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Iran FM meets Qatari, Resistance leaders in regional tour

No Foreign Dictates

on Palestinians

Iranian Foe/gn mr Hossein Amir Abdollahian (L) meeting with Hamas Political Bureau chief Ismail Haniyeh in Doha on Tuesday, February 13 2024,

U.S. strikes on
Resistance bases in
Irag and Syria:
A message to Iran?

By Maryam Geshani

The United States Central Command
(CENTCOM) announced on Saturday,
February 2, that it targeted positions in
Syria and Irag in response to the killing of
three soldiers in an attack on a Jordanian
base 5 days before. CENTCOM claimed
to have targeted 85 positions in these
mcursions.

In a statement, U.S. President Joe
Biden said, “At my direction, U.S. military
forces struck targets at facilities in Iraq
and Syria,” adding that the attacks “will
continue at times and places of our
choosing” Biden's statement said the U.S.
“does not seek conflict in the Middle East
or anywhere else in the world” » Page 3

Arab League: Israeli
displacement of
Palestinians from Gaza
would lead to confrontation

‘for next 1000 years’

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN- The Gaza Strip has been the scene
of death and destruction for more than four
months amid Israel’s relentless strikes in the
besieged Palestinian territory.

Soon after Israel launched its onslaught on
October 7, it ordered Palestinians to leave the
north of the strip and seek safety in southern
areas such as Khan Younis and Rafah. But, as
the war went on, the regime issued evacuation
orders for areas where the Palestinians had
been told to take refuge.

Israel has recently intensified airstrikes
on Rafah after Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu ordered the military to prepare a
plan to evacuate civilians from the city ahead of
an expected ground offensive. » Page 5

Hamas kills 10 Israeli
soldiers

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN - The Israeli military has
confirmed that three more troops,
including a senior officer and a battalion
commander, have been killed whilst
fighting in Gaza on Monday. Two others
have sustained serious injuries.

On Tuesday, the Israeli army named the
troops that had been killed in combat by
the Palestinian resistance in southern
Gaza.

They are Lieutenant Colonel Netanel
Yaacov Elkouby, who was the battalion
commander; Major Yair Cohen, who
was the deputy company commander;
and Sergeant Ziv Chen.

On Monday, the Israeli military
announced that two more troops
had been killed during fighting in the
southern Gazan city of Khan Younis on
Sunday. » Page 5

Hezbollah: Anti-Israeli
attacks won’t stop
unless the regime ends
Gaza war

Secretary-General of Lebanon’s
Hezbollah Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah has
warned that the resistance movement
will not stop military operations against
Israel until the regime ends its war on the
besieged Gaza Strip.

“The front in southern Lebanon is a
front of support, assistance, solidarity,
and participation in weakening the
Israeli enemy until it reaches the point
where it is convinced that it must stop
its aggression. This front will only stop
when the aggression against Gaza stops
within an agreement with the Palestinian
resistance,” Nasrallah said, Jerusalem Post
reported on Tuesday.

He also rejected threats by Israeli
officials of a large-scale war if Hezbollah
refuses to stop its attacks. » Page 5

Opinion |

“Dangerous narratives”:
That’s right!

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor-in-Chief

TEHRAN- Meta’s action to remove the Ins-
tagram and Facebook accounts of Ayatollah
Khamenei is not surprising. This is because
we live at a time where 30,000 Palestinian
citizens, including 12,000 children, have been
killed in a few months, and the global com-
munity is just a spectator to this unprece-
dented and tragic scene.

In such a period and time, the collusion of
Israel’s allies against voices trying to awaken
the world from its slumber is an unethical
yet predictable policy. Ayatollah Khamenei
has delivered 19 speeches since October
7th (the start of the Gaza war), and almost
all of them have addressed the issue of the
war on Gaza. One of the main themes of the
Leader’s position in these speeches has been
exposing the crimes of the Israeli regime, its
supporters and accomplices, namely West-
ern countries.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is the largest
and main supporter of the oppressed people
of Palestine in the region. This fundamental
policy has been a foreign policy priority since
the victory of the Islamic Revolution. This
policy has not changed over time. Meanwhile,
over the past 45 years, the U.S,, as Tel Aviv’s
main ally, has tried to weaken Iran’s deter-
mination with various tricks to retreat from
this policy. » Page 2

Iranian ports’ capacity
hits 290m tons

TEHRAN - The capacity of Iranian ports has
increased to 290 million tons, according to
the head of the country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO).

Ali-Akbar Safaei said the increase in the
loading and unloading capacity of the ports
has led to the growth of the country’s mar-
itime trade by eight percent in the current
Iranian calendar year (ends on March 19)
compared to the previous year.

Stating that 140,000 ships visit Iran’s
ports every year, he added: “Although private
sector fleets are facing sanctions restric-
tions, Iran’s maritime fleet is now among the
top 20 countries in the world”

Iran’s ports, as the major gates of exports
and imports, play some significant role in the
country’s global trade, and the ongoing op-
eration at the ports indicates that they are
playing their part perfectly in this regard.

Attaching great importance to the role of
ports, the Iranian government has always
put the development of ports atop agenda of
its activities.

By examining the regional conditions and
capacities of ports, Iran’s maritime sector
has always put the development and equip-
ping of the country’s ports in line with the
developments and advances of technology
and the latest technologies in the world, and
despite the limitations due to the expansion
of sanctions, » Page 4

Parliament websites hit
with cyber attack

TEHRAN- Iran's parliament websites fell victim to a
cyber intrusion as confirmed by officials on Tuesday.

Apparently, the Mojehadin-e Khlag Organization
(MKQ) is behind the hacking as pictures of the anti-
Iran terrorist cult’s leaders were uploaded on the
website.

Both the parliament and Khane Mellat (ICANA.r)
news agency websites were rendered inaccessible
due to the cyber assault. Technical teams are currently
investigating the extent of the breach, as stated by the
legislature’s representatives to IRNA.

The hacking group affiliated with the exiled
terrorist outfit claimed responsibility for the cyber
intrusion. In a message disseminated through
their Telegram channel, the group boasted about
penetrating 600 servers linked to Iran's parliament,
subsequently releasing numerous pages of
compromised material

This cyber breach comes on the heels of the
upcoming parliamentary elections scheduled for
March 1.

@ Tehran Times/ Bahman Vakhshour

39th Fajr
International Music

Festival kicks off

TEHRAN-The 39th edition of the
Fajr nternational Music Festival
(FIMF) kicked off on Monday, February
12, in Tehran.

The all-female music group Nahal
led by singer Leila Najafi staged the
first performance of the festival at
Vahdat Hall, which was especially for
women, ISNA reported.

Comprising musicians playing both

Nahal Music Group performed a
repertoire of nostalgic traditional and
pop songs with new arrangements.

The programs of the first day
of the festival were followed with
performances by Iran National
Orchestra and Salar Aghili. » Page 8

[ranian and international instruments,

US. lays hands on

Venezuelan cargo plane

TEHRAN- The United States confiscated
on Monday a Boeing 747 cargo jet operated
by Emtrasur, a Venezuelan freight airline,
alleging that it has infringed the American
export controls.

The aircraft was originally sold by Mahan
Air, an Iranian airline sanctioned by the
United States, to a Venezuelan company, who
subsequently transferred it to Emtrasur.

The US. Justice Department said Monday
that the American-built plane had arrived in
Florida and would be disposed of.

Matthew S. Axelrod, assistant secretary
of export enforcement at the Department of
Commerce, purportedly said that Mahan Air
supported Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps and Hezbollah. The airline has denied
any ties to the aircraft.

The seizure has prompted international
outcry, with former Bolivian President
Evo Morales and Venezuela’s government
criticizing the spurious move. » Page 2
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Iran’s power triangle

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In an interview with Heshmatollah Falahat
Pisheh, Arman-e-Melli investigated the position
of America in the region and wrote: It is hard to
accept the fact that the United States of America
has spent thousands of billions of dollars in the
region to plunder the interests of countries, and
now under the pressure of resistance missiles in
theregion intends to leave Iraq and Syria. Probably,
the US. foreign policy structures have plans for
independent countries in the region, including
Iran. America, the Zionist regime, and even NATO
members are focusing on neutralizing the Iranian
triangle. Iran has a triangle of power, and this
triangle has caused the Western strategies in the
region to not reach their desired results.

One side of this triangle is the missile program,
the other side is the nuclear power and the third
side is the strategic depth of Tehran in the region.
Americans have targeted Iran’s strategic power to
strike this triangle. To what extent this American
policy will succeed depends on the defense of the
opposite party, America and the Zionists.

Kayhan: Biden is afraid of Iran

In a note, Kayhan discussed America’s fear of
Iran and quoted Jason Brodsky, policy director
of the “United Against Nuclear Iran” as saying:
Considering the recent developments in the region
and the claim that Iran has a role in the actions of
the resistance forces in the region against the
American military and positions, Biden has shown
that he is afraid of Iran, and this issue has led to
the weakening of the deterrence power of the
American army.

The war in Gaza led to the rise of tensions
between the American military and the resistance
groups in the region, and it became an excuse by
Washington to repeat the claim of Iran’s military
and financial support to the resistance groups
and their control, which is a sign of the Biden
administration’s fear and is a very dangerous
thing for the United States. The West claims Iran’s
military and financial support for the resistance
forces in the region and control over their actions.
Meanwhile, Iran has repeatedly rejected this
claim. Contrary to its anti-American hostility, Iran
has been able to successfully deter U.S. military
attacks on its soil. But America has hesitated and
has shown an unwarranted degree of compliance
and consideration towards Iran.

Shargh: Iran’s authority has defeated the
Iranophobia project

Shargh devoted its editorial to the Iranophobia
project by Germany and wrote: West Asia
has reached the top of the world news in the
last four months, centered on the legitimate
resistance of the Palestinian people against the
occupation and aggression of the Zionist regime.
According to the thought-provoking words of
Scholz, the German chancellor, in Washington,
Iran should be prevented from becoming the
most important regional power, considering the
possible escalation of tensions. Iran’s pivotal role
in the fight against terrorism and security in the
region, becoming a role model for the nations of
the region, the convergence of regional countries
to develop comprehensive relations with Tehran,
the great scientific and technical capacities of
Iran as the first scientific power of the region, its
military and defense authority at all levels, etc,
are such that today Iran has become an effective
decision maker in regional and world equations.
Therefore, Iran is practically the superior power of
the region, and Scholz’s claim to prevent Iran from
becoming powerful can be seen as storytelling,
which is more than anything derived from Scholz’s
ambitious approaches.

Ham Mihan: Biden’s strategy in the Middle East

In a commentary, Ham Mihan dealt with the White
House's new strategy for the turbulent West Asia
region and said: The pillars of Joe Biden's policies
include participation, diplomacy and de-escalation,
deterrence, integration and democratic values. These
five principles have guided America’s approach to the
region, from ending the war in Yemen to confronting
Iran and laying the foundation for a more integrated,
stable, peaceful, and prosperous region. The United
States supports its friends, and this support for
Israel is not only against the threat of Hamas, but
this support necessarily focuses on other threats,
including Hezbollah, other Iranian-backed groups,
and Iran itself. According to Thomas Friedman, the
new strategy of the Biden administration to deal
with the multilateral war involving Gaza, Iran, Israel,
and the region is being formed. If this doctrine is not
big and bold, it will intensify the crisis in the region in
such a way that Iran’s position will be strengthened,
Israel will be isolated and America’s ability to
influence regional developments will be weakened.

U.S. lays hands on Venezuelan cargo plane

From page 1 » Venezuela’s government on
Monday called the transfer a “shameful rapacious
operation” and vowed to “take all actions to
restore justice and achieve the restitution of the
aircraft to its legitimate owner”

The administration of Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro also accused the US. and
Argentine governments of “collusion” and of
violating civil aeronautics regulations “as well
as the commercial, civil and political rights” of
Emtrasur.

The United States filed a complaint in 2022
saying that Mahan Air's transfer of the jet to
Emtrasur violated federal export control rules,
noting that the airline was under severe penalties.

In a similar move, Iran’s Foreign Ministry’s
spokesman Nasser Kannani strongly denounced
such confiscation, calling it “violation of the
international laws and regulations by the US.
officials.” At the request of the U.S. officials, the
plane was detained in June 2022 by Argentine
law enforcement, and U.S. officials moved several
weeks later to take possession of it. Argentina
officially transferred custody of the plane to the
U.S. on Sunday, officials said.

In 2022, Kanaani said in a statement that the
five Iranian nationals were released after 129
days of diplomatic, legal, and consular efforts
by Iran and VenezuelaThe spokesman asserted
that an investigative judge in Argentina had

ultimately determined that the documents
and evidence provided by the plaintiffs, namely
DAIA (the umbrella organization of Argentina’s
Jewish community) and two Zionist members
of the Argentinean parliament, were invalid and
unreliable. The judge had also ordered the release
of the Iranian crew of the plane by lifting the travel
ban.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro accused
the United States of attempting to “steal a huge,
sophisticated cargo jet from us”

Pilot Gholamreza Ghasemi, one of the Iranians
previously barred from leaving, was forced to land
his Boeing 747 cargo plane in Argentina on June 8,
2022 after arriving from Mexico with a supply of
auto parts and trying in vain to enter Uruguay.

In February, Kanaani showed harsh reaction
to the US. threat to re-impose sanctions on
Venezuela's oil industry, considering it illegal
under international law and the UN Charter.

He added that the US’s instrumental use of
sanctions as a weapon to meddle in the internal
affairs of other nations.

“Resorting to such measures is tantamount
to direct intervention in the internal affairs of
countries and a violation of the United Nations
Charter” he added.

Venezuela and Iran, who inked a 20-year
cooperation agreement in June, are both subject
to harsh U.S. sanctions.

Enemies’ miscalculations will incur heavy
costs, says commander

TEHRAN - Major General Gholamali Rashid,
Commander of the Central Khatam al-Anbiya
Headquarters, issued a stern warning, stating
that Iran stands prepared to impose significant
costs on any enemy that miscalculates its
actions towards Tehran.Addressing a conference,
Major General Rashid emphasized Iran’s vigilant

monitoring of enemy movements, underscoring
the nation’s readiness to defend itself. He
highlighted the massive turnout of the Iranian
people on Bahman 22, the National Day, describing
it as an “epic display of national solidarity””

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein  Amir  Abdollahian and
Head of Hamas' political bureau
Ismail Haniyeh discussed the latest
developments surrounding the war
in Gaza.

In a meeting on Tuesday, they
exchanged views over a wide
range of topics including the latest
situation of the Gaza war in the
political and operational fields, the
need to stop the Zionist regime’s
aggression and crimes against the
people of Gaza and the West Bank,
and the immediate sending of
humanitarian aid to the people of
Gaza.

On the third leg of a regional tour
that is centered on ways to settle
the crises and issues in Gaza, Amir
Abdollahian arrived on Monday in
the Qatari capital, Doha.

Like the talks in Beirut and
Damascus, the main topics of the
Iranian foreign minister’s meetings
with Qatari authorities focused
on the developments in Palestine
and ways to end the brutal Israeli
onslaught against Gaza.

Iran’s top diplomat held talks with
senior Qatari officials about a range
of issues, including cooperation
between Tehran and Doha.

During his sojourn to Lebanon, he
held talks with certain resistance
leaders, calling for the end to the
onslaught on the Gaza Strip.

During a meeting with about 15
officials from different Palestinian
groups in the Syrian capital Damascus
on Sunday, Iran’s foreign minister
noted that the Tel Aviv regime
would fall if the US. officials put a
moratorium on all kinds of support.

“The Israeli regime totally
collapsed after Operation Al-Agsa

Storm, and if it were not for the
US's all-out meddling in the field
in support of the Zionist regime
and its efforts to resurrect and
save it, this collapse would have
been completely visible] Amir
Abdollahian pointed out.

He went on to add that “the
Israeli regime and the US.
government achieved none of their
declared goals since the beginning
of the war on Gaza and that they
are now forced to hold political talks
with Hamas, whom Tel Aviv and
Washington called for its demise””

Amir Abdollahian also said that
the struggle and resilience of the
resistance groups, as well as the
sacrifices of people in Gaza and
the West Bank, and the practical
unity of the Axis of Resistance in
solidarity with Palestine helped the
nation defeat the occupying regime.
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In addition, he hailed the support
provided for the Palestinians by
the resistance factions in Lebanon,
Yemen, Iraq and Syria, along with
independent and brave governments
and nations.

Bilateral, regional talks with
Qatari Emir

In a meeting with Qatari Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani

on Tuesday, Amir Abdollahian
described the relations and
cooperation between the two

countries in various fields as very
good.

He also stated that the full
implementation of the agreements
made in the meeting between the
two presidents will provide a basis
for strengthening the increasingly
friendly and fraternal relations
between Iran and Qatar.

Iran’s top diplomat considered

Iran FM meets Qatari, Resistance leaders in regional tour
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cooperation between the two
countries  on  regional  and
international issues as constructive
which is centered on enhancing
peace, stability, and security in the
region. Referring to the Palestinian
issue and the tragic events in Gaza,
Amir  Abdollahian  detailed the
diplomatic efforts of Iran to spell end to
the war against Gaza and the genocide
of Palestinians.

He also emphasized the
importance of continuing and
accelerating joint efforts between
Tehran and Doha to achieve a
political solution to end the Zionist
genocide in Palestine, lift the siege
on Gaza, send urgent humanitarian
aid, prevent the displacement
of Palestinians, and support a
Palestinian-Palestinian solution for
governing Gaza and the West Bank
post-war reconstruction.

Iran’s foreign minister gauged
the U.S. approach to the Gaza crisis
as contradictory and dual, stating
that military attacks on Yemen and
military operations in Irag and Syria,
alongside full support for Israel's
aggressive  actions, contradict
America’s claims.

The Emir of Qatar, for his part,
expressed satisfaction with the
current meeting and conveyed
his warm greetings to his Iranian
counterpart Ebrahim Raisi.

He also expressed satisfaction
with the depth of friendly and
brotherly relations between Iran
and Qatar while adding that the
connections between the two
countries have never been so
close, indicating the successful
advancement of friendly and
constructive relations between the
two countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

“Dangerous narratives”: That’s right!

From page 1 » The US. and Israel have
been making strenuous efforts to distort Iran’s
fundamental positions, especially those regarding
Ayatollah Khamenei. Accusing Iran of anti-Semitism
is one of these tricks. However, the Leader’s position
on this matter is quite clear. For example, on
November 29, 2023, he said: “Some speakers around
the world talk about the Islamic Republic’s views on
the region and spread lies that ‘Iran says Jews should
be thrown into the sea’ - no, others or some Arabs
said this before; we never said this; we do not throw
anyone into the sea. We say it is the people’s opinion;
the government formed by the votes of the people of
Palestine will decide about the people who are there
and have come from other countries’

To achieve the goal of distortion, one should
not allow the audience to receive the voice from

its original source. Removing the Persian account
with 5 million followers and the English account
with 1 million followers is an attempt in this regard.
This action was taken against an individual whose
account ranks among the top 10 most-followed
accounts of world political leaders. This shows
that Israel and its Western supporters are afraid of
Ayatollah Khamenei's voice reaching the audience.

This fear is so great that they are willing to violate
all their grand claims, such as “freedom of speech’”.

Of course, this action by Meta is a piece of a larger
puzzle. A puzzle that tries to silence the voices
supporting Palestine on social media. But despite the
audacity of Silicon Valley in cleansing the blood-stained
hands of Israel, public opinion around the world is
unprecedentedly supportive of Palestine and against
the genocide of Palestinians by the Zionist regime.

An American analyst has said Meta’s recent move
was intended to prevent Ayatollah Khamenei's
“dangerous narratives.” Yes! | agree with him that
Ayatollah Khamenei's narratives on the issue of
Palestine and the Gaza war are indeed dangerous,
but only for the criminal regime of Israel and its
number one supporter, the US.

Meta canrestrict and delete brave and vocal users,
but the narrative of Palestinian victimhood can never
be deleted. They say the most impactful short story
in the world was narrated by Augusto Monterroso
who says: “When he/she/it woke, the dinosaur was
still there” But | believe the most heartbreaking
short story in the world unfolded in Gaza a few days
ago when a little girl woke up in a hospital bed and
asked, “Uncle! Will my legs grow back?”

New BRICS members solidify the bloc’s international
position, says Russian envoy

TEHRAN - BRICS, a geopolitical bloc comprising
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa,
welcomed new full members on January 1, including
Esypt, Ethiopia, Iran, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia.

According to Russian Ambassador to Iran Alexey
Dedov, the inclusion of Iran and other nations into the
BRICS group strengthens the strategic partnership
and enhances the group’s international standing.

Dedov emphasized the significance of this

move, stating, “The accession of Iran and other
new members to the association strengthens the

strategic partnership and international position
of this important and reputable forum. In general,
international relations are undergoing a deep
transformation that reflects the emergence of a
more democratic and just world order”

Regarding Iran’s perspective, Dedov highlighted
its commitment to reducing the influence of Western
countries in global affairs. “Like Russia, Iran believes
that multilateralism should be cultivated through
various formats,” the ambassador affirmed.

As Russia holds the BRICS presidency in 2024,
Dedov expressed Russia’s dedication to collaborating
closely with allmembers, including Iran.

He outlined the areas of focus within the BRICS
framework as politics and security, economics and
investment, and humanitarian aid, emphasizing
ongoing efforts in these spheres.

BRICS Deputy Finance Ministers convene, Iran’s
Deputy Minister joins talks

The inaugural meeting of BRICS Deputy Finance
Ministers convened with the participation of Ali Fekri,
Deputy Minister and Head of the Organization for

Investment Economic and Technical Assistance of Iran.

Held during Russia’s presidency, the gathering on
Wednesday, February 7, saw the attendance of Ali
Fekri alongside other deputy ministers of finance
and central banks from BRICS member nations.

The meeting's agenda, proposed by Russia,
focused on enhancing cooperation among BRICS
countries in finance, banking, and investment
realms.

Iran’s perspectives were articulated, underscoring
the nation’s readiness and dedication to actively
engage in fostering deeper collaboration within the
group.

Particular emphasis was placed on bolstering
multilateral financial, investment, and economic
initiatives among BRICS members.

Additionally, the significance of advancing
effective and innovative financing mechanisms for
infrastructure projects was highlighted by Iran,
signaling its support for the BRICS action group’s
objectives.

Judiciary chief visits Iraq for high-level talks

TEHRAN - Iranian Judiciary Chief
Gholamhossein  Mohseni  Ejei has
arrived in the Iragi capital of Baghdad
at the invitation of Faiq Zaidan, the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial
Council of Iraq.

Before leaving Tehran for Baghdad,
Ejei took the time to elaborate on the

objectives of the trip.
“Deepening  and  expanding
comprehensive  relations  and

communications with all friendly

countries, especially neighbors, are
among the fundamental policies of
the Islamic Republic of Iran; these
relations and  communications
encompass a diverse range of issues
including political, security, economic,
cultural, and judicial matters,” he told
reporters.

The Judiciary Chief pointed out the
extensive legal and judicial relations
and communications between Iran
and Iraq, saying the two countries are

working to reach more comprehensive
agreements in the near future.

“Clearly, one of the issues pursued
during the trip to Iraq is related to
terrorism and terrorists, for which
a joint committee between Iran and
Iraq has been formed,” Ejei announced,
saying the assassination of Iran’s
anti-Iran terror Icon General Qassem
Soleimani will also be brought up to
the Iragi side’s attention.

The official also expressed Iran’s

readiness to create more regional
support for Palestinians in Gaza, who
are being brutally massacred by the
Israeli regime. “One of our goals is
to take effective action against the
despicable and occupying Zionist
regime which has added to the volume
and scope of its crimes against the
oppressed and resilient people of
Gaza, and we hope that we can take
effective action in this regard along
with other Islamic countries”’



U.S. strikes on Resistance bases in Iraq and

Syri

Frome Page 1 » In its initial
response, the Iraqgi Resistance
targeted the Ain al-Asad base and
subsequently the Harir base in Erbil.
The Iragi government summoned
the US. charge d’affairs in Baghdad
in protest, and the Syrian Ministry of
Defense condemned the U.S. attacks
on the eastern regions, viewing it as
anothersign of the US's collaboration
with the terrorist group ISIS and an
attempt to revive them.

The spokesperson for Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs also
strongly condemned the U.S. military
attacks on Iraq and Syria, associating
them with serving the goals of the
Zionist regime. Nasser Kanaani
emphasized that these attacks
further involve the US. in the region
and expose the crimes of the Zionist
regime in Gaza.

How militarily significant were the
US. strikes despite prior warnings?

On the evening of February 2,
CENTCOM announced an airstrike
on 85 targets at 12 points in Al-
Mayadin, Al-Bukamal, and the Al-
Qa'im crossing. The targeted corridor
logistically plays a significant role in
the movement of forces between Iraq
and Syria and vice versa, and serves
as a crucial deployment site for
resistance bases.

Despite the US!s attempt to
promote the scale of the operation,
according to officials in the Iragi
Islamic  Resistance, most  of
the targeted sites were “non-
operational”. This, along with the
delay of five days in responding to the
axis of resistance, has faced severe

criticism from Biden's opponents
in the US, particularly among
Republicans. They alleged that the
5-day delay provided an opportunity
for Iran to move its forces out of the
range of US. retaliation.

What Does the Previous Warning
from the US. Signify?

Considering the prior warning from
the United States regarding attacks
on resistance headquarters in Syria
and Iraq, and the repeated emphasis
by both sides that they are not seeking
to escalate tensions in the region, the
following hypothesis arises: Is there
a temporary agreement between
the Resistance Axis and the US.?
The answer to this question will
become apparent over time. However,
with a recent statement by the Iraqi
Hezbollah saying that they are no
longer attacking US. bases, focusing
instead on countering the Zionist
regime, it seems that both sides
are working to manage and control
the crisis in the region. It is possible
that in the coming days, we witness
efforts to further handle the tensions.

a: Amessage to Iran

In this scenario, a less optimistic
assumption also comes to mind. As
mentioned before, the recent US.
airstrikes  specifically targeted a
critical logistics corridor facilitating
the movement of forces between Iraq
and Syria and vice versa. On the other
hand, for the USS,, staying silent after
the killing of its military personnel
risks  diminishing its  military
deterrence, raising concerns about
the seriousness of US. threats over
time. Also, with the upcoming US.
presidential elections, pressures on
the Biden administration to retaliate
for attacks on its military forces at
the Jordanian border have intensified.
Biden could not escape these
pressures, and his electoral rivals
also wanted to use this situation to
exert pressure on his administration.

Moreover, instead of using drone
and missile attacks from its bases in
the region, which would be a more
logical and less challenging choice, the
US. used B1hombers that flew directly
from the United States, equipped
with the capability to refuel in the sky,

?

potentially serving as a direct message
to opposing forces in West Asia.

Separate and individual
confrontations with members of
the Resistance Axis could be a new
US. policy. Iranian officials have
time and again stated that Iran does
not have proxy forces in the region,
and resistance groups in regional
countries act independently. The
statement from the Iragi Hezbollah
also emphasizes their actions are
based on independent decisions.
The independent actions of Yemen's
Ansarullah in the Red Sea further
strengthen this hypothesis. That
raises concerns that the U.S. may be
seeking separate confrontations with
Iran with minimal engagement

Although the White House and the
Pentagon have repeatedly said in
recent days that they will refrain from
“sending messages” before their
attacks, experts believe that they
have done so to prevent a widespread,
all-out war with Iran. To avoid the risk
of a broader war in the region, the US.
must intensify its efforts to address
the root cause of these tensions,
which is the ongoing Gaza conflict.
Washington has to choose between
two options: unconditional support
for Israel, objecting to a permanent
ceasefire, sending more weapons to
this regime, and fueling the flames
of war in Gaza, or preventing the
escalation of conflicts in West Asia,
disrupting global shipping routes,
threatening commercial assets by
provoking Yemen’s Ansarullah, and
prompting consecutive attacks on its
bases in regional countries.

Iran urges restraint after new Azerbaijan-Armenia

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign  Ministry
Spokesman Nasser Kanaani has expressed
concern about the escalating tensions between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, asking the two
countries to refrain from upping the ante and
instead engage in dialogue.

“Sustainable peace in the region can only be
achieved through dialogue and diplomacy,” the
diplomat stressed. He also encouraged the two

border skirmish

countries to move more swiftly towards securing a
peace agreement during ongoing talks.

Armenia said on Tuesday that four of its soldiers
were killed by Azerbaijani fire along the heavily
militarized border. The attack was the first deadly
skirmish since Baku withdrew its forces from
Karabakh in September, spurring a mass exodus of
the region’s Armenian population.

After hundreds of people died during the war, the two

countries agreed to sit at the negotiating table to put an
end to their decades-long hostilities. Some Azerbaijani
media outlets, however, have been promoting new
attacks this time on Armenian soil, repeating President
Ilham Aliyev's previous remarks that claimed Armenia is
part of Azerbaijani lands. Iran has always emphasized
that Karabakh belongs to Azerbaijan while waming
that it would not tolerate any new changes to its
historic borders with Armenia.

If you hit once, you get hit twice, IRGC chief says

TEHRAN- The commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) Major General
Hossein Salami reaffirmed the strength of his
forces, asserting a policy of retaliation in the face of
attacks on Iranian vessels.

Addressing a gathering of senior Iranian officials,
he commended the nation’s endurance through
challenges and celebrated the significance of recent
commemorations, such as the Fajr decade and the
45th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution’s victory.

Emphasizing the resilience of Iran’s revolutionary

ideals, he likened each Bahman 22 to a new chapter
in the nation’s history.

Quoting the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Khamenei, the commander likened
the IRGC to a bastion of “virtue,” drawing
parallels between faith and innovation in times
of conflict. He highlighted the evolution of the
IRGC amidst ongoing crises, asserting its readiness
to confront any threats.

Confident in the IRGC’s capabilities, he assured
that the force stands prepared for potential conflict.

In addition to conventional warfare, the
commander underscored the IRGC's prowess
in cyberspace, asserting the ability to counter
enemy actions in this domain.Addressing potential
maritime conflicts, he warned of swift retaliation
by the IRGC.

Asserting  the IRGC's strength  both
domestically and abroad, he praised the
unwavering commitment of its members across
generations, emphasizing shared values of
loyalty, bravery, and martyrdom.

TEHRAN - In chapter & of the
‘Mirage of Shadows' the author
explicated Western and Israeli
attempts at portraying the Iranian
government as being on the verge
of downfall and collapse.

For that, Mehdi Mohammadi
pointed out how Western media
outlets had been trying to give
Iranians the impression that
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei was
grappling with infirm health and
that security forces had become

extremely feeble without his
guidance.
Mohammadi  then  explains

what Israel and the West tried to
do outside the Iranian borders to
further embolden rioters by making
them believe that the Islamic
Republic was nearing its end.

In 2022, lIsrael pursued an
unprecedented  strategy  of
mobilizing Iranians living abroad
to protest against the Islamic
Republic. It is estimated that around
2 million Iranians reside outside the
country, with a significant portion
located in Western nations.

Data indicates that fewer
than 5% of Iranians based in the
West participated in the anti-Iran
demonstrations.  Approximately
15,000 individuals joined rallies in
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Paris, 80,000 gathered in Berlin,
and around 3,000 voiced dissent
against the Islamic Republic in
Brussels. 4,000 people also took
to the streets in Toronto. Reports
and visual evidence from these
events suggested that Western
governments played a substantial
role in organizing these protests,
offering logistical support such as
transportation, food, water, and
seating arrangements to facilitate
the attendees’ participation.

From the outset, these protests
among the Western-based Iranian
population were not anticipated
to significantly impact the internal
dynamics within Iran. They were
unlikely to result in the downfall of
the Islamic Republic or influence
leaders within Iran. However,
they did serve as a source of
encouragement forrioters, instilling
in them the belief that their extreme
levels of violence would yield a
favorable outcome. For these
individuals, it might have appeared
as though the Islamic Republic was
already heading toward collapse, as
shown by the behavior of Iranians
residing outside the country moving
beyond the current government.

Israel also got to use the protests
to impact Western officials’ policies

towards Iran. The regime argued
that any meaningful contact with
the Islamic Republic could send the
Western-based Iranian public into
a furor. It eventually got the West
to halt its talks with Tehran on the
20715 Iran deal.

Outside the Iranian borders, the
so-called opposition groups and
anti-Iranian  terror outfits also
began to gain renewed significance.
The masterminds of the riots
believed that in order to keep the
unrest alive, Iranians needed to
believe that there was in fact an
alternative to the Islamic Republic.
People who had already been
bombarded by reports of the Iranian
Leader’s deteriorating health were
now being urged to consider a
rebranded group of oppositionists
as the future leaders of Iran.

To rebrand the oppositionists
and tout them as the ultimate
pioneers in Iran’s upcoming political
system, Israel and the West went to
great lengths to gather different
figures all in one place. Groups that
had a history of bloody disputes
between them now needed to sit
side by side and speak of a “shared
prosperous future” for all Iranians.
Israel urged the factions to put
their disagreements aside and do

everything in their power to portray
a cohesive front against the Islamic
Republic.

The unification and rebranding
of opposition groups and terror
entities are regarded as the most
important part of plans aimed

at overthrowing the Iranian
government. However, fissures
and chasms between different

factions soon began to deepen, and
opposing figures proceeded to air
their dirty laundry publicly.

It is thought that the attempt
to unite oppositionists failed
miserably due to the hasty and
insufficient planning of Israel. The
regime was so desperate to make
use of a “prime” chance to bring Iran
to its knees, that it did not take the
right amount of time to reconcile
different anti-Iran entities.

Meanwhile, Western-based
media outlets and TV stations
continued to encourage rioters
inside the country to intensify
their use of violence. Individuals
who had managed to hurt or kill
security forces were lionized on
live television and the vandalism
of public property was touted as
“honorable sabotage.”

To be continued..

Taremi fails to meet
expectations in AFC
Asian Cup

i

TEHRAN - Mehdi Taremi was supposed
to steal the show in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup
and help Iran bring an end to their 48-year-
old title drought but failed to live up to the
expectations.

Taremi has been linked with a move to Serie
A side Inter Milan and it seems the striker was
distracted by the news during the Asian Cup.

He scored three goals in the tournament, while
he was a candidate to be the tournament’s best
goalscorer.

Taremi was sent in the match against Syria,
where Team Melli earned a hard-fought win over
the minnow side in the penalty shootout.

The Porto striker could have played a key role
in the match against Qatar in the semifinals but
was not in his best form and Iran lost to eventual
champions 3-2.

Now, the federation football of Iran has asked
Amir Ghalenoei to inject fresh blood into Team
Melli and the coaching staff must decide on future
of the team.

The 33-year-old forward failed to meet
expectations in Qatar and is at risk of being
replaced by the youngsters.

Ahmed Al-Ali to
referee Sepahanv
Al-Hilal match in ACL
Round of 16

TEHRAN - Kuwaiti referee Ahmed Al-Ali will
officiate the match between Iran’s Sepahan
and Al-Hilal of Saudi Arabia in the 2023-24 AFC
Champions League Round of 16.

The match will be held in Isfahan’s Naghsh-e
Jahan Stadium.

Kuwait’s Abdulhadi Al-Anzi and Abbas Gloom
will assist him in the match.

The 37-year-old referee has previously
officiated in the 2022 World Cup Qualifiers and
AFC Champions League.

Al-Ali is FIFA international referee since 2019.

He officiated the match between Iran and Qatar
in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup semifinals.

Inter Milan arrange
medical for Porto
striker Taremi

TEHRAN - Fabrizio Romano reports Inter have
reached a full agreement with Iran international
Mehdi Taremi, who will join the Nerazzurri on a
free transfer at the end of the season.

According to the report, Taremi will sign a
two-year contract with an option to extend for
a further campaign. The Nerazzurri have already
booked medical examinations for the Iran
international.

Taremi will sign his contract with the Nerazzurri
after completing his medical checks.

The experienced center-forward had previously
been linked with Inter’s city rivals Milan, who tried
to sign him last summer.

Taremi will become the first Nerazzurri
signing for next season but will likely be
followed by Piotr Zielinski, who is expected to
join the Serie A giant on a free transfer after
the end of his contract with defending Serie A
champion Napoli.

Taremi has scored six goals in 24 appearances
with Porto this season.
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Alireza Jahanbakhsh:
“We were unlucky”

TEHRAN - Iran national football team winger
Alireza Jahanbakhsh says that they were unlucky
in the match against Qatar in the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup’s semifinals.

Team Melli lost to eventual champions Qatar
3-2 last week.

In the 13th minute of added time Jahanbakhsh
hit the post - a centimeter to the left and the ball
would have cannoned into the net.

“We already knew that how the match against
Qatar was difficult and did out best but failed to
qualify for the final,” Jahanbakhsh said.

“We had participated in the Asian Cup, aiming
to win the title after 48 years but | think we
were unlucky. We were focused on winning the
tournament from the first.

“Qatar had one real opportunity but scored
three times but we created so many opportunities
but failed to capitalize on our chances,’ the
Feyenoord attacking midfielder said.

Sardar Azmoun found the back of the net with a
spectacular overhead kick just three minutes into
the match and Jahanbakhsh believes that the early
goal caused that the Iranian players think they can
earn an easy win.

“We were up by Sardar Azmoun’s goal very
soon and | think we were surprised afterward and
conceded two goals. | think we deserved more
but lost the match unfortunately,” Jahanbakhsh
concluded.

Sepahan complete
signing of Issah
Abass

TEHRAN - Iranian football club Sepahan have
completed the signing of Ghanaian winger Issah
Abass.

The 25-year-old player has joined the Isfahan-
based club until the end of the season.

Abass has joined Sepahan from Portuguese
club Chaves on loan.

He arrived in Isfahan on Monday to join the
team’s training ahead of the crucial match
against Al Hilal of Saudi Arabi in the 2023-24 AFC
Champions League.

Yahya
Golmohammadi
shortlisted for
Foolad job

TEHRAN - Former Persepolis head coach Yahya
Golmohammadi is a candidate to take charge of
Foolad football club.

Golmohammadi  parted  company  with
Persepolis at the end of the Iran league’s first half.

On Tuesday, Foolad officially parted company
with their Spanish coach Juan Ignacio Martinez by
mutual consent following poor results in 2023/24
Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) and media
reports suggest that they have negotiated with
Golmohamadi.

Martinez had replaced Alireza Mansourian
in the Ahvaz-based club but failed to meet the
expectations.

Foolad are 10th in the 16-team table, five points
above relegation zone.

CSKA to sign Kasra
Taheri

TEHRAN - CSKA Moscow have reportedly shown
interest in signing 17-year-old Sepahan striker
Kasra Taheri.

It's also worth noting that Taheri already took
part in a trial at Rubin during the winter training
camp and even scored a goal for Kazan-based
team in a friendly match. However, the parties did
not reach an agreement and therefore Taheri left
the Rubin training camp.

The striker plays for the Sepahan youth team
and participated in the U-17 World Cup as part of
the Iranian national team, where he demonstrated
his talent. He has 15 matches and six goals for the
Iranian youth team.
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Iranian ports’ capacity hits 290m tons

From page 1 » it has been able to increase
the capacity of commercial ports through
relying on the specialized and experienced
manpower and utilizing the power of
domestic expert consultants by defining
and advancing development projects in the
country’s ports.

In this regard, PMO defined a high number
of projects at the beginning of the current
government’s incumbency to develop and
improve the country’s ports.

Among the most significant projects
in this field, the development of Shahid
Beheshti port in Chabahar, continuing
implementation of the first phase of
container terminal of Shahid Beheshti
port, completing the first phase of Shahid
Rajaee port’s development, continuing
the second phase of developing Shahid
Rajaee port, continuing the first phase
and implementing the second phase of
Amir-Abad port development, continuing
development of Anzali port, development
of Negin island in Bushehr, development
of infrastructure in logistic areas of Shahid
Rajaee port, Imam Khomeini port, Amir-
Abad port, and Negin island, maintenance
of the docks of commercial ports, rebuilding
and supplying strategic maritime, port, and
telecommunication equipment, improving
buildings and infrastructure in the ports,
development of passenger terminals in
Anzali port, Khorammshahr port, Lengeh
port, Khark port, and Genvahe port, as well
as equipping the passenger terminals with
the modern equipment can be mentioned.

As announced by the Ports and Maritime
Organization , the loading and unloading

of goods in the ports of Iran increased by
eight percent in the first ten months of the
present year (March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), as compared to the same period in
the past year.

As the PMO reported, 194,078,457 tons
of commodities were loaded and unloaded
in the ports during the ten-month period.

During the mentioned period, loading and
unloading operations in the container sector
also rose six percent year on year.

Based on the data previously released
by the Transport and Urban Development
Ministry, the loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran rose 17 percent during the
previous Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended
on March 20, 2023), as compared to the
preceding year.

Loading and
unloading of goods
in ports of Iran rose
17% in past Iranian

year.

The ministry’s data show that the loading
and unloading of goods in the country’s
ports reached 152.91 million tons in the
previous Iranian calendar year, while the
figure stood at 130.69 million tons in the
preceding year.

During the mentioned year, loading and
unloading operations in the container sector
reached 2.1 million TEUs with a weight of
24.57 million tons, which was 13.5 percent
more than the 1.85 million TEUs in the Iranian
calendar year 1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading of goods
during the previous year also grew by 12.8
percent in the dry bulk sector, while in the
liquid bulk sector, the figure increased by
12.6 percent, in the general cargo sector
rose by 13.1 percent, and in the oil sector
grew by 22.5 percent.

Tehran hosting intl. event on innovation
in mining industry

|

TEHRAN - The fourth edition of Iran’s
International Innovation Award in Mines and
Mining Industries (INNOMINE) kicked off in
Tehran on Tuesday, IRNA reported.

During this two-day event, which is
organized by the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), 108 innovative
initiatives will be judged and the top ideas
will be awarded.

The main goals of this event are to
identify technological innovators in the
mining and mineral industries sector, create
opportunities for startups, commercialize
top ideas, attract investment, converge
industry owners and  technological
researchers, and finally to develop an
atmosphere of interaction, mutual thinking
and creativity among industry operators and
scholars active in the field.

In last September, the head of the
Geological Survey and Mineral Exploration
of Iran (GSI) announced the discovery of 117
new promising mineral zones across the
country.

According to Alireza Shahidi, the
mentioned zones have been identified
under the framework of a program called
“geological transformation and exploration
of mineral reserves”.

This program has been carried out with
the aim of developing unprivileged areas,
creating productive employment with a
special focus on the local expert workforce,

collecting  infrastructural  information
in accordance with land use, and finally
discovering new reserves through aerial
geophysical surveys, the official said.

Shahidi noted that the identified zones
include 17 promising new gold zones, 60
copper zones, 25 nickel zones for the first
time in eastern Iran, nine magnesite zones,
and six lead and zinc zones.

According to the official, the necessary
funding for the mentioned program has
been supplied by the IMIDRO, the GSI, and the
Industry, Mining, and Trade Ministry under
the framework of a trilateral agreement
signed in 2021.

In this program, 60 geological and
exploratory projects were implemented in an
area of more than 37,500 square kilometers,
Shahidi said.

Having 81 different types of minerals, Iran
is one of the top 10 mineral-rich countries
across the globe. In this regard, the Iranian
government has been seriously pursuing
several programs to promote the mining
sector as a major contributor to the country’s
economic growth.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s mines
are expected to reach more than 100 billion
tons with the implementation of the Industry,
Mining, and Trade Ministry’s exploration
programs over 500,000 square kilometers
of new mineral zones.

Despite the country’s huge potential in
this area, due to some issues like the lack
of necessary machinery and equipment and
the lack of access to financial resources
and foreign investment because of the US.
sanctions, the Iranian mining sector has
been struggling to operate at its maximum
capacity over the past few years.

So, the government programs for
promoting this industry are mainly focused
on relying on domestic sources to help the
mining sector overcome its current problems
and hit its ideal targets.

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- The latest data
released by the Iranian Steel
Producers Association (ISPA)
show that the country’s crude
steel production has risen
52 percent during the first
ten months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024), as
compared to the same period of
time in the past year.

The ISPA put Iran’s crude steel
output at 27095 million tons
in the ten-month period of this
year, while the figure was 25.755
million tons in the same time
span of the previous year.

The association also
announced that the Iranian steel
producers produced over 18.255
million tons of different types of
steel products during the first
ten months of the present year.

Based on the mentioned data,
the production of iron ore pellet
rose 7.7 percent to 48.853 million
tons, and sponge iron production
increased 9.1 percent to 30.024
million tons in the mentioned
ten-month period.

Iron ore pellet output was
45.375 million tons, and sponge
iron output was 27.519 million
tons in the first ten months of
the past year.

According to the latest report
released by the World Steel
Association (WSA), Iran produced
311 million tons of crude steel in
2023 to account for 58.4 percent
of West Asia’s total production in
the mentioned year.

The West Asian nations
reviewed in the WSA report,
including Iran, Iraq, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, and Yemen, managed to
produce 53.2 million tons of steel
in 2023.

The Islamic Republic’s steel
production increased by 1.8
percent in 2023 as compared
to the previous year, when the
production stood at 30.6 million
tons, based on the WSA data.

West Asia’s total crude steel
outputincreased by 1.3 percentin
the mentioned year as compared
to 2022.

Based on the WSA data,
Iran maintained its place as
the world’s 10th largest steel

By Iran steel output, export on
upward trend

producer in 2023.

According to the WSA report,
the world’s steel producers
managed to produce more
than 1.888 bhillion tons of steel
in 2023, which is a very slight
decrease compared to 2022,
and as a result, the World Steel
Association has declared the
percentage of change to be zero.

The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing over
the past years against all the
pressures and obstacles created
by outside forces like the US.
sanctions and the coronavirus
outbreak that has severely
affected the performance of the
world’s top producers.

Today, enjoying the knowledge
for the domestic production of
the parts and equipment of the
steel chain, the Iranian producers
have given meaning to the
breaking of the embargo wall,
and this is the pride of Iran.

The country is expected to
climb to seventh place among
the world’s top steel producers
by the Iranian calendar year 1404
(starts on March 2025).

Renovating power plant equipment saves Iran $200m

TEHRAN - The managing director of Iran
Power Plant Repairs Company has said
renovating power plant equipment and parts
has saved the country $200 million a year,
IRNA reported.

Masoud Moradi emphasized thatthelslamic
Republic doesn't’ have any dependence
on foreign countries for the repairs and
preparation of thermal power plants,
adding: “Currently, in addition to meeting the
needs of our country, domestic experts are
providing technical and engineering services
in this sector and repairing power plant units
in the countries of the region”

Currently, in addition to gaining the top
rank in West Asia in the field of thermal
power plant repairs, Iran has also been able
to be among the top five power plant turbine
manufacturing countries in the world, the
official said.

“Fortunately, in the 13th government, the

ey .

timely and high-quality implementation
of the overhaul program of thermal power
plants has led to the readiness factor
of electricity production of these units
exceeding 99 percent, and Iran’s power plant
industry in this sector is also among the top
countries in the world,” the official explained.

Pointing out that the overhaul operations
of thermal power plants begins in the
second half of every year in order to increase
the readiness of these units to produce

sustainable electricity in the peak summer
period, Moradi said: “High-quality and timely
performance of these measures will improve
the readiness of power plants.

The overhaul operation of the country’s
thermal power plants for the current year
began in late October 2023.

Naser Eskandari, the deputy director of
the Thermal Power Plant Holding (TPPH)’s
technical office for production, said: “The
overhaul operations begun on more than
110,000 megawatts capacity of thermal
power plant throughout the country in order
to increase the readiness of these units to
produce sustainable electricity in the next
year’s summer peak period.”

Summer months constitute Iran’s peak
demand periods, so most of the power
plant overhaul programs are scheduled
to take place during autumn, winter and
spring seasons.

Building petro-refineries to increase Iran’s refining

capacity by 30%

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Oil
Minister for Planning Affairs
has said constructing petro-
refineries across Iran is going to
increase the country’s refining
capacity by 30 percent, which is
from 2.3 million barrels to 3.0
million barrels.

“Creating capacity and
completing the value chain in the
oil industry is one of the most
important priorities of the Oil
Ministry in the 13th government
with the aim of preventing crude
sales and creating added value
for the country” Houshang
Falahatian said.

International energy
companies predict that the
demand for  petrochemical
products will increase
significantly in the coming years,
and therefore the development
of petro-refineries seems a
necessity in lran.

Due to the country’s benefit
from oil and gas resources,
the development of petro-
refineries is much easier and
relatively cheaper in Iran than
other countries in the world,
and the country can play a
role in regulating the price of
petrochemical products in the

world due to its proximity to
energy sources and its capacity
for the development of petro-
refinery.

And most importantly, if the
country’s petro-refinery capacity
can be expanded to the level of
crude oil feed produced in the
country, the sanctions on Iran’s
oil industry will be practically
nullified.

It is why Iran is now serious
and determined to develop
its petro-refineries, although
in previous years, despite the
country’s upstream economic
plans based on preventing the

Export from Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari
in 10 months yr/yr

TEHRAN- The value of export
from Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari
province, in the southwest of
Iran, increased by 115 percent
during the first 10 months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21, 2023-January 20,
2024), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year,
according to a provincial official.

Ali-Asghar  Abdollahi, the
director-general of the province’s
Customs Department, said that
325,000 tons of goods valued at
$155 million were exported from

the province in the ten-month
period.

The official also announced
that 5960 tons of products
worth  $130  million  were
imported to the province in the
first ten months of the current
Iranian calendar year.

As previously announced by
the head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), Iran exported 113 million
tons of non-oil goods valued at
$40.5 billion during the first 10
months of the present year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far
said that the 10-month non-oil
export indicates a nine percent
growth in weight, but an 11
percent fall in value, year on
year, IRIB reported.

The official also said the
country exported $29.9 billion
of crude oil in the mentioned 10
months, registering a 10-percent
rise, year on year.

Rezvani-Farfurtherannounced
that Iran has imported 32.7
million tons of goods worth $54.8
billion in the first 10 months of

sale of crude oil and natural gas,
and developing refining capacity
instead to boost production of
export products, there seemed
to be no will to build petro-
refineries.

In order to encourage the
government and investors to
work hard on the development
of petro-refinery industry, the
Petro-Refinery Development
Law was drafted in the Iranian
calendar year 1398 (March
2019-March 2020), and then
amendments to this law were
drafted in the parliament in
January 2022.

up 115%

the present year, which indicates
an 11.6 percent rise in value and
six percent growth in weight.

He named China, Iraq, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Turkey, and India as the major
export destinations of Iranian
goods in the said period, and
the UAE, China, Turkey, Germany,
and India as the main sources of
import.

Gold, carparts and accessories,
and smartphones were the main
imported items during this
period, according to the official.

TEDPIX loses 1,500 points on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the wmain
index of the Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), lost 1,598 points
(0.08 percent) to 2,090,300 on

Tuesday, which is the fourth day
of Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of

the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one.
The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange

(IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).



Arab League: Israeli displacement of ‘ INTERNATIONAL

Palestinians from Gaza would lead to

confronta

From page 1 » Israel killed dozens
of civilians in early Monday airstrikes in
Rafah.

Rafah humanitarian situation

Rafah was home to 250,000
Palestinians before Israel launched
its onslaught in October. But now
an estimated 1.4 million people out
of Gaza’s 2.3 million population are
sheltering in the small city.

They are living in
makeshift shelters or tents in
squalid conditions, with scarce
access to safe drinking water or
food.

The condition for newer arrivals
is worse as they have to sleep in the
streets.

The internally displaced Gazans
say Rafah is their last refuge and
they have nowhere else to go.

The world is now witnessing an
unbearable human tragedy in the
city where children are struggling
to find food as shortages leave
thousands hungry.

Humanitarian organizations have
warned of widespread shortages of
critical supplies like medical aid.

Rafah’s mayorhas raised the
alarm about severe shortage of
medicines and medical supplies in
the city. Ahmed al-Soufi told Turkish
media that lack of sufficient fuel has
hampered efforts to use vehicles
and heavy machinery designated
for removing rubble.

“The barbaric Israeli aggression
against Rafah threatens to cause
additional massacres in the coming
days, let alone humanitarian and
health disasters,” he added.

Amid the dire humanitarian

frequent air raids, concerns are
growing over the potential for mass
carnage in the city as Israel has
signaled that it would soon launch a
ground offensive there.

International reactions

The secretary-general of the Arab
League warmed of the “dangerous
consequences” of Israel's ongoing
assault on Rafah.

“The  (Israeli)  occupation’s
intentions to impose the reality
of displacement on hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians, who
have taken refuge in Rafah as a
last resort from indiscriminate
attacks on civilians, is an open and
completely rejected plan; it entails
serious threats to regional stability,’
Ahmed Aboul Gheit told the World
Government Summit in Dubai.

He said the displacement of the
Palestinian population by Israeli
forces would lead to confrontation
“for the next 1,000 years.

The president of the United
Nations General Assembly also
issued a stern warning over Israel’s

tion ‘for ne

Rafah.

“Another
humanitarian catastrophe is at
our doorstep. This is not a path to
sustainable peace,” Dennis Francis,
wrote on X.

phase  of this

China has also urged Israel to
stop deadly attacks.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry also
said, “We oppose and condemn acts
against civilians and international
law. We call on Israel to stop military
operations as soon as possible”

The ministry called on Tel Aviv
to “do everything possible to avoid
casualties among innocent civilians
and prevent a more devastating
humanitarian disaster in Rafah.”

The German foreign minister,
meanwhile, said she is “concerned”
about Israel’'s announcement that it
is planning a large military offensive
in Rafah. Annalena Baerbock added
that Tel Aviv has to guarantee “safe
corridors” for civilians in Rafah
before conducting any incursion.

Germany is among the major

xt 1,000

years’

Around three months ago, a
German government source said
Berlin’s arms exports to Israel rose
tenfold in 2023 from the previous
year.

The source said as of November
2, 2023, the German government
had approved the export of close
to $323 million worth of military
equipment to Israel which had stood
at $34 million in 2022.

US. politicians have also
denounced Israel's brutal war in
Gaza.

“Kids in Gaza are now dying from
thedeliberate withholding of food. In
addition to the horror of that news,
one other thing is true - that is a
war crime. Itis a textbook war crime.
That makes those who orchestrate
it war criminals,” Maryland Senator
Chris Van Hollen said.

President Joe Biden has also
criticized Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for his deadly
military campaign in Gaza.

But, Biden’s critical remarks are
nothing more than words. Because,
in action, he refuses to exert any
meaningful pressure on the regime
to stop its genocidal war on Gaza.

The US. Senate voted -early
Tuesday to approve a $95 billion aid
package. The legislation includes
$14 billion for Israel in its war on
Gaza.

In addition, every year, the US.
government sends $3.8 billionin
military funding to Israel.

If the loss of civilian life in Gaza
matters to the US., as Biden has
claimed, it can attach conditions to
military support for Israel to force
the regime to put a halt to its war

situation in Rafah and Israels

looming ground operations in

suppliers of arms to Israel.

on Gaza.

Prospects of a buffer zone: Navigating tensions along the Israel-Gaza border

By Ornella Sukkar

In the wake of the recent incursion along the
Israel-Gaza border, discussions have reignited
regarding the establishment of a buffer zone
in the region. This potential measure is being
considered to address the security challenges that
have persisted since Israel’s unilateral withdrawal
in 2005.

Before the incursion, nearly all 400 residents of
akibbutzalongthe borderhad been evacuated, and
their return remains uncertain. Eran Braverman,
a 63-year-old farmer, shared his perspective,
stating, “It is still not a place to go back to with
children, not yet unfortunately. If there really
would be such a (buffer) zone... it could help a lot.
I hope it happens.”

In 2005, Israel withdrew its troops and settlers
from Gaza, terminating a presence dating back to
1967 while retaining significant control over the
territory’s borders. The idea of a buffer zone, which
was initially considered but not implemented in

the early 2000s, has resurfaced in the aftermath
of the recent conflict.

Hellestveit, an expert on the region, notes,
“With the war and the reoccupation of Gaza, this
plan from when Israel last had control over Gaza
militarily has come back on the table.”

The proposal for a buffer zone involves creating
a restricted area along the Israel-Gaza border,
similar to Egypt's buffer zone on its side of the
border. The hope is that such a measure could
enhance security, allowing the displaced residents
to return and fostering stability in the region.

As the discussions unfold, the potential
establishment of a buffer zone stands as a crucial
point in the ongoing efforts to navigate the
complex dynamics between Israel and Gaza.

The plan, not publicly confirmed by Israel,
appears to entail taking a significant chunk
of territory out of the already tiny Gaza Strip,
something experts as well as Israel’s foreign allies

have warned against.

Since Oct. 7, Israeli forces have targeted
structures in Gaza within a kilometer (0.6 miles)
of the border, said Adi Ben Nun, a professor at
Hebrew University of Jerusalem who has carried
out an analysis of satellite imagery according to
Jerusalem Times.

More than 30% of all buildings in that area have
been damaged or destroyed during the war, he
said.

Further, “We are seeing mounting evidence that
Israel appears to be rendering large parts of Gaza
unlivable,” said Nadia Hardman, a refugee rights
expert at Human Rights Watch.

“One very clear example of that may be the
buffer zone - this may amount to a war crime”, she
said.

Ornella Sukkar is a Lebanese journalist
specializing in international relations and oriental
studes.

Hamas kills 10 Israeli soldiers

From page 1 » The announcements follow a video clip
published by the armed wing of Hamas, the al-Qassam
brigades, which shows resistance fighters clashing with
the Israeli occupation troops from zero distance near Khan
Younis.

Al-Qassam confirmed that the clashes “eliminated” 10
Israeli troops, which has raised questions about whether the
Israeli military would have announced the latest casualties if
Hamas had not published a video.

Also in the same area, al-Qassam fighters
were able to detonate an anti-personnel device
against an Israeli ground force, leaving fatalities
and injuries to the Israeli unit, according to a brief
statement published by the Palestinian resistance.

The al-Quds brigades, the armed wing of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, also confirmed that its
fighters set up a deadly ambush for an Israeli
force at dawn on Monday, southeast of the Khan
Younis governorate.

The brigades outlined details of the operation,
saying that “immediately upon the Israeli force’s
arrival at the site of the ambush, our fighters
surprised it with machine guns, anti-personnel

shells, and explosive devices, and left its members
dead and wounded.”

Other Palestinian resistance factions operating
in Gaza have also detailed their own operations
against the Israeli ground forces, announcing
casualties among the Israeli army and inflicting
losses on the regime’s military vehicles.

According to data by the Israeli news outlet
0404, the Army’s fatalities since the start of the
war on the Gaza Strip has risen to more than 570
(soldiers and commanders), while the death toll
since the start of the ground invasion has reached
at least 235.

The website quoted figures published by the
Israeli occupation army, which confirmed that
almost 3,000 Israeli troops have also been injured
since the beginning of the war, including around
500 who have suffered permanent injuries.

The Zionist regime has imposed very strict
censorship on media publishing any numbers
of those killed and injured as a result of ground
battles in the Gaza Strip in what experts say is an

effort to hide the extent of the Israeli army losses.

However, the data and video clips being
broadcast by the Palestinian resistance from
inside Gaza indicate that the losses incurred by the
Israeli military in the enclave are far higher than
what is being announced.

Israeli media has already cited hospital sources
in January as saying 4,000 of the regime’s troops
have been disabled for life since 7 October last
year.

The same hospital sources estimated that
thousands of others would suffer severe injuries
if the war on Gaza were to continue for several
more months. One Israeli media outlet estimated
that the casualty rate could reach up to 30,000
injured troops.

Analysts also argue that the regime’s
government is wary of sharing casualty
figures with an Israeli public that is already
polarized, protesting in the streets and calling
for the resignation of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Hezbollah: Anti-Israeli attacks won’t stop unless the regime ends Gaza war

From page 1 » “If Israel had
been able [to launch such a war], it
would have done so on the second
or third day.

“The enemy is not in the
position of imposing conditions
on Lebanon, as he is weak and in
crisis, and he is the one who spent
four months unable to complete

the battle in Gaza,” Nasrallah said.

The Hezbollah chief noted that
his movement’s decision to launch
attacks on lIsrael “stabilized the
balance of deterrence and proved
that Lebanon has a real deterrent
power.”

He said Hezbollah began
attacking Israel after October 7

“primarily to prevent an Israeli
victory,” stressing that this
“constitutes a national interest”
for Lebanon.

“The origin of the establishment
of Israel in the region is a disaster
for all the countries and peoples
of the region,” said Nasrallah. “A
strong Israel is a danger to the

region, and a weak, deterred,
and fearful Israel constitutes a
less harmful and catastrophic
situation for the countries and
peoples of the region. In Lebanon,
a strong lIsrael is a danger to
Lebanon, and a deterred Israel is
the one whose danger to Lebanon
can be reduced”

UNRWA: Calls to
terminate mandate
‘short-sighted’

UNRWA chief Philippe Lazzarini has said calls to
dismantle the UN agency for Palestinians are short-
sighted and that terminating its mandate would
deepen the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Major donors have suspended funding after
allegations that 12 of UNRWAs thousands
of Palestinian employees were suspected of
involvement in the October 7 attack on Israel by the
Hamas resistance movement.

“l have talked to the member states about all these
calls to have UNRWA dismantled, to be terminated. |
have warned about the impact, | have said that these
calls are short-sighted,” Lazzarini said after meeting
member states at the United Nations in Geneva, Al
Jazeerareported.

“There is absolutely no other UN agency or
international NGOs which have been tasked over
the last two decades to provide government-like
services like education to hundreds of thousands of
children”

WHO: Khan
Younis hospital
undersupplied

The World Health Organization has said the
European Hospitalin southern Gazais “overwhelmed,
overcrowded and undersupplied,” amid an ongoing
Israeli ground offensive in Khan Younis.

It estimated over 20,000 people were sheltering
in the h hospital’s premises, while 200 patients were
discharged but have “no safe place to go.”

The UN agency has repeatedly wamed of ongoing
attacks on hospitals, which are protected under
international law.

Watchdog:

Israel targets
Palestinians trying
to access internet
services

The Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor has
documented cases where the Israeli army targeted
Palestinian civilians, including journalists, with
sniper or drone fire as they attempted to access
communications and internet services in various
parts of the Gaza Strip.

“At least seven civilians have been killed in the
northern Gaza governorate in less than a week after
they were directly targeted by Israeli army drones in
the Al-Bashir area of Tal Al-Zaatar in Jabalia Camp.
The victims were attempting to access internet
services to communicate with their families and
relatives,” the watchdog said, Al Jazeera reported.

The Geneva-based group explained that
Palestinian civilians are climbing to high elevations
in an effort to intercept communications signals
to access the internet using electronic cards, after
Israeli forces destroyed Palestinian communications
networks.

“On 22 January, a group of journalists were
targeted by lIsraeli aircraft while attempting to
obtain internet services in the Tal Al-Zaatar area of
Jabalia. A young man, Muhammad Al-Ghoula, was
killed, and the journalist Imad Ghabboun was injured
during the attack; it said.

According to the Euro-Med Monitor, Israel
particularly targets civilians trying to pick up
communications and internet signals in besieged
areas where serious human rights violations are
occurring. “This hinders press coverage of the
violations and makes it difficult for residents to
report them.”

Armenian

soldiers killed in
confrontation with
Azeri forces

Armenia said on Tuesday that four military
personnel were killed and one was wounded during
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the shelling from the Azerbaijani side on the border.

Azerbaijani armed forces discharged fire toward
the Armenian combat positions in the vicinity of
Nerkin Hand, southern Armenia’s Syunik region,
according to the Armenian Defense Ministry.

Azerbaijan’s border guards said the move was in
response to Armenian troops opening fire twice late
on Monday on Kokhanabi village in the northeastern
Tovuz region.

Armenia denied the allegation, saying the claim
that its troops had twice “fired against the direction
of Azerbaijani positions situated in the northeastern
part of the border does not align with reality.”

Russia has called on Armenia and Azerbaijan to
show restraint.

Indian police

tear gas farmers
protesting for
better crop prices

Indian police on Tuesday used tear gas and
detained some farmers who clashed with them and
tried to break barricades blocking their way to New
Delhi to demand guaranteed crop prices in a repeat
of 2021 protests, when they camped on the capital’s
outskirts for more than a year.

Police dropped tear gas canisters on the
protesting farmers from a drone at one of the
border points in northern Haryana state that leads
to New Delhi, where tens of thousands of farmers
are headed on tractors and trucks.

The demonstration comes more than two years
after Prime Minister Narendra Modiwithdrew
controversial agriculture laws that had triggered the
earlier protests,in which tens of thousands of
farmers camped outside the capital through a harsh
winter and a devastating COVID-19 surge.

The farmers, who began their march in northern
Haryana and Punjab states, are asking for a
guaranteed minimum support price for all farm
produce. The government protects agricultural
producers against any sharp fall in farm prices by
announcing a minimum purchase price for certain
essential crops at the beginning of the sowing
season, taking into account the cost of production.

Farmers are also pressing the government to
meet its promise to double their income and waive
their loans. They say they will protest in New Delhi
until their demands are met.

Trump seeks
Supreme Court
pause in 2020
election case

Ex-US. President Donald Trump has asked the
Supreme Court to suspend a lower court ruling
that he does not have presidential immunity from
prosecution.

He had claimed in his election interference case he
could not be tried for acts carried out as president,
the BBC wrote.

Three lower court judges disagreed, ruling that he
can be prosecuted like any other citizen.

But Trump’s lawyers said he should not be tried
during an election campaign.

“Conducting a months-long criminal trial of
President Trump at the height of election season
will radically disrupt President Trump's ability
to campaign against President Biden, Trump's
attorneys wrote in the filing,

The Supreme Court will now decide if it will put the
ruling on hold to allow Trump to appeal.

The conservative-majority top court granting the
request would lead to a long delay in the landmark
criminal case alleging that Trump plotted to illegally
overturn the 2020 election, possibly until after the
November election.

However, if the Supreme Court declines to put the
ruling on pause, the federal trial overseen by Judge
Tanya Chutkan will be scheduled, likely for spring.

As Trump vies for the White House, he faces three
other criminal trials in addition to this one.
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Iran to introduce sustainable tourist sites

TEHRAN - The Secretary of the National
Committee for nature tourism has revealed a
plan to identify various cities as green tourist
sites in Iran.

Additionally, plans have been revealed
to carry out a long-overdue overhaul of
ecotourism regulations, marking 18 years
since their last update.

At the second National Symposium on
Green Tourism, a side event of the 17th
International Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition in Tehran, Mohammad Jahanshahi
emphasized the need for strategic changes in
the tourism industry. He pointed to ongoing
developments, such as legal expansions in
the seventh development plan, increased
weekly holidays, eased entry for foreign
tourists, and streamlined business licensing
processes. These changes aim to boost public
involvement and ensure the sustainable
growth of the tourism sector in the country.

Jahanshahi highlighted the importance of
focusing on sustainable and green tourism.
The regulations of the National Committee for
nature tourism have undergone significant
revisions after 18 years. These changes have
received approval in expert sessions of the
government’s Cultural and Social Commission
and are pending final approval from the
Cabinet.

Moreover, with the cooperation of relevant
authorities, green cities are set to be
introduced.

Farnaz Nikkhah, a secretary of the
symposium, outlined the event’s objectives,
including analyzing educational projects,
enhancing skills, investing in sustainable

infrastructures, and addressing global shifts
toward a greener planet through panels and
scientific workshops.

Nikkhah emphasized that Iran’s tourism
industry faces challenges and opportunities
related to sustainable tourism, and addressing
these concerns is achievable through the
industry’s eco-friendly transformation.

The 17th International Exhibition of Tourism
and Related Industries in Tehran coincided
with the second National Symposium on
Tourism and Green Investment.

The symposium aims to shed light on
tourism activities aligned with environmental
standards and has kicked off from February 13
at the Green Hall of the Tehran International
Permanent Fairground.

This national event aims to elaborate
on sustainable tourism services that are
environmentally friendly and enhance social
responsibility. By inviting scholars, scientific
organizations, industry associations, and
researchers specialized in this field, the goal
is to explore the latest scientific and global
topics related to green investment in the
country’s tourism ecosystem.

The 17th Iran International Tourism and
Related Industries Exhibition 2024 started
at the Tehran International Permanent
Fairground on February 12. This three-day-
long exhibition is considered Iran’s premier
tourism industry event and seeks to not only
showcase the tourism potential of the Iranian
capital but also extend a warm welcome to
enthusiasts and professionals in the field of
tourism.

Archaeological marvels showcased at
Tehran Tourism Exhibition

TEHRAN - In a momentous unveiling at
the 17th International Tourism and Related
Industries Exhibition in Tehran, the Cultur-
al Heritage and Tourism Research Institute
brought to light extraordinary discoveries
from Hastijan Cave located at Markazi prov-
ince.

Among the treasures revealed were the
oldest calligraphy pen unearthed in Iran and
a meticulously woven fabric dating back to
the Sassanid Empire.

The showcased Sassanid woven fabric, a
testament to ancient craftsmanship, is made
from wool. The warp features a rich indigo
hue, complemented by a pristine white weft.
Repaired by Roohollah Dehghani and Azam
Esmaeili from the esteemed research group
for traditional arts at the Cultural Heritage
and Tourism Research Institute, this fabric
offers a captivating glimpse into ancient tex-
tile artistry.

Another noteworthy revelation from

Hastijan Cave, previously introduced at a
conference following its display at the Na-
tional Museum of Iran, is the oldest calligra-

Iran in frames

phy pen, also from the Sassanid era. Exhib-
ited at the ongoing event, this reed-crafted
pen measures 10.5 centimeters in length and
8 millimeters in diameter.

During the presentation ceremony of
these remarkable artifacts, Mohammad Reza
Namati, head of the Hastijan Cave exploration
team, shared insights: “The most significant
find in the cave excavation is this 1400-year-
old pen, measuring 10.5 centimeters in length
and 8 millimeters in diameter, crafted from
reed. It still carries visible remnants of inks,
and was used to write onto leather”

Enthusiasts and history aficionados are
cordially invited to explore these captivat-
ing archaeological wonders at the Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Research Institute’s
exhibition booth in Halls 8 and 9 of the 17th
International Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition, taking place from February 12 to
15. This exhibition is considered Iran’s pre-
mier tourism industry event and seeks to not
only showcase the tourism potential of the
Iranian capital but also extend a warm wel-
come to enthusiasts and professionals in the
field of tourism.

The Negarestan Palace or the Negarestan Garden is a historic building in Tehran,

Iran, built in 1807 as a summer residence by Fathali Shah Qajar. The name ‘Negar-
estan’ translates to ‘Place of Paintings’ in Persian, reflecting the rich collection of
portraits and artworks displayed in one of its rooms.

Tehran mayor expresses readiness to host
UNWTO Global Summit on Urban Tourism

TEHRAN - In a pivotal
announcement, the Mayor of
Tehran, Alireza Zakani, has revealed
the city’s proactive readiness to
host the forthcoming UNWTO
Global Summit on Urban Tourism.

This  declaration transpired
during a high-profile discussion
with Zurab Pololikashvili,

the Secretary-General of the
United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) on Monday,

shedding light on Tehran’s
ambitions to become a prominent
hub for international urban
tourism.

The bustling atmosphere of the
17th International Tourism and
Related Industries Exhibition in
Tehran has been heightened as
UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab
Pololikashvili made a notable visit
to the Iranian capital. The event,
drawing industry professionals
from across the nation and
representatives from 11 countries
globally, marks a significant
crossroads  for  collaborative
endeavors between governmental

Tehran mayor Alirerza Zakani (L) meets Secretary-General of the Unit-
ed Nations World Tourism Organization Zurab Pololikashvili (R)

and recreational hubs. Boasting
advanced transportation
infrastructure, including extensive
airports and terminals, vibrant
markets, and recreational areas,
these municipalities provide an
ideal backdrop for the flourishing
development of urban tourism.

Urban tourism, characterized

theaters, sports stadiums, parks,
amusement  parks, historic
architecture, and sites tied to
significant events or famous
individuals, are internationally
acknowledged as prime
destinations for urban tourism.

On the sidelines of the ongoing
tourism exhibition, Zakani and

effectively showcase the tourism
attractions of the Iranian capital.

During the meeting, Zakani
provided valuable insights into
Tehran’s tourism capacities and
highlighted recent initiatives by
Tehran Municipality. He expressed
Tehran’s eagerness to host the
prestigious UNWTO Global Summit
on Urban Tourism.

The gathering also witnessed
the active participation of key
figures, including Ali-Asghar
Shalbafian, Deputy of Tourism at
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts, and Tourism;
Hamidreza Sarami, Deputy of
Urban Planning and Architecture
at Tehran Municipality; and Seyed
Mohammad-Hossein Hajazi, CEO
of the Abbasabad Cultural and
Tourism Zone.

The 17th Iran International
Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition 2024 has kicked off
at the Tehran International
Permanent Fairground on February
12. This three-day-long exhibition

and private sectors within the
dynamic realm of tourism.

City municipalities worldwide,
particularly those in  major
cities and capitals, stand as
central figures in  shaping
commercial, cultural, economic,

Urban

and make use of city facilities
and services, takes center stage.
regions,
historical and cultural attractions
such as museums, memorials,

by purposeful exploration of city UNWTO
areas to indulge in attractions convened at the
Cultural

adorned with urban  tourism

Secretary-General s
Abbasabad
and Tourism Zone.
Their discussions delved
development
and the strategic utilization of
city management capacities to

considered Iran’s  premier
tourism industry event and seeks
to not only showcase the tourism
potential of the Iranian capital but
also extend a warm welcome to
enthusiasts and professionals in
the field of tourism.
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Bulgarian Iranologists honored at Iranian embassy

TEHRAN - As Iran celebrated the
anniversary of Islamic Revolution’s victory on
February 11th, a commemorative ceremony
for the Revolution unfolded in Bulgaria,
focused on acknowledging and honoring
Persian language educators and renowned
Iranologists.

According to IRNA, Alireza Irvash, the
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Bulgaria, extended his congratulations on
the forty-fifth anniversary of the triumph of
the Islamic Revolution. He characterized the
message of the Islamic Revolution as one
promoting peace, wisdom, and love worldwide.

The Iranian Ambassador in Bulgaria added,
“Today, the world witnesses repeated acts of
violence and cruelty, with warmongers and
tyrants creating an arena of injustice and
cruelty. The new year has commenced while
thousands, particularly in distant parts like
Palestine, endure intense suffering”

Highlighting the shared history and culture
of Iran and Bulgaria, he took the initiative to
honor Iranian scholars and Persian language
instructors in Bulgaria, recognizing their
contributions to Iranian studies and the
Persian language. He emphasized that the
Islamic Revolution marked a cultural and
civilizational transformation, with honoring
cultural and civilizational figures becoming an
intrinsic duty.

In attendance at this ceremony, where
Dr. Ahmadi, the cultural attaché of the
Iranian Embassy in Bulgaria, was also
present, Professor Izgurov, a renowned
Khayyam scholar, received recognition for his
contributions. Having translated the poems

and quatrains of Khayyam into Bulgarian,
Professor Izgurov highlighted Khayyam’s
prowess as a mathematician, philosopher
poet, and astronomer. He expressed gratitude
to the Iranian ambassador for acknowledging
Bulgaria’s cultural figures.

Subsequently, Dr. Orbatsuf, an Iranologist
and Persian language instructor, received
recognition for his book on the history of
Iran-Bulgaria relations from ancient times
to the contemporary era. Acknowledged as a
prominent politician in modern Bulgaria with
fluency in Persian, Dr. Orbatsuf expressed
appreciation for the Iranian ambassador and
cultural attaché.

Dr. Hajar Fuyuzi, a retired professor of
Iranian studies at Sofia University and a
contributor to Bulgarian culture in Persian,
received recognition as the third honored
professor. Following the receipt of a certificate
of appreciation and a traditional Iranian cup
from the country’s ambassador, Dr. Fuyuzi
expressed gratitude for the ambassador’s
initiative, along with the cultural attaché’s role
in executing this grand cultural program. She
viewed Iran as a country with a global culture,
and Persian as the language of cultured
individuals.

The last certificate of appreciation
and gratitude from the Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, recognizing the
scientific services of the late Professor
Fadutov, a renowned Bulgarian orientalist
and Iranologist, was presented to his wife,
Mrs. Snezhana Todorova, the head of the
International Union of Bulgarian Journalists.
Mrs. Todorova appreciated this memorable
act of the Embassy on the National Day,

considering it a cultural and civilizational
initiative honoring Iran’s position in today’s
world. She noted Professor Fadutov’s love
for Hafez and Iran, emphasizing the enduring
greatness of Iranian civilization.

Concluding this splendid ceremony,
attended by over four hundred selected
political, cultural, and economic figures, the
guests enjoyed Persian food for dinner.

Simultaneously celebrating the forty-
fifth anniversary of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, an exhibition of exquisite
Iranian handicrafts illuminated Sofia, the
capital of Bulgaria.

Visitors, including representatives of
foreign countries and Bulgarian government
officials who had also come to participate
in this ceremony, engaged in numerous
and substantial visits to the handicrafts
exhibition. Ambassadors from South Korea,
Greece, Estonia, China, Russia, Qatar, Oman,
and the United Arab Emirates, along with
representatives from Japan, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Romania, North Macedonia,
Spain, Serbia, and other countries, explored
this remarkable exhibition.

Cosmetic dating back 3,600 years unearthed in Iran

In an enthralling revelation
that bridges the chasm between
the modern world and the
distant past, archaeologists
have unearthed a 3,600-year-
old artifact in the lJiroft region
of southeastern Iran. This Stone
Age relic, published in the journal
Scientific Reports on February
1st, is none other than the oldest
known red lipstick, dating back to
the Bronze Age (between 2000
B.C.and 1600 B.C.).

The artifact, a chlorite vial
containing a deep red cosmetic
preparation, was discovered
amidst a trove of ancient relics
that had been looted from an
ancient graveyard and later
retuned to a local museum
following a flood in 2001. The
vial's slender shape, reminiscent
of contemporary lipstick tubes,
suggests it was designed to
be held in one hand along with
a copper or bronze mirror, as
depicted in an ancient Egyptian
drawing.

Upon

meticulous  analysis

under a microscope, researchers
identifiedthemineralcomponents
of the reddish substance to be
hematite, darkening agents,
quartz particles, and plant wax.
This composition bears a striking
resemblance to contemporary
lipstick recipes, hinting at the
sophistication of ancient Iranian
makeup techniques.

The presence of hematite, a
mineral known for its intense
red color, and quartz particles,
which may have been used for
a shimmering effect, speaks
volumes about the aesthetic
sensibilities of the people who
lived in this region millennia ago.
Moreover, the inclusion of plant
wax as a hinding agent reflects
an understanding of cosmetic
chemistry that is surprisingly
modern.

This discovery aligns with
the well-documented tradition
of cosmetology in ancient Iran,
which also included the use of
light-colored compounds for
foundation or eyeshadow and

black kohl for eyeliners. The
sophistication of these makeup
techniques suggests a complex
society with well-defined social
hierarchies and aesthetic norms.

The research team, comprising
Nasir Eskandari, Eugenio De
Carlo, Federico Zorzi, Stefano
DallAcqua, Claudio  Furlan,
Gilberto Artioli, and Massimo
Vidale, highlights the long history
of cosmetic use and the cultural
significance of makeup in ancient
societies. This finding not only
enriches our understanding of
the past but also underscores the
timeless human desire to adorn
and present ourselves in ways
that reflect our identity and social
status.

Today, as we delve into the
world of makeup, experimenting
with various shades and textures,
it's worth pausing to appreciate
the legacy of those who came
before us. From the ancient
Egyptians who lined their eyes
with kohl to the women of the
Bronze Age who painted their lips

with hematite-infused pigments,
the art of adornment has been a
constant companion throughout
human history.

As we marvel at the
sophistication of this ancient
lipstick, let us also remember
the stories it tells - stories of
human ingenuity, aesthetic
sensibility, and the enduring
quest for beauty. In many ways,
this small vial of red pigment is
more than just a relic of the past;
it's a testament to the enduring
power of self-expression and the
timeless allure of beauty.

In the grand tapestry of human
history, the threads of continuity
often go unnoticed. But every
once in a while, a discovery like
this ancient lipstick reminds
us of the connections that bind
us to our past. As we continue
to explore the world around
us, may we always find joy in
unraveling these connections and
appreciating the richness of our
shared human heritage.

(Source: BNN Breaking)



IRCS calls on intl. bodies to protect

human rlghts in Gaza
=l

TEHRAN -The head of the Irani-
an Red Crescent Society (IRCS) has
urged the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to
take effective measures to protect
human rights in Gaza.

“Unfortunately, we are witnessing
the worst humanitarian crisis that has
resulted in death, injury, and displace-
ment of many people, especially wom-
en and children, as the most vulnera-
ble group of society as Israeli forces
continue the large-scale attacks
against civilians in the Gaza Strip,’
IRCS head Pirhossein Kolivand wrote
in separate letters to Kate Forbes, the
president ICRC, and Mirjana Spoljaric,
the president of the IFRC.

“News about the Israeli occupa-
tion forces deliberately targeting
hospitals, Red Crescent centers,
ambulances, healthcare staff, and
Red Crescent relief teams in Gaza is
unbelievable and disturbing.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society
calls for an urgent solution to end
the siege, to open safe routes to
help people in need, to protect the
medical staff, and to rescue civilians
and those injured We believe that the
International Committee of the Red
Cross should protect international
humanitarian law as its guardian
and take immediate and operation-
al action in support of civilians, and
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medical and health personnel.

Condemning the Israeli military
attacks on the hospitals, Red Cres-
cent centers, healthcare staff, and
relief teams of the Red Crescent in
Gaza, the Red Crescent Society of
the Islamic Republic of Iran urges
international communities to up-
hold their commitments based on
the International Humanitarian Law
in accordance with four Geneva Con-
ventions and other agreements.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society,
as one of the national societies that
is always committed to fulfilling its
humanitarian duties and helping the
injured and the needy, declares its
readiness to support and provide aid
to the defenseless civilians in Gaza.”

Establishing a joint fund to help
Gaza

On January 21, the IRCS suggest-
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ed settmg upa Jomt fund with other
countries to provide aid to people
in Gaza. He made the remarks in an
address to the International Human-
itarian Conference to Support Pales-
tine which was held in Tehran.

Referring to the crimes commit-
ted by the Zionists in the Gaza Strip
in the last one hundred days, he stat-
ed that the activities of the interna-
tional organizations have become
ineffective due to the barriers made
by the Zionist regime. “If we fail to do
something to help, history will judge
us,” IRNA reported.

Exploring possible avenues to
provide humanitarian aid, using hu-
manitarian diplomacy to stop the
war permanently, creating a joint
financial fund, and declaring crimes
against the Zionist regime were
among the axes of the conference.

ICRC appreciates IRCS

In November 2023, Vincent Cas-
sard, head of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) dele-
gation in Tehran, met with Kolivand,
expressing gratitude to the Iranian
Red Crescent Society for providing
humanitarian assistance to Gaza.

IRCS cooperation in providing
aid to Gaza is valuable and we are
thankful to Iran for its assistance in
this regard, he said, the IRCS website
reported.The officials also discussed
partnership and joint efforts in as-
sisting the people of Gaza.

“We are interested in cooperating
with the Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety to implement various joint mis-
sions in different fields including ed-
ucation, refugees, and immigration.
The Iranian Red Crescent Society
holds enormous potential that paves
the way for expanding cooperation,’
Cassard said.Moreover, Cassard ex-
pressed gratitude to the IRCS for
their collaboration in areas such as
mine clearance in the regions affect-
ed by the Iran-Iraq war in the 1980s.

Kolivand, for his part, praised the
president of ICRC for not withdraw-
ing Red Cross personnel from Gaza.

“This decision was a humanitarian
one demonstrating the preservation
of the Red Cross’s identity. Despite
being targeted by rocket fire, the Red
Cross persevered and continued as-
sisting the people of Gaza,” he added.

UNICEF, UNHCR team up to support Iran’s inclusive refugee policies
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TEHRAN -The United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have signed a let-
ter of understanding (LOU) to support the Iranian
government’s response to the growing needs of
refugees.

Iran is one of the world’s largest hosting coun-
tries with millions of refugees welcomed over four
decades.Both UN agencies appreciate the generos-
ity and support provided by the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran such as access to education
and primary healthcare for all children in the coun-
try including refugee children, UNICEF website an-
nounced in a press release on February 12.

According to the UNICEF website, the signed
LOU clarifies roles and responsibilities, enhances
operational effectiveness - through a biannu-
al Action Plan - and optimizes resources of each
agency to the benefit of vulnerable children, in-
cluding refugees, in certain agreed areas.

“Today we take another step forward in
strengthening our collaboration to support the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s inclusive refugee poli-
cies,” UNICEF website quoted Yumiko Takashima,
UNHCR Representative in Iran, in welcoming the

‘Salt particles from Lake Urmia
contained by 80%’

Salt particles raising from the catchment basin of Lake Urmia has been
contained by nearly 80 percent, Farhad Sarkhosh, head of the provincial
department for the Lake Urmia restoration program at West Azarbaijan

has said.

In cooperation with the Forests, Range and Watershed Management
Organization, some saplings and shrubs have been planted in the catch-
ment basin of Lake Urmia to slow down the wind giving rise to salt par-

signing of the LOU.

“This will help maintain essential services
provided through the national system, allowing
access to all children without discrimination,” he
added.

The cooperation will focus on joint advocacy in a
variety of areas such as child protection, education,
health, and nutrition, as well as water, sanitation,
and hygiene (WASH) sectors.

“We are here today to fortify the collaboration
between our agencies, uniting our efforts to en-
sure that all refugee and displaced children and
families, along with their host communities, can
consistently access social services. Our shared ob-
jective is to uphold the principle of ‘leaving no one
behind, as we firmly believe that every child, re-
gardless of their nationality or status, has a right
to life with dignity and deserves an equal oppor-
tunity to realize their full potential,” affirmed the
UNICEF Representative, Robin Nandy.

Moreover, the cooperation will help leverage
UNHCR and UNICEF's complementary strengths
and scale up their joint efforts to provide inclusive
protection and assistance to the most vulnerable
forcibly displaced populations in Iran.

Iran, UNICEF stress drafting MOU on refugees

Ruhollah Qaderi, the National Organization for
Migration’s director for international affairs, and
Nandy, the representative of the UNICEF in Iran, in
a meeting on December 11, 2023, emphasized the
need for drafting a memorandum of understand-
ing on refugees.

Referring to the enhanced cooperation between
UNICEF and the National Organization for Migra-
tion, Qaderi said, “We are talking about refugees
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ticles since past three years, which cost 600 billion rials (nearly $14 mil-

lion), Sarkhosh said.

He went on to say that the major salt particle hotspots in the West
Azarbaijan province include Jabal Kandi village in Urmia County,

as they are imposing high costs on the govern-
ment and the people of Iran,” IRNA reported.

Despite Iran’s generous hosting of the refu-
gees, who are mainly Afghans, the international
community has failed to support the country. They
have paid for less than one percent of the costs of
hosting refugees, which is not acceptable at all,
Qaderi explained.

Nandy, for his part, appreciated Iran for sup-
porting refugees residing in the country.

Confirming that the amount of foreign aid is not
proportionate to hosting costs and highlighting the
need to depoliticize humanitarian issues, particular-
ly children in a polarized world, Nandy said UNICEF’s
support will be tailored to the needs of Iran.

UNHCR is committed to introducing Iran’s
services

In October 2023, Takashima during a trip to the
city of Taibad, northeastern Khorasan Razavi prov-
ince, said the Organization is committed to intro-
ducing the services provided by Iran to immigrants
and refugees to the world.

The health, medical, cultural, educational, and
other services provided by the officials of Iran
to immigrants and refugees are exceptional and
unique, she said.

“| will present this service model to interna-
tional organizations, of course, we need Iran’s
support to provide services with positive and real
references.’For sure that’s a heavy burden on the
shoulders of the government of Iran and we need
the cooperation and support of international or-
ganizations to provide more services to immi-
grants and refugees here, she added.
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Saporghan, Urmia, Choopanloo and Miandoab, which are highly contained
by planting vegetation, ISNA reported on Saturday.
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Straight Truth

Government is firm in securing
Hamoun water right

TEHRAN -The administration of President
Ebrahim Raisi is decisively looking for a solution
to the dispute with Afghan officials on the water
right of Hamoun wetland and has held several
meetings in this regard.

Considering the importance of the issue, en-
vironmental officials of Afghanistan are to pay a
visit to Iran to make necessary decisions.

The Hamouns are transboundary wetlands on
the Iran-Afghan border made up of three lakes:
Hamoun-e Helmand, which is entirely in Iran,
Hamoun-e Sabari on the border, and Hamoun-e
Puzak, almost entirely inside Afghanistan. The
three lakes are linked and fed by water from the
Helmand River which starts in the Hindu Kush
Mountains in Afghanistan.

Hamoun International Wetland is considered
one of the most important habitats of aquatic
and terrestrial migratory birds and has been a
shelter for many rare and endangered species
for years.

Some 3,820 out of 5,660 square kilometers
of the wetland is in Sistan-Baluchestan Iran and
the rest is in Afghanistan.

In the not-too-distant past, it was the third
largest lake in the country, but now the dried
wetland is turning into a source of dust affecting
people in the province.

Based on the 1972 Helmand treaty, Iran has
secured a commitment from Afghanistan to sup-
ply them with an average of 22 cubic meters per
second (m3/sec) during normal or above-nor-
mal water years. For friendly relations, an addi-
tional 4 m3/sec is also promised to be provided.
These allocations add up to approximately 820
Mm3 per year.

But in the last two decades, once fertile wet-
lands have drastically dried up. The Taliban gov-
ernment closed the sluices to the Kajaki Dam
on the Helmand until 2002, which aggravated
the impact of the worst drought the region has
experienced in many decades, brought about
partially by climate change and warming tem-
peratures.

The locals’ livelihood is greatly dependent on
the wetland which has been fed by the Helmand
River for millions of years. The water from the
river is used for drinking and agriculture. It is
also a source of income for fishermen.

Of course, the administration has taken mea-
sures to overcome the problem and is seriously
following up on the issue. For this purpose, they
have had several meetings with the Afghan offi-
cials.Accordingly, it was decided to form a joint
working group of Iranian and Afghan officials
to implement projects such as Hamoun’s right
from Helmand water and management of dust
centers.Due to the importance of the issue,
President Raisi has repeatedly stressed that
Iran will act without compromise in upholding
the rights of the people of Sistan-Baluchestan.
In this regard, he appointed First Vice-President
Mohammad Mokhbar to investigate and solve
people’s problems in supplying energy, and For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian to con-
sult with the Afghan government to follow up on

Iran’s right from the Helmand River.

Visiting Samarkand, Amir-Abdollahian par-
ticipated in the meeting of foreign ministers
of neighboring countries. During the meeting,
Iran’s commitment was emphasized and Amir
Khan Mottagi announced Afghanistan’s commit-
ment to Iran’s water right.

Moreover, the head of the Department of En-
vironment (DOE), Ali Salajeqeh, in a meeting held
on the dust pollution in Sistan-Baluchestan,
said Hamoun water right is one of the govern-
ment’s top priorities, and the project to release
water into Hamoun wetland is on the agenda.
The people in Sistan-Baluchestan should not be
concerned about the supply of drinking water
because the government will not allow the peo-
ple to face such difficulties.

Immediately, the pursuit of the water right of
the wetland from the Afghan side was put on the
agenda of the DOE. Hence, Salajeqeh met Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, the acting deputy prime
minister for economic affairs of the Taliban, who
had traveled to Iran for economic negotiations.

Talking about the outcome of the meeting, Sa-
lajeqeh stated that Afghans claimed to acknowl-
edge Iran’s rights and consider themselves obli-
gated to allocate water, but they have announced
that there is no water behind the dam and every-
thing depends on the amount of rainfall.

Meanwhile, the spokesman for Iran’s Foreign
Ministry, Naser Kanaani, in his latest statement
about Hamoun wetland on February 5, said that
the Afghan authorities are expected to fulfill
their obligations in securing the wetland’s water
right.On the occasion of International Wetland
Day which was held on February 3, Salajeqeh said
many international institutions are affected by
political issues. “If they adhere to their commit-
ments and covenants, they should not act based
on political bases”

Stating that the Islamic Republic is a member
of 15 conventions and 54 international protocols,
he complained that the international institutions
have failed to shoulder their responsibilities. He
added the international community is commit-
ted to fulfilling its duties regarding environmen-
tal issues, but due to sanctions, they avoid that.

Hamoun Wetland, once a huge body of water,
has turned into a dried bed merely because its
water right has been denied by the neighboring
country, and surprisingly, the international in-
stitutions have preferred to remain silent in this
regard.To rehabilitate the wetland, Iran conclud-
ed a contract with the European Union to em-
power the local community, achieve sustainable
livelihood, and provide environmental education,
but they refrained from upholding their commit-
ment because of the sanctions.

An Afghan delegation is also going to visit
Iran to discuss issues related to Hamoun Wet-
land and its water right more seriously in the
near future.For the time being, it is hoped that
the amount of precipitation increases and with
the cooperation of the neighboring country the
water reaches Hamoun so that the condition of
the wetland improves to some extent.

vﬁb
41 \-;.l"«!

Per5|an fallow deerreleased in national park

Ten Persian fallow deer were released on Tuesday in “Dez” National Park, southwestern
Khuzestan provinceThe Persian fallow deer is native to West Asia, today occurring only in Iran.
The International Union for Conservation of Nature has long classified the Persian fallow deer
as endangered in 1996, vulnerable in 2006, and endangered in 2010.
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Imam Reza anthem festival to welcome
students from across Iran
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By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The anthem section of the 21st
edition of Imam Reza (AS) International
Festival is set to welcome a large number of
students from schools across the country,
the organizers have announced.

During a press conference held in Tehran
on Tuesday, Seyyed Mojtaba Zabihi, the
secretary of the festival's anthem section
stated that this segment is fully dedicated to
the school students.
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“We are anticipating a significant turnout in
this year’s festival, building upon the success
of the last edition which saw 36,000 students
from 450 anthem groups participating in
three different sections,” Zabihi said.

He highlighted that the festival prioritizes
fair judging, with different grade levels being
assessed separately in the general section.

He elaborated on the new addition of the
People’s Choice section, encouraging public
engagement in selecting the standout
groups in the street performances category.
Furthermore, gender-specific and grade
level-based assessments will take place in
the competitive section.

The upcoming festival will showcase
eight captivating anthem productions
originating from provinces like Lorestan,
Khuzestan, Zanjan, Kermanshabh,
Mazandaran, and Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari,
each infused with local melodies and
accents that will be unveiled in the
forthcoming days, he noted.

For the first time, the festival has

assigned the provinces total autonomy
in manufacturing their respective works,
nurturing their distinct musical expressions
and traditions.

“We are pleased to feature two Persian
works specifically tailored for boys in
Mashhad and girls in Golestan province,
Zabihi added.

The festivals closing ceremony is
scheduled to take place at the revered shrine
of Imam Reza (AS), offering pilgrims the
chance to immerse themselves in the melodic
offerings, he mentioned.

The anthem festival is organized in close
partnership with the Ministry of Education to
create a platform for students to showcase
their talents, he said and added: “The fusion
of diverse regional elements and educational
objectives  underscores the festival's
commitment to nurturing artistic talents and
promoting cultural unity.”

The lmam Reza (AS)
International Festival
is held annually in
various provinces
of Iran as well as
in several other
countries.

The Imam Reza (AS) International Festival
is held annually in various provinces of
the country as well as in several other
countries.

This festival encompasses various fields
such as articles, plays or screenplays,
produced shows, stories, visual arts, books,
literary texts, poetry, press and digital works,
and radio and television productions.

The festival will come to an end in Mashhad

on May 19, 2024 that marks the birthday of
Imam Reza (AS).

Cartoon of Day

Hostages
Cartoonist: Glen Le Lievre from Australia

Frome Page 1 » Conducted by
Homayoun Rahimian, the Iran
National Orchestra also performed
at Vahdat Hall. Renowned traditional
singer  Mohammad  Motamedi
accompanied the orchestra as the
vocalist.

The last performance at Vahdat
Hall belonged to the celebrated
traditional singer Salar Aghili whose
velvet voice reverberated at the hall.

Tehran’s Roudaki Hall, adjacent
to Vahdat Hall, hosted two
international performances of this
year’s festival.

Renowned Armenian pianist and
composer Hayk Melikyan performed
a piano recital at the venue and
was followed by a performance by
Andaliban Band from Afghanistan.

Melikyan, 43, is recognized
internationally as one of the
most versatile and imaginative
performers of the 20th century and
contemporary music and among
today’s most engaging virtuoso
pianists by classical music audiences
and critics.

Melikyan is a laureate of
international piano competitions,
such as Concours d'Orléans
(France), Ibla Grand Prize (ltaly),
Yvar Mikhashoff Trust for New Music
(USA), Premio Valentino Bucchi
(Italy), etc. Moscow Composers
Union awarded him a gold medal for

@ Tehran Times / Bahman Vakhshour

39th Fajr International
Festival kicks off
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Conducted by Homayoun Rahimian, the Iran National Orchestra performes at Vahdat Hall on the first day of the festival

world contemporary music in 2012.

The Afghan band, Andaliban,
comprises a number of musicians
and singers from Afghanistan,
who have been living in Mashhad,
Khorasan Razavi Province, in recent
years due to the harsh conditions
their country is faced with.

Musicians and bands from the
Netherlands, India, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan will also perform during

Vahdat Hall, six othervenues in Tehran
play host to various performances
during the festival including pop, folk,
traditional, and international music.

The event will be held in Tehran and
14 other provinces simultaneously.
The seven venues in Tehran host more
than 70 performances and over 330
stage performances will be held in 14
provinces including East Azerbaijan,
Bushehr, Semnan, Fars, Golestan,

Khorasan, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer
Ahmad, Khuzestan, Kermanshah,
Lorestan, Kerman, and Hormozgan.

Organized by the Music Office of
the Deputy for Artistic Affairs of
Iran’s Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, the festival encompasses
various sections such as the
competitive (Barbad Award), non-
competitive, and research sessions.

The international event will be

his contribution and promotion of

the music festivalln addition to

Markazi,

Mazandaran,

North  underway until February 17.

Gaza as District 13, Israel as the Capitol: when “The
Hunger Games” narrates the story of Palestine

By Ali Hamedin

TEHRAN-With the release of movie “The Hunger
Games: The Ballad of Songhirds & Snakes” and its
trailer, many fans have compared the dystopian
background of this movie and the miserable
conditions of the people of Gaza after October 7 on
social media platforms such as X and TikTok.

“The Hunger Games” trilogy, which is an
adaptation of Suzanne Collins' novel, takes place in
an unspecified future time, in the dystopian, post-
apocalyptic nation of “Panem”, located in North
America. Panem is governed by a wealthy city
called “the Capitol”, which receives its resources
from 12 impoverished districts under military rule.
The Capitol is ruled by the tyrannical President
Snow. His system of government treats people
like animals, imprisons and enslaves populations,
limits their resources, and punishes uprisings and
protests against this corruption and oppression.
75 years before the last Hunger Games, poorer
neighborhoods rioted against the Capitol in a
failed attempt at revolution. This gruesome
competition, in which teenagers from different
districts of Panem are forced by the Capitol to
compete with each other to the death, is a kind
of celebration and memorial for the defeat of this
rebellion.

Panem or Palestine?

Since the release of the first movie in “The
Hunger Games” series in 2012, the metaphorical
and political references of this work have attracted
the attention of many writers and audiences. The
structural realities of the dystopian world of
Panem are not much different from the colonial
and racist policies of Israel and the Zionists,
and are palpable to anyone who has only a little
knowledge of the situation in Gaza.

Snow’s soldiers use highly advanced weapons
and uniforms. Like Israeli soldiers, they are present
around the clock in different districts of Panem to
prevent possible riots. Meanwhile, the protagonist
of the story, Katniss Everdeen, always has a bow
and arrow with her, and Katniss’ friends also wear
not very special clothes. Like the confrontation
between the stone and the gun in Gaza, the
duality of the bow and the gun powerfully evokes
the conflict between the oppressed and the
oppressor. Interestingly, even some Zionist media
such as the Jewish Chronicle have acknowledged
this similarity.

In the movie “Mockingjay - Part 1 after
Katniss’s living district is bombed, she, along with
her friends and survivors of District 12, moves
to District 13, which has remained politically
independent and isolated from the rest of Panem.
After a while, when she returns to her district and
stands on its ruins, the place simultaneously looks
like parts of Syria, Gaza, Irag, or Afghanistan; in
short, the Middle East.

Later in the movie, when the Katniss travels
to visit District 8, a hospital in this district is

bombed by the Capitol's planes. After this action
of the Capitol, Katniss said in front of the camera
and addressing the people of the districts: “I'm in
District 8 where the Capitol just bombed a hospital;
Filled with unarmed men, women and children... if
you think for one second that the Capitol will ever
treat us fairly, you are lying to yourselves.”

Palestinian-American journalist, Ramzy Baroud
writes in the Jordan Times about this part of the
movie: “The Gaza connection became too stark to
miss.

This part of the movie, which was very similar
to the bombing of El-Wafa hospital in Gaza in
the year of the release of the movie (2014), was
compared and shared by many social media users
with the bombing of Al-Ahli hospital following the
Israeli genocide in Gaza after October 7.

Decryption of a dystopia

Capitol citizens are shown dehumanizing people
from the districts, referring to them as “animals”
- reminding some fans of Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant's comments describing Palestinians
as “human animals” lately.

With military technology and a huge media
apparatus, the Capitol rules the districts with
unstoppable ruthlessness. Its rulers, who claim
superiority over all the inhabitants of dystopia
Panem, know no moral boundaries.

For more than 70 years, the people of the
twelve districts of Panem have been condemned
to a “collective punishment” with a gruesome
race for the rebellion of their ancestors against
the bloodthirsty Capitol, so as not to forget the
power of the Capitol. Similarly, Israel’s war crimes
and genocide since October 7 have been labeled
“collective punishment” against the Hamas
offensive. Israeli sources claim that 1,200 innocent
Israeli citizens were killed in this attack, while
Israel has killed more than 28,000 Palestinians by
bombing schools, refugee camps, and hospitals,
as well as centuries-old churches and mosques.
All this while United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres asserts that the collective
punishment of Palestinians is not justifiable by
any Hamas actions.

District 13 was destroyed early enough that
the rest of the districts didn’t dare think anything
other than the Capitol’s insistence that resistance
was futile. Also, president Snow was determined
to describe those who defied the Capitol as
“Radicals” not “Rebels”.

In the eyes of the global audience

So far, we have seen many similarities between
this film series and the situation in Gaza, but did
the author really have the same intention?

In a 2018 interview with the New York Times
about her book, author Suzanne Collins explained
that the essence of her story is an exploration of
“just-war theory,” or “an attempt to define what
circumstances give you the moral right to wage
war and what is acceptable behavior within that
war and its aftermath”

She also has said that her inspirations for “The
Hunger Games” came from a variety of sources,
including the ancient Greek myth of Theseus,
Roman gladiatorial games, contemporary TV, her
father’s experiences in the Vietnam War, and news
footage of the Iraq War.

On the other hand, director Francis Lawrence,

who also directed the previous three “The
Hunger Games” films, along with more than 700

Hollywood celebrities signed a letter in support of
Israel on October 12.

But in general, even though the makers of the
movie had no intention of dealing with Palestine,
audiences around the world have deciphered the
genocide and crimes of the Zionist regime in Gaza
from the symbols and metaphors of the story. “I'm
calling it now, The Hunger Games movie is going
to result in a huge uptick of protests in support of
Palestine in the younger generations in America,’
one TikTok user said in a video that now has over
82,000 likes.

International guilty conscience

Jamil Khader, professor of English and dean of
research at Bethlehem University is one of those
who, at the beginning of the release of the first
movie in “The Hunger Games” series, explained
its connection with Palestine. In an interview with
Tehran Times, he said about why the audience
made a connection between this film series and
Israel’s crimes in Gaza:

“There is the human element here and viewers
everywhere are expressing their sympathy
and solidarity for the victims of this genocide.
Audiences often empathize with and identify
with characters in movies. When they see similar
situations in real life, even if their understanding
of these situations or knowledge about them are
limited, they might relate those real-world events
back to the fictional narratives and characters
with which they are more familiar.

Moreover, “The Hunger Games” might offer
these audiences a clear-cut narrative and
dichotomy between oppressor and oppressed
that many people may think reflects the reality
more accurately. Some Western commentators
always contend that Zionist settler colonialism
and apartheid politics is a complex issue, and
many viewers have a gut feeling that it is not really
as complex as the powers that be want them to
believe.

Also, Palestine continues to be the issue for
many people and it resonates with them because
it reflects the condition of hopelessness that many
people feel at the deeper level about their own
disposability in a necrocapitalist system based on
the destruction of people’s lives and bodies and
making profit out of them.”

He added: “The fact that European and
American audiences are drawing comparisons
between the situation in Gaza and “The Hunger
Games” film series can suggest a potential thirst
for knowledge and a desire to understand global
events at a more critical level. Citizens in Western
metropoles can see how their governments
are enabling this genocide, by channeling their
tax dollars to fund genocides abroad instead of
investing in the infrastructure and the basic needs
of the citizens. This may motivate them to become
more interested in geopolitical affairs and more
critically informed about international issues,
including those in the Middle East”

As we have seen, in the eyes of many audiences
around the world, this film series narrates the
painful story of the people of Gaza. The people
who live in a dystopian land and are ruled by Israeli
leaders like Netanyahu, who are perhaps more
terrible and violent than Snow and the rulers of
the Capitol. The people of Gaza, like the people of
the districts, will remain rebels until victory and
they know that the Israeli leaders will not treat
them fairly even for a second.
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