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NYU students and faculty participate in an anti-/srael protest at Washington Square Park on April 23 2024.

U.S. pro-Palestine protesters
will never be silenced by violent

crackdown’

Calls grow in Israel to end
Gaza onslaught

By Shahrokh Saei

US. memo shows Israelis
violating international law

By Ali Karbalaei

Sound of Zionists’ bones
getting cracked more
audible than ever: Foreign
Ministry

TEHRAN- According to Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani, the
sound of shattering the foundations of
worldwide Zionism is being heard more
loudly than ever before.

The comments were made by Kanaani on
Sunday in a post on his X page.

Saying “no” to occupation and genocide in
the Gaza Strip is a worldwide demand, based
on Kanaani’s remarks, who was commenting
on the U.S. police’s assault on university stu-
dents who are supporting Palestinians.

He underlined that crackdowns will not
fix the occupying regime’s fractured foun-
dations. Anyone who remains under Israel’s
damaged pillars will be buried under the
wreckage, he warned.

Since the onset of the war in Gaza, over
34,000 people, mostly children and women,
have been killed. Many world leaders and in-
ternational bodies have called for an imme-
diate ceasefire in the enclave.

In a post on X on Thursday, Kanaani also
noted that the US. is bereft of any moral
competence to comment on human rights,
the rights of women, and the freedom of ex-
pression.

He also regarded as “regretful” such vio-
lence of the U.S. police in dealing with univer-
sity students protesting U.S. support for the
Zionist crimes in Gaza. » Page 2

Iranian students
join global pro-Gaza
uprisings

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN- Iranian students have rallied be-
hind the burgeoning encampments emerg-
ing across American universities, echoing
resolute support for the besieged Palestin-
ians in Gaza and vehemently demanding an
immediate cessation of Tel Aviv's democidal
campaign within the enclave.

Condemnation echoed across Iranian ac-
ademic circles as students, professors, and
university staff congregated on their respec-
tive campuses post-noon prayer on Sunday.

TEHRAN- Iran’s permanent mission to the United
Nations office in Geneva has strongly denounced the
current suppression of pro-Palestine protests on U.S.
college campuses, emphasizing that using force against
nonviolent demonstrators will not stop them.

As the 200th day of Israel's U.S-backed genocide against
the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip approaches,
protests against the regime’s attack on the besieged
area are growing more intense, and prominent American
institutions have been the site of altercations between
students and police.

Over 20 US. campuses are participating in anti-war

demonstrations in response to the conflict, which has
claimed the lives of over 34,000 people since October of

TEHRAN- Political rifts are considerably widening in
Israel in the wake of widespread domestic protests over
the continuation of the regime’s onslaught in Gaza. informed Secretary of State Antony Blinken that they

Protesters in Israeli cities rallied at the weekend to voice believe the Israelis are not complying with international
their objection to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's law.
approach toward the Gaza war. The document, first reviewed by Reuters, highlights

Israel declared war on Gaza soon after Hamas conducted  strong concemn inside the State Department with Blinken
asurprise attack in southern Israel on October 7. being advised that Israeli assurances that its army is

Over 1,100 people were killed and nearly 250 others were ~ using US-supplied weapons in Gaza in accordance with
taken captive during Operation Al-Aqsa Flood. international humanitarian law are neither “credible nor

More than 100 captives were released in a truce deal last ~ reliable”

November. The Israeli military has said some 129 captives
are still being held in Gaza, including dozens who are

TEHRAN - An internal US. State Department
memo, leaked to the media, shows senior officials have

Their unified stance aimed squarely at
decrying the flagrant crimes and atrocities
perpetrated by the Israeli regime in Gaza
over the past seven months.

Notably, the University of Tehran bore wit-
ness to a spirited rally, mirroring the fervor
of the growing protests surging through
American campuses. These protests have
seen students erect encampments in a res-
olute call to action against Israel’s relentless

Citing the Israeli military’s repeated assaults on civilian
infrastructure in Gaza, the killing of “humanitarian workers

last year, many of them women and children.

The students want colleges to distance themselves from
any firms supporting the war on Gaza being waged by the

Israeli regime.

Numerous demonstrators have been taken into custody

by police on college campuses. » Page 2

presumed dead. They have lost their lives in Israeli strikes
on Gaza.

Protesters in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem called for ending the
Gaza war and returning the remaining captives. They also
demanded early elections and Netanyahu's resignation.

Anti-Netanyahu protesters and families of captives
clashed with Israeli police in Tel Aviv on Saturday. » Page 5

and journalists at an unprecedented rate,” as well as Tel
Aviv's refusal to investigate or punish those responsible for
atrocities raises “serious concern over non-compliance”
with international law.

Israeli measures to arbitrarily reject humanitarian aid
trucks from entering the Gaza Strip, which has fueled famine
in the enclave, is pointed out in the leaked memo. » Page 5

onslaught on Gaza.

The chants of “death to America,” “death to
Israel,” and “death to England” reverberated
through the ranks of demonstrators, serv-
ing as a stark denouncement of the violent
crackdowns by U.S. law enforcement on pro-
testing students. » Page 3

Cracks widening, collapse
looming: Isfahan’s
treasures at risk

By Afshin Majlesi
Ongoing cracks in Isfahan are no longer
limited to the homes and roads of this
ancient city. Now, they are widening the roofs
and walls of centuries-old heritage sites,
endangering them by a sudden collapse!

The ancient city, which was once the
capital of Persia during the Safavid empire,
is currently grappling with a major crisis of
subsidence, air, and environmental pollution,
and migration is due to the unrestrained
extraction of surface and groundwater,
mostly attributed to the erroneous irrigation
practices of agricultural fields, followed by
heavy industries, to name a few.

The pace of destruction in the past couple
of years has been more intense to the point
where the main columns of the Jameh
Mosque, » Page 6
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lehran hosting Iran
Expo 2024

TEHRAN - The 6th Intemational Export
Potential Exhibition of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Iran Expo 2024) kicked off in Tehran
on Saturday with some 2,000 traders
and businessmen from 85 countries
participating in the five-day event.

This exhibition will cover seven major
groups of commodities including food
industries, agriculture and fisheries,
handwoven carpets, handicrafts and
tourism, medicine, medical equipment
and chemical products, the construction
industry, technical and engineering

Promoting trade and economic
relations with other countries, booming
production, propelling the business
environment of the private sector to
the international arena, and creating a
new trade and economic discourse with
various countries have been cited as the
main aims of holding the exhibition.

services, and also the petrochemical group.

Yermnen replaces India as
special guest of 2024
Tehran Intl Book Fair

TEHRAN- The organizers of the 35th Tehran
International Book Fair have announced that
Yemen will replace India as the special guest
of this edition of the book fair.

Ali Ramezani, the spokesperson of the fair,
shared on his social media pages that Yemen
has taken over the role previously held by India.

Initially, India was designated as the special
guest of the book fair, but due to restrictions
on Indian citizens traveling to Iran, the
organizers made the decision to replace India
with Yemen, Mehr reported on Sunday.

In response to these developments,
Ramazani released a statement, explaining
that India’s absence is due to ongoing
restrictions on Indian citizens in Iran following
Operation True Promise. As a result, Yemen
will now be the special guest of the 35th
Tehran International Book Fair. » Page 8
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Creation of a new crisis by Israel

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

In a conversation with Hossein Jaberi Ansari,
an expert on international issues, Shargh
discussed the creation of a new crisis by
Israel and wrote: One of Iran’s needs was to
stop the escalation of tension and respond to
Israel and not allow the Israeli formula govern
confrontation between Iran and Israel, but this
was not the only need of Iran.

Another need was that if we accept that
Israel is locked in the Gaza war and has not
been able to open this deadlock, it will seek
to create a new crisis to get itself out of
the previous crisis. Israel is trying to use its
strategic achievements to create a crisis
against Iran to revive its deterrence.

If a bigger crisis is created, according to
their interpretation, Iran is the main aim, and
if the crisis is created, Iran must directly get
involved. Israel is trying to get players like
the U.S. and Europe to enter the crisis and get
itself out of the locked form.

So, Iran will be forced to enter the crisis
more seriously and directly, and as a result it
will suffer depreciation. Therefore, we should
not both play in the enemy’s ground to widen
the circle of crisis and enter the regional and
international war and do not allow such a thing
to happen.

Siasat-e-Rooz: A new chapter in Iran’s
economic diplomacy

In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz pointed out
the second international summit between
Iran and Africa. It wrote: Iran’s foreign policy
centered on economic diplomacy has been
accompanied by significant developments. The
continent of Africa shows undeniable facts
that paying attention to them can have many
effects on the relations between the public
and private sectors of Iran with the countries
of this continent.

Africaisnowextremelythirstyfortechnology,
medical, industrial, and technological facilities,
and Iran, relying on knowledge enterprise, and
scientific and research centers, can realize
it within the framework of economic and
scientific relations. The important thing is that
today, many African countries, are aware of
the plans of capitalist colonialism, and they
are looking for real independence and freedom
from this situation, which can become an
opportunity for Iran.

The capacity of 54 African countries in the
United Nations and the African Union will be
an important component of Iran’s goals in the
world arena, including neutralizing sanctions
and confronting Western pressures. Therefore,
the holding of the Iran-Africa summit can be
considered a new chapter in the economic

diplomacy of the country, especially towards
the influential continent of Africa in the
future equations of the world, which will have
many effects on Iran’s economic and political
capacity on the world stage.

Iran: Paradigm change in West Asia

In a note, the Iran newspaper investigated
the new equations of the Middle East. It wrote:
The history of the West Asia region should be
divided into two parts before and after the
True Promise operation.

This speech of the Leader of the Revolution
has an important reference to the historical
and strategic importance of the “True
Promise” operation. With the occurrence of
this operation, rapid developments are taking
place in West Asia and have introduced new
variables to the current equations of the
Middle East. In addition to Israel and America,
this operation was able to send a message
to the countries of the region that Iranian
missiles can hit any target and be an effective
political lever against the interventionist
policies of extra-regional actors.

It seems that the change of the paradigm
governing the relations of West Asia countries
has started from the inside of Iran and it can
be a significant part of a new order in the
Middle East, and from now, it has appeared
in the paradigm shift of America from direct
confrontation to deterrence policy.

Hamshabhri: Freedom of speech according
to American freedom

Hamshahri wrote about the brutal assault
against students and even university
professors by the police in America: The brutal
assault on students and even university
professors is while the protestors demand
an end to the crime in Gaza, but they do not
tolerate this either and they censor all this
violence.

However, if these events were in Iran, all
their media would try to republish and analyze
the images many times. Then all officials
and politicians in different ranks in other
countries condemned these pictures. They
even demanded governments to cut their
connections with Iran and call Iran’s security
institutions terrorists. In addition, all human
rights institutions were ready to make a
resolution and impose a new sanction but
today they ignore the desecration of American
students so that their voice does not raise
awareness. Today, the American students
are shouting for the pure blood of the people
of Gaza in the universities of the capitalist
system, and these shouts will soon become
universal for the oppressed.

Sound of Zionists’ bones getting cracked
more audible than ever: Foreign Ministry

From page 1 » Kanaani underscored that
such ruthless suppression has revealed the
true nature of the American officials’ words
and action.

Additionally, he sneered at the U.S. freedom
of speech while posting images of students,
including schoolgirls, being suppressed by the
U.S. police.

In recent days, American universities
have become scenes of police crackdowns
against student protestors who support the
Palestinians and demand the genocide in Gaza
be stopped.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the
Foreign Minister of Iran, denounced the
current  suppression of pro-Palestinian
demonstrations in American universities and
called on Washington to immediately halt its
backing of Israel.

Inapost on X on Thursday, Amir Abdollahian
noted that “the suppression and harsh
treatment by the American police and security
forces of professors and students protesting
the genocide and war crimes of the Israeli
regime in various universities has deeply
worried the public opinion of the world.”

“This repression is in line with the
continuation of Washington's full-fledged
support for the Israeli regime and clearly
shows the double standard and contradictory
behavior of the American government towards

freedom of expression,” he added.

Amir Abdollahian spoke of “the genocide
of tens of thousands of Palestinian women
and children, especially after the discovery
of mass graves of the sick and injured and
medical staff in the vicinity of Nasser Hospital
in the Gaza Strip.”

“One cannot hide the outpouring of distaste
that the world feels for the Israeli regime and
those who support it he declared.

The top Iranian diplomat pointed out,
“The White House must immediately stop
supporting the Israeli regime’s war crimes,
and be held accountable”

As anti-Israel protests spread across
college campuses, police have detained
hundreds of demonstrators in several US.
locales.

Since Israel began the war on October 7,
the United States has given it the utmost
military and intelligence backing. In addition,
Washington has rejected multiple resolutions
from the UN Security Council that demanded
an end to the ruthless military assault that
has murdered over 34,000 Palestinians, the
most of them women and children.

President Joe Biden, like many other
Congress members and pro-Israel bigots,
has accused the students protesting Israel’s
crimes of anti-Semitism.

Iran seeks mutually beneficial relations

with global partn

TEHRAN- Iranian Vice-
President Mohammad
Mokhber has affirmed Tehran’s
commitment to  bolstering
multilateral ties with African
nations, particularly Burkina
Faso.

The meeting between Mokhber
and Burkina Faso's Prime
Minister, Apollinaire J. Kyélem
de Tambela, unfolded on the
sidelines of the 2nd Iran-Africa
Trade Summit.

Mokhber commended the
reopening of Burkina Faso’s
embassy in Tehran in 2023
and the establishment of
ambassadorial posts between
the two nations, citing them as
“positive steps towards fostering
stronger bilateral relations”

He emphasized the importance
of expediting the implementation
of  cooperation agreements
inked during the inaugural joint
commission meeting, asserting

technological
cornerstone of

prowess as a
its strength,
Mokhber reiterated the
country’s readiness to share
its advancements with others,
contrasting Iran’s approach with
that of the West and the United
States, which prioritize self-
interest over mutual gain.

The Iranian Vice-President

underscored the imperative
of deepening economic ties

ers: vice

between the private sectors of
both nations.

He touched on the necessity
of creating a conducive
environment for private
sector  cooperation, citing
visa waivers and streamlined
banking processes as pivotal
facilitators.

In turn, Burkina Faso’s Prime
Minister expressed gratitude
for the successful Iran-Africa

president

across various sectors including
industry, healthcare, and
technology.

Acknowledging Iran’s strides
in diverse fields, he reaffirmed

Burkina  Faso’s  unwavering
determination  to  broaden
bilateral relations with the

Islamic Republic.

Iran’s capital Tehran is hosting
economy ministers from more
than 40 African countries at the
second Iran-Africa International
Summit which is being held from
April 26-29.

The opening ceremony of
the event was attended by
senior Iranian officials including
President Ebrahim Raisi and
Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade Abbas Aliabadi.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, President Raisi voiced
Iran’s readiness to further
boost it economic relations with
African countries‘This meeting

that it signals a new era in  petween Iran and Burkina International Summit, affirming
Tehran-Ouagadougourrelations.  Faso, stressing the mneed his country’s keen interest
Highlighting Iran’s for enhanced collaboration in leveraging Iran’s expertise

is a symbol of the will of African
countries and Iran to expand
economic relations,” he said.

‘U.S. pro-Palestine protesters will never be
silenced by violent crackdown’

- B el 3 ot
From page 1 » In a post on X on Saturday,
the mission said that “we strongly condemn
the brutal and violent crackdown on
widespread peaceful pro-Palestinian protests
at universities in the United States.

The U.S. Police brutality and excessive use
of force during peaceful assemblies, and
targeting students advocating for an end to
genocidal war in Gaza is a matter of serious
concern.”

It went on to add, “Demonstrators are
precisely calling for ending the U.S. complicity
in ongoing genocide in Gaza in their name.

Firing and beating peaceful protesters does
not silence them, who are the frontline human
rights defenders; it only reaffirms the urgency
of the struggle for justice for Palestine”

“Police attacks against university students
and professors, the scale of arrests and the
conditions of detentions are deeply disturbing
and we call for the release of all detained.”

The United States is fully manifesting a
double standard approach regarding the
students who are sympathizing with the
grieving Palestinians who have been subjected

to death, bombardment, displacement,
starvation, etc. for nearly seven months.

On Thursday, police with shields and batons
shoved into protesters at Indiana University
Bloomington after students established an
encampment.

Police officers also tore down tents at
the University of Connecticut. At Ohio State
University and Emerson College in Boston,
police also attacked protesters.

Police officers further clashed with students
at the campus of Emory University in Atlanta.

A large number of people were detained
during attacks on these universities.

Demonstrators at Emory accused police
officers of using pepper spray and tear gas to
break up the encampment they had set up a
few hours earlier.

The Atlanta Police Department
acknowledged that its officers had “used
chemical irritants during the incident” The
Georgia State Patrol also confirmed its
troopers used pepper balls for crowd control.

Separately, The New York Times has
reviewed video footage that shows a trooper
using a stun device on a protester who was on
the ground.

The protestors are accused of “anti-
Semitism” while a considerable number of the
protestors are Jews.

The Western decision-makers, who are
subservient to Israel, are using charges of
anti-Semitism against anybody who opposes
Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian lands

let alone those who are chanting slogans,
carrying placards, and launching encampment
protests at campuses condemning Israel’s
genocide in Gaza.

Contrary to claims of anti-Semitism,
students are calling for a ceasefire, asking
their universities and colleges to stop doing
business with Israel or any companies that
support Israel in its ongoing war in the
coastal enclave, cease funding the regime’s
war machine, and avoid complicity in this
genocide.

Since the Tel Aviv regime began its
offensive on the besieged Palestinian enclave
on October 7, the United States has given
Israel unrestricted military, intelligence, and
financial backing.

Israel receives $3.8 billion in military
aid from Washington each year, and US.
President Joe Biden has been a steadfast
supporter of the illegal entity even during
the Gaza conflict.

Biden enacted a hefty financing agreement
on Wednesday that would provide the
occupying regime an additional $17 billion.

Additionally, Washington has vetoed
multiple resolutions from the UN Security
Council that demanded an end to the heinous
military invasion.

Eighty percent of Gaza’s schools have been
damaged or destroyed since the conflict
started in early October, according to a panel
of United Nations experts last week. There
have been around 5,500 deaths, along with
261 instructors and 95 academics.

Iran rights official decries violent crackdown

onp

TEHRAN- The senior human rights official
in Iran has denounced the aggressive
tactics used by the US. against academics
and students who are opposing the Israeli
genocide in the Gaza Strip, which Washington
is supporting.

He said that such ruthless oppression gives
the occupying regime more power to carry out
crimes.

As US. police brutalize pro-Palestinian
protestors on college campuses, Kazem
Gharibabadi, secretary of Iran’s High Council
for Human Rights, made these statements
in a letter to Volker Tirk, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, on Sunday.

“Undoubtedly, the violent crackdown on
student movements by the United States and
other Western governments is in line with
their policy of openly supporting the Zionist
regime’s killings and war crimes,” he said,
warning that such an approach will encourage
Israel to “continue warmongering, genocide
and crimes against humanity in the occupied
territories.”

“Attempts to suppress and silence the
voices of protesting professors and students
and intimidate them .. are in flagrant
contradiction to the [Western] countries’
obligation to guarantee free speech, freedom
of peaceful assembly, prohibition of arbitrary
arrest, and the right to education under
international treaties and conventions,” he
added.
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Students from Columbia University in
New York City started the demonstrations
by erecting a tent camp to show support for
Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip.

They called for the US. to stop providing
military support to the Israeli regime, a
permanent truce in the Gaza war, and
university divestiture from companies making
money off of the conflict.

At least two dozen U.S. campuses saw the
nonviolent protest expand.

US. police have been storming schools in
recent days, fighting with academics and
students who support Palestine, and taking
hundreds of them into custody.

Gharibabadi urged Tirk to denounce the
repression of nonviolent demonstrations
and support the means by which the student
movement in the US. is supported by Iran’s
High Council for Human Rights.

He said that he regretted the U.S’s use of
its media, financial, and political influence

ro-Palestine protesto

rs

to hide Israeli atrocities in Gaza and to give
the occupying entity all-around military and
intelligence assistance.

“The US. government has... resorted to
extreme force in an attempt to suppress the
protest movement, instead of listening to
professors and students,” he added.

The same strategy has also been used by
other pro-Zionist Western administrations,
such as those in France, Britain, and Germany,
according to Gharibabadi.

He said that the harsh crackdown exposes
the “lies and hypocritical” attitude of Western
nations regarding human rights and freedom
of speech.

On October 7, Israel launched its bloody
assault on the beleaguered Gaza Strip in
punishment for the regime’s escalating crimes
against the Palestinian people.

This came after the Palestinian resistance
group, Hamas, had conducted a historic
operation against the usurping regime.

At least 34,388 Palestinians—mostly
women and children—have been killed by the
Tel Aviv regime thus far, and 77,437 more have
been injured.

The U.S,, Israel’s most devoted friend, has
obstructed UN resolutions advocating for
a Gaza ceasefire and accelerated the flow
of weapons to the regime since the assault
began.



Iranian students join global

From Page 1 » Mohammad
Moghimi, President of the University of
Tehran, underscored the significance of
these pro-Palestinian demonstrations,
lauding the bold and justice-seeking
actions undertaken by academics,
particularly within the United States.
He emphasized solidarity with these
movements, portraying them as
emblematic of the ongoing struggle
between enlightenment and ignorance
transcending geographical boundaries.

Moghimi poignantly attributed the
genesis of these rallies to the blood
spilled by martyrs in Gaza, expressing
hope for justice and freedom to
emerge as the guiding principles in
this noble cause.

Furthermore, Iranian university
presidents extended their support
to their American counterparts,
encapsulating a global wave of
solidarity with the Palestinian plight.

The protests have rippled beyond
American shores, with over 20 US.
universities and several European
counterparts galvanizing against
the  Washington-backed Israeli

aggression, which has exacted a toll
of over 34,000 lives since October.

At Columbia  University, a
formidable “Gaza Solidarity
Encampment” has taken root, with
impassioned  students clamoring
for the institution to divest from
companies entangled with the Israeli
regime. Similar fervor has ignited
protests across MIT, New York
University, the University of Michigan,
and Yale, with the latter institution
indicating  potential  disciplinary
actions against arrested students.

The overarching demand
resonating from these protests is
a call for universities to sever ties
with entities complicit in furthering
the occupying regime’s agenda in
Palestinian territories under siege.
Indeed, these encampments and the
global pro-Palestinianrallies stand as
a testament to the reverberations of
Operation Al Agsa Storm penetrating
the heart of the United States.

Yet, amidst the worldwide displays
of solidarity, authorities have
responded with draconian measures,

resulting in the arrests of hundreds
of protesters across university
campuses.

President Joe Biden’s denunciation
of these protests, coupled with the
unwavering support extended to
Israel, underscores the entrenched
complicity of the United States in
perpetuating the cycle of violence and
oppression in the region.

Washington's unyielding military,
intelligence, and financial backing
to Israel, coupled with recent
legislative moves bolstering this
support, epitomize a stark betrayal
of international norms and human
rights. The vetoing of UN Security
Council resolutions advocating for a
ceasefire further underscores a glaring
disregard for the suffering endured by
the besieged Palestinian populace.

In  conclusion, the solidarity
exhibited by Iranian students and their
global counterparts underscores a
collective outcry against injustice and
oppression, transcending borders
and ideologies in pursuit of a more
just and equitable world order.

Iran commends South Africa’s stance against Israel,
congratulates national day

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Minister, Hossein
Amir Abdollahian, has commended the South
African government for its proactive stance
against Israel, highlighting its alignment with
the enduring legacy of Nelson Mandela’s anti-
apartheid struggle.

In a statement posted on social media
platform X on Saturday, Amir Abdollahian
extended congratulations to South Africa, its
government, and Naledi Pandor on the occasion
of Freedom Day, celebrated annually on April 27.

He underscored South Africa’s resolute legal
actions against the “genocide” perpetrated by
the Zionist regime, praising Johannesburg’s
unwavering support for Palestine. According

to Amir Abdollahian, these actions reflect a
continued commitment to Mandela’s principles
of combating oppression and dismantling
apartheid.

Furthermore, Amir Abdollahian emphasized
the depth of cooperation between Tehran and
Pretoria, attributing this partnership partly
to Iran’s commitment to multilateralism in its
foreign policy approach. He expressed hope
for the continued prosperity and well-being of
the South African people, along with sustained
progress under its friendly government.

In addition, the Iranian diplomat held a
telephone conversation with Naledi Pandor,
lauding South Africaasatrailblazerinthe global
fight for freedom. Amir Abdollahian reiterated
Tehran’s eagerness to collaborate with Pretoria
on internationalissues, while also stressing the
importance of advancing bilateral relations.The
mention of South Africa’s genocide case against
Israel at the International Court of Justice
(IC)), filed in December following months of
Israeli aggression against Palestinians in Gaza,
underscored the gravity of the situation. Before
initiating legal proceedings, South Africa

accused Israel of violating its obligations under
the 1948 Genocide Convention.

The ICJ's interim ruling on January 26,
acknowledging the plausibility of Pretoria’s
claims and ordering provisional measures
against Israel, further highlighted the
significance of South Africa’s legal action. The
court mandated the Israeli regime to take
steps to prevent genocidal acts and facilitate
humanitarian aid to Gaza, underscoring the
urgency of the situation.

Given Israel's military offensive in Gaza, which
has resulted in widespread devastation and
loss, including a significant number of civilian
casualties, the importance of international
intervention and solidarity with the Palestinian
cause has become increasingly apparent.

At least 34,388 Palestinians have been killed
and 77437 wounded in Israeli attacks on Gaza
since October 7,2023.

Through diplomatic efforts and legal
recourse, nations like South Africa are working
to hold perpetrators of atrocities accountable
and uphold the principles of justice and human
rights.

11,500 polling stations mobilized for second
round of parliamentary elections

Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

TEHRAN- The spokesperson for
Iran’s election headquarters has
revealed that preparations are
underway for the second round of the
12th parliamentary elections, slated
for May 10. According to statements
by Mohsen Eslami, a total of 11,500
polling stations will be operational
during this phase of the electoral
process, with eight constituencies
opting for exclusively electronic
voting.

Highlighting the Interior Ministry’s
readiness for the upcoming elections,
Eslami noted that 22 constituencies
have advanced to the second round.

[ranian Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi echoed this sentiment,
confirming on April 26 the completion
of all necessary arrangements across
the 22 constituencies participating
in the second round of the upcoming
election. Of particular note is the

emphasis on electronic voting, with
Vahidi  underscoring that eight
constituencies  will  exclusively
employ this method. Eslami further
detailed that in these constituencies,
90 candidates will contend for
the remaining 45 seats in the
parliamentary term.

The  spokesperson  outlined
logistical arrangements, revealing
that Tehran will host four electronic
voting boxes per polling station, while
other constituencies will have three.

Moreover, efforts to educate the
public onthe electronic voting process
have been undertaken, including the
distribution of educational videos and
training sessions at public centers
such as Friday prayers and book fairs.

Addressing  voter verification
protocols, Eslami stated that
individuals will be required to present

one of five identity documents on
election day. Additionally, candidates
have been briefed on campaign
regulations and  transparency
requirements. Campaigning is set to
commence at 00:00 am on Thursday,
May 2, and conclude at 8:00 am on
Thursday, May 9.

Earlier on March 1, the country
held parliamentary and Assembly of
Experts elections. The polls opened
across Iran at 8 am. local time (0430)
on Friday for parliamentary and
Assembly of Experts elections.

More than 61 million people were
eligible to vote. And about 15,000
parliamentary candidates were vying
for 290 seats for a four-year term.

Simultaneously, people voted
for 88 members of the Assembly
of Experts, a body in charge of
overseeing the performance of the

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, cast his
ballot at a polling station in Tehran in
the first minutes of voting.

Ayatollah Khamenei called on
the voters to turn in big numbers
to please friends and disappoint
enemies. Later on March 5, Eslami
provided details on the parliamentary
and Assembly of Experts elections.

He announced that as results
show, 45 seats in the 290-seat
parliament would be decided in the
run-off elections.He said candidates
who have failed to win less than 20
percent of the votes will be competing
again in the spring to determine who
will win the vacant seats.In terms of
voter participation, 48% were women
and 52% were men, with 85% using
their national ID cards to vote.

‘True Promise’ would not have happened without
the nation’s will: official

TEHRAN - The Iranian deputy defense minister
has emphasized that it was the unwavering
determination of the Iranian people that truly
propelled the success of Operation True Promise,
causing significant shifts in regional and
international dynamics.

In a ceremony on Sunday, Brigadier General
Reza Talaei-Nik underscored the significance of
advanced military equipment as a deterrent in
contemporary defense strategies.

Expounding on the people-centered essence
of Iran’s system, he stressed the pivotal role
of people’s participation in national affairs for
achieving success. Drawing parallels with past
victories during the Iran-lrag War, Talaei-Nik
underscored how heightened people’s participation

had resulted in significant achievements.

Whileacknowledgingtheroleof advanced military
equipment like drones and missiles in deterrence,
he emphasized that the ultimate success of True
Promise Operation against the Zionist regime was
rooted in the resolute determination of the people.

Talaei-Nik emphasized the need for continual
enhancement of the country’s capabilities to
effectively counter threats in both soft and hard
warfare arenas.

Earlier this month, Iran launched a swarm of
drones and missiles at the occupied Palestinian
territories in response to the Zionist regime’s
cowardly strike on Iran’s consulate in Damascus
on April IstThe Israeli airstrikes on Iran’s embassy

in Damascus had killed two generals of the Quds
Force of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps,
Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Zahedi and
General Mohammad Hadi Haji Rahimi, as well as
five of their accompanying officers.

Following the operation, Iran warned Israel against
taking any retaliatory actions and urged the United
States to try not to involve itself in the conflict.
Despite mounting evidence of Israel's aggression
and violation of intemational law, many nations
have either remained conspicuously silent or issued
tepid statements, failing to denounce the crimes
perpetuated by Israel, whether in Gaza or against Iran.
Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip has resulted in the
death of more than 34,000 Palestinians so far, with a
majority being women and children.
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Iran claim Futsal
Asian Cup for 13th
time

TEHRAN - Iran waltzed their way to a record-
extending 13th title with a 4-1win over Thailand in
the AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand final on Sunday.

Team Melli defeated Thailand 4-1 in the final
match at the Bangkok Arena to deny the hosts a
maiden title.

Iran got off to a fine start, taking the lead in the
first minute off a set-piece situation when Salar
Aghapour teed-up Mahdi Karimi, who finished
into the bottom corner of the net from the top
of the arc.Saeid Ahmad Abbasi scored his eighth
goal of the tournament in the first half.

The onus was on Thailand to find their way back
and they did so in spectacular fashion in the 25th
minute when Jirawat Sornwichian exchanged
passes with Muhammad Osamanmusa before
darting through center and chipping the ball over
Mohammadi.

A relentless Iran responded two minutes later
off a set-piece situation when Sangsefidi lofted
the perfect cross to an unmarked Aliasghar
Hassanzadeh to volley home to regain their two-
goal advantage, the-afc.com reported.

Thailand, desperate to reduce the deficit in the
second half, opted forthe power play, but the move
proved costly in the 34th minute as Mohammadi
gained possession in his area before lofting the
ball over to score Iran’s fourth to confirm his
nation’s 13th AFC Futsal Asian Cup title.

Iran volleyball coach
Paes optimistic for
2024 Paris

TEHRAN - Iran volleyball head coach Mauricio
Motta Paes is optimistic about securing a place
for the 2024 Olympic Games.

Iran are scheduled to play Serbia in the 2024
Volleyball Nations League on May 22 in Brazil in
their opening match and will also face Italy (May
24), Cuba (May 25) and Argentina (May 26).

Iran’s prospects for qualifying for the 2024
Paris Olympics are dim due to poor performance
in the 2023 FIVB Volleyball Nations League and
the Olympic qualifiers but the Brazilian coach
says that it's not an impossible mission.

“First of all,  would like to say | fell in love with
volleyball since | was eight. | am here to prepare
my team for the 2024 VNL,” the 61-year-old coach
said in the press conference held on Sunday in
Tehran. “There are four teams to vie for a spot in
the 2024 Olympic Games and our aim is to secure
our berth and in my opinion it’s not an impossible
mission. We have a chance to show our real
potential under pressure,” he added.

Two key players Mohammad Mousavi and Amir
Ghafour have withdrawn from the national team
and Team Melli will have a difficult task ahead in
the 2024 VNL.

“They could help us in the competition but they
honestly said that they are not ready for the event
and | like their honesty. We face lack of time and
have to concentrate on our upcoming matches.
For example, the match against Serbia will be very
decisive.

“This is not the right time to criticize and must
focus on the 2024 VNL. After the competition we
have enough time to criticize the team. Cuba and
Serbia are also favorites to secure a spot in the
2024 Paris but | believe in Iranian players’ quality
and | am sure they will do their best to make it
happen,” Paes stated.

“We don’t have much time, but we have a same
goal that everyone should believe in. The Iranian
players should do their best for the national team.
If someone does not believe this, it is better not
to be in the national team. | hope the results go in
our favor this summer,” Paes concluded.

Iran in Pot 1 0f 2024
FIFA Futsal World
Cup

TEHRAN - Iran national futsal team are drawn
in Pot 1 of the 2024 FIFA Futsal World Cup.

Host Uzbekistan along with Brazil, Spain,
Argentina, Portugal and Iran are in Pot 1.

Kazakhstan, Paraguay, Ukraine, Morocco,
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Thailand and Panama are in Pot 2.

Costa Rica, Guatemala, Venezuela, New
Zealand, Cuba and Libya are in Pot 3 and Pot &
consists of Afghanistan, Angola, Croatia, France,
Netherlands and Tajikistan.

The 24 qualifying teams will be drawn into six
groups of four teams.

The six group winners, six runners-up and the
four best third-placed teams will go into a Round
of 16 knockout stage.

The winners go forward to quarter-finals,
before sudden death semi-finals and the final.

Iran champions
of 2024 CAFA
U18 Women’s
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran were held to a 1-1 draw by
Kyrgyzstan and claimed the title of the 2024 CAFA
U18 Women'’s Championship on Sunday.

In the match held in Dushanbe International
Stadium, Parnia Rahmani was on target for Iran in
the 66th minute and Kyrgyzstan leveled the score
in the injury time.

The Persian girls had defeated Uzbekistan 4-2,
Turkmenistan 7-0 and hosts Tajikistan 5-0 in the
tournament and claimed the title with 10 points.

The tournament plays an important role and
aims to support the general popularization of the
Women'’s game in the region and provide platform
to prepare the teams of Central Asian member
associations for the Continental competition
AFC U20 Women’s Championship as well as
showcasing their skills and talents through all
CAFA media channels.CAFA contributes their
regional football development initiatives which
is further supporting the vision of FIFA making
the game truly global and vision of AFC to making
football the number one sport in the continent.

The tournament took place in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan from April 19 to 28.

A total of five teams competed in an exciting
single round-robin format.

Mes Rafsanjan part
ways with Iraqi
defender Adnan

TEHRAN - Iragi international defender Ali
Adnan Kadhim parted ways with Mes Rafsanjan.

The 29-year-old left back had penned a one-
year deal with the Iranian top-flight club in July
2023.Adnan had joined Mes from Russian club
Rubin Kazan.

With six remaining, Mes, headed by Moharram
Navidkia, sits ninth in the 16-team table.

Ahmadabbasi wins
2024 Futsal Asian
Cup MVP

TEHRAN - Saeid Ahmadabbasi's dazzling
performances saw him named the Most Valuable
Player (MVP) and win the Top Scorer Award at the
AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand 2024 on Sunday.

The forward, whose eight goals and one assist
led Iran to its 13th title, edging out compatriot
Mahdi Karimi (five goals), Irag’s Salim Faisal (five
goals) and Tareq Zeyad on four goals.

Ahmadabbasi picked up the award after
helping Iran beat Thailand in the final, having
been in sterling form throughout the tournament.

Mohammadi takes
Best Goalkeeper
crown

TEHRAN - Bagher Mohammadi’s rock solid
performances for Islamic Republic of Iran in the
AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand 2024 saw him
claim the Best Goalkeeper Award.

The custodian displayed fine form throughout
the tournament, which saw Iran claim a record-
extending 13th title. Mohammadi was also
instrumental in the final against Thailand, limiting
the hosts to one goal in Iran’s 4-1win.
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Iran, Saudi Arabia discuss expansion

of economic ties

Head of the Chamber of Commerce of
Mecca Saleh Abdullah Kamel (R) hands over a
gift to Iran’s Consul General in Jeddah Hassan

Zarnegar in Mecca on Saturday.

TEHRAN - Iran’s Consul General in Jeddah
Hassan Zarnegar has met with the president
of the Chamber of Commerce of Mecca, Saleh
Abdullah Kamel, with the two sides calling for
increased trade and economic cooperation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

During the meeting, Zarmegar emphasized
the need to leverage the economic and trade

capabilities of the two countries, as well as
increased interactions between Iranian and
Saudi businesspeople.

The two officials also discussed the economic
aspects of providing services to pilgrims in the
holy city of Mecca.

Kamel expressed hope for the comprehensive
development of Iran-Saudi relations, as
emphasized by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman and Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi.

The Governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohammadreza Farzin has traveled to Saudi
Arabia with the aim of developing monetary and
banking relations.

According to the CBI Office of Public Relations,
Farzin is also scheduled to attend a ceremony
that is due to be held on the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of the Islamic Development
Bank.

Meeting and talking with heads of central
banks of different countries, including Saudi
Arabia, in line with the development of monetary
and banking relations, is one of the plans of the
head of the central bank in Saudi Arabia.

Iran exports $500 million of

textiles in one year

TEHRAN - About $500 million of textile
products were exported from Iran in the previous
Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023 to March
19, 2024).

In this period, most of the country’s textile
products were exported to Irag, Afghanistan and
Russia.

The three countries accounted for 26, 18 and
6.0 percent share of Iran’s total textile exports,
respectively.

The majority of the textile products were
exported from the country through the Kashan
Customs Office, followed by Mashhad and West
Tehran customs.

Also $2.2 billion of textile products were
imported into the country from March 21, 2023,
to March 19, 2024, showing a 12 percent growth
compared to a year earlier.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE), China and
Turkey were the main countries that exported
textile products to Iran in this period

Back in October 2023, Secretary of the

Association of Iran Textile Industries Shojaeddin
Emami Rauf said annual export from the
country’s textile industry stands at $560 million,
while the imports are currently about $1.880
billion.

“The imports in the textile industry are
currently $1.880 billion, which includes the
import of yarn, clothing, fabric, etc.,” Emami Rauf
said.According to the official, approximately
$680 million of the above-mentioned figure is
related to the imports of fabrics.

“We have a big gap in the weaving industry and
investment should be made in this field; with a
small investment we can reduce the imports in
this sector and turn raw materials into domestic
products,” the official said.

“If the government supports weaving units,
we can also invest in the spinning and dye sector
and increase exports while preventing currency
outflow,” he added.

According to Emami Rauf, the Iranian textile
industry has the capacity to increase exports by
3-4times.

Tehran hosts Iran-Georgia business forum

TEHRAN - The Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) hosted
an Iran-Georgia Business Forum in Tehran on
Saturday.

The business forum was attended by
a 23-member delegation of  Georgian
businesspeople active in the fields of construction
industry

Adressing the forum, Fatemeh Moghimi, the
chairperson of the Iran-Georgia Joint Chamber of
Commerce, said Georgia is capable of turning into
a hub for re-exporting Iranian products and must
not be seen as a final destination.

Moghimi said that the Georgian delegation, who
are comprised of the country’s businesspeople
active in the area of construction industry, are
scheduled to pay a visit to a number of Iranian

industrial units on Sunday.

She added that Iran also plans to dispatch a
delegation to Georgia within the next month to
help increase the level of bilateral interactions.

In the meantime, Chairman of the International
Investors Association of Georgia, Osman
Chalishkan, highlighted the significance of Iran
Expo in upgrading the level of bilateral trade
between Iran and Georgia as he said it facilitates
the exchange of trade data between the two
countries.

He stressed that the Georgian delegation seeks
to meet the country’s needs for construction
items by the help of Iranian companies.

The forum was followed by B2B meetings
between the businesspeople from the two sides.

‘Directing liquidity toward oil
industry is a win-win game’

TEHRAN - Directing liquidity towards the
oil industry’s downstream activities not only
leads to self-sufficiency but also creates jobs
along with profitability to benefit people.

Parviz Mohammadnejad, a member of
Parliament’'s energy committee, made the
remarks, adding that cooperation between
banks and the oil industry is a kind of win-win
game.

Speaking to Shana, he further said: “If we
create mechanisms and frameworks that
facilitate the banking system’s presence in the
oil industry activities, they will fill the existing
gap of financial resources, leading to stable
profitability and efficiency of the banking
system as well”

“The stray liquidity which sometimes

goes to the housing and auto market should
be redirected toward the oil industry, “ he
said, noting that directing banks’ resources
towards the oil industry, as the driving force
of the economy, will undoubtedly result
in playing a positive role in the country’s
economy by banks.

Recently, the Head of the energy and
environment committee at the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA) Saeed Tajik expressed
similar views announcing that directing
Iranian banks’ liquidity toward investment
in oil and gas projects definitely will have
desirable economic effects, adding that
investing in oil, gas and petrochemical sectors
is required to be pursued seriously otherwise
their development will be challenging.

' Iran, Cuba agree to establish sister

ports to facilitate trade

TEHRAN - Iran and Cuba have
agreed to establish a twinning
relationship between two major
ports in each countries to facilitate
shipping and trade.

The decision was made during a

Saturday meeting between Iranian A s .

Minister of Transport and Urban
Development Mehrdad Bazrpash and
Cuban Transport Minister Eduardo
Rodriguez Davila in Tehran, IRNA
reported.‘The Cuban side requested
to use the capacity of Iran’s ports and

Agriculture (ICCIMA) is going to host
a joint business forum of Iran and
Cuba on April 30.

The forum will be held as part of
a visit to Tehran by the president of
the Cuba Chamber of Commerce at
the head of a 13-member delegation,
the ICCIMA portal reported.

It is said to be participated by
the state and private sectors of the
two countries and will be focused
on the potential of the markets as
well as the trade and investment

shipping to export their products
and transport their cargoes, which
was agreed upon, and it was decided
that they will visit the Iranian ports,’
Bazrbash said after the meeting.

[t was decided to establish a
twinning relationship between two

major ports of Iran and Cuba, so
that Cuban economic actors and
maritime transport companies can
benefit from Iranian ports, he added.

The Cuban minister also stated

that the purpose of this visit was to
follow up on agreements reached

between the two countries in the
past and to plan for new projects.

The Saturday meeting focused on
enhancing cooperationinthefields of
maritime, air, and rail transportation
between Iran and Cuba.lran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and

advantages of both Iran and Cuba.

The business forum will also be
followed by B2B meetings of Iranian
and Cuban businesspeople active
in different areas, including steel,
mines, pharmaceuticals, renewable
energies, and electricity.

Tehran SMEs export over €162m of products in a year

TEHRAN - The head of Tehran Industrial Estates
Company (TIEC) has announced that Small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) located in the
towns and industrial areas of Tehran Province
managed to export products worth €162.4
million last year.In an exclusive interview with
IRNA's economic reporter, Saeid Sadeghi said
Tehran Province played a crucial role in terms of
exports thanks to small units located in towns and
industrial areas.

According to the official, the exports from such
units in the previous year were a bit higher and
stood at about €164.6 million.

He also talked about an increase in foreign
investment and said that industrial units of
Tehran Province attracted €2.7 million of foreign
investment which also resulted in the creation of a
large number of jobs in 2023.

Export consortia based in Tehran’s industrial
estates and adjoining districts also exported worth

€74 million last year, the head of TIEC continued.
The number of market development programs in
the last year was 10 while there were two export
consortia, Sadeghi said, adding that six feasibility
studies on foreign investment attraction projects
were carried out in the same period.

TIEC focuses on developing industrial towns
in Tehran and it aims to provide infrastructure
and services for industrial activities to promote
economic growth and job creation in the region.

Iran oil output up 500,000 bpd y/y: IMF

TEHRAN - The new statistics
released by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) show that
Iran’s oil production in 2023 saw an
increase of 500,000 barrels per day
(bpd) in comparison to the previous
year, reaching 3.1 million bpd.

According to the new data, the oil
sector of Iran’s economy recorded
a noteworthy growth of 15 percent
in 2023. Over the three years of
President Ebrahim Raisi’s tenure,
this sector experienced a double-
digit growth; therefore, the oil sector
saw 10.1 percent, 10 percent, and 15
percent growth respectively in 2021,
2022 and 2023.

It is predicted that Iran’s oil
production will increase by another
100,000 bpd, reaching 3.2 million
bpd in 2024.Iran’s gas production
also increased from the equivalent
of 4.8 million barrels of oil per day in
2022 to the equivalent of 5.1 million

bpd in 2023. According to IMF, the
figure is expected to rise by 300,000
bpd to reach the equivalent of 5.4
million bpd in 2024.

Iran exported 1.4 million barrels
of oil per day in 2023, indicating
an increase of 500,000 barrels
compared to its oil export data in
the previous year, and it is expected
that in the current year, an additional
100,000 barrels would be added to
Iran’s oil exports, reaching 1.5 million
bpd.Iran exported gas in 2023 the
equivalent of 300,000 barrels of oil
per day and it is expected that the
figure will remain the same in 2024.

Earlier this month Financial Times
reported that Iran is exporting more oil
than at any time for the past six years,
giving its economy a $35bn-a-year
boostTehran sold an average of 156
million barrels a day during the first
three months of the year, almost all of
it to China and its highest level since

the third quarter of 2018, according to
data company Vortexa.

Iran’s success in exporting its
crude underscores the difficulties
facing the US. and the EU as they
seek to build up pressure on Tehran.

“The Iranians have mastered the
art of sanctions circumvention,’
said Fernando Ferreira, head of
the geopolitical risk service at the
Rapidan Energy Group in the US.

Iran’s Oil Minister Javad Oji said
last month that oil exports had
generated more than $35 billion
in the preceding year. On another
occasion, he said that while Iran’s
enemies wanted to stop its exports,
“today, we can export oil anywhere
we want, and with minimal
discounts”Earlier, the US. Energy
Information Administration (EIA)
said that Iran produced 3.25 million
bpd of oil in March 2024, 20,000 bpd
more than the previous month.

According to the EIA report, Iran’s
oil production in February stood at
3.23 million bpd.

Iran has produced an average of
3.2 million barrels of oil per day in the
first quarter of this year, based on the
report.Iran’s oil production in the first
quarter of this year has increased by
50,000 bpd compared to the fourth
quarter of the previous year and by
630,000 barrels per day compared to
the first quarter of 2023.

Iran produced 2.6 million bpd of
oilin the first quarter of the previous
yearand 3.18 million bpd in the fourth
quarter of the mentioned year.

With an increase of 630,000
barrels in oil production over the
past year, Iran had the highest
production rise among OPEC
members, according to EIA.Based on
the EIA report, Iran maintained its
position as the organization’s third
oil producer in March.

Water storage in Iranian dams exceeds 27b cubic meters

TEHRAN - Some 31.56 billion cubic
meters of water is stored behind
the dams across Iran, indicating
that 64 percent of the capacity of
the country’s dams is full, according
to the Iranian Energy Ministry data.
Based on the Energy Ministry data,
the total capacity of the country’s
dam reservoirs currently stands at
50.5 billion cubic meters.As reported
by IRNA, since the beginning of the
current water year (late September

2023) up to late April 27, the total
volume of water inflow to the
reservoirs of the country’s dams
stood at 26.57 billion cubic meters,
eight percent less than the figure for
the last year’s same period. According
to the mentioned data, compared to
the figures for the previous water
year, the volume of water outflow
from the country’s dams has not
changed significantly and stood at
16.69 billion cubic meters.Earlier

this month, the Water Resources
Management Company reported
that the water inflow to Iran’s dams
decreased by 10 percent since the
beginning of the current water year
(September 23, 2023) up to April 13,
2024, compared to the same period
last year.

According to the said report,
during the wmentioned period,
22.89 billion cubic meters of
water entered the country’s dam

reserves, while the figure stood
at 25.57 billion last year.Despite
the recent perspirations across
the country, the total volume of
water in dam reservoirs has not
changed significantly compared to
the previous year.Recent rains have
led to the melting of snow cover,
increasing the level of water behind
dams. However, the water level of
dams is still not high in comparison
to last year.

TEDPIX falls over 20,000 points on Sunday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), fell 20144 points to
2,284,833 on Sunday, which is the second day of

the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones

are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy

Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Foreign journalists astonished by broadcasting
technology showcased in Beijing intl. expo

By Mahnaz Abdi

BEIJING- Journalists from around
the world visited China Content
Broadcasting Network (CCBN) 2024,
an international exhibition held at
Beijing Shougang Convention and
Exhibition Center, on Friday (April
26).CCBN, which is the largest
broadcasting  equipment  and
technology expo in Asia-Pacific, was
held during April 23-26, showcasing
the developments and future trends
of television and radio broadcasting,
andtheaudiovisual services industry.
Foreign journalists from different
Asian, European, African, Latina
American, and Pacific countries, who
visited the exhibition in a program
arranged by China International
Press ~ Communication  Center
(CIPCC), were really amazed by the
latest technology and equipment in

the sector across an exhibition area
of 50,000 square meters.

The State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio, Film and
Television (SAPPRFT), and Academy
of Broadcasting Science were the
organizers of the event, and multiple
forums were also organized for
guests from broadcasting institutions,
telecommunication providers, online
platforms, research institutions and
industry associations, on the sidelines
of the exhibition. Discussions focused
on topics such as technological
innovation, online content, industry
advancement, public services and
international communication,
exploring paths for innovation in
the broadcasting sector.Over 3,000
cutting-edge products in the field
of audiovisual technology were also
displayed online.

[t was really a grand event in
the broadcasting and television
industry, gathering leading global
technologies and  innovations,
demonstrating latest innovative
products such as the 4K POV camera,
4K PTZ camera, and 4K NDI video
encoder/decoder.

In China Content Broadcasting
Network, the exhibitors and
visitors explored the forefront
and future development direction
of broadcasting and television
technology, and whether they were
an industry expert or a newcomer,
they found inspiration and insights
there. CCBN exhibition embarked
on a new chapter in broadcasting
and television technology!As it was
mentioned, China International
Press Communication Center (CIPCC)
arranged the visit to this astonishing

exhibition for the foreign journalists.

CIPCC, under the China Public
Diplomacy  Association ~ (CPDA),
has initiated a program to build
a platform for the media from

countries around the world,
especially developing countries,
to observe China and study

development in this country.

The program aimed at media
exchange was halted in 2020 and
2021 due to the Covid-19 epidemic.

In each edition of the program,
journalists from all around the world
gather together to get familiar with
the modern China and exchange
their experiences in the field of
journalism.In 2024 edition of the
program, scheduled to be held from
late February until late June, over
100 journalists from more than 90
countries are participating,



‘Palestine has united us all’

CUNY students affirm unyielding support for Palestinians in interviews with Tehran Times

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - University students
throughout the United States are
currently in their second week of
protests on college campuses,
demanding a ceasefire in Gaza
and divestment from Israeli insti-
tutions supporting the regime’s
actions in the besieged enclave.
Reports indicate that numerous
American students have so far
been arrested during confronta-
tions with police, who have used
chemical irritants and tasers
against peaceful protesters.

Among tens of schools, The
City University of New York has
emerged as a hub for student
activism advocating for peace in
Gaza, following in the footsteps of
Columbia University. At one of its
colleges, The City College of New
York, students gained attention
on social media after preventing
officers from forcefully arresting
a fellow protester during a Gaza
Solidarity Encampment at the
North Campus Quad. The Tehran
Times interviewed two key or-
ganizers of the protests, Hade-
eqa and Sara, who requested to
be identified only by their first
names out of fear of reprisal.

“Most major
social changes in
US history have
begun on college
campuses.”

The transcript of the interview
is as follows:

Please provide us with some
background information on the
students protesting for Pales-
tinian rights, including their age
range and religious and racial
diversity.

The students participating in
the protests at City College New
York represent a diverse range
of backgrounds and affiliations.
They hail from various colleges
within the City University of New
York (CUNY), the largest public,
urban university in the United
States with over 500,000 stu-
dents across 25 campuses. City
College is one of these member
colleges. Additionally, students
from Columbia University and
other institutions are present in
solidarity. CUNY faculty members
have also joined the protests,
providing support and guidance
while allowing the undergraduate
students to lead the movement.

The protesters range in age
from 18 to 80 and are joined by

i - :

allies and community members.
CUNY’s student body is highly di-
verse, with students originating
from countries deeply affected
by US imperialism in the Global
South, particularly those in the
Muslim world. However, students
from Asia, Latin America, South
Asia, and Arab countries are also
represented. Many students
are motivated by their religious
beliefs, including Islam, Juda-
ism, and Christianity. But lots of
secular students have also felt
compelled to speak out against
settler colonial violence and im-
perialism. Palestine has united
us across religious, political, ra-
cial, and ethnic lines, including
Arab, Jewish, White, Black, Latino,
South Asian, and more.

How have administrators re-
sponded to your protests so far?

The university has responded
to the protests by deploying cam-
pus public safety officers, who
have been confrontational in their
interactions with the students.
During the first evening of the
protests, an officer antagonized
a student, leading to a group of
students pushing the officer off
campus. This incident, captured
on video, has gone viral and high-
lights that the university does not
prioritize the students’ well-be-
ing. We can only rely on ourselves
for our safety.

In addition, the university has
closed down buildings in re-
sponse to the encampment, re-
stricting access even to CUNY
students at CCNY. This action has
exacerbated hysgiene issues and
infringes on the students’ rights
since their tuition fees fund the
campus.

All of this shows how inter-
twined the Zionist project is with
our university, a public university
that is supposed to be account-
able to the people, and supposed
to stand with the people. Or uni-
versity administration is fighting
tooth and nail to defend its more

than $8.5 million dollar invest-
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ments in companies supporting
the Zionist state’s genocide, and
to appease its Zionist donors,
politicians and trustees. It shows
how protests against Zionist ag-
gression, and the suppression of
it, is fundamental to the board of
trustees and the leadership of the
college.

Has there been any police in-
tervention?

Police have formed a cordon
around the protest and sent
drones and helicopters overhead.
The police and the Zionist state
are connected, their power is two
sides of the same coin, and we are
not afraid as long as the brave
and valiant Palestinian people
continue to resist the violence of
the Zionists, by any means neces-
sary. Palestinians have the right
to resist their colonial subjuga-
tion, and we have the sacred right
to do so alongside them on this
stolen land in America.

What are your demands from
the university?

The students have five de-
mands:

- Divestment from companies
complicit in the Zionist imperi-
alist genocide, including those
involved in weapons, technology,
surveillance, and construction.
Full financial transparency re-
garding CUNY’s investments is
required.

- Boycott of all academic trips
to Israel, including Birthright,
Fulbright, and perspective trips.
Cancellation of all forms of co-
operation with Israeli academic
institutions, such as events, ac-
tivities, agreements, and research
collaborations.

- Solidarity with the Palestinian
people, including the affirmation
of their right to national liberation
and the right of return. Protection
of CUNY students and workers
who speak out against the geno-
cide in Gaza and support Pales-

tinian liberation. Reinstatement
of professors who have been dis-
missed for expressing solidarity
with Palestine.

- Demilitarization of CUNY and
Harlem, including the removal of
Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF)
and the New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) from all CUNY cam-
puses. Cessation of collaboration,
training, and recruitment by im-
perialist institutions such as the
CIA, the Department of Homeland
Security, and the Tactical Oper-
ations Training Center (TOTC).
Removal of all symbols of US im-
perialism from campuses and re-
naming the Colin Powell Building
as the Shakur-Morales Building.

- A people’s CUNY that is fully
funded, tuition-free, and inde-
pendent from Zionist and impe-
rialist private donors. Restoration
of tuition-free status, protection
of the PSC (CUNY workers’ union),
and adoption of a fair contract.

Has the university tried to
address your concerns and de-
mands so far through negotia-
tions?

Negotiations with the univer-
sity administration have com-
menced but have been conducted
in bad faith. Despite presenting
our concerns, we have not been
granted a meeting with Chan-
cellor Felix Matos Rodriguez. Our
request to use tents for shelter
in inclement weather has been
denied.

Furthermore, a young Muslim
student was unjustifiably ar-
rested and charged with felony
graffiti on the first day of our
encampment. This charge car-
ries a potential four-year prison
sentence. We demand the imme-
diate dismissal of these charges
against the student. We cannot
engage in negotiations while our
administration treats us with
such disrespect.

Do you think students could
eventually manage to influence
White House policies?

Definitely. Students are the
future of this country, and most
major social changes in US histo-
ry have begun on college campus-
es. The tides are turning against
the Zionist state, and our refus-
al to cooperate in this genocide
points to this. If student protests
are being responded to with the
violent force of the state, it is be-
cause they know this, and they are
afraid of us. The thing that scares
them most of allis that we are not
afraid. We know we stand for a
just cause, and Palestine matters
more to us than anything. We will
not lose.

Calls grow in Israel to end Gaza onslaught

Protesters accuse PM Netanyahu of committing crimes against captives

From page 1 » Demonstrators blocked a
major highway in Tel Aviv and ignited fires on
the road while police made several arrests.

Dani Miran, the father of one of the cap-
tives, called on Netanyahu and his war cabi-
net to reach a ceasefire deal with Hamas.

“Declare an end to the fighting if it leads to
the retrieval of the hostages,” said Einav Zan-
gauker, the mother of another captive.

She made a blistering attack on Netanyahu
for failing to return the captives.

“No [parliamentary] seat in the world is
worth my son’s life, or the lives of 132 hos-
tages in Gaza. Stop clinging to your seat,
Zangauker said in a speech to thousands of

protesters.

She accused some members of Likud’s
wartime coalition of whitewashing Netanya-
hu'’s crimes.

“You did not achieve the goals of the fight-
ing and you let Netanyahu kill deals for the
hostages’ retrieval. You whitewashed Net-
anyahu’s crimes against the hostages.”

Families of the captives and anti-Netanya-
hu demonstrators also held joint rallies in
Jerusalem.

The rallies were completely different from
previous weeks. Because they had previously
held separate weekly protests each Saturday
night.

They called for the release of the captives
and shouted “shame” at mentions of Net-
anyahu and his coalition.

Protesters also gathered near Netanya-
hu’s residence in Caesarea and the residence
of President Isaac Herzog in West Jerusalem
calling for early elections.

Demonstrators have also called on the
army not to launch a ground military offen-
sive in Rafah, saying the assault risks the
lives of the captives.

Protests in Israel intensified after Hamas
released a video showing two captives held in
Gaza who called on the regime to reach a deal
with the resistance movement.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

U.S. memo shows Israelis violating international law

Leaked document highlights concern within the State Department

From page 1 » Also revealed in the doc-
ument is a submission by the US Agency for
International Development (USAID), which
advises the State Department that the Israe-
li government itself believes that most of the
people killed by its forces in Gaza are civilians.

“The killing of nearly 32,000 people, of which
the GOI (Government of Israel) itself assess-
es roughly two-thirds are civilian, may well
amount to a violation of the international hu-
manitarian law requirement,” the memo cites
USAID as saying.

The National Security Memorandum was is-
sued in the month of February, according to Re-

uters.

The number of Palestinians killed by the Is-
raeli military in Gaza has climbed to more than
34,400. The majority of the victims have been
women and children, according to the Gaza
health ministry.

By May 8, Blinken is set to report to Congress
over whether he believes Israeli assurances to
the White House that U.S.-supplied bombs are
being dropped on Gaza in accordance with in-
ternational law as well as US. legislation.

A State Department spokesperson has said
that the agency does not comment on leaked

documents.

While the memo also cites agencies and offi-
cials who voice support for U.S. military aid to
continue flowing to the Israeli military without
restrictions, the document shows there are
strongly conflicting views on the matter within
the State Department.

International bodies, including UN agencies
and human rights organizations, have been
documenting Israeli war crimes in Gaza with
the support of U.S. military assistance, as well
as the systematic obstruction of aid supplies to
civilians for more than half a year.

(See full text at wwwi.tehrantimes.com)
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Netanyahu “under
unusual stress”

The United States is part of a last-ditch diplo-
matic effort to prevent the International Crimi-
nal Court from issuing arrest warrants against
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other
Israeli officials, Israeli media reported.

Netanyahu is “under unusual stress” over the
prospect of an arrest warrant against him and
other Israelis by the UN tribunal in The Hague,
which would be a major deterioration in Israel’s
international status, according to the news site
Walla.

It added that the Israeli premier is leading a
“nonstop push over the telephone” to prevent
an arrest warrant, focused especially on the ad-
ministration of US President Joe Biden.

Haaretz also reported that the Israeli cabinet is
working under the assumption that the ICC’s pros-
ecutor, Karim Khan, may this week issue warrants
for the arrest of Netanyahu, war minister Yoav
Gallant and military chief of staff Herzi Halevi.

Hamas delegation
to visit Cairo on
Monday

A Hamas delegation will visit Cairo, the Egyp-
tian capital, on Monday for talks aimed at secur-
ing a ceasefire, a Hamas official has told Reu-
ters.

The delegation will reportedly discuss a
ceasefire proposal handed by Hamas to me-
diators Qatar and Egypt, as well as Israel’s re-
sponse.

On Friday, senior Hamas official Khalil Al-
Hayya said the resistance group had received
Israel’s response to its ceasefire proposal and
was studying it before handing its response to
Egyptian and Qatari mediators.

Prior rounds of talks have failed to bridge the
gaps in the two sides’ positions. Hamas wants
an accord for a permanent end to the war and
for Israel to pull its forces out of the Gaza Strip.

Germany is Israel’s
second-largest
arms supplier

Last year, Germany became Israel's sec-
ond-largest arms supplier after the United
States, Spiegel International reported. Accord-
ing to the Stockholm-based peace research in-
stitute SIPRI, around 53 percent of the weapons
imported by Israel came from the U.S., around
47 percent from Germany, and 0.6 percent from
[taly.

Five days after the October 7 attack on Israel
by Hamas, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz read
out his government’s statement in the federal
parliament, the Bundestag, saying, “There is only
one place for Germany at this time, and that is by
Israel’s side”

Since the number of civilians killed, including
many women and children, has extended into
the tens of thousands, the German government
has become increasingly isolated with its posi-
tion.

Chants of ‘shame
on you’ greet Biden
over Gaza war

Hundreds of people outraged over the mount-
ing humanitarian disaster for Palestinian civil-
ians in Gaza gathered outside the annual White
House correspondents’ dinner in Washington DC
on Saturday, condemning President Joe Biden
for his support of Israel’s military campaign.

“Shame on you!” protesters draped in the tra-
ditional Palestinian keffiyeh cloth shouted, run-
ning after men in tuxedos and suits and women
in long dresses holding clutch purses as guests
hurried inside for the dinner.

“Western media we see you, and all the horrors
that you hide,” the crowds also chanted, accusing
Western news outlets of undercoverage and what
they said was a misrepresentation of the conflict.

- WORLD HEADLINES -
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Abbas worried
Israel will try to
push Palestinians
out of West Bank

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on
Sunday said he is worried that Israel will try to
“push Palestinians out of the West Bank after
it's done with Gaza”. Abbas spoke at the World
Economic Forum in Riyadh, whose guest list also
includes representatives of Hamas and US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken.

The Palestinian leader also warned that an
Israeli invasion of Rafah is expected within the
next few days, and that it be “the biggest disas-
ter in the history of the Palestinian people”.

Only the United States is able to put a stop to
it by putting pressure on Israel, he said. “We ap-
peal to the United States of America to ask Isra-
el to stop the Rafah operation because America
is the only country capable of preventing Israel
from committing this crime.”

Presidential
candidate Jill
Stein arrested
at Washington
University

Green Party presidential candidate Jill Stein
was arrested Saturday at a pro-Palestinian pro-
test at Washington University in St. Louis, but
“we are not aware of any charges at this time,’
her campaign spokesperson said.

Stein was at the protest to support students
who had set up an encampment and declared
they would not leave until Washington Univer-
sity divested from Boeing and boycotted Israeli
academic institutions, among other demands. In
a video recorded prior to her arrest and posted
to X, the Green Party candidate said she stood in
support of the students and their constitutional
free speech rights.

“We're going to stand here in line with the
students who are standing up for democracy,
standing up for human rights, standing up to
end genocide,” Stein said, according to CNN.

David Schwab, communications director for
Jill Stein for President, said Stein had attempted
to de-escalate the situation between protes-
tors and police Saturday afternoon, but that the
police “were not responsive” and began arrests
shortly afterward.

“As Dr. Stein said, it's shameful that univer-
sity administrations are condoning the use of
force against their own students who are sim-
ply calling for peace, human rights, and an end
to a genocide that the American people abhor,’
Schwab said.

Portugal: No plans
to pay colonial
reparations

Portugal’'s government has said it refuses
to initiate any process to pay reparations for
atrocities committed during transatlantic slav-
ery and the colonial era, contrary to earlier com-
ments from President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa.

From the 15th to the 19th century, 6 million
Africans were kidnapped and forcibly trans-
ported across the Atlantic by Portuguese ves-
sels and sold into slavery, primarily in Brazil, the
Guardian reported.

Rebelo de Sousa had said on Saturday
that Portugal could use several methods to pay
reparations, such as cancelling the debt of for-
mer colonies and providing financing.

The government said in a statement sent to
the Portuguese news agency Lusa it wanted to
“deepen mutual relations, respect for historical
truth and increasingly intense and close coop-
eration, based on the reconciliation of brotherly
peoples”.
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Mahshahr arranges events to cherish
Persian Gulf national day

TEHRAN - Situated in the northwest-
ern part of the Persian Gulf, the port city
of Mahshahr is set to hold various cultural
events and festivities to mark the Persian
Gulf national day on April 30.

On Sunday, Khuzestan's Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts director-gener-
al announced that measures are in place to
commemorate Persian Gulf Day province-
wide.

Pointing to the Bandar-e Mahshahr as one
of the key hubs that are to hold national day
events, Mohammad-Hossein Arastouzadeh
revealed that the festivals would be partici-
pated by several regional and local officials.

Regarding the timeline of the planned
events, the director-general outlined that an
array of activities is arranged to take place
from April 26 to May 2, coinciding with the
Persian Gulf national day.

The event is a comprehensive effort to
highlight the Persian Gulf’s cultural and his-
torical values, Arastouzadeh noted.

Detailing the events, the official stated
that one of the main attractions of the fes-
tival is the exhibition of historical maps and
documents of the Persian Gulf, showcasing
the area’s rich heritage.

Moreover, a local doll exhibition titled
“Dagesht” featuring indigenous dolls from
various Iranian ethnic groups will be held
at Ferdowsi Cultural House in Bandar-e
Mahshahr from April 29 to May 2, according
to the director-general.

Additionally, an academic conference on
the anthropology of the Persian Gulf is slat-
ed to further scholarly discourse on regional
cultures, the official brought to light.

The official emphasized the importance of
such events in enhancing public awareness
of the cultural and natural values of the Per-

sian Gulf.

“The festival also includes a maritime pa-
rade featuring 150 light and medium vessels
in the open waters of the Persian Gulf,” Ara-
stouzadeh further explained. “Underscoring
the maritime prowess and readiness in the
region.”

The director-general also outlined that a
human chain formation on the waters of the
Persian Gulf by local students is planned,
symbolizing unity and communal respect for
the Gulf’s heritage.

“These extensive festivities not only com-
memorate Persian Gulf national day,” the of-
ficial winded up. “But also serve as vibrant
platforms to educate and remind the public
of the significant historical and cultural her-
itage of the Persian Gulf, crucial for national
pride and regional identity.”

April 30th, known as the Persian Gulf Na-
tional Day, signals a landmark cultural heri-
tage of the ancient land and its unwavering
commitment to protecting its territorial in-
tegrity.

It is a reminder that the country is stead-
fast in protecting its interests and will con-
tinue to stand firm against any threats to its
sovereignty.

For millennia, the Persian Gulf has drawn
the attention of governments and nations
due to its strategic location and being en-
dowed with giant natural and petroleum re-
sources.

Venice residents protest entry fee for
tourists amid concerns city will turn into

a ‘Theme Park’

The city of Venice, one of Italy’s most popu-
lar tourist spots, on Thursday, became the first
city in the world to impose an entry fee for
visitors as it attempts to clamp down on over-
crowding from holidaymakers—but the new
rule has prompted protests from residents
who say they don’t want the historic city to be
seen as a “theme park.”

Starting Thursday, visitors entering Venice
will have to pay 5 euros per day if their visit
falls on any of the 29 select dates and times
during the city’s peak tourism season.

Attempting to enter the city without a code,
entering on a date other than the date speci-
fied in the code or lying to obtain an exemption
can result in afineranging from 50 to 300
euros.

Iran in frames

City officials describe the initiative as an
“experiment” necessary to protect Venice,
which Mayor Luigi Brugnaro described as
“fragile” and “ancient”—city officials claim the
fee program won't raise money for the munic-
ipality when balanced out against the costs
of launching it, and that it’s only purpose is to
help better regulate the city’s tourism.

But a few hundred residents reportedly took
to the streets Thursday to protest the fee, ar-
guing that the measure will do nothing to curb
the flow of overtourism and ignores the core
problems that tourism creates for residents—
like a housing shortage caused by a high num-
ber of homes converted into short-term rent-
als.

(Source: Forbes)

Famous for its tall cypress trees, Bagh-e Eram is a UNESCO-listed garden in Shi-
raz, southern Iran. The garden was originally designed to match a Qajar-era pool
and palace using elements from an earlier Persian landscape.

Cracks widening, collapse looming:
Isfahan s treasures atrisk

From Page 1» one of the most
important heritage sites globally,
have tilted to the sides, and for-
ward-moving cracks are visible in
all this grand architecture.

Another example is the centu-
ries-old Seyyed Mosque, which is
taken apart by cracks encircling
domes, walls, ceilings, and the
floor.

Subsidence in Isfahan is not
just a danger for the people of
this city, but a national and even
global issue. Therefore, it's not a
local issue just for local people to
cope with. For this situation, the
whole of Iran should join hands to
save Isfahan from collapse.

Apart from rainfall and climate
change as important reasons for
water scarcity, Isfahan suffers
from unrestrained extraction
upstream of its historical river,
Zayandeh Rud, where water is ex-
tensively utilized for agricultural
purposes and improper irriga-
tion. Available statistics indicate

that approxmately 800 million
cubic meters of water are used
annually for agricultural purpos-
es. This is while the volume of
Zayandeh Rud water is about 400
million cubic meters.

This means that twice the ca-
pacity of Zayandeh Rud water is
being used for agricultural pur-
poses. Agriculture has signifi-

cantly expanded in recent years
in areas that lack the capacity
and potential for cultivation, and
sometimes crops such as al-
monds, which require a lot of ir-
rigation, are cultivated upstream.

While this practice has yielded
substantial profits for farmers, it
has placed Zayandeh Rud, which

is Iran’s national heritage, at se-
rious risk of drying up and com-
pletely drying up the Gavkhouni
wetland, where the river pours
into it.

Furthermore, illegal and even
legal deep well drilling is another
challenge facing Isfahan, wors-
ening the spread of subsidence.
Excessive villa construction and
the development of industrial
and recreational places, which
later turned into land fragmen-
tation and villa construction,
contributed to all these incidents.

Although maintenance, pro-
tection, and combating sub-
sidence incur significant costs,
the provincial cultural heritage
administration does not have
enough funds for revitalization
and maintenance.

To safeguard that matchless
heritage, it is time for the Iranian
government to perform its pow-
erful role and make tough deci-
sions.

Paveh to buttress religious, cultural tourism

TEHRAN - Paveh, a western Iranian city
known for its rich cultural heritage, seeks to
lure more travelers with its diverse attrac-
tions, particularly in the realms of religious
and cultural tourism.

On Sunday, Hadi Sharifi, the head of the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
office of Paveh, highlighted the untapped po-
tential of the city’s tourist offerings.

He emphasized that the religious and his-
torical tourism aspects of Paveh have not re-
ceived adequate attention thus far, prompt-
ing efforts to introduce these treasures to a
wider audience.

In an interview with ISNA, Sharifi cited an
example, saying “There are various forms of
tourism in the UNESCO-registered Uramanat,
and its surrounding regions.”

“Over the past couple of years, ecotourism
and rural tourism have flourished in Ura-
manat due to its untouched beauty, pristine
natural landscapes and unique rural villages”

Highlighting the abundant tourism poten-
tial of Kermanshah’s Uramanat, Sharifi stated
that historical sites and religious landmarks
abound in the region, waiting to be explored
alongside other forms of tourism.

Moreover, Sharifi underlined the preserva-
tion of ancient traditions by the residents of
Uramanat, saying it helps attract numerous
tourists annually to witness the rich rituals
and customs of the region.

“Consequently, cultural tourism has gained
momentum in this area”

He specifically mentioned Paveh’'s four
historical mosques dating back to the early
Islamic period, boasting unique architecture
and national recognition.

Additionally, the official highlighted the
presence of historical copies of the Holy Qu-
ran in rural mosques of Paveh, acknowledged
at the national level and open for tourist
viewing,

“Furthermore, within Paveh itself, there ex-
ists an open-air mosque with a history span-
ning over 300 years. Locals have continued to
perform prayers in this mosque, nestled be-
side an ancient plane tree, a national heritage
site, making it a charming and unparalleled
attraction for many tourists”

Sharifi also mentioned the presence of sev-
eral shrines, including Imamzadehs, among
the religious tourism attractions of the city.

Stretched on the slopes of Sarvabad coun-

ty at the heart of the Zagros Mountains and
shared between the provinces of Kordestan
and Kermanshah in western Iran, the Ura-
manat cultural landscape embraces hundreds
of villages, 106,000 hectares of land and
303,000 hectares of surrounding properties.

Archaeological findings dating back about
40,000 years, caves and rock shelters, an-
cient paths and along the valleys, motifs and
inscriptions, cemeteries, mounds, castles,
settlements, and other historical evidence at-
test to the continuity of life in the Uramanat
region from the Paleolithic to the present
time.

According to the UN body, Uramanat is an
exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition
of the semi-nomadic agropastoral way of
life of the Hawrami people, a Kurdish tribe
that has resided in the Zagros Mountains for
millennia. This outstanding cultural tradition
is manifested in the ancestral practices of
transhumance, the mode of seasonal living in
Havars, steep-slope terraced agriculture, soil
and water management, traditional knowl-
edge for planning and constructing steeply
terraced villages, and a rich diversity of in-
tangible heritage, all reflecting harmonious
co-existence with nature.

Nomadic arts: discover rich tradition of Gabbeh carpets

TEHRAN - Gabbeh is a simple
and colorful hand-knotted tex-

Americans from the 19th centu-

Another trait is that to make

tile with a pile of long threads.
It is exclusively made by the no-
madic people of southern Iran
and is used as a floor covering,

As mentioned by Visit Iran,
Gabbeh has been defined as “a
kind of carpet with long wefts”
in the renowned encyclopedia of
Dehkhoda.

The oldest surviving document
that mentions the use of Gabbeh
and is proof of its importance,
dates back to the Safavid era.

According to this document,
upon receiving Homayun, the
Mughal emperor who had sought
refuge in Iran, silk carpets of
Khorasan, Gabbeh, and felt car-
pets were laid by the order of
Shah Abbas Safavid. Gabbeh
is also mentioned in reports
and research by Europeans and

ry, which also proves that it was
internationally known and trad-
ed by that time.

Gabbeh is soft and bright, a
very suitable floor covering for
nomads, but it also helps it to
be used as a blanket. Its long
threads make it thicker than oth-
er Persian carpets.

It is knotted by the Lurs no-
mads just like carpets, but their
differences are the thickness,
length of the wefts, and above
all, the designs.

Attractive geometric and an-
imal motifs of Gabbeh are in-
spired by the lifestyle and heri-
tage of nomadic people. It is as if
some of the patterns tell a story,
set in the heart of nature.

Gabbeh carpets are commonly
small. The nomads make them
the size of about 1.5x2.2 meters.

Gabbeh, between each 3 to 8
rows, more than one weft is in-
serted. Knot threads of these
Gabbeh carpets are from raw
wool, wraps are from a combi-
nation of wool and hair, and the
wefts are from wool.

One of the most famous mo-
tifs is “Howz” (a small pool, de-
picted by shapes of diamonds
in different sizes) and “Shir” or
lion. Gabbeh carpets with motifs
of lions are very popular among
the nomads themselves and are
related to a sense of honor, pride,
and bravery. They are also very
successful merchandise.

The lesser-known province is
home to various nomads and is
a top destination for those inter-
ested in visiting the nomadic life
in person. Sightseers may live
with a nomadic or rural family

for a while or enjoy an indepen-
dent stay and assist them with
day-to-day life. It also opens
up an opportunity to feel rustic
routines, agriculture, traditions,
arts, and culture.

Many tourists from all over the
world tend to observe the life-
style of these hardworking peo-
ple and spend a few days watch-
ing activities such as milking,
yogurt making, buttering, oiling,
woolen, carpeting, and much
more. Many Iranian and foreign
tourists are interested in sleep-
ing in nomadic black tents.

Bridging borders: Sistan-Baluchestan calls
for regional tourism harmony

TEHRAN - In a bid to boost Sistan-Baluches-
tan’s tourism and handicraft industries, the gov-
ernor of the province has advocated for collabo-
ration with neighboring countries.

On Saturday, during a meeting participated
by provincial cultural heritage authorities, Mo-
hammad Karami emphasized that Sistan-Bal-
uchestan shined bright throughout the spring
holidays, covering Nowruz and Eid al-Fitr, which
testifies that the measures were in place.

Attributing the success to the hospitality of
the residents and cooperation in the travel ser-
vices committee, the governor pinpointed that
the satisfaction of the travelers works as a tes-
tament to the joint action, provincewide.

“The province boasts numerous capacities,’

Karami further explained. “Is capable of being a
sought-after tourist destination.”

“There is no escaping this reality,” he contin-
ued. “That this goal is only achievable by exploit-
ing the creativity of elites within the province”

Engagement of the local people is believed to
play a key role in the tourism sphere boost, ac-
cording to the official.

Citing an example of the Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts administration priori-
ties within the province, Karami stated that the
measures are in progress to collaborate with
neighboring countries such as Pakistan, Afghan-
istan, and Oman.

“Steps are being taken forward to fortify the
partnerships,” the governor added. “Such as

holding joint cultural heritage and tourism exhi-
bitions aiming to showcase the provincial capac-
ities in the field”

He argued that such cultural exchanges are
crucial for the economic and security develop-
ment of the region. The official also urged the
removal of bureaucratic barriers and called for
accelerated permit issuance and better coop-
eration with private-sector investors to help
overcome any obstacles that might hinder prog-
ress. Karami’s remarks were complemented by
reports from the Department of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts on their plans
and initiatives for the coming year, indicating a
robust strategy to promote the unique cultural
and artisanal capabilities of each district within
the province.



No indigenous malaria cases
identified in Iran

TEHRAN -All malaria cases in Iran
are diagnosed in travelers and im-
migrants commuting to the country
from Afghanistan and Pakistan, and
no indigenous cases of the disease
have been identified so far, IRNA
quoted deputy health minister Hos-
sein Farshidi as saying.

Malaria is a mosquito-borne in-
fectious disease that affects hu-
mans and other animals; the disease
is most commonly spread by an in-
fected female Anopheles mosquito.
The mosquito bite introduces the
parasites from the mosquito’s saliva
into a person’s blood.

It causes symptoms that typically
include fever, tiredness, vomiting,
and headaches. In severe cases,
it can cause yellow skin, seizures,
coma, or death. Symptoms usually
begin ten to fifteen days after being
bitten by an infected mosquito.

Despite Iran’s great achievements
in eradicating the disease for ap-
proximately four years from 1397 (
March 2018 - March 2019) to 1400
( March 2021 - March 2022), an up-
ward trend of malaria infections has
been recorded in the country, with
10,000 cases reported only last year
(March 2023- March 2024).

The surge in the number of Ma-
laria cases is mainly attributed to
climate change which has resulted
in widespread floods in different
countries, particularly Pakistan.
This environmental impact has
already disturbed Iran’s malaria
eradication program in Iran.

In February, Farshidi pointed out
that climate change has increased
malaria  transmission,  “Climate
change has also contributed to the in-
crease in the number of other diseas-
es such as asthma and similar cases”
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The increase in temperature

is directly associated with an in-

crease in the causes of deaths and

disabilities, specifically cardiovas-
cular diseases, Farshidi added.

Stating that the challenge is a
universal one observed in most
countries, he said, a country, a re-
gion, or a continent cannot take
action by itself to deal with climate
change impacts. Since it is affecting
human health, we all have to coop-
erate to maintain human health.

Farshidi went on to say that the Min-
istry of Health and Medical Education
has developed a section to act based on
documents and scientific capacities in
response to climate change.

All the organizations involved in
this challenge, such as the minis-
tries of Health, Industry and Mining,
Agriculture, Transport, and Urban
Development, should work together
to mitigate the impacts of climate
change and its consequences.

WHO, Japan help Iran combat
malaria

The project, entitled Reinforcing
Malaria Elimination as Humanitari-
an Assistance in the Islamic Repub-

lic of Iran, will run throughout 2024.
WHO is implementing the project
with the Iranian Ministry of Health
and Medical Education, WHO web-
site reported on March 20.

Sistan-Baluchestan was hit
by heavy rainfall and flooding
in February 2024. Cross-border
population movement is constant
in the south-eastern border
provinces of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. These and other con-
ditions may further drive local
transmission of malaria. As such,
itis critical to put prevention and
control measures in place.

Jaffar Hussain, WHO Represen-
tative and Head of Mission to the
Islamic Republic of Iran, stressed
the vital importance of collabora-
tive action with the Government of
Japan: “The financial support pro-
vided by the people of Japan ar-
rives at a critical juncture, follow-
ing recent heavy rains and floods
in Sistan-Baluchestan province
in late February 2024. Through
concerted efforts and sustained
investment, WHO and its interna-
tional and local partners remain
steadfast in their commitment

to combat malaria and safeguard
public health in the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran and beyond.”

“The effect of climate change
has led to frequent flooding in
many parts of the world, including
Iran,” said His Excellency Mr Tamaki
Tsukada, Ambassador of Japan to
the Islamic Republic of Iran. “Ma-
laria, one of the world’s 3 major in-
fectious diseases, spreads through
mosquitoes after floods. In order
to protect the Iranian people from
malaria, it is important to extermi-
nate mosquitoes, protect oneself
from mosquitoes, and quickly di-
agnose and treat malaria cases at
an early stage. We hope that this
project will strengthen Iran’s crisis
response capacity and prevent the
spread of malaria and other infec-
tious diseases.”

The country is prone to natural
disasters, especially floods, and the
Iranian health system remains vul-
nerable. More than one-third of the
country’s 877 urban health centers
are in flood-prone areas.

Japan’s funding aims to reduce
the risk of malaria transmission in
Sistan-Baluchestan province. WHO
will support the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education to enable
indoor residual spraying and mos-
quito larviciding and to distribute
pyrethroid-treated long-lasting in-
secticidal nets.

It will also support the Ministry to
strengthen surveillance by enhanc-
ing laboratory diagnostics capaci-
ties to detect and diagnose malaria
cases. Further, WHO will help im-
prove risk communication and com-
munity engagement to reach target
populations with appropriate health
messages on how to protect against
malaria.

Iran appoints science attaché in Iraq

TEHRAN - Minister of Science, Research, ed.

and Technology, Mohammad-Ali Zolfigol, has
appointed Nader Nourmohammadi as Iran’s
science attaché in Iraq.

Identifying capacities and scientific fa-
cilities in Iraq; fostering scientific connec-
tions and cooperation with universities and
research institutions in Iran with a specific
focus on attracting students and technolo-
gists are among the main responsibilities of
appointed science attaché, IRNA reported.

Boosting educational co-op

In May 2023, Iragi Minister of Higher Ed-
ucation and Scientific Research, Naeem
Al-Aboudi, said many Iragi youths are inter-
ested in continuing their higher education in
Iran.

Now the demand for studying in Iran is very
high and a large number of Iragi students are
interested in continuing their higher edu-
cation in Iran as a friendly and neighboring
country, he added.

The Iraqgi official made the remarks in a

He pointed out that some 75,000 Iragi na-
tionals are currently studying in Iranian uni-
versities.

Boosting scientific
cooperation between the
two countries is among
the science attaché’s
responsibilities.

“The scientific abilities and capacities of
the two countries require that we boost co-
operation in the field of science and research,
and in this field, we need detailed planning
and the formation of special working groups,”
Al-Aboudi highlighted.

Zolfigol, for his part, while emphasizing the
need to increase joint scientific exchanges
between Iran and Iraq and holding joint sem-

Science minister Mohammad-Ali Zolfigol

inars, said holding a joint meeting between
heads of universities and research and tech-
nology centers of the two countries can help
increase cooperation.

In July 2022, the Iranian deputy science
minister Vahid Haddadi-Asl said from among
Islamic and neighboring countries, Iran puts
priority on increasing academic cooperation
with Iraq.

In a meeting with Iragi Ambassador to
Tehran Naseer Abdul Mohsen Abdullah, he
said Iraq has the largest number of foreign
nationals studying in Iran, so removing their
problems is one of the most important mis-
sions of the science ministry, IRNA reported.

meeting in Tehran with Zolfigol, IRNA report-
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$22m earmarked for
equipping technical-

vocational schools

A total budget of 900 billion rials (nearly $22 million) has been
requested to develop and equip technical-vocational high schools
across the country in the current Iranian calendar year (ending March
20, 2019), Mohsen Hosseini, an official with the Ministry of Education
has announced.

Describing some of the programs and priorities of the technical
and vocational training organization affiliated to the Ministry, Hos-
seini pointed to improvement of technical and vocational training
plans as the Ministry’s main priority.

Competency-based education and assessment is among the most
important programs of the technical and vocational organization,
which must be wellimplemented in all career and technical education
high school, he added, Mehr reported on Wednesday.
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Over 4,810 people receive
rescue services in 5 days

TEHRAN -A total of 4,813 flood-hit individ-
uals in 13 provinces received help from the
Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) over the
five days ended on April 27.

Conducting 91 rescue operations, 197 relief
teams consisting of 770 rescuers provided
help to affected people in Tehran, Qom, Fars,
Semnan, Alborz, Golestan, Mazandaran, Yazd,
Isfahan, Sistan-Baluchestan, South Kho-
rasan, Kerman, and Hormozgan provinces,
IRNA quoted Babak Mahmoudi, an official
with the IRCS, as saying.

Relief teams provided emergency shelter
accommodation for 344 individuals, trans-
ported 123 others to safe places, and re-
moved water from 392 residential houses.

Moreover, they distributed five tents, 684
blankets, 295 mats, 220 food packages, 958
canned food, 194 loaves of bread, and 580 ki-
lograms of rice among flood-hit people.

Rainfall increases by 16%

According to the Metrological Organiza-
tion, since the beginning of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 20), the country
has experienced an increase of 16 percent in
precipitation compared to the same period a
year before.

However, Tehran, Semnan, and Qazvin are
among the provinces that have received se-
verely low rainfall.

From March 20 till April 22, precipitations
amounted to 43 mm which shows an increase
of 16 percent compared to 37 mm long-term
average rainfall.

Since the beginning of the current water
year (September 23, 2023) till April 22, a total
of 167 mm of rainfall has been recorded in the
country. It represents a 16 percent decrease
from the long-term average of 198 mm.

According to statistics, Semnan (44 per-
cent), Tehran (40 percent), Qazvin (39 per-
cent), and Khorasan Razavi ( 37 percent)
provinces have received lower amounts of
rainfall compared to normal conditions.

The central, southern, and southeastern
parts of the country have also experienced
notably low rainfall.

Fars, with 30 percent, Hormozgan, 28 per-
cent, and Kerman, 25 percent, have had lower
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than normal precipitations.
The average temperature has been 1.5 to 2
degrees cooler.

Last week, in West Azarbaijan, East
Azarbaijan, and Ardabil provinces, the tem-
perature was 4 and 5 degrees Celsius above
normal. However, in Kerman, South Khorasan,
Sistan-Baluchestan, and Yazd provinces it
has been 4 to 7 degrees Celsius colder than
the long-term average.

From March 20 to April 22, the tempera-
tures in Tehran, Qazvin, Semnan, North Kho-
rasan, Razavi Khorasan, South Khorasan, as
well as West and North-West provinces were
within or above normal ranges.

The above-mentioned provinces are going
through the fourth consecutive year of seri-
ous water scarcity.

IRCS’s recent services

The Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) of-
fered first-aid training services to more than
four million people from March 14 to April 5.

Some 63,000 other people also received
rescue services.

Among 4,370 operations and services car-
ried out by the IRCS, 2,525 were rescue op-
erations, ISNA quoted Mahmoudi as saying.

The IRCS provided emergency shelters
for 3,931 individuals, treated 5,257 wound-
ed people, and transferred 1,567 others to
health centers.

Moreover, within the framework of a pro-
gram initiated on March 14, more than four
million individuals were trained in first aid by
the IRCS trainers, and 400 others received
online training.

Also, kids were made aware of natural haz-
ards, such as floods and earthquakes, and
other dangers using virtual reality or playing
games.

Climate change, pollution threat
Persian Gulf coral reefs

TEHRAN -The Persian Gulf’s unique marine
habitat is home to about eight percent of the
world’s coral reefs with more than 50 species,
however, climate change, global warming, and
pollution are pushing them toward extinction.

Coral reefs are in danger of disappearing
mainly due to oil pollution, with the fourth cor-
al bleaching event currently underway, IRNA
quoted Mohammad Talebi-Matin, an official
with the Department of Environment as saying.

He made the remarks on the occasion of
Persian Gulf National Day which is observed
on April 29 every year. The day marks the an-
niversary of forcing out the Portuguese navy of
the Strait of Hormuz in the Capture of Ormuz
(1622).

The Persian Gulf has an area of about 241,000
square kilometers. Its length is some 990 km,
and its width varies from a maximum of about
340 km to a minimum of 55 km in the Strait of
Hormuz.

It has its own environmental characteristics,
as it is a semi-closed sea, aging 15,000 years,
with an average depth of 35 meters, while be-
ing highly salty with severe heat fluctuations,
and an annual evaporation rate of 140 cm.

The diverse marine life in the Persian Gulf in-
cludes more than 1,600 species of fish (about
500 species in the Persian Gulf and 1142 spe-
cies in the Sea of Oman).

Moreover, there are 15 species of shrimp, 10
species of marine mammals, five species of sea
turtles, more than 90 species of birds, and a
wide variety of plankton.

This rich biodiversity stresses the impor-
tance of conserving the marine ecosystems in
the Persian Gulf, the official added.

He went on to say that a total of 111 coral
species have been identified in the Persian Gulf,
with 103 species found in the Iranian islands of

the region which further highlights the signifi-
cance of protecting coral reefs for the overall
health of the ecosystem.

In recent years, coral reefs have suffered
bleaching due to exposure to pollution and
global warming, putting them at risk of com-
pletely disappearing if necessary measures are
not taken.

The marine ecosystems in the Persian Gulf
have been significantly impacted by environ-
mental pollution, including industrial waste, oil
spills, chemical effluents, and marine debris.
These factors, combined with climate change
effects like rising temperatures and seawater
acidification, have led to severe damage to the
marine habitats in the region.

The deterioration of coral reefs poses a sig-
nificant challenge as they play a crucial role
in maintaining ecological balance in the seas.
Human activities such as coastal development,
dredging, overfishing, and exploitation of ma-
rine resources, along with climate change im-
pacts, have resulted in the destruction and loss
of coral reefs and reduced biodiversity in the
Persian Gulf.

Overa span of 22 years, various human activ-
ities like land reclamation, discharge of urban
and industrial wastewater, port construction,
vessel traffic, fishing, road building, popula-
tion growth, and tourism have contributed to
the degradation of marine ecosystems in the
region.

Efforts to protect the valuable marine eco-
system include updating the list of endangered
marine species, expanding restoration efforts
for wetland habitats and coral reefs, and imple-
menting conservation measures in a wider area
to safeguard these vulnerable ecosystems.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Failures are often the results of timidity and fears; disappointments
are the results of bashfulness; hours of leisure pass away like summer-
clouds, therefore, do not waste opportunity of doing good.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:02

Evening: 19:09 Dawn: 3:40 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:13 (tomorrow)

Mokarrameh Ghanbari’s paintings on
show at Sohrab Art Gallery

TEHRAN-Sohrab Art Gallery in Tehran is
hosting an exhibition of paintings by the
famous self-taught painter Mokarrameh
Ghanbari (1928-2005).

Organized in  collaboration  with
Mokarrameh House Museum, the exhibit
titled “Tales of Dari Kandeh” opened on
Friday. On display are 31 works from different
periods of the late painter’s artistic career,
Mehr reported.

On the opening day of the exhibition, the
2002 documentary “Mokarrameh - Dreams
and Memories” on the life and works of
the artist, directed by well-known Iranian
director Ebrahim Mokhtari was also screened.

Born in Dari Kandeh village in the northern
Babol County, Mazandaran Province,
Mokarrameh began painting at the age of 63
in 1991.

Despite her great talent, Mokarrameh
never received any formal training in painting.
She used bright, original colors inspired by
the beautiful natural surroundings of her
neighborhood as well as her memories and
dreams in her art.

She took on painting as a way to express
her feelings when her children, concerned
for her health, would no longer allow her the
farm work and cow herding she enjoyed.

The widowed Mokarrameh, then in her
early 60s, spent her time caring for the cows
that she loved and doing farm work, until
she became very ill and had to go to Tehran
for medical care. While she was sick in bed,
her children, who were concerned about her
health, sold the cows in order to reduce her

workload. But their well-meaning act sent
her into a depression. Her first painting was
a portrait of one of the cows she missed so
much.

A friend gave her paper and colored pencil
to express herself, and she immediately
began to draw obsessively. For four years,
she kept her art a secret out of fear of what
her neighbors would think. She painted late
at night and hid her work if anyone came into
her home. But her creative spirit would not be
suppressed. Her work found its way onto the
walls of her home, her stove, and the back of
discarded wallpaper. When he discovered her
new passion, her son brought her 50 sheets
of paper and she soon covered both sides of
them all, making her own paint of natural
dyes when she ran out of the store-bought
kind.

Within a few years, her works were being
recognized by painters in Iran and overseas.
For the first time in 1995, her paintings were
exhibited at Tehran’s Seyhun Gallery, with
follow-on exhibits in 1996, 1997, 1998, and
2005.

Her works have been compared with the
paintings of Russian-born French surrealist
Marc Chagall (1887-1985). They have been
exhibited at over 40 exhibitions in Iran and
other countries including Bowers Museum in
California.

In 2001, Ghanbari was awarded an
honorary certificate at the Conference of
the Foundation of Iranian Women'’s Studies
in Stockholm, and was named the year’s
exemplary woman. In addition, she was
named the “Female Painter of 2001” by the
Swedish National Museum.

She died at the age of 77 in 2005 and
was buried in the courtyard of her house.
After her death, her house was registered
as a museum by the Iran Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization to
preserve her artworks.

The exhibition will run until May 6 at Sohrab

Art Gallery located at No. 142, Somayeh Ave.,
between Mofatteh and Ramsar streets.

Cartoon of Day

Country of “Freedom”
Cartoonist: Rucke Souza from Brazil
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Yemen replaces India as special

guest of 2024 Tehran Intl. Book Fair

T —

Frome Page 1 » In February,
a cultural memorandum of
understanding  was  signed
between the organizers of the
Tehran International Book Fair
and the New Delhi International
Book Fair, with the aim of
promoting cultural exchange
between Iran and India through
literature.

As part of this agreement,
India was initially designated
as the special guest of the 35th
Tehran International Book Fair,
and Iran was set to reciprocate
as the special guest of the New
Delhi International Book Fair in
2025.

With only 10 days remaining
until the event, it remains to be
seen what plans Yemen has for
its participation in the Tehran
International Book Fair.

Being Iran’s major trade fair for
books, the TIBF has been turned
into a landmark, momentous
book fair in West Asia after 34
editions in a row. Millions of
visitors inspect the fair every
year, including thousands of

university students, scholars,

and their families.

The cultural event currently
serves as the most significant
cultural event in Iran. On average
2,500 domestic and 600 foreign

o il :
publishers participate in the
landmark event. The foreign
publishers substantially offer
their materials in English or
Arabic however titles in French,
German, Chinese, Korean, and

Japanese are also available.

The 35th Tehran International
Book Fair, with the slogan “Let’s
Read and Create” will be held
from May 8 to 18 in the Tehran’s
Imam Khomeini Mosalla.

Seminar on Ibn Sina held in Dublin

TEHRAN- A seminar focusing on the
cultural, literary,and historical commonalities
between Iran and Ireland, with a focus on Ibn
Sina (also known as Avicenna), the prominent
Iranian scientist, was held in Dublin.

The event was held to coincide with the
40th anniversary of the opening of the
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Ireland, IRNA reported on Saturday.

Organized with the participation of
University College Cork, Griffith College, and
Dun Laoghaire County Council, the event
was attended by ambassadors, diplomats,
students, and culture enthusiasts residing in
Dublin.

It began with a speech by Kazem Sharif
Kazemi, the Iranian charge d’affaires to
Ireland, the report added.

In his remarks, Sharif Kazemi emphasized
the importance of organizing cultural events
and exchanges between Iran and Ireland
to deepen the relationships and familiarity
between the two countries.

He also elaborated on some examples of
cultural, literary,and historical commonalities

between the two countries, including in epic
literature, colonial and famine history, and
shared historical sentiments.

Following that, the President of Griffith
College listed some common linguistic
roots between Iran and Ireland, focusing on
linguistic connections between the Persian
and Gaelic languages in poetry.

A professor from University College

Cork also spoke about the
references to Ibn Sina’s

He was particularly noted for his
contributions in the fields of Aristotelian
philosophy and medicine.

He is often described as the father of early
modern medicine.

His most famous works are “The Book
of Healing”, a philosophical and scientific
encyclopedia, and “The Canon of Medicine”,
a medical encyclopedia, which became a
standard medical text at

many medieval universities

Canon of Medicineinan Irish An exhibition of and remained in use
manuscript,  highlighting as late as 1650, laying
lbn Sina’s role in various documentsrelated out a detailed guide for
scientific fields, especially to Avicenna was d_iagnosing and treating
medicine. . ailments.

Moreover, the European unvelled. The Besides philosophy
DﬁpaEr(timené ll\/lanager ot documents are kept and medicine, Ayicellwr:ia’s
the Edwards International . corpus includes
Foundation on Sport for in the Chester Beatw writings on astronomy,
Social Change presented Library and the Marsh Zﬂig geo%rsaylz*%lgg;i
examples of the impact o .y gy, Y,
this field in changing the Dublin Library Islamic  theology, logic,
world, combating racism, mathematics,  physics,

and its role in solidarity
with the people of Palestine.

During the event, an exhibition of
documents related to Avicenna was also
unveiled.

The original manuscripts and documents
are kept in the Chester Beatty Library and the
Marsh Dublin Library.

Avicenna was born in 980, near Bukhara,
Iran (now in Uzbekistan). He was the most
famous and influential of the philosopher-
scientists of the medieval Islamic world.

and works of poetry.

Avicenna wrote most of his philosophical
and scientific works in Arabic, but also wrote
several key works in Persian, while his poetic
works were written in both languages.

Of the 450 works he is believed to have

written, around 240 have survived, including
150 on philosophy and 40 on medicine.

He died in 1037 in Hamedan and was buried
there.

His tomb is visited by thousands of tourists
from various cities and countries every year.

Daughter of prominent Palestinian poet killed
in Israeli airstrike in Gaza

Shaima Refaat Alareer, the
daughter of the prominent
Palestinian poet, was Kkilled

alongside her family in an Israeli
airstrike on a house west of Gaza
City on Friday, according to multiple
sources, four months after her
father died in a similar attack.

Alareer’s husbhand and their two-
month-old son also died in the
strike, according to eyewitnesses
and family friends, CNN reported.

Eyewitnesses  in  Al-Rimal
neighborhood said that three
Israeli missiles struck a home
where the family were sheltering,

When asked for comment about
the strike, the Israel Defense
Forces said it follows international
law and tries to “mitigate civilian
harm,” but was unable to provide
further comment without exact
coordinates and the time of the
strike.

Shaima was the daughter of
Palestinian poet Refaat Alareer,
who was killed along with several
other family members when an
Israeli airstrike hit their home in
the Shujayya neighborhood in
December.

Alareer spoke to CNN in October,

when he was deliberating over
whether to stay at his home in
Gaza City or flee further south with
his wife and six children. At the
time, the 44-year-old writer and
academic said they had no choice
but to remain in the north, as they
“have nowhere else to g0

Residents of Al-Rimal
neighborhood said Shaima and her
family had been displaced from
their home in Shujayya nearly four
months ago.

Shaima had posted news of her
motherhood in a recent post on her
private Facebook account, with a
message to her deceased father.

“I have a beautiful news for you,
I wish | could convey it to you while
you are in front of me, | present to
you your first grandchild. Do you
know, my father, that you have
become a grandfather?” Shaima
wrote.

“This is your grandson Abd
al-Rahman whom | have long
imagined you carrying, but | never
imagined that | would lose you
early even before you see him.”

Overnight Friday into Saturday,
at least 15 people were killed after
an Israeli strike targeted Nuseirat

refugee camp in central Gaza, with
at least two children still missing
under the rubble, according to the
Palestinian Civil Defense in Gaza.

The consequences of the over
200-day Israeli military attack on
the Gaza Strip are horrifying, both
in their scope and their deliberate
targeting of Palestinian civilians.
This is particularly alarming
given the shameful lack of global
pressure on Israel to adhere to
international law and the rulings
of the International Court of Justice
and to halt the ongoing crime of
genocide against the Palestinian
people.

The Israeli army has killed more
than 34,000 Palestinians since
October 7, 2023, about half of
which being women and children.
The bodies of several thousand are
still stuck under the rubble, while
thousands remain missing and are
presumed dead.

The lIsraeli military attack
resulted in the injury of 79,240
Palestinians, the vast majority
of whom were civilians. Most of
them were unable to access the
necessary medical treatment and
care due to lIsrael's destruction

of the healthcare system in the
Gaza Strip. Among them, at least
11,000 cases were deemed critical,
requiring travel for life-saving
treatment. Additionally, thousands
suffered amputations and
permanent disabilities, including
more than 1,200 children.

The Gaza Strip is now practically
uninhabitable, as the Israeli army
has destroyed over 60% of the
buildings there, destroying most
of the Strip’s residential squares
and homes almost completely
in the process. The destruction
was primarily caused by aerial
bombardment.

According to the preliminary,
non-final toll, at least 131,200
housing units in the Gaza Strip
have been completely destroyed,
and another 281,000 units have
been partially destroyed. In
addition, thousands of kilometers
of streets in the Strip have been
demolished and turned into dirt
roads full of rubble by Israeli forces,
all without any military necessity,
but rather to devastate the lives of
Palestinians there and disrupt their
geographical and social ties.
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