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Iran Expo 2024 kicks
off in Tehran

TEHRAN - Some 2,000 traders and busi-
nessmen from 85 different countries are
participating in the 6th International Export
Potential Exhibition of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Iran Expo 2024) which kicked off in
Tehran on Saturday.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition
was attended by senior government officials
including President Ebrahim Raisi, Industry
Mining and Trade Minister Abbas Aliabadi,
and the Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (TPO) Mehdi Zeyghami, IRNA re-
ported.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Pres-
ident Raisi said holding this exhibition is an
indication that Iran cannot be sanctioned.

“Holding this exhibition also shows that
the plans to isolate Iran have never succeed-
ed and will never succeed,” Raisi stressed.

He described the exhibition as a show-
case of the country’s production and export
capabilities and expressed hope that the
exhibition would lead to the creation of a
competitive environment for regional trade
development and interaction.

He emphasized Iran’s vast reserves as well
as efficient and innovative human resources,
noting that the country can offer numerous
and diverse innovations to the world in var-
ious fields.

Also speaking at the opening ceremony of
the exhibition, Iranian Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Abbas Aliabadi said Iran is
now one of the economic and industrial hubs
of the region despite the sanctions.

Aliabadi put the country’s foreign trade
value at more than $153 billion, noting that
one-third of the mentioned figure is related
to non-oil exports. » Page 4

Iran denounces EP resolution,
sanctions by U.S,, UK and Canada

TEHRAN- The Iranian Foreign Ministry has refuted the charges
made against Tehran in a recent resolution passed by the
European Parliament, and denounced the new sanctions that
the US, the UK, and Canada have placed on a number of Iranian
citizens and firms.

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Nasser Kanaani harshly
denounced in a statement released on Saturday the sanctions
that the United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada have
placed on certain natural and legal members of the Iranian
military services.

The spokesperson also attacked several European nations
for adhering to the harsh policies of the U.S. administration by
criticizing the European Parliament's decision against Iran.

He emphasized that Iran’s military capabilities are built in
accordance with its needs to preserve territorial integrity and
sovereignty, defend national security and interests, and provide
a legitimate and deterrent defense against external threats and
acts of aggression.

According to Kanaani, “The Islamic Republic of Iran is a major
partner of the international community in providing peace and
security to the region and the world, as well as in the fight against

Iran’s agenda at SCO: peace,
stability, and security

TEHRAN- The Iranian Defense Minister has delivered a
resounding message of “peace, stability, and security” during
the 21st meeting of the Council of Defense Ministers of Member
States of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Astana,
Kazakhstan.

Emphasizing these core principles as integral to Iran’s defense
and security doctrine, Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Ashtiani
underscored the nation's commitment to fostering a climate of
tranquility both within the region and globally.

In his address, General Ashtiani firmly stated Iran’s stance
against the pursuit of “war and tension” in the region, affirming a
dedication to peaceful coexistence among neighboring countries
and beyond.

He highlighted the imperative of combating terrorism within
the SCO's geographical scope, emphasizing the necessity of
upholding trust, fostering friendship, and promoting good
neighborliness among member states.

The Iranian Defense Minister’s remarks encapsulated Iran’s
proactive role in advocating for collective security measures
within the SCO framework, signaling a commitment to
collaborative efforts aimed at safeguarding regional stability and

international terrorism.” » Page 2

enhancing global security. » Page 3

Sympathizing with grieving
Gazans is synonymous with
anti-Semitism!

By Parviz Rashidi

TEHRAN - Police crackdown and arrest of
students at American universities are an open
violation of the right to protest and freedom
of opinion.

The United States is fully manifesting
a double standard approach regarding
the students who are sympathizing
with the grieving Palestinians who have
been subjected to death, bombardment,
displacement, starvation, etc. for nearly seven
months.

Police in Germany have also resorted
to force to clear a protest camp outside
the Chancellery building in Berlin. The only
sin of the protestors is that they have
been demanding an end to German arms
shipments to the Israeli military. » Page 5

Yernen shoots down
US drone

Yemen’s Ansarullah movement has
downed another MQ-9 Reaper drone of the
United States as it promises more attacks in
opposition to Israel’s war on Gaza.

The Yemeni Army spokesman, Yahya Saree,

said the country’s air defense forces shot
down an MQ-9 Reaper attack drone of the US
military with a missile in the airspace of the
Saada governorate “while it was carrying out
hostile missions”.

US broadcaster CBS News confirmed that
an MQ-9, which costs about $30m, “crashed”
inside Yemen early on Friday.

This is the third US attack drone shot down
by the Yemenis since the start of the war on
Gaza.

Ansarullah leader Abdel-Malik al-Houthi
said on Friday the movement won't stop
the attacks unless Israel ends the Gaza
onslaught.

Netanyahu gripped by
fear of potential arrest

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has been haunted by deep fear
amid reports that the International Criminal
Court could issue arrest warrants against him
and some other top regime officials.

Earlier this month, one of Israel’s leading
television news outlets, Channel 12, revealed
that Israeli officials were increasingly worried
about the possibility of issuing such rulings
by The Hague-based ICC over violations of
international law in Gaza.

The channel said Netanyahu's office had
held an “emergency discussion” on the issue.

The report noted that the highest political
and legal elite in Israel were present at the
discussion and considered likely scenarios in the
face of the ICC's possible move. » Page 5

Exclusive interview with Professor Jody Armour

‘American students have

been betrayed’

USC professor condemns universities’ decision to
call police on students protesting Gaza war » page 5
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The false prestige of the West

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

Kayhan devoted its editorial to the widespread
protest of American university students against
the crimes committed by the Zionist regime
against the people of Gaza. It wrote: Al-Agsa
Storm has removed the mask from the deceptive
and real face of the leaders of America, England,
France, Germany, and many Western countries.
Moreover, the massive protests of American
students have become the scene of disgrace
of all the lies of American and Western leaders
regarding freedom of speech, human dignity,
the status of students and universities, and
even women. This is the beginning of a terrible
blow to the prestige of the West, which has
important adventures ahead. If one-thousandth
of these brutal encounters against students,
especially American student girls had happened
in Iran, from the American government and
Western countries to the United Nations Security
Council, from Western media and international
organizations to Hollywood actors, they would
have tried to show Iran in a bad light and
protest against the Islamic Republic. But now
no American actress, who was concerned about
I[ranian women in the riots of 2022, protested
against the cruel and brutal suppression of
American student boys and girls.

Iran: The umbrella of economic diplomacy
over regional relations

In a commentary, the Iran newspaper
addressed the strategic diplomacy of the 13th
government in the region and said: Since the
beginning of the 13th government, economic
diplomacy has been considered not as a
tactic but as a “strategy”. This diplomacy has
been pursued for nearly three years since the
Raisi administration took office, focusing on
cooperation with neighboring countries and
eastern countries. The approach of looking to the
east can be evaluated in two geographical and
political aspects; from a geographical point of
view, Iran has designed its approach in terms of
the geographical proximity component with the
countries that are located in the east of Iran on
the map, which includes all the countries of East
Asia. But the other side of this approach, from a
political aspect, has considered the development
of relations with countries that are in the process
of confronting the unilateralist policy of the
United States, and have put the strengthening of
multilateralism on their agenda. This economic
diplomacy, whose main goal is to achieve the
aims of a “resistance economy”, means that the
government follows its approach in developing
relations with neighboring countries in the first

place and then with distant countries, especially
in East Asia.

Sobh-e-No: Israel is hated in the world

Sobh-e-No dedicated its editorial to the West’s
efforts to support Israel. The paper said: The
“True Promise” operation flaunted Iran’s combat,
military, and security capabilities to the world.
It was a purposeful and deep operation that
even the Western media could not damage with
all their propaganda. But now, by sanctioning
Iran, the West intends to soothe Israel, and with
sanctions, they want to compensate for the
severe security, intelligence, and defense failure
of this fake regime. After the European Union
asked for more sanctions against Iran, Israel
interpreted it as a political failure but today, the
ineffectiveness of the sanctions has become
apparent to everyone, and the Islamic Republic
has proven that by neutralizing the sanctions, it
has been able to continue its path of progress,
authority and independence with strength. But
the one that has failed politically is the Zionist
regime, and today, we are witnessing an uprising
in all parts of the world among students of
universities against this criminal and usurping
regime. They ask for stopping the genocide and
killing of Palestinians and cutting off financial
relations with the Zionist regime and Israeli
companies.

Ham Mihan: Expansion of Tehran-Moscow
military cooperation

In its headline, Ham Mihan pointed out the
meeting of the defense ministers of Iran and
Russia in Kazakhstan and wrote: This meeting
and declaration was made while Russia is
engaged in a war of attrition in Eastern Europe
and is under international pressure. The Middle
East is also in a state of instability. The war in
Gaza continues and its scopes have reached the
Red Sea. In this situation, the level of tension
between Tehran and Tel Aviv has risen a step
higher, while Moscow and Tel Aviv have extensive
relations. It is possible that the Russians wanted
to play a role in this tension. The expansion of
Tehran-Moscow military cooperation could lead
to the strengthening of Iran’s defense capability.
Western countries accuse Iran of cooperating
with Russia during the Ukraine war. Although
this accusation has not been proven and has not
been confirmed by Tehran, it has challenged the
relations between Iran and Western countries.
Therefore, the military cooperation with Moscow
can be seen as part of bilateral defense relations
with this country.

Iran at the peak of drone, missile
capabilities: Atlantic Counml

TEHRAN- The Atlantic Council think tank
expressed astonishment at Iran’s drone
and missile capabilities, stating that Tehran
has compensated for its deficiencies and
shortcomings in its aviation industry through the
development of such weapons.

The Atlantic Council think tank analyzed Iran’s
military response last week, stating that Iran was
once weak in the field of military aviation industry
but has made significant progress and is now at
its peak. The unprecedented April 13th attack by
Iran on Israel was a warning shot. This response
demonstrates that despite not having a modern
air force, Tehran has the potential to strike Israel
and counter its air superiority.

The American think tank emphasized that Iran’s
direct aerial attack on Israeli soil was a turning
point in the region’s security situation.

While the recent attack did not reveal anything
new about Iran’s military capabilities, it showed
Iran’s dangerous capabilities in exploiting Israel’s
lack of strategic depth.

The report stipulated that Iran’s attack makes
Israel reconsider its calculations about Iran. Some
foreign policy analysts described Iran’s response
to Israel’s attack on the consulate in Damascus as
having negative repercussions for Tehran, but the
Islamic Republic and its Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei viewed it from a different perspective.

The author of the report repeats claims by
Zionist media about Western cooperation with
Israel in countering Iran’s missiles and drones,
stating that Iran’s attack did not cause significant
infrastructure damage. However, the Atlantic
Council acknowledges that if three thousand
or thirty thousand missiles and drones were

launched towards Israel without prior warning, it
would be very difficult to counter them.

Meanwhile, it is said that Hezbollah in Lebanon,

Iran’s main staunch ally, has a stockpile of 150,000
rockets and missiles.

The report also said that Iran considers itself
surrounded by enemies and threats, some of
an existential caliber. When backed into what it
perceives as a corner, as it was after the United
Nations refused to condemn the attack on its
Damascus embassy, it almost always favors
escalation over compromise, provoking fear and
uncertainty over conventional diplomacy.

The American research center considers the air
force as Iran’s Achilles’ heel in terms of security
since the Iran-Irag war (1980-1988) and states
that after that war, Iran sought to strengthen its
air capabilities and invested a significant portion
of its resources in developing ballistic missile and
combat drone programs.

Due to years of restrictions on its armaments
by the United Nations, Iran continuously tried to
increase the range and accuracy of its missiles and
combat drones, successfully elevating its missile
and drone capabilities to this high level.

Iran, Africa explore a sea of
economic opportumtles

By Alireza Akbari
TEHRAN- In a remarkable
gathering of diplomatic and

economic significance, Tehran, the
bustling capital of Iran, plays host to
a congregation of economy ministers
representing over 40 African nations
at the esteemed second Iran-Africa
International Summit, slated from
April 26th to 29th.

The inaugural ceremony
witnessed the dignified presence
of senior Iranian officials, including
President Ebrahim Raisi and
Minister of Industry, Mining, and
Trade Abbas Aliabadi. In his address
at the opening ceremony, President
Raisi expressed Iran’s unwavering
commitment to fortifying economic
ties with the African continent.

“This assembly epitomizes the
collective determination of African
nations and Iran to expand our
economic bonds,” declared President
Raisi, underscoring the symbolic
significance of this gathering,

He highlighted the historical
resonance of cooperation with
Africa, tracing its roots back to the
visionary ethos of the Late Founder
of the Islamic Revolution, Imam
Khomeini, and further reiterated by
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.

Reflecting on Africa’s history,
President Raisi articulated Iran’s
empathetic stance. “The narrative
of Africa’s past is stained by the
exploitation of its resources by
Western powers,” he lamented,
emphasizing the need for mutually
beneficial economic collaboration.

President Raisi envisaged a
future where the fruits of Iranian
productivity in agriculture, industry,

medicine, and healthcare could find
resonance in African markets. “Our
agricultural  produce, industrial
output, and medical advancements
stand poised for export to Africa)
he affirmed, echoing Iran’s
proactive engagement on the global
economic stage.Despite enduring
decades of geopolitical tensions,
economic sanctions, and external
pressures, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has steadfastly upheld its
principled stance towards Africa,
rooted in shared political and
cultural affinities. “Even amidst
the tempest of Western sanctions
and disruptions, Iran has stood
in solidarity with the peoples
and nations of Africa” President
Raisi asserted, highlighting Iran’s
enduring commitment to fostering
constructive partnerships.

Echoing President Raisi’s
optimism,  Mohammad  Sadeq
Ghanadzadeh, the director general
of the Africa Department at the TPO,
envisioned a promising trajectory for
bilateral trade. While acknowledging
the stagnant trade volumes of the
past, he expressed confidence in
a revitalized economic landscape,
buoyed by concerted efforts to
streamline trade routes. “The

current initiatives to facilitate trade

channels with Africa herald a new
era of economic collaboration,” said
Minister Ghanadzadeh, forecasting
a tenfold increase in trade figures,
soaring from $12 billion to a
promising $10 billion within the next
three years.As Tehran resonates with
the vibrant discourse of economic
diplomacy, the second Iran-Africa
International ~ Summit  emerges
as a beacon of hope, charting a
course towards a future marked by
equitable partnerships and shared
prosperity between Iran and the
nations of Africa.

Iran-Africa summit: exploring
shared history and economic futures

The historical affinities shared
between Iran and Africa stand
poised to catalyze a new chapter
in their economic relationship, a
narrative unfolding against the
backdrop of the Tehran summit. This
summit, a crucible of diplomatic
engagement, serves as a platform to
explore the vast potential for trade
and economic collaboration between
the two regions.At the heart of Iran’s
approach lies a stark departure
from the exploitative tendencies of
Western powers in their dealings

with Africa.

Tehran's vision transcends mere
economic gain; it aspires toward a
cooperativeframeworkthat mutually
enriches both parties. This ethos of
mutual benefit distinguishes Iran’s
stance compared with the West’s.
A cursory glance at the annals of
history reveals a shared experience
of colonial subjugation endured by
both African nations and Iran. In the
ruthless pursuit of their interests,
Western  colonizers  exploited
Africa’s abundant natural resources,
heedless of the consequences for
indigenous populations. Similarly,
[ran has grappled with the
encroachments of colonial powers,
bearing witness to a legacy of
exploitation and marginalization.

Yet, amidst the shadows of
colonialism, glimmers of solidarity
emerge from the shared struggles
of Iran and Africa. The Tehran
summit symbolizes a convergence of
destinies, where the echoes of past
injustices resonate with a shared
determination to forge a brighter
future. Beneath the surface of
economic exchange lies a tapestry
of cultural and historical threads
binding the two regions together.

Beyond the tangible gains in trade
and commerce, the Tehran summit
heralds the dawn of a multifaceted
partnership, underpinned by these
deep-rooted commonalities.

As Iran and Africa navigate
the complexities of globalization,
the summit offers a platform for
collaboration across diverse fields.

Inembracing their shared heritage,
Iran and Africa stand poised to chart
a course toward mutual prosperity
and progress.

Tehran denounces EP resolution, sanctions by U.S., UK, and Canada

; MINISTRY OF -
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

TEHRAN- The Iranian Foreign Ministry has
refuted the charges made against Tehran in
a recent resolution passed by the European
Parliament, and denounced the new sanctions
that the USS,, the UK, and Canada have placed on a
number of Iranian citizens and firms.

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Nasser Kanaani
harshly denounced in a statement released on
Saturday the sanctions that the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Canada have placed on
certain natural and legal members of the Iranian
military services.The spokesperson also attacked
several European nations for adhering to the harsh
policies of the U.S. administration by criticizing the
European Parliament’s decision against Iran.

He emphasized that Iran’s military capabilities
are built in accordance with its needs to preserve
territorial integrity and sovereignty, defend
national security and interests, and provide a
legitimate and deterrent defense against external
threats and acts of aggression.

According to Kanaani, “The Islamic Republic
of Iran is a major partner of the international
community in providing peace and security to
the region and the world, as well as in the fight
against international terrorism.”

Contrary to the wishes of those imposing the
sanctions, he said, the sanctions against Iran’s
defense sector will actually present a chance
to advance the nation’s military and defense
capabilities and self-sufficiency, rather than
weakening its resolve to strengthen its defense of
its sovereignty, territorial integrity, and national
interests‘Many nations and  governments,
specifically in the West Asia region, hold out no
hope of the role of the U.S. and its European allies
in the establishment of stability and security in the
region anymore,” the spokesman continued.

His remarks followed the announcement of
further sanctions against Iran on Thursday by the
U.S., UK, and Canada in response to its retaliatory
strike against Israeli military targets on April 13.

The three states said that they will punish
people and companies “closely involved” in Iran’s
drone manufacture in order to target the country’s
drone and missile sectors.

By a vote of 357 to 20, the European Parliament
on Thursday passed a resolution denouncing
Iran’s use of drones and missiles against the
Israeli regime and urging the imposition of more
penalties on Iranian organizations.

The Treasury Department and the State
Department said on Tuesday that the United
States government has imposed charges and
penalties on four Iranian nationals in connection
with an alleged multi-year cyber operation that
targeted over a dozen American firms.

Additionally, the Treasury Department issued
sanctions on two firms, Dadeh Afzar Arman and
Mehrsam Andisheh Saz Nik, which it claimed
employed the individual defendants and served as
front organizations for Iran’s Revolution Guards
cyber command.

The business targets, according to federal
prosecutors in Manhattan, were mostly defense
contractors with access to confidential data; other
targets included an accountancy firm and a hotel
company located in New York.

“These actors targeted more than a dozen US.
companies and government entities through
cyber operations, including spear phishing and
malware attacks,” the US. Treasury Department
said in a statement.The defendants, according to
the prosecution, used spearfishing—a tactic that
entails deceiving email recipients into clicking on
harmful links—and impersonating women to win
over people’s trust in order to infect computers
with malware.

The Israeli airstrike, which took place in
Damascus’s Mezzeh district, resulted in the
deaths of seven military advisors from the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC). Iranian
officials have vowed a decisive response to what
they described as a violation of international
obligations and conventions.

Zahra Ershadi, Iran’s deputy permanent
representative to the UN, told the 15-member
Security Council that Iran reserves the right
“to take a decisive response” to the attack,
saying Israel violated the founding UN Charter,
international law, and the inviolability of diplomatic
and consular premises.

Israel's crime clearly breached the basic
principles of diplomatic and consular immunity,
as well as the 1961 Convention on Diplomatic
Relations, the 1963 Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations, and the 1973 Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes, the
diplomat stated.

Amir Abdollahian says Israeli regime root cause
of regional shaky conditions

TEHRAN- Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the
Iranian Foreign Minister, has described the
occupying regime as the primary source
of all regional disputes and emphasized
the necessity of ending the Israeli regime’s
murderous attack on Gaza and respecting the
rights of the oppressed Palestinians living
there. Amir Abdollahian said as much on Friday
night over the phone with his Portuguese
counterpart Paulo Rangel.

The senior Iranian diplomat emphasized that
the Israeli regime is the source of all issues
and the unstable state of affairs in West Asia,
calling for a halt to Israeli military offensives
on the Gaza Strip and respect for the inherent
rights of Palestinians.Amir Abdollahian said
that the crew of a Portuguese-flagged ship
that was apprehended and connected to Israel

has been given access to a consulate and is
anticipated to be released‘We have serious
concerns about the humanitarian aspect of
the ship’s crew release,” he said.

“We seriously consider the release of the
ship's crew as a humanitarian issue, and
we have announced to their ambassadors
in Tehran their access to consular services,
release and extradition,” Amir Abdollahian
said, the Foreign Ministry’s website reported.

Eyal Ofer, an Israeli tycoon in the fields of
real estate, energy, technology, and shipping,
is the owner of the MSC Aries, which is run by
Zodiac Maritime.The Israeli millionaire owns
Zodiac Group, which includes Zodiac Maritime.

On April 13, the Sepah Navy Special Force
(SNSF) used a heliborne operation and force
rappelling on the ship’s deck to detained the

Portuguese-flagged vessel.Rangel, for his part,
called foran immediate halt to hostilities in Gaza,
said that the Portuguese government is in favor
of the formation of an autonomous Palestinian
state, and urged all other nations in the region
to do the same.The parties also discussed how
Tehran and Lisbon have had positive and long-
standing connections and shared ideas on how
to take such ties even furtherSince October 7
of last year, when the Israeli regime began the
war on the beleaguered enclave in response
to the Hamas' Operation Al-Agsa Storm, at
least 34,305 individuals have been killed by the
Israeli military throughout Gaza.Even with the
relentless campaign of carnage and devastation,
the regime has not been able to accomplish its
objectives, which included forcing the whole
population of Gaza to flee into neighboring
Egypt and breaking up Gaza’s resistance.



Tehran University students back
Gaza solidarity protests inUS

TEHRAN- Students and faculty
members of Tehran University rallied
on Saturday in a display of solidarity
with  the burgeoning protests
unfolding across various campuses in
the United States.

These protests have emerged as
American students have erected
encampments, demanding decisive
action to bring an end to Israel’s
ongoing conflict with Gaza.During the
rally, participants passionately chanted
slogans such as “death to America,
“death to Israel,” and “death to England,’
voicing their condemnation of the
violent crackdowns perpetrated by US.
law enforcement against protesting
studentsThe rally symbolized a collective
stance in support of the awakening
consciousness  within the academic
circles of America and Europe.

This awakening seeks to denounce
the brutal violence inflicted upon
the oppressed Palestinian populace
by the illegitimate Israeli regime.

unwavering support for a regime
implicated in the killing of innocent
childrenThe wave of student
protests in the US,, ignited by the
Israeli offensive on Gaza, has gained
momentum in recent days. The
escalation followed the initial arrests
of students at Columbia University,
sparking a cascade of demonstrations
across various campuses.In solidarity
with Gaza, encampments advocating

sprouted up at renowned institutions
such as Yale University and New
York  University.  Consequently,
law enforcement agencies have
intervened, deploying police forces to
quell the demonstrations, resulting in
the arrest of hundreds of protesting
students.Despite the predominantly
peaceful nature of these protests, the
authorities in the United States have
responded with disproportionate

of police officers, including some on
horseback, have forcefully dispersed
crowds, brandishing batons and
making numerous arrests.

In response to the ongoing
unrest, students have articulated
their demands, including a call for
an enduring ceasefire in Gaza, the
cessation of U.S. military aid to Israel,
divestment by universities from
entities profiting from the conflict,
and amnesty for students and faculty
members facing disciplinary action
for their involvement in protests.

Remarkably, President of the United
States Joe Biden has labeled these
protests as ‘“antisemitic,; adding a
layer of complexity to the discourse
surrounding  the  demonstrations.
Moreover, its worth noting that
universities in Mashhad, Iran, have also
initiated rallies in solidarity with the
same cause, further illustrating the
widespread support for the Palestinian

Moreover, it condemns America’s

for the Palestinian cause have

force. Reports indicate that hundreds

people and their plight.

Iran’s agenda at SCO: peace, stability, and security

From Page 1 » Islamic Republic’s firm stance:
no appetite for war or regional tension

In the condemnation of the Zionist regime’s
actions, General Ashtiani affirmed the Palestinian
nation’s right to legitimate defense while decrying
the egregious acts of violence and state terrorism
perpetrated by the regime and its supporters.

Highlighting recent provocations aimed at
escalating regional tensions and diverting attention
from the Zionist regime’s atrocities in Gaza, the
Iranian defense minister denounced the brazen attack
on Iran’s consulate in Syria as a clear violation of
international law, specifically Article 31 of the Vienna
Convention.

General Ashtiani lamented the tragic loss of Iranian
military advisers in the attack, emphasizing that their
presence in Damascus was at the invitation of the
Syrian government.

He underscored Iran’s response, characterized
as a measured waming intended to deter further
aggression while minimizing the risk of escalation.

Stressing Iran's commitment to peace and stability

in the region, he reiterated that the Islamic Republic
has no desire for war or heightened tensions, citing
the nation’s adherence to the principles of the United
Nations Charter, particularly Article 51 regarding the
right to legitimate defense.

Iran’s resounding call: peace, stability, friendship,
and security

General Ashtiani highlighted the significance of
joint naval exercises between Iran, Russia, China,
and other members of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), envisioning the establishment
of a maritime security belt to safeguard the Indian
Ocean as a crucial global trade route.

General Ashtiani's remarks underscored the
strategic importance of leveraging SCO resources
to bolster defense and military cooperation among
member states, fostering confidence and stability in
theregion.General Ashtiani commended the principled
stance of SCO member states in condemning terrorist
attacks, particularly the recent assault on Iran's
diplomatic premises in Syria by the Israeli regime.

He lauded the support of Russia and China during
a Security Council meeting on April 14, where they
affirmed Iran’s right to legjtimate defense.

The Defense Minister's remarks came during his
two-day visit to Astana, Kazakhstan, for the SCO
defense ministers’ meeting.

This gathering saw unanimous denouncement of
recent terrorist acts in Russia, Syria, Pakistan, and the
Zionist regime’s assault on the Iranian consulate in
Damascus on April 1.

The defense ministers expressed solidarity

with the victims’ families and voiced concem over
the escalating threat of international terrorism,
emphasizing the need for enhanced defense
cooperation among SCO member states.

Bilateral meetings

On the sidelines of the meeting, General Ashtiani
engaged in discussions with defense ministers from
China, Russia, and Belarus, fostering diplomatic
relations and addressing pressing regional issues.

In a notable exchange with Russian Defense
Minister General Sergei Shoigu, General Ashtiani
underscored Iran’s right to legitimate defense in
response to actions by the Zionist regime.

The meeting between the defense ministers of
Iran and Kazakhstan saw General Ruslan Zhaksylykov
extend congratulations to his Iranian counterpart
on Iran’s full membership in the organization. He
expressed optimism that Iran’s participation would
bolster the organization’s plans and objectives.

In a separate meeting with Chinese Defense
Minister Dong Jun, General Ashtiani acknowledged
China's supportive stance on regional developments,
particularly condemning the Zionist regime’s attack
on Iran's consulate. He attributed recent tensions
in the region and the dire situation in Gaza to
destabilizing actions by the United States and support
for the Zionist regime’s atrocities.

The Chinese defense minister echoed these
sentiments, condemning the Israeli regime’s terrorist
attack on Iran’s diplomatic premises in Damascus as a
violation of international law.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

The possibility of a change in Iran’s nuclear doctrine

By Xavier Villar

MADRID- Hours before the Israeli
“response” sending a couple of
drones that were intercepted in
Isfahan, the commander in charge
of protecting the country’s nuclear
facilities, Ahmad Hagqtalab, sent a
message to the Zionist Entity stating
that if it intended to attack any of the
country’s nuclear installations, this
action could force a change in Iran’s
nuclear strategic doctrine.

In this regard, it should be noted
that for the Islamic Republic, the
nuclear issue is constrained by the
fatwa -an Islamic decree- issued in
2003 by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the
current Leader of the country. This
fatwa clearly prohibits the production
and use of nuclear and biological
weapons. Several representatives
of the Islamic Republic have made
it clear that if the country has not
developed nuclear weapons, it is
not due to a lack of technical and
scientific competence, but rather
because of the explicit prohibition
of the fatwa. Its importance is such
that in 2021, the then Minister of
Intelligence, Mahmoud Alavi, faced
harsh criticism from renowned
Islamic jurists for suggesting that
the country should possess nuclear
weapons to defend itself if cornered.
From a legal-political perspective,
therefore, the nuclear issue is limited
to a civilian nuclear program. This
does not mean that there is not a
growing public opinion that believes
the country should possess nuclear
weapons as a measure of protection
against Western threats. But as long
as the fatwa is in effect, the debate is
framed within its parameters.

Hagtalab's statements, while
staying within the official doctrine
expressed by the Leader’s fatwa, are
important for two reasons. Firstly,
because they come from the mouth
of a high-ranking military official, and
secondly, because they demonstrate
a level of public discourse that many
people considered absent in the
Islamic Republic.

As mentioned earlier, in the days
following Operation “True Promise,’
various types of responses were
considered by the Zionist Entity,
including the possibility of attacking
one of the Islamic Republic’s nuclear
facilities. In that scenario, the country
could have accelerated uranium
enrichment and thus come close to
the possibility of actual and effective
nuclearization.

It is worth remembering that
although Iran has reduced its levels
of uranium enrichment (as confirmed
by the International Atomic Energy
Agency), the country still has
significant reserves of radioactive
material (estimates suggest that the
Islamic Republic possesses close to
5,500 kilograms of uranium).

All of the above, along with the
new phase characterized by active
deterrence in which Iran finds itself,
could mean that the United States,
Israel, and to a lesser extent the
European Union, pay even more
attention to the Islamic Republic’s
nuclear program with the aim of
preventing possible nuclearization.

Several Iranian analysts believe
that the current nuclear strategy
may be modified depending on how
the authorities responsible for the

nuclear dossier react to three issues:

- Firstly, the attack on the Iranian
consulate in Damascus can be seen
as a clear manifestation that the
Zionist Entity has decided to cross all
red lines, and there is no guarantee
that it will not do so again. It is
precisely this view that would explain
the change in the Islamic Republic’s
political-military strategy in its policy
toward Israel: from the traditional
doctrine of strategic patience to the
new doctrine represented by active
deterrence.

- Secondly, Iran’s response to
the attack in Damascus, the well-
known Operation “True Promise,’
may increase the perception, for the
United States and Israel, that Iran has
become an even greater “threat,” and
therefore, greater pressure will be
deemed necessary to be applied to
the Islamic Republic.

- Lastly, although the Israeli
response was a failure in military
terms, the attempted attack in the
province of Isfahan, where one of the
country’s most important nuclear
plants is located, could lead Iranian
political and wmilitary leaders to
consider increasing their deterrence
capabilities to prevent future attacks
against their nuclear facilities.

[t cannot be forgotten that
the current phase of the conflict,
characterized by a much more
assertive attitude from Iran in
responding to Zionist provocations,
may be a lasting phase. In this regard,
the Islamic Republic will have to
increase its deterrence capabilities to
avoid becoming the target of Israeli
attacks. One of the possibilities Iran

has on the table in case it needs
to enhance its deterrence capacity
is to resume uranium enrichment,
which would ensure the continuation
of avoiding an open conflict in the
region while sending a clear message
to Israel and the United States about
Iran’s unwillingness to submit. Some
suggest that Hagqtalab's words
should be interpreted in this context.

The possibility of a change in
Iran’s nuclear doctrine would entail a
nuclear reorganization in the region
that must also be taken into account.
In this sense, both Saudi Arabia and
Turkey could develop their nuclear
capabilities, and the Zionist Entity
could publicly acknowledge what is
an open secret: the existence of its
nuclear program.

Taking into account all of the above,
the Iranian nuclear program, which
for the moment remains within the
civilian limits imposed by Ayatollah
Khamenei's fatwa issued in 2003,
must be analyzed within a context
that considers both the internal and
external particularities of the current
geopolitical situation. Any change in
it should be analyzed based on the
discursive principles upon which
the Islamic Republic is founded,
especially those that guarantee Iran’s
independence and autonomy.

This was evident in the recent
negotiations with the West to try
to revive the nuclear agreement
that was unilaterally dissolved by
the United States. During those
negotiations, the Islamic Republic,
through its negotiating team,
sought a fair agreement that would
guarantee independence from the
West in setting its own terms.
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Azmoun on the verge
of a permanent stay
at Roma

TEHRAN - Sardar Azmoun, Iranian goal-scoring
sensation and AS Roma striker, is on the brink of
securing a permanent stay at the Italian club, with
manager Daniele De Rossi expressing his desire to
retain the player beyond his current loan deal.

This comes as Azmoun prepares to face his
former club Bayer Leverkusen in the Europa League
semi-finals, setting the stage for a captivating
clash.

Despite facing limited playing time due to
injuries and the presence of Romelu Lukaku in
Roma’s attacking pecking order, Azmoun has
managed to impress the club’'s management with
his dedication and work rate. Making the most of
his limited opportunities, Azmoun has proven to be
avaluable asset to the Giallorossi, providing energy
and impact whenever called upon.

According to Il Messaggero, De Rossi is highly
satisfied with Azmoun’s contributions and has
urged Roma to keep him beyond the end of his loan
spell. Currently on loan from Bayer Leverkusen
until the end of the season, Roma hold an option
to buy the player for €12 million, but a discount is
being sought.

Azmoun's recent goal against Bologna, the
team’s only goal in their 1-3 defeat, highlighted his
goal-scoring prowess. In his post-match reaction
to DAZN, Azmoun displayed maturity and team
spirit, acknowledging Bologna’s performance while
expressing the team’s determination to bounce
back.

“Sometimes games go like this. It's inevitable.
Bologna did very well and deserved to win,” Azmoun
remarked. “The task of those who come off the
bench is to help the team as they can, it's our job.
We all have to contribute to the good of the team,”
he added.

The Europa League semi-final will see Azmoun
face his former club Bayer Leverkusen, adding an
emotional layer to the already intense encounter.
This will be a chance for Azmoun to showcase
his talent against his former teammates and
potentially seek redemption for Leverkusen’s
defeat to Roma in the same stage last season.

Azmoun’s future at Roma appears bright, with
his performances earning the admiration of his
manager and the potential for a permanent stay.
With his dedication, talent, and big-game mentality,
Azmoun is poised to play a pivotal role in Roma’s
quest for European glory.

Nasrin Shahi takes
gold at Changwon

2024 WSPS World

Cup

TEHRAN - Iranian shooter Nasrin Shahi won a
gold medal at the P2 - Women’s 10m Air Pistol SH1
of Changwon 2024 WSPS (World Shooting Para
Sport) World Cup on Saturday.

She finished first with a score of 239.7 points,
followed by Indian shooter Bhakti Sharma with
234.2.

Iran’s Sareh Javanmari seized the bronze medal
with 214.8 points.

Shahi had won a silver medal at the P6 - Mixed
Team 10m Air Pistol SH1 on Friday.

The 2024 World Shooting Para Sport takes place
in Changwon, South Korea from April 22 to May 1.

Eidiyan makes
history at Asian
U20 Athletic
Championships

TEHRAN - Nazanin Fatemeh Eidiyan won
a gold medal at the 21st Asian U20 Athletics
Championships on Friday.

The Asian U20 Athletics Championships Yecheon
2023 silver medalist put on an improved display
to win the women’s 400m hurdles race in 58.86
seconds and also improved her personal best.

Also, Iran’s Mehdi Haftcheshmeh, who had won
a silver medal last year in the Asian U20 Athletics
Championships Yecheon, took a silver in the men’s
hammer throw with a throw of 66.64 meters.

Indian Harshit Kumar won the gold with 66.70m
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for the gold and his teammate Prateek (65.97) took
the bronze.

The Asian U20 Athletics Championships is also
a qualifying event for the World U20 Athletics
Championships which will be held in Lima, Peru
from August 27 to 31.

The competition is being held in Dubai, the UAE
from April 24 to 27.

Derakhshani ready
to face Thailand
futsal team in final

TEHRAN - Iran’s Mohamad Hossein Derakhshani
is geared up for the AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand
2024 final at the Bangkok Arena on Sunday.

Standing in Thailand’s way is Iran with defender
Derakhshani confident a record-extending 13th will
be won.

Derakhshani played an instrumental role for Iran
in the semi-final against Uzbekistan, where they
needed penalties to advance.

“It will be a great game, and we are eagerly
anticipating it. We aim to emerge as the winner,
and playing in front of thousands of fans will be
exciting,” said Derakhshani.

“Both teams are expected to deliver outstanding
performances, and | believe the deserving team
will ultimately become champions. Being the host,
there will be pressure on the Thai team and I'm
confident that all our players will deliver high-
quality performances.

“Every game in this tournament has been tough
from the beginning, and all teams have shown
significant progress. We faced professional coaches
on the opposing bench, and with all due respect, we
managed to defeat the Uzbekistan team.

“With five matches already completed and one
more to go, we are determined to show our best
and become champions,” Derakhshani concluded.

Sepahan coach Jose
Morais converts to
Islam

TEHRAN - Sepahan Portuguese coach Jose
Manuel Ferreira de Morais converted to Islam on
Friday.

He announced his conversion to Islam in the
post-match conference of the Hazfi Cup match
in Ahvaz, where Sepahan defeated Abipooshan
Jonoub 2-1.

Football stars namely, Franck Ribery, Clarence
Seedorf, Nicolas Anelka and Paul Pogba had
previously converted to Islam.

The Christian coach is going to marry an Iranian
woman in Isfahan.

Morais, 59, was named Iranian top-flight side
Sepahan head coach in June 2022.

Shamsaei confident
Iran win title in
Futsal Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iran futsal head coach Vahid Shamsaei
is confident that his team can beat Thailand in the
final match of the AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand
2024,

Iran reached the final after edging Uzbekistan
5-4 on penalties in the semi-finals.

“There are two differences between being a
player and a coach. As a player, you're focused on
yourself, but now with 80 million people watching,
the pressure is different. I've experienced two
finals as a player, and I'm grateful for that. I'm also
thankful that as a coach, I've reached my second
final. However, in the previous edition, | didn't
expect to lose,” Shamsaei said.

Shamsaei was the tournament top scorer when
Japan clinched their second title in 2012 and the
Iranian legend is determined to win the crown for
the first time as head coach.

“I respect all coaches and professionals. | believe
in the short time he (Rodrigo) has improved the
Thailand team. Tomorrow is going to be a challenge,
and | believe both of us will try to read each other’s
intentions. However, I'm confident that we will win,”
he concluded.
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Iran Expo 2024 klcks off in Tehran

From page 1 » The minister noted that
neighboring countries, African nations, as well
as Islamic and friendly countries are Iran’s
priority in developing relations and economic
cooperation.‘We are a member of the global
trade watchdog and by participating in regional
and international agreements, we have a
constructive interaction with many countries,”
he stressed.

Adressing the press on the sideline of the

exhibition, TPO Head Mehdi Zeyghami said over
400 companies are showcasing their trade
capacities in this event.

“The goal of this exhibition is to increase the
country’s exports by two billion euros in a certain
period after the exhibition,” Zeyghami saidThe
first edition of the Iran Expo was held in 2013.

This exhibition will cover seven major groups
of commodities including food industries,
agriculture and fisheries, handwoven carpets,
handicrafts and tourism, medicine, medical
equipment and chemical products, the
construction industry, technicaland engineering
services, and also the petrochemical group.

Promoting trade and economic relations with
other countries, booming production, propelling
the business environment of the private sector
to the international arena, and creating a new
trade and economic discourse with various
countries have been cited as the main aims of
holding the exhibition.

ICCIMA to host Iran-Tajikistan Business

Forum on April 29

TEHRAN - Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) is
going to host a joint business forum of Iran and
Tajikistan on Monday, April 29.The forum will be
attended by a delegation headed by the Minister
of Industry and New Technologies of the Republic
of Tajikistan and consisting of businessmen and
economic operators of this country, the ICCIMA
portal reported The participants in this event will

berepresentatives of companiesactiveinvarious
fields including construction, dairy products,
meat products, agriculture, canned and dried
fruits, handicrafts, packaging, pharmaceuticals,
Industrial equipment, petroleum products, food,
mineral water, and spare parts.

The business forum will be followed by
B2B meetings of Iranian and Tajikistani
businesspeople.

NPC To accelerate collection of

associated gases

TEHRAN - Head of the National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) Morteza Shahmirzaie said the
process of gathering associated gases will
accelerate this year so that most petrochemical
complexes’ gas flares will be zeroed by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 20, 2025).

Shahmirzaei made the remarks during a visit
to Assaluyeh, the host of gas processing plants
south of Iran, Shana reported.

The official noted that NPC plans to pursue
the gathering associated gases program more
seriously than before, so it is determined to
collect part of gas flares this year even though
those flares that are involved in providing
feedstock to petrochemical units will continue
their operation for the next three years.

“Gas flares play the role of safety valves so
that when there is an emergency situation, they
start burning to prevent the occurrence of an
incident, and when there is a stable situation
their burning is contained,” the NPC head said.

He went on to say that “in a year that has been
named the Year of Production Leap Through
People’s Participation, petrochemical projects
will bear fruit one after another and we should
thank God for giving Iranians these resources”

According to Shahmirzaei, 12 projects will
become operational this year, including olefin
and MEG projects at the Bushehr petrochemical
complex, which will boost employment and
economic growth and generate foreign
exchange income.

“Hereby | would like to invite the investors to
participate actively in productive activities of
the petrochemical sector because the sector
with its role as generating value-added, stands
at the forefront of the country’s economy,” the
official added.

During his tour of Assaluyeh, Shahmirzaie
also visited some petrochemical units including
Dena and Pars petrochemical complexes, the
sweetening unit of Bushehr petrochemical
complex, and Mehr petrochemical project.

Iran’s chief banker leaves Tehran for Riyadh

TEHRAN - The Governor of the Central Bank
of Iran (CBI) Mohammadreza Farzin, has traveled
to Saudi Arabia with the aim of developing
monetary and banking relations.

According to the CBI Office of Public Relations,
Farzin is also scheduled to attend a ceremony
that is due to be held on the 50th anniversary of

the establishment of the Islamic Development
Bank.

Meeting and talking with heads of central
banks of different countries, including Saudi
Arabia, in line with the development of monetary
and banking relations, is one of the plans of the
head of the central bank in Saudi Arabia.

TEDPIX gains over 1,000 points on Saturday

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 1,022
points to 2,304,979 on Saturday, which is the
first day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important one.
The other three ones are the Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Earlier this month, Head of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization (SEO) Majid
Eshghi said the organization is determined to
support shareholders in the stock market.

Speaking in ameeting attended by economic
operators from financial institutions,
analysts, and capital market media, Eshgi said
“Political, social, and economic debates have
created some high expectations from the
stock market”

As IRNA reported, the official referred to
the complexity of the prevailing conditions
in the market, announcing the serious
determination of this organization to support
the rights of shareholders.

“The mistrust among the shareholders
under the influence of various factors caused
the creation of difficult conditions in the
market, and now we need empathy given such
a problem and to overcome these conditions,”
he said.

Eshqi further said when the condition of the
capital market is not very suitable, naturally,
private sector companies are not very willing
to offer their shares in the stock market and
they believe that there is not much value for
the companies in this market.

Previous experiences, however, indicate
that the current conditions governing the
market cannot be continued in the long term,
the official added.

' Tehran h

TEHRAN - Iran’s capital Tehran
is hosting economy ministers
from more than 40 African
countries at the second Iran-
Africa International Summit
which is being held from April
26-29.

The opening ceremony of
the event was attended by
senior Iranian officials including
President Ebrahim Raisi and
Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade Abbas Aliabadi, IRNA
reported.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, President Raisi voiced
Iran’s readiness to further
boost it economic relations with
African countries.

“This meeting is a symbol
of the will of African countries
and Iran to expand economic
relations,” he said.

Referring to the difference in
Iran’s view of Africa compared
to Western countries, he said,
“Cooperation with Africa was
emphasized by Imam Khomeini
and also emphasized by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

Westerners want Africa for
themselves, but we want Africa
foritself”

The history of Africa shows
how many Western countries
have plundered Africa’s
resources, Raisi noted.

Elsewhere in his remarks,
the president said, “Despite
the threats and sanctions, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
made good progress and it
can be called an advanced and
technological country.

It is very important to know
the progress and achievements
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
new technologies.”

Saying that Iran enjoys 10,000
knowledge-based  companies
and the country’s exports
reached two billion dollars
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so far, Raisi said, adding that
African countries want Iran’s
knowledge-based products to
solve their problems.

In the fields of agriculture,
industry, medicine, and
treatment, good products have
been produced in Iran that can be
exported to Africa, he said.

“The Islamic Republic is
fully able to build refineries
and power plants, and we
can cooperate with African
countries in this field,” the
Iranian president said.

Further in the ceremony, Iran’s
Industry Minister Abbas Aliabadi
stressed the significance of
“win-win trade” with African
nations, urging the need for
establishing the secretariat
of the Iran-Africa Economic
Cooperation Conference in his
respective ministry.

He  believed that this
secretariat could pave the way
for enhanced trade and economic
cooperation between Iran and
Africa.

Iran plans to increase regular
shipping and direct flights to
West and East Africa with a focus
on one or two countries in each
region, the minister said.

He also highlighted the
significance of trade in local
currencies as well as barter trade
as a way to remove obstacles in
the way of banking transactions
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between Iran and this continent.

The minister added that Iran
is ready to establish more joint
chambers of commerce with
African  countries, increase
the number of trade centers
in the continent from 10 to 15,
and dispatch more commercial
attachés to increase their
number to 12 in the medium run.

Over the past 40 years, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has never
given up on its principled policy
towards Africa due to political
and cultural commonalities,
despite the sanctions, pressure,
and disruptions of the West,
and has always maintained
itself alongside the people and
countries of Africa.

During the Iranian calendar
years 1384 and 1385 (March
2005-March 2007), the relations
between Iran and the African
continent increased in terms
of trade. Still, since 1386, the
economic relations between Iran
and Africa have decreased due
to the economic crisis and cruel
sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the
past years, due to the lack
of restoration of economic
relations with Africa, the amount
of trade with the countries of this
continent has remained at the
level of $1.2 billion, but according
to Ghanadzadeh facilitating
the trade route with Africa is
happening now and it is expected

osting 2nd Iran-Africa
trade summit

that the trade figure with this
continent will reach $10 billion in
the next three years.

In fact, good steps have been
taken to use Africa’s capacity, and
Africa can be a suitable market
for Iranian goods, Ghanadzadeh
stated.

Last year, the official referred
to the beginning of the 13th

government’s  measures  to
develop relations with the
African continent and said:

“Over the past [Iranian calendar]
year 1400 (ended on March 20,
2022), a series of measures
have been initiated, which were
resulted in the visit of about 60
African trade delegations, active
presence in the exhibitions of
this continent, the opening of 10
trade centers, and the dispatch
of three commercial attachés.

“As the result of these
measures, Iran’s trade with
Africa experienced a 100-percent
growth from $650 million in the
Iranian year 1399, and also in
the first nine months of the year
1401, Iran-Africa trade was equal
to the total trade of the previous
year, and we also experienced
a growth of about 700 percent
in the export of technical and
engineering services”, he added.

Also as announced by Ruhollah
Latifi, the value of trade between
Iran and Africa rose two percent
in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20).

He put Iran-Africa annual
trade at 2.545 million tons worth
$1.278 billion.

Iran exported 2.452 million
tons of products valued at $1183
billion to 49 African countries
in the past year, showing a
one percent fall, and imported
92,898 tons of goods worth
$95.316 million from 23 African
countries, indicating 59 percent
growth, year on year, according
to Latifi.

Paklstan not to attach importance to U.S. sanctions: FM

Pakistani

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar has pointed to the
importance of President Ebrahim Raisi’s visit
to Pakistan, noting that Islamabad does not
care about the United States sanctions and
will do whatever is in line with its national
interests.

Ishag Dar addressed reporters at
Pakistan’s  parliament, saying that
President Raisi’s trip to Pakistan is of great
importance and that the government in
Islamabad will provide leaders of opposition
factions with the details and achievements
of the visit.

Pointing to the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline
project, the minister said that Islamabad
does not need to conceal the issue, arguing
that the Iranian president’s trip to Pakistan
proves speculations on misunderstanding
between the two governments are
unfounded.

Despite the fact that the gas pipeline has
not been mentioned in the joint statement
of the two countries at the end of President
Raisi’s visit, the main issue is that Islamabad

doesnot giveimportance to the U.S. sanctions
and it will do whatever that is in line with its
national interests.

Earlier, Pakistan’'s Defense Minister
Khawaja Muhammad Asif described President
Raisi’s trip to Islamabad as very important
and successful, underlining that his country
is optimistic about finding a way to go ahead
with the joint gas project with Iran.

The Pakistani defense minister also
emphasized that his country does not give the
slightest importance to foreign opposition to
the Tehran-Islamabad cooperation.

Iran and Pakistan signed eight
memoranda of understanding during the
recent visit by an Iranian delegation headed
by President Raisi.

‘Overcapacity’ in China or fear of China’s rise?

Recently, U.S. politicians and
media have sensationalized
the concept of “overcapacity”
in China, particularly focusing
on the expansion of Chinese
manufacturing in new sectors
like electric vehicles (EVs),
lithium-ion batteries, and solar
panels.

This  narrative  suggests
that Western anxiety about
their competitiveness in these
industries is driving them to
label China’'s growing industries
as overcapacity to hinder their
progress.

What motivations underlie this
theory of overcapacity? And why
is China’s role crucial in these
industries?

Here are the answers from

Senator  Mushahid  Hussain
Sayed, chairman of Pakistan’s
Senate Defense Committee;

Erik Solheim, former chief of the
UN Environment Program and
president of the Green Belt and
Road Institute; Koh King Kee,
president of the Center of New
Inclusive Asia; Chen Xi, founder
of Harbor Overseas; and Aqdas

Afzal, associate professor of
Economics at Habib University.

“There’s a lot of hype in
certain countries, especially the
US. and even certain Western
countries about China's so-
called overcapacity,” said host
Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
chairman of Pakistan’s Senate
Defense Committee, on CGTN'’s
show Global South Voices.

Aqdas Afzal, associate
professor of Economics at Habib
University, Karachi, pointed out
that it is the fear of China’s rise
and the yearning for votes in
the election year that drives the
spreading of “China overcapacity”
hype in the US..

“| think that there is concern
that certain Western nations
have about China’s stellar and
exponential, amazing economic
growth and how to make sense
of that.

And | think the second reason
is political because this is an
election year .. So | think we
cannot really dissociate or
decouple what is going on in
terms of the policy utterances

that are coming from the U.S. and
domestic politics in the US”

Out of geopolitical concerns,
the US. uses multiple means
to suppress China’s growth, the
CHIPS and Science Act being one
of them.

Chen Xi, founder of Harbor
Overseas, believes that the
US. should join the wmarket
competition in China and use
the Chinese supply chain to
collaborate, to provide a better
option to getting to a green
economy and adapt to climate
change globally rather than
fabricating excuses to hinder
China’s development.

A win-win situation could be
achieved should the U.S. find the
appropriate way to cooperate
with China, and this would also
benefit the whole world.

Koh King Kee, president of
the Center of New Inclusive
Asia praised China’s efforts in
developing green technology
and bringing tangible benefits
to those underdeveloped regions
around the world.

He argued that actually the
world needs China in these
industries. China’s rise is an
opportunity for the world. “We
are from the Global South, and
we welcome China producing
(more) cheap goods” He also
warned that actually the real
overcapacity now in the world is
the US. debt and U.S. military.

The US. cannot accept China’s
rise as peers, because the US.
was the sole superpower since
the end of the Cold War.

But China’s rise is unstoppable.
This is the reality that the US.
must accept.

In addition, Norwegian
diplomat Erik Solheim said that
Europe should not blindly follow
the U.S. on every step, especially
when it comes to China.

“With the good will in Europe
and in China, we can go a long
way to make a better world
together”

He also praised China for
“bringing down prices” in
developing countries in terms of
using green technology.



‘American students have been betrayed’

USC professor condemns universities’ dec:s:on to call police on students protesting Gaza war

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - In recent days, Amer-
ican universities have witnessed a
disturbing escalation in the sup-
pression of student activism.

Students who have established
encampments to demand a ceasefire
in Gaza have faced a barrage of neg-
ative consequences, including being
disparaged, expelled, suspended,
physically assaulted, and arrested.
Furthermore, some professors who
have attempted to shield students
from police violence on campuses
have also been subjected to similar
treatment.

To gain a deeper understanding
of this situation, the Tehran Times
reached out to Dr. Jody Armour, a
distinguished Professor of Law at
the University of Southern Califor-
nia. Below is the transcript of an in-
terview with Dr. Armour:

Q: Politicians and school admin-
istrators have been accusing the
students protesting for the rights of
Palestinians of antisemitism. Do you
agree with that notion?

A: Absolutely not. Thatis an untrue
and unjust claim being made against
the students. | have been there
and talked to the students multi-
ple times. Many of them are Jewish,
and there are other students from
all sorts of religious backgrounds. |
myself am Catholic. There is no cor-
relation between being against the
slaughter of children and being an-
ti-Semitic. We should not conflate
anti-Zionism with  antisemitism.
These students are simply against
war, and the antisemitism accu-
sations are made as an attempt to
crack down on them. | think this will
only increase student activism and
motivate these students to stand for
peace.

We spend a lot of time teaching
these students to think freely and
independently, and then we crack
down on them when they put our
teachings into practice. There were
other lies made as well to justify the

repression of the students, such as
“people were assaulted” or “critical
academic buildings were blocked”
Individuals present at the protests
can easily refute these fabrica-
tions. As a witness, | can attest to
the peaceful and respectful con-
duct of the students throughout the
demonstrations.

“We should not
conflate anti-
Zionism with
antisemitism.”

Q: The university has responded
heavy-handedly to students’ pro-
tests by calling in police and taking
additional measures like suspension
or expulsion. Are professors also be-
ing pressured into silence?

A: As a tenured professor, | am
protected from administrative pres-
sure when they don't like something
I say. However, I'd say there is a sub-
tle form of pressure that encourages
faculty members to align with the
administration’s stance.

The primary threat we face does
not emanate directly from the cen-
tral administration but rather from
their decision to deploy police on
campus.

Columbia University’s President
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initiated the practice of inviting po-
lice onto university grounds, which
was subsequently adopted by other

institutions. Notably, universities
such as UCLA have resisted this
trend, with their presidents and ad-
ministrators opting not to summon
these forces. Security personnel
can never enter university premises
without explicit authorization from
the president.

This decision constitutes a be-
trayal not only of faculty members
but, more importantly, of the stu-
dents. Administrators frequently
emphasize the university’s familial
atmosphere and the notion that it
is the students’ home, yet they em-
ploy violent agents to mistreat their
own family members. The university
purports to be “student-centered”
However, when students peacefully
protest the unjust killing of civilians,
they are met with riot police armed
with guns, batons, handcuffs, and
pepper spray.

Under such circumstances, can we
genuinely claim to be providing these
students with an education?

Q: Mainstream media has consis-
tently presented a pro-Israel nar-
rative since the commencement of
the Gaza conflict. Similarly, univer-
sities across the United States have
adopted this stance. Given these
circumstances, how have students

managed to grasp the reality of the
situation in Palestine?

A: Many American universities re-
ceive funding from pro-Israel donors
who perceive any criticism of Israel
as unacceptable. This influences the
governance of these institutions.
That's really the reality of how our
schools are run and we need to ac-
knowledge that.

But despite being exposed solely
to pro-Zionist perspectives within
educational institutions, students
at American universities have devel-
oped independent thinking through
social media platforms, particularly
TikTok and, to a lesser extent, Twit-
ter. These platforms have enabled
younger generations to bypass the
official narrative. That's why U.S. of-
ficials are now attempting to ban
TikTok. They seek to restrict young
people’s access to alternative sourc-
es of information.

Q: As a renowned advocate for ra-
cial justice, do you observe any par-
allels between the ongoing protests
on American university campuses
and previous movements to uphold
the rights of African Americans?

A: Many of the students partici-
pating in these pro-Palestine pro-
tests were between the ages of 10
and 13 when the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement gained momentum.
These young individuals witnessed
firsthand the importance of chal-
lenging authorities in the face of
systematic oppression and violence
against marginalized groups. During
the BLM movement, African Amer-
icans were the marginalized group,
while in this instance, it is the Pal-
estinians. Once again, protesters
seeking justice are met with a harsh
police response.

Historically, advocates for racial
justice have also endeavored to ex-
tend their perjuangan to address
war. Martin Luther King publicly
spoke of the Vietnam War and advo-
cated for its cessation.

Sympathizing with grieving Gazans is synonymous with

From page 1 » Regarding the approach of police
against students and other protestors, the United
States and other self-proclaimed defenders of de-
mocracy can no longer lecture other countries about
the right to peaceful protest, human rights, and
freedom of opinion in other countries.

The brutality of Israel in Gaza has shocked the
students and other classes of society alike. How-
ever, students are showing more sensitivity and
anger to this savagery. Comparatively, Israel has
so farkilled about 30 people in Gaza in response to
every person killed in the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.

However, the protestors are accused of “an-
ti-Semitism” while a considerable number of the
protestors are Jews. The Western decision-mak-
ers, who are subservient to Israel, are using
charges of anti-Semitism against anybody who
opposes Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian
lands let alone those who are chanting slogans,
carrying placards, and launching encampment
protests at campuses condemning Israel’s geno-

anti-Semitism!
cide in Gaza.

Contrary to claims of anti-Semitism, students
are calling for a ceasefire, asking their universities
and colleges to stop doing business with Israel
or any companies that support Israel in its ongo-
ing war in the coastal enclave, cease funding the
regime’s war machine, and avoid complicity in this
genocide.

However, it is a scandal for the Western liberal
democracy that such demands lead to the arrest,
suspension, and threats against students.

Even some hawkish Congress persons have
signed a letter calling on the administration to
carry out criminal prosecutions and deportations
for participants in the protests. House Speaker
Mike Johnson has also accused protesters of in-
timidating and threatening Jewish students and
suggested withholding funding to universities
that allow pro-Palestinian protests.

If these lawmakers had held posts in Israel,
they would have acted like Benjamin Netanyahu,

[tamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich and made
statements like Amichai Eliyahu, who proposed
dropping a nuclear bomb on the Gaza Strip.

Feeling badly annoyed, disappointed, and iso-
lated by the spreading student protests in lead-
ing universities in the West, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has likened the protests to
those that preceded the Nazi Germany.

Finding no justification for his regime’s horrific
crimes in Gaza, Netanyahu resorts to the slander
of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust event. Such
remarks are deceitful, disgusting, and at the same
time laughable.

It is Netanyahu and his extreme-right cabinet
that have created a Holocaust for 2.3 million cit-
izens in the concentration camp of Gaza.

Now, the pro-Israel leaders in the West feel
embarrassed and confused and the war criminals
in Israel tremble in fear as student protests have
spread to Sorbonne University, the Paris Institute
of Political Studies, and the University of Sydney.

Netanyahu gripped by fear of potential arrest

Israeli PM is attempting to downplay possible ICC warrants over Gaza war

From page 1 » The news channel said the ICC
may hand down the rulings at the end of next
month.

The TV outlet confirmed that Netanyahu has
called on British and German foreign ministers
during their visit to Israel to intervene to prevent
the issuance of arrest warrants.

Despite having butterflies in his stomach, the
Israeli premier has attempted to play down the
possibility of issuing the arrest warrants.

“Under my leadership, Israel will never accept
any attempt by the International Criminal Court in
The Hague to undermine its basic right to defend
itself” Netanyahu said.

He added, “While decisions made by the court in
The Hague will not affect Israel’s actions, they will
set a dangerous precedent that threatens soldiers
and public figures.”

Israel launched war on Gaza soon after Hamas
carried out a surprise military operation in south-
ern Israel on October 7.

Over the near seven-month period, Israel has
killed more than 34,000 Palestinians and injured
more than 77,000 others in ground, air and sea
offensive.

The onslaught has displaced most of Gaza’s 2.3
million people and created a humanitarian crisis.

The Netanyahu regime stands accused of com-
mitting war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide in Gaza.

UN experts have also accused Israel of “inten-
tionally starving the Palestinian people” in Gaza as
the regime has largely restricted the entry of food,
water, medicines, fuel and other essentials since
the war erupted.

Nonetheless, Netanyahu calls the brutal war on
Gaza “self-defense”

Netanyahu has vowed to continue the war until
“total victory” over Hamas, although the premier
and his Western supporters are completely sure
that the regime will not be able to eliminate the
resistance group.

Despite that, Netanyahu seeks to prolong the
war and has vowed to launch a ground incursion
into Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah where
more than half of the territory’s population have
sought refuge.

The United Nations and international aid groups
have warned about the humanitarian consequenc-
es of a ground assault in Rafah.

Netanyahu who is under fire for failing to pre-
vent the October 7 attack, believes that the contin-
uation of the war will provide him a lifeline.

Currently, Israel remains accused of committing
genocide in a case brought by South Africa at the
International Court of Justice. Israel has ignored
an ICJ ruling which demanded in late January that
the regime take all possible measures to prevent
genocidal acts. The ICJ verdict has failed to put a
halt to Israel’s deadly strikes against Palestinians
in Gaza.

But the ICJ case is separate from the ICC inves-
tigation.

Israel is not an ICC member and does not recog-
nize its jurisdiction, but the Palestinian territories
were admitted as a member state in 2015.

In October, ICC Chief Prosecutor Karim Khan said
the court had jurisdiction over any potential war
crimes that Israel has perpetrated in Gaza.

The issuance of arrest warrants against Ne-
tanyahu and Israeli officials who are complicit
in the massacre of Palestinians in Gaza could be
a blow to the regime which does not scruple to
slaughter civilians including women and children.
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London protesters:
Stop Gaza genocide

Pro-Palestinian  demonstrators  have
marched through central London calling for
an end to Israel’s genocide in Gaza and an
immediate ceasefire.

The march in the UK capital, organized by
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC),
started in Parliament Square, passed through
Whitehall and ended in Hyde Park.

In a statement issued by the PSC regarding
the protests, it said: “We are preparing to
march in London in our hundreds of thousands
to urge our government and institutions to
end their complicity in Israel's genocide in
Gaza”

Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was
among the protesters.

Swedes call for
boycotting Israel

People marched through the streets of
the Swedish city of Gothenburg to express
support for Palestinians and call for an
immediate ceasefire in Gaza.

The protesters carried Palestinian flags
and keffiyehs, holding up banners stating
slogans such as “Free Palestine”, “Boycott
Israel”, and “Ceasefire now”.

Hamas reviewing
ceasefire proposal

Hamas said Saturday it was reviewing a
new Israeli proposal for a ceasefire in Gaza.

Senior Hamas official Khalil al-Hayya
said the Palestinian resistance group was
evaluating Israel's proposal, and “upon
completion of its study, it will submit its
response.”

He gave no details of Israel’s offer but said
it was in response to a proposal from Hamas
two weeks ago, the Guardian reported.

Hamas' statement came hours after
ahigh-level Egyptian delegation wrapped
up a visit to Israel where it discussed a “new
vision” for a prolonged ceasefire in Gaza,
according to an Egyptian official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity to freely discuss
the developments.

Hamas said Friday it is open to any “ideas
or suggestions” that take into consideration
the needs of the Palestinian people such as an
end to Israel’s attacks on Gaza, the return of
displaced people to their homes and an Israeli
withdrawal.

The Palestinian group has said it will not
back down from its demands for a permanent
ceasefire and full withdrawal of Israeli troops,
both of which Israel has rejected.

UN ends UNRWA
probe

UN investigators examining Israeli
accusations against 19 staff from the UN
Palestinian refugee agency UNRWA for
allegedly taking part in the October 7 Hamas
attacks on Israel have closed one case due to
a lack of evidence from Israel and suspended
four more, UN spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said.

He said the inquiry by the Office for Internal
Oversight Services (OIOS) continues into the
remaining cases, the Times of Israel reported.

After an initial 12 cases were raised by
Israel in late January, a further seven cases
were brought to the attention of the United
Nations in March and April, Dujarric said.

.

In the closed case, Dujarric said “no
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evidence was provided by Israel to support
the allegations against the staff member”
and that the UN is “exploring corrective
administrative action to be taken in that
person’s case.”

UNRWA provides education, health, and aid
to millions of Palestinians in Gaza, the West
Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria.

UN official: It could
take 14 years to
clear rubble from
Gaza

The extensive amount of rubble left by
Israel’s devastating war in the Gaza Strip
could take about 14 years to remove, a UN
official said.

Pehr Lodhammar, an official with the United
Nations Mine Action Service, told a briefing in
Geneva that the war had left an estimated 37
million tons of debris in the densely populated
territory, Anadolu reported.

According to the media office in Gaza, Israeli
attacks have destroyed as many as 70,000
houses, and damaged 290,000 others,
rendering them uninhabitable. The structures
hit also include government buildings,
hospitals, schools, mosques, churches, and
historical sites.

Israel has been pounding the Gaza Strip
since October 7.

Besides killing more than 34,000
Palestinians since then, the Israeli military
campaign has turned much of the enclave
of 2.3 million people into ruins, leaving most
civilians homeless, hungry, and at risk of
disease.

Pentagon to ‘rush’
Patriot missiles
to Ukraine in 6S$bn
package

The Pentagon says it will “rush” Patriot air
defense missiles and artillery ammunition
to Ukraine as part of its new military aid
package.

However, Patriot systems for launching the
missiles will not be sent, Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said, BBC reported.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
said Patriots were “urgently” needed to face
a growing Russian air threat and “can and
should save lives right now”.

The Patriots are the most capable and
expensive air defense systems that Ukraine
has. Each Patriot battery costs around $1bn
(£800m), and each missile costs nearly $4m.

Lebanon moves
towards accepting
ICC jurisdiction

Lebanon has moved towards accepting the
International Criminal Court’s jurisdiction to
prosecute violations on Lebanese territory
since October, in what Human Rights Watch
said on Saturday was a “landmark step”
towards justice for war crimes.

Lebanon has accused Israel of repeatedly
violating its sovereignty and committing
breaches of international law over the last
six months, during which the Israeli military
and the Lebanese Hezbollah resistance
movement have traded fire across Lebanon’s
southern border, Reuters reported.

That cross-border shelling has killed at
least 70 civilians, including children, rescue
workers and journalists,among them Reuters
visuals reporter Issam Abdallah, who was
killed by an Israeli tank on Oct. 13, a Reuters
investigation found.

Lebanon’s caretaker cabinet voted on
Friday to instruct the foreign affairs ministry
to file a declaration with the ICC accepting
the court’s jurisdiction to investigate and
prosecute crimes committed on Lebanese
territory since Oct. 7.
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Isfahan dig unearth relics dating from
early Islamic to Qajar eras

TEHRAN - In a recent excavation, a team of
Iranian archaeologists has unearthed an array
of ruins and relics in Isfahan estimated to date
from the early Islamic era to the Qajar epoch.

The project, led by archaeologist Ali Shojaei
Isfahani, was conducted on the Kamar-Zarrin
passageway after a routine urban project re-
vealed signs of an ancient site.

According to the archaeologist, the site’s
location near the UNESCO-registered Jameh
Mosque of Isfahan adds extra charm to its cul-
tural heritage.

Kamar-Zarrin has long been earmarked for
development projects, part of the city’s efforts
to expand commercial centers while preserving
its rich cultural heritage. However, beneath the
surface, archaeologists have unearthed arti-
facts that offer glimpses into the city’s storied
past.

? The first archaeological season has just
come to an end after the site underwent laser
scanning and a special mapping project.

“The first phase of excavation was fruitful,
with significant findings ranging from the [ear-
ly] Islamic era to the Qajar period,” Shojaei said.

“However, much remains to be uncovered,
and we are now preparing for the next phase of
excavation”

He said that among the notable discoveries
are remnants of ancient kilns used for pottery
making, including a remarkably preserved fur-
nace that has not been found elsewhere in Is-
fahan.

Shojaei emphasized the importance of these
findings, highlighting the significance of the
Kamar-Zarrin area in the city’s historical land-
scape.

“We have not encountered such ancient ar-
tifacts of this scale in other historical sites [of
the city] before, indicating the importance of
this area,” Shojaei noted.

“Every inch of this region holds cultural
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treasures, especially given its proximity to the
Jameh Mosque, a pivotal landmark in Isfahan’s
history.”

“While we delve deeper into Isfahan’s past,
we must also confront the realities of modern-
ization and urbanization,” Shojaei noted.

Moreover, the archaeologist voiced concern
over the fate of Isfahan’s cultural heritage in
the face of new constructions.

“Recent construction activities pose a threat
to our cultural heritage, raising questions about
the preservation of our city’s history.”

The ancient city of Isfahan is celebrated not
only for its magnificent historical monuments
but also for the life-giving presence of the
Zayandeh-Rood River, which has long graced
the city with its original beauty and fertility.

Isfahan has earned the enduring moniker of
Nesf-e-Jahan, translating to “half the world,”
signifying that to behold it is to behold half the
world. During its zenith, it stood as one of the
largest cities in the region, boasting a popula-
tion of nearly one million.

The serene azure tiles adorning Isfahan’s
Islamic edifices, coupled with the city’s gran-
diose bridges, provide a striking juxtaposition
against the arid expanse of the surrounding
Iranian countryside. At the heart of the city lies
the vast Imam Square, renowned as Naghsh-e
Jahan Square, meaning “Image of the World,’
a monumental testament to urban planning.
Constructed in the early 17th century, this UN-
ESCO-recognized square spans an impressive
500 meters by 160 meters and hosts some of
the most captivating sights in Isfahan.

Venice becomes first city in the world to
charge day trippers a tourist fee to enter

On Thursday, Venice, Italy became the first
city in the world tocharge day tourists a
fee just to visit its historic canals and other at-
tractions on peak days.

The measure is designed to counter
over-tourism and mitigate the deleterious
impact large crowds can have on some of the
city’s fragile sites, while also persuading some
tourists to visit during less busy times of the
year.

The roughly $5.37 fee only applies on 29 days
that are deemed to be the busiest between
April 25, a holiday in Italy, and July 14, in a trial
phase of the reservation-and-fee system.

Iran in frames

Most people entering the city must regis-
ter and obtain a QR code, or a ticket for visi-
tors without smartphones, but some tourists
are exempt from paying the fee. For instance,
visitors who spend the night in a hotel or Airb-
nb-style accommodation are not subject to the
nominal tourist fee. Likewise, residents, people
born in Venice, people visiting relatives who are
residents, workers, students and visitors un-
der the age of 14 do not have to pay either.

There is no cap on the number of tourists
who may reserve a visit on a given day.

(Source: CBS News)

Aview of Agha Bozorg Mosque and madrasa in Kashan. The mosque’s decoration
is largely café au lait brickwork with light blue and brown geometric tiles, but some
of the patterned tiles are fabulous.

TEHRAN - Khuzestan has
played host to a meeting aimed
to discuss the future of tour-
ism and heritage conservation
across the southwestern lranian
province.

Attendees included Ali Asghar
Shalbafian, the tourism depu-
ty minister, local officials, and
experts along with several key
tourism stakeholders from var-
ious sectors, CHTN reported on
Wednesday.

In his opening remarks, Shal-
bafian emphasized the historical
richness of Khuzestan, pointing
out that every corner of the prov-
ince holds potential for cultural
heritage tourism.

«Our main focus is on intangi-
ble cultural heritage,» Shalbafian
stated. “The ministry is actively
working to capitalize on these
untapped resources aimed at
preserving and promoting the
province»s cultural identity.”

The deputy minister also high-
lighted the diverse cultural land-
scape of Khuzestan, which he
described as a province with vast
multicultural capacities.

Shalbafian underscored the
importance of training and spe-
cialization programs with an eye
toward empowering local res-
idents and enhancing their ex-
pertise, particularly in the tour-
ism sector.

The discussion between offi-

cials and tourism activists also
addressed the need for contin-
uous improvement of tourism
infrastructure and professional
capacities provincewide.

Moreover, Shalbafian proposed
that specialized workshops and
collaboration groups with active
stakeholders are essential for
understanding and adapting to
changes in the tourism industry.

Future plans feature the is-
suance of necessary permits for
various tourism and sports ac-
tivities, such as hot air balloon-
ing, within the next two months,
leveraging authorizations grant-
ed by the government, according
to the deputy minister.

Shalbafian also mentioned a
government decree obtained
under the seventh development
plan, which will facilitate the im-
port of vehicles, including vans,

to alleviate transportation is-
sues in various provinces, includ-
ing Khuzestan.

“In an effort to enhance eco-
nomic ties and support local ar-
tisans,” the deputy chief further
noted. “A pilot project has been
initiated in Khuzestan to devel-
op marketing activities target-
ing regional countries, especially
Iraq”

The meeting concluded with
input from Soosan Jahromi, the
head of Khuzestanss Tour Guide
Association, Taher Sobhani and
Sajedeh Kordestan-Nezhadi,
chair and secretary of the Trav-
el Services and Tourism Offices
Association in Khuzestan, who
presented their proposals and
ideas for advancing the regionss
tourism industry.

Khuzestan province, situated
in the southwestern part of Iran,

' Khuzestan meeting explores
tourism prospects

is a region steeped in history and
culture, with a remarkable diver-
sity of attractions that appeal to
various tourists.

This area is one of the oldest
continuously inhabited places on
Earth, and its historical signifi-
cance is highlighted by its con-
tribution to the development of
the ancient Elamite civilization,
which dates back to approxi-
mately 2700 BC.

The province is particularly
renowned for its archaeological
sites. Susa, one of the oldest cit-
ies in the world, provides invalu-
able insight into ancient human
civilization.

The ziggurat of Chogha Zanbil,
a UNESCO World Heritage site,
is another must-visit, offering a
unique glimpse into the religious
practices of the Elamites.

Khuzestan is also famous for
its rich tapestry of cultures. This
multiculturalism is reflected in
the local cuisine, traditional mu-
sic and crafts, making it a vibrant
place for cultural tourism.

In conclusion, Khuzestan prov-
ince offers a profound journey
through time, showcasing an ar-
ray of historical monuments and
vibrant cultural expressions, set
against a backdrop of stunning
natural beauty. It remains a gem
for those interested in exploring
the depths of human history in-
tertwined with the richness of
nature.

Exhibit highlights efforts to revitalize Isfahan’s Jolfa

TEHRAN - A photo exhibition highlighting
efforts to revitalize Isfahan’s [New] Jolfa is
currently underway in the ancient Iranian city.

The opening ceremony was attended by
Seyyed Mohammad Beheshti Shirazi, a mem-
ber of the Supreme Council of Cultural Her-
itage and Tourism, along with several other
heritage experts and travel insiders, ISNA
reported.

Addressing the event, Beheshti Shirazi
honored efforts by photographer Ahmad
Montazer whose selection of works put on
show at the eight-day event.

He then raised a question: why the work
of photographers is valuable, and then an-
swered: “Two things are clear to reason; see-
ing at the right time and not seeing at the
right time; and that is what photographers

do. They help us not to see what should not
be seen and to see what should be seen...”

Referring to the exhibition named “Half a
Century of Efforts to Revitalize Isfahan’s Jol-
fa”, Beheshti said: “This exhibition is a good
warning for us to act smarter””

“The [New] Jolfa neighborhood, with over
400 years of history, stands as one of the
most significant historical and cultural cen-
ters in southern Isfahan. The quarter dates
from the time of Shah Abbas I, who trans-
ported a colony of Christians from the town
of Jolfa (now on Iran’s northern border) en
masse, and named the village ‘New Jolfa

Shah Abbas sought their skills as mer-
chants, entrepreneurs, and artists, and he
ensured that their religious freedom was re-
spected - albeit at a distance from the city’s

Islamic center. At one time, over 42,000 Ar-
menian Christians reportedly lived there.

Isfahan was once a crossroads of interna-
tional trade and diplomacy in Iran, and now
it is one of Iran’s top tourist destinations for
good reasons. The ancient city is filled with
many architectural wonders, such as un-
matched Islamic buildings, bazaars, muse-
ums, Persian gardens, and tree-lined boule-
vards. It’s a city for walking, getting lost in its
mazing bazaars, dozing in beautiful gardens,
and meeting people.

The city has long been nicknamed as
Nesf-e-Jahan, which is translated into “half
the world”, meaning seeing it is relevant to
see half the world. In its heyday, it was also
one of the largest cities in the region, with a
population of nearly one million.

Stone tools discovered in northern region of Persian Gulf

TEHRAN - The National Mu-
seum of Iran has announced the
discovery of stone tools dating
back hundreds of thousands of
years in a region situated north
of the Persian Gulf.

In collaboration with the pro-
vincial office of the Cultural Her-
itage of Hormozgan province,
archaeologists found these tools
in the Dehtal area, providing evi-
dence of early human habitation
during the Lower Paleolithic pe-
riod.

Fereidoun Biglari, the senior
researcher on the project, high-

lighted the presence of suitable
stone raw material, seasonal
springs, and streams that likely
attracted early humans to the
area.

Upon analyzing the tools
found, Biglari noted their resem-
blance to the Acheulean culture,
as evidenced by the bifaces and
large flakes discovered at the
site.

The researcher emphasized
that the study of these ancient
tools presents a unique oppor-
tunity to acquire additional in-
sights into the early stone tool

technologies employed by “our
ancestors”.

Archaeologists can use this
finding to fill gaps in their knowl-
edge of the distribution range of
the Acheulean culture during the
Lower Paleolithic period, a mu-
seum official told Tehran Times
on Saturday.

“Such archaeological discov-
eries not only enrich our under-
standing of the past but also
highlight the technological ad-
vancements made by early hu-
mans during that ancient era.”

One of these remarkable stone
tools, currently on display at the
Paleolithic gallery of the Iran
Bastan Museum within the Na-
tional Museum of Iran, serves
as a testament to the extensive
history and cultural heritage of
the region.

ISCARSAH delegation tours Natanz historical sites

TEHRAN - Isfahan’s Natanz county has
welcomed a team of experts from the Inter-
national Scientific Committee on the Analysis
and Restoration of Structures of Architectur-
al Heritage.

On Friday, a provincial official in charge of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
revealed that the team traveled to Natanz
aiming to pay visits to prominent historical
buildings.

Detailing the visitation, Hossein Yazdan-
mehr outlined that the one-day visit had
stopovers at the Jameh Mosque of Natanz
and a Sassanid-era fire temple, to name a
few.

“Getting to know the fundamental resto-
ration method of the Sassanid Fire Temple is
one of the major accomplishments coming
from the ISCARSAH visit,” Yazdanmehr noted,

“which has been lauded and verified by the
group.”

The official also pointed to Sheikh Abdul
Samad’s tomb as another stop during the
visit.

“After hearing the specialized techniques
used for restoration and preserving methods
within the historical site,” the official further
explained. “The supervisor of the ISCARSAH
team advocated that Iran’s experiences in the
conservation of these unique monuments be
shared globally through the committee.”

Yazdanmehr also noted suggestions from
the ISCARSAH group regarding the conserva-
tion of a unique inscription under the dome
dating back over a thousand years to the late
Daylamites and Buyid era, which has been re-
vealed through recent restorations.

The group has recommended further stud-

ies and special conservation measures for
this inscription, which are soon to be initiated
by the Isfahan Provincial Department of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, the
chief added.

“The experts expressed interest in ac-
quiring more detailed information about the
restoration of the Natanz Jameh Mosque,
Yazdanmehr added. “Prompting arrange-
ments for providing additional data to the
international group will be made soon”

The International Scientific Committee
on the Analysis and Restoration of Struc-
tures of Architectural Heritage (ISCARSAH)
was founded by the International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1996 as
a forum and scientific network of engineers,
architects and scientists dealing with the
structural dimensions of monuments and
historical constructions.



Building our common future
with innovation and creativity

By Maryam Tavassoli

TEHRAN -To build a common
future for everyone and achieve
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), we must seek in-
novative solutions that benefit
all members of society.

Since 2000, April 26 has
been observed as World IP Day
the World Intellectual Proper-
ty Organization (WIPO) holds a
variety of events and activities
to raise people’s awareness
and understanding of the im-
portant role that IP rights play
in promoting innovations, ISNA
reported.

Every vyear, considering the
significant issues of the day, a
key theme is selected to com-
memorate the event.

The significance of celebrating
World Intellectual Property Day
2024 lies in highlighting the im-
portance of intellectual property
protection and to promote the
role of IP in fostering innovation
and creativity.

Celebrated under the theme of
‘IP and SDGs: Building our com-
mon future with innovation and
creativity, the day underscores
the opportunity to discover how
intellectual property manage-
ment encourages and promotes
creative, technological, and inno-
vative solutions that are critical

for building a common future
and addressing diverse chal-
lenges.

It also stresses the need to
utilize all available tools, espe-
cially innovation and intellectual
property to achieve a sustainable
future for everyone worldwide.

This year, the Innovation and
Prosperity Fund will support the
celebration of the day on Sunday,
April 28; it will be hosted by the
University of Science and Culture
in Tehran.

Different organizations includ-
ing the ministry of cultural her-
itage, technological parks, Med-
ical Science University of Iran,
and the Research and Creative
Technology Fund, will participate
in the event.

The policy-making and re-

sponsible institutions, along
with key stakeholders across
the country, have decided to
boost synergy with the private
sector via positive interactions
to create a balanced, effective,
and inclusive intellectual prop-
erty system that takes into ac-
count the rights of creators and
public interests.

Significance of World IP Day

World Intellectual Property
Day serves as a powerful plat-
form to raise public awareness
and educate the public about dif-
ferent types of IP and their im-
portance in everyday life.

It celebrates  innovation
and creativity and showcases
groundbreaking inventions, cre-

ative expressions, and success-
ful entrepreneurship ventures
that leverage IP.

The day also promotes global
cooperation. It encourages col-
laboration among governments,
businesses, academics, and indi-
viduals to harness the power of
IP for global development.

Inspire future genera-
tions: Motivate young people to
embrace innovation and creativ-
ity, and explore careers related
to IP.

SDGs

In 2015, the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development was
adopted by all member states of
the United Nations, with the aim
of providing a shared blueprint
for peace and prosperity for peo-
ple and the planet, now and into
the future.

At the heart of the 2030 Agen-
da are the 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), which con-
cern, among others, the themes
of poverty-fighting, good health,
and well-being, reducing equal-
ities, sustainable economic
growth, responsible consump-
tion and production, affordable
energy, climate change, conser-
vation of marine resources, and
protection of terrestrial ecosys-
tems.

Astronomy week to highlight Persian astronomy,
solidarity, interaction

TEHRAN - The national astronomy week
will be overserved this year from May 13 to 19
with the theme of ‘Persian astronomy, soli-
darity, and interaction’

The Astronomical Society of Iran has des-
ignated specific themes for each day of the
week, ISNA reported.

Monday, May 13: Astronomy as a guide to
life

Tuesday, May 14: Astronomy, honoring the
Earth and preserving the dark sky

Wednesday, May 15: Astronomy and artifi-
cial intelligence (Al)

Thursday, May 16: Astronomy, citizen sci-
ence, and the role of academics

Friday, May 17: Astronomy and Iranian sci-
entists (on the occasion of commemorating
Khayyam)

Saturday, May 18: Astronomy Beyond Bor-
ders

Sunday, May 19: Persian astronomy, soli-
darity and interaction

During Astronomy Week, various amateur
astronomy groups will hold different pro-
grams to promote astronomy and familiarize
people with this science both virtually and in
person. The groups will share their findings
with the Astronomical Society of Iran.

The event helps highlight ways the general

Iran gets ready for two-week

public can get involved with astronomy, and
have their questions about astronomy an-
swered. people can get familiar with these
sciences.

The International Astronomy Dat is held
with the aim of promoting science in the
world. Holding the event acts as a conduit to
bring astronomy closer to the people.

Another main objective is to promote sci-
ence and make people interested in astrono-
my. There will be day and night observations,
webinars and scientific conferences, and pa-
vilions that provide educational and scientific
services to the people.

International Astronomy Day serves as an
avenue for astronomy enthusiasts and pro-
fessionals to share their knowledge and love
of outer space with the general public.

It is also a way for everyone interested in
space to explore their passion and increase
their knowledge.

Lack of infrastructure development hin-
ders scientific development. There is usually
no or weak infrastructure for the develop-
ment of astronomy in different cities of Iran.

And even when such infrastructures exist,
they are not accessible to the people to take
advantage of them.

Astronomy Day was started in 1973 by
Doug Berger, the president of the Astronomi-

ENGLISH IN USE

coronavirus closure

The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control will implement

aplan, according to which all occupations, except for emergency ser-
vices and basic food suppliers, will be closed for two weeks in more

than 100 cities in an attempt to curb the coronavirus.

Alireza Reisi, a spokesman for the Headquarters, said that “the

plan will go into effect on November 21”

The plan divides cities into three levels of alert, according to which,
if a city is in a state of high alert, all other occupations will be closed,
except for the most essential jobs, which are related to the provision

of basic necessities, security, and health.

Deputy health minister Iraj Harirchi has predicted that the
COVID-19 death toll would double in the next two weeks.

“Unfortunately, daily deaths reached over 450 in the past 10 days,
and an upward trend in infection, hospitalization, and death is pre-

dicted,” he lamented.

cal Association of Northern California.

His intent was to set up various telescopes
in busy urban locations so that passersby
could enjoy views of the heavens. Since then,
the event has expanded and is now spon-
sored by a number of organizations associat-
ed with astronomy.

In 2007, an autumn Astronomy Day was
added. It was scheduled to occur on a Satur-
day between mid-September and mid-Octo-
ber so as to be on or close to the first quarter
Moon.

This holiday is a bit unusual in that it oc-
curs twice a year on a Saturday, both be-
tween mid-April and mid-May and between
mid-September and mid-October. Each year
the dates are as close as possible to the first
quarter moon of the two seasons.

The spring event in 2024 will be held on the
18th of May, and then the autumn event will
happen on the 12th of October.
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Platform exclusive for Al

to be launched: VP

TEHRAN -The Vice President for Science, Tech-
nology, and Knowledge-Based Economy has an-
nounced that an exclusive artificial intelligence
(AI) platform will be launched in the country in the
near future.

“As planned, the artificial intelligence platform
will offer three main services, namely a large pro-
cessing farm, the size and dimension of which is
under discussion; a large data center to generate
data, as well as a large oral and photo library,’
IRNA quoted Rouhollah Dehgani-Firouzabadi as
saying.

In line with the main responsibility of the Vice
Presidency for Science, Technology, and Knowl-
edge-Based Economy, which is fostering tech-
nological growth, the artificial intelligence de-
velopment headquarters of the vice presidency
aims to help universities, researchers, and know!-
edge-based companies develop technologies and
apply artificial intelligence using Al platforms.

An Al ecosystem is projected to kick off in the
country in the current Iranian year, ending March
2025, Dehgani-Firouzabadi said. “We will obtain hun-
dreds of graphic processing units (GPUs),” he added.

The official stressed that after hours of con-
sultation with experts in artificial intelligence
and networks, “we came to the conclusion that a
national center of artificial intelligence is needed
in the country to carry out major tasks including
supervision and regulation as well as the develop-
ment of big infrastructure projects.”

Moreover, there should be a council comprised
of a leader and board of trustees to observe the
center; he added.

Dehgani-Firouzabadi stated that the National
Center for Artificial Intelligence was established in
the last month of the past Iranian calendar year
(March 2023 - March 2024), and its chairman-
ship was issued by President Ebrahim Raisi and
the members of the steering council of the center
were also introduced.

He went on to say that, efforts are underway
to finalize the statutes of the National Center for
Artificial Intelligence in the Supreme Council of
Cultural Revolution.

Holding various meetings with influential par-
ties in the field of artificial intelligence such as dif-
ferent investors, government organizations, and
funds, the research and technology development
fund for artificial intelligence was also approved
to be established, Dehqgani-Firouzabadi further
noted.

The fund is planned to start its activities with
100 trillion rials ( almost $182 million) which will
be mainly provided by the National Development
Fund. The fund will support the launch of the Al
platform as its initial step.

Developing Al infrastructure

By allocating 50 trillion rials (some $100 mil-
lion), the public and the private sector will develop
the infrastructure for artificial intelligence opera-
tors in the current year.

The importance of artificial intelligence cannot

be denied. However, it's hard to keep pace with the
rapid [global] growth in the area, Dehgani-Firouz-
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festival

Ardabil hss nomadic migration

abadi said in February, IRNA reported.

He made the remarks while attending the first
meeting of the national steering committee’s
working group on artificial intelligence.

The main objective behind founding the nation-
al steering committee is to promote and develop
Al'in the country with the help of both the private
sector and the public sector, he added.

Dehgani-Firouzabadi went on to say that the
national committee is not seeking to hold a share
in management. It aims to facilitate and coor-
dinate the development of Al by developing a
streamlined, dynamic, and synergetic structure.
It also endeavors to pave the way for individuals
to participate in the development of artificial in-
telligence.

On December 3, 2023, President Ebrahim Raisi
issued an executive order for the establishment of
the ‘National Steering Committee and the National
Artificial Intelligence (Al) Center’.

Creating a complete and stable chain of ideas to
market in Al, benefiting from Al for the econom-
ic progress of the country, planning to achieve a
leading and sustainable position among the coun-
tries of the world, as well as identifying and nur-
turing talents in the field of Al are among the most
important tasks of the national Al center.

Plans to develop Al

The Vice Presidency has prepared three com-
prehensive plans to develop artificial intelligence
in different sectors, Firouzabadi said in July 2023.

Currently, artificial intelligence is the priority for
the development of technology and is pursued with
three programs, IRNA quoted Firouzabadi as saying

Artificial intelligence is a comprehensive tech-
nology and affects all other areas of technology,
he highlighted.

“The plans in the field of artificial intelligence
include scientific development programs that are
mostly pursued in universities. The second plan is
technology development programs that are pur-
sued in companies that work in the field of artifi-
cial intelligence. And the third plan is the creation
of a national technology hub in the field of artifi-
cial intelligence”

Iran to become a leading country in Al

In January 2022, Shahram Moein, head of the
innovation and development center of artificial in-
telligence at the Research Institute of Information
and Communication Technology, said, “Iran will be
placed among the top 10 countries in artificial in-
telligence (Al) by 2032 based on the national doc-
ument on artificial intelligence strategy.”

The study of the national artificial intelligence
development roadmap started two years ago at
the Research Institute of Information and Com-
munication Technology and was officially com-
pleted by the end of November 2021.

“To draft this document, strategic documents
of 23 countries in the field of artificial intelligence
were evaluated so that areas such as environ-
ment, health, transportation, online education,
energy, robotics, industry, agriculture, and securi-
ty development are among the priority areas of Al.

The second international festival of the Shahsavan tribe’s nomadic migration was held
from April 26-27 in the northwestern province of Ardabil.

The daily life of nomads and their wedding ceremonies, and holding various competitions
were among the programs performed during the event.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The welfare of countries depends on the judgment and management of
governments. If governments are honest and wise in judgment, good
fortune follows; if not, it will turn away and go.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:02

Evening: 19:08 Dawn: 3:42 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:14 (tomorrow)

Two Iranian video games among finalists
of MENA Games Industry Awards

TEHRAN-Two Iranian video games are among
the finalists of the MENA Games Industry Awards
2024,

“Fake Emperors” from Pershaland Studio and
“Mafioso: Godfather of Mafia City” from Paeezan
Studio are the two Iranian games nominated for
this year’s edition of the event, Mehr reported.

The shortlist is being voted on by a judging
panel made up of more than 80 industry experts
and the winners will be revealed on May 2, as part
of the Dubai GameExpo Summit 2024.

“Fake Emperors” and “Mafioso” will compete
for awards at the MENA Game of the Year and the
Best Arabic Localization Award, respectively.

Other than “Fake Emperors,” there are 11 more
nominees in the Game of the Year category, such
as “DC Heroes & Villains” and “West Hunt”.

Developed by animator and game developer
Mehrdad Rezai, the PC and mobile game “Mafioso”
is competing with seven other games in the Best
Arabic Localization category including “Assassin’s
Creed: Mirage” “EA Sports FC 24 “Hogwarts
Legacy,” “Resident Evil 4",

MENA Game of the Year award recognizes the
finest game experience released last year based
on creativity, play mechanics, technological,
artistic,c and aural achievement, innovation,
audience engagement, and both critical and
commercial success.

The Best Arabic Localization Awards recognize
studios that have supported games last year in
the areas of localization, ensuring that both new
releases and updates go live with as few hiccups
as possible, and are localized appropriately for the
target MENA market.

“Fake Emperors” is a challenging but fun point-
and-click adventure game with more than six
heroes that players can switch between, more
than 8,000 hand-drawn animated frames, and
many cut-scene animations.

A comic story in a classic animation style, it is
about Morris whose detective mission is to fetch a
fabulous diamond from the Ghost Palace.

It has so far won several awards including Best
Adventure Game and Best Artistic Achievement
at the 9th Fajr Game Festival 2024, where it also

finished runner-up in the category of Best Game
of the Year. Moreover, it was the winner of Best PC
Game, People’s Choice Award for the Best Trailer,
and People’s Choice Award for Best Game at the
GCG Iranian Game Festival 2024. In 2023, the game
was a nominee for the Best Game at the Tokyo
Game Show in Japan.

Its latest achievement was winning the
Best Mobile/Tablet Game award at the Game
Development Awards, Game Connection America
2024, in March.

“Mafioso: Godfather of Mafia City” is a
multiplayer turn-based strategy game, narrating
a course of events when Mafia groups seized the
control of different city districts.

In the game, players can select three characters
from a pool of heroes to start online PVP battles
against other opponents. They can also build up
teams from classified different groups of heroes,
such as Tank, Supporter, and Attacker. Each hero
has unique characteristics based on the abilities
that are exclusively designed for them. The key to
victory is the proper selection and combination of
heroes and using their abilities in time.

Innovative, engaging game play and iconic
characters with unique art styles make “Mafioso”
an appealing experience for all players.

The game was the winner of Excellence in Art
at the 2nd International Mobile Gaming Awards,
IMGA MENA.

MENA Games Industry Awards 2024 celebrates
the best businesses and individuals driving the
games industry forward in the Middle East and
North Africa region.

The awards in 13 categories aim to shine a
spotlight on the game developers, publishers,
monetization services, tools providers, investors,
and legends that are enabling the magic to happen
across MENA's rapidly growing games market.

The GameExpo Summit powered by Pocket
Gamer Connects will take place on May 1 and 2
alongside the larger Dubai Esports and Games
Festival event in partnership with the Dubai
Economy & Tourism department to bring an
unmissable games conference experience to the
city of Dubai, in the fastest growing region of the
international games industry.

Cartoon of Day

Protests in American Universities
Cartoonist: Morad Kotkot from Palestine

Eight Persian books vie for IBBY listing in 2025
Collection for Young People with Dlsabllltles

TEHRAN- The Children’s Book
Council of Iran has nominated eight
books by Iranian writers for listing in
the 2025 Collection for Young People
with Disabilities, which is compiled
biennially by the International Board
on Books for Young People.

The children’s book awards for
children with special needs section
of the Children's Book Council
selected eight works in March to
introduce to the International Board
on Books for Young People (IBBY),
ISNA reported on Saturday.

Included in the selection are titles
such as “The Legend of Namaki,’
“Auntie Knit, | Wear,” and “The Fox
and The Crow.”

“The Legend of Namaki based
on a folktale from Hamedan, has
been crafted by Setareh Egtedari
for visually impaired children,
incorporating elements of Iranian
architecture  and  traditional
tools to engage readers with low
vision or blindness.Designed and
implemented by Sevda Azadi
“Auntie Knit, | Wear” is written by
Naser Moradi in Braille.

The book features the story
narrated by a blind child. Various
textures and volumes are used in
the making of this work, creating an
attractive execution and diversity
in textures for visually impaired
children.

“The Fox and The Crow” is
designed and implemented by
Samaneh Nadri. The book is a
sensory reimagination of a classic
tale, utilizing different textures to
depict characters and settings, with
interactive features to engage the
reader.The submissions also include
audio versions of “I'm A Scarecrow,
But I'm Afraid” by Ahmad Akbarpur,
“You Are an Explorer” by Shahrzad
Shahrjerdi and “A Smiling Banana”
by Hamidreza Shahabadi. These
audio  adaptations incorporate
music and sound effects alongside
the text to create a multi-sensory
experience for visually impaired
listeners, allowing them to immerse
themselves in the story through
sound.lllustrated by  Maryam
Tahmasebi, “I'm A Scarecrow, But I'm
Afraid” tells the story of a farmer
who sets out to create the most
hideous scarecrow.

Placed atop a smallhillin his farm,
the scarecrow, though reluctant
to scare anyone, ends up sending
people running at the sight of him.
Despite being a source of fear for
others, the scarecrow himself is
plagued by various fears such as
darkness, rustling sounds, and
loneliness.

Desperate for companionship, the
scarecrow embarks on a quest to
find a friend, but faces the challenge
of his own appearance.

In “You Are an Explorer]
illustrated by Ghazal Fathollahi,
themes of camaraderie, creativity,
teamwork, and self-improvement
are juxtaposed against the backdrop
of war’s devastation.

Through the bond between two
brothers and their imaginative
adventures, author  Shahrzad
Shahrjerdi prompts readers to
contemplate the struggles endured
by those fleeing conflict in search
of a better lifeA Smiling Banana,’
crafted from a concept by Hassan
Musavi, not only features Musavi as
the illustrator but also explores the
transformative power of friendship.
The narrative follows a cheerful
banana who befriends a gorilla,
guiding him towards a different
way of life. Facing backlash from
others for their friendship, the duo
eventually seek solace elsewhere
in the jungle. There, they encounter
another gorilla with a smiling apple
companion, underscoring the central
message of acceptance, change, and
the potential for positive growth in
all aspects of life.

In the category of books featuring
characters with disabilities, Iran has
put forward “The World Is Mine” by
Tahmineh Haddadi and “What’s the
Scariest Thing You've Ever Done?” by
Solmaz Khajehvand as nominees.

lllustrated by Haleh Ghorbani,
“The World Is Mine” follows a
father and son on an extraordinary
journey utilizing various modes of
transportation, from cars to boats
and camels.

As they traverse unknown
territories, facing obstacles and
adjusting their course, they learn
the importance of determination
and steadfast hope in the face of
challenges. Together, they embrace
surprises and setbacks, steadfast in
their pursuit of exploring the world
and realizing their aspirations.

“The World is Mine” emphasizes
the concepts of hope and resilience
in the face of adversity. It aims to
inspire children, especially those
with disabilities, to see beyond
their limitations by leveraging their
imagination. The book underscores
the transformative power of
hope and creativity in propelling
individuals forward, regardless of
their circumstances.

lllustrated by Marjan Vafaeian,
“What's the Scariest Thing You've
Ever Done?” introduces a character
that defies stereotypes, fostering
acceptance of disabilities and
addressing the fears associated
with sight impairments.

The story centers on a blind boy
accompanying his mother to the
doctor, navigating his surroundings
based on the familiar rhythm of his
steps. Faced with the prospect of
unveiling the bandages covering
his eyes post a corneal transplant
surgery, the boy grapples with the
mixed emotions of anticipation and
trepidation as he contemplates the
possibility of regaining his sight.

Ultimately, the narrative delves
into the boy's internal struggle
as he confronts the prospect
of transitioning from a world
of darkness to one filled with
newfound visual stimuli.

Every two years experts
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collaborating  with  the IBBY
Collection for Young People with
Disabilities meticulously curate
remarkable titles catering to
children and young adults with
disabilities worldwide.

Situated in Basel, Switzerland,
the IBBY headquarters serves as
a hub for this specialized literary
endeavor.Acknowledging that many
individuals with disabilities face
barriers in accessing or finding
books that resonate with them,
IBBY emphasizes the importance of
tailored publications. These specially
crafted  books, or thoughtfully
selected  high-quality ~ works,
address the unique requirements
of individuals with disabilities,
encompassing aspects like design,
language, narrative structure, and
illustrations.

Located within the Toronto Public
Library, the IBBY collection houses
an expansive array of international
titles designed for, and depicting the
experiences of, young people with
disabilities.

This diverse selection caters to a
globalaudience, offering stories that
reflect the diverse lived experiences
of those with special needs With the
objective of fostering inclusivity and
expanding literary opportunities
for children with disabilities, IBBY
biennially unveils a comprehensive
list of recommended titles to inspire
publishers to develop more inclusive
products. These chosen works,
featured in the “Books for Children
with Special Needs” biennial list, will
be highlighted at the prestigious
Bologna Children’s Book Fairin 2025,
shedding light on the importance of
representation and accessibility in
children’s literature.

Iranian movie “Cold Sigh” wins three prizes from

Moscow Internatlonal Film Festival

TEHRAN-Iranian feature film “Cold Sigh”
written and directed by Nahid Azizi Sedigh and
produced by Reza Mohaghegh won three prizes
at the closing ceremony of the 46th Moscow
International Film Festival (MIFF) on Friday.

Iran’s sole representative in the Main
Competition section of the festival, the movie
won the Best Director Award, the Audience Choice
Award for the Best Film, and the NETPAC (Network
for the Promotion of Asia Pacific Cinema) Special
Mention, IRNA reported.

A production of 2023, the 72-minute drama has
Iman Sedigh, Ali Bagheri, Ahoora Bahrami, Amir
Aram, Mohammad Ashkanfar, and Salar Daryama;
in the cast.Last year, it won the Special Jury Award
for the Best Film in the International Competition
of Fajr Film Festival.

Iranian producer of “Cold Sigh” Reza Mohaghegh
at the closing ceremony of the 46th Moscow
International Film Festival on April 26.

The drama is about Baha, a young man from a
border town, who learns that his father, Bahram,
has been released from prison after 20 years.

Bahram killed his wife -- Baha’s mother -- having
accused her of cheating on him. Baha, who has
never coped with this and is still full of anger
and resentment decides to revenge to end his
suffering The Moscow International Film Festival
is the second oldest festival in the world after the
Venice Film Festival.

The first Moscow International Film Festival
was held in 1935. Back then, it was called the Soviet
Film Festival in Moscow. It became regular in 1959
when it was held every second year, alternating
with the Karlovy Vary Festival until 1999 when it
became an annual event.

This year, over 230 films were shown in the
competition and out-of-competition programs of
the festival, which was approximately 20% more
than last year.

Phoenix-based Artists 4 Liberation uses art to raise
awareness about Gaza

Artists 4 Liberation is a Phoenix-
based human-rights  advocacy
group that is using art to raise
consciousness about the Palestinian
people and fight for marginalized
groups across the globe.

The organization holds community
art events, fashion shows, movie
screenings, rallies and marches
throughout Phoenix in support of
Palestinian liberation. At the events,
local artists are invited to create

posters with provided supplies,
create political graphic T-shirts
at screenprinting locations with
designs by local artists, hang up
political art flyers around the city
and hear from local activists.

Artists 4 Liberation co-founder
E Rizo said the organization was
born in November 2023 out of the
disheartenment he and his childhood
friend, Nenga Swanson, felt about
the lack of collective outrage

in response to the documented
suffering of Palestinian people as a
result of the Israel-Hamas war.

“Nenga and | came to each other
as childhood friends to catch up and
expressed our frustration with each
other on how the overwhelming
majority of our friends, family and
peers are silent during times of a
live-streamed genocide,” Rizo said.

They created Artists 4 Liberation
to combat the silence by encouraging

people to speak out against the
rapidly rising death count and famine
in GazaAs of early this month,
according to the Associated Press,
more than 33,000 Palestinians have
died in Gaza and the West Bank, and
1,200 people have died in Israel since
Oct. 7, when the latest war between
Israel and Hamas began; though the
Global Conflict Tracker reports Israel
and Palestine have been in conflict
since the late 1940s when Israel was
created.
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