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U.S. should be wary, of Israell adventtrism asiian gears up for'retaliation

& IRNA/ Kazem Ghane

A citizen who visited the family of Br/gad/er Genera[ Mohammad Reza Zahedi in Isfahan on Tuesday, Apr// 2 holds a photo of the martyr general along with Hezbollah chief Sayyed Hassan Nasra//ah '

Who was General Zahedi?

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Zahedi
was a respected military leader who stood shoulder-
to-shoulder with distinguished commanders during his
lifetime. His dedication and tireless service to his country
commenced at the young age of 20, with the outbreak of
the Iran-Irag war.

Born in November 1960 to a religious family in Esfahan,

Zahedi’s early interest in Islamic teachings and literature
led him to become acquainted with lmam Khomeini.
Engaging in Iran’s struggle against the Shah, Zahedi,
alongside millions of other Iranians, played a role in the

1979 Islamic Revolution that brought independence to Iran

while he was still in his teenage years.

Following the establishment of the Islamic Republic,
Zahedi faced new challenges as he joined Iranian forces
in confronting Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, who had
initiated a brutal and relentless war against Iran. During
this period, Zahedi interacted with prominent Iranian
military leaders such as General Hossein Kharrazi, known
as the commander of the “Lion Frontier” and General

Ahmad Kazemi, who greatly contributed to Iran’s liberation

and security throughout the Iran-Irag war and after the
conflict.

UNSC to convene after
Israeli airstrikes on Iranian
diplomatic facilities in Syria

TEHRAN - The UN Security Council will convene an open
session on Tuesday following Russia’s request regarding
Monday’s Israeli airstrike on Iran’s diplomatic facility in
Syria.

Dmitry Polyanskiy, Russia’s First Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN, announced this decision.

The airstrike in Damascus’'s Mezzeh district resulted
in the deaths of seven military advisors from the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC). Iranian officials have
vowed a decisive response, viewing it as a violation of
international obligations.

In response to the airstrike, Iran called on the UN
Security Council to condemn the attack in a letter to UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and UNSC President
Vanessa Frazier. Iran’s mission to the United Nations urged
denunciation of the Israeli regime’s “heinous and abhorrent
terrorist attack” that claimed the lives of seven military
advisors from the IRGC.

The letter underscored that the strike violated the United

Nations Charter, international law, and the principle of the
inviolability of diplomatic and consular premises.

World condemns Israeli strike on
Iranian embassy in Damascus

TEHRAN - International condemnation surged following
the attack on the Iranian consulate in Syria on Monday, as
nations worldwide voiced outrage over the Israeli airstrike.

The Israeli airstrike, which took place in Damascus'’s
Mezzeh district on Monday, resulted in the deaths of seven
military advisors from the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC). Iranian officials have vowed a decisive response
to what they described as a violation of international
obligations and conventions.

The assault drew sharp rebukes from governments and
foreign ministries, citing violations of international law and
diplomatic norms.

Russia says Israeli attack is ‘act of aggression,,
requests UNSC meeting

The Russian embassy in Tehran issued a statement
expressing deep shock and outrage over the attack,
emphasizing its violation of international law, particularly
the Vienna Convention safeguarding diplomatic and
consular premises.

Russia’s foreign ministry also condemned Israel’s actions
as unacceptable and urged the Israeli leadership to halt
provocative military actions in Syria and neighboring

countries.
» Page 2-3

Iran’s annual foreign
trade exceeds $153b

TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s foreign trade
including oil and technical engineering ser-
vices reached $153.17.8 billion in the last Ira-
nian calendar year 1402 (ended on March 19),
the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA) said.

According to Mohammad Rezvanifar, the
value of the Islamic Republic’s trade with
the partners in the previous year increased
by 2.6 percent compared to the same period
last year, Tasnim News Agency reported.

The official put the country’s non-oil ex-
ports, excluding exports of electricity, crude
oil, and techno-engineering services, at
136.4 million tons worth $49.33 billion which
shows a 9.82 percent rise in terms of ton-
nage and an 8.87 percent decline in terms of
value.

Iran exported $35.87 billion of crude oil,
$370 million of electricity, and $1.293 billion
of technical engineering services in the men-
tioned year, according to Rezvanifar.

According to him, during this period, 48.8
million tons of petrochemical products
worth $19.4 billion were also exported, which
shows a decrease of 11.32 percent and 28.59
percent in terms of weight and value, re-
spectively.

During this period, liquefied natural gas
with $3.9 billion, liquefied propane with
$3.62 billion, and bitumen-oil with $2.19 bil-
lion were Iran’s top exported items. » Page 4

Israel playing with fire

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Concerns over an all-out war
between Israel and Hezbollah have once
again been pushed to the forefront as the re-
gime intensifies attacks and rhetoric against
Lebanon.

Israel and the Lebanese resistance move-
ment have been exchanging fire since the re-
gime launched war on the Gaza Strip in early
October.

Hezbollah has stressed that its attacks
against Israeli positions won't stop unless
Tel Aviv ends its brutal onslaught on Gaza.

Nearly six months after waging war on
Gaza, Israel has turned a blind eye to inter-
national calls to bring an end to its assault
on the besieged Palestinian territory which
has so far claimed the lives of 33,000 people.

Also, some 300 people, including around
50 civilians, have been killed in Israeli air
strikes and shelling in Lebanon since Octo-
ber 8. That is a day after Israel launched its
genocidal war on Gaza.

Israel has targeted both United Nations
peacekeepers, UNIFIL, and the Lebanese army.

Israeli media revealed on Tuesday that a
meeting was held last week to present war
minister Yoav Gallant with how best to pre-
pare Israelis for a full-blown war against
Hezbollah.

On Friday, Gallant also affirmed the re-
gime’s intention to expand the military cam-
paign against Hezbollah and increase the
rate of attacks in the north.» Page 5

“Tears of

Gaza’: the
unseen reality

of Israel’s oppression

By Ali Hamedin

TEHRAN-Gaza is a land that has
experienced the relentless oppression of the
Israeli regime for generations. The small strip
of land in the occupied Palestinian territories
is home to numerous tragic and terrifying
memories, making it the focus of many
documentaries over the years.

One of these documentaries is “Tears of
Gaza,” directed by Norwegian actress and
film director Vibeke Lokkeberg, which was
released in 2010. The documentary is an
internationally acclaimed work that delves
into the reality of Israel's brutal war against
Gaza in 2008.» Page 8
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Israeli military
- bombs foreign aid
convoy

By Ali Karbalaei

TEHRAN- An Israeli airstrike
has killed at least half a dozen
foreign nationals attempting to
deliver life-saving aid to northern
Gaza where large parts of the
population are facing famine.

The victims, who were all
volunteers for the international
charity, World Central Kitchen
(WCK), have been identified as
being nationals from Poland,
Australia, Britain, and an
American-Canadian citizen.

The Associated Press has cited
hospital records as saying those
killed include three Britons, one
Australian, one Polish, and an
American-Canadian citizen. » Page 5

Tranquility amidst history:
Jameh Mosque welcomes
travelers to Semnan

By Afshin Maijlesi
TEHRAN - In the heart of the ancient city of
Semnan, where the whispers of the Silk Road
still echo through time, lies a jewel of Islamic
architecture, a testament to centuries of cultural
exchange and spiritual devotion.

Jameh Mosque of Semnan is an enchanting
destination that offers travelers to discover one of
Iran's earlier mosques.

As the sun begins its ascent over the rugged
horizon, casting a golden glow upon the
labyrinthine alleys of the ancient bazaar, visitors
find themselves drawn toward the grandeur of the
Jameh Mosque.

Stepping through the centuries-old archways,
they are transported back in time to an era of
empires and dynasties, where faith and artistry
intertwine to create architectural marvels that
stand the test of time. » Page 6
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The embassies of the Zionist regime

should not be safe!

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

In a note, Kayhan discussed the attack of the
Zionist regime on the consulate of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Damascus and the martyrdom
of some IRGC military advisers in Syria. It wrote:
America, England, and the Zionist regime have
repeatedly pointed out the Islamic Republic of
Iran as the main enemy of Israel and declared
the current war, which has marked Israel’s
deteriorating conditions, was formed and is being
followed by the management and support of
Islamic Iran. The Zionists, who are approaching the
downfall with a rapid movement these days and
are seeing the end of their life, have attacked the
Iranian consulate in Damascus. This move clearly
shows that the Zionist criminals have reached
a rock bottom and are doing everything they
can. Contrary to the laws known in international
law, the Zionist regime has launched a military
attack on the Iranian consulate in a third country,
therefore, based on the principle of retaliation, it
is the indisputable right of Islamic Iran to attack
the embassies and consulates of the fake Israeli
regime in any other country. The United Nations,
which has recognized the Zionist regime, must
respect this right in international law and support
Iran’s attack on the diplomatic centers of the fake
Israeli regime.

Iran: False claim by Reuters

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper addressed
the claim of Reuters about the recent deadly attack
on a concert hall in Moscow and said: This news
agency claimed that Iran had informed Russia
of the possibility of a major terrorist operation
in this country without specifying the exact
time and purpose. Also, according to Reuters,
since Iran itself has been a victim of terrorist
attacks for years, the Iranian authorities fulfilled
their obligations to warn Moscow based on the
information obtained from the arrested terrorists.
But no Moscow official has yet confirmed this new
claim by Reuters.

This British news agency has a history of
falsifying news about Iran and Russia, and its
claims in this regard are considered invalid
until official authorities confirm them because
Dmitry Peskov, the spokesman for the Russian
presidential palace, said that Moscow had not
received any information related to the security
threat from Iran before this attack.

Arman-e-Melli: The Iran of 2015, is not the
Iran of 2024

Arman-e-Melli wrote in an article: Rafael Grossi,
the Director General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, repeated his previous claims and
considered diplomacy “inevitable” to resolve the
Iran nuclearissue. He stated that the issue of Iran’s
nuclearprogramis “very complicated.” By bringing
up Iran’s internal issues and alleged human rights
violations and Iran’s military aid to Russia for the
Ukraine war, the Western parties have brought the
negotiations to a deadlock. Nevertheless, Iran has
repeatedly emphasized that it is ready to finalize a
“good agreement” in Vienna to cancel all sanctions,
which is in line with Iran’s national interests if the
Western parties show the necessary goodwill and
political will. But according to Grossi, the reality is
that the Iran of 2015 is not the Iran of 2024. While
the IAEA director general’s concern about the level
of uranium enrichment in Iran is emphasized, the
Iranian officials have repeatedly emphasized that
the production and use of nuclear weapons has no
place in Iran’s defense program and the nature of
Iran’s nuclear program is purely peaceful.

Javan: Proving the historical claim of the
Islamic revolution against Western civilization

In an analysis, Javan discussed the proving of
Iran’s ideology towards Western human rights
and said: The historical claim of the Islamic
Revolution against Western civilization and its
main slogan, human rights, which it considered
fake and dishonest, was proved in the way of
facing the West with the Gaza issue. The Islamic
Revolution had a clear case against the West. The
West claimed the true human rights in the last
two hundred years. However, the case of Gaza
was proof of the West’s human rights claims being
fake, something that could not be proven with
any other means. In fact, the West lost, it even
lost morality and humanity, and the blow that the
West delivered to its civilization in the Gaza war is
irreparable. Some experts officially said that the
claim of the Revolution and the Islamic Republic
against the West was proved like a mathematical
equation. If this truth had been proven in favor
of the West, they would not have allowed their
opponents to breathe for another hundred years,
but now no one wants them to be silent for the
next hundred years and only answer their false
claims of the past one hundred years.

Iran condemns Israeli attack on embassy,
vows to make regime regret crime

TEHRAN- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Republic of Iran condemns in the
strongest terms the illegitimate Israeli regime’s
missile attack on the consular section building
of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Damascus on the evening of Monday, April 1,
2024.

In a statement on Tuesday, the Iranian
Foreign Ministry stated that unfortunately, in
this targeted attack on a known diplomatic
venue, several anti-terrorism military advisors
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, all of whom
had diplomatic immunity and were present
at the iftar program during the holy month of
Ramadan in the building in question at the time
of the attack, were martyred.

Undoubtedly, this despicable and humiliating
attack violates the immunity of diplomatic
personnel and premises—notably the Embassy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Damascus—
and clearly violates international regulations,
including the 1961 Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations, the 1973 Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes
against Internationally Protected Persons,
Including Diplomatic Agents, and the United
Nations Charter. Hence, it is expected that
governments and international bodies will
express resentment against and strongly
condemn this heinous act of aggression and
violation of international law.

In this regard, it is expected that the United
Nations, especially the UN Security Council
and the Secretary-General of the world body,
will give a prompt and necessary reaction
to confront the illegal actions and violations
of international regulations by the Zionist
regime of Israel, which are deemed a threat to
international peace and security. They are also
expected to condemn and express resentment

against such criminal and terrorist activities.

This terrorist attack demonstrates the
desperation, helplessness, and strategic
disorientation of the Zionist regime as a result
of its military, political, and moral failures in the
Gaza Strip after six months of a cruel, criminal
war, which failed to achieve any victory against
the resistance movements as well as the patient
and resilient Palestinian nation.

It is clear that the Zionists, having failed to
bring an end to the prowess exhibited by the
resistance in the Gaza Strip, are now resorting
to desperate and humiliating attempts to bug
out of their political and international isolation.

Now, after the massacre of tens of thousands
of Palestinian women, children, and innocent
civilians, and the failure to achieve its stated
objectives in relation to both the Palestinian
nation and resistance movements, the Israeli
regime is dangerously and unwisely attempting
to expand the domain of war in the region and
disrupt peace, making regionaland international
security a victim of its evil and warlike desires.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will forcefully
and wisely make the aggressor and lame-
duck Zionist regime regret its latest crime.
This illegitimate regime will never escape the
inevitable defeat by resorting to such heinous
crimes.

Simultaneously,  while ~ warning  the
international community about the adventurous
activities of the fake Israeli regime to expand the
scope of the war beyond the occupied Palestinian
territories, the Islamic Republic of Iran holds
the usurping Zionist regime responsible for the
consequences and repercussions of the criminal
attack launched on its diplomatic mission in
Damascus.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Israel’s heinous crime will not go
unanswered: Raisi

TEHRAN-  Iranian  President
EbrahimRaisisays Israelhasresorted
to indiscriminate assassinations
after back-to-back failures in the
face of the resistance, warning that
the regime’s latest crime against
[ranian military advisers in Syria “will
not go unanswered.”

Raisi made the remarks in a
statement released on Tuesday, a
day after Israeli airstrikes destroyed
Iran’s  consulate  building in
Damascus and killed seven military
advisors of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC).

He condemned Israel’s “inhumane
invasion” as a “flagrant violation
of international regulations” and
extended condolences to the Iranian
nation over the martyrdom of the
IRGC advisors.The usurping Zionist
regime, he added, has committed
another “terrorist crime” and stained
its “dirty hands” with the blood of
several Iranian generals and officers.

“After repeated defeats and
failures in the face of the faith
and will of the Resistance Front
fighters, the Zionist regime has put
indiscriminate  assassinations on
its agenda in the struggle to save
itself, but it should know that it will
never achieve its sinister goals with
such inhumane actions,” the Iranian
chief executive said‘Day by day,
Israel will witness the strengthening
of the resistance front and the
disgust and hatred of free nations
towards its own illegitimate nature.
This cowardly crime will not go
unanswered.”

1w

Israeli warplanes bombed the
[ranian consulate, situated next to
the embassy building in Damascus’s
Mezzeh  district, on  Monday
afternoon.

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps named Brigadier General
Mohammad Reza  Zahedi, a
commander of the IRGC’s Quds Force
and his deputy General Mohammad
Hadi Haji Rahimi as among the
martyrs of the terrorist attack.

Iranian officials have vowed a firm
response to the Israeli crime that
violated all international obligations
and conventions.

Israel to face severe punishment
for attack on Damascus mission:

speaker
Iranian  Parliament  Speaker
Mohammad  Bagher  Ghalibaf

strongly condemns the deadly
Israeli airstrike on Iran’s consulate
in the Syrian capital Damascus,
warning that the occupying entity
will receive “severe punishment” for
the terrorist attack.In a message of
condolence issued early on Tuesday,
Ghalibaf said the naked aggression
that saw the cold-blooded killing of
a number of “brave and courageous”
[ranian  military ~ commanders
further exposes the viciousness and
brutality of the Israeli regime.

It also demonstrates the
weakness, helplessness and
desperation of the usurping Zionist
entity in the face of the resilience
and steadfastness of the resistance
factions that are operating across
the region, added the message.

“The ignorant leaders of the
usurping Israeli regime and their
advocates had better realize that
such vicious acts will not impact
the willpower of resistance fighters
who are seeking freedom, and their
aggressive and malicious moves will
be met with severe punishment,’

Ghalibaf pointed outThe Monday
attack resulted in the martyrdom of
Brigadier General Mohammad Reza
Zahedi, a commander of the Quds
Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC), his deputy, and
five of their accompanying officers.

Iran’s Ambassador to Damascus
Hossein Akbari confirmed that
the attack had resulted in the
martyrdom of seven people, but said
the exact number of the martyrs was
yet to be specified.

Reacting to the atrocity, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah resistance movement
said Martyr Zahedi’s “pure blood
will result in more determination
to resist and confront the arrogant
Israeli enemy’lt said the Israeli
regime would be “foolish” to believe
that such assassinations could
“stop the roaring tide of people’s
resistance,” noting that the crime
will not go unanswered, and the
enemy should await “punishment
and revenge’

The Gaza Strip-based Palestinian
resistance  movement of Hamas
also condemned the attack “in the
strongest terms.”

It called the attack “a flagrant
violation of international law, an
encroachment on the sovereignty of
both Syria and Iran and a dangerous
Zionist escalation.”

The movement demanded that
the United Nations Security Council

take “effective” action to stop the
regime’s aggression on the region,
“which adds fuel to the fire and
undermines international stability
and security””

U.S. should be held to account:
Iran FM

Iran’s foreign minister said, as the
Israeli regime’s biggest supporter,
the United States should be held
to account following the deadly
attack by Tel Aviv against the Iranian
consulate in the Syrian capital
Damascus.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian made
the remarks in a post on X, formerly
Twitter, in early Tuesday.

He said Iran's Foreign Ministry
had summoned the chargé d’affaires
of Switzerland, which represents
Washington’s interests in Tehran,
after the attack.

‘lmportant message’

“During the summons, the
dimensions of the Israeli regime’s
terrorist attack and crime were
explained, and the American
administration’s responsibility
underlined,” read the post by the
Iranian top diplomat.

“An important message
was relayed to the American
administration as the Zionist
regime’s supporter,” it noted. “The
United States should be held to
account.”

The US. has historically acted as
the regime’s biggest ally, providing
it with billions of dollars in terms
of military aid on an annual basis
and shielding Tel Aviv against

condemnatory  and  punitive
measures at the United Nations by
vetoing those measures.

Also on Monday, Amir Abdollahian
held a telephone conversation with
Hissein Brahim Taha, secretary-
general of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, urging the body
to issue an “appropriate reaction” to
the Israeli atrocity.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

World condemns Israeli strike on Iranian embassy in Damascus

From page 1 » Russia’s foreign ministry also
condemned lIsrael’s actions as unacceptable and
urged the Israeli leadership to halt provocative
military actions in Syria and neighboring countries.

Additionally, Moscow requested a UN Security
Council meeting regarding Monday’s Israeli
airstrike on Iran’s diplomatic facility in Syria,
whichis set to be convened on April 2nd.

China condemns Israel strike, opposes any
action that escalate tensions

China on Tuesday said it condemned Israeli
air strikes that destroyed the Iranian embassy’s
consular annex in Damascus, adding it opposed
“any actions that lead to an escalation of
tensions”.

“China condemns the attack,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said, adding, “the
security of diplomatic institutions cannot be
violated, and Syria’s sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity should be respected”.

Pakistan denounces the Israeli strike as
‘irresponsible’

Pakistan joined the chorus of condemnation,
denouncing the strike as “irresponsible” and a
“breach of Syria’s sovereignty, international law,
and the UN Charter.” Islamabad called on the UN
Security Council to intervene and prevent further
Israeli aggression in the region.The spokesperson
for the Pakistani ministry of foreign affairs

strongly condemned the terrorist attack by the
Zionist regime on the consular section of the
Iranian Embassy in Damascus, Syria, emphasizing
that the irresponsible actions of Israeli forces
could escalate tensions significantly in the region.
In a statement issued by Pakistan’s spokesperson
for the ministry of foreign affairs, the country
denounced the attack on the consular section of
the Iranian Embassy in Damascus, the capital of
Syria, as severely condemnable.

The statement read, “We extend our deepest
condolences to the families of the victims, as well
as to the people and government of Iran””

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch considered the Zionist
attack on the consular section of the Iranian
Embassy in Damascus a violation of Syria’s
sovereignty, contrary to international laws, and in
violation of the United Nations Charter.

She added, “This action also undermines the
stability and security of Syria’The Pakistani
spokesperson emphasized: “Attacks against
diplomats or diplomatic premises are also illegal
under the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations”

She stressed: “The irresponsible actions of
Israeli forces could lead to a significant escalation
in an already volatile region.”

Targeting of diplomatic facilities is violation
of international laws: Riyadh

Issuing a statement on Tuesday, Saudi Arabia’s
foreign ministry condemned an attack on Iran’s
consulate in the Syrian capital Damascus, saying
that Riyadh categorically rejects the targeting
of diplomatic facilities.Saudi Arabia rejected
targeting diplomatic facilities for any justification,
and under any pretext, which is a violation of
international diplomatic laws and the rules of
diplomatic immunity, the statement reads.

Qatar stands firm against terrorism,
condemns Israel for war crimes

Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in a
statement, condemned the targeting of the
Iranian embassy in Damascus and deemed it a
blatant violation of international conventions
and diplomatic normsThe Qatari statement
said, “Qatar emphasizes its complete opposition
to the targeting of diplomatic facilities and the
necessity of supporting them in accordance with
the rules of international law.’The statement
added, “The Qatari government completely
rejects the targeting of diplomatic and consular
representations and, while emphasizing the
need to support their staff based on the rules
of international law, once again declares its
firm position in rejecting violence and terrorism
regardless of their motives and reasons.”

Oman urges immediate cessation of Israeli
aggression

Oman’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs also said in
its statement, “We condemn the attack on the
Iranian consulate in Damascus and consider it a
violation of Syria’s sovereignty.”

Oman, in a statement issued by the country’s
ministry of foreign affairs, while emphasizing the
need to stop the escalation of tensions intheregion
and opposition to aggression and other actions
that threaten security and stability, extended
condolences to the families of the victims of the
attack on the Iranian consulate in Damascus and
wished speedy recovery to the injured.

UAE denounces the attack on
Consulate in Syria

The official Emirates News Agency (WAM) also
reported in this regard that the country condemned
the targeting of Iran’s diplomatic representation in
the Syrian capital in a brief statement issued by the
UAE ministry of foreign affairs.

Iranian

U.S. Iran envoy visits Azerbaijan amid Tehran-Baku thaw

TEHRAN - US. Deputy Special Envoy for Iran
Abram Paley paid a surprise visit to the Republic of
Azerbaijan, holding meeting with several officials
ahead of an anticipated restoration of Tehran-
Baku diplomatic relations.

Paley’s visit to the capital Baku was part of a
regional tour that included Georgia and Armenia
as well. “Constructive trip to the South Caucasus,
where | met with senior officials and the private
sector to discuss the Iranian regime, sanctions
enforcement, and ongoing efforts to address the

regime’s destabilizing behavior. The US. aims
to work with our partners to advance a positive
vision for the region,” Paley said on X.

In Baku, the US. of official met with Hikmet
Hajiyev, an assistant to the Azerbaijani president,
Deputy Foreign  Minister ~ Samir  Sharifoy,
Azerbaijani Ambassador to Iran Ali Alizada, and
Israeli Ambassador to Azerbaijan George Deek.

The visit to Azerbaijan by the US. deputy envoy
for Iran comes at a time when Tehran and Baku
are nearing an agreement on restoring diplomatic

relations, which were severed in early 2023 following
an attack on the Azerbaijani embassy in Tehran.



Iran will punish Israel, make evil
regime ‘regret’ crime in Syria: Leader

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei says brave Iranian men
will “punish” Israel and make the
evil regime “regret” its crime
of assassinating the country’s
military advisors in Syria.

Ayatollah Khamenei made the
announcement in a message
on Tuesday, a day after Israeli
airstrikes  destroyed  Iran’s
consulate building in Damascus
and killed seven military advisors
of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC).

The Leader said Brigadier
General Mohammad Reza Zahed,i,
a commander of the IRGC’'s Quds

perpetrated by the “usurping and

Mohammad Hadi Haji Rahimi,
were martyred in this crime

Eye for eye

despicable” Zionist regime.

“The evil regime will be
punished by our brave men. We
will make them regret this crime
and other ones, by God’s will
the Leader added, noting that
Iranians are contending with the
heavy grief of the IRGC advisors’
martyrdom.

The Leader wished divine
mercy for the victims of the
terrorist attack and censured the
leaders of the “oppressive and
aggressive” Israeli regime.

Israeli warplanes bombed
the Iranian consulate, situated
next to the embassy building in
Damascus’s Mezzeh district, on
Monday afternoon.

U.S. should be wary of Israeli adventurism as Iran gears up for retaliation

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - The Israeli regime shocked
the world on Tuesday when it struck Iran’s
embassy in the Syrian capital, killing over 13
people including a high-ranking IRGC leader
and his deputy.

Several countries have condemned the
attack, seeing it as a dangerous escalation in
aregion that has already become volatile due
to Israel’s genocidal war in Gaza.

Attacks on diplomatic missions and
sites are very rare. A comparable historical
event occurred when NATO bombed China’s
embassy in Belgrade in 1999, resulting in the
deaths of three Chinese journalists. Former
U.S. President Bill Clinton issued an apology
for the attack, attributing it to an accident.
Washington then agreed to compensate the
victims and their families, as well as pay
restitution for the embassy’s damages.

Beijing to this day condemns the West for

the attack. “The Chinese people will never
forget the blood and lives paid to defend
truth, fairmess, and justice, and NATQO’s
barbaric crime of bombing the Chinese
Embassy in Yugoslavia,” The Chinese foreign
ministry said in May of 2023, marking the
24th anniversary of the incident.

Given the unprecedented nature of
the assault and its significant taboo in
international relations, many find it difficult
to wrap their heads around the fact that
Israel decided to attack an embassy. However,
analysts suggest that the regime is willing to
do anything in order to evade its demise.

“Israel finds itself in an extremely dire
situation. Recent developments, including
the UN Security Council resolution for a
Gaza ceasefire and the meetings between
Resistance leaders and Iranian officials in
Tehran signal impending disaster for the
regime,” stated Saedollah Zarei, an expert on
the West Asia region, in an interview with the
Tehran Times.

Israelis facing increasing pressure to cease
the conflict in Gaza, and in order to sustain
its aggressive stance, it must explore novel
methods to escalate tensions.

“To further stoke the flames of conflict,
Israel is taking unconventional actions,
added the expert, saying Tel Aviv wants to get
Washington back on its side by pushing it into
aregional war.

What will Iran’s response be?

A few hours after the attack, Iran’s
Foreign Minister, Hossein Amir Abdollahian,
mentioned that Tehran sent a significant
message to the US. government, without
revealing its contents.

According to the Iranian Mashregh news
website’s informed source, the message
included a warning from Iran to the U.S,, stating
that the U.S. does not have the right to interfere
when Iran retaliates against the Israeli strike.
Mashregh also claimed that the U.S. was asked
to exercise restraint and caution in picking
sides in the ongoing developments.

Reports also indicate that Israel carried
out the strike on Iran’s diplomatic building
in Syria without informing the US. The US.
allegedly informed Iran that it had no part
in or prior knowledge of the Israeli attack, as
reported by Axios citing a U.S. official.

Although individuals close to the Israeli
regime argue that the attack puts Israel in
a favorable position, others doubt that the
regime will achieve its desired outcome,
similar to its previous actions.

“Iran has shown that it calculates its
actions carefully. Tehran will respond in a
manner that benefits the Iranian people
the most. We excel at turning crises into
opportunities,” Zarei expressed, stating his
disbelief in the likelihood of a large-scale war
between Iran and the U.S.

Who was General Zahedi?

The military leader assassinated by Israel spent 4 decades on the frontlines

From Page 1 » Zahedi’s leadership journey
began as he assumed command of the
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps’ 14th Imam
Hussein Division after General Kharazi's
martyrdom during the Karbala-5 operation.
Subsequently, he led the ground and air
forces of the IRGC before being appointed
to lead the elite Quds Forces in Lebanon and
Syria.

Brigadier General Zahedi is believed to have
strategized Hezbollah’s operations against
Israel in the 2000s, alongside the renowned
resistance leader Imad Mughniyeh.

Following his martyrdom during the Israeli
regime’s attack on Iran’s embassy in Syria,
Zahedi’s family shared with the media how

he tirelessly worked to ensure peace and
regional security while avoiding the spotlight.

“He was renowned for his good character,
which cannot be easily captured in a single
attribute.

He strove to carry out his actions sincerely
and for the sake of God’s pleasure. My father
avoided the limelight and worked behind the
scenes tirelessly day and night. Perhaps he
only slept 4 to 5 hours and was constantly
engaged in activities, Mohammad Mahdi
Zahedi, the son of the late military leader, told
Iranian media on April 1, the day Israel struck
Iran’s embassy in the Syrian capital.

General Zahedi will be laid to rest in his

hometown Esfahan next to his dear friend and
commander, the martyr Kharazi. “Martyrdom
was the ultimate reward bestowed upon
him by God. My father achieved his deepest
desire”

UNSC to convene after Israeli airstrikes on Iranian
diplomatic facilities in Syria

From Page 1 » It warned of far-
reaching internationalimplications
that could exacerbate regional
tensions, holding the aggressor
Zionist regime responsible for its
consequences.

Polyanskiy ~stated on X—
formerly Twitter, “After Israel's
airstrike on the Iranian consulate
in Damascus today, Iranians have
turned to the UN Security Council

to condemn this action. Following
their letter, we have requested an
open briefing of the UN Security
Council. The Maltese presidency
has scheduled it for 3:00 PM New
York time (10:00 PM Moscow time)
on April 2nd”

Israeli warplanes targeted the
Iranian embassy in Damascus on
Monday afternoon, resulting in
seven casualties, including a top

commander and his deputy.

Brigadier General Mohammad
Reza Zahedi, a senior commander
in the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), and his deputy, General
Mohammad Hadi Hajirahimi, were
among the casualties, according to
an IRGC statement.

Iran’s mission to the United
Nations deemed the strike a

“flagrant violation of the United
Nations Charter, international law,
and the foundational principle of
the inviolability of diplomatic and
consular premises.” Describing
the strike as “a significant threat
to regional peace and security,
the Iranian mission urged the UN
Security Council to condemn the
attack and stated that Tehran
reserved the right “to take a
decisive response.”

Protesters gather in Tehran following Israeli
attack on Iranian embassy

TEHRAN - Inresponse to the Israeli airstrike
on the Iranian embassy in Damascus, people
have gathered in Tehran’s Palestine Square in
amassive display of anger and condemnation.

The protests that occurred on Monday
evening demonstrated the solidarity of people
with the victims and their families, while also
voicing their outrage over the brutal attack.

The attack, which occurred on Monday
afternoon, targeted the diplomatic facility

and resulted in the deaths of seven military
advisors from the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC).

The Iranian government has also
condemned the attack, labeling it a “heinous
and abhorrent terrorist act” and vowing
to take decisive action in response. In a
statement addressed to the United Nations
Security Council, Iran urged the international
community to condemn the Israeli regime’s

actions and hold it accountable for the
consequences of its aggression.

Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Zahedi,
a senior commander in the Quds Force of the
IRGC, and his deputy, General Mohammad
Hadi Hajirahimi, were among those killed in
the airstrike. Their deaths have further fueled
the anger of Iranians, who see the attack as
a direct assault on their nation’s sovereignty
and security.
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Heydari happy to win
2024 IIHF Women’s
Asia and Oceania Cup

TEHRAN - Iran’s women'’s ice hockey player
Asal Heydari is very happy to win the 2024 IIHF
Women'’s Asia and Oceania Cup.

Heydari made history after signing with
Swedish club Hammarby IF at the Nationella
Damhockeyligan (NDHL) last year. She became
the first ever Iranian woman to play in a league
outside the country.

Heydari, 31, began playing inline hockey and
started her ice hockey career in 2009.

Heydari was a vital player of Team Melli, scoring
eight goals in the tournament held in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan.

She was chosen the best goalscorer of the
tournament.

“lam very happy to win the title. We won a silver
medal last year in Thailand and earned a gold
medal in this edition,” Heydari said.

“l want to thanks my teammates for helping me
to win the best goalscorer accolade,” she added.

“We defeated the UAE, Kyrgyzstan and India
before playing the Philippines in our last match.
| have to say we did a great job, beating the
Philippines in the last match,” Heydari concluded.

Iran to compete
in 2024 Men’s
IWBF Repechage
Tournament

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s wheelchair basketball
team will participate in the 2024 Men’s IWBF
Repechage Tournament in France.

The Fédération Frangaise Handisport (French
Disabled Sports Federation) will host the
tournament in Antibes, France, from April 12 to
15.

The repechage tournament is a final
opportunity for the teams who did not qualify for
the Paris Games through their zone qualifier to
earn a spot at the Paralympic Games.

The tournament will consist of two groups that
will establish rankings for crossover matches.

The knockout stage will unveil the four teams
that earn a berth in the 2024 Paralympic Games.

Iran is in Group A along with France, Canada
and the Netherlands.

Group B consists of Colombia, Germany,
Morocco and Italy.

Women'’s sitting
volleyball to
participate at
2024 Paralympics
qualification

TEHRAN - Iran’s women’s sitting volleyball
team traveled to Dali, China, on Friday to compete
in the 2024 Paralympic Final Qualification
Tournament.

The tournament brings Iran, Germany, Japan,
Mongolia, Slovenia, Thailand and Ukraine
together.

The winners will qualify for the 2024 Summer
Paralympics.

The tournament follows a single round robin
format.

Toosi takes silver at
ASA Athletics Grand
Prix 3

TEHRAN - Iranian sprinter Maryam Toosi
claimed a silver medal at the 2024 ASA Athletics
Grand Prix 3.

Toosi came second place with a time of 23.40
seconds in the women’s 200meters.

The gold medal went to British sprinter Laviai
Nielsen, who clocked 23.32 seconds.

South African sprinter Shirley Nekhubui won
the bronze medal with a time of 23.51 seconds.
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Feyenoord
not to extend

Jahanbakhsh’s
contract

TEHRAN - Eredivisie side Feyenoord will not
extend Alireza Jahanbakhsh's contract.

The 30-year-old winger joined Feyenoord from
English side Brighton in July 2021 on a three-year
deal.

Feyenoord has announced that it will not extend
the deals of Greek goalkeeper Kostas Lamprou
and Iranian international winger Jahanbakhsh.

Jahanbakhsh had been previously linked with
the Iranian football clubs.

Tractor to host
Sepahan in Tabriz:
PGPL

The match between Tractor and Sepahan teams
from the postponed game of the 16th week of the
2023/24 Iran Persian Gulf Professional League
(PGPL) will be held on Wednesday at the Yadgar
Imam Stadium in Tabriz.

The result of the match is important for other
top teams, including Esteghlal, Persepolis and
even the fifth-ranked Malavan, because the
winners of this match can close the gap at the top.

Tractor have experienced nothing but victory in
their last six home games and on the other hand,
they have collected 10 points in their last four
matches.

Sepahan have lost to Esteghlal and Paykan in
their previous four games in the while they have
defeated Foolad and Gol Gohar.

Tractor have been moving slowly towards the
top of the table and have been able to be the most
serious competitor for Persepolis and Esteghlal
with the good results of their previous games.

Tractor are currently in the third place in
the league of Iranian clubs with 38 points and
Sepahan are chasing the team with 37 points.

Brazilian keeper Polli
reaches agreement
with Nassaji

TEHRAN - Brazilian goalkeeper Luan Polli
Gomes is on the verge of joining Iranian top-flight
football club Nassaji.

The 30-year-old goalie currently plays in
Brazilian club Coritiba.

He also played in the warm-up match against
Shams Azar.

Nassaji currently sit 15th in the 16-team table
of the 2023/24 Iran Persian Gulf Pro League (IPL).

Iranian goalkeeper Rashid Mazaheri has also
been linked with a move to Nassaji.

Bam Khatoon win
Kowsar Women
Football League for
10th time

TEHRAN - Bam Khatoon won the 2023/24
Kowsar Women Football League on Tuesday.

The Bam-based team won the title with 43
points in the 12-team league.

Khatoon, formerly Shahrdari Bam, is the most
decorated team in the league, winning 10 titles
out of 15 editions.

Bam Khatoon represented Iran at the 2022 AFC
Women'’s Club Championship.

The players and coaching staff of the team
dedicated the title to their late defender Melika
Mohammadi.

Mohammadi died in a car crash in December
2023 at the age of 23.

The Kowsar Women Football League is a
women’s football league, run by the Football
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran. At the top
of the Iranian foothall league system, it is the
country’s primary competition for the sport.

It was established in 2007.
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Iran’s annual steel production rises 5.8%

Iran
increased by 5.8 percent in the previous Iranian
calendar year 1402 (ended on March 19), as
compared to the preceding year, according to
the Iranian Steel Producers Association (ISPA).

TEHRAN- Production of steel in

According to the latest data released by the
ISPA, the country’s steel production reached
29.334 million tons in the previous year, IRNA
reported.

Of the mentioned amount, 18,452,000
tons were billet and bloom and 10,882,000
tons were slabs; Billet and bloom production
increased by 9.2 percent and slab production
increased by 0.7 percent in the previous year.

According to the ISPA data, the production
of sponge iron also increased by 8.5 percent in
the previous year in comparison to the figure
for the preceding year.

Iran improved its global standing in steel
production, becoming the ninth-largest
producer in January 2024, according to new
data released by the World Steel Association
(WSA).In the first month of 2024, Iranian
steel mills produced a total of 2.6 million tons
of steel, registering a 39.3 percent increase
compared to the same month of 2023, as
reported by the WSA on Monday.

The world’s 71 steel-producing countries
produced 148.1 million tons of steel in January
2024, indicating a 1.6 percent yearly decline.

Iran was ranked first in terms of production
growth among the world'’s top steel producers
in the mentioned period.

According to the World Steel Association,
Iran is the world’s ninth largest steel producer
in the said period, after countries like China,
India, Japan, the US, Russia, South Korea,
Turkey, and Germany.

The Islamic Republic produced 31.1 million
tons of crude steel in 2023 to account for 58.4
percent of West Asia’s total production in the
mentioned year, according to the WSA.

The West Asian nations reviewed in the
WSA report, including Iran, Irag, Jordan,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen,
managed to produce 53.2 million tons of steel
in 2023.

The country’s steel production increased by
1.8 percent in 2023 as compared to the previous
year, when the production stood at 30.6 million
tons, based on the WSA data.

West Asia’s total crude steel output
increased by 1.3 percent in the mentioned year
as compared to 2022.

Based on the WSA data, Iran was the world’s
10th largest steel producer in 2023.

The world’s steel producers managed
to produce more than 1.888 billion tons of
steel in 2023, which is a very slight decrease
compared to 2022, and as a result, the World
Steel Association has declared the percentage
of change to be zero.

China with a production of 1.019 billion tons,
India with a production of 140.2 million tons,
and Japan with a production of 87 million tons
were the top three steel-producing countries
in the world in 2023.

The Iranian Steel industry has been
constantly developing over the past years
against all the pressures and obstacles created
by outside forces like the US. sanctions and
the coronavirus outhreak that has severely
affected the performance of the world’s top
producers.

The country is expected to climb to seventh
place among the world’s top steel producers by
the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

The official noted that steel production in the
country also increased by 10.5 percent in the
first three months of the current calendar year
(March 21-June 21) as compared to the same
quarter in the previous year.

Yaghoubi estimated Iran’s steel production
to reach 32 million tons in the current year.

As recently announced by the World Steel
Association (WSA), Iran is ranked eighth among
the world’s top steel-producing countries in
the first six months of 2023.

Production of crude steel in Iran reached 16.1
million tons during the mentioned six months,
registering a 4.8 percent increase year on year,
according to WSA data.

The Islamic Republic stood at 10th place
among the world’s biggest steel producers in
the first half of 2022.

Iran’s monthly crude steel output stood at 3.2
million tons in June, indicating an increase of 17.4
percent compared to the figure for June 2022.
The world’s producers managed to produce 158.8
million tons of steel in the said month to register
a 01-percent drop year on year.

The Iranian steel industry has been
constantly developing over the past years
against all the pressures and obstacles created
by outside forces like the US. sanctions and
the coronavirus outbreak that has severely
affected the performance of the world’s top
producers.

Back in February, the WSA reported that
Iran’s crude steel production increased by
eight percent in 2022 when the production by
the world’s top 64 steelmakers declined by 4.2
percent.

TEDPIX falls 15,000 points on Tuesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 15,727
points to 2,245,445 on Tuesday, which is the
fourth day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most important one.
The other three ones are the Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Iran-Turkey trade reaches
$930m in 2 months

TEHRAN - The trade exchanges
between Iran and Turkey in
the first two months of 2024
reached $930 million, showing a
one percent increase compared
to the same month last year.

According to the latest
figures released by the Turkish
Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT),
Iran’s trade with the neighboring
country stood at $919 million in
January-February 2023.

According to  TURKSTAT,
Turkey’s exports to Iran in the
mentioned two months reached
$580 million, recording a 23
percent increase compared to
last year’s corresponding period.

Turkey exported over $469
million worth of products to the
Islamic Republic in the first two
months of 2023.

Turkey’s imports from Iran
however registered a 22 percent
decline and fell from $450
million in January-February 2023
to $350 million in the first two
months of 2024.

The trade exchange between
Iran and Turkey stood at $5.490
billion in 2023 with a decrease of

14 percent.

Based on the data previously
released by the Turkish Statistical
Institute, the value of Iran’s
exports to Turkey increased by
19 percent to reach $3.35 billion
in 2022.

Turkey had imported
over $2.82 billion worth of
commodities from the Islamic
Republic in 2021.

Based on the mentioned data,
Iran’s imports from the country
also marked an 11-percent rise to
hit $3.07 billion in the past year,
in comparison with 2021, when
the figure was $2.77 billion.

According to the Turkish
Statistical Institute, the trade
between the two countries
registered a 15-percent rise in
2022 compared to 2021.

The value of trade between
the two neighbors reached $6.42
billion in 2022, while the figure
stood at $5.59 billion in the
preceding year.

Iran’s trade balance with
Turkey was $280 million positive
in favor of Iran in the past year.

Last July, Iran, and Turkey
discussed ways of expanding
economic relations along with
political ties at the Turkish-

Iranian High-Level Cooperation
Council in Tehran.

During the meeting, which was
co-chaired by Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the two sides negotiated the
extension of the gas export
contract between the two sides
for the next 25 years.

In the meeting, President
Raisi noted that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is determined to
expand economic relations with
neighboring countries.

The president also evaluated
Tehran-Ankara ties as positive
and progressive, saying that
the two countries should
pursue appropriate policies to
move towards increasing their
annual trade exchanges to $30
billion.

On the sidelines of the
mentioned meeting, Iranian
Energy  Minister  Ali-Akbar

Mehrabian also held talks with
Turkish Minister of Energy and
Natural Resources Fatih Dunmez
in which the two sides exchanged
views on cooperation in energy
fields.

Iran’s annual foreign trade exceeds $153b

From page 1 » Iran’s top export destination
during this period was China with $13.915
billion worth of imports from the Islamic
Republic, followed by Iraq with $9.215 billion,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) with over
$6.611 billion, Turkey with $416 billion, and
India with $2.17 billion.

The official put the average customs value
of each ton of exported goods at $362 which
has decreased by 17 percent compared to the
preceding year.

During this period, 39 million tons of goods
worth $66.28 billion were also imported into
the country, which shows an increase of 4.39
percent in terms of weight and 77.9 percent in
terms of value, he said.

The country’s top five sources of imports in
the previous year were the UAE with $20.782

billion, China with $18.545 billion, Turkey with
$7.541 billion, Germany with $2.155 billion, and
India with $1.917 billion worth of imports.

Corn, mobile phones, and gold ingots
were the top three imported items followed
by soybeans, automobile parts, sunflower
seeds, and safflower were the five main items
imported by the Islamic Republic.

Rezvanifar said the average customs value
of each ton of imported goods increased by
$5.16 and reached $1,697.

Annual trade with neighbors touches $61b

The value of Iran’s trade with its neighbors
also increased by 1.35 percent in the previous
Iranian calendar year to reach $60.773 billion,
according to Rezvanifar,

He put the weight of non-oil trade with the

neighboring countries at 95.924 million tons
in the said period, which was 2.45 percent less
than the figure for the preceding year.

During the past year, Iran exported $28.288
billion worth of goods to its neighbors, while
importing commodities valued at $32.485
billion.

Iran’s exports to neighboring countries
decreased by 9.51 percent in the mentioned
year; while the imports from neighboring
countries increased by 13.17 percent.

He named Iraq, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Turkey, Pakistan, and Afghanistan as
the top importers of Iranian goods among the
neighboring countries, and the UAE, Turkey,
Russia, Oman, and Pakistan as the main
sources of imports in the previous.

Foreign journalists witness outstanding development

By Mahnaz Abdi

HAINAN, China- During a one-week trip
to China’s Hainan province, journalists from
Asian and Eurasian countries witnessed
the prominent development process in the
province.

In the trip, which was arranged by China
International Press Communication Center
(CIPCC), the journalists visited three cities
in Hainan island province. The first city was
Boao, the second was Sanya, and the third
one was Haikou, the capital of Hainan.

The following is an introduction to Hainan
Free Trade Port:

|. What is Hainan Free Trade Port:

Hainan is China’s largest economic special
zone. In April 2018, the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China decided to
build Hainan Island into a free trade pilot

zone, supporting
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IOEC 's website:
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Call for Tender 1st Announcement for the Purchase of Smart
Clamp & Smart Flange for South Pars Gas Field Development
Phase 11 Pipeline Project, Tender No. 953291

Iranian Offshore Engineering and Construction Company intends to
Purchase of Smart Clamp & Smart Flange for South Pars Gas Field
Development Phase 11 Pipeline through a public tender. Therefore, the
applicants are allowed to have 20 days after the date of 1% publication of the
tender notice in the newspaper to participate in this tender.

To download the tender documents, please visit the tender’s section of the
WWW.IOEC.COM/EN/TENDERS, and Please do not | up,
hesitate to contact with Transaction Committee office with Mr Amir
Nosratzadeh with Tel: +9821-82841533 under sign for any inquiries and

\_ Hainan’s gradual
exploration and
steady advancement
of the construction
of a Chinese-style
free trade port, and
establishing a policy
and institutional
system for free trade
ports in stages and

steps.
The free trade
port is hailed as

the most advanced
form of openness
in the world today.
The construction of
a free trade port in
Hainan  represents
China’s strategic
choice to explore and
promote a higher
level of opening
demonstrating
China’s  unwavering
determination
and confidence in
advancing  opening
up.

in China’s Hainan

IIl. What are the preferential policies of
Hainan Free Trade Port:

The preferential policies of the Hainan
Free Trade Port mainly include the following
aspects:

In implementing trade liberalization and
facilitation: In terms of commodity trade,
gradually realize the free and convenient
entry and exit of overseas goods in the
Hainan Free Trade Port. In terms of service
trade, implement a negative list system for
cross-border service trade to promote the
liberalization and facilitation of cross-border
service trade.

In implementing investment liberalization
and facilitation: Greatly relax market
access and foreign investment access,
implement a commitment system for
market access, strictly implement the
principle of “access unless prohibited,” and
comprehensively implement a “minimum
approval” investment system. Innovate and
improve the investment freedom system,
promote the implementation of facilitation
policies in various aspects such as enterprise
establishment, operation, deregistration, and
bankruptcy.

In implementing free and convenient
cross-border capital flow: Implement more
convenient cross-border investment and
financing policies, support the priority
implementation of financial industry
opening-up policies in the Hainan Free Trade
Port.

In implementing free and convenient entry
and exit of personnel: Implement more open
policies for high-end industrial talents and
residence permits, and create a gathering
place for talents. Further relax restrictions
on the free entry and exit of personnel
and implement more convenient visa-free
measures.

In implementing free and convenient
transportation: Promote the construction
of the New International Land-Sea Trade
Hub in western China. Further relax airspace
control and route rights restrictions, pilot
the opening of the seventh freedom, and
encourage domestic and foreign airlines to

increase capacity development.

In implementing orderly and secure flow
of data: Orderly expand the opening of
communication resources and business,
explore and carry out pilot projects for
international internet data exchange, and
actively cultivate and develop the digital
economy.

In  implementing tax policies with
international competitiveness:  Gradually
promote the implementation of the “zero
tariff” policy for imported goods, and
gradually optimize corporate income tax
and individual income tax policies. Currently,
enterprises  engaged in  encouraged
industries registered and substantially
operating in the Hainan Free Trade Port are
subject to a corporate income tax rate of
15%. For high-end talent and in-demand
talent working in the Hainan Free Trade Port,
the portion of their personal income tax
that exceeds an actual tax burden of 15% is
exempted from tax.

1. Construction Schedule

The construction of the Hainan Free Trade
Port is divided into several stages:

By 2025, the initial establishment of a
policy and institutional system for free trade
ports focused on trade liberalization and
investment facilitation.

By 2035, the institutional system and
operational model of the free trade port
will be more mature. The basic framework
of trade and investment rules will be
characterized by freedom, fairness, rule of
law, and high-standard process supervision.
This will achieve trade liberalization and
facilitation, investment liberalization and
facilitation, free and convenient cross-
border capital flow, free and convenient entry
and exit of personnel, free and convenient
transportation, and secure and orderly data
flow. It will become a new highland for China’s
open economy.

By the middle of this century, a high-level
free trade port with strong international
influence  will be  comprehensively
established.



Israel playing with fire @RS EITAE

Reports suggest Israel is eying war with Hezbollah

From page 1» In mid-February,
Israeli military Chief of Staff Herzi
Halevi signaled that the regime
wants to go to war with Hezbollah.

«We are now focusing on being
prepared for war in the north,» he
said.

It is not entirely clear whether
Israel is making threats against
Hezbollah to cover up its failures
to defeat Hamas or wants to drag
the Lebanese movement into a
wider conflict.

Unforeseen consequences

Undoubtedly, if Israel decides to
test the resolve of Hezbollah it will
have to face unforeseen conse-
quences of such a reckless move.

Hezbollah has already fought off
two Israeli wars against Lebanon
in 2000 and 2006. The movement
forced Israel to retreat in both con-
flicts.

Since the 2006 war, Hezbollah
has considerably boosted its mili-
tary capabilities in the face of Isra-
el’'s acts of aggression.

The resistance movement’s
manpower is estimated to number
up to 100,000 fighters and reserv-
ists.

The tip of Hezbollah’s spear is
theelite Radwan fighting force
which is experienced in sniping
operations, close-quarter battles
in built-up areas, and incursions
behind enemy lines.

Hezbollah is underpinned by its
sophisticated arsenal and has in-

creased its stockpile of missiles
from 14,000 in 2006 to about
150,000. The movement has also
developed precision-guided mis-
siles and its drone programs.

The October 7 military operation
that was carried out by Hamas in
southern Israel brought the re-
gime’s vulnerability to light. Isra-
el's months-long war on Gaza has
also shown that it is unable to de-
feat resistance.

In comparison with Hamas, Hez-
bollah is by far more powerful and
is capable of dealing devastating
blows to Israel.

Israel is playing with fire if it
wants to enter a full-blown con-
flict with Hezbollah.

Hezbollah Deputy Secretary
General Sheikh Naim Qassem has
already warned that if Israel com-
mits a “foolish act and attacks our
territories, there would then be a
new version of the 2006 July war”.

Likewise, if the regime of Prime
Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu
is tempted into a third war with
Hezbollah, the US., which is the
regime’s main backer, will be re-
sponsible and accountable for
widespread repercussions.

A full-fledged war with Hez-
bollah will spill over into the en-
tire West Asia region. As a result,
American forces in the region will
have to pay a heavy price in the
wake of rising anti-U.S. sentiment
over Washington's support for Is-
rael’s genocidal war on Gaza.

Israeli military bombs foreign aid convoy

Life-saving food prevented from reaching famine-stricken northern Gaza

From page 1» A Palestinian who was driving
one of the vehicles they were traveling in has
also perished.

Following the deadly attack, WCK announced
it was immediately pausing its operations in
Gaza, leading to renewed accusations that the
Israeli regime is deliberately targeting human-
itarian workers in a bid to prevent vital aid from
entering the besieged territory.

In a statement, the international charity orga-
nization said the “WCK team was traveling in a
deconflicted zone in two armored cars branded
with the WCK logo and a soft skin vehicle””

The group revealed that despite coordinat-
ing its movements with the Israeli occupation
forces, “the convoy was hit as it was leaving the
Deir al-Balah warehouse, where the team had
unloaded more than 100 tons of humanitarian
food aid brought to Gaza on the maritime route””

Medical officials also said the foreign nation-
als had been attempting to transfer food and
other supplies to northern Gaza that had arrived
hours earlier by ship.

They are said to have traveled to the north
and were returning to southern Gaza when they
were attacked by an Israeli missile.

Aid convoys trying to reach desperate Pales-
tinians in northern Gaza have repeatedly been
either forced to turn back by the Israeli military
or simply stopped short of making the journey
out of fear of being hit by Israeli fire.

According to the United Nations, Israeli forces
are blocking aid deliveries into famine-stricken
northern Gaza despite recent strong demands
from the International Court of Justice and the
UN Security Council for unfettered access to
life-saving food supplies into the enclave.

The WCK chief executive Erin Gore said, “This

is not only an attack against WCK, this is an at-
tack on humanitarian organizations showing up
in the most dire of situations where food is being
used as a weapon of war. This is unforgivable”

Paying tribute to the victims, Gore noted, “The
love they had for feeding people, the determina-
tion they embodied to show that humanity rises
above all, and the impact they made in countless
lives will forever be remembered and cherished”

Global condemnation against the latest Israe-
li massacre, this time against foreign nationals,
has also been pouring in.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
says his government is demanding “full ac-
countability” over the attack.

“Dfat [the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade] has also requested a call-in from the Is-
raeli ambassador as well. We want full account-
ability for this, this is a tragedy that should nev-
er have occurred”

Australia’s foreign minister, Penny Wong, also
said, “The Australian government condemns
this strike. The government has made represen-
tations to the Netanyahu government and seeks
a thorough and expeditious review. We expect
full accountability for these deaths.”

The Polish foreign ministry said, “Poland does
not agree to the lack of compliance with inter-
national humanitarian law and the protection of
civilians, including humanitarian workers””

Poland’s Foreign Minister, Radoslaw Sikorski,
said he has demanded “urgent explanations”
from the Israeli ambassador in Warsaw.

The European Commission’s foreign affairs
spokesperson said on Tuesday that “our appeal
[to Israel] to respect these rules is part of the
integral part of our position stressing the need
to respect international humanitarian law.”

The Norwegian Refugee Council shared its
condolences, saying nowhere else are so many
aid workers killed and called for an immediate
ceasefire in the conflict.

“We are mourning with our colleagues in WCK.
7 of their aid workers were killed by an Israeli
air strike in Gaza. WCK had informed (the Israeli
military) of their movement. Nowhere else are
so many aid workers killed. There must be an
immediate ceasefire. Enough now.”

The Kremlin also weighed in, saying the strike
was an act of aggression.

Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said such attacks
violated all the foundations of international law.

Six months of relentless Israeli bombings
have turned the small Palestinian territory into
the most dangerous place to deliver aid. Israeli
attacks have killed more than 200 aid workers,
the majority of them Palestinians, making it the
deadliest crisis for humanitarian workers.

“Children are starving to death because Isra-
el is preventing sufficient aid from entering by
land, and now humanitarian workers are being
killed while they try to deliver life-saving food
that has been shipped in by sea”, a statement by
Islamic Relief read.

Aid workers will now grow even more increas-
ingly wary about where and how they move in
Gaza to avoid Israeli bombs. The people who will
be impacted most by that will be the desperate
Palestinians.

According to UNRWA, the main UN human-
itarian agency operating in Gaza, in March, a
daily average of 159 aid trucks crossed into the
enclave per day.

Before the war, about 700 delivery trucks en-
tered Gaza daily.

Doctors say children have been targeted
by Israeli snipers in Gaza

Dr Fozia Alvi was making her
rounds of the intensive care unit
on her final day at the battered Eu-
ropean public hospital in southern
Gaza when she stopped next to
two young arrivals with facial in-
juries and breathing tubes in their
windpipes.

These Palestinian boys received
life-saving surgery in the US. An
Israeli airstrike killed them in their
home.

“l asked the nurse, what’s the
history? She said that they were
brought in a couple of hours ago.
They had sniper shots to the brain.
They were seven or eight years
old,” she said, the Guardian report-
ed.

The Canadian doctor’s heart
sank. These were not the first chil-
dren treated by Alvi who she was
told were targeted by Israeli sol-

diers, and she knew the damage a
single high-caliber bullet could do
to a fragile young body.

“They were not able to talk,
paraplegic. They were literally ly-
ing down as vegetables on those
beds. They were not the only ones. |
saw even small children with direct
sniper shot wounds to the head as
well as in the chest. They were not
combatants, they were small chil-
dren,” said Alvi.

Children account for more than
one in three of the more than
32,000 people killed in Israel's
months-long assault on Gaza, ac-
cording to the Palestinian health
ministry. Tens of thousands more
young people have suffered severe
injuries, including amputations.

Nine doctors gave the Guardian
accounts of working in Gaza hos-
pitals this year, all but one of them
foreign volunteers. Their common
assessment was that most of
the dead and wounded children
they treated were hit by shrapnel
or burned during Israel's exten-
sive bombardment of residential
neighborhoods, in some cases
wiping out entire families. Others

were killed or injured by collapsing
buildings with still more missing
under the rubble.

But doctors also reported treat-
ing a steady stream of children, el-
derly people and others who were
clearly not combatants with single
bullet wounds to the head or chest.

Some of the physicians said
that the types and locations of the
wounds, and accounts of Palestin-
ians who brought children to the
hospital, led them to believe the
victims were directly targeted by
Israeli troops.

Other doctors said they did
not know the circumstances of
the shootings but that they were
deeply troubled by the number
of children who were severely
wounded or killed by single gun-
shots, sometimes by high-caliber
bullets causing extensive damage
to young bodies.

In mid-February, a group of UN
experts accused the Israeli mili-
tary of targeting Palestinian civil-
ians who are evidently not com-
batants, including children, as they
sought shelter.

“We are shocked by reports of
the deliberate targeting and extra-
judicial killing of Palestinian wom-
en and children in places where
they sought refuge, or while flee-
ing. Some of them were reportedly
holding white pieces of cloth when
they were killed by the Israeli army
or affiliated forces,” the group said.

The Guardian shared descrip-
tions and images of gunshot
wounds suffered by eight children
with military experts and forensic
pathologists. They said it was dif-
ficult to conclusively determine
the circumstances of the shoot-
ings based on the descriptions and
photos alone, although in some of
the cases they were able to identi-
fy ammunition used by the Israeli
military.

Eyewitness accounts and vid-
eo recordings appear to back up
claims that Israeli soldiers have
fired on civilians, including chil-
dren, outside of combat with
Hamas or other armed groups. In
some cases, witnesses describe
coming under fire while waving
white flags.

PM Sanchez:
Spain to recognize
Palestinian
statehood by July

Spain will recognize Palestinian statehood
by July, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez told journalists during a West Asia tour,
according to several reports published on
Tuesday in Spanish media.

State news agency EFE and newspapers
El Pais and La Vanguardia cited Sanchez as
making the informal remarks to the traveling
press corps late on Monday in the Jordanian
capital, Amman, on the first day of visits to
Jordan, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, the Times of
Israel reported.

According to thereports, Sanchez said
he expected events to unfold in the conflict
ahead of the European Parliament elections
in early June and highlighted ongoing de-
bates at the United Nations.

He expected Spain to extend recognition to
the Palestinians by July, he said, adding that
he believed there would soon be a “critical
mass” within the European Union to push
several member states to adopt the same
position, according to EFE.

Sanchez’s statement comes as Riyad
Mansour, the Palestinian Authority’s envoy
to the UN, told Reuters Monday that the
PA planned to apply for full UN member-
ship at the body’s Security Council, where
the United States, Israel’s staunch ally, has
veto power. A 2011 PA application for full
membership was still pending because the
15-member council never made a formal
decision, Mansour told Reuters.

Since 1988, 139 out of 193 UN member
states have recognized Palestinian state-
hood.

Israel saysitis
detaining 9,312
Palestinians

According to HaMoked, an Israeli rights
group, the Israel Prisoner Service released
its latest data on incarcerated Palestin-
ians, which shows that 40 percent of those
detained are being held in “administrative
detention” without trial.

The organization said the number of Pales-
tinians incarcerated has more than doubled
since October 7 but administrative deten-
tions “were on therise long before that date”,
according to Al Jazeera.

The data does not include laborers from
the Gaza Strip and others who were in Isra-
el lawfully with permits on the eve of Oc-
tober 7, following which, “Israel cancelled
all permits and has held these people, re-
portedly numbering over 4,000 as of late
October 2023, in Anatot and Ofer military
camps,” HaMoked said.

CAIR: US anti-
Muslim incidents
hit record high in
2023

Over 8,000 anti-Muslim complaints were
recorded across the United States last year,
marking the highest total in the 30 years
the Council on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR) has tracked the complaints, The Hill
reported.

In its report, published Tuesday, CAIR said
it received 8,061 complaints of anti-Muslim
incidents, surpassing the previous record in
2021, when 6,720 incidents were reported.
This number is up 56 percent from 2022,
which had the first ever recorded drop in
complaints since CAIR started tracking com-
plaints in 1995.

CAIR received the most complaints in the
final three months of the year and account-
ed for 44 percent of the year’s total tally, the
report stated.

CAIR, a leading Muslim advocacy nonprofit
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group, connected the late-year surge to the
domestic fallout from Israel’s war on Gaza.

During the three-month surge in which the
most complaints - 3,578 — were received,
employment discrimination was the main
source of these complaints, followed by hate
crimes and incidents, and education discrim-
ination, CAIR noted.

CAIR noted last month’s three-month
surge also saw a higher number of com-
plaints than in the months following former
President Trump’s travel ban that targeted
several majority-Muslim countries, which
saw nearly half, or about 1,813 complaints.

Israel accused of
spreading lies

Al Jazeera Media Network has responded
to Israel’s threat to shut down its operations,
calling allegations against it “a dangerous
ludicrous lie”.

“The network stresses that this latest
measure comes as part of a series of sys-
tematic Israeli attacks to silence Al Jazeera,
including the assassination of its corre-
spondent Shireen Abu Akleh, the killing of
its journalists Samer Abudagga and Ham-
za Al-Dahdouh, the bombing of its office in
Gaza, the deliberate targeting of a number
of Al Jazeera journalists and their family
members, and the arrest and intimidation
of its correspondents in the field,” it said in
a statement.

On Monday, Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu said Al Jazeera actively participated
in Hamas’ October 7 attack in southern Israel
among other allegations.

Egypt’s Sisi starts
third term

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
was sworn in for his third term on Tuesday
in the country’s new capital, the largest of
the mega-projects that have come to sym-
bolize his rule while stretching the country’s
finances.

Speaking at the new parliament build-
ing, Sisi highlighted the challenges Egypt
withstood in recent years while promising
continued development, which many Egyp-
tians say they feel excluded from, Reuters
reported.

“The past few years have shown that the
path of nation-building is not paved with
roses ... between terrorist attempts at home,
sudden global crises abroad, fierce wars
around us,” Sisi told lawmakers and religious,
government, and military officials.

Sisi swept to victory in an election last De-
cember with 89.6% of the vote and no seri-
ous challengers.

Putin vows to
punish sponsors
of Crocus City Hall
attack

Russian President Vladimir Putin vowed
retribution for those who sponsored the at-
tack on Crocus City Hall.

“It is important for us to expose both the
perpetrators and all links in that chain, in-
cluding the beneficiaries of that crime,” Putin
said, addressing participants in an Interior
Ministry board meeting, the Tass news agen-
cy reported.

“We will certainly get them,” Putin said, re-
ferring to sponsors of the attack.

“Those who use this weapon, this being a
weapon that is used against Russia, and this
is obvious today, should understand that this
is a double-edged weapon,” the president
maintained.

On the evening of March 22, a terrorist
attack targeted the music venue in Kras-
nogorsk, Moscow Region, just outside the
Moscow city limits. According to the latest
data, 144 people have died, and 551 others
have been injured.
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6m museum tickets sold
during Nowruz holidays

TEHRAN - Various historical sites and muse-
ums across Iran witnessed more than 6m visitors
in the course of the Persian New Year’s holidays,
according to the statistics revealed by the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts.

As the Nowruz travels started, a total of
6,274,824 visits to museums and historical sites
nationwide have been recorded from March 14 till
March 31.

Attracting the whole number of 1,329,122 visi-
tors, Fars province stands in first place.

Isfahan with 556,661, Tehran with 369,950,
Khuzestan with 227401, Razavi Khorasan with
195,573, Kermanshah with 163,594, Kerman with
155,641, East Azarbaijan with 113,407, Lorestan
with 107,607 and Hamedan with 105,146 visitors
are the other provinces witnessing the outstand-
ing number of visits during spring holidays.

As per records, the most frequented destina-
tions, in descending order, were Hafeziye com-
plex with 378,151, UNESCO-listed Persepolis with
311,514, Sa'di mausoleum with 223,314, Saadabad
Cultural and Historical Complex with 149,498,
Karim Khan Citadel with 140,963, Fin Garden with
132, 840, Chehel Sotoun Palace with 123,661 visits,
Ali Qapu with 113,932 and Shushtar Historical Hy-
draulic system with 111,139 visits.

Albeit in terms of the highest amount of ticket
sales throughout the time of Nowruz holidays, the
museums and historical sites across the country
are ranked as follows: Saadabad Cultural and His-

torical Complex, UNESCO-licensed Golestan Pal-
ace, UNESCO-listed Persepolis, Hafeziye Complex,
Niavaran Palace Historical-Cultural Complex, Sa'di
mausoleum, Fin Garden, Karim Khan Citadel, Che-
hel Sotoun Palace and Falak-ol-Aflak Castle.

Iran, an ancient land steeped in history, boasts
one of the world’s oldest continuous major civili-
zations, with settlements dating back to 4000 BC.
It is adorned with a wealth of cultural treasures,
including bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges,
bathhouses, madrasas, gardens, and diverse nat-
ural landscapes, complemented by 27 UNESCO
World Heritage sites.

While commonly associated with the first
Persian Empire ruled by the Achaemenids (ca.
550-330 BC), under notable sites such as Pas-
argadae and Persepolis, Iran’s historical tapestry
is far richer. The country is adorned with numer-
ous prehistorical sites predating the Achaemenid
era. These include the Burnt City in Sistan-Balu-
chestan, Tepe Sialk in Kashan, Susa and Chogha
Zanbil in the Khuzestan province, and Ecbatana in
Hamedan.

Viewed through a broader lens, Iranian history
unfolds in two distinct eras: pre-Islamic and Is-
lamic. The rise of the Medes in 625 BC marked the
unification of Iran into a nation and empire. How-
ever, it was the Islamic conquest of Persia (633-
656) that signaled a pivotal moment, bringing an
end to the powerful Sassanid Empire (224-651)
and reshaping the course of the nation’s history.

Archaeologists illuminate ancient culinary
practices using chemical biomarkers

Ceramic pots endure the corrosive effects of
thousands of years, and organic remains pre-
served inside the pores can shed light on the cul-
ture, values, diets, and daily life of societies. This
research is achieved with the help of biomarkers.

Dr. Adria Breu Barcons and Assoc. Prof. Rana
Ozbal from the Department of Archaeology and
History of Art at Kog¢ University recently intro-
duced two new biomarkers to the field. Their arti-
cle in the Journal of Archaeological Science offers
a fresh perspective.

They analyzed pieces of ceramic pottery from
Neolithic (Stone Age) excavation sites in the Med-
iterranean region (from Spain to Tiirkiye). From
these pieces, which date 7,000 to 8,000 years ago,
they found some obscure organic compounds.
Their presence could not be explained by the
chemical reactions that normally occur during the
exposure of oils to heat.

“We had some samples with some residues we
didn't really understand,” says Dr. Barcons, the
study’s lead author, “We thought maybe they were
coming from cooking techniques that thermally
alter fat”

As technology and methods of chemical anal-
ysis improve, archaeologists can now make even
deeper investigations into the function of pots
and reach critical findings about our past. After
delving deep into the chemistry, Dr. Barcons and
Assoc. Prof. Ozbal discovered two new chemical

reactions that alter fats. To test whether these
two reactions would produce the expected re-
sults, they mixed organic ingredients such as olive
oil and olive leaves with ancient pottery samples
and cooked them for various durations at various
temperatures.

The analysis of residues at the end of the pro-
cess did reveal the presence of both components
on ceramic fragments and confirmed that they
could be made through extended heating of the
pots. Thus, their presence on ceramic fragments
proved to be a biomarker for prolonged heating in
prehistory.

“These compounds are not normally found in
nature and can only be created in high tempera-
ture, which means they can be used to prove
whether ancient pottery had been in contact with
the fire,” Barcons says. “By doing heating experi-
ments in the laboratory we were able to produce
the same chemical compounds that we find in the
archaeological pottery, and some of these had
never been described before.”

These findings add two new biomarkers to the
study of archaeological pottery. While heat-de-
graded animal fats have been found in pottery
remains before, this new research revealed two
new types of lipids that were detected for the first
time. Researchers can now check their dataset to
see if they have found these molecules as well.

(Source: phys.org)

Iran in frames

Elaborately decorated eggs are displayed at Mellat Park in Tehran, Iran ahead of
Nowruz, the Persian new year.

Tranquility amidst history: Jameh Mosque
welcomes travelers to Semnan

From Page 1» At the heart of the
mosque lies a tranquil courtyard,
surrounded by intricate colonnades
and adorned with delicate stucco
work. Here, amidst the gentle rus-
tle of long-lived trees and the soft
murmur of prayer, travelers pause
to admire the architectural splendor
that surrounds them. Each corner of
the courtyard tells a story, from the
graceful curves of the gibla iwan to
the towering minaret that reaches
towards the heavens.

The gibla iwan, a majestic gate-
way adorned with ornate brickwork
and vibrant tile mosaics, serves as
the focal point of the mosque. Con-
structed in the 15th century during
the Timurid period, its towering
arches beckon worshippers to en-
ter and seek solace in the sacred
space beyond. As the sunlight fil-
ters through stained glass windows,
casting a kaleidoscope of colors
upon the tiled floor, visitors cannot
help but feel a sense of awe at the
beauty that surrounds them.

Venturing further into the mosque,
travelers discover a treasure trove of
architectural wonders, each bearing
the mark of a different era in Sem-
nan’s storied history. From the grace-
ful arches of the dome chamber to
the intricate stucco decorations that

adorn the vaulted ceilings, every detail
speaks to the craftsmanship and ded-
ication of the artisans who built this
sacred sanctuary.

In the southeastern prayer hall,
columns of brick rise like sentinels,
supporting the weight of centuries
with quiet strength. Here, amidst the
flickering light of oil lamps and the
scent of incense, worshippers gath-
er to bow their heads in prayer, their
voices mingling with the ancient
echoes of generations past.

On the northeastern side of the
courtyard, the minaret stands tall
and proud, its tapering form reach-
ing towards the boundless sky. Ren-
ovated during the Safavid period, it
bears witness to the enduring leg-

acy of Semnan’s Islamic heritage, its
geometric designs and Kufic scripts
are a testament to the ingenuity of
Persian craftsmanship.

As the day draws to a close and
the call to prayer echoes through the
narrow streets of the ancient city,
travelers linger in the shadow of the
Jameh Mosque, reluctant to leave
behind the beauty and tranquility
they have found within its walls. For
here, amidst the timeless beauty of
Islamic architecture, they have dis-
covered a connection to the past, a
glimpse into a world where faith and
artistry intertwine to create some-
thing truly extraordinary.

Semnan, situated 216 kilome-
ters east of Tehran, lies nestled in

the southern foothills of the Alborz
mountain range and to the north
of the Kavir desert, marking a key
point on the route from Tehran to
Khorasan, boasting an elevation of
1130 meters above sea level. The city
experiences an arid yet temperate
climate.

Semnan offers a diverse land-
scape, encompassing vast deserts
and rugged mountains, which con-
tribute to its climatic variety. The lo-
cal economy benefits from a thriving
industry and mining sector, fostering
the creation of high-quality hand-
icrafts such as pottery, silk weav-
ing, and rugs, which have played a
significant role in the city’s growth.
With its natural wonders dating back
thousands of years, Semnan has be-
come a popular tourist destination.

Situated along historical invasion and
migration routes between the East and
West, Semnan is home to remnants of
ancient civilizations, including historic
areas, cistemns, and aqueducts, each
boasting unique architectural styles
spanning various eras.

Semnan has long been recognized
as a center for religious and scientific
scholarship, and it remains one of Iran's
leading cities in terms of literacy initia-
tives, playing a pivotal role in reducing
illiteracy rates across the country.

Over 5 million sea trips made for Nowruz holidays

TEHRAN - More than five million sea trav-
els have been recorded for the Nowruz holidays,
which officially started on March 20.

“Sea travel is proceeding smoothly,” the spokes-
person of Maritime Travels noted, announcing that
more than 5 million sea voyages have been record-
ed throughout the time of the Nowruz holidays.

In a recent interview with CHTN, Allah-Morad
Afifipour provided a comprehensive overview of
the latest status of the Nowruz travel facilita-
tion plan, revealing that altogether 5,437,000 sea
travels have been recorded in both northern and
southern ports since March 14.

Detailing the figure of these voyages, Afifipour
disclosed that 3,230,000 passenger trips and
2,207,000 tourist trips were recorded which un-
derscores the significance of maritime transpor-
tation as a preferred mode of transit for both lo-
cals and visitors during the festive holiday season.

The spokesperson also highlighted the move-
ment of 605,000 vehicles between the mainland
and the islands of Kish and Qeshm, facilitating the
mobility of travelers and enhancing accessibility to
these sought-after destinations.

In addition to passenger and vehicle trans-
portation, Afifipour emphasized the crucial role
played by a total number of 27,000 passenger fer-
ries, facilitating the smooth transfer of individuals
between various coastal points.

Despite the significant volume of maritime ac-
tivities, Afifipour expressed satisfaction with the
overall safety record, attributing it to the diligent
monitoring, supervision, and proactive measures
implemented by the Ports and Maritime Organi-
zation.

In his concluding remark, the spokesperson

pointed to the ongoing smooth traffic flow in
both northern and southern parts of the country,

assuring that continuing efforts are underway to
enhance the overall travel experience for holiday-
makers.

It's noteworthy that on March 17, Hormozgan's
Director-General of the Ports and Maritime an-
nounced that 43 newly activated passenger ves-
sels with a capacity of 4,707 people along with
46 special landing crafts for transporting 1,892
vehicles are part of the Nowruz travels facilitation
plan’s implementation to cater to holidaymakers
in the best possible way.

Hossein Abbasnejad also noted that the facili-
tation plan started on March 15 and will continue
until April 3.

According to the statistics revealed by related
officials, coastal Hormozgan province alone has
hosted more than four million holidaymakers in
the course of Nowruz, of which approximately
three million traveled to the islands.

65,000 Nowruz travelers visit war
memorials in Ilam province

TEHRAN - During the Nowruz hol-
idays, which officially commenced on
March 20th, some 65,000 visitors
flocked to war memorials and Sa-
cred Defense museums across Ilam
province in western Iran.

According to the Office for Pres-
ervation of Sacred Defense values in
llam, among the visited locations were
war memorials, former battlefields,

the Defense Museum Garden, and the
cemetery of unknown martyrs.

Mohammad-Hossein Fouladi, who
presides over the office, on Tuesday
elaborated that the Nowruz travel-
ers, whether traveling in caravans or
on their own, commenced their visits
from March 15 to April, covering a
broad period to explore these histor-
ical landmarks.

Experts say former war zones and
museums are sometimes triggered
to make guesses about the stories
of people who lost their lives, dis-
placed, wounded, captured, or lost
their loved ones in those bitter mo-
ments of mankind.

The 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq, local-
ly marked as Sacred Defense, was
launched by the order of former Iraqi

President Saddam Hussein nearly 19
months after the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution. It drew to a close in
August 1988 and the United Nations
declared Saddam as the initiator of
the conflict.

It was the second-longest war of
the 20th century after the Vietnam
War.

Sassanid coin depicting Empress Boran
on view at Tehran museum

TEHRAN - A significant historical artifact, the
Sassanid coin featuring Empress Boran (Puran-
dokht), daughter of King Khosrow I, is now on dis-
play at the Money Museum in Tehran.

This coin holds immense value as it represents
the first official depiction of a female ruler in Ira-
nian history.

In 629 CE, Purandokht ascended to the throne
and ruled for a year, during which she authorized
the minting of coins bearing her name.

The silver coin depicts Empress Boran in the form
of a female figure with intricately woven hair, while
the reverse, like other Sassanid coins, features a fire
altar with two attendants guarding the flames.

To provide visitors with a better view of the
coin, the museum has installed larger images of
both the obverse and reverse sides on the walls,
allowing guests to easily admire the depiction of

Empress Boran.

In about 220 CE, the Sasanian dynasty of Iran in-
troduced the concept of thin flan coins, issues that
were struck in relief on both sides. In order not to
produce intolerable stresses in the dies, since the
thinner the material the more force necessary to
make it flow into the recesses of the die’s design,
the depth of relief on such coins was of necessity
much shallower than with earlier currency. Such
techniques spread by way of Byzantium to north-
ern Europe, where the emperor Charlemagne
struck thin flan deniers (small silver coins), or
pennies, which became characteristic of both his
own and neighboring kingdoms.

The Sassanid era saw a general renaissance
in the nation’s art and architecture. As scholar-
ship was promoted by the government and many
works from both the East and the West were

translated into Pahlavi, the Sassanian people’s
official language, crafts like metalwork and gem
engraving reached a high level of sophistication
during that time.

The Muslim conquest of Persia, also known as
the Arab conquest of Iran, led to the fall of the Sa-
sanian Empire in ca. 651 and the eventual decline
of the Zoroastrian religion. The rise of Muslims
coincided with an unprecedented political, social,
economic, and military weakness in Persia.

Archaeologists discovered a sunken
prehistoric fort in Clew Bay island

A sunken prehistoric fort has been discovered
on Clew Bay island off the north Mayo coast, Ire-
land.

[t has been reported that the discovered fort
may be as important as Din Aonghasa, the largest
of the prehistoric stone forts of the Aran Islands.
It is located on Inis Mar, at the edge of a 100-me-
ter-high (330-foot) cliff. Din Aonghasa (unofficial
anglicized version Dan Aengus), a popular tourist
destination, is a significant archaeological site.

Archaeologist Michael Gibbons told the Irish In-

dependent that initial surveys suggested that the
island of Collanmore was a late Bronze Age fort.

The discovery of several large ramparts slicing
through the tidal isthmus connecting the island
to the shoreline outside of Westport provided the
first clue.

One of the bigger islands in the bay, Collanmore,
which is accessible by foot at very low tides, was
once a base for the Glenans Irish Sailing Club.

The set of double ramparts are faced with large
limestone blocks and extending for 200 to 300

meters, and are “most likely to be late Bronze Age
in date, dating between 1100-900 BC”, Mr Gibbons
said.

Both features are covered on high tide, and the
site is “so large and coated in seaweed that one
can see why it wasn't discovered before”.

The archaeologist said they were lucky that day
as there were men cutting seaweed in the same
area. A team from Connemara and archaeologists
from Mayo County Council were also present.

(Source: Arkeonews)



Inclusive societies help autistic

TEHRAN - Fostering a more in-
clusive society can cultivate envi-
ronments where people with autism
feel more valued and thrive to devel-
op their full potential.

Observed on April 2nd annually, World
Autism Awareness Day serves as an op-
portunity to raise awareness about au-
tism spectrum disorder (ASD).

Autism is a complex neurological
condition that affects communica-
tion, social interaction, and behavior.
People with autism vary widely in
their abilities and challenges.

While some may have exceptional
skills in areas such as math, music,
or art, others may have difficulty
with their daily tasks such as main-
taining eye contact or conversations.

This year, the Welfare Organiza-
tion is celebrating the day under the
theme of “Autism and corporate so-
cial responsibility”, ILNA reported.

[t highlights the importance of
timely diagnosing people with au-
tism, empowering their families,
facilitating their access to social ser-
vices, and learning how to communi-
cate effectively with them.

An important goal of the World
Autism Awareness Day is to promote
acceptance.

It is important to recognize that au-
tistic people having diverse strengths
and abilities deserve equal opportu-

A

nities.

According to Charity Foundation
for Special Diseases (cffsd) web-
site, educational initiatives within
schools, workplaces, and communi-
ties can raise awareness about au-
tistic people and provide strategies
to effectively support them.

Another essential aspect of World
Autism Awareness Day is advocacy. It
involves supporting policies and ini-
tiatives that benefit the autistics and
their families. This includes ensuring
access to top-notch healthcare, ed-
ucational resources, job prospects,
and community assistance services.
By supporting the needs of people
with autism, we can move towards a

people flourish

WORLD AUTISM
AWARENESS DAY
2024

Moving from surviving to thriving:
Autistic individuals share regional
perspectives

more inclusive and fairer society.

Moreover, the day is an opportu-
nity to acknowledge the accomplish-
ments and talents of people with
autism and appreciate their unique
perspectives on the world. From art
to music, science, and beyond, peo-
ple with autism have made signif-
icant contributions to society and
enriched our lives in countless ways.

Through increased awareness,
education, advocacy for change, and
celebration of their achievements, a
more compassionate and inclusive
world can be created for everyone.

Theme 2024

Ever since the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly designated April 2 as
World Autism Awareness Day in 2007,
the United Nations has observed the
day as a means to affirm and pro-
mote the full realization of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms for
autistic people on an equal basis with
others.

This year’s theme is “Moving from
Surviving to Thriving: Autistic Individ-
uals Share Regional Perspectives”

The theme goes beyond just rais-
ing awareness of autism. It empha-
sizes the importance of moving the
conversation forward, from simply
understanding autism to creating an
environment where autistic people
can truly flourish.

Overall, World Autism Awareness
Day is a significant step towards cre-
ating a world where autistic individ-
uals are understood, supported, and
empowered.

It serves as a platform for autistic
voices to be heard and for organi-
zations to showcase advancements
made in research, support systems,
and resources.

This collective effort paves the
way for a more inclusive future.

The day advocates for the rights of
autistic people and ensures they can
live fulfilling lives as part of society.
It highlights the need for acceptance,
appreciation, and equal opportunities.

UNODC provides Iranian anti-narcotics police
with drug-detecting dogs

TEHRAN - The Iranian anti-narcotics police
(ANP) canteen center has received a total of ten
trained detecting drugs from the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

The UNODC procured these trained dogs on
February 29, the UN website announced in a press
release on March 17.

According to the UNODC website, this pro-
curement is part of sub-program 1 of the UNODC
Country Partnership Program (CPP) in Iran, with
the goal of enhancing the operational capabilities
of the anti-narcotics police.

Each drug-detecting dog is assigned to a han-
dler, who has been trained by two professional and
senior international instructors.

The instructors led a two-week training pro-
gram to enhance the handlers’ skills in combating
illicit drug trafficking across the country.

During the training, the instructors improved
the handlers’ knowledge in the areas of selection,
physiology and psychology, nutrition, healthcare,
and training of canine dogs.

The practical sessions provided the opportuni-
ty for the handlers to observe, compare, and up-
date their knowledge. The search techniques and
behavioral correction in dogs were observed and
assessed by the instructors of this training.

[ran remains one of the major transit routes for
drug trafficking from Afghanistan to European
countries. The UNODC has built a strong partner-
ship with the Government of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran in several areas including the capacity
building for the Iranian law enforcement and has

Precipitation forecast to reach
above normal in next 3 months

been providing technical assistance to the Iranian
Government in their fight against illicit trafficking
of drugs and precursors.

The Iranian ANP canine trainers, trained by
international seiner instructors, will use their
knowledge during their daily work at border cross-
ings around the country to conduct search on ve-
hicles, containers, and cargo passing through the
legal entry points. The importance of these dogs is
that using them is considered a convenient meth-
od for the identification of hidden concealments of
illicit drugs, the UN website added.

This procurement was conducted as part of the
activities foreseen in the framework of the sub-pro-
gram 1 “Border Management and lllicit Trafficking”
of the UNODC Country Partnership Program for the
Islamic Republic of Iran through the generous dona-
tion of the Government of Japan.

Study visit in Tashkent

Anti-narcotics police and law enforcement ex-
perts and officers from the Drug Control Head-
quarters participated in a three-day study visit
organized by the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) office in Iran from December
4-6,2023, in Tashkent - Uzbekistan.

The UNODC in Iran has been actively present in
the Islamic Republic of Iran since 1999 and con-
siders Iran as one of the strategic partners for
drug control and crime prevention in the region. It
has been supporting the Islamic Republic of Iran
by providing technical assistance and training for
years ever since its establishment, the UN website
announced in a press release on January 3.

ENGLISH IN USE

The country is predicted to receive above normal rainfall over the

next three months (February 20-May 21), head of the climatologi-
cal research institute affiliated to Iran's Meteorological Organization

(IMO) has said.
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The comprehensive curriculum of this study
visit encompassed various activities and topics,
inter alia session on “Construction and structure
of an optimal canine center, management of an
optimal canine center; staffing of an optimal ca-
nine center; breeding, health, treatment, food, etc.
for drug-detecting dogs”, the report added.

The theoretical courses including different lec-
tures and seminars, were complemented by prac-
tical training.

The attendees learned about the specific ways
of training and dealing with working dogs. They
also acquired needed practical knowledge for
managing kennels.

According to the report, the members of the
Iranian delegation visited the veterinary ward and
had the opportunity to directly ask their questions
from the specialized medical staff. The head of
the medical center provided the delegation with
pertinent information and answered questions
regarding structure, staffing, equipment, and
other technical aspects of the management of the
veterinary ward.

At the end of the training and pursuant to the
official ceremony at the Regional Customs Ca-
nine Centre of Uzbekistan, memorial trees were
planted to symbolize enduring fellowship among
partners in Iran and Uzbekistan and continuous
cooperation in the future.

Highlighting the importance of international co-
operation in the fight against narcotics, Alexander
Fedulov, the UNODC representative in Tehran, hoped
that future activities of a similar nature would con-
tinue upon the provision of support by donors.
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The whole country will meet normal and above normal rainfalls, the

northern parts will receive above normal rainfall while southern prov-
inces will receive normal to lower-than-normal rainfall, IRNA quoted

Iman Babaeian as saying on Sunday.
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This month, northern and eastern provinces will receive rain above

normal averages, while in the first month of spring precipitation will
be at normal amounts across the country, he noted, adding, during the
second month of spring rainfall will reach its peak.
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Health ministry conducting
various tests, vaccinations

TEHRAN - Within the framework of a pro-
gram that started on March 15, the health min-
istry is conducting syndromic screening; coro-
navirus, malaria, and cholera tests; as well as
rubella and polio vaccinations, an official with
the health ministry has said.

Over 814,526 syndromic screening tests;
8,507 coronavirus tests, 897 malaria tests, and
624 cholera tests have been carried out so far,
health ministry website quoted Mohammad Da-
dras as saying.

Atotal of 233 individuals have received rubel-
la vaccine.

Also, 2,966 people have been vaccinated
against polio, and 5,644 others have been vac-
cinated against rabies, he added.

Vaccination against rotavirus, pneumococ-
cal

Anational vaccination plan aiming to combat
rotavirus and pneumococcal, which most nota-
bly cause diarrhea and pneumonia respectively,
was said to be added to the country’s immuniza-
tion program on January 21.

Rotavirus can cause severe watery diarrhea,
vomiting, fever, and abdominal pain. Children
who get rotavirus disease can become dehy-
drated and may need to be hospitalized.

Babies can get three doses of vaccine at the
2nd, 4th, and 6th months of life. The vaccine
is administered by putting drops in the child’s
mouth, IRNA quoted Mohsen Zahraei, the head
of the preventable diseases department of the
Ministry of Health, as saying.

The pneumococcal vaccine helps protect
against some types of bacterial infections that
can cause serious illnesses like meningitis (an
infection in the brain and spinal cord) sepsis (a
life-threatening reaction to an infection) pneu-
monia (an infection in the lungs).

Zahraei further noted that pneumococcal
vaccine can be injected when babies are 2, 4, and
12 months old.

Measles and rubella eliminated in Iran
In April 2023, the World Health Organization

confirmed that measles and rubella have been
eradicated in Iran, Health Minister Bahram
Einollahi said.

This success was achieved for the countryina
situation where many European countries have
not yet received approval from the World Health
Organization regarding the eradication of mea-
sles and rubella, but the Islamic Republic of Iran
has succeeded in eradicating these two diseas-
es, he added, ISNA reported.

Measles is potentially a deadly disease. Se-
vere complications include pneumonia, diarrhea,
blindness, and encephalitis (brain swelling).

Most people who get rubella usually have a
mild illness, with symptoms that can include
a low-grade fever, sore throat, and a rash that
starts on the face and spreads to the rest of the
body.

The measles vaccination program in Iran
started in 1984 when 34 percent of the popu-
lation was vaccinated in the first year and 90 to
95 percent of the population after 6 years. Also
in 2003, 33 million people were vaccinated with
a national program to eradicate measles in the
country.

Concerns about the spread of measles in the
country are growing as the Afghan population
grows.

Iran’s Primary Health Care (PHC) system is
known as a role model in the Health Sector
which could be adopted by other countries, both
in terms of expanded networking and outreach
as well as the successful linkage between the
Health Sector and Medical Education insti-
tutes, such as Medical Universities, according to
UNICEF.

Over 1,380 volunteer medical teams
dispatched to deprived areas

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Crescent Society
(IRCS) sent 1,388 volunteer medical teams com-
prising 14,668 people to deprived areas in the
past Iranian calendaryearthat ended on March 19.

Compared to 840 medical teams dispatched
in the Iranian calendar year 1401 which ended in
March 2023, the dispatched medical teams show
a 65 percent rise.

“Volunteer physicians and specialists, para-
medics, nurses, and midwives provided free
treatment services to 219,618 individuals in un-
derprivileged areas, IRCS official Vahid Salimi said
on Tuesday.

Moreover, a total of 31,024 food packages were
distributed among deprived families in the same
period, he added.

Health promotion program

In December 2023, Hassan Farshidi, an official
with the Health Ministry, said around 400,000
health volunteers are active in the country, acting
as the link between the health system and differ-
ent strata of society.

Once trained and empowered, health volun-
teers from communities, organizations, tribes,
and foreign nationals play a central role in pro-
moting health by people, ISNA quoted Farshidi as
saying.

Health promotion programs aim to engage in-
dividuals and communities and promote a healthy
lifestyle, prevention, and timely response.

IRCS dispatch volunteers

On the occasion of World Volunteer Day, De-
cember5, volunteer physicians provided free
health and pharmaceutical services to people in
deprived areas.

The IRCS dispatches volunteer physicians to
underprivileged areas nationwide with the goal of
supporting vulnerable people and improving their
health.

“Volunteer physicians will be sent to deprived
areas from llam, Kermanshah, Yazd, Bushehr,
Markazi, West Azarbaijan, and Kerman provinces
to serve the people in these areas,” Salimi said.

They would provide free health and pharma-
ceutical services, including visiting patients, den-
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tal and midwifery services, and traditional medi-
cine and acupuncture consultation.

They would also check people’s health, blood
pressure, height, and weight.

Moreover, oral and dental health care would be
taught to the students of the villages.

The main objective of dispatching volunteers is
to improve the health of the villagers due to the
unavailability of specialist doctors in these areas
and reduce medical expenses.

Volunteers would try to improve the health of
the people, provide relief, and help patients by
improving the health literacy of society in various
fields.

Rural development

Villagers and nomads play a vital role in the po-
litical, economic, and social developments of Iran.

Despite their low population, they have a great
contribution to all-out national development.

Although oil, industry, and service sectors hold
a significant share of the national economy, the
rural and nomadic economy is considered an in-
exhaustible source for the nation, compared to
exhaustible natural resources.

Living far from pollution and current problems
of cities and being less dependent on oil resourc-
es, they play a critical role in sustainable develop-
ment.

Villagers and nomads take the lead in providing
food, food security, and healthy food production.

They have a major role in the tourism and
handicraft industry and they are sources of many
cultures and traditions in the country playing an
important role in ensuring the country’s security,
especially in borders and remote areas.
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One who imagines himself to be all-knowing will surely suffer on
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Imam Ali (AS)
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Actor Reza Davoudnejad dies at 44

TEHRAN- Young cinema and television
actor Reza Davoudnejad passed away in a
Shiraz hospital on Monday at the age of 44,
due to complications from a blood infection
following a liver transplant and after a period of
hospitalization.

Renowned film director Alireza Davouudnejd,
his father, had previously announced the
hospitalization of this Iranian actor in Shiraz,
citing a blood infection as the reason behind his
hospitalization, Mehr reported on Tuesday.

Davoudnejad began his acting careerasa child
with arole in his father’s movie ‘Defenseless’ in
1986. His pivotal role in the film “Sweet Agony”,
directed by Alireza Davoudnejad in 1999, earned
him a nomination for best actor at the Fajr Film
Festival that year.

Throughout his career, Davoudnejad played

roles in various films such as “Quiet Streets” by
Kamal Tabrizi, “La Minor” by Dariush Mehrijui,
and “Without Her” by Arian Vazirdaftari, in
addition to appearing in comedy TV series
including “Minoo’s Garden” by Reza Safdari,
“Life with Laughter Terms” by Mehdi Mazlumi,
and “Fugitive Escaped” by Reza Attaran, among
others.

Iranian short flick grasps two prizes at
Fribourg International Film Festival

TEHRAN-The Iranian short film “Mrs. Iran’s
Husband” directed by Marjan Khosravi won two
awards at the 38th Fribourg International Film
Festival last week.

The 27-minute movie won the Best
International Short Film Award and CH Cinema
Network Prize at the festival, which was held in
the Swiss city from March 17 to 26, Honaronline
reported.

“Mrs. Iran’s Husband” is about Sultan
Mohammad’s kingdom, which is on the
mountain, and it includes two wives, Iran and
Sara and 11 children, and his flock of sheep.

Like all rulers, he strives to maintain his
power and assets, but the role and duty of
maintaining his prestige and power lie mainly
on the shoulders of his wives.

To expand his territory, he intends to marry
for the third time.

The documentary has already taken home an
award from Toronto’s Hot Docs Festival.

The Fribourg International Film Festival is one
of the European pioneers in discovering African,
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Latin American and Asian cinematographies.
Every year in March the festival becomes an
important rendezvous for film buffs of all
cultures and origins, for amateurs of classics
and novelties, for auteur cinema as well as
for contemporary popular productions. It
pursues the objective to contribute to the
cinematographic and cultural diversity in
Switzerland and in Europe.

The festival aims to promote the
understanding between cultures through
films. It gives preferences to productions that
stimulate reflection and provoke discussion.

It shines a light on blind spots, reveals new
talents and put the history of cinema in context
with exclusive approaches.

The winner of the CH Cinema Network Prize
is selected by students from Lausanne, Lugano
and Zurich universities, ECAL, HEAD and ZHDK.
Based on an exchange between universities,
higher  education  establishments  and
filmmaking institutions, this national program
combines hands-on instruction and university
teaching.

“Tears of Gaza”: the unseen reality
of Israel’s oppression

Frome Page 1 » “Tears of
Gaza” narrates the events after
Israel’s operation “Cast Lead”, also
known as “Gaza Massacre”. This
battle took place between 2008
and 2009. Since the beginning of
“Cast Lead”, the Israeli army and
the Egyptian government have
been preventing foreign journalists
from entering the Gaza Strip. This
decision was made to prevent
another  propaganda  disaster
against Israel; the disaster that
Israeli regime had experienced for
releasing journalists during its
2006 war with Hezbollah.

In an interview with Tehran
Times, Lokkeberg said: “l was
curious to uncover what Israel
was trying to conceal from
international journalists. However,
no international reporters were
allowed to cover the ‘Cast Lead’

operation.”

“Tears of Gaza” narrates the
oppression of Palestine through
the lens of some Gazan children.
When the audience goes along with
the documentary narrative, from
their point of view, Israeli crimes
can no longer be justified with
words like “incursion” and “self-
defense”.

Lokkeberg pointed out that
she decided to focus on children
and woman left alone after their
husbands and fathers were killed
by IDF soldiers.

“Tears of Gaza” is accompanied
by three children from Gaza; Yahya
(12 years old), Amira (14 years old)
and Rasmia (11 years old). Each of
these children tells a part of the

terrible events they experienced
due to the attacks of the Israeli
army. They also talk about their
dreams. Yahya wants to become a
doctor so he can heal people who
are shot by Israelis. Amira says that
she wants to become a lawyer so
she can take the Israelis to court for
the crimes they have committed.

“I wanted to showcase the daily
lives of the people, to see how
they cope with challenges such as
cooking amidst ruins with their
children, mourning at their father’s
grave, and sharing their stories
with us,” the Norwegian director
mentioned.

“Tears of Gaza” realistically
and without censorship depicts
heartbreaking and real images

of Israeli attacks. These pristine
images, never before seen in the
media, attracted the attention of
the judges at the Cannes Festival.
However, the Los Angeles Times
condemned Lokkeberg for “one-
sided propaganda” against Israel.

Lokkeberg expressed that her
goal was to make an identification
so Gazans’ destiny come close to
the audience. “To make people
understand that they are equal to

”

us.

“The way of telling the story
makes you feel that |, as a director,
have compassion for the victims.
You ‘feel’ that they are occupied
and living in a concentration camp,’
she noted.

Lokkeberg explained her film
style: “l made the movie different
from a classic documentary. | used
dramaturgy in the same way as
| would if | were making a fiction
movie.

Despite facing opposition, “Tears
of Gaza” achieved remarkable
success,  receiving  numerous
prestigious awards at various
film festivals. Notable accolades
include recognition at the 35th
Toronto Film Festival and the 12th
Resistance  International  Film
Festival held in Iran. The film was
also presented at universities and
in regular cinemas, with the NYT
critic describing it as the “best
antiwar movie” and a “must-see.”’

Tens of Iranian artists, galleries to attend 10th
World Art Dubai in May

TEHRAN-Several Iranian artists and galleries
will take part in the 10th World Art Dubai (WAD),
set to be held in the UAE in May.

Young and experienced artists including
Mahboubeh Hassanzadeh, Behnaz Bagheri,
Sahar Asghari, Mina Taghizadeh, and Pegah
Rezaeirad as well as galleries such as Homan
Visual Arts Gallery and Persian Kelk will
participate in the event from May 2 to 5, Iran Art
website reported.

The region’s largest contemporary retail
art fair will host over 4,000 artwork pieces
from 400 renowned galleries and solo artists,
representing 60 countries.

Marking a decade of artistic excellence,

WAD is poised to present its most ambitious
edition at Dubai World Trade Center. This year’s
WAD is expected to welcome over 15,000 art
enthusiasts of all ages, fostering inspired
thinking with live art performances, workshops,
and talks during the four-day art fair.

The prominent art exhibition will a diverse
array of artworks, from sculpture and
watercolors to digital art and fashion art pieces.

More than just an art fair, WAD represents a
cultural phenomenon. The fair will be set across
12 pavilions dedicated to countries and regions,
including Iran, Japan, India, China, Turkey, Russia,
and Saudi Arabia among others.

Over four days, visitors can engage in a

variety of activities that go beyond traditional
art exhibitions. WAD will feature experiential
art activations, live performances, and curated
art talks and workshops. These interactive
elements are designed to create a holistic
cultural experience, celebrating the vibrancy
and diversity of the global art scene.

In 2024, WAD will also unveil an innovative
addition to its repertoire: The WAD Tourism
Art Tour, designed for all exhibitors. Through
curated guided tours and interactive local art
interactions around the emirates, WAD is poised
to redefine boundaries and captivate audiences
from around the world, celebrating the diversity
and brilliance of artistic expression.

Iranian young filmmaker wins award at American festival

TEHRAN-Iranian young
filmmaker Hamidreza Arjomandi

won an award at the 25th Through  roads.

the woman is pregnant, unfolds
against the backdrop of impassable

television,

Mainstream media - all film,
journalism,
and print publications - are

they buy, and the way they vote. A
non-biased media is essential to
progress toward gender equality,

digital

Women’s Eyes International Film
Festival, which was held in Florida,
the U.S., in mid-March.

Arjomandi received the Best
Emerging Filmmaker award from
the festival for directing the short
film “The Borders Never Die,” ILNA
reported.

The 15-minute movie tells
the story of families forced to
cross borders due to the war in
their homeland. The challenging
journey, undertaken by a Kurdish

The short flick has so far received
accolades at various international
film events, including the Lift India
Film Festival, Give Peace A Screen
in Italy, the Bangladesh Short Film
Festival, and the 4th Diogenes Film
Festival in Georgia among others.

The Through Women's Eyes
International Film Festival is
dedicated to women filmmakers
and films that address issues
inadequately represented in the
mainstream media.

overwhelmingly created by men,
especially white men. Women are
only 19% of expert interviewees
and 17 percent of film directors
from the top 250 films, they are
outnumbered by men 3 to 1 as
lead characters in family movies,
and those are just a few current
examples.

Media influences everything:
the way people walk and talk, the
careers they seek, the partners
they choose, the way they raise
their children, the clothes and cars

and yes, that will take a while.

Since establishment, the festival
has shared fresh voices and
underrepresented  perspectives
with theater and online audiences.

It is known for presenting a
carefully curated selection of shorts
and feature films from all over the
world. In addition to the great film
offerings, it informs viewers about
media misrepresentation, helping
to spread the word and bring about

couple from Iragi Kurdistan, when

change.

“Death” comes to Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN- “Death, Central Problems of
Philosophy” by English philosopher Geoffrey
Scarre has recently been published in Persian.

Translated by Shirin Ahmadi, the book has been
published by Now Publications in Tehran.

In his book “Death, Central Problems of
Philosophy,” English philosopher Geoffrey Scarre
tackles profound questions about the nature of
death and its significance in human existence.
Central to his exploration is the inquiry into what
exactly death is and why it matters to us as
individuals. Scrutinizing the concept of mortality,
Scarre delves into how the awareness of our finite
existence should shape the way we live our lives,
pondering on the virtues that are most fitting for
beings destined to face death.

Scarre raises thought-provoking queries about
the impact of death on the meaningfulness of
our lives, contemplating whether eternal life
would be endlessly monotonous or if mortality
adds value and urgency to our experiences. He

also considers how individuals should approach
their impending demise, questioning whether
acceptance or resistance is the most appropriate
response. Furthermore, Scarre challenges the
notion of death as an evil, proposing that once we
cease to exist after death, we may no longer be
susceptible to experiencing good or evils.

The book broadens its scope to address how
individuals should respond to the deaths of others
and whether any moral obligations exist towards
the deceased. Scarre draws on a diverse range
of philosophical and literary sources to provide
a contemporary and accessible examination
of the ethical and metaphysical complexities
surrounding death and dying. By delving into
these existential dilemmas, Scarre’s work offers
readers a comprehensive and engaging study
that invites contemplation and reflection on one
of life’s most profound mysteries.

Geoffrey Scarre, a distinguished moral
philosopherand esteemed professor of philosophy

at the University of Durham, is renowned for his
research in applied ethics and moral philosophy.
His scholarly pursuits encompass a diverse array
of subjects, including evil, the Holocaust, death,
forgiveness, courage, the ethics of archaeology,
and utilitarianism, with a particular emphasis
on the philosophy of John Stuart Mill. Scarre also
serves as the director of the Center for the Ethics
of Cultural Heritage, showcasing his dedication
to exploring ethical dilemmas within the realm of
cultural preservation.

Scarre has contributed significantly to the
academic field through his published works,
which delve into various philosophical themes
and ethical quandaries. Some of his notable
publications include “Utilitarianism”, “After Evil:
Responding to Wrongdoing”, “Mill's on Liberty:
A Reader’s Guide” and “On Courage”. Through
his thought-provoking writings and scholarly
endeavors, Scarre’s work continues to enrich and
stimulate discourse within the realm of moral
philosophy and applied ethics.
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