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We will pray in Quds soon

STORM
IS COMING

The Zionist regime will grow weaker day by day, moving closer to its decline and extinction.

Ayatollah Khamenei
April 3,2024
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Quds Day

Ayatollah Khamenei’s
perspective on Quds
Day: ‘Empowering
Palestinian Cause’

TEHRAN - The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has
consistently highlighted the importance of
unity among Muslims in supporting Pales-
tine in his addresses on the International
Quds Day.

An annual event initiated by Imam Kho-
meini (RA), International Quds Day (last Fri-
day of Ramadan, this year falling on April 5)
continues to serve as a powerful reminder
of the collective responsibility of Muslims
worldwide to stand in solidarity with the
oppressed people of Palestine. The occa-
sion, which stimulates millions of Muslims,
underscores the enduring commitment to
justice and liberation for Palestine.

Ayatollah Khamenei has been an advo-
cate for the Palestinian cause, condemning
the Zionist regime’s occupation of Pales-
tine, and attributing its establishment to
the interests of Western powers in the re-
gion.

Central to the Leader’s vision for Quds
Day is the promotion of Jihad and self-reli-
ance in the struggle for Palestinian libera-
tion. He has called for a referendum in Pal-
estine to determine its future, emphasizing
the restoration of Palestinian rights and
the rejection of Zionism.

In his address on Quds Day in 2022, Aya-
tollah Khamenei praised the resilience of
the Palestinian people and condemned the
Zionist regime’s occupation of Jerusalem.
He highlighted the emergence of new dy-
namics in Palestine, where the Palestinians’
“invincible will” has begun to overshadow
the Zionist’s so-called “invincible military.”
Khamenei cited the United States’ succes-
sive defeats and internal rifts as signs of a
shifting geopolitical landscape, noting the
challenges facing the Zionist regime.

Furthermore, the Leader applauded the
spread of resistance movements across
Palestine, from Jenin to Gaza, and stressed
the annulment of normalization plans with
the Zionist enemy. He criticized West-
ern powers for their complicity in Zionist
crimes and emphasized the need for reli-
ance on resistance to address issues in the
Islamic world. He reaffirmed Iran’s support
for the Palestinian Resistance Front and
condemned Arab governments’ normaliza-
tion with the Zionist regime.

“It was the existence of the resistance
that cleansed the occupied parts of Leb-
anon from the Zionists, pulled Iraq out of
the throat of the United States and saved
it from ISIS, helped the Syrian defenders
against U.S. plans, and fought international
terrorism. It is aiding the resilient people of
Yemen in the war that has been imposed
on them; it will bring the Zionist usurpers
to their knees by hand-to-hand combat
through divine success and makes the is-
sue of Quds and Palestine more prominent
in the world public opinion through effort
and struggle,” he stressed.

In his speech on the occasion of the In-
ternational Quds Day in 2021, Ayatollah
Khamenei referred to the change in the bal-
ance of power in favor of the Islamic world
and Palestine, and emphasized: “| tell you
with confidence: The downward movement
of the Zionist regime has started and it will
not stop.”

According to the Leader, the issue of Pal-
estine continues to be the most important
and active issue for the Islamic Ummah col-
lectively. “The policies of the oppressive and
cruel capitalism have driven a people out of
their homes, their homeland and their an-
cestral roots and instead, it has installed a
terrorist regime and has housed a foreign
people therein,” he noted.

“Since the first day, the Zionists turned
the usurped Palestine into a terrorist base.
Israel is not a country, rather it is a terror-
ist camp against the Palestinian nation and
other Muslim nations. Fighting against this
despotic regime is fighting against oppres-
sion and terrorism. And this is a collective
responsibility,” Ayatollah Khamenei under-
lined.

He believes that cooperation between
Muslim countries should be a main and
fundamental goal and this does not seem
unlikely. The pivot around which this coop-
eration turns is the issue of Palestine-the
entirety of that country-and the fate of
Holy Quds.

“Cooperation between Muslims around
the pivot of Holy Quds is an absolute night-
mare for the Zionists and for their American
and European advocates. The failed project
called ‘The Deal of the Century’ and the ef-
fort to normalize the relations between
a few weak Arab governments and the Zi-
onist regime were desperate attempts to
run away from that nightmare,” the Leader
stated.

“There are two determining factors in the
future: First and foremost is the continued
activities of resistance in the Palestinian
lands and the strengthening of the line of
jihad and martyrdom and second, global
support on the part of governments and
Muslim nations throughout the world for
the Palestinian mujahids,” he further added.

At the heart of Quds Day is the recogni-
tion of the suffering endured by Palestin-
ians living under Israeli occupation. These
courageous individuals represent the hope
for Palestine’s freedom. It is incumbent
upon the Muslim Ummah to stand stead-
fastly beside them, ensuring they feel sup-
ported and empowered in their resistance
against oppression. Quds Day serves as a
beacon of hope for Palestinians, reminding
them that they are not alone in their strug-
gle for freedom and dignity.

The commemoration of International
Quds Day is not limited to Iran but extends
across the Muslim world, with Muslims
from diverse backgrounds coming together
to express their solidarity with Palestine.
Despite attempts by global powers to sup-
press Quds Day demonstrations, Muslims
continue to assert their right to voice sup-
port for Palestine.

In 1980, not long after the Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran, the Iranian leader Ayatullah
Khomeini declared the last Friday of Rama-
dan as Quds Day as a sign of Muslim unity
against Israel and in support of the Pales-
tinian people. This was the first time that
a special day for the liberation of Palestine
was celebrated internationally.

Quds is the Arabic name for Jerusalem,
the city considered holy by Christians, Mus-
lims and Jews. The choice of Quds, one of
the three holiest sites in Islam, is due to its
symbolization of Palestinian unity.

Since this declaration, Quds Day has been
marked with rallies and speeches by Mus-
lims around the world, who gather after
Friday prayers at the symbols of Zionist oc-
cupation in their respective countries.

This year, Al-Quds Day falls on April 5,
and is likely to attract even more attention
in view of the current Israeli atrocities in
the Gaza Strip, in which more than 37,000
people have been killed in about six months,
the overwhelming majority of them civil-
ians, women and children, as confirmed by
UN organizations.

But even before the Israeli genocide in
Gaza began last October, there were grow-
ing numbers of demonstrators in the US.,,
Europe, Asia and Africa marking Quds
Day, with Muslims usually protesting af-
ter Friday prayers to draw attention to the
ongoing occupation of Jerusalem. Today,
Al-Quds Day rallies have become a global
phenomenon.

By Hanif Ghaffari
PhD in International Relations

In recent weeks, there has been a notable
rise in official opposition from Western gov-
ernments towards the policies of the occupy-
ing Israeli regime concerning the Gaza Strip.
As a result, various restrictions have been
placed on arms and financial aid to the Tel
Aviv regime, particularly targeting financial
transactions and support for border set-
tlements with Gaza and newly established
settlements on the West Bank. European
governments are actively highlighting these
objections, mirroring the widespread pub-
lic outrage in the West over the increasing
atrocities committed by Netanyahu's cabinet
in Gaza, leading to a rise in martyrs, especial-
ly among children and women. The impact of
Operation “Al-Agsa Storm” has significantly
reshaped the socio-political landscape of
the West, fueling the anger of many Ameri-
can-European citizens towards the unwav-
ering support of the United States and the
relative backing of the European Union for
Tel Aviv, and the ongoing atrocities of the oc-
cupying regime in Gaza, as demonstrated by
public and state surveys. Furthermore, this
discontent and anger have influenced cer-
tain assumptions and forecasts made by the
White House regarding the 2024 presidential
elections. This matter is equally relevant to
the European parliamentary elections, where
established parties like the Social Democrats
and Conservatives are worried about losing
support among voters who are critical of the
Zionist regime.

Biden under pressure

In line with established foreign policy strat-
egies, the President of the United States has
prioritized offering “unconditional support”
to the occupation regime of Israel and align-
ing with it to escalate the situation in Gaza.
Moreover, the influential role of the Zionist
lobby AIPAC in American politics has forced
Biden to tone down his opposition to Net-
anyahu, reducing it to mere criticism or neg-
ative remarks. The US has delayed ceasefire
negotiations, both permanent and tempo-
rary. Meanwhile, Biden faces declining popu-
larity over the Gaza conflict as evidenced by
successive polls released recently. In none of
the recent public opinion surveys in America
over the past five months has Biden outper-
formed Trump. It's evident that Biden’s voter
base has weakened, largely due to the redi-
rection of support from Muslims, people of
color, and even white people who are against
the occupying regime and are also extremely
concerned about the Gaza conflict. This trend
is observable in crucial states like Michigan.

Decoding the Michigan elections

Joe Biden, the current President of the
United States representing the Democratic
Party, and Donald Trump, the former Presi-
dent from the Republican Party, both secured
victories in the preliminary elections held in
Michigan. Of particular concern to Biden is
the reaction of Michigan’s Muslim population
to his Gaza-related policies. In the prelimi-
nary elections, Biden garnered 80% of the
Democratic votes, with “none” votes making
up 15%. In response to Biden’s stance on Gaza,
the Muslim and Arab-American communities
in Michigan cast nearly 40,000 “none” votes
during the preliminary elections. Michigan
holds significant importance; the 40,000
votes surpass the 10,000-vote margin Trump
won in the state during the 2016 elections.

A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports. Israeli strike kills seven World Central Kitchen workers, 2 Apr 2024

This underscores Muslim dissatisfaction with
Biden’s Gaza policies. Biden is deeply appre-
hensive that the voting behavior of Muslims
in the 2024 presidential elections could shift,
potentially leading them to refrain from sup-
porting Biden and the Democrats against
Trump and the Republicans.

The influence of the Gaza conflict on key
voter groups in American elections

The President of the United States has lost
the support of American Muslims and youth
(first-time voters) due to the atrocities com-
mitted in Gaza by the Netanyahu government.
America’s insistence on preventing a perma-
nent ceasefire in the Gaza war has exacer-
bated this trend. While a significant portion
of American Muslim votes may not sway in
favor of Trump, it does not necessarily mean
they will support Biden and the Democrats!
Thousands of Muslims in Michigan have
demonstrated with their recent votes that
if the current trend continues in Gaza and
America fails to take practical and explicit
action to end the Gaza war through a perma-
nent ceasefire, one should not expect Muslim
support. This principle holds true not only in
Michigan but also in states like Wisconsin and
Pennsylvania. Considering the influence and
susceptibility of all three states located in
the region known as the Midwest (Michigan,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin), defeat in these
states would mean the ultimate failure of the
Democrats in the 2024 presidential elections.
Biden initially believed that with time and the
wearing out of the war, the Gaza issue would
become a routine matter in American foreign
policy, but this calculation has proven to be
wrong! Muslim votes in intra-party elections
in Michigan have sounded the alarm louder
for the Democrats and this pattern will likely
extend to other states in America.

The role of power structure on Biden’s
strategy

In the midst of this situation, the signifi-
cance of the power structure and the involve-
ment of both informal and formal power fig-
ures cannot be underestimated. Biden finds
himself intricately linked to this structure,
even credited as one of its creators. Yet, he
faces a consistent decline in his prospects for
a return to the White House. The President
is acutely aware that if the specter of the
Gaza conflict lingers until November 2024
(the time of the US. presidential elections),
it could prove to be his downfall. However,
he lacks the authority to challenge the en-
trenched norms and patterns in his nation’s
foreign policy regarding the West Asia region
and the global arena. He is confronted with
a decision between “defeat in the elections”
and “meeting the demands of AIPAC.” Amidst
these considerations, the President is con-
templating a third option: bringing an end to
the Gaza conflict in the forthcoming months
or perpetuating it as a sustained, low-ten-
sion conflict.

Therapeutic Biden-style speech!

In such circumstances, the President of
the United States opts to utilize statements,
symbols, and signals that, superficially at
least, create a sense of distance from Ne-
tanyahu. For instance, President Biden re-
cently announced his intention to carry out
the first food and aid drop over Gaza. This an-
nouncement came in the wake of reports in-
dicating a significant number of Palestinians
martyred while seeking humanitarian aid,
losing their lives due to gunfire from invading

Zionist forces. In these situations, the audaci-
ty of Biden and White House officials appears
boundless. The US government has consis-
tently vetoed UN Security Council resolutions
on a Gaza ceasefire over the past five months
and has even engaged in provocative actions
during recent six-week ceasefire negotia-
tions in Paris, aimed at undermining Hamas.
With all these elements, Biden aims to foster
this very “false distancing.” The pivotal point
here is that the United States has emerged
as the primary obstacle to global aid for Gaza
and has exerted pressure on the United Na-
tions on this issue. Recently, UN officials is-
sued warnings that starvation in Gaza has
reached an unprecedented level due to the
crimes and genocidal actions of the Zionists,
placing many children, women, and men at
risk of death. Nonetheless, aid from the Unit-
ed Nations fails to reach Gaza, and the United
States refuses to permit the establishment
of a natural pathway for essential food and
medicine to reach Palestinians. Even re-
cently, American authorities have refrained
from releasing a straightforward statement
denouncing the recent inhumane acts com-
mitted by the Zionists, who have targeted
unarmed Palestinians, thereby discouraging
the reception of food assistance. Biden’s at-
tempt to critique certain events in the Gaza
conflict within such a misleading and insin-
cere framework will ultimately have adverse
consequences for him!

Is America an intermediary or a criminal?

In this context, another strategy employed
by the President of the United States is to
portray America as an intermediary in cease-
fire negotiations. However, in this scenario,
America is seen as a “criminal” rather than a
“mediator” or “intermediary.” Antony Blinken
and Jake Sullivan, serving as the Secretary
of State and the National Security Advisor
respectively in the Biden administration, at-
tempt to convey the narrative of “America’s
efforts to broker a temporary ceasefire” in
their communications and everyday dis-
course concerning the Gaza conflict. Never-
theless, in practice, a significant portion of
the crisis can be attributed to them. The deep
collaboration between Tel Aviv and Wash-
ington transcends mere appearances. While
Biden ostensibly expresses concern about
the shortage of food supplies and essential
aid in Gaza, he is simultaneously involved in
orchestrating and overseeing the atrocities
in Gaza through CENTCOM and the Penta-
gon. This glaring contradiction arises from
the strategies and tactics of a nation often
regarded as the primary instigator of histor-
ical, ongoing, and future crises in the global
arena. It must be emphasized that, based on
irrefutable documents and evidence, Biden
shares Netanyahu's belief that starvation
and humanitarian hardships can be wielded
as tools against Palestinians, coercing them
into leaving Gaza or surrendering to Tel Aviv.
The international community, and particular-
ly the Palestinian people, will not accept this
shameful and manipulative narrative perpet-
uated by the White House and its incumbent
President, Joe Biden.
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United States, AIPAC, Biden, Trump, Michi-
gan, Antony Blinken, Jake Sullivan, CENTCOM,
Pentagon
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Imam Khomeini’s enduring legacy:
International Quds Day unites
millions in support of Palestine

By Samaneh Aboutalebi

TEHRAN- The last Friday of the holy month of Rama-
dan marks International Quds Day, a day dedicated to
showing solidarity with the Palestinian people and their
struggle against Israeli occupation.

This annual event was first initiated by the late Iranian
leader, founder of the Islamic Republic Imam Khomeini,
in 1979 as a way to raise awareness about the plight of
Palestinians and to call for the liberation of Quds.

During the Pahlavi era, the United States controlled the
majority of Iran’s industries and capital, endangering the
freedom and independence of the Iranian people. In re-
sponse, Imam Khomeini voiced his opposition, sparking a
movement that culminated in the Islamic Revolution.

The Islamic Revolution, led by Imam Khomeini, aimed
to secure Iran’s independence and freedom from Amer-
ican and Israeli influence in the region, which controlled
Iran’s resources under the Shah’s regime.

Under the Pahlavi regime, Israel, much like the U.S,
wielded significant control over Iran’s resources and
wealth, with many vital projects falling under the Zionist
regime’s purview without hindrance.

The Shah’s unwavering support for the U.S. and Isra-
el further entrenched their dominance, evident in how
Zionists leveraged profits from Iranian projects to rein-
force their occupation of Palestinian territories and sup-
press the downtrodden Palestinian people.

Imam Khomeini’s leadership during the Islamic Rev-
olution not only led to the expulsion of American and
Israeli forces from Iran but also stripped them of their
grip on the country’s wealth and resources. With fore-
sight and wisdom, he emphasized the core principles of
the Islamic Revolution and reinstated its sacred revolu-
tionary objectives by assigning significance to key days
in the Iranian calendar to honor the principles of the Is-
lamic Revolution and its martyrs.

Moreover, his support for oppressed peoples world-
wide, particularly the Palestinians, transcended borders,
leading him to call on Muslims globally to observe Quds
Day in solidarity with the Palestinian cause following the
Israeli bombing of southern Lebanon in 1979.

Imam Khomeini believed it was the duty of all Muslims
to support the Palestinians and stand up against injus-
tices inflicted by the Israeli government. He saw Quds
Day as a way to unite Muslims from around the world in
a common cause and to show that they were not alone in
their struggle.

Since its inception, Quds Day has grown to become
an important event for Muslims and supporters of the
Palestinian people, with millions participating in rallies
globally to call for an end to Israeli occupation.

The legacy of Imam Khomeini and his dedication to the
Palestinian cause continues to inspire people to stand up
for justice and to speak out against oppression. His vi-
sion of a world free from tyranny and injustice is one that
resonates with people of all backgrounds and beliefs.

Today, as Quds Day unfolds amidst increasing oppres-
sion in the region and the ongoing brutal attacks on Gaza
with support from American allies, the importance of
demonstrating solidarity with the Palestinian people is
more vital than ever.

The global community is called upon to stand united
against the injustices faced by the Palestinians, who
continue to struggle against occupation and violence.
The observance of Quds Day serves as a poignant re-
minder of the need for collective action to uphold justice
and advocate for the rights of all oppressed communi-
ties in the face of aggression and persecution.
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Gaza was an awakening for the world

Intl. Quds Day will be observed in 2024 as millions more have grown close to

By Sara Abdolmaleki

TEHRAN - The annual observance of
International Quds Day by millions of
Muslims worldwide serves as a signifi-
cant platform to express solidarity with
the Palestinian cause. Particularly this
year, amidst the ongoing conflict in Gaza,
a surge in global participation is antici-
pated, as the brutal realities of the Israeli
regime’s actions have galvanized interna-
tional attention.

Over the past six months, a wave of
protests has swept through various parts
of the world, challenging the narratives
put forth by governments, especially in
Western nations. The calls for a ceasefire
resonate with the shared humanity that
transcends divides of religion, ethnicity,
and nationality. Across diverse communi-
ties, including Muslims, Jews, Christians,
and individuals from all walks of life, a
unified voice emerges in Western cities,
demanding an end to the tragic plight of
civilians in Gaza.

The harrowing scenes unfolding in
Gaza, captured on mobile devices and in-
dependent broadcast worldwide, show-
case the devastating toll of the conflict.
Images of innocent children trapped in
the rubble, families torn apart by violence,
and entire neighborhoods reduced to ru-
ins underscore the indiscriminate nature
of Israel’'s military assaults on civilian in-
frastructure.

The profound human tragedy and wide-
spread devastation unfolding in Gaza have
shattered the longstanding narratives
perpetuated by Western states, challeng-
ing the perceptions ingrained in the minds
of people worldwide. The stark contrast
between the sanitized official accounts
and the grim realities faced by those en-
during the brunt of conflict has raised
great doubts and prompted a reevalua-
tion of the information disseminated by
Western authorities.

the Palestinian cause

Amidst the chaos and destruction
caused by 2,000-ton Israeli bombs raining
down on Gaza, those fortunate enough to
escape immediate harm find themselves
thrust into a desperate struggle for sur-
vival. The scarcity of food and essential
resources plunges individuals into a race
against time, as the basic necessities for
sustenance become increasingly scarce.
The crumbling healthcare infrastructure
adds to the horrors, with a severe short-
age of medical personnel rendering the
wounded and sick without proper care.
Tragic scenes unfold as infants are de-
prived of life-saving incubators, women
endure unspeakable atrocities, and chil-
dren grapple with heart-wrenching trau-
ma that sometimes manifests as heart
attacks.

The staggering toll of over 32,000 Pal-
estinian lives lost at the hands of Israeli
forces is the most horrifying part for the
Western public. People see the insatiable
thirst for bloodshed exhibited by Israel and
its unchecked violence, perpetuating a cycle
of suffering that shows no signs of abating.

As people were grappling with the
distressing reality in Gaza, they began
a deeper examination of the historical
context revealing the longstanding op-
pression faced by Palestinians. They found
out that the roots of the conflict trace
back over seven decades to the Nakba, a
catastrophic event that led to the forcible
displacement of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians from their homes. The endur-
ing struggle for autonomy and freedom
has left over 5 million Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank living under occupa-
tion, devoid of basic rights and subject to
the whims of Israeli authorities.

The restrictions imposed on Palestin-
jians, from limitations on construction
and economic activities to strict controls
on movement and access to resources,
underscore the extent of their subjuga-
tion. Despite repeated attempts at resis-

tance, both through diplomatic channels
and acts of defiance, Palestinian aspira-
tions for self-determination have been
repeatedly thwarted by a regime backed
by powerful Western allies. Palestinians
continue to struggle for justice, dignity,
and the right to a homeland as they get
labeled by Israel and its Western lackeys
as terrorists.

Meanwhile, Western leaders find them-
selves grappling with a glaring lack of
coherent and justifiable reasoning behind
their unwavering support for Israel. The
erosion of credibility among global audi-
ences transcends mere public perception,
signaling a broader crisis of legitimacy
that has far-reaching implications. Critics
argue that the blind allegiance to Israel
not only undermines ethical principles but
also undermines the very foundation of
Western civilization’s historical authority
and moral standing on the global stage.

Also, in this age of pervasive connec-
tivity and digital empowerment, Israel’s
attempts to shape the narrative and con-
trol information are facing unprecedented
scrutiny and resistance. The democrat-
ic nature of social media platforms and
the rapid dissemination of information
through emerging technologies have em-
powered individuals to uncover and share
the truth, dismantling falsehoods and
exposing propaganda efforts in real time.
Whereas past disinformation campaigns
took years to unravel, the speed at which
misinformation is debunked in the digital
age has left Israel’s propaganda machin-
ery vulnerable to swift and widespread
debunking within hours or even minutes
of dissemination.

Perhaps even last year, nobody would
have been able to predict that the truth
would be revealed about Israel's occu-
pation of Palestine. People’s awakening
across the world is only going to increase
as you only need to be human in order to
feel for the Palestinians.

Quds Day: Gaza’s message loud and clear

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Quds Day unites people globally
in solidarity with Gaza, amplifying voices and
highlighting Palestinian struggles for justice
and freedom.

Every year on the last Friday of holy month
of Ramadan, millions of Muslims worldwide
participate in International Quds Day, a day
established in 1979 by the Late Founder of the
Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini.

The purpose of Quds Day, named after the
Arabic word (al-Quds), is to demonstrate un-
wavering support for the Palestinian people
in their struggle against Israeli occupation.

Large-scale rallies and marches charac-
terize the day. Public figures deliver speech-
es, often inciting chants of “Death to Israel,
Death to America.”

Quds Day extends beyond Iran’s borders.
The 1988 decision by the Organization of the
Islamic Conference’s Jerusalem Committee
ensured public events throughout the Arab
world. Countries with significant Shia pop-
ulations, particularly Lebanon where Hezbol-
lah holds major observances, witness high
turnout. Notably, groups like Hamas and Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad actively endorse and
participate in Quds Day activities.

Quds Day’s impact on international rela-
tions

Leaders within the resistance movements
view Quds Day as a potent symbol of unity
and a message of unwavering support for
Palestine. Hassan Nasrallah, Secretary-Gen-
eral of Lebanon’s Hezbollah, emphasizes that
Quds Day instills fear in Israel due to the pro-
jected image of solidarity.

Similarly, Akram al-Kaabi, leader of Irag’s
Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba, highlights
Quds Day as a defining principle in their fight
against Israeli occupation. He further criti-
cizes regional countries normalizing rela-
tions with Israel, vowing Irag’s unwavering
commitment to Palestinian support.

Quds Day undoubtedly serves as a potent
symbol of solidarity for the Palestinian cause.

Quds Day: a vital platform for Palestinian
solidarity and global awareness

&

The Quds issue stands as a pivotal concern,
resonating both on a religious and geopo-
litical scale. For years, on the final Friday of
Ramadan, global advocates for freedom have
rallied, asserting that the plight of the Pales-
tinian nation cannot fade from memory. Their
steadfast commitment echoes a resolute
march towards a liberated Quds, where the
world will witness the futility of oppression
and occupation.

Yet, this year’s narrative diverges. Months
have passed witnessing the egregious es-
calation of atrocities by the usurping Zionist
regime against the people of Gaza. Despite
fasting and defenselessness, Gaza's be-
sieged populace valiantly confronts a regime
steeped in usurpation and brutality.

Amidst the rubble of demolished homes
and the anguish of lost loved ones, the cou-
rageous men and women of Gaza refuse to
capitulate to tyranny. Their resilience un-
derscores a solemn truth: that resistance to
oppression endures, undeterred by adversity.

The grandeur of this year’s Quds Day pro-
cession serves as a beacon of solidarity, am-
plifying support for the oppressed Palestin-
ian nation. It sends an unequivocal message
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to global powers: that the forces of oppres-
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sion—be they usurpation, violence, or subju-
gation—are inherently destined for defeat.

Quds Day: amplifying Palestinian voices
and condemning Zionist crimes

The Zionist regime’s persistent efforts to
normalize relations with some Arab states
underscore a calculated attempt to obscure
the enduring plight of Palestine and Gaza.

In their pursuit of diplomatic alliances, Zi-
onists seek to erode the collective memory of
the Palestinian struggle, hoping to consign it
to oblivion.

However, the annual global Quds Day
march serves as a powerful testament—a
reaffirmation of solidarity with an oppressed
nation ensnared within the grip of the Zion-
ist regime. It stands not merely as an event
but as a global covenant, a solemn pledge to
uphold the rights of the marginalized and to
resist the forces of oppression. In the face of
attempts to whitewash injustice, the Quds
Day march serves as a resolute reminder that
the world will not forget, nor forsake, those
who suffer under the yoke of oppression.

The international ramifications of Quds

Day are manifold. Firstly, the Quds Day serve
as a catalyst holding the Israeli government
accountable for its continued violations of
international law and human rights abuses
in the occupied territories. As governments
across the globe face mounting pressure
from their citizens to take a principled stance
against Israeli aggression, the isolation of
the Zionist regime becomes increasingly pro-
nounced.

Furthermore, Quds Day galvanizes grass-
roots movements and civil society organiza-
tions to mobilize in solidarity with the Pales-
tinian cause. From boycott, divestment, and
sanctions (BDS) campaigns to advocacy for
Palestinian self-determination, the global
movement for Palestinian rights gains mo-
mentum with each passing Quds Day. This
grassroots activism not only raises aware-
ness about the plight of the Palestinian peo-
ple but also fosters international solidarity
and support for their struggle.

Moreover, the symbolic significance of
Quds Day reverberates within internation-
al institutions and forums, where debates
over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict often
unfold. By amplifying the Palestinian narra-
tive and challenging the legitimacy of Israeli
occupation, Quds Day reshapes the discourse
surrounding the conflict and undermines at-
tempts to whitewash Israeli crimes. This shift
in narrative empowers Palestinian advocates
and their allies to push for concrete mea-
sures aimed at ending Israeli impunity and
achieving justice for the Palestinian people.

In response to the growing international
condemnation of its policies, the Zionist re-
gime has sought to delegitimize Quds Day
and portray it as a manifestation of an-
ti-Semitism or extremism. However, such ef-
forts have largely failed to resonate beyond
a narrow circle of the occupying regime’s
supporters, as the principles of justice and
solidarity that underpin Quds Day resonate
with people of conscience worldwide.

Quds Day rallies shine a spotlight on the
ongoing crimes committed against Palestin-
ians and provide vital support to those living
under occupation and siege.

Through Quds Day, the voices of the op-
pressed are elevated, and the reality of life
under Israeli occupation is brought to the
forefront of global consciousness. The ral-
lies serve as a potent reminder of the urgent
need for a just and lasting resolution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, rooted in princi-
ples of equality, justice, and respect for inter-
national law.

Quds Day galvanizes
global solidarity with
Gaza, amplifies voices,
spotlights Palestinian
quests for justice and
liberation, and fosters
global unity.

In bringing the rightful voice of the Pales-
tinians to the world stage, Quds Day rallies
play a crucial role in challenging the domi-
nant narratives that seek to justify or nor-
malize Israeli aggression. By bearing witness
to the suffering of the Palestinian people and
standing in solidarity with their struggle for
freedom and dignity, participants in Quds Day
events contribute to the broader movement
for justice and peace.

In conclusion, holding Quds Day is not
merely a symbolic gesture but a powerful ex-
pression of solidarity and resistance. By mak-
ing the crimes of the Zionist regime more vis-
ible and amplifying the voices of oppressed
Palestinians, Quds Day rallies strengthen the
global movement for Palestinian rights and
bring us one step closer to realizing the vision
of a just and peaceful future for Palestinians.
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TEHRAN - Since the 1979 Islamic Rev-
olution, Iranian people have regularly
held huge rallies in different occasions
to show solidarity with Palestinian peo-
ple in the face of Israel’s brutalities and
acts of aggression.

Pro-Palestine rallies have gained
momentum since Israel launched war |
on Gaza on October 7. Iranians from
all walks of life have held gatherings |
across the nation to voice support for
the Palestinians in the besieged terri-
tory and denounce the regime’s atroc-
ities.

Palestine Square in central Tehran,
where the Palestinian embassy is lo-
cated, has seen numerous pro-Pales-
tine protests.

Protesters have stressed that the
Iranian government and nation will
spare no effort to support Palestinians
in particular amidst Israel's genocidal
war on Gaza.

They have condemned Israel’s bar-
baric acts and massacres of civilians
including children in Gaza over the past
six months. The demonstrators have
condemned certain Western coun-
tries, in particular the United States
over their unwavering support for the
apartheid regime.

People have burned effigies of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and stomped on his images during ral-
lies to vent their anger at the ongoing
genocide and mass massacres in Gaza.

Senior government officials and top

military commanders have also deliv-
ered speeches during these demon-

| alddion il 5 soaes 5593l

Rallies, murals at Tehran’s
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and Israeli spy headquarters in Irag’s
semi-autonomous Kurdistan region in
January 2024.

At Palestine Square, a mural on a
building showed a missile being fired,
with a caption warning in Persian and
Hebrew, “Prepare your coffins.”

That was a stark warning that Iran
will not hesitate to defend its national
interests in the face of enemy plots.

In February, a mural adorned with
images of missiles and phrases in Per-
sian and Hebrew was unveiled at Pal-
estine Square with a message, “We are
stronger and more determined than
ever”

The creation of the mural highlight-
ed Israel’'s vulnerability and the blows
dealt to the regime by the Palestinian
resistance.

After the assassination of Hamas of-
ficial Saleh al-Arouri in an Israeli drone
strike in Beirut’s southern suburbs of
Dahiyeh in January, a large-scale mural
was designed with a message in Arabic,
Persian and Hebrew. The message indi-
cated that Israel’s assassinations will
fail to bring the resistance to its knees.

In the wake of the Yemeni army’s at-
tacks against Israeli-linked ships in the
Red Sea, a mural at Palestine Square
drew attention to the role of regional
resistance in supporting Gazans which
read, “The sea is always unsafe for Pha-
raohs”

During the past months, Yemen's An-
sarullah movement has been staging
missile and drone attacks against ves-
sels heading to Israeli ports in support

strations stressing that the Islamic
Republic will continue to stand by Pal-
estinian people.

Palestine Square murals

Apart from staging rallies, murals,
banners and billboards have been un-
veiled at Palestine Square to direct
global attention to Israel's atrocious
crimes.

Hours after Hamas carried out Op-
eration Al-Agsa Flood on October 7, a
mural appeared on the exterior of a
building at Palestine Square that hailed
the Palestinian resistance movement.

Iran has stressed that it was not in-
volved in the Hamas attack and did not
have foreknowledge of the operation.
Iranian officials have said that the Pal-
estinian resistance fighters conducted
Operation Al-Agsa Flood independently.

A mural depicting a more advanced
version of Iran’s Fattah hypersonic mis-
sile was unveiled in November last year
at Palestine Square with a message
reading “400 Seconds to Tel Aviv.”

It was in fact a response to anti-Iran

threats and rhetoric made by Israeli of-
ficials.

Speaking at the 78th session of the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York in September, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu threat-
ened to use nuclear weapons against
Iran.

For several times, the regime has
threatened to take military action
against Iran. It has assassinated Iranian
nuclear scientists and stands accused
of carrying out acts of sabotage at Ira-
nian nuclear and military facilities.

Iran has repeatedly warned that any acts
of aggression by Israel against the country

Iran’s president has already warned
Israel about the consequences of any
warmongering approach and military
adventurism.

“Enemies, particularly the Zionist
regime, has received the message that
any tiny action against our country will
prompt a harsh answer from the armed
forces, which will accompany the de-
struction of Haifa and Tel Aviv,” Ebrahim
Raisi said in April 2023 as the country
marked the annual Army Day.

Murals and banner also appeared in
Tehran after Iran hit the positions of
terrorist groups in Syria and Pakistan

of Palestinians in Gaza.

The movement says the attacks
won't stop unless Israel ends its war of
genocide on Gaza.

The latest mural at Palestine Square
was unveiled on Wednesday. It depicts
Brigadier General Mohammad Reza
Zahedi, a senior commander in Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps, who
was assassinated by Israel in Syria on
Monday.

A caption appears on the banner
warning Israel, “We will punish you and

will be met with a crushing response.

make you regret.”

Embracing spirit of Quds Day: Iran’s advocacy for Palestinian cause

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - The occupied city of al-Quds holds
a sacred place in the hearts of Muslims world-
wide, embodying resilience, faith, and struggle
for liberation. Similarly, for the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Al-Quds transcends mere geography; it
emerges as a spiritual and ideological bedrock
intricately entwined with the nation’s essence
and aspirations.

Al-Quds, revered and iconic, encapsulates the
resilient spirit of a people unwavering in their
pursuit of justice, despite facing adversity. It
symbolizes the enduring faith that transcends
generations, offering a timeless message of
hope and perseverance.

Atthe core of the Islamic Republic of Iran beats
a fervent commitment to justice, liberation, and
solidarity, which finds its annual expression on
Quds Day. Introduced by Iranian leader Imam
Khomeini in 1980, Quds Day stands as a symbol
of unity and defiance against oppression, nota-
bly the Israeli occupation of Al-Quds.

As Iran’s principles are deeply rooted in resis-
tance against tyranny and imperialism, this sen-
timent is reflected in the essence of Quds Day.
The unwavering support of Iran for the Pales-
tinian cause epitomizes its firm stance against
injustice and occupation, resonating with the
spirit of Quds Day in its resolute rejection of op-
pression.

Moreover, Quds Day embodies Iran’s com-
mitment to Islamic solidarity and unity, rallying
Muslims worldwide to stand in solidarity with
the oppressed, regardless of sectarian affilia-
tions. Iran extends its hand in brotherhood to
all Muslims, emphasizing the universal values of
justice, compassion, and resistance encapsulat-
ed in Quds Day. The occasion has distinct value
for the Iranians as well. The annual marches on
Quds Day unite Iranians from all walks of life,
demonstrating their collective resolve to uphold
the principles of justice and dignity. In these mo-
ments of solidarity, Iranians reaffirm their alle-
giance to the ideals espoused by Imam Khomei-
ni, pledging to remain steadfast in their support
for the oppressed and marginalized.

Furthermore, Iran’s emphasis on self-reliance
and sovereignty resonates with the ethos of
Quds Day. Iran’s defiance against external pres-
sure and sanctions mirrors the spirit of resis-
tance championed on this auspicious occasion,
inspiring nations globally to uphold their dignity

and autonomy in the face of adversity.

Al-Quds Day serves as a powerful reminder of
the shared values and aspirations that bind the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the broader Muslim
ummah. It encapsulates the principles of justice,
resistance, and solidarity that form the bedrock
of Iran’s identity and foreign policy. Since the
very inception of the Islamic Revolution of fran
in 1979, the country’s stance on the Palestine
has revived the Muslim Ummah, breathing life
into Resistance movements and reaffirming
the centrality of the Palestinian cause. From
a political perspective, centralizing the Pales-
tinian cause underscores the unique nature of
Palestinian oppression, perpetuated by world
superpowers conspiring to maintain hegemonic
control.

=== Al-Quds: The heartbeat of Resistance

Iran’s steadfast support for Quds Day and
its advocacy for Palestinian rights play a piv-
otal role in galvanizing global solidarity against
common enemies.

From Palestine to Yemen, Quds Day has in-
spired and empowered diverse Resistance
movements, uniting people in their struggle
against imperialism, colonialism, and injustice.
The annual observance amplifies the voices of
the oppressed and underscores the intercon-
nectedness of struggles for liberation, making it
a pivotal moment in the global anti-colonialist
discourse.

Iran’s influential role in promoting Quds Day
extends beyond the borders of Palestine and Ye-
men, resonating with anti-colonial movements
worldwide. By emphasizing the shared plight of
oppressed peoples and the imperative of soli-
darity, Quds Day serves as a rallying cry against
imperialism, colonialism, and hegemony. In do-
ing so, it fosters alliances and collaborations
that transcend geographical and ideological di-
vides, uniting Muslims and allies in a common
struggle for justice and liberation.

Moreover, Quds Day challenges dominant
narratives and exposes the complicity of global
powers in perpetuating injustice and exploita-
tion. By centering the Palestinian cause and
amplifying the voices of the marginalized, Quds
Day disrupts hegemonic structures and fos-
ters a collective consciousness of resistance. It
inspires people around the world to join forces
in the struggle for liberation, recognizing that
their destinies are intertwined in the pursuit of
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justice and freedom.

As Iran asserts its influence on the world
stage, its commitment to uniting Muslims and
allies against imperialism and injustice remains
a cornerstone of its foreign policy, shaping the
trajectory of anti-colonial struggles and libera-
tion movements worldwide.

=== [ran stays committed to fighting occupa-
tion despite global pressures

The lack of proper media coverage of Quds
Day globally is further compounded by Iran’s
changing dynamics on the world stage. As a key
player in West Asia and a vocal advocate for Pal-
estinian rights, Iran’s stance on Quds Day sig-
nificantly influences the discourse surrounding
the Palestinian conflict. Iran’s unwavering sup-
port for the Palestinian cause, coupled with its
diplomatic efforts to address the issue at inter-
national forums, challenges the status quo and
disrupts existing power dynamics.

Iran’s growing influence in the region and its
assertive foreign policy have reshaped the geo-
political landscape, prompting a reevaluation of
traditional alliances and power structures. With
its support for various resistance movements
across the Muslim world, including in Pales-
tine and Yemen, Iran has emerged as a potent
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force for anti-colonial struggles and liberation
movements. This newfound prominence has
made Iran a focal point of global attention, with
its actions and statements shaping debates on
regional stability and security.

Furthermore, Iran’s proactive approach to ad-
dressing the Palestinian issue and its efforts to
raise awareness about Quds Day on the interna-
tional stage have contributed to a shift in global
perceptions.

Through diplomatic channels, media out-
reach, and public diplomacy initiatives, Iran
seeks to counteract mainstream narratives and
highlight the plight of Palestinians. By amplify-
ing the voices of the oppressed and challenging
dominant discourses, Iran aims to galvanize
international support for the Palestinian cause
and promote a more just and equitable resolu-
tion to the conflict.

Each year, on the last Friday of Ramadan, mil-
lions of Iranians take to the streets in national
marches, passionately declaring their solidarity
with the Palestinian people and their unequivo-
cal support for the liberation of Al-Quds. These
marches not only honor the enduring legacy of
Imam Khomeini but also inspire generations of
Iranians to stand firm in their support for the

oppressed, echoing the principles embodied by
Quds Day.

Moreover, the involvement of young people
in Quds Day activities has emerged as a driving
force behind the event’s narrative and momen-
tum. As digital natives, the younger generation
harnesses both online and offline platforms
to mobilize, raise awareness about Palestin-
ian rights, and challenge oppressive regimes.
Through social media campaigns, youth-led
organizations, and grassroots initiatives, young
activists play a pivotal role in amplifying the
voices of the oppressed and advocating for jus-
tice on Quds Day, ensuring that the spirit of sol-
idarity continues to thrive and evolve.

This year, falling on April 5, Quds Day is ex-
pected to garner increased attention amid the
ongoing Israeli atrocities in Gaza, underscoring
the urgency of the Palestinian cause.

As the world bears witness to the ongoing
turmoil and strife in the region, Al-Quds stands
as a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit, a beacon of hope amidst the darkness
of conflict and division. It beckons humanity to
unite in solidarity, to stand firm in the face of in-
justice, and to strive tirelessly for a future built
on peace, equality, and mutual respect.
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