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Commander highlights
heightened fear among Zionists

over West Bank operations

TEHRAN - The head of the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) emphasized that
the longstanding apprehension of the Zionist regime
towards anti-Israeli activities in the West Bank during
Ramadan has escalated to its peak this year.

Brigadier General Esmaeil Qaani remarked on
Tuesday that while the Zionist regime has historically
feared the engagements carried out by Palestinian
youth in the West Bank during Ramadan, their anxiety
has now reached unprecedented heights.

Commending the robust morale of Palestinian
forces, the commander highlighted how these fighters
have effectively communicated to Hamas the need for
resolute negotiations on the part of the resistance
organization while they themselves engage in
steadfast resistance.

Noting the significant enhancement of capabilities
among Palestinian combatants and their adept
management of the battlefield, General Qaani
underlined the distinctive attributes that define their
conduct.

“Shocking” Israeli violence in
occupied West Bank

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- Alongside settler attacks, the Israeli
military has unleashed a brutal wave of violence in
the occupied West Bank over the past five months,
detaining thousands of Palestinians, killing hundreds
more and expanding illegal settlements.

As media focus on the genocidal Israeli war on
Gaza intensifies, with the latest disturbing reports
saying the regime’s army has tortured 27 Palestinian
detainees to death inside military detention camps,
news of deadly Israeli violence in the West Bank has
been largely overshadowed.

According to the Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs
Commission and the Palestinian Prisoners’ Society,
Israeli forces have gone on a mass detention campaign
in the West Bank, violently rounding up at least 7,530
Palestinians since October 7, 2023.

A joint report by the two organizations says the
number of Palestinian women who have been detained
has reached 240, while 500 Palestinian children have
also been arrested by the occupation forces. » Page 5

Palestinian resistance will
send Netanyahu to the
dustbin of history

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Since Israel launched brutal onslaught
on the Gaza Strip in early October, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly vowed to continue
the war until “total victory” over Hamas.

But the Israeli premier’s goal has so far remained
elusive amid growing support for resistance not only in
the Palestinian territories, but also across the globe.

The Israeli army has also suffered heavy casualties
since it launched a ground offensive in Gaza late
October. Nearly 250 Israeli troops have been killed in
the ground battles with resistance groups since then.

On Monday, the U.S. intelligence community dropped
a bombshell admitting that Israel will fail to achieve its
purported aim of destroying Hamas.

“Israel probably will face lingering armed resistance
from Hamas for years to come, and the military
will struggle to neutralize Hamas's underground
infrastructure,” » Page 5

Raisi calls for
widespread support
for Palestine in

Ramadan message

TEHRAN- As the holy month of Ramadan
began, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has
praised Muslim countries and expressed op-
timism that the solid ties between Islamic
nations will enable Palestine to effectively
fight the Zionist regime.

Raisi congratulated the rulers and citizens
of Islamic nations on the start of the holy
month of Ramadan in a message on Monday
night.

He also said that it is the responsibility
of the Islamic nations to foster and support
Muslim unity and peace, as well as to in-
crease the spiritual distance and cohesion
among the Ummah.

“This dear month is a great opportuni-
ty for all Muslims to unite their souls with
spirituality by appealing to and clinging to
divine teachings, especially the Holy Quran,
and through sincere prayers, and provide the
means for their own and the Islamic society’s
advancement,” the president stated, his offi-
cial website reported.

By God’s grace, he expressed confidence
that the Palestinian people’s unwavering
fight and the Islamic world’s persistent and
serious support will enable Palestine to re-
join the Islamic community. » Page 2

‘Stand tall against
brutal debarment of
innocent women and
children in Gaza’

TEHRAN - Ensieh Khazali, the vice-presi-
dent for women and family affairs, has urged
nations to set out for the immediate delivery
of food to the hunger-stricken, oppressed
population in Palestine and to stand tall
against this brutal debarment of innocent
women and children by the Israeli regime.

“Providing relief aid to the hungry and the
wounded is nothing more than the bare min-
imum. Still, the truth of the matter is that the
true face and nature of the illegal colonial-
ism-born occupation has now been exposed
to millions of people the world over and they
know for a fact that the Zionist terrorists,
backed by certain veto holders, are carrying
out an excruciating genocide, namely the
Gaza Holocaust,” Khazali said in her address
to the United Nations Commission on the
Status of Women in New York on Monday.

She urged the revocation of the member-
ship of the terrorist Israeli regime to this
Commission.

Elsewhere in her remarks, Khazali said that
the Zionist terrorists, backed by certain veto
holders, are carrying out an excruciating
genocide, namely the Gaza Holocaust. “This
will have ramifications for the United Na-
tions which is expected to serve as an anchor
point and haven for nations.” » Page 7

Quranic comics:
illustrated tales of faith

By Ali Hamedin

TEHRAN- The combination of word
balloons and illustrations depicting various
landscapes and characters has created
a type of entertaining book known as
comic books. While many associate comic
books with superheroes, these captivating
narratives have held a cherished place in
children’s libraries for generations. It's not

just children who are captivated by the

allure of comic books; teenagers and adults
alike find solace and enjoyment in these
graphic tales. With their vast appeal across
age groups, comic books have emerged

as invaluable tools for conveying religious
themes and concepts, resonating with a
broad readership.

Mahdi Tabatabai Yazdi is an Iranian comic
artist who has created comics based on the
stories of the Quran. » Page 8
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are intact’

‘%90 of our capabilities

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei says
the resistance of the Palestinians in Gaza
will bring Israel to its knees.

In a meeting with Quran reciters on
the first day of the fasting month of
.4 Ramadan on Tuesday, the Leader also
¥ said the Quran has shown the “pinnacle
of resistance” in Gaza to the world.

Ayatollah Khamenei also said

>\ resistance fighters in Gaza have sent a
message saying that “90 percent of our
capabilities are intact”.

The Office of the Director of National
Intelligence (ODNI) in the U.S. revealed
| on Monday that “Israel probably will face
lingering armed resistance from Hamas
for years to come”

Iran to launch new
refinery with fully
home-grown control

system

TEHRAN - The head of Iranian Gas
Engineering and Development Company
(IGEDC) has said the country’s first gas
refinery with a fully Iranian-made control
system is going to go operational early next
year (starts in late March), IRNA reported.

Referring to the latest developments of
the country’s gas industry in manufacturing
high-tech equipment, Reza Noshadi said:
“The first refinery equipped with an all-
Iranian control system will be launched in
the spring of 1403’

According to the official, the sanctions and
the USS. pressures have not been able to stop
Iranian experts from achieving great success
in the oil and gas industry and the country is
excelling in many areas. » Page 4
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Significant advantages of relations
between Tehran and Riyadh

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In an article, Kayhan discussed the benefits
of normalizing relations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia and quoted the Chinese news
agency Xinhua as saying: Tehran-Riyadh
relations have overcome regional turmoil
in the past year and have had significant
benefits for the people of both countries
and the region. The historic reconciliation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia is not only
a manifestation of China’s commitment to
regional peace but also creates a new model
for resolving conflicts through dialogue and
negotiation. Facilitating the reconciliation of
Iran and Saudi Arabia with the help of China has
acted as a catalyst for the emergence of a new
path of de-escalation among the countries of
the Middle East, because shortly after, a series
of positive developments in the Middle East
peace process were achieved: Syria after a 12-
year break returned to the Arab League, Qatar
and Bahrain decided to restore diplomatic
relations, relations between Iran, Turkey, and
Egypt also improved and tensions in Yemen
subsided. With their growing relations, the
two countries are sending a clear message to
the outside world that “lasting peace can only
be achieved through reconciliation based on
sincere dialogue.”

Siasat-e-Rooz: The repeated story of a lie

Siasat-e-Rooz  devoted its editorial
to accusations against Iran leveled by
the Western media. It wrote: The main
issue of today’s world and public opinion
demands that human rights institutions and
international courts deal with the issue of
Palestine and the catastrophic genocide that
the Zionist regime and its supporters have
launched in Gaza. The silence of the Human
Rights Council, and the failure to form a fact-
finding committee regarding these crimes,
has made the absurdity and politicization of
the work of these institutions more obvious.
This topic clearly shows the nature and origin
of the biased report of the alleged committee
against Iran, which is the same as supporting
the Zionist regime and diverting public opinion
to the margins instead of the Palestinian
issue.

Today, the Zionist regime, the murderer
of 9,000 Palestinian women, is a member of
the Women’s Committee of the Human Rights
Council, which reveals a bitter joke of the
insolence and emptiness of these institutions.

Itis proof of the politicization and falsity of the
claims and cases against Iran with the goal of
promoting Iranophobia and fragmenting the
unity of Iranians.

Javan: The Zionists could not prevent Iran
from sending aid to the people of Gaza

In @ commentary about Iran’s humanitarian
aid to Gaza, Javan wrote: Iran has always sent
humanitarian aid to Gaza since the beginning
of the Zionist regime’s invasion of the Gaza
Strip, despiteall the problems and obstacles of
the Tel Aviv regime. According to Kanaani, the
spokesperson for Iran’s diplomatic apparatus,
due to the Israeli regime’s blockade, it is not
possible to send aid directly to the Palestinian
territories. Unfortunately, Iran in numerous
consultations with the Egyptian authorities,
repeatedly heard from them that the Zionist
regime does not allow the sending of this aid.
But these issues did not stop Iran’s efforts,
and it has sent aid through Egypt, whenever
it is possible to send aid, Iran will not hesitate
to send aid. On the other hand, the United
States has prevented the immediate stop of
war in this region by vetoing the resolutions of
the UN Security Council. In order to justify its
belligerent policy, America is trying to correct
its belligerent image with some ridiculous
and showy actions by throwing aid from the
sky for the people of Gaza, but fortunately,
the world’s opinion is aware of these showy
actions.

Arman-e-Melli: Selling oil in the form of
barter

In an analysis, Arman-e-Melli discussed
the benefits of selling oil in the form of barter
under sanctions. The paper said: Sanctions
against Iran have caused Iran to turn to barter
trade not only in the field of oil and energy but
also in many other fields in order to be able to
manage and fulfill what it needs in different
fields.

In fact, this approach is a process that some
countries have invoked in the way of economic
relations, and the main reason for this is
the global movement in the direction of de-
dollarization. Of course, due to the pressure
of sanctions and the existing obstacles in the
way of selling oil and gas, Iran has turned to
barter trade. Some other countries supply
their needs in this way. Iran has found its
customers in this way and has been able to
increase its supply to some extent.

Raisi calls for widespread support for
Palestine in Ramadan message

TEHRAN- As the holy month of Ramadan
began, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has
praised Muslim countries and expressed
optimism that the solid ties between Islamic
nations will enable Palestine to effectively
fight the Zionist regime.

Raisi congratulated the rulers and citizens
of Islamic nations on the start of the holy
month of Ramadan in a message on Monday
night.

He also said that it is the responsibility of
the Islamic nations to foster and support
Muslim unity and peace, as well as to increase
the spiritual distance and cohesion among the
Ummah.

“This dear month is a great opportunity
for all Muslims to unite their souls with
spirituality by appealing to and clinging to
divine teachings, especially the Holy Quran,
and through sincere prayers, and provide the
means for their own and the Islamic society’s
advancement,” the president stated, his
official website reported.

By God’s grace, he expressed confidence
that the Palestinian people’s unwavering fight
and the Islamic world’s persistent and serious
support will enable Palestine to rejoin the
Islamic community.

Additionally, the Iranian president expressed
hope that, with Ramadan’s blessing, “we will be
able to witness the honor and pride of Muslims,
especially the oppressed nation of Palestine, in
all fields, and take effective steps to fight the
oppression and exploitation of the hegemons,

especially the usurping Zionist regime.”

Muslims worldwide fast during the daytime
hours of Ramadan, which falls during the
ninth month of the Islamic calendar.

This month marks the first revelation of
the Quran, the sacred book of Muslims, to the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

“Ramadan provides good opportunities
for Muslim unity against Israeli regime”

In a post on X on Monday night, Iran’s foreign
minister said that the holy month of Ramadan
has presented an ideal chance for Islamic
solidarity and unity to put an end to the Zionist
regime’s crimes of genocide in Gaza.

“l sincerely congratulate the honorable
nation of Iran, all the Muslims of the world,
and my counterparts in Muslim countries on
the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan,’
Amir Abdollahian added.

Iran’s top diplomat continued by saying,
“The developments in Gaza showed that the
issue of Palestine is the common cause of
Muslims and is at the top of the priorities of
the Muslim world”

“The holy month of Ramadan can provide
an excellent opportunity for Islamic countries
to retake the initiative effectively to stop the
genocide and war crimes of the apartheid
Zionist regime in Gaza in the light of their
full unity and convergence,” Amir Abdollahian
noted, the Foreign Ministry’s website reported.
“The resistance and the Palestinian people are
the main winners,” he stated.

Iran,

China, Russia begin naval drill

in northern Indian Ocean

TEHRAN - The navies of Iran,
China, and Russia have initiated
joint drills in the northern tip of the
Indian Ocean, marking their fifth
collaborative military exercise in
recent years.

Simultaneously, Chinese and
Russian naval forces have entered
[ranian  territorial  waters  to

participate in the primary stage of
the naval war game, named Maritime
Security Belt 2024, near the Gulf of
Oman. This international exercise,
involving Iran, China, and Russia,
underscores a commitment to peace
and security in the region.

During a joint press conference
with  Russian  and  Chinese
commanders, Second Flotilla Admiral
Mustafa Taj al-Dini emphasized the
strategic significance of this being
the fifth joint exercise among the
involved countries. He highlighted
the objectives of this joint naval
drill, including “bolstering maritime
trade security,” “combating piracy
and terrorism” and ‘“fostering
cooperation among the participating
nations.

According to Taj al-Dini, this
security-focused exercise, covering
an expansive area of 17,000 square
kilometers, aims to address
multifaceted challenges. Despite
the approaching festivities for the
Persian New Year, the spokesperson
underscored that security efforts
remain steadfast. Notably, naval
units from Iran, China, and Russia,

comprising destroyers and missile
cruisers, actively contribute to this
collaborative initiative.

Naval delegations from Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Oman, Pakistan, and
South Africa are present as the
observers of the exercises.

Iranian  naval forces, along
with their Chinese and Russian
counterparts, have  conducted
several military drills in recent years
to enhance the security and stability
of international maritime trade. They
have also collaborated in countering
piracy and maritime terrorism,
exchanging information in naval
rescue and relief operations, as well
as sharing operational and tactical
experiences.

Russia’s defense ministry stated
that the exercises, running through
Friday and involving warships
and aviation, would focus on the
protection of “maritime economic

activity”  The

Russian  defence
ministry said its Pacific fleet, led by
the Varyag guided missile cruiserand
the Marshal Shaposhnikov frigate,
had arrived at Iran’s Chabahar port
on Monday to take part in the joint
drill

China’s defense ministry
mentioned that the drills aimed
at ‘“jointly maintaining regional
maritime security” China sent its
45th escort task force, consisting
of the guided-missile destroyer
Urumgi, guided-missile frigate Linyi,
and the comprehensive supply ship
Dongpinghu, to the exercise.

Last month, Rear Admiral
Shahram Irani, commander of the
Iranian Navy, announced Tehran’s
plan to hold joint drills with Beijing
and Moscow before the end of March,
aimed at ensuring regional security.

Providing insights into the
strategic maritime efforts, the rear

admiral revealed that the mission
to safeguard Iran’s shipping lines in
international waters commenced in
2009 under the direct command of
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

Emphasizing the unwavering
commitment of the Army’s strategic
naval force, he highlighted their
continuous role in ensuring the
security of the nation’s economic
hub in both the Gulf of Aden and the
northern Indian Ocean.

The admiral further highlighted
the expansion of the security mission
beyond securing shipping lines
in the Red Sea over the past four
years. Currently, the comprehensive
management of protection for Iran’s
shipping lines extends from the Gulf
of Aden to the Suez Canal.

The Iranian Navy conducts routine
exercises throughout the vyear
In recent years, Iranian military
experts and technicians have made
significant progress in developing
and manufacturing a diverse range
of military equipment, achieving
self-sufficiency for the armed forces
in the military industry.

In March 2023, Iranian, Chinese, and
Russian naval forces staged the 2023
Marine Security Belt war game in the
northern parts of the Indian Ocean,
marking the fourth joint exercise in
recent years. Alongside Chinese and
Russian fleets, more than 10 Iranian
Navy vessels and three helicopters
reportedly took part.

Iran's nuclear
programme

Diplomats fear growing power of Iranian
factions that want nuclear weapons
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By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- The Guardian appears to have
embarked upon a strategic narrative endeavor:
injecting an aura of urgency into Iran’s nuclear
program.

However, this endeavor appears not merely as
an exercise in journalistic analysis, but rather as a
concerted effort to frame Iran’s nuclear ambitions
as an imminent threat to global stability,
thus diverting attention away from the grave
humanitarian crisis unfolding in Gaza under the
guise of Israeli military operations.

Published on March 10, the Guardian’s report
meticulously amplifies the specter of Iran’s nuclear
pursuits, positioning them as a looming peril that
demands immediate international attention.

Asserting that “growing fears among diplomats
in the US. and Europe” are fueled by Iran’s
ostensibly unchecked nuclear program and the
turbulence stemming from the Gaza conflict, the
article insinuates a nexus between these disparate
issues. Such insinuations effectively serve to
fortify the narrative that Iran’s nuclear aspirations
pose an existential danger to the international
community, conveniently overshadowing the
reprehensible atrocities perpetrated by the Israeli
military in Gaza.

Curiously, one might ponder the timing of The
Guardian’s editorial emphasis on Iran’s nuclear
program. Against the backdrop of the glaringly
conspicuous Gaza crisis, replete with reports of
egregious human rights violations and mounting
civilian casualties at the hands of Israeli forces,
as well as the ongoing geopolitical tensions
surrounding the Russia-Ukraine conflict, the

Masking injustice

fixation on Iran’s nuclear activities appears
incongruous at best.

Indeed, the exigencies of the moment dictate
a more discerning allocation of journalistic
resources. With the world’s attentionriveted on the
harrowing plight of Gazan civilians, the imperative
to hold the Israeli government accountable for its
flagrant disregard of international law and human
rights norms assumes paramount importance.
Similarly, the escalating tensions between Russia
and Ukraine underscore the pressing need for
a concerted diplomatic effort to de-escalate
hostilities and avert a full-blown humanitarian
catastrophe in Eastern Europe.

By conspicuously spotlighting Iran’s nuclear
program amidst these pressing global crises,
The Guardian risks inadvertently perpetuating
a narrative that conveniently aligns with the
geopolitical interests of certain actors. Rather
than succumb to the allure of sensationalism,
responsible journalism demands a sober appraisal
of the multifaceted challenges confronting the
international community. In doing so, media
outlets can fulfill their mandate as watchdogs
of democracy, holding power to account and
fostering a more informed public discourse on
matters of global significance.

Exploring The Guardian’s editorial agenda

The British newspaper, in what appears to be
a multifaceted maneuver, has orchestrated a
narrative aimed at several objectives: painting
Iran’s nuclear program as a global menace,
obscuring the atrocities of the Israeli military
campaign in Gaza, diverting attention from the
West’s apparent reluctance to salvage the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and subtly
casting doubt on Iran’s recent electoral process.

At the forefront of this editorial strategy
lies a concerted effort to portray Iran’s nuclear
endeavors as a looming threat to international
security. However, recent statements from
Iran’s envoy to the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Mohsen Naziri Asal, shed light on
a different perspective. His remarks on March 8
underscored the pivotal role of specific actions
by the United States and the European Troika in

reviving the JCPOA. He elucidated on the Vienna
negotiations, highlighting Iran’s constructive
engagement following the US!s expressed
willingness to rejoin the nuclear accord and lift
sanctions. Despite these overtures, the protracted
nature of the negotiations is largely attributed to
the United States’ lack of political resolve.

The Guardian’s narrative, amplifying Iran’s
nuclear activities as a global menace, serves to
sway public opinion against Tehran, subtly framing
its peaceful nuclear pursuits as inherently perilous.
Concurrently, the mnewspaper’s conspicuous
silence on the Israeli military’s brutal campaign in
Gaza raises questions about its editorial priorities.

The wanton destruction and loss of innocent
lives in Gaza, reminiscent of some of history’s
darkest chapters, seem to be eclipsed by the
Guardian’s focus on Iran’s nuclear program.

This selective editorial stance raises ethical
concerns, particularly given the magnitude
of suffering endured by Gazans under Israeli
occupation.

Moreover, The Guardian’s scrutiny of Iran’s
recent parliamentary elections, characterized
by a purportedly low turnout and allegations of
manipulation, appears to be a thinly veiled attempt
to impugn Iran’s electoral integrity. By juxtaposing
these domestic political dynamics with Iran’s
nuclear activities, the newspaper subtly advances
a narrative that aligns with Western media
propaganda. However, such editorial maneuvers
risk oversimplifying complex geopolitical realities
and neglecting the broader context within which
Iran’s political landscape operates.

In conclusion, The Guardian's editorial choices
underscore the intricate interplay between
media narratives, geopolitical interests, and
ethical considerations. By prioritizing certain
narratives over others, the newspaper wades into
contentious terrain, shaping public perceptions
and influencing global discourse. However, in
doing so, it must navigate the fine line between
journalistic integrity and ideological bias, ensuring
a nuanced and balanced portrayal of complex
geopolitical issues.

Iranian border guards neutralize over 4,000 terrorist
activities, says commander

TEHRAN - Iranian border police
commander  Brigadier  General
Ahmad Ali Goudarzi says more than
4,000 instances of terroristactivities
were successfully thwarted at the
national borders.

Goudarzi made the remarks in a
press conference held on Tuesday,
revealing significantaccomplishments
in the ongoing efforts to secure the
nation’s borders.

“These operations, aimed at
enhancing  national  security,
underscore the critical role played
by the vigilant border forces,” the

commander commented.

During the press conference,
Goudarzi detailed the strategic
measures taken to fortify border
defenses. He highlighted a three-
stage implementation of equipment
upgrades designed to boost the
mobility of special forces units.
“Drones and various types of small
aircraft have been strategically
deployed for border surveillance,
effectively preventing the movement
of armed criminals and smugglers
toward the borders,” he added.

In addressing the ongoing battle

against smuggling and terrorism,
Goudarzi expressed gratitude to
the General Staff of the Armed
Forces. He disclosed a substantial
financial  commitment,  stating,
“We've allocated 3 billion euros for
border closure efforts, particularly
in the southeast of the country.” This
investment underscores the nation’s
commitment to fortifying its borders
againstillicit activities.

The commander also reported
successful operations against various
terrorist groups with intentions to
enterthe country. “These terror groups
have been neutralized or apprehended

and are now under intense scrutiny by
the border guards,” Goudarzi noted.

The establishment of a marine
guards training center was also
announced by Goudarzi in this
press  conference. This  move
further demonstrates the nation’s
commitment to enhancing its security
measures across multiple fronts.

The Iranian commander concluded
by emphasizing the tremendous
efforts of border guard personnel,
highlighting the successful
thwarting of over 4,000 terrorist
activities at the borders of Iran.



By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - During an exclusive
interview with the Tehran Times,
former Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif highlighted
that Israels ongoing deadly
campaign in Gaza though disastrous,
is completely futile.

He emphasized that the regime’s
attempts to regain its myth of
invincibility are doomed to fail as it
would not be able to defeat resistance
forces anywhere in the region.

The full text of the interview can
be read below:

I want to start the interview with
what’s front and center nowadays.
After Israel launched its genocidal
attacks on Gaza the two-state
solution once again began to
gain recognition. Washington, in
particular, has revisited the idea
multiple times. Do you think the
two-state solution is the answer
considering that it has failed
to come to fruition for the past
several decades?

| think the biggest obstacle to
the realization of the two-state
solution has been and will always
be Israel. Netanyahu and the right-
wing hardline politicians in Israel are
more difficult, but it doesn’t mean
that the rest of Israel's political
scene is willing to let a Palestinian
state be formed. We are talking
about a Palestinian state with what
has been internationally recognized
as Al-Quds being its capital, being
a viable state, a continuous state,
a contiguous state. That is not
acceptable to any of the various
Israeli political ideologies that
are represented in the Israeli
establishment. We've seen that the
Oslo and Madrid Accords were a
preliminary step to a real two-state
solution based on the agreement
between the late Chairman Arafat
and the Israelis. However, as we
proceeded to Camp David in 2000,
we saw that the Israelis were not
prepared to offer anything beyond
that preliminary stage. And that
preliminary stage is Gaza plus
small pockets of the Palestinian
population in the West Bank which
are surrounded by Israelis. The
Palestinian regions cannot be
connected to each other and people
need to get through bans and Israeli
checkpoints throughout these lands.
That is what they call a two-state;
they do not want to resolve the issue
with al-Quds and they do not want
to include millions of Palestinian
refugees that have been driven
out of their homes. So, the two-
state solution as the international
community understands it and the
two-state solution as the more
so-called peaceful elements in
Israel understand it are totally two
different things. Therefore, | have to
say that the most serious obstacle
to a Palestinian state within a two-
state solution has been and will
continue to be the Israeli regime,
regardless of its color or inclination.

But Israelis do not seem to be
willing to let Palestinians have even
that shell of the state anymore. Am
I right?

No, no, no. They're not. Netanyahu
and the more right-wing elements
within  the Israeli establishment
are not prepared to entertain that
idea. And if you look at the map that
Netanyahu showed in front of the
UN General Assembly just before
October 7th, you see that on that
map there was no Palestine. The
expansionist aspirations of the Zionist
ideology were clearly shown in the
map that Netanyahu presented to
the General Assembly. And nobody
raised an eyebrow in the international
community to that aggressive policy
that basically destroyed the entire
concept of a two-state solution from
the international community’s point
of view.

How long do you think the West
will turn a blind eye to Israel’s
crimes?

| think you need to look at this
issue from two different angles.
First, European and Western
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Zarif in exclusive interview with Tehran Times:

Israel can defeat Arab armies but

governments’ claims to support

human rights and stand for
international  law,  particularly
International Humanitarian Law,

have proven to be bogus because of
the way they dealt with Israel’s latest
war against the Palestinians at least
in the first few weeks after October
7th. They continue to support Israel
and they continue to prevent an end
to its acts of genocide and crimes
against humanity. They support
the regime politically and also by
sending it the weapons it needs to
conduct these massive atrocities.

Western public opinion, however,
is different. Israel was capable of
directing and impacting Western
public opinion for the first few days
after the October 7th operations in
theoccupiedterritories. Butfollowing
Israeli  massacres, particularly
after the indiscriminate killing of
innocent people in the hospitals,
that image of Israeli victimization
was shattered. Israel cannot control
public opinion anymore and | think
people in Western societies are now
pressuring their governments.

The Israeli foreign policy has
always had two pillars: victimization
and invincibility. | think both of these
two pillars have been shattered and
crushed, after October 7th. Israel
showed that it had been able to
defeat Arab armies, but it was not
capable of defeating Arab resistance.
Now, resistance has proven that
Israel's myth of invincibility is no
longer valid. It may have been valid
until 1978 and 1982 when they
invaded and occupied Lebanon, but
not anymore.

The inhumanity and savagery
Israel has been showing in Gaza
in the past five months are simply
a defeated approach. The pillar of
victimization on which Israel has
based its existence is gone following
its genocide. Now, even the Jewish
population in the United States is
rising against these real atrocities.

You said the public is currently
pressuring Western governments.
Do you think domestic pressure
is going to force these states to
change their behavior?

| don't think they will change their
actual behavior, but at least they will
change the facade. They will change
their slogans. That's why we hear
Kamala Harris talking about the
need to stop Israel. We also hear
some Western European leaders
talking about the need to end even
the supply of weapons to Israel.
You heard Borrell saying that if you
want an end to the war, end sending
Israel the means of conducting the
war. So, you will hear more of these
statements, but we cannot say that
there will be a change in Western
policies.

Islamic countries are being
accused of inaction against Israeli
crimes. Several Arab states as well
as Turkey have refused to tighten the
grip on Israel and are still in touch
with the regime. What is your take on
this? Do you think this sort of double
action by regional countries can lead
to a public furor?

A: 1think the Arab public opinion is
no longer fooled by the narrative that
Israel and some Arab states have
been trying to push in the past years.

not Arab resistance
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People know that the real threat
comes from Israel despite attempts
to portray Iran as the threat. That
misperception has been shattered
and destroyed by the war in Gaza.

Arabs can tell that their
governments are cooperating with
Israel or have at least kept silent about
its crimes. So, once again, Arab public
opinion has to be differentiated from
the Arab rulers. People are not fond of
Israel and they do not want to see the
continuation of normalization deals
with the regime.

| think it is important to make sure
that Arab and Islamic governments
also live up to what they say publicly
and prevent the type of behind-the-
scenes strategies that are being
pursued by the United States in
order to recreate that coalition with
Israel and Arab states. | think that
would be fundamentally flawed and
dangerous for the entire Arab world
and would be a betrayal of the cause
of Palestine and a betrayal of all
these tens of thousands of people
who have martyred in Gaza.

Saudi Arabia seems to still
be willing to pursue that
normalization deal with Israel. It
said multiple times that it is ready
to normalize ties if Israel allows
the establishment of Palestinian
statehood without specifying what
that Palestinian state should look
like. What are your thoughts on
that?

I think this is more of a diplomatic
maneuver by Saudi Arabia to put
the Israelis in the corner. But if that
eventuality was to take place, | think
that would be a betrayal of the cause
of Palestine. And | hope the Saudis,
under these circumstances, would
not dare take that step, particularly
because of the public opinion of the
Arab and Islamic world.

Even if Saudi Arabiaand other Arab
states want a two-state solution,
now is the time to make sure a viable
Palestinian state will be formed. But
once again, I'm sure Israel will never
accept that.

A few weeks ago, Meta
removed the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution’s accounts on Instagram
and Facebook for supporting the
Palestinian resistance. How do you
think this move speaks to Western
countries’  proclamations  on
freedom of speech?

| think that the statements and
claims about freedom of speech
and freedom of expression were,
more often than not, attempts to
impose certain political inclinations.
The degree of tolerance for
supporting Palestine within the
establishment in the United States
was basically examined by the way
they treated the presidents of
various universities who allowed
support for the Palestinians. They
created all sorts of public relations
campaigns against these figures,
to the point that the president of
Harvard had to step down. The
West exercises various means of
limiting freedom of expression and
freedom of speech while continuing
to claim that it supports them.
So, for those of us who have been
exposed to Western universities and
Western societies, we know that
while there is a degree of freedom
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of expression, when it comes to
areas that the governments feel
are explicitly running against their
perceived vital interests, then they
define a limit. | remember one of the
complaints that Pompeo had about
my presence in the United States
was that | was being interviewed by
the American press. and one of the
reasons they designated me and put
sanctions on me was not to be able
to communicate with the American
people through American media.

Let’s talk about Iran and Saudi
Arabia. It has been a year since the
reestablishment of ties between
Tehran and Riyadh. Why do you
think Western media outlets were
so worked up over the détente?

The reason for the reaction of the
West was that they could not tolerate
the fact that China was playing a
major role in this rapprochement
between Iran and Saudi Arabia,
because they believe that they
are the center of the universe and
they have to be at the center of any
negotiations or discussion anywhere
in the world. So, they found it difficult
to digest the fact that someone
outside the West was doing this. This
is exactly what happened with the
Astana process. When Iran, Russia,
and Turkey were able to put an end to
the conflict in Syria, nobody wanted
to believe it, and everybody was
predicting the failure of the Astana
process. | remember vividly how
the West was ridiculing the Astana
process. | think the same applies to
the rapprochement between Iran
and Saudi Arabia through China.

Have Iran and Saudi Arabia
moved towards a full détente?

There were expectations about
the relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia. Not all those expectations
have been met, But | think the fact
that Iran and Saudi Arabia are now
on talking terms and are consulting
each other about international issues
is important. | believe Saudi Arabia
has to perform better and do more in
order to be in line with the rest of the
Muslim and Arab world in dealing with
important issues like Gaza.

Let’s talk a bit about the JCPOA.
What’s new on this?

A: 'm not privy to the information
about negotiations, but | think there
were erroneous predictions by both
sides. The Iranian side believed a
harsh winter was coming, and the
Western side believed that the
situation during the last fall would
lead to a very weak government in
Iran or even the overthrow of the
government. Both predictions have
proven false, and we lost major
opportunities. So, | think it's better
to put wishes and illusions aside
and deal with realities and if we deal
with realities, | think everybody will
find out that the JCPOA is the best
solution to the nuclear crisis.

Do you think there are still
opportunities to come?

Yes, | believe we make
opportunities. | do not believe human
beings are imprisoned by geostrategic
conditions. So, | think if governments
decide to take the right course, there’s
still room open for the right course to
be taken» Page 6

Esteghlal, Persepolis
lock horns each
otherin103rd derby

TEHRAN - The 103rd Tehran derby is set to
take place on Wednesday at the Azadi Stadium,
reigniting the fierce rivalry between Tehran’s
football giants, Persepolis and Esteghlal. This
historic event not only generates emotions in
Iran’s sporting community but also resonates
deeply within society.

Excitement is palpable among the fans as
they eagerly anticipate the upcoming clash.
Both Persepolis and Esteghlal stand as leading
contenders for winning trophy in the 2023/24
Iran Persian Gulf Professional League (PGPL).

Under the leadership of head coach Javad
Nekounam, Esteghlal currently lead the table
with 42 points from 19 matches. Recent
victories include two 1-0 wins over Sepahan
and Esteghlal Khoozestan, along with a 1-1
draw against Malavan.

Persepolis, positioned second in the league
with 39 points, have displayed consistent
performance throughout the season. However,
they must secure a win in the upcoming
Tehran derby to challenge for the top spot.
The team saw a change in coaching staff mid-
season, with Osmar Loss Vieira replacing Yahya
Golmohammadi. Since Osmar’s tenure as head
coach, Persepolis have demonstrated fantastic
attacking football, garnering support and hope
from fans for success in the derby.

Adding to the historic occasion, a woman will
join the refereeing team for the first time in
Iran, serving as a video assistant referee (VAR)
in the Tehran derby, signifying a new era in the
[ranian men'’s football.

In a heartwarming gesture on Monday,
players from both teams visited children with
cancer at a Tehran hospital, extending their
support and compassion beyond the football
field.

With 49 draws, 27 wins for Persepolis, and
26 wins for Esteghlal in the 102 matches
played thus far, the Tehran derby stands as a
testament to skill, passion, and rivalry.

As the highly anticipated match approaches,
both teams face challenges. Esteghlal will be
without Kevin Yamga due to a severe eye injury
sustained last month, while Persepolis will miss
Hossein Kananizadegan due to suspension
and Giorgi Gvelesiani due to injury, casting
uncertainty over his participation in the game.

Hossein Tayebi likely
to miss AFC Futsal
Asian Cup 2024

TEHRAN - Iran iconic futsal player Hossein
Tayebi has suffered a foot injury and will likely
miss the 2024 AFC Futsal Asian Cup.

The Palma Futsal attacker sustained the
injury in the match against FC Barcelona Lassa
five days ago.

12-time champions Iran have been handed an
easy draw in the AFC Futsal Asian Cup in Group
D along with Kuwait, Bahrain and debutant
Afghanistan.

The competition will be held in Thailand from
April 17 to 28, 2024.

The top four finishers at the AFC Futsal Asian
Cup Thailand 2024 will qualify for the FIFA
Futsal World Cup Uzbekistan 2024, which will
take place between September 14 and October
6, 2024, marking the first time the global
showpiece will be held in Central Asia.

Iran discoverrivals
at 2024 Asian
Women’s U20
Volleyball

TEHRAN - Iran have been drawn in Group
C of the 2024 Asian Women’s U-20 Volleyball
Championship.

The Iranian team are drawn in Group C along
with Thailand and Vietnam.

Group A consists of China, Kazakhstan and
Australia. Japan, India and Hong Kong are in
Group B and South Korea, Chinese Taipei and
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New Zealand are drawn in Group D.

The competition will be held in Jiangmen,
China from July 1to 8.

Padideh Bolourizadeh will lead the team in
the tournament.

Iran deaf futsal
champions of 20th
Winter Deaflympics

TEHRAN - Iran’s national deaf futsal team
defeated Japan 3-1 in the final of the 2024
Winter Deaflympics in Turkey and became the
champions on Tuesday.

Iran’s national deaf futsal team won the title
of the 2024 Winter Deaflympics after beating
Japan 3-1in the final match on Tuesday.

Last year, the Iranian men’s deaf futsal team
won the world championship.

The 20th Winter Deaflympics were held
between 2 and 12 March 2024 in Ankara and
Kayseri, Turkey.

Iran drawn with
China at 2024 Asian
Boys’ U18 Volleyball

TEHRAN - Iran have been drawn with
China in the 2024 Asian Boys' U18 Volleyball
Championship.

The Iranian team are pitted against China,
the Philippines, and West Asian Volleyball
Association (WAVA) second team in Group C.

Group A consists of Bahrain, Thailand, Hong
Kong and Australia and Japan, Chinese Taipei,
WAVA first team and Central Asian Volleyball
Association (CAVA) second team are in Group B.
India, South Korea, Kuwait and CAVA first team
are in Group D.

The competition will be held from Manama,
Bahrain from July 28 to August 4.

Tehran football
derby ignites
passions in Iran

TEHRAN - Excitement is running high among
fans of Tehran’s two football giants before
Wednesday’s derby between Persepolis and
Esteghlal whose long-running rivalry has
ignited passions in sports and politics for
decades.The Azadi stadium, which is home to
both teams, is one of the largest in the world,
and will see its seats packed for the 103rd
Tehran Derby.

“It's the most important match. There’s a
crazy atmosphere, incredible to experience)
Kevin Yamga, the only Frenchman playing in
Iran, told AFP.

“Half of the stands are all blue, the other all
red,” said Yamga, who has played in five derbies
since joining the blues of Esteghlal in 2021.

Fans travel hundreds of kilometers to reach
the capital before spending the night near the
stadium to secure a seat.

“It's a very, very strong rivalry, comparable to
that between the clubs of Manchester - United
and City - or of Glasgow - Celtic and Rangers,’
Yamga said.

The Frenchman, however, will not be playing
on Wednesday due to injury.

Both teams are competing in the Iranian
top-tier football league, the Persian Gulf Pro
League.Esteghlal are top of the table, three
points ahead of title holders Persepolis, with 11
games to play.

This year, for the first time in Iran, a woman
will join the refereeing team for a men’s match.

Though not on the field, 34-year-old Mahsa
Ghorbani will observe the match with two
others as video assistant referees.

Ghorbani’s assignment is a mark of a new era
in a closed-off world of Iranian men’s football
that has rarely seen women in the stadiums.

Last year, 3,000 Iranian women were able
to attend their first derby, a move welcomed
by FIFA.Out of 102 matches, 49 have ended in
draws so far, with Persepolis winning 27 and
Esteghlal 26.
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Tehran, Dodoma finalize draft of double
taxation avoidance agreement

TEHRAN - Iranian and Tanzanian tax officials
have signed the draft of an agreement to eliminate
double taxation on income taxes and prevent tax
evasion with the presence of the ambassador
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Tanzania, IRNA
reported on Tuesday.

As reported, the draft was signed by Hossein
Abdollahi, director general of the Legal Office
and Tax Contracts of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
and William M. Moja, the acting commissioner of
the policy analysis department of the Ministry of
Finance of Tanzania.

According to Abdollahi, the two sides have so
far held three rounds of negotiations to prepare
the mentioned agreement for signing.

This agreement has various goals such as
the elimination of double taxation in the two
countries, the attraction of direct investment,
further development of economic relations and
expansion of tax cooperation between the two
countries, exchange of information to promote
transparency in the tax behavior of the parties,
assistance in tax collection, and the provision of
facilities, the official explained.

The final signing and approval of this agreement
will be done in the legislative assemblies of the
two countries in the near future.

Tanzania is considered one of the most
important countries in East Africa and Iran is
taking new measures to expand economic ties
with this country.

In late November 2022, Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) held the first exclusive
exhibition of Iranian products and services in
Tanzania in collaboration with the Iranian Trade
Center in the African country to showcase the
Islamic Republic’s trade and export capacities.

According to Ra'ed Mousavi, the head of the
[ranian Trade Center in Tanzania, this exhibition
was the most appropriate platform to increase the
knowledge of East African countries, especially
Tanzania, about the products, services, and
technological advancements of Iranian companies.

According to Mousavi, companies active in
various fields including the agricultural sector,
mines and industrial machinery, construction,
as well as medicine and medical equipment
participate in the first exclusive exhibition of the
export capabilities of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Tanzania.In mid-July 2023, President Ebrahim
Raisi also took a visit to three African countries of
Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe.

Economic experts believe that the president’s
visit to Africa provided the basis for increasing
Iran’s presence in the 60-billion-dollar economy
of the African continent and will increase the level
of activity of Iranian traders and businessmen
in this continentOver the past 40 years, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has never given up on its
principled policy towards Africa due to political
and cultural commonalities, despite the sanctions,
pressure, and disruptions of the West, and has
always maintained itself alongside the people and
countries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian calendar years
1384 and 1385 (March 2005-March 2007), the
relations between Iran and the African continent
increased in terms of trade, but since 1386, the
economic relations between Iran and Africa have
decreased due to the economic crisis and cruel
sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past years, due to
the lack of restoration of economic relations with
Africa, the amount of trade with the countries
of this continent has remained at the level
of $12 billion, but according to Mohammed-
Sadeq Ghanadzadeh, the director general of the
Africa Department of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), facilitating the trade route
with Africa is happening now and it is expected
that the trade figure with this continent will reach
$10 billion in the next three years.

In fact, good steps have been taken to use
Africa’s capacity, and Africa can be a suitable
market for Iranian goods, Ghanadzadeh stated.

Exports via Caspian Sea increase 20%

TEHRAN - Iran has exported 2.5 million tons of
goods worth about $1.58 billion to the Caspian Sea
littoral states in the first 11 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023-February 19,
2024), registering a 20 percent rise year on year.

According to Kambiz Jahanbani, the managing
director of the Khazar Shipping Company, a
company that handles the shipping operations in
the north of Iran, agricultural products accounted
for 30 percent of the total exports via the Caspian
Sea in the mentioned period.

Jahanbani said the cost of exports via sea is
40 percent less than land transportation, adding
that Khazar Shipping Company is ready to export
30 percent of the agricultural products of the
northern Iranian provinces via the Caspian Sea.

The official noted that 30 vessels are operating
under the Khazar Shipping Company, whose total
capacity stands at 120,000 tons.

According to him, in case of the exporters’
willingness, the Caspian Shipping Company can
increase the number of refrigerator-equipped
container vessels to 500 units during a 6-month

to one-year program and move up to 3,000
containers or 65,000 tons per year.

The value of Iran’s foreign trade including oil
and technical engineering services reached $138.8
billion in the first 11 months of the current Iranian
calendar year, the head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) said.

According to Mohammad Rezvanifar, the value
of the Islamic Republic’s trade with the partners
in the mentioned 11 months increased by 2.7
percent compared to the same period last year,
IRNA reported The official put the country’s non-
oil exports, excluding exports of electricity, crude
oil, and techno-engineering services, at 124.7
million tons worth $44.8 billion which shows an
11.42 percent rise in terms of tonnage and an 8.87
percent decline in terms of value.

He said that Iran’s foreign trade, including oil
exports, has registered a $19 billion surplus while
seeing a $15 billion deficit without petrodollars.

Iran exported $32.59 billion of crude oiland $1.9
billion of technical engineering services in the first
11 months of this year, according to Rezvanifar.

Production line for lithium
battery packs launched

TEHRAN - Iran’s Defense Ministry has launched
the production lines for lithium battery packs and
sealed battery packs to meet a growing demand in
various industries, especially in the defense sector.

Defense Minster Brigadier General
Mohammadreza Ashtiani attended the ceremony
on Monday, IRNA reported Lithium battery packs
are rechargeable batteries that use lithium ions as
the active material. They are lightweight, have a high
energy density,and have awiderange of applications,

from small electronics to electric vehicles.

The establishment of this production line, the
largest in Iran, will reduce human errors and
slash energy consumption, while speeding up the
production process.Sealed industrial batteries
have various applications, including energy supply
and storage in the telecommunications sector,
power plants, refineries, UPS (Uninterruptible
Power Supplies), banking networks, and financial
institutions, as well as electric transportation.

TEDPIX gains 1,900 points on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 1921 points (0.09
percent) to 2,163,485 on Tuesday, which is the
fourth day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iran to launch new refinery with
fully home-grown control system

-

From page 1 » Noshadi considered
the export of technical engineering
services as a way to resolve
the country’s foreign currency
restrictions and stated: “Before
entering the international arena,
however, we must seek to define and
implement an efficient solution to
curb excessive consumption.”

Last week, Iran’s Deputy Oil
Minister Jalil Salari said the country
has succeeded in manufacturing 80
percent of the oil and gas industry’s
parts and equipment domestically
despite being under sanctions.

The Iranian Oil Ministry has
focused on taking advantage of the
expertise and technical know-how of
knowledge-based companies, Salari
said, emphasizing that more than 80
percent of the oil and gas industry

equipment is manufactured in the
country.

Speaking in a meeting held in
Abadan on reviewing the quality
plans of oil byproducts, he said that
the oil ministry took effective steps
in the past two years for the domestic
production of parts and equipment.

One of these measures is related
to the launch of extraterritorial
refining plans overseas and the
export of technical and engineering
services, he stated.

So far, three- to four technical

know-hows have fully been localized
in refining companies in the field of

producing catalysts, compressor
manufacturing, and streamlining the
quality of fuel oil, the chief executive
of the National Iranian Oil Refining
and Distribution Company (NIORDC)
said.

He put the oil production capacity
at Abadan Oil Refinery (AOR) at
500,000 barrels of oil per day (bpd).

With the increase in the capacity
and quality of oil byproducts, the
country’s  gasoline  production
capacity has reached 129 million
liters/day, Salari highlighted.

He went on to say that the export
of oil and oil byproducts in first the
nine months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21to December
22, 2023) registered a 4.5 percent
growth compared to the same period
last year.

Iran, ECO states to ink MOU on constructing logistics village

TEHRAN - Iran and other Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) member states will sign a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on the
construction of a logistics village, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

According to the head of Maku Free Zone, the
mentioned village will be constructed in Iran’s
Maku Free Zone.

A land area measuring 1,820 ha has been
earmarked for the construction of the logistics
village in cooperation and collaboration with ECO
member states, Hossein Garousi said.

Garousi also announced the construction
operation of the first Iranian Knowledge-Based
Economy Town, adding that a transportation route
called ECO Road will be inaugurated as a part of
the International East-West Transport Corridor.

The logistics road called “ECO Road” will come
on stream as a part of the International East-
West Transport Corridor in the near future, he
further said.Iran shares borders with five ECO
member countries including Turkey, he said,
adding that ECO member countries are interested
in cooperating with Iran in the fields of logistics,
tourism, and exports.

The Economic  Cooperation  Organization
or ECO is an Asian political and economic
intergovernmental organization that was founded
in 1985 in Tehran by the leaders of Iran, Pakistan,
and Turkey.

Iran’s trade with the members of the ECO
reached about $10.2 billion in the first seven
months of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-October 22, 2023), registering a 4.5
percent rise year on year.

According to Ruhollah Latifi, the spokesman of
theInternational Relations and Trade Development
Committee of Iran’s House of Industry, Mining,
and Trade, Iran traded 14,939,483 tons of goods
valued at $10,189,923,013 with ECO members in
the mentioned seven months.

The trade exchanges with the mentioned
countries also increased by 18 percent in terms of
weight, Latifi said.

The Islamic Republic exported 12.345 million
tons of non-oil goods worth $5.886 billion to the
said nations in the mentioned period, registering a
2.5 percent rise in terms of value and a 23 percent
rise in terms of weight.

According to Latifi, the trade balance between
the two sides was $1.6 billion positive in favor of
Iran in the said seven months.

Thevalue of trade between Iran and ECO members
stood at $20.5 billion in the previous Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20), of which the share
of exports was $13 billion and the share of imports
from these countries was $7.5 billion.

Iran’s grain production exceeds 21 million tons in 2023: FAO

TEHRAN - The UN Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO) in a
report said Iran has produced more
than 21 million tons of grain in the
2023 Crop Year and holds the fourth
largest grain reserves in Asia.

The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) in a report said
Iran has produced more than 21
million tons of grain in the 2023 Crop
Year and holds the fourth largest
grain reserves in Asia.

In its latest report on the “Outlook
of Food Products and Situation”,
FAO put the total volume of grain

produced in Iran in 2023 at 211
million tons, showing a more than
two percent hike compared to a year
earlier.

According to this report, Iran
produced over 13 million tons of
wheat in 2022 and 13.5 million tons
in 2023

Rice production also reached
3.5 million tons in the current year,
without any changes compared to
the previous crop year.

FAO has put Iran’s total cereal
stocks at 121 million tons in the

current year, registering a 100,000-
ton increase compared to the
previous yearWith this volume of
stocks, Iran has ranked fourth in
the world. China has been ranked
first with 399 million tons of cereal
stocks. India with 64 million tons and
Turkey with 12.7 million tons have
taken the second and third places
respectively.

Back in May 2023, FAO released
a report in which Iran was ranked
43rd in the world in terms of food
imports despite being the 17th most
populous country in the world.

The UN entity’s statistics show
that industrialized countries were
the largest importers of food
products in the world.

According to the organization,
Iran currently stands among the
world’s top producers of agricultural
products.

China is ranked first in the world
in terms of grain reserves with 399
million tons of grains, followed by
India with 64 million tons of grain
reserves and Turkey with 12.7 million
tons respectively.

IMIDRO invests $32m to develop infrastructure in mining zones

TEHRAN - The Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries  Development and  Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO) has invested more than
16.285 trillion rials (about $32 million) for the
development of infrastructure in the country’s
mining zones in the first 11 months of the current
Iranian year (ends on March 19).

As IRNA reported, 14 trillion rials (about $28
million) of the mentioned figure has been provided
by the organization itself and the rest by the

government and private investors.

Following the mentioned investment, IMIDRO
currently has 16 road construction projects in
eleven provinces of the country, including Semnan,
Kermanshah, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad,
Mazandaran, Fars, Yazd, West Azerbaijan, North
Khorasan, Razavi Khorasan, Zanjan and Bushehr.

The entity is also construction power
transmission lines with a total length of 1487
kilometers to several mines across the country.

Having 81 different types of minerals, Iran is
one of the top 10 mineral-rich countries across
the globe. In this regard, the Iranian government
has been seriously pursuing several programs to
promote the mining sector as a major contributor
to the country’s economic growth.

I[ran’s proven iron ore reserves are 2.7 billion
tons, while the country’s copper reserves are 2.6
billion tons. The country also has 11 million tons of
zinc reserves.

China’s top legislature concludes annual session

By Mahnaz Abdi

BEIJING- The closing meeting
of the second session of the 14th
National People’s Congress (NPC),
China’s national legislature, was held
on Monday afternoon.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and
other Chinese leaders attended the
meeting at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.

Zhao Leji, chairman of the
National People’s Congress Standing
Committee, presided over the closing
meeting of the second session of
the 14th NPC, which gathered some
3,000 delegates from the political,
business and cultural elite in Beijing.

“Under the strong leadership
of the Chinese Communist Party
Central Committee with comrade Xi
Jinping at its core, we must adhere to
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era as our guide and unswervingly

push forward the Chinese-style
modernization,” Zhao Leji said at the
closing ceremony of the week-long
meeting.

The opening meeting of the
second session of the 14th NPC was
held at the Great Hall of the People
on March 5.President Xi Jinping and
other Chinese leaders attended the
opening meeting.

Premier Li Qiang delivered a
government work report at the
meeting.Lawmakers reviewed a
report from the State Council on
the implementation of the 2023
plan for national economic and
social development and on the 2024
draft plan, as well as the draft plan
for national economic and social
development in 2024.

They also reviewed a report from
the State Council on the execution
of the central and local budgets for
2023 and on the draft central and local
budgets for 2024, as well as the draft

central and local budgets for 2024.

The National People’s
Congress (NPC) is  thehighest
organ of state power in the People’s
Republic of China. The NPCis the only
branch of government in China, and
per the principle of unified power,
all state organs from the State
Councilto the Supreme People’s
Court (SPC) are subservient to it.

With 2,977 members in 2023, it
is the largest legislative body in the
world. The NPC is elected for a term
of five years. It holds annual sessions
every spring, usually lasting from
10 to 14 days, in the Great Hall
of the Peopleon the west side
of Tiananmen Square in Beijing.

It is worth mentioning that China
International Press Communication
Center (CIPCC) arranged a program
forjournalists from around the world
and took them to the Great Hall of
the People on Tuesday morning so
that they could see the place and

watch the opening meeting of the
second session of the 14th National
People’s Congress (NPC).

CIPCC, under the China Public
Diplomacy  Association ~ (CPDA),
has initiated a program to build
a platform for the media from

countries around the world,
especially developing countries,
to observe China and study

development in this country.

The program aimed at media
exchange was halted in 2020 and
2021 due to the Covid-19 epidemic.

In each edition of the program,
journalists from all around the world
gather together to get familiar with
modern China and exchange their
experiences in the field of journalism.

In 2024 edition of the program,
scheduled to be held from late
February until late June, over 100
journalists from more than 90
countries are participating,



Palestinian resistance will send
Netanyahu to the dustbin of history

U.S. intel report: Hamas will challenge Israel for years

From page 1 » anannual assess-
ment by the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence (ODNI) revealed
on Monday.

The ODNI assessment also said
Hamas will be able to “regain
strength” and “surprise Israeli
forces” in the years to come.

In mid-February, a document
drawn up by the Israeli military’s
intelligence also acknowledged that
even if Israel dismantles Hamas's
organized military capabilities, the
resistance group will continue to
operate in Gaza.

Israel's Western allies have also
cast doubt on Netanyahu'’s pledge to
defeat Hamas.

Nearly a month ago, EU foreign
affairs chief Josep Borrell warned
Israel that it can’'t defeat Hamas by
military means.

West Asia escalation

The 40-page ODNI assessment
also said growing attacks against
American and Israeli bases and their
interests in West Asia over the past
months are rooted in Israel’s war on
Gaza.

[t warned that resistance groups
in Irag will continue attacks on
US. forces in Irag and Syria, and
that further military operations by
Yemen's Ansarullah in the Red Sea
will “create a real risk of broader
escalation”

Washington’s backing for Israel’s
genocidal war on Gaza has given rise
to anti-U.S. sentiment in the region.
Regional resistance groups have
carried out scores of attacks against
American bases since the start of
the Gaza war.

The Ansarullah movement, for
its part, has hit Israeli-linked ships

in the Red Sea to express solidarity
with the Palestinians in Gaza. The
movement has vowed to continue
the attacks until Israel brings an end
to its brutal onslaught.

Ansarullah has also targeted
British and American warships in
the Red Sea. These assaults are in
retaliation for the strikes that the
US. and the UK carry out against
Yemen in response to Ansarullah’s
attacks on Israeli-linked ships in the
Red Sea.

Divisions in Israel

The US.intelligence report further
turned the spotlight on widening
gaps in Israel over Netanyahu's
handling of the Gaz war.

“Distrust of Netanyahu'’s ability to
rule has deepened and broadened
across the public from its already
high levels before the war, and we
expect large protests demanding his
resignation and new elections,” the
report said.

Netanyahu  remains  under
immense pressure within Israel
for his regime’s failure to predict
or forestall the October 7 attack
that was carried out by the Hamas
resistance movement.

Following the Hamas military
operation, which shattered the
image of Israel's invincibility, the
Netanyahu regime launched the war
on the Gaza Strip.

More than 1100 people were
killed in the Hamas raid and roughly
250 were taken captive. Over 100
of the captives were released in a
November deal.

Israel’'s retaliatory attacks have
leveled Gaza and so far left more
than 31,000 people dead.

Public polling in Israel has
suggested that many Israelis
question  whether  Netanyahu's
military campaign is the best way to
recover the remaining captives.

Over the past months, Israelis
have held regular protests calling for
a ceasefire, the return of captives,
Netanyahu's resignation and new
elections.

Power of resistance

Hamas has repeatedly stressed
that the Palestinian resistance
carried out the October 7 attack
independently.

The US. intelligence community
acknowledged that claims over

Iran’s role in the Hamas attack are
baseless.

The ODNI assessment said the U.S.
administration believes “that Iranian
leaders did not orchestrate nor had
foreknowledge of the Hamas attack
against Israel” on October 7.

The report was finalized in
February but declassified as
intelligence chiefs testified in the
Senate on Monday.

US. Director of  National
Intelligence  Avril  Haines, along
with CIA director William Burns,
FBI director Christopher Wray, the
State Department’s Bureau of
Intelligence and Research chief
Brett Holmgren, National Security
Agency director Gen. Timothy Haugh
and Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Kruse of the
Pentagon's Defense Intelligence
Agency testified before the Senate
Intelligence Committee.

Haines raised the alarm about
the global impacts of Israel’s war on
Gaza.

“The crisis in Gaza is a stark
example  of  how  regional
developments have the potential
of broader and even global
implications,” he warned.

Regional leaders have repeatedly
warned that Israel's war on Gaza
could spill over into the entire West
Asia region. They have called on the
US. to exert pressure on Israel to
stop its war of genocide on Gaza.

As the ODNI  assessment
acknowledged, Israel will fail to
bring Hamas to its knees. The
acknowledgment indicates that the
era of hit-and-run has ended. The
resistance in Gaza currently has the
upper hand and it will be able to
bring an end to Netanyahu'’s political
life.

“Shocking” Israeli violence in occupied West Bank
Israeli forces have detained 7,530 Palestinians in the West Bank since October 7
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From page 1 » The mass arrest campaign
has taken place across the West Bank, its refugee
camps, and in occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

The United Nations has also warned of the sharp
rise in settler violence and the record number of
illegal settlements that have been approved lately
by Tel Aviv.

The Israeli regime expanded its occupation to
the West Bank and al-Quds in 1967, paving the
way for more settlers to grab Palestinian lands
in violation of international law and in defiance of
global condemnation.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Volker Turk, has warned that Israeli settlements
have expanded by a record level.

“Reports this week that Israel plans to build a
further 3476 settler homes in Maale Adumim,
Efrat and Kedar fly in the face of international law,”
Turk said.

The UN commissioner also raised alarm over
Israeli military assaults and settler violence, which
he warned have reached “shocking new levels,
and risk eliminating any practical possibility of
establishing a viable Palestinian State”.

The statement by Turk along with a report will
be presented before the UN Human Rights Council
in Geneva in late March.

The report warns that the policies of the Israeli
government are aligned “to an “unprecedented
extent” with the goals of the Israeli settler
movement.

The Israeli settler movement seeks to ethnically
cleanse the Palestinian population in the West
Bank by pushing them into neighboring Jordan and
replacing the territory’s population with Jewish
settlers.

Some ministers under Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's cabinet have gone further
by seeking to expand the settlements into much
of orall of Jordan.

Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who squat on
illegal settlements, have made such remarks over
the past year.

The push to ethnically cleanse Palestinians from
the West Bank, along with other deadly crimes and
vandalism by Israeli forces and settlers, has been
met with a surge in resistance from Palestinian
civilians who have fought back, at times, with an
armed struggle.

The UN Human Rights chief also documented
cases of “settlers wearing full or partial Israeli
army uniforms and carrying army rifles while
harassing or attacking Palestinians. Sometimes,
they (Palestinians) were shot at point-blank
range”

The report highlights the dramatic increase in
the “intensity, severity and regularity” of Israeli
settler and government-backed army violence
against Palestinians, particularly since October 7.

According to UN data, between October 7, 2023,

and March 8, 2024, 417 Palestinians, including 106
children, have been killed in the West Bank and al-

Quds.

Since the beginning of this year, at least 102
Palestinians have been killed already, the majority
by the Israeli military.

Furthermore, the Israeli army and settlers have
injured nearly 5000 Palestinians, including 720
children since October 7. Other monitoring groups
put this number between 7,500 and 8,500.

Last year, at least 507 Palestinians, including
more than 81 children, were killed in the West
Bank, where there is no Hamas presence and no
Israeli captives are being held.

This has received little media coverage when
taking into account the rolling coverage of the war
in Ukraine, where, according to UN figures, there
were 554 civilian deaths.

Even before October 7, the West Bank had
already surpassed the deadliest year for
Palestinians since the UN started keeping track of
casualties in 2005.

Meanwhile, reports have recently surfaced in
Israeli media that suggest the number of Israeli
forces deployed to the West Bank and al-Quds for
the month of Ramadan is twice as many as the
forces deployed in the entire Gaza Strip.

Ramadan is a time for worship when tens of
thousands of Palestinians from across the West
Bank head to the al-Agsa Mosque in al-Quds to
pray despite extremely harsh Israeli restrictions.

The regime’s regular brutal crackdowns on
Palestinians at the holy site, especially during
Ramadan, have led to wars between the Palestinian
resistance forces in Gaza and the Israeli regime for
more than two decades.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

War on Gaza: How Israeli army brutality killed
a disabled Palestinian man

.
/7

Ezz al-Din al-Banna was paralysed from the
waist down, but Israeli soldiers beat and dragged
him across the ground anyway

The particular vulnerabilities of disabled people
living in Gaza have been highlighted by the case

of Ezz al-Din al-Banna, 40, a disabled man who
died in Israeli custody last month.

Banna, who was paralysed from the waist down,
was arrested by the Israeliarmy in late November
fromabuilding where he was seeking shelter in Gaza
City.

Despite being disabled, Banna was brutally
beaten and dragged across the floor by the
Israeli soldiers who arrested him.

According to relatives, the wounds sustained in
the attack would eventually cause complications
that would lead to his death in February.

“He was treated with brutality by the Israeli
soldiers, without any regard for his disability,’

recalled Mohammed al-Banna, a cousin who was a
companion to Ezz al-Din throughout their multiple
displacements since 7 October.

Mohammed, 30, was with Ezz al-Din during the
first few hours of his detention and provided Middle
East Eye with a detailed account of his relative’s
suffering before his death.

Ezz al-Din joins more than 31,000 Palestinians killed
by Israel at the time of publication.

Thevastmajorityhavebeenkilledinindiscriminate
bombing by the Israeli army, but many have also
been killed by sniper fire, quadcopter attacks,
summary executions, starvation and, like Ezz al-
Din, as a result of beatings and torture.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)
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Hezbollah fires 100
rockets at Israeli
targets

Lebanon’s Hezbollah resistance movement
has fired scores of rockets at Israeli targets in
the northern part of the occupied Palestinian
territories, following airstrikes by the Tel Aviv
regime targeting a strategic region in the country.

In a statement, Hezbollah said its fighters
attacked “the lIsraeli air and missile command
center in the Keila barracks” with more than 100
rockets, along with “the missile and artillery base
in Yoav” and nearby artillery centers, according to
PressTV.

The resistance movement said the reprisal
attack was conducted “in support of the steadfast
Palestinian nation in the Gaza Strip” and “in
response to the Israeli attacks on our people,
villages and cities, including the most recent one
in the vicinity of the city of Baalbek” that killed one
person and injured several others.

The regime’s military confirmed that some
100 rockets were fired in two different barrages
on Tuesday morning, claiming that some of them
were intercepted.

BBC revelations:
Israeli troops beat,
humiliated Gaza
medics

Palestinian medical staff in Gaza have told the
BBC they were blindfolded, detained, forced to
strip and repeatedly beaten by Israeli troops after
araid at their hospital last month.

Ahmed Abu Sabha, a doctor at Nasser hospital,
described being held for a week in detention,
where, he said, muzzled dogs were set upon him
and his hand was broken by an Israeli soldier.

His account closely matches those of two other
medics who wanted to remain anonymous for fear
of reprisals.

They told the BBC they were humiliated, beaten,
doused with cold water, and forced to kneel in
uncomfortable positions for hours. They said they
were detained for days before being released.

The Israeli military raided the hospital in the
southern Gazan city of Khan Younis - which was
one of the few in the Strip still functioning - on
15 February, saying intelligence indicated that the
hospital housed Hamas operatives.

The regime, however, failed to provide any
evidence to back up its claim.

NGOs sue Denmark
to end arms export
to Israel

A group of NGOs on Tuesday said they will sue
the Danish state to end the Nordic country’s arms
exports to Israel, citing concerns that its weapons
were being used to commit serious crimes against
civilians during the war in Gaza.

A Dutch court in February ordered the
Netherlands to block all exports of F-35 fighter
jet parts to Israel over concerns they were being
used to violate international law in Gaza, Reuters
reported. Amnesty International Denmark, Oxfam
Denmark, MS Action Aid and Palestinian human
rights organization Al-Haq in a joint statement
said they will sue the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the National Police, which approves Danish
sales of weapons and military equipment. They
said they would file the lawsuit to a yet unspecified
court within the next three weeks.

“For five months we have been talking about a
potential genocide in Gaza, but we have not seen
politicians take action” Tim Whyte, Secretary
General of MS Action, said in a statement.

Save the Children
warns about
“mental harm” of
Israeli war on kids

Five months of violence, displacement,
starvation and disease on top of nearly 17 years of
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a blockade have caused relentless mental harm to
children in Gaza, Save the Children said.

“It is unacceptable that any child should
contend with the horrors that those in Gaza have
lived through. While dodging bombs and bullets,
fleeing through streets littered with debris and
corpses, being forced to sleep in the open air and
going without the basic food and clean water they
need to survive, children in Gaza are going through
a period of mass-scale shock and grief” Save
the Children’s Country Director for the occupied
Palestinian territories said.

Jason Lee added, “This war and the physical and
mental scars it is leaving on children is further
eroding their resilience.”

According to Lee, Save the Children is calling
for an immediate, definitive ceasefire to save and
protect the lives of children in Gaza and effective
implementation of the provisional measures from
the ICJ.

Progressive
campaign launched
to counter AIPAC’s
influence in U.S.
politics

A coalition of progressive organizations has
announced a fundraising, lobbying and organizing
effort to counter the influx of spending by the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
into primary campaigns against progressive
Democrats, the Guardian reported.

The effort, called Reject AIPAC, is in part a
response to the ongoing congressional support
for Israel’'s campaign in Gaza, which has claimed
more than 31,000 Palestinian lives since October
7

Among the groups involved in the campaign
are the progressive group Justice Democrats, the
advocacy arm of Jewish Voice for Peace and the
Sunrise Movement climate organization.

“We have watched as AIPAC has done everything
it can to silence growing dissent in Congress
against Netanyahu's assault on Gaza,” said the
coalition in a statement, “even as Democratic
voters overwhelmingly support a ceasefire and
oppose sending more blank checks to the Israeli
military”

US senators urge
Biden to condition
weapons sales to
Israel

In a letter to the US president, independent
Senator Bernie Sanders, and seven Democrats say
that by continuing to arm Israel, Biden is violating
the Foreign Assistance Act, which bars military
support from going to any nation that restricts the
delivery of humanitarian aid, Al Jazeera reported.

“We urge you to make it clear to the Netanyahu
government that failure to immediately and
dramatically expand humanitarian access and
facilitate safe aid deliveries throughout Gaza will
lead to serious consequences, as specified under
existing US law,” the senators wrote.

China: US

cares aboutits
geopolitical goals
not Ukraine

China on Tuesday accused the US of exploiting
the Ukraine crisis for its own “geopolitical goals”.

“What the US cares about is not Ukraine, but to
realize its geopolitical and strategic goal via the
Ukraine crisis,” said Wang Wenbin, spokesman for
China’s Foreign Ministry, Turkey’s Anadolu reported.

Wang was responding to comments made by US
spy chief William Burns during a Senate hearing.

“If we're seen to be walking away from support
for Ukraine, not only is that going to feed doubts
amongst our allies and partners in the Indo-
Pacific, it's going to stoke the ambitions of the
Chinese leadership in contingencies ranging
from Taiwan to the South China Sea,” Burns told
senators on Monday.
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“Ancient Iran: The Definitive Visual History”
unveiled at National Museum

TEHRAN - On Sunday, the National Museum
of Iran hosted the unveiling of a captivating
new book titled “Ancient Iran: The Definitive
Visual History”.

The event drew scholars, historians, and
art enthusiasts alike, eager to celebrate the
nation’s rich cultural legacy through a visual
journey encapsulated within the pages of the
book.

Addressing the unveiling ceremony, Jebrael
Nokandeh, who presides over the prestigious
museum, expressed eagerness to collaborate
with national and international publishers to
better showcase Iran’s heritage.

“One of the missions of the National Museum
of Iran is to preserve and introduce the cultural
heritage of Iran. One effective way to achieve
this goal is by educating the public about Iran’s
culture and archaeology,” Nokandeh said.

“The museum engages in various activities,
such as setting up exhibitions, publishing
books, brochures, and journals, organizing
educational workshops and tours, as well as
holding scientific meetings and virtual events.
Additionally, the museum collaborates with
national and international publishers to better
showcase Iran’s heritage to interested parties.

He said: “Since 2023, the National Museum
of Iran has partnered with Cyan Publishing
House to produce a four-volume work on
Ancient Iranian History. Cyan Publications has
been instrumental in translating and authoring
works professionally to reach a wide audience.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Nokandeh
highlighted the efforts of renowned
researchers in compiling the “Ancient Iran: The
Definitive Visual History” series based on the
latest archaeological findings.

Nokandeh emphasized that “Ancient Iran:
The Definitive Visual History” is an invaluable
resource for those interested in the history
and culture of Iran. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of Iran’s past after engaging
with these volumes. Furthermore, the collection
holds significant educational value and can
serve as avaluable teaching tool for universities
and high schools across the country.

His talks were complemented by the
screening of clips showcasing the preparation
and publication process of the series,
reconstructions of notable ancient Iranian
architecture, displays of Parthian and Sasanian
attire, and musical performances.

The “Ancient Iran: The Definitive Visual
History” series covers archaeology and history
from the Early Paleolithic era to the Sassanid
period, representing a successful collaboration
between the museum, researchers from
various institutions, and the publisher. This
collection serves as an educational resource for
Iran and the world.

The collection stands out for its accessible
language, making it understandable to
readers without prior knowledge. The authors
and publishers have made the texts clear,
comprehensible, and free from complexity.

In addition to informative content, the
collection features a unique array of images,
including objects housed in the National
Museum of Iran, detailed reconstructions
of monuments, and scenes depicting daily
life, hunting, ceremonies, rituals, and battles
spanning nearly one million years of history.
This visual journey offers readers a captivating
glimpse into the past.

UN Tourism calls on sector to #investinwomen

UN Tourism has issued an urgent call to “in-
vest in women” and accelerate progress to-
wards gender equality across the sector.

As the world marks International Women'’s
Day (8 March), the United Nations Specialized
Agency celebrates the achievements of women
in tourism while highlighting the fact that wom-
en remain under represented in leadership po-
sitions, face barriers to career progression and
have limited access to education and training.

#InvestinWomen

This year’s theme, #InvestinWomen, high-
lights the need for investment to address
the projected annual deficit of USD 360 bil-
lion in funding if the world is to achieve the
global gender equality goals set under the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
in particular Sustainable Development Goal 5
- to achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls.

The benefits of increased investment in wom-
en could be huge, with evidence showing that
closing gender gaps could boost GDP per capita
by 20% and create almost 300 million jobs in
the global economy by 2035.

“International Women’s Day provides the
perfect opportunity for us to reflect on the

progress that has been made and call out the
huge investment that is needed for us to reach
gender equality in the tourism sector” says UN
Tourism Secretary General Zurab Pololikashvili,.
“In many countries we are seeing the fruits of
previous investment, but more is needed to help
unlock new opportunities for economic growth,
social inclusion, and sustainable development.”

Supporting Members to take concrete ac-
tions

In the week leading up to International Wom-
en’s Day, UN Tourism ran a webinar series in dif-
ferent world regions calling on governments,
businesses, civil society organizations, and
individuals to take concrete actions to invest
in women and promote gender equality in the
tourism sector.

These include: Implementing policies and ini-
tiatives that promote gender equality and wom-
en’'s empowerment in tourism, including equal
pay, access to education, training, and leader-
ship opportunities; supporting women-owned
businesses, enterprises, and initiatives in the
tourism value chain, as well as fostering part-
nerships and collaboration to advance gender
equality and women’s empowerment in tourism
at the local, national, and international levels.

Two million expected to visit Imam
Reza shrine on New Year’s Eve

TEHRAN - The holy shrine of Imam
Reza (AS) is anticipated to host over
two million pilgrims on New Year’s
Eve, which falls on March 20, the
supreme director of the holy shrine
has said. “Based on our estimates,
some 2.3 million people will be
visiting the holy shrine to celebrate
the arrival of the new Iranian year,’
Reza Khorrakian said on Monday.

“Among various programs, we
are intended to have a [a live]
communication with Gaza and
synchronize Quran recitations to
support the children there, showing
solidarity with the people of the
Islamic world and the dear people of
Palestine.”

out for

Among the myriad traditions
cherished by Iranians, one stands

its profound spiritual
significance—the
the sacred shrine of Imam Reza in
Mashhad.For generations, Iranians

pilgrimage  to

have revered Imam Reza, the eighth
Shia Imam, as a symbol of spiritual
guidance and blessings. His shrine
in Mashhad serves as a beacon of

hope and solace for pilgrims seeking
divine intervention and spiritual
renewal.

Last September, more than 4.5
million travelers visited Mashhad
during the last ten days of Safar,
which is a remarkable lunar month
for Shia Muslims.

The number of travelers visiting
Mashhad from September 6 to 15,
which traditionally marks special
religious rituals and pilgrimage,
reached 4.5 million, a local official
said. In August 2020, the spiritual
tradition of pilgrimage to the holy
shrine of Imam Reza (AS) was
registered on the National Intangible
Cultural Heritage list by the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts.

Qanats in Kish Island made national heritage

TEHRAN - In a move to preserve the rich
historical heritage of Kish Island, three centuries-
old ganats have been officially registered as
national treasures.

The Kish Free Zone Organization announced this
significant registration, highlighting the island’s
growing list of national heritage sites, which now
stands at eight, IRNA reported.

According to Mehdi Adibian, an official with
the KFZO0, the coral island boasts five main ganat
branches spanning over 25 kilometers in total.
“However, only three of these ganats are visible to
the public”

Through concerted efforts, all three accessible
ganats have now been recognized on the national
list for cultural heritage, the official said.

Escape to paradise:

TEHRAN - Nestled in the middle of Gorgan's
lush jungle, Rango waterfall mesmerize nature
enthusiasts.Rango waterfall, situated in a
forest of the same name, lies approximately 15
kilometers southwest of Gorgan. This lush forest
extends eastward to Naharkhoran and westward
to Shast-Kola.

Although the waterfall's height is not
extraordinary, standing at a mere seven meters,
its uniqueness lies in its setting within a dreamy
forest, creating a truly one-of-a-kind ambiance.

The semicircular basin at the base of the
waterfall features several smaller cascades,
providing a tranquil space for visitors to immerse
themselves in the water.

What makes Rango waterfall a preferred
destination for nature enthusiasts is its secluded
and pristine environment.

Adibian  further identified the three
registered ganats as Harireh, Biyout-e Salam,
and Bagho, emphasizing their importance as
cultural landmarks. He explained that out of
the 25 kilometers of ganats on the island, only
10.5 kilometers are currently accessible and
measurable, highlighting the need for preservation
efforts to safeguard these historical marvels.

The Kish Free Zone Organization underscored
the significance of registering these valuable
heritage sites, stating that it paves the way for
future utilization within the framework of tourism
development. By adhering to relevant regulations
and guidelines, the organization aims to facilitate
the establishment of tourist sites centered around
Kish Island’s ganats, thereby enhancing the
island’s allure as a cultural destination.

In 2016, a selection of eleven ganats was
collectively inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage list under the title of The Persian Qanat.
Each of them epitomizes many others in terms
of geographic scopes, architectural designs, and
other motives. Such subterranean tunnels provide
exceptional testimony to cultural traditions and
civilizations in desert areas with an arid climate.

Generally, each ganat comprises an almost
horizontal tunnel for collecting water from an
underground water source, usually an alluvial fan,
into which a mother well is sunk to the appropriate
level of the aquifer.

UNESCO has it that “The ganats provide

exceptional testimony to cultural traditions and
civilizations in desert areas with an arid climate.”

Rango waterfall’s allure In northem Iran

The less frequented location, perhaps due to
the moderately challenging trek or the absence of
commercialization, adds to its allure.

[t resembles a pearl hidden in the heart of a lush
forest, surrounded by towering trees, shrubs, and
concealed jungle flora, making it an ideal spot for
those seeking a touch of adventure.

Springtime unveils a breathtaking display as
the melting snow intensifies the waterfall’s flow,
creating a mesmerizing spectacle against the
backdrop of the vibrant Rango Forest.

Gorgan’s moderate and humid coastal climate
enhances the allure of this destination. However,
the winds during the summer might pose a
slight inconvenience for those unaccustomed
to the brisk weather in the forested area around
the fall. On the flip side, winter is characterized
by cold temperatures, fog, and precipitation,

making it less suitable for travel. Nevertheless,
the remaining months of the year offer delightful
opportunities to experience the charm of this
region.There are many scenic falls and cascades
scattered throughout Iran. Certainly, they are not
amongst the world’s highest, wildest, or heaviest
waterfalls, but what makes them amazing is that
they are in a land where its climate mainly varies
between arid and semiarid ranges.

Khorasan’s Great Museum to showcase treasured ancient coins

TEHRAN - Acaptivating historical coin exhibition
is planned to open doors at the prestigious
Great Museum of Khorasan in the course of the
upcoming Persian New Year's holidays, Nowruz.

In a recent announcement, Khorasan Razavi’s
cultural heritage deputy chief shared insights
into the remarkable showcase, highlighting the
exquisite nature of these coins crafted from
gold, silver, and copper, with origins tracing back
an impressive 2,200 years.Mentioning Nowruz
as a great opportunity to visit the exhibition,
Ehsan Zohrevandi pointed to the rarity and
value of these hundreds of coins on display.
The official also outlined that the collection
encompasses a diverse array of historical periods,
including the Macedonian, Parthian, Sassanian,
Rashidun Caliphate, Umayyad, Abbasid, Fatimid
Egypt, Samanid, Ghaznavid, Albooyeh, Ayyubid,
Khwarazmian, Seljuk, Itkhanid, Timurid, Gorkani of
India, Qara Qoyunlu, Ottoman, Safavid, Afsharid,

Qajar, and Pahlavi eras.

According to the official, as the exhibition unfolds
every day starting from March,17, prospective visitors
have the opportunity to immerse themselves in this
fascinating journey through time.Operating hours
are from 9 am to 8 pm, inviting enthusiasts to
explore the historical richness at the Great Museum
of Khorasan, nestled within the scenic Koohsangi
Garden in Mashhad.In about 220 CE, the Sasanian
dynasty of Iran introduced the concept of thin flan
coins, issues that were struck in relief on both
sides. In order not to produce intolerable stresses
in the dies, since the thinner the material the more
force necessary to make it flow into the recesses
of the die’s design, the depth of relief on such
coins was of necessity much shallower than with
earlier currency. Such techniques spread by way of
Byzantium to northern Europe, where the emperor
Charlemagne struck thin flan deniers (small silver
coins), or pennies, which became characteristic of

Zarif in exclusive interview with Tehran Times:

Israel can defeat Arab armies but not Arab resistance

both his own and neighboring kingdoms.

The Muslim conquest of Persia, also known as
the Arab conquest of Iran, led to the fall of the
Sasanian Empire of Iran (Persia) in ca. 651 and the
eventual decline of the Zoroastrian religion. The
rise of Muslims coincided with an unprecedented
political, social, economic, and military weakness
in Persia. The conquering Muslims at first
mimicked the coinage of their predecessors. In the
western provinces, they issued gold and copper
pieces imitated from contemporary Byzantine
coins, modifying the cross on the reverse of the
latter somewhat to suit Muslim sensibilities. In
the eastern provinces, the Arab governors issued
silver dirhams that were copies of late Sasanian
coins (mostly of those of Khosrow II; with the
addition of short Arabic inscriptions on the margin
and often the name of the Arab governor in
Pahlavi; even the crude representation of the fire
altar was retained.

From page 3» We will now move to
the war in Ukraine. The Ukraine war
has increased Europe’s dependency
on Washington. Does that augur bad
for ties between Iran and Europe?

| think Ukraine was a securitization
trap laid by the United States against
Russia. the US. entrapped Russia in
order to reestablish its centrality for
European security. | think Europe is the
major loser in this and Ukraine was the
ultimate victim. Washington wanted
to trap Russia by sacrificing Ukraine
and restore European security de-
pendence on the United States. And
to some extent, it has succeeded.

In my opinion, Iran is an indepen-
dent player in this. We should not
allow the securitization of Russia to
include Iran. We are friends with Rus-

sia, but Russia does not participate
when Iran is being securitized, so we
do not want to fall victim to the secu-
ritization of Russia. We have to man-
age our relations with Europe and
Europe will see that it is in its inter-
est to have reasonable relations with
Iran. I'm not talking about fantastic
relations between Iran and Europe,
butit’s in the interest of both Iran and
Europe to have reasonable ties.

What is your assessment of the
2024 US. elections, and do you
think Biden has a better chance of
winning than Trump?

| don’t think we can tell who's go-
ing to be the president. We should
not discount either of the two can-
didates or maybe a third candidate
emerging in the future. We are still

several months away from the U.S.
elections and a lot of things can
happen during this period.

Right now, there is the possibili-
ty that Trump will regain the White
House though we should not con-
sider it certain. Biden still has a lot
of capabilities, and incumbency is his
greatest asset. Of course, his poli-
tics in Gaza has destroyed part of its
base, which brought him to office in
2020. He has understood that and
seems to be trying to repair it.

But the reality is that both Trump
and Biden have a reasonable chance of
being in the White House next January.

Some believe that if Trump gets
elected, we will hit rough waters while
many reckon that since Trump and
Biden's policies regarding Iran and the

JCPOA were essentially the same, it
does not matter who ends up in office.
Which group do you agree with?

| don’t agree with the assessment
that both Trump and Biden dealt with
JCPOA in the same way. But | also be-
lieve that if Trump were to come to
the White House, Iran would see more
difficult days, particularly in light of
what has happened in the last three
years of the Biden administration
and the closer cooperation between
Europe and the United States, some-
thing that we did not have during the
first Trump administration. This time
would be different. So, we need to
keep that in mind. But also, | believe
Iran is an important player, and Iran
will determine its future by its own
actions. We're not a subject of what
happens in Washington. We are our-

selves a player that has a role in not
only what happens in our region, but
even beyond the region.

My last question for you is about
the 25-year cooperation agreement
between Iran and China which was
inked during your tenure as the for-
eign minister. There has not been
much information on the agree-
ment. Can you please give us more
details and explain what has been
implemented so far?

China never publicizes its bilat-
eral agreements and it wanted us
to respect that. This is a bilateral
agreement and we could not have
acted unilaterally. But what | can
tell you is that it wasn’t a contract
or treaty. It was a roadmap, a road-
map that showed that Iran and Chi-

na wanted to continue to cooper-
ate in certain fields for the next 25
years. We simply specified the areas
in which we wanted to cooperate,
like in the Belt and Road Initiative,
in high technology, in the recon-
struction of the Gulf of Oman, and
investments in some Iranian indus-
tries. There were no commitments
and Iran did not allocate any sector
to the Chinese despite what was
said back then in the media.

| don't know how much of it has
been implemented but | can say that it
opened countless possibilities to both
sides. And | know that if implemented,
the 25-year cooperation agreement
will be in the interest of both Iran and
China as well as the region, and inter-
national peace and security.



Hepatitis B control program

TEHRAN - A national program
to control Hepatitis B will kick off
on September 22, IRNA quoted
the deputy health minister, Hos-
sein Farshidi, as saying on Tues-
day

Hepatitis B is a viral infection
that attacks the liver and can
cause both acute and chronic dis-
ease.

The acute disease can be treat-
ed without the need for medica-
tions. However, chronic infection
usually puts people at high risk
of death from cirrhosis and liver
cancer.

The best and most effective
way to prevent Hepatitis B is to
get vaccinated.

Hepatitis C to be eliminated in
2 years

The ministry of health is plan-
ning to eradicate hepatitis C
across the country within a period
of 2 to 3 years.

If the necessary budget is pro-
vided, we will eliminate hepatitis
within two to three years,” ISNA
quoted Shahnam Arshi, a health
ministry official, as saying.

Universities of medical sci-
ence have put the eradication of
hepatitis C in the spotlight, he
stressed.

An estimated 200,000 people
in the country are infected with
hepatitis C, Arshi noted, adding
that the ministry has been im-
porting diagnosis kits for identi-
fying patients.

In August 2023, Saeid Karimi,
the deputy health minister, said
that free treatment for hepatitis
C is provided for patients in the

to be |mplemented

country.

“We hope to eliminate hepatitis
C from the country with insur-
ance coverage and other efficient
measures,” IRNA quoted Karimi as
saying.

“To be able to do so, many pa-
tients have been diagnosed and
registered in the [treatment] sys-
tems,” he added.

So far, some 600 patients
under insurance coverage have
been treated free of charge, he
noted.

Iran is planning to provide free
diagnosis and treatment services
to people who are suffering from
hepatitis and eradicate the dis-
ease by 2030.

Diagnosis of the disease un-
der the health network is free
for all, and treatment is also
free for financially vulnerable
families.

In the year 1400 (ended in
March 2022), some 14,500 pa-
tients were treated and in the
previous year (ended in March
2023), some 16,500 patients were
treated in the country.

Pneumococcal vaccination of
babies

A national program for pneu-
mococcal vaccination of babies
under 12 months of age started
on February 19.

The program was officially
launched in the city of Bandar
Khamir, southern Hormozgan
province, IRNA reported.

The vaccination program to
combat pneumococcal has been
added to the country’s immuniza-
tion program, Pedram Pak-Aein,
an official with the ministry of
health, said.

[t will be implemented in sever-
al phases, with the priority given
to underdeveloped areas, he add-
ed.

Some 3.5 million doses of
pneumococcal vaccine have been
imported. In the first phase, the
vaccines will be distributed in
deprived areas of the southern
provinces of the country, the offi-
cial explained.

The vaccine prevents not only
the death of at least 1,500 chil-
dren every year but also pro-

tects thousands of other children
against bacterial infection caused
by the virus, he further noted.

Pak-Aein went on to say that
vaccination against rotavirus will
start in the calendar month start-
ing February 20 aiming to prevent
the hospitalization of 10,000 chil-
dren per year.

Knowledge-based companies
and domestic manufacturers will
soon produce both pneumococcal
and rotavirus vaccines and pres-
ent them to the market within the
next few months.

A national vaccination plan
aiming to combat rotavirus which
most notably cause diarrhea, was
said to be added to the country’s
immunization program on Janu-
ary 21.Rotavirus can cause severe
watery diarrhea, vomiting, fever,
and abdominal pain. Children who
get rotavirus disease can become
dehydrated and may need to be
hospitalized.

Babies can get three doses of
vaccine at the 2nd, 4th, and 6th
months of life. The vaccine is ad-
ministered by putting drops in
the child’s mouth, IRNA quoted
Mohsen Zahraei, the head of the
preventable diseases department
of the Ministry of Health, as say-
ing.

The pneumococcal vaccine
helps protect against some
types of bacterial infections that
can cause serious illnesses like
meningitis (an infection in the
brain and spinal cord) sepsis (a
life-threatening reaction to an in-
fection) pneumonia (an infection
in the lungs).

Health minister attending 7th SCO meeting

TEHRAN - A delegation headed by Health
Minister Bahram Einollahi is taking part in the
seventh meeting of health ministries of member
states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) in Kazakhstan.

Environmental health and safety of drinking
water are the main topics of the three-day event,
IRIB reported.

The health ministers of China, India,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, and the directors
of the European Region of the World Health
Organization are attending the meeting, as well.

Einollahi is scheduled to deliver a speech and
hold talks with Kazak Health Minister, Akmaral
Alnazarova, on ways to boost ties between the
two countries.

Iran reopens schools under

In the seventh meeting of the health
ministers of the member countries of the SCO,
three documents will be signed on promoting
cooperation on safe drinking water, and sewage
management, as well as adopting comprehensive
policies and basic measures to improve
healthcare in member states for 2025 to 2027.

On March 11, Pedram Pak-Aein, an official
with the ministry of health, said “Water safety
is a cross-border issue because it contributes to
many waterborne diseases,” IRIB reported.

He went on to stress the need for neighboring
countries’ cooperation to maintain water safety.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has been able to
identify, control, and manage the risk factors
that affect water safety, he added.

Attending the meeting in Kazakhstan, the
health minister will present Iran’s experiences,
achievements, and data in identifying factors
that pose a threat to water safety and the way to
control them and ensure water safety.

Einollahi will also meet the health ministers of
the member states to discuss ways to enhance
cooperation through conducting joint research,
exchanging professors and students, exporting
medicine and medical equipment, as well as

ENGLISH IN USE

strict health protocols

Over 15 million students attended schools nationwide on
Saturday for the new school year under strict health protocols
to protect teachers, staff, and students against the coronavi-

rus pandemic.

The opening bell of the new academic year was rung sym-
bolically by President Hassan Rouhani at a girls” high school in

downtown Tehran.

Mohsen Haji Mirzaei, Education Minister, symbolically at-

tended the virtual festival.

More than 15 million students started the new school year
in 116,000 schools across the country, Haji Mirzaei stated.

holding scientific and international conferences.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization is
a permanent intergovernmental international
organization established on June 15, 2001, in
Shanghai (PRC) by the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the People’s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Russian Federation, the Republic of
Tajikistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan.

In 2002, the Charter of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization was signed at the
meeting of the Council of Heads of States in
St. Petersburg, which entered into force on
September19,2003. Itis a statute that stipulates
the goals, principles, structure, and major areas
of activities of the organization.

The goals of the SCO are to strengthen mutual
trust, friendship, and good-neighborliness
between the Member States; to encourage
effective cooperation between the Member
Statesinsuch spheres as politics, trade, economy,
science and technology, culture, education,
energy, transport, tourism, environmental
protection.

It also aims to jointly ensure and maintain
peace, security, and stability in the region; and
promote a new democratic, fair, and rational
international political and economic order.
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Straight Truth

‘Stand tall against brutal debarment of
innocent women and children in Gaza’

From page 1 » Elsewhere in her remarks,
Khazali said that the Zionist terrorists,
backed by certain veto holders, are carry-
ing out an excruciating genocide, namely
the Gaza Holocaust. “This will have ram-
ifications for the United Nations which is
expected to serve as an anchor point and
haven for nations.”

The full text of Khazali’s speech is as fol-
lows:

Today, as we gather here to share the
headway our countries have made in ad-
vancing women’s affairs, Palestinian wom-
en are struggling to survive a relentless
genocide. In the past 5 months or so alone,
over 30,000 Palestinians, including 22,000
women and children, have been murdered,
3,000 women have been widowed, and
children have been orphaned by thousands.

According to a UN Women report, an av-
erage of two Palestinian mothers are killed
every single hour. Also, more than 126 jour-
nalists and media workers have been killed.

Ladies and Gentlemen;

Our meeting is convened to address pov-
erty alleviation for women. Yet, concomi-
tant with it, the United Nations is warning
of imminent famine in Gaza.

A UN Women rapid assessment found
that more than 84 percent of the women
who were questioned have said their fam-
ily eats half what they did before the war

The Zionist terrorists,
backed by certain
veto holders,
are carrying out
an excruciating
genocide.

broke out in Gaza and indicated that at
least one of their family members has had
to skip meals during the past week.

In 95 percent of those cases, mothers
are the ones going without food, skipping
at least one meal to feed their children.

Gaza has registered the UN’s highest-ev-
er recorded population falling on the verge
of starvation, to say nothing of the ago-
nizing scenes before the very eyes of the
earth dwellers of shooting children who had
queued in the hopes of getting their share of
food aid.

A staggering 10 out of 12 women'’s organi-
zations surveyed in Gaza have reported that
due to the impact of the genocidal policies of
theIsraeli regime and their blockade over im-
ports of basic food needs, less than 1 percent
of the allocated aid reaches people.

Dear Audiences,

Let us join hands and set out for this
meeting’s out-turn to be that of immedi-
ate delivery of food to the hunger-strick-
en, oppressed population in Palestine
and to stand tall against this brutal de-
barment of innocent women and children.

And just like we strive for the elimination
of poverty from the face of our own coun-
tries, let us regard the pain of all women as
ours. As, Sa’adi, this world-renowned Per-
sian poet, once said:

Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul,

If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy shall remain.

Providing relief aid to the hungry and the
wounded is nothing more than the bare min-
imum.

Still, the truth of the matter is that the
true face and nature of the illegal colonial-
ism-born occupation have now been ex-
posed to millions of people the world over
and they know for a fact that the Zionist
terrorists, backed by certain veto holders,
are carrying out an excruciating genocide,
namely the Gaza Holocaust.

This will have ramifications for the United
Nations which is expected to serve as an an-
chor point and haven for nations.

Today, the free-spirited people of the world

expect that a regime responsible for long de-
cades of forced displacement, aggression,
and massacre of millions of women and chil-
dren has no place in the United Nations Com-
mission on the Status of Women.

Therefore, on behalf of the powerful wom-
en of Iran and in one voice with the resistant
and pacifist women, | urge the revocation of
the membership of the terrorist Israeli re-
gime to this Commission

At this time, as | move on to the second
part of my remarks, | would like to give you
a report on the endearing Iran and how its
powerful community of women has been
able to take long strides towards the elimi-
nation of deprivation as we have witnessed
their pacey progress in the years since the
victory of the Islamic Revolution.

It is owing to this independence and
self-sufficiency that today in my country
the pregnancy-related maternal mortal-
ity rate has dropped to as low as 23 per
100,000 live births; All Iranian pregnant
and nursing women and children under
7 years of age enjoy free-of-charge in-
surance coverage; Quality healthcare
is readily accessible and is provided in
abundance to not only my fellow coun-
try women but also immigrant and ref-
ugee women, earning Iran’s universities
of medical sciences a top status in pro-
vision of such services. Another gain is
the growth of gender justice in education
recording a high of 97 percent; Sixty per-
cent of our teachers and 40 percent of
our specialist doctors are women; Fur-
ther, in the course of the past two years
alone, the number of licenses issued to
women-owned home-based businesses
and employment loans granted to wom-
en have seen a whopping 25-fold hike and
women’s employment opportunities saw
a 2 percent rise last year.

In another attempt to eliminate depriva-
tion, we embarked on a program last year
distributing free-of-cost ‘food baskets’
to pregnant women and children of lower
income deciles with the aim to contribute
to supplying their nutritional needs and
ensuring their development in accordance
with the growth standards and guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Health.

At the Vice-Presidency for Women’s and
Family Affairs, we attach priority to nutri-
tional education and the promotion of fam-
ily health. In this regard, our Working Group
on Health and Population has already be-
gun to educate the families and students of
10 provinces.

In conclusion, by adopting a universal,
divine, and humanitarian perspective, |
underline the need for immediate action
to eradicate poverty and starvation of
the oppressed Palestinian women and |
should like to remind you that women'’s
allegiance to resistance is ever-lasting
while they are rapidly being drained of
trust in international organizations.

The Commission on the Status of
Womenis a functional commission of
the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), one of the main UN or-
gans within the United Nations. CSW has
been described as the UN organ promot-
ing gender equality and the empower-
ment of women.

This year, the event is taking place un-
der the priority theme, “Accelerating the
achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls by
addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender
perspective”.

On Friday, Kazem Gharibabadi, sec-
retary of Iran’s High Council for Human
Rights, demanded that Israel should be
expelled from the UN Commission on the
Status of Women.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A king’s friend is like one riding a lion. The people envy him and wish to
be in his place, but he himself is well aware of his dangerous position.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:14

Evening: 18:28 Dawn: 4:53 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:16 (tomorrow)

New publication explores southern

Iranian dialects

TEHRAN- A book focusing on the dialects of
Bandar Mahshahr, a port city in the southwestern
Khuzestan province, has recently been published.

Authored by Iranian scholar and literatus
Ebrahim Qeisari, the book is a comprehensive
collection and dictionary of the dialect spoken by
the people of Mahshahr.Entitled “Tangareh”, the
book has been released in two volumes by Now
Nevesht Publications based in Khuzestan province.

Qeisari highlighted that the book delves into
the language and culture of the local population,
stating, “In this publication, | delve into the dialect
and spoken language of the people of Bandar
Mahshahr, my ancestral homeland, and its ties to
classical Persian language.”

Touching upon the structure of the book, Qeisari
noted that he has meticulously organized the
vocabulary, words, and common expressions used
by the city’s residents over the past century in
alphabetical order.

He explained that each entry in this cultural

reference work is dedicated to a specific word or
term, followed by a phonetic transcription and its
Persian translation.

To facilitate comprehension, he integrated the
words into local sentences, transcribing them
again and providing the meanings in Persian.

Furthermore, in his exploration of the words,
Qeisari delved into the customs, traditions,
games, songs, occupations, historical events,
and geographic features of Bandar Mahshahr
in a detailed manner, aiming to present a vivid
depiction of the city’s contemporary life that is
gradually fading from memory.

Concluding his remarks, Qeisari underlined
that the book serves as a valuable historical
record for the city’s residents, establishing itself
as a trusted reference in the realms of Khuzestan
and Mahshahr studies. Most significantly, he
emphasized its role as a source for the younger
generation to connect with their recent history
and native language.

Iranian animations on screen at

MONSTRA festival

TEHRAN-Three Iranian short animations
are being screened in different sections of the
23rd edition of MONSTRA, Lisbon Animation
Festival, which is underway in the Portuguese
capital.

“Being Ten” directed by Fatemeh Jafari,
“Dezkak” by Azad Maroufi and “Our Uniform”
by Yeganeh Moghaddam are on screen at the
festival, ILNA reported on Tuesday.

Aproduction by the Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults
(IIDCYA), “Being Ten” is about a father and his
ten-year-old son who live in a lonely cottage
in the middle of a dense wood. The father, a
hunter, spares one of his prizes and brings it
home as a present for his son. What, at first,
was just a plaything forever will change the
young boy'’s life.

“Dezkak” narrates the tale of a creature

residing in a timeless location far from
civilization, sustaining itself by consuming
the souls and bodies of children. A young girl
is chosen to empower the creature, but upon
discovering her fate, she makes the decision
to flee.

In “Our Uniform,” an Iranian girl recalls
school-age memories through the wrinkles
and fabrics of her old uniform, quite literally.
Rather than using paper, canvas, or a digital
medium, Moghaddam painted directly on the
cloth used for making school uniforms to
tell the story of a character who dreams of a
better future.

MONSTRA, Lisbon Animation Festival, is
a unique event that serves as a platform
for animated films to intersect with various
media and arts.

The event will come to an end on March 17.

Cartoon of Day

Ramadan in Gaza
Cartoonist: Mahmoud Rifai from Jordan

Art and Experience Cinema Group
welcomes Nowruz with new films

B = gy,

FADING DREAM

TEHRAN-Two feature films
and five short flicks will be
screened in the selected cinemas
supervised by the Art and
Experience Cinema Group across
the country for Nowruz, the
Iranian New Year.

“The Writer Is Dead” directed
and produced by Shahab
Hosseini and “The Doll” by
Asghar Yousefinejad are the two
feature films, the screening of
which will start on Wednesday, a
week before the beginning of the
Persian New Year, ILNA reported.

The short film package
includes “Morse” written and
directed by Ronak Jafari, “Don’t
Breathe” by Milad Nasimsobhan,
“Fading Dream” by Armin
Etemadi, “Spasm” by Sahra
Asadollahi, and “Meatophile” by
Farid Haji.

Art and Experience Cinema
Group started its activity
from October 2014, to be an
opportunity  for  theatrical
distribution  of  worthwhile
arthouse movies chosen from
non-commercial ones, to
demonstrate the brilliance of
their creators in the cinema
community.

Its nationwide screenings,
cultural events, and workshops
also makes a profound impact
towards  improving  Iranian
filmgoer’s knowledge regarding
movies as well as flourishing
artistic aspects of Iranian
cinema.

“The Writer Is Dead” is about
a famous actress who plans to
direct her first movie after many
years of acting.

The script of the movie was
written by a young writer who
didn’t have much experience in
the industry. Now, after a year
of working, the script is ready
and should become a movie, but
right at this time, the author has

a proposal that will completely
change the work path of both.

Made in the U.S, the film has
Gia Mora and James Wagner in
the cast. A production of 2022, it
has sao far won some awards at
international festivals.

Hosseini, 50, is best known
for his collaborations with
Iranian Academy Award-winning
director Asghar Farhadi in “About
Elly” (2009), “A Separation”
(2011), and “The Salesman”
(2016). His accolades include a
Cannes Film Festival Award for
Best Actor, a Silver Bear for Best
Actor, and a Crystal Simorgh for
Best Actor among many others.
He made his first feature film in
2014. Since then, he has directed
four more films.

“The Doll” revolves around
Ayoub, a rather old man, who
decides to re-marry, after
40 years of married life with
Shamsi, who is lost suspiciously.
However, not a single member
of the family can accept such a
marriage.

The bride is Roya, the young
nurse who was taking care of
Ayoub’s disabled son and then
fired by Shamsi, now the lost
wife.

Parastoo Fanid, Firouz Agheli,
Soyel Shirgir, Nasser Hashemi,
Fatemeh Esmaili, Reza Bagheri,
Hassan Babazadeh, Vahid Shirzad,
Rogayeh Zareiun, Amin Haji Akbari,
and Reza Abpak are in the cast of
Yousefinejad’s second and last
feature film as he passed away
after the completion of the film.

The 25-minute drama
“Morse” is about three ex-
political prisoners, all of them
once sentenced to death, who
gather to summon the ghost
of Khosrow, one of their old
comrades. It's said that Khosrow
had committed suicide in prison,
but now would they find a way to

the truth in their reunion?

A 2022 production, the movie
has Hadi Hejazifar, Saman
Saffari, Salman Farkhondeh,
Sahra Asadollahi and Hooman
Rahnamoon in the cast.

Ronak Jafari, 34, made her first
work, a one-minute film, at the
age of 19. The film entered local
festivals and brought her awards
and recognition. Since then, she
has made eight documentaries
and two short films.

“Morse” was premiered at the
38th Tehran International Short
Film Festivalin 2021, where itwon
the best film and best director
awards. In the past two years,
it has been screened in several
other local and international film
festivals as well.

In the short fantasy “Don’t
Breathe” the ruling power,
in order to exert tyranny and
increase oppression, has done
something to its dissenters so
that when they breathe they
exhale smoke, and the agents
must take such people into
custody wherever they find them.

Unaware of the law, a man
meets one of the dissidents and
it changes the course of his life,
so he decides to immigrate with
the dissident to a better land for
a better life.

The 20-minute short “Fading
Dream” shows a talented woman,
Sima, who was punished by her
father for drawing a suggestive
painting in the art class as a
teenager; as a result, she gives
up painting forever.

Now at 35, she imagines herself
as a successful painter at her
boring workplace. She goes back
to that particular day in her past
and tries to forgive her father.

The film portrays the life of
a woman who is involved in a
serious crisis with her father.

Throughout the movie, the
woman tries to forgive her father
and get over this memory by
rehabilitating that unpleasant
day and also by dreaming about
her unfulfilled life again and
again. In fact, nurturing this
dream inside, is the woman’s
unconscious act to heal the
dark side of her childhood; that
ultimately leads to a heroic
forgiveness.

Elaheh Bakhshi plays the
role of Sima and Elina Sattari
performs as the Teenage Sima
in the movie that was made in
2023.

Etemadi, 34, got his M.Sc. degree
in Mechanical Engineering from
Sharif University of Technology
in 2015. Afterwards he embarked
on cinema studies and completed
a full course on filmmaking at
the Iranian Youth Cinema Society
(IYCS) and got his master of
filmmaking degree. There he
directed some experimental and
student short films.

His first professional short
film named “The Woman Who
Laughs” (2021) won three
international awards and was
officially selected for up to 12
international  film  festivals.
He is also into writing about
cinema and women studies.
He collaborated with Zanan-e
Emrooz (Modern Women), the
only professional magazine
in Iran exclusively for Iranian
women’s issues.

“Spasm,” running for 25
minutes, depicts a girl who
dreams of acting since childhood,
like a horse that wants to be the
first in all competition. Director
Asadollahi also plays in the
movie along with Tino Salehi

“Meatophile” narrates the
story of an old overweight cook,
who works at a college kitchen,
and steals lamb meat.

Quranic comics: illustrated tales of faith

Frome Page 1 »As a Muslim artist, Tabatabai
has always been interested in creating art
works with religious themes. From a young
age, he channeled his creative energies into
crafting illustrations with rich narratives and
profound messages.

As his exposure to the wider world of art
increased, he was faced with the reality that
even in his religious society, art represented
many aspects of human life — except religion.
Therefore, as an artist inspired by Islam,
Tabatabai chose to communicate his faith
through his artwork.

Inan interview with Tehran Times, Tabatabai,
the founder of SalamComics, expressed that
he does not believe in “art for art’s sake”
and believes that religion should always be
present in art as one of the aspects of human
life.

“All human aspects such as love and
sometimes sexual issues are mentioned in the
art works, but there is no trace of religion”

he explained that before he followed this
style of comics and infographics, he first
published a collection of short stories in
English on social media.

“Through these stories, | received a series
of illustration work orders as a freelancer,
and while completing them, | decided to
create a collection for myself because | was
interested in illustrating my own ideas. The
quickest method was to produce a series
of one-page posters, and this marked the
beginning of these infographic books. Each
poster contained a topic from the Quran that
| illustrated and shared on social media,” he
added.

“After some time, in 2019, | went to the
Comic-Con exhibition in Dubai, and it was
there that | decided for the first time to make
these Quran-oriented posters into a book,” he
explained.

“Quranic Infographics: A Collection of
[llustrations Inspired bythe Quran”and “Hadith
Infographics: A Collection of Illustrations
Inspired by the Hadith” are Tabatabaei’s two
published books. The first book is a collection
of illustrations inspired from the verses of
the Holy Quran and the second book contains
thought provoking illustrations with authentic
narrations of Prophet Muhammed (PBUH).

“The primary audience for these comics
and infographic books is teenagers. We
sent approximately eight to nine thousand
copies of the two books to over 25 countries
worldwide. Some countries showed a greater
reception, including East Asian countries,
England, the United States, and Canada. Our
audience ranged from six to 40 years old,” he
noted.

Tabatabai pointed out that he received
overwhelmingly positive feedback about his
works. “One of our readers was a seven-year-
old child in India who carried the book with
him and explained it to his friends. A reader
from America mentioned that upon receiving
the book in the mail, their child remained in
the parking lot. The child read the entire book
before returning to the house”

He highlighted that some religious schools,
both Shia and Sunni, incorporated these books
into their curriculum. “80 percent of our
audience consisted of Sunnis”

Tabatabai stated that his main audience

=

was Muslims living in other countries, but he
wrote the books from the beginning in such a
way that non-Muslims could also use them.

To express religious concepts in his book,
Tabatabai has used the illustrations in
different art styles from around the world -
Japanese, Chinese, Indian, Persian and from
various historic eras-prehistoricand medieval.

“On one page of the book, | had designed
the verses of the Quran about Maryam (AS)
in the style of Gothic architecture found in
church windows. A new Muslim purchased
the poster of that page and displayed it to his
non-Muslim parents,” he explained.

The founder of SalamComics mentioned
that his two books have been translated
into Spanish, Danish and Italian. A Malay
translation has also been done but has not yet
been published. Tabatabai also said that these
two books will soon be translated into Persian
by an Iranian publication.

He expressed that they are still working on
expanding the sales of these books and making
new volumes. ““Names of Allah Infographics’ is
also the third book which is our next project,”
he concluded.
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