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Iran aims to attract 
millions of Chinese 
vacationers

TEHRAN – Iran has set its sights on 
attracting millions of Chinese nationals as part 
of its strategy to boost the tourism industry.

With diplomatic relations between Tehran 
and Beijing strengthening in recent years, 
officials from both nations have been 
engaging in discussions to facilitate easier 
travel for Chinese citizens to Iran. 

The move is part of Iran’s broader efforts 
to diversify its tourism market and reduce its 
dependency on traditional sources of income.

Apart from previous privileges such as a 
granting visa-free regime to Chinese visitors, 
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts has recently arranged 
for 20 popular Chinese influencers to visit 
the country and see its landmark natural, 
historical, and cultural attractions, IRNA 
reported.  Page 6

Sudan denies WSJ 
report Iran trying to 
build naval station in 
Red Sea

TEHRAN- Ali al-Sadiq Ali, Sudan’s Foreign 
Minister, has refuted claims by Western 
media on Iran’s endeavor to create a 
permanent naval base on the nation’s Red 
Sea coast in Northeast Africa.

“I have read the article published in 
American daily newspaper The Wall Street 
Journal. The news story is false and 
fabricated,” Ali told the Arabic service of 
Russia’s Sputnik news agency on the sidelines 
of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum 2024 in 
the southwestern Turkish city of Antalya on 
Sunday.

He clarified that Sudan has not been asked to 
create a base by Iran. “I just visited Iran, but no one 
brought up this matter to me there.”  Page 2

Iran, Algeria sign 
energy cooperation 
document

TEHRAN - Iran’s Oil Minister Javad Oji and Al-
geria’s Minister of Energy and Mines, Mohamed 
Arkab signed a document to cooperate in the oil 
and gas sector in the Algerian capital Algiers on 
Sunday.

The two ministers inked the document in the 
presence of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and 
his Algerian counterpart Abdelmadjid Tebboune, 
Shana reported.

Five more documents were signed by the two 
countries’ officials to cooperate in the fields of 
science, technology, economy, sports, tourism, 
and media as well as the knowledge-based sector.

Heading a high-ranking economic and political 
delegation, Reisi arrived in Algiers on Saturday 
morning and delivered a speech at the 7th Gas Ex-
porting Countries Forum (GECF) Summit of Heads 
of State and Government later in the day.

Earlier on Sunday, the two presidents held a 
joint press conference, during which Raisi said 
Iran and Algeria are determined to expand their 
economic, commercial, and political relations.

The 7th Summit of GECF Member Countries 
Heads of State and Government convened in the 
historic city of Algiers, the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria, on 2 March 2024.

During the summit, the leaders approved the 
Algiers Declaration in the spirit of solidarity and 
cooperation. The summit brought together heads 
of state and government from member countries, 
Algeria, Bolivia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Iran, Lib-
ya, Nigeria, Qatar, Russia, Trinidad and Tobago, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela, from observer 
members, namely Angola, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Malay-
sia, Mauritania, Mozambique, and Peru, as well Italy, 
Oman, Senegal, and Tunisia as guest countries. 

OIC will face ‘litmus test’ 
over U.S. backing for 
Israel aggressive war 
crimes: Iran

TEHRAN- The spokesman for Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry has emphasized the significance 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s 
(OIC) impending emergency meeting, stating 
that the 57-member group is “facing a test” 
over Israel’s genocide in the Gaza Strip.

One day prior to an unusual meeting of the 
OIC Council of Foreign Ministers on the Gaza 
war in the Saudi city of Jeddah, Nasser Ka-
naani made the comments at a weekly news 
briefing on Monday. Saudi Arabia has hosted 
two meetings of this kind; the first was held 
there the previous year.

“This cruel war continues in the shadow of 
warmongering by the Zionist regime’s offi-
cials and the unlimited support of the United 
States. The OIC is facing a test tomorrow to 
show how much of its capacity it will use in 
support of Palestine,” he said.

“The leaders of Muslim countries are ex-
pected to take a strong and unanimous deci-
sion that requires an effective step to defend 
Palestine, with an urgency of stopping the 
war.”  Page 2
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“Subversive Trojan horse” in 
Washington

By Shahrokh Saei 
TEHRAN- Cracks are further widening within the Israeli 

wartime leadership throwing a spotlight on the regime’s 
failed policy toward the war on Gaza.

Israeli war cabinet member Benny Gantz is visiting the 
United States and holding talks with U.S. officials in defiance 
of the regime’s premier. 

Reports suggest that Benjamin Netanyahu has blown 
the fuse because Gantz is holding meetings with Americans 
without his approval.  

Transportation Minister Miri Regev, a member of 
Netanyahu’s Likud party, has made a blistering attack on 
Gantz, accusing him of acting “subversively” against the 
Israeli cabinet with his U.S. visit.

Israeli Regional Cooperation Minister Dudi Amsalem also 
accused Gantz of acting like a “Trojan horse”. 

Gantz joined Netanyahu’s coalition after Hamas’ October 
7 attack inside Israel which was followed by the regime’s 
brutal onslaught on the Gaza Strip.

“Mr. Gantz, your participation in the government was 
aimed at creating unity at a time of emergency, not for you 
to be a Trojan horse,” he said.  Page 5

Uncovering the 
untold tragic truths 
of Palestine through 

graphic novels

By Ali Hamedin

TEHRAN- Comic books have long been a source of humor 
and entertainment for children and some adults. However, 
some journalists and cartoonists have tried to express 
serious and sometimes tragic issues, diverging from the 
dominance of vibrant superheroes and cheerful content, 
leading to the emergence of comic journals. These artists 
are using their medium to address important world issues 
and shed light on human suffering.

Among these comic artists is American cartoonist and 
journalist Sarah Glidden. During her trip to the occupied 
territories, Glidden encountered the truth of the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, which was contrary to the narrative of the 
so-called “unbiased” mainstream media. She turns her 
travel story into a graphic novel. The cartoonist also traveled 
to Syria and Iraq and paints another report of truth with 
watercolors; “Rolling Blackouts: Dispatches from Turkey, 
Syria, and Iraq” published in 2016.  Page 8

American nationals killed 
fighting in Gaza 

By Ali Karbalaei 
TEHRAN - Reports that have surfaced on the large 

number of American citizens killed while fighting for the 
Israeli regime in its genocidal war against the people of Gaza 
have raised controversy. 

The Israeli military says more than 23,000 American 
citizens are currently serving in its ranks. The Washington 
Post also reports thousands of American soldiers 
and American/Israeli soldiers are fighting in Tel Aviv’s 
devastating war on Gaza, where multiple war crimes have 
been committed against the Palestinian population. 

The Washington Post highlights while U.S. citizens make 
up less than 2 percent of the entire Israeli settler population, 
Americans account for about 10 percent of all Israeli military 
fatalities since the start of the Israeli ground invasion of the 
Gaza Strip in late October. The casualty figures are believed 
to be based on the U.S. embassy in occupied al-Quds 
(Jerusalem), and data released by the Israeli military. Tel Aviv 
has been widely accused of downplaying its casualties in the 
Gaza Strip to avoid any loss of “morale”, which means the 
real number of U.S. military fatalities in the Strip could be 
considerably higher.  Page 5

Iran, Qatar hold defense 
talks at DIMDEX expo in 
Doha

TEHRAN - Iranian Defense Minister 
Mohammad Reza Ashtiani is visiting Doha, the 
capital of Qatar, to hold talks with top Qatari 
defense and military officials and visit the 
Doha International Maritime Defence Exhibition 
and Conference (DIMDEX).

Upon his arrival in Doha, General Ashtiani 
engaged in significant discussions with Khalid 
bin Mohammad Al Attiyah, the Minister of 
Defense of Qatar. The talks focused on enhancing 
diplomatic and military cooperation between the 
two nations.

In the Qatari capital, the Iranian Minister 
of Defense and his counterpart delved into a 
comprehensive exploration of mutual interests, 
emphasizing the need for collaborative efforts 
to address regional security challenges. The 
discussions also encompassed strategic 
planning for joint military exercises and shared 
defense initiatives.  Page 2

Mark Zuckerberg takes his seat before a joint hearing of the Commerce and Judiciary Committees on Capitol Hill, April 11, 2018.
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Meta: An Extension of 
Western Governments

Evidence obtained by Tehran Times shows politicians 
manage Meta’s content



In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the lies 
of the opposition about the flood of Sistan and 
Baluchestan and wrote: The Iranian opposition 
started falsifying and making lies again. Following 
last week’s rains in Sistan and Baluchistan, floods 
caused damage to people in some areas of this 
province. In the meantime, the figures of the Iranian 
opposition sought to exploit the flood in Sistan 
and Baluchestan by lying and falsifying images 
and news as usual. They propagated images of 
the oppressed Palestinian children as the flooded 
children of Sistan and Baluchestan, but these Iranian 
opposition groups and figures have been supporting 
the Zionist terrorist regime since the beginning 
of the war and never spoke about the oppressed 
people of Palestine. Basically, the use of old, fake and 
archival images of the deprivations of the people of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq and now the oppression 
of Palestine has become a strategy of the Iranian 
opposition to create lies.

Etemed: Iran’s new lever to get out of the 
nuclear deadlock

As regards Iran’s nuclear issue, Etemad pointed 
out: Bloomberg has claimed that Iran’s decision 
to reduce its uranium stockpile from near bomb 
grade in favor of producing specialized fuel 
for advanced civil nuclear reactors may be a 
negotiating tactic with the West, especially the 
United States. It seems that nuclear diplomacy 
with Iran will basically be stopped until after the 
end of the U.S. presidential election. Inside Iran, 
everyone is waiting for Iran’s strategy and plan 
to be determined to advance the negotiations. 
However, the United States is looking for a new 
tactic to put more pressure on Iran regarding 
its nuclear program. Some former United States 
officials said that Iran’s recent actions to reduce 
its enriched uranium stockpile contain a positive 
element. According to Robert Kelly, there should 
be a high-priority diplomatic effort to allow Iran to 
produce and sell all of its diluted stockpiles under 
the usual IAEA safeguards.

Javan: The Persian Gulf Cooperation Council is 
not in a position to comment against Iran

In an article, Javan addressed the recent 
statement of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 
against Iran and said: We are going to witness an 
important event in Jeddah at the headquarters of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation regarding 
Palestine. This is the second meeting of the 
ministers of Islamic foreign affairs, which will be 

held extraordinarily, and both meetings are the 
product of the diplomatic efforts of Iran and some 
other member countries of this organization. 
Due to the special position and importance of 
the organization, it was expected that in this 
period of 5 months crimes of the Zionist regime 
against the people of Gaza witnessed effective 
action by this organization. Unfortunately, we 
did not witness that the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation plays its role in supporting Palestine 
as it should. Regarding the claim made by some 
Persian Gulf countries regarding the right to use 
the Arash gas field, Iran has repeatedly announced 
its principled positions based on international 
laws and unilateral claims will not create any 
rights for the claimant. Iran’s view in relations 
with its neighbors is to try to build a positive and 
constructive atmosphere and emphasize common 
and friendly issues, and such issues in unilateral 
statements are not acceptable in any way.

Ham Mihan: The Islamic Republic of Iran and 
its entry into the future world system

In a commentary, Ham Mihan dealt with the 
issue of Iran’s readiness as an effective actor 
in the future world system and said: For several 
years, the authorities of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran have been promising a change in the world 
order and transition from a unipolar system led 
by the United States to a multipolar system. 
According to Raisi, we are in a decisive historical 
period. The world is changing and transitioning to 
an emerging international order, and this path is 
irreversible. What is key to the new international 
order is to abandon global dominance and 
replace it with regional orders and cooperation. 
During the past 45 years, different governments 
and the country’s foreign policy system have 
been united on the implementation of some 
principles in foreign relations. Issues such as anti-
Americanism, support for Palestine, and support 
for regional resistance groups are among the 
issues that have been more or less respected by 
different governments after the revolution. In 
some cases, the principles of foreign policy did 
not change with the change of governments, but 
in some cases, we saw intermittent and serious 
changes. It can be said that the main strategies of 
foreign policy existed from the past and have not 
changed fundamentally, but tactics that are even 
contradictory to those main strategies have been 
implemented.

TEHRAN - Rafael Grossi, the Director General of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), has 
once again called on Iran to fully cooperate with 
the agency despite Iran’s continued cooperation. 

In his recent Introductory Statement to the 
Board of Governors, reported on the Agency’s 
website, Grossi expressed concern about Iran’s 
alleged increasing enriched uranium stockpile, 
stating, “Iran’s stockpile of enriched uranium 
continues to increase, even though the level of 

uranium enriched up to 60% has fallen slightly.” 

He highlighted the lack of continuity in knowledge 
regarding the production and inventory of various 
nuclear components. Grossi noted, “The Agency 
has lost continuity of knowledge in relation to the 
production and inventory of centrifuges, rotors and 
bellows, heavy water and uranium ore concentrate. 
It is three years since Iran stopped provisionally 
applying its Additional Protocol and, therefore, it 
is also three years since the Agency was able to 
conduct complementary access in Iran.”

Grossi raised alarms about the lack of progress 
in resolving outstanding safeguards issues, 
pointing to Iran’s alleged failure to provide 
technically credible explanations for uranium 
particles of anthropogenic origin at Varamin and 
Turquzabad. 

Concluding, Grossi underscored the need 
for constructive and meaningful engagement, 
reiterating his call for Iran to fully cooperate with 
the Agency.The alleged concerns continue to rise 

up despite Iran’s cooperation with the agency.
Back in May 2018, the then-president of the U.S. 

Donald Trump unilaterally pulled the country out 
of the 2015 Iran deal, officially known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and initiated 
the so-called ‘maximum pressure campaign’ 
against Tehran despite its full compliance with the 
pact. Consequently, Washington’s European allies, 
including France, Germany, and the United Kingdom, 
aligned with the sanctions by curtailing their trade 
activities with Iran.

The subsequent Vienna talks, initiated in April 
2021 with Britain, France, Germany, Russia, and 
China, aimed at reinstating the JCPOA. Iran, firm in its 
stance, insisted on the verifiable removal of all U.S. 
sanctions and sought guarantees against a future 
abandonment of the agreement by Washington.

However, discussions hit a standstill in August 
2022, primarily due to Washington’s unwavering 
position of not lifting all the sanctions imposed on 
Tehran by the previous U.S. administration. 

TEHRAN- Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi has 
revealed that the turnout for the March 1 elections 
stood at 41%, with approximately 25 million 
individuals participating, including a 5% count of 
blank votes.

In a press conference held on Monday evening, 
Minister Vahidi lauded the successful conduct of 
both the parliamentary and Assembly of Experts 
elections, stating that it brought joy to supporters 
of democracy while stirring resentment among 
detractors. 

He emphasized the resilience of the Iranian 
people, who defied attempts by hostile forces to 
dampen enthusiasm and suppress voter turnout.

Vahidi commended the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution for his guidance during the electoral 

process, crediting Ayatollah Khamenei’s principles 
with steering the nation in the right direction. 

He highlighted the exemplary security measures 
implemented during the elections, despite efforts 
by adversaries to disrupt proceedings, asserting 
that the nation’s enemies suffered a significant 
setback in their attempts to sow chaos.

Regarding the integrity of the elections, Vahidi 
stressed that the country adhered to the highest 
health standards, ensuring meticulous attention 
to every vote cast. 

He expressed gratitude to all involved for 
their efforts in upholding these standards, 
acknowledging the challenging circumstances, 
including adverse weather conditions and external 
threats, that were overcome to facilitate the 

participation of 25 million voters.

The minister applauded the robust competition 
among candidates representing various political 
factions, underscoring the diversity of voices that 
contributed to the democratic process. 

He noted an increase in voter turnout compared 
to previous elections, despite the challenges 
faced, and extended congratulations to the newly 
elected members of parliament and the Assembly 
of Experts.

Addressing concerns about invalid votes, Vahidi 
clarified that only 5% of votes were deemed 
blank across the country, dismissing narratives 
suggesting widespread irregularities. 

He also announced that the second round of 
elections is scheduled to take place in early spring.

From page 1   ”GCC unable to 
comment on islands in Persian Gulf”

Kanaani also addressed a 
statement against Iran that the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
(GCC) Ministerial Council released 
following its meeting in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia.

The communiqué restated the 
United Arab Emirates’ claim to the 
three islands in the Persian Gulf: Abu 

Musa, the Greater and Lesser Tunbs.

Iran has consistently stressed its 
sovereignty over the islands based 
on international law, according to 
the senior diplomat.

He went on to add, “The GCC 
is not in a position to comment 
on this matter. Issuing unilateral 
statements negates the positive 
atmosphere in relations between 
Iran and the countries in this region. 

Iran expects its neighbors to adopt 
a realistic approach and avoid false 
comments.”

There are innumerable historical, 
legal, and geographical records in 
Iran and other countries that attest 
to the historical status of the three 
Persian Gulf islands—Abu Musa, 
the Greater and Lesser Tunbs— as 
belonging to Iran. Nonetheless, 
the islands have been consistently 

claimed by the United Arab Emirates.

The islands were ruled by the 
British until November 30, 1971, 
when Iran regained authority over 
them two days before the United 
Arab Emirates was set to become an 
official state, and one day after the 
British withdrew their troops from 
the region.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   The Wall Street 
Journal reported earlier that Iran 
has asked Sudanese officials 
for permission to establish a 
permanent naval facility on the Red 
Sea coast. 

The newspaper quoted a senior 
Sudanese intelligence official as saying 
that Iran offered Sudan advanced 
weaponry, including a helicopter-
carrying warship, in exchange for 
consent to build the base.

According to the source, Ahmed 
Hassan Mohamed, Iran would have 
been able to “gather intelligence” 
and “station warships” close to the 
strategically important Suez Canal 
and the Israeli-occupied areas if 
the facility had been in place.

Iran and Sudan decided to 
resume diplomatic ties in October 
of last year, following a seven-
year break. The two sides decided 

to strengthen their relationship 
in a number of areas that would 
benefit both Muslim countries and 
promote stability in the region.

In 2016, Sudan severed 
diplomatic ties with Iran in 
response to the Saudi embassy in 
Tehran being stormed.

The African nation has been in 
disarray since the battle began 
on April 15, 2023, as a result of an 
ongoing power struggle between 
General Mohamed Hamdan 
Dagalo’s Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) paramilitary organization 
and General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan’s Sudanese Armed Forces.

Back in February, Sadeq 
embarked on a landmark visit to 
Iran, meeting with his counterpart 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian and 
President Ebrahim Raisi. 

President Raisi highlighted 
the mutual potential and shared 
determination of both states to 
enhance bilateral relations across 
political, economic, and cultural 
spheres. 

Addressing recent regional 
developments, Raisi emphasized 
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
steadfast commitment to 
maintaining a distance from the 
Zionist regime.

He underscored that Tel Aviv’s 
attempts to sow discord among 
Muslims through conspiracies have 
consistently failed.

During his meeting with 
Sadeq, Abdollahian emphasized 
the opening of a new chapter in 
bilateral relations. 

He highlighted the Sudanese 
delegation’s presence as a 

testament to the serious resolve 
of both countries to enhance 
cooperation.

Amir Abdollahian underscored 
the importance of reopening 
embassies and revitalizing ties, 
expressing hope that ambassadors 
would soon be appointed to solidify 
the relationship. He further pointed 
to Iran’s potential in industry, 
technology, engineering, medicine, 
and pharmaceuticals, offering to 
share expertise with Sudan.

Echoing his counterpart’s 
sentiment, Sadeq acknowledged 
the long-standing historical ties 
between the two nations and 
expressed his pleasure with the visit. 

He affirmed Khartoum’s strong 
desire to build robust ties with 
Tehran, looking forward to future 
collaborations and agreements.

From page 1    The meeting featured 
in-depth conversations covering 
various topics of interest to both 
nations. These ranged from regional 
security concerns to the exchange of 
perspectives on potential avenues 
for improvement and development in 
bilateral relations.

The Maritime Defence Capabilities 
Exhibition (DIMDEX) provided a 
platform for showcasing cutting-
edge technologies and military 
capabilities. Ashtiani’s active 
participation in the exhibition 
underscored Iran’s commitment to 
regional stability and its willingness 
to engage in meaningful dialogue 
with neighboring nations. 

As the discussions continue, the 
outcomes of these bilateral talks 
are anticipated to contribute to 
strengthened diplomatic ties and 

collaborative efforts in the realm of 
defense and security between Iran 
and Qatar.During the exhibition, 
Iran’s defense equipment and 
achievements are taking the 
spotlight at the Ministry of Defense 
booth, as reported by Iranian media.

Among the featured 
accomplishments are Iran’s short-

range air defense missile system 
‘9-Dey,’ a variety of anti-ship cruise 
missiles, the man-portable surface-
to-air missile system ‘Misaq,’ the 
‘Khordad’ air defense system, and a 
radar system for human detection.

Furthermore, the exhibition 
includes a display of individual 
armaments, showcasing indigenous 

combat weapons and cartridges with 
calibers of 20 and 12.7 millimeters.

The Iranian Ministry of Defense has 
specifically highlighted key equipment 
at the exhibition, including Shahed 129 
and Shahed 149 drones, referred to 
as ‘Gaza,’ and mapping radar systems 
named S-811 and S-813, alongside the 
F-365 bomb.

Iran has developed an ascendant 
military industry in the past decades. 
The country owns different types 
of precision-guided missiles, 
drones, and defense systems, all 
domestically produced. 

Iranian military experts and 
engineers have made remarkable 
breakthroughs in manufacturing a 
broad range of indigenous equipment 
in recent years, contributing to the 
armed forces’ self-sufficiency.

TEHRAN- The prime minister of Iraq has 
expressed gratitude to Iran for supporting his 
nation in its battle against the terrorist group 
Daesh, citing several areas of shared interest 
between the two countries.

Mohammed Shia al-Sudani made the remarks 
in an interview with the al-Rafidain Center 
for Dialogue, which was published on Sunday, 
according to Iraq’s Al-Ahed news agency.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is our neighbor and 
we have many religious and social commonalities. 
During the fight against Daesh, Iran stood by us,” 
Sudani noted. 

He went on to say that the Iraqi government is 
attempting to bring the various groups’ points of 
view closer together.

After launching a terror campaign in Iraq in 
2014, the Takfiri terrorist group quickly expanded 
its influence throughout the region by conducting 
sprawling strikes.

After a three-year military counterterrorism 
effort in which Hashd al-Shaabi, also known as 
Popular Mobilization Units, played a significant 
role, Iraq proclaimed victory over the terrorist 
group in December 2017.

The former prime minister of Iraq, Nouri al-
Maliki, acknowledged in December of last year 
that Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, the 
late commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps, was crucial to the success 
of the war against terrorism in his nation. Without 
General Soleimani’s support, Iraq would not have 
been able to defeat the terrorists from Daesh.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Sudani discussed 
how an alleged international coalition headed 
by the United States accounted for the foreign 

soldiers stationed in Iraq.

“All conditions and issues, which had caused 
the international coalition to be present in Iraq are 
now gone,” the Iraqi prime minister said. 

Al-Sudani continued by saying that his 
government will continue efforts to end the 
presence of foreign troops in Iraq.

“The mission of foreign [military] advisors will 
come to an end according to a timetable to be 
drawn up by the Higher Military Committee,” he 
added. The goal of the committee’s establishment 
in January was to schedule the gradual departure 
of foreign forces from Iraq and the dissolution of 
the coalition led by the United States.

Based on unfounded allegations that Baghdad 
possessed WMD, the U.S. attacked Iraq in 2003, 
causing murder, mayhem, and devastation 
throughout the Arab nation.

In 2014, the United States and its allies allegedly 
resumed a military operation to counter Daesh. 
The group first appeared in neighboring Syria 
and Iraq after Washington ran out of reasons to 
continue or expand its interference in the West 
Asia region. The U.S. military declared that it would 
withdraw its combat operations from Iraq in 2021, 
although it would keep about 2,500 troops there 
ostensibly as advisors.

Additionally, the Israeli massacre in the Gaza 
Strip continues, and the prime minister of Iraq 
blasted the international community for its 
inability to stop such ruthless massacre. 

“The issue of Palestine is a fundamental issue for 
the people of Iraq,” Sudani said, adding, “The [Iraqi] 
government’s position is that the aggression against 
Gaza must stop and the scope of [the Israeli] war [on 
the territory] should not expand.”
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In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

The lies of the opposition about the 
flood of Sistan and Baluchestan

IAEA director urges Iran’s full cooperation amidst alleged concerns

Interior Ministry discloses 41% voter turnout in March 1 elections

OIC will face ‘litmus test’ over U.S. backing for Israel war crimes: Iran

Sudan denies WSJ report Iran trying to build naval station in Red Sea

Iran, Qatar hold defense talks  
at DIMDEX expo in Doha

Iraqi PM commends Tehran for 
supporting Baghdad in war with Daesh



By Soheila Zarfam 
TEHRAN - Western-based social 

media platforms like Facebook have 
been positioning themselves as 
innocuous and neutral platforms 
that at times get misused and taken 
advantage of by malicious users. 

When Facebook was accused 
of giving rise to violence against 
Muslims in Myanmar, which 
eventually led to the massacre of 
over 25,000 people, it attributed the 
situation to its ignorance of human 
rights risks. Sometime after that in 
2019, the platform announced it was 
establishing a “Strategic Response 
Team (SRT)” to help prevent the 
spread of hate speech and avoid 
fueling another genocide.  

In the most recent genocide taking 
place, however, Facebook is once 
again being accused of stifling truth 
and enabling deadly violence. Figures 
show that since the beginning of 
Israel’s latest war on Gaza, Meta has 
subjected pro-Palestinian accounts 
and posts to systematic censorship 
while turning a blind eye to Israeli 
accounts promoting racism and 
Islamophobia. 

Over 90% of pro-Palestinian 
content has been deleted in the past 
150 days. The company also removed 
the Instagram and Facebook accounts 
of Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei last 
month, in response to his vocal position 
on Israel’s genocidal war in Gaza. 

According to information 
obtained by The Tehran Times, 
Meta’s complicity in violence against 
specific groups is not merely due 
to negligence. Meta appears to 
be seeking content management 
guidance from American and Israeli 
think tanks, rather than leveraging 
insights from local entities with an 
in-depth comprehension of content 
that could threaten the peace and 

stability of their nation.

WestExec, established in 2017 
by U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, and staffed by former and 
current White House or Congress 
officials, is among the advisory 
bodies guiding the tech conglomerate 
on identifying hazardous content and 
determining which posts should have 
broad outreach.

In emails* reviewed by the Tehran 
Times, Facebook’s SRT asks WestExec 
to analyze notable developments 
that include “geopolitical tensions, 
ethnic/sectarian violence, human 
rights violations, increasing 
refugees, hate speech, political 
repression/polarization, civil unrest/
protests, social media restrictions, 
internet shutdowns, spread of 
misinformation, repression of media, 
and elections” in over 38 countries in 
Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

The WestExec workers assigned 
to provide feedback are Cristina 
Killingsworth, Dennis B. Ross, 
Vikram J. Singh, Danny Russel, Tyler 
Beckelman, Lawrence J. Gumbiner, 
Nick Zimmerman, and Rachel 
Ellehuus. All these individuals are 
currently in positions within the 
White House or have previously held 

senior roles in the U.S. government or 
military.

While Meta may claim it is not 
directly instructed by the U.S. 
government to promote or remove 
specific content, receiving guidance 
from American politicians regarding 
its content moderation implies 
that what users see on Facebook 
and Instagram is at the end of the 
day, aligned with the White House’s 
preferences.

In another email scrutinized by 
the Tehran Times, Facebook requests 
WestExec to assess election risk 
ratings for various countries like 
Lebanon and Bahrain. Given the U.S.’s 
track record of involvement in foreign 
nations’ internal affairs, this visibly 
shows U.S. interference in other 
countries’ elections by influencing the 
content disseminated on major social 
media platforms.

Meta is also in touch with 
prominent intelligence officers 
in the West. In more information 
obtained by the Tehran Times, it 
was revealed that Ian McCredie may 
have used Facebook’s help to skew 
election results in Guyana. McCredie 
is an MI6 agent with over 30 years of 
experience. He has helped plan and 

execute intelligence operations and 
secret diplomacy in Iran, Syria, Jordan, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, the United 
States, and Europe. 

While writing an email to an 
employee in Facebook’s SRT team in 
2020, the British intelligence officer 
asks whether the platform is “paying 
attention” to the upcoming March 
elections in Guyana. 

“Social media is the fora of choice 
for electioneering. Guyana is about 
to become exceptionally prosperous. 
Whoever wins will end up controlling 
many hundreds of billions of dollars 
in oil revenue,” wrote McCredie on 
January 15, 2020. In the email seen 
by the Tehran Times, he also explains 
that one of the leading parties is close 
to China. 

Sources have told the Tehran Times 
that McCredie is still with the MI6 
and that he is a determining force in 
intelligence operations against a raft 
of countries including Iran. 

Meta’s close and comfortable 
relationship with high-ranking 
intelligence officers is another sign 
the company is not entirely truthful 
with its users. If McCredie believed 
the chances of receiving assistance 
were slim, he most probably wouldn’t 
have reached out to Meta for help in 
election engineering.  

Meta should clarify why it is 
working with Western politicians 
to manage its content, and why 
intelligence officers feel so 
comfortable asking the company to 
help obstruct democracy in countries 
around the world.

*Copies of the emails mentioned 
in this article are in possession of 

the Tehran Times.

Esteghlal out of 
Iran’s Hazfi Cup
TEHRAN – Esteghlal were knocked out of 

2023/24 Iran’s Hazfi Cup after losing to Mes 2-0 
on Monday. 

The visiting team were awarded a penalty 
in the 12th minute but Mes goalkeeper Hamed 
Lak saved Saleh Hardani’s strike in Rafsanjan’s 
Shohada Stadium.

In the 25th minute, Mohammadmehdi Mohebbi 
found the back of the net and Muntadher 
Mohammed made it 2-0 in the 67th minute. 

Hazfi Cup is an Iranian knockout football 
cup competition held annually by the Football 
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Iranian football league was not held 
during the 1980s, hence the winner of Hazfi Cup 
represented Iran in the Asian Club Championship. 
After the revival of the league system, the 
champion of Iranian league qualified for Asian Club 
Championship and the winner of Hazfi Cup ran for 
Asian Cup Winners’ Cup. However, the Asian Cup 
Winners’ Cup merged with the Asian Champions 
Cup in 2002/03 to form the AFC Champions 
League and Iran had been initially given two (and 
later four) slots in these competitions. 

The Federation decided to award one of Iran’s 
AFC Champions League spots to the winner of the 
Hazfi Cup, and since then, the winners of Hazfi 
Cup have always been allocated a spot in the AFC 
Champions League.

The competition was founded in 1975 and 
Esteghal and Persepolis are the most successful 
clubs with seven titles each.

Rostami wins silver 
at 2024 Fazza Dubai 
World Cup
 TEHRAN– Iran’s Rouhollah Rostami won 

a silver medal in the 13th Fazza Dubai 2024 
ParaPowerlifting World Cup on Monday.

Rostami seized the silver in the men’s up to 
88kg by lifting 214kg.

Chinese powerlifter Panpan Yan took the gold 
medal with a lift of 220kg.

Uzbekistan’s Khusniddin Usmanov finished 
third with 206kg. 

Iranian powerlifters Mohsen Bakhtiar in up to 
59kg, Ahmad Aminzadeh in over 107kg and Ali 
Akbar Gharibshahi in up to 107kg had earlier won 
two gold medals as well as a silver medal which 
was won by Hamed Solhipour in up to 97kg.

Fazza 13th Para Powerlifting 2024 World 
Cup, which serves as qualification for the 2024 
Paralympic Games in Paris, has brought 183 
powerlifters from 32 countries together in Dubai, 
the UAE from February 28 to March 6.

Volleyball federation 
forced to hire 
Mauricio Paes
TEHRAN - The appointment of Mauricio Motta 

Paes as the head coach of the Iranian men’s 
national volleyball team has elicited diverse 
reactions.

The Brazilian has been named as the new head 
coach of Iran’s men’s national volleyball team, as 
announced by the Iranian Volleyball Federation on 
Wednesday. 

Paes will lead Team Melli until the conclusion of 
the 2024 Olympic Games, with the possibility of 
extending his tenure for an additional two years. 
Paes has most recently served as the coach of 
Ukraine’s Epicentr-Podolyany team.

Vahid Moradi, interim president of the 
Volleyball Federation, expressed his support 
for Paes’s appointment, stating, “Paes is highly 
motivated and possesses a winning mindset, with 
a remarkable record. He previously coached the 
French women’s national team and leading some 
clubs to multiple French league titles. He also 
has an illustrious history with Japan’s Panasonic 
Panthers club. We negotiated with 20 candidates 
and ultimately reached an agreement with Paes.”

Paes replaced Behrouz Ataei, who was sacked 
in October due to the poor results in the 2023 
Volleyball Nations League.

Ebrahim Vatanparast, a volleyball veteran in 
Iran and a former member of the Federation’s 

Technical Committee, remarked, “The Brazilian 
coach was not among the candidates when 
I participated in the Federation’s Technical 
Committee meetings. At that time, the names 
of 15 top coaches in the world were considered, 
which ultimately narrowed down to four, including 
Angelo Lorenzetti and Roberto Piazza.”

“The Volleyball Federation’s vision should 
extend to the 2028 Olympics because if the 
national team participate in the 2024 Nations 
League and the 2024 Olympics without a coach, 
the outcome will differ significantly from having 
one. The Volleyball Federation must negotiate 
with a charismatic coach for the 2028 Olympics. 
Iran’s volleyball reputation in the world has been 
tarnished, and a new spirit needs to be infused 
into the national team,” He added.

Naser Mirfakhraei, a member of the executive 
board and the Technical Committee of the 
Volleyball Federation, also shared his thoughts, 
saying, “We expected to have a larger and more 
prestigious coach, but currently, all the top 
coaches in the world are busy, and we have not 
been able to secure their services. Additionally, 
due to the conditions of our national team, the 
top-tier coaches may not be eager to come to 
Iran, as our chances of securing an Olympics 
quota are slim.”

Iran’s prospects for qualifying for the 2024 
Paris Olympics are dim due to poor performance 
in the 2023 FIVB Volleyball Nations League and 
the Olympic qualifiers.

Iran water polo start 
Asian Age Group 
Championship in style
TEHRAN – Iran water polo team defeated 

Malaysia 34-3 on Monday at the 11th Asian Age 
Group Championship.

Iran are drawn in Group B along with Malaysia, 
Kazakhstan, Sri Lanka and Singapore. Group A 
consists of Japan, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, China 
and Thailand.

The 11th Asian Age Group Championships 
include four aquatic disciplines, namely 
swimming, diving, water polo, and artistic 
swimming.

The competition is being held from Feb. 26 to 
March 9 at the New Clark City Aquatics Center in 
Capas, Tarlac, the Philippines.

The Asian Age Group Championship is a highly 
anticipated and prestigious swimming event 
that brings together young swimmers from 
across Asia. Held under the patronage of Asia 
Aquatics (formerly known as the Asian Swimming 
Federation or AASF), the championship showcases 
the immense talent and potential of the region’s 
emerging swimmers.

More than 1,000 athletes from 25 countries 
compete at the tournament.

Iranian powerlifters 
win two more 
medals at Fazza 
2024 World Cup
TEHRAN - Iran’s Aliakbar Gharibshahi and 

Hamed Solhipour claimed a gold and a silver 
medal, respectively at the 13th Fazza Dubai 2024 
ParaPowerlifting World Cup.

Gharibshahi finished in the first place in the 
men’s up to 107kg with a lift of 250kg. Mongolia’s 
Sodnompiljee Enkhbayar and Uzbekistan’s Ilkhom 
Khalimov won silver and bronze medal with 240kg 
and 221kg, respectively.

Also, Solhipour came second by lifting 221 in 
the men’s up to 97kg. 

Chinese powerlifter Jixiong Ye seized the gold 
medal with 241kg and bronze medal went to 
Uzbekistan’s Farhod Umirzakov with 217kg.

Iran’s Mohsen Bakhtiar in up to 59kg and 
Ahmad Aminzadeh in over 107kg had already won 
two gold medals.

Fazza 13th Para Powerlifting 2024 World Cup 
serves as qualification for the 2024 Paralympic 
Games in Paris.

The championships, which started on 
Wednesday, are being held in Dubai, the UAE until 
Mar. 6.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

TEHRAN- The Iranian Army Navy’s 212 
helicopters have been outfitted with sonar and 
Qaem 114 missiles, as reported by Tasnim on 
Monday. 

This upgrade was showcased during the 
Ministry of Defense exhibition, highlighting 
advancements in maritime technology, including 

enhancements to the Iranian Navy’s helicopter 
fleet.

The incorporation of sonar technology enables 
the helicopters to detect submarines and engage 
surface vessels effectively. 

Sonar, an acronym for sound navigation 
and ranging, utilizes sound waves to navigate, 
communicate, and detect objects underwater.

There are two types of sonar technology: passive 
sonar, which involves listening for vessel sounds, 
and active sonar, which emits sound pulses and 
listens for echoes. Sonar serves various purposes, 
including acoustic location and measurement of 
underwater targets’ echo characteristics.

Historically, sonar’s origins trace back to 1490 
with Leonardo da Vinci, and its development 
accelerated during World War I to counter 
submarine threats. The British and French 

pioneered early underwater listening devices, 
leading to the advancement of sonar technology 
over time.

Additionally, the Iranian Navy’s aviation fleet 
includes SH-3 anti-submarine helicopters, 
capable of detecting and engaging submarines 
with Mark 46 torpedoes.

Furthermore, the 212 helicopters now feature 
Qaem 114 vertical missiles and an electro-optical 
system for day and night vessel detection and 
targeting. These missiles, with three optical 
guidance methods, offer a range of 2 to 12 
kilometers and weigh 50 kilograms.

The integration of Qaem 114 missiles enhances 
the Navy’s capability to support amphibious 
operations, aiding in coastal capture and 
countering small enemy vessels and pirate boats 
in regions like the Gulf of Aden.

TEHRAN - Millions of Iranians 
went to the polls on March 1 to elect 
290 lawmakers and 88 members of 
the Assembly of Experts, the body 
responsible, according to the Iranian 
constitution itself, for “electing 
and overseeing” the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution. 

The Assembly of Experts is a body 
elected through direct popular vote 
every eight years. To run for office, 
candidates must be experts in 
Islamic jurisprudence, pass multiple 
written and oral exams, and obtain 
approval from the Guardian Council. 
The Guardian Council, in turn, 
consists of 12 members appointed 
by the Supreme Leader and the 
parliament. It is noteworthy that 
five of the 12 members of the 
Guardian Council are also part of the 
Assembly of Experts.

The Assembly represents one 
of the fundamental pillars of 
Iran’s institutional structure. Its 
mere existence guarantees active 
participation of the population in the 
country’s political life. In this regard, 

the founder of the Islamic Republic, 
Imam Khomeini, emphasized that 
if the people elect the Council to 
appoint a just mujtahid, that is, an 
interpreter of Islamic law, to lead 
the government, then the experts 
would nominate a person to assume 
that leadership. In this situation, 
authority is validated by the people, 
and the Wali Faqih (supreme leader) 
is democratically elected, providing 
his government with a solid legal 
basis.

Therefore, according to the 
structure of the institutional 
architecture of the Islamic Republic 
itself, one can speak of a circularity 
of power where the highest figure, 
the Wali Faqih, is indirectly elected 
through the Assembly of Experts, 
which in turn is directly elected by 
the population, as mentioned earlier. 
In this sense, it is important to 
remember that the current Leader 
of the Islamic Republic, Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, was appointed by the 
Assembly of Experts in 1989.

The position of the Supreme 

Leader is one of the most enigmatic 
within Iranian politics and has often 
been distortedly interpreted, being 
considered autocratic. However, 
the Iranian constitution, in Article 
56, makes it clear that “absolute 
sovereignty over the world and 
human belongs to God. And it is He 
who has granted sovereignty over 
their social destiny to humans. No 
one can usurp this divine right from 
humans or apply it for the benefit 
of a specific person or group.” This 
article reflects the idea expressed 
in Surah al-Ikhlas of the Quran, 
where any attempt to usurp divine 
sovereignty is rejected.

The provisions in the mentioned 
article dismiss any individual or 
autocratic authority, as sovereignty 
belongs to the Ummah, and no 
individual or singular group can 
appropriate, divide, or confiscate 
any part of it.

In this regard, one can mention, 
for example, Article 107 of the 
constitution, which stipulates that 
the Supreme Leader is equal to 

others before the law and is subject 
to the law. Similarly, the authority 
of the Wali Faqih is subject to four 
constitutional safeguards:

- Article 4, which refers to Islamic 
principles and commandments, 
establishes a fundamental basis for 
the exercise of power by the Wali 
Faqih.

- Article 107, which pertains to 
legislative laws, provides a legal 
framework within which the power 
of the Wali Faqih must operate, 
thus ensuring its subjection to 
established laws.

- Article 156, which refers to the 
sovereignty of the people and the 
social destiny conferred by God, 
underscores the importance of 
popular legitimacy and divine will in 
the exercise of power, reaffirming 
the Wali Faqih’s responsibility 
towards the community.

- The republican requirements for 
a government backed by the people.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Army’s 212 helicopters equipped with sonar technology  
and Qaem 114 missiles

The Assembly of Experts: Key role in the constitutional 
framework of the Islamic Republic
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Meta: an extension of Western 
governments



TEHRAN - Iran and Ghana have signed a 
document on cooperation in the field of air 
transportation.

The signing of the mentioned document 

comes as the two countries previously agreed 
upon launching direct flights between Tehran 
and Accra.The signing ceremony was held in 
Tehran, IRNA reported.

According to the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Civil Aviation Authority (ICAA), permission 
has already been granted for this cooperation 
after approval by the Iranian cabinet 
members.

Following the legal procedure and the 
coordination with the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, a high-ranking delegation from 
Ghana arrived in Tehran.

Subsequently, the ICAA drafted a mutual 
agreement on air transport between Iran and 
Ghana, establishing a legal framework for the 
launch of flights.

TEHRAN - Abadan oil refinery, the 
largest in Iran, has reported an increase 
in processing capacity in line with the Oil 
Ministry’s new policy to slash the export of 
crude oil.

Hakim Qhayem, the refinery’s managing 
director, told IRNA that the facility’s 
processing capacity has risen to 500,000 
barrels per day (bpd), up from 470,000 this 

time last year.
“After stabilizing at 500,000 barrels of 

crude oil per day, we plan to elevate the 
capacity to 520,000 bpd by the end of the 
year,” he said.

When the government of President 
Ebrahim Raisi took office in 2021, the Abadan 
refinery processed 370,000 bpd of crude oil, 
he added.

“With strategic targeting and planning, 
we aim to transform the Abadan refinery 
into a petro-refinery, increasing its capacity 
to 630,000 bpd by the end of the thirteenth 
government,” Qhayem said.

The official added that some $400 million 
has been earmarked to turn the Abadan 
facility into the “largest refinery” in the West 
Asia region.

TEHRAN- Iran exported 
commodities valued at $11.5 
billion to China during the first 
ten months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21, 2023-January 20, 2024), the 
head of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA) announced.

According to Mohammad 
Rezvani-Far, China was the top 
export destination of Iranian 
goods in the mentioned ten-
month period.

Also, exporting commodities 
valued at $15.2 billion to Iran, 
China was Iran’s second source 
of imports in the first ten months 
of the present year, the IRICA 
head announced.

According to the data 
released by China’s customs 
administration, the value of 
trade between Iran and China 
in 2023 exceeded $14.6 billion, 
registering a 6.2 percent decline 
compared to 2022.

Based on the mentioned data, 
the two countries exchanged 
$14.650 billion worth of products 
in 2023, while the value of trade 
between the two countries stood 
at $15.5 billion in 2022.

Iran’s exports to China in 
December 2023 registered a 
30-percent growth compared 
to the same period a year 
earlier.

China exported $10.70 billion 
worth of products to Iran from 
January to December 2023, 
indicating an 8.6 percent growth.

According to the Chinese 
customs data, The Asian country 
exported $9.270 billion worth of 
products to Iran from January to 
December 2022.

China’s import of products 
from Iran fell from $6.230 
billion in 2022 to $4.580 billion 
in 2023, showing a 27 percent 
decline.

The balance of trade exchanges 
between the two countries 
reached about $5.5 billion in 
2023 in favor of China.

The value of the trade between 
Iran and China in December 2023 
hit $1.251 billion, showing a four 
percent growth compared to the 
previous year’s corresponding 
period.

China is one of Iran’s main trade 
partners that has maintained 
strong trade ties with the Islamic 
Republic despite the strict U.S. 
sanctions.

Iran’s Finance and Economic 

Affairs Minister Ehsan 
Khandouzi said the 25-year 
strategic partnership plan 
between Iran and China has 
entered a new phase with new 
agreements being reached 
between various ministries of 
the two countries.

According to Khandouzi, the 
mentioned agreements have 
been reached between the two 
sides during the visit of Iran’s 
delegation to the 6th China 
International Import Expo 
(CIIE).

“Specific projects were defined 
between the government 
departments of the respective 
ministries of Iran and China, and 
agreements were reached on the 
details of the implementation 
of the mentioned projects,” 
Khandouzi said.

Regarding the private sectors 
of the two countries, some Iranian 
companies operating in China and 
some large Chinese companies 
operating in Iran faced obstacles, 
which were discussed and resolved 
by the relevant authorities, he 
explained.

“We are going to witness a 
significant growth in economic 
cooperation and investment 
between the two sides with 
the implementation of these 
projects,” the minister noted.

Headed by Iran’s First 
Vice President, Mohammad 
Mokhber, a senior delegation 
comprised of Economy Minister 
Ehsan Khandouzi, Industry, 
Mining, and Trade Minister 
Abbas Aliabadi, as well as the 
deputies of various ministries 
and the economic deputy of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
visited China in last November 
to attend the 6th CIIE.

Iran and China officially signed 
the document for 25-year 
comprehensive cooperation in 
March 2021.

The document was signed 
between Iran’s former Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi at the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry.

Back in December 2022, 
Iran and China finalized 16 
memorandums of understanding 
(MOU) under the framework of 
the two countries’ strategic 25-
year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in 
an Iran-China comprehensive 
cooperation program summit 

which was held in Tehran on 
December 13 in the presence 
of Iran’s First Vice President 
Mohammad Mokhber and 
China’s Vice Premier Hu 
Chunhua.

The summit was focused 
on four areas explored by four 
committees between the two 
countries with the aim of paving 
the way for the implementation 
of the 25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20 
memoranda of understanding in 
the presence of the presidents 
of the two countries in Beijing in 
last February.

Heading a high-ranking 
delegation, Iran’s President 
Ebrahim Raisi was on a three-
day state visit to China starting 
on February 14, 2023.

During President Raisi’s visit to 
China, Tehran and Beijing signed 
a number of bilateral cooperation 
documents in the fields of 
agriculture, trade, tourism, 
environmental protection, 
health, disaster relief, culture, 
and sports.

The documents include 
agreements in the field of 
transportation and industry 
worth $12 billion and $3.5 billion, 
respectively; the agreements 
cover various joint projects 
like the high-speed rail link 
between Tehran and Mashhad, 
and investment in the Imam 
Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s 
southeastern Mokran Coast 
and the purchase of Iranian 
oil were also mentioned in the 
documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an 
example of the high level of 
mutual trust between China and 
Iran, as well as a milestone for 
bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July 2023, the 
agreements signed between 
Iran and China during President 
Raisi’s trip to Beijing in mid-
February were turned into 

specified projects during the 
two countries’ joint cooperation 
committee meeting, the Iranian 
finance and economic affairs 
minister announced.

Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran 
for Beijing on July 12, 2023 to 
attend the Iran-China Joint 
Cooperation Committee meeting, 
which was held after four and 
half years.

“With the constructive 
atmosphere of the committee, 
we will soon witness good events 
in the fields of business and 
investment”, the official wrote 
on his Twitter account on July 16, 
2023.

Khandouzi further announced 
that Iran and China are going 
to begin the execution of some 
joint projects agreed upon in 
February by the presidents of the 
two countries, as of the following 
month.

According to the minister, 
the necessary follow-ups 
regarding the mentioned 
projects have been made over 
the last five months and the final 
decisions for the start of their 
implementations were made 
during a joint business event on 
July 13.

“President Raisi had an 
important trip to Beijing last 
winter and good agreements 
were made with the president 
of China; in this regard, the 
necessary follow-ups were 
made by various ministries 
during the last five months, 
and on July 13, the first joint 
committee between Iran and 
China was held after 4.5 years,” 
Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest 
trading partner and the most 
important destination for the 
export of Iranian goods and an 
important part of our imports 
are also from China. Last year, 
China’s share in Iran’s (non-
oil) trade was 24 percent,” the 
minister added.

TEHRAN - The Iranian Ambassador in 
Tashkent met with the Minister of Energy 

of Uzbekistan and both sides emphasized 
strengthening relations in various economic 
sectors.

Mohammad Ali Eskandari, the Ambassador 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Tashkent, met 
and held talks with Jorabek Mirzamahmudov 
the Minister of Energy of Uzbekistan.

In this meeting, the Uzbek minister 
emphasized the implementation of mutual 
understandings and the development and 
strengthening of relations between the 
two countries in various economic sectors.

Referring to the quality of Iranian goods, the 
Iranian envoy stressed the high capacities of 
Iranian companies to implement Uzbekistan’s 
engineering-technical services projects.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 6,913 
points (0.32 percent) to 2,140,174 on Monday, 
which is the third day of the Iranian calendar 
week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. 
The other three ones are the Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) 
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN - Water inflow to Iran’s dams has 
decreased by 12 percent since the beginning of 
the current water year (September 23, 2023) up 
to March 2, 2024, compared to the same period 
last year, the new report released by the Water 
Resources Management Company shows.

According to the said report, during the 
mentioned period, 11.68 billion cubic meters of 
water entered the country’s dam reserves, while 
the figure stood at 13.3 billion last year, IRNA 
reported.

Despite the recent perspirations across 
the country, the total volume of water in dam 
reservoirs has experienced a three percent 
decrease compared to the previous year.

The report indicates that the volume of water 

in the country’s dams from the beginning of the 
current water year March 2, has reached 22.88 
billion cubic meters, while the figure stood at 
23.71 billion cubic meters last year.

Recent rains have led to the melting of snow 
cover, increasing the level of water behind dams. 
However, the water level of dams is still lower in 
comparison to last year.

The amount of water outflow from the dams 
in the aforesaid period, however, increased by 
21 percent to reach 10.5 billion cubic meters. 
Last year and in the same period, the amount of 
water outflow was 8.71 billion cubic meters.

The total capacity of the country’s dams 
stands at 50.5 billion cubic meters, showing 
that only 46 percent of the dams’ capacity is full.

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial 
official, 199,983 tons of products worth $77.019 
million were exported from North Khorasan 
province, in the northeast of Iran, during the 
first 10 months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21, 2023-January 20, 2024).

Abbas Baqeri, the director-general of the 
province’s Customs Department, said hat the 
ten-month export indicates 34 percent fall in 
value, and 19 percent rise in weight, year on 
year.

He named Turkey, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Italy, and Iraq as the major destinations 
of the products exported from the province in 
the mentioned ten-month period.

The official further announced that 144,491 
tons of commodities valued at over $55.101 
million were imported to the province during 
the first ten months of the present year.

As previously announced by the head of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), Iran exported 113 million tons of non-
oil goods valued at $40.5 billion during the first 

10 months of the present year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the 
10-month non-oil export indicates a nine 
percent growth in weight, but an 11 percent fall 
in value, year on year, IRIB reported.

The official also said the country exported 
$29.9 billion of crude oil in the mentioned 10 
months, registering a 10-percent rise, year on 
year.

Rezvani-Far further announced that Iran 
has imported 32.7 million tons of goods worth 
$54.8 billion in the first 10 months of the 
present year, which indicates an 11.6 percent 
rise in value and six percent growth in weight.

He named China, Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and India as the major 
export destinations of Iranian goods in the said 
period, and the UAE, China, Turkey, Germany, 
and India as the main sources of import.

Gold, car parts and accessories, and 
smartphones were the main imported items 
during this period, according to the official.

TEHRAN - The Head of Iran 
Small Industries and Industrial 
Parks Organization (ISIPO) 
Farshad Moghimi has expressed 
the country’s readiness for the 
expansion of economic and 
industrial cooperation with 
Zimbabwe.

Moghimi made the remarks 
in a meeting with the African 
country’s Ambassador in Tehran 
Bright Kupemba, IRNA reported.

Speaking at the meeting, 
the ISIPO head referred to the 
industrial capabilities of Iran, 
and said: “More than 52,000 
industrial units are active in 
various industrial and production 
fields under the supervision 
of the ISIPO, and this sector 
is considered a very suitable 
capacity for promoting the 
economic relations between the 

two countries.”

“We are ready to provide 
the grounds for Zimbabwean 
business delegations to visit 
Iran’s industrial infrastructures 
and capable production units 
with a special focus on business 
communication between the two 

countries,” he said.

Moghimi further announced 
Iran’s readiness to supply 
industrial items needed by 
Zimbabwe and said: “Zimbabwe 
can use Iran’s expertise in 
technical and engineering 
services, modernizing and 

improving industries, supplying 
industrial and agricultural 
machinery and equipment, 
diagnosing problems, etc.”

The Ambassador of Zimbabwe 
in Tehran also described Iran’s 
industrialization approach as 
an admirable model and said: 
“We would like to use Iran’s 
experiences in the field of 
industrialization as an important 
priority to activate Zimbabwe’s 
industrial capacities.”

“A delegation from Zimbabwe 
will travel to Iran to visit the 
capacities of small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) and 
the capabilities of the private 
sector in order to provide the 
basis for the promotion of 
trade and economic relations 
between the two countries,” 
Kupemba said.
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Iran’s largest oil refinery reports increase in processing capacity

Iran exports goods worth $11.5b to China in 10 months

Iran, Ghana sign document on air 
transport cooperation

Tehran, Tashkent discuss ways of 
boosting economic ties

TEDPIX falls 6,000 points on Monday

Water inflow to dam reserves declines 12%

Commodities worth over $77m exported 
from North Khorasan in 10 months

Tehran, Harare mull over 
expansion of industrial co-op

Iranian Ambassador to Tashkent 
Mohammad Ali Eskandari (L) and Uzbekistan’s 

Energy Minister Jorabek Mirzamahmudov



Rifts are growing within Israeli leadership as Gantz visits U.S.  

 Less than 2% of the Israeli population are U.S. citizens 
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Hezbollah: Israeli 
attack on Lebanon 
will ignite new 
version of 2006 war
The Lebanese Hezbollah resistance 

movement has warned that any Israeli act of 
aggression against the country would ignite an 
advanced version of the 33-day war fought back 
in the summer of 2006, when the occupying 
regime suffered a humiliating defeat.

“The Zionist enemy continues to threaten 
us with military aggression, and we respond 
by means of steadfastness, resistance, 
and retaliatory strikes,” Hezbollah’s Deputy 
Secretary General Sheikh Naim Qassem said 
at the sixth International Conference for the 
Union of Resistance Scholars in Beirut on 
Monday, Press TV reported. 

“We, hereby, declare that if they commit a 
foolish act and attack our territories, there 
would then be a new version of the 2006 July 
war,” Sheikh Qassem said.

Israeli captives in 
Gaza call for help 
before being killed 
by the regime’s 
army
The Israeli Broadcasting Authority (KAN) 

aired audio late Sunday of two of three Israeli 
captives in Gaza who were accidentally killed by 
the Israeli army in December last year as they 
pleaded to be rescued.

In the recording, one of the captives, Alon 
Shamriz, can be heard shouting: “Help!...Help! 
We are by the stairs, under the stairs! Under the 
stairs! Please help!”

The army obtained the recording from a 
GoPro camera that was mounted on a dog from 
its Oketz canine unit that had been sent to the 
location of the captives, KAN reported.

On December 18 last year, the Israeli army 
announced the “accidental” killing of three 
hostages being detained by Palestinian 
fighters in the Gaza Strip as the captives were 
“mistakenly identified” as a “threat” and killed, 
Turkey’s Anadolu reported. 

They were Yotam Haim, 28, Alon Shamriz, 26, 
and Samer Talalka, 22.

On Friday, the Al-Qassam Brigades, the 
armed wing of the Palestinian resistance 
movement Hamas, announced that seven 
Israeli captives in their custody had been killed 
in an attack by the Israeli army, raising the total 
number of hostages in Gaza killed by Israeli 
army fire to 70.

WHO chief shares 
‘grim findings’ 
after visits 
to north Gaza 
hospitals
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the head of 

the World Health Organization, said on X that 
the UN body has visited al-Awda and Kamal 
Adwan hospitals in northern Gaza over the 
weekend.

He said the WHO team found “severe levels 
of malnutrition, children dying of starvation, 
serious shortages of fuel, food and medical 
supplies, hospital buildings destroyed”.

“The situation at Al-Awda Hospital is 
particularly appalling, as one of the buildings is 
destroyed,” he said. 

“Kamal Adwan Hospital is the only 
pediatrics hospital in the north of Gaza, and is 
overwhelmed with patients. The lack of food 
resulted in the deaths of 10 children. The lack 
of electricity poses a serious threat to patient 
care, especially in critical areas like the intensive 
care unit and the neonatal unit,” Tedros added.

“We appeal to Israel to ensure humanitarian 
aid can be delivered safely, and regularly. 
Civilians, especially children, and health staff 

need scaled-up help immediately. But the 
key medicine all these patients need is peace. 
Ceasefire,” Tedros added.

More Gaza kids 
dying from 
malnutrition 
The number of Palestinian children who 

died due to malnutrition and lack of treatment 
had risen to 16, medical sources confirmed on 
Monday, shortly after the death of a child in Abu 
Youssef Al-Najjar Hospital in Rafah.

Kamal Adwan Hospital in the northern Gaza 
Strip said on Sunday that 15 children had died 
as a result of malnutrition and dehydration, and 
that there were six other children in intensive 
care, the Wafa news agency reported. 

UN: Gaza ‘powder 
keg’ could spark 
wider war
UN human rights chief Volker Turk has 

likened the Gaza war to a “powder keg” with the 
potential to spark broader conflict in West Asia. 

Turk said it was imperative to do everything 
possible to avoid a wider conflagration, Al 
Arabiya reported. 

“The war in Gaza has already generated 
dangerous spillover in neighboring countries,” 
he said in his global update to the United 
Nations Human Rights Council.

“I am deeply concerned that in this powder 
keg, any spark could lead to a much broader 
conflagration. This would have implications for 
every country in the Middle East (West Asia) 
and many beyond it.”

He said that overlapping emergencies made 
the specter of spillover conflict very real.

“The military escalation in southern Lebanon 
between Israel, Hezbollah and other armed 
groups is extremely worrying,” Turk said.

Germany accuses 
Russia of seeking 
to divide Europe 
with leaked call
Germany accused Russia on Monday of 

leaking an intercepted recording of German 
military discussions about how to support 
Ukraine in an attempt to divide Europe.

Russian media last week published an audio 
recording of a meeting of senior German 
military officials held by Webex discussing 
weapons for Ukraine and a potential strike by 
Kyiv on a bridge in Crimea, Reuters wrote. 

Germany has confirmed the authenticity of 
the 38-minute call, saying it is investigating 
what it called an apparent act of eavesdropping 
by Russia that was part of an “information war”.

Participants in the call discuss the possible 
delivery of Taurus cruise missiles to Kyiv, which 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz has publicly so far firmly 
rejected. They also discuss how France and 
Britain are delivering their own cruise missiles.

Haley beats Trump 
in Washington DC 
Nikki Haley has defeated Donald Trump in the 

Republican primary in Washington DC.

This is her first victory over the former 
president in the 2024 campaign to become the 
Republican presidential candidate.

She lost in South Carolina, her home state. 
But she is the first woman to win a Republican 
primary in U.S. history.

Trump however has a huge lead over Haley 
and is likely to face Joe Biden in the November 
election.

From page 1   Far-right minister 
Itamar Ben-Gvir also called on 
Netanyahu to consider sacking Gantz 
for insubordination.

Citing an unnamed Israeli official, 
the Associated Press said Gantz 
seeks to strengthen ties with the 
U.S., bolster support for Israel’s war 
on Gaza and push for the release of 
captives held in Gaza.

The administration of President Joe 
Biden has recently sharpened criticism 
of Netanyahu amid growing discontent 
in the U.S. over Washington’s military 
and political support for the regime’s 
war on Gaza which could cost Biden 
the 2024 presidential election.

On Sunday, Vice President Kamala 
Harris bluntly called out the Netanyahu 
cabinet for not doing enough to ease 
a “humanitarian catastrophe” in the 
besieged Palestinian territory.  

In line with such critical remarks, 
the U.S. is airdropping humanitarian 
aid into Gaza, which has been criticized 
by aid groups as ineffective and a 

public stunt move. 

As the Israeli public and opposition 
are exerting more pressure on 
Netanyahu for his failure to achieve his 
goals in the Gaza war, his popularity is 
also waning.  

However, Gantz’s National Unity 
party has soared in popularity in 
opinion polls in recent months.

Polls show Gantz’s National Unity 

party would clinch 39 seats, compared 
with 17 for Netanyahu’s Likud party, if 
new elections are held. 

So, the U.S. administration has 
opened up a line of communication 
with Gantz as it seeks to whitewash 
its failed policy toward Israel’s war on 
Gaza.

The Netanyahu regime has killed 
more than 30,000 Palestinians in the 

Gaza Strip since October 7 and the U.S. 
is complicit in this war of genocide. 

Netanyahu wants to prolong the 
Gaza war for his own political survival, 
while what matters to the U.S. is the 
survival of the Israeli regime. 

Presently, it seems that Netanyahu’s 
days are numbered but Washington 
does not want to drop military or 
political support for his cabinet. This 
is because the regime cannot continue 
the Gaza war without Washington’s 
backing. 

Netanyahu, Gantz and other Israeli 
officials are complicit in the atrocities 
that the regime has been committing 
against Palestinian people.

For now, replacing a criminal with 
another could be an available option 
for the White House.

But such replacements are like a 
band-aid solution that could not cover 
up the savage nature of Israel and the 
U.S. complicity in Israel’s atrocious 
crimes. 

From page 1   The number of U.S. military 
personnel injured in the Gaza Strip has not been 
reported on and remains unknown. Israeli media 
have indicated that the regime’s military has 
suffered thousands of injured soldiers since the 
ground invasion, which would raise the possibility of 
many U.S. servicepersons sustaining injuries. 

America’s political support and backing for the 
Israeli regime and its war on Gaza has long been in 
the public eye. 

U.S. military backing for the regime, such as 
arms supplies, deployment of aircraft carriers to 
the region (to shield the Tel Aviv regime from other 
fronts opening up), or U.S. drones flying over Gaza 
(for alleged surveillance purposes) has also been 
widely documented, which is why the U.S. stands 
accused of direct complicity in Israeli war crimes 
against Palestinians. 

However, the issue of American soldiers fighting 
in Gaza has been officially clouded in mystery 
along with a very high level of secrecy by the White 
House, which regularly speaks about six “American 
hostages” held in Gaza but never talks about 
“American soldiers” fighting in Gaza. 

The Washington Post spoke to the families of 
the U.S. servicepersons killed while fighting for 
the Israeli regime. Other news outlets have also 

reported on the same issue. 

Activists have questioned the complicity of the 
U.S. citizens who are likely to have been involved in 
Israeli crimes or war crimes on the ground against 
Palestinians in the blockaded Gaza Strip and the 
occupied West Bank since October last year. 

Many on social media are demanding that 
Americans participating in the war on Gaza to be put 
on trial. 

James Zoabi, an American academic who is of 
Lebanese descent, raises the question of whether 
there are any restrictions on the participation of 
American citizens in the war crimes of the Israeli 
army in Gaza. 

In a post on social media, Zoabi states that there 
are many Israeli residents with American citizenship 
who commit crimes against Palestinians. 

One American national interviewed by the 
Washington Post noted that every day, it becomes 
more evident why the former U.S. Air Force airman 
Aaron Bushnell committed self-immolation while 
chanting “Free Palestine” outside the Israeli embassy 
in Washington DC. 

U.S. media reports, citing one of Bushnell’s friends, 
indicated that Bushnell had confidential information 
about the presence of American forces in Gaza who 

were involved in the massacre of Palestinians. 

Another former friend said, “He died to shine a 
spotlight on the horrors of the genocide in Gaza, and 
the complicity that we (Americans) share as military 
members”. 

The U.S. is playing a very influential role in the 
disastrous Israeli war on Gaza that has so far killed 
and injured at least 100,000 Palestinians, the 
majority of whom are women and children. 

The American backing for the regime, with even 
soldiers in Gaza, has enabled the regime to kill, maim, 
and starve the Palestinians with impunity. 

By Sepehr Saremi
TEHRAN - On October 28, 2023, 

an article titled “The Humiliation of 
International Law” was penned by 
me for the Tehran Times. However, 
witnessing South Africa initiate 
proceedings against the Zionist 
regime on December 29, 2023, 
regarding violations of the Genocide 
Convention in the Gaza Strip at the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ/ 
Court), my perspective shifted. I 
acknowledged that international 
law was not humiliated, but rather 
displaying its effectiveness. Upon 
studying South Africa’s 84-page 
Application, I was fascinated by its 
meticulous composition and expected 
a just interim measure by the Court.

Everything was progressing 
smoothly until the ICJ issued an 
interim order following South Africa’s 
Application. The Court’s ruling in the 
Order favorably acknowledged the 
credibility of South Africa’s genocide 
case against the Zionist regime, 
which was a positive and somewhat 
inspiring development. However, what 
surprised many, myself included, was 
the Court’s failure to demand that the 
Zionist regime cease its attacks on the 
people of Gaza. 

In the morning, I saw this headline 
in the New York Times “UN court 
declines to demand that Israel stop 

its military campaign, but ordered 
to take measures to prevent any 
genocidal acts.”  At that moment, I 
realized that media like the New York 
Times will render all efforts made 
by international lawyers and the 
community useless. In my opinion, 
sometimes it does not matter what 
international law says, in fact how 
the media reflects the news will be 
influential and will shape the public’s 
outlook on the surrounding issues.  

I do not intend to delve into the 
technical issues regarding the ICJ 
and the cases on its docket and I 
also do not want to write about the 
unambiguous and grotesque contrast 
between the interim measure issued 
on 29 December 2023 which did not 
demand the Zionist regime to stop 
its attacks and the interim measure 
ordered by the Court concerning 
allegations of Genocide under the 
Genocide Convention in which ordered 
Russia to “immediately suspend the 
military operations that it commenced 
on 24 February 2022 in the territory of 
Ukraine.  I just want to point out that 
perhaps I was not wrong after all that 
international law was humiliated. 

This came to my mind after 
having a short conversation with a 
senior Japanese journalist in Iran.  
In recent days, I have been working 
as an interpreter for foreign media 

covering parliamentary and assembly 
of experts’ elections in Iran. While 
working, I ran into a senior Japanese 
journalist with whom I had worked 
many years ago. Our work together 
is something I always remember 
because as a young law student and 
interpreter, I had the opportunity 
to learn so many things from an 
experienced Japanese journalist 
and this time when I saw him again 
I learned something new which is 
appalling from the perspective of 
international law. 

When I saw him on the day of the 
elections in Iran, he asked “Would 
you vote? I said yes and then we 
talked about the elections in Iran. 
Afterwards, I spoke about the tragedy 
of what is taking place in Gaza and 
I told him I hoped more countries 
would intervene in South Africa’s 
case against the Zionist regime, but 
when I said the word ICJ he burst into 
laughter and repeated yes ICJ.  

 When he laughed, all the feelings 
and anger I have had since the attacks 
on Gaza just rushed back to me. At 
that moment, I realized I was so right. 
I was right because international law 
has indeed been humiliated. 

I do not want to blame the senior 
journalist for laughing at the ICJ; 
instead, I think we will all laugh and 
even cry if, in its final decision, the ICJ 

ridiculously announces that Genocide 
was not committed in Gaza because 
the specific intent of the Zionist regime 
was not proved.  But if the Court issues 
its final judgment without political 
restraints and considerations and 
states that the Genocide Convention 
has been breached in its very sense, 
then I will believe that it has done its 
job as the World Court. 

In the end, I think unfortunately 
the cynicism toward international 
law is growing drastically and it will 
have some short and long-term 
repercussions for international law 
and the international community. 
Just like I have cautioned in the past, I 
would like to repeat that international 
law must do everything it can to stop 
the Zionist regime. I hope more and 
more countries will take constructive 
steps like what South Africa did. As 
the ICJ has stated “the obligation to 
prevent the commission of genocide 
conventions is imposed by the 
genocide convention on any state 
party”. In conclusion, I express the 
hope for two outcomes:

The ICJ audaciously issues a fair 
judgment and does not shy away from 
declaring the occurrence of genocide.

The international community takes 
action to halt the ongoing atrocities in 
Gaza.

 UN General Assembly President Dennis Francis 
says the situation in the Gaza Strip is “unconscionable 
and shameful”.

“I am shocked and horrified at the reported 
killing and injury of hundreds of people during 
disbursement of food supplies, west of Gaza City last 
week”, he said, addressing the UN General Assembly 
in New York.

Francis warns that an Israeli invasion of Rafah 
would leave an already fragile humanitarian 
operation at death’s door. “I, therefore, urgently call 
for maximum restraint to prevail in order to save 
innocent civilian lives.”

“Let me close with a reminder that this week 
marks a grim milestone: 150 days of violence … 
each day this painful reality continues to entrench 

the feeling of frustration and disillusionment – 

especially by those caught in the crossfire,” he said.

The Health Ministry in Gaza said on Monday that 

at least 30,534 Palestinians have been killed since 

Israel launched its brutal war on October 7. Most of 

the victims are women and children. The ministry 

said 71,920 others have been injured since then. 

“Subversive Trojan horse” 
 in Washington

American nationals killed fighting in Gaza

International Court of Justice, ha-ha

UNGA president: Situation in Gaza is catastrophic



 TEHRAN - Step into a world where 
tradition meets vibrancy, where 
every thread tells a tale of heritage 
and identity. 

The attire of Iranian nomadic 
people is more than just clothing – 
it is a living testament to centuries 
of craftsmanship, creativity, 
and resilience. From the intricate 
embroideries of the Qashqai nomads 
to the regal fabrics adorning Bakhtiari 
women, each garment tells a story 
of resilience, tradition, and artistic 
ingenuity.

Here are glimpses of outfits worn 
by local communities across the 
ancient land: 

Qashqai nomads
The Qashqai tribe, renowned for 

its distinctive culture, adorns itself 
in attire that mirrors the exuberance 
of life and the richness of Iranian art. 
Women don caps, jackets, trousers, 
and slippers in a kaleidoscope of 
colors inspired by nature, while men 
sport hats, shirts, trousers, and 
waist shawls, reflecting their deep 
connection to tradition and land.

 Gilaki communities
Gilaki clothing, with its verdant 

hues and enchanting designs, 
captures the essence of Iran’s lush 
landscapes. From the western to 
the eastern reaches of Gilan, these 
costumes celebrate the beauty 
of nature, uniting communities 
in a shared appreciation for their 
surroundings.

  Bakhtiari tribes
Bakhtiari women’s clothing 

showcases a remarkable array of 
fabrics, stitching, and ornaments, 
blending comfort with opulence. 

Gold and silk fabrics, vibrant 
velvet, and intricate adornments 

such as old coins and beads create 
a regal ensemble that epitomizes 
the tribe’s refined taste and 
cultural heritage. Meanwhile, men’s 
attire carries nuances of social 
status, knowledge, and journey, 
underscoring the intricate social 
fabric woven into their clothing.

  Balouchi communities 
Balouchi clothing, renowned for 

its exquisite craftsmanship, emerges 
as a pinnacle of Iranian attire. 

Handmade with colorful silk fibers 
and intricate needlework, these 
garments emanate luxury and rarity, 

embodying the pride of Sistan-
Baluchistan’s cultural heritage.

 Lurs 

Attire worn by Lur people, 
hailing from regions like Lorestan 
and Chaharmahal, reflects a deep 
reverence for nature. 

Vibrant colors and intricate 
designs adorn the clothing, 
mirroring the beauty of the land and 
the creativity of its people.

 Abyaneh villagers

Abyaneh’s floral and colorful 
motifs, enshrined in its nationally 
registered attire, evoke a timeless 
elegance. Amidst the village’s quaint 
streets, residents proudly don these 
traditional garments, keeping alive 
the legacy of their ancestors.

 Kurdish people

The Kurdish local attire, steeped in 
antiquity, echoes the rich heritage of 
Iran’s Achaemenid period. 

Across Kurdistan, Ilam, and 
Kermanshah, Kurdish clothing 
maintains its authenticity, bridging 
diverse tribes with a common thread 
of tradition and identity.

TEHRAN – On Monday, Ilam’s tourism chief 
announced the registration of four historical 
relics from the western Iranian province on the 
national list of cultural heritage. 

Farzad Sharifi stated that in a meeting of 
the Council for the Registration of Historical 
and Cultural Artifacts of the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism, 
four proposed files from the province were 
reviewed, and ultimately, all the proposals 
were approved, leading to their registration in 
the national list of cultural heritage.

The items include two engraved bricks, 
both dating back to the Elamite era and from 
Darehshahr county, as well as a plaster frame 
and a glass perfume bottle, both belonging to 
the Sassanid era or the early Islamic epoch. 

Sharifi added that the registered artifacts 
hold significant historical and unique values. 
He also expressed hope that effective steps 
would be taken to protect and preserve the 

valuable historical artifacts of the province.

Elam, or the Elamite kingdom, was one of the 
most impressive civilizations of the ancient 
world. Its territory was once in a region which 
is now situated in the modern Iranian provinces 
of Ilam and Khuzestan.

However, according to sources, it was never 
a cohesive ethnic kingdom or polity but rather 
a federation of different tribes governed at 
various times by cities such as Susa, Anshan, 
and Shimashki until it was united during the 
Middle Elamite Period, briefly, as an empire.

According to the World History Encyclopedia, 
the name Elam was given to the region 
by others– the Akkadians and Sumerians 
of Mesopotamia–– and is thought to be 
their version of what the Elamites called 
themselves– Haltami (or Haltamti)– meaning 
“those of the high country.” ‘Elam’, therefore, 
is usually translated to mean“highlands” or 
“high country” as it comprised settlements 

on the Iranian Plateau that stretched from the 
southern plains to the elevations of the Zagros 
Mountains.

The Elamite language is an extinct language 
spoken by the Elamites in the ancient country 
of Elam, which included the region from the 
Mesopotamian plain to the Iranian Plateau. 
According to Britannica, Elamite documents 
from three historical periods have been found. 
The earliest Elamite writings are in a figurative 
or pictographic script and date from the middle 
of the 3rd millennium BC.

TEHRAN – A familiarization tour 
has been planned to improve the 
status of eco-lodges in Fars province. 

As mentioned by the provincial 
tourism chief, the fam tour is the 
first of its kind to be undertaken in 
the southern province. 

“It is poised to have a significant 
impact on promoting lesser-known 
historical treasures and attractions, 
as well as showcasing the facilities 
of tourist accommodations in the 
region,” Mohammad Sabet-Eqlidi 

noted.

“In collaboration with 25 tourism 
professionals, including online 
platforms’ activists, travel agencies, 
and tourist guides, the tour is 
scheduled for a five-day duration.” 

The official further detailed the 
program, stating that the tour would 
kick off from the northernmost area 
of Fars in Izadkhast and extend its 
journey to the southernmost county, 
Darab.

The organizers seek not only to 

highlight tourist attractions but also 
to introduce the existing eco-lodges 
in the targeted regions to raise 
awareness about eco-lodges.

The official, however, didn’t 
provide further details about the 
schedule for the group’s visit to the 
province. 

Fars province currently boasts 198 
active traditional eco-lodges, and 
this initiative aligns with the broader 
goal of promoting sustainable and 
immersive tourism experiences.

Renowned for its rich cultural 
heritage, historical significance, and 
diverse landscapes, Fars is home to 
numerous historical sites, including 
Pasargadae, the capital of Cyrus the 
Great, and the ancient city of Shiraz, 
known for its beautiful gardens, 
poetry, and architecture. 

The province offers a captivating 
blend of traditional and modern 
elements, making it a favorite 
destination for both domestic and 
international travelers.

As of March 1, citizens of China and 
Thailand have been able to travel to 
each other’s countries without visas 
for stays of up to 30 days.

Following the new visa policy, 
travel bookings from China to 
Thailand have increased, VisaGuide.
World reports.

Statistics from Trip.com showed 
that travel reservations from China 

to Thailand increased 300 percent 
on March 1, compared to the same 
day last year, as reported by Yicai 
Global.

Meanwhile, flight bookings from 
Thailand to China for the middle of 
this month increased 80 percent 
from a year ago and 70 percent 
from 2019, the pre-pandemic year, 
according to Ly.com.

Data from Qunar.com shows that 
searches for flights to Bangkok 
increased by 70 percent this week 
compared to the previous one.

In September of last year, Thailand 
launched a temporary visa-free 
entry for citizens of China and 
Kazakhstan. The policy, set to expire 
in February 2024, was introduced to 
boost the country’s tourism.

Two days after this temporary 
measure took effect, reportedly 
22,000 Chinese nationals visited 
Thailand. Following the interest of 
tourists, both countries decided to 
announce a mutual visa agreement, 
thus dropping permanent visa 
requirements for each other’s 
citizens.

(Source: Visa Guide) 

TEHRAN – In preparation for the upcoming 
Persian New Year (Nowruz) holidays, Ilam’s 
director-general of tourism has announced the 
readiness of 264 accommodation centers with a 
total capacity of 5,331 guests to host travelers and 
tourists around the clock. 

During a meeting, held to coordinate Nowruz 
travels, Farzad Sharifi emphasized the recognition 
of Ilam as an emerging province in the realm of 
tourism. The official further outlined that the 
Nowruz travel plans in Ilam will begin on March 13 
( the 23rd  day of the Iranian month of Esfand).

“Considering the overlap of Nowruz with the 
holy month of Ramadan, special programs have 
been arranged for the holidaymakers,” Sharifi 
noted.He also highlighted; that considering the 
experience from the previous year, the necessary 
plans have been made to accommodate travelers 
and tourists during the period.

He further detailed the readiness of 264 
facilities, underscoring that hotels, eco-lodges, 
guesthouses, traveler’s houses, traditional 
restaurants, and tourism complexes are set to 
host tourists.

Pointing to the planned schedule, Sharifi 
declared that entertaining Nowruz events, 
starting from March 20 until March 28, would be 
held across the province.

Ilam province witnessed a notable growth in 
the number of travelers during the current year, 
reaching 203,914 individuals.

According to the statistics revealed by provincial 
officials, 1,496,325 visitations to tourist spots 
have been registered during the current solar year. 

 Ilam is located on the foothills of the Zagros 
Mountains in the western region of Iran. Unlike 
The north and northwest parts of this province, 
which are mountainous, the west and southwest 

are flat. It is a suitable place for nomad life since 
the geographical conditions are favorable for 
summer and winter relocation.

The common handicrafts of this province 
include carpet, rug, drugget, felt, and coarse 
blanket weaving. The majority of the people in 
Ilam are Kurds, Laks, and Lurs. They speak in Laki, 
Kurdish, and Luri. Based on the archeological 
excavations, the civilization of this province dates 
back to the New Stone Age circa 8000 BC.

The land which is called Ilam now was a part of 
the ancient Elamite civilization that was formed 
circa 3000 BC and was destroyed by Assyrian King 
Ashurbanipal in 640 BC.

Elam was an ancient pre-Iranian civilization 
centered in the far west and southwest of what is 
now modern-day Iran, stretching from the lowlands 
of what is now Khuzestan and Ilam provinces as well 
as a small part of southern Iraq.

 From Page 1    Moslem Shojai, head of the 
Foreign Tourism Marketing and Development 
Office at the ministry, said on Saturday that 
the project has been designed to introduce 
Iran’s attractions to 20 influential social 
media personalities from China. 

The objective is to target approximately 
60 million Chinese individuals through these 
influencers and entice them to consider 
traveling to Iran, he said.

Shojai outlined the project’s focus on four 
main themes; natural and climatic diversity, 
historical and cultural heritage, the Silk Road, 
and culinary delights across 12 provinces of 
Iran.

The official said efforts were made to 
create attractive itineraries for the Chinese 

influencers, each of whom has about three 
million followers on popular social media 
platforms.

Chinese tourists, known for their avid 
interest in exploring new destinations 
and experiencing diverse cultures, could 
significantly contribute to Iran’s tourism 
revenue.

Last October, Deputy Tourism Minister Ali-
Asghar Shalbafian announced that Chinese 
arrivals in the country had been soaring at 
a faster pace even when compared to pre-
pandemic levels. 

“The demand for visiting Iran has been 
soaring among Chinese nationals,” Shalbafian 
said. 

He made the remarks in a meeting with his 
Chinese counterpart Lu Ying Chuang held in 
Tehran’s Sa’dabad historical complex.

Shalbafian said some 50,000 travelers 
from China visited the Islamic Republic 
during the first seven months of the year 
(started on March 21).

Iran, renowned for its ancient history, 
stunning architecture, and warm hospitality, 
sees immense potential in tapping into the 
vast Chinese tourist market. 

   Djémila

Situated 900 m above sea level, Djémila, 
or Cuicul, with its forum, temples, basilicas, 
triumphal arches, and houses, is an interesting 
example of Roman town planning adapted to a 
mountain location.

As mentioned by UNESCO, the site of Djémila 
is located 50 km northeast of the town of Sétif. 
Known under its antique name Cuicul, Djémila is 
an establishment of an ancient Roman colony 
founded during the reign of Nerva (96 - 98 CE). 

The Roman town occupied a singular 
defensive position. Cuicul is one of the flowers of 
Roman architecture in North Africa.  Remarkably 
adapted to the constraints of the mountainous 
site, on a rocky spur that spreads at an altitude 
of 900 m, between the wadi Guergour and the 
wadi Betame, two mountain torrents, the town 
has its own Senate and Forum. 

Around the beginning of the 3rd century, it 
expanded beyond its ramparts with the creation 
of the Septimius Severus Temple, the Arch of 
Caracalla, the market, and the civil basilica. The 
site has also been marked by Christianity in the 
form of several cult buildings: a cathedral, a 
church, and its baptistry are considered among 
the biggest of the Paleochristian period. 

The site of Djémila comprises an impressive 
collection of mosaic pavings, illustrating 
mythological tales and scenes of daily life.

 Integrity

The site, fenced in following the boundaries 
presented at the time of inscription on the 
World Heritage List, contains all the elements 

necessary to express its Outstanding Universal 
Value. These attributes comprise among others, 
the classic formula of Roman urban planning 
with two gates located at each end of the Cardo 
Maximus; in the centre, is the Forum surrounded 
by buildings essential to the functioning of public 
life: the Capitoleum, the Curia, a civil basilica, 
the Basilica Julia. The vestiges of the Temple of 
Venus Genitrix and aristocratic residences richly 
decorated with mosaics are also visible. Vestiges 
of monuments that have marked the expansion 
of the city to the south are also included. They 
comprise private dwellings and public buildings 
such as the Arch of Caracalla (216), the Temple 
of Gens Septimia (229), a theatre with a capacity 
of 3,000 places, baths, basilicas and other cult 
buildings. The archaeological vestiges have 
remained surprisingly intact over the centuries. 
Conservation of the site is not threatened 
by tourism. However, it is under threat from 
earthquakes, drought, fire, vandalism, robbing 
and looting, illegal grazing, illegal constructions 
and badly integrated infrastructure.

The archaeological vestiges excavated since 
1909 bear true and credible testimony to Roman 
town components such as the classic plan of the 
Roman town and urban fabric, and architecture 
such as construction methods (roads, gates, 
aqueduct, colonnaded temple, theatre, etc.), 
decoration (bas-reliefs, borders and pediments, 
capitals of columns, mosaics etc.) and 
construction material (stone, mosaic, ceramics, 
etc.) that represent the Outstanding Universal 
Value of the property. Some restoration work on 
the mosaics in the site museum has been carried 
out in recent years.
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Glimpses of World Heritage sites

Iran aims to attract millions 
of Chinese vacationers

Welcome to captivating realm 
 of nomadic wear

Elamite engraved bricks made  
national heritage

Fam tour to promote eco-lodges in Fars province

Visa-free policy boosts travel bookings between China & Thailand

Persian New Year: Ilam gears up with 264 hospitality centers

TEHRAN TIMES

Under the mesmerizing glow of night, visitors marvel at the awe-inspiring beauty of the 
historical Amir Chakhmaq Complex in the UNESCO-designated city of Yazd. Here, the illuminated 
mosque of the complex stands as a beacon of architectural grandeur, drawing admirers from 
near and far.

Iran in frames



TEHRAN – The Department of Environ-
ment is planning to save the Euphrates turtle 
which has been classified as a critically en-
dangered animal on the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red list.

The Euphrates turtle or Mesopota-
mian softshell turtle is a species of soft-
shelled turtle in the family of Trionychidae.

It lives in the Euphrates -Tigris rivers basin 
in Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and Syria. The species is 
on the brink of extinction due to habitat de-
struction, pollution, and extermination by 
fishermen. It is the only species in the family 
of Trionychidae found in Iran.

This freshwater turtle can weigh up to 20 
kg (44 pounds), and it has a smooth leathery 
shell that can reach up to 68 cm in length. 
They are mainly found in a wide range of 
freshwater habitats such as rivers, streams, 
lakes, ponds, reservoirs, and marshlands.

The turtle’s habitat in Iran is mainly in the 
southwestern Khuzestan province including 
the Euphrates-Tigris basins, Hur al-Azim and 
Shadegan wetlands, Karun, Karkheh, Dez, and 
Jarri rivers and their tributaries.

The turtle lives underwater most of the 
time, and sometimes they can be seen bury-
ing themselves in sand and mud. The species 
prefer shallow calm water and lay eggs in the 
sand and soft soils on the banks of rivers.

 Let’s save unique species

With its climatic and geographic diversity, 
Iran is one of the most important countries 
in terms of biodiversity in the world. It en-
compasses two out of 36 global biodiversity 
hotspots including Irano-Anatolian and Cau-
casus hotspots.

More than 8,000, 2,000, and 25,000 spe-

cies of plants, vertebrates, and invertebrates, 
respectively, show Iran’s rich biodiversity and 
the importance of its preservation.

Wildlife conservation, which includes pro-
tecting all living things on the planet, plant 
and animal species, and microorganisms, 
means preserving the components of a large 
network. A network wherein all the compo-
nents are interconnected and depend on each 
other in different ways. 

People everywhere rely on wildlife and 
biodiversity-based resources to meet their 
needs - from food, to fuel, medicines, hous-
ing, and clothing. By saving wildlife we pro-
tect all forms of life on the planet, ourselves, 
and ultimately maintain the balance of life on 
the earth.

That’s why in December 2013, the United 
Nations General Assembly decided to pro-
claim March 3 as World Wildlife Day to cele-
brate and raise awareness of the world’s wild 
fauna and flor

Since then, every year a special theme has 
been chosen to celebrate the occasion; this 
year’s theme is “Connecting People and Plan-
et: Exploring Digital Innovation in Wildlife 
Conservation,” which highlights the poten-
tial of technology to advance conservation 
efforts by offering novel solutions to long-
standing conservation challenges. 

It focuses on digital innovation and em-
phasizes how digital conservation technolo-
gies and services can drive wildlife conserva-
tion, sustainable and legal wildlife trade, and 
human-wildlife coexistence. 

Digital technologies, including particular 

software, drones equipped with artificial in-
telligence, and trackers, have the power to 
enhance monitoring and protection efforts. 
They have helped a lot to protect wildlife in 
the world and Iran although access to many 
equipment is difficult in Iran due to sanctions.

While technological advancements have 
significantly improved various aspects of 
wildlife conservation, including research, 
communication, tracking, and DNA analysis, 
challenges such as uneven access, environ-
mental pollution, and unsustainable tech-
nology use impede achieving universal digital 
inclusion by 2030.

However, World Wildlife Day urges individ-
uals, communities, and governments world-
wide to engage in practices that contribute to 
the sustainability of the planet’s biodiversity.

By improving local communities, private 
sectors, and individuals’ roles in preserving 
wildlife along with the help of today’s science 
and technology, we can make sure that eco-
systems can thrive and plant and animal spe-
cies can exist for future generations.

Endangered species
There are many threats to endangered 

wildlife species, including mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish, and birds.

Habitat destruction, fragmentation, and 
modification caused by human-led activi-
ties such as industrial and residential de-
velopment, logging, crop farming, livestock 
grazing, mining, road and dam building, and 
pesticide use have taken an extreme toll on 
threatened and endangered wildlife popula-
tions at an alarming rate.

Currently, about 128 species of animals and 
vertebrates in the country are at risk of ex-
tinction, some of which are not in good condi-
tion, and amphibians are the most vulnerable 
in this area.

Zebras exist in two habitats in Iran; one is 
in the Turan protected area in the south of 
Semnan province, where there are about 250 
zebras, and the other is in the Bahramgur 
protected area in the southeast of Fars prov-
ince, where 1,200 zebras are kept.

The Persian zebra population is estimated 
to be around 1,500, although the zebra is con-
sidered an endangered species according to 
both national and international regulations.

TEHRAN –Despite a significant increase in 
rainfall over the past two weeks, the country is 
still facing a shortage of rainfall compared to 
normal conditions, according to the Metrological 
Organization.

During the last week ending March 1, the 
country received an average of 16.7 mm of rain-
fall, which shows an increase of 121 percent 
compared to the normal amount in the long term 
(7.6 mm).

From the beginning of the current Iranian 
month (February 20) to March 2, an average of 
20.9 mm of rain has been recorded, while the 
long-term figure is equal to 11.6 mm, showing 
a 79.8 percent increase compared to the long-
term average.

Since the beginning of winter, an average 
rainfall of 66.8 mm has been recorded. In com-
parison to the long-term amount, which is 81.1 
mm, the country has experienced a 17.6 percent 
decrease in precipitations.

Moreover, the amount of rainfall that has 
been recorded since the beginning of the current 
Iranian year, which started on March 21, 2023, 
shows a decrease of 28.6 percent compared to 
the long-term average.

The southeastern province of Sistan-Balu-
chestan has received rainfall 15.5 percent more 
than normal since the beginning of the current 
water year (September 21). The northern prov-
inces of Golestan and Mazandaran, and the 
western province of Kordestan ranked next with 
9.6 percent, 5.9 percent, and 0.5 percent rainfall 
more than normal, respectively.

During the same period, the amount of rainfall 
in other provinces has been less than normal. 
The southern province of Hormozgan has expe-
rienced 66.1 percent rainfall less than normal.

 Disrupting rainfall
Climate change rather than regional factors 

is responsible for disrupting rainfall patterns in 
the country, Darioush Gol-Alizadeh, head of the 
national center for weather and climate change 
affiliated with the Department of Environment, 
has said.

He made the remarks on Wednesday in the 

first scientific seminar on the role of probable 
factors in lowering the volume of rainfalls in the 
country.

“Climate change and air pollution are closely 
interlinked. Air pollution can lead to an increase 
in greenhouse gases on a macro level, as in the 
first half of the year, we are often dealing with 
sand and dust storms,” he added.

In December 2023, the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) asked its subsidiaries to carry 
out a detailed study on climate change and its 
causes due to the decrease in annual precipita-
tion, particularly this year.

Despite the Meteorological Organization’s 
forecasts that there would be adequate autumn 
rainfall, the amount of rainfall reported has been 
very low, IRNA reported.

Ali Salajeqeh, head of DOE, asked the Office for 
Marine Environment and Wetlands, the National 
Climate Change Research Center and the Envi-
ronmental Research Institute to cooperate and 
investigate the causes of low rainfall this year.

Climate change

In recent years, the issue of climate change 
has even become one of the major political is-
sues of the world so the United Nations and 
many other governments have gotten involved 
in this issue.

On the other hand, there has been a notice-
able decrease in the amount of snowfall in the 
country and a change in the pattern of precipita-
tion from snow to rain can be seen. But the total 
amount of rainfall has decreased as well.

By Ornella Sukkar

 Sometimes I feel so disappointed that I 
wonder for whom I am writing and what my 
role as an intellectual is towards the masses.  
We indeed live in a brutal and unprecedent-
ed time of selfishness and over-represen-
tation, where smart technologies, in their 
smart form, have been able to effectively be 
a focus of attraction for everyone, exercising 
all forms of domination, control and control 
over them.  However, we actually live in an 
unreal reality in which the masses were able 
to create and shape their own space and so-
ciety.  But what if everything is an illusion?

The truth today is that we are living in a 
pivotal historical moment. Everything is new 
around us.  Yes, we have been able to create 
and establish a foothold for ourselves in this 
conquering world, but the problem is that we 
do not live in this world in a fair and equal 
manner. Rather, we are a passive, consum-
ing society that issues a history of renewed 
ignorance, but with a simple and noticeable 
difference, which is the triviality. The masses 
have become shared with everyone and doc-
umented digitally, and this is the disaster of 
the era.

 This reality is the result of a series of pa-
gan worship that developed in the conscience 
of the masses without thinking and which 
was embedded in a plot that contributed very 
firmly to haunting people’s minds and influ-
encing them through unfamiliar techniques 
and inventions that amounted to a new wor-
ship, but of a more violent, controlling and 
enslaving type that results in pathological 
representations.  Psychologically, culturally 
and socially, it is similar to addiction in all its 
forms, due to the absence of laws and culture 
that take care of these challenges and the 
ability to control them.  Can any of you today 
do without a smartphone for minutes, hours, 
or perhaps months? Certainly not, because 
he may suffer from manic depression, isola-
tion, and alienation.

 To this point, systematic dominance has 

reached us due to societies in which herd 
policy and human experimentation are prac-
ticed, where the human being has become a 
number whose value is in the profits reaped 
by giant companies.  The obvious question 
that everyone is supposed to answer is: Did 
this development serve humanity and pro-
vide relief, or did it establish a new type of 
injustice, enslavement, servitude, and un-
precedented violence?

 The revolution of knowledge and artificial 
intelligence must provide comfort to hu-
mans and not make them live in the maze of 
Westernization, isolation, and loss of value 
and identity, and should provide them with 
economic, psychological, intellectual, and 
human comfort.  Where is man today in all 
of this?  Man today has become a semi-au-
tomatic programmer and has not been able 
to develop a methodology that serves his 
political influence by building new societies 
that differ from the oppression, exploitation, 
tyranny and corruption that preceded them, 
by achieving justice, equality and freedom.

 What we are suffering today is very dan-
gerous, even devastating, because man is 
unable to achieve an identity worthy of him 
due to inequality, class, and unequal wars in 
knowledge and the information industry. All 
of these challenges require stability, material 
budgets, and cultural and intellectual open-
ness that establish a national knowledge 
industry and laws that take into account and 
protect the citizens from all these crimes.  
Which afflicts humanity, violates privacy, 
and haunts the human mind with trivialities 
and digital matrices, in which man is unable 
to create a new reality far from colonialism, 
domination and control, even by default.

 Ornella Sukkar is a journalist specializing 
in Orientalist studies

TEHRAN – The Ministry of 
Health will provide services to 
patients who are suffering from 
hard-to-treat and rare diseases 
during the Noruz (New Year) hol-
idays, starting March 21.

“The provision of services will 
be available in clinics affiliated 
with medical science universi-
ties,” IRNA quoted Amir-Hesam 
Alirezaei, a health ministry offi-
cial, as saying on Monday.

All medical emergency wards 
at specialized cancer treatment 
centers will be active during the 
holidays, he added, noting that 
all government chemotherapy 
and radiation therapy centers 
will also be open.

At least one 24-hour dental 

clinic at each university should 
be open, and in big cities, in ad-
dition to government centers, at 
least two private dental clinics 
should operate round the clock, 
he stressed.

A total of 442 rare diseases 

have been identified in the coun-
try according to a recent report 
by the Rare Disease Foundation.

The incidence of rare diseas-
es is very low to the extent that 
maybe one or two people with a 
certain rare disease are present 

in the country. Some rare diseas-
es such as ‘butterfly skin or EB’, 
‘Spinal muscular atrophy (SMA)’, 
‘Metabolic diseases’, ‘Autism’, 
and ‘Dystrophies’ are among the 
most common cases in the coun-
try.

In this regard, the National 
Rare Disease Day is held annually 
on the eighth day of Esfand (the 
last Iranian calendar month), 
which falls on February 26, to 
raise awareness and generate 
support for individuals with rare 
diseases and their families.

The Day was approved to be 
designated as the national day of 
rare disease in the national cal-
endar in May 2021.
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Rainfall deficit persists despite 
 increased precipitations

Artificial intelligence between 
illusion and delusion

 

$3b approved for improving 

safety of schools
The sixth five-year national development plan (2016-2021) has pre-

dicted a total budget of $3 billion to be allocated for rebuilding and 
retrofitting old schools across the country, director of the organization 
for renovation, development and equipment of schools has said.

There are some 107,000 schools nationwide with 530,000 classes, 
160,000 of which are dilapidated, not meeting safety standards, ISNA 
quoted Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr as saying on Wednesday.

He went on explain that 30 percent of the schools nationwide, 
equaling 32,000 schools, are old, of which some 12 percent must be 
completely rebuilt and 18 percent must be retrofitted.

“However, after 2 years the budget has not been allocated yet,” he 
lamented.

درخواست تخصیص ۳ میلیارد دلار برای ایمن 
سازی  مدارس

رئیس سازمان نوسازی، توسعه و تجهیز مدارس کشوربا اشاره به وجود 
تخصیص  خواستار  کشور  در سطح  ناایمن  درس  هزار کلاس   ۱۶۰
بودجه سه میلیارد دلاری تصویب شده در قالب برنامه ششم توسعه 

برای ایمن سازی مدارس شد.
مهراله رخشانی مهر در گفت‌وگو با ایسنا، بیان کرد حدود ۱۰۷ هزار 

مدرسه با ۵۳۰ هزار کلاس درس در کشور داریم.
او اظهار کرد: از این میزان، ۳۰ درصد مدارس یعنی ۳۲ هزار مدرسه 
مشتمل بر ۱۶۰ هزار کلاس درس نیازمند مقاوم سازی و تخریب و 
بازسازی‌اند که به تفکیک می‌توان گفت ۱۸ درصد مدارس باید مقاوم 

سازی و ۱۲ درصد تخریب و بازسازی شوند.
با این وجود، بعد از حدود دو سال هنوز بودجه ای تخصیص نیافته 

است.
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Euphrates turtle conservation on DOE’s agenda

Rare disease patients to receive 
services during Noruz holidays
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red list.



At a museum in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
Gazan works on display are proclaimed to be an 
“ongoing artistic demonstration” in solidarity 
with the war-ravaged Palestinian territory.

“This is not an exhibition,” reads the sign at the 
entrance to the Palestinian Museum in Birzeit, 
near Ramallah, showcasing art and heritage from 
the Gaza Strip, AFP reported.

Alongside contemporary pieces, the works 
include old, traditional paintings and costumes, 
as well as archeological artefacts, said board 
member Ehab Bessaiso, a former culture minister.

He told AFP that the museum had launched the 
initiative to “preserve Palestinian heritage work 
in Gaza, which has faced destruction due to the 
war”.

Fighting has raged in Gaza since Oct 7, when 
Hamas carried out an unprecedented attack on 
southern Israel.

Gaza’s bloodiest war has devastated the small 
Hamas-ruled coastal territory, with its cultural 
heritage just one of the many casualties of war.

Bessaiso said the museum had received “the 
works of hundreds of artists” from Gaza that had 
been held in West Bank universities and cultural 
centers and by individuals.

The display presents “the Gazan artistic scene 
in a new way” which helps “to face the challenges 
and difficulties which artists and culture are 
confronting in Gaza amid the destruction and 
siege,” he said.In a January report, the Palestinian 
culture ministry said 24 cultural centers in Gaza 
had been destroyed “in whole or in part” since the 
start of the war.

They include the Arab Orthodox Cultural and 
Social Center, the Rashad Shawa Cultural Center 
— which includes a theatre, library and printing 
presses — and the Al-Sununu for Culture and Arts 
Association in Gaza City.

Historical buildings such as mosques, churches, 
the old Phoenician port and the Al-Qarara Cultural 
Museum have also been destroyed.

The war erupted with Hamas’s Oct 7 attack, 
which resulted in the deaths of about 1,160 people 
in Israel. The retaliatory offensive by Israeil has 
killed at least 30,000 people, mostly women and 
children in about five months.

Bessaiso said the museum display is “a 
journey through Gazan Palestinian art, especially 
following the killing of dozens of artists, writers, 
poets and journalists”.

“This journey affirms the oneness of the 
Palestinian people, which the (Israeli) occupation 
is trying to destroy.”

The names of 115 artists are on display at the 
main entrance, with black marks around the 
names of those killed in the war, among them 
visual artist Heba Zagout and painter Mohammed 
Sami Qariqa.

“Those who have had their homes, dreams, 
memories, loved ones and their whole lives stolen 
by the genocidal war,” read the words inscribed 
above their names.

The museum administration described the 
display, which opened in mid-February, as “an 
alternative space to the one that once existed in 
Gaza before the war’s fires destroyed it”.

It said the project aims to be “an alternative 
platform for the voices” from Gaza, where 
repeated communications blackouts during the 
war have prevented them “from reaching us”.

In the main exhibition hall, a pile of rubble 
evokes the destruction that has befallen Gaza. 
The scene is completed by a constant buzzing 
noise, a nod to the Israeli surveillance drones 
that are ever-present in the skies above Gaza, 
and footage of ambulances transporting a never-
ending stream of wounded.

Near the main entrance to the exhibition, 
traditional dresses and bridal gowns from 
multiple Gazan cities are on display, as well as 
braided necklaces and bracelets dating from the 
British Mandate years.

TEHRAN-The 13th Tehran 
International Animation Festival 
(TIAF) kicked off on Sunday at the 
Cultural and Artistic Creations 
Center of the Institute for the 
Intellectual Development of 
Children and Young Adults 
(Kanoon) in Tehran.

A total of 334 works from 42 
countries form the lineup for the 
festival, screened in the National 
and International categories, ILNA 
reported.

The animated films have been 
selected from among 1,328 Iranian 
and foreign animations from 72 
countries received by the festival 
secretariat.

In the National section, 139 
animations will be shown and a 
total of 195 works, including 33 
from Iran and 162 from other 
countries, are set to be screened at 
the event.

The foreign countries 
participating in this year’s edition 
of the festival include Argentina, 
Armenia, Australia, Canada, China, 
India, Ireland, the U.S, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Poland, 

Spain, Portugal, Russia, and South 
Korea among others.

The festival comprises four 
sections, namely Competition, Out 
of Competition, Special Screenings, 
and Panorama. Several specialized 
workshops have also been 
organized to be held during the 
event. The 8th National Animation 
Market has also been launched 

concurrent with the 13th edition of 
the festival.

Tehran International Animation 
Festival is held every two years 
aiming at creating an appropriate 
context for the exchange of ideas 
and techniques in animation and 
also as a ground for purposeful 
collection and presentation of 
works, discovery of capabilities and 

an encouragement for those new to 
the realm of animation to creativity 
and innovation; It also aims at 
developing capabilities while 
introducing techniques and new 
approaches for achieving a higher 
quality in animation productions.

Organized by Kanoon, the 13th 
TIAF will conclude on March 10.

Frome Page 1   In an interview with Tehran 
Times, Glidden compared comics journalism 
with other news mediums and explained: “I 
think with comics journalism, there is no lie 
about ‘objectivity’ as there is often in normal 
news reports. With a comic, we can see that 
someone has drawn the page, so we are 
reminded that there is a human being behind 
the work. “

Highlighting the impact of Joe Sacco’s 
graphic novel “Palestine,” she emphasized 
how Sacco includes himself in the story, 
underscoring that he was actively engaging in 
conversations and interviews with people. 

 “In a way, it makes us trust him more, 
because we know he isn’t pretending to be 
some dispassionate observer. He is a human 
being with other human beings. Through 
drawings, we can really get to know the people 
whose stories are being told,” she added.

Reflecting on her personal connection to 
Palestine and her motivation for creating her 
first work, she expressed, “As an American 
Jew, I had grown up being told that Israel was 
my country too. But the more I learned about 
the occupation and the way that country was 
created, the more questions I had.

 It felt very painful that this place that 
was supposed to be “mine” was oppressing 
another people so terribly. I was curious how 
a birthright trip would talk about it. I did 
feel responsible for it, not only as a Jewish 
American but also as an American whose U.S. 
tax dollars support it.”

She also expressed her emotions as a Jew in 
response to Israel’s recent genocide in Gaza: 
“I’m angry. And extremely sad.  There are many 

Jewish groups here who are actively protesting 
this, calling for a ceasefire, saying ‘not in our 
name,’ calling our American politicians and 
telling them to stop sending military aid to 
Israel, and yet it has not stopped the killing. 
I’m sick about it. We don’t know what to do. It’s 
truly sickening.” 

Reflecting on her admiration for Joe Sacco, 
a pioneer in comics journalism, she shared 
whether she had encountered Sacco and his 
works before creating her first graphic novel: 
“I had not yet met Joe at that point, nor many 
cartoonists for that matter, as I had recently 
begun creating comics myself. However, his 
book ‘Palestine’ was among the first graphic 
novels I had read, possibly around 2002.”

Born in Malta in 1960 to an engineer father 
and a teacher mother, Joe Sacco spent part 
of his childhood in Australia before moving 
with his family to the United States at the age 
of 12. While living in Berlin in the early 90s, 
curiosity and a feeling that he was not hearing 
the whole story - “American coverage of the 
Middle East is very shallow” - propelled him to 
Gaza. 

In 1992, Sacco published his report of this 
trip in a 9-issue graphic novel “Palestine”. The 
book, which was the result of interviews with 
Palestinians and the occupiers and narrated 
the history of the expulsion of the Palestinians 
and the beginning of the intifada, was able to 
win the 1996 American Book Award and was 
highly praised.

Gary Groth, co-founder of Fantagraphics, 
which published the graphic novel, told the 
Guardian that after the Hamas attack on Israel 
on October 7 and the subsequent bombing of 
Gaza demand for the book had soared. 

Glidden remarked on Sacco’s “Palestine”: 
“Before reading this book, I really had no 
idea that comics could be used to talk about 
the real world, about serious issues, about 
true stories, I had thought they were only for 
superheroes and funny things, as was most 
common in the U.S. His work opened my eyes 
to a new form of comics, but also to the reality 
of the Israeli occupation, which I knew little 
about at the time. It is an impressive work.” 

The American cartoonist noted her 
admiration for Sacco’s book “Palestine,” 
stating, “It has been widely read by those 
already familiar with comics. With the 
Palestinian situation receiving global 
attention, I believe its readership will expand 
even further. It surprises me that prior to 
October 7, many individuals in the U.S. and 
worldwide were unfamiliar with the conflict. 
As awareness grows, I anticipate more people 
will seek out books like ‘Palestine’ to gain a 
deeper understanding of the history.”

Glidden expressed her desire to explore 
Gaza, similar to Sacco, and create a comic 
about it. “It’s a regret of mine that I didn’t 
get to visit during my initial trip. I have since 
visited the West Bank, where I had a wonderful 
experience and created some short comics 
about the remarkable Palestinian individuals 
I encountered.

 However, I am eager to return and create 
more work. I can only hope that Gaza remains 
standing after the Israeli offensive. The 
current situation is truly heartbreaking.”

Following this graphic novel, Sacco traveled 
to Bosnia to document the truth of the Bosnian 
war, resulting in the creation of two novels, 
“Safe Area Goražde” and “The Fixer.” “Safe 
Area Goražde” focuses on Goražde, which is a 
Bosnian Muslim area.

This American-Maltese journalist then 
returned to Palestine to cover the story 
of Rafah and Khan Yunis massacre by 
Israel in 1956 in “Footnotes in Gaza”. After 
the publication of this graphic novel, the 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz accused Sacco 
of distortion, bias and hyperbole. In a 
report from this newspaper, leading Israeli 
military historian Meir Pail stated, “It’s a big 
exaggeration. There was never a killing of such 
a degree. Nobody was murdered. I was there. I 
don’t know of any massacre.”

The strong backlash from Zionist currents 
towards Sacco’s work not only highlights the 
importance of doing justice to Palestine but 
also emphasizes the potential influence of 
comic journals in broader political and social 
spheres.

TEHRAN- “The House in the 
Pines” by American author Ana 
Reyes has recently been published 
in Persian. 

Translated by Sara Rusta, 
the book has been published 
by Shalgardan Publications in 
Tehran.

In the gripping tale of “The 
House in the Pines,” Maya finds 
herself thrust back into a world 
she has long tried to forget, 
driven by hazy memories of her 
friend Aubrey’s mysterious death 
and the enigmatic figure of Frank 
lurking in the shadows of her 
past. As a high school senior, 
Maya witnessed Aubrey’s sudden 
demise in Frank’s presence, a 

haunting event that has haunted 
her for years.

Now residing in Boston with a 
supportive friend and battling a 
secret addiction that has been her 
solace through the trauma of her 
past, Maya’s carefully constructed 
life is shaken when she stumbles 
upon a chilling YouTube video 
showing a familiar scene—a 
young woman collapsing in the 
presence of Frank. 

This eerie reminder catapults 
Maya back to her hometown in 
the Berkshires, where she must 
confront the ghosts of her past 
and uncover the truth behind 
Aubrey’s death.

Delving into the fragments of 

her memories and uncovering 
hidden messages within her 
father’s book, Maya is propelled 
on a journey of self-discovery and 
redemption. As she unravels the 
intertwined threads of Frank’s 
influence, jealousy, and betrayal 
that colored that fateful summer, 
Maya realizes that her survival 
hinges on deciphering a story 
written before her time.

With time slipping away and 
the shadows of the past drawing 
closer, Maya’s quest for answers 
leads her back to the ominous 
cabin in the pines, where the 
truth, more horrifying than she 
could have ever imagined, awaits 
her. In a race against time, Maya 

must confront her demons, face 
the darkest corners of her soul, 
and ultimately find the strength 
to break free from the grips of her 
haunted past.

Ana Reyes holds a Master of 
Fine Arts degree from Louisiana 
State University and has had her 
writing featured in publications 
such as Bodega, Pear Noir!, The 
New Delta Review, among others. 
Currently residing in Los Angeles 
with her husband, Ana shares 
her passion for creative writing 
by teaching older adults at Santa 
Monica College. “The House 
in the Pines” marks her debut 
novel, showcasing her talent and 
passion for storytelling.
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Patience is of two kinds: patience over what pains you, and patience 
against what you covet.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:16       Evening: 18:21     Dawn: 5:04 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:27  (tomorrow)

Uncovering the untold tragic truths of Palestine  
through graphic novels

“The House in the Pines” appears in Iranian bookstores

13th Tehran International 
Animation Festival kicks off

MARCH 5, 2024

War in Gaza
Cartoonist: Schot from Netherlands 

Cartoon of Day

Palestinian Museum showcases Gaza 
artistic demonstration against war
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