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46th Moscow 
International Film 
Festival to screen Iranian 
films, series

TEHRAN-Three Iranian films and a series will 
be shown at the 46th Moscow International Film 
Festival, due to be held from April 19 to 26 in 
Moscow, Russia.

One feature film, a documentary, and a 
short film from Iran will take part in different 
competition sections of the festival and an Iranian 
series will also be present in the “First Series” 
section, ISNA reported. Eleven films from Iran 
Germany, Austria, Bangladesh and some other 
countries will participate in the Main Competition 
of this year’s edition of the festival.

“Cold sigh,” directed by Nahid Azizi Sedigh is 
Iran’s representative in the Main Competition 
section. The 72-minute drama, is a production of 
2023 and has Iman Sedigh and Ali Bagheri in the 
cast.  Page 8

Israeli assault on 
Iran embassy in 
Damascus will never 
go unanswered: top 
general 

TEHRAN- Iran’s top military commander 
assured that retaliation for the Israeli attack 
on Iran’s diplomatic mission in Damascus is 
certain, emphasizing that Tehran will deter-
mine the timing and method of the response. 

Major General Mohammad Hossein 
Baqeri, Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed 
Forces, spoke on Saturday at the funeral of 
Major General Mohammad Reza Zahedi, a 
high-ranking IRGC commander martyred in 
the Israeli airstrike on the consular section of 
the Iranian embassy in Damascus on April 1.

In response to calls for retaliation, the top 
military commander stated that the Israeli 
assault will not go unanswered. 

He emphasized that Iran will determine 
the timing and method of its retaliation. 

The response to the Israeli attack will be 
carried out with precision, causing the Zion-
ist regime to regret its actions. 

Major General Baqeri described the attack 
on Iran’s embassy in Damascus as a self-de-
structive move by Israel and stated that the 
sacrifice of Iranian military personnel will 
hasten Israel’s downfall. 

He also pointed out that the U.S. bears pri-
mary responsibility for the attack in Damas-
cus and must face consequences.  Page 2

Iran urges UNSC to 
denounce terrorist 
acts in Sistan-
Baluchestan

TEHRAN- Amir Saeid Iravani, the Iranian 
ambassador and permanent representa-
tive to the UN, has called on the UN Security 
Council to slam the terrorist group Jaish al-
Adl’s recent attacks in the southeast Iranian 
province of Sistan-Baluchestan and to take 
the required action to combat terrorism.

In a letter to the UNSC president and the 
UN chief on Friday night, Iravani noted that 
“Iran calls on the Security Council to strongly 
condemn these abhorrent terrorist acts and 
to take appropriate measures in alignment 
with its steadfast commitment to combat-
ing terrorism in all its forms and manifesta-
tions.”

Here is the full text of the Iranian envoy’s 
letter:

I am writing to inform you of yet another 
appalling and cowardly terrorist attack on 
my homeland, the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
This horrific attack occurred merely two days 
after the reprehensible and despicable ter-
rorist attack carried out by the Israeli regime 
on the diplomatic premises of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Damascus, the Syrian Arab 
Republic.  Page 2
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America’s lawmakers—
misguided or treasonous 
supporters of Israel?

By Professor Hossein Askari

First, details of America’s support for Israel:

- The United States has provided financial and military 
aid to Israel totaling about $300 billion (adjusted for 
inflation) since 1948. Also, the United States has agreed 
to give Israel another $4 billion a year through 2028. The 
U.S. Congress is considering an additional $14-15 billion 
in the midst of the Gaza War. The U.S. has prepositioned 
millions of dollars more in lethal weapons in Israel, which 
can be released at a moment’s notice. Such unprecedented 
support for a country that is richer (per capita) than France 
and Germany must be assessed. The Israeli armed forces 
are among the ten best equipped forces in the world, all 
from the generosity of the United States. 

- The U.S. also provides Israel with something that 
money cannot buy—unique and unprecedented political 
support around the world to limit global criticism of Israel. 
Most visible have been instances at the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) where the U.S. has cast its veto 83 
times, 

Israeli wishful thinking 

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Six months into the Gaza war, Israel is further 
sinking into a horrific quagmire as it has failed to achieve 
its purported military aims.

Israel launched its genocidal war on the Gaza Strip on 
October 7 after Hamas carried out Operation Al-Aqsa Flood 
in southern Israel.

More than 1,100 people were killed when Hamas 
conducted the military operation and about 250 were 
taken captive. 

Following a weeklong truce in late November, more than 
100 captives were freed. 

Israel says 134 captives remain in Gaza; more than 30 of 
whom are presumed dead. Some of the captives lost their 
lives during Israeli attacks on Gaza. 

The Israeli prime minister has been pursuing two 
objectives since October 7, destroying the Palestinian 
resistance movement Hamas and bringing back captives. 

Benjamin Netanyahu has stressed that the Israeli army 
would continue strikes against Gaza until achieving total 
victory over Hamas. 

UN rights body calls for Israeli 
arms embargo 

By Wesam Bahrani

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has 
adopted a resolution calling on all countries “to cease the 
sale, transfer and diversion of arms, munitions and other 
military equipment to Israel, the occupying power”. 

There has been a surge in warnings by senior UN 
officials and rights groups documenting mass atrocities 
by the Israeli occupation forces against civilians in the 
blockaded Gaza Strip. 

Many of the harrowing reports involve the use of U.S.-
made weapons against the civilian population of Gaza in 
violation of international law. 

The UN body’s resolution makes clear an arms embargo 
is urgent “in order to prevent further violations of 
international humanitarian law and violations and abuses 
of human rights”. 

The resolution explains the necessity of this measure 
because of “reasonable grounds to suspect that such 
goods, technologies or weapons might be used to violate 
or abuse human rights.” 

Iran’s 5.4% economic 
growth in 2023 2nd-
highest in world: PBO 
head

TEHRAN – The head of Iran’s Plan and Budget 
Organization (PBO) has said the country’s 5.4 
percent economic growth in 2023 reported by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was the 
second-highest rate in the world.

IMF also increased its estimate of Iran’s 
economic growth in 2024, citing a higher-than-
expected surge in the country’s oil production.

The IMF, in its report published on February 
22, forecast a 3.7 percent economic growth 
for Iran in 2024 while the figure in its October 
prediction was 2.5 percent.

The IMF data showed that Iran’s economic 
growth reached 5.4% in 2023 while the 
international agency had predicted a three 
percent growth for the country in the previous 
year.  Page 4

Gaza’s children 
face long road to 
healing

Experts decry psychological damage 
from lack of schooling coupled with 
bombings, hunger, sickness and 
bereavement.

Eight out of 10 schools in the Gaza 
Strip are damaged or destroyed, 
the United Nations children’s 
agency (UNICEF) says, but it is the 
psychological damage of Israel’s war 
on the territory’s nearly 1.2 million 
children that has experts worried.

“To be able to learn, you need to 
be in a safe space. Most kids in Gaza 
at the moment have brains that are 
functioning under trauma,” said child 
psychiatrist Audrey McMahon of 
international medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders (Medecins Sans 
Frontieres, or MSF).

Secret assessment reveals Tel Aviv fear of wider war

‘Attack doesn’t have to lead 
to a regional war’

 Page 3



In an article, Javan addressed the chaotic 
situation in the occupied territories and wrote: 
The terrorist act of the Zionists not only forced 
the Zionist and American officials to warn 
of the danger of Iran’s reaction but also the 
implementation of security measures showed 
that the Zionist regime considers Iran’s revenge 
seriously.

 Residents of the occupied lands, terrified of 
the insecure future, started to collect food and 
withdraw money from banks. Amos Yadlin, the 
former head of Israeli military intelligence, says 
that he will not be surprised if Iran fires missiles 
directly at Israel. 

Such statements are just a showcase of the 
situation that has occurred following the brutal 
attack of the Zionists on the Iranian consulate 
in Syria. Since last Monday and Iran’s warning, 
especially after the clear message of the Leader 
of the Revolution to the occupiers, the life of 
occupiers in the occupied Palestinian territories 
have been disturbed. 

They know very well that Iranians are more 
determined this time than before.

Hamshahri: The achievements of Al-Quds 
Day for the axis of resistance

In an interview with West Asia expert Seyed 
Reza Sadr al-Hosseini, Hamshahri talked about 
Al-Quds Day. The paper said: This year’s Al-Quds 
Day is considered an exceptional move due to 
revealing of the true face of the Zionist regime. 
In fact, the global awakening that occurred 
after the crimes of the Zionist regime made the 
indelible movement of the founder of the Islamic 
Revolution in 1403 (2024) much brighter and 
more indelible than in previous years.

 This movement had a clear message, and 
that was the disgust of the people of the world 
for the Zionist regime and full support for the 
oppressed and powerful people of Gaza. 

This clear message can have significant 
effects and achievements for resistance. The 
self-confidence and power to confront the 
sinister occupying regime multiplied during the 
resistance of the people of Gaza. 

This shows that the Al-Quds Day, which is the 
indelible effect of Imam Khomeini, is bearing 
fruit today. The process of the destruction of the 
Zionist regime based on the presence of nations 
in the streets of countries is closer than ever. 
This is the most important difference between 
this year’s Quds Day and the previous years.

Arman-e-Melli: Scenarios of revenge and 
dizziness of the Zionists

Arman-e-Melli wrote in an analysis: The 
Israelis know better that if Iran wants to respond 
to the barbaric aggression of the Zionists, it 
will be very severe and shocking. A look at the 
movements of the Zionists and their supporting 
and allied countries like the United States is also 
indicative of the same issue as they are now 
afraid of Iran’s response after this crime and 
every day, they make different comments about 
how Iran will react.

 This is the point that made the Zionists 
dizzy and they do not know how and from 
which position they will receive the answer to 
their attack. Western or Zionist media in their 
analyses sometimes deal with Iran’s response 
on the part of Lebanon’s Hezbollah; some 
consider Yemen’s Ansarullah as an option for 
Iran’s response to Israel, and others base their 
analyses on the fact that Iran may target Israel 
from within its territory.

 These are the issues that have caused 
concern and fear among Israeli leaders and 
even they also think about Iran’s answer in their 
sleep.

Iran: Terrorist attack with media support
In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the 

terrorist attack of the Jaish ul-Adl group and 
wrote: Last Thursday, the action of the hired 
terrorists of “Jaish ul-Adl” to create a security 
problem in the southeast of the country was 
restrained by the readiness of the security and 
police forces. 

This terrorist attack took place right in the 
midst of regional issues and at a time when the 
world was engaged in discussions about the 
consequences of the Zionist regime’s terrorist 
attack on the Iranian consulate in Damascus. 

Therefore, it seems that the terrorists of 
the Jaish ul-Adl group intended to open a new 
security window for the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in a complex operation. 

One of the interesting points in these attacks 
is the wide media coverage of these terrorist 
acts and the support of the terrorist group by 
the anti-Iranian media. But the climax of the 
story is the obvious support and happiness 
of the media and accounts affiliated with the 
Zionist regime including the famous “Terror 
Alarm” account, which showed an epic image of 
these terrorists to declare its support for them 
in this way.

From page 1    Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, conveyed a message on Tuesday 
affirming that Iran will ensure the Zionist 
regime regrets its actions.

He added, “We have gathered in the funeral 
ceremony of a martyr who was a comrade and 
permanent companion of martyr Soleimani, 
martyr Hamadani, martyr Emad Moghniyeh, 
and all the great martyrs of the liberation of 
Al-Quds and confrontation with the Zionist 
regime.” 

“The great nation of Iran and the free 
nations of the world yesterday created an 
extraordinary day in the history of the Islamic 
Revolution and the world with the Operation 
Al-Quds Storm, and the blood of martyr Zahedi 
and his comrades on the Day of Quds will let 
the criminal America and the oppressive and 
child-killing Zionists know that the days of 
this regime are numbered and its destruction 
is inevitable,” General Baqeri said. 

The Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces 
stated that a review of the shameful 75-
year history of the Zionist regime shows two 

distinct periods, reminding: The first period 
is a period of rise and peak, and the second 
period is a period of decline and fall.

 The Zionists and the international Zionist 
agencies seized the land of Al-Quds, the first 
Qibla of Muslims, after creating a cruel regime 
following their work and establishment based 
on the ambiguous Holocaust massacre in 
Europe.

Major General Baqeri stated that during 
the leadership of Imam Khamenei, with the 
formation and establishment of the Quds 
Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps at his command, a new vitality emerged 
in the formation of Islamic resistance. 

He continued by saying that Operation 
Al-Quds Storm as a decisive operation on 
October 7th of last year revealed a small part 
of this large iceberg, an unparalleled flawless 
operation carried out by over a thousand 
combatants and an organization that had 
been under complete siege for over 15 years 
in a small strip.

 They launched a surprise attack on the 
armed Zionists and brought this disaster upon 
them, inflicting a special defeat on them.

He mentioned that those who had doubts 
about the true nature of America and Europe 
saw it in the case of Gaza, stating, “You see 
a small portion of the oppression they face, 
while conditions in Gaza are worse.

 After 6 months of constant bombardment 
of this small land, the Zionists did not achieve 

any of their goals.”

The Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces 
continued that “after 82 days of war, Gaza’s 
resistance continues. 

Rockets are still being launched at the 
Zionists, tanks are being hit, aggressors are 
being killed by Palestinian soldiers, and the 
resistance persists. 

The end of the war with Gaza is clear, the 
defeat of the Zionists is definitive, they have 
no way forward or backward, and their exit 
from this crisis has become a crisis for them.”

He also noted that “whatever the Zionist 
regime does, it is done in a downward spiral 
and out of desperation.

 The operations it carries out are only things 
that slip through its fingers. It does not have 
an active defensive plan because it is doing a 
low-value job out of compulsion and resorting 
to madness.”

“Aerial and missile attacks on a consulate 
as a diplomatic mission with immunity, what 
meaning does it have other than madness 
against international treaties? It is self-harm 
and suicide. 

If there was any remaining dignity for 
politicians of Israel, it has been lost with this 
action,” he added. 

General Baqeri stressed that “this action is 
an act of desperation and passivity, and it will 
not remain unanswered by us. Our dear leader 
said we will make the enemy regret it, and our 
brave men will take necessary revenge.”

TEHRAN- Iranian security forces have 
managed to identify and arrest a high-profile 
member of the Takfiri Daesh terrorist group in 
the country’s central province of Alborz near 
the capital Tehran. 

Police spokesman General Saeed Montazer-
al-Mahdi said on Saturday that the terrorist, 
identified as Mohammed Zakir but better 
known by the alias Ramesh, was captured in 
the Mahdasht district of Karaj City following 
complicated operations by the anti-terrorism 
division of the Islamic Republic of Iran Police 
Intelligence Organization (SAFA), and a tip-off 
from a member of the public.

He added that two other terrorists were 
arrested along with the high-profile Daesh 
member. They were identified in two different 

locations and were arrested after their car 
was shot at.

The three terrorists were planning to carry 
out bombing attacks on the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr, which marks the end of the holy Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan, Montazer-al-
Mahdi noted.

Eight individuals who were accompanying 
the terrorists were also arrested, the Iranian 
police spokesman concluded.

On April 2, Iranian media outlets reported 
that the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) intelligence forces had arrested two 
militants affiliated with the Daesh Khorasan 
(Daesh-K) terrorist group in the central 
province of Qom.

The terrorists were captured at the 
entrance gate of the holy shrine of Fatima 
Masoumeh (SA), the sister of the eighth Shia 
Imam, Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (AS).

In mid-February, General Montazer-
al-Mahdi announced the arrest of two 
individuals suspected of terrorist activities in 
the northern province of Golestan.

The operation, carried out through a 
combination of technical expertise and 
intelligence gathering, thwarted potential 
acts of sabotage planned by these terrorists, 
General Montazer-al-Mahdi stated.

The suspects, identified as a man and a 
woman, were swiftly apprehended by security 
forces. Upon their arrest, police discovered 
that the suspects owned explosive materials.

TEHRAN - Tehran will host the 
eight International Conference on 
American Human Rights from the 
Perspective of the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution on July 2024. 

The event will be held on the 
occasion of the American Human 
Rights Revision and Disclosure 
Week in Iran.

In a recent announcement, 
Amin Ansari, secretary general of 
the Human Rights Organization 
of Iranian Youths, unveiled 
plans for the upcoming eighth 
International Human Rights 
Conference. The event, set to 

align with the perspective of the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
and conducted in collaboration 
with the University of Tehran, will 
cast a spotlight on the egregious 
actions of the anti-Iran terrorist 
Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization 
(MKO). 

According to Ansari, the 
conference will delve into nine 
distinct themes, each featuring 
its own specialized panel. With 
submissions for conference 
papers closing on May 23, the 
conference itself is slated to take 
place on July 2. Notably, the top 
five papers will earn publication in 

the esteemed scientific research 
journals of the University of 
Tehran, following rigorous 
evaluations by reviewers.

Among the conference’s focal 
points, Ansari highlighted the 
grave violations of human rights 
perpetrated by MKO members 
such, their involvement in acts of 
terrorism and organized violence, 
and the insidious manipulation 
tactics deployed against victims. 
Emphasizing the international 
imperative to designate MKO as 
a terrorist group, Ansari drew 
attention to their entanglement 
in various judicial systems, 

exemplified by the case of Hamid 
Nouri in Sweden.

Furthermore, Ansari 
underscored the pivotal roles 
of key figures in orchestrating 
the conference, such as Alireza 
A’rafi, who heads the Scientific 
Policy Council, and Mohammad 
Moghimi, serving as the Secretary 
of the Scientific Committee for 
the conference.

Previous iterations of this 
conference have witnessed 
the active participation of 
universities, international 
institutions, and notable figures.

TEHRAN- Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi praised Iran for 
organizing large-scale rallies in 
favor of Palestine on International 
Quds Day, stating that it has 
become evident that Zionism is 
bound to become extinct and is 
less stable than a spider’s web.

Raisi thanked the Iranian people 
in a statement on Friday night for 
their outstanding participation 
in the International Quds Day 
demonstrations.

He went on to add, “The 
conscious and appreciative nation 
of Iran, the epic of your glorious, 
inspiring and proud presence, the 
aware and far-sighted Islamic 
nation of Iran, on this year’s 
International Quds Day, displayed 
lasting scenes of national unity 
and solidarity in support and 
empathy with the oppressed and 
powerful nation of Palestine and 
Gaza at this critical time to the 
world.”

“Today, thanks to the zeal and 
courage of the Palestinians, it has 
become clear to everyone that 
the house of cards of Zionism is 
weaker than a spider’s house. 

The epic presence of the people 
in the International Quds Day 
protests, which is worthy of 
appreciation, is a clear message 
to the Global Arrogance that 
oppression and usurpation, 

aggression and murder are 
always doomed to failure and 
certainly this global and public 
movement will reach a conclusion 
and the world will watch the 
fulfilment of God’s true promise 
and the destruction of the Zionist 
regime,” the president added, his 
official website reported.

Raisi continued by saying that 
“I thank God for the conscious 

presence of the great people of 
Iran and all the free nations of the 
world and sincerely thank all the 
people of Iran, the various political, 
cultural and religious groups and 
organizations that listened to the 
historical message and strategic 
initiative of Imam Khomeini and 
the invitation of the Supreme 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
enthusiastically attending in the 
Quds Day protests this year based 
on their human and religious duty, 
paying respect to the oppressed 
people of Palestine and the 
innocent children of this land and 
expressed his disgust with the 
Zionist regime and its supporters, 

America at the head of all of 
them, and I ask Almighty God in 
these final days of the holy month 
of Ramadan for the increasing 
authority, honor and growth 
of the resistance front and the 
destruction of the occupiers of 
Quds.”

From page 1   In the late hours of Wednesday, 
3 April 2024, the foreign-backed terrorist 
group, Jaish al-Adl, perpetrated a series of 
coordinated attacks in the cities of Chabahar 
and Rask, situated in the province of Sistan and 
Baluchistan.

 Driven by malevolent intentions to disrupt 
peace and stability, the assailants targeted 
five pivotal public places, military bases, and 
security control centers, taking numerous 
civilians hostage. 

However, despite their sinister motives, 
the swift and courageous response of Iranian 
security forces and law enforcement thwarted 
their attempts to seize control of the military 
and security headquarters in Chabahar and 
Rask. During the anti-terrorist operations led 
by Iranian security forces, all hostages were 
successfully released. Sadly, these despicable 
acts of terror claimed the lives of ten brave 
police officers and security personnel, who 
sacrificed themselves in defense of our nation. 
Several others sustained injuries in the line of 
duty. Furthermore, 44 civilians were wounded 
in the attacks. Among them, 29 have received 

treatment and been discharged, while 15 
individuals remain under medical care at 
Chabahar Hospital.

The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly 
condemns such abhorrent and atrocious acts 
of terrorism and underscores its unwavering 
commitment to ensure that those responsible 
are brought to justice and held accountable.

Given the enduring record of violence and 
terrorist acts perpetrated by Jaish al-Adl, 
the foreign-backed terrorist group, against 
innocent Iranian civilians and law enforcement 
personnel, the Islamic Republic of Iran calls on 
the Security Council to strongly condemn these 
abhorrent terrorist acts and to take appropriate 
measures in alignment with its steadfast 
commitment to combating terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations as demonstrated by 
the Security Council’s resolute unity and position 
in the press statement dated 16 December 2023 
(SC/15534). 

The Islamic Republic of Iran, which has directly 
suffered the catastrophic consequences of 
terrorism, remains steadfast in its unwavering 
commitment to spearheading the fight against 
this scourge. We are determined to protect 
the illustrious and noble people of Iran and 
safeguard the security of neighboring nations 
from the perils posed by such malevolent 
terrorist groups.

I should be grateful if you would circulate the 
present letter as a document of the Security 
Council and the General Assembly, under agenda 
item 109 entitled “Measures to eliminate 
international terrorism.”
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TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei has pardoned or 
commuted the sentences of over 
2,000 Iranian inmates to mark the 
main Muslim festival of Eid al-Fitr, 
signaling the end of the holy fasting 
month of Ramadan.

Ayatollah Khamenei pardoned or 
commuted the sentences of 2,127 
prisoners to mark next week’s Eid 
al-Fitr celebrations as well as the 
traditional Iranian Nowruz, the 
Iranian New Year celebrating the 
advent of the Spring.

The decision came as the Leader 
agreed to a request by Iran’s Judiciary 
Chief Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei to 

suspend or mitigate the sentences 
of the inmates deemed eligible 
for parole or reduction of prison 
sentence.

The prisoners who were granted 

clemency included inmates 
convicted by the country’s public 
and Islamic Revolution courts, the 
Judicial Organization of the Armed 
Forces, and the State Discretionary 

Punishment Organization.

Ayatollah Khamenei regularly 
issues such decrees on special 
occasions.

Article 110 of the Constitution Law 
gives the Leader the right to pardon 
or reduce the sentences of prisoners 
upon the request of the Chief of the 
Judiciary.

The clemency, however, does 
not apply to all types of prisoners, 
including those who have been 
sentenced for their role in armed 
struggle against the country, armed 
or organized drug trafficking, 
rape, armed robbery, arms 
smuggling, abduction, bribery, and 
embezzlement.

By Soheila Zarfam
TEHRAN – Ever since Israel’s brazen assault on 

the Iranian consulate building in the Syrian capital, 
Damascus, earlier this week, resulting in the deaths 
of seven Iranian IRGC members, the specter of 
conflict between Israel and Iran looms ominously, 
casting a shadow of uncertainty over the region.

Recent events, including Israel’s explicit threats 
against Iran, especially following the regime’s 
October 7 attack on the Gaza Strip, have only served 
to exacerbate tensions that have long simmered 
beneath the surface.

While Israel’s belligerent rhetoric and sporadic 
military actions suggest a readiness for conflict, 
confidential assessments reveal a nuanced calculus 
at play behind closed doors.

New information obtained by the Tehran Times 
about private meetings between some high-ranking 
Israeli officials and Michael Makovsky, the CEO of 
the Jewish Institute for National Security of America 
(JINSA), shed light on Israel’s longstanding desire 
to provoke a war with Iran, even before the October 
attack on the Gaza Strip, as well as underlying 
apprehensions and the delicate balancing act it must 
navigate to avoid triggering a wider regional conflict.

During a private meeting on June 16, 2023, before 
the October 7 attack, Daniel Gold, head of the Israeli 
Directorate of Defense Research & Development 
(DDR&D), discussed Israel’s considerations 
regarding the possibility of war with Iran. Insights 
into the capabilities of defense systems such as Iron 
Dome, Arrow, and Laser highlighted Israel’s strategic 
concerns and efforts to enhance its defensive 
capabilities, potentially in anticipation of heightened 
tensions or conflict with Iran.

Additionally, discussions surrounding threats 
from Lebanon and Gaza signaled Israel’s proactive 
stance in addressing immediate security challenges 
posed by neighboring adversaries, potentially laying 
the groundwork for a broader military campaign 
against Iran and its allies in the region.

During a separate private meeting on June 18, 
2023, Yaakov Amidror, a former security advisor to 
Israel, emphasized the importance of understanding 
America’s position regarding a potential Israeli strike 

on Iranian soil. He highlighted the complexities faced 
by the U.S. government in aligning its interests with 
those of Israel while avoiding direct involvement in 
potential military plans.

He also touched upon America’s potential 
response, emphasizing that America must ensure 
international diplomatic support for the Zionist 
regime, and re-provisioning is equally crucial. “In 
my view, if Tehran crosses the red line, the U.S. may 
not even issue a warning. It’s vital for America to 
publicly affirm its support for Israel, but I doubt the 
Biden administration will take such action,” he said 
while discussing the day after Israel’s strike on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities. 

In another private meeting held on June 7, 2023, 
General Tal Kelman, an Israeli Air Force General who 
has been chosen to ready Israel for possible war 
against Iran and to lead that war, shared insights 
with the director of the American think tank and Effi 
Defrin, in charge of international cooperation in the 
Zionist regime’s army in the occupied territories, 
regarding the potential Zionist regime’s attack on 
Iranian soil.

According to the exclusive source, during 
the meeting, Kelman expressed concerns over 
the potential escalation of hostilities with Iran, 
acknowledging the risk of a larger regional war 
spiraling out of control. The fear of unintended 
consequences and the destabilization of the broader 
West Asia emerged as paramount considerations, 
compelling Israel to tread cautiously in its dealings 
with Iran.

Kelman also discussed the pivotal role of the 
United States in a prospective Zionist regime assault 
on Iranian territory, remarking “attack doesn’t have 
to lead to a regional war”, and America’s stance 
is paramount in averting a major war. He added, 
“America’s position could significantly impact Iran’s 
nuclear program post-attack.” Furthermore, he 
emphasized, “Israel fundamentally cannot tolerate 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, necessitating America’s 
support and diplomatic prowess in countering 
Iran’s nuclear activities. The loss of America’s 
comprehensive support has long been a source of 
concern for Israel.”

Moreover, this Zionist commander expressed 
contentment with the dismissal of Robert Malley, the 
special representative of the United States for Iran 
affairs, and the appointment of Brett McGurk as the 
head of the negotiating team, deeming him better 
suited for advancing negotiations with Iran.

The revelation underscores the complexity of 
Israel’s strategic calculus, wherein the pursuit of 
the regime’s interests must be tempered by the 
imperatives of regional stability and international 
diplomacy. While Israel continues to escalate 
tensions and pursue a confrontational approach 
towards Iran, the ramifications of such actions 
extend far beyond the confines of bilateral relations, 
posing significant risks for the Israeli regime to 
incite a full-throated war. 

Moreover, Israel’s experiences in Gaza, despite 
its seemingly formidable military equipment, have 
highlighted its vulnerabilities and limitations. 
The losses and setbacks in Gaza serve as a stark 
reminder of the challenges Israel faces, even with 
its technological advancements. This vulnerability 
is further emphasized by the regime’s apprehension 
towards conflict with Iran, as it navigates the 
complexities of maintaining security while avoiding 
the potential escalation of hostilities. The fear of 
engaging in a broader regional conflict underscores 
Israel’s recognition of its own weaknesses and the 
potential repercussions of military action against a 
formidable adversary like Iran.

Despite its bellicose rhetoric and occasional 
displays of military prowess, Israel remains acutely 
aware of the potential pitfalls of unrestrained 
aggression against Iran. The specter of a wider 
regional war, with all its attendant uncertainties 
and ramifications, serves as a sobering deterrent, 
compelling Israeli policymakers to tread cautiously 
on the path to confrontation. This is particularly true 
now that Israel’s Netanyahu is at odds with President 
Joe Biden, who is increasingly turning up the heat on 
the Israeli regime for its atrocities in the Gaza Strip. 

In retrospect, Israel’s assessment of its military 
prowess vis-à-vis Iran proved fanciful. The October 
7 attack by Hamas indicated that Israel’s boasting 
of military capabilities especially in terms of their 
readiness to attack Iran was pure fantasy.

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Iran’s decision to retaliate against 
Tel Aviv is grounded in the principles of justice 
and self-defense, embodying its inherent right to 
defend its sovereignty and protect its interests. 

However, the probable response from Western 
powers to Tehran appears to lack legitimacy, 
raising concerns about the non-alignment of 
their actions with international norms and 
fairness. 

In the wake of the Israeli regime’s brazen 
breach of international law with its recent attack 
on the consular section of the Iranian embassy, 
Tehran stands resolute in its assertion of the 
right to retaliate. However, looming over this 
rightful response is the unsettling prospect of 
an unjust reaction from Western powers.

The Israeli regime, known for its recurrent 
disregard for international norms, crossed a 
significant line last week with its assault on 
the consular section of the Iranian embassy. 
In response, Tehran vowed retaliation against 
Tel Aviv, though details regarding the method, 
timing, or location of such action remain 
undisclosed.

The gravity of the situation prompted an 

emergency session of the United Nations 
Security Council, convened to address the act 
of terrorism perpetrated against the Iranian 
embassy in Syria. During the session held in New 
York on Tuesday, Iran’s mission to the UN wasted 
no time in calling for unequivocal condemnation 
of Israel’s egregious breach of international 
regulations.

Zahra Ershadi, Iran’s deputy permanent 
representative to the United Nations, minced 
no words in her condemnation of Israel’s 
actions. She accused the regime of deliberately 
stoking tensions in the region while shirking 
accountability for its actions, highlighting 
its consistent flouting of Security Council 
resolutions and international obligations. 
Ershadi underscored that Monday’s incident 
blatantly violated the sacrosanct principles of 
diplomatic and consular immunity enshrined in 
key international conventions.

Despite the widespread outcry against Israel’s 
transgressions, the United States and the United 
Kingdom opted to abstain from censuring 
the Tel Aviv regime for its blatant violation of 
international law. Instead, representatives of 
both nations sought to deflect blame onto Iran, 
thus shirking their own responsibility for the 
escalating situation in Syria and the broader 
region.

Tehran’s insistence on its right to retaliate 
against Tel Aviv’s criminal act stems from the 
clear violation of international law inherent in the 
Israeli regime’s targeting of the Iranian embassy. 
However, the unwavering support of the West 
for Israel, particularly in terms of weaponry 
and financial backing, lays bare the political 
allegiance of the West and Tel Aviv, exposing 
the hollowness of their claims to uphold human 

rights.

This steadfast backing from the Western 
powers has emboldened the rogue regime 
in Tel Aviv to flout international laws with 
impunity, demonstrating a blatant disregard for 
humanitarian principles. Moreover, the growing 
global criticism of the West’s lenient stance 
towards Tel Aviv has only served to exacerbate 
Israel’s international isolation, laying bare the 
criminal nature of the regime on the world stage.

While Tel Aviv may perceive this unwavering 
support as advantageous, the regime cannot 
escape the significant costs incurred as its 
true face is unmasked on the global stage. 
Furthermore, the West’s lack of justification for 
siding with a criminal regime that targeted Iran’s 
embassy calls into question their commitment to 
justice and international law.

In the aftermath of the recent emergency 
UN session, the West’s stance, particularly the 
apparent disregard shown by Washington, has 
sent shockwaves through diplomatic circles. 
Despite mounting evidence of the Israeli 
regime’s terrorist act in Syria against Iran’s 
embassy, American politicians have echoed a 
tone of ignorance, refusing to squarely address 
Tel Aviv’s culpability.

However, Washington’s attempt to sidestep 
accountability for Tel Aviv’s criminal actions 
against Tehran is becoming increasingly 
untenable. Whether by design or circumstance, 
the White House finds itself inexorably entangled 
in Tel Aviv’s warmongering agenda in West Asia.

The West’s stance begs a fundamental 
question: Would Western powers not unleash a 
relentless pursuit of justice if their own countries 
and embassies faced similar attacks?

Beiranvand 
controversy: Injury 
dispute between 
Persepolis and Iran 
national team

By Farrokh Hesabi

TEHRAN - The injury of Iran’s goalkeeper, 
Alireza Beiranvand, has sparked a heated 
dispute between Persepolis and the Iranian 
national team, with both sides claiming 
mismanagement of the situation.

Beiranvand, goalkeeper of Persepolis and 
the Iranian national team, will be sidelined for 
several weeks due his wrist’s injury. 

This injury to the national team star has 
sparked a severe dispute between Persepolis 
and the Iranian national team.

Beiranvand, who joined the national team on 
March 18th for the 2026 World Cup qualifiers, 
played a crucial role in Iran’s 5-0 win against 
Turkmenistan in Tehran. 

He also accompanied the team in the return 
match in Turkmenistan as a substitute.

Nevertheless, he returned to Persepolis 
after the FIFA duties ended, facing an injury to 
his hand. 

The national team medical team released a 
statement asserting that Beiranvand was not 
injured during the national team camp and left 
without any problems.

However, Persepolis countered this claim 
in a statement, alleging that Beiranvand had 
sustained an injury while with the national 
team.

The statement read: “On March 21, 2024, 
during the first leg match between Iran and 
Turkmenistan held at Azadi Stadium, Alireza 
Beiranvand felt pain in his hand after a long-
range shot and a clash with an opponent’s 
player, but continued playing.

 Immediately after the game, the Persepolis 
goalkeeper informed the national team medical 
staff about the pain in his wrist. 

Due to the severity of the pain and 
in coordination with the national team 
medical staff, Beiranvand’s right wrist was 
immobilized on the March 22. On the same 
date, inflammation and ligament rupture in 
Beiranvand’s wrist were clearly evident in the 
MRI.”

In another part of the statement, Persepolis 
accused the national team officials of lack of 
transparency: “Considering that Beiranvand 
has recently started the treatment process, he 
could be sidelined between four to six weeks. 
While with better and proper management, 
this period could have been shorter.

 Now Persepolis and their fans are paying 
a heavy price due to the lack of transparency 
and honesty of the national team officials, 
and Beiranvand has also been added to the 
list of injured players from the national team 
camps.”

Ghaedi linked with 
Porto, Braga: report
TEHRAN – Portuguese football teams Braga 

and Porto have reportedly set their sights on 
signing Iranian international winger Mehdi 
Taremi. 

Ghaedi has 18 caps for Iran national football 
team and plays for Emirati club Al-Ittihad 
Kalba. 

According to O Jogo, the 25-year-old player 
is a target for the summer. 

In addition to the two Portuguese clubs, 
Ghaedi has been also linked with a move to 
Belgians Anderlecht and a Japanese club. 

He has scored nine goals for Al-Ittihad Kalba 
in the current season.

Iran beaten by 
China at 2024 WPV 
Sitting Volleyball 
Final Qualifiers for 
Women
TEHRAN – Iran lost to China 3-0 (25-17, 25-

11, 25-13) in the 2024 WPV Sitting Volleyball 
Final Qualifier for Women, presented by Delin 
Company, at the Dali International Olympic 
Sports Centre on Saturday.

Iran had defeated Japan 3-0 (25-7, 25-19, 25-
6) and Thailand 3-0 (25-11, 25-3, 25-14) in their 
first two matches.

There is one remaining position to be 
determined. 

The winners will qualify for Paralympics.

Football fans 
to remember 
Ghayeghran on 
26th anniversary of 
his death
TEHRAN – Sirous Ghayeghran died 26 years 

ago at the age of 36. He was killed in a car 
accident along his eight-year-old son Rastin 
on his way home from Bandar Anzali on April 
7, 1998.Ghayeghran started his playing career 
in his homeland football club Malavan in 1980 
and played for the team for seven years before 
joining Qatari club Al Gharafa. 

Ghayeghran is remembered Ghayeghran for 
one of the most memorable goals in Iranian 
football history.

In the 1990 Asian Games, he scored a winner 
against South Korea in the semifinals. Team 
melli eventually won the title after defeating 
North Korea in the final match. 

Ghayeghran represented Iran national 
football team 43 caps and scored six goals.

The Malavan football fans put San Sirous on 
their home stadium after Sirous Ghayeghran.

He played most of his club career for Malavan 
FC. In 1990, he signed for Ai-Ittihad of Qatar. He 
did not forget his roots and soon returned to 
Malavan, helping the club win the Hazfi Cup and 
participate in the Asian Club Championship. 

In 1993, he moved to the big spending team 
of the time Keshavarz FC, where he was also a 
coach. The team obtained respectable results 
but Ghayeghran moved to second division 
team Masoud Hormozgan where he coached 
once again. In 1997 and 1998 Ghayeghran 
stated numerous times that he would like to 
be involved with Malavan again, either as a 
coach or player.In February 1986 he made his 
debut for the national team against Pakistan. 
In 1987 Ghayeghran became the national team 
captain, after most of the already established 
national team members who had participated 
in the Asian tournaments from 1984 to 1986 
resigned from playing (these included top 
stars such as Nasser Mohammadkhani, Hamid 
Alidoosti and Shahrokh Bayani) In 1988 thanks 
to Ghayeghran’s leadership an underprepared 
and inexperienced Iran side finished third in 
the Asian Cup tournament.

 He and Mehdi Fonoonizadeh came out as the 
two players with their trademark long-range 
shots, which usually compensated for Iran’s 
shortage in the area of teamwork. 

Wenger present 
FIFPro World XI 
awards to Real 
Madrid players
TEHRAN - FIFA Chief of Global Football 

Development Arsène Wenger and Mattias 
Grafström, FIFA Secretary General ad interim, 
visited Real Madrid CF’s training ground on 
Wednesday to present players from the club 
with their FIFPro World XI awards.

The players were unable to be present at the 
Best Awards in London in January.

Vinícius Júnior, Thibaut Courtois and Jude 
Bellingham were among those to receive their 
awards after being voted into the FIFPro World XI. 
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Secret assessment reveals Tel Aviv fear of wider war

Leader pardons, commutes sentences  
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‘Attack doesn’t have to lead to a regional war’

Tehran’s retaliation is justifiable defense



TEHRAN - Energy officials from Iran and 
Turkey stressed the need to operationalize 
the electricity exchange between the two 
neighbors as soon as possible to promote 
bilateral ties in the relevant field.

In a meeting with Turkish Minister of 
Energy and Natural Resources Alparslan 
Bayraktar in Tehran, Iranian Energy Minister 
Ali Akbar Mehrabian said Iran is ready to 

develop the electricity exchange with Ankara 
in the shortest time possible.

The political relations between Iran and 
Turkey are excellent and the two countries 
have great capacities to expand their 
economic cooperation in various fields, 
Mehrabian underlined.

Turkey is presently one of the major 

consumers of electricity in the region and 
also a gateway for energy transmission to 
Europe, Mehrabian added.

Pointing to the constructive talks with his 
Turkish counterpart about the exchange of 
electricity, the Iranian minister predicted that 
the operational process would begin in the 
shortest time possible.

TEHRAN – As announced by the 
head of the Islamic Revolution 
Housing Foundation (IRHF), 
the foundation is constructing 
731,087 units of the National 
Housing Movement across the 
country of which 250,892 units 
have been completed and handed 
over to the owners.

According to Gholamreza 
Salehi, 235,580 of the completed 
units have been in rural areas 
and 15,132 units were in urban 
regions, IRNA reported.

The National Housing 
Movement is one of the major 
policies of the 13th government 
in the housing sector, and 
according to this policy, the 
construction of four million 
residential units is planned for 
four years.

It is one of the projects through 
which the government is trying 
to help low-income individuals in 
society become homeowners.

Deputy Transport and Urban 
Development Minister Hadi 
Abbasi-Asl has emphasized the 
acceleration in implementing the 

Housing Construction Leap Law 
to achieve the goals of the 13th 
government.

In late September 2023, 
Transport and Urbana 
Development Minister Mehrdad 
Bazrpash announced the 
launching of a program for 
allocating free land (in the 
framework of the National 
Housing Movement) to young 
couples to help them build 
houses.

The National Housing 
Movement to construct four 
million housing units in four 
years is one of the major plans 
of the current government in the 
housing sector.

According to the plan, out of 
these four million residential 
units, 3.2 million units will 
be constructed in cities and 
800,000 units in villages.

After the National Housing 
Action Plan (started in 2018), the 
National Housing Movement is 
the government’s second major 
program to provide affordable 
housing units for the low-income 

classes.
The operation for the 

construction of 209,212 
residential units of the National 
Housing Movement began in 
February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the 
mentioned operation and also 
to launch some development 
projects in the housing sector was 
attended by former Transport 
and Urban Development Minister 
Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in July 2022, the minister 
inaugurated a project for the 
construction of the first group 
of affordable housing units for 
laborers under the framework of 
the National Housing Movement.

On September 10, 2023, 1,278 
units of the National Housing 
Movement were handed over 
to the applicants in a ceremony 
attended by Aref Norouzi, 
the acting director of the 
Headquarters for Executing the 
Order of Imam Khomeini.

The mentioned units were 
delivered to the applicants in 
five provinces throughout the 

country.

The Headquarters for Executing 
the Order of Imam Khomeini 
has signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with 
the Ministry of Transport 
and Urban Development to 
construct 100,000 units under 
the framework of the National 
Housing Movement.

According to Norouzi, the 
headquarters also completed 
and handed over 2,000 such 
units back in April 2023.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, the official said 
construction of the National 
Housing Movement units is 
underway by the Headquarters 
for Executing the Order of Imam 
Khomeini in 27 provinces.

President Ebrahim Raisi has 
stated that the National Housing 
Movement is the flagship project 
of the 13th government to meet 
the needs of the people, and in 
addition to the Transport and 
Urban Development Ministry, all 
relevant organizations are also 
striving to achieve it.

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index 
of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
fell 20,000 points to 2,230,000 on 
Saturday, which is the first day of the 
Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 

exchanges, and the most important 
one. The other three ones are Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran 
Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securitas and 
Exchange Organization (SEO) Majid 
Eshqi said that using the capacities 
of the country’s private sector in the 
stock market has been one of the 
main strategies of the organization 

over the past year.

“One of the main approaches 
of the Securitas and Exchange 
Organization during the past year 
has been to use the power of the 
private sector, because government 
entities and the public sector do not 
have the necessary characteristics 
for economic prosperity, so we must 
increase the share of the private 
sector in the capital market,” Eshqi 
said in a conference in Khorasan 
Razavi Province.

Large industries have their own 
problems and fluctuations, but 
small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) can compensate for these 
fluctuations, the official said, adding 
that the main part of the world 
economy is moving towards small and 
medium-sized companies because 
value, employment, and innovation lie 
in such companies.

The SEO head further noted that 
the stock market should mainly focus 
on investment and financing, saying: 
“We need to direct the liquidity flow 
towards production.”

Emphasizing the important role of 
the seventh National Development 
Plan (2022-2026) in securing the 
future of the capital market, Eshqi 

stated: “One of the major indicators 
of investment is predictability, so 
more action should be taken in the 
seventh development plan to make 
the economy more predictable.”

He pointed to the holding of 
investment and financing conferences 
in provinces as a starting point for a 
new movement towards promoting 
investment and said: “Economic 
enterprises do not have enough 
familiarity with the capital market 
and such conferences are bridges that 
provide the necessary platform in this 
regard.”

TEHRAN - Managing director of 
Iranian Central Oil Fields Company 
(ICOFC) said on Saturday that the 
development of the Mokhtar gas field 
in southwestern Iran will begin soon, 
Shana reported.

“After solving some technical 
problems and making the 
necessary preparations, the project 
implementation is in good condition, 
and soon with the stationing of a 
drilling rig at the field we will witness 
the drilling of the first well,” Mehdi 
Heidari said. 

Mokhtar hydrocarbon reservoir is 

situated 10 kilometers off the provincial 
capital Yasouj.  Back in July 2023, the 
executive operations of the first phase 
of the storage project of the Mokhtar 
gas field began.

The project, which kicked off during 
President Ebrahim Raeisi’s visit to 
Kohgilouyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province 
in the presence of Oil Minister Javad 
Oji and National Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC) Managing Director Majid 
Chegeni, is aimed at helping redress 
the seasonal imbalance between gas 
production and consumption.

The project will be implemented in 

two stages and 10 million cubic meters 
per day (mcm/d) will be added to the 
country’s gas production capacity when 
it becomes operational.

More than 2,000 local experts will 
help carry out the project within three 
years and 420 million euros have been 
earmarked for completing the project.

Eight to 10 wells will be drilled in 
the reservoir development stage 
and refining, gas injection, and gas 
dehydration unit systems will be 
installed later to inject the reservoir’s 
gas into the national grid.

From page 1    Iran’s oil and gas industry’s 
development has a direct impact on the 
country’s economic growth, as the effect 
was felt during the previous administration’s 
term, when the U.S. withdrawal from the 
Iran nuclear deal, formally known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
and reimposition of sanctions reduced Iran’s 
oil production and exports and even led to 
negative gross domestic product (GDP) for a 
couple of years.

Taking office in August 2021, the 13th 

administration put the increase in oil 
production and exports on the top of the 
agenda and stressed the need to neutralize 
the sanctions and avoid tying people’s 
livelihoods to the revival of the JCPOA.

Although the sanctions on Iran’s oil industry 
and exports were ramped up by the U.S., the 
country witnessed a 40 percent increase in its 
oil exports at the end of the Iranian calendar 
year of 1400, which ended on March 20, 2022.

After 30 months, the oil industry ranked 
first among other sectors, including the 
agricultural and service sectors, in terms 
of economic growth, making the largest 
contribution to the country’s economic 
growth.

Iran’s oil sector achieved strong growth in 
the first nine months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (starting March 21, 2023), 
registering a 292 percent rise year-on-year.

The sector’s growth soared to 22.4 percent 
from 5.7 percent, making Iran’s economic cake 
bigger.

TEHRAN - Iran’s hydroelectric power plants 
produced more than 250,000 megawatt hours 
(MWh) of electricity since the beginning of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 20), an 
official with Iran Water & Power Resources 
Development Company (IWPCO) said.

“Hydropower plants were fully prepared to 
produce clean and renewable energy during 
Nowruz (Iran’s New Year holidays),” IWPCO 
Deputy Head Vahid Izadi said.

Hydropower, also known as water power, 
is the use of falling or fast-running water to 
generate electricity or to power machines. This 
is achieved by converting the gravitational 
potential or kinetic energy of a water source 
to produce power.

Hydropower is a method of sustainable 
energy production. Hydropower is now used 
principally for hydroelectric power generation 
and is also applied as one-half of an energy 
storage system known as pumped-storage 
hydroelectricity.

Hydropower is an attractive alternative 
to fossil fuels as it does not directly produce 
carbon dioxide or other atmospheric pollutants 
and it provides a relatively consistent source 
of power. Nonetheless, it has economic, 
sociological, and environmental downsides 
and requires a sufficiently energetic source of 
water, such as a river or elevated lake.

International institutions such as the World 

Bank view hydropower as a low-carbon means 
for economic development.

According to the latest data provided 
by Iran’s Energy Ministry, currently, 55 
hydroelectric power plants with a total 
capacity of 12,169 megawatts (MW) are 
operating across the country.

The mentioned power plants every year 
generate 27,696 GWh of electricity on average.

Based on the provided data, 16 of the 
mentioned 55 power plants are located in 
the Caspian Sea basin, while 25 are located 
adjacent to the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea, 
one is near Urmia Lake and finally, 13 are 
located in central Iran.

Currently, 17 new hydroelectric power 
plants with a total capacity of 3,517 MW are 
also being constructed across the country, 
according to the Energy Ministry.

TEHRAN - Iran last year became 
the biggest West Asian supplier 
of Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), 
with exports surging 28 percent 
to over 11 million tons, according 
to an analysis of ship tracking 
data and market intelligence by 
consultancy Facts Global Energy 
(FGE). 

The firm expects exports to 
continue climbing beyond 12 
million tons this year, Bloomberg 
reported

The increase is driven by 
rising production from the South 
Pars gas field as well as greater 
shipping capacity between Iran 
and China.

Iran exported 4.71 million tons 
of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
in the first six months of 2023, 
according to the data released by 
S&P Global Platts.

Based on the Platts data, Iran’s 
LPG exports loading in June were 
estimated at around 696,000 
million tons, 28.5 percent less 
than May when 973,260 million 
tons of LPG was shipped.

Iran’s average monthly LPG 
export in the first half of the past 
year was 784,833 tons. 

Iran’s LPG exports mostly go to 
China despite the U.S. sanctions, 
facilitated by Chinese shipowners 
who have developed an armada 
of very large gas carriers since 
sanctions were imposed on Iran 
in 2014 and then in 2018.

The Islamic Republic’s LPG 
exports could be higher without 

the restrictions that international 
shipping and trading firms face 
due to the sanctions and allow 
Iranian exporters to resume 
access to the global markets.

Liquefied petroleum gas, also 
referred to as liquid petroleum 
gas (LPG or LP gas), is a fuel 
gas that contains a flammable 
mixture of hydrocarbon gases, 
specifically propane, n-butane, 
and isobutane. It can sometimes 
contain some propylene, butylene, 
and isobutene.

LPG is used as a fuel gas in 
heating appliances, cooking 
equipment, and vehicles. It is 
increasingly used as an aerosol 
propellant and a refrigerant, 
replacing chlorofluorocarbons 
to reduce damage to the ozone 
layer. When specifically used as a 
vehicle fuel, it is often referred to 
as autogas or even just as gas.
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Call for Tender 1st Announcement for the Purchase of 
Fittings & Flanges for Ilam-Abouzar Renovation Oil Field 

Project, Tender No. 953633 
 

Iranian Offshore Engineering and Construction Company intends to 
Purchase of Fittings & Flanges for Ilam-Abouzar Renovation Oil 
Field Project through a public tender. Therefore, the applicants are 
allowed to have 20 days after the date of 1st publication of the tender 
notice in the newspaper to participate in this tender . 
 
To download the tender documents, please visit the tender’s section 
of the IOEC 's website:  WWW.IOEC.COM/EN/TENDERS, and 
Please do not hesitate to contact with Transaction Committee office 
with Mr Amir Nosratzadeh with Tel:  +9821-82841533 under sign for 
any inquiries and more information. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact with Transaction Committee office 
with Mr Amir Nosratzadeh with Tel:  +9821-82841533 under sign for 
any inquiries and more information. 

 
 
 

 
 



Six months into the Gaza war, Netanyahu’s goals remain elusive 

Hurting Americans and America around the World

UNHRC resolution demands accountability for war crimes
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UN humanitarian 
chief calls Gaza 
war ‘betrayal of 
humanity’
Israel’s war in Gaza has escalated into a “be-

trayal of humanity”, the UN’s humanitarian chief 
said on Saturday, AFP reported.

In a statement on the eve of the six-month an-
niversary of the war, Martin Griffiths, the outgoing 
under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs 
and emergency relief, called for a “collective de-
termination that there be a reckoning for this be-
trayal of humanity”.

“Each day, this war claims more civilian victims,” 
said Griffiths, who will leave his post at the end of 
June due to health reasons. “Every second that it 
continues, sows the seeds of a future so deeply 
obscured by this relentless conflict.”

Griffiths lamented “the unconscionable pros-
pect of further escalation in Gaza, where no one is 
safe and there is nowhere safe to go.”

He added that “an already fragile aid operation 
continues to be undermined by bombardments, 
insecurity and denials of access.”

Hamas delegation 
heads to Cairo 
to discuss Gaza 
ceasefire
Hamas announced on Saturday that a leading 

delegation from the resistance movement will 
head to Cairo on Sunday in response to an Egyp-
tian invitation to discuss ceasefire developments 
in the Gaza Strip, Anadolu reports.

“A leadership delegation from Hamas headed 
by Khalil Al-Hayya will head tomorrow, Sunday, 
to Cairo, in response to the call of our brothers in 
Egypt,” the movement said in a statement.

Hamas confirmed its adherence to its position 
presented on March 14.

“The demands of our people and national forces 
are for a permanent ceasefire, the withdrawal of the 
(Israeli) occupation forces from Gaza, the return of 
the displaced to their places of residence, freedom of 
movement, relief and shelter, in addition to a serious 
hostage exchange deal,” Hamas said.

On Friday, a U.S. administration official said 
President Joe Biden recently sent two special let-
ters to Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi 
and the Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
related to accelerating ceasefire negotiations, ac-
cording to U.S. media.

Hamas reveals new 
operations in Khan 
Younis
Hamas’s military arm says it has carried out a 

series of attacks on Israeli targets. 
The Qassam Brigades said the attacks included 

fighting Israeli troops in az-Zanna neighborhood, 
east of the city of Khan Younis, south of the Gaza 
Strip, killing six Israeli soldiers, wounding others 
in the same neighborhood and targeting three 
Merkava tanks there.

It noted that the operation also included target-
ing – with antipersonnel devices – an Israeli res-
cue force that advanced to an area that fighters 
had previously boobytrapped.

Pelosi joins call to 
halt U.S. weapons 
transfers to Israel
Several dozen Democratic members of Con-

gress, including former speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
have sent a letter to U.S. President Joe Biden and 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken calling for a halt 
on arms transfers to Israel following an Israe-
li strike in Gaza that killed seven staffers of the 
World Central Kitchen, including a dual U.S. citizen.

“In light of this incident, we strongly urge you 
to reconsider your recent decision to authorize the 
transfer of a new arms package to Israel, and to 
withhold this and any future offensive arms trans-
fers until a full investigation into the airstrike is 

completed,” the House representatives wrote.
“We also urge you to withhold these transfers if 

Israel fails to sufficiently mitigate harm to inno-
cent civilians in Gaza, including aid workers, and if it 
fails to facilitate — or arbitrarily denies or restricts 
the transport and delivery of humanitarian aid into 
Gaza,” they said.

28 kids have died 
of malnutrition in 
Gaza
The UN Office for the coordination of humani-

tarian affairs (OCHA) said in its latest flash update 
that 28 children have died of malnutrition and de-
hydration in Gaza as of April 1. 

The figures are attributed to Gaza’s Health Min-
istry, the Guardian reported.  

“In the north, the Nutrition Cluster estimates 
that more than 50,000 children under five are 
acutely malnourished,” said the OCHA’s agency in 
the Palestinian territories in a social media post.

Hezbollah hits 
Israeli military 
outpost in 
solidarity with 
Gazans
Lebanon’s Hezbollah resistance movement has 

continued its strikes on Israeli military positions 
in the northern flank of the occupied territories, 
demonstrating solidarity with Palestinians amid 
the ongoing Israeli onslaught on Gaza.

Lebanon’s Arabic language al-Mayadeen televi-
sion news channel, citing a Hezbollah statement, 
reported that the group targeted a gathering of 
Israeli soldiers in the vicinity of the Ramia site on 
Saturday morning with a salvo of artillery shells.

The statement underscored that the operation 
came in solidarity with steadfast Palestinian people 
in the Gaza Strip, and in support of their resistance 
against relentless Israeli air and ground strikes.

Colombia seeks to 
join Gaza genocide 
case against Israel 
at World Court
Colombia has asked the International Court of 

Justice to allow the country to intervene in South 
Africa’s case accusing Israel of genocide in the 
Gaza Strip, the court said.

In its application, Colombia called on the court 
to ensure “the safety and, indeed, the very exis-
tence of the Palestinian people”.

The ICJ, the highest UN court, can allow states 
to intervene and give their views. Several states 
have said they would also seek to intervene in the 
case but so far only Colombia and Nicaragua have 
filed a public request, Reuters reported.

A week ago, ICJ judges ordered Israel to take all 
necessary and effective action to ensure basic food 
supplies arrive without delay to Palestinians in Gaza.

Ireland’s sovereign 
investment fund 
to divest from 6 
Israeli firms
Finance Minister Michael McGrath says Ireland’s 

15-billion-euro ($16.3bn) sovereign investment 
fund will divest from six Israeli companies, includ-
ing some of its largest banks, over their activities 
in the occupied Palestinian territory.

The Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), 
which invests at home to support economic 
growth but also holds a portfolio of liquid inter-
national assets, has come under pressure from 
the main opposition party, Sinn Fein, to divest the 
assets, Al Jazeera reported. 

Long a champion of Palestinian rights, Ire-
land last month joined Spain, Malta and Slovenia 
in taking the first steps towards recognizing Pal-
estinian statehood in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip.

From page 1  The UN Human Rights Council re-
called the order of the “International Court of Jus-
tice” of 26 January 2024, determining that “there 
is a plausible risk of genocide in Gaza”. 

The resolution was brought forward by Pakistan 
on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC).

It marks the first time the UN body has tak-
en a position on the devastating Israeli daily air 
and ground offensives in Gaza over the past six 
months. 

The sweeping measure takes aim at an array of 
Israeli military actions.

The UN’s top human rights body stressed the 
“need to ensure accountability” for all violations of 
international humanitarian law and international 
human rights law “in order to end impunity, en-
sure the access of victims to justice and effective 
remedies, deter further violations, protect civil-
ians and promote peace”. 

The UNHRC expressed grave concern at reports 
of serious human rights violations and grave 
breaches of international humanitarian law, in-

cluding “war crimes, crimes against humanity and 
possible genocide”. 

It deplored the grave consequences of the Is-
raeli war on Gaza, including the high number of 
casualties, in particular among “Palestinian ci-
vilians, including infants, children, women, youth, 
civil society actors, lawyers, journalists and other 
media workers, medical personnel, humanitarian 
aid workers and the highest number of United Na-
tions staff killed anywhere in the world during a 
conflict”. 

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

From page 1  Israel has killed 
more than 33,000 Palestinians and 
wounded nearly 76,000 others over 
the past six months, but it has failed 
to attain its stated goals. 

According to Foreign Affairs, an 
American magazine of internation-
al relations and U.S. foreign policy, 
Israel’s biggest failure in Gaza con-
cerns the captives.  

Israel has been bogged down in 
Gaza. Besides, it has been isolated 
internationally more than ever and 
divided domestically. 

Military failure
The Netanyahu regime has been 

trapped in a military campaign in the 
besieged Palestinian territory. 

Israeli military officials claim that 
20 of 24 Hamas battalions in Gaza 
have been dismantled, many of the 
group’s tunnels have been destroyed 
and a large number of resistance 
fighters have been killed. Despite 
such claims, Palestinian fighters 
have put up resistance against Is-
raeli forces.  

Michael Milshtein, a former 
high-ranking Israeli military intelli-
gence officer who is now an expert 
in Palestinian studies at Tel Aviv 
University, told the Associated Press 
that the regime faces two unappeal-
ing choices.

He said Israel should accept a 
captive and ceasefire deal that ac-
knowledges Hamas has survived, or 
step up the military campaign and 
conquer Gaza in hopes that Hamas 
will eventually be destroyed.

Milshtein added that expectations 
that the Israeli military’s current ap-
proach can destroy Hamas or force it 
to surrender is “wishful thinking.”

Likewise, over 600 Israeli troops 
have been killed since October 7. This 
includes more than 250 who have 
been killed in the regime’s ground 
offensive in Gaza that began in late 
October.

Israeli strikes have devastated 
much of Gaza and displaced more 
than 80 percent of the territory’s 2.3 
million population. 

Israel also remains accused of de-
liberately starving Gazans amid UN 
warnings about a looming famine in 
the territory.

Nonetheless, Netanyahu has 
vowed that the Israeli army will 
launch a ground offensive in Rafah 
where more than half of Gaza’s pop-
ulation has sheltered in the wake of 
deadly strikes across the Gaza Strip.

Israel ordered Palestinians to flee 
to Rafah but it continues to carry out 
deadly air raids in Gaza’s southern-
most city. 

Concerns are growing over a 
potential genocide if the regime 
launches a ground incursion into the 
city. 

Intl. isolation 

Israel has largely become isolat-
ed internationally as it continues to 
massacre Palestinian people in Gaza 
and starve the residents of the terri-
tory. It has largely shut off the entry 
of food, water, medicines and other 
essentials since launching war on 
Gaza. Its forces have also fatally shot 
Gazans who wait for the delivery of 
food from a limited number of trucks 
which have been allowed to enter 
northern Gaza. 

The regime’s isolation further 
came to light when the United Na-
tions Security Council passed a res-
olution on March 25 demanding an 
immediate ceasefire. The U.S., Isra-
el’s main supporter, abstained. 

The situation got worse for Israel. 
Opprobrium heaped upon the regime 
after it killed seven World Central 
Kitchen aid workers. Six of the vic-
tims were volunteers from countries 
allied with Israel, which antagonized 
them.

Amid mounting pressure, Israel 
has approved the reopening of the 

Erez crossing in northern Gaza for 
the first time since October 7.

Domestic division

Public discontent has further 
simmered in Israel over Netanyahu’s 
handling of the Gaza war. 

Weekly protests against his cab-
inet have grown and attracted 
thousands. The protesters demand 
Netanyahu’s resignation and early 
elections. 

Polls suggest if an election were 
held today, Netanyahu would lose to 
his rival, Benny Gantz of the National 
Unity party, who is also a member of 
his war Cabinet. 

Netanyahu believes the contin-
uation of the Gaza war offers him a 
lifeline. Hence, he seeks to prolong 
the war for his political survival and 
shirk responsibility and accountabil-
ity for his regime’s failure to foresee 
or prevent Operation Al-Aqsa Flood.

Hamas popularity 

Despite the dire humanitarian sit-
uation in Gaza, Palestinian people in 
the besieged territory remain sup-
portive of the resistance movement 
Hamas. 

Most Palestinians, including more 
than 70 percent in Gaza, consider 
Hamas’s October 7 attack as justi-
fied.

Polls suggest Hamas is more than 
twice as popular as the Palestinian 
Authority which holds sway in the 
West Bank. 

Israel has tried to demonize 
Hamas. But its rising popularity 
highlights the regime’s failure to 
crush the Palestinian resistance. 

Israeli wishful thinking 

America’s lawmakers—misguided or 
 treasonous supporters of Israel?

UN rights body calls for Israeli arms embargo 

From page 1   of which 42 have been to pro-
tect Israel—vetoes that most of the world has 
opposed and reduces global respect and confi-
dence in the institution. Less visible, the United 
States supports Israel in other fora, such as at 
the IMF and the World Bank. On a bilateral basis, 
the United States has pressured or ‘bribed’ Arab 
countries to establish diplomatic relations with 
the Jewish state and persuaded its close allies, 
such as the UK and Australia, to support Israel.

- The U.S. media has been seriously biased in 
its reporting of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Sever-
al well-known and indisputable facts are rarely 
broadcasted to limit the exposure of Americans 
to the realities, such as the illegal annexation 
without compensation of Arab lands since 1948, 
the permanent banishment of Palestinians who 
were forced to flee their homes, the illegal oc-
cupation of territories such as Jerusalem, the 
Golan Heights and the West Bank, illegal settle-
ments on the West Bank where about 750,000 
Jews occupy Palestinian land and mistreat and 
denigrate Palestinians. Much of the world sees 
Israel as an apartheid state with Gaza as the 
largest outdoor prison that has ever existed. 

- The United States boasts about the right of 
free speech under the Second Amendment, but 
that right is explicitly limited when it comes to 
discussing Israel and Judaism. Most criticism 
of Israel and Judaism are invariably labeled an-
ti-Semitic or racist with corporate sponsorship 
and job offers rescinded, professors denied 
tenure and others not hired in the first place—
practices that are most apparent in the enter-
tainment industry, the media and in academia. 
Criticism is silenced resulting in Americans be-
ing less informed.

Why do we protect Israel and Judaism above 
all other countries and other religions?

Does Israel afford the United States added  
security around the world?

NO. Israel is ostracised around the world, in 

large part because of its criminal treatment of 
Palestinians since 1948. America’s over-the-top 
support for Israel not only does not buy Ameri-
ca friends but instead makes more enemies for 
the U.S. On November 15, 2023, the Guardian 
newspaper removed a 22-year-old open let-
ter by Osama bin Laden from its website. It is 
a letter written in 2002 after 9/11 wherein bin 
Laden gives his reasons for planning the ter-
rorist massacre, namely, America’s support for 
Israel and the presence of American troops on 
Arab land. It was bad then, it is bad today but 
could get much worse with nearly 500 million 
Arabs and 1.9 billion Muslims (24% of the glob-
al population) in the world. The United States is 
not popular in most of the world (see the Pew 
Research Results) and our strong embrace of 
Israel will continue to make matters worse. How 
many would-be bin Ladens will emerge from 
the increasing reporting of the expansion of 
settlements in the West Bank, the unfathom-
able number of casualties in Gaza and Amer-
ica’s continued supplying of Israel with 2,000 
pound bombs and other lethal weapons, be it 
among Palestinians or in the broader Arab and 
Muslim community? Will the new generation of 
Arabs turn the table on the ‘cozy’ relationship of 
Arab rulers with the United States? Will this war 
and the massacre of thousands of women and 
children horrify younger generations of Ameri-
cans to reject America’s blind support for Israeli 
crimes? Are we already seeing a rumbling of this 
on U.S. college campuses? Will a generation of 
younger lawmakers in Europe and elsewhere at-
tack our blind support for Israel? Are we seeing 
the beginnings of this trend in Europe (https://
youtu.be/3_dHtETQ8U0)?

Does Israel reciprocate America’s support?
NO. In June 1967, an unarmed American 

flagged ship, the USS Liberty, was attacked by 
Israeli forces in the Mediterranean Sea. This was 
a blatant unprovoked attack by Israeli sailors 

and aircraft where 34 Americans were killed 
and 171 were wounded and there is no doubt 
that this was a deliberate attack by the Israeli 
military on a defenseless U.S. ship (https://me-
dium.com/@wfspi/the-day-israel-attacked-
the-usa-f2165b231102). After Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022, the United States 
asked its allies to join the U.S. resolution con-
demning Russia’s aggression. The U.S. tried to 
get Israel to be a co-sponsor of said resolution. 
Israel refused, but  81 other countries signed on 
as co-sponsors. In 1991, President George H.W. 
Bush wanting to give a little more balance to U.S. 
support for Israel, withheld U.S. loan guarantees 
for money borrowed by Israel to make sure that 
the borrowed money would not go to Israeli 
settlements in the illegally occupied West Bank. 
Given the power of the Israeli-Jewish lobby in 
the United States, this was a risky move by a U.S. 
politician and, as expected, the lobby went after 
him. In the end, Bush got the needed assurances 
from Israel, but his standing up to Israel might 
have cost him his re-election. President Obama 
also faced an onslaught from the Israeli-Jewish 
lobby when he abstained and did not veto UNSC 
Resolution 2334 demanding that Israel “imme-
diately and completely cease all settlement ac-
tivities in the occupied Palestinian territory.” 

What are the factors underlying America’s in-
explicable support for Israel? 

Is it because of the large number of Jews in 
Congress?

YES, in part. The percentage of the U.S. popu-
lation espousing the Jewish faith is about 2.4%, 
while there are 37 Jewish members in Congress, 
10 in the Senate (10% of the Senate) and 27 in 
the House (6.2% of the House). There are just 3 
Muslim members serving in the House and none 
in the Senate. Jews are overrepresented by a 
large margin in the U.S. Senate and House. They 
might favor legislation that favors Israel. 

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)



TEHRAN - In a remarkable ar-
chaeological revelation,  the name 
“Shiraz” has been identified in 
Pahlavi script on a Sassanid-era 
clay sealing. 

The finding is important due to 
cementing the history of Shiraz, 
which is situated some 60 km 
south of Persepolis, once the cer-
emonial capital of the Achaemenid 
Empire (c. 550–330 BC). 

The sealing, excavated near the 
city of Shiraz at the site of Qasr-e 
Abu Nasr, is being kept at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York.

On Saturday, Iranian archaeol-
ogist Mohammadreza Nasab-Ab-
dollahi affirmed to ISNA news 
agency that the inscription 
“Mugh-e Shiraz” has been deci-
phered on these Sassanid clay 
sealings.

Explaining further, the member 
of the Iranian Society of Archaeolo-
gy described such sealings as piec-
es of clay of various dimensions 
and shapes, crafted to seal docu-
ments and goods. These sealings 
were imprinted with a seal, leaving 
an indelible mark on the clay.

“These clay sealings, due to their 
firing process, have a remarkable 
durability,” Nasab-Abdollahi add-
ed.

He noted that these sealings were 
unearthed during three seasons of 
archaeological excavations by ex-
perts from the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art, conducted from 1932 to 
1935. 

According to Nasab-Abdollahi, 
archaeological investigations indi-

cate that Qasr-e Abu Nasr in Shiraz 
exhibits a cultural sequence from 
the Achaemenid to the Abbasid pe-
riod, with its primary settlement 
dating back to the Sassanid era.

“The archaeological findings from 
Qasr-e Abu Nasr reveal a wide spec-
trum of administrative systems, 
techniques, and defensive struc-
tures,” the archaeologist remarked.

Furthermore, he emphasized 
that archaeological evidence from 
the Sassanid period, including 
such clay sealings, as well as ar-
tifacts from the Achaemenid era 
such as inscribed bricks from 
Persepolis, corroborates that the 
city known today as Shiraz bore 
the same name in antiquity and 
was among the significant cities of 
ancient Iran.

According to the Met Museum, 
this sealing was impressed with 
four seals of varying sizes. The 
imagery on the seals depicts a lion 
walking right, a monogram, an in-
scription, and a horned quadruped. 

The sealing was among over 500 

sealings excavated in the Sasanian 
fortress at the site of Qasr-e Abu 
Nasr. The cache was preserved 
because the building had burned, 
baking the clay and retaining the 
seal impressions. 

These small clay objects played 
a role in Sasanian administrative 
practices. A piece of clay is pressed 
around a cord to close a document 
or package and then stamped with a 
seal. In some cases, these removed 
sealings seem to have been delib-
erately stored for administrative 
purposes.

Excavated by archaeologists from 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art for 
three seasons from 1932-1935, Qa-
sr-e Abu Nasr is located near Shiraz 
in southern Iran at a strategic point 
at the intersection of defensive 
mountains, available water sources, 
and along roads entering the Shiraz 
plain. 

The eastern part of Qasr-e Abu 
Nasr is a raised plateau of a rough-
ly triangular shape. During the 
Sasanian period, the plateau was 

fortified by a wall and densely oc-
cupied. Archaeological finds from 
the fortress show a wide range 
of defensive and administrative 
practices.

Celebrated as the heartland 
of Persian culture for over 2000 
years, the capital city of Shiraz has 
become synonymous with edu-
cation, nightingales, poetry, and 
crafts skills passed down from 
generation to generation.

Shiraz was occupied, at least 
intermittently, from the Parthian 
period (3rd century BC–3rd cen-
tury CE) to the Muzaffarid period 
(13th-14th century CE). The major 
occupation, including the exten-
sive fortress, dates to the Late Sa-
sanian period (6th-7th century CE).

It was one of the most important 
cities in the medieval Islamic world 
and was the Iranian capital during 
the Zand dynasty from 1751 to 
1794. Moreover, Shiraz is home to 
some of the country’s most mag-
nificent buildings and sights. In-
creasingly, it draws more and more 
foreign and domestic sightseers 
flocking to this provincial capital.

Eram Garden, Afif-Abad Gar-
den, Tomb of Hafez, Tomb of Sa’di, 
Jameh Mosque of Atigh, and 
Persepolis are among the histor-
ical, cultural, and ancient sites of 
Shiraz that are of interest to do-
mestic and foreign tourists. The 
ancient city is also home to some 
magnificent historical gardens 
such as Bagh-e Narenjestan and 
Eram Garden, which are top tourist 
destinations both for domestic and 
international sightseers.

TEHRAN – On Thursday evening, 
West Azarbaijan’s director-general 
of tourism announced that Takht-e 
Soleyman, a UNESCO-listed site, 
has hosted the highest number 
of visitors in the province in the 
course of the Nowruz holidays.

During a provincial travel facilita-
tion meeting, Morteza Safari high-
lighted that from March 14 to April 
1, Takht-e Soleyman in Takab had the 
highest number of visitors, among 
the historical sites within the prov-
ince, followed by Baghche Jug Palace 
Museum, Ethnology Museum, Ar-
chaeology Museum, and Se-Gonbad 
Tomb Tower in subsequent ranking.

Detailing the foot traffic to the 
historical, cultural, and natural at-
tractions and museums, Safari pin-
pointed that the visits have grown 
by 29% to 1,611,667 people during 
this period.

“During Nowruz, most travels 
are towards the southern regions 
of the country and tropical areas,” 
Safari noted, “unfortunately, in 
previous years, significant invest-
ment has not been made in the 
necessary infrastructure to attract 
tourists.”

He also pointed to a positive and 
growing trend in attracting in-
vestment and prospering tourism 

across the province which started 
in recent months.

Citing an example of taking 
steps forward to overcome obsta-
cles, the official mentioned the Ur-
mia cable car project as one of the 
important tourism projects, which, 
upon completion, will play a signif-
icant role in attracting tourists.

“So far, most of the problems re-
lated to this project have been re-
solved by activating it,” Safari added.

He stated that the provincial 
travel agents had been prepared 
to host Nowruz travelers through 
more than 40 meetings over re-
cent months, expressing gratitude 
to the 27 member organizations of 
the headquarters.

He also mentioned that several 
important historical buildings, in-
cluding Ansari House and Hedayat 
School, have been handed over to 
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts Department of West 
Azarbaijan, playing a significant 
role in attracting tourists. 

“In this regard, this year, more 
than five thousand people vis-
ited the Hedayat School Handi-
crafts Museum in Urmia during 
Nowruz…,” the provincial tourism 
chief noted.

Providing a comprehensive 
overview of accommodation sta-
tistics across the province, Safari 
outlined that with a 17% growth, 
123,821 people stayed in provin-
cial accommodation centers from 
March 14 to April 1, and the occu-
pancy rate of accommodation beds 
was 44%, which saw a 10% growth 
in comparison to the past year’s 
corresponding time.

The official also stated that 
there have been hundreds of su-
pervisory visits to ensure the best 
travel experience for holidaymak-
ers.

In his concluding remarks, Safari 
mentioned some other measures 
taken to improve the quality of 
services provided to travelers in 
this year’s Nowruz plan featuring, 
the improvement of roadside com-
plexes and accommodation facil-
ities, establishment of 18 hand-
icraft markets with 192 booths, 
holding Nowruz events in 43 loca-
tions, operation of dozens of tour-
ism buses with a 33% growth and 
implementation of the temporary 
accommodation plan.

It is also noteworthy that 
the UNESCO-designated site of 
Takht-e Soleyman became West 
Azarbaijan’s top destination 

throughout the Nowroz holidays. 

Takht-e Soleyman, which literal-
ly means “the throne of Solomon”, 
is now a major travel destination 
for domestic and foreign travelers.

The ceremonial complex encom-
passes a lake roughly 80 by 120 
meters and a Sassanid-era Zoro-
astrian temple complex dedicated 
to Anahita, an ancient goddess of 
fertility, parts of which were re-
built in the 13th century during the 
Ilkhanid era.

In the 13th century, Takht-e So-
leyman became a summer retreat 
for the Mongol Ilkhanid khans. The 
remnants of their hunting palace 
are now covered with a discordant 
modern roof forming a storeroom 
(often locked) for amphorae, unla-
beled column fragments, photos, 
and a couple of ceramic sections of 
those ancient gas pipes.

According to the Britannica En-
cyclopedia, its surrounding land-
scape was probably first inhabited 
sometime in the 1st millennium BC. 
Some construction on the mound 
itself dates from the early Achae-
menian dynasty (559–330 BC), and 
there are traces of settlement ac-
tivity from the Parthian period.

TEHRAN - On July 4th, a significant academic 
gathering is set to take place at the National Li-
brary and Archive of Iran in Tehran. 

Organized by the Tissaphernes Archaeolog-
ical Research Group in collaboration with the 
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism 
Organization, as well as the National Museum 
of Iran, the National Conference of the Persian 
World in the Median & Achaemenid Periods 
promises to delve into two historical eras of the 
Iranian plateau.

The conference aims to shed light on the Ira-
nian world during the rise of the Median Em-
pire and subsequently, the Achaemenid Empire, 
CHTN reported on Saturday. 

Scholars and researchers from various aca-
demic institutions have been invited to present 
their papers, offering insights into different as-
pects of the ancient Persian civilization.

Among the focal points of the conference are 

themes such as “Religion, Art, and Architec-
ture,” “Cultural and Social History,” “Unearthed 
Archaeological Discoveries,” “Economy, Live-
lihood, and Trade,” “Political and Administra-
tive Geography,” “Iran’s Borders and Historical 
Geography,” and “Iran’s Interactions with its 
Neighbors.” 

The Medes were one of the Indo-European 
people who entered northeastern Iran proba-
bly as early as the 17th century BC and settled 
in the plateau land that came to be known as 
Media.

In fact, the ancient country of northwestern 
Iran was generally corresponding to the modern 
regions of Azarbaijan, Kurdestan, and parts of 
Kermanshah.

As mentioned in Britannica, Media first appears 
in the texts of the Assyrian king Shalmaneser 
III (858–824 BC), in which peoples of the land of 
“Mada” are recorded. The inhabitants came to be 
known as Medes.

By the victory in 550 of the Persian chief 
Cyrus II the Great over his suzerain, Astyages 
of Media, the Medes were made subject to the 
Persians. In the new Achaemenian Empire, they 
retained a prominent position; in honor and war, 
they stood next to the Persians, and their court 
ceremonial was adopted by the new sovereigns, 
who in the summer months resided in Ecbatana.

Achaemenid’s kings of the older line were 
Cyrus I, Cambyses I, Cyrus II (the Great), and 
Cambyses II. After the death of Cambyses II (522 
BC), the junior line came to the throne with Dar-
ius I. The dynasty became extinct with the death 
of Darius III, following his defeat (330 BC) by Al-
exander the Great.

The empire, founded by the Persian kings 
Cyrus and Darius, stretched from the Balkans 
to Central Asia at its peak. It was the first state 
model based on the diversity and tolerance of 
different cultures and religions.

TEHRAN - Only a week after two waves of 
Nowruz travels, Gilan is poised to provide ser-
vices to travelers during the upcoming Eid al-
Fitr holidays as one of the most sought-after 
destinations across Iran. 

Regarding the approaching Eid al-Fitr holi-
days, Gilan’s Director-General of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts assured that 
the preparations to cater to travelers are all 
set.

Detailing the preparedness level in terms 
of hosting travelers, Vali Jahani pointed to the 
coordinating measures taken by Gilan’s Exec-
utive Travel Services Headquarter with an eye 
toward hosting holidaymakers in the best pos-
sible way.

“Necessary predictions have been made for 
this year’s third wave of travels during Eid al-
Fitr holidays from April 10 to 12,” the official 
noted.

As the Nowruz holidays officially came to 
an end, Gilan’s governor, Asadullah Abbasi 
revealed some statistics concerning the two 
waves of Persian New Year’s travels which 
sheds light on the importance of readiness as 
the third wave is on its way.

“In the course of the Nowruz holidays, 
1,643,425 vehicles entered the province,” the 
governor noted, “which according to the esti-
mations carried 7,292,637 individuals.”

Abbasi also provided figures on the over-
night stays across the province, outlining that 
11,917,598 stays have been recorded through-
out the two waves of the New Year’s travels.

The official also highlighted an 18% increase 
in inbound tourists with 483 individuals, who 
stayed in Gilan’s accommodations in compari-
son to the past year’s corresponding time.

Moreover, 975,881 individuals visited muse-
ums, historical sites, and tourist attractions in 
Gilan during this period, according to the gov-
ernor.

Ensuring quality service to tourists, Abba-
si emphasized that hundreds of monitoring 
visits to tourism facilities were conducted to 
make sure the holidaymakers were being ca-
tered to deservedly.

Gilan is known for its tourist attractions 
and warm-hearted and hospitable people. The 
people of Gilan from different ethnic groups, 
including Gilak, Talesh, and Tat, have come to-
gether and formed a very rich and diverse cul-
ture and customs.

The northern region was within the sphere 
of influence of the successive Achaemenian, 
Seleucid, Parthian, and Sasanian empires that 
ruled Iran until the 7th century CE. The subse-
quent Arab conquest of Iran led to the rise of 
many local dynasties, and Gilan acquired an 
independent status that continued until 1567.

Besides, its sophisticated capital city of 
Rasht has long been a weekend escape for res-
idents of Tehran who are looking to sample the 
famous local cuisine and hoping for some plu-
vial action–it’s the largest and wettest town 
in the northern region. Gilan is divided into a 
coastal plain, including the large delta of Sefid 
Rud and adjacent parts of the Alborz range.

The Maldives’ famous Sea of Stars is part 
fact, part fiction – but that just adds to the 
mystery of one of the country’s top tourist at-
tractions.

A glittering expanse of the Indian Ocean 
glowed blue in the dark as if the stars were 
submerged underwater after falling from the 
sky. Along the shoreline, more tiny star-like 
dots were swept up by waves and tumbled 
onto the beach, lighting up the wet sand like 
a reflection of the night sky. They disappeared 
into the shadows in mere moments.

This incredible sight, commonly known as 
the “Sea of Stars”, is one of the highest-rat-
ed attractions in the Maldives. Stunning im-
ages of it proliferate online, inspiring adven-
turous travelers to seek it out. But few people 
can agree on exactly where you can find the 
Maldives’ Sea of Stars.

That’s because the Sea of Stars does not ac-
tually exist.

To clarify, the Maldives’ mysterious Sea of 
Stars does not exist as a geographical location. 
The simple reason for this is that these magi-
cal-looking lights are bioluminescent plankton 
that bob around the ocean.

“When people say they want to see the Sea 
of Stars in the Maldives, they are actually ask-
ing to see a chemical reaction – it’s biolumi-
nescent plankton,” said marine biologist and 
wildlife presenter Lauren Arthur, who worked 
in the Maldives for eight years and recently re-
turned to film sea life.

She explained that bioluminescence is a 
chemical reaction whereby light is produced, 
while plankton is a collective term for mi-
croscopic organisms that can’t control their 
movements – they just float around in cur-
rents. Not all plankton is capable of emitting 
light (only specific species can), but even then, 
they don’t emit light all the time, only when 
they are disturbed, she added. “There’s no one 
specific place to find bioluminescent plankton. 
It can be found anywhere in the Maldives, or 
even anywhere around the world where you 
get plankton, even the United Kingdom.

This means that while the Maldives’ famous 
Sea of Stars does not exist, you could still see 
something resembling a sea of stars – al-
though witnessing it will largely come down 
to luck.

(Source: BBC)
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Gilan province gears up to host 
Eid al-Fitr travelers

How a fictitious ‘sea’ became a top 
Maldivian tourist attraction

Name Shiraz identified on clay seal 
of Sassanids, archaeologist says 

West Azarbaijan’s Nowruz tourism  
peaks at Takht-e Soleyman

Conference to explore Iran during Median,  
Achaemenid periods

TEHRAN TIMES

People visit Taq-e Bostan, a majestic ancient site in western Iran with a series of 
large rock reliefs from the era of the Sassanid Empire of Persia, carved around the 
4th century CE. It was originally the site of a Parthian royal hunting garden, but the 
Sassanians later added their own regal stamp. 

Iran in frames



TEHRAN –The first national con-
gress on traditional medicine is 
scheduled to be held in Tehran from 
May 29 to 31.

The use of traditional medicine 
along with conventional medicine 
can highly enhance the health of the 
society, Mehr news agency quoted 
Roshanak Mokabberi-Nejad, the 
secretary of the first congress, as 
saying.

Referring to the fact that many 
people are interested in benefiting 
both from conventional and tra-
ditional medicines, she said that 
the main goal of the congress is to 
promote a better understanding 
of traditional medicine, and to boost 
collaboration between specialists in 
different fields of medicine.

Lifestyle-based medicine; Pre-
ventive and personalized medicine; 
Food, nutrition, nutraceuticals, and 
culinary medicine; Traditional, herb-
al, and natural products; Massage 
and manual therapy; Artificial in-
telligence and Persian medicine de-
velopment; Systems medicine and 
integrated medicine are among the 
key topics of the congress.

The congress also aims to glo-
balize Iranian medicine by show-
casing the latest achievements and 
findings to scientific communities 
worldwide.

Health maintenance, disease 
prevention 

Iranian traditional medicine 
strongly focuses on prioritizing 
health maintenance and disease 
prevention over treatment.

It is one of the most ancient forms 

of traditional medicine. It is ground-
ed in the concept of four senses of 
humor: phlegm (Balgham), blood 
(Dam), yellow bile (Safra’), and black 
bile (Sauda’). The concept of the four 
senses of humor is based on the 
teachings of Rhazes and Avicenna in 
an elaborate medical system.

So far, about 30,000 plant spe-
cies have been identified in the 
world, with Iran’s share of about 
8,000 species which is more than 
the whole of species found in Eu-
rope.

The per capita consumption of 
medicinal plants in Iran is about 
one kilogram of dried plants, in 
other words, 83,000 tons of me-
dicinal plants worth 1.2 trillion rials 
(around $4 million) are consumed 
in the country, while in Europe this 
amount is 900 grams and in the 
United States is 2.5 kilograms.

People highly welcome tradi-
tional medicine

On January 7, Nafiseh Hossei-
ni-Yekta, the director of the health 
ministry’s Persian medicine office, 
said surveys show that more than 
80 percent of people in the country 

intend to benefit from Iranian tradi-
tional medicine, ILNA reported.

Their interest in traditional med-
icine has never faded, she said, 
adding that traditional medicine is 
being taught in universities.

Traditional medicine has its roots 
in the culture, customs, and tra-
ditions of Iranians and has always 
been of interest to them, the official 
highlighted.

With over 500 graduates in the 
field and numerous research arti-
cles that have been published, the 
country has been able to improve 
its position by being ranked fourth 
in the production of science in the 
field of traditional medicine in the 
world, following China, India, and 
the United States.

She went on to say that tradi-
tional medicine and conventional 
medicine are complementary. Each 
of these medicines has unique ca-
pabilities that can be used together.

But it can only be prescribed by 
someone who has fully mastered 
both fields.

Unfortunately, extremists threat-
en people’s health by either misus-

ing their interest in traditional med-
icine or depriving them of the right 
to use the indigenous medicine of 
the country along with conventional 
medicine.

Draft on traditional medicine 
strategy

In November 2023, Iran attend-
ed the World Health Organization’s 
consultative sessions on developing 
a draft of a new traditional medicine 
strategy as the only representative 
from West Asia.

The event took place from No-
vember 27-30, 2023 in Geneva, 
Switzerland, IRIB reported.

Arman Zargaran, Iran’s advisor 
to the traditional medicine office at 
the Ministry of Health, participated 
in the event at the invitation of the 
WHO headquarters in Geneva.

The International Regulatory Co-
operation for Herbal Medicines Unit 
of WHO, WHO-IRCH, invited 20 ex-
perts in the field of traditional med-
icine from all over the world to de-
velop a draft of traditional medicine 
strategy for the period 2025-2034.

The invited experts were from 
China (3 representatives), Australia, 
Canada, Switzerland, (2 representa-
tives each), Iran, Malaysia, England, 
South Korea, South Africa, Ghana, 
Norway, Thailand, Philippines, Bra-
zil, and India (1 representative each).

Within 3 days of intensive work, 
the entire initial draft was reviewed 
in the presence of Rudi Eggers, WHO 
Director of Integrated Health Ser-
vices, and Kim Sungchol, head of the 
WHO Traditional Complementary 
and Integrative Medicine Unit.

TEHRAN –A total of 2,327,997 Iranians donated 
blood over the past Iranian calendar year (March 
2023-March 2024), an increase of 4.7 percent 
compared to the year earlier. 

Tehran and Fars provinces made the largest 
contributions accounting for more than 16 per-
cent and more than 7 percent of the total blood 
donation, respectively, IRNA quoted Bashir Ha-
ji-Beigi, the Blood Transfusion Organization 
spokesman, as saying.

Last year, the highest growth in blood donation 
was recorded in the province of Lorestan with 22 
percent, followed by North Khorasan with 16 per-
cent, and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad with ap-
proximately 13 percent.

The overall blood donation rate was over 54 
percent in the country last year with Semnan (69 
percent), Yazd (64 percent), and Qom (63 per-
cent) provinces ranking the highest.

Women’s share of blood donation was equal to 

four percent. A total of 102, 907 women donated 
blood which had increased compared to the pre-
vious year. However, women are expected to get 
more involved in blood donation.

Women in Lorestan province, nine percent, had 
the highest contribution followed by North Kho-
rasan, almost eight percent, and Sistan-Baluch-
estan, over seven percent.

Last year, the blood donation rate reached 27 
per thousand people. The highest rate was re-
corded in Mazandaran province with over 40,000 
people donating blood. Semnan province, over 
39,000, and Yazd province ranked second and 
third.

Blood donation in Iran
The average blood donation rate in Iran is 26 

per thousand people which places the country in 

a good situation among other countries.

According to the World Health Organization, 
the median blood donation rate in high-income 
countries is 31.5 donations per 1000 people. This 
compares with 16.4 donations per 1000 people 
in upper-middle-income countries, 6.6 dona-
tions per 1000 people in lower-middle-income 
countries, and 5.0 donations per 1000 people in 
low-income countries.

Of the 118.5 million blood donations collected 
globally, 40% of these are collected in high-in-
come countries, home to 16% of the world’s pop-
ulation.

In low-income countries, up to 54 % of blood 
transfusions are given to children under 5 years 
of age; whereas in high-income countries, the 
most frequently transfused patient group is over 
60 years of age, accounting for up to 76% of all 
transfusions.

Based on samples of 1000 people, the blood 
donation rate is 31.5 donations in high-income 
countries, 16.4 donations in upper-middle-in-
come countries, 6.6 donations in lower-mid-
dle-income countries, and 5.0 donations in 
low-income countries.

In the past Iranian calendar year, which ended 
on March 20, some 2.223 million blood donations 
were registered across the country, an increase 
of 9.3 percent compared to the year before.

TEHRAN – The health ministry has embarked on 
expanding medical centers and enhancing health-
care services in underprivileged areas in the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year that started on March 
20.

Boosting local manufacturing of health and 
medical products, offering free healthcare for 
children under 7 years of age, and conducting 
screening tests for children are the three key ob-
jectives of the health ministry this year, ISNA quot-
ed Health Minister Bahram Einollahi as saying.

Health promotion program
The international congress on family health was 

held in Tehran on March 5-6 to publicize the im-
portant role of family health in society.

Paying special attention to family health for 
turning primary health care into universal health 
care (PHC for UHC through family health) was the 
theme of the two-day event.

The event which Health ministers from Qatar, 
Kenya, Saudi Arabia, Kazakhstan, Oman, Brazil, 
Pakistan, Egypt, Syria, Cuba, Tajikistan, India, Uz-
bekistan, Lebanon, Tunisia, Libya, Iraq, Kuwait, and 
Afghanistan were invited to take part in the con-
ference.

The event aimed to promote the Family Health 
Program, an initiative launched in 2005 to provide 
easy and round-the-clock access to basic services 
and primary care for all in the country.

The conference highlighted Family Health Pro-
gram and Integration of Education and Health 
Systems, Family Health Program and strengthen-
ing Primary Health Care, Family Health Program 
and Social Determinants of Health, Family Health 
Program and Community Engagement, and Family 
Health Program and Electronic Health.

Einollahi said the program enhances the PHC 
system through the delivery of integrated care. 
The relationship between PHC and the Family 
Health Program is mutually supportive. 

PHC establishes the overarching framework for 
delivering essential healthcare services, with this 
program serving as an integral component of PHC. 

National health campaigns
“Nowadays, health is one of the most essential 

human needs. Before the coronavirus pandemic, 
people may not have realized its importance, but 
this disease showed us how precious health is,” 
Einollahi said at a ceremony to unveil the Cam-
paign.

“Maybe everyone thinks that our job is treat-
ment, but it is not true. Our main duty is to prevent 
diseases and promote health,” he added.

Emphasizing the importance of improving 
health literacy, Einollahi said, “The level of litera-
cy in the society has increased, and we expect this 
level to improve in the field of health as well.

Also, we hope to manage having an electron-
ic health file for every Iranian with their national 
identification code to record the history of illness-
es in their family, their lifestyle, etc. so that their 
diseases and their reasons can be traced easily.”

The first phase of the campaign started in No-
vember 2023. Aiming to reduce deaths caused by 
non-communicable diseases, the campaign with 
the theme of “earlier awareness, better care” end-
ed on January 20. 

The main objective of the campaign was to pro-
vide free health care for diabetic and hypertensive 
patients in the framework of the family physician 
program and to create an electronic health file for 
patients.

Since diabetes and high blood pressure as the 
main causes of non-communicable diseases and 
are directly affected by one’s diet, the second 
phase of the national health campaign focuses on 
healthy diets.

A total of 45,556,830 people, 72 percent of the 
target population, took part in the first phase 
of the national health campaign aiming to be 
screened for high blood pressure and diabetes, 
Fars news agency quoted Farshid Hosseini, an of-
ficial with the ministry of health, as saying.

Out of the screened people, 22 percent that is 
10 million were identified with probable hyperten-
sion, he added.

These people do not need to take medicine; they 
can simply prevent high blood pressure and its 
severe consequences by observing and improving 
their diet, reducing salt consumption, and working 
out, Hosseini added.

He went on to say that people diagnosed with 
high blood pressure and diabetes in this survey 
are 10 years and 5 years younger respectively than 
those in the past.

The identified patients will be checked every 
month or every three months by healthcare work-
ers and doctors. Within the first 3 to 6 weeks, their 
treatment is non-pharmaceutical, then medicines 
will be prescribed if needed, Hosseini added.

Part of the second phase of the national cam-
paign would provide nutritional counseling to pa-
tients identified in the national health campaign 
with (probable) diabetes and high blood pressure, 
and the other part focuses on training in a healthy 
diet, such as avoiding the consumption of fatty, 
salty, sweet, and fast.

Salt was the subject of the first week of the 
campaign, from January 21 to 27, with the theme 
of ‘Everyone’s choice: little but refined iodized salt’.

Dairy was the subject and theme of the second 
week, from January 28 to February 4, with the 
theme of ‘From childhood to old age, consume 
healthy dairy products.’

TEHRAN –Since the beginning of the holy 
month of Ramadan (March 11), benefactors have 
helped release more than 1,100 prisoners of un-
intentional crimes.

Each year in Ramadan, officials and benefac-
tors hold gatherings to raise money to help free 
prisoners of involuntary crimes.

More gatherings are scheduled to be held to 
help release more prisoners by the end of Rama-
dan, ISNA reported.

On March 16, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution, earmarked 20 billion 
rials (some $40,000) for releasing prisoners of 
unintentional crimes.

On the occasion of National Father’s Day, which 
fell on January 25 this year, a total of 534 pris-
oners of unintentional crimes were freed across 
the country.

In Iran, Father’s Day falls on the thirteenth day 
of the lunar calendar month of Rajab, the birth-
day anniversary of Imam Ali (AS), the first Shia 
Imam.

In this line, a nationwide campaign, titled ‘In 
the Name of Father’, was held from January 3 to 
24, during which 37 female and 497 male prison-
ers were released.

The total debt of the released prisoners was 
6,665 billion rials (about $13.3 million).

On January 5, with the participation of altruists 
and benevolent people, a total of 2,548 prisoners 
of unintentional crimes were released from pris-
ons nationwide, ISNA reported.

In the first six months of the last Iranian year 
(which began on March 21, 2023), 4224 prisoners 
of involuntary crimes were released from prison.

Of the total released prisoners, 4,032 were 
male and 192 were female, IRNA reported.

The debt of the released prisoners was 56 
thousand billion rials (about $103 million).

Freeing prisoners of involuntary crimes is done 
in three ways. The first way is granting prisoners 
leave and the second way is providing a number 
of them with loans to be paid inside the prison.

The third way of assistance is the release of 
unintentional convicts by paying their debt.

The Blood Money Organization was estab-
lished in 1990. Since then, more than 160,000 
prisoners of unintentional crimes who had debts 
have been freed.
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Kish to host World Health 
Summit Regional Meeting

The 7th World Health Summit Regional Meeting will be held on 
April 29-30 in the Persian Gulf island of Kish, IRNA reported on Mon-
day.

Ali Jafarian, international president of World Health Summit 2019, 
said that it is the first regional meeting in West Asia and North Africa 
to host 700 participants, including 150 foreign guests.

Pointing out that playing host to the event is an important oppor-
tunity for the country, he added that over 100 health experts from 
different countries have expressed readiness to attend the meeting.

نشست منطقه‌ای مجمع جهانی سلامت در 
کیش برگزار می شود

به گزارش روز دوشنبه ایرنا هفتمین نشست منطقه‌ ای مجمع جهانی 
سلامت در روزهای 9 و 10 اردیبهشت 98 در جزیره کیش برگزار می 

شود.
علی جعفریان نماینده دانشگاه علوم پزشکی تهران در مجمع جهانی 
سلامت گفت: این نخستین نشست منطقه‌ای در غرب آسیا و شمال 
افریقا است که قرار است 700 شرکت کننده از جمله 150 مهمان 

خارجی در آن حضور یابند.
جعفریان، میزبانی از این نشست منطقه‌ای را برای جمهوری اسلامی 
ایران فرصتی مهم دانست و گفت: حدود 100 نفر از افراد سرشناس 
حوزه سلامت کشورهای مختلف جهان به عنوان سخنران برای شرکت 

در این نشست اعلام آمادگی کرده اند. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

First national congress on 
traditional medicine slated for May

Blood donation rises by 4.7% year on year

Over 1,100 prisoners freed in Ramadan   
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A total of 2,327,997 
Iranians donated 

blood over the past 
Iranian calendar year 
(March 2023-March 

2024).



Frome Page 1   It is about 
Baha, a young man from a border 
town, who learns that his father, 
Bahram, has been released from 
prison after 20 years. Bahram 
killed his wife -- Baha’s mother 
-- having accused her of cheating 
on him. 

Baha, who has never coped 
with this and is still full of 
anger and resentment decides 
to revenge to end his suffering.
In the Documentary Film 
Competition section, eight films 
will be screened, among which 
“Facing the Rook” directed by 
Sam Kalantari is from Iran.

The documentary is an artistic 
effort to bring the mesmerizing 
paintings of the great veteran 
Iranian painter Ali Akbar Sadeghi 
into a dreamlike CG world.

The Short Film Competition 
section of the festival comprises 
18 films from across the globe. 

“Taxidermist,” directed by 
Susan Salamat and Behzad Alavi 
will compete with other films at 
the event.The short flick depicts 
Shahbaz, a taxidermist and 
animal smuggler, who takes a 
road trip to deliver a strange 
order to a client.

 A series of unexpected events 

turns shahbaz from predator to 
prey.

The Serial program of the 
festival titled “First Series” will 
include six series from Iran 
Russia, Slovenia, Mexico, and 
Iceland.

The crime drama “The Lion 
Skin” directed by Jamshid 
Mahmoudi will represent Iran at 
the event. It centers on Naeem 
who has endured 15 years in 
prison for his daughter’s love. 

He faces a major crisis after his 
release to see her.Hadi Hejazifar, 
Pantea Bahram, Shahab 
Hosseini, Mehrdad Sedighian, 
Alireza Kamali, Pardis Ahmadieh, 
and Babak Karimi are in the cast 
among others.

The Moscow International 
Film Festival is the second oldest 
festival in the world after the 
Venice Film Festival.

 The first Moscow International 
Film Festival was held in 1935. 
Back then, it was called the Soviet 

Film Festival in Moscow. It became 
regular since 1959, when it was 
held every second year, alternating 
with the Karlovy Vary Festival until 
1999 when it became an annual 
event. 

This year, over 230 films will 
be shown in the competition 
and out-of-competition 
programs of the festival, which 
is approximately 20% more 
than last year. It will feature 
over 30 international and world 
premieres.

TEHRAN- A Persian translation of French 
novelist and diplomat Romain Gary’s “Grand 
Vestiaire” (“Le grand vestiaire”) has recently 
been published by Adeh Publications in 
Tehran.

The book has been translated into Persian 
by Mitra Moradi. 

The book tells the story of Luc Martin, a 
fourteen-year-old boy who lost his father in 
World War II and is left with only his dog. 

Placed in a child care center for orphans, he 
is taken in by an old man named Vanderputte, 
who already shelters two other teenagers, 
Léonce and Josette. 

Vanderputte informs Luc that if he wants 
to remain under state protection, he must 
give up his dog.

 In order to keep his dog, his only memento 
from his previous life, Luc escapes with 
Vanderputte and Léonce from the center and 
goes to live in the old man’s apartment.

Vanderputte is involved in drug trafficking. 
Under the guidance of this skeptical and 
tormented old sage with obscure regrets, 
everyone engages in black market activities 
and leads an extravagant life.

 Luc falls in love with Josette, and the 
group decides to become thieves, just like in 
the movies.

Throughout the book, the young hero 
goes through three stages of reaction: 

first, passivity, then questioning, and 
finally action. 

However, for Luc, everyone eventually 
becomes “a vast wardrobe full of worn-out 
clothes with empty sleeves, from which no 
fraternal hand was extended.”

 This poignant portrayal of disillusionment 
and emptiness captures the struggles and 
disillusionment of a group of teenagers 
navigating the complexities of life and 
relationships in a post-war world full of 
uncertainties and moral ambiguities.

Romain Gary, born as Roman Kacew in 
1914 in Vilnius, Lithuania, was a French 
novelist, diplomat, film director, and World 
War II pilot. 

He is known for his evocative and powerful 
writing style that captures the complexity 
of human emotions and the resilience of the 
human spirit. Gary’s works often explore 
themes of identity, memory, and the impact 
of war on individuals and societies. 

His most famous novel, “The Roots of 
Heaven,” won the Prix Goncourt in 1956 and 
was later adapted into a successful film.

Gary’s life was as intriguing and multi-
faceted as his literary works. 

He served as a pilot in the Free French 
forces during World War II and later joined the 
French diplomatic service, holding various 
postings around the world. Gary also had a 
successful career as a film director, with his 
film “Kill!” winning the Grand Prize at the 
Venice Film Festival in 1971.

 Despite his numerous achievements, 
Gary’s personal life was marked by tragedy, 
including the suicide of his mother when 
he was young and his own struggles with 
depression. 

Romain Gary’s unique blend of personal 
experiences, cultural influences, and artistic 
talents have solidified his place as one of the 
most significant French writers of the 20th 
century.

TEHRAN-The 2nd International watercolor 
Festival opened at Niavaran Cultural Center in 
northern Tehran on Friday.

Organized by Mahsa Mehdizadeh, owner of 
IWS Mah Art Gallery and Sogol Ghomsianchi, 
owner of IWS Sogol Art Cafe Gallery, the festival 
showcases about 150 artworks selected by 
a jury of Iranian and foreign masters, ISNA 
reported.

The Iranian members of the jury include 
Ali Golbaz, Bahman Nikoo, Shahryar Vosough, 
and Shahin Arvin. Aatanur Dogan and Ayşın 
Keskiner from Turkey, Amit Kapoor from 
India, Thu Huong Coco from Vietnam, Michael 
Solovyev from Canada, and Tere Lojero from 
Mexico form the foreign members of the jury.

Along with the display of the paintings, 
two workshops are planned at the festival, 
demonstrated by masters Ali Golbaz and Mauri 

Virtanen.

The talented artist, Mauri Virtanen, of Finnish 
and Ecuadorian descent, is the recipient of 
numerous awards throughout South America 
and Europe, where he is well-recognized for his 
talent, many of the beautiful works of art are 
exhibited throughout Ecuador and Romania, his 
paintings are in public and private collections 
worldwide.

His preferred subjects to paint are: horses, 
birds, wildlife or flowers. Mauri’s mission is to 
capture the beauty of nature and the everyday 
life in its most natural setting. In each of 
his masterpieces he strives to captivate its 
audience and to create a conversation between 
its viewer and the work of art, each painting 
can be linked in a jigsaw puzzle, composed of 
various parts.

The International Watercolor Society 

(IWS) is a non-profit organization which was 
established in 2012 with the objective of 
promoting the world’s oldest and most deeply 
rooted painting technique; the art of watercolor. 
Its activities involve bringing watercolor artists 
and art-lovers together. Its headquarters are in 
the ancient city of Teos, Turkey on the eastern 
shores of the Aegean Sea.

The 2nd International watercolor Festival will 
conclude on April 9.

TEHRAN- “R.M.N”, a 2022 
Romanian drama film directed 
by Cristian Mungiu, will go on 
screen at the Arasbaran Cultural 
Center in Tehran on Sunday. 

A review session will be held 
with the presence of the film 
critic Kurosh Jahed after the 
screening.

The film is set in a multiethnic 
village in Transylvania during the 

2019-20 holiday season. It follows 
Matthias, a man who has returned 
from Germany and is longing to 
see his ex-lover Csilla, who works 
in the village. As Matthias arrives 
in the village, he becomes caught 
up in the unrest caused by Csilla’s 
decision to hire two foreigners 
to work in her bakery. The 
tensions in the village escalate as 
xenophobia and prejudice surface, 

reflecting the real-life 2020 Ditrău 
xenophobic incident. 

The film had its world premiere 
at the 2022 Cannes Film Festival, 
where it competed in the 
main competition. Following 
its Cannes debut, it was also 
showcased at the 2022 Toronto 
International Film Festival in the 
Contemporary World Cinema 
category. Additionally, the film 

was featured at the 29th edition 
of the European Film Festival 
Palić and the 15th edition of the 
Central and Eastern European 
Film Festival in Luxembourg. 

“R.M.N” was honored with the 
Golden Tower for Best Film at the 
2022 European Film Festival Palić 
and received a Special Mention from 
the Press Jury at the 2022 CinEast 
Film Festival in Luxembourg.

Joaquin Phoenix, Elliott Gould, and Chloe Fineman 
are among more than 150 Jewish creatives who have 
signed an open letter supporting Jonathan Glazer’s 
Oscars speech on Gaza.

The director of Holocaust film “The Zone of 
Interest” condemned military action against 
Palestinians in the strip, as he accepted the 
Academy Award for Best International Film, with 
his speech being both celebrated and criticized, 
Independent reported.

Now “Joker” star Joaquin Phoenix, “Ocean’s 
Eleven” actor Elliott Gould and Saturday Night 
Live’s Chloe Fineman have joined a call to defend 
Glazer.“Our film shows where dehumanization 
leads at its worst,” Glazer had said at the event. 
“Right now, we stand here as men who refute their 
Jewishness and the Holocaust being hijacked by an 
occupation, which has led to conflict for so many 
innocent people, … how do we resist?”

Other signees include Phoenix’s sister Rain, 
three-time Oscar nominee Debra Winger, “Sorry to 
Bother You” director Boots Riley, “Fargo” filmmaker 
Joel Coen, “Gossip Girl” actor Tavi Gevinson, “Room” 
director Lenny Abrahamson, former CEO of Focus 
pictures James Schamus, “The Princess Bride” 
actor Wallace Shawn, “Bottoms” director Emma 
Seligman, and “Broad City” stars Ilana Glazer and 
Abbi Jacobson.

“I signed this letter to help counter the climate 

of silencing that many workplaces and industries 
are facing around Israel’s war on Gaza, now 
entering its seventh month,” Ilana Glazer said. 
“This controversy surrounding Jonathan Glazer is 
just one example.”

Schamus added: “It has been weeks since 
Jonathan Glazer’s acceptance speech at the 
Academy Awards, but, as we’re reminded by this 
week’s unconscionable killing of seven World 
Center Kitchen aid workers — and of countless 
more Palestinian civilians — his plea for humanity 
has only become more urgent, as has our duty 
as Jewish creatives to protest the vicious smear 
campaign waged against him.”

It comes as the speech divided the industry with 
“Spider-Man” actor Kirsten Dunst, “Ruby Sparks” 
star Zoe Kazan, band Massive Attack, filmmaker 
Ken Loach, and “I’m A Virgo” creator Boots Riley 
showing support for the director while many 
Jewish creatives including Debra Messing and Eli 
Roth signed an open letter denouncing it.

The text of the letter opens: “We are Jewish 
artists, filmmakers, writers and creative 
professionals who support Jonathan Glazer’s 
statement from the 2024 Oscars. We were alarmed 
to see some of our colleagues in the industry 
mischaracterize and denounce his remarks.

“Their attacks on Glazer are a dangerous 
distraction from Israel’s escalating military 

campaign which has already killed over 32,000 
Palestinians in Gaza and brought hundreds of 
thousands to the brink of starvation. We grieve 
for all those who have been killed in Palestine and 
Israel over too many decades,” the note read.

It continues: “The attacks on Glazer also have 
a silencing effect on our industry, contributing to 
a broader climate of suppression of free speech 
and dissent, the very qualities our field should 
cherish. Glazer, Tony Kushner, Steven Spielberg 
and countless other artists of all backgrounds 
have decried the killing of Palestinian civilians. We 
should all be able to do the same without being 
wrongly accused of fueling antisemitism,” and 
concludes, “We honor the Holocaust by saying: 
Never again for anyone.”

Others to sign the letter in support of Glazer 
include documentary maker Amy Berg, comedian 
Kate Berlant, Zola creator Janicza Bravo, and 
IndieWire film critic David Ehrlich.

Glazer’s movie “The Zone of Interest” follows an 
Auschwitz officer and his wife living just meters 
away from the concentration camp.

He has joined “We Need to Talk About Kevin” star 
Tilda Swinton, presenter Louis Theroux, and Doctor 
Who‘s Peter Capaldi and Jenna Coleman to donate 
items to Cinema for Gaza. The initiative seeks to 
raise funds for Medical Aid for Palestinians.
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Overlook and forgive the weaknesses of the generous people  
because if they fall down, Allah will help them.

Imam Ali (AS)
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2nd International Watercolor Festival opens at  
Niavaran Cultural Center

Tehran cultural center to review Cristian Mungiu’s “R.M.N”

Over 150 Jewish creatives sign open letter defending 
Jonathan Glazer for Oscars speech on Gaza

46th Moscow International Film 
Festival to screen Iranian films, series
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“Grand Vestiaire” at Iranian 
bookstores
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