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Raisi prioritizes Palestinian plight during GECF speech

Gaza a Moral Compass
Humanlty

for

Oji calls for de-
politicization of
energy market at
7th GECF Summit

TEHRAN - The 7th meeting of the Gas Ex-
porting Countries Forum (GECF) Heads of
State and Government commenced in Al-
giers, the capital of Algeria, on Saturday with
Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi and Oil Minis-
ter Javad Oji in attendance.

President Raisi arrived in Algiers on Sat-
urday to take part in the meeting of the
world’s leading natural gas producers and
to strengthen Tehran’s cooperation with re-
gional and international alliances.

Before the main event, an extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting of the GECF summit
was held on Friday, in which Oji delivered a
speech.

Speaking in this meeting, the Iranian min-
ister said development of the gas industry
and materialization of supply and demand
security in the world requires establishment
of global peace and politicization of energy
trade.

“Geopolitical tensions and the applica-
tion of any unilateral or multilateral sanc-
tions are in contradiction with the princi-
ples and standards of international law
and jeopardize the energy security of soci-
eties,” he said. » Page 4

Iranian, Saudi
ambassadors
engage in diplomatic
dialogue

TEHRAN- The Iranian Ambassador to Ri-

yadh, Alireza Enayati, engaged in construc-
tive discussions with his Saudi counterpart,

Abdullah bin Saud Al-Anzi.

Hezbollah’s skilled Young Aaron Bushnell  Political ploy Israeli bombings kill 7 The meeting took place at Ambassador

.. . . . . . . Al-Anzi’s office, underscoring the impor-

ShOOt@I’S hum/llate was ﬁght/ng ﬁres W/th more Captlves mn Gaza tance both nations place on dialogue and
. . . - - By Shahrokh Saei diplomacy.

the ZlonIStA/r Force hIS own ﬁre"' TEHRAN- The administration of U.S. . . Expressing his satisfaction with the en-

President Joe Biden has come under By Ali Karbalaei counter, Ambassador Al-Anzi took to social

By Martin L growing domestic and international TEHRAN- Hamas has said seven media platform X to convey his pleasure at

By Sondoss Al Asaad y Martin Love pressure over the past days to reconsider hosting his Iranian counterpart in Saudi Ara-

After four months of accumulating
tactical and strategic achievements, the
Lebanese Islamic Resistance’s behavior
confirms the keenness of its leadership
to deprive the Zionist enemy of restoring
the prestige of deterrence. Therefore, the
shooting down of the “Zik-Hermes 450
drone,” which has advanced maneuvering
and targeting capabilities, on Monday,
February 26, 2024, is an objective
response to the enemy’s threats. The
question that pops up is: Does the
new escalation and the resistance’s
improvement in the quality of its goals
translate into a further move towards a
comprehensive war?

Indeed, the Zionist arrogance relies
mainly on its alleged “air superiority.”

U.S. Air Force Airman Aaron Bushnell,
25, who poured gasoline on himself and
set himself aflame in front of the Israeli
embassy in Washington and died shouting
“Free Palestine” until he could no more,
made himself a beloved martyr of sorts to
billions of people around the globe. He also
may have been ordered to go to Israel and
“serve” there in some capacity, too, which
he obviously and adamantly refused.

His self-immolation may have been
foolish because his good life is lost, but
Bushnell was no fool. He had no desire
to become complicit in Israel's genocide
of Palestinians in any capacity, and
his background and earlier activities
suggested he was a sensitive young man
with a brain and a conscience.

its unwavering support for Israel’s deadly
war on the Gaza Strip.

Pressure began to mount on the White
House on Thursday after Israel perpetrated
amassacre in a neighborhood in Gaza City.

Israeli forces killed more than 100
Palestinians who were waiting for
deliveries of food from a convoy of aid
trucks that had arrived in the area.
Hundreds of others were injured.

The Israeli army claimed it did not fire
at the crowd but acknowledged that

troops opened fire on several Palestinians.

It said they had moved toward soldiers
and endangered them. The regime also
claimed that most of the fatalities were
caused by a stampede as hungry Gazans
tried to get supplies from the convoy.

more captives have been killed by Israeli
airstrikes after contact was lost with the
group responsible for safeguarding them.

The military spokesman for the al-
Qassam brigades, the armed wing of the
Hamas resistance movement, has offered
new insight into the fate of Israeli captives
in the Gaza Strip.

In a statement, Abu Ubaida pointed out
the movement had previously announced
it has lost contact with its members
who were responsible for safeguarding a
number of Israeli captives being held in
the besieged coastal enclave.

At the time, he indicated that some of

the captives may have been killed as a
result of Israeli airstrikes.

bia.

He elaborated that the discussions en-
compassed a broad spectrum of subjects,
notably focusing on the bilateral relations
between Tehran and Riyadh.

This meeting marks a noteworthy step to-
wards fostering mutual understanding and
cooperation between Iran and Saudi Arabia,
reflecting a commitment to diplomatic en-
gagement in the pursuit of regional stability
and prosperity.

Earlier on February 16, Enayati met with
Saudi Minister of National Guard Prince Ab-
dullah bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz in Riyadh.

The meeting marked a significant dip-

lomatic engagement between the two na-
tions. » Page 2

» Page 5
UNEA-6 approves Iranian election Iranian Film Festival
Iran’s proposed plan results: shift returns to Malaysian
for combating SDSs towards independent  screens after five-year
TEHRAN — The 6th United Nations candidates hiatus

Environment Assembly (UNEA-6) has
approved a resolution adopted at the
international summit on dealing with sand
and dust storms which was held in Tehran in
September 2023.

By Sadegh Fereydounabadi

TEHRAN - As the vote counting
process nears completion nationwide
in Iran, following Friday’s active

TEHRAN-The 2024 Iranian Film Festivalin
Malaysia, organized by Iran’s cultural attaché
office in Kuala Lumpur and supported by
the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Malaysia, is making its grand return to
selected GSC cinemas after a prolonged

The UNEA-6 was held from February 26 to

March 1at the United Nations Environment
Program (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi,
Kenya. It is the world’s highest decision-
making body on the environment.

Atotal of 180 countries attended the

UNEA-6 meeting with a focus on how
multilateralism can help tackle the triple

planetary crisis of climate change, nature and

biodiversity loss, and pollution and waste,
IRNA reported. » Page 7

@ Nasrnews/ Amir HOssein Nami

participation at polling stations, it seems
that citizens have shown a preference
for individual candidates over coalitions
endorsed by well-known politicians.

In the capital city, Tehran, initial results
indicated a potential decline in popularity
for Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, who finds himself
ranked fourth among candidates with
the highest vote counts. » Page 3

absence of five years.

The festival will showcase a diverse
selection of six acclaimed Iranian movies, with
free screenings exclusively at GSC Mid Valley
Megamall and GSC |01 City Mallin the Klang
Valley until March 3.

Then, the festival will head north to GSC
Gumey Plaza in Penang from March 7 to
10, offering movie enthusiasts a unique
opportunity to experience Iranian cinema
firsthand on the Malaysian big screen.» Page 8
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Iran-Russia trade without

currency transfer

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

In a note, the Iran newspaper discussed
a new season to increase Tehran-Moscow
economic prosperity and wrote: Iran and
Russia are pursuing barter trade.

In order to reduce the effects of the dollar
on their economy, the two countries are
supposed to carry out trade through the
purchase and sale of industrial goods.

The two countries of Iran and Russia have
been subjected to the most severe sanctions
in these years, so in order to reduce the
negative effects of the sanctions and
prevent the dominance of hostile countries,
the economies of Iran and other sanctioned
countries must distance themselves from the
U.S. dollar. With the goal of de-dollarization
that Iran, Russia, and other Eurasia member
countries are pursuing, barter trade can be
pursued more seriously because trading
parties can exchange goods and services
without the need to transfer currency.

Iran’s barter trade with other countries,
especially Russia, can cover a part of Iran’s
foreign exchange and is very effective in
diminishing the impact of US. sanctions
because the possibility of identifying Iran’s
business partners will weaken and the
country will no longer need dollar exchanges
and related financial infrastructure.

Arman-e-Melli: Farewell to
forever?

Arman-e-Melli wrote about whether the
nuclear agreement should be forgotten
and said: According to the latest IAEA
report, Iran has partially limited its growing
nuclear activities and there are new signs of
engagement.

The agency’s new report, which was
prepared to be presented to the Council
of Governors next week, spoke about the
reduction of Iran’s enriched uranium stock
by 60% by diluting a part of it. It does not
seem that the Board of Governors will have
a resolution against Iran on its agenda next
week.

These days, the West has many troubles in
Ukraine and the Middle East, and it probably
will not want to create another acute problem
for itself. In addition, Grossi’s trip to Iran is
also planned for next month.

However, following Trump’s withdrawal
from the JCPOA and the impossibility of
reaching an agreement with the Biden
administration to revive the JCPOA, this
agreement seems unattainable though it
may still not be completely ruled out.

Anyway, it is possible that if no agreement
is reached to revive the JCPOA, Westerners
will try to activate the trigger mechanism
and return to the previous Security Council

JCPOA

resolutions against Iran.

Shargh: 0Old and
sensitivities

In an interview with Najaf Mohammadi-
Rad, a senior analyst in the international
field, Shargh discussed the launch of the
Iranian satellite “PARS 1” through a Russian
launcher and wrote: Matthew Miller, the
spokesman for the U.S. Department of State,
indicated the launch of the Iranian satellite
“PARS 1” through the Russian Soyuz launcher.

He considered the deepening of the military
partnership between Iran and Russia and
said in an interventionist and non-diplomatic
statement that if Iran goes further and sells
ballistic missiles to Russia, | assure you the
response of the international community
will be swift and severe. Regardless of the
influence of the conditions of the war in
Ukraine as well as the unstable situation of
the West in supporting Kiev with weapons,
the nature of relations and cooperation
between Iran and Russia is sensitive for the
Westerners.

Iran’s military and defense relations with
any country are within Tehran’s political and
diplomatic authority and independence, and
no regional or extra-regional country has the
right to comment and interfere in this type of
Iran’s relations.

But Tehran’s actions, such as using the
Russian Soyuz launcher to send an Iranian
satellite, can provoke some sensitivities, and
Iran should be a little smarter than before in
its relations with Russia.

Siasat-e-Rooz: People finished work

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial
to Iran’s elections on Friday and said: As
everyone has seen during the past months, a
very heavy attack against Islamic Iran by the
media affiliated with the enemies has formed
to influence the election.

non-diplomatic

Cities and towns across the country
witnessed a large presence of people at the
ballot boxes, where the battleground was
between right and wrong, and this is enough
to prove this claim that the enemies tried to
reduce the participation rate to the lowest
level so that they could, after this incident,
implement their goals and plans.

This large volume of enemy propaganda
cannot be ignored because this large volume
of negative propaganda tried to influence the
public opinion of Iran and reduce the amount
of participation. The anger that can be seen
among the enemies now is the authority that
has prevented the influence of the enemies
from destroying Islamic Iran and has not
allowed a united and unified Iran to be
divided.

Iranian, Saudi ambassadors engage
in diplomatic dialogue

From page 1 » During the meeting, both
officials engaged in discussions on various
topics of mutual interest, reflecting the
ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral
relations.

The meeting, which took place at the
minister’s office, was attended by officials
from the Saudi Ministry of National Guard,
underscoring the importance both sides
place on constructive dialogue.

This meeting follows a series of diplomatic
engagements, including anotable interaction
earlier in February when an Iranian military
delegation paid a visit to Saudi Arabia.

The delegation participated in the
prestigious World Defense Show (WDS) 2024
in Riyadh.

Furthermore, Ambassador Enayati
highlighted  subsequent  talks  with
ambassadors from Egypt, Turkey, and Algeria
during the Riyadh defense exhibition, which
showcased cutting-edge advancements in
the defense industry from various nations.

Iran’s participation in the exhibition held
from February 4 to 8 was significant for
several reasons, including the potential for
strengthening defense ties between Tehran

and Riyadh, as well as showcasing Iran’s
latest military developments and promoting
its defense equipment.

The ongoing cooperation between
Riyadh and Tehran across various domains
underscores the shared commitment of
both sides to enhancing their relationship,
marking a positive step forward in their
diplomatic engagement.

Notably, the formal commencement of
military cooperation between Iran and Saudi
Arabia on November 30, 2023, marked a
pivotal moment after nearly a decade-long
hiatus.

The WDS 2024 witnessed participation
from 45 countries, represented by 750
booths and 115 delegations, showcasing the
latest military achievements. Among the
attendees, 23 countries, including Turkey,
participated for the first time, demonstrating
the event’s growing international stature.

Additionally, companies from Qatar,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Australia, Denmark,
Republic of Azerbaijan, Taiwan, Colombia,
Croatia, and Ethiopia made their inaugural
appearances at the exhibition, underscoring
its global reach.

Iran rejects role in Ukraine war

TEHRAN- The charge that Iran is
involved in the armed confrontation
between Russia and Ukraine was flatly
denied by Iran’s ambassador to the UN.

Saeed Iravani vehemently denied
the “unfounded allegations leveled
against the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the joint statements delivered by
the Permanent Representative and
the Foreign Minister of Ukraine” in a
letter to UN Security Council President
Yamazaki Kazuyuki on Friday.

Ukraine has falsely alleged that
Iran is giving wmilitary support
to the Russian Federation in the
Ukraine conflict, in violation of UNSC
Resolution 2231, according to the
[ranian envoy.

He went on to add, “The Islamic
Republic of Iran has constantly
taken a stance of impartiality since
the outset of the Ukraine conflict
and this principled position remains
unchanged. Furthermore, Iran has
consistently advocated for peace and
the immediate cessation of hostilities
in Ukraine and continues to do o

“Therefore, any claim regarding
Iran’s involvement in the sale, export,
or transfer of arms in contravention
of its international obligations and
UNSC Resolution 2231 is completely

unfounded and  categorically
rejected. Iran once more reaffirms
its  unwavering  commitment
to adhering to international

humanitarian law,” he stated.

Iravani further said, “I would
also like to take this opportunity
to reject the identical allegation
and inappropriate reference made
against my country in a joint
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statement delivered by Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania in connection
with the Security Council briefing on
10 January 2024 under the agenda
item entitled ‘Maintenance of peace

”

and security of Ukraine’

In addition, he urged the president
of the UNSC to distribute the letter
as a Security Council document.

Last year, he also reacted to
recent US. accusations against
Iran regarding the war in Ukraine,
describing them as “baseless”

In a letter to the United Nations
Security Council, Iravani said the
US. accusations against Iran are
unsubstantiated.

“Upon instructions from my
Government, |am writing inresponse
to the letter dated 11 September
2023, from the Permanent
Representatives of the United States
of America to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the
Security ~ Council  (5/2023/661),
wherein the United States, in
continuation of its repeated and
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baseless accusations and spread
of misinformation, has once again
attempted to level unsubstantiated
claims against the Islamic Republic
of Iran about the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine,” Iravani said in the letter.

He added, “We underscore
once more that the United States’
repeated and unjustified request to
the Secretariat to conduct the so-
called investigation into the alleged
violation of resolution 2231 lacks
a legal basis. Neither resolution
2231 nor the relevant Note by the
President of the Security Council
(S/2016/44) authorize such an
unlawful mandate. We reiterate
our call to the Secretariat of
the United Nations to diligently
fulfill its mandate, as outlined in
the note of the President of the
Security  Council  (S/2016/44).
Considering Article 100 of the
United Nations Charter, the UN
Secretariat must resist yielding to
the influence exerted by the United
States and certain member states
acting in bad faith and refrain

from legitimizing baseless and
politically motivated claims lacking
proper substantiation.”

Iran has long rejected any form
of military involvement in the
Ukraine war. Nevertheless, the
West continues to level accusations
against Iran in this regard.

Back in August 2023, a top Iranian
general told a military forum in Russia
that those who ignited and keep
exacerbating the Ukraine war should
reconsider their approach and know
that jeopardizing the security of others
can lead to unpredictable reactions.

“Those who triggered the Ukraine
warandthosewhoareexacerbating it
should reconsider their approaches,’
General Aziz Nasirzadeh, the deputy
chief of the joint staff of Iran’s armed
forces, said.

General Nasirzadeh, who led
an Iranian military delegation to
Moscow to participate in the Army
2023, stated that independent
countries that respect territorial
integrity should exchange views
on how to deal with the crises and
insecurities caused by the US. and
its allies.

He said the Ukraine war would
have long-term consequences for
the region and the larger world,
which was caused by the West's
extravagance and insistence to
maintain its hegemony.

The commander also said the fact
that the Zionist regime was founded
by Britain and supported by the US.
is another example of unilateralism
and organized oppression against a
nation.

Russia’s Strategic Moves to Dismantle American Imperialism

Dr. Mohammad Ali Senobari

In recent years,
geopolitical dynamics
have  underscored a

significant shift in the
balance of power and the
strategies employed by
global powers to assert their
influence and manage conflicts. At the heart
of this transformation is the deleterious role
the United States has played in perpetuating
conflicts, coupled with its tendency towards
moral and political decline, which is projected
to precipitate the dismantling of American
hegemony and imperialism in the foreseeable
future. Meanwhile, Russia, under the leadership
of Putin, is progressively positioning itself to
challenge this paradigm, advocating for a new
world order in which the United States, Israel, and
their allies are marginalized.

The situation in Gaza has emerged as a focal
point of international scrutiny, with the United
States and Russia adopting divergent stances. The
United States has encountered criticism foritsrole
in obstructing efforts to establish a humanitarian
truce, whereas Russia has asserted itself as a
proponent of ceasefire initiatives, repeatedly
proposing draft resolutions aimed at terminating
the aggression against Gaza. Nonetheless,
these endeavors have been met with American
opposition and the unethical employment of its
veto power to support the Israeli offensive. This
stance has contributed to the political isolation
of the United States and Israel in the context of
Gaza, as a vast majority has supported ceasefire
resolutions, while the United States has singularly
thwarted three resolutions through its veto
authority. This distinction transcends mere
rhetoric, reflecting a deeper divergence in conflict
resolution methodologies, with historical evidence

pointing to a persistent American inclination
towards exacerbating crimes, prolonging wars,
and intensifying conflicts.

The United States has exercised its veto power in
the Security Council a total of 89 times since 1945.
This veto power has functioned as an American
strategy to protect Israel, with the United States
using it on more than 46 occasions (over 50%) to
defend Israel and endorse its crimes in the United
Nations. The first instance of the United States using
itsveto powerinfavorof Israel occurred in September
1972, when it vetoed a resolution that demanded
Israel cease its aggression in Lebanon. Subsequently,
the United States has recurrently employed its veto
to block resolutions criticizing Israel. Between 1982
and 1990, the United States used its veto power to
support Israel 21times. Since 2001, the veto has been
used in Israel’s favor 17 times.

The resolutions thwarted by the United States
predominantly aimed to establish a peace
framework for the protracted Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, insisted on Israel's compliance with
international laws, advocated for the self-
determination of the Palestinian state, condemned
Israel for displacing Palestinians and constructing
settlements in occupied Palestinian territories,
and addressed issues concerning the cessation
of aggression. This includes occupying southern
Lebanon and rejecting the occupation of the Syrian
Golan region.

The utilization of its veto power by the United
States in the Security Council to impede ceasefire
calls is perceived as a hindrance to peace efforts.
In contrast, Russia’s endorsement of halting
hostilities aligns with its comprehensive appeal
to resolve the Palestinian issue. Unlike the
American-European stance, Russian President
Vladimir Putin did not denounce the Hamas attack
on October 7, understanding it as a last resort for

Hamas following Israel and the United States’
attempts to dismiss the Palestinian cause and
Israel’s repeated transgressions in Jerusalem, the
Al-Agsa Mosque, and the West Bank.

Putin has also personally endeavored to host
Palestinian factions in Russia repeatedly. The
most recent effort was Russia’'s invitation to
various Palestinian factions (Hamas, Fatah, and
Islamic lJihad) for an inter-Palestinian dialogue
aimed at achieving historical reconciliation. It
appears the Palestinian parties have expressed
their willingness to engage in dialogue in response
to Russia’s invitation at the end of this month,
trusting President Putin and Russia to play a
crucial and significant role. Conversely, the United
States has consistently sought to exacerbate
Palestinian internal divisions, evidenced by the
U.S. House of Representatives passing legislation
to expand the prohibition on the entry of Palestine
Liberation Organization officials into the United
States, as well as members of the Hamas and
Islamic Jihad movements.

Regarding the transformation of humanitarian
aid into a tool of American coercion, it is critical
to note that the United States has chosen to
collectively punish the Palestinian people. This
punitive American strategy is primarily evident
through the cessation of financial contributions
to UNRWA. Furthermore, the United States has
exerted considerable pressure on European
nations, encouraging them to cease their
financial support. This action by the United States
generates significant concern, as it adversely
affects UNRWA's capability to deliver essential
services and support to Palestinian refugees.
Additionally, the stringent measures adopted by
the United States are predicated on a series of
unfounded accusations against UNRWA.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iranian Army Chief commends forces for securing land, air, sea
borders during elections

TEHRAN - The chief commander
of the Iranian Army expressed
gratitude towards the coordinated
efforts of the Iranian Ground, Navy,
and Aerial forces, alongside defense
chiefs, in ensuring the smooth
conduct of Iran’s March 1 elections.

During a meeting held on
Saturday, Major General Abdolrahim
Mousavi extended his appreciation
to all national organizations
and institutions for their role in
maintaining security during the
pivotal electoral process.

He specifically commended the
diligent and vigilant presence of
commanders and soldiers, whose
round-the-clock  efforts  were
instrumental in upholding security
measures.

Furthermore, ~ Major ~ General
Mousavi acknowledged  the
proactive measures taken by border
commanders in safeguarding Iran’s
territorial integrity in the lead-up to
the elections.

In addition, he lauded the
Iranian Army’s support for election
headquarters, highlighting  the
logistical feat of airlifting ballot
boxes to remote and inaccessible
regions.

General Mousavi emphasized that
the March 1 elections, conducted
amidst various challenges and
external provocations, stand as
a testament to the unwavering
commitment of the Iranian
people and the relentless efforts
of intelligence, security, law
enforcement, and military forces.

This concerted effort, he noted,
not only ensured the satisfaction
of Iran’s allies but also served as a
source of astonishment for foreign
observers while thwarting vyet
another nefarious conspiracy by
adversaries.

Earlier on Thursday, Brigadier
General Yousef Ghorbani, commander
of the Iranian Army Aviation, affirmed
the force’s preparedness to support
the upcoming elections by facilitating
the transportation of ballot boxes to
hard-to-reach regions.

In a statement issued on Thursday,
General Ghorbani reiterated the
Iranian Army Aviation’s unwavering
commitment to providing essential
services to ensure the smooth
conduct of elections.

Highlighting  the  designated
responsibilities of the Iranian
Army Aviation, General Ghorbani
emphasized that the force has
allocated several helicopters to
assist in the electoral process.

Closing his remarks, General
Ghorbani underscored the
longstanding dedication of the
[ranian Army Aviation to serving
both the public and the government.

In addition to its core defense
and security duties, he highlighted
the force’s vital role in supporting
government agencies across various
domains, including elections, search
and rescue operations, disaster
relief efforts, and addressing the
aftermath of natural disasters such
as floods and earthquakes.



TEHRAN - Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, currently in Algeria
for the 7th meeting of the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF),
has warned that those remaining
silent about the Gaza situation
today will inevitably face severe
consequences tomorrow.

“Currently, Palestine stands as
the moral compass for humanity,
ethics, and the conscience of the
global community,” asserted Raisi
during his speech at the forum.

He prioritized discussing critical
issues related to Palestine, the
Islamic  world, and humanity,
highlighting the Western hegemonic
system’s current weakened state,
built upon the colonization of nations
and relying on the oppressor-
oppressed dynamic for survival.

Drawing examples, he noted
that resilient nations like Algeria
managed to free themselves
from oppressive burdens through
resistance and sacrifice. However,
certain  nations, including the
oppressed Palestinians, still bear
the weight of this burden on their
shoulders.

Raisi underscored the undeniable
reality that the establishment of
the Zionist regime was a colonial
project aimed at preserving
Western dominance and influence
in the region. He observed that the
steadfastness of the Palestinian
people has led to the slow
crumbling of the Israeli regime, with
irreversible blows to its structure.
Raisi  emphasized  everyone’s
responsibility to support this
oppressed and resilient nation in
every conceivable way.

Raisi highlighted that the current
conflict represents a clash between
the axis of tyranny and the axis of
dignity. He explained, “On one side,
there's a military force eagerly
anticipating more potent weapons
and bombs from the United States,
while on the other side, children long
for a mere morsel of bread.”

Raisi prioritizes Palestinian plight during GECF speech

Gaza a moral compass for humanity

He pointed out that those opting
for silence today will undoubtedly

endure  harsh  repercussions
tomorrow.

Emphasizing the current role of
Palestine as the moral compass
for humanity, Raisi cited official
statistics detailing over 30,000
women and children martyred
by Zionist terrorists. Additionally,
thousands remain trapped under
rubble for months due to relentless
bombardment,  denying  any
opportunity to recover their bodies.

Raisi continued, stating that
hundreds of thousands of women
and children are on the verge of
death due to malnutrition and
disease, with the United States’
policies pushing Gaza to the brink of
afamine.

“Today, the global cry for justice
in support of the Palestinians
resounds from Latin America to
Africa and Europe,” declared Raisi.

He concluded by referencing
the Al-Rasheed Street food aid
massacre, whereby the Israeli troops
opened fire on hundreds waiting for
food aid southwest of Gaza City. Raisi
noted, “The tragedy of the deliberate
massacre of dozens of innocent and
hungry people, who had gathered
to procure food but were ruthlessly
slaughtered by the terrorist Israeli
army, is unbearable and demands a
robust and international response.”
More than 100 Palestinians have
been killed and some 700 others

wounded in this incident, Gaza's
health officials say, as the besieged
enclave faces an unprecedented
hunger crisis.

Raisi discusses recent Gaza
developments with Emir of Qatar

During the visit, the Iranian chief
executive held a meeting with Emir
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani.Inthismeeting, Raisidiscussed
the depth of relations between the
two countries, emphasizing the
swift implementation of existing
agreements as a crucial step for
the unprecedented development of
Tehran-Doha relations.

While condemning the Zionist
regime’s atrocities in Gaza, Raisi
criticized the inaction of some
Islamic  countries towards the
crimes committed by the Zionists.
He highlighted the lack of effective
actions to stop Zionist crimes in
Gaza since the emergency meeting
of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in Riyadh. He lamented
that despite the ongoing atrocities,
economic relationships between
some regional governments and the
Zionist regime persist.

Raisi regarded economic relations
with the Zionist regime as financial
support for this regime, predicting
that the consequences of these
governments’  actions  would
eventually catch up with them.
He added that these events are
occurring while the United States
and the Zionist regime, in their quest

to continue their crimes, are buying
time.

Emir of Qatar, on his part,
highlighted that the relations
between the two countries are at
their peak, considering this level
of relations an honor for the Qatari
side. While elaborating on the latest
developments in the region, he
emphasized that the massacre of
innocent people in Gaza, who werein
line to receive humanitarian aid, will
never be forgotten in the collective
memory of the world’s people.

Since the inception of the war on
October 7, Israeli aggression on the
Gaza Strip has resulted in the death
of more than 30,000 Palestinians,
with a majority being women and
children. Another 70,457 individuals
have been wounded, and many
bodies remain trapped under
rubble.  Approximately 576,000
people, about a quarter of Gaza’'s
population, are now “one step away
from famine,” according to the UN
humanitarian affairs chief.

Heading a high-ranking politico-
economic delegation, Raisi departed
Tehran for Algiers in the early
hours of Saturday to attend the 7th
meeting of the leaders of the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF).

Raisi’s trip marks the fourth visit
of Iranian presidents to the North
African country, taking place with a
gap of about 14 years after former
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
visitin 2010.

The GECF, established in 2008
based on an initial proposal by Iran
as one of the world’s largest holders
of natural gas reserves, consists of
13 permanent members and seven
observers.

Raisi’s trip occurs  against
the backdrop of Iran’s efforts to
strengthen relations with North
African countries, including Sudan,
with which Iran had strained relations
in recent years, and with Egypt, a
country that has had no diplomatic
relations with Iran since 1979.

Iranian election results: shift towards

independent candidates

Notably, Mahmoud Nabavian, a cleric and
incumbent MP, has emerged as the top vote-
getter. The 58-year-old is believed to be a
conservative politician.

Tehran's election outcomes also reveal the
election of new faces to Parliament. Among them,
35-year-old Ph.D. holder and former political show
anchor, Amir Hossein Sabeti, secured the third-
highest number of votes in the capital.

During this election cycle, some prominent
figures, such as Mohammad Bagher Nobakht, a
key reformist candidate and former vice president,
faced voter disapproval. Nobakht was not chosen
as arepresentative by the people in his hometown
Rasht. Analysts believe Nobakht's tenure as the
head of the Plan and Budget Organization from
2016 to 2021 which drew significant criticism was
the main reason for his lack of success.

Apart from casting votes for the 290-seat
parliament, Iranians also elected the 88 members

for the Assembly of Experts. President Ebrahim
Raisi achieved a decisive victory in South Khorasan
Province, securing over 80% of the votes. This win
establishes a new record for the candidate with
the highest number of votes in the Assembly of
Experts.

Iranians disappointed enemies

Iran’s president has thanked the Iranian people
for disappointing enemies and showing up at
the ballot box on Friday in a glorious display of
national unity.

Raisi made the remarks in a letter addressed to
the people of Iran on Saturday.

“People showed up and said ‘No’ to global
arrogance. This was a defeat for anti-human
forces who tried to wreak havoc in our country
through various seditions last year,” the president
wrote.

Figures show that over 25 million people cast
their votes on March 1, meaning over 40% of
eligible voters decided to take part in the election.
The 2020 legislative elections had the same
turnout rates.

“The ill-wishers of our beloved country had
mobilized all their power to make the March 1
vote lackluster]” Raisi added, pointing out how
vast Western propaganda campaigns tried to
discourage people from exercising their voting
rights weeks before the election.

The Iranian Parliament Speaker has also

appreciated the impressive turnout of Iranians
from all walks of life in the parliamentary and
Assembly of Experts elections.

In a message on Saturday, the speaker applauds
the widespread participation of the people which
can preserve Iran’s deterrence power against
political, economic, and even military pressures
from enemies.

“It is my duty to humbly thank the beloved
and responsible people of the Islamic Republic of
Iran who, with their extensive participation in the
elections, have preserved the deterrence power of
our country Iran against political, economic, and
even military pressures from enemies,” he added.

Ghalibaf mentioned in this message that
“the value of this presence becomes clear when
we note that this participation has been under
economic pressures and various cognitive warfare
methods by the enemy to reduce participation.”

Hefurther stated that Iranians have participated
in the elections with exemplary enthusiasm and
sacrifice, based on their belief in the principles of
the Islamic establishment.

“The high turnout of the Iranian nation sent a
great message to foes that they support such a
divine Revolution,” Ghalibaf continued.

The parliament speaker also emphasized
that “it is our duty as officials to recognize such
susceptibilities and then do our best to solve
people’s problems.”

Iran ranks 14th in ‘Global Firepower’ report

on strongest armies

score indicating the highest military
performance.

TEHRAN - In a recent report,
“Global Firepower] a specialized

Conversely,
The leading four

according to the
website, Israel maintains an edge

Iran has developed an ascendant
military industry in the past decades.

military ranking website assessing
145 countries based on over 60
indices, has positioned Iran at the
14th spot.

The top-tier rankings are
dominated by the United States,
Russia, China, India, South Korea, the
UK, Japan, Turkey, Pakistan, and Italy.

This ranking considers various
factors such as military unit
quantities, economic capabilities,
logistic capabilities, and geographical
factors. Iran’s military power index
is computed at 0.2269, with a zero-

countries boast power indices of
0.0699, 0.0702, 0.0706, and 0.1023,
respectively.

Trailing Iran in the rankings are

Egypt, Australia, Israel, Ukraine,
Germany, and Spain, securing
positions 15 to 20.

A detailed analysis of Iran and
Israel's military prowess on the
Global Firepower website reveals
Iran’s dominance in human power,
land power, naval power, natural
resources, financial resources, and
logistics.

exclusively in terms of air power
and geography over Iran. The recent
decline in Israel’s ranking from 11th
to 17th has drawn criticism from the
Israeli think tank “The Institute for
National Security Studies (INSS)
attributing it to a reduction in the
Israeli army’s budget and increased
arming of neighboring countries.

Despite imposed sanctions, the
institute noted that Iran’s military
strength has concurrently risen,
enabling Tehran to secure a superior
position compared to Israel.

The country owns different types of
precision-guided missiles, drones,
and defense systems, all domestically
produced. It has reportedly also
turned into an arms supplier for
countries across Asia, Europe, and
Africa.

[ranian military experts and
engineers have made remarkable
breakthroughs in manufacturing a
broad range of indigenous equipment
in recent years, contributing to the
armed forces’ self-sufficiency.

Kapogianni wants
to remain Iran’s
women’s basketball
coach: official

TEHRAN - Iran basketball federation vice-
president Fattaneh Malek says that Greek head
coach Eleni Kapogianni has shown interest in
cooperation with Iran’s women’s team.

Under Kapogianni’s leadership, Iran’s Women'’s
National Basketball Team reached the final of
the Asian Championship in Division B, where
Team Melli suffered a narrow 55-54 loss against
Indonesia and failed to advance to Division A.

After winning back-to-back Greek Women's
Basketball ~League  Championships  with
Panathinaikos Women'’s team, 54-year-old head
coach Kapogianni took charge of Iran in May 2023.

Kapogianni had a contract with the Iranian
Basketball Federation for about three months
which ended in August 2023 and he was supposed
to Iran in February to sign a new contract but has
yet to travel to Tehran, however the Iranian top
official said that she wants to sign a new deal
with Team Melli.

Jahanbakhsh may
miss Turkmenistan’s
match in 2026 World
Cup qualifier

TEHRAN - Alireza Jahanbakhsh may miss
the 2026 World Cup qualifying match against
Turkmenistan.

Team Melli are scheduled to host Turkmenistan
on March 21 and play the team five days later at
the Ashgabat Stadium.

Jahanbakhsh has suffered a hamstring injury
and will be sidelined for a month.

He missed the match against Groningen, where
Feyenoord won the match 2-1.

Jahanbakhsh was a key member of Iran
national football team in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup
and scored two goals against Japan and Qatar.

Aliakbari victorious
over Bhullar in ONE
166 Clash

TEHRAN - Former heavyweight champion Arjan
Bhullar was disqualified for persistent avoidance
against Amir Aliakbari, marking a controversial
moment in MMA.

In a stunning turn of events at ONE
Championship 166,  Bhullar  faced an
unprecedented disqualification in his bout against
Greco-Roman Wrestling champion Amir Aliakbari.

The disqualification, officiated by renowned
referee Herb Dean, culminated from Bhullar’s
persistent avoidance of engagement throughout
the fight, marking a rare occurrence in
professional mixed martial arts.

Bhullar, stepping into the cage with hopes of
a title eliminator, adopted a strategy that saw
him consistently moving backward, engaging
minimally with his opponent. This approach led
to several warnings from Dean, which Bhullar
seemingly disregarded. The situation escalated
in the second round with Dean issuing two yellow
cards for stalling, a penalty that not only serves
as awarning but also impacts the fighter’s purse.
Bhullar’s reluctance to engage ultimately forced
Dean’s hand, leading to a red card and immediate
disqualification with just 45 seconds left in the
final round.

Mehdi Taremi
still undergoing
treatment

TEHRAN - Mehdi Taremi is still undergoing
treatment a day before the match against Benfica.

Iranian  international  footballer  Taremi
continues to undergo “treatment” for an injury, a
day away from the vital match in the 24th round
of the Portugal league.

Taremi is recovering from an injury to the
adductor of his right thigh, having played his last
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game for the ‘dragons’ in the defeat in Arouca (3-
2), where he entered in the 68th minute.

FC Porto returned to training this Friday, one
day after qualifying for the semi-finals of the
Portuguese Cup, after beating Santa Clara 2-1in
the Azores.

FC Porto sits third placed with 49 points, while
Benfica leads the table with 58 points.

Iran ranks second
in Int’l Army Games
held in Bangladesh

TEHRAN - The military team of Iran ranked
second in the recurve bow category of the 2024
International Army Games held in Bangladesh.

Sadegh Ashrafi, Mohammad-Hossein Golshani,
and Reza Shabanirepresented Iran’s military
team in the sporting event.

Following South Korea, Iran has ranked second
and gained a silver medal in the recurve bow
category of the tournament.

Previously in the games, Iran emerged
victorious against rivals from Sri Lanka (6-0) and
Russia (6-2) to reach the final.

In the final round, Iran was defeated by South
Korea 4-5 and gained the silver medal.

Aminzadeh bags
gold at Fazza Dubai
2024 World Cup

TEHRAN - Ahmad Aminzadeh of Iran won a gold
medal with a record-breaking lift at the Fazza
World Cup on Saturday.

Aminzadeh triumphed in the +107 kg category,
securing a gold medal with a record-breaking of
267kg lift. This victory not only places Aminzadeh
at the forefront of his category but also solidifies
his qualification for the 2024 Paralympic Games
in Paris. His teammate, Mehdi Sayadi, despite
a strong performance, narrowly missed the
podium, finishing fourth with 231ke.

The Fazza World Cup, a pivotal event in the
para powerlifting calendar, has attracted 183
powerlifters from 32 countries, showcasing the
high level of competition and the international
prestige of the event. This year’s competition not
only provided a platform for athletes to showcase
their abilities but also served as a crucial qualifier
for the upcoming Paralympic Games.

Earlier in the day, Mohsen Bakhtiar of Iran won
a gold medal in the men’s up to 59kg with a 196kg
lift.

The championships, which started on
Wednesday, will continue until Mar. 6 in Dubai, the
UAE.

The Iranian team’s performance at the Fazza
World Cup signals a promising outlook for the
country’s prospects at the Paris 2024 Paralympic
Games. With athletes like Aminzadeh leading the
charge, Iran is poised to be a formidable contender
in the para powerlifting events. The success of
Iranian athletes in this competition reflects the
dedication and hard work of the team, as well as
the strong support system backing these para-
athletes.

The Fazza World Cup not only highlights
the achievements of individual athletes like
Aminzadeh but also underscores the growing
global recognition of para sports. As these
athletes prepare for the Paris 2024 Paralympic
Games, their achievements serve as a testament
to the resilience and strength of the human
spirit. The road to Paris will be filled with
challenges and triumphs, but with their recent
successes, Aminzadeh and his fellow teammates
have demonstrated that they are ready to face
whatever comes their way.

The Fazza 13th Para Powerlifting 2024 World
Cup has once again brought to light the incredible
talent and determination of para-athletes
from around the world. As athletes like Ahmad
Aminzadeh set their sights on the Paris 2024
Paralympic Games, their journey continues to
inspire and captivate audiences worldwide. The
spirit of competition and the pursuit of excellence
that defines the Fazza World Cup are a beacon
of hope and motivation for all, highlighting
the unyielding power of the human spirit in
overcoming adversity.
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TEHRAN - Iran’s major industries are
currently constructing power plants with
a total capacity of 17122 megawatts (MW)
across the country to meet their electricity
demands, IRNA reported.

According to the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), of the mentioned
figure, 12,500 MW is being constructed by
the steel industry, 2,000 MW is the share
of the aluminum sector, 950 MW by the
copper industry and 1,560 MW is for other
industries.

Back in 2021, the Iranian Energy Ministry
announced a program based on which the
country’s major industries would construct
power plants with a total capacity of
10,000 MW across the country to meet their
electricity demand during peak consumption
periods.

Later in November of that year, Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian announced
that the construction of 10,000 MW capacity
power plants was started by various industrial
sectors, saying: “Four major industries have
started their work in the field of power plant
construction.

Based on the contract concluded with
these industries, the said industries will not
be provided with electricity from the national
grid if they cannot deliver the power plants
based on the specified schedule”

After the primary agreement, however,
more sectors stepped up to be included in
the program and the initial figure has now
exceeded 17,000 MW.

The nominal capacity of Iran’s power plants

Power plants with 17,122MW capacity
under construction by industrial sector

|

has reached 92,055 MW, according to the
latest data released by Iran Grid Management

Company (IGMC).

The IGMC data for the 10th Iranian calendar
month (ended on January 20) indicate that
the country’s power generation capacity has
increased by 1.4 percent compared to the
previous year.

As reported, the capacity of the country’s
gas power plants, which account for
25.3 percent of the country’s total power
generation capacity, also increased by 3.1
percent to 23,330 MW in the current year.

The total capacity of renewable power
plants also increased by 20 percent compared
to the previous year, reaching 1,120 MW.

Most of Iran’s power generation capacity is
supplied by thermal power plants. Currently,
combined cycle power plants account for the
biggest share of the country’s total power
generation capacity followed by gas power
plants.

The total capacity of the country’s thermal
power plants stands at over 75,000 MW,
according to the Thermal Power Plant Holding
(TPPH).

Increasing the country’s power generation
capacity and preventing blackouts during
peak consumption periods have been among
the Iranian Energy Ministry’s top priorities
since the current government administration
took office in 2021.

In August 2021, Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian announced that his wministry
was planning to boost the country’s power
generation capacity by 35000 MW over the
next four years.

INTA eases guarantee regulations to
facilitate imports of machinery

TEHRAN - The head of the Iranian National
Tax Administration (INTA) has announced the
possibility of using guarantee checks instead
of bank guarantees to submit to customs for
the import of machinery and production line
equipment.

“The country’s tax affairs organization has
made it possible to replace the guarantee
check with bank guarantees submitted to
customs for the import of machinery and
production line equipment,” Hadi Sobhanian
wrote on his social media on Friday.

Production of iron ore concentrate rises
7% in 10 months on year

TEHRAN- The production of iron ore
concentrate in Iran increased by seven
percent in the first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023-January
20, 2024), as compared to the same period in
the past year, according to the data released
by the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO).

As IMIDRO reported, 42,509,905 tons of
iron ore concentrate was produced in the
first 10 months of this year, while the figure

was 39,552,744 tons in the same period of the
previous year.

Iron ore concentrate is an output product
from processed iron ores that have been
milled (crush, grind, magnetic separation,
flotation) to separate deleterious elements
and produce a high-quality product.

Iron ore concentrates are deep beneficiated
iron ore products, used for sintering and
blast furnace production, as well as pellet
production.

Iran ready to provide vocational
training for Omani workforce

TEHRAN - Iran is ready to provide technical
and vocational training for 1,000 Omani
workers, the head of Iran’s Technical and
Vocational Training Organization said.

Speaking in a meeting with Oman’s
minister of labor and social affairs in Tehran,
Mehrdad Azimi said the country has the
capacity to run vocational training courses
for 1,000 Omani labor forces, Mehr News
Agency reported.

Azimi noted that Iran is also prepared to
dispatch technical and vocational instructors
to Oman.

More than 4.5 million people have taken
part in the public and private centers of Iran
to receive technical and vocational training, he
added.

Presently, trainees from seven African
countries are taking training courses in Iran,
Azimi said.

In August 2022, Iran unveiled plans for
a new chapter in technical and vocational
interaction with Tajikistan and launched joint
educational programs with the Central Asian
state.

Oji calls for de-politicization of
energy market at 7th GECF Summit

From page 1 » “The regional
developments in the last two
years have shown that natural
gas and its international trade
are still considered a vital factor
in the energy security of the
human societies of the world,
and despite the steps taken to
achieve environmental goals and
liberalization of energy markets,
whenever global energy security is
jeopardized, energy policymakers
give priority to ensuring their
country’s energy security over
other goals,” he added.

The official further criticized
the stance of the international
community against world powers
regarding politicization of the
energy market, noting: “We have
all witnessed that the European
Union, which has always been the
pioneer of energy liberalization
policies and has emphasized the
deregulation of the oil and gas
markets in the past decades;
when faced with a gas shortage
crisis  turmed to non-market
policies such as price ceilings, and
prevented the full functioning of
the market mechanism.”

He then underlined the rising

demand for natural gas across
the globe, saying: “According to

the forecasts stipulated in the
Outlook of the GECF, the demand
for natural gas will increase by 36
percent by 2050, and by 2025, the
share of natural gas in the world’s
energy mix is expected to exceed
that of coal, and by 2040 natural
gas along with renewables may
improve air quality is to become
the main source of energy in the
world. Replacing traditional fuels,
and could provide a possible and
cost-effective path for energy
transition”

“Development of the gas
industry in the world and the
realization of the security of
supply and demand of natural
gas in the global markets require

i

world peace and de-politicization
of energy trade. Based on this,
geopolitical tensions and the
application of any unilateral or
multilateral sanctions are in
contradiction with the principles
and standards of international law
and jeopardize the energy security
of societies. It is worth mentioning
that ordinary people especially
those in developing countries are
the victims of jeopardizing energy
security,” he stressed.

Emphasizing the prominent role
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the world’s gas market, Oji said:
“The Islamic Republic of Iran, as
one of the world’s largest holders
of proven natural gas reserves,

and a top operator of natural
gas distribution networks in the
world, expresses its readiness for
any cooperation in the fields of
exploration, drilling, development,
exploitation and distribution of
natural gas.”

Iran’s Research Institute of
Petroleum Industry wins GECF
award

During the GECF summit, Iran’s
Research Institute of Petroleum
Industry (RIPI) was awarded
for doing unique research into
flare gas collection and putting
the research into practice on
the sidelines GECF Summit.Azim
Kalantari-Asl, the RIPI head,
received the GECF Award for Long-
Term Commitment to Natural
Gas in 2024, during a ceremony
attended by Oji.

Iran to host 26th GECF
Ministerial Meeting in 2024

Also during the Extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting of the 7th GECF
Summit a decision was made for
Tehran to be host to the 26th GECF
Ministerial Meeting in late 2024.

[ran will also host the 8th
Gas Exporting Countries Forum
Summit of Heads of State and
Government in 2027.

Thermal power plants’ generation capacity exceeds 75,000 MW

TEHRAN - Iran’s thermal power plants’
electricity generation capacity has exceeded
75,000 megawatts (MW), an official with
the country’s Thermal Power Plants Holding
Company (TPPH) announced.

Hadi Modaghegh, the head of the company’s
Macro Planning Department, said there are
currently 624 thermal units active in 142
power plants across the country, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

Mentioning the inauguration of a thermal
power plant unit in Khorasan Razavi Province,
Modaghegh said with the inauguration of the
mentioned unit, the country’s private sector
is now accounting for 68 percent of the total
power generation by thermal power plants.

Increasing the country’s power generation

TEHRAN - The trade exchanges between
Iran and Turkey in January reached $501
million, showing a two percent increase
compared to the same month last year.

According to the latest figures released by
the Turkish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT),
Iran’s trade with the neighboring country
stood at $493 million in January 2023, Tasnim
News Agency reported.

According to TURKSTAT, Turkey’s exports
to Iran in the mentioned month reached
$324 million, recording a 35 percent increase
compared to last year’s corresponding period.

Turkey exported over $240 million worth of
products to the Islamic Republic in the first
month of 2023.

capacity and preventing blackouts during
peak consumption periods have been among
the Energy Ministry’s top priorities since the
current government administration took
office in August 2021.

Earlier this year, Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian announced that his ministry
was planning to boost the country’s power
generation capacity by 35000 MW over the
next four years.

The mentioned figure would be achieved
through the construction of thermal power
plants with 15,000 MW of capacity, renewable
power plants with a capacity of 10,000 MW
by the public and private sectors, and the
construction of new power plants with 10,000
megawatts capacity by large industries,

Turkey’s imports from Iran however
registered a 30 percent decline and fell from
$253 million in January 2023 to $177 million in
the first month of 2024.

The trade exchange between Iran and
Turkey stood at $5.490 billion in 2023 with a
decrease of 14 percent.

Based on the data previously released by the
Turkish Statistical Institute, the value of Iran’s
exports to Turkey increased by 19 percent to
reach $3.35 billion in 2022.

Turkey had imported over $2.82 billion
worth of commodities from the Islamic
Republic in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data, Iran’s imports
from the country also marked an 11-percent
rise to hit $3.07 billion in the past year, in
comparison with 2021, when the figure was
$2.77 billion.

According to the Turkish Statistical Institute,
the trade between the two countries registered
a15-percent rise in 2022 compared to 2021.

The value of trade between the two
neighbors reached $6.42 billion in 2022,
while the figure stood at $5.59 billion in the
preceding year.

according to the minister.

Over the past decade, constant temperature
rises and the significant decrease in rainfalls
across Iran have put the country in a hard
situation regarding electricity supply during
peak consumption periods.

In this regard, the Energy Ministry has been
following new programs to meet the country’s
power demand during peak periods and to
prevent outages.

Constructing new units in the country’s
power plants and also building new power
plants for major industries are among the
mentioned programs that are being pursued
seriously by the ministry in collaboration with
other related government entities.

Irn-Turkey trade surpasses $500m in January

Iran’s trade balance with Turkey was $280
million positive in favor of Iran in the past year.

Last July, Iran, and Turkey discussed ways
of expanding economic relations along with
political ties at the Turkish-Iranian High-Level
Cooperation Council in Tehran.

During the meeting, which was co-chaired
by Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the two sides
negotiated the extension of the gas export
contract between the two sides for the next
25 years.

In the meeting, President Raisi noted that
the Islamic Republic of Iran is determined to
expand economic relations with neighboring
countries.

The president also evaluated Tehran-Ankara
ties as positive and progressive, saying that
the two countries should pursue appropriate
policies to move towards increasing their
annual trade exchanges to $30 billion.

On the sidelines of the mentioned meeting,
Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian
also held talks with Turkish Minister of Energy
and Natural Resources Fatih Dunmez in which
the two sides exchanged views on cooperation
in energy fields.

TEDPIX gains 31,000 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 31,782 points to
2,086,609 on Saturday, which is the first day of
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The spokesman of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO) has said the entity is
implementing 10 supervisory programs to ensure
transparency and psychological security in the
stock market.

“In order to promote healthy transactions
and induce mental peace in the capital market,
supervisory programs of the SEO will be followed
around 10 major axes,” Amir-Mehdi Sabaei said.

The first measure is to grade market violations

based on their severity and take regulatory
actions, such as issuing systemic notice and
administrative warnings, restricting online access,
filing violations, and reporting crimes to higher
authorities, Sabaei said.

The second program is to develop an intelligent
system for sending automatic monitoring alerts
to violators, the official noted.

Periodical and regular publication of carried out
supervisory measures, publication of the names of
the violators after the issuance of final warning,
according to the relevant regulations, controlling
the stock exchange regulatory measures on a
regular basis, intensification of the penalties for
criminal and seductive activities in cyberspace,
promoting education, culture, and information to
facilitate the recognition of crimes and violations,
determining the examples of market manipulation,
and holding regular meetings with market
participants in order to receive suggestions and

criticisms are also among other programs that
SEQ is taking.

The Iranian government has been taking new
measures to restore shareholders’ trust in the
stock market and help the market thrive again.

In this regard, over the past two years, the
government has been following 16 practical
and important measures in order to reform the
structure of the stock market.

Reducing inflation, changing the fluctuation
range of the market to seven percent in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on March
20), helping the Securitas and Stock Exchange
Organization (SEQ) and the Finance and Economic
Affairs Ministry to facilitate obtaining loans by
pledging the person’s stock portfolio, requiring
the stock market companies to pay dividends
through Sejam System, and helping investors in
the housing market were among the mentioned
measures.



From page 1 » But Palestinians
rejected Israel’s claim as baseless,
accusing the regime of committing
a “heinous massacre”.

The head of a Gaza City hospital
said more than 80% of those who
sustained injuries had been hit by
gunfire.

The UN later said many of the
people treated for injuries following
the tragic event suffered gunshot
wounds.

According to The New York Times,
eyewitnesses said Israeli tanks and
other forces fired at the civilians
who were waiting for food such
as flour. Palestinian are referring
to Thursday’s massacre as “flour
atrocity”.

The Israeli brutal crime in the
Gaza City neighborhood drew global
backlash from many officials and
aid organizations.

The US., however, remains
defiant in the face of increasing calls
to condemn Israel for the massacre
and drop support for the regime’s
war in Gaza.

Quoting unnamed  American
officials, NBC Newssaid Biden
remains unwilling to fundamentally
shift his policy in support of Israel
by attaching conditions to military
assistance to the regime despite
growing pressure.

“Massive policy failure”

Amid the fallout of Thursday’s
massacre, UN warnings of famine
and Israel’s deliberate blocking of
food, water and other essentials to
the Gaza Strip, the US. has tried to
go on a charm offensive with the
Palestinians.

On Friday, Biden pointed to the
massacre and said Washington

Political ploy

U.S. airdrops food into Gaza to divert attention from “flour atrocity”

would begin airdropping
humanitarian relief supplies into
Gaza.

“The loss of life is heartbreaking...
People are so desperate that
innocent people got caught in a
terrible war unable to feed their
families and you saw the response
when they tried to get aid in," the U.S
president said.

“And we need to do more and
the United States will do more”
Biden added. “In the coming days,
we are going to join with our friends
in Jordan and others in providing
airdrops of additional food and
supplies [into Gaza]”

France, Egypt, Jordan and the
UAE have already taken part in aid
airdrops to Gaza, which shows that
such operations are possible.

US. media also reported on
Saturday that Washington has
begun airdropping humanitarian
aid into Gaza. They said three US.
C-130s  dropped humanitarian
supplies over the city.

But, the White House’s motives

are different.

The Biden  administration’s
decision to airdrop food into Gaza is
aimed at covering up its reluctance
to use its leverage to force the
Israeli regime to allow the delivery
of food and end the war.

The US. can exert pressure on
Israel through the UN Security
Council. But it has vetoed three
resolutions that were aimed at
establishing a permanent ceasefire
in Gaza.

It also blocked Algeria’s request
to the council demanding the body
to issue a statement blaming Israel
for the Thursday massacre in the

Gaza City neighborhood.
Washington's  huge  military
supplies and strong political

support have emboldened Israel to
continue its war on Gaza. Israel’s
dependence on arms supplies is a
powerful leverage that Washington
has over Tel Aviv.

A former director of the
US. Agency for International
Development has thrown a

spotlight on Washington’s motives
to resort to the airdrop policy.

“Air drops are inefficient,
expensive, dangerous, and
only helpful when there are
no other delivery options. Air
drops are primarily for the Biden
administration’s benefit - to paper
over a massive policy failure,” Dave
Harden said on X.

The UK-based charity Oxfam also
made a blistering attack on the US.
over its announced plans.

“Oxfam does not support US.
airdrops to Gaza, which would
mostly serve to relieve the guilty
consciences of senior US. officials
whose policies are contributing to
the ongoing atrocities and risk of
famine in Gaza” Oxfam America’s
humanitarian policy lead said.

Scott Paul added, “While
Palestinians in Gaza have been
pushed to the absolute brink,
dropping a paltry, symbolic amount
of aid into Gaza with no plan for
its safe distribution would not
help and be deeply degrading to
Palestinians.”

White House National Security
Council spokesman John Kirby has
said American military cargo planes
will be used for aid airdrops.

But even big military cargo planes
can carry only a fraction of the aid
supplies that a truck convoy can
carry. Likewise, distributing and
securing aid dropped on the ground
is very difficult.

Hence, the U.S. decision to airdrop
aid into Gaza is doomed to fail
because it is just a political ploy
with the aim of easing pressure on
the Biden administration over its
backing of Israel’s brutal onslaught
in Gaza.

Israeli bombings kill 7 more captives in Gaza

Number of captives killed by Israeli airstrikes “may have exceeded 70"

From page 1 » Abu Ubaida underlined that
after several weeks of “thorough investigation
and verification”, the al-Qassam brigades
can “confirm the martyrdom of several of its
members along with the death of seven enemy
captives in the (unspecified) area as a result of
Zionist airstrikes”.

Three of the captives who have been killed
were identified as Chaim Ben Nechama, Yoram
Ben Miriam and Amiram Ben Sara.

Hamas says it will announce the names of the
other four fatalities once their identities have
been fully verified.

Abu Ubaida also revealed that the number of
captives killed as a result of the Israeli military’s
indiscriminate assault in the Gaza Strip may have
“exceeded 70"

He emphasized that while the Palestinian
resistance consistently tried its utmost to keep
the captives alive since October 7, this was in
direct contrast with “the deliberate intention”
of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
government “to kill its prisoners”.

“Throughout this time, we have sought to
preserve the lives of the prisoners. However, it is
evident that the enemy’s leadership deliberately
intends to eliminate this issue by killing its
captives.

The al-Qassam spokesman noted that Hamas
would exchange the same number of Israeli
captives for the equivalent number of Palestinian
prisoners if the captives are alive or dead because
of Israeli airstrikes on Gaza.

Following the publication of Abu Ubaida's

statement, the al-Qassam military media
shared a video clip of the captives alongside
three statements written in Arabic, English, and
Hebrew.

The footage was accompanied by phrases
addressed to the Israelis that stated, “We tried to
keep them alive, but Netanyahu insisted on killing
them. All 7 killed by your army’s weapons.”

The al-Qassam brigades also posted an
image on social media indicating that one of
the deceased captives was a close friend of
Netanyahu.

The image shows the Israeli prime minister
drawing a line across the picture of his “buddy”
Yoram Itak Metzger with a red marker.

“Netanyahu abandoned his buddies to face
their fate alone without saving them,” a caption
read in English.

The ongoing Israeli air and ground assault on
the Gaza Strip and attempts by the occupation to
infiltrate the enclave have left dozens of Israeli
captives dead.

There is strong evidence that the Palestinian
resistance has made huge sacrifices to ensure
the safety of the captives, yet the Israeli political
and military command has made intense efforts
to eliminate the captives after nearly five months
of failing to achieve the stated goal of recovering
them.

Some experts believe that this approach
comes in line with the Netanyahu government’s
attempts to lower the price it has to pay in
aprisoner exchange deal, which is expected to
eventually occur through indirect negotiations.

However, the strategy will not sit well on the
streets of Tel Aviv. There is a growing protest
movement demanding the overthrow of
Netanyahu, whom Israeli demonstrators blame
for the fate of the captives and Operation al-Agsa
Storm on October 7.

The protesters are demanding the
implementation of an immediate prisoner
exchange deal with Hamas, which they believe
will only occur with an end to the Israeli war on
Gaza that has so far killed more than 25,000
Palestinian women and children according to the
Pentagon.

The regime’s war on Gaza has also seen the
image of Tel Aviv has been strongly damaged in
the eyes of in the intermnational community.

Families and friends of the captives were set
to arrive in occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem) after
the conclusion of a four-day march in protest
to Netanyahu's handling of the war and his
government’s inability to “recover the hostages”
in the Gaza Strip.

According to Israeli media, the crowd was
expected to swell into the thousands in occupied
al-Quds on Saturday. It comes one week
after violent clashes erupted between Israeli
protesters and police in Tel Aviv over the same
issue.

More demonstrations are set to be held across
Israeli cities against the regime’s prime minister.
Organizers say protesters will once again
pour their anger on the streets of Tel Aviv and
elsewhere throughout the occupied Palestinian
territories.

Hezbollah’s skilled shooters humiliate the Zionist Air Force

From page 1 » Without a doubt,
the enemy’s leadership is suffering
from the immense crack in its
image of deterrence and prestige
that all the shameless American
and Western support have failed to
restore. Consequently, this means
that it will - once again - fail to
convince more than 100 herds of
colonial settlers to return to the
occupied Palestinian territories in
the north, as these occupiers have
lost a sense of security as their
“army” is no longer in the position of
dictating the equations.

The deranged Zionist reaction
- by encroaching on the Lebanese
interior, all the way to the vicinity of
the city of Baalbek — confirmed their
clear anxiety and their awareness of

the repercussions of the fall of the
so-called “strongest air force in the
Middle East,” which they consider to
be the pillar of the current battle, in
addition to the fact that the mission
of the “ZEK-Hermes 450" drone is to
carry out blatant assassinations in
Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, etc. as itis
characterized by a shortening of the
time period between intelligence
detection and operational targeting.

At a time when the enemy is
trying - through the field and
intimidating messages - to curb the
pro-resistance fronts supporting
the Gaza resistance, the downing
of the “ZIK-Hermes 450" drone
with a surface-to-air missile
further confirms the extent of the
resistance’s operational ability to

penetrate the technological system
that provided the Zionist Air Force
with a large degree of immunity
after it had long bet that it was able
to impose air dominance, which
gave it a free hand in targeting
even if the war ended, especially
taking into consideration the recent
threats from Yoav Galant - the so-
called Zionist “defense” minister
- regarding the continuation of the
aggression against Lebanon even if
the Gaza front calms down.

These  escalatory  reactions
also reveal the enemy’s fear that
Hezbollah will succeed in imposing
areal “security belt” in the northern
occupied Palestinian  territories.
This is what prompted Avigdor
Lieberman, the former “defense”

minister, to warn that Hezbollah is
“a real strategic threat. If we do not
change the equation [Deterrence],
there will be no (residents) left in
the north.”

Moreover, such qualitative strike
draws attention to the resistance’s
insistence  on a  deliberate
improvement  in operations
whenever the enemy transgresses
the rules of confrontation, and
reveals a small part of its advanced
military  capabilities that the
Secretary-General of Hezbollah, His
Eminence Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,
has repeatedly referred to, the
majority of which is still kept secret.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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UK ship attacked by
Yemeni army sinks
in Red Sea

ABritish container ship has sunkin the Red Sea
almost two weeks after it came under attack by
Yemen's Armed Forces.

The Yemeni army said it attacked the Rubymar
on Febl18, with several naval missiles in the
Bab el-Mandeb Strait — a strategic waterway
linking the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, Press
TV reported.

The cargo ship had been drifting northward
when it came under attack.

Yemen said the Rubymar sank late Friday as
stormy weather took hold over the Red Sea.

The cargo ship was abandoned for 12 days,
even after Yemen warned that the vessel “is in
a tragic situation and is on the verge of sinking
after water leaked into the engine room.”

Yemen has targeted ships either owned by the
Israeli regime or sailing toward Israeli ports in a
strong gesture sympathetic to Palestinians in
Gaza over the past few months.

The Yemenis have made it clear that they
will not hesitate to carry out qualitative
operations against all hostile targets in defense
of their homeland and in reaffirmation of their
unwavering support for the Palestinian nation.

They said earlier that strikes targeting those
ships in the Red Sea will not stop unless the
regime ends its genocidal campaign.

Nicaragua pursues
Germany atICJ
over military
support for Israel

Nicaragua has filed a case at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) against Germany over financial
and military aid to Israel amid its war on Gaza.

The ICJ announced on Friday that Nicaragua
has filed an “application instituting proceedings”
and has asked the court to issue emergency
measures over Germany’s alleged violations of
its obligations under the Genocide Convention
and the 1949 Geneva Conventions on the laws
of war in relation to the occupied Palestinian
territories, and “particularly the Gaza Strip”, Al
Jazeerareported.

“Germany is facilitating the commission
of genocide and, in any case has failed in its
obligations to do everything possible to prevent the
commission of genocide,” Nicaragua's submission
to the court states, according to the |CJ.
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Intl. churches
urged to stop “war
of genocide”

Ramzi Khoury, the head of the Palestinian
Committee for Church Affairs, has issued a plea
to interational institutions and churches to
raise their voices against Israel’s “massacres” in

Gaza, Wafa reports.

Khoury said the recent attack on aid-seekers
in Gaza was “unprecedented in the history of
war crimes” and should compel international
institutions to mobilize to push foran “immediate
ceasefire”.

He also called for stopping the war of genocide
waged against the Palestinian people by Israel.

The Palestinian territories are home to tens of
thousands of Christians, including some 47000
in the occupied West Bank and 1,000 in Gaza.
However, Palestinian Christian leaders have
said they are ignored by Western church leaders
while Israeli military attacks put them in peril.

In an open letter by Palestinian Christians back
in October, they wrote, “We are disturbed by the
silence of many church leaders and theologians
when it is Palestinian civilians who are killed”

UN Women calls
war in Gaza “awar
on women”

UN Women, a United Nations organization
dedicated to gender equality and the
empowerment of women, has called the war in
Gaza “also a war on women.”

In a statement , the organization estimated
9,000 women have been killed in Gaza since
October7.

“As the war on Gaza approaches its five-
month mark, Gazan women continue to suffer its
devastating impact,” the statement read. “While
this war spares no one, UN Women data shows that
it kills and injures women in unprecedented ways.’

UN Women reported an average of 63 women
are killed every day in Gaza, with an approximate
37 mothers who are killed daily, “leaving their
families devastated and their children with
diminished protection.”

“More than 4 out of 5 women (84%) report
that their family eats half or less of the food they
used to before the war began, with mothers and
adult women being those tasked with sourcing
food, yet eating last, less, and least than everyone
else!” the statement added.

Young Aaron Bushnell was fighting
fires with his own fire...

From page 1 » He even prepared a will
before his death insisting that his savings be
donated to a children’s relief fund established
for Palestinians. Like Rachel Corrie, a young
American woman who was in the Gaza Strip
doing humanitarian work way back in 2003
where she stood defiantly in front of an Israeli
bulldozer and was crushed to death, Bushnell
will long be remembered as one American who
rightly objected to Israel's depraved actions in
the Holy Land and beyond, but especially since
last October when Hamas fighters managed to
break out of Gaza briefly and carry out a deadly
raid from the largest concentration camp ever on
the planet on Israeli communities near the border
fence between Israel and Gaza.

Bushnell also allegedly told a friend before
he set himself on fire that he had heard as a
member of the armed forces that some American
troops were fighting alongside the IOF in Gaza.
He clearly did not want to be shipped off to Israel
and participate in any way supporting any US.
soldiers assisting the IOF.

Meanwhile, a clear majority of Americans deplore
what the Zionists have been doing in Gaza even while
most of the politicians in Washington, including Joe
Biden, don't seem to care and so far have failed to
end shipments of enabling war provisions. People |
know here in North Carolina are horrified by the failed
“leadership” in Washington, especially when they
note that the two most obvious horrors underway
in the world today — the war in Ukraine and the

genocide in Gaza — were inspired or provoked, more
or less initiated and then supported by the United
States government. Calls for a definite ceasefire in
Gaza have fallen on deaf ears. Calls for a definitive
end to largesse for the Zelensky regime in Kiev
have so far fallen on deaf ears while Congress toys
with the proposal to waste another $60 billion atop
many more billions of taxpayer dollars previously in
arms shipments and other support to the regime
in Kiev, which is fast running out of soldiers and
ammunition to maintain the war against Russian
efforts to secure eastem Ukraine, the domain of
a vast majority of Ukrainians who are Russian
speaking. Many have welcomed Russian annexation
of the oblasts there. The number one objective for the
bought and paid for politicians (either by the arms
industry or organizations like AIPAC) in Washington?
Maintenance of some semblance of world hegemony
and the Westem “empire” including NATO and the
Apartheid entity in the Levant.

What's interesting, and not just here in
North Caroling, are many recent accounts
of Americans lately who have bothered and
to educate themselves about the Israeli
colonization of Palestine and Zionism, find their
old presumptions quickly shattered by their
newly acquired historical knowledge, and find
themselves doing 180 degree turns, if not in clear
support for Hamas, at least in condemnation of
Israel and U.S. complicity in the carnage.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Three visits, countless discoveries: a
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TEHRAN - A Chinese tour guide named lill has
painted a portrait of her encounter with Persian
culture and lifestyle as she is paying a visit to Iran
for the third time.

In an interview with ILNA, Jill outlined that Iran
is a country with a rich history and full of scenic
beauty inhabited by friendly people, which makes
it impossible not to love.

Mentioning her stops at Tehran, Shiraz, Yazd,
Kashan, Isfahan, Hormozgan, Qeshm, and Kerman
so far, Jill expressed her experience as “astonish-
ing”.

In response to how she describes Iran to tour-
ists intending to visit Iran, Jill underscored the
numerous exceptional aspects including, natural
wonders, hospitable people, and a wide variety of
cultures living together in peace, to name a few.

“Indubitably enshrine Iran on your must-visit
destinations list,” Jill noted.

Regarding the different tastes of food in the
two countries, the guide stated that Persian foods
seem a bit odd to Chinese tastes in the same way
as? Iranians consider Chinese foods.

She further detailed the food differences,
pointing to the dissimilarity in food recipes and
styles of cooking developed due to environmental
and cultural factors.

Chinese tour guide’s view of Iran
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“Predominantly Chinese foods are boiled in
comparison to Persian foods which are cooked
with frying methods,” Jill stated.

Referring to the location as a notable factor in
living costs, Jill highlighted that the majority of
Chinese can be described as adventurers who love
to explore the wonders all over the world.

She also emphasized that China had a great share
of international tourists in the pre-COVID-19 era.

Jillalso addressed the lack of awareness among
the Chinese, regarding the Persian prodigious civ-
ilization and culture due to the misinformation
published on social media.

[t's noteworthy that Jill is a tour leader of a
group comprising several well-known Chinese
influencers with a slogan of nature and climate
diversity who are traveling to different cities of
Iran intending to create content as a part of “Iran
Salam” familiarization tours to introduce the
glamorous capacities of the country to foreign
tourists.

As revealed by related officials, the next des-
tination of Chinese influencers is planned to be
Razavi Khorasan province, which is home to a
vast number of tourist spots, thousands of which
are secured as national heritage, notably eight of
which have UNESCO labels.

Ardabil sets sight on upscale hotels
to woo foreign visitors

TEHRAN - Jafar Bazri, a member of Ardabil’s
Chamber of Commerce, has revealed a substantial
necessity of constructing upscale accommoda-
tions offering a lavish experience to travelers with
an eye toward absorbing foreign tourists.

Speaking at a meeting participated by govern-
ment officials and private investors, held on Sat-
urday, Bazri highlighted the considerable impor-
tance of developing infrastructures and services
aiming to prosper tourism.

Bazri, who is deputy chief of the tourism com-
mission at the Chamber, enumerated provincial
accommodation including, 220 hotels and bou-
tique hotels with more than 15 thousand beds
along with guest houses with a capacity of five
thousand beds.

He further detailed the statistics, arguing that
despite Ardabail standing in third place among all
provinces in terms of official accommodation ca-
pacity, lodgings are in crucial need of renovation,
intending to exploit the capacities in the best pos-
sible way.

The official also put forward building luxuri-
ous hotels considering international standards to
serve tourists deservedly.

In concluding remarks, Bazri pointed to the duty
of related officials in facilitating investments and
funding.

It's noteworthy that on November 2023, nine
projects were inaugurated in the cities of Namin,

Meshginshahr, Khalkhal, and Sarein, IRNA report-
ed.

The projects include two hotels, three eco-lodg-
es, two tourist complexes, and an entertainment
and recreational center, which, if launched, could
significantly enhance the tourism facilities’ capac-
ity in the province, the deputy provincial tourism
chief said.

Regarding the projected investment volume for
these projects, the official continued: “It is expect-
ed that the implementation of these projects, with
an investment of 9.4 trillion rials (some $18.8 mil-
lion) from the private sector, will create employ-
ment for 270 individuals”

Ardabil province, located in northwest Iran with
a population of 1.28 million and comprising 12
counties, is considered a significant destination
for domestic and international tourists due to its
natural, historical, religious, and economic attrac-
tions.

Situated on a high, windswept plateau, Ardabil
is well known for having abundant natural beau-
ty, hospitable people, and its silk and carpet trade
tradition. It is also home to UNESCO-registered
Sheikh Safi al-Din Khanegah and the Shrine En-
semble. It is freezing in winter and mild in sum-
mer, attracting thousands every year.

Ardabil, the provincial capital, was selected as
the 2023 ECO Tourism Capital by the Economic Co-
operation Organization.

Cultural travel in China gets boost
from policies and demonstration zones

Cultural events have made their presence felt in
the travel market, as the Chinese government has
picked up on trend of rising public needs for qual-
ity cultural and tourism experiences and launched
a series of favorable policies.

During Spring Festival, the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism had mobilized many regions to tap
into local intangible cultural heritage and folk cus-
toms to boost tourism spending.

As a result, domestic tourism market saw 474
million trips during the holiday, up 34.3 percent
year-on-year and 19 percent up over 2019.

In December, the Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism, the Ministry of Natural Resources and the

Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Develop-
ment announced a plan to build national demon-
stration zones to further boost the integration of
the cultural and tourism industries.

Fifty cities, city districts and counties from around
the nation have been selected as potential zones.

The three ministries called on provincial-lev-
el authorities to strengthen collaboration on the
construction work of the demonstration zones,
formulate and introduce supporting measures
at the provincial level, enhance supervision and
guidance, and regularly evaluate the construction
results.

(Source: China Daily)

' Baraghan

TEHRAN - Baraghan and
Salehieh, situated in Iran’s Alborz
province, have been included in
the national list of top tourist
villages.

Alborz, located just 10 kilome-
ters west of Tehran, has recently
undertaken initiatives to pro-
mote rural tourism.

Among these efforts was the
selection of 50 villages as poten-
tial destinations for rural tour-
ism development.

From this list, Baraghan and
Salehieh have emerged as the
standout choices for their unique
charm and cultural significance,
IRNA reported.

Baraghan, with its picturesque
landscapes and rich historical
heritage, has long been ad-
mired by locals and now stands
ready to welcome tourists from
across the country and beyond.
Salehieh, with its traditional ar-
chitecture and warm hospitality,

promises visitors an authentic
rural experience like no other.

This selection not only high-
lights the natural beauty and
cultural richness of Alborz prov-
ince but also signifies the grow-
ing importance of rural tourism
in Iran. By showcasing these
hidden gems, authorities aim to
diversify the tourism offerings of
the country and spread economic

it I

benefits to rural communities.

Over the past few years, in-
creasing numbers of visitors
have sought something differ-
ent, such as spending a day in the
quiet countryside, picking fresh
fruit, watching rice grow, fishing
by the sea, eating traditional food
or even staying with the locals.

UN Tourism considers rural

, Salehieh listed among Iran’s
top to uris villages

tourism to be a type of activity
in which the visitor’s experience
is linked to a wide range of prod-
ucts typically associated with
activities related to nature, ag-
riculture, rural lifestyle, culture,
fishing, and tourism. This type of
tourism also has characteristics
such as low population density,
mainly agricultural and forestry
landscape, social structure, and
traditional way of life.

As mentioned by Zurab Polo-
likashvili, who presides over the
UN'’s tourism body, the “unique-
ness” of each village makes tour-
ism a vehicle for further develop-
ment in rural areas. “We wanted
to recognize the uniqueness of
each village and highlight the
best initiatives to make tourism
avehicle forabetter future in the
countryside. As we restart tour-
ism, we try not to leave anyone -
and no village - left behind.”

Human traces dating back 14,000 years discovered in southern Iran

TEHRAN - A team of archaeologists has found
human traces in recent excavations they conduct-
ed at the rock shelters of Pir-Quch in southern
Iran.

“Based on the discoveries made during the
one-month excavation at this site, the history of
the area dates back approximately 14,000 years,’
said Hassan Afshari, who led the excavations.

“Stone tools and bone data have been un-
earthed in this shelter”

Afshari elaborated that a team of ten individ-
uals was engaged in the recent excavation for
a month, conducted with the permission of the
Research Institute for Cultural Heritage and Tour-
ism.

This significant discovery sheds light on the
ancient history of Arsanjan and underscores the
importance of continued archaeological research
to unravel the mysteries of human civilization in
Fars province.

Moreover, Mohammad Sabet Eqledi, the provin-
cial tourism chief, said: “This shelter, which dates
back to 7,000 to 12,000 years before Christ, was
explored by archaeologists for the first time.”

“The archaeological excavation of the Pir-Quch
rock shelters was conducted for one month by an
Iranian archaeological team,” Sabet Eqgledi said.

Sabet Eqgledi further remarked, “Based on ar-
chaeological evidence from prehistoric periods
and continuous human presence in the Fars re-
gion, itis necessary to focus more on archaeologi-
cal activities and complete archaeological studies
to understand historical periods better””

The ancient region of Fars, also spelled Pars, or
Persis, was the heart of the Achaemenian Empire
(550-330 BC), which was founded by Cyrus the
Great and had its capital in Pasargadae. Darius |
the Great moved the capital to nearby Persepolis
in the late 6th or early 5th century BC.

Celebrated as the heartland of Persian culture

for over 2000 years, the capital city of Shiraz has
become synonymous with education, nightin-
gales, poetry, and crafts skills passed down from
generation to generation. It was one of the most
important cities in the medieval Islamic world and
was the Iranian capital during the Zand dynasty
from 1751 to 1794. Moreover, Shiraz is home to
some of the country’s most magnificent buildings
and sights. Increasingly, it draws more and more
foreign and domestic sightseers flocking to this
provincial capital.

Afif-Abad Garden, the Tomb of Hafez, the Tomb
of Sa'di, Jameh Mosque of Atigh, and Persepolis
are among the historical, cultural, and ancient
sites of Shiraz that are of interest to domestic
and foreign tourists. The ancient city is also home
to some magnificent historical gardens, such as
Bagh-e Narenjestan and Eram Garden, which are
top tourist destinations both for domestic and in-
ternational sightseers.

Illegal diggers arrested near Pasargadae

B R s e

TEHRAN - The commander of the Cultural Her-

itage Protection Unit in Fars province announced

the arrest of four unauthorized excavators near
Pasargadae in southern Iran.

Masoud Razmjui stated that police forces were

dispatched to the suspects’ hide-out following a

report of unauthorized digging in the Chakan val-
ley, located five kilometers west of the World Her-
itage site. He added, that after hours of hiking and
patrolling the area, the location of the excavators
was identified, and during a surprise operation,
four individuals were apprehended red-handed
during the excavation.

“From these unauthorized excavators, excava-
tion tools including two electric picks, 30 meters
of electrical cable, and a shovel were confiscated,
and the suspects were handed over to judicial au-
thorities for further legal proceedings.”

The 160-ha archaeological site of Pasargadae
presents some of the earliest manifestations of
Persian art and architecture. It includes, among
other monuments, the compact limestone tomb

on the Morgab plain that once held Cyrus the
Great's gilded sarcophagus; Tall-e Takht (“Solo-
mon’s Throne”), a great fortified platform built
on a hill and later incorporated into a sprawling
citadel with substantial mud-brick defenses; and
the royal ensemble, which consists of several pal-
aces originally located within a garden layout (the
so-called “Four Gardens”). Pasargadae became a
prototype for the Persian Garden concept of four
quadrants formally divided by waterways or path-
ways, its architecture characterized by refined de-
tails and slender verticality.

Experts believe that Pasargadae represents the
first phase of this development, specifically Per-
sian architecture, which later found its full expres-
sion in the city of Persepolis.

Norwegian cruise line quits Venice:
Where will ships stop instead?

Atop cruise line has cut the iconic city of Venice
from its itineraries in 2024 and 2025 as the Italian
destination continues to clamp down on visitors.

Norwegian Cruise Line announced the decision
after Venice declared its waterways a “national
monument” and banned large cruise ships from
anchoring in its historic center.

Norwegian, along with other cruise companies,
has been ferrying visitors to the city by much
smaller tender boats - but, now, they say even that
compromise is no longer viable.

Speaking to Euronews Travel, a spokesperson
explained the decision: “While we have made every
effort possible to maintain these calls to Venice,
the tender operation and overall experience this
provides our guests has fallen short of the stan-
dard we aim to deliver”

Venice was forced to ban cruises from its center
in 2021, after damage to the lagoon saw UNESCO
threaten to put the city on its endangered list un-
less they prohibited the ships.

Experts say that these large boats cause pollu-
tion and erode the foundations of the city, which
already suffers from regular flooding.

At the time of the ban, many cruise companies
were in favour of the decision. The Cruise Lines
International Association (CLIA) said it had “been
supportive of a new approach for many years”
calling it a “major step forward”.

Where will passengers on Norwegian go in-
stead of Venice?

Some cruise lines have found ways around the

ban to get their guests to Venice, like MSC Cruis-
es, which stops in Marghera, just across the water
from the city. Others stop in Trieste or Ravenna -
both at least two hours from the ‘floating city’

Venetian authorities, meanwhile, are continuing
their years-long efforts to limit over-tourism.

This year, Venice will implement a tourist fee for
day visitors from the spring and will attempt to
limit the size of tour groups this summer.

From 2025, Norwegian will replace stops in
Venice with a day at sea or at another port - yet
to be decided This year, though, cruise passengers
will see the city replaced on their itineraries with
either Ravenna in Italy, Rijeka and Zadar in Croatia,
or Koper in Slovenia.

What can you do in Ravenna, Italy?

Some two and a half hours south of Venice, Raven-
na s the capital city of the province of Ravenna, in the
Emilia-Romagna region of northern Italy.

While not as famous as other Italian cities, it
certainly has arich history.

From the beginning of the 5th century, it was a

capital city three times: in the last moments of the
Western Roman Empire , during the

place of the ‘Father of the Italian Language’ Dante
Alighieri, who died there in 1321.

Head just outside the city and the coastline fea-
tures nine beach towns as well as canals - not un-
like Venice’s own - and pine forests too.

Cruises get privileged access to Rijeka, Croatia

Leaving Italy behind, three hours away is Rije-
ka, the third-largest city in Croatia after Zagreb
and Split. Although perhaps not as well known as
those two icons of travel, there’s a reason for that.

Rijeka is notoriously difficult to get to by air
outside of the tourist season, with frequent flights
only running between May and October.

That means cruise passengers will have the
privilege of seeing a destination which is relatively
untrodden.

Nevertheless, Rijeka was the first Croatian city
to be awarded the prestigious title of European
Capital of Culture in 2020.

Since then, it's been adding to its historical her-
itage with a number of cultural programs, with an
aim to attract visitors from across Europe.

(Source: Euronews)

reign of the Goths under Theodoric ,
and then again under the Byzantine
dominion.

Its historical significance sur-
vives today, with the city boasting
eight monuments which have been
declared as UNESCO heritage sites.

Ravenna is also the final resting

Kind Attn.Embassies Companies, Brand New Bldng in Andarzgu\
Blvd 5flrs 11 Apartments 28 Rooms 10ppl Load Lift Lobby
Gathering Saloon Roof garden Swimming pool Sauna
Jacuzzi Gym 24 parking lots Easy Access to the Highways.
Selling price 9 Million$, Renting Price 22.000$ per month

Mr.Taheri 09351101052 Mandegare Elahiyeh VIP Real Estate

Ms.Sonia 09035755145

02126231198-02126208332 e




Intl. effort on wetlands
conservation to continue: official

TEHRAN -The implementation
of projects in cooperation with in-
ternational bodies to preserve and
restore wetlands in the country will
continue, Mojtaba Zoljoodi, an offi-
cial with the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) has said.

In 2015, the DOE initiated an effort
with the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) aiming to preserve
and revive the country’s wetlands.In
the next phase in 2017, the govern-
ment of Japan supported the project
focusing on the sustainable man-
agement of water and soil resources
around Urmia Lake as well as Shade-
gan and Bakhtegan wetlands.

It is a five-year plan, voluntarily
supported by Japan, to take ad-
vantage of both their financial and
technical assistance, ISNA quoted
Zoljoodi as saying. Three years have
passed since the implementation of
the project, he added.

“To implement the program in the
remaining two years, we are consult-
ing with the government of Japan and
other governments that are willing to
cooperate with Iran to be able to im-
plement the project properly.The plan
to conserve Iran’s wetlands is one of
the good practical projects that, if
continues, can help not only the wet-
lands of Iran but also the wetlands of
other countries”

The results of the implementation
of the project in 200 villages concern-
ing water consumption have shown
that a good amount of water in the

agriculture sector has been saved. In
addition, productivity, quality of the
products, and the economic income
of the family have increased.

Tehran-Tokyo
cooperation

On February 23, Ali Salajeqgeh,
head of DOE, said, bilateral relations
and cooperation between Iran and
Japan can be broadened, especially
in environmental fields.

environmental

The conservation and restoration
projects of Anzali Wetland and Lake
Urmia are two typical examples of
the joint actions taken by the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and Japan in the
environmental fields, IRIB quoted
Salajegeh as saying.

He made the remarks while vis-
iting the Japanese Embassy in Iran
on the occasion of Japan’'s National
Day.The cooperation is expected to
continue towards capacity-building,
modern technologies, and knowl-

edge-sharing for waste manage-
ment, protection of wetlands, pre-
vention of dust storms, pollution
control, and climate change, Sala-
jeqeh added.

Referring to the efforts of the two
countries to boost cooperation, Sala-
jegeh expressed hope that bilateral
relations and cooperation between
Iran and Japan expand further, espe-
cially in environmental fields.

Conservation projects

The Lake Urmai’s restoration pro-
gram was established in 2013 and
aims to restore the lake within a 10-
year program. The contribution is
being implemented as a component
of UNDP’s ongoing Conservation of
Iranian Wetlands Project - a joint
project between Iran’s Department
of Environment and UNDP.

Lake Urmia in the northwestern
West Azarbaijan province started
to dry up in the 2000s. The lake is

the largest in West Asia and the
sixth-largest Salt Lake in the world
with a water surface area of 5,000
t0 6,000 square kilometers.

The Conservation of Iranian Wet-
lands Project (CIWP), a joint initia-
tive between the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) and
the Government of Japan, led to
saving water by 27 percent for irri-
gation in the country.

The three-year (2021-2024) coop-
eration between the DoE, Japan, and
UNDP Iran has been initiated to up-
scale successful practices to additional
pilots in the Urmia Lake basin and two
new replication sites including Shade-
gan and Bakhtegan Wetlands.

The use of some innovations, in-
cluding subsurface irrigation sys-
tems for vineyards, has reduced
irrigation water by more than 50
percent, IRNA quoted Mehri As-
na-Ashari, the CIWP manager, as
saying.In Iran, 141 wetlands with
ecological value with an area of
over 3 million hectares have been
identified, of which 25 wetlands are
designated as wetlands of interna-
tional importance (registered in the
Ramsar Convention) covering more
than 1.4 million hectares and four
sites are biosphere reserves.

The third phase of the project
started in June 2020, which out-
lined key strategies for the next five
years, between Iran and the United
Nations Development Program.

Japan, UNHCR to improve education, healthcare for refugees in Iran

TEHRAN - In a bid to provide Afghan refugees
and host communities in Iran with quality educa-
tion and healthcare services, the Government of
Japan and the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees have signed a partnership agree-
ment.

This contribution, worth $3.3 million, builds
on a long-term collaboration between the Gov-
ernment of Japan and UNHCR Iran, mainly in the
areas of health, education, and livelihood, the
UNHCR website announced in a press release on
February 27.

This has helped in delivering essential services,
promoting inclusion, and empowering displaced
Afghans struggling to rebuild their lives in exile.

“We are profoundly grateful to the people of
Japan for their long-standing generosity,” said
Ms. Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Representative in
Iran. “This critical funding is a testament to their
global leadership on refugee issues and matches
2023 Global Refugee Forum’s spirit, where Ja-
pan’s government and civil society just renewed
their pledges”

S4m budget allocated to
promote non-motorized

transport

Atotal budget of 170 billion rials (around $4 million) has been allo-

The three-year project includes the construc-
tion of new schools which will serve refugee and
host community children alike.

This will enhance quality primary and second-
ary education, helping to nurture youth’s talents
and ambitions for the future, in line with the Irani-
an government’s inclusive education policy allow-
ing foreign nationals to enroll in public schools.

The Government of Japan's contribution will
also cover the health insurance costs for 21,700
vulnerable Afghan refugees, enabling them to ac-
cess secondary and tertiary medical care.

“Refugees are an important global concern. Ja-
pan, as a responsible international actor, plays its
role in alleviating the host community’s burden,’
said H.E. TSUKADA Tamaki, Ambassador of Japan to
[ran.‘We believe the best outcome can be achieved
through collaboration with international partners
like UNHCR. With this grant we want to meet our
responsibility sharing to support refugees and their
host communities across Iran,” he added.

For over 40 years, UNHCR has assisted the Gov-
ernment of Iran in hosting one of the world’s larg-
est and most protracted refugee situations. Iran
continues to set a progressive example through
its inclusive national policies, especially on health,
education, and social services accessible also by
refugees.

UNHCR funds free health coverage for refugees

About 200,000 foreign nationals in the coun-
try have been provided with free health insur-
ance with the financial support of the UNHCR, the
managing director of Iran Health Insurance Orga-

ENGLISH IN USE

nization said on February 25.

Foreign nationals who are considered finan-
cially struggling can benefit from free health in-
surance services, Mehr news agency quoted Mo-
hammad-Mehdi Nasehi as saying.

Stating that the number of refugees in the
country is far more than the number of people
who have been covered by free insurance, Nase-
hi added that legal refugees can enjoy insurance
services by paying their insurance premiums.

In November 2023, Jamshid Shayanfar, an of-
ficial with the Health Insurance Organization of
Iran said some 95,000 foreign nationals who hold
legal residence permits and are suffering from
hard-to-cure diseases receive free health insur-
ance annually.

Their insurance contract will be renewed ev-
ery year in the month of Esfand - the last Iranian
calendar month ending on March 19, Fars quoted
Shayanfar as saying.

He added, “The insurance premiums for these
people are covered by the High Commissioner for
Refugees, and the insurance premiums for about
60,000 citizens are paid to the health insurance
organization based on the government budget.”

Shayanfar went on to say that around 800,000
non-vulnerable nationals also have to pay their
insurance premiums; once they pay the insurance
premium, they will enjoy health insurance ser-
vices for a year.

Some 12,000 non-vulnerable nationals have

already been covered by health insurance, he con-
cluded.
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cated to promote bike lanes across the capital city of Tehran, encour-

aging the residents to ride bicycles, Sakineh Ashrafi, deputy mayor of
Tehran for planning, urban development and council affairs has said.

One of the main issues taken into consideration through the next
year’s budget bill, was development of non-motorized transportation,
which focuses on active transportation and human powered transpor-
tation including walking and bicycling, she explained.

According to Tehran third development plan, biking as a green
transport has been taken into consideration in order to mitigate traf-
fic congestion and air pollution, she further noted, ISNA reported on

Sunday.
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UNEA-6 approves Iran’s proposed
plan for combating SDSs

From page 1 » The Tehran conference was
a turning point in making serious decisions
for implementing sub-regional programs in
West Asia and Central Asia.

Climate change with all its dimensions and
consequences has caused serious challenges
to life on the earth. One of the consequenc-
es of climate change, which has increased in
intensity and occurrence, is the phenomenon
of SDSs with severe harm to the world’s bio-
logical and economic resources.

According to surveys, 150 countries are af-
fected by SDSs, and most of these countries
are located in Africa and Asia.

Two out of the seven main sources of dust
production in the world are located in Asia,
with the Great African Sahara being the first
one.

The studies by the Islamic Republic of Iran
show that the dust centers in West and Cen-
tral Asia are more than 3.3 million square ki-
lometers.

Theplanisin
line with the
implementation of
the resolutions of the
Tehran Conference
held in September
2023.

Considering the social, economic, health,
and environmental effects and consequenc-
es of this phenomenon, it is necessary to
adopt international, regional, and sub-re-
gional solutions with the participation of all
countries affected by this phenomenon and
the international organizations’ support, to
take more seriously actions to tackle this
challenge.

The UNEA-6 Assembly had 19 resolutions
and two decisions under discussion, which
covered a wide range of issues, including cir-
cular economy; effective, inclusive, and sus-
tainable multilateral actions towards climate
justice; solar radiation modification; sound
management of chemicals and waste, and
sand and dust storms.

Regional, global centers ‘essential’

On February 29, Salajegeh delivered a
speech at the Assembly, calling it essential
to set up regional and global centers to deal
with sand and dust storms.

“My country, like many other countries, has
been severely affected by climate change,
loss of biodiversity, and pollution, which
mainly emerge from other countries and re-
gions of the world. Meanwhile, drought as
well as sand and dust storms are among the
most important challenges that our region is
facing,” IRNA quoted Salajeqeh as saying.

Holding the International Conference on
Combating Sand and Dust Storms, in line with
the implementation of United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly Resolution 77/171, in Tehran in
September 2023 with the cooperation of the
United Nations, is an example of the efforts
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to draw the at-
tention of the international communities to
the importance of these shared challenges
and the necessity to find shared solutions to
cope with these challenges, he added.

The conference, with the assistance of
multilateral financial organizations and the
United Nations, and the affected countries
tried to compile, review, and implement
sub-regional, regional, and global action
plans to deal with dust storms and follow
up on the creation of a regional fund for the
West Asia region and the establishment of
a regional center along with a network of
countries affected by dust storms to inves-
tigate and follow up effectively.

In this regard, consulting with a group of
interested countries and seeking the coop-
eration and support of UNEP and specialized
funds, programs and agencies affiliated with
the United Nations, the Islamic Republic of
Iran submitted a draft resolution to the cur-
rent session of the UNEA to take another step
for collective action and develop appropriate
regional and international mechanisms to

deal with dust storms as one of the import-
ant hazards threatening our world and fu-
ture.

According to Article 50 of the Constitution
of the country, Iran is strongly bound to pre-
serve the environment and, in this regard,
the government is trying to integrate envi-
ronmental considerations into all strategies
programs, and development plans of the
country.

Referring to the unilateral economic and
illegitimate sanctions against Iran and other
countries which have resulted in numerous
effects in terms of environmental destruc-
tion and reduction of sustainable develop-
ment, Salajegeh said international organiza-
tions, particularly UNEP, are expected to play
their role in providing technical, financial and
consulting assistance favorably in line with
its mission to improve environmental indica-
tors to witness the reduction of environmen-
tal risks.

Neglecting climate change and the preser-
vation of the environment have posed serious
and emerging challenges for all countries of
the world. These challenges disrupt the bal-
ance of nature, threaten the life of biological
species, increase poverty, and threaten food
security and human health.

Salajegeh also highlighted the historical
responsibility of developed countries, which
have been industrialized at the price of cli-
mate crises, loss of biodiversity, and exten-
sive pollution, to help developing countries.

“In this regard, | emphasize that develop-
ing countries need capacity building, real fi-
nancial support, and proper, affordable, and
unhindered access to technical knowledge
to play a proper role in solving the world’s
environmental problems, including moving
towards low-carbon economies, and tech-
nologies that are compatible with the envi-
ronment,” he further noted.

Drafting new treaties, forming strict legal
regimes, and creating various obstacles, re-
strictions, and challenges, especially in the
field of international trade, under the pretext
of implementing environmental obligations,
does not help to solve their problems.

“What we need now more than ever is a
correct understanding of the challenges, and
mutual understanding of the opportunities,
threats, and solutions ahead.”

Iran, as one of the founders of the United
Nations, has always emphasized the impor-
tance of preserving the environment. The
country is in agreement with other countries
on many environmental issues, including cli-
mate change and the need to deal with it.

In the end, he pointed out that the future
of the common environment will determine
the inevitable common fate of everyone. It is
hoped that regardless of political issues, by
enhancing cooperation, developing each oth-
er’s capacities, and taking advantage of com-
mon knowledge, technology, and financial re-
sources, we will be able to present a healthy
and clean future to the next generation.

According to studies, eight large sand and
dust storm hotspots stretching to 270 mil-
lion hectares in neighboring and Persian Gulf
countries are affecting Iran.

Regional maps show that Saudi Arabia pro-
duces the highest level of particulate matter,
followed by Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, and the UAE,
respectively.

The internal dust sources are estimated at
34.6 million hectares, generating an average
amount of 4.22 million tons of dust per year,
about 1.460 million hectares are dried wet-
lands.

To deal with sand and dust storms, positive
measures have been taken inside the country.
Aten-year plan has been prepared to curb in-
ternal sources of sand and dust storms.
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Poverty often disables an intelligent man from arguing his case; a poor
man is a stranger in his own town.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Yukio Mishima’s “The Lady Aoi”

on stagein Ahvaz

TEHRAN-The play “The Lady Aoi” written
by Japanese playwright Yukio Mishima and
directed by Sasan Riahipour is on stage at
Aftab Theater in Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province.

Director Riahipour also acts in the play
along with Forough Jalali, Golnoush Shafiei
Makvand, and Bahar Nazari.

Mishima wrote the play in 1954, which
appeared in his “Five Modern Noh Plays”
It modernizes the Noh drama “Aoi no Ue,” a
Muromachi period Japanese Noh play based
on the character Lady Aoi from the Heian
period novel “The Tale of Genji”.

Mishima did a modern adaptation in
Freudian terms, which was set in a hospital.

Aoi is the wife of Hikaru Genji who is the
son of the emperor. One of Genji’s lovers, Lady
Rokujo, is consumed with hate and jealousy
for Aoi who is pregnant with the child of her
husband, and Rokujo’s living spirit haunts
and torments Aoi.

Mishima (1925-1970) was a Japanese
author, poet, playwright, actor, model,
Shintoist, nationalist, and founder of the
Tatenokai (Shield Society).

Mishima is considered one of the most

important writers of the 20th century.
He was considered for the Nobel Prize in

Literature five times in the 1960s.

His work is characterized by its luxurious
vocabulary and decadent metaphors, its
fusion of traditional Japanese and modern
Western literary styles, and its obsessive
assertions of the unity of beauty and death.

He was proud of the traditional culture and
spirit of Japan, and opposed what he saw
as western-style materialism, along with
Japan’s postwar democracy, globalism, and
communism, worrying that by embracing
these ideas the Japanese people would lose
their “national essence” and their distinctive
cultural heritage to become a ‘“rootless”
people.

Graduated from Tokyo Imperial University’s
School of Jurisprudence in 1947, he published
novels, short stories, and plays each year. His
crowning achievement, “The Sea of Fertility”
tetralogy—which contains the novels “Spring
Snow” (1969), “Runaway Horses” (1969),
“The Temple of Dawn” (1970), and “The Decay
of the Angel” (1971)—is considered one of
the definitive works of twentieth-century
Japanese fiction.

A production of Act Studio, the Persian
adaptation of “The Lady Aoi” will be
performed at Aftab Theater until March 10.

Cartoon of Day

Defending by Genocide
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Iranian Film Festival returns to

Malaysian screens after five-year hiatus

Frome Page 1 » “Henas”
directed by Hossein Darabi,
“Bodyguard” by Ebrahim
Hatamikia, “Track 143” by Narges
Abyar, “Today” by Reza Mirkarimi,
“No Prior Appointment” by
Behrouz  Shoeibi and “The
Painting Pool” by Maziar Miri are
the films selected for screening
at the event.

“Henas” is a drama that
portrays the true story of the
assassination of an Iranian
nuclear scientist who was shot
dead by Mossad gunmen. It is the
final episode in the life of Dariush
Rezainejad, the 35-year-old
[ranian nuclear scientist who was
shot dead by Mossad gunmen
before the eyes of his wife and
little girl in front of his house in
Tehran in July 2011. The movie
portrays the terrorist attack
through the eyes of his wife.

“Bodyguard” is about the story
of a middle-aged bodyguard
who protects a politician from a
suicide bomber, and then begins
to question his dedication to his
job.

Based on a book of the same
title written by Abyar, “Track
143” is about a great maternal
sacrifice during the 1980-1988

P

Behruz Shoeibi and Merila Zarei act in a scene from “Henas”

Iran-Iraq war. It tells the story of
Olfat, a woman who is waiting for
her son, who has been missing in
action, to return home.

“Today” is about a taxi driver,
who is faced with a life-changing
decision when he drives a
pregnant woman to a small
Iranian hospital. As he journeys
to the hospital, he must make

choices that could alter his future

“No Prior Appointment” tells
the story of an Iranian emigrant
who, after 30 years, is compelled
to return to her home country
upon learning of her estranged
father’s death. She hastily takes
leave from her work as a doctor
in Berlin, Germany, bringing
her young autistic son with her,

which makes the trip challenging
for her. She achieves a new
understanding of humanity and
death during her short travel
to Iran and meetings with her
father’s friends.

“The Painting Pool” is about
a boy named Soheil, who has
a problem with his physically
challenged parents.

Award-winning short animation
“The Song of Flying Leaves” to compete in MCM

TEHRAN-The [ranian-Armenian short
animation “The Song of Flying Leaves” will be
screened in the 25th International Festival
Music & Cinema Marseille (MCM) in France in
April.

Attending the Short Animations competition
section of the festival, the 2D animation will
compete with 11 other works from Finland,
France, Portugal, Ireland, Australia, Lithuania,
the U.S., Bulgaria, Belgium, Czech Republic, and
Slovakia, Honaronline reported.

Directed by Armine Anda, the mystery drama
is a journey to a dream through an encounter
between Suna, a 12-year-old girl who uses
leaves as a blanket, and an old man who
possesses secret knowledge. It is a reflection
on friendship between a father and a daughter,
a teacher and a student, an adult and a child,
and the path that can turn the impossible into
possible.

Being the first Armenian-Iranian animated
film, the 12-minute flick is a co-production of

Hoorakhsh Studios from Iran and Hoshkee Film
of Armenia.

During the past 10 month, since its premiere,
the short flick has attended 48 international
festivals, receiving 10 awards.

A production of 2023, it has so far won
several awards including Golden Flame Best
Animation and Producers awards in Lantern
& Light International Children’s Film Festival
(Australia), Special Mention award in Corto
Lovere International Short Film Festival (Italy),
an award from the Mexico International Short
Film Festival (Mexico), and Golden Apricot
Award in the short film competition at the
Golden Apricot Yerevan International Film
Festival.

Founded in 2005 in Tehran, Hoorakhsh
Studios provides artists with the tools they need
to create their best work. Focusing on creativity
and innovation in animation, it attracts young
talents, partners, and clients worldwide.

With notable efforts for many years, it has
become the lead efficient producer, partner, and
financer in the field of independent cinematic
animation in Iran.

With a focus on young cinematographic
creation and musical composition for screen,
the artistic policy of the International Festival
Music & Cinema Marseille is unique in Europe.
Created in 1999, the MCM is recognized among
the professional industry, both at a national and
international level, as a reference in musical
composition for screen. Every year, the festival
presents over 250 movies, welcomes 500
professionals and reaches and audience of
more than 25,000.

Thefestival has four main focuses; it supports
young creators, promote cultural diversity
through international programs, train talents
and support them in their creative process, and
create an image education program.

The 25th edition of the festival will be held in
Marseille from April 1to 6.

Renowned Palestinian artist Fathi Ghaben passes away

Fathi Ghaben, a renowned painter
and a pillar of Palestine’s artistic
community, passed away last week
at the age of 77 after appeals from
his family to Israeli authorities that
would have allowed Ghaben to leave
the Gaza Strip to seek medical aid.

In a statement, the Palestinian
Ministry of Culture said that Ghaben
was suffering from chronic chest
and lung illness, and had been unable
to find help in Gaza's healthcare
system, which has collapsed amid
repeated Israeli airstrikes in the
region, ARTnews reported on Friday.

Gaza’'s health ministry reported
on Thursday that the number of
Palestinians killed since October 7
has exceeded 30,000. Among the
dead are artist Heba Zagout and
scholar and poet Refaat Alareer.

Ghaben was one of Palestine’s
most prominent painters, having
gained renown in the 1970s and
'80s for his exuberantly colored
paintings  that  memorialized
Palestinian resistance. He was also
afierce advocate for arts education
in Palestine and was a founding
member of the Association of

Fine Artists and Artists in Gaza
and established the Fathi Ghaben
Center of Arts.

“Palestine was always present
in all its details in Ghaben's works,
Palestinian Minister of Culture Atef
Abu Seif said. “He immortalized
the life of the Palestinian village
that the Nakba wanted to erase,
remembering the village of Harbia, in
which he was born.”

He was born in 1947, one year
before Israel forcibly expelled
750,000 Palestinians from the land
they called home.

That event is communally called
the Nakba; its name translates to
the Catastrophe. Ghaben's family
resettled in the Jabaliya camp in
Gaza, where he lived for most of his
life. Having left school at age 15,
he supported his family by selling
newspapers, all while teaching
himself to paint with the supplies
that he managed—often with great
difficulty—to find.

He transitioned to painting full-
time, transmuting the suffering
of his neighbors and nation into
symbolic, defiant portraits. In some,

swelling crowds flood the street
while horses, painted as large as
the sky, rear and fight against their
shackles.

“My paintings are not filled with
smiles; they are not loud, flashy or
without a deep thought. | draw the
national Palestinian issues and the
reality of the Palestinian struggle,
the artist once said.

He taught art at the Al Naser
Islamic school for 13 years and
expressed with frustration with
how the struggle to meet basic
needs impeded artistic ambitions in
Palestine. “I cannot afford paint and
tools, so | cannot fully engage in my
art, and the children need food on
the table daily—it's a big dilemma’
he said.

Ghaben also served as an adviser
in the Ministry of Culture, during
which time he gifted the building
multiple beloved murals.

In 2015, the Palestinian
government awarded him the Order
of Culture, Science, and Arts on the
Creativity Level, and later, he received
the Medal of Sword of Canaan from
Yasser Arafat and the Annual Media

Freedom Awards  Appreciation
Award from the Palestinian Press
House. His international accolades
included the Order of Hiroshima and
the Order of the World Federation of
Societies of Tokyo.

Speaking to ARTnews, prominent
Palestinian painter Samia Halaby
recounted  her  decades-long
friendship with Ghaben: “His best
work and professionalism depended
on the revolutionary optimism of the
Intifada,” she said. “His best work had
a combination of symbolist attitudes
and Cubist form. Like all the artists
of the First Intifada, Fathi was proud
to have a cause and was loyal to it

Ghaben was arrested by Israeli
authorities on several occasions,
sometimes because of his art, which
was deemed to be “inciting violence.”

These events were described in
the catalogue for a joint exhibition
of Israeli and Palestinian artists
held in 1984 in Tel Aviv titled “Israeli
and Palestinian Artists Against
Occupation.” That show was closed
abruptly by the Israeli Military, and
multiple paintings were confiscated.

Vahdat Hall to host performance showcasing Iranian traditions

TEHRAN-Tehran’s Vahdat Hall will be hosting
a ritual performance on Iranian costumes and
traditions on March 8.

Ava Music Ensemble along with Vashtan Art
Groupe will perform the program entitled “Color
and Symbol”, ILNA reported on Saturday.

With Elaheh Dabbaghi as the writer and director,

and Majid Fallahpur as the producer, the program
will focus on Iranian traditions.

The show will feature performances by Farzaneh
Akhavan, Maryam Akhavan Goran, Farnaz Azhdari,

Zahra Akbari, Razieh Ariafard, Aida Bayati, Faezeh
Pourjajarmi, Atieh Janqorban, Fatemeh Jahani
Tabesh, Setayesh Javadi, and Donya Damak.

Ritual performance and play are integral
aspects of cultures around the world, serving as
important means of expressing beliefs, traditions,
and values.

Ritual performances often involve symbolic
gestures, actions, and ceremonies that are
deeply rooted in cultural or religious significance.
These performances can range from religious

ceremonies like prayers and sacrifices to cultural
celebrations such as festivals and dances.

On the other hand, plays are scripted
performances that typically involve actors
portraying characters in a story or situation.
While ritual performances are often steeped in
tradition and solemnity, plays provide a platform
for creative expression and storytelling. Both
ritual performance and play hold significant roles
in shaping and preserving cultural identity and
heritage.
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