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Israel epoch of bullying in
West Asia on losing streak,
speaker says

TEHRAN- The time of Israel’s bullying in West Asia with
the support of the US. has come to an end, according to
Iran’s parliament speaker.

During an open parliamentary session in Tehran on
Sunday, Mohammad Bager Qalibaf stated that the regime
is on its way to collapse, as it has committed crimes that
go against international laws during its failed six-month
war on the Gaza Strip.

He went on to add that “by targeting Iran’s consulate
in Syria, the usurping Zionist enemy once again proved
that it knows no boundaries in crimes and that it is so

dishonorable and hated in the world that openly violates all

international regulations”

Alluding to the historic raid conducted by the Palestinian
Hamas resistance group against Israel, he continued by
saying that “the era of bullying and saber-rattling by the
Zionists in the region with the support of the United States
has ended. Their actions show that they have heard the
smell of their demise and elimination after the October 7
operation”” » Page 2

Israel closes 28 diplomatic
missions, embassies around
the world amid fears

TEHRAN- Israeli media reports that diplomats stationed
overseas have voiced fears that Iranian reprisals will be
directed towards their embassies.

The Israeli regime has suspended the operations of
28 diplomatic missions around the world due to fears of
retaliation by Iran.

The Jerusalem Post reported that after the Tel Aviv
regime targeted the Iranian consulate in Syria, the regime’s
officials shuttered around 28 diplomatic operations abroad
owing to threats from Iran.

The Zionist regime’s embassies in Bahrain, Egypt,
Jordan, Morocco, and Turkey were evacuated on Thursday,
according to a report published in the Hebrew daily Yedioth
Ahronoth, citing threats from Iran.

Following an Israeli missile assault on the Islamic
Republic of Iran Consulate in Damascus on Monday night,
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) acknowledged
the death of generals Mohammad Reza Zahedi and
Mohammad Hadi Haj Rahimi together with five of their
companions. » Page 2

UK arms “to Israel” break
international law

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Over 600 UK-based lawyers, legal academics,
and former senior members of the judiciary have advised
the British government to take immediate measures
against the Israeli occupation.

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s government has been
issued a blunt warning over its complicity in the Israeli
genocidal campaign against the population of Gaza.

Four former Supreme Court justices, including the former
President to the highest court in the UK, are among 600
attorneys and legal academics who have signed an open
letter waming the British government that it has breached
interational law in its support for the Israeli regime.

The letter was penned in light of recent developments
that include the provisional order of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) on 26 January 2024, in which the highest UN Court
concluded that there was a plausible risk of genocide in Gaza.

The UN Security Council Resolution 2728 on 25 March 2024
demanding an immediate ceasefire during the month of Ramadan
and the worsening situation in Gaza where the UN and international
aid agencies warn of imminent famine, and where a ground
offensive is threatened in Rafah, have also been noted. » Page 5

Amir Abdollahian embarked on a new regional
tour as he left Tehran for Muscat on Sunday.

“Amir Abdollahian is traveling to Oman as
the first destination of his regional tour at
the head of a political and parliamentary del-
egation. Bilateral and regional issues such as
Gaza will be discussed,” Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try announced in a statement.

The top Iranian diplomat has traveled to
various regional countries multiple times
since the beginning of Israel’s latest war in
Gaza. He has been asking Muslim nations to
halt their relations with Israel to compel the
regime to cease its relentless attacks on Pal-
estinians. Since Amir Abdollahian first made
that plea 6 months ago, over 33,000 civilians
have lost their lives in besieged Gaza.

Yemen reaffirms support for Palestinians

Following his arrival in Muscat, Amir Ab-
dollahian sat down with a senior represent-
ative of the Yemeni National Salvation Gov-
ernment, Mohammad Abdul-Salam

During their discourse, Iran’s Foreign Min-
ister commended the Yemeni people for their
unwavering support of the oppressed Pales-
tinian population, viewing it as a testament
to the Islamic fervor and noble human digni-
ty inherent in their actions. » Page 2

Iran’s annual trade
with Iraq up 30%

TEHRAN - Iran’s trade with neighboring
Iraq registered a 30 percent growth in the
previous Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2023 to March 19, 2024), according to an of-
ficial with Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO).

According to Adol-Amir Rabihavi, the di-
rector general of the TPO West Asia Office,
Iran’s commercial centers are active in Iraq,
Syria, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey and
Qatar to boost bilateral trade.

Iran gained successes and achievements
in its trade with the West Asian countries in
the previous year, he said, adding that the
current administration has seriously pur-
sued the policy of boosting trade ties with
the neighboring states, Rabihavi stated.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official re-
ferred to Syria as one of Iran’s major trade
partners and added that a joint supreme
committee was held between the two coun-
tries in December 2023 in the presence of
the Syrian prime minister and Iran’s first vice
president.

The TPO official termed Iraq as Iran’s sec-
ond trade partner and added that the ground
was set for the presence of active Iranian
technical and engineering companies in Irag
last year.

Iran’s trade with Iraq registered a 30 per-
cent growth last year, he said, adding that
Iran has 12 active trade centers in Iraq, Syria,
UAE, Turkey and Qatar.

Health is a universal
human right

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN —Health is a universal right and
responsibility that is not limited to any
specific age group, culture, or nationality,
Health Minister Bahram Einollahi has said.

All members of society from their childhood
to old age have the right to access high-
quality health services without financial
worTies.

Access to clean drinking water, soil, air, and
food is a fundamental right and responsibility,
the Health Ministry’s website quoted Einollahi
as saying.

He made the remarks on the occasion of
World Health Day 2024, calling upon decision-
makers to create conducive environments for
individuals to actively participate in creating
and maintaining health, from home to the
community and the environment. » Page 7

largest protests
since launching
Gaza onslaught

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The Israeli cabinet
is struggling to cope with
unrelenting domestic pressure
over its handling of the Gaza war,
as the regime’s brutal onslaught
on the besieged Palestinian

Israeli protesters thronged
the streets in Tel Aviv and other
cities like Jerusalem and Haifa
over the weekend to vent their
anger at Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's inability to get the

territory enters its seventh month.

Islamic Revolution Art
Week kicks off nationwide

TEHRAN- The 10th edition of the Islamic
Revolution Art Week opened todady with
numerous artistic programs being held in
various locations across the country.

Organized by the Art Bureau of the Islamic
Ideology Dissemination Organization, this
annual event commemorates the martyrdom
anniversary of documentarian Morteza Avini,
who was tragically killed by a landmine in 1993
during his final trip to the former Iran-Irag
war zone in southwestern Iran while filming a
documentary on missing soldiers.

Throughout the week, art exhibitions,
workshops, and theatrical musical
performances will be showcased.

The Islamic Revolution Art Week
ceremonies kicked off on Monday at
Imam Khomeini’s mausoleum in southern
Tehran, with the participation of artists
and cultural officials. » Page 8
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Should we believe the boasting of
Israel or its fear and confusion?!

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Kayhan devoted its editorial to the critical
situation of Israel and said: The Zionist regime
witnessed an international outcry against it
on Quds Day this year and has been caught in
a crisis of self-destruction. Also, the deadly
panic caused by the fear of Iran’s response has
made the situation of this fake regime more
critical. On the one hand, Netanyahu claims
that we are fully prepared for Iran’s response,
but Haifa’s mayor helplessly says to Netanyahu,
“I don't see such readiness, why doesn't he tell
us what to do?!” On the other hand, the Israelis
attacked stores and bank ATMs and stored
food and electricity generators for a time of
fear. They are waiting for Iran’s response. But
more importantly, according to the media
of the Zionist regime, this fear has caused a
severe disintegration of the internal front of
Israel. The interesting thing to note after the
Leadership’s statement about the “regret-
causing response” is that the first place where
the alert level was raised to super security was
Tel Aviv and Haifa! Because the Israelis showed
well with this action, they have calculated that
the Leader of the Revolution had previously
said, “If the leaders of the Zionist regime make
a mistake, the Islamic Republic will lay Tel Aviv
and Haifa to waste”!

Iran: Iran ranks second in the world with an
economic growth of 5.4% in 2023

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper
discussed Iran’s economic growth and quoted
Mehdi Hashemzadeh, an energy expert, as
saying: Iran has had the highest economic
growth in 2023 among the top 30 economies
in the world after India. The main focus of
realizing this growth has been the oil and gas
sector, which played a key role last year. In
terms of the development and regeneration
of Iran’s crude oil trade, the 13th government,
focusing on extensive marketing, brought
Iran’s crude oil production to 3.5 million
barrels per day, close to the peak of crude oil
production. The price of oil also doubled at
that time. In addition, Iran’s strategic decision
to ensure a guaranteed market for its crude
oil business through refinery renovation and
modernization initiatives represents a forward-
looking approach to increasing the efficiency,
competitiveness, and value proposition of
its energy products in the global market.
Therefore, Iran’s economic growth in 2023 is
largely related to the energy initiatives of the
13th government, which is the result of using

domestic power, technological approach, and
the capacity of knowledge bases.

Shargh: Agreement in the middle of the
crisis?!

In an interview with Homayoun Naserian, a
senior analyst of international issues, Shargh
addressed the claim of the Saudi Al-Arabiya
network and wrote: In a situation where the
region is expecting Tehran’s possible response
tolsrael'sattack, Al-Arabiya claimed that Tehran
and Washington agreed on not escalating
tensions. Naserian believes that the unwritten
agreement between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the United States of America regarding the
non-escalation of tensions after the Israeli air
attack on the consular section of the Iranian
embassy in Damascus is not very serious,
and in the current situation, although Tehran
and Washington after the Al-Agsa storm
operation had no desire to increase tension
and widespread conflict in the Middle East
region, and this was manifested as a common
point in the behavior and actions of Iran and
the United States, in the field of foreign policy,
Tehran and Washington’s common opinion will
not necessarily lead to an agreement, even an
agreement with the lights off and behind the
scene. Now there is a set of actors as well as
possible equations that can disrupt the Iran-
U.S. agreement even if it is true.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Iran’s strategic path in
isolating Israel

In a note, Vatan-e-Emrooz discussed the
situation of the Zionist regime in the past
decade. It wrote: The first condition that Iran
was able to create for the Zionist regime by
supporting the resistance groups was the
creation of a civil war in the Zionist regime,
a crisis which Israel also has a crisis to get
out of. Iran’s presence in Syria created this
opportunity for Iranian commanders to create
the necessary strategic and tactical bases to
counter the movements of the Zionist regime
near the occupied Golan. Since its presence in
Syria, Iran has sought to open a new and strong
front from the Golan Heights. The martyrdom
of 18 Iranian advisers after the Al-Agsa storm
shows that Iran is present in the middle of the
battlefield and is defending the Palestinian
people. Finally, it should be said that Iran is
preparing a deterrent revenge program against
the Zionist regime in a situation where its long-
term plans have isolated the Zionist regime and
the collapse of this regime is certain.

Insights into recent terrorist

TEHRAN-According toareport by Fars News,
the recent terrorist incident in southeastern
Iran has laid bare the sophisticated equipment
and bulletproof vests utilized by the assailants.

This equipment suggests that the terrorists
may have received backing from hostile
entities.

On Thursday, southeast Iran witnessed a
series of attacks targeting security outposts
in the towns of Chabahar and Rask. The
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
reported thwarting the attempt to seize their
headquarters, but at a cost of 10 security
personnel killed. The Jaish al-Adl terrorist
group, known for previous attacks in the
region, claimed responsibility.

Sistan and Baluchestan province, bordering
Afghanistan and Pakistan, has a history
of violence, including clashes with Takfiri
terrorists and drug traffickers. The Jaish al-Adl
group is a familiar threat, having conducted
similar operations in the past.

After regaining control and securing
the area following the terrorist attack, the
IRGC Ground Forces’ Southeast Security

incident in southeas

t Iran

Headquarters announced the death of 18
terrorists and armed assailants. These
individuals, reportedly affiliated with foreign
intelligence agencies, planned to destabilize
the region by targeting public areas, military
installations, and law enforcement facilities in
Chabahar and Rask.

Preliminary investigations into the recent
terrorist operations in Sistan and Baluchestan
reveal significant details about the Jaish
al-Zalum group. Reports indicate that
this terrorist organization consisted of 29
highly trained operational members, with 18
individuals from its core team meeting a tragic
end in the recent violence.

During the harrowing incident, the terrorists
sought to employ human shields and take
hostages from among the citizens of Chabahar,
with intentions to orchestrate a large-scale
massacre in the region.

The weaponry and bulletproof gear wielded
by the assailants were of an advanced caliber,
suggesting possible support from hostile
entities linked to Iran’s adversaries.

Moreover, the weaponry utilized in the attack
displayed heavy destructive capabilities, with
sophisticated cartridges mirroring those
employed by terrorist groups affiliated with
Western intelligence services.

Iranian security and intelligence agencies
are diligently delving into the clandestine
facets of this terror act, unraveling crucial
information and technical nuances to shed
light on the incident’s broader implications.

Israel epoch of bullying in West Asia
on losing streak, speaker says

From page 1 » Qalibaf emphasized
that the Iranian people will deliver a
severe punishment to Israel, which
will accelerate its downfall.

He stated that the more crimes
the Zionist regime commits, the
weaker it becomes, fueling the
determination and motivation of the
resistance against it.

In a message on Tuesday, Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei said the Islamic
Republic will make the Zionist
regime regret this crime.

“The bold, selfless, general of
Islam, Major General Mohammad
Reza Zahedi, along with his
honorable comrade, General
Mohammad Hadi Haj-Rahimi, were
martyred by the criminal act of the
despised, usurping Zionist regime.
May the peace and mercy of God
and those that are beloved by Him
be upon them and the other martyrs
[who were assassinated] in this
tragic event. May God’s curse and
damnation be upon the leaders of
the oppressive, aggressive [Zionist]
regime,” he added.

General ~ Mohammad

Major

Hossein Bageri, Chief of Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces, assured on
Saturday that the retaliation for the
Israeli attack on Iran’s diplomatic
mission in Damascus is certain,
emphasizing that Tehran will
determine the timing and method of
the response.

He emphasized that Iran will
determine the timing and method
of its retaliation.The response to the
Israeli attack will be carried out with
precision, causing the Zionist regime
to regret its actions.

Major General Bageri described
the attack on Iran’s embassy in

Damascus as a self-destructive
move by Israel and stated that the
sacrifice of Iranian military personnel
will hasten Israel’s downfall.

He also pointed out that the US.
bears primary responsibility for the
attack in Damascus and must face
consequences.

“The great nation of Iran and the
free nations of the world yesterday
created an extraordinary day in the
history of the Islamic Revolution and
the world with the Operation Al-
Quds Storm, and the blood of martyr
Zahedi and his comrades on the Day
of Quds will let the criminal America

and the oppressive and child-killing
Zionists know that the days of
this regime are numbered and its
destruction is inevitable,” General
Bageri said.

He mentioned that those who
had doubts about the true nature
of America and Europe saw it in the
case of Gaza, stating, “You see a
small portion of the oppression they
face, while conditions in Gaza are
worse. After 6 months of constant
bombardment of this small land,
the Zionists did not achieve any of
their goals.In a statement issued on
Saturday, the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) expressed gratitude for
the Iranian populace’s participation
on Quds Day, affirming that the
remorseful punishment of the criminal
Zionist enemy will be realized.

The IRGC also  conveyed
appreciation  for the public’s
attendance at the burial ceremony
of Iranian military advisors who
lost their lives in the attack on the
consular section of the Iranian
embassy in the Syrian capital of
Damascus.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Israel closes 28 diplomatic missions, embassies
around world amid fears

— e e ———

From page 1 » The Iranian consulate resumed
its work in a new building adjacent to the previous
one on Saturday.

The Iranian Embassy in Damascus had earlier
said that full consular services will be offered
when its consular division reopened.

Hossein Akbari, Iran’s ambassador to Damascus,
verified the Israeli strikes and stated that the
regime had fired six missiles against the consulate
structure.

Akbari added that Iran has filed a request for
an emergency session of the UN Security Council

(UNSC) in response to the Israeli attack on the
consular part of the embassy.

He made the remarks during a ceremony held
on Friday to commemorate International Quds Day
at the Iranian embassy in Damascus.

“Given the failure of the Security Council to take
necessary measures to prevent the recurrence of
such heinous crimes by the Zionist regime, Iran
reserves the right to respond,” he said.

In addition, the ambassador urged UN and
Security Council members to uphold their
responsibility to protect global peace and security
by speaking out against these atrocities.

Akbari went on to say that the Israeli regime
panicked and started storing food, medication,
and generators in more secure locations after
Iran threatened to respond forcefully to the most
recent onslaught.‘This indicates they are deeply
frightened of Iran’s retaliation,” he said.

“But Iran’s answer is not clear and only the
Zionists are aware of its depth,” he continued.

In a message on Tuesday, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said that
the brave Iranian men will “punish” Israel and make
the evil regime “regret” its crime of assassinating
the country’s military advisors in Syria.

The Leader said Brigadier General Mohammad
Reza Zahedi, a commander of the IRGC's Quds
Force, and his deputy General Mohammad Hadi Haji
Rahimi, were martyred in this crime perpetrated
by the “usurping and despicable” Zionist regime.

“The evil regime will be punished by our brave
men. We will make them regret this crime and
other ones, by God’s will,” the Leader added, noting
that Iranians are contending with the heavy grief
of the IRGC advisors’ martyrdom.

The Leader wished divine mercy for the victims
of the terrorist attack and censured the leaders of
the “oppressive and aggressive” Israeli regime.

Israeli warplanes bombed the Iranian consulate,

situated next to the embassy building in
Damascus'’s Mezzeh district, on Monday afternoon.

Amir Abdollahian kicks off regional tour with Oman visit

From page 1 » He conveyed
heartfelt greetings and regards from
both the Iranian government and its
people to the esteemed leaders of
the National Salvation Government
and the resilient Yemeni populace.

Amir Abdollahian then thanked
Yemen for its position on a recent
Israeli attack on Iran’s embassy
in Damascus. He condemned the
act as a terrorist assault utilizing
American-manufactured  aircraft
and missiles. He affirmed Iran’s
commitment to seeking justice
through legal and international
channels.

The diplomat voiced criticism
towards the United States, the
United Kingdom, and France for not
condemning the Israeli aggression
in a UN Security Council meeting,
categorizing the move as a glaring
display of political hypocrisy and
an endorsement of the Zionist
regime’s nefarious deeds. He added
that such blind support of Israel
would ultimately lead to regional
and international insecurity and
instability.

Elsewhere in his comments, the
Iranian official assessed the evolving
relations between Iran and Saudi
Arabia as progressive and conducive
to further development.

Last but not least, Amir

Abdollahian declared Iran’s support
for the peace initiative in Yemen
while decrying American and British
attacks on the Arab country as a
brazen violation of its sovereignty
and territorial integrity. He also
highlighted Iran’s steadfast support
for the resilience of the Palestinian
population enduring the Zionist
regime’s atrocities.

Ina positive response, Mohammad
Abdul-Salam  expressed  deep
satisfaction with the meeting,
signaling  unwavering  solidarity
from the Yemeni National Salvation
Government and its people towards
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
particularly in the face of recent
Zionist regime aggressions resulting
in the martyrdom of Iranian military
advisors in Damascus.

Abdul-Salam  emphasized the
multifaceted support of the Yemeni
National ~Salvation Government
and its people for the oppressed
Palestinians, citingits Islamic, ethical,
and humanitarian dimensions, as
well as its role in safeguarding
Arab and Islamic national security.
He warned of the dire implications
for Arab and Islamic security if
the Zionist regime prevails in the
ongoing conflict, underscoring the
unwavering support of the Yemeni
people for their government’s
resolute stance against the Zionist

regime’s ambitions in the Red Sea.

He pointed out that Israel and its
regional allies have been trying to
fabricate Yemen'’s fight against the
regime in the Red Sea. Abdul-Salam
said world leaders can trust that
their vessels can peacefully pass

through the waterway.
Expressing profound appreciation
for the distinguished support

extended by the Islamic Republic of
Iran to the Palestinian people and
the Axis of Resistance, Mohammad
Abdul-Salam  underscored  the
rationale behind the pressures
and attacks directed by the United
States, the Zionist regime, and
their allied forces against Iran. He
attributed this hostility to Iran’s
principled stance and unwavering
support for Palestine and the Axis
of Resistance, emphasizing the
importance of solidarity in the face
of external challenges.

Israel trying to incite regional
war

Speaking at a press conference
with his Omani counterpart, Amir
Abdollahian warned that Israel’s
attack on Iran’s embassy in
Damascus was an attempt to drag
the entire region into a full-blown
war.

During his meeting with Sayyid
Badr Al-Busaidi, the Iranian

diplomat also voiced serious
concerns regarding the atrocities
perpetrated by Israel in Gaza and the
West Bank, urging collective action
from Islamic countries to halt the
regime’s heinous acts. He praised
Oman’s supportive stance towards
the Palestinian cause and lauded
Muscat’s humanitarian efforts in
aiding injured Palestinians.

Amir-Abdollahian also expressed
contentment with the current
political relations between the two
countries. He highlighted the recent
visit of the Sultan of Oman to Tehran,
portraying it as a pivotal moment
with the potential to bolster bilateral
cooperation.

For his part, the Foreign Minister
of Oman expressed contentment
with the progress in bilateral
relations, considering the recent
agreements between the two
countries as a  cornerstone
for further advancement. He
emphasized Oman’s readiness to
elevate bilateral relations to match
the outstanding capacities of both
nations, highlighting the significance
of increased cooperation in trade,
private sector activities, and tourism.

The meeting also addressed
various other bilateral, regional,
and international topics of mutual
interest.

Iran calls for dialogue between Ecuador and Mexico
following embassy raid

TEHRAN - Iranian

Foreign

Ministry

Mexican embassy in Quito, Kanaani highlighted the

President Jorge Glas, who had sought refuge at

Spokesperson Nasser Kanaani has urged the
states of Ecuador and Mexico to refrain from
escalating tensions and resolve their differences
through diplomatic dialogue.

Kanaani emphasized the essentiality of
respecting diplomatic immunity and ensuring the
security of diplomatic and consular premises.

Expressing concern over the recent raid on the

vital role of host governments in safeguarding the
inviolability of diplomatic facilities. He called for
constructive discussions between Ecuador and
Mexico to address the current discord.

The tensions between Ecuador and Mexico
escalated when Ecuadorian security officials
conducted a late-night operation at the Mexican
embassy, resulting in the arrest of former Vice

the embassy since a warrant was issued for his
arrest in December.

In response to the incident, Mexican President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador decided to sever
diplomatic relations with Ecuador, condemning
the raid as a severe breach of international law
and Mexico’s sovereignty.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



Outlining a global role model for good governance
is one of Islamic Republic’s aspirations: Leader

TEHRAN- Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Al

Khamenei met with a number
of  university  students and
representatives  from  student

associations on Sunday in the Imam
Khomeini Hussainiyah.

In this meeting, a number of
students and representatives of
various  student  organizations
presented their views and opinions
on the current issues.

“We must pursue a cause. The
Islamic Republic can summarize its
ideals under two general headings:
one heading is the administration of
the country in an Islamic way; The
second title is providing a role model
to the people of the world for the good
administration of a country. These are
two ideals. You must strive for these
two ideals. You have to think about
this, you have to work on the ways to
achieve these two general titles,” the
Leader said, addressing students.

During the meeting, Ayatollah
Khamenei described justice as the
negation of the class gap in using
public opportunities, saying that
“the realities should guide the
young minds of today’s students in
a direction that is closer to solving
problems”

“Today, there are people working
in the government body who
participated and spoke in the same
meeting as you did a few years ago,’
he added.

The Leader went on to add, “Some
sins are committed without realizing
that they are sins. Many of our words,
many of the statements we make in
the virtual space require a response,
eventually we must be careful”

“If our inappropriate behaviors are
recognized, they can be corrected,
repentance can be sought, and
seeking forgiveness is possible. If
the wrongdoing goes unnoticed,
the person does not repent, it
accumulates, the heart deviates from
righteousness.”

Ayatollah Khamenei also stressed
that “my recommendation is to be
careful about what you say, think
about not committing an act in your
speech, in your writing that you
cannot provide an answer for later.”

“This year, thanks to God, the
month of Ramadan was good,
especially the prevalence of Quran
recitation. Reciting the Quran was
very satisfying for me. Seeing many
individuals, sometimes even young
people, reciting the Quran from
memory, was one of my great desires
that, thanks to God, | see it coming
true, it has come true” The Leader
noted.

“It is appropriate to use the
books of the late Mr. Meshah. Truly,
the thoughts of this great man are
helpful in guiding the young minds in
the right direction.”

He added, “The active gatherings
in this month, the street iftars in
this month, all of these are valuable
things”

The Leader said that today's
young students must know that they
are grown in such a revolutionary
academic environment.

“The system in which you live has
come into being through struggle and
with effort. The most fundamental
realities of our lives now are this. This
isarevolutionary system,” he averred.

“Many of the revolutionary

aspirations have not been realized,
this is true. But the system in which
we currently live is a system that has
such expectations of it, why? Because
it is a revolutionary system.”

The Leader pointed out that “during
the Pahlavi era, which university did
have various scientific, technological,
and industrial products? However,
it was considered self-evident that
Iranians could not access high and
precise technologies.”

“The notion that Iranians could not
access high and precise technologies
was considered self-evident, it was
considered a fact that Iranians could
not reach high scientific positions,
and they could not access the
forefront of science”

The Leader recommended that
all student gatherings, intellectual
discussions, academic studies, and
student communications should be
done with those who have faith in the
Revolution.

He also highlighted that “the
management of a country must
continuously progress both
materially and spiritually without
regression.”

Ayatollah Khamenei said that “this
progress entails general welfare,
physical and moral security, and
justice”

“Justice involves eliminating class
gapsinaccessingpublicopportunities.

All opportunities should be equally
available to the people. Unequal
access to opportunities is injustice.
Justice extends beyond financial
matters to issues of honor, work,
dignity, and more. Justice is essential
for scientific advancement, health
expansion, maintaining a youthful
population, various developments,
and innovations in the Islamic
management of a country.”

The Leader went on to note that
“if we want to define a university, the
main pillar of its definition is science.
A university has three main duties:
first, to educate scholars; second,
to produce knowledge; and third, to
provide education and knowledge
production for scholars.”

“While universities around the
world educate scholars and produce
knowledge, they lag in this third
pillar. The result is that the products
of educating scholars and producing
knowledge become tools in the hands
of Zionist and hegemonic powers. All
university components must focus on
these three points: administrators,
professors, students, curriculum,
educational processes. All should
serve these three directions.”

The Leader underscored that “if
organizations do not strengthen
themselves theoretically, problems
arise in their work. Have a critical
view but also a proud view towards
the country’s progress.”

Ayatollah Khamenei continued by
highlighting that “criticism should be
voiced, no doubt, but be proud that
important works have been done in
various sectors”

“Students  organizations  are
one of the great opportunities of
the country. | consider student
organizations, all of you, as part of
the great opportunities. | know you
have differences of opinion, you
have different perspectives, it's okay,
having intellectual differences is not
a problem, as long as it doesn't lead
to quarreling and fighting.”

No Israeli embassy safe anymore, top Iranian general warns

TEHRAN - In a recent development, a top
military advisor to the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has
issued a grave warning, stating that no Israeli
embassy is safe anymore.

Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi delivered
these remarks at a solemn ceremony on Sunday,
held to honor the martyrs of a heinous terrorist
attack on the Iranian consulate building in
Damascus, Syria.

Safavi emphasized the Leader’s unwavering
determination to retaliate against the Israeli
regime for its brazen assault on Iran’s consulate
in Syria. He noted, “The Leader promised a slap on
the face of the Israeli regime such that the regime
will regret attacking Iran’s consulate in Syria.”

Furthermore, ~ Safavi  highlighted  the
preparedness of the Resistance Front to decisively
act upon this solemn pledge.

A former chief commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps, Safavi provided
profound insights into the transformative impact
of the Gaza conflict on regional dynamics, events,
and strategies, sparking fervent discussions
among attendees and observers alike.

Additionally, Safavi shed light on a recent trend,
revealing that 28 Israeli embassies have shuttered
their doors out of fear for their security, serving
as a testament to the escalating tensions and the

growing unease within Israeli diplomatic circles.

Highlighting the gravity of the situation, Safavi
addressed the palpable fear gripping Israel in the
aftermath of the consulate attack.

On Monday afternoon, Israeli warplanes
launched a devastating airstrike on the consular
annex of Iran’s embassy in Damascus. This
brazen act of aggression resulted in the loss of
13 lives, including seven members of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps stationed on a mission in
Syria. The strike has sent shockwaves throughout
the region, further exacerbating tensions between
the two adversaries.

In response to this egregious violation of
international law and conventions, Iranian officials
have vehemently reiterated the country’s inherent
right to deliver a resolute and proportional
response.

Commander says Israel’s illegitimate nature

TEHRAN - Brigadier General Ali Fadavi,
the second-in-command of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), has delivered a
condemnation of the Zionist regime, asserting its
lack of legitimacy.

“The Zionist regime lacks legitimacy and will
never be recognized as a fully sovereign state
or nation; its ultimate demise is the only option,”
he remarked in a ceremony commemorating the
martyrs of IRGC members killed in the Zionist
military attack on the Iranian consulate in

leads to its demise

Damascus.

During his speech, Fadavi expressed, “The
Zionist regime has shown its true colors during
decades of oppression imposed on Palestinians
and we anticipate nothing less than complete
savagery of the regime. Gaza has suffered over
two decades of total blockade and unyielding
oppression, with Israeli offenses escalating in the
past six months”

Drawing attention to the regime’s heinous acts,
he further remarked, “The Zionist regime has been

responsible for the deaths of over 33,000 civilians
in the Gaza Strip, including a significant number
of women and children. We foresee nothing but
malevolence and depravity from this regime.”

The top IRGC commander reiterated his stance,
asserting, “The Zionist regime lacks legitimacy
andwillneverfunctionasa legitimate government
or nation. Its only destiny is dissolution, a divine
retribution for the oppressors”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

IRGC warns of repercussions for Zionist regime’s actions

TEHRAN - The spokesman for
the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) has stated that the
“stupidity of the Zionist regime for
its violent act will definitely result in
a regrettable punishment,” echoing
the emphasis of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution.

Brigadier General Ramezan Sharif
delivered remarks on Monday, stating
that the “fake authority of the Zionists
was destroyed with the Al-Agsa
Storm Operation,” emphasizing that
this event marked a turmning point,
signifying the fall of the “infamous
child-killing regime” and the rise of

Palestinian fighters’ authority.

Speaking at a commemoration
ceremony for martyrs in Ahwaz,
General Ramezan Sharif revealed
that Brigadier General Zahedi, 48
hours before his martyrdom, told his
comrades that the best outcome he
could hope for was “meeting with
martyr Hajj Qassem Soleimani.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
general addressed the situation
in Gaza. He acknowledged the
“very difficult conditions” faced
by the Gazan people. However,
he highlighted that despite these

hardships, their “reliance on God,
clinging to the Quran, and the
resilient and self-sacrificing spirit
of the fighters of Hamas and other
resistance groups have upended all
the enemy’s calculations.”

He further noted that “Zionists,
with their media empire, have tried
to portray the slogans of Quds Day
as irrelevant”

However, he countered that
“people worldwide understood the
importance of Quds Day this year
more than ever before.”

“In the last 45 years, Quds Day

was primarily celebrated in Islamic
countries,” the general observed.

“This year, however, we witnessed
a surge of people in various cities
worldwide taking to the streets to
condemn the Zionist regime.”

General Sharif concluded by
criticizing the contradictions and
hypocrisy of the United States. “On
the one hand” he said, “America
sends weapons and ammunition,
military equipment, and weaponry to
the poor Zionist regime. On the other
hand, it sends food supplies to the
people of Gaza by air”
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Masoumeh Zarei
Barouti: Stronger
through the years

TEHRAN - Iran captain Masoumeh Zarei Barouti
has a glint of enthusiasm and passion in her eyes,
as she shared her experience in the 2024 WPV
Final Paralympics Qualifier in Dali, China, and the
passion for the sport she loves.

“I am very happy to be here in Dali,” said Zarei
Barouti with a voice tinged with excitement. “We
are trying to get the best results. We are training
hard and playing hard, but we are just happy,
more than happy to be competing here””

Her joy for this experience is quite evident,
reflecting not just the thrill of the competition but
also the profound gratitude for the opportunities
bestowed upon her team.

“The Iranian women’s team has been very
active in the past years, competing in a number of
the event,” she remarked.

“There is a program supporting women in
different areas, including sitting volleyball. Our
Sports Ministry, our Paralympic Committee, our
Federation, all of them support this program
for us to be here and joining in other equally
important high-level events.”

Her journey in the discipline spans over two
decades, each year infused with a deepening love
for the sport and dedication to her country.

“I have been playing sitting volleyball for 25
years,” she revealed. “I have all this energy after
all these years because | just love the sport. | love
my country, and | have a deep appreciation for
those who support people with disabilities. This is
what makes me strong”

Beyond her individual achievements, Zarei
Barouti sees herself as part of a larger movement,
a catalyst for change and progress within Para
sports.

“The support for our team, under one federation
taking care of Para sports, and with the help of
the Ministry and the Paralympic Committee, gives
better focus for the disabled,” she explained.

“There is better development in activities for
them. | think this is the best condition for our
program, so special needs could be taken care of”

With her experience, she is not only inspiring
her teammates but also future generations of
athletes.

Her teammate Zahra Nejatiaref spoke about
Zarei Barouti’s influence with a lot of reverence.

“She is one of the most experienced players
around the world, not just in Iran. | learn from
her every day, every time, and | am so happy and
honored to be playing alongside our captain.”

As Zarei Barouti envisions her future beyond
the realm of competitive play, she remains
committed to serving the sport she holds dear.

“I think the day | stop playing sitting volleyball,
| will still be involved in the sport,” she mused.
“l can be a teacher or maybe a director for the
program where my experience will be valuable.
Or maybe, | can also work in the Federation, with
much pleasure, if given the opportunity.”

Slovenia defeat
Iran at 2024 WPV
Sitting Volleyball
Final Qualifiers for
Women

TEHRAN - Iran clashed with Slovenia in a
crucial showdown of the at 2024 WPV Sitting
Volleyball Final Qualifiers for Women, where the
latter asserted their dominance early on.

The European side set the tone for a
commanding performance throughout the match,
and despite a spirited effort from Iran, Slovenia
managed to close the match 3-0 (25-22, 25-20,
26-24).

Slovenia’s relentless offence and solid defense
proved too formidable for their Iranian opponents,
as they secured their fourth consecutive win in
the tournament and the early spot in the final.

Iran had defeated Japan 3-0 (25-7,25-19, 25-6)
and Thailand 3-0 (25-11, 25-3, 25-14) and lost to
China 3-0 (25-17, 25-11, 25-13) in their first three
matches.

There is one remaining position to be
determined.

The winners will qualify for Paralympics.
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Iran claim title at
AVC Beach Tour
Nuvali Open

TEHRAN - Iran won the title of the “Smart”
AVC Beach Tour Nuvali Open in Philippines’ City of
Santa Rosa on Sunday.

NMth  seeds Abbas  Pourasgari/Alireza
Aghajanighasab defeated Thai third seeds Surin
Jongklang/Dunwinit Kaewsai, 21-13, 21-17 in the
final.

The tournament was organized by the
Philippine National Volleyball Federation led by
Ramon “Tats” Suzara.

Team Melli were headed by Iran former player
Rahman Raoufi.

Foolad Sirjan
crowned champions
of Iran Volleyball
Super League

TEHRAN - Foolad Sirjan defeated Shahdab
Yazd 3-2 (18-25, 30-28, 25-15, 22-25, 15-12) to
win title of the 37th edition of the Iran Volleyball
Super League on Saturday.

Foolad had defeated Shahdab on Wednesday
and claimed the title in Best of Three format.

Fourteen club teams competed since
September playing 201 games with Foolad Sirjan
and Shahdab Yazd competing in the final at the
Iran Volleyball Federation Hall in Tehran.

Dream Team for the 37th edition of the Premier
Volleyball League are as select:

The Most Valuable Player:

Mohammad Mousavi (Foolad Sirjan)

Best Middle Blockers:

Mohammad Mousavi (Foolad Sirjan)
Masoud Gholami (Shahdab Yazd)

Best Opposite:

Reza Rezaei (Shahdab Yazd)

Best Libero:

Mohammadreza Hazratpour (Shahdab Yazd)
Best Setter:

Mohammadtaher Vadi (Foolad Sirjan)

Best Outside Hitter:

Shahrooz Homayounfar Manesh (Foolad Sirjan)
Pouria Hossein Khanzadeh (Foolad Sirjan)

Esteghlal held by
Mes: PGPL

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football team were held
to a 2-2 draw by Mes Rafsanjan in 2023/24 Iran’s
Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) on Saturday.

In the match held in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium,
Sajad Shahbazzadeh gave the visiting team a lead
just three minutes into the match but Gustavo
Blanco leveled the score in the 16th minute.

Saeid Vasei scored second goal for Mes just one
minute into the second half but Blanco completed
his brace four minutes later for the PGPL leaders.

In Ghaemshahr, Malavan edged past struggling
Nassaji 1-0 and Shams Azar defeated Zob Ahan
2-0in Isfahan.

On Sunday, Gol Gohar will host Persepolis in
Sirjan, Paykan will host Esteghlal Khuzestan and
Foolad are to meet Havadar in Ahvaz.

Esteghlal midfielder
Mehdipour to miss
rest of season: IPL

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football team iconic
midfielder Mehdi Mehdipour will miss the rest of
the Iran Professional League (IPL) season after
rupturing his anterior cruciate ligament (ACL).

He sustained the injury in the first half of the
match against Mes Rafsanjan in Tehran’s Azadi
Stadium Saturday night.

The two teams shared the spoils in a 2-2 draw.

His absence could be a big blow to Esteghlal
as the Blues are chasing the Iran Professional
League (IPL) title in the current season.
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Tehran, Baghdad to launch maritime
passenger transport line

TEHRAN - Iran and Irag will launch the first
maritime passenger transport line within the
next two months, an official at Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO) said.

The head of the organization noted that an
expert-level meeting was held with the Iragi side
with afocus on the development of transportation
of passengers by sea, according to which, the two
sides emphasized the launch of the first passenger
maritime line between the two countries, Mehr
news agency reported.

Given the readiness of Iran’s Abadan and
Khorramshahr ports for the transportation of
passengers to the destination of Wasliya and
Basra ports in Irag, the officials of the two sides
have expressed their readiness for the initiation
of the transportation of passengers via sea, Ali
Akbar Safaei emphasized.

With the coordination made in this regard,
he said, it was agreed that the two sides would
launch the first sea line for the transportation of
passengers between the two countries within the
next two months.

TEDPIX gains nearly 4,000 points

on Sunday

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 3,967 points to
2,234,990 on Sunday, which is the second day of
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

I[ranian government has been taking new
measures to restore shareholders’ trust in the
stock market and help the market thrive again.

As reported, the 13th government has always
tried to move towards reforming the structure
and foundation of the capital market in order to
promote economic justice, transparency, and the

true sovereignty of the people over their capital.

In this regard, over the past two years, the
government has been following 16 practical
and important measures in order to reform the
structure of the stock market.

Reducing inflation, changing the fluctuation
range of the market to seven percent in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on March
20), helping the Securitas and Stock Exchange
Organization (SEO) and the Finance and Economic
Affairs Ministry to facilitate obtaining loans by
pledging the person’s stock portfolio, requiring
the stock market companies to pay dividends
through Sejam System, and helping investors in
the housing market were among the mentioned
measures.

Foreign trade value at Kaveh special
economic zone hits $2b

TEHRAN - An official at the customs office
of the Kaveh Special Economic Zone in Iran’s
Saveh County put the foreign trade value of the
customs office in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended March 19, 2024) at about $2.0 billion,
showing a 13 percent growth compared to a year
earlier.

More than 1.122 million tons of goods, valued
at $1.934 billion, were unloaded at the customs
office of Kaveh Special Economic Zone from
March 21, 2023 to March 19, 2024, registering
an 11 and a 13 percent hike in weight and value
respectively compared to the previous year,

the manager of the customs office said, IRNA
reported.

Qassem Motallebi added that more than
264,000 tons of non-oil goods, valued at $685
million, were imported into the Kaveh Special
Economic Zone in this period, showing a 69
and a 37 percent growth in volume and value
respectively compared to a year before.

More than 500,000 tons of products including
oil derivatives, crystals and glasses, sanitary
and edible products were exported from the
customs office between March 21, 2023 and
March 19, 2024, he stated.

Annual exports of steel products

TEHRAN - Iran exported $76
billion worth of steel products last
calendar year ending March 19,
according to figures released by the
Iranian Steel Producers Association
(ISPA).

The ISPA said on Saturday that the
total export value of the steel supply
chain rose by 18%, describing it as
the “most important achievement”
within the steel industry.

Based on the figures, the country
exported an estimated 30 million
metric tons of steel concentrate and
pellets, a 66% surge from the year
before.

The export volumes of medium-
carbon steel and steel slabs
also increased by 4.3% and 23%,
respectively.

Most notably, the industry
boasted a 621% rise (more than 7
times) in the volume of concentrate
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iron ore exports.

According to ISPA, production of
steel in Iran increased by 5.8 percent
in the previous Iranian calendar year
compared to the preceding year.

According to the latest data
released by the ISPA, the country’s
steel production reached 29.334
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million tons in the previous year,
IRNA reported.

Of the mentioned amount,
18,452,000 tons were billet and
bloom and 10,882,000 tons were
slabs; Billet and bloom production
increased by 9.2 percent and slab
production increased by 0.7 percent
in the previous year.

The production of sponge iron
also increased by 8.5 percent in the
previous year compared to the figure
for the preceding year.

Iran improved its global standing
in steel production, becoming the
ninth-largest producer in January
2024, according to new datareleased
by the World Steel Association (WSA).

In the first month of 2024, Iranian
steel mills produced a total of 2.6
million tons of steel, registering a
39.3 percent increase compared to
the same month of 2023, as reported
by the WSA on Monday.

The world’s 71 steel-producing
countries produced 148.1 million tons
of steel in January 2024, indicating a
1.6 percent yearly decline.

Iran was ranked first in terms
of production growth among the
world’s top steel producers in the
mentioned period.

Over 21m tons of basic goods unloaded in
Iranian ports in ayear

Organization (PMO) said 21,517,788 tons of basic
commodities were unloaded at the ports of the
country during the 12 months of the previous
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023 to March
19, 2024).

Wheat, barley, corn, soya, rice, sugar and
vegetable oil were of the main products
unloaded in the Iranian ports in this period, the
organization said.

In this period, more than 624,000 tons of

sugar and over 989,000 tons of vegetable oil
were unloaded at the Iranian ports, the PMO
noted, IRNA reported.

Earlier, the PMO said that loading and
unloading of goods in the containerized
operation sector registered a 10 percent growth
in the 12-month period compared to a year
before.

As reported, about 236,512,240 tons of goods
were loaded and unloaded at ports affiliated
with PMO in the previous Iranian calendar year,
showing a 10 percent hike compared to a year
earlier.

Totally, more than 80 million tons of oil- and
non-oil goods were unloaded at the Iranian ports
in the previous Iranian calendar year, IRIB news
agency reported.

The loading and unloading of goods in the
containerized operation sector registered a
five percent growth in the 12-month period
compared to a year before.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports
as the major gates of exports and imports play
a significant role in this battle. This role makes
all-out support to ports and more development
of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government to
define projects for more development of the
ports and also take some measures to encourage
investment making in ports, in addition to
facilitating the loading and unloading of goods,
especially basic commodities, there.

[t is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization has defined a high number
of projects to develop and improve the country’s
ports, as the country aims to double the capacity of
its ports in the course of five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of the
country’s ports has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended in
March 2074) to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended
in March 2021).

Sugar imports drop 36% amid rise in domestic yields

TEHRAN - Iran imported 47
percent less sugar during the first 11
months of the last Iranian calendar
year (beginning on March 21, 2023)
compared to the year before.

According to statistics, the
country imported some 666,000
tons of sugar products worth

$434,000,000 last year, showing
a 47 percent drop in terms of
weight and 36 percent in terms
of value compared to the same
period of the year before.

I[ran needs 2.2 million tons
of sugar every year, of which a
significant amount is supplied by

domestic producers and the rest
must be imported.

The amount of sugar imported
in the Iranian calendar year 1401
(March 21, 2022, to March 20,
2023) was about 1,262,000 tons
worth $683,000,000, and the
decrease in sugar imports in

the Iranian year 1402 (March 21,
2023, to March 20, 2024) was
due to the government’s support
for domestic production and
an increase in sugar beets and
sugarcane cultivation compared
to its previous years.

Part1
By Mahnaz Abdi

BEIJING-  China  International
Press Communication Center (CIPCC)
held a lecture titled “From PGC to
AIGC:  Technology-driven  Content
Production Evolution in Chinese Media
Sector and Its Social Influences” for
the journalists from all around the
world.

The lecture by Professor Di
Zhang reviewed the development
of professional generated content,
user generated content and artificial
intelligence content in the context
of technological developments and
social context in China. It also explored
the socio-political consequences of
new media in China.

Professor Di Zhang holds a
faculty position at the School of
Journalism and Communication at
Renmin University of China (RUC). He
earned his doctoral degree in mass
communicationfromtheS.I.Newhouse
School of Public Communications
at Syracuse University. His research
focuses on public relations, health
communication, and international
communication. Prior to his academic
career, he worked as a reporter for
the business desk of China Daily and
the English channel of China Central
Television.

At the beginning of his lecture,
Professor Di Zhang conducted a
brief overview of the Chinese media
landscape as follows:

- Traditional Media

- State-controlled outlets:
Historically, Chinese media has been

CIPCC holds lecture on Chinese media sector for world’s journalists

predominantly state-controlled,
with outlets like CCTV, People‘s Daily,
and Xinhua News Agency playing
significant roles in disseminating
information. Now, still important.

- Print media: Newspapers and
magazines have seen a decline in
readership with the advent of digital
media but continue to hold cultural
and political significance.

- Broadcast media: Radio and
television networks, both national
and regional, have been important for
news and entertainment, with some
popular shows and dramas gaining
international recognition.

- Digital Media

- Online news portals: Platforms
such as Sina, Tencent, and Sohuhave
gained prominence, offering a mix of
traditional news sources and user-
generated content.

- Social media platforms: WeChat,
Weibo, and Douyin(TikTok) have
become essential platforms for
communication, information sharing,
and content creation, transforming
the way people interact and consume
content.

- Video streaming platforms:
Platforms like iQiyi, Youku, and Tencent
Video offer a mix of professionally
generated content, user-generated
content, and licensed foreign content,
shaping the entertainment landscape
in China.

- The Evolving Media Landscape

- Commercialization: The media
landscape has evolved with an
increasing focus on profits and
advertising revenue, driving
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competition among platforms and
content creators.

- Technological  convergence:
Developments in technology, such as
artificial intelligence, big data, and
5G, have shaped the way content is
produced, distributed, and consumed
in China.

- Globalization: The growing
influence of Chinese media, both
through content exports and platform
expansions, has made China an
important player in the global media
industry.

- But not globalized as K-pops

Then the professor raised the issue
of the rise of PGC (content created by
professionals) in China and explained
about the PGC characteristics and
business models as follows.

- Content quality: PGC typically
involves high-quality, well-produced
content created by professionals or
organizations with expertise in their
respective fields.

- Monetization strategies: PGC
creators often rely on advertising,
subscriptions, or partnerships to

Brief overview )
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generate revenue from their content.

- Targeted audience: PGC caters
to specific target audiences, often
segmented by demographic, interests,
or content preferences, enabling more
effective monetization and audience
engagement.

- Platform dependence: PGC
creators often rely on digital
platforms for content distribution
and visibility, leading to a symbiotic
relationship between content creators
and platforms.

He named notable examples of PGC
in China as:

- iQiyi, Youku, and Tencent Video:
These video streaming platforms
offer a mix of licensed and original
PGC, including movies, television
shows, and variety programs, making
them major players in the Chinese
entertainment industry.

- Caixin and Caijing: These are two
examples of Chinese financial news
outlets that produce PGC, offering
in-depth reporting and analysis on
economic and financial topics.

Professor Di  Zhang further

explained about Social media
platforms and their role in promoting
UGC (user-generated content)

as follows.

- Democratization of content
creation: Social media platforms
have empowered users to create and
share their own content, breaking
down barriers between creators and
consumers.

- Virality and sharing: Social
media platforms facilitate the rapid
dissemination of UGC, enabling
content to go viral and reach a wide
audience.

- Platformfeatures: Many platforms
offer built-in content creation tools,
such as filters, effects, and editing
capabilities, making it easier for users
to produce engaging content.

- Community building: Social media
platforms foster communities of
like-minded individuals, providing
users with a sense of belonging and
encouraging the creation and sharing
of content.

He mentioned key drivers of UGC
growth in China as:

- Increasing internet penetration:
The  widespread adoption  of
smartphones and improved internet
access have enabled more people to
access and create content online.

- Cultural shifts: Changing societal
values and a growing emphasis on
self-expression have encouraged
users to share their thoughts,
experiences, and creative pursuits.

- Monetization opportunities: The
potential to earn income from UGC,
through  advertising,  sponsored

content, or platform rewards, has
attracted many aspiring content
creators.

- Government support: The Chinese
government has promoted the
development of the digital economy
and encouraged domestic innovation,
indirectly supporting the growth of
UGC platforms.

In the other parts of his lecture,
Professor Di Zhang expounded upon
other issues such as how Chinese
society shaped China’s social media,
and how new media influence society,
which will come in the Part 2 of this
report.

[t should be noted that China
International Press Communication
Center (CIPCC) hosted this lecture
for a number of foreign journalists in
Beijing on Sunday morning.

CIPCC, under the China Public
Diplomacy Association (CPDA), has
initiated a program to build a platform
for the media from countries around
the world, especially developing
countries, to observe China and study
development in this country.

The program aimed at media
exchange was halted in 2020 and 2021
due to the Covid-19 epidemic.

In each edition of the program,
journalists from all around the world
gather together to get familiar with
the modern China and exchange their
experiences in the field of journalism.

In 2024 edition of the program,
scheduled to be held from late
February until late June, over 100
journalists from more than 90
countries are participating.



Israel rocked by largest protests since
launching Gaza onslaught

Violence flares in Israel, gaps widen a

From page 1» Organizers said the
protest in Tel Aviv had drawn 100,000
people, where police forcibly dispersed
the crowd.

Confrontations took place be-
tween Israeli forces and protesters
in the capital.

Several anti-Netanyahu protest-
ers were injured after a car rammed
into the crowd. Inthe wake of an en-
suing hit-and-run incident, several
protesters were also arrested.

“Police, police who exactly are you
guarding?”, and “Ben-Gvir is a ter-
rorist”, protesters chanted, referring
to Israel’'s minister of national secu-
rity, according to Israeli media.

Chanting slogans and holding
banners, the demonstrators also de-
manded a captive deal, Netanyahu's
resignation, and early elections.

“You've failed,” one poster read.
“Impeachment now,” read another.

Call for ceasefire

The rallies came after the Israeli
army recovered the body of a 47-year-
old captive. Elad Katzir appeared alive
in a video released in January.

Katzir's sister blamed Israeli offi-
cials for her brother’s death, saying
he would have returned alive had they
agreed a new truce deal [with Hamas].

“Our leadership is cowardly and
driven by political consideration,
which is why this deal has not hap-
pened yet,” Carmit Palty Katzir said.

She added, “Prime Minister, war
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cabinet, and coalition members:
Look at yourself in the mirror and say
if your hands didn't spill blood”

He was among 253 Israelis and
foreigners who were taken captive
when Hamas carried out a military
operation in southern Israel on Oc-
tober 7 during which more than 1,100
were killed.

Hamas released over 100 captives
following a weeklong truce in late
November.

Israel says 129 captives are still
being held in Gaza, including 34 who
are presumed dead. The Israeli army
has also recovered 12 bodies includ-
ing that of Elad Katzir.

Some of the captives lost their
lives during lIsraeli strikes on the
Gaza Strip.

The strikes, which began following
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Hamas’s military operation, have left
more than 33,000 Palestinians in
Gaza dead. This includes more than
14,000 children and about 9,220
women. Netanyahu launched the
Gaza war with the stated goals of
bringing back captives and destroy-
ing Hamas. He has vowed to con-
tinue the war until total victory over
Hamas, a dream which has so far re-
mained elusive.

Families of the captives were
among those who took part at the
weekend’s rallies which were the
largest since Israel declared war on
Gaza on October 7.

They urged the Netanyahu cabinet
to focus on captive retrieval than any
military or security objectives.

One of the female captives who was
freed in November demanded that
Israeli authorities “take responsibili-

mong regime officials

ty” and put more effort into releasing
other captives who are held in Gaza.

Political gaps

The weekend rallies also threw a
spotlight on widening political gaps
among Israeli officials.

Former Israeli prime minister and

current opposition leader Yair Lapid
was among protesters in Jerusalem.

Speaking to crowds, he accused
the Netanyahu government of in-
citing the hit-and-run incident in Tel
Aviv and ignoring the existence of
the families of captives.

“We will not be deterred and will not
be made to stop protesting until the
hostages are retumned and this terri-
ble government falls,” Lapid said.

A protest movement said just
before the incident Transportation
Minister Miri Regev had accused the
protesters of wanting to murder Ne-
tanyahu, which drew a reaction from
war cabinet member Benny Gantz.

“Comparing the protesters to our
enemies and accusing them of want-
ing to assassinate the prime minis-
ter shows a lack of national respon-
sibility,” Gantz said.

Protests like the ones that took
place at the weekend have become
a regular occurrence in Tel Aviv and
other parts of Israel over the past six
months. But rising violence and wid-
ening gaps among lIsraeli officials
indicate that the regime’s warmon-
gering policy in Gaza has miserably
failed.

UK arms “to Israel” break international law

London warned over Gaza genocide complicity

From page 1» Rafah is the last place of refuge
for two-thirds of the Gaza population, despite be-
ing attacked by the Israeli military on an almost
daily basis now.

The signatories have warned the government
of its obligations under international law, which
require it to take, amongst others, five immediate
measures.

These include imposing sanctions on Israeli in-
dividuals, including government ministers and Is-
raeli entities who have made statements inciting
genocide against Palestinians.

“Imposing financial and/or immigration sanc-
tions upon individuals who have incited the com-
mission of genocide the UK would deter further
such incitement and thus be acting to prevent
genocide in accordance with its obligations under
the Genocide Convention,” the letter notes.

While legal experts welcomed UK sanctions
against some Israeli settlers, they have called on
the government to apply sanctions against senior
members of the Israeli government and military
responsible for the incitement of genocide in
Gaza.

Another main demand is to suspend the pro-
vision of weapons and weapons systems to the
Israeli government.

“The suspension of their provision is ameans like-
ly to deter and/or a measure to prevent genocide”

The provision of military assistance and mate-
rial to Israel may render the UK complicit in geno-
cide as well as serious breaches of international
humanitarian law, the legal experts warned.

A state is complicit in the commission of geno-
cide if “its organs were aware that genocide was
about to be committed or was under way.”

On 23 February 2024, more than three dozen
UN experts called for the immediate cessation of
weapons exports to the Israeli regime, including
export licenses and military aid.

“Such transfers are prohibited even if the export-
ing state does not intend the arms to be used in vi-
olation of the law - or does not know with certainty
that they would be used in such a way - as long as
there is a clearrisk,” the UN experts wamed.

The UK legal warning to the British government
emphasizes that “this necessitates halting arms
exports in the present circumstances.”

“Continued arms exports to Israel moreover
give rise to concerns regarding the United King-
dom’s compliance with its obligation under The
Arms Trade Treaty.”

Other measures include the need to urgently
work actively and effectively with all the means
available to the government for an immediate and
permanent ceasefire.

To take all available measures to ensure safe
access to and delivery of the essentials of exis-
tence and medical assistance to Palestinians in
Gaza, including confirmation that UK funding to
UNRWA will continue with immediate effect.

Western states suspended funds to the main UN
agency in Gaza after the Israeli regime claimed 12 of
the 13,000 UNRWA members were involved in Oper-
ation al-Agsa Storm without providing any evidence.

Reports have since surfaced that the 12 UN aid
agency staff were tortured by the Israeli military
to obtain a confession.

The senior British attorneys also called for the
suspension of the “2030 Road Map for UK-Israeli
bilateral relations, any efforts to enhance trade
agreements and to initiate a review into the sus-
pension of the UK’s bilateral trade agreement
with “Israel and consider the imposition of sanc-
tions”.

The 27-page letter documents an abundance of
evidence indicating the UK has breached interna-
tional law and international humanitarian law amid
the absence of any action by Britain (a staunch Is-
raeli supporter) to prevent genocide in Gaza.

Among the warnings of British complicity in
genocide is that ICJ provisional orders are binding
on all state parties to the proceedings.

On 16 February 2024 the ICJ highlighted the
most recent developments in the Gaza Strip, and
in Rafah in particular, “would exponentially in-
crease what is already a humanitarian nightmare
with untold regional consequences”.

On 28 March 2024, the ICJ issued a further or-
der. It noted that “the catastrophic humanitarian
situation in the Gaza Strip which existed when it
issued its Order of 26 January 2024 has deteri-
orated even further” with “unprecedented levels
of food insecurity experienced by Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip over recent weeks, as well as the
increasing risk of epidemics.

Since the ICJ’s provisional order, an average of
108 Palestinians have been killed and another 178
injured each day in Gaza.

70 to 75 percent of recorded deaths have con-
sistently been women and children.

The letter warns the UK must take immedi-
ate measures to bring to an end through lawful
means actions that increase a serious risk of
genocide.

“Failure to comply with its own obligations un-
der the Genocide Convention to take all measures
to prevent genocide which were within its power
would incur UK state responsibility for the com-
mission of an international wrong, for which full
reparation must be made,” the legal experts warn.

Theauthors of the letter also note the risk of fam-
ine and deliberate use of starvation as a weapon of
war, another war crime, as well as torture and inhu-
man or degrading treatment against Palestinians.

The destruction of Gaza’s health facilities and
Israeli government ministers making genocidal
statements are among the other facts mentioned
that demonstrate a rising pattern of Israeli geno-
cidal intent in Gaza.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

Hezbollah fires 40 rockets at Israeli outposts in
occupied Golan Heights

Lebanon’s Hezbollah resistance movement says
it has launched dozens of

rockets at Israeli military positions in response to
strikes on eastern Lebanese districts and in support
of Palestinians amid a genocidal war on Gaza.

The Arabic-language al-Mayadeen television
news channel, citing local sources speaking on
condition of anonymity, said about 40 rockets
were launched from Lebanon towards Israeli
outposts in the occupied Golan Heights and the
Galilee panhandle, which lies in the northernmost
section of the Upper Galilee, on Sunday.

Hezbollah later announced in a separate state-
ment that it fired tens of Katyusharockets at
aerial warfare and missile defense centers inside
Israeli Kila and Yoav barracks, Press TV reported.

The resistance group stated that the strikes
were in retaliation for Israeli offensives against

districts in the Begaa region, situated about 30
kilometers (19 miles) east of the Lebanese capital
city of Beirut.

Earlier, the Israeli military said its warplanes
had struck Hezbollah sites in eastern Lebanon in
retaliation for one of its drones being shot down.

Asource close to Hezbollah told AFP news agency
in eastern Lebanon’s Baalbek region that the strikes
targeted Janta and Sifri in the Begaa Valley.

The Israeli military said on its Telegram channel
that “fighter jets struck a military complex and three
other terrorist infrastructure sites belonging to
Hezbollah's air defense network” in the region.

It said the strikes were “in retaliation for the
attack” in which an Israeli army “drone was shot
down” by a surface-to-air missile on Saturday.

An unnamed source from Lebanon’s civil de-
fense said there were no casualties.

The Israeli regime has repeatedly attacked
southern Lebanon since October 7 when it
launched a genocidal war on Gaza that has killed
more than 33,000 Palestinians, most of them
women and children.

In retaliation, Hezbollah has launched near-dai-
ly rocket attacks on Israeli positions.

At least 349 people have been killed on the Leb-
anese border, including 68 civilians.

Israel says at least ten soldiers and eight set-
tlers have been killed in the area.

The fighting has forced the evacuation of tens of
thousands from the northern part of the occupied
territories, amid rocket fire and shelling carried
out by Hezbollah and allied Palestinian groups.

Hezbollah has already fought off two Israeli wars
against Lebanon in 2000 and 2006. The resistance
forced the regime to retreat in both conflicts.

| INTERNATIONAL

Israel reduces troops
in southern Gaza

The Israeli military has withdrawn all ground
troops from the southern Gaza Strip except for
one brigade, a military spokesperson has said,
according to Reuters.

An Israeli brigade is typically made up of a few
thousand troops.

The military did not immediately provide fur-
ther details, and it was unclear whether the with-
drawal would delay a long-threatened incursion
into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, the last
refuge for more than a million Palestinians shel-
tering in the territory near the border with Egypt.

UNRWA: Israel’s
war on Gaza means
‘never-ending
displacement’

The UN Palestinian refugee agency, which is
the main UN agency in Gaza, said that six months
of Israel’s war in Gaza meant “6 months of nev-
er-ending displacement” for the Palestinians in
the territory.

UNRWA said on X that “around 1.7 million peo-
ple have been forced to flee their homes” with it
providing shelter for thousands of families with
nowhere else to go.

Famine is “projected and imminent” in the
northern half of Gaza, a UN-backed report said
last month, and according to Oxfam, since De-
cember, the number of people in the Palestinian
territory facing “catastrophic levels” of hunger
has nearly doubled.

The vast majority of the population has been
displaced by Israel’'s war and much of the health-
care infrastructure in the besieged enclave de-
stroyed.

Incoming Irish PM:
Israel Gaza actions
reprehensible

Simon Harris, who is set to become Ireland’s
youngest ever prime minister, has denounced Is-
rael’s war conducts in the Gaza Strip.

“What we've seen happen in Gaza and the ac-
tions of the Israeli government, is utterly repre-
hensible. It's appalling and it’s grotesque,” he told
Sky News.

He added, “And we are seeing children being
maimed and killed - innocent children. It is dis-
gusting. It is despicable. And it must stop.”

Harris said Ireland “will always speak truth to
power” and calls for “an immediate ceasefire”.

“The attack on aid workers was particularly, in
my view, callous and chilling, and we will continue
to call that out. We also, as a country, stand ready
to play our part in a political process that brings
about a two-state solution,” he noted.

ICJ to hold hearings
over Germany
“genocide” casein
Gaza

Preliminary hearings open on Monday at the
UN’s top court in a case that seeks an end to
German military and other aid to Israel, based on
claims that Berlin is “facilitating” acts of geno-
cide and breaches of international law in Israel’s
war in Gaza.

Nicaragua has asked the court to hand down
preliminary orders known as provisional mea-
sures, including that Germany “immediately
suspend its aid to Israel, in particular its military
assistance including military equipment in so
far as this aid may be used in the violation of the
Genocide Convention” and international law, the
Guardian reported.

“We are calm and we will set out our legal po-
sition in court,” German foreign ministry spokes-
person Sebastian Fischer said ahead of the hear-
ings.

“We reject Nicaragua’s accusations,” Fischer
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told reporters in Berlin on Friday.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) will
probably take weeks to deliver its preliminary
decision and Nicaragua’s case will probably drag
on for years.

In January, the ICJ imposed provisional mea-
sures ordering Israel to do all it can to prevent
death, destruction and acts of genocide in Gaza.
The orders came in a case filed by South Africa
accusing Israel of breaching the Genocide Con-
vention.

604 Israeli soldiers
killed since Oct. 7

A total of 604 Israeli soldiers have been killed
since October 7, that's according to the Israeli
army.

The army made the announcement as it pub-
lished new data related to its onslaught in Gaza.

it added that the total death toll includes 260
troops who were killed during the ground offen-
sive in Gaza that began late October.

Minister: Israel
deliberately targets
Palestinian women
and children

Minister of Women'’s Affairs, Mona Al-Khali-
li, said that the Israeli forces deliberately target
women and children in Gaza and the West Bank.

Al-Khalili added in a press statement on Sun-
day that Palestinian women in the Gaza Strip are
suffering from the most dangerous and harsh
conditions in decades, as a result of deteriorat-
ing health and living conditions, displacement,
and lack of shelter, in addition to the lack of food
and water.

Al-Khalil indicated that there are approxi-
mately 15,000 pregnant women currently in the
Gaza Strip, 95% of whom do not eat sufficient
amounts of food, which increases health risks to
the mother and fetus.

Rwanda genocide
anniversary marked

The killing spree, which lasted 100 days before
the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) rebel mili-
tia took Kigali in July 1994, claimed the lives of
800,000 people, largely Tutsis but also moder-
ate Hutus.

The tiny nation has since found its footing un-
der the rule of President Paul Kagame, who led
the RPF, but the scars of the violence remain,
leaving a trail of destruction across Africa’s Great
Lakes region.

In keeping with tradition, the ceremonies on
April 7 -- the day Hutu militias unleashed the
carnage in 1994 -- began with Kagame lighting
aremembrance flame at the Kigali Genocide Me-
morial, where more than 250,000 victims are be-
lieved to be buried.

Sunday’s events mark the start of a week of
national mourning, with Rwanda effectively
coming to a standstill and national flags flown at
half-mast.

Mexico severs
diplomatic ties with
Ecuador

Mexico’s government severed diplomatic ties
with Ecuador after police broke into the Mexican
embassy to arrest a former Ecuadorian vice pres-
ident, an extraordinary use of force that shocked
and mystified regional leaders and diplomats.

Ecuadorian police late Friday broke through
the external doors of the embassy in the capital,
Quito, to arrest Jorge Glas, who had been resid-
ing there since December. Glas sought political
asylum at the embassy after being indicted on
corruption charges.

The raid prompted Mexico’s President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador to announce the breaking
off of diplomatic relations with Ecuador.
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Hamedan’s attractions draw

in 900,000 visitors

TEHRAN - Dating historical roots back to
the time of Medes, Hamedan'’s attractions have
received approximately 900,000 visits from
domestic travelers along with hundreds of
inbound tourists throughout the Nowruz holi-
days.

Providing a comprehensive overview of the
number of visits to the province’s places of in-
terest, Hamedan’s director-general of tourism
outlined that from March 16 to April 5, more
than 909,000 tourists explored the province’s
allure.

Mohsen Masoum-Alizadeh further elaborat-
ed on the accommodation statistics of tourists,
stating that throughout the spring holidays,
97,000 overnight stays were recorded across
the province

As the countdown has started to welcome
Eid al-Fitr holidays only a week after Nowroz
vacations, he outlined that the travel services
across the province have been extended till the
end of the upcoming holidays with an eye to-
ward hosting holidaymakers in the best possi-
ble way.

“We are expecting the upsurge in the level
of arrivals to the province in the course of the
Eid al-Fitr holidays,” Masoum-Alizadeh noted,
“Build on the recent Nowruz statistics.”

Pointing to the accessible location of Hamed-
an which is considered close to Iran’s capital,
the official expressed optimism towards wel-
coming the tourists more than ever.

Detailing the preparedness level in terms of
catering to travelers deservedly, Masoum-Al-
izadeh pointed to the coordinating efforts tak-
en by different organizations.

Regarding the inspections, the Director-Gen-
eral mentioned that hundreds of monitoring
visits to tourism facilities were conducted to
ensure holidaymakers were being catered to in
the spring holidays.

Believed to be among the oldest Iranian cit-
ies, Hamedan dating its historical roots back
to the 700 BC, brings to light how precious is
the city to every tourist who wants to immerse
themselves in the rich atmosphere of the area.

As the first capital of Iran from 2550 to 2700
years ago, the ancient city of Hamedan was
founded by the first king of the Medes and was
called Hegmataneh which means “place of ag-
gregation” in ancient language.

It was also the summer capital of the Achae-
menid and Parthian kings. Artifacts from the
archaeological site of Hegmataneh as well as
the inscriptions in Ganjnameh date back to this
time.

Over time, the name of Hegmataneh was
changed in the Sassanid era converted to Ah-
matan /Ahmadan, and eventually to Hamadan.

The migration of Aryan Tribes 3500 years
ago to the current location of Hamedan and
the west of Iran gradually led to the formation
of an inclusive government with the center of
Hegmataneh.

The excavated parts of Hegmataneh reveal
the architectural and urban situation of the
area as well as its connection with other com-
munities and its trade status. The remains of
the city show the existence of a modern soci-
ety. It also brings into view how mankind could
co-exist with nature over time.

Manchester’s ‘tourist tax’ raises

£2.8m after first year

About £2.8m has been raised from visitors
to Manchester a year after the city became the
first in the UK to launch a “tourist tax”

The City Visitor Charge, a £1 per room, per
night fee, was introduced in April 2023 to pay
for measures aimed at attracting more visitors.

Funds have so far been spent on street clean-
ing and marketing campaigns, spokesman Ku-
mar Mishra said.

He said the charge had made a positive im-
pact on the accommodation sector.

The Manchester Accommodation BID, a body
representing 74 hotels and serviced apart-
ments providers in the city, was set up in 2023
to administer funds raised from the charge.

It was formed as part of a push to keep oc-
cupancy rates high as more tourist hotels and
apartments are built in Manchester - amid
fears visitor numbers were not keeping pace
with the new developments.

Bed spaces

Data released by the group showed there
were about 12,900 bed spaces in the city centre

in 2023, up from 10,500 in 2019.

Average occupancy had fallen slightly in that
time from 81% in 2019, to 78% last year.

It is predicted close to 6,000 new rooms will
become available in the city in the coming year.

Mr Mishra, who is the chairman of Manches-
ter Accommodation BID, said cash raised from
the charge had funded a campaign to boost
stays during “traditionally lower occupancy
months”.

New music events and business conferences
have also been supported to fill bed spaces,
alongside backing for events like the Manches-
ter Flower Festival, Manchester Pride and Chi-
nese New Year.

Training has been offered to security staff,
and funds have also gone on extra street clean-
ing around the city centre.

Mr Mishra said “big plans” were emerging in
the next year to make the city even more at-
tractive to visitors.

(Source: BBC)

Iran in frames

spectators to admire her golden aura.

Every day as dusk settles over the ancient city of Isfahan, Pol-e Khaju invites

The gigantic arch bridge was built upon the order of Shah Abbas Il in about 1650. It
also doubles as a dam with locks in the lower terraced arcade regulating water flow.

Tehran attractions welcomed by
3 million visitors

TEHRAN - Ahmad Alavi, head of
the Cultural Heritage Committee
of Tehran City Council, has an-
nounced that over three million
people visited Tehran’s tourist
attractions during the Nowruz
holidays.

On Sunday, Alavi expressed his
gratitude to all colleagues in the
tourism and cultural sectors of
the Tehran Municipality during
today’s session of the Tehran City
Council.

He stated, “This year, we had
excellent cultural and tourism
programs throughout the city,
which were further amplified by
the coinciding of Ramadan and
Nowruz holidays, creating special
conditions”

Alavi highlighted, “Estimates
indicate that approximately three
million individuals visited tourist
sites and participated in munici-
pal programs during the Nowruz
holidays, with a significant portion
of them visiting Abbasabad attrac-
tions, Milad Tower, and house mu-
seums.

According to Alireza Zakani, the
Mayor of Tehran, during the Nowruz
holidays, 19 different tourist routes
were designated across Tehran for

People visit the UNESCO-registered Golestan Palace in down-

town Tehran.

Nowruz tourists and fasting individ-
uals.

Tehran, the bustling capital of the
Islamic Republic, beckons travelers
with its vibrant culture, rich history,
and eclectic array of attractions.

From ancient palaces to modemn
skyscrapers, Tehran offers capti-
vating experiences that showcase
the essence of Iranian heritage and
hospitality.

At the heart of Tehran lies the UN-
ESCO-listed Golestan Palace, a mas-
terpiece of Persian architecture.

Adorned with intricately dec-
orated halls, lush gardens, and
shimmering ponds, it serves as a
window into Iran’s royal past, trans-
porting visitors to a bygone era of
opulence and grandeur.

Forthose seeking panoramic views
of the cityscape, Milad Tower stands
tall as a symbol of Tehran's modemi-
ty and progress. Rising 435 meters
above the skyline, this iconic tower of-
fers visitors a breathtaking perspec-
tive of Tehran's sprawling metropolis,
with observation decks providing un-

interrupted vistas of the surrounding
mountains and urban landscape.

Delving deeper into Tehran’s
cultural heritage, the National
Museum of Iran invites visitors
on a journey through millennia of
history and civilization. From an-
cient artifacts to Islamic art and
contemporary exhibitions, the
museum’s extensive collections
offer a comprehensive glimpse
into Iran’s rich cultural tapestry,
spanning from prehistoric times
to the present day.

Tehran’s vibrant bazaars, such
as the Grand Bazaar and Tajrish
Bazaar, are veritable treasure
troves of local craftsmanship, cu-
linary delights, and vibrant street
life.

Beyond its architectural mar-
vels and cultural landmarks, Teh-
ran boasts a thriving arts scene,
with galleries, theaters, and per-
formance venues showcasing the
creativity and talent of Iranian
artists.

From contemporary art exhi-
bitions to traditional music con-
certs, Tehran offers a dynamic
cultural landscape that captivates
and inspires visitors from around
the world.

Kish island to launch tourism consortium

TEHRAN - In a bid to bolster sustainable
tourism, the CEO of the Kish Free Zone
Organization has announced the formation
of a special consortium dedicated to travel
affairs.

Rahim Sarhangi, during the third session of
the Summer Travel Headquarters with CEOs
and heads of industries in Kish, stated, “This
consortium will efficiently utilize the capacities
of the private sector and the Kish Free Zone
Organization, expediting and facilitating the
growth of tourism.’

Emphasizing the necessity of sustainable
tourism development in the region, the
official declared that the Sustainable Tourism
Development Consortium will be formed with
the participation and supervision of the Kish
Free Zone Organization and the involvement of
all Kish communities and industries.

Sarhangi identified developing the necessary
infrastructure fortourism growth and facilitating
the attraction of domestic and international
tourists as key objectives of this consortium.

“Strategic and creative plans will be
implemented to sustainably boost tourism
in this region,” the CEO of the Kish Free Zone
Organization noted, “especially during the low
season of summer”’

The official also highlighted the need for
reforming and upgrading service delivery on

the island, mentioning the efforts to define
a tourism platform based on public opinion
surveys.

Pointing to the summer low season in Kish
tourism as an opportunity, Sarhangi outlined
the lucky chance to focus on renovating and
equipping tourist facilities, training staff, and
improving services to tourists.

He mentioned organizing attractive cultural,
religious, and sports events focusing on water
sports, food, and traditions festivals, provincial
cultural weeks, and holding conferences and
specialized exhibitions as the main components
of boosting tourism in Kish.

Highlighting the potential of the events,
the CEO called for content creation and
highlighting Kish’'s attractions for domestic
and international target markets through
national media, family entertainment
platforms, and virtual spaces.

Sarhangi referred to providing infrastructure
and executing innovative programs as the
prerequisite for the comprehensive and balanced
development of Kish tourism.

“All sectors need to grow together to meet
the needs of tourists and create interest for
repeatvisits toKish,” the CEQ stated, “alongside
implementing tourism development plans.

In his concluding remarks, Sarhangi an-
nounced the formation of a negotiation task

force with airlines and the national civil avia-
tion agency, saying “Considering Kish's geo-
graphical location, we are pursuing relevant
issues by negotiating with airlines, the Ministry
of Roads and Urban Development, the national
aviation organization, and all influential parties
in improving flight conditions””

Amongst the Persian Gulf islands, Kish is the
most luxurious and developed one.

Except for its unique nature, such as waters
and shallow beaches, the tourist attractions
of this charming island are due to its rich
historical background as well as its kind and
hospitable people.

The pristine and beautiful nature, the
meeting of land and sea, clear sky, pleasant air,
and pleasurable reverberation of the waves
create such a sense of calm that one cannot
even distinguish between imagination and
reality.

Iran to hold special tourism workshops in 20 provinces

TEHRAN - In a bid to enhance the quality of
services provided to tourists, Iran’s tourism
ministry is set to organize a series of training
workshops soon.

On Sunday, Abutaleb Qasemi, who presides
over the ministry’s office for tourism studies,
planning, and education, announced a plan to
conduct five empowerment workshops from
April 8 to 19 across 20 provinces of the coun-
try.

Qasemi stated, “Given the necessity of
strengthening the skills and training of hu-
man resources in the tourism sector, organiz-
ing empowerment training courses has been
prioritized as a key project.”

He emphasized the interdisciplinary nature
of the tourism industry, stressing the impor-
tance of equipping individuals involved in de-
cision-making, management, local and politi-
cal communities, public sectors, and tourism
facilities with the necessary knowledge and
skills.

The workshops are intended to cover topics
such as insurance and tax regulations, quality
management of tourism facilities, energy effi-
ciency in tourism establishments, facilitation
and small tourism businesses, and retraining
tour guides.

Qasemi further added that the courses will
be organized according to the priorities and
needs of the tourism community, with specific
focus areas identified for each province.

Priority will be given to training sessions on
insurance and tax regulations for managers of
tourism establishments, restaurants, and ac-
commodation units, as well as energy efficiency
workshops for accommodation units, targeting
managers and experts from relevant government
agencies such as the Department of Environment,

local govemnorates, local communities, and tribal
affairs.

Moreover, Qasemi highlighted the participation
of local tourism guides in an eight-hour refresher
course, aimed at familiarizing them with defined
topics.

The official noted that the workshops will be
conducted through licensed educational insti-
tutions in collaboration with provincial au-
thorities, utilizing the expertise of university
professors and instructors in suitable training
environments such as hotels and eco-lodges.

Last year, the Iranian government abolished
visa requirements for passport holders from 32
countries and waived visas for tourist groups
from Russia. The visa-waiver program was ap-
proved for India, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Indonesia, Brunei,
Japan, Singapore, Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Brazil, Peru, Cuba, Mexico, Bolivia, Venezuela,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Croatia, Belar-
us, Lebanon, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Tunisia, Mauritania, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Mauri-
tius, and Seychelles.

In addition, the Islamic Republic had already
simplified

bilateral, and group visa cancelations, includ-
ing airport visas, which were implemented in
some cases.

The latest data provided by the tourism
ministry suggests the number of foreign ar-
rivals in the country reached 4.4 million during
the first eight months of the current Iranian
year (started on March 21), which shows 48.5
percent compared to that of last year.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a bo-
nanza from its numerous tourist spots such
as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridges,
bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums, church-
es, towers, and mansions, of which 27 are in-
scribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list.
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Migratory flamingoes land in North
Khorasan reservoirs

TEHRAN -On their way to cold
regions, flamingos have been spot-
ted atreservoirsin North Khorasan,
an official with the Department of
Environment (DOE) has said.

The birds have started their jour-
ney flying from the southern tropi-
cal regions of the country to Siberia
in the north of Russia.

They have landed on the lake
and dams in the northeast of the
country to feed themselves. The
flamingoes are expected to depart
from the area in the next 20 days,
IRNA quoted Mohammad Taqdisi as
saying.

Flamingoes in Barzo Dam, Golil
Dam, and Atrak River migrate to
Siberia as the weather gets warm.

Migratory Flamingos have ar-
rived in Shirvan, a city in North
Khorasan Province. They are ex-
pected to be seen in Golil Lake in
the next ten days; the lake is frozen
now.

Last year, which ended on March
19, eight species of birds and wa-
terside birds involving 550 birds
were recorded in Barzo Dam. The
majority of the birds were mallards,
common teal, and grey herons.

Thanks to favorable living con-
ditions, a number of mallards have
not left the dam and are expected
to lay eggs in April.

Flamingos are a type of wading
bird in the family Phoenicopteridae.
They have long legs, long slender
necks, white and pink feathers, and
wings.

This graceful bird walks slowly
and feeds by dipping its head and
beak into shallow water. They can
be 90 to 159 centimeters tall. Fla-
mingoes mostly consume snails
and aquatic plants.

They are very social birds; they
live in colonies whose population
can number in the thousands.

These large colonies are be-
lieved to serve three purposes for
the flamingos: avoiding predators,
maximizing food intake, and us-
ing scarcely suitable nesting sites
more efficiently. Before breeding,
flamingo colonies split into breed-
ing groups of about 15 to 50 birds.

Iran hosts over 5% of world’s
wintering birds

Iran hosts more than five per-
cent of the world’s migratory birds
in 450 sites in winter, the Depart-
ment of Environment’s director for
natural environment and biodiver-
sity has said.

Encompassing numerous wet-
lands, reservoirs, and diverse wa-
ter bodies, Iran welcomes millions
of migratory birds every year. It is
a wintering home for more than 1.8
million birds of 166 species, IRNA
quoted Hassan Akbari as saying.

The census on water birds is
conducted in more than 100 coun-
tries of the world with the partic-
ipation of about 15,000 profes-
sional and volunteer birdwatchers,
he said, adding, “Every year some
30 to 40 million birds are counted
all over the world and the related

= e -
statistics are recorded in the Inter-
national Waterfowl Census (IWC)
database”

The IWC s the oldest, most com-
prehensive, and longest-running
biodiversity monitoring program in
the world.

The number of birds is counted
in wetlands and areas where win-
tering water birds gather. The col-
lected data and related analyses
have significant scientific value in
protecting wetlands, beaches, and
biodiversity, he added.

Iran joined the international
census of wintering water birds as
the first West Asian country at the
same time as European countries
in 1976.

In the early years, the counting of
water birds was limited to the spe-
cies that could be hunted including
swans, geese, ducks, and common
terns. Since 1987, other aquatic
birds have been added to the list.

Pointing out that in the past 6
decades, the counting of winter-
ing water birds in Iran has been a
priority of the Department of En-
vironment, he added, “Thanks to
favorable geographical conditions,
climatic diversity, wetlands, and
aquatic habitats, including the Cas-
pian Sea in the north, the Persian

Gulf and the Oman Sea in the south,
Iran hosts millions of migratory
and wintering water birds yearly.”

Iran is considered the most im-
portant country providing valuable
wintering habitats for birds on
their migration route from Siberia
to the Nile. Over 10 million migrant
birds are estimated to take this
route.

The annual census for migratory
birds in Iran begins in the middle
of the Iranian calendar month of
Dey (December 22-January 20) and
ends in the middle of the month of
Bahman (January 21-February 19)
in more than 450 sites in 30 prov-
inces with the help of headquarters,
provincial experts and professional
birdwatchers of non-governmen-
tal organizations.

The results of the Iranian water
bird population census showed
that in the last five decades, more
than 77 million water birds of 166
different species were observed
and recorded in more than 970
census sites. In the last three de-
cades, over 8.1 million birds were
counted on average, which is about
five percent of the world migratory
bird’s population and more than
16 percent of the population of
the migrant birds taking the route
from Siberia to the Nile.

The statistical analysis of the
changes in the total number of
water birds has indicated a stable
trend and a slight increase in the
population of wintering birds in the
last 35 years. About half of Iran’s
waterfowl population is counted
in the shores and coastal wetlands
of the Caspian Sea, and the rest is
more or less equal in the inland wa-
ter areas and southern provinces.

Some 50,000 out-of-school students start education

TEHRAN - As of the current academic year
that started on September 23, 2023, the Min-
istry of Education has managed to enroll about
50,000 out-of-school students.

In the current academic year, despite some
achievements in identifying students who have
dropped out of school, the main challenge is
still encouraging them to return to school, IRNA
quoted Hamid Tarifi-Hosseini, an official with
the Ministry of Education, as saying.

The ministry has assigned some staff to fol-
low up on returning approximately 80,000 out-
of-school students, he added.

There are over 20 factors leading to dropping
out of school, so not all those who have not en-
rolled in a school year can be classified as out-
of-schools, as about 5,000 of them found out to
have passed away, he further noted.

Existing vaccines are effective

The official went on to say that reforming
the primary education administration system,
boosting educational equity and opportunities,
improving educational quality, and empower-
ing school systems are the key objectives of the
Ministry of Education.

Identified out-of-school children

On March 9, Education Minister Reza-Morad
Sahraee said more than 200,000 out-of-school
children have been identified in the current ac-
ademic year, and measures are being taken to
help them continue their education.

The number of out-of-school children identi-
fied in the country reached 900,000 by the end
of the last [academic] year, IRNA reported.

School dropouts have always been one of the
challenges in the education system of many
countries. Each country follows a specific strat-
egy to deal with the problem.

According to Article 30 of the Constitution,
the government must provide all citizens with
free education up to secondary school and must
expand free higher education to the extent re-
quired by the country for attaining self-suffi-
ciency.

ENGLISH IN USE

against mutated coronavirus

The COVID-19 vaccines, which have been so far produced in the

world are also effective on the mutated virus, so people who receive
the vaccines will be protected against the new virus strain, Massoud
Mardani, a member of the National Headquarters for Coronavirus

Control, has said.

What raised concerns about the newly-produced vaccine was the
ineffectiveness against the mutated virus, which fortunately studies
show, the mutation of the virus and the chromosomal alteration are
not enough to change its general nature, he explained. According to
Mardani, it is possible to detect the new coronavirus in Iran.

Therefore, students should be prevented
from dropping out of school and careful plan-
ning is needed to bring them back to school.
Out-of-school children should be organized.

The Ministry of
Education will follow
up on returning
approximately
80,000 out-of-school
students.

In this regard, the Ministry of Education is try-
ing to implement the law of free education for
all citizens by building and developing state-run
schools, recruiting as many teachers as possible
to educate students in all parts of the country,
and finally developing a positive culture to max-
imize the attendance of students in classrooms.

Despite the efforts, there are still some chil-
dren who are missing out on education in all
parts of the country, including Tehran.
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Straight Truth

Health is a universal human right

By Maryam Tavassoli

From page 1 » He went on to say that the
family health program and referral system in
Iran is one of the most advanced health pro-
grams in the world. It aims to enhance ev-
eryone’s access to health services, promote
well-being, and achieve significant welfare
objectives.

Launched last year, the program seeks to
foster a healthy, vibrant society through na-
tional and collective efforts at all levels of so-
ciety.

The upcoming National Health Week, sched-
uled from April 20 -26, will set health prior-
ities for the next year in alignment with the
national plans and priorities.

Under the theme of ‘Popularization of fam-
ily health’, the week will stress the right and
responsibility of all individuals to universal
health coverage clarifying key concepts and
collective duties in achieving this goal.

World Health Day 2024

Around the world, the right to health of mil-
lions is increasingly coming under threat.

Diseases and disasters loom large as causes
of death and disability.

Conflicts are devastating lives, causing
death, pain, hunger and psychological distress.

Access to clean water,
soil, air, and food is
a fundamental right
and responsibility.

The burning of fossil fuels is simultaneously
driving the climate crisis and taking away our
right to breathe clean air, with indoor and out-
door air pollution claiming a life every 5 sec-
onds.

The WHO Council on the Economics of Health
for All has found that at least 140 countries
recognize health as a human right in their con-
stitution. Yet countries are not passing and
putting into practice laws to ensure their pop-
ulations are entitled to access health services.
This underpins the fact that at least 4.5 billion
people — more than half of the world’s pop-
ulation — were not fully covered by essential
health services in 2021.

To address these types of challenges, the

theme for World Health Day 2024 is ‘My health,
my right’.

This year’s theme was chosen to champion
the right of everyone, everywhere to have access
to quality health services, education, and infor-
mation, as well as safe drinking water, clean air,
good nutrition, quality housing, decent working
and environmental conditions, and freedom
from discrimination.

Family health program and referral sys-
tem

Family Health Program and the Electron-
ic Referral System prioritize the involvement
of individuals, aiming to enhance communi-
ty health literacy and empower individuals in
overseeing the healthcare system.

People are encouraged to actively engage
in assessing community needs, promoting
health education, supporting local health pri-
orities, and assisting in healthcare provision.

By fostering active partnerships, creating
effective support networks, and prompting
sustainable interventions, individuals play a
vital role in maintaining and promoting com-
munity health.

The alignment between the Family Health
Program and the social determinants of health
hinges on knowledge, comprehension, and ac-
tion.

This progeria underscores and tackles the
influence of social determinants on family
health through collaborative endeavors, sup-
portive policies, and a holistic approach aimed
at fostering equity, health interventions, and
community resources to bolster health and
well-being.

Certainly, ongoing monitoring and regular
evaluation are indispensable elements of the
Family Health Program.

Employing a systematic approach to assess
performance, measure implementation and
impact, enhance quality, and ensure account-
ability in delivering compressive healthcare
services to families is crucial for the success
of the Family Health Program and the referral
system.

Iranians donate over $30m in aid to Gaza

TEHRAN -Since the outbreak of the war in
Gaza, Iranian people have donated almost 1.5
trillion rials (some 30 million dollars) to help
Palestinian people, according to the Iranian
Red Crescent Society (IRCS).

The money is being used to provide food
and medical products for people in Gaza, IRNA
quoted Vahid Salimi, an IRCS official, as saying.

On February 4, the IRCS dispatched the sec-
ond ship carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Previously, an air cargo and a ship carrying aid
were sent to Gaza. This was the third consign-
ment of humanitarian aid provided by the Iranian
people.

Over the past six
months, more than 10
tons of humanitarian
aid were delivered to

Gaza.

It includes medicine, medical equipment,
food, and biological items such as tents and
blankets.

Over the past six months, more than 10 tons
of humanitarian aid were delivered to Gaza.

Establishing a joint fund to help Gaza

On January 21, IRCS head Pirhossein Kolivand
suggested setting up a joint fund with other
countries to provide aid to people in Gaza.

He made the remarks in an address to the In-
ternational Humanitarian Conference to Sup-
port Palestine which was held in Tehran.

Referring to the crimes committed by the Zi-
onists in the Gaza Strip in the last one hundred
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days, he stated that the activities of the inter-
national organizations have become ineffective
due to the barriers made by the Zionist regime.
“If we fail to do something to help, history will
judge us,” IRNA reported.

Exploring possible avenues to provide hu-
manitarian aid, using humanitarian diplomacy
to stop the war permanently, creating a joint
financial fund, and declaring crimes against
the Zionist regime were among the axes of the
conference.

ICRC appreciates IRCS

In November 2023, Vincent Cassard, head of
the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) delegation in Tehran, met with Kolivand,
expressing gratitude to the Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society for providing humanitarian assis-
tance to Gaza.

IRCS cooperation in providing aid to Gaza is
valuable and we are thankful to Iran for its as-
sistance in this regard, he said, the IRCS website
reported.

The officials also discussed partnership and
joint efforts in assisting the people of Gaza.

“We are interested in cooperating with the
Iranian Red Crescent Society to implement var-
ious joint missions in different fields includ-
ing education, refugees, and immigration. The
Iranian Red Crescent Society holds enormous
potential that paves the way for expanding co-
operation,” Cassard said.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Ifyou cannot get things as much as you desire than be

contented with

what you have.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:06  Evening: 18:50

Dawn: 4:12 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:39 (tomorrow)

Cinemas to show Iran-Turkey film

about Rumi and Sh
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TEHRAN- “Intoxicated by Love”, the Iran-
Turkey joint film directed by Iranian director
Hassan Fathi, will be released in movie theaters
across the country on April 17.

The biographical historical drama, which
was shot in Konya, Turkey, tells the story of
great Iranian poet Molana Jalal ad-Din Rumi,
his friendship with the wandering sage Shams
Tabrizi who later became the mentor of Rumi in
the 13th century CE, ISNA reported on Sunday.

The movie chronicles the love Rumi had for
Shams and the great influence of Shams over
Rumi in his life, his poetry and his love for God.

Rumi undertook journeys to Syria, during
one of which he met the dervish, Shams. He
was deeply influenced by Shams during their

“Philosophy of Love”
Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN- A Persian translation of
“Philosophy of Love in the Past, Present, and
Future” has recently been published by Doxa
Publications in Tehran.

Co-written by André Grahle, Natasha
McKeever, and Joe Saunders, the book
has been translated into Persian by Turaj
Allahverdi.

This book presents a collection of original
essays that delve into the philosophy of love,
examining its evolution and manifestations
across the past, present, and future.

The essays are thematically organized

ams

second visit in Konya and for months, the two
men constantly interacted, and as a result, Rumi
neglected his disciples and family, who could not
tolerate the close relationship.

One night in 1247, Shams disappeared forever.
This experience turned Rumi into a poet. The
Divan of Shams is a true translation of his
experiences into poetry.Celebrated Iranian
actors Parsa Piruzfar and Shahab Hosseini star
as Rumi and Shams respectively while Turkish TV
star Hande Ercel plays the role of Kimia, Rumi’s
stepdaughter and Shams’ loverTurkish actors
Ibrahim Celikkol, Selma Erge¢, Boran Kuzum,
Burak Tozkoparan, Bensu Soral and Iranian actor
Hesam Manzur are the other members of the
cast.

“Intoxicated by Love” was written by Fathi
himself and his fellow Iranian writer Farhad
Tohidi in consultation with Mohammad-Ali
Movahhed, a top Iranian expert on Rumi.

Fathi, 64, is one of the most well-known and
successful Iranian directors, best known for his
popular historical TV series including “Heroes
Never Die” “Lighter Than Darkness,” “Zero
Degree Turn,” “Tenth Night,” “Shahrzad,” and
“Jeyran”.

appears in

to provide insights into the historical,
contemporary, and prospective perspectives
on love.

This book is intended for researchers and
advanced students in moral philosophy,
social philosophy, and political philosophy
who are engaged in scholarly inquiry on the
multifaceted aspects of love.

Whether investigating historical roots,
contemporary implications, or prospective
trajectories of love, this book offers
a comprehensive examination of the
philosophy of love for those interested in
these intricate philosophical inquiries.

Cartoon of Day

Gaza Peace Deal
Cartoonist: Derkaoui Abdellah from Morrocco

Islamic Revolution Art Week

Frome Page 1 » Various
ceremonies and programs will
be held in multiple provinces to
mark “Revolutionary Arts Day”
and pay tribute to the martyred
writers, culminating in the
announcement of the Islamic
Revolution Artist of the Year on
April 15.

As part of the event, the Art
Bureau will unveil a play written
by Nasrollah Qaderi depicting
the life of martyr Seyyed Morteza
Avini.

Additionally,  the [ranian
Photographers’ House will host
an inauguration ceremony for
the photo exhibition “Return,’
showcasing a collection of
photos by Syrian photographers.

A highlight of the week will
be the 183rd night of a popular
humorous poetry gathering on
April 14 as part of the Islamic
Revolution Art Week, hosted by
the Art Bureau.

This poetry night is considered
the oldest humorous literature

gathering in Iran, which has
resumed its activities in recent
years after a hiatus.

The conclusion of the Islamic
Revolution Art Week will feature
a closing ceremony on April 15 at
Tehran’s Art Bureau, which will

kicks off ntionwide
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include the announcement of
the Islamic Revolution Artist of
the Year, as well as recognition
of significant figures and
outstanding contributions in
Revolutionary Arts over the past
year.

In previous editions, artists

such as Morteza Sarhangi,
Ebrahim Hatamikia, Abdolhamid
Qadirian, Mohammad Mehdi
Sayyar, and Majid Majidi have
been honored with the title of
Islamic Revolution Artist of the
Year.

Academy Museum of Motion Pictures screens
Kiarostami’s “Where Is the Friend’s House?”

TEHRAN-The Academy Museum of Motion
Pictures in Los Angeles, California, screened
Abbas Kiarostami’s 1987 movie “Where Is the
Friend’s House?” on Saturday as a part of its
Family Matinees program.

The first of Kiarostami’s trilogy of films
set in the village of Koker, the movie tells the
story of Ahmad, an eight-year-old Iranian
boy who ventures to a neighboring village
in an attempt to return a schoolmate’s lost
notebook to avoid the wrath of their teacher,
ISNA reported.

Master filmmaker Kiarostami transformed
this simple story into a vivid portrayal of the
challenges of childhood and the indifference
of adults. The auteur’s subtle storytelling
techniques, masterful use of landscape, and
understated performances elevate the film
to a touching and poetic experience.

This classic helped introduce the director
to an international audience. It has received
high praise from many critics and is still
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considered one of his finest works.

“Where is Friend’s House?” captures the
essence of Iranian village life through the
lens of an innocent and charming story that
is contemplative and sensitive.

The film is a masterpiece that showcases
Kiarostami's deep  understanding of
human emotions, modest filmmaking, and
observation of intricate social and personal
moments that go unnoticed by the world at
large.

The movie’s simplicity is its strength and

provides its viewers with a thoughtful and
touching perspective of life.

The film has won several awards since
its release, including the Bronze Leopard at
the Locarno International Film Festival in
Switzerland and the Critics’ Prize at the Sao
Paulo International Film Festival and the
Pasinetti Award at the Venice Film Festival.

Kiarostami is recognized as a significant
member of Iran’s New Wave, a movement
in Iranian cinema that rejected the
commercialism of earlier Iranian cinema in
favor of a more artistic and socially conscious
approach to filmmaking.

The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures
is a film museum opened in 2021 located in
Los Angeles, California.

The first large-scale museum of its kind
in the United States, it houses more than
13 million objects, and is dedicated to the
history, science, and cultural impact of the
film industry.

Tehran’s Vahdat Hall to host musical adaptation
of “The Little Prince”

TEHRAN-Tehran’s Vahdat Hall
will host a musical adaptation of
French author Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry’s “The Little Prince”

The little prince, who lives in a

interrupted one day by the “The Little Prince”

apparition of a little prince, who  portraits

asks him to draw a sheep. being  hopelessly
minded.

of grown-ups as

In contrast, children

draws

narrow-

from April 17.

Directed by Mahan Heydari, the
two-hour play will be staged with
a group of 50 actors, singers and
musicians, ILNA reported.

Kamran Jahanbani, Nazanin
Keyvani, Amirreza  Tavanaei,
Kiana Hoveyda, Nika Karahan,
Mani Farzaneh, Ali Jenabi, and
Setayesh Gharibi are in the cast
among others.

The story starts with a downed
pilot in the Sahara Desert,
frantically trying to repair his
wrecked plane. His efforts are

faraway asteroid with his rose,
has come to Earth where he
meets a fox, a snake, and some
strange people.Equally loved by
children and adults alike, “The
Little Prince” is one of the most
translated books on the planet.
First published in 1943, “The
Little Prince” has been translated
into 300 languages and dialects.

The book has been adapted to
numerous art forms and media,
including audio recordings, radio
plays, live stage, film, television,
ballet, and opera.

come to wisdom through open-
mindedness and a willingness to
explore the world around them
and within themselves.

The main theme of the fable is
expressed in the secret that the
fox tells the little prince: “It is
only with the heart that one can
see rightly: what is essential is
invisible to the eye”

Saint-Exupéry (1900-1944) was
a French aviator and writer whose
works are the unique testimony of
a pilot and a warrior who looked
at adventure and danger with a

poet’s eyes. The musical play will
remain on stage until May 19, at
Vahdat Hall, located on Shahriar
St., Hafez Ave.

Manchester theatre allows Palestinian event to proceed
after artists protest against cancellation

The organizers of a Palestinian literature
event, initially cancelled by a Manchester
theatre, express “huge” gratitude as the
venue allows it to proceed, following protests
over its cancellation last week.

HOME theater apologized for the
controversy sparked by cancelling “Voices
of Resilience” scheduled for April 22 due to
recent attention and safety concerns for
attendees, Middle East Monitor reported.

Nearly 100 artists withdrew their work from
an exhibition at the venue in solidarity with
Comma Press, the event’s organizer, which
explores the experiences of Palestinians
affected by Israel’s war against Gaza.

The decision followed a demonstration on
Saturday outside the arts space and a letter
signed by nearly 300 artists, including Maxine
Peake and Asif Kapadia.

The cancellation occurred after the Jewish

Representative Council of Greater Manchester
(JRCGM) raised concerns about one of the
speakers, Gazan writer, Atef Abu Saif, who
is also Minister of Culture in the Palestinian
Authority, accusing him of anti-Semitism and
Holocaust denial.

Artist Mollie Balshaw, who was among
those taking their work down on Wednesday
evening, told BBC North West Tonight: “The
decision that they’'ve made is political and it’s
a decision that | disagree with, as do so many
other artists in the show and it felt like the
right thing to do”

In a statement posted on its website, the
venue said it “recognized how deeply” the
cancellation had affected communities in the
city and further afield.

“We support Palestinian and all community

voices, and acknowledge that we can learm from
how this was handled. We regret that this has

had such wide-reaching impact,” it said.

HOME further explained that ongoing
discussions with all stakeholders had enabled
them to “access additional resources” to
facilitate the event. While reaffirming their
dedication to “championing equality and
diversity”, they admitted the need for efforts to
rebuild trust and confidence.

Regarding the Gaza conflict, HOME said:
“We stand with all innocent victims of this
conflict, and call for a humanitarian solution.”
Details regarding the rescheduled event will
be disclosed soon, according to the venue.

“This is a potential watershed moment in
the campaign against the intimidation that
arts venues face for showcasing Palestinian
artists and voices” it said.

Meanwhile, the JRCGM  expressed

disappointment over the reversal, refuting
claims of silencing Palestinian voices.
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