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Iran’s efforts to prevent 
geopolitical changes 
could be squandered 
by Yerevan’s mistakes: 
Armenian MP

TEHRAN – The Republic of Azerbaijan has 
so far retreated from constructing an illegal 
corridor that would change the historical 
borders of Iran and Armenia, but with the 
Armenian government’s weak performance 
at peace talks the Zangezur corridor might 
eventually become a reality, an Armenian 
Parliament member warns.

Anna Grigoryan, speaking to Tasnim News 
Agency on Monday, expressed concern that 
the Armenian government’s dependence on 
the West, and its tendency to prioritize a third 
country’s interests over those of the Armenian 
people spells trouble in the ongoing peace talks 
between Yerevan and Baku.  Page 2

Tehran, Muscat to step up 
tourism collaboration

TEHRAN – On Sunday, Iran’s Minister of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
met with Oman’s Minister of Social 
Development, discussing ways to enhance 
tourism cooperation. 

Ezzatollah Zarghami noted that enhancing 
tourism should be a priority for both 
countries, particularly considering the shared 
maritime boundary which presents a vital 
opportunity for strengthening social relations.

The Iranian minister expressed Iran’s 
readiness to assist in Oman’s restoration 
projects, reflecting on Iran’s vast experience 
in historical site restoration.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Zarghami pointed 
out that Iran leads 300 different fields in 
handicrafts, which presents substantial 
opportunities for international exhibitions 
that could showcase and celebrate the rich 
cultural heritage of both nations.  Page 6

Raisi criticizes 
Western 
suppression of pro-
Palestine protests

TEHRAN- The violent suppression of 
pro-Palestine student protests in Western 
institutions, especially in the U.S., has drawn 
opprobrium from Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi, who noted that it reveals the actual es-
sence of Western culture.

During a cabinet meeting on Sunday, Raisi 
made similar statements, calling the arrests 
of academics and students that followed the 
violent repression of anti-Zionist protests 
“another scandal for self-proclaimed advo-
cates of freedom of expression.”

“Today, thanks to the blessing of pure 
blood of the oppressed martyrs of Gaza, the 
true face of Western civilization has become 
clearer to the people of the world that the 
claim to support freedom of expression do 
not adhere to anything other than maintain-
ing their domination,” he said, according to 
the president’s official website.   Page 2

Annual fishery exports 
exceed 210,000 tons 

TEHRAN – Iran exported more than 210,000 
tons of fishery products worth $650 million to 
67 different countries in the previous Iranian cal-
endar year (ended on March 19), according to the 
head of Iran’s Fishery Organization (IFO).

The exports of the mentioned products in-
creased by 50 million compared to the previous 
year, IRNA reported.

According to Hossein Hosseini, the country ex-
ported $600 million worth of fishery products in 
the Iranian calendar year 1401.

Announcing a positive balance of $520 million 
in the mentioned year, Hosseini said that there is 
a capacity of up to $2.0 billion in exports for the 
country’s fishery industry.

Iran’s aquaculture industry is on a wave of pro-
gress and has world ranks in the production of 
some fishery products.

It is worth mentioning that the growth and 
development of Iran’s aquaculture industry has 
reached the point where the country has become 
a model for the countries of the region and the 
world.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) believes that Iran plays a re-
sponsible and central role in the fishing and aqua-
culture industry in the region, and for this reason, 
it can be considered a model for the countries of 
the region.

Now the world markets have become the target 
of the export of the country’s fishery products, so 
that, the value of fishery exports also increased by 
67 percent in the Iranian calendar year 1400 com-
pared to the preceding year.

In addition to the executive role of the IFO, the 
role of research and knowledge-based activities 
in this field is very important, and the entry of 
young specialists and knowledge-based experts 
in various sectors of the fishery industry has 
made the sanctions ineffective.
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Iran decries U.S. police 
excessive violence against 
protesters  

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani has denounced the U.S. police crackdown on 
students expressing solidarity with the people of Gaza 
Strip.  

During his weekly presser on Monday, Kanaani cited 
the numerous pro-Palestine demonstrations and sit-ins 
at American universities, pointing out that these events 
demonstrate the intensity of anti-Zionist sentiment as 
well as the global public’s vigilance regarding the Palestine 
issue. 

They also highlight the extent of support for the Israeli 
regime’s genocide in Gaza, which has received backing from 
the U.S. and some European governments.

The spokesman stated that people who care about 
justice will not put up with governments endorsing the 
homicidal war of the Zionist system, and that the U.S. 
government cannot use strong measures to put an end to 
protestors. 

He expressed alarm over the students’ actions and 
stressed that the Iranian foreign ministry will not tolerate 
the crackdown.  Page 2

Are Gaza ambushes delaying 
Rafah invasion? 

By Wesam Bahrani
TEHRAN- On Monday, the Palestinian resistance 

movement Hamas targeted Israeli occupation forces in a 
minefield prepared with explosive devices and unexploded 
Israeli missiles in central Gaza.

The al-Qassam brigades, the armed wing of Hamas, 
published video footage accompanied by a statement 
saying it lured a large Israeli force into a mine ambush 
in the area of al-Mughraqa that resulted in “14 enemy 
soldiers dead and injured”. 

Al-Qassam revealed that the minefield where Israeli 
forces were lured was prepared with explosive devices 
and Israeli F16 missiles that the regime’s warplanes had 
dropped on civilians in Gaza but failed to explode.

Hebrew media has spoken of difficult battles in the same 
area with the Israeli news site rotter.net reporting that 
three soldiers from the Israeli army were killed and eleven 
others sustained injuries in a mine explosion inside Gaza.

Other Israeli media outlets circulated reports of a 
“difficult security incident,” in which dead and wounded 
soldiers were evacuated from the vicinity of the Nitzanim 
base north of Mughraqa, central Gaza.  Page 5

Undeterred by clampdowns, 
mass arrests 

By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN - Pro-Palestinian demonstrations at US 
universities show no sign of abating despite police 
crackdown and growing threats made by college 
administrators. 

Students across universities in the US have been protesting 
against Israel’s genocidal war on the Gaza Strip since the 
regime declared war on the territory on October 7. 

College campus demonstrations began to snowball 
after New York police removed a protest encampment 
at Columbia University and arrested more than 100 on 
April 18. Students at dozens of universities have set 
up encampments over the past two weeks to express 
solidarity with the Palestinian people in Gaza. 

Police have arrested at least 900 students, university 
employees and faculty members during violent 
confrontations with protesters since April 18. 

On Sunday, students set up a new encampment on Yale 
University’s campus in the northeastern state of Connecticut. 
A week earlier, police broke up a protest camp at the 
university and arrested nearly four dozen students.  Page 5

Iranian FM meets 
Central African 
industry minister 

 TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian held a meeting 
on Monday with Thierry Patrick Akoloza, 
the Central African minister of industries.   
The discussion centered on bolstering 
ties between Iran and Central Africa 
Republic, underlining a commitment to 
mutual respect and shared interests. 

Addressing the significance of Iran’s 
relationship with the African nations, 
Amir Abdollahian emphasized the 
deep-rooted connection and practical 
cooperation between the Islamic 
Republic and Africa.  

Despite facing sanctions, Iran has 
showcased resilience and economic 
strength with the participation of 25 
foreign trade-economic delegations 
at the 6th Export Potential Exhibition, 
known as “Iran EXPO 2024.”  

 Page 3

An Iranian military truck carries surface-to-air missiles past a portrait of Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during a parade on the occasion of the country’s annual army day on April 18, 2018, in Tehran.

Far-Sighted 
Leader
How did Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
opposition to missile negotiations 
with US bolster Iran’s position at 
the historic moment? 



In an analysis, the Iran newspaper discussed 
the successful policy of the 13th government 
against the enemy. It wrote: Europeans 
retreated after Iran’s missile attack on Tel Aviv; 
they repeatedly lobbied to restrain the actions 
of Tel Aviv’s extremist leaders to prevent the 
spread of the war. Also, Israel’s silence and 
fear of response to Iran’s military operations, 
along with the isolation of this regime in the 
Middle East region, are just a few examples 
that show the clear impact of Raisi’s foreign 
policy on Iran’s security and international 
position. In addition, today, Iran is recognized as 
a fulcrum in the most important regional and 
international negotiations. Meanwhile, Raisi 
assumed the responsibility of implementing 
a complex approach to foreign policy. With a 
correct understanding of the structure and 
multifaceted relationships, he has resulted 
in the power game in the international arena. 
Therefore, the continuation of this path which is 
the product of his and his diplomats’ reflection 
and foresight in the world of politics, could 
not only remove the shadow of war from the 
country but also consolidate and stabilize Iran’s 
position as a perfect actor in the international 
scene.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Wave of awareness
Vatan-e-Emrooz analyzed the dimensions 

of the protests in America in an interview 
with Dr. Mohammad Hadi Homayoun, a 
university professor. The paper said: The recent 
activism of the American student movement 
in defending the Palestinian issue was an 
extraordinary event that needs to be analyzed 
from various aspects. Such activism on a wide 
and deep level, among a generation of young 
people carries broad messages for the whole 
world. According to Homayoun’s opinion, there 
is a relationship between the Islamic revolution 
and the developments in Western universities. 
The Islamic Revolution started laying the 
groundwork for a just civilization 45 years 
ago, and now it is gradually moving towards 
the regional stage and then the international 
stage. It seems that Western civilization 
has faced serious challenges, including the 
current resistance in the region and the world 
scene that exists today. In such a situation, 
Western civilization has become weaker and is 
collapsing. However the Islamic civilization has 
been the leader of such developments for years, 
and it has made this civilization a serious option 
for the future of the world.

Hamshahri: Iran’s position is the position of 
power

In an interview with Hasan Beheshtipour, a 
senior expert on international issues, Hamshahri 
addressed the presence of some Iranian and 
American officials at the World Economic Forum 
in Riyadh and said: The presence of Iranian 
and American officials has led to some media 
speculations about the possibility of secret 
negotiations between Tehran and Washington 
regarding banking transactions. In the current 
situation, such consultations seem unlikely, 
but even if such discussions are held, it should 
not be interpreted as “retreat”. The recent 
missile and drone attack in the framework of 
the punitive operation “True Promise” or the 
missile attack of the past years on Al-Assad 
American Airbase, shows Iran’s strong position 
in pursuing the country’s national interests 
and national security. Now that both efforts 
are being made to neutralize the effects of 
sanctions and the Islamic Republic has shown 
its strength and strategic power to the world, if 
there is a negotiation or consultation, it will be 
from the position of power. In such a situation, 
if the negotiation has a positive result, it will be 
good; otherwise, we have not lost anything.

Javan: Failure of the dollar to the field and 
diplomacy

In a commentary, Javan investigated the fall 
of the value of the U.S. dollar against the Iranian 
rial after punishing Israel and wrote: The firing 
of our country’s old and cheap missiles at Israel 
was the prelude to the fall of the dollar and the 
increase in the value of the national currency. 
So, not only the currency market did not rise, 
but it fell, and even now, the positive changes 
in foreign policy have a role in its continuation. 
During the days of Iran’s determination to 
punish the Zionist regime, some experts 
constantly instilled that if Iran defended its 
prestige and responded to the insolence of 
the Israeli regime in attacking our country’s 
consulate in Syria, the currency market would 
explode, and other markets would be involved 
as well, so it is better not to respond to such 
an insult. A very important point is that Iran 
has adapted to the existing conditions after 
enduring the heavy sanctions imposed on our 
country. Therefore, due to the growth of foreign 
exchange earnings, Iran has a wide variety of 
foreign exchange resources, which can easily 
control the market, from the sale of crude oil. From page 1    Calling the uprising of 

Western students, professors and elites in 
support of the oppressed people of Gaza as 
a big event with wide dimensions, the Iranian 
president said that “undoubtedly, this uprising 
and awakening against cruelty and crime 
and domination will not be extinguished by 
violence, beatings and arrests of professors 
and students who support the oppressed 
people of Gaza.”

In another part of his speech, Raisi 
emphasized the importance of managers’ 
control and supervision over the 
performance of their organizations, 
and stated, “What was raised from the 
beginning of the government under the title 
of managers’ guidance patrol emphasized 
the importance of supervision.”

He went on to express satisfaction with 
the reports of the economic officials of 
the government about reducing inflation, 
controlling and reducing the growth of 
liquidity and reducing the price of currency, 
and described the continuation of this 
process as requiring special control and 

care by the relevant institutions, and in this 
regard, deemed the regular formation of the 
Economic Council and the Market Regulation 
Headquarters necessary.

Raisi also described his plan to visit the 
17th and 18th districts of Tehran as an action 
in line with provincial trips and close contact 
with the people of these areas in order to 
follow up and solve their problems, and by 
stating that the presence of officials among 
the people and close contact with them has 
no alternative in terms of effectiveness, 
and urged all the ministers to pay special 
attention to communicating with the people 
and listening to their problems and demands 
to plan for those sections of the society who 
are not able to communicate directly with the 
government officials.

Raisi’s comments coincided with widespread 
demonstrations against the Washington-
backed Israeli assault on the Gaza Strip, which 
has resulted in over 34,450 deaths and over 
77,500 injuries since early October. 

These rallies have taken place at over 20 
U.S. institutions and many more in Europe. 

The students are demanding that colleges 
cut links with firms that back the war being 
waged by the Israeli authorities on the 
beleaguered Palestinian territories. 

As they continue to demonstrate to 
demand a stop to Israel’s murder in Gaza, 
hundreds of students have reportedly been 
jailed and risk expulsion from campuses 
around the country, according to reports 

from American media. 

They said that U.S. police are present on 
college campuses in large numbers, with 
some even resorting to chemical irritants 
and Tasers to scatter students who were 
protesting the Israeli atrocities in Gaza during 
the previous seven months. 

Iran’s top human rights official denounced 
on Sunday the aggressive treatment of 
academics and students by the U.S., adding 
that the repression gives the occupying regime 
more confidence to carry out its crimes.

“Undoubtedly, the violent crackdown on 
student movements by the United States and 
other Western governments is in line with 
their policy of openly supporting the Zionist 
regime’s killings and war crimes,” Kazem 
Gharibabadi, the secretary of Iran’s High 
Council for Human Rights, said in a letter to 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Volker Türk.

He warned that such an approach will 
encourage Israel to “continue warmongering, 
genocide and crimes against humanity in the 
occupied territories.”

“Attempts to suppress and silence the 
voices of protesting professors and students 
and intimidate them ... are in flagrant 
contradiction to the [Western] countries’ 
obligation to guarantee free speech, freedom 
of peaceful assembly, prohibition of arbitrary 
arrest, and the right to education under 
international treaties and conventions,” he 
added.

TEHRAN – The Republic of 
Azerbaijan has so far retreated 
from constructing an illegal 
corridor that would change 
the historical borders of Iran 
and Armenia, but with the 
Armenian government’s weak 
performance at peace talks 
the Zangezur corridor might 
eventually become a reality, an 
Armenian Parliament member 
warns.

Anna Grigoryan, speaking 
to Tasnim News Agency on 

Monday, expressed concern that 
the Armenian government’s 
dependence on the West, and 
its tendency to prioritize a third 
country’s interests over those 
of the Armenian people spells 
trouble in the ongoing peace 
talks between Yerevan and Baku.

“Our leaders easily accept 
whatever Azerbaijan demands. 
It is not unlikely for them 
to eventually agree to this 
corridor as well,” the lawmaker 
said, adding that establishing 

what’s been called by Azeri 
and Turkish officials as the 
Zangezur corridor would not 
have any economic benefits for 
Armenia despite Azerbaijan’s 
propaganda. “Such pathway 
would not be economic. 

It is solely political because it 
aims to connect Turkey to Central 
Asia and eventually China. If Baku 
and Ankara truly care about our 
ailing economy, then they can 
reopen the railways that have 
existed for decades.”

Armenia has recently ceded 
four villages to Azerbaijan, 
drawing the ire of the ethically 
Armenian locals. Residents 
of the villages have staged 
protests in recent days 
demanding that Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan step down.

“I agree that peace must finally 
take shape, but unfortunately, 
the peace that is now being 
imposed on us is not a dignified 
peace,” Grigoryan added.

From page 1    He added that 
the U.S. demonstrated that it 
adheres to a double standard 
when it comes to human rights by 
sending police officers to college 
campuses. 

The spokesman went on to say 
that in order to meet legitimate 
public demands, the U.S. officials 
must allow students to voice their 
opinions. As a result, the Zionist 
regime’s supporters and other 
world leaders are expected to 
give this crucial issue significant 
attention.

”Iran adamant to establish 
regional stability, security”

Also, Kanaani said that Iran’s 
hosting of Iran Expo 2024 
demonstrates Iran’s serious 
commitment to consolidating 
stability, security, and sustainable 
development in the region. 

He also emphasized Iran’s role 
as a harbinger of friendship and 
brotherhood among regional 
countries, adding that Iran 
believes that these countries 
can achieve security, prosperity, 
and sustainable development 
by cooperating based on shared 
interests.He said that Iran Expo 
2024 presents a significant chance 
for communication between 
Iranian officials and those of the 
more than 22 participating nations. 

He also stated that the show 
is a major accomplishment 
for the Iranian government 
and highlights Iran’s proactive 
involvement in security and 
political issues meant to stabilize 
the region and fend off threats 
to security. According to him, 
the exhibition’s sizable foreign 
participation count reflects Iran’s 
dedication to promoting global 
collaboration. 

Tehran-Riyadh relations 
The official added that bilateral 

discussions and consultations 
in the political and economic 
spheres between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia are ongoing and 
that relations between the two 
nations are proceeding naturally.

Kanaani stated in his remarks 
that Saudi Arabia’s participation 
in Iran Expo 2024 demonstrates 
the Arab nation and Iran’s shared 
trade views. Economic matters 
were on the table starting with 
the restoration of diplomatic 
relations between Tehran and 
Riyadh, the spokesperson 
continued. He further predicted 
a bright future for Iran and 
Saudi Arabia as ambassadors in 
the respective countries pursue 
expansion of relations.

Active role of IRGC in 
uprooting terrorism 

The European Parliament’s 
members would have been 
vulnerable to terrorist attacks 
within the building if the IRGC 
hadn’t been involved in the battle 
against multilateral terrorism, 
according to Kanaani. He advised 
them to make the proper choice and 
have the appropriate perspective 
on the IRGC, stating that it is the 
largest counterterrorism force in 
the world. 

Terror attack in Russia
He said that any terrorist acts 

and activities against Russian 
nationals or government 
buildings, or any other nation, are 
abhorred. 

He said that Iran fights 
terrorism alongside its allies, 
including Russia. 

Kanaani emphasized that 
terrorism poses a threat to all 
nations worldwide. 

Although some nations utilize 
terrorism as a weapon to further 
their objectives, it is seen as a 
threat to all nations in the region 
and the world. He also emphasized 
that fighting terrorism required a 
strong sense of unity.

Helmand water rights 

We have fervently and at all 
levels requested Iran’s water 
rights from the Afghan side in the 
fulfillment of the pact between 
Iran and Afghanistan, Kanaani 
said. He went on to say that 
around 112 million cubic meters 
of water had flown into Iranian 
territory. 

U.S. embroilment in Gaza War 

The spokesman stated that 
the U.S. is one of the countries 
pursuing the “normalization 
process” between regional 
nations and the Zionist regime.

This indicates Washington is 
not interested in mediating a 

ceasefire in Gaza because it could 
halt providing financial, political, 
and military support to Israel to 
help end the conflict; hence, the 
U.S. administration is unable to 
demonstrate its sincerity and 
competence in this regard. 

Palestine Issue 
The Iranian diplomat 

highlighted that the Palestinian 
issue is one of the most crucial 
regional and global issues, and 
that the war in Gaza requires 
an immediate ceasefire before 
reopening all crossings to allow 
humanitarian aid to reach the 
besieged area. 

He also pointed out that the 
Israeli regime’s exchange of 
prisoners with the Palestinian 
resistance movement is another 
important issue. 

Iran-Iraq deal 
Iran’s demands from Iraq are 

fully clear, he said, noting that 
certain parts of the requests 
have been implemented and 
other parts are being pursued; 
however, Tehran expects Baghdad 
to completely implement the 
agreement, hoping for proper 
results in this regard.

When asked how Tehran and 
Baghdad planned to put the 2023 
Iran-Iraq Security Treaty into 
effect, Kanaani said that the goal 
was to secure shared borders 
and satisfy Iranian requests for 
combating causes of instability 
both inside and outside of both 
nations. 

Tehran wants Baghdad to fully 
implement the deal, expecting 
for appropriate outcomes in this 
respect. 

He stated that Iran’s 
expectations from Iraq are clearly 
apparent, noting that some of the 
requests have been implemented 
and others are being pursued. 

TEHRAN- In keeping with national 
objectives, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian has stressed the need of 
cooperative and positive relations between 
the nation’s media and diplomatic apparatus.

Amir Abdollahian made the statements 
during the sixth meeting with managers 
and CEOs of the country’s media on Sunday 
evening. 

The gathering took place in a cordial setting 
where attendees discussed the most crucial 
matters pertaining to Iran’s ties with other 
countries as well as regional and global trends. 

Mass media managers and CEOs praised the 
Foreign Ministry’s strategy and performance 
in the wake of the “Al-Aqsa Storm Operation”, 
as well as their complementary coordination 
and interaction with the nation’s armed forces 
during the “True Promise Operation” against 
the Zionist regime at various international 
platforms to protect the security and interests 
of the nation. 

For his part, Amir Abdollahian expressed 
gratitude to the nation’s media for helping to 
promote the foreign policy and elucidate it to 
both domestic and international audiences. 

Amir Abdollahian praised the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution for his crucial and astute 
role in guiding the nation through challenging 
times, but he also emphasized  President 
Ebrahim Raisi’s administration’s strategy for 
advancing and achieving national goals. 

The top diplomat also referred to the Gaza 
Strip and explained the role Iran played in the 
diplomatic arena in support of the oppressed 
Palestinian nation.

In a statement posted on social media 
platform X on Saturday, Amir Abdollahian 
commended the South African government for 
its proactive stance against Israel, highlighting 
its alignment with the enduring legacy of 
Nelson Mandela’s anti-apartheid struggle.

He underscored South Africa’s resolute legal 
actions against the “genocide” perpetrated by 
the Zionist regime, praising Johannesburg’s 
unwavering support for Palestine. 

According to Amir Abdollahian, these 
actions reflect a continued commitment to 
Mandela’s principles of combating oppression 
and dismantling apartheid.

Furthermore, Amir Abdollahian emphasized 
the depth of cooperation between Tehran and 
Pretoria, attributing this partnership partly 
to Iran’s commitment to multilateralism in its 
foreign policy approach.

 He expressed hope for the continued 
prosperity and well-being of the South African 
people, along with sustained progress under 
its friendly government.

Given Israel’s military offensive in Gaza, 
which has resulted in widespread devastation 
and loss, including a significant number 
of civilian casualties, the importance of 
international intervention and solidarity with 
the Palestinian cause has become increasingly 
apparent. 

Through diplomatic efforts and legal 
recourse, nations like South Africa are working 
to hold perpetrators of atrocities accountable 
and uphold the principles of justice and human 
rights.
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In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

A war that did not happen

Raisi criticizes Western suppression of pro-Palestine protests

Iran’s efforts to prevent geopolitical changes could be  
squandered by Yerevan’s mistakes: Armenian MP

Tehran decries U.S. police excessive 
violence against protesters  

FM calls for media-diplomacy alliance in 
support of national interests



By Alireza Akbari
TEHRAN- The insight of the 

Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has kept 
the Islamic Republic’s upper hand in 
its deterrent missile prowess.

 In the realm of national defense, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
maintained a formidable stance 
thanks in large part to the strategic 
foresight of the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution.

 As the architect behind Iran’s 
missile program, Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s influence has been 
pivotal in shaping the country’s 
deterrent capabilities. 

Visionary leadership and Iran’s 
missile program

Speaking in late June 2017, 
Brigadier General Amir Ali 
Hajizadeh, commander of 
the Islamic Revolution Guard 
Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force, 
underscored Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
significant role in establishing Iran’s 
missile industry. General Hajizadeh 
highlighted Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
involvement since the Sacred 
Defense era (Iran’s defense against 
the invading Saddam Hussein army 
in the 1980s), where he consistently 
advocated for the advancement 
of military capabilities, including 
through reverse engineering.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
leadership has been characterized 
by a steadfast commitment 
to bolstering Iran’s defense 
infrastructure and ensuring its 
preparedness in the face of external 
threats. His visionary approach 
has enabled Iran to assert itself 
as a regional power, capable of 
safeguarding its sovereignty and 
deterring potential aggressors.

Furthermore, Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s emphasis on self-
reliance and indigenous innovation 
has not only propelled Iran’s 
technological advancements but 
also solidified its position as a 
leader in defense technology within 
the region.

On March 30, 2016, in the 
meeting with the panegyrists of 

Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) on the occasion 
of Fatimah Zahra’s (s.a.) birthday 
anniversary, Ayatollah Khamenei 
pointed to the bullying policy 
of big powers, saying, “I am not 
against political negotiations, of 
course not with everyone. There 
are some exceptions. I am alright 
with political negotiations at an 
international level. I have had 
certain ideas in this regard since 
the time of my presidency and I 
have always pursued such matters. 
They should not pretend that we are 
against the essence of negotiation. 
This is not the case. We agree with 
it more than they do and in some 
cases, we know how to negotiate 
better than they do. We know how 
to act in this regard. The enemy is 
using political negotiations as well. 
Therefore, we should be careful.” 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Ayatollah 
Khamenei stated, “Some people say 
the future of the world is all about 
negotiations, not about missiles.” If 
this is said out of ignorance, well it is 
ignorance, but if it is said knowingly, 
it is treason! How is such a thing 
possible? If the Islamic Republic 
pursues science and technology, 
political negotiations and various 
financial and economic projects – all 
of which are necessary of course – 
but lacks a defensive power and the 
power to defend, then any rogue and 
any small and tiny government will 
threaten it with missiles if it does 
not do such and such a thing. Well, 
if you do not have the opportunity to 
defend, you will be forced to retreat.” 

According to the Leader, the 
achievements of the Islamic 

Revolution Guard Corps have been 
“a source of pride and honor not 
only for Iranians but also for other 
nations.” 

Also on October 25, 2017, the 
Leader, in his address to military 
cadets, touched on the importance 
of security saying, “ When we say 
that security is one of the most 
important areas, this is because 
every other achievement depends 
on security. If security does not 
exist, then scientific, industrial and 
economic achievements will not 
exist either.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, 
Ayatollah Khamenei added, “We 
should rely on our elements of 
power despite and contrary to 
the desires of the enemy. We have 
announced before and we would 
like to announce once more that 
the defensive resources and power 
of the country are not negotiable, 
and they cannot be bargained over. 
Can they come along and criticize 
us for having defensive means, for 
having various forms and versions 
of them, and for producing and 
researching into them in the first 
place? We will not bargain and 
negotiate with the enemy over 
those things which increase, and 
provide support to national power. 
We are moving forward on the path 
of the country’s power, and this 
falls on your shoulders.”

Throughout various periods, 
Ayatollah Khamenei has 
consistently emerged as an 
advocate of the defensive missile 
program. His unwavering stance 
that Iran’s missile capabilities are 

not negotiable has underscored 
the country’s commitment to 
safeguarding its borders and 
national security.

Since the triumph of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei has 
steadfastly backed the development 
of missile technology, recognizing 
it as a critical component of the 
nation’s deterrence strategy. This 
steadfast support has elevated Iran 
to a level of capability that it can 
effectively protect its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.

The recent punitive and 
retaliatory response of the Islamic 
Republic to the Zionist regime’s 
aggression on April 13 once again 
showcased Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
resolute position on keeping Iran’s 
missile program beyond the realm 
of negotiations with the West. 
Following the terrorist attack on 
the Iranian embassy in Damascus 
on April 1, Iran swiftly responded 
with a barrage of drones and 
missiles targeting Israeli military 
bases in occupied territories.

Operation True Promise, as it 
was named, reportedly involved a 
total of 300 drones and missiles 
precisely aimed at Israeli military 
installations across occupied 
lands. This decisive action begs the 
question: without Iran’s formidable 
missile capabilities, how could such 
a response have been possible?

Ayatollah Khamenei’s leadership 
has ensured that Iran maintains the 
upper hand in responding to threats 
and aggression, safeguarding the 
country’s interests and deterring 
potential adversaries.

Even amidst pressure to rewrite 
the Iran nuclear deal, known as 
the JCPOA, during the tenure of 
Donald Trump, Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
foresightedness prevailed. Iran 
avoided accepting Trump’s demands 
for limitations on its missile 
capabilities, regional influence, and 
nuclear program.

In essence, Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
vision epitomizes his commitment 
to protecting national sovereignty 
and deterring aggression. 

TEHRAN - Mohammad Jamshidi, the deputy 
chief of staff for political affairs under President 
Raisi, has voiced criticism over the presence of 
American snipers at Indiana University amid 
recent anti-genocide protests in U.S. universities.

In a Twitter statement on Monday, Jamshidi 
highlighted the deployment of snipers at Indiana 
University, accompanied by campus officials, as 
they moved towards demonstrations against 
genocide. 

He underscored the stark contrast in 
reactions that would likely occur if such an act 
of intimidation took place in other nations, 
emphasizing the hypothetical media uproar and 
relentless condemnation.

“These are snipers at Indiana University 
heading towards the anti-genocide protests 

and escorted by campus officials. If this ugly act 
of intimidation took place at any university in a 
so-called adversary country, imagine the media 
response. Imagine the endless condemnations,” 
Jamshidi stated.

The protests have rippled beyond American 
shores, with over 20 U.S. universities and several 
European counterparts galvanizing against the 
Washington-backed Israeli aggression, which has 
exacted a toll of over 34,000 lives since October. 

At Columbia University, a formidable “Gaza 
Solidarity Encampment” has taken root, with 
impassioned students clamoring for the 
institution to divest from companies entangled 
with the Israeli regime. Similar fervor has ignited 
protests across MIT, New York University, the 
University of Michigan, and Yale, with the latter 
institution indicating potential disciplinary 
actions against arrested students.

The overarching demand resonating from 
these protests is a call for universities to 
sever ties with entities complicit in furthering 
the occupying regime’s agenda in Palestinian 
territories under siege. Indeed, these 
encampments and the global pro-Palestinian 
rallies stand as a testament to the reverberations 
of Operation Al Aqsa Storm penetrating the 

heart of the United States.

Yet, amidst the worldwide displays of 
solidarity, authorities have responded with 
draconian measures, resulting in the arrests 
of hundreds of protesters across university 
campuses. 

President Joe Biden’s denunciation of these 
protests, coupled with the unwavering support 
extended to Israel, underscores the entrenched 
complicity of the United States in perpetuating 
the cycle of violence and oppression in the region.

On Sunday, Iranian students rallied behind 
the burgeoning encampments emerging across 
American universities, echoing resolute support 
for the besieged Palestinians in Gaza and 
vehemently demanding an immediate cessation 
of Tel Aviv’s democidal campaign within the 
enclave.

Condemnation echoed across Iranian 
academic circles as students, professors, and 
university staff congregated on their respective 
campuses post-noon prayer on Sunday.

Their unified stance aimed squarely at 
decrying the flagrant crimes and atrocities 
perpetrated by the Israeli regime in Gaza over 
the past seven months.

TEHRAN - The commander of 
the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Navy has delivered 
a resolute message reaffirming 
Iran’s unwavering dedication 
to fostering “peace, security, 
brotherhood, and friendship” in 
the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri 
made the remarks on Persian 
Gulf Day as he shed light on the 
momentous historical event of 
the Portuguese occupation of the 
Persian Gulf, which finally ceased 
on April 29, 1622, after 117 years.

In a comprehensive address, 
Tangsiri underscored the economic 
significance of the Persian Gulf, 

revealing that a staggering 40% of 
the globe’s gas and a commanding 
62% of its oil reserves are nestled 
within its shores. 

He also reiterated Iran’s steadfast 
commitment to safeguarding the 
vital Strait of Hormuz, a bustling 
maritime thoroughfare facilitating 
the passage of 83 vessels daily 
and ensuring uninterrupted global 
trade.

Despite external challenges, 
Tangsiri emphasized Iran’s 
proactive policy to foster peace 
and solidarity with fellow 
Muslim nations in the region. 
He articulated Iran’s steadfast 
rejection of warmongering 
agendas juxtaposed against 

Tehran’s steadfast advocacy for 
diplomacy and cooperation.

“The region holds strategic and 
economic significance for both 
Iran and our neighboring nations,” 
asserted the IRGC navy chief, 
underscoring that “foreign entities 
harbor nefarious intentions” through 
illegitimate presence and arms 
sales in the Persian Gulf.He further 
remarked, “Those arriving from 
distant lands to this region aren’t 
seeking security. We’ve extended a 
message of peace, friendship, and 
solidarity to the Muslim nations in 
the vicinity.”

Tangsiri went on to emphasize 
Iran’s commitment to “mutual 
interests with regional countries.”

Concluding on a forward-
looking note, Tangsiri echoed 
the imperative of executing the 
directives of the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, particularly in 
cultivating maritime awareness 
among the nation’s youth. 

The Persian Gulf, spanning around 
251,000 square kilometers, is 
bordered to the north by the Arvand 
River, delineating the boundary 
between Iran and Iraq, and to the 
south by the Strait of Hormuz, 
linking the Persian Gulf to the Sea of 
Oman and the Indian Ocean.

This crucial waterway acts as 
a vital international trade route, 
facilitating commerce between 
West Asia, Africa, India, and China.

Shamsaei hopeful of 
September’s Futsal 
World 2024 success 
TEHRAN - Head coach Vahid Shamsaei believes 

newly minted AFC Futsal Asian Cup Thailand 2024 
champion Iran has the potential to go the distance 
at September’s FIFA Futsal World Uzbekistan 
2024.Iran produced a dominant performance to 
defeat host Thailand 4-1 in the final to secure a 
historic 13th title at the Bangkok Arena on Sunday.

For Shamsaei, the win was special for him 
and his players, as they redeemed themselves 
following their 2022 final heartbreak at the hands 
of Japan.

“Reflecting on the previous tournament, 
despite scoring plenty of goals throughout, we 
ultimately lost in the final against Japan. This time, 
we maintained a high level of concentration,” said 
Shamsaei.“I want to express my deep appreciation 
to all my players for their sacrifice and hard work, 
especially during the holiday season when we 
chose to stay back and train. 

“I’m incredibly grateful for the support from 
their families in allowing them to dedicate 
themselves to our shared goal. I firmly believe 
that it’s these sacrifices that have shaped our 
journey towards becoming champions of Asia.”

Iran won their sixth consecutive match to lift 
their 13th title with Shamsaei saying that his 
team was more balanced for this edition. 

“Changing a generation is very difficult. We 
started this tournament without our best player, 
Hossein Tayebi, who was the top scorer in the last 
edition. At that time, we only had four players 
with Asian Cup experience. For this tournament, 
we only had five players with no experience in the 
Asian Cup.

“We will now shift our focus to the FIFA World 
Cup. The preparations for that will be different, 
and we need good support from the federation. 
I have had plenty of support from my team of 
advisors and assistant head coach. The decision 
whether I remain as head coach depends on the 
federation,” he added.

Iran’s third goal 
squashed our 
hopes: Rodrigo
TEHRAN – Thailand coach Miguel Rodrigo said 

that third goal by Iran squashed their hopes of 
mounting a fightback. 

Thailand lost to Iran 4-1 at the AFC Futsal Asian 
Cup Thailand 2024 final on Sunday.

“I thought we could come back even after 
conceding twice but the third goal by Iran 
squashed our hopes of mounting a fightback,” 
said Rodrigo. “Iran was far more superior and 
fully deserved to win the title. Congratulations to 
them.”

“I would really like to stay on as head coach of 
Thailand and continue working with the national 
team. My contract is expiring but I’m really looking 
forward to coaching this team again. Thailand 
has a special place in my heart and I’m willing to 
continue on this journey.

“The World Cup is not going to be easy for 
Thailand. We will be facing stiff competition, 
especially from the eastern European teams 
who are physically better developed than Asian 
players,” the Spaniard added.

Ramondino, 
Trifunovic nominated 
to lead Iran 
basketball team
TEHRAN – Italian coach Marco Ramondino and 

Slovenian Rado Trifunovic have been nominated 
to lead Iran national basketball team.

Iran basketball federation parted company 
with Turkish coach Hakan Demir following poor 
results in the 2023 FIBA World Cup and 2022 
Asian Games in Hangzhou.

Team Melli, under his tutelage, also failed to 
qualify for the 2024 Olympic Games.   

Demir took charge of Iran team as Saeid 
Armaghani’s replacement on a one-year deal in 
last year’s May but the federation didn’t extend 
his contract.

Ramondino, 42, has most recently worked as 
head coach in Italian club Italia sperimentale. He 
has previously headed Italy U18 and U20 teams as 
well as his homeland clubs Scandone Avellino, Jesi 
Academy, B.blù Bologna and Veroli Basket.

Trifunovic, 51, has also currently served as the 
assistant coach of Turkish side Fenerbahçe Beko. 
He also led Slovenian men’s national team from 
2017 to 2020.

Iran win ISF World 
School Volleyball 
Championship title
TEHRAN – Iran won the title of the International 

Students Federation (ISF) World School Volleyball 
Championship Sunday night.

The Iranian team swept past Germany 3-0 
(25-21, 25-18, 26-24) in the final match held in 
Belgrade, capital of Serbia.

Iran had previously defeated Germany in Pool D 
as well as Belgium and Uganda. Iran also defeated 
Chinese Taipei in the semifinals before beating 
Germany once again in the final match.

The team headed by Iran former volleyball 
player Arash Sadeghian. 

Shahdab complete 
signing of Brazilian 
setter Lamounier
TEHRAN – Brazilian setter Paulo Iury Lamounier 

joined Iran’s Shahdab volleyball club on Monday.

The 30-year-old has most recently played in 
Indian club Bengaluru Torpedoes.

He started his professional career in his 
homeland club Super Vôlei Santo André.

Shahdab Yazd are a volleyball club from Yazd, 
Iran, who were founded in 1993.

The team finished runners-up last season, 
losing to Foolad Sirjan in the final match of Iran 
Super League. 

Sepahan to face 
Malavan at Hazfi 
Cup quarterfinals
TEHRAN - The draw for the last eight of Iran’s 

Hazfi Cup was made on Monday and Sepahan 
football team were handed a tough draw.

The four-time winners Sepahan will host 
Malavan in Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Jahan Stadium. 

Hazfi Cup quarterfinals draw:  

*Sepahan v Malvan 

*Tractor v Mes Rafsanjan 

*Chadormalu v Aluminum

*Gol Gohar v Havadar 

The quarterfinals round will be held on May 15 
and 16.The competition was founded in 1975 and 
Esteghal and Persepolis are the most successful 
clubs with seven titles each.

Ehsan Hajisafi 
assists in AEK loss 
to PAOK
TEHRAN - PAOK came from behind to beat 

leaders AEK and set up a tense finish to the Super 
League playoffs, while Panathinaikos blew their 
chance against Aris and Olympiakos is now in 
with a chance of its own for the title. 

In one of the season’s best games PAOK 
downed AEK 3-2 at Toumba to leave AEK still 
needing two wins in the two games left to play to 
win the league.Hajisafi assisted Orbelin to score 
the visiting team’s first goal. 

Olympiakos has now got fresh hope for 
returning to the Greek throne, as it can win 
the title if it makes it three out of three in its 
remaining games, following its 4-1 thrashing of 
Lamia in Piraeus. 

With one game left to play, AEK remain top with 
75 points, followed by PAOK with 71 points and 
one game in hands. 
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TEHRAN - The export of non-oil products from 
the provincial customs office of Iran’s northern 
province of Zanjan in the first month of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 20 to April 22, 2024) 
registered a 26 percent growth compared to the 
same period last year, an official said.

In this period, about 12,500 tons of goods, 
valued at $31 million, were exported from the 
customs office of this province, showing a 26 
percent hike in value and a 14 percent decline in 
weight compared to last year’s corresponding 
period, said Zeinolabedin Ganjkhanloo, the director 
general of the customs office.

He went on to say that 34,000 tons of goods, 
valued at more than $10.6 million, were imported 
into this province in this period, indicating an 18 
and a 19 percent growth in value and weight 
respectively compared to the same period last 
year, ISNA reported.Zinc ingot, transformer, 
profile, rebar, angled iron, steel ingot, sulfonic 
acid, zinc concentrate, dairy products, and lead 
ingot were the main products exported from this 
province in this period, he added.

It is hoped that the level of foreign trade will 
increase in this province in the coming years with 
the booming activity of the provincial industrial 
and production units, Ganjkhanloo said.

TEHRAN - Iran’s thermal power plants 
generated over 24 million megawatt-hours 
(MWh) of electricity in the first month of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 20-April 20), 
an official with the Thermal Power Plants Holding 
(TPPH) announced.

According to Esmail Namazi, the director of 
TPPH’s Production and Technical Office, the 
electricity generation by the country’s thermal 
power plants increased by six percent compared 
to the same month last year.

Combined-cycle power plants accounted 
for 63 percent of the mentioned figure, and 
electricity generation by such power plant units 
also increased by six percent compared ot the 
previous year.The official noted that the country’s 
thermal power plants are completely ready to 
supply sustained power during the summer peak 
consumption period.

Earlier this month, Namazi said the electricity 
generation capacity in the country’s thermal power 
plants increased by over 965 megawatts (MW) in 
the previous Iranian year with the assistance of 
domestic knowledge-based companies.

The electricity generation capacity of Iran’s 
power plants increased by more than 965 MW last 
year with the implementation of projects to boost 
the power of gas-fired and combined-cycle power 
plants and remove restrictions in the steam power 
units in cooperation with the local knowledge-
based companies, he explained.

The Thermal Power Plants Holding Company 
inaugurated several new power plants in the 
previous Persian year and came up with plans to 

raise the electricity generation capacity of the 
existing power stations, the official noted.

He said projects to generate over 2,000 MW 
of electricity have been implemented across Iran 
since the current administration assumed office 
in August 2021.

The director of Iran Power Plant Repairs 
Company (IPRC) said in February that Iran is the 
forerunner in West Asia in the field of repairing 
thermal power plants.

The nominal capacity of Iran’s power plants 
reached 92,055 MW in the previous Iranian 
calendar year, according to the latest data released 
by Iran Grid Management Company (IGMC).

As reported, the capacity of the country’s gas 
power plants, which account for 25.3 percent of 
the country’s total power generation capacity, 
also increased by 3.1 percent to 23,330 MW in the 
past year.The total capacity of renewable power 
plants also increased by 20 percent compared to 
the previous year, reaching 1,120 MW.

Most of Iran’s power generation capacity is 
supplied by thermal power plants. Currently, 
combined cycle power plants account for the 
biggest share of the country’s total power 
generation capacity followed by gas power plants.

The total capacity of the country’s thermal 
power plants stands at over 72,000 MW, according 
to the Thermal Power Plant Holding.

Increasing the country’s power generation 
capacity and preventing blackouts during peak 
consumption periods have been among the Iranian 
Energy Ministry’s top priorities since the current 
government administration took office in 2021.

TEHRAN - TEDPIX, the main index of the 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), fell 3,737 points 
to stand at 2,281,423 on Monday, which is the 
third day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 

exchanges, and the most important one. 
The other three ones are the Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) 
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN – The value of exports 
from Iran’s steel sector reached 
$7.8 billion in the previous Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 
19), an official with the Iranian 
Steel Producers Association 
(ISPA) said.

Speaking in a meeting to 
introduce the export capabilities 
of Iran’s steel industry, which was 
held on the sidelines of Iran Expo 
2024, Vahid Yaghoubi said: “Last 
year, the exports of the steel 
industry was 7.8 billion dollars, 
and this year we expect this figure 
to increase.”

“With the removal of energy 
restrictions, the steel industry is 
expected to earn 10 billion dollars 
this year,” he added.

Production of steel in Iran 
increased by 5.8 percent in the 
previous Iranian calendar year as 
compared to the preceding year, 
according to the ISPA.

Based on the latest data 
released by the ISPA, the country’s 
steel production reached 29.334 
million tons in the previous year.

Of the mentioned amount, 
18,452,000 tons were billet and 
bloom and 10,882,000 tons were 

slabs; Billet and bloom production 
increased by 9.2 percent and 
slab production increased by 0.7 
percent in the previous year.

According to the ISPA data, the 
production of sponge iron also 
increased by 8.5 percent in the 
previous year in comparison to 
the figure for the preceding year.

Iran improved its global 
standing in steel production, 
becoming the ninth-largest 
producer in January 2024, 
according to new data released 
by the World Steel Association 
(WSA).

In the first month of 2024, 
Iranian steel mills produced 
a total of 2.6 million tons of 
steel, registering a 39.3 percent 
increase compared to the same 
month of 2023, as reported by the 
WSA on Monday.

The world’s 71 steel-producing 
countries produced 148.1 million 
tons of steel in January 2024, 
indicating a 1.6 percent yearly 
decline.

Iran was ranked first in terms 
of production growth among the 
world’s top steel producers in the 
mentioned period.

According to the World Steel 
Association, Iran is the world’s 
ninth largest steel producer in 
the said period, after countries 
like China, India, Japan, the US, 
Russia, South Korea, Turkey, and 
Germany.

The Islamic Republic produced 
31.1 million tons of crude steel in 
2023 to account for 58.4 percent 
of West Asia’s total production in 
the mentioned year, according to 
the WSA.

The West Asian nations 
reviewed in the WSA report, 
including Iran, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, and Yemen, managed to 
produce 53.2 million tons of steel 
in 2023.

The country’s steel production 
increased by 1.8 percent in 2023 
as compared to the previous year, 
when the production stood at 
30.6 million tons, based on the 
WSA data.

West Asia’s total crude steel 
output increased by 1.3 percent in 
the mentioned year as compared 
to 2022.

Based on the WSA data, Iran 
was the world’s 10th largest steel 

producer in 2023.

The world’s steel producers 
managed to produce more than 
1.888 billion tons of steel in 2023, 
which is a very slight decrease 
compared to 2022, and as a result, 
the World Steel Association 
has declared the percentage of 
change to be zero.

China with a production of 
1.019 billion tons, India with a 
production of 140.2 million tons, 
and Japan with a production of 
87 million tons were the top three 
steel-producing countries in the 
world in 2023.

The Iranian Steel industry has 
been constantly developing over 
the past years against all the 
pressures and obstacles created 
by outside forces like the U.S. 
sanctions and the coronavirus 
outbreak that has severely 
affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to 
climb to seventh place among the 
world’s top steel producers by the 
Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 
2025).

TEHRAN - Three Iranian leading shipbuilders 
have formed a consortium for building all-
Iranian ships, according to maritime industry 
official.  

Manouchehr Alipour, the managing director 
of Iran’s SADRA Marine Industrial Company, 
said on Sunday that three companies 

– namely SADRA, Iran Shipbuilding and 
Offshore Industries Complex, and Darya-
Bandar – paired up to meet the country’s 
marine industries needs.He believed that the 
consortium could mobilize potential to carry 
out big measures.    

The official said that the SADRA Company 

has signed contracts for building four 3,500- or 
5,000-ton ships with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Shipping Lines (IRISL), two of which are Ro-Ro 
ships and two others are for regular purposes.

He added that the construction of two 
ships will be finished by the end of the current 
calendar year to March 2025.

TEHRAN - Head of Iran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) Samad 
Hassanzadeh has stressed that 
the enhancement of trade between 
Iran and Turkmenistan relies on the 
establishment of a preferential trade 
system between the two countries.

Hassanzadeh made the remarks 
during a meeting in Tehran 
on Saturday with his Turkmen 
counterpart Mergen Gurdov, the 
ICCIMA portal reported.

Noting that Iran-Turkmenistan 
trade volume stands at $450 million, 
he said that bilateral exchanges 
between the two neighboring 
countries are not favorable 
considering the two countries’ 
potentials.  

There is a big potential for 
cooperation in tourism and health 
tourism, the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce president said, adding 
that Iran can also meet the needs 
of Turkmenistan in the areas of 

knowledge-based technology, 
industry, mine, and agriculture.

Referring to problems facing 
Iranian businesspeople in trade 
with Turkmenistan, he said that 
Iran has unilaterally facilitated visa 
requirements for Turkmen nationals 
and expects Turkmenistan to 
reciprocate Iran’s measure.

In the meantime, the Turkmen 
side referred to major potentials 
for trade between Iran and 

Turkmenistan, adding that the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Turkmenistan is ready to pave 
the way for further expansion of 
bilateral trade.

Hailing the high level of Iran 
Expo 2024, which is currently 
underway in Tehran, he said that a 
similar exhibition is held annually 
in Turkmenistan and the country is 
willing to see Iranian businesspeople 
in this event.

TEHRAN - An official at the agricultural 
organization of Mazandaran province said that 
125,700 tons of the kiwi and citrus fruits have 
been exported from this northern province of 
Iran since the current Iranian calendar year 
started (March 20, 2024).

In this period, more than 76,000 tons of 

orange and over 25,000 tons of tangerine were 
exported from Mazandaran province, Head 
of Agricultural Organization of Mazandaran 
province Babak Momeni stated.

He went on to say that more than 101,000 
tons of citrus fruits and over 24,000 tons of 
kiwi fruit were exported from this northern 
province.

Mo’meni noted that 10,256 tons of kiwi fruit 
were exported from Mazandaran province to 
India, according to Mehr news agency. 

More than 48,000 tons of orange were 
exported from this province last year (ended 
March 19, 2024), he said, adding that over 
13,000 tons of tangerine were also exported 
from this northern province overseas in this 
period.

More than $6.2 billion worth of agricultural 

products have been exported from Iran during 
the last calendar Iranian year to late March, an 
official said, citing customs data.

Hamed Najafi Alamdarlou, the deputy director 
for planning and economic affairs of the Ministry 
of Agricultural Jihad (MAJ), said on Sunday that 
Iran’s exports of agricultural products in the 
year under study are some $1 billion more than 
that reported a year ago.

He also added that the country’s trade 
balance regarding the exchanges of 
agricultural products is up $2 billion compared 
to that of the preceding year.

The official attributed the hike in Iran’s 
exports of agricultural items to an increase 
in production, high quality of the products, 
and increased demand for Iranian products at 
target markets.

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) said the country has established 
a SWIFT-like financial system to do business with 
several countries in national currencies.Iran has 
currently established direct financial interactions 
with 10 countries through their national currencies, 
Mehdi Zeyghami stated.

Speaking on the sidelines of the inaugural 
ceremony of the 6th Export Potentials Exhibition 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran Expo 2024), 
the deputy minister of industry noted that 103 
countries are partaking in the exhibition. 

In this exhibition, Iran will showcase its export 
capabilities and potential to both domestic and 
foreign visitors in various fields including steel, 
technical and engineering services, petrochemicals, 
machinery, foodstuff, medical equipment, 

knowledge-based products, etc, he stated. A high-
ranking trade and economic delegation from North 
Korea has traveled to Iran to visit the country’s 
export capabilities, he added.  

The exhibition is hoped to pave the way for 
other countries to get more familiar with the 
export potentials of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the official said. 

Various contracts are expected to be concluded 
by the private sector in this exhibition and it 
is hoped that Iran’s private sector companies 
will hold constructive talks with their foreign 
counterparts, he added.   

Iran Expo 2024 kicked off in Tehran on Saturday.
Addressing the opening ceremony, President 
Ebrahim Raisi described sanctions as a symbol of 
oppression.Sanctions are a kind of war, but not a 
military one, a war that deprives a nation of what 
it can achieve, he said.

In the battle of wills, the Iranians decided 
to overcome the sanctions by trusting in God 
and relying on domestic capabilities, he said, 
adding that the spokesman of the White House 
announced that the maximum pressure on the 
Islamic Republic had shamefully failed.The Iran 
Expo 2024 shows that Iran is invulnerable to 
sanctions and that sanctions have never been 
successful against this country, he stressed.

TEHRAN - An official meeting 
of the Islamic Development Bank 
(ISDB) is being held in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, during which Iran is 
negotiating to secure funding for 
three major projects by the bank.

Senior Iranian officials including 
the Governor of the Central Bank 
of Iran (CBI) Mohammadreza 
Farzin, and Finance and Economic 
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi 
are attending the ISDB meeting 
which is being held on the 
occasion of the bank’s 50th 
establishment anniversary.

Speaking to the press on the 
sidelines of the event, Khandouzi 
said: “ The only institution 
that, despite the sanctions of 
the United States, continues 

to support the country’s 
construction projects by financing 
from international credits, is the 
Islamic Development Bank.”

“Today, we have 11 important 
projects in different provinces, 
which are financed by the Islamic 

Development Bank,” the minister 
said.

“One of the major goals of our 
negotiations with the Islamic 
Development Bank during this 
event is to add three important 
projects in the field of healthcare 

and knowledge-based to the 11 
projects that are already financed 
by the bank,” Khandouzi said.

The official noted that the 
Iranian delegation has arranged 
bilateral meetings with the 
economic ministers of the 
member countries, especially 
the target countries that have a 
stronger role in Iran’s economic 
interactions.

“Of course, I will also have a 
one-on-one meeting with my 
Saudi counterpart,” he added.

The annual meeting of the 
Islamic Development Bank (ISDB) 
kicked off in Riyadh, the capital of 
Saudi Arabia on Saturday, April 27 
and will continue until Tuesday, 
April 30.
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Annual exports from steel industry hit $7.8 billion

Iran’s largest shipbuilders form consortium

Iranian private sector highlights preferential  
trade with Turkmenistan

Over 125,000 tons of kiwi, citrus fruits  
exported from Mazandaran

Exports from Iran’s Zanjan  
up 26% in a month

Thermal power plants’ monthly  
output exceeds 24m MWh

TEDPIX drops more than 3,000  
points on Monday

Iran launches SWIFT-like system to 
trade using local currencies

Iran negotiating to fund three 
major projects through ISDB



EU states to 
recognize 
Palestinian 
statehood 
Several European member states are ex-

pected to recognize Palestinian statehood by 
the end of May, EU foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said on Monday at the sidelines of a 
World Economic Forum special meeting in 
Riyadh.

Ireland and Spain earlier this month reit-
erated their intention to forge an alliance of 
countries that will soon recognize Palestine 
as a nation state.

Some 140 of the 193 UN member states 
have recognized the State of Palestine. On 18 
April, the US vetoed a draft Security Council 
resolution that would have recognized Pales-
tine as a full member of the UN.

Palestinian UN Ambassador Riyad Man-
sour told the council after the vote: “The 
fact that this resolution did not pass will 
not break our will and it will not defeat our 
determination.”

China condemns 
perpetrators of 
Gaza mass graves 
China on Monday “strongly condemned” 

perpetrators of mass graves found in hospi-
tals in the besieged Gaza Strip.

“We are deeply shocked and strongly con-
demn the perpetrators of the atrocity,” said 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian, re-
sponding to questions about the discovery of 
mass graves.

The Gaza Civil Defense Agency has un-
covered 392 bodies in three mass graves at 
Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in southern 
Gaza.

The Chinese official added, “Vast swaths of 
Gaza are now left in rubble and over a mil-
lion civilians are struggling in despair on the 
brink of death. The fact that this is even hap-
pening in the 21st century is an outrage to the 
moral conscience of humanity, and tramples 
on the most fundamental aspect of interna-
tional justice.”

“It must no longer talk about the need of 
a ceasefire while pouring weapons into the 
conflict, and talk about aid while creating 
obstacles for humanitarian access,” she 
said. 

UN estimates 37 
million tons of 
debris in Gaza
The UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) esti-

mates that 37 million tons of debris litter the 
streets of Gaza, which will take more than a 
decade to clear up.

The debris includes up to 10,000 unexplod-
ed ammunition, according to Federico Dessi, 
Humanity and Inclusion’s Middle East direc-
tor, told Al Jazeera. 

Dessi said the NGO works on the assump-
tion that something between 50,000 and 
100,000 bombs have been dropped on Gaza 
over the past six months.

“From 9 to 14 percent of these bombs did 
not go off – so potentially we are talking 
about up to 10,000 or a bit more of unex-
ploded bombs, shells and mortars in Gaza,” 
Dessi said. 

Ukraine pulls back 
from three villages 
in east
Ukrainian troops, outnumbered by Russian 

ground forces, are retreating from positions 
in eastern Ukraine as Russian troops advance 
westward, Ukrainian Colonel General Olek-
sandr Syrskyi said Sunday.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

also made fresh pleas to allies to send more 
Patriot air defense systems “as soon as pos-
sible,” VOA reported. 

Syrskyi said that Kyiv’s outnumbered 
troops had fallen back to new positions west 
of three villages on the eastern front where 
Russia has concentrated significant forces in 
several locations.

“The situation at the front has worsened,” 
the top general wrote on the Telegram 
messaging app, saying the “most difficult” 
areas were west of occupied Maryinka and 
northwest of Avdiivka, a strategically im-
portant town captured by Russian forces in 
February.

Ukrainian forces face a worsening posi-
tion in the east while awaiting delivery of US 
weapons following the approval by Congress 
of a $61 billion aid package for Ukraine.

N. Korea condemns 
US ATACMS missile 
shipment to 
Ukraine
North Korea condemned the United 

States on Monday for sending longer-range 
tactical missiles to Ukraine for use in its 
fight against Russia, saying Washington 
cannot turn the tide of the war with such a 
“mean” policy

The White House confirmed last week 
that the U.S. has sent a “significant” 
number of Army Tactical Missile Systems 
(ATACMS) missiles to Ukraine for use inside 
the Ukrainian territory following Russia’s 
alleged use of North Korean ballistic mis-
siles against Kyiv, the Korea Times report-
ed. 

An unnamed director at the foreign mili-
tary affairs department of North Korea’s de-
fense ministry issued a statement denounc-
ing Washington as a “harasser” of peace that 
has been aggravating the war by providing 
Ukraine with such weapons, according to the 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).

“Long-range missiles offered by the U.S. 
will never tip the scale in favor of Ukraine 
on the battlefield but result in fanning 
the reckless confrontational hysteria of 
the Zelenskiy puppet clique,” read the En-
glish-language statement carried by the 
KCNA.

The official said the U.S. has adopted a 
“mean” policy of offering such long-range 
missiles for use against Russia in a bid to tip 
the scales of the war.

Pedro Sánchez 
stays on as 
Spanish PM
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 

announced Monday that he would not go 
through with his threat to resign his office.

“I have decided to remain prime minister,” 
he said in an emotional address to the nation, 
Politico reported.

Sánchez’s announcement concluded a 
five-day “period of reflection” that the prime 
minister took following the launch of a cor-
ruption and influence peddling probe direct-
ed at his wife, Begoña Gómez. 

During his address to the nation, Sánchez 
denounced the toxic political landscape in 
Spain.

“If we accept that politics involves attack-
ing innocent people, it’s not worth it,” he add-
ed. “There is no honor that will justify the suf-
fering of the people you love the most.”

The threat of resignation led to an out-
pouring of support for Sánchez from the up-
per echelons of his Socialist Party, and from 
thousands of supporters who took to the 
streets this weekend. The prime minister said 
the public show of support had convinced 
him to remain in office.

“The smear campaign directed against me 
and my family will not stop,” he said. “But we 
can manage: The important thing is that we 
want to thank you for the expressions of sol-
idarity received from all areas.”

US college protests continue as the number of arrests tops 900

 Qualitative operations support Palestinian negotiators

”If necessary, we will not leave the country,” Israel’s Foreign Minister Israel Katz told the N12 channel 
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From page 1  Israeli media reported he-
licopters landing at the Barzilai hospital in 
Ashkelon and the Soroka hospital in Beershe-
ba, carrying dead and wounded soldiers from 
the Nitzanim base.

This is the second ambush against Israeli 
forces in the same area in the space of one 
week with the armed wing of Hamas using 
similar tactics. On April 24, Hamas issued a 
statement that read:

“The fighters of al-Qassam lure two Zionist 
armored forces into separate mine ambushes 
using improvised explosive devices and F16 
missiles that were launched at civilians and 
did not explode in the Mughraqa area in cen-
tral Gaza Strip.”

The Palestinian resistance groups have 
been conducting guerrilla-style warfare op-
erations in Gaza for about 7 months in re-
sponse to Israeli aggression and in defense 
against the occupation army’s ground incur-
sions. 

Many had expected the Palestinian resis-
tance forces to ambush Israeli ground units. 
Experts believe this has had a devastating 
effect on Israeli forces, putting pressure on 
Netanyahu’s government to withdraw troops 
from Gaza. 

The ambushes have represented a quali-

tative aspect of the resistance’s military re-
sponse, inflicting human and material losses 
on the Israeli army and undermining the mo-
rale and combat readiness of its soldiers.

Among the most notable operations that 
the resistance forces executed were very 
qualitative ambushes in Khan Younis in the 
south of the Strip, in particular the Zana Am-
bush. 

Al-Qassam confirmed that its fighters set 
up a well-planned ambush for a unit of occu-
pation soldiers, resulting in casualties among 
them, and targeted vehicles coming to sup-
port the infantry forces, causing direct hits.

One day after the Zana ambush, the Israeli 
military announced the withdrawal of all its 
ground forces from southern Gaza. It is not 
known if the decision was taken as a result 
of this particular ambush or the many similar 
operations before it. 

As a result of the resistance ambushes that 
led to the withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Khan Younis in recent weeks, some military 
officials now fear a ground invasion in Rafah.

Serving and former Israeli generals have 
told Israeli media that a ground operation in 
Rafah would be a major mistake and a “stra-
tegic ambush for Israel the Israeli military”. 

In addition, Palestinian factions continue 

to fire rockets from the Gaza Strip and else-
where. 

On Monday the armed wing of Hamas is-
sued a statement reading “the al-Qassam 
Brigades bombard the headquarters of the 
Eastern Brigade 769 Camp Gibor in northern 
occupied Palestine from southern Lebanon 
with a concentrated rocket barrage; in re-
sponse to the massacres of the Zionist enemy 
in resilient Gaza and the uprising West Bank.”

After seven months of fighting in Gaza, 
Israeli troops and the general public have 
grown exhausted. The Israeli leadership has 
failed to achieve its stated goal to eliminate 
Hamas. 

The only way for Tel Aviv to escape the Gaza 
quagmire is through indirect negotiations 
with Hamas that can bring about a cease-
fire and more importantly before the famine 
spreads throughout the entire Gaza Strip. 

Israeli officials have been accused of using 
starvation as a weapon of war to pressure 
Hamas at the negotiating table. 

This is while Hamas, which represents all 
Palestinian resistance factions at the negoti-
ations, is using force against the Israeli mil-
itary to stand firmly behind its terms during 
the talks and avoid an Israeli invasion of Ra-
fah. 

Undeterred by clampdowns, 
 mass arrests

US working to prevent ICC arrest warrant 
 for Netanyahu: reports

Are Gaza ambushes delaying Rafah invasion? 

The US is working to prevent the issuance 
of an arrest warrant by the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu over the attack on Gaza, 
Israeli media has reported.

According to the news site Walla, Netanya-
hu is leading a “non-stop push over the tele-
phone” to prevent an arrest warrant being 
issued against him by the ICC, particularly 
communicating with the White House.

The Israeli newspaper Maariv has report-
ed that Netanyahu is “frightened and unusu-
ally stressed” by the possibility of an immi-
nent arrest warrant.

Sources close to the paper believe that the 
arrest warrants are only a matter of time.

The paper reported that Defence Minister 
Yoav Galant and Chief of Staff Major-General 
Herzi Halevi could also be served with war-

rants.

On 26 April, Netanyahu tweeted that “un-
der my leadership, Israel will never accept 
any attempt by the Hague-based Criminal 
Court to undermine its fundamental right to 
defend itself”.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Israel Katz told the 
N12 channel that the warrant was “absolute 
hypocrisy.”

“If necessary, we will not leave the country,” 
he said, Middle East Eye reported on April 28.

An internal State Department memo re-
viewed by Reuters on Saturday revealed se-
nior US officials have advised Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken that they do not find 
“credible or reliable” Israel’s assurances that 
it is using US-supplied weapons in accor-
dance with international humanitarian law.

Other officials upheld support for Israel’s 
representation.

Under a National Security Memorandum 
issued by President Joe Biden in February, 
Blinken must report to Congress by 8 May on 
whether he finds credible Israel’s assurances 
that its use of US weapons does not violate 
US or international law.

By 24 March, at least seven State Depart-
ment bureaus had sent in their contributions 
to an initial “options memo” to Blinken. Parts 
of the memo, which has not been previously 
reported, were classified.

The submissions to the memo provide 
the most extensive picture to date of the 
divisions inside the State Department over 
whether Israel might be violating interna-
tional humanitarian law in Gaza.

From page 1  On Saturday, 
police arrested nearly 300 people 
during protests at Northeastern 
University in Boston, Arizona State 
University in Phoenix, Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington, and Wash-
ington University in St Louis.  

At Washington University, Me-
gan Green, president of the St. 
Louis Board of Aldermen, said she 
was present and the protest re-
mained calm “until the police came 
in like an ambush.”

Green Party presidential candi-
date Jill Stein and two of her cam-
paign managers were among the 
detainees. 

Demands of demonstrators 

The demonstrators have asked 
universities to divest from compa-
nies that profit from Israel’s brutal 
war on Gaza which has claimed 
the lives of more than 34,000 
Palestinians, mostly women and 
children in the near seven-month 
period. Likewise, they have de-
manded that their educational 
institutions cut academic ties and 
collaborations with Israeli univer-
sities and programs. Furthermore, 
the protesters want more finan-
cial transparency about university 
investments. Moreover, they have 
called for ending the US military 
aid to the regime and a complete 
ceasefire in Gaza. 

Besides, the demonstrators are 
seeking the release of students 
who have been arrested by police 
and have been threatened with 
suspensions and criminal charges. 

Absurd allegation

US officials, however, have ac-
cused the protesters of antisemi-
tism. 

“There’s also antisemitism, 
which is completely unacceptable. 

I’ve been shocked to see that in 
this country,” Senate Republican 
Leader Mitch McConnell told NBC’s 
“Meet the Press.”

Protesters, among whom Jewish 
students, reject antisemitism alle-
gations arguing that such claims 
are made to silence opponents. 

The Missouri chapter of the 
Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions has denounced the arrests as 
“heavy-handed”.

It said students “must be al-
lowed to exercise their First 
Amendment rights and to oppose 
Israel’s genocide, ethnic cleansing 
and forced starvation in Gaza”.

The First Amendment of 
the United States Constitu-
tion protects the right to freedom 
of religion and freedom of expres-
sion from government interfer-
ence. 

College protests against Israel’s 
war on Gaza have spread to uni-
versities in Canada, Europe and 
Australia.

Paris protest
Students at France’s Sorbonne 

University rallied on Monday to 
show their opposition to Israel’s 

war on Gaza. 

 “Free Palestine!” the students 
chanted while others dug in tents 
in the courtyard of the university 
based in Paris.

Mathilde Panot, who heads the 
left LFI group of lawmakers in the 
National Assembly, called sup-
porters to join the Sorbonne pro-
tests on social media.

Last week, student staged a 
protest at another Parisian insti-
tute, Sciences Po.  

Montreal march 

Protests on US campuses also 
spilled over to Canada. 

At the weekend, students 
pitched an encampment at McGill 
University in Montreal. This was 
the first of its kind in Canada in line 
with the protest movement in the 
United States. 

The demonstrators demanded 
that the university “divest from 
funds implicated in the Zionist 
state as well as [cut] ties with Zi-
onist academic institutions”, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera. 

Australia advocacy 

Students from universities in 

Australia have also pitched tents 
at campuses to express solidarity 
with Palestine.

They have set up makeshift 
encampments in the grounds of 
at least three of Australia’s most 
prominent universities. 

The Australian Jewish Council 
has denied allegations these pro-
tests are antisemitic. 

“Attempting to silence or censor 
these protests by deceitfully ac-
cusing them of antisemitism is a 
dangerous overreach that if acted 
upon, risks stifling free speech on 
campuses. Universities must be 
places where diverse perspectives 
can be voiced and debated openly,” 
the council said. 

In a statement it added, “We 
should be proud of all of the stu-
dents, many of whom are Jewish, 
who are speaking out against this 
unfolding genocide,” Elizabeth 
Strakosch, executive officer of the 
Jewish Council of Australia, said.

“The right to peaceful pro-
test is a fundamental democratic 
freedom that universities should 
uphold and defend. The student 
protests against the unfolding 
genocide in Gaza are legitimate 
expressions of political speech and 
human rights advocacy,” the state-
ment read. 

The United States and some of 
its Western allies regard them-
selves as the world’s leading 
democracies and defenders of 
human rights. They also lecture 
other countries to respect free-
dom of speech and the right to 
protest. However, clampdowns on 
protesters who want to express 
their opposition to Israel’s bru-
tal onslaught against Gaza, have 
cast doubt on such human rights 
claims.  



TEHRAN - The Mausoleum of 
Ahmad Sanjar, located within the 
historic city of Merv in Turkmeni-
stan, and the Mausoleum of Oljaytu, 
famously known as the Soltane-
yeh Dome, situated in Iran’s Zanjan 
province, have long been celebrated 
for their architectural splendor and 
historical significance.

The Mausoleum of Ahmad San-
jar, dating back to the 12th century, 
is a testament to the Seljuk archi-
tecture of Central Asia, reflecting 
the grandeur of the Seljuk Empire. 
Meanwhile, the Soltaneyeh Dome, 
built in the 14th century during the 
Ilkhanate period, represents the 
pinnacle of Persian architecture un-
der the Ilkhanate rule.

Both mausoleums feature mon-
umental domes with intricate 
brickwork, adorned with geomet-
ric patterns and inscriptions that 
showcase the craftsmanship of 
their respective eras. In addition, 
Sultan Sanjar’s mausoleum is de-
void of decorations, but the Sol-
taneyeh Dome is adorned with 
various inscriptions and geometric 
patterns. Additionally, both build-
ings have double-layered brick 
domes, and similarities can be seen 
in the exterior view of both struc-
tures.

The tomb of Ahmad Sanjar, erect-
ed in 1157 within the medieval con-
fines of Merv amidst the Karakum 
Desert, stands as a testament to 
the enduring legacy of its namesake 
ruler. Commissioned by Sanjar’s 
successor, Muhammad ibn Aziz, this 
architectural marvel emerges as a 
pivotal landmark along the historic 

Silk Road.
Throughout his reign, Ahmad 

Sanjar valiantly repelled numerous 
incursions and rebellions, only to 
succumb to the forces of the Oghuz. 
Following the devastation wrought 
by the Oghuz invasion, Merv wit-
nessed a gradual decline, culminat-
ing in its tragic incineration by Mon-
gol hordes in 1221, which engulfed 
the mausoleum in flames.

Yet, from the ashes of destruc-
tion emerged a story of resilience 
and restoration. Over the ensuing 
centuries, the Tomb underwent me-
ticulous refurbishment, thanks to 
the efforts of Soviet, Turkmen, and 
Turkish architects during the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Today, it stands 
as a poignant symbol within The 
State Historical and Cultural Park 
“Ancient Merv,” an esteemed UNES-
CO World Heritage site.

The mausoleum itself boasts a 
cubic structure crowned by a tow-
ering dome, soaring to a height of 
27 meters. Its imposing walls reach 
a height of 14 meters, enclosing a 
dome measuring 17 meters in width 
and length. Despite these com-
mendable efforts at preservation, 
certain elements, including its sec-
ond story, the turquoise-clad out-
er dome, and ancillary structures 
within the complex, remain absent.

Yet, even in its incomplete state, 
the Tomb of Ahmad Sanjar com-
mands attention as one of the few 
surviving specimens of secular Sel-
juk funerary architecture. Its stout 
proportions and distinctive hexade-
cagonal configuration surrounding 
the outer dome have left an indeli-
ble imprint, influencing subsequent 
architectural endeavors for genera-
tions to come.

Dominating the skyline, the 
14th-century Gonbad-e Soltaniyeh, 
also known as “The Dome of Sol-
taniyeh,” is widely acclaimed as an 
architectural masterpiece, owing to 
its innovative double-shelled dome 
and intricate interior embellish-
ments.

According to UNESCO, the mau-
soleum’s interior decoration is so 
remarkable that scholars such as 
A.U. Pope have likened the structure 
to a precursor of the Taj Mahal.

Designated by the UN cultural 
body as a pivotal monument in the 
evolution of Islamic architecture in 
central and western Asia, the Mau-
soleum of Oljaytu features a notably 
expansive dome, representing one 
of the earliest surviving examples 
of its kind in the region. This dome 
served as a significant architectural 
precedent for subsequent Islamic 
constructions.

The monumental dome, estimat-
ed to weigh approximately 200 tons, 
towers 49 meters from its base and 
is presently undergoing extensive 
restoration efforts. Erected be-
tween 1302 and 1312 CE, the main 
edifice potentially harbors the old-
est double-shell dome in Iran.

For centuries, some scholars and 
researchers have drawn attention 
to the striking resemblance be-
tween these two structures, despite 
their geographical and cultural dif-
ferences. They believe such as sim-
ilarity is remarkable and suggests 
a significant cultural exchange be-
tween the two regions. 

TEHRAN - The 15th edition of the 
national festival of Gol-Ghaltan (lit-
erally meaning rolling in flowers) 
will be held in the city of Amirieh, 
north-central province of Semnan, 
from May 8 to 10. 

The social festival, which dates 
back hundreds of years, is usually 
performed in May when roses are 
in full-blown, a local tourism official 
said on Sunday. 

Organizing an exhibition of hand-
icrafts and souvenirs of the region, 
performing local games and mu-
sic as well as touring the historical 
sites of the city are among the pro-
grams of the festival, Mojtaba Ak-
barpur noted. 

Gol-Ghaltan has roots in an old 
Iranian myth called ‘The Smiling 
Flower’, in which pure and holy hu-

mans promised the birth of a child.

People in this region believe that 
rolling babies among the roses 
brings them joy and refreshment 
while keeping them untainted and 
free from diseases. The freshness 
of the petals preserves the baby’s 
skin, promoting happiness.

Babies are gently rolled in the 
petals of fragrant flowers, particu-
larly renowned as Mohammadi ros-
es, during the first spring of their 
lives.

During spring, as pink roses 
blossom in the area and prepara-
tions for the rosewater distillation 
festival, known as “Golab-giri,” are 
underway, female family members, 
primarily the baby’s mother, grand-
mothers, and aunts, perform the 
Gol-Ghaltan ceremony.

Days before the ceremony, wom-
en visit rose gardens early in the 
morning to pick and gather flowers, 
reciting poems and verses from the 
Quran. The petals are then carefully 
separated and placed into a light, 
white cloth.

On the day of the ceremony, one 
of the grandmothers takes the baby 
for a bath. Sometimes, the baby’s 
hands are adorned with henna in 
certain regions. After drying, the 
baby is placed among the flowers 
on the cloth, and petals are gently 
poured over them, wishing them 
health and a long life.

Women then grasp the four cor-
ners of the sheet and roll the baby 
among the petals, reciting religious 
songs and waving the sheet back 
and forth, believing the soul will be 

cleansed, and the child will remain 
healthy and fresh.

Guests place their gifts near the 
cloth once the baby is set on the 
floor. As the ceremony concludes, 
sweets and tea are served.

After the ceremony, mothers dry 
the petals in the shade to preserve 
them for the future, often placing 
the dried petals in their prayer rugs.

This ritual was inscribed on the 
national intangible cultural heritage 
list in 2010.

TEHRAN In a groundbreaking research en-
deavor, scientists have uncovered the intricate 
relationship between climate change and floods 
in shaping the ancient Persian Gulf human set-
tlements. 

The study, which involved international collab-
oration, has rewritten our understanding of the 
region’s history and emphasizes the profound 
ways in which our planet’s climate has shaped 
the Earth’s surface and human civilization.

The Persian Gulf, once a shallow land bridge 
connecting Africa to the Iranian plateau during 
the ice ages, underwent a dramatic transforma-
tion as the Earth’s climate warmed up around 
17,000 years ago. 

During the glacial period, the exposed basin of 
the Persian Gulf became a fertile ground for the 
development of civilizations like Mesopotamia 
until sea levels rose in two significant phases and 

inundated the Persian Gulf.

In this international effort, Dr. Abdolmajid Na-
deri Beni from the Iranian National Institute for 
Oceanography and Atmospheric Science joined 
forces with Dr. Guillaume Leduc and Prof. Edouard 
Bard from CEREGE, and Dr. Morteza Djamali from 
IMBE, France. Together, they helmed a team of ex-
perts from France, the U.S., and Germany. 

The team’s mission was to delve into the se-
crets of the Persian Gulf through the analysis of 
three sediment cores extracted from its depths. 
Their collaborative research spanned laborato-
ries in Iran, France, and the USA, each contrib-
uting to a comprehensive study that promises 
to shed new light on the history of this critical 
region.

Their findings unveiled a great flood that oc-
curred around 9,200 years ago in the western 
part of the basin, coinciding with significant cli-

matic shifts. One of these shifts intensified the 
Indian Ocean Summer Monsoon around 9,200 
years ago which led to the greening of the Ara-
bian Peninsula. Another climatic shift led to the 
arid conditions around 6,300 years ago that we 
see today in the Arabian Peninsula.

The team discovered evidence of early agricul-
ture in the Persian Gulf region dating back more 
than 10,000 years. These practices intensified 
around 9,200 years ago, in sync with the climatic 
upheavals and the great flood. The palynolog-
ical analyses conducted by the Iranian-French 
scientist, Dr. Morteza Djamali at Aix-Marseille 
University, provided the main evidence for early 
agriculture.

These findings were published in the presti-
gious Journal of Quaternary Science, providing 
valuable insights into the Persian Gulf’s history 
and the profound ways in which our planet’s cli-
mate has shaped human civilization. 

Famed for its blue seas, breathtaking views 
and coastline, the Mediterranean island of Capri 
has been a tourist haven since the early years of 
the Roman empire.

Unlike in the imperial heyday, when emperors 
made it their exclusive playground, Capri now at-
tracts visitors from around the world, clogging 
its narrow alleys, packing the piazzas.

As many as 16,000 tourists a day pour onto 

the rocky isle in peak season, outnumbering the 
12,900 residents. Most are day trippers, but in-
creasing numbers stay the night as ever more 
homes are given over to holiday lets, bringing its 
own problems.

“Capri is becoming a dormitory for tourists,” 
said Teodorico Boniello, head of the local con-
sumers’ association. “There are more people 
coming than we can cope with and families can’t 

set down roots because they can’t afford to stay.”

Capri is a microcosm of many European holi-
day hotspots. Locals depend on visitors for their 
livelihoods, but the advent of mass tourism risks 
turning their picture-perfect beauty spots into 
blobs of shuffling humanity.

Some Italian towns and islands are starting to 
push back, albeit gently.

 From Page 1  “I’m glad for the opportuni-
ty to see a Muslim woman being in charge of 
such a great responsibility,” the Iranian min-
ister stated. “Which should be appreciated by 
the Islamic world.”

Laila bint Ahmed bin Awad al Najjar, for 
her part, responded positively, reflecting a 
shared optimism for enhancing tourism links.

The visiting Omani minister extended an 
invitation to Zarghami to attend an upcom-
ing tourism conference, which will also see 
participation from the Omani Minister of 
Tourism. 

Furthermore, Zarghami highlighted Iran’s 
tourism as a broad sector, noting that there 
are 30 tourism sectors within the country.

He revealed that over 30% of Omani tour-
ists traveling to Iran are seeking health ser-
vices, underscoring the sector’s significant 
role in bilateral exchanges.

Iran’s trump card is that the ancient coun-

try benefits from a wide variety of travel 
destinations ranging from seacoasts and 
lush green woods to towering mountains 
and harsh deserts. As a wallet-friendly des-
tination with hospitable people, Iran has long 
been a desired destination for nature lovers, 
birdwatchers, powder chasers, culture devo-
tees, pilgrims, museum-goers, foodies, ad-
venturers, and medical travelers, to name a 
few.

TEHRAN – Iran’s tourism industry has wit-
nessed a 21% upsurge in 2023, signaling a 
strong recovery in the post-COVID-19, data 
compiled by the World Travel and Tourism 
Council suggests.  According to the WTTC, 
the increase is part of a broader recovery fol-
lowing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which saw the industry plummet by 45% in 
2020. 

In comparison, the years 2021 and 2022 
boasted growth rates of 40% and 39%, the 
data revealed.   As per records, Iran’s tour-
ism sector not only expanded its share to 
4.7% of the national economy in 2023 but 
also boosted its market value to 7400 tril-
lion rials.

The rate of employment in this sector grew 
by 10.3%, with 1.6 million people working in 
tourism, which accounts for 6.6% of the coun-
try’s total employment, according to the WTTC 
report.  Furthermore, WTTC forecasts that in 
2024, the tourism industry in the Islamic Re-
public will continue its upward trajectory with 
a predicted growth of 12.1%, potentially reach-
ing a market value of 8300 trillion rials.  As 
revealed by the annual report, foreign tourists 
in Iran spent a substantial 700 trillion rials in 
2023, showcasing an 83.6% increase compared 
to the previous year.

Domestic tourists also spent significant-
ly, with expenditures amounting to 4939 
trillion rials, marking an 18.7% increase 
from 2022. Regarding international visi-
tors, Iraqi tourists topped the list, followed 
by Turkish tourists, who constituted 11% of 
all foreign visitors in 2023, according to the 
WTTC report.

The World Travel and Tourism report also 
brought to light that the number of tourists 
from Turkey more than doubled compared to 
the year earlier. Tourists from the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, Pakistan, and Lebanon followed, 

contributing 7%, 6%, and 3% to the visitor 
statistics.  The WTTC report also highlighted 
that 97.7% of all tourist visits in Iran were for 
leisure purposes, while 2.3% were for busi-
ness, indicating the country’s strong appeal 
as a tourist destination.

As mentioned by Iran’s tourism ministry, 
more than six million foreign tourists arrived 
by air, road, and sea in Iran during the past 
Iranian calendar year, which came to an end 
on March 19.

Last year, Iran set the stage for the uni-
lateral abolition of visa requirements for 
citizens of 32 countries, which took effect 
on February 4. The scheme was part of an 
initiative aimed at promoting tourism and 
easing travel restrictions for visitors from 
selected nations, according to Alireza Big-
deli, the deputy foreign minister for Con-
sular, Parliamentary, and Iranian Expatri-
ates Affairs.

The visa-waiver program was approved 
for India, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Indonesia, Bru-
nei, Japan, Singapore, Cambodia, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, Brazil, Peru, Cuba, Mexico, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ser-
bia, Croatia, Belarus, Lebanon, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Mauritania, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, and Sey-
chelles.

Besides, the Islamic Republic has previ-
ously had visited cancelations with some 
countries like Turkey, the Republic of Azer-
baijan, Oman, China, Armenia, Lebanon, and 
Syria, in various forms - unilateral, bilater-
al, and group visa cancelations, including 
airport visas, which were implemented in 
some cases.   The privilege has been grant-
ed to tourist groups from Russia based on 
a mutual agreement inked between Tehran 
and Moscow.
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Tehran, Muscat to step up  
tourism collaboration

Revival rhythm: Iran’s  
tourism blooms by 21%

A tale of similar mausoleums: one 
in Iran, other in Turkmenistan

Gol-Ghaltan: a festival to soak up babies with petals

The role of climate, and floods in shaping  
ancient Persian Gulf civilizations

As tourists move in, Italians are squeezed out on holiday 
island of Capri

TEHRAN TIMES

In this photo, foreign tourists are seen capturing a moment beside one of the 
brick towers of Karim Khan Citadel in the ancient city of Shiraz. 

Iran in frames



TEHRAN –Oman’s Minister of So-
cial Development, Laila Ahmed Al 
Najjar expressed interest in boost-
ing ties and sharing experiences in 
women and family affairs with Iran.

The Omani official held a bilateral 
meeting with the Iranian Vice Pres-
ident for Women and Family Affairs, 
Ensieh Khazali, in Tehran on Sunday, 
IRNA reported.

On the sidelines of a visit to the 
Iran Expo 2024 exhibition, Ahmed Al 
Najjar lauded Iranian women’s prog-
ress and achievements.

She also went on to commend 
Iran’s initiatives in addressing so-
cial harms, calling for exchanging 
experiences and collaborating on 
joint programs for women of the two 
countries.

Khazali, for her part, referred to 
cultural and social commonalities 
between Iran and Oman, propos-
ing the implementation of joint 
family-related projects. She also 
called for holding joint exhibitions 
on women, especially in the field of 
handicrafts and knowledge-based 
companies.

The 6th International Export Po-
tential Exhibition of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran (Iran Expo 2024) kicked 
off in Tehran on Saturday, April 27.

Iranian women empowered after 
Islamic Revolution

The status of women in various 
fields was improved after the Islam-
ic Revolution and women, as half of 
the country’s population, have been 
leading in many fields.

After the victory of the Islam-
ic Revolution in February 1979 by 
toppling the Pahlavi regime [the 
last Iranian royal dynasty, ruling 
for almost 54 years between 1925 
and 1979], women were given equal 
rights to shape their futures. The 
Islamic Revolution provided them a 
chance to build their distinct identi-
ty and they have been tremendously 
successful in doing that. 

There were extensive changes 
in the fields of science, education, 
economy, employment, and presence 
in management positions for wom-
en. Now a large part of activists in 
various fields of academia, business, 
and management are made up of ca-
pable Iranian women.

Education as a social value for 
women is seen as real freedom for 
them. Illiteracy among women and 
girls has been nearly eradicated as 
the literacy rate reached 99.3 per-
cent and the ratio of female to male 

students has increased by 28 per-
cent.

According to the latest data, 
nearly 60 percent of all universi-
ty students are females today. The 
percentage of women in higher edu-
cation has increased nearly 21 times 
since the Revolution.

The notable presence of women 
in the education sector has had a re-
markable impact on the job market 
of the country as well, with women 
taking more jobs in both the public 
and private sectors.

IORA potential to empower 
women

Iran plans to benefit from the 
potential of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) to implement 
projects for empowering women in 
the country.

The 9th meeting of the Working 
Group of the  Women’s Economic 
Empowerment (WGWEE) of the IORA 
was held virtually in April under the 

chairmanship of Iran and the pres-
ence of representatives of the mem-
ber states.

The WGWEE is the main body 
tasked with improving Women’s 
Economic Empowerment in IORA and 
was established in August 2018.

During the meeting, Khadijeh 
Karimi, director general for interna-
tional affairs at the vice presidency 
for women and family affairs, while 
announcing Iran’s re-election as 
the chairman of the working group, 
emphasized the need for boosting 
cooperation among member states 
to be able to successfully implement 
the programs of the working group 
for the next two years, Mehr news 
agency reported.

“Currently, IORA’s working groups 
operate separately which has re-
duced the effectiveness of their ac-
tions. Therefore, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran aims to use the potential of 
other working groups to enhance 
women’s empowerment. Also, ef-
fective communication within the 
working group should be part of the 
agenda of other working groups,” 
Karimi said.

The meeting included a report of 
the work plan for the last two years, 
ongoing projects, and the proposals 
of the member countries were dis-
cussed and reviewed.

It was decided that the represen-
tatives of the member states sub-
mit their plans and proposals to our 
country through the secretariat af-
ter consulting with the relevant au-
thorities for further consideration.

TEHRAN –The Iranian Blood Transfusion Orga-
nization (IBTO) is still known as a regional training 
authority of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
in blood transfusion medicine, Bashir Haji-Beigi, 
the IBTO spokesman, has said.

The official underscored the high position of 
the IBTO in the region and the world for providing 
healthy blood voluntarily, IRNA reported.

Haji-Beigi said conducting nucleic acid testing 
(NAT), a molecular technique for screening blood 
donations to reduce the risk of transfusion-trans-
mitted infections; antibody screening to ensure 
the recipient and the donor’s blood are compatible 
to prevent complications from blood transfusion; 
as well as genetic sequencing using Next Genera-
tion Sequencing (NGS) method for human leuko-
cyte antigens (HLA)  to check tissue compatibility 
and facilitate hematopoietic stem cell transplan-
tation for patients are among the activities that 
have been put on the agenda since last year.

4.7% rise year on year
A total of 2,327,997 Iranians donated blood over 

the past Iranian calendar year (March 2023-March 
2024), an increase of 4.7 percent compared to the 
year earlier.

Tehran and Fars provinces made the largest 
contributions accounting for more than 16 per-
cent and more than 7 percent of the total blood 
donation, respectively, IRNA quoted Haji-Beigi as 
saying.

Last year, the highest growth in blood donation 
was recorded in the province of Lorestan with 22 
percent, followed by North Khorasan with 16 per-
cent, and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad with ap-
proximately 13 percent.

The overall blood donation rate was over 54 
percent in the country last year with Semnan (69 
percent), Yazd (64 percent), and Qom (63 percent) 
provinces ranking the highest.

Women’s share of blood donation was equal to 
four percent. A total of 102, 907 women donated 
blood which had increased compared to the pre-
vious year. However, women are expected to get 
more involved in blood donation.

Women in Lorestan province, nine percent, had 
the highest contribution followed by North Kho-
rasan, almost eight percent, and Sistan-Baluches-
tan, over seven percent.

Last year, the blood donation rate reached 27 
per thousand people. The highest rate was record-
ed in Mazandaran province with over 40,000 peo-
ple donating blood. Semnan province, over 39,000, 
and Yazd province ranked second and third.

Blood donation in Iran

The average blood donation rate in Iran is 26 
per thousand people which places the country in a 
good situation among other countries.

According to the World Health Organization, the 
median blood donation rate in high-income coun-

tries is 31.5 donations per 1000 people. This com-
pares with 16.4 donations per 1000 people in up-
per-middle-income countries, 6.6 donations per 
1000 people in lower-middle-income countries, 
and 5.0 donations per 1000 people in low-income 
countries.

Of the 118.5 million blood donations collected 
globally, 40% of these are collected in high-in-
come countries, home to 16% of the world’s pop-
ulation.

In low-income countries, up to 54 % of blood 
transfusions are given to children under 5 years 
of age; whereas in high-income countries, the 
most frequently transfused patient group is over 
60 years of age, accounting for up to 76% of all 
transfusions.

Based on samples of 1000 people, the blood 
donation rate is 31.5 donations in high-income 
countries, 16.4 donations in upper-middle-income 
countries, 6.6 donations in lower-middle-income 
countries, and 5.0 donations in low-income coun-
tries.

TEHRAN –The Department of Environment 
(DOE) has implemented different measures to 
conserve the biodiversity of the marine ecosys-
tems in the country.

The measures include developing a biodiversi-
ty database, protecting endangered species, and 
registering islands, an official with DOE has said.

“The rationale behind developing a biodiversity 
database - which will be publicly accessible - is to 
create a regional reference for all coastal states 
and scientifically classify data and information 
about indigenous, non-indigenous, and invasive 
species in the Persian Gulf, the Oman Sea, and the 
Caspian Sea’s ecosystems,” ISNA quoted Moham-
mad Talebi-Matin as saying.

He made the remarks on the occasion of Per-
sian Gulf National Day which is observed on April 
29 every year. The day marks the anniversary of 
forcing out the Portuguese navy of the Strait of 
Hormuz in the Capture of Ormuz (1622).

“All available information about the plant and 
animal species of these three ecosystems have 
been collected for inclusion in the database,” he 
added.

Currently, the country’s marine biodiversity da-
tabase is going through the programming phase.

Once unveiled, the biodiversity information of 
other seas of the country is supposed to be includ-
ed in this database with continuous updates, the 
official further noted.

The DOE plans to protect the Persian Gulf en-
dangered species particularly the critically endan-
gered species such as turtles.

This year, as in the past, the DOE with the help of 
coastal administrations, industries, and universi-
ties will monitor the turtles’ habitats, tag breeding 
turtles, and establish hatchery sites where need-
ed.

Talebi-Matin went on to say that currently, five 
important islands in the Persian Gulf have been 
registered. All their coastal areas have been cate-
gorized and classified in terms of biology and hab-
itat features up to a depth of six meters or more.

But certain islands, particularly military ones, 
require special permits to be registered, he noted.

Some other islands due to being far from the 
coast cannot be equipped with all the equipment 
or supported by the research group.

Despite the environmental preservation re-
sponsibilities of industries and organizations, 
some fail to provide the necessary cooperation, 
the official said.

Climate change, pollution threat Persian Gulf 
coral reefs 

The Persian Gulf’s unique marine habitat is 
home to about eight percent of the world’s coral 
reefs with more than 50 species, however, climate 
change, global warming, and pollution are pushing 
them toward extinction.

Coral reefs are in danger of disappearing mainly 
due to oil pollution, with the fourth coral bleach-
ing event currently underway, IRNA quoted Tale-
bi-Matin, as saying.

The Persian Gulf has an area of about 241,000 
square kilometers. Its length is some 990 km, and 

its width varies from a maximum of about 340 km 
to a minimum of 55 km in the Strait of Hormuz.

It has its own environmental characteristics, as 
it is a semi-closed sea, aging 15,000 years, with 
an average depth of 35 meters, while being highly 
salty with severe heat fluctuations, and an annual 
evaporation rate of 140 cm.

The diverse marine life in the Persian Gulf in-
cludes more than 1,600 species of fish (about 500 
species in the Persian Gulf and 1,142 species in the 
Sea of Oman).

Moreover, there are 15 species of shrimp, 10 
species of marine mammals, five species of sea 
turtles, more than 90 species of birds, and a wide 
variety of plankton.  

This rich biodiversity stresses the importance 
of conserving the marine ecosystems in the Per-
sian Gulf, the official added.

He went on to say that a total of 111 coral spe-
cies have been identified in the Persian Gulf, with 
103 species found in the Iranian islands of the re-
gion which further highlights the significance of 
protecting coral reefs for the overall health of the 
ecosystem.

In recent years, coral reefs have suffered 
bleaching due to exposure to pollution and global 
warming, putting them at risk of completely dis-
appearing if necessary measures are not taken.

The marine ecosystems in the Persian Gulf have 
been significantly impacted by environmental pol-
lution, including industrial waste, oil spills, chem-
ical effluents, and marine debris. These factors, 
combined with climate change effects like rising 
temperatures and seawater acidification, have led 
to severe damage to the marine habitats in the 
region.

The deterioration of coral reefs poses a sig-
nificant challenge as they play a crucial role in 
maintaining ecological balance in the seas. Human 
activities such as coastal development, dredging, 
overfishing, and exploitation of marine resources, 
along with climate change impacts, have resulted 
in the destruction and loss of coral reefs and re-
duced biodiversity in the Persian Gulf.

Over a span of 22 years, various human activi-
ties like land reclamation, discharge of urban and 
industrial wastewater, port construction, vessel 
traffic, fishing, road building, population growth, 
and tourism have contributed to the degradation 
of marine ecosystems in the region.

Efforts to protect the valuable marine eco-
system include updating the list of endangered 
marine species, expanding restoration efforts 
for wetland habitats and coral reefs, and imple-
menting conservation measures in a wider area to 
safeguard these vulnerable ecosystems.
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Iranian students snatch 4 
medals at IOI 2018

Iranian students secured 4 colorful medals at the 30th Interna-
tional Olympiad in Informatics (IOI 2018) which was held in Tsukuba, 
Japan, on September 1 to 8.

Iran’s team finished in eleventh place claiming one gold medal, two 
silver medals, and one bronze medal, Mehdi Safarnejad, head of the 
Iranian delegation said.

This year, 341 students from 87 countries participated in the event.

Mohammad Mahdavi grabbed the gold medal, Keivan Rezaei and 
Mehrdad Saberi were the silver medal winners, and Seyed Mahdi Sa-
degh Shobeiri claimed the bronze medal, Fars reported on Saturday.

Iran first participated the IOI in 1992, and have claimed some 22 
gold medals, 54 silver medals and 25 bronze medals, over the past 
26 years.

کسب ۴ مدال توسط تیم دانش‌آموزی ایران در 
المپیاد جهانی کامپیوتر

تیم چهار نفره دانش‌آموزان ایران موفق به کسب چهار مدال رنگارنگ 
در سی‌امُین المپیاد جهانی کامپیوتر در ژاپن شد.

مهدی صفرنژاد سرپرست تیم اعزامی دانش آموزان المپیاد کشورمان 
به ژاپن، با اعلام این مطلب، افزود: تیم ایران از نظر کسب مدال، رتبه 
یازدهم این دوره از المپیاد را با کسب یک مدال طلا، ۲ نقره و یک 

برنز، تصاحب کرد.
در این مسابقات که از دهم شهریور ماه با حضور 341 شرکت کننده 
از 87 کشور در شهر سوکوبای ژاپن برگزارشد، محمدمهدوی به مدال 
صادق  سیدمهدی  و  نقره  صابری  مهرداد  نقره،  رضایی  کیوان  طلا، 

شبیری به مدال برنز این مسابقات دست یافتند.
به گزارش فارس، تاریخچه حضور ایران در این مسابقات به سال 1992 
بر می‌گردد و طی سال‌های گذشته در مجموع، 22 مدال طلا، 54 مدال 
نقره و 25 مدال برنز حاصل تلاش کاروان ایران بوده است؛ ایران امسال 

برای بیست و پنجمین بار در این مسابقات حضور یافت.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Oman calls for sharing experiences in 
women, family affairs with Iran

IBTO is WHO regional training authority: official
M

eh
r 

/ 
Im

an
 H

am
ik

h
ah

Rainfall revives Aq-Gol wetland
Aq-Gol wetland, measuring some 830 hectares in the west-central province of Hamedan, 

is filled again with water thanks to heavy rainfall over the past months.

The wetland has become one of the main places for bird wintering, hosting ducks, herons, 
geese, cormorants, cranes, Eurasian teals, and avocets. 
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TEHRAN- The Persian-language drama 
“Winners” directed by Iranian-British director 
Hassan Nazer, was awarded the Grand Prix at the 
3rd edition of the Festival International du Cinéma 
Indépendant de Casablanca-FICIC (Casablanca 
International Independent Cinema Festival). 

The prestigious award was presented to the film 
during the closing ceremony of the festival, which 
took place in Casablanca, Morocco on Saturday.

“Winners” is set in a deprived area of a small 
Iranian town where children are required to work 
to help support their families. Nine-year-old Yahya 
is one such child, his little hands scouring through 
massive piles of junk in search of hidden treasures. 
One day, Yahya strikes literal gold by finding an 
unclaimed Oscar statue, the curious item leading 
the boy into an adventure-filled journey.

Supported by Scottish public body Creative 
Scotland, the film was shot entirely in Iran with 
an all-Persian-language cast, including Reza Naji, 
the winner of the Berlinale Silver Bear for “The 
Song of Sparrows”.In the feature film section of 
the festival, “The Packs” by Kamal Lazraq from 
Morocco received the Jury Award, while “Closer” 
by Auguste Gerikaite from Lithuania was awarded 
the Grand Prix in the short film section.

Although three additional Iranian films were 
showcased in various sections of the festival, they 
did not secure any awards.“The Town” directed by 
Ali Hazrati was competing at the main section of 
the festival. 

“The Town” narrates the story of Navid Falahati, 

a young man interested in acting, who is accepted 
in the audition for a movie. In order to join the 
movie, he must accept some special conditions 
and performs mental and psychological exercises 
for his role in an isolated town.

Sa’ed Soheili, Kazem Sayyahi, Mahtab Servati, 
Homayoun Ershadi, Roya Javaidnia, Shahrokh 
Forutanian, Morteza Zarrabi, and Saqi Hajipour are 
the cast of the film.

“The Camel and the Miller” by Abdollah Alimorad 
was on screen at the animation section of the 
event, while “Hamster” by Fatima Nofely was 
competing in the short film section. 

Produced by the Institute for Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young Adults – 
Kanoon, “The Camel and the Miller” tells the story 
of a miller who gets the help of a camel to grind 
his grain. But one day, the camel gets sick and the 
miller replaces him with an agricultural machine. 
This solution seems to be fine, but despite the 
characters’ apparent reserve, they slowly realize 
how attached they are to one another.

A joint production of Iran and France, “Hamster” 
follows the story of Mahi and Pouya, a couple on a 
trip who wake up to the tragic discovery of their 
friends’ deaths from carbon monoxide poisoning, 
for which they hold themselves accountable.

As Mahi grapples with the guilt and responsibility 
of their friends’ deaths, she struggles to come to 
terms with the harsh reality of their situation. 
Despite the fear and uncertainty that looms 
over her, she decides that running away will only 
make matters worse and believes that staying 
to confront the consequences is the right thing 
to do. Pouya, on the other hand, is driven by fear 
and self-preservation, pushing him to consider 
fleeing from the scene in a bid to avoid facing the 
reality of their actions.As the rift between Mahi 
and Pouya deepens, the tension between them 
reaches its breaking point. In a race against time, 
Mahi and Pouya must come to a decision that will 
not only define their own fates but also determine 
the course of their relationship.

By Mohamadreza Seyedagha
TEHRAN-There is a void for 

films with religious approach 
in the local cinema industry, 
which needs to be filled by works 
infused with sacrifice, devotion, 
and peace resulting from faith. 
The 1st International Rezvan 
Festival on Religious Films has 
been planned to comply with 
such requirements, the festival 
secretary said on Monday.

Speaking at the press 
conference for the first edition 
of the festival at Soureh 
Cinema Organization in Tehran, 
Mohammad Hossein Latifi 
emphasized the need to focus 
on religious films and said: “The 
national section of the festival 
will take place later this year in 
October and the international 
section will be held in May 2025”. 

The event is organized by the 
Imam Reza (AS) International 
Art and Cultural Foundation and 
is supported by the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance. The 
first edition of Rezvan Festival 
will be held as part of the 21st 
Imam Reza (AS) International 
Festival.

The Imam Reza (AS) 
International Festival is held 
annually in various provinces of 
the country as well as in several 
other countries. 

It encompasses various 
fields such as articles, plays or 
screenplays, produced shows, 
stories, visual arts, books, literary 
texts, poetry, press and digital 
works, and radio and television 
productions. This year, for the 
first time, it has added the film 
section to its festivals.

The festival will receive 
short and semi-feature fiction, 
animated, and documentary 
films made by young filmmakers 
(not older than 33). Films 

produced from 2023 onward are 
eligible for participation in the 
competitive section. Additionally, 
non-competitive screenings will 
feature relevant works produced 
previous years.

In response to a question posed 
by Tehran Times regarding the 
absence of feature-length films in 
the festival, Latifi explained that 
their goal is to prepare the ground 
for young filmmakers to practice 
making short films revolving 
around the themes of the festival 
to get ready for creating feature 
films in the future.

“For this edition, the focus 
is on short and semi-feature 
films, with a maximum duration 
of 20 minutes for shorts and 
45 minutes for semi-feature 
narratives,” he added, noting that 
the festival seeks to increase 
the number of religious-themed 
cinematic works in the coming 
years. 

Also speaking at the event, 

Farhad Ghaemian, the secretary 
of the 21st Imam Reza (AS) 
International Festival, announced 
that the festival is ready to receive 
works from April 29. 

“The organizers of the festival 
are also planning for educational 
workshops to identify talents in 
the field of filmmaking, to be held 
in the coming months,” he added.

Seyed Javad Refaei, the 
strategic advisor to the CEO of 
the Imam Reza (AS) International 
Art and Cultural Foundation was 
another speaker during the press 
conference. 

He highlighted that the festival 
features two main categories: the 
religious category encompassing 
all faiths and the Razavi category 
centered around the Islamic world 
and Imam Reza (AS). “Notably, the 
festival places special emphasis 
on debut films, which will be 
evaluated separately,” he added.

“We also have a mobile 
filmmaking category, open to 

the public, inviting everyone 
to participate in filmmaking. 
Additionally, our “From Idea to 
Film” category aims to support 
those with filmmaking ideas but 
limited resources for production. 
We intend to harness their 
creativity and talent,” he noted.

In response to Tehran Times’ 
query on how the festival is to 
maximize the impact of short 
films within society, Refaei 
mentioned collaborations with 
national channels of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Broadcasting to 
air the films. 

“There have also been 
negotiations with the Cinema 
Organization of Iran, so that short 
films can be screened in movie 
theaters before feature-length 
films and made available online,” 
he asserted.

The unveiling of the poster for 
the first International Rezvan 
Festival on Religious Films 
marked the end of the ceremony.

TEHRAN-The unveiling ceremony of the 
historical and political quarterly magazine 
“Majara” (literally meaning Story in Persian) 
took place on Monday at the House of Young 
Intellectuals in Tehran.

Distinguished guests included Deputy of 
Political Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Ali Bagheri Kani, former Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Manouchehr Mottaki, Head of 
the Art Bureau Mohammad Mehdi Dadman, 
and the magazine’s editor-in-chief Javad 
Mogouyi, the Art Bureau website reported.

According to Mogouyi, the magazine’s 
approach will focus on post-revolutionary 
events. 

He stated, “We have taken the first step 
toward delving into the memories of the 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. I hope this issue 
will spark discussions and conversations”.

He further elaborated on the magazine’s 
perspective, emphasizing that post-
revolutionary historiography has been 
neglected, especially the events of the 
1960s. He highlighted the challenge of 

accessing historical documents, noting that 
certain sensitive topics remain restricted. 
Additionally, the lack of firsthand accounts 
from political figures hinders a comprehensive 
understanding of that era.

Bagheri Kani praised the magazine’s courage 
and initiative. He emphasized the importance 
of researching national security, asserting 
that the collected interviews and images in 
“Majara” hold value for understanding the 
needs of the current and future generations in 
Iran and beyond.

In a field as critical as historical research, 
where diverse perspectives intersect, “Majara” 
aims to contribute credible and robust content. 
The magazine seeks to engage readers in 
meaningful dialogue while shedding light on 
pivotal moments in Iran’s history.

In a powerful demonstration of 
solidarity, a coalition of Spanish 
artists and intellectuals converged 
in Madrid to vocally affirm their 
support for Palestine while 
vehemently denouncing genocide 
and terrorism, drawing notable 
figures such as director Pedro 
Almodovar, actors Alba Flores, 
Vicky Pena, Luis Tosar, and others 
to sign a resolute manifesto.

Officials noted that prominent 
figures such as Miguel Cuerdo, 
musician Joan Manuel Serrat, 
Amaral, Toni Zenet, painter Luis 
Gordillo, theater director Lluis 
Pasqual, and fashion designer 
Javier Mariscal also have signed 
the manifesto, Daily Sabah 
reported.

Gathering in the square in 
front of the Reina Sofia Museum, 
the crowd, including artists 
and intellectuals, delivered the 
message that “while Israel has the 
right to defend itself and ensure 
its security, this can never justify 
the genocide of Gazans.”

Spanish authorities emphasized 

the global support received for the 
manifesto titled “War must stop, 
neither terrorism nor genocide” 
first published on Oct. 29, 2023, 
following Israel’s attacks on Gaza. 
They announced that more than 
12,000 people from 34 countries 
have signed the manifesto so far.

During the protest in Madrid, a 
message from director Almodovar 
was shared. “I strongly support 
the culture of protesting for a 
ceasefire in Gaza. We have to stop 
this genocidal war as soon as 
possible,” he told the crowd.

Additionally, musician Zanet’s 
message was read aloud, calling 
for understanding and support for 
the Palestinian people.

“The Palestinian people are 
being wiped off the face of the 
earth, destroyed. I ask for some 
understanding and support. The 
first reason was to stop the war, 
now we must stop this senseless, 
completely absurd genocide. I 
support the idea of a Palestinian 
state,” he said.

The manifesto proposes 
strengthening diplomatic channels 
and increasing international 
pressure for an immediate cease-
fire, working toward a peace 
agreement based on the two-
state solution, and recognizing 
the State of Palestine, in line with 
international legality, U.N. and EU 
resolutions.

The Israeli army has killed over 
34,000 Palestinians in about seven 
months, about half of which being 
women and children. The bodies 
of several thousand are still stuck 
under the rubble, while thousands 
remain missing and are presumed 
dead. 

The Israeli military attack has 
resulted in the injury of close to 
80,000 Palestinians, the vast 
majority of whom were civilians. 
Most of them were unable to access 
the necessary medical treatment 
and care due to Israel’s destruction 
of the healthcare system in the 
Gaza Strip. Among them, at least 
11,000 cases were deemed critical, 
requiring travel for life-saving 

treatment. Additionally, thousands 
suffered amputations and 
permanent disabilities, including 
more than 1,200 children.

The Gaza Strip is now practically 
uninhabitable, as the Israeli army 
has destroyed over 60% of the 
buildings there, destroying most 
of the Strip’s residential squares 
and homes almost completely 
in the process. The destruction 
was primarily caused by aerial 
bombardment.

According to the preliminary, 
non-final toll, at least 131,200 
housing units in the Gaza Strip 
have been completely destroyed, 
and another 281,000 units have 
been partially destroyed. In 
addition, thousands of kilometers 
of streets in the Strip have been 
demolished and turned into dirt 
roads full of rubble by Israeli 
forces, all without any military 
necessity, but rather to devastate 
the lives of Palestinians there and 
disrupt their geographical and 
social ties.
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Knowledge and wisdom are really the privilege of a faithful Muslim. If 
you have lost them, get them back even though you may have to get 

them from the apostates.

Imam Ali (AS)
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1st International Rezvan Festival on Religious Films calls for submissions

Historical-political quarterly magazine “Majara” unveiled

Spanish artists rally for Palestine, against  
Israel’s Gaza genocide

Need to focus on themes of sacrifice, 
devotion, peace resulting from faith
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Reza Naji acts in a scene from “Winners” by 
Hassan Nazer

 From right: Mohammad Hossein Latifi, Farhad Ghaemian, and Seyed Javad Refaei at  
the press conference of the festival on April 29.

“Winners” wins Grand Prix at  
Casablanca film festival

Genocide
Cartoonist: Javier Cubero Torres from Cuba

Cartoon of Day
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