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Biden Struggles to Shake off
‘Dictator, Genocide Joe’ Epithet

Death toll from
Israeli strikes,

starvation in Gaza
tops 31,000

A projected picture of President Joe Biden with the text reading “Genocide Joe” on the wall of the African American Civil War Memorial Museum during a pro-Palestinian demonstration in
Washington, D.C. Pro-Palestinian demonstrators gathered at Thomas Circle to hold a rally with Palestinian flags and banners, calling for a cease-fire in Gaza.

Hamas ‘spread out across the
region’ Tehran representative

Khaled Qaddoumi, the representative for Hamas
in Iran, says the Palestinian group can't be destroyed
by attacking the Gaza Strip, as members of its armed
wing, the Qassam Brigades, are “spread out across the
geography of the region”

“A considerable part of the military capability of the
Palestinian armed resistance is awaiting the expansion of
the operation of the Zionists and waits for their entry to
other parts with a finger on the trigger,” the Tasnim news
agency quoted him as saying.

Qaddoumi told Ayatollah Ahmad Alamolhoda, the
Leader’s representative in the shrine city of Mashhad,
that not a day goes by in Gaza in which Israeli Merkava
tanks are not destroyed.

The remarks by the Hamas representative comes as
the armed wing of Hamas said in a statement on Sunday
that one of its snipers targeted an Israeli soldier in the Tal
al-Hawa neighborhood.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Alamolhoda said, “The true
face of the U.S. has been revealed to all nations, and the
pervasive hatred today against the Americans around the

world is unprecedented in history.

What has been the big scheme
of Israel and the Biden goons?

By Martin Love

Biden and Western lies about intentions are a cruel
joke. As were the US. airdrops of 38,000 tiny meals for
starving Palestinians which actually killed five children in
Gaza because some of the parachutes did not open and
the meals crates attached fell on scrambling children

rushing to grab something to eat. But that's not nearly all.

Biden has claimed the US. is going to build a port or pier
on the shore in Gaza for humanitarian relief. This is another
cruel joke because Gaza already has a port site that has
been there for decades. Why not just repair or improve
that one? This writer knows people who have managed
to break the blockade more than a decade ago and for a
while afterwards until the Israelis began to corral boats
and murder passengers delivering goods to Gaza. One of
them, Greta Berlin, a famous American activist who broke
the blockade on shipments to Gaza for the first time back
in 2009 in a small boat from Cyprus and four more times
subsequently reports that the port has been badly damaged
but could easily be repaired.

Biden stands to lose election for
backing Gaza genocide

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN- US. President Joe Biden has spent the best
part of his long career in politics, offering unwavering
support for the Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands.

Last year, the Israeli newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth
published an insightful piece on former Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin’s trip to Washington in 1982
following the Israeli military invasion of Lebanon.

Apparently, not many in Congress expressed such
intense approval of the Israeli invasion and subsequent
deadly occupation of Beirut than the then-senator Biden.

Begin recalls a conversation with Senator Biden in
detail to Yedioth Ahronoth.

“Suddenly, he [Biden] said ‘What did you do in Lebanon?
You annihilated what you annihilated’

“Biden continued ‘It was great! It had to be donel If
attacks were launched from Canada into the United
States, everyone here would have said, Attack all the
cities of Canada, and we don't care if all the civilians get
killed.”

» Page 5
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Iran proposes six
practical proposals
for Gaza

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has proposed six practical
proposals for resolving issues in the Gaza
Strip during an emergency meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on Tuesday.

The list of proposals is as follows:

1. Expeling Israeli regime from UNGA and
preventing its membership in other interna-
tional bodies.

2. Promptly halting genocide and war
crimes in Gaza, withdrawal of Israeli army
from the Strip and provision of immediate
humanitarian aid to the enclave.

3. Providing temporary accommodation
for the homeless.

4. Setting up hospitals, medical centers
and equipping them across Gaza.

5. Transferring the injured, especially chil-
dren and women, outside Palestine for med-
ical treatment.

6. Reopening Rafah border crossing, with
joint cooperation of UN chief and Egyptian
government.

During the meeting, Iran’s foreign minister
said Muslim countries should take more de-
cisive and concrete steps to pressure Israel
to cease its genocidal attacks on Palestini-
ans in the besieged Gaza Strip. » Page 2

Treasured
collection of
TMoCA on show for
two months

TEHRAN-Tehran Museum of Contempo-
rary Art (TMoCA) has put on show a selection
of artworks from its treasured collection to
the public.

Titled “Above the Fields,” the exhibition
was launched on Saturday, March 9, show-
casing works by renowned Iranian and for-
eign painters, ISNA reported on Saturday.

It comprises 70 paintings from artists
such as Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro, Jean
Dufy, David Hockney, Ludovic Piette, Sohrab
Sepehri, Abolgasem Saeidi, Parviz Kalantari,
Jalal Shabahangi, Hossein Mahjoubi, Nas-
ser Assar, Farideh Lashai, Ali Golestaneh,
Manouchehr Niazi, and Reza Shahabi among
others.

The exhibit offers a chance to delve into
the connection between climate, nature,
and artistic representation within a selected
assortment at the TMoCA. Embracing a na-
ture-centric perspective, the exhibit displays
a substantial portion of the global visual art
heritage.

Established in 1977, the museum has more
than 4,000 items that include 19th and 20th
century’s world-class Iranian, European and
American paintings, prints, drawings and
sculptures. Being the biggest collection of
western art in the eastern world, it includes
works from almost all artistic periods and
movements. » Page 8

Agritourism in
Mazandaran: fusing
medicinal plant
production with
sustainable income

TEHRAN - Mazandaran, a picturesque
province nestled along the southern coast of
the Caspian Sea, has long been celebrated for
its fertile lands and favorable climate.

In recent years, however, the allure of
villa construction has posed a threat to its
agricultural heritage. Nevertheless, some
local experts assert that a fusion between
medicinal plant production and agritourism
could unlock a new era of prosperity for the
region, bolstering local economies while
safeguarding precious farmlands from
development.

Yet, those experts remain optimistic,

) Mehr/Fatemeh Amoozad

POGC inks S20b deal with
domestic firms to boost

SPrecovery factor

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC), which is in charge of developing the
country’s giant South Pars gas field in the
Persian Gulf, has signed a deal worth $20
billion with domestic contractors to improve
the pressure at the field’s wells and increase
the field’s recovery factor.

As Shana reported, the signing ceremony of
the mentioned contract was held in Tehran on
Sunday, with the Head of the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC) Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr
in attendance.

Based on the said contract, signed with
Petropars, MAPNA Group, Khatam-al Anbiya
Construction Headquarters, Oil Industries’
Engineering and Construction (OIEC), and
Nargan Company as contractors, the field’s gas
output will increase by 90 trillion cubic feet and

As the New Persian Year. Norouz, is arri ng the C/z,‘/zens in the capital Tehran have f/OOded markets to buy goods The excited presence of people
in the Tehran Grand Bazaar attaches great attention.

also two billion barrels of gas condensate will
be added to the field’s output. » Page &

proposing strategic interventions to bolster
medicinal plant cultivation. » Page 6
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The double standards of the West
in dealing with Iran and Israel

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

Siasat-e-Rooz dedicated its editorial to the
dual behavior of the West and its supporters on
the issue of Iran and Israel and said: Western
and Persian-language media focused all their
programs on Women'’s Day on the women of Iran
and Afghanistan, as if Western women were in
heaven, and the women of Iran and Afghanistan
have critical and exceptional conditions. The
prescription of these media was to support
riot, chaos, and military options. The truth is
that investigating the situation of Western,
Jewish, and Arab women reveals a terrible
truth that is deliberately not addressed in
these media and is practically accompanied by
censorship. It is noteworthy that these media
did not point out the martyrdom and massacre
of 9,000 Palestinian women in Gaza during the
five months of the Zionist regime’s occupation.
Also, the Director General of the IAEA and the
Westerners, who have been slandering Iran
in the nuclear field, have not pointed out the
official threat of the Zionist regime to use
nuclear weapons against the people of Gaza.
The Westerners believe that by creating an
atmosphere of inflammation inside and outside
Iran, they will distract public opinion from the
humanitarian disaster in Gaza and in some way
support the Zionist regime.

Iran: Spreading anti-Iran lies by the fact-
finding committee!

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed
the alleged report of the UN Fact-Finding
Committee and said: By publishing a report, this
committee has claimed that the Islamic Republic
of Iran committed crimes against humanity
with “serious human rights violations” during
the suppression of last year’s protests. This
committee claims that the Iranian government
has taken this action with violence, persecution,
and sexual harassment. More than 150 days
have passed since the crimes of the Zionist
regime in Gaza, but the fact-finding committee
about Israel’s crimes has not yet been formed. A
regime that continues its crimes away from the
eyes of the United Nations, an issue that was
objected to by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
our country during Amir Abdollahian’s recent
visit to Geneva. He demanded the formation of a
fact-finding committee regarding the crimes of
the Zionist regime in the Gaza Strip, but still, not
only was there no movement in this direction,
but in the meantime, Iran was accused of crimes
against humanity.

Arman-e-Melli: American stick in the hands
of Europeans

In an article, Arman-e-Melli investigated the

soft positions of the United States compared
to Europe in the Iran nuclear issue. It wrote:
These days, European countries have taken
softer positions with Iran in joint statements
and demanded Tehran’s cooperation with the
IAEA and even Tehran's compliance with its
commitments in the JCPOA. Nevertheless,
there are clear signs about the unwillingness
of the United States to make Iran’s nuclear
case more critical. The Board of Governors
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
on Thursday, March 7, completed the review
of issues related to Iran, and no decision or
resolution was issued regarding Iran. This
case shows that America is probably thinking
of interacting with Tehran after the crisis in
Israel and after the elections in Washington. If
the Europeans take a strong position regarding
the Iran nuclear issue, they are actually holding
the stick of the Americans, because the carrot
is now in the hands of the United States. From
this point of view, some harsh positions of
Europeans about Iran should not be taken
seriously. Because the non-independent Europe
against America is implementing America’s
policies against Iran.

Etemed: Tehran and Moscow on the path of
tactical convergence

In an analysis, Etemad discussed the increase
in military cooperation between Iran and
Russia. It said: Russia seeks to impose a new
order on the world through victory in Ukraine.
Tehran has also shown its influence in the
Middle East, especially in the recent conflicts
that started in Gaza. This is the strategic
investment in the Middle East region in contrast
to the presence and influence of the West in this
region. Considering the global concerns about
the proliferation of nuclear weapons and the
complexities of regional dynamics, the recent
meeting between Iran and Russia has profound
consequences for international relations.
Since the world is closely monitoring these
discussions, it becomes necessary to explain
the challenges and potential results of this
important diplomatic interaction. For Russia,
closer relations with Iran are very important to
increase the pressure on the United States in
the Middle East. Washington is also concerned
that Moscow has changed its position on Iran’s
nuclear program and is no longer against the
development of Iran’s nuclear capabilities. As it
seems, Tehran and Moscow have become closer
to creating a practical united front against the
United States from the Black Sea to the Persian
Gulf.

Regional security gains from
Iran-Armenia connections: FM

TEHRAN- Iran’s foreign minister has advocated
for deeper ties with Armenia, stating that more
collaboration between the two countries would be
advantageous for the security, stability, and peace
of the region.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian and Vahan Kostanian,
the deputy foreign wminister of Armenia,
discussed plans to deepen ties between their two
countries in a variety of areas at a meeting on
Saturday in Tehran. Highlighting the significance
of collaborative efforts to fortify and foster
cooperation in the political, economic, commercial,
scientific, and cultural domains, Amir Abdollahian
made reference to his December visit to Yerevan
and his fruitful conversations with the prime
minister and foreign minister of Armenia.

Late in December, Amir Abdollahian met with
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan in Yerevan and
discussed mutual relations and the latest regional
issues, particularly the dispute between Armenia
and Azerbaijan over the status of Karabakh region.

He also said that deepening friendly ties with
Armenia in all spheres will benefit both nations
and promote regional peace, stability, and long-
term security free from outside intervention.

Kostanian, for his part, greeted the top Iranian
diplomat on behalf of the foreign minister of
Armenia.

Additionally, he stated that Armenia views

closer ties with Iran as highly significant and
advantageous for the stability and security of the
whole region.

As part of the latest round of political
meetings between the two nations, the deputy
foreign minister of Armenia also gave a report
on his discussions with his Iranian counterpart,
characterizing the outcomes as positive.

Iran, Qatar call for ceasefire in Gaza Strip

The political attempts to resolve the Gaza
issue and put an end to Israel’s genocidal crimes
in Palestine were deliberated by the foreign
ministers of Iran and Qatar.

Amir Abdollahian and his Qatari counterpart
Sheikh  Mohammad bin Abdul Rahman Al
Thani spoke over the phone on Saturday night,
discussing current bilateral matters as well as
regional events, such as the Gaza conflict.

The two senior diplomats emphasized the
necessity of maintaining the positive trend
in relations and carrying out the bilateral
agreements.

Additionally, they discussed the most recent
events in Gaza as well as the proposals made to
halt the slaughter in the enclave.

They also emphasized the necessity of stepping
up political assiduity and efforts in that direction.
At least 31,000 Palestinians have been killed

and 72,524 injured in Israeli attacks on Gaza since
October 7.

Iran proposes six practical
proposals for Gaza

From page 1 » “As we witness
theinaction of the United Nations
Security Council against Israeli
crimes, it becomes urgent and
necessary for Islamic countries
to find practical solutions and
to take more serious actions
in support of the people of
Palestine,” the top diplomat
explained while warning that the
humanitarian situation in Gaza is
turning into an unprecedented
disaster.

“Undoubtedly, any economic
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| from the occupied territories.

' On Monday, at a weekly
| news briefing on Monday, the
spokesman for Iran’s Foreign
Ministry, Nasser Kanaani,
emphasized the significance
of the OIC emergency meeting,
stating that the 57-member
group is “facing a test” over
Israel's genocide in the Gaza
Strip.

“This cruel war continues in
the shadow of warmongering
by the Zionist regime’s officials

cooperation with this regime,
and financial, military, or political
assistance to it, amounts to
practical  cooperation  and
assistance in the crimes of the
Zionists and facilitating the
continuation of their heinous
acts, including the genocide of
Palestinians.”

Several Islamic countries have
beenaccused of having lackluster
and insufficient responses to

Israeli crimes in Gaza.

Reports show that Turkey,
despite President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s strong words against
the Israeli regime, has increased
its trade with Israel since
October 7th.

An unidentified member of
Turkey’s Exporters Union has
told Turkish media that Ankara
is currently providing 50% of
food consumed in the occupied

territories.

Furthermore, some Arab
states like Saudi Arabia, Jordan,
and the UAE have formed a
land corridor to help the regime
bypass the Yemeni blockade in
the Red Sea, according to Israeli
reports.

During his speech, Amir
Abdollahian called on Islamic
nations to cease all ties with
Israel and recall their envoys

and the unlimited support of the
United States.

The OICis facing a test to show
how much of its capacity it will
use in support of Palestine,” he
said.

“The leaders of Muslim
countries took a strong and
unanimous decision that requires
an effective step to defend
Palestine, with an urgency of
stopping the war”

Raisi sends congratulatory message
to new Pakistan president

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
has sent a congratulatory message to Asif Ali
Zardari on his election as the new President
of Pakistan and expressed hope that relations
between the two countries, which have
historical, cultural and religious history, will
be further developed and deepened during his
presidency.

On Sunday, Raisi stated that “Iran, as always
and especially in the new era, is ready to
develop relations with the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan.”

He also described Pakistan as a brother and
friend of Iran, saying, “The Islamic Republic
of Iran is prepared to promote relations with
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan as ever,
particularly during the new term.”

On Saturday, Pakistan Peoples Party’s co-
chairperson Asif Ali Zardari won a second
term as president, supported by the ruling
coalition in a vote by parliament and regional
assemblies.

Zardari, 68, previously took the presidential
office post in 2008 after a sympathy vote
following the gun and bomb assassination
of his wife Benazir Bhutto when she was
campaigning for re-election.

congratulations to Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on his recent election as the new Prime
Minister of Pakistan.

Emphasizing Iran’s proactive stance, Raisi
highlighted a commitment to strengthening
and enriching all dimensions of bilateral
relations with Pakistan, aligning with its
established policy.

Within his congratulatory message, Raisi
expressed unwavering confidence in the
potential for both nations to intensify their
efforts, leveraging deep historical and cultural
ties to fortify and broaden cooperation.

He  reiterated Iran’s

The president’s remarks align with Iran’s
overarching policy to strengthen and deepen
ties with neighboring countries and fellow
Muslim nations.

Moreover, Raisi expressed hope for the new
Pakistani government to take substantial
steps toward the progress and development
of the country.

In response, Sharif expressed gratitude
for Iran’s congratulatory message, echoing
sentiments of hope for the continued growth
of bilateral ties.

He highlighted the profound friendship
between the two nations

readiness to elevate
and deepen all facets of
bilateral  relations  with
Pakistan, reconfirming this
commitment as part of its
standard policy.

Raisi also extended his
best wishes for the success

The Islamic Republic in
of Iran is keen to boost
relations with Pakistan as
ever, particularly under the
new Pakistani leadership.

and conveyed confidence
effective  collaboration
between Iran and Pakistan to
safeguard mutual interests.

It's noteworthy that this
diplomatic exchange follows
a recent period of strained
relations between Iran and
Pakistan, after Iran targeted

of the mnew Pakistani
government, expressing optimism about its
role in fostering the growth and prosperity
of Pakistan. Additionally, he offered heartfelt
prayers for the well-being and happiness of
the Pakistani nation.

They also held a phone call on Monday,
expressing  optimism  about  further
collaboration across various areas of shared
interest.

Raisi underscored that ties between
Tehran and Islamabad extend beyond mere
neighborliness as they are deeply rooted in
historical and cultural connections. He warmly
welcomed the prospect of advancing bilateral,
regional, and international interactions in
Pakistan.

two main bases of the so-
called Jaish ul-Adl terrorist group in Pakistan’s
southwestern province of Balochistan and the
latter responded by striking Iranian positions
near the border. Islamabad said it had struck
the residence of Pakistani separatists while
Tehran confirmed that no Iranian national was
killed during the attack.

Despite these challenges, both nations
have demonstrated a commitment to de-
escalation, fostering a renewed spirit of
cooperation.

Officials from both countries expressed
respect for their neighbor’s sovereignty and
said that they are willing to engage in dialogue
to cooperate for a more intense fight against
terrorism.

Iran nabs largest UK-linked financial sabotage,
online gambling network

Last week, in an official statement,
the Iranian president extended warm
TEHRAN- The largest

nationwide coordinated internet
gambling and betting network,
founded and run by UK-based
entities, was brought down by
Iran’s Intelligence Ministry.

The news was released by
the ministry on Saturday and
was attributed to 14 months
of “complicated intelligence
research and surveillance.”

By exploiting up to 35,006
bank accounts, 1,200 payment
gateways, and 54 significant
gaming and betting websites,
the network had been able to
embezzle large quantities of
money.

Aportion of the money that the
“London-based mafia network”
received from gamblers would
be deposited into their accounts
as “gambling gains,” while large
amounts of their funds would be
transferred to the UK.

The ministry stated that in
return for imposing high taxes
on the mafia network’s profits,
the UK government would
turn a blind eye to its money

laundering and other illicit
activities. Thus, London would
“practically pave the way for the
culprits’ criminal activities,” the
statement read.

Operatives from the ministry
also detained five managers who
were in charge of the “Pardakht.
me” payment gateway and the
“Nitro bet” network. They were
accused of economic sabotage,
operating online casinos, and
receiving illegal profits.

The ministry stated that the
UK-based network was involved
in more than just fraudulent
activity and that it was also
working to normalize gambling,
which is against Islamic
teachings, through a variety of
media channels.

During last year’s unrest
in Iran, certain European
countries had gone to great
lengths to sow instability in
Iran by orchestrating plots and
ploys which were successfully
foiled.

Iran’s Intelligence Minister,
Esmail Khatib, said that the

government foiled a conspiracy
to assassinate several Sunni
clergies, judges, and members of
the country’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC).

The plot, which was planned
to be carried out “on September
30, was intended to “fuel ethnic
and religious differences” in the
country, Khatib said in a visit to
Mashhad.

The intelligence chief warned
that the adversaries were
aiming to create unrest along
the eastern borders and urged
authorities, both Shia and Sunni,
to exercise caution.

In  connection with the
conspiracy, which aimed to attack
the city’s populous centers,
28 terrorists were detained,
according to the statement.

They were arrested from the
provinces of Tehran, Alborz, and
West Azerbaijan, the ministry
said, adding the detainees were
all members of Daesh with a
history of serving the terrorist
group in Syria, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and the Kurdistan

region of Iraq.

According to the ministry, the
explosions were aimed at spreading
a false impression of pervasive
insecurity, sowing hopelessness
and dread across society, and
igniting turmoil and protest.

“The  planned operations
aimed to undermine the security
and authority of the country and
present an unstable image of
Iran.

Terrorists wanted the country
to be immersed in fear and
despair and sought to eventually
incentivize violence and riots,”
read the Intelligence Ministry
statement.

Significant ~ amounts  of
explosive materials, tens of
explosive devices, 17 U.S.-made
handguns, multiple smart and
satellite communication devices,
suicide vests, and large sums
of foreign currencies were
confiscated from the terrorists,
the ministry explained.
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By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- CENTCOM’s narrative
paints Tehran as an outsider in the
region, disengaged from neighborly
cooperation. Nevertheless,
Iran’s recent flurry of regional
and international  maneuvers
starkly  contradicts CENTCOM'’s
unsubstantiated claims.

In a statement issued on
Thursday, U.S. Army General Michael
E. Kurilla, commander of CENTCOM,
underscored the critical nature of
the West Asia region, warning that
conceding to Iran and China could
jeopardize U.S. interests.

Kurilla emphasized the
convergence  of crises and
competition,  highlighting  the

potential for threats against the US.
homeland and the risk of regional
conflict, which could undermine
national defense strategy.

This cautionary message signals
a potential “strategic shift” in
US. policy towards West Asia,
addressing longstanding  criticisms
of Washington's approach, including
accusations of abandonment or
insufficient prioritization of the region.

Meanwhile, US. senators have
particularly criticized President
Biden’s perceived appeasement
policy, advocating for a more robust
military presence in the area.

Kurilla pointed to the Al-Agsa
Storm Operation as a turning point,
emphasizing its lasting impact on
Israel, Gaza, and the broader region.

He highlighted what he called
Iran’s opportunistic exploitation of
these conditions, accusing Tehran of
actively reshaping West Asia to its
advantage.

Moreover,  Kurilla  asserted
that Iran’s actions have hindered
regional integration and deepened
partnership with the United States.

Unraveling the U.S. paradoxical
policies in the region

The United States’ approach
to West Asia has been marked
by  contradictions, particularly
concerning its military footprint in
the region.

Despite  ongoing  criticism
from American senators over
President Biden's “appeasement
policy, Washington’s actions have
suggested a reluctance to fully

commit to a significant military
presence. This dissonance s
evident in the administration’s
verbal expressions of disinterest in
maintaining a substantial military
footprint in the region.

However, General Kurilla’s
statement from CENTCOM on
Thursday introduces a new dimension
to this debate. It serves as a stark
reminder that the White House's
position on military presence in West
Asiais far from settled.

The mention of a “possible shift”
in policy indicates a reevaluation
within the administration regarding
the necessity and extent of military
engagement in the region. This
uncertainty underscores Washington's
bewildered foreign policy in West Asia
and suggests that significant changes
may be on the horizon.

West Asia’s discontent:
scrutinizing U.S. presence in the
region

The presence of the United States
in the region has long been a subject
of controversy, especially in light of
CENTCOM's recent statement, which
appears to contradict Washington’s
perceived policy of appeasement
towards West Asia.

This discrepancy highlights a
fundamental tension: The US.
asserts its presence based on its own
interests, and it often disregards the
priorities of the states in the region.

For instance, in conflicts such as
Riyadh's confrontation with Sanaa,
Washington has historically thrown its
weight behind Saudi Arabia, regardless
of broader regional dynamics.

However, recent shifts, such as
Saudi Arabia’s embrace of diplomatic
dialogue to safeguard its borders
in alignment with its 2030 vision,

Iran’s reality vs.
TCOM’s rheto

indicate a growing recognition
that sustainable security in the
region necessitates more nuanced
approaches than mere military
intervention.

Recent calls from Iragi officials
to expel American forces from
Iragi soil further underscore the
growing sentiment in the region
favoring stability through diplomatic
channels and negotiations with
neighboring countries, rather than
relying on the military presence of
the United States.

This stance aligns with a
broader shift towards recognizing
the importance of dialogue and
cooperation among regional actors
as the primary means of addressing
security challenges and resolving
conflicts. By advocating for the
removal of USS. forces, Iraq signals its
commitment to pursuing diplomatic
solutions and fostering closer ties
with its regional counterparts,
thereby contributing to a more
sustainable and peaceful future for
West Asia.

Conversely, while the involvement
of other global powers like Russia
and China could offer potential
benefits, the U.S. has demonstrated
a tendency to prioritize its own
interests over those of host
countries.

This is exemplified by instances
such as the abrupt withdrawal of US.
forces from Afghanistan, leaving the
Afghan people vulnerable to groups
like the Taliban and ISIS, despite
Washington’s previous assertions of
counterterrorism efforts.

Washington's ~ approach  often
simplifies countries into allies or
adversaries based on their alignment
withU.S.interests, leadingtoastrategy
that prioritizes short-term gains over

ric

long-term stability. This is evident in
its readiness to confront nations that
resist cooperation, regardless of the
broader consequences for regional
stability.

Ultimately, the narrow focus
on advancing US. interests
risks  exacerbating  tensions
and undermining the pursuit of
sustainable security and prosperity
in West Asia.

CENTCOM'’s
perspective on Iran

During its Thursday statement,
CENTCOM appearedto portray Iranas
an outsider in West Asia, insinuating
that Tehran is unwilling to cooperate
with Arab states. However, this
characterization overlooks crucial
aspects of Iran’s regional and
international engagement.

Firstly, Iran, like any other nation,
has the right to pursue its interests
both regionally and globally. It has
consistently engaged in diplomatic
efforts with its neighbors and
other states in the region, seeking
mutually beneficial partnerships and
resolving conflicts through dialogue.

Secondly, the assertion made in
the CENTCOM statement regarding
Iran’s alleged lack of cooperation is
misleading. In fact, Iran has played
a proactive role in addressing
pressing regional issues, particularly
regarding Palestine. Over the
past few wmonths, Tehran has
spearheaded efforts to address the
Palestine conflict through diplomatic
channels, both internationally and
regionally. For instance, Iran has
advocated for the convening of
sessions within the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (0IC) to discuss
the Gaza issue, demonstrating its
commitment to finding peaceful
resolutions to complex challenges.

The Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (0IC), founded in 1969,
comprises 57 member states,
with 48 being Muslim-majority
countries. It serves as a platform
for  Muslim-majority ~ nations
to collectively address shared
concerns and promote international
peace and harmony. Through its
engagement with blocs like the OIC,
Iran underscores its commitment
to advancing regional stability
and cooperation, challenging the
narrative that it is unwilling to
collaborate with its Arab neighbors.

unrealistic

Iran’s naval prowess paves the way for

global dominance: MP

o W &

TEHRAN - In a recent announcement, the
head of the National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee of the Iranian Parliament underscored
the profound global ramifications of achieving
maritime dominance for the country.

Vahid Jalalzadeh made the remarks during
an end-of-year gathering at the Iranian Navy’s
headquarters. He emphasized that a country
capable of achieving maritime dominance would
inevitably command superior influence worldwide.

Addressing the Leader of Islamic Revolution’s
directives on maritime activities, Jalalzadeh
stressed the imperative to mobilize all capacities
for the development of maritime activities and the

expansion of the southern Makran coasts.

Commending the Navy’s initiatives in developing
the Makran coasts and augmenting the country’s
maritime power, Jalalzadeh accentuated the
pivotal role played by the Iraninan Navy in
controlling international trade.

Acknowledging the diplomatic utility of
maritime power as a critical national capability,
Jalalzadeh remarked, “In recent years, when
the United States exerted its influence against
our interests, the Navy promptly responded,
significantly impacting the region and the world.
These maneuvers underscored the prowess of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the seas”

Referring to the global mission of Iran’s 86th
Naval Fleet, Jalalzadeh noted that the flotilla
used was domestically produced, showcasing the
capabilities of national production. For the first
time in Iran’s naval history, Iran’s 86th Naval Fleet,
featuring the domestically manufactured Dena
Destroyer and Makran forward base ship, returned
to the country on May 17, 2023 after completing
the inaugural round-the-world mission, having
traversed more than 12,000 kilometers of

maritime channels over the course of 91 days.

Underlining the significance of maritime power,
Jalalzadeh clarified, “Being the first in the sea
translates to being the first in the world, and any
nation that conquers the sea will undoubtedly
wield superior global power. Fortunately, the
Iranian Navy has demonstrated considerable
growth and development in recent vyears,
deserving both appreciation and gratitude.

Amid  tensions heightened by foreign
intervention in the region, the Islamic Republic is
increasing its naval presence in the high seas.

Iran’s Navy has achieved self-sufficiency in
manufacturing surface and sub-surface vessels
in recent years. It has also increased its presence
in international waters to protect naval routes and
provide security for merchant vessels and tankers.

Iranian military experts and engineers have
maderemarkable breakthroughs inmanufacturing
a broad range of indigenous equipment in recent
years, contributing to the armed forces’ self-
sufficiency.

Stability along Iran’s borders ensured
with all might: commander

TEHRAN - In a recent statement,
the Commander of Iran’s Army
Ground Force Brigadier General
Kioumars Heidari, underscored the
extensive deployment of forces
across all national borders.

Highlighting the significant
contributions of these warriors,
he emphasized their collaboration
with the Islamic Revolution Guards’
Ground Forces and border patrol,
collectively working to establish

and maintain stable security.

General Heidari provided insights
into the strategic positioning of
the Ground Forces at the country’s
borders. “Divisions and regional
bases are actively engaged in
fulfilling their roles to bolster
national security,” he added.

Heidari reiterated the steadfast
presence of the Army’s Ground
Forces at all national borders,

emphasizing the enduring
commitment of these warriors
in ensuring continuous stable
security.

He stressed that Iran’s primary
objective is to ensure stability
and security within its borders, a
responsibility shouldered by its
Armed Forces.

Addressing ongoing efforts, he
discussed the meticulous process

of clearing areas contaminated
with mines and remnants from the
Iran-Iraq war era.

Iranian authorities have
consistently stated their
commitment to enhancing the
country’s  military  capabilities,
with a clear focus on defensive
purposes. They have asserted that
Iran’s defense capabilities are non-
negotiable and will not be subject
to discussions
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Beiranvand’s
performance raises
concerns

TEHRAN - Alireza Beiranvand, Iran’s national
team and Persepolis Mo. 1 goalkeeper, has
recently shown poor performance and is under
pressure at the moment.

The peak of these mistakes was evident in the
game against Foolad last Friday, which has left
Persepolis fans concerned on the brink of the
Tehran derby.

Despite Persepolis winning 4-2 against
Fooldad, Beiranvand made mistakes on both
goals conceded.

Beiranvand joined the national team lineup
after the 2015 Asian Cup and has been the No.
1 goalkeeper for Iran in four major tournaments:
the 2018 FIFAWorld Cup, the 2019 AFC Asian Cup,
the 2022 FIFA World Cup, and the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup.

During this time, he faced tough competition
from various rivals like Payam Niazmand and
Amir Abedzadeh, but national team coaches,
from Carlos Queiroz to Marc Wilmots and Amir
Ghalenoei, trusted him.

Only during the preliminary stages of the
2022 FIFA World Cup Qualifiers, the Croatian
coach of national team Dragan Sko?i? briefly
benched Beiranvand, but he quickly regained his
place in the national team lineup.

However, Beiranvand has not maintained
the stability he had in previous seasons for
Persepolis and Team Melli. Furthermore, this
continued trend of costly errors could jeopardize
his position in the national team.

This season, Beiranvand sparked controversy
when he terminated his contract with Persepolis
through the Iran Football League Organization
and rumors emerged of his possible move to
Persepolis’ archrivals, Esteghlal.

This could have been one of the most
controversial transfers in Iranian football in
recent seasons, but after a few days, he signed
a new contract with Persepolis. However, that
incident affected Beiranvand’s popularity among
the Persepolis fans.

He has made numerous mistakes at the
2023/24 Iran Persian Gulf Professional League
season, notably against Zob Ahan, Sepahan,
and Aluminum, and especially against Foolad!
Similarly, in the national team, despite saving
two crucial penalties in the 2023 AFC Asian Cup,
his overall performance in the tournament was
not satisfactory. Particularly in the semifinal
match against Qatar, which ended in a 3-2 defeat
for Iran, Beiranvand faced significant criticism.
Unlike in the past, Beiranvand is no longer
considered the obvious and primary choice for
the national team, and the significant safety
margin he once felt has diminished.

In light of these circumstances, the coaching
staff of the Iranian national team needs to
seriously contemplate finding a dependable
replacement for Beiranvand. At 31years old, and
considering the fluctuations in his performance,
Iranian football has recognized the necessity
for both short-term and long-term solutions
regarding goalkeeper position of Team Melli.

Vafaeipour takes
gold at Yasar Dogu

TEHRAN - Hadi Vafaeipour of Iran claimed
a gold medal at the 2024 Yasar Dogu Saturday
night. Vafaeipour defeated Mongolia’s Bat
Erdene Byambasuren 10-0 in the final match of
the 86kg and won the gold medal.

Iran's Mohammad Mehdi Palangvar also
claimed a bronze medal in the 65kg weight class
after beating a wrestler form Kazakhstan.

The Yasar Dogu & Vehbi Emre Tournament is
being held in Antalya, Turkey from March 7 to 10.

This international tournament includes
competition in men’s Greco-Roman wrestling.
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Straight Truth

Tajikistan’s Sadullo
chosen ss Tehran
derby VAR official

TEHRAN - Gulmurodi Sadullo from Tajikistan
has been chosen as one of three video assistant
referee (VAR) officials in the match between
Persepolis and Esteghlal in Tehran derby.

Mahsa Ghorbani has been previously chosen
as the first Iranian woman for a men’s match.
She will officiate as a VAR official.

The Tehran derby will be held on March 13 in
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

The VAR is a match official in association
football who assists the referee by reviewing
decisions using video footage and providing
advice to the referee based on those reviews.

Chalus-based team
win Iran’s sitting
volleyball league

TEHRAN - Chalus-based team Mehr Molana
won the title of the 2024 Iran’s Sitting Volleyball
League on Sunday.

Mehr Molana defeated Zob Ahan in straight
sets (25-21, 25-23, 28-26) in the final match
held in Iran’s Sports Federation for the Disabled’s
headquarters in Tehran.

Shahrdari Kerman and Palayesh Naft Abadan
jointly finished in third place.

In the nine Paralympic Games since Seoul
1988, Iran are Paralympic champions in seven of
them.

The support of government, the people,
clubs, sponsors, the beauty of the sport and
the support for athletes are the reasons for the
growth.

Bahman Group
Tehran win Iran
Women’s Basketball
League

TEHRAN - Bahman Group Tehran women’s
basketball team claimed the title of the 2023-24
Iran Women'’s Basketball League on Saturday.

It defeated Mehrsun 74-45 and claimed the
title in best of five, in which Bahman won the
title 3-2.

The premier league founded in 2002 as the
highest level of women’s basketball leagues in
Iran which has been continuously performed
ever since.

Ararat Tehran is the most decorated team in
the competition with five titles.

Iran to Ireland:
Irish cyclist praises
the kindness of
strangers

For Tomas Mac an t-Saoir, from Ballyferriter,
the world is no bigger than one turn of a wheel.

The County Kerry man has just returned
from cycling across Afghanistan, Iran, India and
Pakistan as part of a mission to cycle across
the globe, and meet as many people as possible
along the way.It started in 2016 after university
in Galway - when he packed up his bicycle and
belongings to cycle across the U.S.

What started as a goal to cover as many miles
as possible has evolved into a mission to really
see and enjoy the world.

Since then he has wheeled his way across
much of the continents of Africa, Asia and
Australia.And Tomas does not mind how long it
takes him to complete.

“It's become a bit of addiction - the world is so
big and beautiful and a bike is fast enough that
you can get from A to B, but slow enough - as |
am only doing 80-100km a day that you get an
opportunity to see the world properly and spend
time with the people who inhabit it he told BBC
News NI“I've found 99% of people in the world
are kind and good”.
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Tehran to host 2nd Iran-Africa
trade summit in April

TEHRAN - Iran will host economy ministers
from more than 40 African countries at the
second Iran-Africa International Summit set
to be held in April, an official at Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) announced.

Mohammad Sadeq Ghanadzadeh, the
director general of the Africa Department at
the TPO, said on Saturday that the summit will
take place on April 26-29 in the capital Tehran.

He made the announcement at a preliminary
meeting for the mentioned summit, which
was attended by other TPO officials and
representatives from different departments
of the Iranian Ministry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade.

Over the past 40 years, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has never given up on its principled
policy towards Africa due to political and
cultural commonalities, despite the sanctions,
pressure, and disruptions of the West, and has
always maintained itself alongside the people
and countries of Africa.

During the Iranian calendar years 1384 and
1385 (March 2005-March 2007), the relations
between Iran and the African continent
increased in terms of trade. Still, since 1386,
the economic relations between Iran and
Africa have decreased due to the economic
crisis and cruel sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past years, due to
the lack of restoration of economic relations
with Africa, the amount of trade with the
countries of this continent has remained

at the level of $1.2 billion, but according to
Ghanadzadeh facilitating the trade route with
Africa is happening now and it is expected
that the trade figure with this continent will
reach $10 billion in the next three years.

In fact, good steps have been taken to use
Africa’s capacity, and Africa can be a suitable
market for Iranian goods, Ghanadzadeh
stated.

Last year, the official referred to the
beginning of the 13th government’s measures
to develop relations with the African continent
and said: “Over the past [Iranian calendar]
year 1400 (ended on March 20, 2022), a series
of measures have been initiated, which were
resulted in the visit of about 60 African trade
delegations, active presence in the exhibitions
of this continent, the opening of 10 trade
centers, and the dispatch of three commercial
attacheés.

“As the result of these measures, Iran’s
trade with Africa experienced a 100-percent
growth from $650 million in the Iranian year
1399, and also in the first nine months of the
year 1401, Iran-Africa trade was equal to the
total trade of the previous year, and we also
experienced a growth of about 700 percent
in the export of technical and engineering
services” he added.

Also as announced by Ruhollah Latifi, the
value of trade between Iran and Africa rose
two percent in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20).

TEDPIX falls nearly 3,500 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), fell 3,495 points
to 2,160,256 on Sunday, which is the second
day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

POGC inks $20b deal with domestic
firms to boost SP recovery factor

From page 1 » According to
Khojasteh-Mehr, completion of this
project is going to bring Iran $900
million of revenues.

The contractors will also review
and validate basic and advanced
engineering documents and provide
correction views.

Cooperating with the employer to
finalize the project implementation
plan, ordering late delivery items,
preparing the strategy for assigning
subcontracts in the form of EPC
contracts, negotiating and creating
partnerships between domestic and
international platform builders for
the construction of pressure-boosting

platforms in the Persian Gulf and
taking the necessary measures to
start geotechnical and geophysical
contracts are also among the duties of

contractors.

This contract is signed while Qatar
is also building pressure-boosting
platforms in the southern part of

this joint field.

South Pars gas field, which Iran
shares with Qatar in the Persian Gulf,
is estimated to contain a significant
amount of natural gas, accounting
for about eight percent of the world’s
reserves, and approximately 18 billion
barrels of condensate. The field is
divided into 24 standard phases.

The huge offshore field covers
an area of 9,700 square kilometers,
3,700 square kilometers of which
are in Iran’s territorial waters in
the Persian Gulf. The remaining
6,000 square kilometers, called
North Dome, are situated in Qatar’s
territorial waters.

Tehran, Baghdad keen to expand monetary, banking ties: official

TEHRAN - The chairman of the Iran-Iraq Joint
Chamber of Commerce has said banking officials
from the two countries are keen to expand the
monetary and banking relations, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

There is not any problem in the field of banking
and monetary interactions between Iran and Irag,
Yahya Al-e Eshaq said, adding that the two sides
are pursuing the implementation of the agreements
previously inked by the two central banks.

Referring to the suspension of the activity of Bank

Melli Iran (BMI) in Iraq by the central bank of the Arab
country, the official said several Iranian banks had
been authorized to be active in this Arab country but
arecent decision came due to the sanctions imposed
by the United States.

Recently, however, the Central Bank of Iraq has
announced that the activity of Bank Melli Iran will
continue in this country, Al-e Eshaq added.

He put the current value of the annual trade
exchanges between Iran and Iraq at about $10 billion,
adding that the two countries have a high potential

to enhance bilateral trade.

Iran and Iraq are interested in boosting mutual
banking, monetary, and trade ties, so the economic
officials of the two countries should roll up their
sleeves to spurtrade and economic activities, he stated.

Earlierthismonth, the Central Bankof Iragannounced
in a statement that the Arab country decided to allow
the resumption of operations by Bank Melli Iran given
the credibility of reciprocal commitments between the
two neighboring countries.

BRICS sets up anti-money laundering working group

TEHRAN - An Iranian official with the Iranian
Economy Ministry has confirmed that the BRICS
group of emerging economies set up an anti-
money laundering council nearly three months
ago.

Hadi Khani, head of the financial information
center of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Finance, told IRNA's correspondent on Sunday
that the council is composed of chairpersons
of departments for money laundering or chiefs
of financial information centers of the member
states.

The Council for Combating Money Laundering
has convened three times up to now, he
said, noting that the members discussed

its secretariat as well as interaction and
cooperation to reach objectives regarding
the campaign against money laundering and
terrorism financing.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is an active
member of the council as a result of efforts
made by the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Finance, and the Anti-Money Laundering High
Council, he said.

The council is operational now and its next
meeting is scheduled to be held in Russia in April,
Khani said, underlining that the member states
try to turn the council into a mechanism that will
actively secure the interests of the members.

Earlier this month, Deputy Governor of

the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Mohsen Karimi
announced that BRICS has put on the agenda
the CBI's proposal to set up the group’s own
equivalent to the SWIFT payment system and
create an organization to fight money laundering
and terrorist financing that would be similar to
intergovernmental Financial Action Task Force
(FATF).

“The proposals of the Iranian central bank on
the creation of a system for exchanging financial
messages between members of the organization
(similar to SWIFT), combating money laundering
and financing of terrorism (similar to FATF) and
international credit rating institutions for BRICS
members were accepted by the organization on
the agenda,” Karimi said.

Ten exchange branches of Bank
Melli Iran were simultaneously
opened in Isfahan, Bushehr, llam,
Khuzestan, Sistan and Baluchestan,
Kermanshah, Yazd, Khorasan Razavi,
Kurdistan, and Fars provinces.

On the occasion of the holy
birthday of Qa’im Al Muhammad,
Imam Mahdi, a splendid celebration
of the mid-Sha’ban was held in the
Ferdosi conference hall of the central
departments of the bank. During
this event, 10 exchange branches
were opened in the presence of
Ayatollah Kazem Sedighi, the
temporary Imam Jome of Tehran;
Mohsen Rezayi, a member of the
Expediency Discernment Council of
the System and Secretary of the High
Council of Economic Coordination
of the Heads of State; Dr. Farshad
Mohammadpour, the Deputy
Supervisor of the Central Bank;
Dr. Abolfazl Najarzadeh, the CEO of
Bank Melli Iran; board members,
executives, and numerous staff of
the bank.

In this ceremony, Farshad
Mohammadpour, Deputy Supervisor
of the Central Bank, also explained
theinstitution’s policies regarding
the currency market. He stated,
“According to the new approach and
considering therisks associated with
market activities, exchange offices
should possess the required capital
and credit to operate. The higher

The opening of 10 exchange
branches of Bank Melli Iran

coincided with the celebration
of the mid-Sha’ban
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their capitalandrisk tolerance, the
more their activities expand.”

He added, “The Central Bank’s
approach is to ensure that every
bank branch across the country,
particularly those in provinces
lacking exchange offices, is equipped
with one.”

The Deputy Supervisor of
the Central Bank, praising the
performance of BMI in launching
exchange offices in ten provinces
of the country, stated: Considering
the leading role of BMlin all areas,
this initiative has been piloted by
the bank today, and we hope that
with this event, the groundwork
forthe presence of other banks in
the country will also be provided,

and gradually they will also enter
this field.

It is to be said that in this
ceremony held on the occasion of
the mid-Sha’ban celebration, other
speakers also emphasized therole
of BMlin providing better currency
services to the production sectorand
economic activists of the country.

It is to be noted that with the
opening of these exchange offices in
the mentioned provinces, gradually
otherprovinces inthe countryare
expected to witness the opening of
BMI’s exchange offices as well, so
that all people across the country
have access to the services they
need from exchange offices.
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Inthe “Melli Acceptor Festival,” both

the card and the card readerare
winners.

Bank Melli Iran intends to relations, in the “Melli Acceptor
implement the “Melli Acceptor Festival, all holders of bank network
Scheme”with theaim of supporting  .5rds and merchants who have
businesses by focusing on various .

. . connected their payment gateway
banking and payment service needs, .
providing special facilitiesto all people  OF card readerto their BMlaccounts
in lran. can benefit from the special rewards

According to the BMI public and prizes of this festival.

With the “Melli Acceptor,’ 95 prizes
are on the way, each worth 10
million Tomans

Purchasing through BMI’s card To join the participants of this
reader (Sadad)holders of cards festival, it is enough to make
from all banks can participate ina payments of over 200,000 Tomans
lottery to win one of 95 prizesworth  through acceptance tools (such as
100 million Rials each by earninga card readers, payment gateways,
minimum of 2 points (one point for and paymentapps) provided by the
every 100,000 Tomans spent) each Sadad electronic payment service
month. company.

With "Melli Acceptor” all businesses

areontherighttrack

Holders of BMI card readers can practical packages, they canalso avail
benefit from its different incentive themselves of special facilities up to
practical packages. 50 billion Rials at approved rates or

In this scheme, owners of BMlcard interest-free and commission-free
readers can participate inthefestival facilities of 2 billion Rials, along with
by conducting aminimum of 30 million  amonthly draw fora 10 billion Rials
Tomans in monthly transactions carpurchase subsidy (one point for
(POS). In addition to benefitingfrom every 1 million Tomans spent).
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Biden struggles to shake off
“Dictator, Genocide Joe” epithet

TEHRAN- As Israel presses ahead
with its brutal onslaught on the Gaza
Strip more Palestinians are losing
their lives not only in the regime’s
strikes but also due to hunger.

According to the Health Ministry
in Gaza, the death toll from Israel’s
assault on Gaza, which began on
October 7, has surpassed 31,000.

The ministry says over 70% of the
victims are women and children.

Apart from deadly strikes, more
people in Gaza are starving to death
amid warnings over a looming
famine in the territory.

Ramesh Rajasingham, the director
of the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, warned late
last month that more than 576,000
people in Gaza, which is about one-
quarter of the territory’s 2.3 million
population, are “one step away from
famine” and face a “grave situation”.

Israel largely shut off entry of
food, water, medicine and other
supplies after launching a war on
Gaza. It has allowed only a trickle of
aid trucks through two crossings in
the south. Nonetheless, Israeli forces
have opened fire and killed hungry
Palestinians who have waited for
deliveries of food from these trucks.

[t was on February 29, that
Israeli soldiers massacred more
than 100 Palestinians in a Gaza City
neighborhood who were waiting for
humanitarian aid, including flour.
Since then, the tragic event, which
drew strong global condemnation,
has been referred to as the “flour
massacre”.

Two weeks ago, the UN special
rapporteur on the right to food
accused Israel of deliberately
starving Palestinians.

“Intentionally depriving people of
food is clearly a war crime. Israel has
announced its intention to destroy
the Palestinian people, in whole or
in part, simply for being Palestinian.
In my view as a UN human rights
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expert, this is now a situation of
genocide. This means the state of
Israel in its entirety is culpable and
should be held accountable - not
just individuals or this government
or that person,” Michael Fakhri told
the Guardian.

Hunger is most acute in northern
Gaza.

Palestinian  health  officials
say famine in northern Gaza has
reached dangerous levels where
over two dozen people have died
from malnutrition, hunger and
dehydration.

Under domestic and international
pressure, the U.S. Britain, France
and Germany, which are Israel’s
main Western allies, have intensified
criticism of Israel for continuing
its brutal war on Gaza. However,
they have taken no action to force
the regime to stop its war or allow
humanitarian assistance into the
besieged Palestinian territory.

Biden under fire

Domestic backlash to Washing-
ton’s support for Israel came to light
in the southern state of Georgia at
the weekend.

A pro-Palestine activist interrupted
President Joe Biden's campaign
speech in Atlanta.

“Youre a dictator, Genocide Joe....
Tens of thousands of Palestinians

are dead. Children are dying,” the
activist shouted.

The term Genocide Joe is a refer-
ence to the Biden administration’s
complicity in Israel’s crimes in Gaza.

UK demo

Anger over the UK’s backing for
the Israeli regime was also in the
spotlight in London on Saturday.

Hundreds of thousands of people
attended their 10th national march
for Palestine in central London.

The demonstrators denounced
Britain's support for Israel. They
also condemned Israeli massacres
in Gaza and called for an immediate
ceasefire

Tel Aviv clashes

The Israeli capital was the scene
of clashes between police and
protesters on Saturday calling for an
end to the war on Gaza.

Police used water cannons to
disperse the demonstrators who
also demanded immediate elections
and the release of captives in Gaza.

“The only victory is to stop the war,
to save the lives of 20 or 30,000 more
innocent Gazans and more than 100
hostages,” one of the demonstrators
told Al Jazeera.

Another protester said: “I think
that our government has.. to
announce a one-sided ceasefire now
and stop the war, because | think it

Death toll from Israeli strikes, starvation in Gaza tops 31,000

is most important that the hostages
would be released.”

However, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has turned a blind eye to
calls to stop the Gaza war and allow
humanitarian aid into the territory.

Netanyahu seeks to prolong the
war to evade responsibility and
accountability for his regime’s failure
to prevent a military operation that
was carried out by Hamas in southern
Israel on October 7. More than 1,100
people were killed in Operation
Al-Agsa Flood and roughly 250
were taken captive. The resistance
movement released over 100 of them
in a prisoner swap deal with Israel in
November. Currently, 130 captives
remain in Gaza, including around 30
who are presumed dead. Some of the
captives have been killed in Israeli
attacks against the Gaza Strip.

The Hamas operation dealt a
crushing blow to the image of Israel’'s
intelligence invincibility.

As Israel continues its genocidal
war and prevents aid deliveries
through land corridors, the Biden
administration has drawn up
schemes to distract global attention
from the regime’s crimes.

The US. has airdropped food into
Gaza and recently announced a plan
to build a port in Gaza to deliver aid
by sea to the territory.

Through such diplomatic
maneuvers, the U.S. seeks to appease
growing domestic opposition to
its backing for Israel's war on Gaza
and cover up its complicity in the
regime’s atrocities

Aid groups have rejected such
U.S. plans as absurd, inefficient and
hypocritical. They say transporting
humanitarian assistance by sea and
airdrops is a poor substitute for
deliveries by land as Washington
remains unwilling to exert pressure
on Israel to allow aid trucks to enter
Gaza via border crossings.

What has been the big scheme of Israel and the Biden goons?

From page 1 » Something far more insidious
and evil could very well be behind the Biden ploy to
build a new port or pier allegedly for humanitarian
deliveries. And this port or pier building enterprise
will anyway take many months to accomplish
and be useless for a very long time to desperate,
starving Palestinians even if the aim is to deliver
aid like food or medical supplies or whatever
needed to Gaza’s 2.2 million citizens, over half of
whom are children. (Some two or possibly five
percent of all Gazans have already been murdered
by Israel dropping some 70,000 tons of American-
made bombs on the beleaguered inhabitants of
the Gaza Strip since last October 7.)

But what exactly may be the evil subterfuge
with Biden’s stating some new port or pier
construction is ahead? What may be afoot is that
the US. wants to help the Zionists and the U.S
itself, not Palestinians, with a new facility that
would open only after many tens of thousands of
more innocent Gazans, and maybe hundreds of
thousands, have been murdered by starvation and
yet more bombing by the Israelis.

Already more than 60 percent of the housing
in Gaza has been destroyed or ruined, and one
can easily assume the Israelis will go for the
complete destruction and turn the entire Strip
into absolutely nothing but uninhabitable rubble
unless Biden halts sending more war material
and aid to the Zionist Jewish extremists and also
demands a total and lasting ceasefire, which could
be almost immediately put in place with a phone
call or two from the White House to Netanyahu

and his beastly cronies.

The ultimate possible key to explain what's
behind Biden’s ploy with the new port concept
is to buy yet more time for the Gaza Strip to
be completely leveled by the Israelis, and for
many more Palestinians to die, but primarily for
facilitating access and exploitation of the alleged
$500 billion worth of Palestinian natural gas
resources under the sea near Gaza. These gas
resources have not yet been tapped to any degree
but they have been fully explored and mapped out.
Why are they important to the US. and Israel to
steal?

One must look back to what the US. has done
with regard to decades-long efforts to weaken
and possibly exploit Russian resources after
Russia has been reduced to impotence. The US.
thought the coup in Ukraine in 2014 was their
leverage to reduce Russia. The U.S. provoked the
war in Ukraine and has spent over $100 billion
handing the Zelensky regime armaments and
other support. This has been totally wasted,
because Russia has almost won the war, taken
back Crimea and annexed the four eastern Ukraine
oblasts so far.

But the US. and NATO provocations continue
and it appears that Russia may have to try to take
more territory, especially along the Black Sea. But
more importantly, the US. has turned most of
Europe into abject vassals forcing Europe to buy
expensive LNG gas from the U.S. The key to this
was the destruction of the Nord Stream pipelines
to Germany, which has resulted in the de-

industrialization of Germany and much of Europe.

In sum, no doubt, the U.S. wants to offer cheaper,
exploited Palestinian gas resources to its allies in
Europe and elsewhere once Gaza has been totally
taken over by the Israelis, not to mention boosting
Israel wildly with the theft of Palestinian natural
gas. In effect, Palestinian resources that could
be sold to rebuild Gaza for Palestinians would
be forever lost and sooner or later deployed as a
replacement for lost shipments of gas to Europe
given the absence of Russian gas via the now-
destroyed Nord Stream pipelines.

The Israeli theft of the gas offshore Gaza may
well be the reason for the genocide fully enabled
by the U.S. And one must not forget the plan for
the so-called, proposed “Ben Gurion” canal that
would connect the Mediterranean with the Red
Seaat Eilat, bypassing the Suez Canalrun by Egypt.

All this may mean, in effect, that the Israeli
genocide underway in Gaza is not nearly complete.
The nasty dream of Israel with U.S. support is to
take over Gaza totally, build new settlements and
resorts there for Jews along Gaza’s fine beach, and
more. Not just Israel but the U.S. benefits greatly
with the offshore gas sales and the canal scheme.
And guess what! After and if Gaza is cleared of
Palestinians either dead or forced to move to
Egypt or somewhere else, the Israelis will then
attempt to move forcefully to clear the West Bank
of Palestinians and fully annex the West Bank, too.
All this may well be the big plan in the minds not
only of Israelis but also Biden. It must be stopped
somehow.

Biden stands to lose election for backing Gaza genocide
U.S. president’s support for Tel Aviv backfires with his voters

From page 1» According to media reports,
since the report surfaced in 2022, even Begin was
surprised at Biden’s attempts to justify the killing
of women and children.

The revelation suggests that Biden would have
turned a blind eye to genocide back in 1982. Perhaps
using Canada was not the most suitable case
example, but the American president does have a
history of making gaffes in public, letalonein private.

His love for the Israeli occupation stretches
to this day as Tel Aviv wages another genocidal
campaign, this time in Gaza where a record
number of alarming statistics and war crimes
have been recorded in such a small period of time.

Unfortunately for the man sitting in the

Oval Office, today’s news is much more easily
accessible for the American public than in 1982, in
particular the footage emerging on TV from Gaza
where much of the encalve has been reduced to
rubble and most of the 2.3 million population have
been displaced, with the UN warning of disease
and starvation.

Fivemonthsintothelsraelimilitary’s unrelenting
air and ground assault, health authorities have
said more than 31,000 Palestinians have been
killed, nearly 73,000 others injured, and thousands
more trapped under the rubble.

Themajority of the victims have been Palestinian
women and children, while a rising number of
infants are dying from starvation.

Images of traumatized children are hitting a
record number of views on social media and being
broadcast like wildfire on national news channels
across the world.

As the lIsraeli occupation’s number one fan,
Biden has delivered more than 100 arms packages
to Tel Aviv and blocked ceasefire attempts, but
these moves will backfire on his presidential
campaign?

His overall popularity has plummeted to a record
low. Perhaps what will be of more concern for Biden
is that he is losing support from within his own
voter base, who doesn’t share his vision toward the
relentless Israeli air and ground assault on Gaza.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)
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Pro-Palestinians
rally in Amsterdam

activists

Pro-Palestine
demonstration outside the National Holocaust
Museum in Amsterdam on Sunday in protest
of Israeli President Isaac Herzog attending the
opening of the exhibit, Daily Mail reported.

staged a huge

The protesters waved Palestinian flags and
chanted against Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territoriesThey also demanded an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza.

Hezbollah targets
Israeli positions
with several
rockets, drones

The Hezbollah resistance movement launched
rocket and drone attacks on positionsin the
Israeli-occupied territories in retaliation for a
deadly attack by the regime’s military on southern
Lebanon early on Sunday.

In a statement released on Sunday, Hezbollah
said that its fighters had targeted the Meron
settlement in the occupied territories with
Katyusha rockets, according to Press TV.

The group said it also had launched a drone
attack on Israeli artillery launchers in the Arar
barracks and fired rockets at a gathering of the
regime’s soldiers east of the Birkat Risha outpost.

The operation came “in response to the enemy’s
attacks on the steadfast southern villages and
civilian homes, the most recent of which was the
attack on Khirbet Selmand the martyrdom” of
five people, it said.A family of four, including a
father, his pregnant wife and their two sons, and
another individual, were killed in the Israeli strike
on a house in the Khirbet Selm village in southern
Lebanon on Sunday, Lebanon’s official National
News Agency reported.

The air raid also wounded at least nine others
who lived nearby.

Israeli military:
249 soldiers killed
in Gaza ground
offensive

The Israeli military announced the death of a
soldier killed during fighting in the southern Gaza
Strip on Sunday, bringing the toll of slain troops
in the ground offensive against the besieged
Palestinian territory to 249.

The military identified him as Sgt. First Class
Michael Gal, 29, of the Bislamach Brigade’s 450th
Battalion, from Jerusalem.

Israel launched its ground military offensive in
Gaza in late October.

Gaza municipality:
Israel destroyed
Tmn square meters
of roads in Gaza

Asem al-Nabeh, a member of the Gaza
municipality’s emergency committee, said Israel
has destroyed one million square meters of roads
in Gaza City.

“Municipalities need  machinery, heavy
equipment and fuel,” he said in an interview with
Al Jazeera, adding that the city has accumulated
70,000 tons of waste.

Nabih also said that while food aid that has
arrived is important, it does not meet the needs of
citizens. Groundwater reserves in Gaza are also in
danger, he added.

“The per capita share of water in the Gaza
municipality is now two liters per day,” he said.

- WORLD HEADLINES -
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Israel deploys
additional forces
around Al-Agsa
Mosque

Israeli police deployed additional forces Sunday
around the flashpoint Al-Agsa Mosque complex
in occupied East Jerusalem, according to Turkey’s
Anadolu news agency.

The deployment comes as thousands of
Palestinians prepared to perform the Tarawih,
special night prayers during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan.

According to Israeli media, the police
deployment comes amid concerns of a security
flare-up in East Jerusalem and the occupied West
Bank during Ramadan.

Text messages were sent to the phones of
Jerusalem residents warning against involvement
in any unrest, the broadcaster said.

Leaflets were also distributed in the eastern
neighborhoods of East Jerusalem warning
residents against “riots” during Ramadan,
according to the channel.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa
is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980, a move never
recognized by the international community.

Palestine
condemns intl.
community’s
inability to protect
civilians

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry has described
the international failure to protect Palestinians
during Ramadan as “an assassination of
humanity”.

In a statement posted on X, it said more than
two million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip will
experience the Muslim holy month of Ramadan
with barely any food or access to clean water,
as well as the continuing escalation of Israel’s
aggression on the coastal enclave.

“The failure of the Security Council to implement
Resolution 2720 and its inability to guarantee
the entry of humanitarian and medical aid on a
constant basis to civilians in the Gaza Strip has no
justification,” the statement said.

Lufthansa cabin
crew call new
two-day strike in
Germany

Lufthansa’s cabin crew union has called for a
fresh two-day strike across two of Germany’s
busiest airports, Frankfurt and Munich.

Taking place on Tuesday and Wednesday, it
is the latest in a series of strikes to affect the
German airline, the BBC reported.

The union’s announcement comes days after
Lufthansa announced record profits for 2023.

Lufthansa said around 100,000 travelers are
likely to be affected.

The strike will cover all departures out of
Frankfurt airport on Tuesday and all flights out of
Munich on Wednesday, from 04:00 (03:00 GMT) to
23:00 (22:00 GMT) local time, the union said.

Pope Francis
criticized for ‘white
flag’ comment

Ukrainian and  allied officials  have

criticized Pope Francis for saying that Kyiv should
have the “courage” to negotiate an end to the war
with Russia, a statement many interpreted as a
call on Ukraine to surrender.

The foreign minister of Poland, a vocal ally of
Kyiv, and Ukraine’s ambassador to the Vatican
both used World War Il analogies to condemn the
pope’s remarks, AP reported.
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Agritourism in Mazandaran: fusing medicinal
plant production with sustainable income
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From Page 1 » By establishing reputable
processing and packaging companies in the
region, alongside integrating medicinal plants
into the tourism industry, a holistic economic
ecosystem can flourish, benefiting both farmers
and tourists alike.

Mazandaran's western side, in particular
Ramsar country, stands as a prime hotspot
for the growth of medicinal flora, garnering
international attention for its unique therapeutic
treasures.

From the iconic fields of Gol-e Gavzaban (the
borage plant) to the emerging saffron and rose
gardens, according to experts, Ramsar county
offers a myriad of opportunities for economic
growth and sustainable development.

Official sources report that the annual
financial turnover from the export of essential
oils and extracts of medicinal plants in the
country has reached a staggering eight million
dollars.

Through innovative farming practices,
fostering partnerships between farmers and

tourism stakeholders, and capitalizing on
the region’s natural splendor, Mazandaran
can emerge as a trailblazer in sustainable
agritourism.

As mentioned by The World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO), rural tourism is a type of
activity in which a visitor's experience is related
to a wide range of products generally linked
to nature-based activities, agriculture, rural
lifestyle, culture, angling, and sightseeing. Such
tourism also possesses characteristics such as
low population density, a landscape dominated
by agriculture and forestry, as well as traditional
social structure and lifestyle.

The UN body aims to turn the spotlight on the
“uniqueness” of each village to make tourism a
means for further development in rural areas.
“We want to recognize the uniqueness of each
village and showcase the best initiatives to make
tourism a means for a better future in rural
areas. As we restart tourism, we work to ensure
that we leave no one - and no village- behind,’
according to UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab
Pololikashvili.

Archaeologists just uncovered oldest
evidence of humans in Europe

Stone tools found buried deep in the sediment
of the Korolevo quarry in Ukraine are rewriting
the history of human migration.

The seemingly unassuming chunks of rock
are tools once used by Homo erectus, a direct
ancestor of ours, and new dating reveals they
represent the earliest evidence of hominid
habitation on the European continent.

“Previously it was thought that our earliest
ancestors could not survive in colder, more
northerly latitudes without the use of fire
or complex stone tool technology,” says
archaeologist Andy Herries of La Trobe University
in Australia.

“Yet here we have evidence of Homo erectus
living further north than ever previously
documented at this early time period.”

The history of humanity’s evolution and
dispersal throughout the world is a difficult
puzzle to piece together. However, in recent
years, evidence has started to emerge that it
wasn't a simple, linear narrative originating
in a single cradle in one part of the world. And
several recent lines of evidence suggest that
Homo sapiens may have been moving across
Europe much earlier than we had previously
thought.

Whichisallto say that human historyis looking
a lot more complicated than we had previously
credited, and our understanding thereof has
some serious holes.

Our models are largely based on stone tools,
since they - along with some scanty bone traces
and a few other robust artifacts - are among
the few traces capable of surviving through the
eons. Yet stone artifacts don’'t come stamped
with a production date, leaving researchers to
rely on surrounding clues to determine their age
and place in history.

The Korolevo archaeological site is a
spectacular one. It reaches a depth of 14 meters
(46 feet) of layers that have accumulated over
time, from which thousands of artifacts have
been excavated, dating back many millennia. The
site has known at least seven separate periods
of hominid occupation, across at least nine
Paleolithic cultures up until about 30,000 years
ago.

But there are no biological remains at the
site, only stone, which rules out the usual the
typical method of radiocarbon dating any nearby
organic materials. Over the decades since the
tools’ discovery, researchers could only guess at

their age.

Fortunately recent advances have finally
allowed for precision dating of buried rock, and
this is what a team led by archaeologist Roman
Garba of the Czech Academy of Sciences turned
to.

“To answer the questions posed by
archaeology and anthropology, we need to
utilize the methods of both nuclear physics and
geophysics,” Garba says.

The technique they used is called cosmogenic
nuclide burial dating, which makes use of
the fact material exposed on the surface is
bombarded with cosmic rays. By comparing the
decays of specific atomic nuclei, it's possible to
measure the amount of time that’s passed since
the object last saw the sky.

“At the Korolevo site, we specifically measured
the concentrations of cosmogenic nuclides
beryllium-10 and aluminum-26, which have
different half-lives,” Garba explains.

“These nuclides accumulate in the quartz
grains when the rock is at the surface due to
cosmogenic radiation from space, but they
begin to decay when they become buried in the
ground. The ratio of the two varies according
to how long the clasts were buried beneath the
ground surface. This allows us to calculate their
age since burial”

The team also used their own mathematical-
based modeling to determine the age of the
sediment layers, the first time this method
has been used for archaeological dating. The
earliest age they obtained using this method
was 1.42 million years, for the oldest tools in the
assemblage.

The dating of the artifacts has allowed the
researchers to fill in some of the gaps in the
history of human migration. Their research
shows that Homo erectus was in Europe by 1.4
million years ago, having migrated through Asia
1.8 million years ago. The oldest known Homo
erectus fossil dates to 2 million years ago,
found in fragments in a cave in South Africa and
painstakingly pieced together.

Obviously there are still a lot of things we don’t
know, but this is a step in the right direction, the
researchers say.

“It remains to be seen whether this was part
of a more extensive and as yet undiscovered
occupation of Europe at this time,” Herries says.

(Source: Science Alert)

A diamond in the rough: Iran’s
film

TEHRAN - If you could step into
the world of your favorite film or
television series, would you? Most
of us would jump at the chance, and
many do.

Film tourism as a lucrative niche
has been neglected in Iran despite
its attested role in prospering both
financial rewards and the number
of visitors in numerous popular
film projects all over the world to a
remarkable extent.

Film tourism, or film-induced
tourism, is a specialized form of
tourism where visitors explore
locations and destinations that
have become popular due to their
appearance in films and television
series. The term also encompasses
tours to production studios as well
as movies or television-related
parks.

Citing an example, standing
in first place as the most visited
film destination, Harry Potter’s
filming location is thought to have
generated around five billion dollars
for London’s economy, which serves
as a testament to possible filming
locations’ capacities.

A scene from Iranian director Majid Majidi’s “Muhammad: The
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Messenger of God” filmed at Noor Cinema Town itemizing Kaaba
likewise the real one.

When it comes to firm tourism
destinations near the Iranian
capital, it is impossible not to
mention Noor cinema town, which
is considered the greatest and
most expensive project in Iran’s
film production history, built as the
filming location for “Muhammad:
The Messenger of God”.

Moreover, the location is used
for filming some other historical
movies and series, including,
Salman Farsi and Namira, to name
a few.

The massive location, designed
and constructed in collaboration
with the Italian Cinecitta World
company, consists of numerous

s heed

itemized features, such as Kaaba in
the closest form to its real extent
some 1400 years ago.

Located a short distance from
the Tehran-Qom Road, Noor cinema
town has never opened its door to
possible enthusiasts.

Adjacent to the filming location
featuring Makkah and Madinah,
there are two salons designed to
exhibit pictures of the location’s
construction process from the
very first step, when the place was
nothing more than an empty desert.

“We've never considered opening
doors to visitors,” a related official
stated, “The cinema town has only
witnessed filming projects and
hosted a limited number of visitors”

As the location not only boasts
artistic aspects but also works as a
live show of an Islamic atmosphere
dating back more than a thousand
years, the significance of exploiting
its capacities comes into play.

Experts believe that film tourism,
asaneglected nichein Iran, requires
special attention to fully achieve its
potential.

CEO urges strategic partnership to
boost tourism on Kish Island

TEHRAN - On Sunday, the CEO of Kish Free
Zone Organization highlighted the crucial
role of the governmental and private sectors
collaboration with an eye toward boosting
tourism on the massive coral island, which is
situated in the Persian Gulf.

Speaking in a meeting with economic and
tourism stakeholders, Rahim Sarhangi stressed
that the private sector should adopt a long-term
perspective when it comes to attracting tourists,
avoiding short-term gains that might jeopardize
the tourism industry.

Addressing concerns about price disparities
across different areas of the island, Sarhangi
dismissed blaming the private sector entirely
and called for increased market supervision.

He also emphasized the organizationss
commitment to enhancing  constructive
interaction with the private sector.

Sarhangi announced plans to bring in
specialized consultants to devise strategies for
sustainable tourism development on the island,
warning against allowing the tourism industry
on Kish Island to succumb to stagnation.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the CEO outlined the
priority of safeguarding the rights of tourists.

Discussing government policies, Sarhangi
criticized the allocation of travel currency as a
hindrance to domestic tourism growth.

Mentioning the harm caused by managerial
instability within the Kish Free Zone Organization
in the past, Sarhangi assured stakeholders
that every effort would be made to elevate
Kish>s economic standing and contribute to the
country>s economic development.

Here is a selection attractions on the island:

Underground city

Not many people travel to Kish for its historical
attractions, so it surprises them to know that
Kish has one of the oldest underground cities

in Iran, Kariz Underground City. Kariz literally
means Qanat or aqueduct. Kariz was built some

2,500 years ago by the inhabitants of the Harireh
city in order to collect pure water.

Harireh

Located in the central, northern part of the
island, the 8th-century Harireh offers a glimpse
of ancient architecture, and though not much of
it remains intact today, the ruins suggest a once-
thriving region. Excavation of this site estimates
it having been established around 1000 and
abandoned 600 years later.

Greek Ship

Khoula F, known by the locals as the Greek
Ship, has been anchored on the southwest coast
of the island since 1966. The ship was built
in Britain and changed owners several times
before reaching the last owner, who was Greek.
The Greek Ship has become a major Kish tourist
attraction in recent years, where hundreds
of people gather on the beach to watch the
beautiful view of the sunset in the evening.

Coral beach

Located on the east side of the island, this
beach is named for the beautiful coral that
can be found there. The coast is lined with
pergolas, which, along with the palm trees and
landscaping, provide an especially panoramic
view. This beach is a particularly popular site to
watch an unforgettable sunrise. Many of the sea
sports clubs are also located here, making it easy
to make reservations for any of the activities.

Green tree complex

The north of the island, a particularly green
area known as the Portuguese Valley, is the
location of the Green Tree Complex, which was
built around one of the oldest lur (banyan) trees.
Said to be around 600 years old. Many believe
this tree is auspicious and come here to make
a wish and tie a thread around the thick twisted
branches to make it come true, a necessary
act for finding your soulmate! The rest of the
complex provides a wonderful green space in
which to relax with a glass of hot Persian tea or
perhaps a cold ice cream.

Dolphin park

TheKish Dolphin Parkisa100-hectare massive
entertainment park located in the southeastern
part of Kish Island. It hosts over 20 types of sea
mammals, including dolphins, sea lions, catfish,
walruses, and penguins. There are buses inside
the facility that you can take to visit the different
parts of the park, including the dolphinarium,
the bird park, and the different pools that host
different sea mammals.

Bird garden

The bird garden is situated inside the Dolphin
Park with more than 57 bird species, including
Pelicans, Ostriches, Blue & Yellow Macaw, and
different kinds of Storks, Toco Toucans, Turacos,
Swans, African Penguins, and rare species like
Marsh Crocodiles.

Theme park

The Ocean Water Parkis the first themed water
park in Iran that was opened in January 2017.
This outdoor park is themed around the story of
the Mystery of the Sun Castle, implemented by
the Disney legend and veteran architect Ahmad
Jafari.

The theme park employs over 400 staff and
contains 13 rides, four swimming pools, and one
spa, inaddition to two restaurants, four beverage
stops and coffee shops, and two shopping areas.
In the first six months after its opening, the
Ocean Water Park set new records in Kish Iran
tourism by attracting over 80 thousand tourists.

Recreational pier

Kish Grand Recreational Pier was built with
steel piling and wooden decks with four side-
deck spaces by Iranian experts. This pier is 437
meters long, 18 meters wide, and 10 thousand
square meters in area. Its construction did not
damage the marine habitat.

UNESCO-Llisted Burnt City getting
prepared for Nowruz visitors

TEHRAN - As the Iranian New
Year, Nowruz, approaches, the
UNESCO-designated Burnt City is
preparing to host enthusiasts of
history and art during the festive
season.

On Sunday, Zohreh Shirazi,
who presides over the World
Heritage site, expressed her
intention to utilize the knowledge
and enthusiasm of students,
graduates, and enthusiasts in the
fields of history and art in Sistan-
Baluchestan province during this
year’s Nowruz holidays.

“The UNESCO-registered Burnt
City aims to engage students,
graduates, and enthusiasts in the
fields of history and art to introduce
and guide tourists in Burnt City and
its surrounding areas,”

She further elaborated that the
site also plans to allocate some
booths for handicrafts and cultural
products.

Also known as Shahr-e Sukhteh,
or Shahr-i Sokhta, Burnt City is
associated with four rounds of
civilization, all burnt down by
catastrophic sets of fire. The site is
situated in the Sistan-Baluchestan
province, which was once a junction
of Bronze-Age trade routes
crossing the Iranian plateau.

According to the UN cultural
body, changes in water courses and
climate change led to the eventual
abandonment of the city in the early
second millennium. The structures,
burialgrounds,and manysignificant
artifacts unearthed there and their
well-preserved state due to the dry
desert climate make this site a rich
source of information regarding the
emergence of complex societies
and contacts between them in the
third millennium BC.

Burnt City, which was once
situated at the junction of Bronze
Age trade routes crossing the
[ranian plateau, was populated

during four main periods up to 1800
BC. Previous rounds of excavations
showed that its residents had great
skills in weaving, and creating fine
arts such as decorative objects,
stone carving, and pottery painting,

According to the UN cultural
body, changes in water courses and
climate change led to the eventual
abandonment of the city in the early
second millennium. The structures,
burialgrounds,and manysignificant
artifacts unearthed there and their
well-preserved state due to the dry
desert climate make this site a rich
source of information regarding the
emergence of complex societies
and contacts between them in the
third millennium BC.

Last November, [ranian
archaeologist ~ Seyyed-Mansour
Seyyed-Sajjadi  announced that
the earliest period of human
settlement in Burnt City might have
occurred in about 3500 BC, more
than 300 years before what was

E R
previously thought.

“In recent research and tests,
based on the evidence and findings,
we found out that the burnt city,
contrary to what we thought, does
not belong to 3200 BC, Seyyed-
Sajjadi said.

“The site is at least 300 years
older than what we thought, which
means that this city was founded at
least 3500 BC”

He made the remarks in a
meeting in which he unveiled some
prehistorical table games once
played in Burnt City millennia ago.



Over 1,000 schools constructed
in deprived areas
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TEHRAN - More than 1,000
schools have been constructed in
underprivileged areas in the east
and northeast of the country in the
current Iranian calendar year that
started in March 2023, an official
with the Headquarters for Executing
the Order of the Imam Khomeini has
said.

The organization has managed
to build 230 schools with 1,039
classrooms, and 17 health centers
in deprived areas in Khorasan
Razavi, North Khorasan, and South
Khorasan provinces, IRNA quoted
Abbas Noorizadeh as saying.

It has offered financial assistance
to help 1,600 individuals with cancer
and hard-to-treat diseases and
800 infertile couples, living in these
provinces, to pay for the treatment
expenses, he added.

Different rehabilitation
equipment, including wheelchairs,
walkers, wavy mattresses, mobility
canes, white canes, and mattresses
have been provided to 1,100 disabled
people living in these provinces.

Noorizadeh went on to say that
the organization has also supported
1145 deaf and hard-of-hearing
children with cochlear implantation
and post-implant rehabilitation
services, and 380 children with lazy
eyes were supported to purchase
glasses.

has funded the construction of
five dormitories for girls with the
capacity to house 1186 students
across the provinces, he noted.

Recent services provided in
deprived areas

In February, a total of 936
volunteer medical teams provided
free medical services and treatment
care in deprived areas in the first
ten months of the current Iranian
calendar year, an official with the
Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS)
said.

“During this period, 180,065
people received free medical
treatment and services. Also, 96,199
food packages were distributed
among needy families,” IRIB quoted
Vahid Salimi as saying.

Moreover, the IRCS provided
47732 stationary packages for
underprivileged students at the
beginning of the school year,
September 22, 2023, he added.

On February 19, Pedram Pak-Aein,

said that the vaccination program
to combat pneumococcal has been
added to the country’s immunization
program.

“It will be implemented in several
phases, with the priority given to
underdeveloped areas,” he added.

Some 3.5 million doses of
pneumococcal vaccine have been
imported. In the first phase, the
vaccines will be distributed in
deprived areas of the southern
provinces of the country, the official
explained.

In  September 2023, Barekat
Charity Foundation announced that
the construction of around 200 new
schools in underprivileged areas
would be completed by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2024).

The 2,000th school built by the
Foundation was inaugurated in the
previous year, IRIB reported.

Currently, more than 705 other
schools are being completed in

the cooperation of the Organization
for Development, Renovation, and
Equipment of Schools.

In November 2023, the Imam
Khomeini  Relief Foundation in
cooperation with knowledge-based
companies created some 500 job
opportunities in deprived areas.

Rural development

Villagers and nomads play a vital
role in the political, economic, and
social developments of Iran.

Despite their low population, they
have a great contribution to all-out
national development.

Although oil, industry, and service
sectors hold a significant share of
the national economy, the rural and
nomadic economy is considered an
inexhaustible source for the nation,
compared to exhaustible natural
resources.

Living far from pollution and
current problems of cities and being
less dependent on oil resources, they
play a critical role in sustainable
development.

Villagers and nomads take the
lead in providing food, food security,
and healthy food production.

They have a major role in the
tourism and handicraft industry and
they are sources of many cultures
and traditions in the country playing
an important role in ensuring the
country’s security, especially in

Moreover, the  organization

an official with the ministry of health,

different parts of the country with

borders and remote areas.

Iran to attend Commission on Status of Women

TEHRAN - A delegation headed by the vice
president for women and family affairs will
participate in the 68th Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) which will take place
in New York from March 11-22.

CSW 68 will take place this year under the
priority theme, “Accelerating the achieve-
ment of gender equality and the empower-
ment of all women and girls by addressing
poverty and strengthening institutions and
financing with a gender perspective”.

Ensieh Khazali along with Khadijeh Karimi,
the Vice Presidency’s director for interna-
tional affairs, will attend the event.

During the meeting, Khazali is scheduled to
hold talks with the president of the National
Commission for Lebanese Women, the minis-
ter of gender and children’s affairs of Sierra
Leone, the secretary general of the Family
Affairs Council of Saudi Arabia, the minister
of social security of Finland, the minister of
social development and family of Qatar, the
minister of family and social services of Tur-
key, and the minister of labor and social af-
fairs of Armenia.

She will also hold meetings with the speak-
er of the parliament of Uzbekistan, the coor-
dinator of women’s affairs, gender policy,
and women'’s empowerment, the minister for
social development and family of Singapore,
the head of the Women'’s Status Commission,
the ambassador of the Philippines, the minis-
ter of culture and equality of Norway, and the
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minister of women'’s affairs of Libya.

Moreover, Khazali will take part in a meet-
ing of Women’s Economic Empowerment
(WEE), family empowerment, and community
development.

She is going to deliver a speech on social
security systems access to public services
and sustainable infrastructure for gender
equality and women and family empower-
ment.

The Commission on the Status of Wom-
en (CSW)is a functional commission of

This year, CSW
focuses on
addressing poverty
and financing with a
gender perspective.

the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), one of the main UN or-
gans within the United Nations. CSW has
been described as the UN organ promoting
gender equality and the empowerment of
women.

CSw 68

The world is at a crucial crossroads for
gender equality. Globally 10.3 percent of

ENGLISH IN USE

women live in extreme poverty today, and
they are poorer than men. Progress towards
ending poverty needs to be 26 times faster to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
by 2030.

Accelerated progress requires investment.
Data from 48 developing economies shows
that an additional $360 billion is needed per
year to achieve gender equality and women’s
empowerment across key global goals, in-
cluding ending poverty and hunger.

Solutions to end women’s poverty are
widely recognized: investing in policies and
programs that address gender inequalities
and boosting women’s agency and leader-
ship.

Such investments yield enormous divi-
dends: Over 100 million women and girls
could be lifted out of poverty if governments
prioritized education and family planning,
fair and equal wages, and expanded social
benefits.

Almost 300 million jobs could be created
by 2035 through investments in care ser-
vices. Closing gender gaps in employment
could boost Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
per capita by 20 percent across all regions.

At CSW68, governments, civil society orga-
nizations, experts, and activists from across
the world will come together to agree on ac-
tions and investments that can end women’s
poverty and advance gender equality.

Precipitation to reach above
normal in next 3 months

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall over

the next three months (February 20-May 21), head of the cli-
matological research institute affiliated to Iran's Meteorological
Organization (IMO) has said.

The whole country will meet normal and above normal rain-
falls, the northern parts will receive above normal rainfall while
southern provinces will receive normal to lower-than-normal

292 rainfall, IRNA quoted Iman Babaeian as saying on Sunday.

This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive
rain above normal averages, while in the first month of spring

: precipitation will be at normal amounts across the country, he
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noted, adding, during the second month of spring rainfall will

reach its peak.
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Can technical solutions of Japan-funded
FAO project restore Lake Urmia?

By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), with the
support of the government of Japan, identified
technical agricultural solutions to increase water
efficiency in the agriculture sector at the Lake
Urmia basin, which may be efficient in saving the
internationally known biosphere reserves.

Since 1995, Lake Urmia has been shrinking due
to rapid upstream agricultural expansion and
climate change. These forces have pushed the
precious lake to the verge of depletion and have
put the region’s health, economy, environment,
industry, and agriculture at risk.

Despite the efforts of the Lake Urmia
Restoration Programme National Committee and
its focus on the Lake’s restoration since 2013, the
continuation of the critical situation demonstrates
that sustainability, macro and micro, management
solutions should be considered as the main
essence of action plans.

In a concerted effort to address the challenges
facing the Lake Urmia Basin in 2016, FAO launched
the “Integrated Programme for Sustainable Water
Resources Management in the Lake Urmia Basin,’
which was funded by the Government of Japan.

Key technical outcomes of this initiative included
the implementation of a water accounting
plus project in the Lake Urmia Basin and the
identification of water-consuming hotspots within
the basin. Notably, water accounting revealed the
significant contribution of irrigated and rainfed
agriculture to the Lake’s total evapotranspiration,
emphasizing the importance of water-saving
measures for the Lake’s restoration.

Another subsequent development was the
establishment of a drought monitoring system
by introducing and putting in place new indexes,
predicting an intensified water shortage as a
foreseeable future for Lake Urmia, exacerbated by
rising temperatures.

Acknowledging the challenge of reducing
evapotranspiration as the critical point of losing
water without compromising farmers' livelihoods,
the project’s third phase focused on socio-
economic and livelihood planning.

The fourth component of the project focused
on seeing the big picture and promoting basin
management and involved a comprehensive
study of a sub-basin as a model for other sub-
basins, resulting in the creation of a framework of
Integrated Watershed Management plans aimed
at reducing water consumption in the agriculture
sectorThe final phase centered on developing
capacity among stakeholders and partners,
ensuring the effective utilization of developed
tools such as water accounting plus, real water
savings monitoring, and drought monitoring tools.

Translating technical solutions into tangible
actions

FAO's commitment to translating studies
into tangible actions was evident in the positive
reception of the initial project. Responding to this
success, using the outcomes of the Lake Urmia
project funded by the government of Japan, FAO
initiated a new project in 2023 titled “Promote
Sustainable Water Management in Lake Urmia
Basin by Piloting the Climate-Resilient Action
Plan in Balanj Site.” This operational project seeks
to bridge the gap between research and action,
us focusing on reducing water consumption,

enhancing climate resilience, and improving
livelihoods in the agriculture sector of Lake Urmia.

The output of the project piloted in a 45-hectare
orchard has proven 41-65% water saving. The
project’s achievements also included running
training workshops and increasing the capacity
of the farmers, providing technical consultations
to farmers, conducting field measurements, and
introducing an irrigation scheduling program
towards further upscaling the methodology to a
larger scale.

GAIN: empowering rural economy

Applying a participatory approach, known as
GAIN (Governance, Autonomy, Integration, and
Needs-based), also empowered rural livelihood
by addressing challenges across various fields
simultaneously, including  Water,
organizational setting, education, health, and
agricultural production.

High agricultural water consumption is one of
the major contributors to Lake Urmia drying up
which, besides the environmental consequences,
has gradually endangered the livelihood and
health of indigenous people.

To encounter the problem FAQO took steps to
address problems identified by the community
within a variety of fields, it also involved the idea
of rural women in agricultural activities and its
alternative livelihoods.

market,

The most imperative outcome of GAIN was to
provide effective strategies and interventions
for participating in the restoration of Lake Urmia.
Furthermore, farmers, government, and non-
government sectors through the GAIN process
offered a few interventions towards gradual
economic empowerment, enhanced ability to
provide economic services for its members, and
play a more active role in the local rural economy.

Consequently, the GAIN workshop-derived
intervention plans help local authorities, experts,
and ministries in decision-making. Moreover,
using all these aspects and priorities, an action
plan can be developed and implemented for other
parts of the Lake.

Commitment to restoring internationally
important natural resource

Given the international and regional importance
of Lake Urmia, the Government of Iran has
invested a great deal of effort in restoring it as
well as establishing the Lake Urmia Restoration
Programme National Committee.

The Committee expressed concerns about
the extreme water depletion of the Lake and
requested international assistance in finding
possible solutions to the problem.

Japan’s substantial aid, channeled through FAOQ’s
advanced technical expertise from 2016-2022, has
not only resulted in long-lasting knowledge but
also showcased its commitment to restoring this
internationally important natural heritage.

Female Iranian scientist
grabs APS award 2024

TEHRAN - Azadeh Keivani has won the American
Physics Society’s (APS) award for the development
and application of artificial intelligence techniques
to problems ranging from education to clinical
studies in cancer and heart disease.

She has also earned the award for enthusiasm
in the translation of esoteric academic research
training into solutions for pressing real-world
problems, according to the APS website.

Each year, APS recognizes outstanding
achievements in research, education, and public
service.

This year's spring award recipients were
selected from hundreds of nominees from across
the physics community.

Keivani has received the FIAP Career Lectureship
Award which recognizes physicists in industrial
and other non-academic careers for their
significant contributions to the advancement of
physics of atechnical, industrial, or entrepreneurial
nature and for their demonstrated ability to give

interesting and engaging lectures to both experts
and non-experts.

She won the FIAP Career Lectureship Award in
2023, as well.

Establishing and managing an educational
institution that aims to empower deprived
students with digital and entrepreneurial skills
is part of her non-academic career, Mehr news
agency reported.

By developing statistical and machine learning
models, she tries to detect and predict cardiac
diseases and cancer.

Keivani holds a B. Sc. in physics from Sharif
University of Technology. She is now a senior data
scientist at New York-Presbyterian Hospital.

She co-founded Staryab, the first Farsi-
language professional astrophysical literature
website, winning the 2018 Cheragh prize for
scientific outreach to Farsi speakers, the website
added.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A king’s friend is like one riding a lion. The people envy him
and wish to be in his place, but he himself is well
aware of his dangerous position.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:14

Evening: 18:27 Dawn: 4:56 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:19 (tomorrow)

Treasured collection of TMoCA
on show for two months
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Frome Page 1 »The museum was designed
by Iranian architect Kamran Diba who
employed elements from traditional Persian
architecture. The building itself can be
regarded as an example of contemporary

art, in a style of an underground Guggenheim
Museum.

Most of the museum area is located
underground with a circular walkway that
spirals downwards with galleries branching
outwards. Western sculptures by artists such
as Ernst, Giacometti, Magritte and Moore can
be found in the museum’s gardens.

TMoCA website contains images and
information on a number of the artworks in
the museum’s collection, and is accessible for
public viewing.

Lasting for about two months, the ongoing
exhibition will run until May 5 at the museum,
located next to Laleh Park, North Kargar St.

Madrese International Short Film
Festival wraps up in Tehran

TEHRAN- The 9th edition of the Madrese
International Short Film Festival (MISFF)
concluded on Saturday with a ceremony at
Tehran’s Art Bureau, where the winners of the
different sections of the event were honored.

During his address, Amirhossein Akhavan,
the festival's secretary, revealed that in this
edition, 64 percent of the participants were
girls, while 36 percent were boys.

He highlighted the submissions from 39
countries worldwide and mentioned that the
winners hailed from 24 provinces, with a total
of 120 participants.

A total of 57 groups presented projects
centered around storytelling and heroes,
which were reviewed by the judges. As aresult,
18 selected projects were awarded prizes,
Akhavan mentioned.

Madrese (literally meaning school) festival
was established in 2013 by a group of teachers
who had concerns about teenagers’ education.

Atfirst,theytried to concentrateonanumber

of schools throughout the city of Tehran;
but step by step and with great effort, they
have expanded their work through the whole
country during the 5th festival; maintaining
themselves as the most important short film
festival for students under 19.

The festival has cooperated with the
Art Bureau since the third edition. This
collaboration continued in a more serious
form since last year, when the children and
teenagers’ section of Art Bureau was launched.

This section was the main organizer of the
9th edition of the film festival.

In this edition, 1294 works from all provinces
of Iran were sent to the festival’s secretariat.
The festival’s focus is on the works which have
been made by students under 19.

MISFF is trying to prepare an appropriate
environment for teenagers to grow by
discovering gifted ones and educating them
by great art teachers, and to introduce them to
the world of art and cinema.

Cartoon of Day

Ramadan in Gaza
Cartoonist: Emad Hajjaj from Jordan

Farsi Cinema Awards celebrate films,

focuses on language preservation

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The 5th edition of
Farsi Cinema Awards ceremony
took place at Tehran’s Art Bureau
on Saturday, honoring four
Iranian films without a winner.

During the ceremony, the films
“The Morning of The Execution,”
“Open Arms” “Parvin” and
“Parviz Khan” were recognized
for their efforts in preserving the
Farsi language and maintaining
correct language usage in their
productions.

Organized by the Office for
the Preservation of the Persian
Language of the Art Bureau,
the event was attended by
film directors, screenwriters,
linguists, and cultural officials.

Naser Feiz, the director of
the Office for the Preservation
of the Persian Language,
highlighted the long-standing
focus on preserving the Persian
language in the Art Bureau and
congratulated the bureau for
emphasizing the importance of
the language in various fields.

“Great poets have been active
in the field, and the art field,
with the allure it has created for
literature related to the Sacred
Defense, has turned literature
of the Sacred Defense into one
of the most popular areas of
literature and created brilliant
works in this field,” he noted.

Feiz highlighted, “The Office for
the Preservation of the Persian
Language was established with
the aim of more interaction with
the actors in the field of the
Persian language. Our goal with
this ceremony is to establish the
first serious connection with
the people of film and cinema
who have paid attention to the
Persian language. | congratulate
the Art Bureau for taking the step
to focus on the Persian language
in various fields”

For his part, Mehdi Salehi,
the secretary of the 5th Farsi
Cinema  Awards  explained
that the award considers how
much attention films pay to the

Farsi language, dialect, correct
pronunciation, subtitles, and
correct Persian spelling, as well
as the compatibility of different
elements in terms of dialogue
and other aspects.

He hopes the award will
evolve into the Secretariat of
Language and Cinema, fostering
generations  well-versed in
cinema and leading to more
powerful films in terms of
language.

Starring Arastou Khoshrazm
and Masoud Sharif, “The Morning
of The Execution” delves into
the final moments of Tayyeb
Haj Rezai and Esmaeil Rezai,
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sentenced to death after the June
15,1963 uprising.

“Open Arms” features three
stories of couples navigating
emotional relationships  and
seeking a new definition of love.

“Parvin” is about the life story
of Parvin Etesami (1907-1940),
one of the most prominent
Persian poets of the 20th century.

“Parviz Khan” is a biographical
film centered on the late Iranian
football player and coach Parviz
Dehdari (1935-1992), who served
as the head coach of Persepolis
F.C., Homa FC, and the national
football team during his coaching
career.

Last week of year with Alireza Qorbani’s concerts in Tehran

TEHRAN-The Iranian traditional vocalist
Alireza Qorbani will hold his last concerts
in the current Iranian year from March 13 to
March 19 in Tehran.

He will perform live every night during the
last week of the outgoing year at the Espinas
Palace Hotel, IRNA reported.

Recognized as one of the most active
traditional contemporary singers of Iran,

Qorbani started his vocal lessons at the age of
12 and became a solo vocalist of the National
Orchestra of Iran at 27.

Three years later, he became a foreground
singer of Persian song, having mastered
the numerous scales of Middle Eastern
music. Flawlessly controlling the rarest
vocal techniques in singing, his very
ramified repertory constitutes the radif
(non- rhythmic) and the tasnif (rhythmic)
techniques.

An artist of great calibre, Qorbani is deeply
rooted in the tradition with an insatiable
curiosityand open-mindedness towards other
cultures. He has laid claims to being a worthy
successor of Mohammed Reza Shajarian, the
man regarded as the undisputed master of
Persian classical song.

He is attributed with dozens of musical

albums, numerous live performances
and concerts, and scores of international
multicultural projects and festivals in many
countries around the world.

The versatility and creativity of his work is
illustrated by his many collaborations with
artists of various backgrounds, such as Alim
Qasimov (Azerbaijan), Jobran Trio (France),
Dorsaf Hamdani (Tunisia), Bombay Jayashri
(India), Celia Woodsmith to name a few.

Qorbani is also the founder of the Voices
and Bridges project, which brings together
composers and musicians from diverse world
music styles. Songs on the project feature
lyrics by well-known poets such as Youshij,
Rumi and Pablo Neruda.

He also has a great deal of experience with
cinema and television and has sung some of
the famous pieces in many popular TV series.

“Devil in a Blue Dress’” comes to bookstores

TEHRAN-The Persian
translation of the 1990

series. Set in the late 1940s, in
the African-American community

own.

often comes along with it his

also featuring Jennifer Beals, Tom
Sizemore, Maury Chaykin, as well

hardboiled mystery novel “Devilin
a Blue Dress” written by American
author Walter Mosley has been
released in the bookstores across
Iran.

Translated by Roxana
Sanamyar, the book has been
published by Elmi Farhangi
Publications, IRNA reported.

The first published book by
Mosley, the text centers on the
main character, Ezekiel “Easy”
Rawlins, and his transformation
fromaday laborerintoadetective.

It is a defining novel in Mosley’s
bestselling Easy Rawlins mystery

of Watts, Los Angeles, it follows
Easy Rawlins, a black war veteran
just fired from his job at a defense
plant. One day, while wondering
how he'll meet his mortgage, a
white man offers him good money
if he simply locates Miss Daphne
Monet, a blonde beauty known to
frequent black jazz clubs.

The novel is an important
contribution to African-
American and ethnic detective
fiction in that it focuses on a
black protagonist who falls into
the role of detective, but by the
series’ end, has made both the
profession and the identity that

Particularly noteworthy are
Easy’s use of African-American
English and the emergence of “the
Voice” (an inner voice that advises
Easy during particularly stressful
or dangerous situations). Literary
scholars of ethnic detective
fiction have explored these
qualities by means of genre study
and gender identity approaches.

First published in 1990, “Devil
in a Blue Dress” won the 1991
Shamus Award in the category
of Best First P. I. Novel. The novel
was adapted into a 1995 film of
the same name, starring Denzel
Washington as Easy Rawlins, and

as Don Cheadle.

Walter Mosley, 72, is the author
of numerous works, from literary
fiction and science fiction to a
young adult novel and political
monographs.

His shortfiction has beenwidely
published, and his nonfiction has
appeared in the New York Times
Magazine and the Nation, among
other publications. Mosley is the
winner of numerous awards,
including an 0. Henry Award,
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award,
a Grammy, and PEN America’s
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Adaptation of Philippe Claudel’s “Compromise”
to go on stage in Tehran

TEHRAN-an adaptation of French writer
Phillip Claudel’s play “Compromise” will go on
stage at Tehran’s Malek Theater Hall on April 4.

Translated by Shahla Haeri,
Soleimani is the director of the play.

Soleimani along with Behnam Tashakor and
Ramin Naser-Nasir are the main members
of the cast for the play, which will remain on
stage until May 11.

Kourosh

“Compromise” follows the story of two
30-year-old friends who gather in an empty
apartment. One is a struggling actor, while
the other is a failed playwright. The actor
plans to sell the apartment and has asked
the playwright to accompany him during the
contract signing to reassure the buyer with his
comforting presence. Despite the playwright’s
lackluster plays, he possesses a reassuring

demeanor. As they wait for the buyer, their
interactions range from flattery and affection
to teasing and mockery.

The dynamics between the friends evolve
as they delve into a mix of emotions. When
the buyer finally arrives, he becomes a
witness to a comedic yet ruthless exchange
of grievances between the friends. The buyer
must decide whether to remain a bystander,
act as a mediator, or potentially become
the unintended target of their unresolved
conflicts.

Phillip Claudel is a highly acclaimed French
author, playwright, and filmmaker known for
his poignant storytelling and deep exploration
of human emotions. He was born on January
2, 1962, in Dombasle-sur-Meurthe, France.
Claudel's work often delves into dark and
complex themes such as grief, loss, identity,

and the human condition. His writing is
characterized by its lyrical prose, emotional
depth, and thought-provoking narratives that
resonate with readers on a profound level.

Claudel’s literary career took off with
the publication of his debut novel, “Meuse
Uoubli” (Grey Souls), in 2003, which won the
prestigious Prix Renaudot literary award. He
has since penned numerous novels, plays,
and screenplays that have garnered critical
acclaim and cemented his reputation as a
masterful storyteller. Claudel's works have
been translated into several languages and
adapted into successful films, showcasing his
versatility and skill across different mediums.
He continues to captivate audiences with his
evocative writing style and exploration of
the complexities of human relationships and
emotions.



	Page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

