused a wide wave of domestic
and foreign criticism. So, Biden has seen no
other way but to accuse the Islamic Republic and
launch a dramatic military attack in the Middle
East, the attacks that he tried to describe as
widespread, deterrent and damaging for Iran,
but the information that news sources published
about the scope and areas of American missile
operations showed the opposite of these claims.

Hamshabhri: Iranian drones are the focus of
Westerners

In an article, Hamshahri discussed the
capability of Iranian drones and the reaction
of Westerners and said: The death of three
American soldiers at a base on the border
of Jordan and Syria, in addition to increasing
tensions in the region, also had an important
point; once again, the name of Iranian drones
has become popular, because, after this attack,
the American officials claimed that this attack
was carried out by a “Shahed drone made in
Iran”. Although the American authorities have
not provided any documents for their claim, this
matter has caused the attention of the world

media to be attracted to Iranian drones once
again. Therefore, international experts believe
that Iranian drones have the ability to change the
nature of war in the region. In such a situation,
the Guardian newspaper investigated the
strategic features of Iranian drones in a report
and emphasized that Iranian drones change the
nature of war as they are “lethal”, “cheap” and
“abundant” weapons. This claim is made in a
situation where the Washington-Tel Aviv axis,
along with some European governments, are
increasingly escalating tensions throughout the
region.

Arman-e-Melli: Should the tension be
extended to a mutual military tension?

In a conversation with international relations
analyst Dr. Ali Bigdeli, Arman-e-Melli discussed
themostimportant developments caused by the
increase in tension between Iran and the United
States and wrote: The possibility of a military
attack by the United States on Iranis weak. In the
current situation, Biden is facing two important
challenges. The first is the election challenge,
which is representing a complicated situation,
and the second is the challenge of increasing
oil prices. For this reason, if he attacks Iran or
turns the level of tension into military tension,
he will not take such a risk considering that the
possibility of this tension intensifying is very
high. At the same time, there is a high possibility
that the Arab countries will be dragged to this
war. In the current situation, when European
countries are facing energy challenges and on
the other hand, they have threatened Russia,
the issue of energy is important for European
countries and America. Today, the value of
gasoline has increased for America. For this
reason, if the issue of gasoline is raised in the
election debates, it can be considered a weak
point for the Biden administration. For this
reason, | believe that the U.S. will not attack Iran
directly. However, the U.S. will show its strength
to the resistance groups in Syria and Iraq.

Iran envoy dismisses claims of U.S.
targeting positions, advisors in Iraq, Syria

TEHRAN- Iran’s Ambassador to Damascus,
Hossein Akbari, disavowed on Saturday
allegations that Iranian bases or military
advisors have been targeted in deadly strikes
by the U.S. forces on a number of sites in Iraq
and Syria.

On the contrary, he said that the U.S. attacks
were launched to devastate the Syrian civil
infrastructure amid the pro-Palestine actions
undertaken by the resistance front.

Akbari went on to add that the Biden
administration carried out a wave of attacks
to compensate for the blows that Israel
regime has received in its incursion into the
Gaza Strip.

“The U.S. has attacks positions in Iragq and
Syria in a bid to fortify armed Takfiri terrorists
based on the borders of Iraq and Syria,” he
continued.

The US. Central Command (CENTCOM) said
in a statement on Friday that its forces had
struck more than 85 targets “with numerous
aircraft” during overnight raids on localities in
Irag and Syria.

The Syrian state media reported that the
U.S. aggression targeted positions in Syria’s
eastern province of Dayr al-Zawr and the city
of al-Bukamal near the Iragi border, falling
short of providing details on the extent of
damage and the exact number of casualties.

Sixteen people were killed, among them
civilians, and 25 injured in overnight US.
airstrikes on targets in Irag, Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani’s office said.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser
Kanaani strongly condemned on Saturday the
U.S. military attacks on Iraq, Syria, and Yemen,
saying such attacks solely serve the interests
of the Zionist regime.

“The continuation of such adventures is
a threat to regional and global peace and
security,” he added.

Kanaani warned that such attacks with
further “embroil the US. government in the
region more than before and overshadow the
crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza””

Calling the attacks a “strategic mistake”
and a violation of the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Iraq and Syria, as well
as the international law and the UN Charter,
the spokesman said that such attacks have no
result other than the escalation of tension and
instability in the region.

The spokesman averred that the root cause
of regional crisis lies in “the full support of the
United States for four months of relentless
and brutal attacks by the Zionist regime
against the residents of Gaza and the West
Bank, as well as military attacks on Yemen
and violating the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the country.”

Kanaani reiterated Tehran’s warning over
the spillover of the conflict throughout the
region, warning that “continuation of such
adventures are a threat to regional and
international peace and security””

He added, “Iran reiterates the responsibility
of the international community and the United
Nations Security Council in preventing illegal
and unilateral US. attacks in the region and
the expansion of the scope of the crisis”

He stressed, “Tehran has repeatedly stated
that the root of the tension and crisis in the
region is the occupation of the Israeli regime
and the continuation of its military operations
in Gaza and the genocide of the Palestinians
with the unlimited support of the United
States”

Iran condemns U.S., Britain

From page 1 » insecurity, and
instability, seemingly creating a
strategic open space for a regime
accused of genocidal activities
against the Palestinian population.
In light of these developments,
Kanaani asserted the international
community’s undeniable
responsibility to hold both the U.S.
and Britain accountable for their
actions and to seek a resolution
prioritizing peace, stability, and
justice in the region.

American and British forces
launched a series of airstrikes on
Yemen today, striking 36 targets at
13 locations including in the capital
of Sana’a.

The strikes hit areas in the south
of Sanaa, according to Yemen's al-
Masirah TV. The US. forces involved
included F/A-18 fighter jets launched
from the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
aircraft carrier as well as Tomahawk
missiles fired by US. Navy vessels in

airstries

the waters off Yemen, according to al-
Jazeera.

The bombings in Yemen come a day
after American forces launched major
airstrikes on 85 targets in Irag and
Syria. In a statement on Friday, US.
President Joe Biden said the strikes
were the first in a series of actions by

on Yemen

Washington in response to a drone
attack that killed three American
soldiers and left about 40 others
injured in an occupation base near
the Jordan-Syria border earlier in the
week.

Ansarullah has emerged as a
potent force in the fight against

Israeli-US. invasion of Gaza and
regional dynamics, presenting a
daunting challenge to the United
States.

The resistance group has
weathered numerous strikes by the
US. and Britain on Yemen to target
vessels bound for Israeli ports in
solidarity with the Palestinians who
for the past four months have been
subject to one of the most ferocious
bombing campaigns in recent
history.

The United States has provided
Israel with a steady supply of
weapons and intelligence support
and blocked UN resolutions calling
for a humanitarian ceasefire in the
Palestinian territory.

The war in Gaza has resulted in
significant Palestinian casualties,
with over 27,000 killed and 66,000
injured since the invasion began on
October 7.

Iranian sky no place for foreign military drones,

TEHRAN - The chief commander of Iran’s Air
Defense Force has highlighted the round-the-
clock monitoring and identification of foreign
drones through the vigilance of personnel,
underscoring the advanced capabilities of
our country’s defense equipment.Addressing
a group of graduate students from Khatam
al-Anbiya Air Defense University in Tehran on
Monday, Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard
commemorated the forty-fifth anniversary of
the victory of the Islamic Revolution.

Discussing the role of youth, universities,
and scientific research centersin the country
after the Islamic Revolution and comparing
it to the pre-revolution era, he added, “Self-

commander warns

sufficiency in equipment, self-confidence,
and reliance on indigenous knowledge are
among the unparalleled achievements of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the past four
decades.”

Emphasizing the need to employ elite
professors in the Air Defense University,
Sabahifard stated, “The pillar of advancing
the military power of the country is military
universities.”

Enumerating the valuable actions of the
air force in guarding the country’s airspace
borders, he added, “The high capability of our
country’s defense equipment in monitoring
and identifying foreign drones day and

night is in progress with high vigilance and
alertness.”

In recent years, Iranian military experts and
technicians have made substantial strides in
manufacturing a broad range of indigenous
equipment, ensuring self-sufficiency in the
arms sphere for the armed forces.

Officials underscored the commitment to
continuously enhance the country's military
capabilities, solely for defensive purposes. Iran's
defense capabilities are emphasized to be non-
negotiable, and the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has consistently
urged efforts to maintain and strengthen Iran’s
defense capabilities.

Sudanese FM to visit Tehran soon

and undertake

TEHRAN-  Sudanese acting
Foreign Minister Ali Sadeq is
set to visit Tehran in response
to an invitation from his Iranian
counterpart.

The visit marks the first
diplomatic engagement between
the two nations since the
termination of relations in 2016.

During his visit, discussions
with prominent Iranian figures

key issues pivotal to the ongoing
diplomatic re-engagement.

This renewed dialogue follows
the 2016 decision by Sudan to
sever ties with Tehran in tandem
with the strained relations
between Tehran and Riyadh.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
and Sudan jointly announced
on October 9 their commitment
to reinstating diplomatic ties,

of recent high-level exchanges
between the two nations.

The joint statement
underscores the decision to
renew diplomatic  relations,

emphasizing principles such as
mutual respect for sovereignty,
equality, common interests, and
peaceful coexistence.

Both nations have agreed to
foster friendly relations, with

necessary
preparations for official
delegations, reflecting a shared
commitment to  enhancing
cooperation.

This positive step comes after a
meeting between Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
and his Sudanese counterpart,
which took place on the sidelines of
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
foreign ministers’ gathering in

will take center stage, addressing

highlighting

the culmination plans to reopen

embassies

Baku in June.

U.S. unfit to call for regional nations to show self-restraint
over Gaza genocide: official

TEHRAN- The Iranian foreign minister’s
senior advisor for special political affairs, Ali-
Asghar Khaji, has noted that the US. is not
in a position to ask Iran and other regional
countries to show self-restraint while
providing the Israeli regime with all kinds of
weaponry.

He made the comments during a meeting
with Special Envoy of the UN Secretary
General for Yemen Hans Grundberg in Tehran
on Saturday.

Grundberg arrived in Tehran to discuss the
ongoing developments in the war-stricken Arab
countryThe two parties talked about the recent
regional developments, especially in Yemen,
expressing optimism for Yemen'’s political affairs
to bear fruit.

Alluding to the Israeli genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza, Khaji underscored
that the regional nations and governments
should not be indifferent to the crimes being

perpetrated against Gazans.

The Iranian diplomat embraced the recent
progress made in peace negotiations in
Yemen.

He also expressed hope for the UN-backed
talks between Saudi Arabia and Yemen'’s
National Salvation Government to be
successfully concluded while anticipating the
dire humanitarian situations of the Yemenis
come to an end soon.

Grundberg, for his part, elaborated on UN
efforts to establish peace in Yemen.

Also in the same day, he met with the Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian in
Tehran to talk about the latest developments
inthe region, especially the situation in Yemen.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized the Iranian
Foreign Ministry’s concern over the military
actions conducted by the United States,
specifically the military assaults by the U.S.
and the UK on Yemen.

He noted that the re-designation of
Ansarullah as a terrorist organization in the
US. has added complexity to the situation,
hindering potential political solutions.

Back in January, the US. redesignated
Ansarullahasa“terrorist” group. Thedesignation
entails American financial institutions to block
Ansarullah funds and thwarts members of
the resistance group from paying a visit to the
United States.

Iran introduces comprehensive regulations for drone permits

TEHRAN - The Iranian Ministry of
Intelligence has issued special regulations for
drone permits.

The comprehensive regulation addresses
legal gaps and aims to manage the increasing
use of non-military drones across diverse
sectors.

The proposed regulations delve into the
intricate details of non-military drone activities,
encompassing aspects such as production,
import, usage, and prohibited operations. A
key aspect of the proposal is to establish clear
criteria for drone specifications and licensing,
with a focal point on the involvement of the
Civil Aviation Organization in overseeing these
processes.

Importantly, the regulations impose

restrictions on drone imports and make
licensing mandatory for various activities.
Compliance with the Iranian armed forces’
regulations is emphasized, reflecting the
government’s commitment to ensuring
responsible drone usage. The Ministry of
Sports is actively collaborating with provincial
councils to identify appropriate areas for
recreational-sports ~ drone  operations,
demonstrating a multi-sectoral approach to
drone management.

Unauthorized drone flights are strictly
prohibited under these regulations, with
legal penalties for violations. The military is
empowered to seize unauthorized drones,
especially over military areas, and refer
violators to the judiciary for appropriate legal
action.

Owners of drones are required to
promptly report any losses or incidents.
Emphasis is placed on liability for damages,
making it mandatory for owners to obtain
liability insurance before engaging in drone
operations. This provision underscores the
government’s commitment to accountability
and safety in the rapidly evolving landscape of
drone technology.

This comprehensive set of regulations reflects a
proactive approach by the government to harmess
the benefits of drone technology while ensuring
adherence to legal and security standards. The
collaboration between intelligence agencies,
military forces, and sports organizations signifies
a coordinated effort to strike a balance between
innovation and responsible usage in the drone
ecosystem.



By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- The harsh rhetoric from
England against Iran stems from an
illusion of lingering colonial influence,
yet the UK’s colonizer mentality does
not fit today’s dynamics.

In a recent address, Foreign
Secretary David Cameron engaged in
a forward-leaning discourse, seeking
to redirect culpability onto Tehran for
the attacks run by resistance fronts
on US. bases.

The surge of attacks by the
resistance groups is contextualized
as a reaction to the aggression
emanating from Israel’'s relentless
onslaught in the Gaza Strip.

In the meantime, the health
authorities in Gaza reported on Friday
that the death toll resulting from the
ongoing lIsraeli aggression on the
enclave has climbed to 27131 martyrs,
the majority of whom are women
and children. The number of injured
individuals has surged to 66,287.

Adding to the complexity, the
United Kingdom, in a consequential
move, launched a third wave of strikes
on Ansarullah targets in Yemen. This
military maneuver came as the Royal
Air Force’s Typhoons rejoined forces
with the United States on Saturday.
This new collaboration began a day
after Washington initiated strikes
on targets in Iraq and Syria. These
actions were claimed as retaliation
for a drone strike that claimed the
lives of three American service
members in Jordan the previous
weekend.In  shedding light on
diplomatic engagements, Cameron
revealed the temor of his recent
conversation with the Iranian Foreign
Minister. Describing it as “robust,
he said that he conveyed a message
asserting that the resistance fronts
conducting the attacks are inexorably
linked to Iran. In blunt terms, Cameron
insisted that Iran cannot disavow
responsibility for these actions.

“I've met with the Iranian foreign
minister and had a very robust
conversation where | said that these
proxies are your proxies, you cannot
disclaim your responsibility for them,”
Cameron told Sunday Times.

Is London justified in shaping its
narrative as a roadmap?

Since October 7, the streets of
London have borne witness to a series
of anti-Israeli demonstrations and
rallies. In these events, Londoners
have unmistakably signaled that their
pro-Palestinian sentiments diverge
significantly from the positions
upheld by certain British figures who

The Tehran Times, which began
publishing in 1979, was founded
during the early years of Iran’s quest
for independence. The English-
language daily newspaper has been
regarded by Mohammad Beheshti,
one of the most influential and
renowned figures of the Islamic
Republic, as the “voice of the Islamic
Revolution”

Such a label, made the staff
at the Tehran Times feel an even
bigger responsibility to accurately
and effectively report the daily
occurrences in the country and
become a helping hand in the
consolidation and entrenchment
of the new people-led governance.
For that, the paper needed to follow
the events with a keen eye and try
to draw attention to issues that
were essential to be addressed.

That's why with the approaching
of the 10-day Fajr occasion, the
period from February 1st (Bahman
12th) to February 11th (Bahman
22nd) of 1977 during which Imam
Khomeini returned to Iran after
15 years of exile, we have decided
to take a look at how the Tehran
Times commemorated the historic
period in February of 1980. Such
an act would help us understand
where we stand today, and give us
a clearer vision of the hardships
Iranians had to endure to be able to
celebrate the 45th anniversary of
thevictory of the Islamic Revolution

A reflection on British bluster against Iran

UK as a proxy of U.S. and Israel

persist in backing Tel Aviv. This stark
contrast has laid bare a pronounced
divide between the British populace
and the government.

The discontent among the British
people with London’s recent policies
is only one facet of a broader issue.
The history, perceived interventions,
and dubious machinations of British
politicians, coupled with their lack
of independence from US. policies,
collectively cast doubt on England’s
legitimacy to dictate norms in the
complex dynamics of today’s world.

Ahistorical stain on Britain’s record
is the infamous Balfour Declaration
of 1917, a public statement issued
during the First World War in support
of establishing a state for the Jewish
people in Palestine. This declaration
marked a pivotal moment as it
represented the first public backing
of Zionism by a major political power.
Yet, it has become one of the darkest
chapters in Britain’s history, with far-
reaching consequences.

Moreover, the Balfour Declaration
is seen not merely as a statement of
support but as an overt conspiracy
by the  British  government.
The perception that the British
government has often acted as a
subservient state, mirroring the
policies of the United States, adds
to the skepticism surrounding its
independence in global affairs.

This lack of autonomy was glaringly
evident in the recent US. request for
a coalition to target Ansarullah sites.
Despite potential internal interests,
the UK swiftly aligned itself with the
White House’s policy, exposing its
vulnerability to external influence.

By participating in the so-called
coalition alongside the US. the UK
has inadvertently positioned itself as
a proxy for American interests. This
recent act indicate the UK’s reliance
on Washington’s agenda. In essence,
London appears to be playing the role
of a ‘yes man’ for the White House,
raising pertinent questions about its
sovereignty and diplomatic autonomy
in the face of pressing global issues.

The era of Britain’s colonial
dominance faded away with the
passage of time

In stark contrast to its historical
role as a dominating colonizer, the
United Kingdom has undergone a
transformative shift, relinquishing
its former posture of dictating
sentiments in the region. No longer
can the UK assert its influence to
exclusively pursue its interests and
shape the narrative within the region.
The illusion of wielding colonial
authority must be abandoned, too.

Despite its persistent support
for the establishment of the Israeli
regime, the UK appears to cling to an
outdated belief that all states should
unquestioningly heed its directives.
However,  the contemporary
geopolitical landscape has evolved,
rendering obsolete the notion of
nations subordinating themselves
to external commands. Independent
states now navigate their own course
based on their own interests.

It is imperative for the UK to
recognize this paradigm shift and
adapt its approach accordingly. The
era of unilateral dominance and
colonial presumptions has given way
to a more nuanced global dynamic,
where respect for diverse national
interests takes precedence over the
imposition of external agendas.

Tel Aviv, the root cause of unrest
in the region

Over the past four months, the
Israeli regime has unleashed a
relentless onslaught and genocidal
war in the Gaza Strip. Tel Aviv's
inhumane actions have compelled
resistance fronts to mount retaliatory
responses. If the British government
genuinely aspires to quell the unrest
in the region, it must unequivocally
demand an immediate halt to Israeli
aggression.

To navigate the complexities of
this situation, the UK must confront
realities within both its domestic
and foreign policy spheres. British
figures, much like their American
counterparts, bear a shared

Deep dive into Tehran Times archive

‘/mam extends support to Muslims beyond Iranian borders’

today. February 1st in the year 1980
was a Friday. The Tehran Times’s
covering of the Fajr decade began
a day later, on Saturday.

Tuesday, February 5,1980

Imam extends support to
Muslims beyond Iranian borders

With the soviet invasion in
December of 1979, Imam Khomeini,
who had just concluded a freedom
movement in his homeland, took
it upon himself shortly after the
offensive to express support for
fellow Muslims in Afghanistan.

“We strongly condemn the Soviet
move into Afghanistan, The 79-year-
oldreligious leader said inamessage
delivered by his son, Hojjatoleslam
Seyed Ahmad Khomeini, to hundreds
of Iranians gathered to celebrate
the birthday of Prophet Mohammad
(PBU).

Iran would grant Afghan brothers
allthe ‘necessaryaid, he said. He also
criticized Israel and said that, for
Iran, ‘there is no difference between
East and West.

The message from the Imam,
who has been undergoing
treatment for heart trouble here
since January 24, was timed to
coincide with celebrations all over
the country yesterday to officially
mark the start of the 15th century
of Islam and the anniversary of the
Iranian Revolution”
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responsibility for supporting the
Israeli regime’s crimes against Gaza.

While diplomatic ties and historical
alliances may have influenced the
UK’s stance, a critical reevaluation is
essential to align the nation’s foreign
policy with principles of justice,
human rights, and global stability.

A pragmatic approach demands
that the British government should
condemn the Israeli aggression and
actively work towards brokering
sustainable peace in the region.

By leveraging its diplomatic
influence and  engaging in
constructive dialogue, the UK can
contribute meaningfully to de-
escalating tensions and fostering an
environment conducive to peaceful
coexistence.

Proper response to Cameron’s
illusion

Iran’s support for the resistance
groups aligns with a broader
commitment to championing the
cause of the oppressed against the
oppressor.The purported allegations
surrounding  Tehran’s  financial
support for resistance groups and
its alleged arming of these groups
appear to be nothing more than
speculative assertions propagated
by Western figures. Such unfounded
claims raise questions about the
ulterior motives behind  these
accusations, suggesting an attempt
to deflect scrutiny and conceal the
nature of Western support for the
Israeli regimeThe recent Al-Agsa
Storm operation, along with other
initiatives by the resistance fronts
targeting the Israeli regime and US.
bases in Iraq and Syria, underscores
the autonomy of these actions.
Importantly,  these  operations
are propelled by the policies and
motivations of the groups themselves
rather than being dictated by Tehran.

It is crucial to recognize that the
attacks on ships bound for Israel by
Yemeni forces are reactive measures,
a direct response to the ongoing war
crimes committed by the occupying
regime in the besieged enclave. These
retaliatory actions serve as a stark
reminder that resistance movements
across  the  region  operate
independently, driven by their own
objectives and principles.

While  acknowledging  Iran’s
supportive role, it is imperative to
dispel the misconception that Tehran
orchestrates every move within the
resistance front. Each operation is
a manifestation of the unique goals
and strategies of the groups involved.

TIMES

IMAM APPROVES PRESIDENT
: Strong support to oppressed

nationspledges Imam

ag
nrohe on cshah crimes
Shah crimes to be investigated

Another ~ important  piece
published exclusively by the Tehran
Times on February 5, 1980, was the
announcement that the deposed
Shah's crimes would soon be
investigated by an international
committee.

“Iran  agreed to set up an
international  commission  that
will consider alleged crimes of the
deposed Shah and ‘will be effective
in solving the hostage crisis, Deputy
Foreign ~ Minister  Nassirosadat

E——
Salami said yesterday.

In an exclusive interview with the
Tehran Times he said, ‘Establishment
of the commission, proposed by UN.
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, has
been approved by the Revolutionary
Council.

The Foreign Ministry Spokesman
did not say when the commission
would come to Tehran, nor when
hearings would begin. Its members
would be selected by Waldheim and
would include Iranian and foreign
representatives, Salami said.”
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President lauds
Iran’s advance to AFC
Asian Cup semis

TEHRAN - Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi praised the national football team’s
players and coaching staff for scoring a
dramatic stoppage-time win over Japan
and advancing to the semifinals of the AFC
Asian Cup 2023.

In a telephone conversation with Iran’s
head coach Amir Ghalehnoei on Saturday
evening, Raisi expressed gratitude to the
national football team for their efforts.

He also paid tribute to the national team’s
players and coaching staff for bringing joy to
the Iranian people, expressing hope that Iran
would win the title in the games.

Iran knocked out Japan on Saturday and
earned a spot in the semifinals of the AFC
Asian Cup 2023 with a 2-1win at Education City
Stadium in Doha, Qatar.

In a tournament that is now well-known
for its late drama, Iran’s captain Alireza
Jahanbakhsh delivered one of the most famous
goals in his country’s Asian Cup history with
a heart-in-mouths stoppage-time penalty
that booked Team Melli a place in the second
semifinal on Wednesday.

Win against Japan
takes Iran closer to
fourth title: AFC

TEHRAN - Iran upped its game in the second
half to defeat Japan 2-1 in the AFC Asian Cup
Qatar 2023 quarter-finals on Saturday.

The win took Iran closer to a fourth title,
having last emerged champions in 1976.

The-AFC.com tooka look at some
interesting facts from the absorbing match,
which ended Japan’s dream of a record-
extending fifth title.

Iran has qualified for the semi-finals of the
AFC Asian Cup in two consecutive editions now,
having failed to do so in each of its three prior
participations in the competition.

Iran logged a possession of 42% against
Japan, its third lowest mark in an AFC Asian Cup
game which it won since the start of the 2007
edition of the competition.

Japan registered just two shots on target
against Iran; Japan averaged 3.6 shots on target
per game at Qatar (18 shots on target from five
games), its lowest tally in a single tournament
since the start of 2007.Alireza Jahanbakhsh’s
goal in the 96th minute is the latest winner that
Iran has scored in regulation time in AFC Asian
Cup history; it is also the latest penalty (non-
shootout) that Iran has scored in any AFC Asian
Cup match in the 21st century.

Japanvictorya
turning point for
Iran: Ghalenoei

TEHRAN - Head coach Amir Ghalenoei
believes that Iran’s 2-1 victory over Japan in
the quarterfinals of the AFC Asian Cup Qatar
2023 can be a turning point for the nation’s
football.

Team Melli came from a goal down at
Education City Stadium to defeat the Samurai
Blue thanks to two second-half goals from
Mohammad Mohebi and Alireza Jahanbakhsh
to reach the last four of the AFC Asian Cup
for the second time in a row, with defending
champions Qatar their next opponents, the-
afc.com wrote.

“Asian foothall should be happy with
this match, and we should be proud of
the performance of our players who gave
everything for the fans,” said Ghalenoei, who
had led Iran to the quarter-finals of the 2007
edition.

“l want to say thank you to everyone who
supported us along the way, thanks to my
family for everything they endured in these
years. This match can be a turning point for
Iranian football, not just for the senior national
team, but also for the U23s, U19s and the whole
foothall setup,” he added.

“I think everybody should have the belief in
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Iranian people. We had a lot of great Iranian
coaches in history who never got the chance to
coach in Europe.

“If we want to have a higher standard of
performance, we should have a long-term plan,
infrastructure, stadiums and most importantly
the support of the authorities in Iran””

Esteghlal closein on
signing Uzbek star

TEHRAN- Iranian football club Esteghlal
have reportedly reached an agreement to sign
Uzbekistani star Jaloliddin Masharipov.

The 30-year-old winger has most recently
played at Greek side Panserraikos.

The media reports suggest that Masharipov
will join the Iranian Blues on an 18-month
transfer deal. Esteghlal head coach Javad
Nekounam has shown interest in signing the
free agent player in the winter transfer window.

Qatar’s focus only on
Iran, Lopez says

TEHRAN - Qatar head coach Marquez
Lopes is refusing to look beyond his side’s
AFC Asian Cup Qatar 2023 semifinals
meeting with Iran as the host nation moved
a step closer to successfully defending the
title with a 3-2 penalty shoot-out win over
Uzbekistan.

Goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham was the
hero for the 2019 champions after a 1-1
draw at Al Bayt Stadium on Saturday, the Al
Sadd man saving three penalties after 120
minutes of action could not separate the
two teams.

“Our goal is to always win, one match after
the other and we've given everything we've got
in this short period,” said Lopes. “We believe
reaching the semifinals is an achievement, but
the mission is not accomplished yet.

“We still have two matches and we want to
give everything we can in these two matches,
but we'll take it one match at a time,” the
Spaniard added.

“We studied the Uzbekistan team well and
we knew they were a tough opponent,” said
Lopes.

“We knew their strengths and weaknesses,
for example we know they have two players
who are very powerful and dangerous in attack
so we tried to mitigate the threat represented
by these players in an attempt to neutralize
them.”

“We gave our best and scored the first goal,
then we got nervous and our level dropped. But
at the end we knew how to handle this match
and we came out victorious.”

Barsham: we want
to defend title

TEHRAN - Goalkeeper Meshaal Barsham, who
was Qatar’s hero as the host beat Uzbekistan
3-2 on penalties, said their goal is to defend the
title.

Barsham saved three times in the penalty
shootout after the quarterfinals with
Uzbekistan ended 1-1 following 120 minutes of
stalemate.

“First off, we need to recover after
Uzbekistan’s match, to be physically ready,
said Barsham as he turned his attention to the
upcoming semi-final against the Iranians. “The
manager will give us everything we need to be
ready as well.

“Since the beginning our goal has been
defending the title, but we're not thinking about
that. It's one match at a time.

The atmosphere in the team is positive and
this is what is making us united. We're like a
family,” Barsham added.
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Oji meets with Venezuela’s top
officials to discuss expansion of ties

From page 1 » and gas transmission

facilities. Apart from  Venezuela,
the Latin American market is also a
very large and favorable market for
the export of technical-engineering
services, equipment, oil products, and
petrochemical products.

Iran’s oil industry, on the other hand, has

high capacities for presence in the lucrative
Latin American market, and contractors,
manufacturers, and  knowledge-based
companies are required to pay due attention
to them and seize the opportunities provided
by the government.

The Oil Ministry has promoted energy
diplomacy, developing its relations with Latin
American states.

Taking office in August 2021, Iran’s
incumbent administration has paved the
way for private and semi-governmental
companies’ presence in the lucrative market.
Given the administration’s efforts, the Iran-
Venezuela oil trade volume has reached
around $4.0 billion - a great breakthrough
after a long hiatus.

Qji left Tehran for Caracas on Wednesday,
January 31.

Production of iron ore concentrate
rises 6% in 9 months on year

TEHRAN- The production of iron ore
concentrate in Iran increased by six percent
in the first nine months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Decemebr 21, 2023),
as compared to the same period of time in
the past year, according to the data released
by the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO).

As IMIDRO reported, 38,152,936 tons of
iron ore concentrate was produced in the
first nine months of this year, while the figure

was 36,162,096 tons in the same time span of
the previous year.

Iron ore concentrate isan output
product from processed iron ores that
have been milled (crush, grind, magnetic
separation, flotation) to separate
deleterious elements and produce a
high-quality product.

Iron ore concentrates are deep beneficiated
iron ore products, used for sintering and
blast furnace production, as well as pellet
production.

Govt. to revise list of minerals subject to
tariff on raw material exports

TEHRAN - During the 118th dialogue
council of the government and the private
sector on Saturday, it was decided for the
government to revise the list of minerals and
mining products that are subject to the tariff
on the export of raw materials.

In the meeting, which was chaired by
Finance and Economic Affairs Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi, the attendees agreed
that the list and amount of duties on
raw and semi-raw minerals should be
reviewed urgently in the next meeting of
the government economic council to be

approved by the cabinet by the end of the
week, the ICCIMA portal reported.

The decision was made due to the private
sector’'s complain about the current 20
percent export tariffs on raw mineral
exports.

Private sector operators active in the field
believe that the 0.5 percent tariffs mentioned
in the law is the ceiling that should be
collected; But the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade believes that this figure is the floor
price and can be increased.

Accelerating trade, a main goal of RAI

TEHRAN - The head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Railways (RAI) has said increasing the
speed of business is an important goal of this
company, adding that RAI’s main priority is to
fully support the private sector.

“Most of the time, railway freights arrive
within three days from the northeast of the
country to the northern ports, but they are
mostly unloaded and cleared after a delay
of fifty days, and this greatly affects the
decrease in the speed of trade,” Miad Salehi
said in a meeting with the representatives of
private railway companies.

“Some of the problems of rail transport
companies have roots of 30 to 50 years, and
it is not possible to solve all of them at the
same time, but it is necessary to plan to solve
them gradually,” Salehi said.

“Our main priority is to fully support the
healthy and disciplined private sector,” he
added.

Iran’s tea imports fall 62%

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s tea import has
declined 62 percent in the first 10 months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023-January 20, 2024), as compared to the
same period in the past year.

Based on the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, during this period,

about 33,683 tons of tea worth $185.75 million
were imported from eight countries, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

Meanwhile, Iran exported about 12,828 tons
of tea to 25 countries with a value of about
$15.8 million, 58.1 percent less than the figure
for the previous year’s same period.

TEDPIX drops 10,900 points on Sunday

EHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 10,902
points (0.52 percent) to 2,100,180 on Sunday,
which is the second day of the Iranian calendar
week.

TSE is one of thefourlranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Loading, unloading of goods in Bushehr
ports up 5% in 10 months yr/yr

TEHRAN - The loading and
unloading of goods in the ports
of Bushehr province, in the
southwest of Iran, increased
by five percent in the first
ten months of the present
Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024), as
compared to the same period in
the past year, a provincial official
announced.

Ahmad Mohammadizadeh,
the governor-general of the
province, said that over 52.5
million tons of products were
loaded and unloaded in the
ports of the province during the
mentioned 10-month period.

As  previously announced
by the Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO), the loading
and unloading of goods in the
ports of Iran increased by eight
percent in the first ten months of
the present year, as compared to
the same period in the past year.

As the PMO reported,
194,078,457 tons of commodities
were loaded and unloaded in
the ports during the ten-month
period.

During the mentioned period,
loading and unloading operations
in the container sector also rose
six percent year on year.

Based on the data previously
released by the Transport and
Urban Development Ministry,
the loading and unloading of
goods in the ports of Iran rose
17 percent during the previous
Iranian calendar year 1400
(ended on March 20, 2023),
as compared to the preceding
year.

The ministry’s data show

that the loading and unloading
of goods in the country’s ports
reached 152.91 million tons in the
previous Iranian calendar year,
while the figure stood at 130.69
million tons in the preceding
year.

During the mentioned year,
loading and unloading operations
in the container sector reached
2.1 million TEUs with a weight
of 2457 million tons, which
was 13.5 percent more than the
1.85 million TEUs in the Iranian
calendar year 1399, the report
said.

The loading and unloading of
goods during the previous year
also grew by 12.8 percent in the
dry bulk sector, while in the liquid
bulk sector, the figure increased
by 12.6 percent, in the general
cargo sector rose by 13.1 percent,
and in the oil sector grew by 22.5
percent.

While Iran is combating the
U.S. unilateral sanctions on its
economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and
imports play a significant role in
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more
development of them serious

and vital.

Such necessity has led the
government to define projects
for more development of the
ports and also take some
measures to encourage
investment making in ports,
in addition to facilitating the
loading and unloading of goods,
especially basic commodities,
there.

It is worth mentioning that
Iran’'s Ports and Maritime
Organization has defined a high
number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports,
as the country aims to double the
capacity of its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the
capacity of the country’s ports
has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year
1392 (ended in March 2014) to
250 million tons in 1399 (ended
in March 2021).

In mid-January, PMO launched
a single window system for
facilitating the processes and
procedures related to the
maritime industry.

According to PMO Head Ali-
Akbar Safaei, the mentioned
system has been launched to

ensure the secure and fast
provision of electronic services to
people, customers, and business
operators active in the maritime
industry.

“Providing electronic services
to people, customers, and
business owners, as well as
ensuring the continuation of port
and maritime businesses using
the capabilities of the country’s
expert workforce, is considered
one of the priorities of the Ports
and Maritime Organization in
the field of information and
communication technology,’
Safaei said.

On January 10, the official
said that projects worth 15
quadrillion rials (about $3.0
billion) are underway to
develop the country’s maritime
transportation.

Speaking at a maritime
conference in the northern city
of Noshahr, Safaei said: “The
completion of these projects will
create very good employment
in the country and will cause
economic prosperity.”

Mentioning the  country’s
maritime-oriented development
roadmap suggested by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
he said the government will
make every effort to realize
the comprehensive roadmap of
maritime-oriented development
asaturning point in the country’s
history.

He noted that the government
is consulting with the private
sector to make the best use of
their capacities to further the
mentioned plan and achieve
the goals set for maritime
development.

China, biggest engine of global economic growth

By Chang Hua, Ambassador of China to Iran

TEHRAN- In 2023, in the midst of the
global economic slowdown and the rising
complexity, severity and uncertainty of the
external environment, China’s economy
fought its way through difficulties. National
economy rebounded and improved. High-
quality development was pushed forward in
a solid manner. The main expected goals were
successfully achieved, with gross domestic
product (GDP) exceeding 126 trillion Yuan, a
year-on-year growth rate of 5.2%.

Recently, a number of international
institutions, including the International
Monetary Fund(IMF) and the Organization
for Economic Co-operation and
Development(OECD), have raised China’s
economic growth expectations and are bullish
on the momentum of China’s economic growth
in 2024. It is widely believed that China is the
biggest engine of global economic growth.

China’s economic fundamentals are stable
and improving. China insists on not engaging
in strong stimulus, and not accumulating
long-term risks in exchange for short-term
growth. So the economy has great resilience
and maintains a long-term positive trend.
In terms of factor endowment, China’s
“demographic dividend” has been optimized
to “talent dividend”.

China’s total amount of talent resources,
scientific and technological human resources,
and the number of research and development
personnel ranking the first in the world.

China has abundant capital factors. And the
proportion of its annual capital formation has
risen to 30% of the global capital formation.
In terms of industrial bases, China is the only
country with all the industrial categories as
defined in the United Nation’s Classification of
Industries.

There are more than 200 mature industrial
clusters forming, and the size of China’s
manufacturing industry has ranked first in the
world for 13 consecutive years.

According to the data by World Bank,
China now accounts for 28.7% of the global
manufacturing output (compared to 16.8% for
the US.), and accounts for 30% of the global
manufacturing added-value, which is about
the sum of the Group of Seven(G7).

In 2023, China’'s automobile exports
exceeded those of Japan.For the first time,
China became the world’s top automobile
exporter. In terms of the potential of
domestic demand, the population of China’s
middle-income group exceeds 400 million,
and will reach 800 million in the next decade

or so. And nearly 300 million agricultural
migrants are speeding up the process
of citizenization, which will bring huge
consumer demand and strong consumption
upgrading momentum in the areas of
housing, education, medical care, and health
care of the ageing population.

China’s economic innovation capacity has
been constantly improving. China’s investment
in R&D and high-tech industries has
maintained double-digit growth for several
consecutive years. The number of patent
applications now ranks first in the world. The
numberof high-tech enterprises hasincreased
to about 400,000 and the number of unicorn
enterprises ranks the second in the world.
China’s industrial optimization and upgrading
has been remarkable, and it is climbing up to
the middle and high end of the value chain.
Among the 153 “lighthouse factories” released
by the World Economic Forum, which represent
the highest level of intelligent manufacturing
in the world, 62, more than 40%, of them
are in China. According to Global Innovation
Index Report 2023 by the World Intellectual
Property Organization, China’s innovation
index ranked the 12th. The number of scientific
and technological clusters is 24, which ranked
the first. The size of China’s digital economy
is expected to exceed 15 trillion U.S. dollars in
2027.

Chinais pushing forward the green and low-
carbon transition. In 2022, the investment
volume of energy transition reached 546
billion U.S. dollars, four times of that in the
US. There will be large-scale incremental
development in the green infrastructure,
green energy, green transportation, green
life and so on. The potential market size is
expected to reach 10 trillion Yuan per year.
According to the General Administration of
Customs, the total of China’s exports of the
“new three” (new-energy vehicles, lithium
batteries, photovoltaic products) exceeded
1 trillion Yuan for the first time in 2023, an
increase of 29.9%. According to the prediction
by Oxford Economics, China’s emerging
industries and high-tech manufacturing will
continue to expand rapidly in 2024.

China’s economic contribution to the world
economy is significant. China has become
a major trading partner of more than 140
countries and regions. The total tariff level
has been reduced to 7.3%. The rate of return
on foreign direct investment in China over the
past five years has been about 9%, which is at
a high level globally. The International Finance
Forum reports that China's contribution
to world economic growth will be 32% in
2023, remaining the largest driver of global

~ .
economic growth (11% for the US). Kristalina
Georgieva, Managing Director of International
Monetary Fund, said that for every 1% growth
in China’'s economy, he production level of other
economies willincrease by an average of 0.3%.
A report by RAND Corporation of the United
States says that China has become the world’s
largest source of international development
finance, providing loans and grants of about
1.34 trillion U.S. dollars for more than 20,000
projects in 165 low- and middle-income
countries since 2000s, and that China’s state-
owned banks and corporations provide nearly
six times as much funding for development
projects as the United States.

The year 2023 is a year of the pragmatic
advancement of China-lran friendship
and cooperation. President Xi Jinping and
President Ebrahim Raisi have met twice.

And the leaders of the two states have
reached a series of important consensus
on further promoting the China-lran
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. China
and Iran are both important developing
countries and emerging economies, playing
important parts in the world economy. Over
the years, China has been Iran’s largest
trading partner and the most important
export destination for Iranian goods. China
has the world’s most promising mega-
market. It is the biggest engine of global
economic growth, which will provide more
development opportunities for countries
around the world including Iran. Iran is an
important country in the “Belt and Road”
initiative. Both China and Iran are members of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and
the BRICS Cooperation Mechanism. So there
is great potential for cooperation between
the two countries. We hope that the relevant
authorities of the two sides will actively
promote the implementation of the important
consensus between the leaders of two states,
continuously strengthen practical cooperation
between the two countries in various fields,
and move forward towards the goal of jointly
building an equal and orderly multipolar world
and inclusive economic globalization.



From page 1 » The strikes came
a day after the US. air assaults in
Irag and Syria. Washington said
the attacks targeted the positions
of resistance groups and were in
retaliation for thekilling of three US.
soldiers in Jordan late last month.

The Ansarullah movement has
launched dozens of missile, drone
and boat attacks on Israeli-affiliated
commercial ships in the Red Sea
since November in solidarity with
the Palestinians in Gaza. Saturday’s
assault was the third joint US-
Britain campaign on Yemen since
the Ansarullah movement began to
target Israeli interests.

***“Attacks won't go unanswered”

The  Yemeni Army  said
Washington and its allies will fail to
deter Red Sea operations through
these assaults.

“Such attacks will not deter
the Yemeni forces and nation
from keeping up their support
for Palestinians in the face of the
Zionists' occupation and crimes.
The raids by the aggressors will not
go unanswered,” Brigadier General
Yahya Saree said.

A top member of the Ansarullah
Political Council also said the
Yemeni Army will continue its
military operations until Israel ends
its atrocities in Gaza.

“The  US.-British  coalition’s
bombing of a number of Yemeni
provinces will not change our
position, and we affirm that our
military operations against Israel
will continue until the crimes of
genocide in Gaza are stopped and
the siege on its residents is lifted,
no matter the sacrifices it costs us’
Mohammed Al Bukhaiti said.

He added, “Our war is moral, and
if we had not intervened to support
the oppressed in Gaza, humanity
would not have existed among
humans. The American-British
aggression against Yemen will not

Yemen vows to retaliate U.S. aggression

Itis an illusion that U.S.-UK
attacks can deter Yemen

go unanswered, and we will meet
escalation with escalation.”

“Circle of fire”

The Gaza-based Palestinian
Islamic Jihad also condemned the
attack against Yemen.

“These attacks seek to ignite
the region and expand the circle of
fire” the Islamic Jihad said. It said,
“We affirm that Washington and
Western capitals are still managing
the Israeli aggression on the Gaza
Strip and providing it with political
and economic cover and military
support”

US. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin announced that Washington
will continue to strike Yemen if the
Ansarullah movement does not
stop its Red Sea military operations.

“This collective action sends a
clear message to the Houthis that
they will continue to bear further
consequences if they do not end
their illegal attacks on international
shipping and naval vessels,” Austin
said.

Austin’s comments indicate that
the Pentagon is under the illusion
that strikes can bring the Ansarullah
movement to its knees.

But a look at Yemen's resistance
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against Saudi Arabia’s aggression
can shed light on the futility of such
ideas.

In March 2015, Saudi
Arabia launched a bloody war on
Yemen in collaboration with a
number of its allies and with arms
and logistical support from several
Western countries, in particular the
us.

The Kingdom pursued two main
goals. Crushing the Ansarullah
movement, and restoring
Riyadh-backed ex-president Abd
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi to power. Hadi
had resigned in late 2014 amid a
political dispute with the Ansarullah
movement and later fled to Saudi
Arabia.

Fornearly eight years, Saudis flew
tens of thousands of airstrikes over
Ansarullah targets and bombed
everywhere in the areas that were
controlled by the movement.

But, Saudi Arabia not only failed to
achieve its goals but also achieved
the opposite. It spent colossal
amounts of money and suffered
economic blows.

In April 2022, Riyadh signed
a ceasefire with the Ansarullah.
Although the truce deal lapsed just

six months later, but they have not
retumned to full-scale conflict and
the pause in fighting has largely
held.

Years of the Saudi war failed to
weaken the Ansarullah movement.
Surprisingly, it is now emerging
much stronger.

The Yemeni Army has been able
to boost its military capabilities
by producing missiles and drones
despite years of siege imposed by
Saudi Arabia.

Nearly eight years of Saudi
strikes failed to force the Ansarullah
movement to surrender. So, how
can the US. push the movement to
give in by a series of attacks?

Former US. President Donald
Trump had adopted a harsher
position  toward  Ansarullah.
He designated the group as a
terrorist organization in January
2021. But he did so during his last
days in office. This shows that the
Republican president was aware the
designation was not a really good
idea, otherwise he had blacklisted
Ansarullah sooner.

Trump was just seeking to give a
gift to Saudi Arabia and hamstring
the Biden administration.

Consequently, Biden revoked
Trump’s decision during his first
weeks in office.

Presently, it stands outamile that
the USS. cannot bring a permanent
halt to the Ansarullah’s military
operations in the Red Sea through
military force.

As Ansarullah and other regional
resistance groups have announced,
tensions in West Asia will de-
escalate if Israel stops its genocidal
war in the besieged Gaza territory.

Instead of resorting to military
force, the US. should place plans on
the agenda and exert pressure on
the Israeli regime to end the war on
Gaza.

Are Indians fighting in Gaza?

Reports reveal a growing number of Indians enlisting with the Israeli military

From page1 » Atown inthe city hasalso been
described as “little India” for the large number of
Indian expatriates that live there.

With a large war brewing following Operation
al-Agsa Storm on 7 October, many foreign
nationals left the occupied Palestinian territories.

A section of Indians on the other hand, with
Jewish background, have tried their best to
migrate to the occupied territories, with hundreds
even trying to enlist in the Israeli military to fight
its devastating war on Gaza.

Among the communities in India’s 1.4 billion
strong population is the Bnei Menashe tribe?,
estimated to comprise of 5000 members who
believe their ancient Jewish heritage belongs in
occupied Palestine. They are among many other
Indians who are eager to travel to the occupied
territories.

“l want to go to Israel and connect with my lost
tribe. | also want to join the [Israeli army] and
help them in fighting against Hamas because
| belong from that land,” Joseph Haokip of the
Bnei Menashe community in the Indian state of
Manipur told Al Jazeera.

He is not alone. As Israeli soldiers suffer huge
casualties in the Gaza Strip, the occupied West
Bank and on the Northern front with Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, footage has emerged showing
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Indians
gathering and queuing at the Israeli embassy in
Delhi to apply for visas and potentially fight in
Gaza.

Israeli authorities have kept information

classified on how many Indians have traveled to
the occupied territories to fight on behalf of the

regime’s devastating war in the Gaza Strip.

The government of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu says it has set up a committee to work
on plans for the migration of the Bnei Menashe
to the occupied territories, where serving in the
military is mandatory.

Reports indicate hundreds of Israelis bom in
India, in particular from the states of Manipurand
Mizoram, have answered the Israeli military’s call
to fight in Gaza.

Among them are more than 200 soldiers
fighting in the enclave from the Indian Bnei
Menashe community. In the weeks after
Operation al-Agsa Storm on 7 October, Israeli
media indicated that 75 members of the
community had arrived at the occupied territories
and fought in Gaza.

Because of the regime’s heavy censorship of
media reports over the military casualties, the
number of Indians who have died at the hands of
the Palestinian resistance forces in the enclave is
unclear.

How many Indians in total enlisted in the Israeli
military and have suffered casualties at the hands
of the Palestinian resistance is also unclear.

There are estimated to be tens of thousands of
Israeli settlers of Indian descent in the occupied
Palestinian territories. The exact number who
have reported for military service after 7 October
isamong the other data that has been kept secret
by the Israeli regime.

According to a report on October 20, 2023 by
India Today at least 400 Indians were fighting on
the front lines with the Israeli military, including a
soldier who suffered injuries to his eye and arm

. .

by Lebanon’s Hezbollah on the northern front.

But the Israeli Ambassador to India, Naor
Gilon, went a step further by telling Asian News
International (ANI), an Indian news agency, that
“this is only part of the picture, regular Indians.
Look at the social media of the embassy. It's
amazing, | think | could have another Israeli army
with the volunteers. Everyone is telling me, | want
to volunteer, | want to go and fight for Israel””

Gilon added, “This wide support, strong
support is unprecedented for me. | am really
moved and touched... .it's very emotional, very
deep..it is something very unique”.

Also very emotional is the 27,365 Palestinians
who have been killed by the Israeli military in Gaza
since the war on the enclave began on 7 October,
the majority of whom are women and children.

Afurther 66,630 people have been injured, the
Gaza Health Ministry has said.

In the last 24 hours alone, the ministry noted
127 people had been killed and 178 injured by
Israeli attacks.

Of the 116 Supreme Court justices in US history, all but 8

Since the Supreme Court first

The two most recently appoint-

have been White men

previously a federal

appeals Thomas and Ketanji Brown Jack-

son have served on the court.

convened in 1790, 116 justices have
served on the bench. Of those, 108
have been White men.

But in recent decades the court
has become more diverse. Over
half of its appointed justices since
1990 have been women or minori-
ties.

ed justices were women, and one
a woman of color. Ketanji Brown
Jackson, previously a federal ap-
peals court judge, in 2022 became
the first Black woman on the high
court. She succeeded Stephen
Breyer, who is White.

And Amy Coney Barrett, also

court judge, was chosen by Don-
ald Trump to succeed Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, who died in 2020.

Here’s how the demographics
of the nation’s highest court have
stacked up since its beginning.
Only three African American jus-
tices, Thurgood Marshall, Clarence

The first appointment - when
Lyndon B. Johnson nominated
Marshall - was in 1967. When
Johnson announced the nomina-
tion, he said he thought it was the
right thing to do and the right time
to doit.
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Death toll in Gaza
keeps rising

Health authorities in Gaza said on Sunday
the death toll resulting from the ongoing
Israeli aggression on the territory has climbed
to 27,365 martyrs, the majority of whom are
women and children.

The number of injured individuals has surged
to 66,663, according to Wafa News Agency.

Medical sources further revealed that at
least 8,000 people are unaccounted for, with
many of them still trapped under rubble or
scattered in the streets, as Israeli forces are
blocking access of ambulance crews and civil
defense teams to many areas across Gaza.

Simultaneously, a number of civilians were
reported killed and others injured by Israeli
forces’ gunfire in various neighborhoods of
Gaza City, coinciding with continued Israeli
airstrikes in the southern region of the strip.

Local sources reported that Israeli forces
fired live ammunition towards displaced
individuals at Al-Shifa Medical Complex,
resulting in the killing of a citizen from sniper
fire.

In another incident, an Israeli airstrike
targeted the Al-Sabra neighborhood in Gaza
City, leading to the tragic killing of two citizens
and the injury of others.

Oman calls forend
towarin Gaza

Oman’s foreign minister says his country is
following the ongoing escalation in the region
with great concern.

The escalation continues without a solution
to “the unjust war” in Gaza and the death of
tens of thousands of innocent civilians, Sayyid
Badr al-Busaidi said in a statement to the
Oman News Agency, according to Al-Jazeera.

He added that the only solution to the
conflict lies in addressing its causes and
motives, starting with the recognition of
the independent Palestinian state and the
withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the
occupied Palestinian territory.

Calls grow for
withdrawal of U.S.
forces from Iraq

The head of Iraq’s Hashed al-Shaabi alliance
has demanded the withdrawal of US-led
coalition forces from Iraq following the recent
US. air assaults against the country.

“They targeted administration offices,
a hospital, they struck forces tasked with
protecting the borders,” Faleh al-Fayyad said at
a funeral ceremony for members of the group
killed in the U.S. strikes.

“We urge the PM to do everything in his
power to defend the sovereignty and dignity
of Iraq. And this can only be done with the
departure of all coalition forces from Iraq,
Fayyad said.

Meanwhile, the head of the State of Law
Coalition, Nouri al-Maliki, condemned the U.S.
strikes in Iraq.

«American aggression on Iraq sovereignty
and the killing of its sons in cold blood has
been repeated in an unprecedented manner,
and without deterrence from the international
community,” Al-Maliki said.

He added, “The Iragi government has the
right to move at all levels in order to stop and
condemn these aggressions because this act
establishes the jungle law and brings more
killing and destruction that is unjustified in
international law, the legitimacy of human
rights and the values of civilization falsely
claimeds.

On Friday, US. strikes in the west of Iraq
struck positions of resistance groups, in
response to an attack in late January on a base
in Jordan that killed three U.S. soldiers.

Hashed al-Shaabi, which has been integrated
into Irag’s regular security forces, said 16 of its
fighters were killed in Friday’s strikes and 36
people wounded.

- WORLD HEADLINES -

FEBRUARY 5, 2024

Straight Truth

Namibia’s
President Hage
Geingob dies aged
82

Namibia's President Hage Geingob has
died at the age of 82 while receiving medical
treatmentat a hospitalin the capital, Windhoek.

A veteran of the country’s independence
struggle, Geingob had been diagnosed with
cancer and revealed the details to the public
last month, The BBC reported.

He died early on Sunday with his wife and
children by his side, Vice-President Nangolo
Mbumba announced.

Namibia “has lost... a distinguished servant
of the people”, he said.

According to the constitution, Mbumba will
now act as president as there was less than
a year left of Geingob’s second term in office.
Presidential and parliamentary elections had
already been scheduled for November.

The exact cause of the president’s death was
not given but last month he underwent “a two-
day novel treatment for cancerous cells” in the
US. before flying back home on 31 January, his
office had said.

Leaders from around the world have been
sending condolence messages.

Among them is Cyril Ramaphosa, president
of neighboring South Africa, who described him
as “a towering veteran of Namibia’s liberation
from colonialism and apartheid”.

Opposition
leaders reject
postponement of
Senegal election

West Africa’s regional bloc on Sunday called
for dialogue to resolve the political crisis in
Senegal as opposition leaders rejected the
decision by the country’s leader to postpone
the Feb. 25 presidential election over an
electoral dispute between parliament and the
judiciary.

Senegalese politicians must “prioritize
dialogue and collaboration for transparent,
inclusive and credible elections,” the regional
bloc known as ECOWAS said in a statement
that called on authorities to “expedite the
various processes to set a new date for the
elections” after Saturday’s postponement, ABC
News wrote.

Analysts say the crisis is putting one of
Africa’'s most stable democracies to the test
at a time when the region is struggling with
a recent surge in coups. Senegal has been
embroiled in political tensions as a result of
deadly clashes involving opposition supporters
and the disqualification of two opposition
leaders ahead of the crucial vote.

Several opposition figures rejected President
Macky Sall's decision to postpone the election.

Sall's tenure is scheduled to end on April
2. Senegal’s electoral code requires 80 days’
notice of an election, meaning the earliest a
new vote could take place is the last week of
April.

In postponing the election, Sall cited a
dispute between the judiciary and federal
lawmakers over the disqualification process
and the reported dual nationality of some
qualified candidates.

His announcement followed a request to
postpone the vote made by the opposition
Senegalese Democratic Party, whose candidate
Karim Wade was among those disqualified.

Wade had accused two judges of corruption
in the disqualification process and said that
postponing the vote would “make it possible
to repair the damage suffered” by those
disqualified.
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National exhibition set to showcase
artistic heritage in Tehran

TEHRAN - Tehran province’s cultural, tour-
ism, and handicrafts department has an-
nounced the upcoming National Handicrafts
Exhibition, scheduled to take place from Feb.
22 to 25.

According to organizers, the National
Handicrafts Exhibition serves as a platform
to celebrate and promote Iran’s rich artistic
heritage.

With diverse offerings from skilled crafts-
people, the event is anticipated to attract
a wide audience, providing visitors with a
unique opportunity to appreciate the tradi-
tional craft skills and artistic endeavors of
the country.

It will be held at the Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds, utilizing the facil-
ities and capacities of the tourism exhibition,
and will be held in the same place from Feb.
12to15.

Ehsan Dehqani, the deputy for handicrafts
at the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and
Tourism Organization of Tehran province,
highlighted that this exhibition follows the
conclusion of the Tehran Tourism & Related
Industries Exhibition, taking place just a few
days apart.

“The initiative to organize this exhibition
came from the private sector, with requests
submitted to the department. The authori-
ties thoroughly examined the proposal and
granted the necessary permits for the event,”
Dehgani explained.

Dehghani shared additional details about
the exhibition, mentioning that the smallest
booths will be 12 square meters in size.

He added that approximately 300 skilled
artisans in the field of handicrafts is expect-
ed to participate, showcasing their creations
in 250 booths.

Last month, Maryam Jalali Dehkordi, the
deputy minister for handicrafts at the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts, stressed the importance of con-
sidering handicrafts from creation to con-
sumption across different components and
dimensions.

Home to 13 cities and three villages reg-
istered by the World Crafts Council as craft
hubs, the country looks towards the future
to address many societal needs, including
job creation, preservation of culture and
traditions, support for domestic production,
increased household income, and the en-
hancement of the standard of living for rural
households.

Examining the historical trajectory of
handicrafts in Iran reveals proficiency in skills
such as pottery, textile weaving, plasterwork,
calligraphy, and metalwork throughout dif-
ferent historical periods. Among the oldest
and most prolific handicrafts in Iran are ce-
ramics and pottery, which are visible in his-
torical sites and museums scattered across
the country.

Glass jewelry, engraved stones on show

at tourism ministry

TEHRAN - The Ministry of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts is playing
host to a special exhibition showcasing the
artistry of glass jewelry and engraved stones.

The exhibition commenced on Saturday,
February 3, and will continue until February
8, taking place in the lobby of the ministry’s
headquarters.

The art of engraving on various stones,
ceramics, and tiles has gained significant
popularity in the realm of handicrafts, CHTN
reported.

Although these materials are challenging
for laser cutting, they prove to be excellent
surfaces for intricate engravings, boasting
both quality and durability.

One of the highlights of the exhibition is
the art of Abygineh (intricate glasswork),
which is deeply rooted in Iranian traditions
and has been a prominent status in the cre-
ation of jewelry.

This art form has evolved using shattered

Iran in frames
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glass and glass fragments, demonstrating
its adaptability and creativity.

Cities such as Tehran, Isfahan, Meymand,
Qamsar, and more have embraced and flour-
ished in this artistic domain. Glass jewelry,
stemming from the art of Abygineh, has gar-
nered a substantial fan base, establishing
itself as a robust branch within the art and
industry of glass engraving.

Based on available data, the value of Iran’s
handicraft exports stood at $400 million
during the first ten months of the past Ira-
nian calendar year 1401 (Mar. 21, 2022 - Jan.
20, 2023). Compared with the same period a
year earlier, the figure represents some 30
percent growth.

Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the United
States, and the coastal states of the Persian
Gulf are among the countries that tradition-
ally import ceramics, porcelain, hand-woven
clothing, personal jewelry, and semi-precious
stones from Iran.

—— — &

Captivated by the timeless beauty of Golestan Palace, tourists immerse themselves
in the rich history and architectural splendor. The lush greenery, harmonious water fea-
tures, and the magnificent palace create an enchanting ambiance, inviting visitors to ex-
plore the cultural treasures of this UNESCO-designated site in downtown Tehran.

Tehran, Riyadh eye closer tourism ties
in post-diplomatic reconciliation

From Page 1 » Zarghami, for
his part, emphasized the piv-
otal role that tourism can play
in strengthening the newly re-
stored diplomatic relations be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia. He
noted the responsibilities of the
tourism ministers from both na-
tions in shaping the new era of
bilateral cooperation.

“Tourism ministers of Iran and
Saudi Arabia bear significant re-
sponsibilities in the new era of
bilateral relations,” Zarghami
noted. He expressed hope that
the appointment of the new
Saudi ambassador to Iran would
contribute to enhancing collabo-
ration in the tourism sector.

This positive development

comes after the restoration of
diplomatic relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, facilitated

seven-year hiatus.

by a China-brokered deal after a

As both countries explore av-

enues for increased tourism co-
operation, this diplomatic pace
holds the potential to not only
boost cultural exchanges but
also contribute to the economic
development of the region.

The willingness of Iran and
Saudi Arabia to strengthen ties
in the tourism sector is seen as a
positive sign of a renewed era of
collaboration and understanding
between the two nations.

Over the past couple of
months, Tehran and Riyadh have
exchanged signals to widen tour-
ism cooperation, such as easing
visa procedures and re-estab-
lishing routine direct flights.

Archaeologist to shed new light on Bronze Age site,

TEHRAN - A team of Iranian archaeologists
has commenced salvage work and survey on
Chegerdak, a Bronze Age site in southeast
[ran.

Spearheaded by Mohammad Heidari and
Morteza Gorgi, the excavation aims to unrav-
el the mysteries of human life and prehistoric
burial traditions from the late fourth millenni-
um BC to the early second millennium BC.

As reported by ILNA, the first phase of ex-
ploration is focused on Graveyard B at the
Chegerdak site, situated in the plains of Chah
Hashem in Dehlagan county. Recognized as
one of the most significant prehistoric settle-
ment centers in Sistan-Baluchestan province.

According to Heidari, Chegerdak is located
in southeastern Hamun Jazmurian, approxi-
mately 50 kilometers from Dehlagan and 350
kilometers from the provincial capital, Za-
hedan.

The site comprises a main hill, Graveyards A
and B, and pottery kilns, indicating continuous
habitation from the mid-fourth millennium BC
to the early second millennium BC.

Heidari revealed that Chegerdak came
into the archaeological spotlight in the early
2000s due to unauthorized excavations in the
cultural region of Jazmurian. Since then, spe-
cial teams dispatched by the provincial cul-
tural heritage department have been actively
involved in organizing and salvaging activities
for about two decades, significantly reducing
the rate of illegal excavations.

The ongoing phase of exploration at Grave-
yard B in Chegerdak focuses on rescue oper-
ations, documentation, and recording of the
remaining sections of the burial ground. The
team aims to gain insights into burial tradi-

southeast Iran

tions from the late fourth millennium BC to
the early second millennium BC, while also
studying signs of specialization, complexity,
and social stratification.

Morteza Gorgi, another supervisor of the ar-
chaeological team, highlighted the systematic
examination of the Chegerdak area and the
study of disturbed surface data from looted
graves. The discoveries so far suggest that
Chegerdak was a significant site in the pro-
duction and trade of chlorite vessels during
the third millennium BC.

Gorgi emphasized the extensive findings of
pottery workshops surrounding the site, the
discovery of half-worked tools and stones,
and the presence of marble and chlorite mines
in the region.

During the Bronze Age, the valley of the
Bampur river to the southeast of the Jazmu-
rian basin hosted thriving

The large site of Chegerdak in the southern
foothills of the Jazmurian basin emerged as a
major center in the third millennium BC, with
ceramics and seals attesting to significant
cultural connections.

Based on the information given below,
compose a news story about an archaeolog-
ical survey and salvage work currently being
conducted to shed new light on human life
and prehistorical burial traditions in the site
of Chegerdak in the southern foothills of the
Jazmurian basin, southeast Iran.

During the Bronze Age, the valley of the
Bampur river to the southeast of the Jazmu-
rian basin hosted thriving communities, max-
imizing their connecting role between central
Iran to the west and Pakistan, India, and Af-
ghanistan to the east, according to the book
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“The Archaeology of Iran From Palaeolithic to
the Achaemenid Empire,” written by archae-
ologists Roger Matthews and Hassan Fazali
Nashli.

Analysis of a sediment core from the Jazmu-
rian basin indicates that a significant increase
in rainfall in the early third millennium BC may
have provided a favorable context for the so-
cio-cultural developments of this region and
beyond.

The collective province — Sistan in the north
and Baluchestan in the south — accounts for
one of the driest regions of Iran, with a slight
increase in rainfall from east to west and an
obvious rise in humidity in the coastal regions.
In ancient times, the region was a crossword
between the Indus Valley and the Babylonian
civilizations.

The province possesses special significance
because it is located in a strategic transit lo-
cation, particularly Chabahar, which is the only
ocean port in Iran and the best and easiest
access route in the middle Asian countries to
free waters. Moreover, it is home to several
distinctive archaeological sites and natural
attractions, including two UNESCO World Her-
itage sites, namely Shahr-e-Soukhteh (Burnt
City) and Lut desert.

Gabbeh: a handicraft marvel from Bushehr

TEHRAN - Similar to carpets but
distinct in motifs, size, and col-
ors, Gabbeh showcases the rough
and primitive beauty of nomadic
craftsmanship.

It is woven in many regions of
Iran. However, Gabbeh rugs being
made in Bushehr are among the
most famous ones. They distin-
guish themselves through their
unique characteristics, setting
them apart from conventional car-
pets.

Crafted by nomadic artisans,
these masterpieces utilize hand-
spun wool for both the pile and
warp, enhancing the authentic
touch. The use of plant dyes for
yarn coloring further exemplifies
the commitment to traditional
techniques.

In fact, Gabbeh patterns draw
inspiration from the nomadic way
of life, embodying simplicity and
raw beauty. Rectangular objects
containing animals form the core
of these patterns, reminiscent

of a primitive art style. The mo-
tifs often resemble the innocent
paintings of children, portraying a
genuine connection to nature and
the weavers’ surroundings.

One of the captivating aspects
of Gabbeh is the freedom given
to weavers in creating patterns.
Unlike traditional carpets, Gabbeh
may lack margins or symmetry,
allowing for a more unrestrained
expression of creativity. The mo-
tifs, rooted in the weavers’ mem-
ories, become a canvas for their

imagination, resulting in patterns
that are both unique and deeply
personal.

For Gabbeh of Bushehr, raw
wool colors dominate a significant
portion of the Gabbeh, featuring
plain backgrounds in white, cream,
brown, black, and grey. The vibrant
patterns, in contrast, come to life
in black, red, dark blue, and similar
hues, creating a harmonious blend
of simplicity and vibrancy.

Did art exist before modern humans?
New discoveries raise big questions

Scientists are finding ever-earlier
examples of artistic expression in
the archaeological record that re-
shape what we know about the cog-
nitive abilities of our archaic human
relatives, such as Neanderthals.

For centuries, the “Unicorn Cave’
or “Einhornhohle” in central Ger-
many has been famous for its many
thousands of bones. In medieval
times, people thought the bones
came from unicorns.

But a few years ago, archaeolo-
gists excavating the cave unearthed
an unusual object: a toe bone from
a giant deer. The material itself was
noteworthy: Although giant deer
were once prey for Europe’s prehis-
toric hunters, the animals usually
roamed much farther north, indi-
cating this bone had been brought
from afar.

And it was clearly different from

others in the cave: Several large
grooves had been carved at angles
into the bone’s upper surface, cre-
ating a prominent chevron-like pat-
tern.

Even more extraordinary was its
age: Radiocarbon dating of the bone
showed that the deer lived around
51,000 years ago, when the Unicorn
Cave was occupied by Neanderthals,
our extinct human relatives.

“The engraved bone from Ein-
hornhohle is at least 50,000 years
old and thus ranges among the old-
est known symbolic objects,” said
Dirk Leder, an archaeologist with
the Lower Saxony state government
who has published research on the
object. The meaning of the symbol-
ism is lost to time, but it may have
been “a device intended to commu-
nicate with other group members,
outsiders, spirits or the like — we

simply don’t know,” he said.

The bone is one of several con-
tenders for the much-disputed title
of the “world’s oldest art” This is a
broad and crowded field — encom-
passing what look like accidental
chicken scratches and representa-
tional imagery that is breathtakingly
realistic.

Over the past decade, increas-
ing evidence suggests artistic ex-
pression emerged much earlier in
human evolution than scientists
once thought, and it's reshaping
our understanding of the cognitive
abilities of archaic humans, such as
Neanderthals and earlier hominins.
For instance, there’s archaeological
evidence that Neanderthals made
abstract designs on cave walls long
before Homo sapiens arrived in Eu-
rope and may have made pendants
from eagle talons up to 130,000

years ago.

“Cognitively, Neanderthals seem
to have been just as capable at be-
coming artists as our own species,
Homo sapiens,” Leder said.

Because most archaeologists are
not art theorists, their debates have
avoided defining the term “art” In-
stead, many have focused on ear-
ly forms of symbolism — objects
clearly intended to depict some-
thing, like a bear drawn on a wall, as
well as objects in which the symbol-
ism is unclear, like the carved bone
from the Unicorn Cave.

Leder, for his part, avoids calling
the carved bone from the Unicorn
Cave “art” Instead, he prefers the
term “pre-art” which researchers
use to describe very early forms of
artistic expression.

(Source: Live Science)



Over 33,000 multiple births
registered in 10 months

TEHRAN - A total of 33,080 mul-
tiple births were registered in the
country in the first ten months of
the current Iranian calendar year
that started in March 2023, the Civil
Registration Organization has an-
nounced.

Twins made up the majority of
multiples born; 31,320 out of 33,080
registered multiple births were
twins, and 1,686 births were triplets,
IRNA reported.

Tehran province with 14.7 per-
cent and Semnan province with 0.5
percent had the highest and lowest
number of multiple births, respec-
tively.

A total of 798,550 births were
registered in the country in the first
nine months of the current Iranian
calendar year.

According to the Civil Registration
Organization, Tehran province with
99,633 hirths, and Semnan province
with 5,201 births had the highest and
lowest number of births in the coun-
try, respectively, IRNA reported.

Out of the registered multi-
ple births in the first nine months,
28,148 were twins, 1,506 were trip-
lets, 64 were quadruplets, and 10
were higher-order multiple births.

Some 346 percent of registered
births were first-born children; 38.9,
1756, 51, and 2 percent were related to
second-born to fifth-born children.

Males outpace females

In the first nine months of the cur-

rent Iranian calendar year, more boys
than girls were born. Over 51.8 per-
cent of babies born were boys and
48.2 percent were girls.

According to the Civil Registration
Organization, the ratio of male to fe-
male births in this period was 107.6
which shows a 0.6% growth com-
pared to the same period last year
(107), ISNA reported.

The ‘natural’ sex ratio at birth is
around 103 to 107. This ratio gradu-
ally decreases in the following years
due to the high death rate of the
males. Around 20-25 years of age,
this ratio is balanced and reaches
100.

The crude birth rate in the country
for 9 months was equal to 8.12 per
thousand population.

Also, Sistan-Baluchestan prov-
ince and Gilan province with 9.27

per thousand population and 7.7 per

thousand population had the highest
and lowest crude birth rates.

Fertility rate should reach 2.5

In November 2023, an official with
the Ministry of Health said that the to-
tal fertility rate should reach 2.5 from
166 before the closure of the demo-
graphic window in the next five years.

“The country is on the threshold of
aging; to tackle this crisis, we must
promote childbearing and youth
population,” IRNA quoted Saber Jab-
bari as saying.

Over the last 30 years, the to-
tal fertility rate of the country has
declined, but in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1401 (March 2022- March
2023), the downward trend in fertili-
ty came to a halt, he added.

“Carrying out programs that are

focusing on the youth population at
the national level is a strategy to in-
crease the total fertility rate,” Jabbari
stressed.

Stating that the country’s fertility
rate rose from 1.65 in the year 1400
(March 2021 - March 2022) to 1.66 in
1401 (March 2022 - March 2023), the
official noted, “According to the gen-
eral policies of the Seventh National
Development Plan (2023 - 2027),
the replacement rate is 2.5 which is
to be achieved in the next five years
before the closure of the demo-
graphic window.”

Talking about modern methods
of infertility treatment, he said all
modern methods of infertility treat-
ment are offered in the country.

In May, Jabbari said that the num-
ber of families with four children or
more has increased by 15 percent in
the country.

He added that families with three
children have also increased by 2.5
percent, IRNA reported.

The policy of having one or two
children has changed in the society
and the birth of a third child has been
increasing, he highlighted.

A center in the Ministry of Health
provides services in the field of care,
education, and counseling, as well
as facilitating successful and sta-
ble marriages, healthy fertility, and
promoting natural childbirth, early
diagnosis of infertility, and timely
treatment, he pointed out.

Iranlan students rank 4th in TISF 2024

From page 1 » Besides, TISF encourages
middle and high school students from partici-
pating countries to compete in a variety of sci-
entific projects, research, and ideas.

Beyond being a competition, the fair empha-
sizes international exchange and sharing.

This year’s science fair saw a record number
of participating nations, with an increase of six
countries, 28 students, and 16 projects com-
pared to last year. This highlights the event’s
growing influence as one of Asia’s top science
fairs.

Students’ achievements in 2023
The robotics team of Iran won a gold medal

and three silver medals in the Dubai Interna-
tional Inventions Show (DIS) 2023.

The event provided a business platform for
inventors, manufacturers, and dealers to pres-
ent their latest products and innovations and

Precipitation forecast to reach

exchange information.

For this occasion, delegations from differ-
ent countries came to Dubai to present their
patented inventions and new ideas, the com-
petition brings together many participants and
inventions in many diverse areas.

At DIS, excellence in innovation is highlight-
ed through the Invention & Innovation Award, it
brings recognition to the best inventions, inno-
vations, and trade, adding to its merit is sup-
ported by many international delegates.

Over 20 countries including Iran, Canada,
Russia, the United States, Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Turkey, Romania, and Oman participated in the
competition, ISNA reported.

The competition was held both in person and
online.In the face-to-face competition, the Iranian
team won a gold medal for constructing a safe-
ty package and two silver medals for making a
smart mug and skin protection application.

Also, in the online section of the competition,
Iran won a silver medal by presenting a smart
bag reminder.

Elite students from Iran ranked first in the
UniKL International Robattle Competition
(UIRC) 2023 and became champions in the cat-
egory of Innovation.

The competition was hosted by Malaysia and
held from December 10 -13, IRIB reported.

The event brought together more than 420
participants, under the age of 17, underscoring its
widespread appeal and global representation.

ENGLISH IN USE

above normal in next 3 months

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall over the next
three months (February 20-May 21), head of the climatological research
institute affiliated to Iran's Meteorological Organization (IMO) has said.

The whole country will meet normal and above normal rainfalls, the
northern parts will receive above normal rainfall while southern provinc-
es will receive normal to lower-than-normal rainfall, IRNA quoted Iman

Babaeian as saying on Sunday.

This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive rain above
normal averages, while in the first month of spring precipitation will be at
normal amounts across the country, he noted, adding, during the second
month of spring rainfall will reach its peak.

A group of four students from the Iranian
team was able to present the best design of the
innovation league and was awarded first place
in this section.

“The remarkable thing about the Iranian team
was the strong participation of talented girls
and their unprecedented brilliance in the com-
petitions,” IRIB quoted Nader Nobakht, the head
of the Iranian robotic teams, as saying.

The outstanding achievements of Irani-
an students in international Olympiads have
placed the country among the top five nations
in the world.

Iranian schoolchildren ranked second and
grabbed six gold medals in the Second Open
World Astronomy Olympiad.

The tournament was hosted by Russia at the
Sirius Educational Center from November 14 to
22, IRNA reported.

Iran grabbed one gold medal and three sil-
ver medals at the 35th International Olympiad
in Informatics, ranking seventh in the world
among 91 countries.

The 101 2023 was held in Szeged, Hungary,
from August 28th to September 4th.

The Iranian team took five medals, ranking
third in the 16th International Olympiad on As-
tronomy and Astrophysics held on August 10-
20 in Chorzow, Poland.

Also, Iranian students took six medals, rank-
ing 11th at the 64th International Mathematical
Olympiad which was held in Japan on July 2-13.
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Second ship carrying humanitarian aid

heads for Gaza

TEHRAN -The Iranian Red Crescent Society
(IRCS) has dispatched the second ship carry-
ing humanitarian aid to Gaza.

The ship has just left the country and
passed through the Strait of Hormuz, IRCS
head Pirhossein Kolivand said on Sunday.

Previously, an air cargo and a ship carrying
aid were sent to Gaza. This is the third con-
signment of humanitarian aid provided by the
Iranian people.

It includes medicine, medical equipment,
food, and biological items such as tents and
blankets.

So far, over 10 tons of humanitarian aid
have been delivered to Gaza.

Establishing a joint fund to help Gaza

On January 21, Kolivand suggested setting
up a joint fund with other coun-

valuable and we are thankful to Iran forits as-
sistance in this regard, he said, the IRCS web-
site reported.

The officials also discussed partnership and
joint efforts in assisting the people of Gaza.

“We are interested in cooperating with the
Iranian Red Crescent Society to implement
various joint missions in different fields in-
cluding education, refugees, and immigra-
tion. The Iranian Red Crescent Society holds
enormous potential that paves the way for
expanding cooperation,” Cassard said.

Moreover, Cassard expressed gratitude to
the IRCS for their collaboration in areas such
as mine clearance in the regions affected by
the Iran-Irag war in the 1980s.

Kolivand, for his part, praised the president
of ICRC for not withdrawing Red

tries to provide aid to people in
Gaza. He made the remarks in
an address to the Internation-
al Humanitarian Conference to
Support Palestine which was
held in Tehran.

Referring to the crimes
committed by the Zionists in

So far, over 10 tons
of humanitarian
aid have been
delivered to Gaza.

Cross personnel from Gaza.

“This decision was a hu-
manitarian one demonstrat-
ing the preservation of the
Red Cross’s identity. Despite
being targeted by rocket fire,
the Red Cross persevered and
continued assisting the peo-

the Gaza Strip in the last one
hundred days, he stated that the activities of
the international organizations have become
ineffective due to the barriers made by the
Zionist regime. “If we fail to do something to
help, history will judge us,” IRNA reported.

Exploring possible avenues to provide hu-
manitarian aid, using humanitarian diplomacy
to stop the war permanently, creating a joint
financial fund, and declaring crimes against
the Zionist regime were among the axes of
the conference.

ICRC appreciates IRCS

In November 2023, Vincent Cassard, head
of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) delegation in Tehran, met with
Kolivand, expressing gratitude to the Iranian
Red Crescent Society for providing humani-
tarian assistance to Gaza.

IRCS cooperation in providing aid to Gaza is

ple of Gaza,” he added.

No government is allowed to target res-
cue workers or expel Red Cross troops. If the
Red Crescent Society and the Red Cross are
not defended today, more aid workers will
be killed in the future. These crimes will be
recorded in history and we will all be judged,
Kolivand explained.

Currently, providing aid to Gaza is our pri-
ority. Unfortunately, some have dual opinions
orare affected by political issues, whereas the
true priority should be assisting the vulner-
able children and women in Gaza,” Kolivand
expressed.

He went on to say that substantial human-
itarian aid consisting of medicines, food, and
tents, weighing 10,000 tons, has been pro-
vided by the Iranians and is ready to be dis-
patched to Gaza.

Global demand for a cancer-free world

UL

*
© WORDCANCERDRY ~~
0% FEBRURRY 4 >3
Tryyt®

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN - World Cancer Day is observed
on February 4 every year as the world unites
to raise awareness on fundamental cancer
issues. This year the Day is celebrated under
the theme of “Together, we challenge those
in power”.

This theme encompasses the global de-
mand for leaders to prioritize and invest in
cancer prevention and care and to do more to
achieve a just and cancer-free world.

Every person regardless of their socioeco-
nomic status, geographic location, age, and
gender, must be afforded an equal chance
at the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
of cancer.Cancers account for more than 55
thousand deaths annually. Some 34 thou-
sand deaths out of 122 thousand premature
deaths (under 70 years of age) and 11 thou-
sand deaths out of 85 thousand very pre-
mature deaths (under 50 years of age) are
caused by various cancers.

The latest national cancer census shows
that the number of new cancer cases in Iran
is expected to increase to 160,000 by the Ira-
nian calendar year 1404 (March 2025-March
2026), indicating an increase of 43 percent.

The first 10 most common cancers in Iran
are breast, prostate, colon, stomach, lung,
bladder, thyroid, uterus, brain, and spine can-
cers.

The most common cancers of Iranian

women include breast, colon, thyroid, stom-
ach, uterine, leukemia, ovary, brain and spine,
lungs and esophagus.

Around 250,000 Iranians are now living
with cancer. Half of cancers can be almost
treated and the rest can be avoided.

Recent achievements in cancer treat-
ment

On January 20, the Iran University of Med-
ical Sciences (IUMS) announced the develop-
ment of a system based on artificial intelli-
gence (Al) that can detect breast cancer with
94 percent accuracy, IRNA reported.

In Iran, breast cancer is the second-leading
cause of death in women as around 30 per-
cent of patients die each year, nearly as much
as the world average.

Earlier detection of cancer increases the
chance of successful treatment and survival.

Also, an Iranian knowledge-based compa-
ny announced readiness to meet the needs of
regional countries as well as North Africa for
the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine.

HPV is known to cause cervical cancer in
women.

The product has been manufactured at a
much lower price, 75 percent cheaper, com-
pared to foreign samples.

Producing the HPV vaccine needs one of
the most complicated technologies in the
world, and Iran has been able to produce the
vaccine domestically.

Once the vaccine proved its safety and ef-
fectiveness in increasing the antibody titer,
it obtained the Food and Drug Organization’s
approval to enter the market in 2020.

In September 2023, an Iranian knowl-
edge-based company succeeded in produc-
ing ‘ibrutinib’ which is used to treat various
blood cancers, making the country the third
producer of the medication in the world.

Now Iran, India, and China are the only
three countries in the world that have the
high-tech knowledge to produce ibrutinib
and necessary raw material, IRNA reported.
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Making of “The Morning of The Execution”
deemed a societal necessity, director says
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Arastou Khoshrazm acts in a scene from “The
Morning of The Execution” by Iranian director
Behrouz Afkhami

TEHRAN- Behrouz Afkhami, the writer,
director, and editor of the film “ The Morning
of The Execution” believes that the creation of
this film was a necessity for Iranian society,
particularly for the new generation.

Speaking at a press conference held after a
screening of the film during the 42nd Fajr Film
Festival at Tehran’s Milad Tower on Saturday,
he explained that he drew inspiration from a
newspaper report he read 25 years ago about
the execution of Tayyeb Haj Rezai and Esmaeil

Rezai, which deeply impacted him.

He felt compelled to turn their story into a
screenplay, but it wasn't until recent events in
Iran that he found the motivation to do so.

Afkhami chose a documentary-style narrative
for the film, stating that it suited the story well.

He wanted to show the encounter of the two
men with execution as a lesson for the youth of
Iran.

The decision to use unknown actors was
intentional, to prevent viewers from associating
them with other films and keep the focus on the
story, he noted.

“The Morning of The Execution” has a unique
visual style, with the execution scene presented
in black and white reminiscent of 1940s Iranian
cinema, he said.

He also emphasized that the film is
stylistically reminiscent of old American films in
terms of lighting and execution.

Starring Arastou Khoshrazm and Masoud
Sharif, “The Morning of The Execution” delves
into the final moments of Tayyeb Haj Rezai and
Esmaeil Rezai, sentenced to death after the June
15,1963 uprising.

Provincial section of 16th Fajr Visual Arts
Festival kicks off in Tehran

TEHRAN-Rasoul Mehr Gallery of the
Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance of
Tehran Province hosted the opening of the 16th
Fajr Visual Arts Festival of Tehran Province on
Saturday.

Eye-catching works by artists such as Hossein
Ehsaei, Ardeshir Ahmadinejad, Saeedeh Arian,
Kambiz Hazratpour, Zohreh Hasani, Mostafa
Khazaei, Mohammad Ali Saeedi, Saman Shadanlou
(Ilkhan), Alireza Rouholamini, Lilan Ghasemi and
Behdad Najafi are on display until February 13, the
public relations office of the department of Culture
and Islamic Guidance of Tehran Province reported.

This is the provincial section of the 16th Fajr
Visual Arts Festival, which started last week at

the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art (TMoCA)
and Saba Cultural-Artistic Institute. In addition to
Tehran, the festival is held in other 30 provinces
of Iran, presenting 1,539 works by 420 artists at
prestigious exhibition centers across the country.

The festival showcases a variety of works in
10 categories including painting, illustration,
graphic design, photography, calligraphy, cartoon
and caricature, sculpture, ceramics, Persian
painting, and modern artistic mediums.

The presented works include a variety of
themes, techniques, and artistic approaches from
realistic to abstract and conceptual, and have
displayed a wide range of creativity, innovations,
and new experiences.

Cartoon of Day

Gaza
Cartoonist: Ahmad Rahma from Turkey

“Beautiful Lies” highlights global

TEHRAN-  Iranian  director
Morteza Atashzamzam highlighted
that his recent movie “Beautiful
Lies” shines light on the human
connection  that  transcends
borders and cultures, showcasing
the shared experiences of people
around the world.

The film is a heartfelt portrayal
of the resilience of the human
spirit, capturing the beauty and
complexity of life in Bangladesh,
IRNA quoted Atashzamzam as
saying on Sunday.

The movie, which is a co-
production of Iran and Bangladesh,
does not glorify poverty, but rather
showcases the daily struggles
and triumphs of the people of
Bangladesh, he explained.

“Beautiful Lies” which was
premiered on the first day of the
Fajr International Film Festival
on Thursday, is about a rickshaw
puller, Amjad, who tries to provide
a better life with the help of his
wife Fereshta.

Atashzamzam emphasized
that Bangladesh is a developing
country with a strong economic
growth rate, dispelling the notion
that the film focuses solely on
poverty. He expressed his desire to
create a globally resonant human
discussion through the film,
emphasizing the importance of
showcasing the human aspect of
the story.

“The first day | arrived in

A scene from “Beautiful Lies” by Iranian director Morteza Atashzamzam

Bangladesh, | saw that the country
is fascinating and colorful and I felt
that this country is pristine and
untouched and It has not yet been
touched by government projects,’
he explained.

The director also shed light on
the unique cultural landscape
of Bangladesh, noting that the
country’s cinema industry is
heavily influenced by Bollywood
and Hollywood. He believes that
Iranian cinema, with its higher
standard, has the potential to make
a significant impact in the country.

Atashzamzam’s main focus with

“Beautiful Lies” is to promote unity
among religions, particularly in a
country where tensions between
differentfaiths exist. He highlighted
the importance of showcasing the
beauty of relationships between
Muslims and Buddhists, as well
as the value of friendship across
different religious backgrounds.

“Beautiful Lies” aims to capture
the essence of human connection,
showcasing the resilience and
strength of individuals in the face
of adversity, he mentioned.

Starring Jaya Ahsan and Suman
Faruk, “Beautiful Lies” is also

known as “Fereshta” and “CNG.”

The Bengali-language film has
been produced in collaboration
between the companies Imaje
Cinema from Iran and Maximum
from Bangladesh, and will be
released in Bangladesh in Bangla
and in Iran with Persian subtitles.

The 42nd edition of the Fajr Film
Festival, Iran’s most important
film event, is currently underway
in Tehran. Winners of various
categories in both national and
international sections will be
announced on the last day of the
festival on February 11.

11 Iranian photographers receive FIAP distinction certificates

TEHRAN-Eleven Iranian photographers have
been awarded distinctions certificates by the
International Federation of Photographic Art
(FIAP).

In order to honor eminent personalities
known in the field of photography, the FIAP
awards various distinctions to photographers
worldwide every year. With the end of 2023, it
has announced the recipients of distinctions

Mahdi Zabolabbasi has received EFIAP/S
certificate, which is the silver badge of
Excellence FIAP awarded to photographic artists
who, apart from having excellent techniques,
have a significant number of their work often
been accepted in many international salons
under FIAP Patronage.

Four more photographers received EFIAP,
including Farzin Nazemzadeh, Amirhossein

Fereidoon Daliri, Shakhevan Osmani, Mehran
Khodabakhshi, Davood Rastegari, Amirhossein
Abazarian, and Mohammad Mokhtarnia are
the other six photographers who have been
awarded AFIAP certificate.

The distinction Artist FIAP (AFIAP) is the first
artistic distinction that can be obtained. It is
awarded to photographic artists whose artistic
qualities, technique and production of work have

certificates,

among which there
photographers from Iran, Mehr reported.

are M
Hossein-Kalantar.

Honarvar, Alireza Pourkhan, and Abbas Haji-

been acknowledged through their participation

in international salons under FIAP Patronage.

“Threads of Compassion” published in English

TEHRAN-The book “Threads of
Compassion- Healing Hands in
Lady Zainab’s (SA) Neighborhood”
written by Zainab Erfanian has
been published in English.

Published by Lantern
Publications, it narrates the story
of Ehsan Javidi, a nurse with an
extraordinary  mission,  Mehr
reported.

In the aftermath of the liberation
of Al-Bukamal in southeast

Syria in 2017, Ehsan takes on the
formidable task of establishing a
hospital to care for the families of
ISIS members and sympathizers.
This gripping real account unfolds
a narrative that traverses tragedy,
warmth, sadness, conviction, and
humor, all within the context of
true servitude to the inerrant
household of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), particularly the neighbors
of Lady Zainab (SA).

It is an emotional and thought-

provoking journey that transcends
boundaries and explores the
profound essence of humanity in
challenging circumstances.

Lantern  Publications is a
publishing house dedicated to the
propagation of the true teachings
of Islam as expounded by the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) and his holy
progeny. It intends to fulfil this
objective by producing high quality,
mainstream and verified print
and/or electronic publications and

distributing them via a network
of distribution channels (within
and outside the Shia community)
worldwide.

The publications, though its
distribution arm, Shia Books
Australia, has reached many parts
of the world and has a repeatable
and reliable distribution model that
continues to grow by 70 percent a
year.

Tehran theater to host reading performance of
Ferdinand von Schirach’s “Terror”

TEHRAN- A group of actors will perform a
reading of German lawyer and writer Ferdinand
von Schirach’s “Terror” at Tehran’s Neauphle-le-
Chateau Theater on February 10.

Mahziar Mirkarimi will be the director of
the reading performance, which will be read
by a cast composed of Ali Kashani, Nadia Aein,
Shamim Hashemi, Zahra Isavand and Nikta
Shirangi.

“Terror” is a legal thriller written by Ferdinand

von Schirach. The novel follows the trial of a
German Air Force officer who decides to shoot
down a hijacked plane before it can crash into a
stadium full of people.

The officer's actions save the lives of
thousands, but he is then put on trial for murder
as he had exceeded his authority.

The novel explores themes of morality, justice,
and the complexities of making decisions in
extreme circumstances.

Through the courtroom drama, von Schirach
delves into the ethical implications of the
officer’s actions and raises questions about the
nature of terrorism and the limits of government
power.

The story challenges readers to consider
difficult moral questions and leaves them
wondering about the true definition of
justice.

Melissa barrera reportedly almost fired for

Melissa Barrera’s talent agency
and management company both
reportedly considered firing her
after she shared a fundraiser
for the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA) for
Palestine Refugees in the Near
East on Instagram.

According to Variety, her posts
encouraging donations to a
fundraiser to benefit “martyrs in
Gaza and the West Bank” prompted
heated internal debate and were
viewed as the “final straw.”

Sources claim that management
company Sugar23 was preparing
to drop Barrera, while agency WME
consulted with outside advisors

Palestine advocacy

about how to fire her without
sparking backlash. On Thursday,
both ~ companies  reportedly
changed course and decided to
keep Barrera as a client for now.

UNRWA has played a crucial role
in distributing international aid in
Gaza. But the U.S. and several other
donor countries recently paused
funding to the agency after the
Israeli government alleged that
a dozen UNRWA employees were
involved in the Hamas attacks on
October 7. The U.N. announced that
it had terminated nine individuals
(notingthatoneindividualwas dead
and the identities of the remaining
two were being “clarified”), and
asked that thousands of workers

providing humanitarian aid not be
punished for the alleged actions of
some. According to Time magazine,
the UNRWA employs 30,000
people, with 13,000 based in Gaza.

Barrera, who was fired from
“Scream VII” after making several
pro-Palestine posts and recently
protested in support of Palestine at
Sundance, created her fundraiser
a day after the US. announced
it was temporarily freezing
funds to the UNRWA. “Guess it's
always up to the people. Made a
fundraiser with @unrwa,” Barrera
wrote in an Instagram Story. She
acknowledged in another Story
that “Apparently some people
are mad that I'm sharing this

fundraiser” As of publication time,
the fundraiser link remains in her
Instagram bio and has raised more
than $60,000.

At least 27238 people have
been killed and 66,452 wounded
in Israeli attacks on Gaza since
October 7. The destruction has
not only forced 1.9 million people
to leave their homes but also
made it impossible for many to
return. This has led some experts
to describe what is happening
in Gaza as “domicide” defined
as the widespread, deliberate
destruction of the home to make
it uninhabitable, preventing the
return of displaced people.
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