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Warships weighing 
10,000 tons under 
construction in Iran 

TEHRAN – The Defense Ministry 
spokesman says Iran is currently constructing 
warships weighing 10,000 tons.

“In the maritime sector, the ministry is 
actively pursuing diverse industrial designs 
for vessels, with plans to construct vessels 
ranging from 1,000 to 10,000 tons currently 
in progress,” Brigadier General Reza Talaei-
Nik stated during a press briefing on Tuesday.

He underscored Iran’s great defense 
capabilities and combat readiness in West 
Asia, providing critical updates across 
multiple fronts.

Highlighting the tailored nature of naval 
defense structures for both the Army and 
the IRGC, the spokesman noted ongoing 
warship construction aligned with specific 
missions.  Page 3

Iran-Pakistan trade up

By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN- Iran shares land or water borders 

with 15 countries namely UAE, Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Kazakhstan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Saudi Arabia.

Expanding trade with the neighboring 
countries is one of the major plans that the 
Iranian government has been pursuing in 
recent years.

Among Iran’s neighbors, Pakistan is one 
of the countries with which Iran’s trade has 
increased in the past year.

As announced by the Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Commerce, the value of Iran’s exports to 
Pakistan increased by 13 percent in 2023 as 
compared to 2022. 

The data released by the Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Commerce indicate that Iran exported non-oil 
commodities worth $944 million to its neighbor 
Pakistan in the past year,  Page 4

Iranian medicine 
treats breast, 
stomach cancers    

TEHRAN – An Iranian knowledge-based 
company has managed to produce a drug 
that is used for the treatment of breast and 
stomach cancers.

‘AryoTrust’ with the generic name ‘Trastu-
zumab’ costs about one-seventh of foreign 
products, IRIB reported.

Producing biomedicines widely used for 
hard-to-treat illnesses, and indigenizing 
the technology for producing drugs to meet 
the needs of both national and international 
markets are among the major priorities of 
the company.

‘AryoTrust’ is one of the products that is 
being made domestically thanks to the ef-
forts of this knowledge-based company. It 
has made the country practically self-suffi-
cient in this regard.

It is a recombinant DNA-derived human-
ized monoclonal antibody that selectively 
targets the extracellular domain of the hu-
man epidermal growth factor receptor 2 pro-
tein (HER2).

These receptors normally reside on the 
normal cell surfaces leading to cellular 
growth and proliferation. Over-expression of 
HER2 is observed in primary breast and ad-
vanced gastric cancer cells.

AryoTrust binds to HER2, prevents its 
activity, and leads to the death of cancer 
cells.  Page 7

IRGC deploys Shahed-131 
kamikaze and Ababil-5 
combat UAVs

TEHRAN- The Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (IRGC) Ground Force has bolstered its 
capabilities with the integration of Shahed-131 
kamikaze drones and Ababil-5 combat UAVs.

The act aimed at enhancing surveillance 
capabilities and countering threats posed by 
adversaries and terrorist organizations.

During the Great Prophet 15 military ex-
ercise in January 2021, the IRGC Aerospace 
Force unveiled footage showcasing the suc-
cessful engagement of various targets by 
the Shahed-131 drone. This marked the first 
public demonstration of the drone’s effec-
tiveness in combat scenarios.

The Shahed-131 drone further demon-
strated its operational prowess during the 
Great Prophet 17 exercise, where it executed 
precision strikes on a simulated facility rep-
resenting the Dimona nuclear power plant of 
the Israeli regime.

Measuring 2.6 meters in length and 2.2 
meters in width, with a weight of 135 kilo-
grams and a range of 900 kilometers, the 
Shahed-131 UAV distinguishes itself with its 
unique design features. 

Notably, the arrangement of end blocks 
differs between the Shahed-131 and Sha-
hed-136 variants, with the former featuring 
blocks solely at the top of its body.  Page 2
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Ansarullah wages 4 major operations in 24 hours 
U.S. faces biggest naval battle since “World War II” 

By Ali Karbalaei
TEHRAN - The spokesperson for the Ansarullah Armed Forces, Brigadier General Yahya 

Sare’e, has announced the Sanaa-based government’s naval forces have conducted four 
major operations in the waters off Yemen against two American ships, one British vessel as 
well as shooting down a U.S. MQ-9 Reaper drone. 

In response to America’s designation of Ansarullah as a terrorist organization, the ongo-
ing US-UK aggression against Yemen, and the devastating Israeli war on Gaza, the Sanaa 
government has indicated it has the prowess to significantly escalate developments in the 
Red and Arabian seas. 

In the space of 24 hours, Ansarullah’s military announced the targeting of two American 
vessels, “Sea Champion” and “Navis Fortuna” in the Gulf of Aden. The Yemeni forces also 
struck the British cargo ship Rubymar with two missiles. 

As a result of extensive damage, Sare’e said the British ship “is at risk of sinking”, while 
also affirming that the Yemeni forces ensured the safe exit of the British ship’s crew during 
the operation in the Gulf of Aden. 

Furthermore, the spokesman announced that the Yemeni air defenses successfully shot 
down an American MQ 9 aircraft with a suitable missile while it was conducting hostile missions 
against Yemen in the skies of the port city of Hodeidah “on behalf of the Israeli regime”. 

Ansarallah later published a video of the U.S. MQ-9 drone (which is used for surveillance 
but can also be armed for combat missions), being tracked down, then shot at with a 
surface-to-air missile. The footage also shows the drone set on fire in the sky after being 
targeted with a direct hit, its fall, and its wreckage on the ground.  Page 5

U.S. PR Stunt 
White House proposes Gaza ceasefire resolution 

By Shahrokh Saei 
TEHRAN - Israel’s Western allies, in particular the United States, do not lift a finger to 

support the Palestinian people unless they face domestic and international pressure. 

Since Israel launched its deadly war in Gaza on October 7, the United States has 
spared no effort to stand by the regime politically and militarily. 

Washington provides billions of dollars in military assistance to Tel Aviv every year. 

U.S. military funding to Israel exceeded $3.8 billion last year. That was part of a record 
$38 billion deal over 10 years signed under former president Barack Obama in 2016.

At the weekend, The Wall Street Journal also reported that the White House is pre-
paring to send a new weapons shipment to Israel which is estimated to be worth tens 
of millions of dollars.

Israel has been able to continue its brutal war on Gaza through huge military support 
by the U.S. and some other Western countries. 

Nonetheless, the administration of President Joe Biden has recently been trying to 
wear a charm offensive with the Palestinian people. 

In line with that, he has grown more vocal in expressing concerns over how Israel is 
conducting the war in Gaza.

“Israel’s military action in Gaza should not proceed…. Israel’s response in Gaza has 
been over the top”. Biden has made these comments over the past two weeks in re-
action to Netanyahu who has vowed to continue the war in Gaza until achieving “total 
victory” and “destroying” Hamas, a dream which has remained elusive.   Page 5

Iranian FM meets 
with Sri Lankan 
counterpart, PM

TEHRAN - In a diplomatic 
development, the Iranian minister 
of foreign affairs arrived in the Sri 
Lankan capital Colombo and engaged 
in discussions with senior officials 
regarding enhancing political, economic, 
scientific, technical, and technological 
exchanges between the two nations. 

Upon his arrival, Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian was welcomed by Sri Lanka’s 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Tharaka Balasuriya.

As the first part of this diplomatic 
visit, Amir Abdollahian engaged 
in discussions with his Sri Lankan 
counterpart Ali Sabry.  Page 2

The nuclear conspiracy against Iran 
cannot save Bibi from the Al-Aqsa storm

 Page 3

‘90% Enrichment Show’ 
Directed by Israel



In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz analyzed the 
Munich Security Conference (MSC) and said: On 
the sidelines of this meeting, the Group of Seven, 
repeating their claim about Iran’s regional role, 
said that the continuation of sending weapons 
from Iran to the Yemeni army is a violation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 2231 and causes the 
escalation of tensions in the region. They also 
expressed deep concern about the continued 
progress in Iran’s nuclear activities, which they 
claimed has no civilian justification. But Iran 
has always been at the negotiating table and 
it is the Western side that has not fulfilled its 
obligations. These anti-Iran atmospheres can 
be seen in the West’s hostility towards Iran, their 
frustration over the imminent parliamentary 
elections in Iran, and their angst about the 
global support for Palestine. This struggle 
became more obvious when, in a completely 
supportive approach to the Zionist regime, the 
officials in Tel Aviv were invited and allowed to 
speak in Munich, but Iran was not invited. The 
Munich meeting added another document to 
the unreliability of the West and showed that 
interaction has no meaning in the West’s logic.

Iran: The enemy and the address of not 
voting!

The experience of 45 years of governance in 
the Islamic Republic shows that the enemies of 
the country have always hatched plots for the 
elections and orchestrated various scenarios to 
discourage the people from participating in the 
elections or affecting the elections in any way, 
the Iran newspaper said. It wrote: Last year, the 
enemies of the Islamic Republic in their (2023) 
fall sedition had assigned all the opposition 
media to put the “people against the people,” 
but ultimately failed and it became clear that 
their goal was to divide Iran. It was there that 
the mask fell from their faces. Now, on the eve 
of (first of March) the Esfand 11 elections, once 
again the enemies have come to the stage in the 
media and virtual space to spread rumors and 
poison the public mind that participation in the 
elections is useless!

 Therefore, the enemy’s current project in 
these days leading up to the election is the code 
of not voting! Why? It is because the enemy is 
very afraid of the people’s voting and knows 
that elections in Iran “produce” power and build 
social capital. They are also aware that elections 
guarantee a “strong Iran” to move on the path 
of progress.

Ettelaat: America and Israel’s new dream to 
undermine Iran!

In a commentary, Ettela’at dealt with the 
growth of Iran’s economy in the region. It wrote: 
Iran’s North-South Corridor, TRACECA corridor, 
Old Silk Road (Belt and Road Initiative), South 
Asia Corridor and ALTID South Corridor indicate 
Iran’s great position. The Raisi government’s 
efforts to become a member of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization to complete the 
East-West Strategic rail corridors, which 
have global implications at the regional level, 
are impressive. But the hostile country of 
America and the Israeli regime are worried 
about the realization of these projects and the 
strengthening of Iran’s power and position in 
the new global economic exchanges, which will 
be affected by economic connections between 
other countries, especially Iran, China, Russia, 
Pakistan, and India. In different methods and 
even giving points to other countries, they seek 
to create alternative routes for these economic 
and optimal ways. For this reason, we must 
play our role well and timely in the formation of 
the world order and try to use this exceptional 
situation and opportunity with intelligence.

Ham Mihan: The de-hyphenated policy of 
India

Since the beginning of the Gaza war, one of the 
trans-regional countries that has been affected 
by this situation is the Indian government. While 
India is trying to maintain its cordial relations 
with Tel Aviv at the height of Israel’s massacre 
in Gaza, New Delhi’s talks with Tehran have not 
stopped. During his visit to Tehran last month, 
the Indian foreign minister discussed with his 
Iranian counterpart maritime security in the 
Red Sea, the development of bilateral relations 
and the continuation of cooperation in Chabahar 
port. 

Iran and India have been moving in two 
different directions since the beginning of the 
war in Gaza. The Indian government does not 
consider Israel’s attacks as a factor in reducing 
the level of relations or even criticizing Israel, 
but Iran says that the only way to reduce tension 
in the region is to stop Israel’s attacks on Gaza. 
India’s wider military involvement in the Arabian 
Sea and the Gulf of Aden may increase the 
potential risks of confrontation between Iran-
backed groups and India’s military, an issue 
that can damage the relations between the two 
countries.

From page 1    During their meeting, Amir 
Abdollahian, recognizing the robust and amicable 
relations between the two nations, highlighted 
the ongoing consultations on diverse issues. 
He expressed optimism that the visit would 
significantly bolster relations between the two 
countries in various spheres, including politics, 
economics, trade, and tourism. 

Commending Sri Lanka’s steadfast support 
for the people of Palestine and Gaza on 
international platforms, including the United 
Nations, Amir Abdollahian underscored the 
significance of such solidarity.

The Sri Lankan foreign minister, for his part, 
commended the Iranian nation’s power and 
resilience despite numerous acts of hostility. 

Emphasizing the strong relations and shared 

values between the two nations, Ali Sabry 
referred to Sri Lanka’s economic transition and 
growth. He expressed hope for a more robust 
expansion of bilateral relations in the new era.

The minister of foreign affairs of Sri Lanka 
highlighted Iran’s industrial and economic 
capabilities, expressing his country’s readiness 
for the implementation of economic projects by 
Iran in Sri Lanka.

Cooperation in the tourism sector took center 
stage in the discussions between the two top 
diplomats, with both sides expressing optimism 
that Iranian and Sri Lankan tourists would 
increasingly choose each other’s countries 
as preferred destinations. They underscored 
the importance of establishing direct flights 
between the two nations to facilitate such 

exchanges. 

The ministers also emphasized mutual 
interest in fostering scientific and technological 
collaboration.

Amir Abdollahian conveyed gratitude for 
the invitation extended by the President of Sri 
Lanka to Ebrahim Raisi, the President of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, expressing hope for the 
scheduling of this visit at an opportune time.

Sri Lankan foreign minister had traveled to 
Tehran in August 2023.

Furthermore, Iran’s minister of foreign affairs 
met with Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh 
Gunawardena to further discuss the potential 
for bilateral cooperation between the two 
nations.

From page 1   Previously, the IRGC Aerospace 

Force conducted multiple operations targeting 

separatist groups’ positions in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region, underscoring the utility of unmanned 
aerial vehicles in regional security operations.

The unveiling of the Ababil-5 UAV during the 
Army Day parade on April 18, 2022, highlighted 
Iran’s continued advancements in drone 
technology. 

Developed by the Defense Ministry’s Air 
Industries Organization (AIO), the Ababil-5 
shares design elements with its predecessors 
in the Ababil UAV family, including the Ababil 3 
and Mohajer 6 models. However, it boasts larger 

wings, enabling greater payload capacity, and 
features retractable front landing gear to enhance 
its surveillance capabilities.

Established in 2005 as the UAV management 
division within the IRGC Ground Force’s intelligence 
department, the UAV complex evolved into an 
independent unit two years later, operating in 
collaboration with the IRGC Aerospace Force. 

The unit’s inaugural base was established 
in Ahvaz, southwest Iran, with subsequent 
expansions and advancements in operational 
capabilities over the years.

TEHRAN – Iran is set to hold a naval exercise 
with certain countries in the northern Indian 
Ocean by the end of the Iranian calendar year, 
which ends on March 19. 

Shahram Irani, commander of the Iranian 
Navy, officially declared on Tuesday that the joint 
exercise will feature the participation of twelve 
formidable naval forces, including those from 
Iran’s neighboring countries. 

Providing insights into the strategic maritime 
efforts, the rear admiral disclosed that the mission 

to safeguard Iran’s shipping lines in international 
waters was initiated in 2009 under the direct 
command of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. 

Emphasizing the consistent commitment of 
the Army’s strategic naval force, he highlighted 
their ongoing role in ensuring the security of the 
nation’s economic hub in both the Gulf of Aden and 
the northern Indian Ocean.

The admiral further noted the expansion of the 
security mission beyond securing shipping lines in 

the Red Sea over the past four years. 

Presently, the comprehensive management of 
protection for Iran’s shipping lines extends from 
the Gulf of Aden to the Suez Canal.

In a concluding statement, Irani disclosed 
that the security measures for Iran’s shipping 
lines involve three naval groups stationed at key 
maritime points. Moreover, he underscored the 
readiness of the Iranian Navy to provide support to 
other countries upon their request in these critical 
areas, echoing similar instances from the past. 

TEHRAN - Mikhail Ulyanov, the 
Russian ambassador to the Vienna-
based international organizations, 
has reiterated Moscow’s position 
that there is no alternative to the 
JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action), the official name for the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

In a post on Tuesday, he wrote, 
“1 year ago Western analysts and 
often officials speculated a lot about 
unknown Plan B to settle the Iranian 
nuclear problem. Russia always 
expressed the view that there was 
no realistic Plan B and that there was 
no alternative to the #JCPOA.  Now 
we can see that Russia was right.”

Following the signing of the 
JCPOA in 2015 intended to lift 
unjust sanctions on Iran, the Islamic 
Republic fulfilled its commitments 
flawlessly as a responsible country, 
which was confirmed in 16 reports 

by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. However, after Donald 
Trump entered the White House, 
the sanctions that had been lifted 
under the JCPOA were reinstated 
unilaterally on May 8, 2018.

In 2018, Iran activated the dispute 
resolution mechanism within the 
framework of the Joint Commission 
of the JCPOA at the level of foreign 
ministers. As a result, the JCPOA 
parties issued a statement outlining 
11 commitments to compensate for 
the economic damages caused by 
the unilateral actions of the United 
States.

However, the unbalanced 
implementation of this agreement 
on one side and pressures 
resulting from the imposition 
and intensification of unilateral 
U.S. sanctions led Iran to halt the 
voluntary nuclear commitments 

step by step one year after the 
U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA, 
endorsed by UN Security Council 
Resolution 2231. 

On May 8, 2019, the Supreme 
National Security Council of Iran 
decided to take measures to cease 
the gradual implementation of 
nuclear commitments and gave a 
60-day opportunity for diplomacy.

Iran fulfilled all its commitments 
under this agreement for one 
year after the U.S. withdrawal 
from the JCPOA to give European 
countries time to compensate for 
Washington’s exit. However, since 
European countries did not fulfill 
their promises, Iran reduced its 
commitments under the JCPOA in 
several steps.

The Biden administration 
condemned the previous 
administration’s unilateral move to 

pull out of the JCPOA but followed 
the maximum pressure policy similar 
to that of Donald Trump.

Negotiations to resume the 
implementation of the JCPOA 
were held in eight rounds with 
representatives of the 4+1 group in 
Vienna. 

The U.S. delegation also indirectly 
participated in the talks. However, 
due to factors such as inconsistency 
in behavior, procrastination 
in decision-making, excessive 
demands, and presenting new 
requests by the U.S., the negotiations 
were stalled.

Iran has always stated its 
readiness to conclude a stable and 
reliable agreement that guarantees 
sanctions removal in a way that 
eliminates the subject as a leverage 
for future use against Iran.

TEHRAN - Iranian Interior 
Minister Ahmad Vahidi hosted a 
meeting with leaders of Hamas 
and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 
on late Monday.

Vahidi praised the Oct. 7 Al-Aqsa 
Storm Operation and its impact on 
the anti-Israel movement in the 
world.

Osama Hamdan, Hamas’ 
representative in Lebanon, and 
Ali Abu Shahin, who represents 
PIJ’s politburo in Iran, outlined 
the Al-Aqsa operation’s rationale, 
objectives, and achievements 
within the political and military 
landscape. Hamdan expressed 
gratitude for the unwavering 
support provided by the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, the 
government, and the people to the 
Palestinian people in Gaza.

Abu Shahin emphasized the 
crucial role played by other 
resistance groups, including PIJ, 
in the Al-Aqsa Storm Operation. 
He echoed Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
call for enhanced convergence, 
cooperation, and unity among 
resistance groups. 

Highlighting the sacrifices made 
by both Hamas and PIJ fighters, 

he noted that their shared blood 
cemented a stronger political and 
military alliance.

Minister Vahidi expressed deep 
appreciation for the resilience 
and resistance shown by the 
Palestinian people. 

He stated that at a time when 
some Islamic states sought to 
normalize relations with Israel, the 
Al-Aqsa Storm Operation served 
as a beacon of resistance, reviving 
the Palestinian cause on the global 
stage. 

The minister further declared 
that the operation shattered 
attempts at surrender and 
humiliation, exemplified by the 

relocation of certain embassies 
from Tel Aviv to al-Quds.

In mid-February, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
and Hamas’ political bureau chief 
Ismail Haniyeh discussed the 
latest developments surrounding 
the Israeli war in Gaza.

In the meeting, they exchanged 
views over a wide range of topics 
including the latest situation 
of the Gaza war in the political 
and operational fields, the need 
to stop the Zionist regime’s 
aggression and crimes against 
the people of Gaza and the West 
Bank, and the immediate sending 
of humanitarian aid to the people 

of Gaza.

On the third leg of a regional 
tour that was centered on ways 
to settle the crises and issues in 
Gaza.

Like the talks in Beirut and 
Damascus, the main topics of 
the Iranian foreign minister’s 
meetings with Qatari authorities 
focused on the developments in 
Palestine and ways to end the 
brutal Israeli onslaught against 
Gaza.

Iran’s top diplomat held talks 
with senior Qatari officials about 
a range of issues, including 
cooperation between Tehran and 
Doha.

During his sojourn to Lebanon, 
he held talks with certain 
resistance leaders, calling for an 
end to the onslaught on the Gaza 
Strip.

During a meeting with about 
15 officials from different 
Palestinian groups in the Syrian 
capital Damascus on Feb. 11, Iran’s 
foreign minister noted that the Tel 
Aviv regime would fall if the U.S. 
officials put a moratorium on all 
kinds of support.   

TEHRAN- Iran’s ambassador to the United 
Nations has vehemently dismissed claims 
levelled by the United States that Tehran has 
provided Yemen with all kinds of weaponry and 
arms. 

In a letter to the president of the UN Security 
Council on Monday, Amir Saeid Iravani said 
that Tehran has lived up to its commitments 
and continues to adhere to resolutions 2140 
(2014) and 2216 (2015) and has not carried out 
any activities contrary to these resolutions, 
including selling or transferring arms to Yemen.

Iravani also slammed the United States for 
disseminating false information to the Security 
Council and making baseless accusations 
against the Islamic Republic regarding the 
situation in Yemen and the Red Sea. 

He was responding to the unfounded claims 
of the U.S. envoy in a meeting of the Council held 
on February 14 under the agenda of the situation 
in West Asia. 

The full text of the letter is in the following:  

Further to our letter dated 15 January 2024 
(S/2024/64), I would like to respond to yet 
another baseless allegation made by the 
representative of the United States against my 

Country. During the recent session of the United 
Nations Security Council held on 14 February 
2024 under the agenda item of the situation 
in the Middle East (S/2024/9548), it is deeply 
regrettable that, once again, the representative 
of the United States has misused the Security 
Council platform to advance its short-sighted 
political agenda by spreading misinformation 
and baseless accusations against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran regarding the situation in 
Yemen and the Red Sea.

Iran categorically rejects these baseless 
allegations, viewing them as a pretext used by 
the United States to justify and legitimize its 
illegal actions and military aggression against 
Yemen. As reiterated in our letter dated 15 
January 2024, Iran remains committed to its 
adherence to Security Council Resolutions 2140 
(2014) and 2216 (2015) and has not engaged 
in any activities in contravention of these 
resolutions, including the sale or transfer of 
arms or weaponry systems. 

Moreover, Iran consistently advocates for 
the peaceful resolution of the Yemen crisis 
through diplomatic channels and underscores 
its dedication to maritime security and freedom 
of navigation.

Once again, Iran unequivocally condemns the 
US and UK’s military aggression and unlawful 
use of force in Yemen, which flagrantly violates 
Yemen’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
international law, the UN Charter, and relevant 
Security Council resolutions, posing a serious 
threat to regional peace and stability. The 
invocation of self-defense under Article 51 of 
the UN Charter by the US and the UK to justify 
their illegal actions is misleading and lacks 
legitimacy under international law.
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By Sadegh Feredounabadi
TEHRAN – With the Israeli 

regime bogged down in Gaza, 
Israeli and U.S. intelligence circles 
are busy plotting a new nuclear 
crisis with Iran that would dwarf 
the catastrophic humanitarian 
crisis currently unfolding in the 
Palestinian enclave.  

It’s been a relatively long time 
since Iran’s nuclear program last 
made global headlines. The last case 
of meaningful diplomacy between 
Tehran and Washington was when 
the two sides successfully struck a 
deal to swap prisoners and release 
Iran’s assets frozen in South 
Korean bank accounts. The deal 
was a sort of provisional détente 
aimed in part to keep the status 
quo and prevent an escalation. The 
surprising October 7 operation by 
the Palestinian resistance groups 
in the Gaza Strip and the ensuing 
atrocities by Israel seemed to 
have further shelved the already 
stagnant nuclear diplomacy.   

Now, things are changing again, 
but not in the direction of solving 
issues, rather to manufacture 
a new nuclear crisis whose 
ramifications are expected to make 
the whole Gaza drama look like a 
trivial matter.

While nothing new has happened 
in Iran’s nuclear activities, there is a 
growing tendency pushed by Israel 
to mount diplomatic pressure on 

Iran ahead of the next meeting of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency Board of Governors slated 
for March 6. 

The Tehran Times has obtained 
information showing that Israel, 
along with the U.S., is pushing 
for a new nuclear crisis, this time 
accusing Iran of enriching uranium 
at 90 percent, a weapon’s grade 
purity level.

By leveling such dangerous 
accusations against Tehran, 
they seek to generate a hostile 
atmosphere with the ultimate goal 
of censuring Iran at the IAEA Board 
of Governors meeting. 

Israel has reached out to the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
in this regard but the CIA has cast 
doubt on Israel’s plans for the new 
nuclear crisis, according to the 
information viewed by the Tehran 

Times. The CIA has said that it is not 
taking part in Israel’s endeavors. 

The CIA assessment fell on deaf 
ears in Tel Aviv, with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
personally insisting on the new 
nuclear venture. He replied that 
he would press ahead with the 
planned crisis through hype and 
would persuade the CIA at some 
point in the future, the Tehran 
Times has learned.

Having been stuck in the Gaza 
quagmire, Netanyahu feels 
increasingly isolated domestically 
and internationally given his 
catastrophic war on Gaza. The 
political damage from the Gaza war 
was such that even President Joe 
Biden, a self-proclaimed Zionist, 
has accused Bibi Netanyahu of 
prolonging the Gaza carnage to 
escape his political death.

The last case of Bibi-Biden 
differences was the Israeli attack 
on the densely populated area of 
Rafah, which further isolated Israel 
and escalated tensions with Egypt 
in an unprecedented way. 

While the kerfuffle over Rafah 
continues to plague Tel Aviv, 
Netanyahu came up with the 
idea of igniting a nuclear crisis 
with Iran, a scheme that aims to 
divert global attention away from 
Gaza and undermine the Biden 
administration by portraying it as 
weak and unable to take on Iran’s 
nuclear program.

Whether the Israeli regime 
succeeds in manufacturing a 
global crisis with Iran through 
machinations remains to be seen. 
Iran has so far refrained from any 
provocation and, most recently, 
even expressed hope that the 
now-defunct Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) will come 
back to life. Also, Iran has made 
preparations for the upcoming visit 
by the IAEA director general, Rafael 
Grossi, to Tehran, which is expected 
to address several issues of mutual 
interest. The planned escalation of 
tensions at the next meeting of the 
IAEA Board of Governors, however, 
may scuttle the ongoing efforts to 
solidify nuclear de-escalations. 

The Tehran Times has more 
details about such a conspiracy 
that will publish them if necessary.

Young generation 
to build Iran futsal 
future: Shirbeigi 
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s beach soccer 

forward Sara Shirbeigi says that Team Melli 
coaching staff have started to build a young 
team for the future.

Iran claimed the title of the 3rd edition of the 
CAFA Women’s Futsal Championship in mid-
February. 

Team Melli defeated Uzbekistan 5-1, 
Kyrgyzstan 11-0, Turkmenistan 9-0 and 
Tajikistan 9-0 in the competition held in 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan from Feb. 2 to 12.

“As you know, the team are turning into a 
young team and the coaching staff fielded the 
young players. We have won three successive 
times and it shows that there is a great 
difference between us and the Central Asian 
teams,” Shirbeigi told Tehran Times.

“We will participate in the first Women’s 
Futsal World Cup next year and the football 
federation should arrange several warm-ups 
for the national team,” she added.

“The level of the CAFA is not high but 
regarding that our team are turning into 
a young team, the tournament has been 
beneficial for us.

“In the third edition, the coaching staff 
tested the all players and I think it was very 
helpful for the future. More than 90 percent 
of the team has been changed and we need to 
play more warm-ups to identify our strengths 
and weaknesses,” Shirbeigi said.

Shirbeigi was selected as the best goalscorer 
of the tournament with 12 goals. 

“I think the accolade goes to all players of the 
team because they helped me to score goals,” 
Shirbeigi concluded.

 

Taheri joins Rubin 
Kazan
TEHRAN – Russian football club Rubin Kazan 

have completed the signing of Iranian 17-year-
old winger Kasra Taheri. 

Rubin have signed a 3-year contract with the 
Iranian striker Taheri. He has joined the Russian 
club as a free agent. He will wear No. 11 in Rubin, 
www.rubin-kazan.ru reported. 

Taheri was a player of Sepahan youth 
academy. 

He he spent two training camps with Rubin 
on trial in the winter.

Kasra Taheri represented Iran in the 2023 
FIFA U17 World Cup, where Iran lost to Morocco 
in Round of 16. 

FC Rubin Kazan are a Russian professional 
football club based in the city of Kazan. They 
play in the Russian Premier League. Founded 
in 1958, Rubin played their first-ever top 
flight season in 2003. They have remained 
there through the 2021–22 season, winning 
the Russian Premier League championship in 
2008 and 2009. 

After one season in the second tier, the club 
returned to the RPL for the 2023–24 season. 
The club also won the 2011–12 Russian Cup. The 
team play in the Ak Bars Arena.

Ghorbani on verge of 
joining Orenburg
TEHRAN – Sepahan football team midfielder 

Mohammad Ghorbani is on the verge of joining 
Russian football team Orenburg. 

Ghorbani is set to join Orenburg on a 3.5-
year contract. 

Sepahan will receive €1m for the 22yo Iranian.

FC Orenburg, who sealed promotion to 
the Russian Premier League in 2022–23 
season, sits 14th in the RPL 16-team table.

Al-Naqbi to officiate 
Al Hilal, Sepahan
TEHRAN – Emirati referee Adel Al-Naqbi has 

been chosen to officiate the match between Al 
Hilal of Saudi Arabia and Iran’s Sepahan. 

The match will be held in Riyadh’s Kingdom 
Arena on Thursday.

Sepahan lost to Al Hilal 3-1 in the first leg of 
the 2023-24 AFC Champions League.

Al-Naqbi, 42, is a FIFA international referee 
since 2016. 

Iran to face UAE at 
2024 FIFA Beach 
Soccer World Cup 
QF 
TEHRAN - Iran will face United Arab 

Emirates in the quarterfinals after both 
concluded their FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup 
UAE 2024 Dubai group campaigns with wins 
on Monday.

Iran came from behind to beat Tahiti 5-3 to 
finish top of Group B while the UAE defeated 
Italy 3-1 on penalties after a goalless draw in 
their Group A tie. 

The hosts, however, finished second behind 
the European side on goal difference and will 
play Iran on Thursday. 

Iran fought back in dramatic fashion to 
defeat Tahiti 5-3 in a thrilling Group B contest.

The match burst into life in the second 
period with Tahiti taking the lead through 
Tearil Labaste and they looked to be well on 
course for the win when Roonui Tinirauarii 
doubled their advantage. 

Iran, however, pulled one back just before 
the end of the second period through 
goalkeeper Hamid Behzadpuor and drew level 
through Seyed Mirjalili four minutes into the 
third period. 

Behzadpuor nudged Iran ahead three 
minutes later with a Teaonui Tehau 
own goal further strengthening their 
advantage.

Patrick Tepa reduced the deficit for Tahiti 
but Mohammad Mokhtari made sure of the 
win with less than 90 seconds on the clock 
as Iran finished on seven points, one ahead of 
their defeated opponents. 

Goalkeeper 
Behzadpour named 
Player of Match 
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Tahiti 5-3 to book 

a place in the 2024 FIFA Beach Soccer World 
Cup quarterfinals and Team Melli goalkeeper 
Hamid Behzadpour was selected as the Player 
of the Match. 

Behzadpour scored two goals in the match, 
held at the Dubai Design District Stadium.

Seyed Mirjalili, Teaonui Tehau (own goal) 
and Mohammad Mokhtari scored three goals 
as well.

Iran is scheduled to meet the UAE in the 
quarterfinals on Thursday.

Azmoun wants to 
remain at Roma on 
permanent basis
TEHRAN - Iranian attacker Sardar Azmoun 

seems to have impressed Roma and its fans 
with his attitude and sense of sacrifice for the 
team.

Following the team’s win over Frosinone – in 
which Azmoun scored the Giallorossi’s second 
goal of the night in a performance that saw 
him lead the attacking line from the start – 
Roma are reportedly keen on rediscussing the 
terms of Azmoun’s loan.

According to Corriere dello Sport, Azmoun 
wants to remain at Roma beyond his current 
loan spell and will do anything he can to 
convince his entourage to reach an agreement 
with his parent club, Bayer Leverkusen.

Roma, on the other hand, have an option 
to make Azmoun’s deal permanent for €12.5 
million.

The capital club, however, are hoping to 
renegotiate this fee at the end of the season 
as Bayer Leverkusen have made it clear that 
Azmoun is not included in their long-term 
plans.
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     From Page 1    Addressing the delivery of 
Karrar tanks to Iranian ground forces, Talaei-
Nik assured that production and delivery are in 
accordance with the armed forces’ needs and 
annual requirements, without any constraints.

He added, “In the drone domain, the ministry 
is engaged in manufacturing and designing 
various products. The unveiling schedule is 
subject to different considerations, and positive 
outcomes have emerged from combining drone 

capabilities with missile and defense systems, 
though specific details are constrained due to 
undisclosed limitations.” 

In terms of drone exports to Sudan, the 
Defense Ministry spokesman emphasized strict 
adherence to international regulations, ensuring 
that export aligns with protective considerations.

On the topic of missile range, Talaei-Nik 
explained that the range of Iranian missiles is 
proportionate to potential threats. “While a two-
thousand-kilometer range is currently defined, 
there exists technical capability for further 
expansion,” he stated.

“Yemeni Resistance uses its own weapons”

Regarding claims about the Iranian origin of 
Yemeni Resistance groups’ weapons, Talaei-Nik 
underscored the indigenous nature of Yemeni 
capabilities, dismissing allegations as a pretext 
by some Western countries. He suggested 
that such claims aim to undermine Yemen’s 

achievements. 

“Iran, Russia military cooperation has been 
ongoing even before Ukraine conflict”

Clarifying military cooperation between Iran 
and Russia, the spokesman noted historical 
collaboration in both defense and non-defense 
realms. 

Talaei-Nik emphasized that the military 
cooperation between Iran and Russia is not 
related to the ongoing Ukraine conflict.

“Despite regional developments, including the 
Ukraine war, there has been no impact on defense 
relations with Russia. Iran has consistently 
expressed readiness to assist in resolving the 
Ukraine conflict,” he stated.

Iranian military experts and engineers 
have made remarkable breakthroughs in 
manufacturing a broad range of indigenous 
equipment in recent years, contributing to the 
armed forces’ self-sufficiency.

TEHRAN- During an interview 
with FRANCE 24 on Monday, Saudi 
Arabia’s foreign minister stated, 
“I don’t believe that the Iranians 
want a broader war.”

Prince Faisal bin Farhan al-
Saud also said that his country 
was “concerned” about a regional 
war, adding that the longer the 
conflict in Gaza rages, the more 
danger there is for miscalculation 
and the more danger there is for 
escalation.

Speaking at the Munich Security 
Conference (MSC), Bin Farhan 
described “the level of civilian 
death and destruction” in Gaza as 
“unimaginable.”

“We already have a humanitarian 
catastrophe on our hands,” the top 
Saudi diplomat noted.

He added that the potential 
prospect of Israeli military 
operations in Rafah – the last 
safe haven in the south without 
any clear mechanisms to protect 

the civilians – is completely 
unacceptable.

“We have said from the 
beginning that we need a 
ceasefire, and we need a ceasefire 
now more than ever,” he noted.

In the end, the Saudi foreign 
minister voiced his government’s 
support for a peace deal between 
opposition sides in Yemen, saying 
the deal is “close”, and that Riyadh 
“would support” it.

The MSC claimed to be a 
significant meeting for the 
security policy community, 
boasting over 900 participants, 
including 50 heads of state and 
government, 100 ministers, and 
various representatives.

But, the event organizers failed 
to invite all stakeholders of global 
security.

Spanning from February 16 to 18, 
the MSC 2024 purportedly focused 
on global issues like Iran, the 
Gaza war, and Ukraine. Adopting 

the motto of “Lose-Lose?”, the 
conference was aimed to center 
around geopolitical tensions and 
economic uncertainty, framing 
it as a consequence of world 
governments abandoning global 
cooperation.

However, beneath its veneer 
of addressing security concerns, 
the MSC displayed a perplexing 
paradox, succumbing to a real loss 
when acknowledging pressing 
global issues, particularly the Gaza 
war. Rather than contributing to 
stability, the conference seemed 
to inadvertently exacerbate the 
situation by providing a stage 
for Israel to amplify its victim 
narrative and advocate for the 
continuation of the conflict.

Iran, a significant player in West 
Asia, was conspicuously absent 
from the conference, a decision 
possibly influenced by Israel’s 
lobbying and uncalculated moves 
by the conference founders. This 
exclusion left a substantial gap 

in the dialogue, considering Iran’s 
involvement in crucial geopolitical 
matters. The Munich Security 
Conference’s failure to include 
Iran casts doubts on its claims 
of inclusivity and willingness to 
engage with diverse viewpoints.

  
This exclusion became more 

perplexing considering the 
surprising presence of infamous 
members of the Iranian diaspora 
as one-sided representatives who 
have shown, in multiple occasions, 
to be completely anti-Iran. 

In light of these complexities, 
the MSC should consider 
reassessing its selection criteria 
for participants, ensuring that 
key regional actors are included 
to provide a more holistic 
understanding of the geopolitical 
landscape. Furthermore, fostering 
an environment that encourages 
open and inclusive dialogue will 
be crucial in promoting genuine 
security and stability. 

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian exchanged views with his 
Malaysian counterpart Mohamad Hasan on 
bilateral, regional and international matters 
during a phone call on Monday. 

Amir Abdollahian expressed readiness in 
the phone conversation to enhance bilateral 
relations in the fields of technology, scientific, 
cultural, industrial, and commercial areas, as 
well as discussions on various topics related to 
the Islamic world, especially Palestine.

He also proposed holding an extraordinary 
meeting of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) and expressed willingness 
to actively participate in the meeting with his 
Malaysian counterpart, expressing hope that 
such a meeting would be an effective step 
towards ending genocide and the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza on the eve of the blessed month 
of Ramadan.

Malaysian counterpart, for his part, 
welcomed the proposal for an extraordinary 
meeting of the foreign ministers of Islamic 

countries, stating that Malaysia is determined 
to push for a ceasefire and appreciated the 
Iranian efforts in this regard.

“Malaysia is determined to help establish a 
ceasefire and stop conflicts and appreciates 
the efforts of the Islamic Republic of Iran in this 
regard,” Hasan stated. 

The foreign ministers of both countries also 
discussed strengthening trade agreements 
and planning for high-level officials’ visits to 
Tehran and Malaysia.

Warships weighing 10,000 tons under construction in Iran

‘I don’t believe the Iranians want a broader war’: Saudi FM 

Tehran, Kuala Lumpur hold talks on pressing issues

“90% enrichment show” 
directed by Israel



TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main 
index of the Tehran Stock 
Exchange (TSE), rose 731 points 
(0.04 percent) to 2,071,506 on 
Tuesday, which is the fourth day of 
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of 
the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
and the most important one. 
The other three ones are 
Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB). 

The head of Iran’s Securities 
and Exchange Organization (SEO) 
mentioned the measures taken 
by this organization in the past 
Iranian calendar year 1401 (which 
ended on March 20, 2023) and 
explained the priorities and key 
plans of the SEO in 1402.

In a message on the occasion of 
the New Year, Majid Eshqi wrote:

In 1401, one of the main 
goals of SEO was to protect the 
rights of investors and restore 
their confidence in the capital 
market. In this regard, various 
programs were targeted and 
implemented: (1) Development 
and improvement of intelligent 
monitoring systems in market 
sectors and financial institutions, 
(2) Payment of interest through 
the comprehensive customer 
information system of Sejam, 
including annual and annual 
profits, so that small shareholders 
can ensure that they receive 
their profits at the lowest cost, 
(3) Launching new investment 
instruments, including certificates 
of deposit of gold bullion, crude 
oil and gas condensate, so that 

small shareholders can invest 
in basic and relatively inflation-
proof assets in small amounts, 
(4) Diversification of investment 
funds to cover the tastes and 
needs of a wider range of retail 
investors, (5) A jump in the 
licensing of financial institutions 
with the aim of improving 
the competitive environment 
and increasing the quality of 
customer service, (6) Building 
trust through the promotion of 
the Capital Market Stabilization 
Fund’s status and introducing 
the shareholder portfolio 
insurance plan for retail investors, 
(7) Improving market micro-
structures such as increasing the 
range of volatility with the aim 
of smoothing the market flow, 
and (8) Issuing new guidelines 
for corporate governance in 
order to protect the rights of 
shareholders by publishers. Today, 
we can say with pleasure that 
the trust of small shareholders 
has been significantly restored 
as a fundamental step towards 
popularizing the economy.

In addition to the above actions, 
the Securities and Exchange 
Organization has always tried to 
lay the ground for the continuation 
of sustainable growth and increase 
the efficiency of the capital 
market by carrying out structural 
reforms, and in this regard, five 
key programs are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment 
development: In the past year, 
a good amount of diversity was 
created in indirect investment 
instruments, especially 
investment funds, and we continue 
to focus on deepening these new 
and efficient instruments and 

promoting them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for 
transparent and diverse financing: 
By defining technical and legal 
infrastructures to facilitate micro 
and macro financing by the private 
and non-governmental sectors, a 
new chapter of financing projects 
and businesses was established, 
and the government was able to 
implement its plan to transfer 
the shares of companies along 
with the transfer of operational 
management without harming the 
capital market. The initial offering 
of shares of businesses based 
on new technologies was also a 
big step towards the financing 
of knowledge-based companies, 
which will be followed seriously in 
the current year in a higher volume 
and of course according to the 
market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and 
monitoring: The organization’s 
new approach to smart and 
preventive monitoring, along with 
the launch of systems for speeding 
up the handling of complaints, 
promises a new move that will 
greatly help to reduce violations 
in this market by formulating 
the necessary regulations in the 
amendment of the stock market 
law.

4- Revision of the regulatory 
infrastructure: Due to the 
necessity of implementing 
professional and uncomplicated 
principles and rules in the 
direction of the sustainable 
development of the capital market, 
in addition to the measures 
taken in order to amend the 
corporate governance guidelines 
for publishers and the guidelines 

for identifying and reporting the 
confidential information holders 
in the organization, some reforms, 
which need the changes in the 
stock market law, have also been 
considered in cooperation with 
the legislator, which will definitely 
ensure the long-term interests of 
the capital market.

5- Derivative market 
development: Some basic 
measures in the field of capital 
market infrastructure and also in 
the field of designing derivative 
instruments with the aim of 
making the market two-way 
and providing risk management 
instruments for market 
participants were implemented in 
the past year, and therefore there 
is full readiness and determination 
to make these efforts come to 
fruition with the introduction 
of new derivative instruments, 
especially in the stock market, 
from the beginning of this year.

In 1402, while pursuing the 
aforementioned long-term plans, 
the Securities and Exchange 
Organization intends to provide 
the basis for the double growth and 
prosperity of the capital market 
by facilitating the establishment 
of project public companies, 
activating the capacity of credit 
rating companies, especially in line 
with the development of the bond 
market and fixed income funds, 
and generating government 
assets through the real estate 
board, capacity building for the 
issuance of debt securities that 
can be converted into shares, the 
introduction of various commodity 
funds, and finally the development 
of the online verification platform 
of assets.

TEHRAN – Iran’s 21st “National Production, 
National Pride” festival was held by the Iran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in collaboration 
with the Iranian Industry, Mining, and Trade 
House on Monday during which 50 production 
companies were honored, IRIB reported.

The ceremony was attended by senior 
officials from the Industry, Mining, and Trade 
Ministry, members of the Iranian Industry, 
Mining and Trade House, and a handful of the 
country’s businessmen and entrepreneurs.

Speaking at the event, Arman Khaleghi, 
the deputy secretary-general of the Iranian 
House of Industry, Mine and Trade said the 
most important goal of this annual festival 
is to create two-way interaction between the 
private and public sectors in the country.

He mentioned the non-competitiveness 
of the market in some sectors, the lack of 
continuous communication with international 
markets, and the lack of liquidity as the 
most important challenges of the country’s 
industrial sector.

TEHRAN – Iranian Transport and Urban 
Development Ministry has announced that 
16 major airport development and aviation 
projects worth over €23.8 million are going 
to be inaugurated by the end of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 19).

As IRNA reported, some 8.68 trillion rials 
(about €17.3 million) of domestic investment 

and €6.5 million of foreign investment has 
been spent to complete the mentioned 
projects.

The said projects are going to be mainly in 
the fields of terminal development, as well as 
purchase and installation of equipment in the 
country’s airports.

Since the beginning of the current 
government administration (2021) over 
37 new airplanes have been added to 
the country’s aviation fleet and several 
development projects have been carried out 
in the country’s airports.

The new terminal of Kish International 
Airport with an area of 4000 square meters 
and the beginning of the executive operation 
of phase 2 of Imam Khomeini Airport (RA) are 
among the major projects carried out over 
the past two years.

TEHRAN- Production of iron ore pellet 
in Iran rose by 7.7 percent during the first 
ten months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21, 2023-January 20, 2024), as 
compared to the same period of time in the 
past year, according to the data released 

by the Iranian Steel Producers Association 
(ISPA).

The ISPA put the iron ore pellet output at 
48.853 million tons in the first ten months 
of this year, and at 45.375 million tons in the 
first ten months of the previous year.

TEHRAN – Iran’s capital Tehran is hosting 
the eighth meeting of the investment working 
group of the member countries of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), an 
official with the Organization for Investment 
Economic and Technical Assistance of Iran 
announced.

According to Mostafa Pak-Baten, all nine 
SCO member countries namely Russia, China, 
India, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran will participate in this working 
group, IRNA reported.

In this meeting, investment programs 
among the member countries of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization will be discussed 
and finalized based on the SCO economic 
development strategy until 2030, the official 
said.

The regulations of the Investment Working 
Group of the member countries of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization will also 
be finalized in this meeting, he added.

The inauguration ceremony of the SCO 
investment working group three-day meeting 
was held in Tehran on Tuesday.

The seventh meeting of the mentioned 
working group was held in Tajikistan in 2017.

As recently announced by the spokesman 
of the International Relations and Trade 

Development Committee of Iran’s House of 
Industry, Mining, and Trade, Iran’s 10-month 
trade with the members of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization has increased by 
41 percent in terms of weight and 5.5 percent 
in value compared to figures reported in last 
year’s corresponding period.

According to Ruhollah Latifi, Iran has 
exchanged some 64.3 million tons of non-oil 
products valued at $37.1 billion with the SCO 
member states in the first 10 months of the 
current Iranian year (March 21, 2023-January 
20, 2024). 

During the mentioned period, Iran exported 
54.5 million tons of goods worth $18 billion 
to the SCO members, registering a slight 1.0 
percent rise year-on-year.

Latifi noted that Iran’s exports to the bloc 
accounted for 48.2 percent of the weight and 
44.4 percent of the value of the country’s total 
exports in the said 10 months.  

China, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 
Russia were the top five destinations for 
Iranian export products in the mentioned 
period, followed by Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Belarus, and 
Mongolia.

Iran also imported 9.7 million tons of 
products at a value of $19.1 billion from SCO 
in the said timespan, registering 17.9 and 10.5 
percent rises in weight and value, respectively.

He highlighted that the imports from SCO 
members accounted for 29.7 percent of the 
weight and 35.2 percent of the value of Iran’s 
total imports in the period under review.

China, India, Russia, Pakistan, and 
Uzbekistan were the first five countries 
supplying the goods needed by Iran in the first 
10 months of the current year.

Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Belarus, 
Afghanistan, Mongolia, and Kyrgyzstan were 
also among the top exporters to Iran.

By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN- Iran shares land or 

water borders with 15 countries 
namely UAE, Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Oman, 
Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, and Saudi Arabia.

Expanding trade with the 
neighboring countries is one of 
the major plans that the Iranian 
government has been pursuing in 
recent years.

Among Iran’s neighbors, 
Pakistan is one of the countries 
with which Iran’s trade has 
increased in the past year.

As announced by the Pakistan’s 
Ministry of Commerce, the value 
of Iran’s exports to Pakistan 
increased by 13 percent in 2023 
as compared to 2022. 

The data released by the 
Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce 
indicate that Iran exported non-
oil commodities worth $944 
million to its neighbor Pakistan 
in the past year, while the figure 
stood at $834 million in 2022.

Iran imported commodities 
valued at $155 million from 
Pakistan during the mentioned 
year, $134 million more than the 
figure for 2022.

Also, the latest report by the 
International Relations and Trade 
Development Committee of Iran’s 
House of Industry, Mining and 
Trade indicates that Iran has 

exported commodities worth 
$1.7 billion to Pakistan during the 
first ten months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 
2023-January 20, 2024). 

Ruhollah Latifi, the spokesman 
of the International Relations and 
Trade Development Committee of 
Iran’s House of Industry, Mining 
and Trade, said that among Iran’s 
neighbors, Pakistan was the 
fourth top destination of Iranian 
products in the 10-month period.

The official also announced 
that exporting products worth 
$527 million to Iran, Pakistan 
stood at the fifth place among 
the neighboring countries, that 
supplied goods to Iran in the first 
10 months of the present year.

As previously reported, Iran’s 
non-oil exports to Pakistan 
increased by 18 percent in the 
previous Iranian calendar year 
14001 (ended on March 20, 2023).

Pakistan was Iran’s fifth largest 
export market in the previous 
Iranian year, importing non-oil 
products worth $1.488 billion 
from Iran.

Iran imported non-oil goods 
worth $842 million from Pakistan 
last year, up 170 percent from the 
previous year.

The intertwining of economic, 
security, and transit relations 
between Iran and Pakistan 
has made the relations of 
the two countries beyond the 
neighborhood and turned them 
into strategic partners with 
common interests at the regional 
level.

Having more than 900 
kilometers of joint border can lead 
to closer and more cooperation 
between the two countries in 
areas such as transit corridors 
and bilateral trade.

Iran and Pakistan signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) in mid-January 2023 to 
facilitate bilateral trade between 
the two countries.

The MOU was signed by the 
former Head of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO) 
Alireza Peyman-Pak and the 
Head of the Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) 
Muhammad Zubair Motiwala.

Based on the MOU, which was 
signed on the sidelines of Iran’s 
Exclusive Exhibition in Karachi, 
the parties pledged to exchange 
business information, support 
each other’s private sectors, 
and provide the conditions and 
context for the presence of their 
trade delegations in the other 
country.

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Peyman-Pak said that 
signing this MOU was indicative 
of the two sides’ determination to 
remove the obstacles in the way 
of bilateral trade and prepare the 
ground for the businesspersons 
of both sides to bolster 
cooperation.

He considered the holding of 
exclusive exhibitions, exchanging 
trade delegations, and investment 
in joint production units as 
positive steps for knowing the 
capacities and needs of the two 
countries and expressed hope 
that such events would continue.

TEHRAN – Some 34 development projects 
with an investment of 30.6 trillion rials (about 
€61 million) and €9.5 million are going to go 
operational in Iran’s ports by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 19).

According to the Iranian Transport and 
Urban Development Ministry, the mentioned 
projects are mainly focused on the expansion 
and modernizing of the equipment of the 
country’s commercial ports, IRNA reported.

In mid-November last year, Ali-Akbar 
Safaei, the head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization (PMO) said that the PMO was 
going to attract 1.0 quadrillion rials (about 
$1.968 billion) of investment in the country’s 
ports to develop the maritime economy.

In a televised interview Safaei said that 

470 trillion rials (about $924 million) of the 
mentioned figure is going to be invested by 
the private sector and the rest will be supplied 
by PMO.

According to the official, private contractors 
had so far signed deals worth 60 trillion rials 
(about $118 million) with PMO to implement 
development projects in the country’s ports.

“In order to realize the general development 
policies of the maritime sector, we need 
an integrated, coordinated, and agile 
management at the highest level,” Safaei said.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral 
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports 
as the major gates of exports and imports 
play a significant role in this battle. This role 
makes all-out support to ports and more 

development of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government 
to define projects for more development 
of the ports and also take some measures 
to encourage investment making in ports, 
in addition to facilitating the loading 
and unloading of goods, especially basic 
commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and 
Maritime Organization has defined a high 
number of projects to develop and improve 
the country’s ports, as the country aims to 
double the capacity of its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of the 
country’s ports has increased from 180 million 
tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended 
in March 2014) to 250 million tons.
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TEDPIX rises 731 points on Tuesday

Iran’s top 50 production  
companies honored

Major airport development, aviation 
projects to go operational

Iron ore pellet production up 7.7% in 10 
months on year

Tehran hosting SCO investment 
working group meeting

Development projects worth over €70m to be 
inaugurated in ports by late March

Iran-Pakistan trade up



U.S. faces biggest naval battle since “World War II” 

“Scholz is betting everything on Biden’s re-election”

White House proposes Gaza ceasefire resolution 
INTERNATIONAL
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Hamas demands 
international probe 
into Israel’s abuse 
of Palestinian 
women 
The Palestinian Hamas resistance movement 

has demanded an international investigation into 
reports that Israeli forces have “arbitrarily detained, 
sexually abused, and executed Palestinian women 
and girls in the Gaza Strip”, Anadolu News Agency 
reported. 

On Monday, seven independent UN rights 
experts also called for an independent probe into 
Israeli abuses against Palestinian women and girls, 
including killings, rapes and sexual assault.

In a statement issued on the Hamas telegram 
channel, it said that the call by the UN experts 
is “additional evidence of the crime of genocide 
and ethnic cleansing committed by the [Israeli] 
occupation led by the war criminal [Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu and his Nazi army 
against our Palestinian people.”

Hamas pointed out that, “The violations that 
Palestinian women are exposed to by the [Israeli] 
occupation army, such as executions, arbitrary 
arrests, severe beatings and deprivation of food and 
medicine during detention, in addition to the threats 
of rape and insults during interrogation, require the 
opening of an international investigation to hold this 
rogue entity and its leaders accountable for their 
brutal crimes.”

The movement called for the UN report to be 
included in the genocide case filed against Israel 
before the International Court of Justice.

Israel ‘apartheid’ 
against 
Palestinians worse 
than in South Africa
Israel is applying an extreme version of apartheid 

in the Palestinian territories than experienced in 
South Africa before 1994, South Africa’s ambassador 
to the Netherlands said. 

“We as South Africans sense, see, hear and feel 
to our core the inhumane discriminatory policies 
and practices of the Israeli regime as an even 
more extreme form of the apartheid that was 
institutionalized against Black people in my country,” 
Vusimuzi Madonsela told the ICJ, Al Jazeera wrote. 

“It is clear that Israel’s illegal occupation is 
also being administered in breach of the crime 
of apartheid… It is indistinguishable from settler 
colonialism. Israel’s apartheid must end.”

UN: Children’s lives 
threatened by 
rising malnutrition 
in the Gaza Strip
A steep rise in malnutrition among children and 

pregnant and breastfeeding women in the Gaza strip 
poses grave threats to their health, according to a 
comprehensive new analysis released by the Global 
Nutrition Cluster.

Amid Israel’s war on Gaza, food and safe water 
have become incredibly scarce and diseases are 
rife, compromising women and children’s nutrition 
and immunity and resulting in a surge of acute 
malnutrition, unicef.org wrote. 

The report – Nutrition Vulnerability and 
Situation Analysis- Gaza – finds that the situation 
is particularly extreme in the Northern Gaza Strip, 
which has been almost completely cut off from 
aid for weeks. Nutrition screenings conducted at 
shelters and health centers in the north found that 
15.6 percent - or 1 in 6 children under 2 years of 
age - are acutely malnourished. Of these, almost 3 
percent suffer from severe wasting, the most life-
threatening form of malnutrition, which puts young 
children at highest risk of medical complications and 
death unless they receive urgent treatment. 

“The Gaza Strip is poised to witness an explosion in 
preventable child deaths which would compound the 
already unbearable level of child deaths in Gaza,” said 
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director for Humanitarian 
Action and Supply Operations, Ted Chaiban. 

Education 
Ministry: Over 
5,000 Palestinian 
students killed 
since Oct. 7
The Palestinian Ministry of Education said that 

5,260 Palestinian students have been killed and 
8,985 injured since the start of the Israeli aggression 
on October 7 in Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

The ministry said in a statement, that the number 
of students who have been in the Gaza Strip since 
the beginning of the aggression reached to 5,213, 
and those who have been injured reached 8,691, 
while in the West Bank, 47 students were killed and 
294 others were injured, in addition to 94 arrests, 
WAFA reported. 

It indicated that 251 teachers and administrators 
were killed and 846 were injured in the Gaza Strip, 
six were injured, and more than 73 were detained in 
the West Bank.

Further, the ministry said that 286 public schools 
and 65 affiliated with the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Refugees (UNRWA) were bombed 
and vandalized in the Gaza Strip, which led to 111 of 
them being severely damaged and 40 completely 
destroyed. Also, 57 schools in the West Bank were 
stormed and vandalized.

Yemen warns 
Europe not to ‘play 
with fire’
A top-ranking Yemeni official has warned the 

European Union against “playing with fire” after the 
27-member bloc launched a naval military mission in 
the Red Sea.

Mohammad Ali al-Houthi, who is a member 
of Yemen’s Supreme Political Council, made the 
remarks on Tuesday after an attack by Yemeni armed 
forces sank the UK-registered Rubymar cargo in the 
Gulf of Aden, Press TV reported. 

“To the Europeans: do not play with fire and learn 
a lesson from Britain. You need not support the 
American devil in protecting the Israeli regime so 
that it can exterminate the people of Gaza with no 
disturbance,” he said in an X post.

It followed an announcement of the official launch 
of the EU naval operation called Aspides (“shield” in 
ancient Greek) amid Yemen’s maritime campaign in 
solidarity with the Palestinians in the Gaza strip.

With a mandate set initially for one year, the 
mission will send European warships and airborne 
early warning systems to the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden and surrounding waters.

Julian Assange 
makes last-ditch 
attempt in UK 
court to avoid 
extradition to U.S. 
Julian Assange’s legal team returned to London’s 

High Court on Tuesday to fight for what could 
become his final attempt at avoiding extradition to 
the United States, where he is facing life in prison if 
convicted on espionage charges.

After a years-long battle, the 52-year-old 
WikiLeaks founder is down to his only remaining 
legal avenue in the British justice system and now 
just two UK High Court judges stand between him 
and a possible flight across the Atlantic, CNN wrote. 

The two-day hearing will examine whether the 
embattled Australian should be granted leave to 
appeal a 2022 extradition decision made by former 
UK Home Secretary Priti Patel. If the court’s decision 
goes against Assange, he must be extradited within 
28 days. 

Assange is wanted by U.S. authorities on 18 
criminal charges relating to his organization’s 
dissemination of classified material and diplomatic 
cables in 2010 and 2011.

Each of those counts carries a potential sentence 
of 10 years, meaning that if convicted, Assange could 
be sentenced to up to 175 years in prison.

From page 1   On Monday, 
reports suggested that the Biden 
administration has proposed a 
draft resolution to the United 
Nations Security Council calling for 
a temporary ceasefire in Gaza. 

The proposed draft has also 
warned against an Israeli ground 
incursion into the southern city 
of Rafah, where more than half of 
Gaza’s 2.3 million population has 
fled over the past months. 

Although it does not call for 
an immediate and lasting truce, 
this is the first time the Biden 
administration is proposing the 
word “ceasefire” since the Gaza war 
broke out. 

Over the past months, the White 
House had repeatedly resisted calls 
for a “ceasefire,” emphasizing what 
it claims is Israel’s right to defend 
itself following Hamas’ military 
operation in southern Israel on 
October 7. 

The Biden administration has also 
voted against at least two Security 
Council resolutions on the Gaza 
war which called for establishing a 
permanent ceasefire. 	

Undoubtedly, the draft resolution 

is not a change in the United States’ 
strategy towards Israel. It is rather a 
change in language. 

Biden is facing intense heat at 
home over his administration’s 
backing of Israel.

Massive pro-Palestinian protests 
have swept major cities in the 
United States over the past months. 

The White House is ramping 
up efforts to deal with domestic 
backlash to its support for Israel’s 
genocidal war on Gaza.  It is also 
attempting to mend ties with 
Arab and Muslim American voters 
that can have an important role 

in deciding whether Biden will 
win a second term in office in the 
November presidential election. 

Polls show a staggering drop in 
the percentage of Arab and Muslim 
Americans willing to vote for Biden.

Likewise, young Americans are 
also unhappy with Biden’s approach 
towards Israel.  Surveys indicate 
that more than two-thirds of voters 
aged 18 to 34 disapprove of Biden’s 
handling of the war. 

This could spell trouble for the 
81-year-old president, who can’t 
afford to lose any coalition of voters 
if he wants to win reelection. 

Moreover, Biden is also facing 
increasingly vocal opposition from 
the progressive wing of his own 
party on what they suggest is the 
president’s bias toward Israel and 
against Palestinians.

On the international stage, 
anti-American sentiment has also 
been on the rise. The U.S. has been 
accused of complicity in the Israeli 
genocide in regular protests that 
have been held across the world 
since October. 

European countries such as 
Britain, France and Germany, which 
are also Israel’s major supporters, 
have made critical remarks about 
the Netanyahu regime. 

But neither the U.S. nor the trio 
are willing to take tough measures 
against Israel including halting 
military support or imposing 
sanctions to force it to stop the 
Gaza war. 

Western countries’ criticism of 
Israel is just a  publicity stunt to 
divert global attention from their 
complicity in Israel’s massacre of 
the Palestinian people. 

From page 1   “Operations in the Red and 
Arabian seas will continue until the Israeli 
aggression ends and blockade on Gaza is lifted,” 
Sare’e added. 

It is not the first time that Ansarullah forces 
have shot down the modern U.S. military MQ-9 
Reaper aircraft. 

On November 8, 2023 the Yemeni Air Force 
downed the $30 million American UAV for 
the first time outside Yemeni land as it was 
conducting hostile actions and surveillance in 
Yemeni regional waters, as part of Washington’s 
efforts to protect the Israeli regime. 

In an interview on CBS’s ’60 Minutes’, U.S. Navy 
Vice Admiral Brad Cooper admitted that the 
military engagement against the Yemeni armed 
forces in the Red Sea constitutes one of the 
most significant naval battles that the U.S. has 
encountered in many decades. 

“I think you’d have to go back to World War 
II where you have ships who are engaged in 

combat,” Cooper told the host on Sunday before 
adding, “When I say engaged in combat, where 
they’re getting shot at, we’re getting shot at, and 
we’re shooting back.” 

Cooper, the deputy commander of the U.S. 
Central Command revealed to the broadcaster 
that approximately 7,000 sailors from the U.S. 
Navy have been deployed to the Red Sea. 

Since mid-November, Yemeni armed forces 
have blocked the Red and Arabian seas in the 
face of Israeli vessels as well as vessels bound to 
Israeli ports, in support of the Resistance in the 
Gaza Strip and Palestinian civilians in the enclave. 

The Sanaa government’s Supreme Political 
Council reiterated the steadfast stance of the 
Yemeni forces, pledging not to relent until the 
Israeli war on Gaza ceases, the blockade is lifted, 
and essential supplies are allowed to enter. 

The council also emphasized the government’s 
commitment to intensify operations in the 
waters off Yemen against “hostile nations”. 

The United States and Britain have been 
conducting a series of ongoing attacks against 
Yemeni sites in response to Ansarullah’s 
maritime ban on Israeli vessels transiting the Red 
Sea or ships affiliated with the regime docking at 
the occupied Palestinian territories. 

The attacks by the American and British 
militaries have failed to deter Yemen, which has 
expanded its operations to include American-
British vessels and warships deployed near the 
country. 

Senior Ansarullah leader Mahdi al-Mashat 
signed a decree on Tuesday that officially 
designates the United States and the United 
Kingdom as “level One on the Classification of 
States, Entities, and Individuals Hostile to Yemen.” 

The decree read: “They are deemed supporting, 
protecting, and sponsoring states of the Zionist 
entity and participants in the genocidal crimes 
perpetrated by the Zionist entity against the 
Palestinian people.”

In a commentary on Feb. 16, 
Spiegle International analyzed 
the threats faced by the Western 
world as Donald Trump, who has 
a high chance of grabbing power 
in the White House, said on Feb. 11 
that he would encourage Russia to 
do “whatever the hell they want” to 
any NATO member country that 
doesn’t meet spending guidelines 
on defense.

Following is the text of the 
analysis titled “Trump’s NATO 
comments trigger defense debate 
in Europe”:

You certainly can’t accuse 
Donald Trump of keeping his 
antipathy for NATO a secret. 
Even before he was sworn in as 
president of the United States in 
January 2017, he called the trans-
Atlantic alliance “obsolete.” When 
then-German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel visited him in Washington 
for the first time that March, 
Trump reportedly opened their 
meeting by saying: “Angela, you 
owe me $1 trillion.”

The sum was the product of 
a calculation made by Trump’s 
chief strategist at the time, 
Steve Bannon, and was rooted in 
Germany’s failure over the years 
to invest 2 percent of its economic 
output in its military, as NATO 
member states agreed to do in 
2014.

NATO, of course, is not a 
collection agency. It is an alliance 
rooted in an existential promise as 
outlined in Article 5 of the North 
Atlantic Treaty: An attack on any 
single NATO member state is an 
attack on all. This codified pledge 
of support is the beating heart of 
NATO. In the most extreme case, 
countries that are part of the 

alliance would even risk nuclear 
war on their own soil in order to 
defend the alliance – irrespective 
of how much money and materiel 
the partners contribute.

For decades, the Americans 
have been prepared to defend 
Europe with their weapons, 
including nuclear warheads. And 
in doing so, they have accepted 
the risk that a Russian bomb could 
ultimately detonate over New York 
or Baltimore. The mutual nuclear 
deterrence between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union was one of the 
main reasons that the Cold War 
between East and West never 
became hot. And that countries 
like Germany have been able to live 
in peace for more than 70 years.

With just a few sentences, 
Trump – the former president of 
the U.S. who may soon be moving 
back into the White House – has 
now called this certainty into 
question. At a campaign event 
in South Carolina several days 
ago, he went off script. “If we 
don’t pay, and we are attacked 
by Russia, will you protect us?” 
Trump said, allegedly quoting 
from a conversation with a 
European leader. “No, I would 
not protect you,” Trump said 
in response, adding to cheers 
that he would encourage Russia 
“to do whatever the hell they 
want.” Even for him, it was rather 
extreme: Calling on an enemy 
country to attack a NATO ally 
should they not spend enough on 
their military.

It is the kind of language used 
by the mafia when extorting 
protection money. And it is a 
statement that must be the focus 
of every security policy debate in 

Germany and Europe from now 
on. “No, I would not protect you” 
marks the end of an era, and the 
beginning of a new one.

A disengaged Chancellor

It is a debate that experts have 
long been demanding, but one that 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, of 
the center-left Social Democrats 
(SPD), has been carefully avoiding: 
Must Europe, must Germany, 
prepare for a future in which 
Washington can no longer be 
depended on? Does Europe have 
to develop a joint army of its own? 
Does the EU need a commissioner 
for defense? Does Berlin have to 
pump vastly more money into its 
military, the Bundeswehr, than 
the 100-billion-euro special fund 
it supplied in reaction to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine?

And most importantly: Does 
Europe need its own nuclear 
deterrence that does not depend 
on the Americans? Does Europe 
need the bomb?

When the lead candidate for 
the SPD in this year’s European 
Parliament elections, ex-German 
Justice Minister Katarina 
Barley, addressed the elephant 
in the room in the German 
daily Tagesspiegel and demanded 
that a debate be launched about 
a possible European bomb, the 
commotion was significant. The 
comment, inveighed Johann 
Wadephul, a foreign policy 
expert with the center-right 
Christian Democrats (CDU), 
“raises doubts about her political 
intellect.” Barley’s party ally Ralf 
Stegner warned against “blindly” 
rearming, “especially not in the 
nuclear realm.” And as he does so 
often, the chancellor focused on 

reassurance: “We have a NATO that 
works, an extremely strong trans-
Atlantic partnership. The nuclear 
cooperation we have developed is 
also part of that.”

They are sentences that seem 
strangely misplaced. Trump has 
a virtual lock on the Republican 
presidential nomination. And 
in some public opinion surveys, 
he is well ahead of incumbent 
Joe Biden, who 86 percent of 
Americans believe is too old 
to run for a second term. The 
chances of Trump being voted 
into the White House for a second 
term of his own currently look 
to be rather significant. The 
“extremely strong” trans-Atlantic 
partnership invoked by Scholz 
would immediately be history.

In recent years, Scholz has 
wrapped himself up in the hope 
that his friend Biden would 
find a way to be re-elected. The 
chancellor and his advisers have 
dismissed as unnecessary every 
discussion about the development 
of a European nuclear deterrence. 
That is now coming back to haunt 
him. “We need this debate,” says 
Carlo Masala, a professor at 
the Bundeswehr University in 
Munich. Even if it is an extremely 
complicated one.

When Trump flew to NATO 
headquarters in Brussels for the 
first time as president in 2017 
and was briefed on the mutual 
defense clause, he apparently 
said, according to Washington 
journalists Peter Baker and Susan 
Glasser in their book about Trump: 
“You mean, if the Russians attack 
Lithuania, we would start a war 
with Russia? That’s crazy.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

U.S. PR Stunt 

Ansarullah wages 4 major operations in 24 hours 

Europe finally seems to be considering a future without U.S. 
nuclear umbrella: Spiegel 



TEHRAN - After years of nego-
tiations, an agreement allowing 
visa-free travel for Iranian tourist 
groups to Russia was finally imple-
mented last September. However, 
recent reports indicate that Iranian 
nationals still face obstacles to en-
joying this privilege.

Recently, some Russian tourist 
agencies working with Iran have re-
vealed that the promised visa-free 
regime for Iranian tourist groups has 
not been fully realized and is fraught 
with difficulties. Despite the agree-
ment, many Iranian tourists intend-
ing to visit Russia are still required to 
obtain [electronic] visas, even when 
traveling in groups.

In a conversation with the Irani-
an Students News Agency (ISNA), 
a manager of a Russian agency op-
erating in St. Petersburg expressed 
that while some approved agencies 
can facilitate visa-free travel for 
groups of five or more Iranians, the 
process is excessively complex and 
lengthy, prompting most agencies to 
opt for traditional visa applications 
instead.

The manager highlighted that 
Russian tourists face no such issues 
when traveling to Iran in groups. Iran 
is particularly appealing to Russians 
interested in history, but financial 
constraints and banking limitations 
have hindered travel.

The bilateral visa-free tourist ex-
changes were supposed to benefit 
Iranian or Russian groups of five to 
50 travelers for up to 15 days at a 
time.

Similarly, an Iranian manager of 
another tourism agency based in 
Russia corroborated these state-
ments to ISNA, stating that despite 
years of organizing tours from Iran 
to Russia, they prefer to work with 
Iranian tourists with visas due to the 
complexities of the visa-free pro-
cess.

He added that the issuance of 
electronic visas by Russia is now 
much simpler and quicker, serving 
as an alternative to traditional visas, 
with processing times as short as 
four days.

Some stakeholders in Iranian 
and Russian tourism have attribut-
ed Russia’s strict visa policies to 
concerns about illegal migration 
through the country. This sentiment 
was echoed when certain domestic 
airlines in Iran reportedly canceled 
group travel arrangements to Russia 
in compliance with regulations, cit-
ing adverse effects on tourism and 
the need for strict implementation 
of entry and exit regulations for Ira-
nian and Russian passengers.

Those hurdles faced by Iranian 
tourist groups highlight the chal-
lenges still remaining in fully imple-
menting the visa-free agreement 
between Iran and Russia, which 
should be addressed. 

Last September, the head of 

Russia’s trade mission in Iran said 
the first visa-free flights of tour-
ist groups had started between 
Iran and Russia. “The first visa-free 
flights of Iranian tourist groups be-
tween Russia and Iran have begun,” 
Rustam Zhiganshin said, as quoted 
by Sputnik.

Late in June, Tehran’s ambassador 
to Moscow Kazem Jalali announced 
that Iran is ready to waive visa re-
quirements reciprocally with Rus-
sia, based on an agreement the two 
countries previously secured for cer-
tain tourist groups. The agreement 
was initially signed by former Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani and his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
in 2017.

According to the Russian Union 
of Travel Industry, the launch of 
visa-free travel for groups would 
attract even more Russians to the 
country.

Dmitry Arutyunov, general di-
rector of the Art Tour, believes that 
Iran is still an unknown destination 
for many potential travelers in Rus-
sia. “Our fellow citizens do not know 
anything about the country, but this 
is an interesting excursion destina-
tion for spring and autumn. In the 
absence of alpine ski resorts, Iranian 
could be a good alternative,” Arutyu-
nov said.

TEHRAN – Alborz tourism directorate is 
set to hold a seminar titled “Museums’ Role 

in Protecting and 
Developing Tourism” 
aimed to underscore 
the significance of 
museums across the 
province.

The event, sched-
uled to be held on 
Wednesday, is also 
intended to re-
flect achievements 
gained by the syner-
gy between various 
stakeholders of the 

local cultural scene, Mahdi Arbabnia, the pro-
vincial tourism chief, said on Tuesday.  

“This collaborative approach, coupled with 
cooperation with cultural activists, under-
scores a strategy for fostering the cultural 
and touristic dimensions of the region.”

Emphasizing the essential role of muse-
ums in bolstering citizens’ national identity 
and the palpable demand among the people 
for the construction of the Great Museum of 
Alborz, the official considered it necessary to 
interact with government and provincial in-
stitutions and cooperate with cultural activ-
ists in this field.

Over the centuries Alborz province, situ-

ated in the north-central part of Iran, has 
witnessed the rise and fall of various civiliza-
tions which brings to light the region’s pre-
cious history.

The importance of preserving and show-
casing this rich history is where museums 
come into play. The seminar, according to lo-
cal officials, is aimed to promote the cultural 
and touristic landscape of Alborz province.

According to the last statistics revealed by 
province officials more than two million tour-
ists have been accommodated annually in 
the Qom province, with an increase in arrival 
during special occasions such as holidays and 
mourning ceremonies.

TEHRAN – The National Museum 
of Iran is currently playing host to 
an exhibition showcasing a stunning 
array of rare and exquisite carpets 
from the 17th century onward. 

The exhibition primarily features 
relatively large-sized carpets, offer-
ing a glimpse into the intricate craft 
skills and rich cultural heritage asso-
ciated with Persian carpet weaving.

Among the highlights of the exhibi-
tion are carpets handcrafted in Ker-
man, Kermanshah, and Soltanabad, 
each bearing distinctive motifs and 
designs reflective of their respective 
regions’ artistic traditions. 

Notably, a 17th-century carpet 
from the Ottoman era stands as a 
testament to the enduring legacy of 
carpet weaving across borders and 
centuries.

The sheer scale and number of 
carpets on display have necessitated 
their placement not only in the mu-

seum’s upper galleries but also in 
various other sections dedicated to 
carpet exhibitions. 

The exhibition, which opened its 
doors to the public recently, is set 
to run until February 23, providing 
ample opportunity for aficionados 
of Persian carpets and enthusiasts 
of art and culture to explore these 
timeless treasures. 

Persian carpets are sought af-
ter internationally, with patterns in 
Persian gardens being arguably the 
most characteristic feature of them 
all. Weavers spend several months in 
front of a loom, stringing and knot-
ting thousands of threads. Some 
practice established patterns. Some 
make their own.

Each Persian carpet is a scene that 
seems ageless, a procedure that can 
take as long as a year. These efforts 
have long put Iran’s carpets among 
the most complex and labor-inten-
sive handicrafts in the world. When 

the weaving is finally done, the car-
pet is cut, washed, and put out in the 
sun to dry.

Throughout history, invaders, pol-
iticians, and even enemies have left 
their impact on Iran’s carpets. As 
mentioned by the Britannica Ency-
clopedia, little is known about Per-
sian carpet-making before the 15th 
century, when art was already ap-
proaching a peak.

In a remarkable archaeological en-
deavor, a team from Archaeology 
South-East, a division of the UCL Insti-
tute of Archaeology, has made ground-
breaking discoveries beneath the Na-
tional Gallery at the heart of Trafalgar 
Square. The findings, unearthed during 
the Jubilee Walk excavations, suggest 
that the urban center of Saxon Lon-
don, historically known as Lundenwic, 
stretched further west than historians 
previously recognized.

The excavation, part of the National 
Gallery’s extensive “NG200: Welcome” 
redevelopment initiative celebrating its 
Bicentenary, has brought to light a series 
of ancient structures and artifacts. These 
include a hearth, postholes, stake holes, 
pits, ditches, and levelling deposits, shed-
ding new light on the western expansion 
of Saxon London.

The archaeological activity was 

prompted by the need to construct a 
tunnel linking the Gallery’s Sainsbury 
Wing with the Wilkins Building, along-
side enhancements to the public realm 
adjacent to Jubilee Walk. This pathway, 
established during the 1991 Sainsbury 
Wing construction, has historical sig-
nificance dating back to the era of King 
Richard II, serving various functions 
from Royal Mews to residential housing.

The historical timeline places the ori-
gins of these findings between 659 and 
774 CE, marked notably by a hearth that 
has been radiocarbon dated to this pe-
riod. The layers above this Saxon settle-
ment reveal post-medieval walls, indi-
cating continuous redevelopment of the 
area through the 17th to 19th centuries.

The early establishment of London
The location of London was first 

established as a Roman settlement 
named Londinium shortly after the 

Claudian invasion of Britain in 43 CE.

Londinium initially covered a small 
area of 1.4 km², similar in size to today’s 
Hyde Park. The town was abandoned 
and razed following Boudica’s rebellion 
around 60 or 61 CE, but was quickly re-
built and expanded rapidly, becoming 
the largest city in Britannia by the end 
of the 1st century. By the 2nd century, 
its population had grown significantly, 
reaching between 30,000 and 60,000, 
and it boasted large public buildings like 
a forum and amphitheater, establishing 
itself as the provincial capital.

Between 190 and 225 CE, the Romans 
constructed a defensive barrier along 
the city’s inland edge. This structure, 
known as the London Wall, endured for 
over 1,600 years and largely delineated 
the boundaries of what was once the 
ancient City of London.

(Source: Ancient Origins) 

TEHRAN - As a noteworthy step, six kilometers 
of historic texture in Qom province have been 
beautified and renovated to improve touristic 
capacities and serve pilgrims in a significantly 
better way.The director of the Beautification, Im-
provement, and Renovation Organization around 
the Fatima Masoumeh (SA) Holy Shrine highlight-
ed the improvement of the historic texture is be-
ing done based on the endogenous development 
of these areas to preserve the originality and 
identity of the target neighborhoods.

Alireza Khaki pinpointed the significance of the 
historical texture which encompasses ten prin-
cipal Qajar-era districts, including Gozar-e Khan, 
Es’haghiyeh, Alvandiyeh, Eshqali, Masjed Jame, 
Chahar Mardan, Bagh Panbeh, Seydan, and Gozar 
Naneh-Abbas.

“The estimated area of Qom’s historical texture 
is around 220 hectares, making it a pivotal com-
ponent in the city’s urban renewal efforts,” the 
deputy noted.

Khaki underscored the importance of address-
ing not only the preservation of traditional Irani-
an-Islamic architecture but also tackling issues 
related to aging structures and informal settle-
ments within this historical texture.

“A primary objective of this comprehensive re-
vitalization initiative is to establish an essential 
infrastructure that promotes diversified tourism 
comprising both pilgrims and tourists in Qom,” 
according to Khaki.

Beyond the preservation of architectural her-

itage, the intention is to transform these areas 
into exemplary models for new urban planning, 
grounded in the principles of Islamic lifestyle.

Furthermore, the deputy detailed several 
ongoing projects, including the organization 
of sites around the Soltan Mohammad Sharif 
shrine, a significant Imamzadeh located in the 
historical texture. Additionally, initiatives like 
completing the Gozar Qaleh, organizing Martyr 
Motahari Square, and renovating Masjed Jame 
to Kohneh Square are essential components of 
the city’s strategy for enhancing Qom’s histor-
ical texture.

Khaki highlighted the importance of projects 
like implementing pedestrian pathways around 
the four sides of the holy shrine of Fatima Ma-
soumeh (SA) and introducing traffic-calming 
measures.According to the local tourism direc-
torate, these endeavors are part of the broader 
plan to organize and enhance Qom’s historical 
fabric, ensuring a harmonious blend of cultural 
preservation, tourism development, and urban 
renewal.

Situated adjacent to salt-covered deserts, 
golden dunes, running sands, and jagged moun-
tains, Qom is home to the shrine of Hazrat-e 
Masumeh (SA) and major religious madrasas 
(schools). Apart from sightseers and pilgrims 
who visit Qom to pay homage, it is also a top des-
tination for Shia scholars and students who come 
from across the world to learn Islamic studies at 
its madrasas and browse through eminent reli-
gious bookshops.
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Qom historical texture undergoes 
renovation project

Russian visa-free travel for Iranian 
tourist groups faces hurdles

Alborz seminar to spotlight museums’ role in tourism

Rare Persian carpets on show at National Museum

Saxon ‘London’ was bigger than previously thought
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Iran Tobacco Company 

 
Announcement of one-stage international public tender for the purchase of foreign non-tobacco 

items needed in  by Iran Tobacco Company . 
Iran Tobacco Company intends to supply some of the required items for its production lines as described in the following table through a one-stage international 
public tender. Therefore, all qualified applicants are invited from the date of 21st February 2024 until the end of the office hours 5th March 2024 after depositing 
the amount of  million rials to account number  in the name of Iran Tobacco Company at Parsian Bank, Azadi branch, at the address of Tehran- 
Qazvin St.- Iran Tobacco Company- Education Department - st Floor - Office The Secretariat of the Trading Commission can receive the tender documents for 
free after visiting or registering in the national tender information database at the address www.iets.mporg.ir.)  
(Call code in the national tender information database 53/166/061) 

Description of bidding items 

Item Description Unit Quantity 
Cigarette paper 27mmX6000m 40cu(26.5mm) Bobin 13,224 
Cigarette paper21mmX6000m 40cu (Tir slim) Bobin 7,940 

Cigarette paper Double 21mmX6000m 40cu(Tir slim) Bobin 5,072 
Cigarette paper 27mmX6000m Light 80cu Bobin 5,142 

Cigarette paper22mmX6000m 40cu Bobin 64,031 
Cigarette paper Double 27mmX6000m 40cu Bobin 6,508 

Cigarette paper 19mmX6000m 40cu(Super slim) Bobin 53,430 
Tipping paper 64mmX3000m Ultra Light Bobin 2111 

Tipping paper 62mmX3000m Bahman ketabi Bobin 2464 
Tipping paper 70mmX3000m Bahman Super slim Blue Bobin 2658 

Tipping paper 64mmX3000m Bahman Nano Black Bobin 5266 
Tipping paper 50mmX3000m Bobin 17424 
Tipping paper 38mmX2400m Bobin 19886 

Tipping paper 64mmX3000m Bahman Light Round corner Bobin 2111 
Tipping paper 64mmX3000m Bahman Full Flavor Round corner Bobin 2200 

Tipping paper 64mmX3000m Bahman Nano silver Bobin 1682 
Plug Wrap 19mmX6000m Bobin 5000 

Acetate cellulose tow 4y35000 Bobin 55000 
Acetate cellulose tow 3y35000 Bobin 120000 
Acetate cellulose tow 5y30000 Bobin 100000 
Acetate cellulose tow 6y17000 Bobin 50000 
Acetate cellulose tow 8y15000 Bobin 50000 

Bahman Ketabi 108 mm filter rod Rod 171,487,500 
Tir slim 108mm filter rod Rod 136,500,000 

Nano and T4 108mm filter rod Rod 724,352,500 
Bahman super slim blue120mm filter rod Rod 234,000,000 

Bahman super slim black 120 mm Filter rod  Rod 136,500,000 
Thin Filter rod 66mm Rod 450,000,000 

Filter rod 126mm king Size (Gilan factory) Rod 240,000,000 
 Filter rod 126mm medium size Rod 220,000,000 

(Tehran Factory  ) Filter rod 126mm king size Rod 60,000,000 
Bahman ultra Light 108 mm filter rod Rod 160,000,000 

Filter attachment glue (Max Glue) Kg 69,473 
 
All applicants who do not have approved samples/goods in the rows requested for tenders from Iran Tobacco Company in the last 2 years should apply from 21st February 
2024  to 12th March 2024  regarding sending the sample in standard and resistant packaging along with the technical specifications sheet (data sheet), product storage 
conditions (safety data sheet) according to the values in the table below and to The address of this company is located in Tehran, Qazvin Square, Qazvin St., Shahid Golchin 
Building, 1st Floor, Administration of Security Central Office. Complete and accurate details of the seller must be included on the samples. 

Table (2) Description of required sample for laboratory and applicability test 
 

The amount of sample required by 
the laboratory Application required sample size Description of goods Row 

1 bobbin 2 bobbins Cigarette paper 27 mm 6000 meters 40 CU (26.5) 1 
1 bobbin 2 bobbins Cigarette paper 27 mm 6000 meters light 80 CU 2 
1 bobbin 2 bobbins Cigarette paper 27 mm 6000 meters 40 CU 3 
1 bobbin 1 bobbin Other cigarette papers 4 
1 bobbin 2 bobbins Tipping paper 64 mm 3000 m ultralight 5 
1 bobbin 2 bobbins Cork tipping paper General 50 mm 3000 m 6 
1 bobbin 1 bobbin Other type of tipping paper 7 
1 bobbin 2 bobbins Plug wrap 8 

- 2 bales – each one 100 Kgs 4y-350,000 cellulose acetate tow 9 

- 2 bales –each one 100 Kgs 3y-350,000 cellulose acetate tow 10 
- 1 bale - 100 Kgs Other cellulose acetate tow 11 
- 4 trays 108 mm Bahman ultralight filter rods 12 
- 1 trays Other types of filter rods 13 

1kg 50kgs Filter attachment glue 14 
 

The details of the tendered items separately and the amount of guarantee required in each row according to the items are available in the tender conditions sheet. 
The deadline for submission of proposals and transfer of documents and envelopes to the secretariat of the central security office located in the Shahid Golchin 
building, first floor, is until the last administrative deadline dated 15th April 2024  In addition, the meeting of the technical and commercial committee of the 
mentioned tenders will be held on the date of 16th April 2024. 
The date and place of the opening of the offer packets, at 10:00 a.m. on 17th April 2024, located in Tehran: Qazvin Square - Qazvin Street - Iran Tobacco Company 
- Hall The gatherings of Imam Ali (a.s.). 

The details of the tendered items separately and the amount of guarantee required in each row according to the items are available in the tender conditions sheet.
The deadline for submission of proposals and transfer of documents and envelopes to the secretariat of the central security office located in the Shahid Golchin 
building, first floor, is until the last administrative deadline dated 15th April 2024  In addition, the meeting of the technical and commercial committee of the 
mentioned tenders will be held on the date of 16th April 2024.
The date and place of the opening of the offer packets, at 10:00 a.m. on 17th April 2024, located in Tehran: Qazvin Square - Qazvin Street - Iran Tobacco 
Company - Hall The gatherings of Imam Ali (a.s.).
Note 1: Applicants participating in each row of tender items can apply for the guarantee of participation in the tender of the same row and submit the price offer 
in the same row based on the table in the conditions sheet.
Note 2: The total cost of placing the newspaper advertisement from one million Rials to 400 milion  Rials will be borne by the tender winners in proportion to 
the number of winning rows.
Note 3: In order to guarantee participation in the bidding/fulfillment of obligations, the bidders can submit a valid bank guarantee or deposit cash or obtain a 
certificate of net claims and complete the form listed in the tender conditions sheet
(If you need help, call 51261651-51261920)

Management of communication and international affairs of Iran Tobacco Company



TEHRAN –A total of 936 volunteer medical 
teams provided free medical services and treat-
ment care in deprived areas in the first ten months 
of the current Iranian calendar year, started in 
March 2023, an official with the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society (IRCS) has said.

“During this period, 180,065 people received 
free medical treatment and services. Also, 96,199 
food packages were distributed among needy 
families,” IRIB quoted Vahid Salimi as saying.

Moreover, the IRCS provided 47,732 stationary 
packages for underprivileged students at the be-
ginning of the school year, September 22, 2023, he 
added.

Health promotion program

In December 2023, Hassan Farshidi, an official 
with the Health Ministry, said around 400,000 
health volunteers are active in the country, acting 

as the link between the health system and differ-
ent strata of society.

Once trained and empowered, health volunteers 
from communities, organizations, tribes, and for-
eign nationals play a central role in promoting 
health by people, ISNA quoted Farshidi as saying.

Health promotion programs aim to engage in-
dividuals and communities and promote a healthy 
lifestyle, prevention, and timely response.

IRCS dispatch volunteers

On the occasion of World Volunteer Day, which is 
celebrated on December 5 every year, volunteer 
physicians provided free health and pharmaceuti-
cal services to people in deprived areas.

“Volunteer physicians will be sent to deprived 
areas from Ilam, Kermanshah, Yazd, Bushehr, 
Markazi, West Azarbaijan, and Kerman provinces 
to serve the people in these areas,” Salimi said.

They would provide free health and pharmaceu-
tical services, including visiting patients, dental 
and midwifery services, and traditional medicine 
and acupuncture consultation.

They would also check people’s health, blood 
pressure, height, and weight.

Moreover, oral and dental health care would be 
taught to the students of the villages.

The main objective of dispatching volunteers is 

to improve the health of the villagers due to the 
unavailability of specialist doctors in these areas 
and reduce medical expenses.

Volunteers would try to improve the health of 
the people, provide relief, and help patients by 
improving the health literacy of society in various 
fields.

Rural development
Villagers and nomads play a vital role in the po-

litical, economic, and social developments of Iran.
Despite their low population, they have a great 

contribution to all-out national development.
Although oil, industry, and service sectors hold 

a significant share of the national economy, the 
rural and nomadic economy is considered an in-
exhaustible source for the nation, compared to 
exhaustible natural resources.

Living far from pollution and current problems 
of cities and being less dependent on oil resourc-
es, they play a critical role in sustainable develop-
ment.

Villagers and nomads take the lead in providing 
food, food security, and healthy food production.

They have a major role in the tourism and 
handicraft industry and they are sources of many 
cultures and traditions in the country playing an 
important role in ensuring the country’s security, 
especially in borders and remote areas.

TEHRAN – An Iranian knowledge-based 
company has managed to produce a drug that 
is used for the treatment of breast and stom-
ach cancers.

‘AryoTrust’ with the generic name ‘Trastu-
zumab’ costs about one-seventh of foreign 
products, IRIB reported.

Producing biomedicines widely used for 
hard-to-treat illnesses, and indigenizing the 
technology for producing drugs to meet the 
needs of both national and international mar-
kets are among the major priorities of the com-
pany.

‘AryoTrust’ is one of the products that is be-
ing made domestically thanks to the efforts of 
this knowledge-based company. It has made 
the country practically self-sufficient in this 
regard.

It is a recombinant DNA-derived humanized 
monoclonal antibody that selectively targets 
the extracellular domain of the human epider-
mal growth factor receptor 2 protein (HER2).

These receptors normally reside on the nor-
mal cell surfaces leading to cellular growth and 
proliferation. Over-expression of HER2 is ob-
served in primary breast and advanced gastric 
cancer cells.

AryoTrust binds to HER2, prevents its activi-
ty, and leads to the death of cancer cells.

It is produced in the form of lyophilized 
powder in two dosages of 150 mg and 440 mg 
which is administered as intravenous infusion 
after dilution.

Currently, AryoTrust is in phase four of clin-
ical trials called post-marketing surveillance 
trial which looks for safety and adverse effects 
in unscreened patients over a long period of 
time.

Patients’ information, which is collected 
from healthcare providers, is evaluated and an-
alyzed. Finally, an official report is submitted to 
foreign regulatory bodies, which will facilitate 
obtaining a license to export drugs. Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Lebanon, and African countries are 
among the export destinations of the company.

Recent achievements in cancer treatment
On January 20, the Iran University of Medical 

Sciences (IUMS) announced the development 
of a system based on artificial intelligence (AI) 
that can detect breast cancer with 94 percent 
accuracy, IRNA reported.

In Iran, breast cancer is the second-leading 
cause of death in women as around 30 percent 
of patients die each year, nearly as much as the 
world average.

Earlier detection of cancer increases the 
chance of successful treatment and survival.

Also, an Iranian knowledge-based company 
announced readiness to meet the needs of re-
gional countries as well as North Africa for the 
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine.

HPV is known to cause cervical cancer in 
women.

The product has been manufactured at a 
much lower price, 75 percent cheaper, com-
pared to foreign samples.

Producing the HPV vaccine needs one of the 
most complicated technologies in the world, 
and Iran has been able to produce the vaccine 
domestically.

Once the vaccine proved its safety and ef-
fectiveness in increasing the antibody titer, it 
obtained the Food and Drug Organization’s ap-
proval to enter the market in 2020.

In September 2023, an Iranian knowl-
edge-based company succeeded in producing 
‘ibrutinib’ which is used to treat various blood 
cancers, making the country the third producer 
of the medication in the world.

Now Iran, India, and China are the only three 
countries in the world that have the high-tech 
knowledge to produce ibrutinib and necessary 
raw material, IRNA reported.

Ibrutinib is a type of targeted therapy called 
a kinase inhibitor. A kinase is an enzyme that 
promotes cell growth. There are many types of 
kinases, which control different phases of cell 
growth.

This medication interferes with the func-
tion of Bruton’s tyrosine kinase (BTK), which 
is found in excess on cancerous B cells. By in-
terfering with BTK, ibrutinib interferes with the 
growth of the cancerous B cells.

Ibrutinib is highly effective in the treatment 
of chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), mantle 
cell lymphoma, and Waldenstrom’s macroglob-
ulinemia.

 The biggest advantage of this drug is its end 

price. A dose of 420 grams of medicine, which 
is used to produce 28 of this medicine, costs 
nearly 6,500 euros.

The raw material production for manufac-
turing this drug in the country is very afford-
able in terms of strategy, price, and quality.

In August 2023, a group of researchers, led 
by an Iranian scientist,  successfully analyzed 
the chemical composition of individual human 
cells.

This method can help with an earlier detec-
tion of cancer and a more efficient treatment, 
according to Mehr News Agency.

The breakthrough, which is considered a 
milestone in the field of analytical chemistry, 
enables single-cell biopsies in laboratories. 
During the research, mass spectrometry and 
artificial intelligence were used to first mea-
sure the chemical molecules or metabolites 
of a human cell with high precision, and then 
extract the chemical patterns of different cells 
from complex spectral data. AI played a signifi-
cant role during several steps of the research.

The new scientific advancement essentially 
enables the identification of anti-tumor im-
mune cells as well as tumor enhancers.

Also, researchers were able to measure the 
chemical content of an immune cell called mac-
rophage and accurately differentiate between 
tumor-suppressing or tumor-enhancing mac-
rophages. This is the first time that metabolite 
measurement, or metabolomics, has been per-
formed on an immune cell.

Cancer therapy
The latest national cancer census shows 

that the number of new cancer cases in Iran is 
expected to increase to 160,000 by the Iranian 
calendar year 1404 (March 2025-March 2026), 
indicating an increase of 43 percent.

The first 10 most common cancers in Iran are 
breast, prostate, colon, stomach, lung, bladder, 
thyroid, uterus, brain, and spine cancers.

The most common cancers of Iranian women 
include breast, colon, thyroid, stomach, uter-
ine, leukemia, ovary, brain and spine, lungs and 
esophagus.

Around 250,000 Iranians are now living with 
cancer. Half of cancers can be almost treated 
and the rest can be avoided.

On March 17, A cancer treatment center, 
which is said to be the most advanced of its 
kind in the region, was officially inaugurated by 
President Ebrahim Raisi.

Some 12 trillion rials (about $24 million) has 
been spent on building the center which is spe-
cialized for diagnosing and treating stage 3 
cancers.

Stage 3 cancer is considered advanced. In 
this stage, the tumor may have grown to a 
specific size, cancer may consist of multiple 
tumors, and/or cancer may have spread to ad-
jacent lymph nodes, organs, or tissue.

In some cases, stage 3 cancers may be con-
sidered metastatic cancers, meaning they may 
have spread beyond their organ of origin.

Many stage 3 cancers have multiple sub-
categories, usually designated as stages 3A, 
3B, and 3C. These subcategories are often de-
termined by the size of the tumors, whether 
multiple tumors are present, and the degree to 
which cancer has spread locally.

For the first time in West Asia, some ul-
tra-modern devices such as linear accelerator, 
CyberKnife, tomotherapy, and CT simulator 
have been used in this cancer treatment center.

The CyberKnife system is a non-invasive, ro-
botic delivery system for radiation therapy that 
treats some cancerous and noncancerous tu-
mors and other conditions.

Tomotherapy is a type of therapy in which ra-
diation is aimed at a tumor from many differ-
ent directions.

The Ministry of Health has launched a plan 
aimed at preventing the three most common 
cancers among women, namely breast, col-
orectal, and cervical cancers, Ali Qanbari-Mot-
laq, a health ministry official, said in February.

TEHRAN – The Islamic World Sci-
ence Citation Center (ISC) has re-
leased the World University Rank-
ings (WUR) 2024 report, which 
includes 69 Iranian universities 
compared to 63 in 2022.

A total of 377 universities from 
29 Islamic countries are listed in the 
ranking, where Turkey with 93 uni-
versities and Iran with 69 universi-
ties ranked first and second respec-
tively, Mehr news agency reported.

Among the top universities of Is-
lamic countries, Saudi Arabia ranks 
107, Qatar ranks 351- 400, Lebanon, 
Pakistan and the UAE rank 451-500, 
Iran, Egypt, and Malaysia rank 501-
600.

In the ISC WUR 2023, there are 
2,555 universities from 114 countries 
and 6 continents in the global rank-
ing.

ISC WUR is one of the ranking sys-
tems that started ranking universi-
ties for the first time in 2018 by the 
ISC Ranking Department with the 
aim of evaluating the universities of 
the country as well as Islamic coun-
tries at the world level. 

The ranking of the world’s uni-
versities by ISC is done without 
self-declaration of the universities, 
and based on this, a reliable data-
base of the ranking of the world’s 
universities has been formed in this 
organization over 5 years, which is a 
reliable source for research policies 
and drawing a road map to guide the 
universities of Iran and other Islamic 
countries towards It is a world-class 
university.To rank the world univer-
sities in its criteria, ISC considers the 
most important mission of universi-
ties which are research (60%), edu-

cation (10%), international activities 
(15%), technology and innovation 
(15%), and then evaluates universi-
ties.Besides, the number of univer-
sity retractions is calculated with a 
negative score, which is included in 
a criteria called Negative Reputation.

In the ISC World University Rank-
ing, universities that have published 
at least 850 degrees in Web of Sci-
ence 2018-2020 will be considered. 
The information on this ranking is 
collected from USPTO, WOS, and In-
Cites.In the ISC 2023 global ranking, 
Harvard University, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), and 
Stanford University are ranked first 
to third.

Other rankings in ISC
On December 26, 2023, the ISC 

released a report, ranking 115 gov-
ernmental and 17 non-governmental 
universities according to six indices

Education counts for 30 percent, 
Research counts for 25 percent, 
Technology and Innovation counts 
for 20 percent, International Out-
look counts for 10 percent, and So-
cial Services, Infrastructure, and 

Facilities counts for 5 percent, ISNA 
quoted the ISC head Ahmad Fazel-
zadeh as saying.The universities of 
Tehran, Fardowsi of Mashhad, Tar-
biat Modarres, Shahid Beheshti, and 
Shiraz were placed first to fifth in the 
ranking.

On December 20, Iran was ranked 
second in terms of the number of 
patent citations to scientific pub-
lications among Islamic countries, 
according to the ISC.

Scientific impact is often mea-
sured using citation counts, which is 
something common in scientometric 
studies, but these citations in tech-
nological environments can be con-
sidered as the impact of science on 
technology, IRIB quoted Fazelzadeh 
as saying.

This index demonstrates the ex-
tent to which technological advanc-
es and innovations are based on the 
achievements and findings of scien-
tific research, he added.

He went on to say, “In the 10-year 
period from 2012 to 2021, more than 
99 million scientific papers have 
been published worldwide.

 A total of 1,341,732 out of 99 mil-
lion documents have been cited in 
patents. During the same time pe-
riod, 752, 421 scientific documents 
affiliated with Iranian organizations 
have been published. Out of that 
number, 13,058 documents have 
been cited 24,984 times by 22,248 
patents.

In this time period, in terms of the 
total production of technological 
science, Iran, with 8,884 citations 
of patents, has taken second place 
among Islamic countries, and Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey ranked first and 
third, respectively.”

In November 2023, a total of 938 
Iranian researchers were recognized 
among the world’s top one percent 
most-cited researchers in 2023, Fa-
zelzadeh said.

“The Ministry of Science, Re-
search and Technology represents 
40 percent, and the Ministry of 
Health, Treatment, and Medical Ed-
ucation accounts for 48 percent of 
the most-cited Iranian research-
ers,” ISNA quoted Fazelzadeh as 
saying.In 2023, 938 top researchers 
affiliated with Iranian organizations 
were identified, which showed a 12 
percent increase compared to the 
previous year. Over the past decade, 
the number of highly-cited research-
ers in the country has been growing.

Medicine and Health with a 33 
percent share of the most-cited re-
searchers ranked first, followed by 
Multidisciplinary with 23 percent, 
Engineering with 20.5 percent, Basic 
Sciences with 12 percent, Agriculture 
and Environment with 10 percent, 
and Social and Human Sciences with 
1.7 percent share, respectively.
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Ministries ink MOU on  
out-of-school children 

The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor 
and Social Welfare have signed a memorandum of understanding aim-
ing to bring out-of-school children back to school.

The memorandum of understanding will pave the way for future 
steps, ISNA news agency quoted Education Minister Mohammad 
Bat’haei as saying on Sunday. 

He made the remarks over the 8th session of council meeting for 
improving educational standards in underprivileged and underdevel-
oped areas at the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare.“The meeting is 
aiming to live up to educational standards, however, the current condi-
tions are unjustifiable, and we should move faster,” he added.

تفاهم وزارتخانه ها برای بازگرداندن کودکان 
بازمانده از تحصیل به مدارس

برای  رفاه  وزارت  با  مشترکی  نامه  تفاهم  پرورش  و  آموزش  وزارت 
بازگرداندن کودکان بازمانده از تحصیل امضا کردند. 

به گزارش روز یکشنبه ایسنا، محمد بطحایی وزیر آموزش و پرورش 
گفت: امروز تفاهم نامه‌ای امضا می‌شود که نقشه کار برای ادامه مسیر 

کاملا مشخص شود.
ارتقای  و  بهبود  هماهنگی  شورای  جلسه  هشتمین  در  بطحایی 
شاخص‌های آموزشی و پرورشی مناطق محروم و کمتر توسعه یافته 
که در وزارت رفاه برگزار شد گفت: هدف اصلی این برنامه و شورای 
هماهنگی ارتقای شاخص‌ها بود، هرچند این روند قابل قبول نیست و 

باید با سرعت بیشتری حرکت کنیم.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Over 900 volunteer medical teams dispatched to deprived areas

ISC WUR includes more Iranian 
universities

ENGLISH IN USE

FEBRUARY 21, 2024



TEHRAN- The second 
installment of an international 
conference dedicated to exploring 
the realm of resistance music is set 
to take place at Tehran University 
on Wednesday.

Themed around resistance music 
and its prerequisites, the gathering 
will witness the convergence of 
a plethora of esteemed domestic 
and foreign music professors and 
researchers hailing from countries 
within the Islamic resistance 
region, IRNA reported. 

Organized by the Center for 
Deep Strategic Studies, the Faculty 
of Theology of Tehran University, 
and the International Institute of 
Cultural Convergence, the session 
will offer a platform for extensive 
discussions on the subject matter, 
the report added. 

Representatives of musicians 
from nations across the Islamic 
resistance region, encompassing 
North Africa, Lebanon, Syria, 
Bahrain, Palestine, Yemen, Iraq, 
and various others, will partake 
in deliberations, focusing on the 
pivotal benchmarks and necessities 
of resistance music.

The forthcoming third edition of the conference is slated for March 6, with the participation of experts 

from the Middle East, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and China. The fourth 
session of this distinguished 
international event will equally 
unfold on the aforementioned day, 
welcoming musicians from the 
captivating realms of Europe and 
America.

Resistance music is a genre of 
music that has been used as a tool 
for defiance, protest, and activism. 
It has been an important form 
of expression for marginalized 
and oppressed communities 
throughout history, providing 
a platform for voices that are 
otherwise silenced.

Resistance music can take many 
forms. It often carries a message 
of social justice, equality, and 
empowerment, seeking to inspire 
change and challenge the status 
quo.

Resistance music has the power 
to unite people and create a sense 
of solidarity among those who are 
fighting for change. It can be a 
source of strength and inspiration 
for activists and those who are 
struggling against oppression, 
providing a soundtrack for 
resistance movements around the 
world.

TEHRAN-The 52nd Belgrade International 
Film Festival, which is set to run from February 
23 to March 3, will present its Belgrade Victor 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to Film 
Art to the globally acclaimed Iranian filmmaker 
Asghar Farhadi.

The two-time Oscar winner Farhadi, a film 
director and screenwriter, will receive the 
Belgrade Victor Award on February 29 in the 
Serbian capital, Mehr reported.

Considered one of the most prominent 
filmmakers of Iran and world cinema in the 21st 
century, Farhadi became interested in cinema in 
his teenage years, and started his education in 

filmmaking by joining the Youth Cinema Society 
of Esfahan in 1986 where he made 8mm and 
16mm short films. He received his Bachelor of 
Dramatic Arts at University of Tehran in 1998 
and his Masters in Stage Direction a few years 
later. 

Almost all of Farhadi’s films have won awards 
at every festival where they were displayed. 
According to critics, his scripts are deep 
sociological, psychological, and philosophical 
studies of problems that are universal in society, 
and his films have gained recognition because of 
their focus on the human condition and because 
they describe intimate and challenging stories 
about family conflicts.

Farhadi made his debut as a director with 
the film “Dancing in the Dust,” which was 
awarded at the International Film Festival in 
Moscow. In 2004 he made “Beautiful City,” 
which won an award at the International Film 
Festival in Warsaw. His next film was “Fireworks 
Wednesday” which won the Golden Hugo at the 
Chicago International Film Festival in 2006. 
Then he made “About Elly” in 2009, which won 
the Silver Bear for Best Director at the 59th 

Berlin International Film Festival and the Award 
for Best Film at the Tribeca Film Festival.

In 2011, his film “A Separation” won the Oscar 
for Best Foreign Language Film and received 
critical acclaim inside and outside of Iran, as well 
as the Golden Bear at the Berlin International 
Film Festival, and won the Golden Globes and 
the Caesar Award. The film “The Past,” made in 
2013, won the Best Actress award at the Cannes 
Film Festival. 

His next film “The Salesman” brought Farhadi 
his second Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film 
in 2016, making him one of the few directors 
worldwide who have won twice this prize. His 
following movie “Everybody Knows” opened the 
71st Cannes Festival, and his last film “A Hero” 
in 2021 won the Grand Prix at the 74th Cannes 
Film Festival.

Farhadi is on the list of directors who have 
won the Best Foreign Film Oscar more than once. 
The others are Vittorio de Sica and Federico 
Fellini (four times each), Ingmar Bergman (three 
times), and René Clément and Akira Kurosawa 
(twice each). 

TEHRAN-The Persian translation 
of the novel “Hello Beautiful” 
written by the American author Ann 
Napolitano has been released in the 
bookstores across Iran.

Translated by Sareh Khosravi, the 
book has been published by Aamout 
Publication in 520 pages, ISNA 
reported. 

A New York Times bestseller, 
it is a powerfully affecting family 
story that asks: Can love make a 
broken person whole? In this tender 
tearjerker, Napolitano chronicles 
life’s highs and lows with aching 
precision.

Originally published in 2023, the 
book was one of the Chicago Public 

Library’s ten best books of the year 
as well as a best book of the year 
chosen by The New York Times Book 
Review, NPR, The Washington Post, 
Time, Vogue, Glamour, Harper’s 
Bazaar, New York Post, She Reads, 
and Bookreporter.

The story is about William Waters 
who grew up in a house silenced by 
tragedy, where his parents could 
hardly bear to look at him, much 
less love him—so when he meets 
the spirited and ambitious Julia 
Padavano in his freshman year of 
college, it’s as if the world has lit up 
around him. With Julia comes her 
family, as she and her three sisters 
are inseparable: Sylvie, the family’s 

dreamer, is happiest with her nose 
in a book; Cecelia is a free-spirited 
artist; and Emeline patiently takes 
care of them all. With the Padavanos, 
William experiences a newfound 
contentment; every moment in their 
house is filled with loving chaos.

But then darkness from William’s 
past surfaces, jeopardizing not only 
Julia’s carefully orchestrated plans 
for their future, but the sisters’ 
unshakeable devotion to one 
another. The result is a catastrophic 
family rift that changes their lives 
for generations. Will the loyalty that 
once rooted them be strong enough 
to draw them back together when it 
matters most?

An exquisite homage to Louisa 
May Alcott’s timeless classic “Little 
Women,” “Hello Beautiful” is a 
profoundly moving portrait of what 
is possible when we choose to love 
someone not in spite of who they are, 
but because of it.

Napolitano, 52, has written four 
successful novels. For seven years, 
Napolitano was the associate 
editor of the literary magazine One 
Story, and she received an MFA 
from New York University. She has 
taught fiction writing at Brooklyn 
College’s MFA program, New York 
University’s School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies, and Gotham 
Writers Workshop.

A group of pro-Palestinian supporters staged a 
protest against Israel’s ongoing military action in 
the Gaza Strip in the main Gropius Bau venue of 
the Berlin Film Festival’s European Film Market 
on Sunday.About 50 people entered the ground 
floor of the main atrium shouting, “Stop the 
genocide”, while large banners were unfurled 
from the galleries above bearing the message 
“Lights, Camera, Genocide” with an image of a 
clapperboard dripping in blood, Deadline reported.

The Berlinale had been bracing for potential 
protests around the Israel-Gaza conflict.

In the lead up to the festival and market, 
contracted festival workers released an open 
letter calling for an “immediate ceasefire” in 
Gaza, the “release of all hostages,” and “stronger 

institutional leadership,” in response to what they 
described as the “current assault on Palestinian 
life.”A protest within the market was less expected. 
The Gropius Bau exhibition space can only be 
accessed by badge-holders which suggests the 
protests were staged by registered industry 
professionals.

Video shot by a Deadline colleague shows 
the protests unfolding. After the banners were 
unfurled, the number of protestors swelled 
with people clapping and chanting “Palestine 
Free”. Police were reported to have arrived at the 
exhibition hall to clear the crowd.

The protests come amid growing calls for a 
ceasefire in the war in Gaza, where close to 29,000 
people have been killed by Israeli bombing of the 

territory as well as troops on the ground, according 
to the health ministry of Hamas-run Gaza.

The Israeli military action in Gaza Strip is in 
response to Hamas terror attacks on Israel on 
October 7, in which more than 1,200 people, most 
of them civilians, were killed and more than 250 
hostages were taken.

Hopes that a ceasefire would be achieved 
in talks in Qatar this weekend were fading on 
Sunday, with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu saying he would press ahead with 
plans for a ground invasion of Rafah, in the very 
south of the Gaza Strip. More than half of Gaza’s 
population have fled to Rafah, which lies on the 
frontier with Egypt, after Israeli forces ordered 
them to evacuate there.
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TEHRAN- A Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed between Mehr News Agency 
and TV BRICS at the Mehr News Agency pavilion 
during a session at the 24th Iran Media Expo on 
Monday.

Present at the session were Mohammad 
Mahdi Rahmati, the Managing Director of Mehr 
News Agency, Hossein Taheri, the Deputy Head 
of the News Department, and Sediqeh Hosseini, 
the Director of Research, Development, and 
Innovation at Mehr News Agency.

On the other side, Janna Tolstikova, the CEO 
of TV BRICS, Daria Ivankova, the Director of 
the International Cooperation Department at 
TV BRICS, and Eugene Mishin, the Manager of 
International Cooperation, virtually attended 
the event.

The participation of both parties in 
content production and distribution, and the 
development of further cooperation among the 
media outlets of BRICS member countries, are 
among the objectives of this agreement.

TV BRICS, a 24-hour news media platform 
broadcasting in English, Russian, Portuguese, 
and Chinese, covers various sectors including 
technology, economy, tourism, and sports.

The 24th edition of the Iran Media Expo 
kicked off in Tehran on Sunday after a six-
year hiatus, bringing together over 600 media 
outlets, creative groups, and knowledge-based 
companies to showcase the latest developments 
in the industry. The event will run until February 
21 at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Mosalla.

Mehr News Agency, TV BRICS forge 
strategic partnership at Iran Media Expo

TEHRAN-The 4th edition of Mugham Music 
Festival is currently underway in Tabriz. 

Mugham music artists from 18 cities 
nationwide are taking part in the festival, which 
will continue until February 23, the secretary of 
the event said on Tuesday.

In this edition, there are participants from 
eight provinces and 18 cities, including East 
Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, Ardabil, Zanjan, 
Hamedan, Tehran, Alborz, and Lorestan 
provinces, Gholamreza Mirzazadeh explained.

The highest number of participants is from 
East Azarbaijan, he added.

Out of the 347 works submitted to the event’s 
secretariat, 134 have advanced to the final 
performance section, with 43 dedicated to 
singing and 91 focused on instrumental music, 
he mentioned. 

This festival stands out as one of the 
specialized music events, with a total of 50 
judges entrusted with the expert evaluation 
across different categories, he highlighted. 

Mugham music is a traditional genre of music 
that originated in Azerbaijan and has deep roots 
in Persian culture. It is a complex and intricate 
form of music that is characterized by its 
emotional depth, improvisational nature, and 
intricate melodic patterns.

Mugham music is typically performed 
by a singer, known as a mugham singer, 
accompanied by musicians playing traditional 
instruments such as the tar, kamancheh, and 
balaban. The music is based on a series of 
scales, known as mughams, which serve as the 
foundation for the melodic improvisations and 
vocal ornamentations that are central to the 
genre.

Mugham music festival  
underway in Tabriz
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