
8  P a g e s   |   P r i c e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  R i a l s   |  1 . 0 0  E U R O    |    4 . 0 0  A E D   |  4 5 t h  y e a r   |   N o .  1 4 7 6 1   |   W e d n e s d a y   |   M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 4  |  O r d i b e h e s h t  1 2 ,  1 4 0 3  |   S h a w w ā l  2 2 ,  1 4 4 5

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

Abu Dhabi hosting Iran-UAE 

Economic Commission
TEHRAN – After a 10-year hiatus, the 3rd 

Iran-UAE Joint Economic Commission kicked 
off in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday, IRIB reported.

The two-day event is being co-chaired by 
Iranian Transport and Urban Development 
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash and UAE’s 
Economy Minister Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri.

 This meeting will be held after 10 years 
to develop cooperation between the two 
countries in all economic areas, including 
investment and transportation fields (air, sea, 
road, and combined).

The development of the transit cooperation 
between the two countries, especially 
through international transit corridors like 
the North-South corridor, for transiting UAE 
goods to the countries of Central Asia and the 
Caucasus and Russia as well as Europe from 
the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
also on the agenda of this meeting.  Page 4

Rudaki Foundation 
seeks expansion 
of cultural, artistic 
collaborations 
between Iran, Russia

TEHRAN-The CEO of the Rudaki Foundation 
Mohammad Allahyari Foumani met with 
the First Secretary of the Russian Embassy 
in Iran Lilia Votinova in Tehran on Monday 
and discussed the expansion of cultural 
and artistic activities of the two countries 
centered around the Rudaki Foundation.

Highlighting Russia’s artistic capacities 
and Rudaki Foundation’s potentials, Allahyari 
Foumani said: “Given its cultural and artistic 
standing in the country, along with its 
infrastructure, various halls, and the Azadi 
Tower, the Rudaki Foundation can serve as an 
ideal venue for cultural and artistic exchanges 
between our two nations,” ILNA quoted him as 
saying.  Page 8

Iran prioritizes 
African ties: FM 

TEHRAN – Iran is determined to strength-
en and expand its relations with African na-
tions based on mutual interest and respect, 
stated Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian.

The top diplomat made the remarks during 
a Tuesday meeting with the Central African 
Minister for Small and Medium-sized Enter-
prises. During the meeting, Amir Abdollahi-
an highlighted the importance of expanding 
relations with the African continent as a key 
priority of Iran’s foreign policy.

The official expressed Iran’s readiness to 
enhance bilateral cooperation with Central 
Africa, especially in areas such as agricul-
ture, science, technology, and education.

Ngate Robard, for his part, commended 
Iran for its hosting of the second Iran-Africa 
Summit and Expo Tehran 2024, emphasizing 
the significance of these events.

The Central African Minister also praised 
Iran’s advancements in various scientific, 
technological, and industrial sectors, while 
acknowledging the warm hospitality extend-
ed during his visit.

Iran has been seeking to strengthen ties 
with African nations since President Ebrahim 
Raisi’s administration took office. Raisi visit-
ed Kenya, Uganda, and Zimbabwe last year, 
and signed various documents to up bilateral 
cooperation in different fields.   Page 2

BBC’s sensational 
media campaign 
against Iran

By Alireza Akbari
TEHRAN- The BBC has fabricated a 

groundless report surrounding the tragic 
death of Iranian teenager Nika Shakarami 
with a twofold motive: to inflame public sen-
timent and to deflect attention away from 
the intensifying crackdown on pro-Palestin-
ian demonstrations within American univer-
sity campuses.

This incident is not an isolated one. Such 
instances have been orchestrated by West-
ern media outlets to obscure Israeli war 
crimes in Gaza, divert attention from the 
West’s support for oppressive regimes, or, 
as in this case, to sow discord amidst stu-
dent-led pro-Palestinian movements.

The BBC’s purported role in disseminating un-
founded accusations against Tehran underscores 
broader concerns about the biased viewpoint of 
Western media coverage vis-à-vis Iran. 

Amid global concern about the plight of 
freedom advocates facing harsh crackdowns 
and potential expulsion from American uni-
versities, the BBC has reverted to familiar 
tactics, employing sensationalism to deflect 
attention and vilify Iran.

Fake allegations by BBC
The latest BBC report has come under in-

tense scrutiny for a multitude of errors that 
cast doubt on its credibility and raise suspi-
cions of ulterior motives.  Page 3
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Student protests motivated 
solely by shared humanitarian 
values: expert 

TEHRAN – A senior American political analyst says 
student protests in U.S. universities against Israel’s 
“barbarism” in the Gaza Strip are “motivated solely by 
shared humanitarian values.”

Yuram Abdullah Weiler also tells the Tehran Times that 
“any criticism of the Israeli government or its genocidal 
policies is now equated to anti-Semitism.” 

Following is the text of the interview:

Aren’t the crackdown and arrest of students at 
American universities by police a violation of the right 
to protest and freedom of opinion?

Due to the complexities of the American legal system, a 
simple yes or no answer is impossible. Technically, protests 
and freedom of speech should fall under the protection of 
the 1st Amendment of the U.S. constitution, which prohibits 
Congress from making a law abridging freedom of speech 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble.

According to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 
people have the right to speak out from so-called 
“traditional public platforms,” such as parks, sidewalks, 
streets and other public places. 

Yemeni army attacks US 
warships

Yemen’s Ansarullah movement said on Monday it had launched 
attacks on two US warships and two commercial vessels linked to Israel.

The movement said it targeted the American warships with 
drones in the Red Sea. “These operations have been successful,” 
said Yahya Sarea, the Yemeni army spokesman. Ansarullah also 
claimed responsibility for an attack on the CYCLADES, a cargo 
vessel they say was previously blacklisted by the movement for 
violating its ban on ships traveling to Israeli ports. 

“The vessel was accurately hit in the Red Sea after it left the 
port of Eilat,” Sarea said.

In addition, the group said it attacked the MSC ORION, an Israeli 
ship, in the Indian Ocean.

The Ansarullah spokesman reiterated the group’s position 
that it would continue its operations in the Red Sea and Indian 
Ocean until Israel ceases its actions in Gaza. The Yemeni army has 
escalated maritime attacks since last November, targeting vessels 
associated with Israel in a show of support for Palestinians in the 
face of Israel’s brutal war on Gaza. 

In January, the United States and Britain initiated a military 
operation by carrying out airstrikes on Yemeni military sites. In 
response, the Ansarullah escalated their attacks on commercial 
and military vessels from the United States and Britain in the Red 
Sea and the Gulf of Aden. 

U.S. port off Gaza raises 
suspicions 

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN- Satellite images have shown the construction 
of a floating United States military port off the Gaza shore 
in the Mediterranean Sea but questions have been raised 
over its objectives.

The Pentagon has confirmed media reports that the pier 
that is being built by the U.S. military near Gaza will cost 
at least $320 million, which is double the original estimate 
announced for the project. 

“The cost has not just risen. It has exploded,” Senator 
Roger Wicker told Reuters. 

“This dangerous effort with marginal benefit will 
now cost the American taxpayers at least $320 million 
to operate the pier for only 90 days,” the Republican 
lawmaker added. 

Around 1,000 U.S. military personnel have been deployed 
to Gaza’s waters, including from the army and navy, who 
are working in close coordination with the Israeli army 
and navy to build the pier that the Pentagon says will 
be operational in May. The huge investment has raised 
question marks on how this costly project will help the 
man-made starvation across the Gaza Strip.

Iranian president 
commends workers for 
defying challenges on 
Labor Day

TEHRAN - The Iranian president has 
voiced confidence in the nation’s ability 
to produce high-quality and diverse 
goods, even in the face of sanctions and 
other challenges. 

Ebrahim Raisi delivered his remarks 
during the 35th Appreciation Festival for 
Workers, Labor Groups, and Exemplary 
Units on the occasion of Labor Day which 
was celebrated on Tuesday in Iran. 

“You, the workers of our nation, 
have thwarted the enemy’s efforts 
across multiple domains. And you’ve 
demonstrated that you’ll continue to 
do so, even in the economic arena,” he 
emphasized.  Page 3

The First Turkish 
Martyr of 

‘Al-Aqsa 
Storm’

Hasan Saklanan, who 
attacks Israeli forces in 

al-Quds, is shot dead



In a note, Kayhan dealt with the support 
of foreign opposition for Israel’s crimes and 
wrote: One of the unfortunate aspects of the 
developments during the months that have 
passed since the war between Israel and Gaza 
is the insolence of the foreign opposition in 
supporting criminals that even many Western 
media do not want to defend them. 

The heart of every human being has been 
hurt by the severity of Israel’s crime in Gaza, 
and even many officials in the European 
Union and the United States have taken a 
stand against the madness of Netanyahu and 
Gallant and other leaders of this regime. But 
the anti-revolution opposition has brazenly 
supported Israel. 

It’s enough of their stupidity that they did 
not recognize the Iranian nation well and 
from this support did not attract any profit 
and support from inside Iran. What is certain 
is that the reason for this insolence of the 
opposition is their financial and political 
dependence on the Zionist regime.

 The opposition has no sympathy for the 
country and the soil of Iran and demands 
sanctions and pressure on the people as well 
as a military attack on the country. Supporting 
Israel is a disgrace that cannot be justified in 
any way, even in the West.

Siasat-e-Rooz: The achievement should 
not be temporary

Siasat-e-Rooz wrote in its editorial: After 
the missile and drone response of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to the criminal behavior of the 
Zionist regime, as well as the intensification 
of international support for Palestine and 
the resistance, which has reached American 
universities, some inside and outside the 
country once again raised the idea of reviving 
the JCPOA or negotiations with America. 
Supporters of this view believe that Iran is 
now at the peak of military and diplomatic 
power, and based on the principles of 
international relations, this is the right time 
to get concessions from the other parties who 
are facing a series of challenges. Considering 
the uncertainty of Biden’s political future, 
what guarantee is there that Iran will 
negotiate with the United States, and after 
a few months, the story of withdrawing from 
the JCPOA will not be repeated? In a situation 
where the country’s economy is growing, the 
approach to negotiations will be to return to 
the conditioning of the economy and even 
postpone the development of relations with 
many countries until after the result of these 
negotiations.

Etemad: Iran’s nuclear case prospect
In a commentary, Etemad discussed the 

prospect of the nuclear case. The paper said: 
The important point in Iran’s nuclear doctrine 
is that Tehran has dealt with this issue so far 
in such a way as to reduce the possibility of 
miscalculation.

 The most important confirmation of this 
is the statement of Rafael Grossi, Director 
General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, that the enrichment rate has been 
reduced by 60%. Moreover, although the 
United States has imposed sanctions against 
Tehran, it does not seem to impose sanctions 
that will raise the level of tensions. In general, 
with the escalation of tensions in the region, 
it seems that the negative consequences of 
America’s withdrawal from the JCPOA have 
been highlighted more than before. 

The Israelis have now realized that America 
has other strategic priorities than trying 
to involve itself in another conflict in the 
region. Considering these issues, although 
now after the escalation of regional tensions 
and Iran’s decisive response to Israel’s 
actions, sensitivities towards Iran’s nuclear 
program have increased, this issue itself can 
create conditions to manage tensions and 
interactions.

Shargh: There is no coalition against Iran 
in the region

In an interview with Mohammad Reza 
Mohammadi, a senior analyst of Middle East 
issues, Shargh investigated the rumor of 
an anti-Iranian Arab coalition. It wrote: The 
“True Promise” operation can be evaluated 
from different aspects, one of which can be 
considered the possibility of strengthening 
the Arab front to balance with Iran. As 
some believe, when Iran fired more than 
300 missiles and drones at Israel in an 
unpredictable reaction to Israel’s attack on its 
embassy in Damascus, a fundamental change 
in the balance of Arab countries between 
Tehran and Tel Aviv took place.

 Basically, the strategy of the countries of 
the region after the Al-Aqsa storm operation 
and the unprecedented and brutal massacre 
that Israel carried out in Gaza does not allow 
the balance of the West Asian Arab equations 
to be in favor of Israel and against Iran. On 
the other hand, it soon became clear that 
the role of the Arabs in repelling the Iranian 
attack was limited. Both Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE have frankly denied any direct military 
participation in defending Israel. Jordanian 
authorities have also stated that this 
participation was necessary to protect their 
interests. As a result, the issue of creating 
an anti-Iranian Arab coalition is not on the 
agenda.

TEHRAN- The analyst of the American think 
tank, Foundation for Defense Democracies (FDD), 
has expressed alarm over the deepening of 
security relations between Tehran and Moscow. 

In a report, the think tank warned that Ukraine 
and Israel are two battlegrounds where Tehran 
and Moscow not only benefit from strengthening 
their relationship but also use them to rearrange 
the global order.

According to reports, the Russian state media 
“RIA Novosti” recently reported that Russia has 
expressed readiness to expand military and 
technical cooperation with Iran. 

Russian and Iranian defense ministers 
discussed strengthening security relations 
between the two countries during a Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization meeting in Kazakhstan.

The SCO is a security group with members 
including Russia, India, China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Tajikistan. The American think tank, citing media 
reports, stated that Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu emphasized the significant increase 
in military contracts between Tehran and Moscow 
during a meeting with his Iranian counterpart.

Senior FDD analyst Behnam Ben Taleblu believes 
that Russia and Iran have increasingly been able to 
set aside areas of tension and disagreement between 
them in order to confront common enemies. 

He went on to point out that the decision of the 
two countries to strengthen their relationship 
is not in response to Western pressure, raising 
alarm bells for the West to increase pressure and 

raise the costs of this relationship for both sides. 
The West must work on a strategy that focuses on 
magnifying the differences between Moscow and 
Tehran and highlighting them.

Ivana Stradner another analyst from FDD also 
believes that with the approval of new packages 
by the United States for Ukraine, Russia is seeking 
to attract more assistance from its allies. 

In fact, Russia’s victory is also a success for Iran. 
Tehran and Moscow believe that the United States 
is their common enemy, and for this reason, both 
countries have united against Washington.

The expert added that Ukraine and Israel are 
two battlegrounds where Iran and Russia not 
only use them to achieve military goals but also to 
rearrange the global and international order.

This analytical report stipulated that the 
confrontation with America forms the basis of 
cooperation between Russia and Iran. 

The meeting of the defense ministers of the 
two countries took place after the disclosure of 
confidential Russian government documents on 
April 17. These documents emphasized the need 
for greater coordination between Moscow, Iran, 
China, and North Korea to change the global order 
under U.S. tutelage. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin also welcomed cooperation with Iran in the 
energy, trade, agriculture, and technology sectors 
in December, following increased economic 
cooperation between Moscow and Tehran to 
bypass Western sanctions.

The FDD also mentioned Russia and Iran’s 
cooperation in drone technologies, stating that 

the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
Canada imposed new sanctions on April 25 against 
entities supporting Iran’s unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) industry.The final part of this report claimed 
that since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, 
Tehran has provided hundreds of UAVs to Moscow 
in exchange for advanced military equipment.

Russia and Iran have both vehemently refuted 
allegations that Tehran sent Moscow drones to 
use in the conflict in Ukraine.

In July 2022, U.S. National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan made the first anti-Iran claims, saying 
purportedly that Washington had “information” 
indicating that the Islamic Republic was getting 
ready to give Russia “up to several hundred 
drones, including weapons-capable UAVs on an 
expedited timeline” for use in the conflict.

Experts and the media both emphasized the 
significance of Iranian drones, with much of the 
media coverage focused on increasing pressure on 
Iran. The Western media cannot deny the positive 
role of Iranian drones in the country’s foreign policies.    

In an analysis, titled “Can Iran’s Shahed drones 
in Ukraine help ease tension with Russia?”, 
military affairs expert and journalist Anton 
Mardasov discussed the impact of Iranian drones 
on the relations between Iran and Russia on the 
Al-Monitor website on August 6. 

According to Al-Monitor, low-cost Iranian 
drones have significantly impacted the battlefield. 
“Delivery of drones gave Iran the right to talk to 
Moscow on an equal footing,” Nikolay Kozhanov, 
a professor at the Persian Gulf Studies Center of 
Qatar University, told Al-Monitor. 

TEHRAN- A retired senior Lebanese officer, 
referring to Iran’s recent punitive response 
against the Zionist regime, highlighted Tehran’s 
valuable intelligence achievements following the 
operation. 

According to Raialyoum, the retired officer, 
Mohammad Al-Hosseini, stated that Tehran’s 
response is the result of a long-standing conflict 
with the Zionist regime that began about four 
decades ago.

He added that this response followed the 
Zionist regime’s attack on the Iranian consulate 
in Damascus, which Iran considered a threat 
to national security and a clear violation of its 
sovereignty. 

Additionally, Tehran’s response was a limited 
strike aimed at creating strategic deterrence to 
prevent further attacks on Iranian diplomats, thwart 
repeated attacks on its embassy, and create a 
deterrent for Israeli regime actions inside Iran.

Al-Hosseini continued by saying that Tehran 
initiated the attack with hundreds of very 
inexpensive drones, and in response, the occupying 
regime spent one and a half billion dollar to shoot 
down these drones. 

The Iranians did not use any new technology, so 

the Zionists could not obtain any new information, 
but the Iranians obtained a lot of information about 
the capabilities of the Americans and the Zionists.

This retired Lebanese military officer averred 
that in the second wave, Iran fired old cruise 
missiles, and once again the Zionist regime and its 
allies countered with expensive guided missiles, 
utilizing all their capabilities to obtain more 
information. Then Tehran fired ballistic missiles, 
directly targeting two key air bases in southern 
and northern occupied Palestine.

He also stated that there is no separation 
between Iran’s response and what is happening 
in southern Lebanon and Gaza since the Operation 
True Promise.Iran’s response has created strategic 
developments on a global scale and engagement 
in the region, including the two fronts of Gaza and 
southern Lebanon, as follows:

First, Iran presented itself as a global power 
in the international arena, indicating its ability 
to engage in war, if necessary, contrary to the 
beliefs of the United States and the Zionists. The 
assumption of the U.S. and the Zionist regime 
was that sanctions economically and politically 
incapacitate Iran from responding.

Second, the fear and terror caused by Iran’s 

attack in official circles among the Zionists.

Third, the effects of Iran’s response against the 
Zionist regime on the Lebanon front with occupied 
Palestine became apparent. The reaction was 
not like before; Hezbollah sent drones deep into 
enemy territory, targeting the Shraga garrison in 
the north of Akka on April 23, which was the first 
time since the start of the war. This made the 
enemy realize the changing situation. Additionally, 
Hezbollah targeted the town of Meron and its 
surrounding areas on April 28. This forces the 
occupying regime to reconsider its calculations 
and fantasies about Iran, compelling it to abandon 
its illusions of neutralizing Iran’s military presence 
in regional developments.

Fourth, the lack of an immediate response from 
the Zionist regime and Washington’s efforts for 
calm established a new stage, showing that the 
Americans and Europeans do not have the ability 
to control tensions in the region if Tel Aviv acts 
arrogantly against Hezbollah or Iran.

Fifth, although Iran’s operation gave the 
occupying regime an opportunity to once again 
portray itself as a victim in international forums, 
but its positive impact on the Gaza war was 
significant and highlighted Iran’s capabilities.

TEHRAN- The UN human rights 
office has come under fire from 
Iran’s top human rights official for 
fabricating accusations against Iran 
while ignoring the U.S. government’s 
brutal assault on anti-war academics 
and students. 

The secretary of Iran’s High 
Council for Human Rights, Kazem 
Gharibabadi, said on Monday that 
while the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) made 
statements about alleged rights 
violations in Iran during the same 
period, it ignores what is happening 
on U.S. university campuses.

“The Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights has taken no notice of 
what is happening in the U.S. but 
at the same time issued three 
statements accusing Iran of human 
rights violations, which is proof of 
contradictions and double standards 
in the UN body’s mechanisms,” 
Gharibabadi added. 

The U.S. police have attacked 
college campuses across the 
country, from Texas to Illinois, from 
California to New York, pulling and 
hauling people astonishingly and 
smashing them ruthlessly. 

In the course of demonstrations 
against Israel’s genocide military 
operation in Gaza, which has resulted 
in the deaths of around 34,500 
Palestinians and left over a million 

homeless and hungry, they have 
even detained academics, including 
Caroline Fohlin of Emory University 
in Georgia.

The Washington Post reported 
on Monday that more than 900 
individuals had been detained on U.S. 
universities thus far, emphasizing 
that the protests were “peaceful and 
nonviolent until law enforcement 
showed up.”

About fifty students were taken 
into custody by riot police on Monday 
at the University of Texas pro-Gaza 
protest camp after they deployed 
pepper spray. State police were 
summoned to a university for the 
second occasion in less than a week 
following the altercation between 
students and police on Monday.

Students in the U.S. have 
been opposing Israel’s homicidal 
activities in the narrow Strip since 
the Israeli attack on Gaza began on 

October 7. However, a fresh wave 
of protests has swept the nation, 
with demonstrators erecting 
encampments on college campuses.

The major demands made by the 
students are that their colleges reveal 
their financial holdings and sever 
connections with companies that 
support Israel or make money from its 
conflict with the Palestinian people.

Earlier this month, Columbia 
University in New York saw protests 
spread to other prestigious American 
institutions.

Similar protests have spread 
around the U.S. despite severe 
crackdowns that included mass 
suspensions, evictions from 
university housing, and arrests.

Video footage of students, 
faculty members, and journalists 
being forcibly held by the police on 
campuses has surfaced.

In a letter on Saturday to Volker 
Turk, UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Gharibabadi 
blasted international institutions 
for failing to take a stand against 
the degradation of human rights 
conditions in Western nations.

“The world suffers from 
fundamental challenges and 
dilemmas regarding human rights, 
mainly caused by the actions of 
countries that claim to be defending 
human rights and see themselves 
in the position of making demands 
of others and being immune from 
any criticism and responsibility,” 
Gharibabadi added. 

“In these circumstances, it 
is crucial for the international 
human rights institutions to 
uphold independence, impartiality, 
professionalism, and non-selectivity 
in order to protect and advance 
human rights. Adopting politically-
motivated and selective approaches 
is harmful to human rights, does 
a terrible injustice to them, and 
undermines public confidence in 
human rights procedures,” continued 
Gharibabadi who is also deputy 
Judiciary chief for foreign affairs.

He alerted the commissioner to 
“certain circumstances during the 
last six months in numerous nations 
involving the right to freedom 
of assembly and of association,” 
noting that “France often observes 
enormous public protests against 
the government’s policies.”

TEHRAN – The deputy commander of Iran’s Air 
Defense Force has emphasized the significance 
of Operation True Promise in showcasing Iran’s 
authority.

“Today, with unwavering reliance on 
Iranian weaponry, homegrown expertise, and 
the steadfast resolve of our brave Iranian 
compatriots, we stand poised to safeguard 
our nation’s security,” Brigadier General Alireza 
Elhami said on Monday.

He continued, “Our military personnel, 
particularly those in the Air Defense Force, are 
fully committed to their duties, demonstrating 
unwavering dedication to protecting our people 
and borders.”

Highlighting the heightened readiness of the 
army, especially the air defense unit, Elhami 
reiterated, “Today, as we rely entirely on home-
grown equipment and we face no doubts in 
ensuring our nation’s security.”

Emphasizing the readiness to counter any 
aggression, Elhami stressed, “Our indigenous 
equipment and the resolute determination of 
our soldiers are primed to respond forcefully to 
any threat to our nation’s sovereignty, defending 
our borders with utmost vigor.”

Elhami further underscored the significance 
of Operation True Promise as a testament 

to the far-sightedness of the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution, noting, “The Leader’s call 
for ‘strengthening forces’ resonates deeply, 
and Operation True Promise exemplifies this 
directive, not only showcasing the country’s 
authority but also uplifting the spirits of our 
people.”

He emphasized the collective responsibility 
for strengthening across all domains, stating, 
“Strengthening is incumbent upon all managers, 
especially in the military sphere, as directed by 
the Leader. 

Regarding the nation’s strategic objectives, 
Elhami emphasized, “We must align our efforts 
with the lofty goals of the nation and the ideals 
of the new Islamic civilization, adapting to meet 
the evolving needs of today.”

Elhami reaffirmed the commitment to 
defending the country’s airspace with dignity, 
stating, “We spare no effort in fulfilling our 
mission with dignity and authority, independent 
of external forces.”

Acknowledging progress in the air defense 
units, Elhami commended the extensive 
construction projects and activities underway, 
stating, “Significant strides have been 
made in construction projects, with notable 
advancements in combat readiness activities.”
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In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Shameless slavery of  
the opposition

U.S. think tank frightened over growing Iran-Russia security relations

Ex-Lebanese officer: Operation True Promise provided Iran with 
valuable intelligence breakthroughs 

Iran denounces U.S. dumbness over 
university crackdowns

Operation True Promise fortified Iran’s 
authority: commander



 From Page 1    Central to the 
controversy is the report’s reliance 
on a purportedly official letter, which, 
upon closer examination, lacks 
essential hallmarks of authenticity. 
Notably absent are common features 
found in official correspondence, 
such as standardized fonts and 
seals indicating high confidentiality. 
Additionally, the letter fails to include 
crucial temporal markers, a glaring 
oversight that further undermines its 
legitimacy.

Furthermore, linguistic anomalies 
within the letter raise red flags, 
notably the use of terminology 
inconsistent with Iran’s judicial 
proceedings. Such oversights 
suggest a lack of familiarity with 
the intricacies of Iranian official 
communications, casting doubt on 
the document’s origins.

Perhaps most egregious is the 
contradiction regarding the letter’s 
use of a slogan from 2022, yet the 
Iranian police force’s name changed 
in 2021. This oversight calls into 
question the credibility of the BBC’s 
allegedly called “ Highly confidential” 
document. 

The BBC’s assertion regarding 
Nika Shakarami’s death is similarly 
contentious, as it contradicts findings 
by Iranian legal authorities. While 
the report insinuates a connection 
between Shakarami’s demise and 

Iran’s 2022 riots, investigations have 
determined otherwise.

Shakarami’s tragic death has 
become fodder for Western media 
outlets’ longstanding agenda, 
which seeks to undermine the 
Islamic Republic of Iran by any 
means necessary. This pattern of 
manipulation and distortion has been 
evident since the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution, with Shakarami’s case 
merely the latest iteration in a series 
of sensationalized narratives aimed 
at tarnishing Tehran’s reputation.

Simultaneous with Nika 
Shakarami’s death, CNN’s attempt 
to implicate Iranian security forces 
in her death served as a cautionary 
tale, highlighting the dangers of 
hasty conclusions and sensational 

reporting.
Investigating Nika Shakrami’s 

case
Following the discovery of a 

teenage girl’s body in the backyard of 
a residence in Tehran, investigations 
into the circumstances surrounding 
her death were unfolded. Initial 
observations suggested that the girl 
tragically fell from the roof, with her 
belongings found on the adjacent 
four-story building’s roof platform.

Mohammad Javad Shafiei, the 
head of Tehran province’s criminal 
prosecutor’s office, provided insights 
into the case. According to Shafiei, 
residents of a building in Amirakram 
Square alerted authorities upon 
discovering the young woman’s body 
in their yard. Specialized teams swiftly 

arrived at the scene and determined 
that she had been thrown from the 
neighboring building into the yard.

Autopsy findings revealed multiple 
fractures across her body, indicative 
of a fall from a significant height, with 
no evidence of gunshot wounds.

Further investigation by the 
Tehran Criminal Prosecutor’s Office 
included the release of video footage 
captured seven hours before the 
discovery of Nika Shakarami’s body. 
The footage depicted her conversing 
on a mobile phone while approaching 
a half-finished house near her aunt’s 
residence. Subsequent analysis of 
CCTV footage confirmed that she 
had not interacted with anyone in the 
building and was not being pursued.

While the BBC report claimed the 
body was found close to 10 p.m., 
statements from Nika Shakarami’s 
mother contradicted this assertion, 
indicating a conversation with Nika at 
the same time.These inconsistencies 
raise doubts about the veracity of 
the BBC report, which purportedly 
lacks corroborating evidence, 
eyewitness testimony, or audio-
visual documentation. 

These disparities by the BBC 
highlight the crucial need for 
conscientious journalism and thorough 
fact verification to maintain the 
credibility of reporting and curb the 
dissemination of unsupported claims.

 From Page 1    “Today, the enemy witnesses 
that despite relentless pressures, Iran exhibits 
economic growth, robust production, innovation, 
and technological ingenuity, with knowledge-based 
product exports surpassing a record $2 billion. 
These achievements are a direct result of your hard 
work and expertise, showcasing your capability 
and deserving utmost appreciation,” the president 
concluded.

He hailed the resilience of workers, noting their 
pivotal role in driving economic advancement 

through unwavering determination.

Raisi underscored the significance of this 
gathering following a meeting between workers 
and the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, viewing it 
as an opportunity to align with directives aimed at 
bolstering labor initiatives.

Speaking to a group of workers from a 
prominent Iranian factory catering to both 
domestic and international markets, the Iranian 
president commended the showcased products as 
emblematic of the nation’s capability for substantial 
achievements. However, he emphasized the need to 
push beyond current boundaries to further enhance 
productivity.

Highlighting the perseverance of manufacturing 
units amid adversity, Raisi reiterated the 
importance of ongoing support to augment both 
the quality and quantity of daily production. He 
cited instances of Iranian expertise showcased 
during recent visits, such as the construction of a 
dam and power plant in Sri Lanka, as testament to 

the nation’s technological prowess.

Commending the dedication of workers and 
specialists, the president echoed the Leader’s call 
to identify and empower elite laborers. He outlined 
initiatives aimed at nurturing excellence within the 
labor community and fostering innovative ideas 
generated within workplaces.

Reflecting on the historical contributions of the 
labor community, particularly during the Iran-Iraq 
War, the president emphasized their pivotal role in 
fostering self-reliance. Despite economic hurdles, 
he highlighted the continued excellence of Iran’s 
youth, entrepreneurs, and workers, akin to their 
bravery during wartime.

Raisi underscored Iran’s resilience against 
attempts to stifle progress through sanctions, 
noting sustained economic growth and innovation. 

He attributed the record export of knowledge-
based products to the unwavering commitment 
of workers and specialists, underscoring their 
indispensable role in propelling the nation forward.

TEHRAN – The Al-Aqsa Storm 
Operation and its following events 
have sparked a wave of awakening 
across the world especially among 
American students, according to a 
member of the Iranian Parliament’s 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

During an interview with Iranian 
media, Abbas Golrou emphasized 
that the October 7 Palestinian 
attack against Israeli positions in 
the occupied territories has not only 
rattled Israel but has also catalysed 
a new level of awareness among 
elites, including American students 
and their professors. 

“Student movements in American 

universities have taken a stand 
against U.S. policies towards the 
Palestinian issue which has led 
to confrontations with U.S. law 
enforcement. This signifies a 
significant shift in global support 
for Palestine,” the lawmaker 
explained.

The official also noted that the 
uprising of American students 
against the Zionist regime’s crimes 
has also brought about a shift in 
Western politicians’ discourse. 
“Some members of European 
parliaments have voiced strong 
support for Gaza and Palestinian 
rights in recent days and challenged 
Israel’s actions. This is a direct result 

of the American students’ activism.” 

Golrou predicted that this 
shift could eventually spread to 
political spheres of the U.S., forcing 
American officials to revisit their 
full and untrammelled support for 
the Israeli regime. 

American students have entered 
their second week of anti-Zionist 
protests across the country. 
Pupils have set up Gaza Solidarity 
encampments on their campuses, 
asking their administrators to cut 
ties with Israeli institution and 
recognize Palestinians rights to 
their homeland.  

Reports suggest that around 

1,000 students have so far been 
detained. Universities have also 
begun to take punitive measures in 
order to force an end to the peaceful 
demonstrations. Some students 
have already been expelled or 
suspended, and others are being 
threatened that they could be 
prevented from taking their final 
exams. 

Despite the mounting pressure 
from authorities, American 
students say they are steadfast 
in continuing their support for 
Palestinians, 34,000 of whom have 
been killed in Israel’s decimation of 
Gaza in the past 7 months. 

TEHRAN- Iran’s Special Envoy for Afghanistan 
has emphasized that terrorism, particularly the 
presence of Daesh Khorasan (Daesh-K), poses a 
significant external threat to Iran, Afghanistan, 
and neighboring countries. 

Hassan Kazemi Qomi underscored the 
necessity of concerted efforts in combating 
terrorism, reaffirming Iran’s solidarity with 
Afghanistan in this endeavor. 

He emphasized the prioritization of anti-

terrorism activities as essential measures in 
safeguarding regional security and stability.

Back on February 19, in a meeting held in Doha 
with counterparts from Pakistan, China, and 
Russia—Zamir Kabulov, Yue Xiaoyong, and Asif 
Ali Khan Durrani, respectively—Kazemi Qomi 
lauded the effectiveness of the regional contact 
committee in addressing issues impacting 
Afghanistan’s security and stability. This 
acknowledgment came following discussions 

centered on shared concerns over the security, 
stability, and welfare of the Afghan people.

On a broader international scale, the UN-
appointed Special Envoys on Afghanistan 
convened a two-day conference in Doha on 
February 18. The conference aimed to deliberate 
on Resolution 2679, which underscores a 
commitment to upholding Afghanistan’s 
sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity, 
and national unity.

From page 1    Central Africa is also believed 
to present several economic opportunities for 
Iran, as the West Asian country looks to expand 
its list of partners in the face of U.S. sanctions. 

The African country is rich in natural 
resources such as oil, gas, minerals, and timber 
which means it could benefit from using Iran’s 
expertise in resource extraction. Bangui is also 
seeking to form partnerships in infrastructure 

development. 

During a separate meeting on Tuesday, Amir 
Abdollahian also informed the Prime Minister of 
Burkina Faso, Apollinaire J. Kyélem de Tambèla, 
of Tehran’s willingness for a more effective 
presence in the West African nation. 

Burkina Faso has begun a quest to develop its 
economy and revive its culture, after decades of 
French colonialism.

Iran futsal steal the 
show in Asian stage
TEHRAN - Iran secured their 13th AFC Futsal 

Asian Cup title in a dominant display against 
hosts Thailand in the final match held on 
Sunday at the Bangkok Arena. 

The victory marks a record-breaking 
achievement for Iran, extending their reign as 
the undisputed kings of Asian futsal.

Team Melli, headed by Vahid Shamsaei 
defeated Thailand 4-1 at the Bangkok Arena. 

Individual brilliance
Saeid Ahmad Abbasi, Iran’s captain, 

shone brightly throughout the tournament, 
showcasing his exceptional skills and 
leadership qualities. His contributions were 
instrumental in guiding Iran to victory, 
earning him the well-deserved accolade of 
Most Valuable Player.

Bagher Mohammadi proved to be a strong 
presence in Iran’s goal during the entire 
tournament. Iran’s success was ensured by his 
agility, reflexes, and shot-stopping abilities. 
The tournament awarded him as the best 
goalkeeper.

Shamsaei’s praise and future ambitions
Shamsaei expressed his immense pride in 

his team’s achievement, acknowledging the 
sacrifices and hard work that paved the way 
for their success.

 He also highlighted the unwavering support 
of the players’ families, recognizing their 
invaluable contribution to the team’s journey.

“Reflecting on the previous tournament, 
despite scoring plenty of goals throughout, 
we ultimately lost in the final against Japan. 
This time, we maintained a high level of 
concentration,” said Shamsaei.

“I want to express my deep appreciation 
to all my players for their sacrifice and hard 
work, especially during the holiday season 
when we chose to stay back and train. 

 “I’m incredibly grateful for the support from 
their families in allowing them to dedicate 
themselves to our shared goal. I firmly believe 
that it’s these sacrifices that have shaped 
our journey towards becoming champions of 
Asia.”

Shamsaei shifted his focus to the 
upcoming FIFA Futsal World Cup Uzbekistan 
2024, expressing his confidence in Iran’s 
potential to excel on the global stage. He 
emphasized the need for continued support 
from the federation and acknowledged the 
contributions of his coaching staff in their 
success.

Looking ahead
With their 13th AFC Futsal Asian Cup title 

secured, Iran now set their sights on the 
FIFA Futsal World Cup Uzbekistan 2024. With 
a squad brimming with talent and a coach 
in Shamsaei, who has proven his tactical 
prowess, Iran are poised to make a strong 
challenge for the world title.

FIFA Futsal World Cup 2024 Seeding
Iran’s impressive performance in the AFC 

Futsal Asian Cup 2024 has earned them a 
place in Pot 1 for the FIFA Futsal World Cup 
Uzbekistan 2024. This top-tier seeding 
reflects Iran’s status as one of the favorites 
for the global tournament.

The FIFA Futsal World Cup 2024 will be held 
in Uzbekistan from September 14th to October 
6th, 2024. 

With the tournament set to be a spectacle 
of world-class futsal, Iran is determined to 
make their mark on the global stage and bring 
home the coveted title.

Bardia Saadat 
misses 2024 
Volleyball Nations 
League
TEHRAN – Iran national volleyball team 

opposite spiker Bardia Saadat is not 
completely fit to represent Team Melli at the 
2024 Volleyball Nations League (VNL). 

The Alanya Belediyespor player escaped 
unharmed from a car crash in early April in 
Alanya.

Saadat was taken to the hospital by 
an ambulance and was discharged after 

treatment.

Now, the federation has announced that the 
player is not fully fit to represent Iran at the 
2024 VNL.

Iran are scheduled to play Serbia in the 2024 
Volleyball Nations League (VNL) on May 22 in 
Brazil in their opening match and will also face 
Italy (May 24), Cuba (May 25) and Argentina 
(May 26).

Persepolis captain 
Alishah fit for 
Sepahan match
TEHRAN – Persepolis football team iconic 

midfielder Omid Alishah is fit for the crucial 
match against Sepahan.

Alishah had sustained a shoulder injury in 
the match against Sanat Naft and is ready for 
the Sepahan match.

Persepolis will host Sepahan on Wednesday 
in Iran Professional League (IPL) in Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium and it will be title decider. 

Persepolis sits second in the table, one point 
behind leader Esteghlal, who is scheduled to 
play Tractor in Tabriz.

Iran 5th at 2024 IIHF 
Ice Hockey Men’s 
Asia/Oceania Cup
TEHRAN – Iran finished in fifth place at the 

2024 IIHF Ice Hockey Men’s Asia/Oceania Cup.

Iran lost to Uzbekistan 19-0, Thailand 23-0, 
and defeated Malaysia 11-0, Kuwait 25-1 and 
India 14-2 in the tournament.

The competition was held in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan from April 23 to 30.

Iran had finished sixth in the previous 
edition. 

Thrilling PGPL title 
race with six games 
left
TEHRAN - The 25th week of the Iran’s 

Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) is set to be 
a thrilling one, with the title race heating up 
and the battle against relegation reaching its 
climax. Esteghlal, Persepolis, and Sepahan are 
all locked in a tight contest for the top spot, 
while at the other end of the table, four teams 
are fighting to avoid the drop.

Esteghlal currently lead the standings with 
53 points, but they face a tough test away to 
Tractor on Wednesday. Tractor have no chance 
of winning the title, but they will be desperate 
to secure a place in the 2025 AFC Elite League 
and will be buoyed by the change of their 
technical staff. 

Esteghlal know that a win is essential to 
maintain their lead at the top of the table.

Persepolis, who are just one point behind 
Esteghlal, will be looking to leapfrog their 
rivals when they host Sepahan on Wednesday. 

The Reds are still smarting from their defeat 
in the first leg and will be determined to 
avenge that loss. Sepahan, themselves in the 
hunt for the title, will be no easy pushovers, 
and this match promises to be a cracker.

At the bottom of the table, the fight 
for survival is just as intense. Foolad, 
Esteghlal Khuzestan, Sanat Naft, and 
Nassaji Mazandaran are all fighting to avoid 
relegation, with Sanat Naft currently in the 
bottom position. Sanat Naft face a tough task 
in their next match, as they travel to Tehran to 
face Havadar.

 Nassaji Mazandaran, who are also 
struggling in the relegation zone, face a 
difficult away fixture against Zob Ahan. 
Esteghlal Khuzestan, currently on 20 points 
and only one point above the relegation zone, 
have a slight advantage, but they will still be 
seeking a win as they play against Malavan at 
home.

The PGPL is always an exciting league, and 
the next few weeks are sure to be no different. 
With the title race and the relegation battle 
both so close, there is plenty to keep fans on 
the edge of their seats.
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TEHRAN - Iran’s Finance and Economic Affairs 
Minister Ehsan Khandouzi has announced that 
member states of the Islamic Development Bank 
(IsDB) have welcomed Iran’s proposal to establish 
a new financing mechanism using a preferential 
rate within the group.

Khandouzi made the remarks on the sidelines 
of the 50th annual IsDB meeting in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia.Based in Jeddah, the multilateral 
development finance institution is focused on 
Islamic finance for infrastructure development 
and has 57 shareholding members.

“The agenda for next year’s projects to be 
financed by the Islamic Development Bank in 
Islamic countries has been approved by the 

members, and the proposal of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to create a new preferential financing 
window for members has been endorsed,” 
Khandouzi stated.

He added that the financial burden of this 
preferential financing arrangement will be 
shouldered by the shareholders with sound 
macroeconomic performance, allowing the IsDB 
to utilize preferential financing methods as an 
incentive for the first time.

The minister further explained that international 
and multilateral development banks often use 
preferential financing to provide special assistance 
to prioritized projects or those with unique needs, 
which was previously unavailable at the IsDB.

TEHRAN - The head of the Iranian Ports and 
Maritime Organization (PMO) said that three 
vessels ordered by Venezuela have been delivered 
to the Latin American country.

Iran’s shipbuilding industry has attracted 
interest from many countries in the international 
arena, Ali Akbar Safaei said, adding that Venezuela 
had ordered three 90,000-ton vessels from Iran 
and they were built by expert and competent 
domestic engineers and delivered to the South 
American country. 

He noted that Iran has had maritime transport 
interactions with Venezuela since years ago.

Expert-level talks have been made with Cuba in 
the field of constructing ships, he said, expressing 
hope that domestic capability will be optimally used 
for the construction of vessels needed by the Latin 
American states, Mehr news agency reported.

Earlier this week, three Iranian leading 
shipbuilders formed a consortium for building all-
Iranian ships.According to Manouchehr Alipour, 
the managing director of Iran’s SADRA Marine 
Industrial Company, three companies – namely 
SADRA, Iran Shipbuilding and Offshore Industries 
Complex, and Darya-Bandar – paired up to meet 
the country’s marine industries needs.

He believed that the consortium could mobilize 
potential to carry out big measures.   

The official said that the SADRA Company 
has signed contracts for building four 3,500- or 
5,000-ton ships with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Shipping Lines (IRISL), two of which are Ro-Ro 
ships and two others are for regular purposes.

He added that the construction of two ships will 
be finished by the end of the current calendar year 
to March 2025.

TEHRAN - The 2nd conference of chambers of 
commerce of Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) 
member states opened in the Iranian central city 
of Isfahan on Monday.The two-day event was 
hosted by the Isfahan Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture.The conference 
themed “A More Empowered and Unified Asia 
through Modern Technologies” was aimed to forge 
dialogue among member chambers of commerce.

Addressing the opening ceremony, Vice 
President of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) 
Mohammadreza Bahraman stressed that more 
cooperation among the private sectors of Asian 
countries would increase cooperation among the 
governments and help regional de-escalation.

He noted that cooperation among private 
sectors will lead to further unity among countries 
and help further cooperation in different social, 
economic, cultural, and environmental areas. 

Bahraman welcomed the guests and voiced 
the readiness of the Iran Chamber of Commerce 

to make use of their experiences within the 
framework of this conference.

He wished success for all the guests in this two-
day event, expressing hope that the conference 
will lead to signing valuable documents that will 
pave the way for the next editions of the event.

Also speaking at the event, ACD Secretary 
General Pornchai Danvivathana underscored the 
need for the member states to pursue common 
issues.

Danvivathana said that the first edition of this 
conference was held in Turkey in 2021 where 
participating members stressed the significance 
of holding such conferences.

He noted that holding such events is of key 
importance as they can ensure enhanced dialogue 
among the 35-member ACD bloc.

The official also called for creating standards 
and regulations in the area of investment among 
the member states, highlighting the vital role of 
the chambers of commerce in this regard.

TEHRAN - Businesspeople from Iran and Algeria 
have stressed the need for forming a chamber of 
commerce between the two countries.

A business meeting of Iran and Algeria was 
held in the headquarters of the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) in Tehran on Sunday as a 70-member 
Algerian trade delegation is in the Iranian capital 
to attend Iran Expo 2024.

Speaking during the meeting, the Director of 
the Arab-African Department of the Iran Chamber 
of Commerce, Shahram Khassipour, said that 

Iran and Algeria can cooperate and make joint 
investments in different areas including, tourism, 
techno-engineering services, food industries, and 
production of gas products.

He underlined the need for both sides to 
facilitate visa requirements for businesspersons 
of the other country.

President of the Algerian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Kamel Hamenni also addressed 
the meeting and said that business actors of his 
country are willing to give a boost to relations with 
their Iranian counterparts.

TEHRAN - The Ambassador of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran has met 
with the Minister of Agriculture 
of Indonesia and both sides 
emphasized the need to increase 
the level of agricultural cooperation 
between Iran and Indonesia.

In this meeting, the Minister 
of Agriculture of Indonesia, while 

referring to climate change and 
its adverse effects on agricultural 
products, called for the use of the 
knowledge of Iranian experts in the 
field of water resources management 
and the use of technological 
capacities, especially nanotechnology 
in agricultural industries.

The Iranian ambassador, while 

announcing his readiness to 
cooperate in this field, considered 
the signing of the memorandum 
of understanding between the 
two countries on cooperation in 
the field of plant protection and 
plant quarantine and the holding 
of the third meeting of the joint 
agricultural steering committee of 

the two countries as an important 
step to strengthen the relations 
between the two countries.

In this meeting, it was also 
decided that the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Indonesia will 
host the expert delegation of the 
Agriculture Ministry of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in the near future.

TEHRAN - Iran, as the third largest LPG 
producer in the world, is capable of exporting 
the product to African countries, acting head 
of international affairs at the National Iranian 
Gas Company (NIGC), Amirhoushang Karami, 
said.

Speaking at a specialized energy panel 
on the sidelines of the 2nd edition of the 
International Iran-Africa Economic Conference 
in Tehran, the NIGC’s official said that China, 
India, and Japan are the largest consumers of 
LPG in the world and several African countries 
including Morocco, Egypt, Tunisia and South 

Africa respectively are the largest importers 
of the product.

According to him, high prices and lack of 
standard piers are the two main reasons 
behind low levels of LPG consumption in 
African countries.

Karami said: that LPG production in Iran has 
been on the rise over the past years, reaching 
seven million tons in 2023 from 5 million tons 
two years earlier.

As another speaker at the specialized panel, 
Bijan Chegini, the manager of production at 
the National Petrochemical Company (NPC) 

pointed at urea fertilizer as Iran’s main 
petrochemical product being exported to 
African countries.

He said: NPC exports 350 million dollars of 
urea fertilizer to African countries annually.

The NPC official added that the export of 
catalysts is one of the main opportunities 
that can connect Iran and African countries’ 
petrochemical industries.

Iran which holds the second largest natural 
gas reserves in the world, can be one of the 
most reliable suppliers of natural gas over the 
next decades.

TEHRAN - Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) hosted 
an Iran-Russia business forum 
on Monday, the ICCIMA portal 
reported.

The event was attended by 
officials and businesspersons 
from both sides.

Speaking in this gathering, 
ICCIMA Deputy Head Ghadir Qiafeh 
said the volume of trade between 

Iran and Russia is expected to 
reach $40 billion within 10 to 15 
years.

The forum took place as a 
Russian trade delegation is in the 
Iranian capital to attend Iran Expo 
2024.

The official said that, Iran and 
Russia together can gain access 
to a 2,000-billion-dollar market.

He however regretted that the 
two neighboring countries have 

not been able to make use of their 
potentials in bilateral exchanges.

Underlining the role of the 
customs administrations of both 
Iran and Russia in enhancement 
of bilateral trade, he said that 
customs agreements called 
“green corridor” were signed by 
the two countries seven years 
ago.

Qiafeh also hailed Iran’s 
preferential trade agreement 

with the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EAEU) which he said can give a 
further boost to trade between 
Tehran and Moscow.

In the meantime, Leonid 
Lozhechko, Chairman of the 
Russian-Iranian Business Council, 
said that measures are underway 
for facilitating trade between Iran 
and Russia, adding that Russian 
SMEs have very good relations 
with Iran.

TEHRAN – The head of the 
Iran-Iraq Joint Chamber of 
Commerce Yahya Al-e Eshaq says 
Iran and Iraq should make joint 
investments as a way to give a 
further boost to bilateral trade 
relations.

He made the remarks in an 
Iran-Iraq Business Forum at the 
headquarters of the Iran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in 
Tehran on Monday.

Noting that Iran’s last year 

trade exchanges with Iraq stood 
at $10 billion while non-official 
reports even put the figure at $14 
billion, Al-e Eshaq said that the 
fulfillment of a $20 billion target 
for bilateral exchanges is not 
difficult.   

Iraq’s annual investment 
budget is some $150 billion which 
is a significant amount, he said, 
adding that Iran should make 
efforts to increase its share of 
this budget.

He also referred to the 

existence of problems in the 
field of financial transfers, while 
stressing that these problems 
can be solved as the central 
banks of the two countries are 
negotiating in this regard.  

Speaking in the meantime, the 
vice president of the Federation of 
Iraqi Chambers of Commerce said 
that his country is determined to 
increase bilateral trade with Iran 
to $20 billion.

He referred to different 
obstacles in the way of exchanges, 

noting that the two countries 
have tried to resolve the issues 
through barter trade.

The governments of Tehran and 
Baghdad have agreed that Iraq 
will export as much as 100,000 
barrels per day of oil in exchange 
for its electricity and gas imports 
from Iran, he said.  

He added that trade in national 
currencies is another way to 
remove problems on the way of 
bilateral exchanges and thwart 
the effects of sanctions.

TEHRAN - Iranian Agriculture Minister 
Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht has stressed the need to 
further expand cooperation with Sri Lanka in trade 
and agriculture.

Last year, Iran imported over $70 million of 
products, especially tea and coconut, from Sri 
Lanka, Nikbakht has pointed out, IRNA wrote on 
Tuesday.

Importing tea from Sri Lanka, through a barter 
mechanism, is a proper step, he noted.

Iran imports more than 70,000 metric tons 
of dried tea leaves annually, he said, adding that 
nearly 30,000 mt of the product is produced in 
northern parts of the country.The Islamic Republic 
is ready to provide Sri Lanka with its know-
how in various fields of livestock, fisheries, and 
aquaculture, the official noted.

Earlier this month, Iran’s President Ebrahim 

Raisi paid an official visit to Sri Lanka to pursue 
the expansion of ties between the two countries.

Raisi’s visit to Sri Lanka marked the first by an 
Iranian president in 16 years. 

During his visit, President Raisi conveyed Iran’s 
eagerness to strengthen relationships with Sri 
Lanka and other Asian countries.

Raisi made the remarks at the inauguration 
ceremony of a significant multi-purpose project 
developed by Iranian contractors in Sri Lanka. 
This project had faced prolonged delays due to 
international sanctions against Iran.

The Uma Oya Multipurpose project, valued 
at $514 million, aims to generate 290 GWh of 
electricity annually and enhance irrigation for 
agricultural purposes. 

Despite facing challenges such as sanctions, 

technical hurdles, and the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
project’s construction was overseen entirely by 
Iran’s FARAB engineering group. 

While Iran initially contributed $50 million to the 
project, funding was interrupted in 2013 due to 
international sanctions. However, the Sri Lankan 
government opted to continue the project using 
its own funds, with the same Iranian contractor.

The project comprises two dams, a 28-kilometer 
water transmission tunnel, and a 120-MW 
underground power plant. It serves as a showcase 
of Iran’s technical and engineering prowess in 
areas such as dam construction, water transfer, 
and electricity production.

During the ceremony, Raisi emphasized Iran’s 
readiness to expand bilateral relations not only 
with Asian countries but also with neighboring 
and independent states. 

From page 1   Also, several experts in the 
field of trade and investment will give speeches 
regarding the development of the business 
environment of the two countries and the rules 
and regulations governing investment and 
trade and related processes. It is expected that 
two cooperation documents will be signed by 
the heads of the joint commission of the two 
countries on the second day of this meeting.

TEHRAN – The National Iranian 
Oil Company (NIOC) has signed 
memorandums of understanding 
(MOUs) worth $6.4 billion with 
local companies to increase the 
country’s natural gas output by 127 
million cubic meters.

Based on the MOUs, signed in 
a ceremony on Tuesday, domestic 
petrochemical holdings and 
exploration and production 
companies will conduct 
development studies on 16 gas 
reserves across the country, Shana 
reported.

The signing ceremony of 
the mentioned MOUs was 
attended by senior officials, 
including Oil Minister Javad Oji, 
NIOC Head Mohsen Khojasteh-
Mehr, and the Head of National 
Petrochemical Company (NPC) 
Morteza Shahmirzaei.With 

the implementation of the 
mentioned development projects, 
in total, about 127 million cubic 
meters will be added to Iran’s 
gas production capacity, which 
can play an important role in 
compensating for gas imbalance 
in the cold season, providing 
stable feed for petrochemical 
complexes, and increasing Iran’s 

gas exports.The completion of the 
said projects is also expected to 
create 25,000 direct and indirect 
job opportunities, especially in 
the provinces and cities where 
the projects are implemented.As 
reported, part of the gas output 
of the projects is going to be used 
by the petrochemical complexes 
conducting them as feedstock.

79 semi-finished projects to be 
completed by March 2025

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Oil Minister Javad Oji 
said 79 major semi-finished oil 
industry projects with a total 
investment of $16 billion are going 
to be completed in the current 
Iranian calendar year (ends in 
late March 2025).According to 
Oji, 50 new projects with a total 
investment of $25 billion will also 
be started in the current year.

Announcing that Iran’s 
oil production will increase 
significantly this year, the official 
said: “We will also face an increase 
in gas production.”“Six million 
tons will be added to the country’s 
annual petrochemical production 
capacity and 50,000 barrels will be 
added to the oil refining capacity of 
the country,” he added.
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Tehran, Jakarta explore ways of expanding agricultural ties

Iran’s LPG can meet Africa’s gas needs: official

ICCIMA hosts Iran-Russia business forum

Iran, Iraq private sectors call for joint investment

Iran calls for expansion of trade, agricultural  
ties with Sri Lanka

IsDB welcomes Iran’s proposal on 
preferential financing

Iran delivers 3 ordered vessels to 
Venezuela: PMO

Isfahan hosts 2nd ACD conference

Iran, Algeria urged to launch joint 
chamber of commerce

Abu Dhabi hosting Iran-UAE  
Economic Commission

NIOC inks $6.4b MOUs with 
domestic firms to boost gas output



Lebanese university 
students join global 
protests against 
Israel

Hundreds of university students in Lebanon 
protested on Tuesday against Israel’s bombard-
ment of Gaza, inspired by anti-war demonstra-
tions that have rocked US and European cam-
puses, AFP reported. 

Dozens of students gathered at the presti-
gious American University of Beirut (AUB), some 
wearing the traditional Arab keffiyeh scarf that 
has long been a symbol of the Palestinian cause.

“We are Palestine’s neighbors. If we do not 
stand with them today, who will?” asked AUB 
student Zeina, 23.

“Around the world, students my age, from our 
generation, are the ones raising their voices,” she 
added.

Netanyahu: Israel 
will enter Rafah 
with or without deal
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

pledged Tuesday to launch an incursion into the 
southern Gaza city of Rafah, where hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians are sheltering from 
the almost 7-month-long war.

Netanyahu said Israel would enter Rafah to 
destroy Hamas’ battalions there regardless of 
whether a truce-for-captives deal is struck. 

“The idea that we will stop the war before 
achieving all of its goals is out of the question,” 
Netanyahu said, according to a statement from 
his office. “We will enter Rafah and we will elim-
inate Hamas’ battalions there — with or without 
a deal, to achieve the total victory.”

UN agencies and international aid groups 
have warned about a humanitarian crisis if Israel 
launches a ground invasion into Rafah.

 

Lapid: Israel 
is hostage of 
irresponsible 
lunatics
Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid says Israel 

has become “a hostage of irresponsible lunatics” 
in his latest post slamming PM Netanyahu.

“You can’t go on like this. A minister with a 
criminal record stands in the prime minister’s 
office and threatens the prime minister with the 
consequences if he does not do what he is told,” 
Lapid wrote on X.

“[Itamar] Ben Gvir tells the whole world and 
the whole region that Netanyahu is weak and 
works for him. It is unbelievable that he is not 
fired on the spot.”

Earlier, Ben Gvir said Netanyahu had “heard” 
his words and understood the consequences if 
the Rafah operation did not happen.

Far-right ministers, including Ben-Gvir and 
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, have both 
threatened to leave Netanyahu’s coalition gov-
ernment if the military operation in Rafah does 
not occur.

UN rights chief 
“troubled” by 
crackdown 
The UN human rights chief says he’s “troubled” 

by heavy-handed tactics by US police during at-
tempts to break up pro-Palestinian protests on 
college campuses.

“I am concerned that some of law enforce-
ment actions across a series of universities ap-
pear disproportionate in their impacts,” Volker 
Turk said in a statement, in which he made ref-
erence to arrests and sanctions of students, Al 
Jazeera reported. 

More than 900 arrests have been made over 
the past two weeks across the US with video 
emerging of US police officers beating demon-
strators with batons and firing pepper spray at 
students.

Israel army 
‘deliberately’ 
leaves explosives in 
Gazans’ homes 
The Government Media Office in Gaza has 

accused the Israeli army of “deliberately” leav-
ing explosive remnants in people’s homes to 
increase the number of “martyrs and wounded”, 
calling on the international community to help 
deal with the remnants safely.

In a statement, it warned of repeated inci-
dents in which bombs placed in cans have ex-
ploded in citizens’ homes injuring civilians, the 
last of whom was 14-year-old Muhammad Yass-
er Samour, who was seriously injured in Al-Zana 
area in the city of Khan Yunis in southern Gaza 
Strip, the Middle East Monitor reported. 

According to the statement, Samour was 
searching for his personal belongings inside 
his house when he found what he thought were 
cans of food left by Israeli soldiers who had oc-
cupied the property, but when he attempted to 
open one of them, it exploded, injuring him. As 
a result, he has had one of his limbs amputated.

The office condemned “the [Israeli] occupa-
tion’s crime of intentionally booby-trapping the 
waste it leaves behind.”

“As if the [Israeli] occupation was not satisfied 
with killing our people through direct bombard-
ment, it is using the deception of canned bombs 
to increase the number of martyrs and wound-
ed, especially children who cannot distinguish 
between this waste,” it said.

Over 10,000 bodies 
buried under rubble 
in Gaza 
More than 10,000 missing Palestinians are 

buried under the debris of hundreds of de-
stroyed buildings in Gaza.

The territory’s civil defense agency made the 
statement on X. 

“The continued accumulation of thousands of 
bodies under the rubble has begun to cause the 
spread of disease and epidemics, especially with 
the onset of summer and the rise in tempera-
tures, which accelerates the process of decom-
position,” it said in a statement.

More than 34,000 Palestinians have been 
killed in Gaza since Israel launched war on the 
territory on October 7. Most of the victims are 
women and children. 

Hamas, Fatah hold 
talks in China
Hamas and Fatah held “intra-Palestinian rec-

onciliation” talks in China, officials in Beijing con-
firmed on Tuesday.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian 
said representatives of Palestinian groups Fatah 
and Hamas held “consultations on advancing in-
tra-Palestinian reconciliation and for in-depth 
and candid dialogue” in Beijing, state media re-
ported.

The consultations were held at the invitation 
of the Chinese side, Lin said, Anadolu reported

The two sides “fully expressed their political 
will to achieve reconciliation through dialogue 
and consultation and explored a number of spe-
cific issues, with positive progress being made,” 
Lin added. 

“Fatah and Hamas agreed to continue this 
dialogue process with a view to achieving Pal-
estinian unity at an early date,” said the Chinese 
spokesman.

‘Police crackdown has shown the entire world the stark emptiness  
of the American set of alleged moral values’

Hasan Saklanan, who attacks Israeli forces in al-Quds, is shot dead

 “Aid” project won’t alleviate Palestinian starvation 

INTERNATIONAL
S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

MAY 1, 2024

TEHRAN TIMES 5
WORLD HEADLINES

  From page 1    However, if a protest in-
volves a march or a parade that will be cross-
ing streets or otherwise obstructing traffic, 
a permit may be required.  Officials cannot 
deny a permit for a protest merely because 
it concerns something unpopular or contro-
versial.

Police may not break up a protest unless 
there is a danger of a riot, interference to traf-
fic or other threat to public safety.  If police 
intend to break up a protest, they must give 
advance notice, giving protesters sufficient 
time to comply, as well as indicate the exit 
path, and consequences for failure to comply 
before arresting anyone.

There have been numerous cases over the 
years defining the limits of free speech and 
peaceable assembly.  In some cases, such as 
Gitlow v. New York (1925), the Supreme Court 
upheld a state law making it a crime to advo-
cate or advise the overthrow of the govern-
ment although disagreeing in principle with 
the restrictions the law placed on freedom of 
speech.  The court ruled that “[s]uch utter-
ances present sufficient danger to the public 
peace and security of the State to bring their 
punishment clearly within the range of legis-
lative discretion, even if the effect of a given 

utterance cannot accurately be foreseen.”
Then in Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969), the 

court reversed itself and ruled “that the con-
stitutional guarantees of free speech and 
free press do not permit a State to forbid or 
proscribe advocacy of the use of force or of 
law violation except where such advocacy is 
directed to inciting or producing imminent 
lawless action and is likely to incite or pro-
duce such action.”

The crackdown on pro-Palestinian pro-
testers at the University of Texas at Austin 
occurred after Texas Gov. Greg Abbott had or-
dered public universities to revise their free-
dom of speech policies, targeting pro-Pales-
tinian groups. According to a 2019 Texas law, 
all common outdoor areas of public univer-
sities are “traditional public platforms,” so 
the students protesting were clearly within 
their protected First Amendment rights.  The 
harsh crackdown with 54 arrests at the UT 
Austin event were in line with the desires of 
Abbott’s chief backer, ultra-right-wing bil-
lionaire Jeff Yass, a major supporter of right-
wing Israeli think tanks including the influen-
tial Kohelet Forum.

The Supreme Court appears to be return-
ing to the doctrine of legislative discretion by 

state governments, as evidenced by a recent 
case involving a Black Lives Matters protest 
leader, who is being sued by a Louisiana po-
lice officer.  The effect of the case will be to 
stifle protest, since now the court has set a 
precedent to allow protest leaders to be sued 
for the acts of protesters, even if there is no 
incitement of violence on the part of the lead-
er.

Do you agree with this view that the Unit-
ed States is manifesting a double standard 
approach in this regard?

The double standard in the U.S. is quite 
striking: any criticism of the Israeli govern-
ment or its genocidal policies is now equat-
ed to anti-Semitism.  Speaking out against 
the Zionist regime, or joining the BDS move-
ment, puts one at risk of job loss, censure 
and even arrest and prosecution.  The U.S. 
House of Representatives has even gone so 
far as to pass a resolution, H.Res.883, which 
condemns the phrase “from the river to the 
sea, Palestine will be free” as anti-Semitic. 
Yet according to the supreme court ruling in 
Texas v. Johnson (1989), burning an American 
flag is “symbolic speech” protected under the 
First Amendment.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

The first Turkish martyr 
 of “Al-Aqsa Storm”

U.S. port off Gaza raises suspicions 

Student protests motivated solely by shared 
humanitarian values: expert 

From page 1  According to U.S. officials, 
the pier will handle the equivalent of 90 trucks 
per day. The supplies will depart from Cyprus, 
where they will be inspected by the Israeli mil-
itary.  

Once the aid reaches Gaza, it will undergo 
another land inspection by the Israeli mil-
itary, despite being inspected in Cyprus be-
fore it reaches the people of Gaza. 

Who will distribute this aid inside Gaza? 
Who will send it to the north where food and 
water are needed the most? These are among 
the many key questions that the White House 
has declined to provide any answers to.

More importantly, more than 90 aid trucks 
are being inspected but blocked from enter-
ing Gaza. A leaked internal U.S. State Depart-
ment memo has admitted that Israel rejects 
aid trucks from entering the enclave in viola-
tion of international humanitarian law. 

Essentially, the Israeli occupation forces, 
who have killed a record number of aid work-
ers numerous times, will be in charge of han-
dling the aid via this questionable project.

The United Nations has been calling on the 
Israeli occupation regime to allow a signifi-
cant increase in the number of humanitarian 
trucks to enter the enclave to avoid famine. 

500 trucks entered the Strip on a daily ba-
sis before the war. UN officials say the daily 

figures needed now vastly exceed pre-war 
levels.

Last week, the UN pointed out that the av-
erage number of trucks entering Gaza every 
day during April was 200, which is far below 
the required level. 

Critics of the U.S. project say it is difficult 
to see how 90 extra trucks, should they reach 
the Palestinians, will alleviate the human-
itarian crisis given the time, costs and the 
number of service members involved in the 
U.S. port being built off the Gaza coast. 

“How much will taxpayers be on the hook 
once – or if – the pier is finally constructed?” 
Wicker noted. 

The administration of U.S. President Joe 
Biden, which announced the project in early 
March, has been accused of allowing exces-
sive food shortage in Gaza under its watch 
by refusing to pressure the Israeli occupa-
tion regime to stop preventing food and wa-
ter from entering the enclave. (The U.S. has 
the tools and the influence to do so. Despite 
growing calls to impose restrictions includ-
ing military aid, the White House has refused 
to budge on the issue.) 

There are serious questions over the real 
motives of the U.S. for establishing the pier. It 
has been criticized by aid agencies as “glossing 
over” the humanitarian crisis facing the Pales-

tinians. 

There are suspicions that the U.S. wants 
to maintain the port and turn it into a mili-
tary base or use the floating pier to transfer 
portions of the Gaza population elsewhere in 
what is legally defined as ethnic cleansing. 

The American military is involved. The Is-
raeli military is involved in the project even 
closer than mainstream reports suggest. 

In a statement, the Israeli military said it is 
involved in the port’s construction with logis-
tical support as well as an Israeli military bri-
gade, which includes thousands of soldiers, 
along with the Israeli navy and air force. 

The only party that is not involved in the 
project is the Palestinians, who have once 
again been sidelined. 

Hamas has warned it would target foreign 
forces, uninvited, on Palestinian land or wa-
ter. 

“We categorically reject any non-Palestinian 
presence in Gaza, whether at sea or on land, 
and we will deal with any military force pres-
ent in these places, Israeli or otherwise … as an 
occupying power,” Khalil al-Hayya, a top Hamas 
political official, told the Associated Press last 
week. 

He added Israeli forces “have not destroyed 
more than 20% of (Hamas’) capabilities, nei-
ther human nor in the field.” 

TEHRAN- Israel’s deadly vio-
lence in the occupied West Bank 
has sharply escalated in parallel 
with the war of genocide in Gaza.

On Tuesday, Israeli troops fa-
tally shot a Turkish national in al-
Quds (Jerusalem). Israeli police 
officials said 34-year-old Hasan 
Saklanan was shot dead after he 
stabbed an officer. 

The officials noted that the 
Turkish man rushed at a police 
cop near the Herod’s Gate en-
trance and stabbed the officer in 
the upper body and injured him. 

Stabbing attacks frequent-
ly take place against the Israeli 
occupation forces in the West 
Bank in response to the regime’s 
crimes. 

But, it is extremely rare for a 
foreign national to carry out such 
attacks.  

Israeli sources say Saklanan 
entered Israel legally on Monday 
as a visitor, via the Jordan River 
Crossing with Jordan.

The killing of the Turkish na-
tional is reminiscent of Isra-
el’s 2010 raid on activists aboard 
the Mavi Marmara ship.

The Mavi Marmara was owned 
and run by the IHH Humanitarian 
Relief Foundation, a Turkish NGO. 

The ship was part of a flotilla 
seeking to deliver humanitar-
ian aid to Gaza in defiance of a 
blockade on the strip imposed by 
Israel since 2007.

Eight Turkish nationals and an 
American-Turkish activist were 
shot dead during the Israeli raid. 
Another Turkish national later 
succumbed to his injuries. 

The international community 
failed to hold Israel to account 
for killing activists on the Mavi 
Marmara ship at that time. 

And more than a decade later, 
Israel is perpetrating cold-blood-
ed massacres in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

According to the Palestinian 

Health Ministry, Israeli forces 
and settlers have killed nearly 
500 Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and injured 4,800 
others since the Gaza war erupt-
ed on October 7. 

Israeli troops have also arrest-
ed almost 8,500 Palestinians in 
the West Bank. Around 3,660 of 
them are held illegally under the 
so-called administrative deten-
tion policy which keeps Pales-
tinians behind bars without any 
charge or trial. 

Nonetheless, large-scale kill-
ings of Palestinians by Israeli 
forces and settlers as well as 
harsh punitive measures have 
failed to prevent West Bank peo-

ple from putting up stiff resis-
tance against the regime.

In Gaza, Israel has slaughtered 
more than 34,000 Palestinians 
under the pretext of targeting 
Hamas fighters. 

Israel has not only failed to 
eliminate Hamas but also sup-
port for the resistance move-
ment has grown in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

The stabbing attack by a Turk-
ish citizen in the West Bank, an 
incident which has not taken 
place in recent memory, is indic-
ative of rising support for Pales-
tinian people and the resistance 
movement beyond Palestine. 

The heroic act clearly shows 
that anti-Israel sentiment has 
been exponentially growing in 
the face of the atrocious crimes 
that the regime is committing.

It also sheds light on the fact 
that the normalization of ties be-
tween some Arab states and Is-
rael has failed to cover up Israel’s 
fascist nature. 

People in the West Asia region 
consider Israel as an occupier 
with a long record of heinous 
crimes against Palestinians, al-
though some states try to es-
tablish or maintain ties with the 
regime. 



TEHRAN - The ancient Isfahan’s 
craft of creating seven-color tiles 
has been granted global status, 
recognizing its unique cultural and 
historical significance on an inter-
national scale.

On Tuesday, provincial direc-
tor-general of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts an-
nounced that Isfahan’s ancient art 
of crafting seven-color tiles has 
been globally recognized.

This distinction marks the third 
craft from Isfahan to receive such 
recognition, following the earlier 
certifications of Enameling and 
Qalamkari, Amir Karamzadeh fur-
ther explained.

“The successful registration 
process involved meticulous doc-
umentation by the provincial orga-
nizations,” the official noted.

Karamzadeh also pinpointed 
that comprehensive data includ-
ing the craft’s history, the type of 
artwork, and information about 
active workshops in the past year 
were gathered to strengthen the 
dossier.

Highlighting the global signif-

icance of this recognition, the 
director-general stated that it 
acknowledges and protects the 
unique cultural heritage associat-
ed with Isfahan on the world stage.

Seven-color tile making, partic-
ularly notable during the Safavid 
era, has been a prominent aspect 
of traditional Iranian architecture 
in Isfahan. Historic sites in Isfa-
han, such as the Imam Mosque 
and Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in 
Naqsh-e Jahan Square, showcase 
the exquisite use of seven-color 
tiles.

Isfahan, often referred to as 
“Nesf-e-Jahan” meaning “Half the 
World,” is a city that epitomizes the 
cultural and artistic zenith of Iran. 
With a history that spans thou-
sands of years, Isfahan has long 
been a melting pot of cultural in-
fluences and a beacon for artisans.

The handicrafts of Isfahan are 
diverse, incorporating techniques 
and materials that reflect the city’s 
historical depth and the creativity 
of its artisans.

Isfahan is famous for its deco-
rative tiles, which combine geo-

metric and floral motifs in a vivid 
spectrum of colors. These tiles are 
a hallmark of Persian architecture 
and are particularly prominent in 
the city’s mosques and historical 
buildings.

Isfahan’s reputation as a hub 
for traditional crafts was further 
solidified when it was designated 
as a UNESCO Creative City of Crafts 
and Folk Art. This recognition is not 
only a tribute to the city’s rich past 
but also acts as a catalyst for pre-
serving these ancient techniques. 
The artisans of Isfahan, through 
their dedication to traditional 
methods and their innovation in 
new designs, continue to keep the 
city’s artistic legacy vibrant and 
relevant in the modern world.

These crafts are more than just 
artistic expressions; they are inte-
gral to the cultural identity of Isfa-
han and serve as economic pillars 
for many local families. Each piece 
produced not only sustains the 
traditional knowledge of crafts-
manship but also tells the story 
of Isfahan’s historical and cultural 
landscape.

TEHRAN – Mount Pardis emerg-
es as a fascinating tourist attrac-
tion that enchants geologists and 
is surrounded by myths. While many 
claims may lack credibility, global 
researchers are ardently engaged in 
unraveling its mysteries.

The mount is widely called Padri 
by the locals, which consists of two 
parts: “Pad” meaning protector, and 
“Ri” meaning royal city.

Situated in the city of Jam, ap-
proximately 270 kilometers from 
Bushehr, Mount Pardis boasts an 
elevation of 1040 meters above sea 
level, symbolizing an ancient myth in 
the southern regions of Iran. 

Situated on the Zagros Mountain 
range, its unique climate distin-
guishes it from the southern coasts, 
creating a habitat for diverse plant 
and animal species.

The strategic significance of 
Mount Pardis becomes evident in its 
historical use by different empires, 
such as the Achaemenids. 

Contrary to various unverified 
claims, the allure of the mount lies 
not only in its myths but also in the 
historical structures and fortifica-
tions that reflect its strategic im-
portance throughout history.

The best times to visit Mount 

Pardis are during the fall and winter, 
providing a pleasant climate for ex-
ploration. The region’s mild weather 
during the Nowruz holidays adds to 
the appeal for visitors.

While the mystical allure of Mount 
Pardis is surrounded by myths, such 
as its alleged magnetic properties 
which move cars or being the clos-
est spot on the earth to the sun, it is 
essential to approach these stories 
with a critical mindset. Despite the 
lack of scientific evidence support-
ing such claims, the historical and 
cultural significance of the mount 
makes it a captivating destination 
for those eager to explore the rich 

tapestry of Iran’s past.

For travelers seeking an unforget-
table experience, Padris promises 
not only a journey through time and 
mythology, but also a glimpse into 
the breathtaking landscapes and 
historical echoes that define this re-
markable region.

TEHRAN – A celebration of bread and ethnic 
foods, Semnan’s inaugural Taska Festival has been 
set to run from May 8 to 10 as part of the Silk Road 
Tourism Festival.

Aiming to promote traditional and healthy Ira-
nian cuisine, the event showcase Semnan’s local 
products and forgotten foods, and boost the local 
economy through cultural and touristic engage-
ment, according to organizers.

In a recent interview with ISNA, Semnan Mayor, 
Hossein Mousavi unveiled plans for the city›s first 
festival celebrating the diversity of bread and eth-
nic foods, titled “Taska”.

Scheduled from May 8 to 10, the event forms 
part of the broader Silk Road Tourism Festival and 
aims to highlight the city›s rich cultural and culi-
nary traditions, the mayor highlighted.

Mousavi further detailed that the festival would 
span three days and focus on promoting healthy 
and traditional Iranian cuisine, local Semnan deli-
cacies and providing a platform for local business-
es specializing in traditional and forgotten foods.

“The festival will feature segments dedicated to 
traditional and local cuisines,” Mousavi explained. 
“A variety of sweets, desserts, beverages and 
bread types.”

According to the head of Semnan›s Interna-
tional Silk Road Center, the festival›s program will 
include traditional music performances, exhibi-
tions, museum tours, artistic workshops, and the 
introduction of Semnan’s historical and natural 
attractions.

Handicraft exhibitions are also on the agenda, 
adding a cultural dimension to the culinary experi-
ence, Mousavi added.

Highlighting Semnan›s historical significance 
and diverse capabilities, the mayor expressed that 
showcasing the city›s potential could significantly 
boost the local economy, especially in develop-
ing its tourism industry. He mentioned Semnan’s 
membership in the Cities Along The Silk Road 
Union as an opportunity to promote its cultural, 
touristic and civilizational assets, thereby con-
tributing further to the city›s growth and devel-

opment.

In addition to the Taska Festival, Mousavi an-
nounced plans for various special programs and 
festivals throughout the year, including the mint 
tourism festival, an ethnic festival, a desert sky 
special program commemorating Astronomy Day 
and a performance by the Silk Road Symphony Or-
chestra.

The mayor emphasized the importance of com-
munity involvement in these events, aligning with 
this year›s slogan, “The Year of Production Leap 
with People›s Participation.”

In his concluding remarks, Mousavi called on the 
residents to participate actively in these cultural 
and tourism events, highlighting their role in en-
hancing community hope and social vitality.

Semnan, a province located in northern Iran, 
boasts a rich culinary heritage that reflects the 
geographical and cultural tapestry of the region. 
Its traditional foods are deeply intertwined with 
its history, climate, and local customs, offering a 
unique taste of Iranian culinary diversity.

Tourists can expect a future where visiting 
world hotspots will come with extra charges or 
further restrictions - with many places already 
taking steps depending on the pressures faced 
by their communities.

Growing tourism numbers are placing popular 
destinations under extra pressure - due to var-
ious factors including environmental and resi-
dential concerns.

Here are some locations limiting tourists - or 
which could be about to take action.

Venice, Italy

A controversial scheme has been introduced 
for day trippers in Venice in an attempt to reduce 
the number of tourists.

Signs inform visitors there is a new €5 fee 
(£4.28) to be paid as part of a trial phase during 
peak periods of the summer.

Around 200 stewards have been trained to po-
litely walk anyone unaware of the charge through 
the process of downloading a QR code - with a 
kiosk set up for people not in possession of a 
smartphone.

The charge will not apply to hotel guests.

The city has an estimated 30 million visits from 
tourists every year.

Canary Islands, Spain
Officials are considering introducing stricter 

rules over tourism amid simmering anger among 
the locals who are worried about increasing vis-
itor numbers.

Canary Islands president Fernando Clavijo said 
this month that although the region was a lead-
ing Spanish tourist destination, more controls 
were needed.

Just over a week ago, thousands of people pro-
tested in Tenerife, calling for the Spanish island 
to temporarily limit tourist arrivals.

They want to dampen a boom in short-term 
holiday rentals and hotel construction which is 
driving up housing costs for locals.

One of the leaders of the protest, Antonio 
Bullon, said: “The authorities must immediate-
ly stop this corrupt and destructive model that 
depletes the resources and makes the economy 
more precarious.”

Haiku Stairs, Hawaii
Demolition of a mountain staircase which was 

built during World War Two on the Hawaiian is-
land of Oahu was due to start this month - to 
prevent tourists from using it.

Hikers have long headed to the site, despite 
being officially closed to visitors since 1987, as 
part of efforts to access amazing views of the 
island.

Officials confirmed earlier this month the Hai-
ku Stairs would be removed as part of an opera-
tion which will cost $2.5m (£2m).

They later said they were “disappointed and 
dismayed” visitors were still trying to reach the 
site despite their “warnings that the project to 
dismantle” the stairs had begun.

Machu Picchu, Peru
Access to one of the world›s most popular her-

itage sites was temporarily closed to tourists last 
September.

Authorities took the decision amid growing 
concern over the deterioration of the site due to 
increasing footfall.

The site was built in the 15th century as a reli-
gious sanctuary for the Incas.

(Source: Sky News)

TEHRAN – Situated just 15 kilometers from 
the city of Hamadan near a road to Malayer, 
Abshineh wetland, stands as a testament to 
Iran’s rich environmental heritage.

Spanning an impressive 85 hectares, the 
site can be reached downstream from a dam 
of the same name which is fed by the Ab-
shineh river. Also known as the Yalfan, the 
river originates near the village of Yalfan, 
nourishing the region with its life-giving wa-
ters.

The creation of the Abshineh dam along this 
river’s path has birthed a beautiful wetland, 
which now serves as a crucial stopover and 
resting ground for migratory birds. Among 
the winged visitors are storks, pelicans, and 
common shelducks, with others like flamin-
gos, great egrets, terns, and herons making 
appearances during migration seasons.

Each spring, the wetland teems with birds, 
offering a unique respite on their journey, 
while autumn heralds the approach of winter 
with new flocks arriving.

Thanks to its flat valley location at the 
base of Mount Alvand, the Abshineh wetland 
boasts lush vegetation including sunflowers, 
mint, umbrella plants, evening primrose, and 
borage. Such rich plant life not only provides 
a perfect habitat for wildlife but also enhanc-
es the wetland’s biodiversity.

For those planning to explore this natural 

wonder, the wetland offers limited but suffi-
cient facilities due to its proximity to Hama-
dan’s city center. 

The nearby village of Abshineh, also known 
as Yalfan, is also worth a visit. Known for its 
lush fruit orchards and tall ash forests, the 
village offers stunning natural landscapes, 
especially in spring and summer, when it be-
comes a popular local retreat.

Since being designated a no-hunting zone 
in 2011 due to its ecological importance, Ab-
shineh wetland has become an exemplary 
habitat for both aquatic and shorebirds, pro-
tected and managed through conservation 
efforts. Whether you are a bird watcher, a na-
ture enthusiast, or simply seeking a peaceful 
escape, Abshineh Wetland presents a spec-
tacular slice of Iran’s natural beauty. 

During the summer, make sure to taste 
the village’s famed apricots, while autumn 
brings a breathtaking display of migratory 
birds amidst the changing leaves, amplifying 
the beauty of the season.

The soap opera surrounding the Haiku Stairs, 
a disused staircase in a remote part of eastern 
Oahu that has become popular on social media, 
continues even as the local government has be-
gun removing the famed landmark.

The staircase, which was built during World 
War II by the US Navy, has remained a tourist 
site despite being officially closed to visitors 
since 1987.

On April 23, five people were arrested and 
charged with first-degree trespassing, accord-
ing to CNN affiliate Hawaii News Now.

In addition, police say that they gave out 60 
warnings to hikers, eight citations for second-de-
gree trespass and 25 parking enforcement actions 
over the weekend of April 20 and 21. Second-de-
gree trespassing is a misdemeanor.

Travelers who can make it to the site, nick-
named the Stairway to Heaven for the way the 
stairs sometimes seem to disappear into the 
fog atop a 2,800-foot mountain, are rewarded 
with incredible views of the island.

However, as there are no official trails, many 
thrill-seekers have had to cut through private 
property to get there. Some posted guides on 
YouTube, Instagram and TikTok, leading even 
more visitors there.

This increase in tourism – and the bad behav-
ior that came with it – was among the reasons 
cited when Honolulu’s city council voted to re-
move the stairs in 2021.

Earlier this month, local authorities an-
nounced that demolition would begin on April 
22, leading to the flood of hikers taking “one last 
chance” to visit the site in recent days.

“On top of (access) being illegal, it’s an active 
worksite,” Honolulu PD District Maj. Randall 
Platt told Hawaii News Now. “There’s heavy ma-
chinery. The helicopter is working back and forth 
so it’s dangerous for people to be up there in the 
first place. It’s a closed site. It’s a work environ-
ment.”

“The city was disappointed and dismayed to 
learn that so many individuals appear to have 
recklessly disregarded clear warnings that the 
project to dismantle the Haiku Stairs has begun, 
putting themselves – and, potentially, first re-
sponders – in harm’s way,” a Honolulu city gov-
ernment spokeswoman said in a statement.

The removal will require one 700-foot section 
at a time being taken away by helicopter, a pro-
cess that will cost the city $2.5 million.

(Source: CNN)
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Abshineh wetland: a stopover for 
migratory winged visitors

Tourists continue to visit Hawaii’s 
Haiku Stairs even as it gets removed for 
overtourism

Isfahan seven-color tiles earn 
 international recognition

Discover mysterious Mount Pardis in southwest Iran

Semnan to celebrate ethnic food, bread at Taska Festival

Popular global destinations which are  
trying to limit tourism numbers
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Zahhak Castle in Hashtroud, named after the mythical figure from the Shahnameh, 
attracts visitors from across Iran and the world, once a center of attention.

Iran in frames



TEHRAN – The director of the 
Center of International Science 
and Technology Cooperation has 
announced the country’s readiness 
to share technology with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Algeria.

“There are numerous collab-
oration opportunities in areas 
such as agriculture and artificial 
intelligence,” Amir-Hossein Mira-
badi said in a meeting with Omar 
Ahmed Suwaina Al Suwaidi, the 
UAE’s first deputy minister of in-
dustry and advanced technology, 
in Tehran on Monday.

Visiting Iran’s House of Innova-
tion and Technology (iHiT) the UAE 
official commended the capabili-
ties and advancements of Iranian 
knowledge-based companies add-
ing that the UAE is willing to co-
operate with Iran in various fields 
of industry, and seeks to align the 
technological companies of the 
two countries, IRNA reported.

“In recent years, there have been 
positive developments in the re-
gion. In this regard, the country is 
interested in investing in various 
technological fields such as supply 
chain,” he said.

Mirabadi went on to say that one 
of our main goals is to boost coop-
eration among knowledge-based 
companies and large experienced 
companies to share ideas, technol-
ogies, and expertise.

Moreover, on the sidelines of a 
visit to the Iran Expo 2024 exhibi-
tion, the president of the Algerian 
chamber of commerce and indus-
try (CACI), Kamel Hamani, visited 
iHiT, as well.

Lauding Iran’s technological 
progress, he highlighted that visit-
ing Iran’s House of Innovation and 

Technology has made the Algerian 
delegation more determined to 
further collaborate with Iran.

The official added that all parts 
of the exhibition in iHiT were inter-
esting, however, the Algerian del-
egation was mostly interested in 
medical equipment displays.

Iran’s advanced economy is 
proved through domestically made 
products such as medical linear 
accelerator which has made it 
the fourth country to possess the 
technology after the US, England, 
and China.

Iran, Algeria to boost tech ties
On March 5, Iran and Algeria 

signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) to enhance coop-
eration in areas related to innova-
tion and technology.

The MOU was signed in Tehran 
by Rouhollah Dehqani-Firouzaba-
di, the vice president for science, 
technology, and knowledge-based 
economy, and Yassin Al-Mahdi 
Waleed, Algeria’s minister of econ-
omy, knowledge, start-ups, and 
small companies, the vice presi-
dency’s website reported.

Sharing innovative experiences 
and achievements, sustainable and 
effective cooperation, promoting 
and expanding the innovation and 
knowledge-based economy, and 
developing effective joint channels 
to exchange technological knowl-
edge and innovative solutions 
in fields of mutual interests are 
among the main objectives of this 
agreement.

The agreement ensures stream-
lined cooperation to encourage 
and support technology transfer 
projects and investment pro-
grams for new technology-based 
firms (NTBF) and start-ups in 
both countries; create a mutual 
financial fund for cooperation in 
innovation and knowledge econ-
omy; establish joint companies to 
carry out research and develop-
ment projects, and commercial-
ize knowledge-based products; 
strengthen direct communication 
between relevant government 
agencies, regulatory bodies, in-
dustrial or commercial organiza-
tions, as well as growth centers, 
accelerators, houses of innovation 
and technology.

To facilitate the implementation 
of the agreement, the joint scien-
tific and technological cooperation 
committee will be formed with an 
equal number of representatives 
of both sides within two months 
after signing the MOU.

Under the agreement, the joint 
committee is to provide direction 
and guidance for the implemen-
tation of the MOU at most six 
months from signing; plan, coordi-
nate, monitor, and facilitate scien-
tific and technological cooperation 
between the parties.

Sharing technological exper-
tise with Islamic nations

In May 2023, the deputy science 
minister said Iran is ready to share 
its technological expertise with 
other Islamic countries.

Science and technology should 
be applied in order to create world 
peace and human justice, and 
Muslim countries can bring peace 
and progress not only to the Mus-
lim nations but also to human be-
ings with unity and empathy, Vahid 
Haddadi-Asl said, IRNA reported.

He made the remarks at the 1st 
Ministerial Meeting of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation Dia-
logue Platform (OIC-15) which was 
held in Almaty, Kazakhstan on May 
25-26.

“Over the past years, despite 
the cruel sanctions imposed by 
the global arrogance against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, we have 
seen significant progress in the 
fields of education, research, and 
technology, which is a sign of re-
liance on Iranian scholars and 
scientists. We are always ready to 
share our technological expertise 
with other Islamic countries.”

TEHRAN –Since the beginning of the current 
Iranian year (March 20) until April 29, the Cen-
tral Bank paid 56.38 trillion rials (almost $94 
million) in wedding and childbearing loans.

Some 40.84 trillion rials (about $68 million), 
were granted to the applicants for wedding 
loans, an increase of 28 percent compared to 
the same period last year, IRNA quoted Meh-
di Sahabi, an official with the Central Bank, as 
saying.

The Central Bank also paid a total of 15.54 
trillion rials (roughly $26 million), to families in 
childbearing loans, showing a 23 percent rise 
year on year.

Raisi calls for protecting youth

On January 28, President Ebrahim Raisi 
urged relevant bodies to take action to protect 
the youth of the country.

President Raisi told organizations that they 
can use their facilities and capacities to imple-
ment the law to protect the youth.

President Raisi pointed to the important role 
of cultural development in encouraging people 
to have children, saying that the wrong cul-
tural development in recent decades has been 
one of the most important reasons for the de-
crease in the country’s population growth.

To address this issue, he called on nation-
al media, print and digital media, education, 

and higher education centers, and advertising 
agencies to work together to promote positive 
cultural messages about family planning.

President Raisi also outlined several oth-
er measures that should be taken to protect 
the youth, including eliminating obstacles to 
infertility treatment, facilitating marriage by 
providing timely marriage loans, and providing 
employment and housing.

Population growth policies

According to the national center for moni-
toring population policies, from 2001 to 2015, 
the number of births has been increasing in 
the country, but after 2015, the number of 
births started to decrease with an almost 
steep slope.

In 2020, the number of births in the country 
(1,114,000) decreased by more than 29 percent 
compared to 2015 (1,570,000), a decrease of 
more than 450,000 births, which was unprec-
edented in the last few decades.

The number of births in the year 2021 
(1,116,000) also shows an increase of about 
2,000 compared to the year 2020.

Also, the rate of births from about 20 per 
thousand population in 2015 has reached its 
lowest level in the last 50 years with a signifi-
cant decrease to 13.24 per thousand population 
in 2021.

The population growth rate reached 0.73 
percent in 2020 and 0.68 percent in 2021 de-
spite an increase of 2,000 births compared to 
2020.

In Iran, about 10.5 percent of the popula-
tion was over 60 years old in 2020. In 2050, 
the population over 60 years is forecast to in-
crease to 33 percent.

In 2030, the population over 65 years is 
forecast to increase to about 10 percent.

Infertility treatment
In November 2023, an official with the Min-

istry of Health said that the total fertility rate 
should reach 2.5 from 1.66 before the closure 
of the demographic window in the next five 
years.

Over the last 30 years, the total fertility rate 
of the country has declined, but in the Iranian 
calendar year 1401 (March 2022–March 2023), 
the downward trend in fertility came to a halt, 
he added.

TEHRAN –Since the beginning of the current 
water year (September 23, 2023) till April 27, a 
total of 178.8 mm of rainfall has been recorded 
in the country, a 12.8 percent decrease from the 
long-term average of 205.1 mm, according to Me-
trological Organization.

However, over the last week, which ended on 
April 27, the country received a total of 11.9 mm 
of rain, which shows an increase of 89.9 percent 
compared to 6.2 mm in the long term.

According to statistics, Sistan-Baluchestan 
(54.9 percent), Yazd (35.9 percent), South Kho-
rasan (14.7 percent), Golestan (3.6 percent), Ker-
manshah (1.9 percent), and Hamedan (1.6 percent) 
are the only provinces that have received more 
rainfall than the long-term average.

Precipitations have been less than normal in 
other provinces, with Qazvin province experienc-
ing a 41.3 percent reduction in normal rainfall.

Tehran has also recorded inadequate precipita-
tion receiving 140.7 mm of rain in the current wa-
ter year which indicates a 38.5 percent decrease 
in rainfall compared to the long-term average of 
228.5 mm.

In the past year that ended on March 19, the 
amount of rainfall in the country decreased by 
26 and 16 percent, respectively, compared to the 

long-term average, and the previous water year.

Since the beginning of autumn which is the 
start of the current water year, an average of 118 
mm of rain has been recorded nationwide, Ahad 
Vazifeh, head of the national center for drought 
and crisis management, said on March 11.

The long-term average recorded last year was 
equal to 141 mm.

Fars, Hormozgan, Kerman, Semnan, Khorasan 
Razavi, Qazvin, Alborz, Tehran, Lorestan, and Kohgi-
luyeh–Boyerahmad provinces have had low rainfall.

Kerman, Qazvin, Tehran, and Alborz provinces 
have received 50, 39, 33, and 34 percent less rain-
fall than the long-term average.

Mazandaran, Golestan, Kordestan, and Sis-
tan-Baluchestan provinces have recorded more 
rainfall compared to the long-term average.

Vazifeh went on to say that the average tem-
perature of the country has been 13.3 °C since the 
beginning of fall, September 23, which compared 
to the three-year period figure,11.3 °C, shows the 
temperature has increased by 2 °C over time.

Since the beginning of winter, the temperature 
has been 9.1 degrees, while it had been 7.1 degrees 
in long-term average. The last two months of the 
fall this year were the hottest months on record in 
the past 50 years, Vazifeh added.

TEHRAN –A team of Iranian teachers and stu-
dents have won five gold medals in different fields 
of research in the 9th edition of the ‘1Idea 1World’ 
International Innovation, Design & Startup Compe-
tition.

The event, which is considered one of the big-
gest international idea and technology competi-
tions in the world, was held in the city of Istanbul, 
Turkey, on April 28-29.

Organized by TUMMIAD, the Turkish Association 
of Inventors and Industrialists, the event serves 
as a platform for groundbreaking innovations in 
the realm of science and technology.

Participants from 24 countries including Iran, 
Canada, China, Taiwan, The United States, Malay-
sia, Indonesia, and the United Arab Emirates par-
ticipated in the competition both in person and 
online to showcase their innovative projects in 10 
different subgroups such as medicine and agri-
culture, IRNA reported.

From among 273 different innovative ideas, the 
top five ideas received special awards, with two of 
the awards going to Iranian participants.

1Idea 1World
Every invention and discovery that has changed 

and developed the world has been formed and 
evolved from an idea or thought.

‘1Idea 1World’ serves as a dynamic platform 
where brilliant minds converge, fostering a stim-
ulating environment for scientists, engineers, 
inventors, and researchers to showcase their lat-
est developments, introduce their achievements 
to scientific assemblies and scientific-research 
organizations at the international level, and pre-
pare themselves to enter the world markets by 
obtaining information about the world’s current 
technologies.

The 1I1W functions as a dynamic forum where 
preeminent scientists, engineers, inventors, and 
researchers convene to deliberate and showcase 
the most recent developments across diverse re-
search domains. 

The aim is to transfer the knowledge, experience, 
and successes in the scientific world to future gen-
erations, and to introduce Inventors to the world.

Promoting cooperation between associations, 
inventors, and enterprises of various countries, 
inspiring creativity and innovation of potential in-
ventors, and strengthening the global application 
development in the field of intellectual property 
rights are among the other objectives of the ex-
hibition.

Other achievements
In Taiwan International Science Fair (TISF) 2024, 

which was held from January 28 to February 2, the 
Iranian team ranked fourth among 28 countries.

Mehrad Faridi and Ilya Haji from Iran compet-
ed with 41 teams during the five-day event which 
was hosted by the capital city of Taipei, IRIB re-
ported.

Iran ranked fourth next to Taiwan, the United 
States, and Russia.

The robotics team of Iran won a gold medal and 
three silver medals in the Dubai International In-
ventions Show (DIS) 2023.

The event provided a business platform for in-
ventors, manufacturers, and dealers to present 
their latest products and innovations and ex-
change information.

For this occasion, delegations from different 
countries came to Dubai to present their pat-
ented inventions and new ideas, the competition 
brings together many participants and inventions 
in many diverse areas.

At DIS, excellence in innovation is highlight-
ed through the Invention & Innovation Award, it 
brings recognition to the best inventions, innova-
tions, and trade, adding to its merit is supported 
by many international delegates.

Over 20 countries including Iran, Canada, Rus-
sia, the United States, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Turkey, 
Romania, and Oman participated in the competi-
tion, ISNA reported.

The competition was held both in person and 
online.

In the face-to-face competition, the Iranian 
team won a gold medal for constructing a safe-
ty package and two silver medals for making a 
smart mug and skin protection application.

Also, in the online section of the competition, 
Iran won a silver medal by presenting a smart bag 
reminder.

Elite students from Iran ranked first in the 
UniKL International Robattle Competition (UIRC) 
2023 and became champions in the category of 
Innovation.

The competition was hosted by Malaysia and 
held from December 10 –13, IRIB reported.

The event brought together more than 420 
participants, under the age of 17, underscoring its 
widespread appeal and global representation.

A group of four students from the Iranian team 
was able to present the best design of the innova-
tion league and was awarded first place in this sec-
tion.

“The remarkable thing about the Iranian team 
was the strong participation of talented girls and 
their unprecedented brilliance in the competi-
tions,” IRIB quoted Nader Nobakht, the head of the 
Iranian robotic teams, as saying.

The outstanding achievements of Iranian stu-
dents in international Olympiads have placed the 
country among the top five nations in the world.

Iranian schoolchildren ranked second and 
grabbed six gold medals in the Second Open 
World Astronomy Olympiad.

The tournament was hosted by Russia at the 
Sirius Educational Center from November 14 to 
22, 2023, IRNA reported.

Iran grabbed one gold medal and three silver 
medals at the 35th International Olympiad in In-
formatics, ranking seventh in the world among 91 
countries.
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Iranian students win gold  
medals in 1I1W Expo 2024   

Rainfall declines by 12% compared 
to long-term avearge

 

$3b approved for improving 
safety of schools

The sixth five-year national development plan (2016-2021) has 
predicted a total budget of $3 billion to be allocated for rebuilding 
and retrofitting old schools across the country, director of the orga-
nization for renovation, development and equipment of schools has 
said.

There are some 107,000 schools nationwide with 530,000 classes, 
160,000 of which are dilapidated, not meeting safety standards, ISNA 
quoted Mehrollah Rakhshanimehr as saying on Wednesday.

“However, after 2 years the budget has not been allocated yet,” he 
lamented.

He went on explain that 30 percent of the schools nationwide are 
old, of which some 12 percent must be completely rebuilt and 18 per-
cent must be retrofitted.

درخواست تخصیص ۳ میلیارد دلار برای ایمن 
سازی  مدارس

رئیس سازمان نوسازی، توسعه و تجهیز مدارس کشوربا اشاره به وجود 
۱۶۰ هزار کلاس درس ناایمن در سطح کشور خواستار تخصیص بودجه 
سه میلیارد دلاری تصویب شده در قالب برنامه ششم توسعه برای ایمن 

سازی مدارس شد.
مهراله رخشانی مهر در گفت‌وگو با ایسنا، با بیان اینکه حدود ۱۰۷ هزار 
مدرسه با ۵۳۰ هزار کلاس درس در کشور داریم اظهار کرد: از این 
میزان، ۳۰ درصد مدارس نیازمند مقاوم سازی و تخریب و بازسازی‌اند 
که به تفکیک می‌توان گفت ۱۸ درصد مدارس باید مقاوم سازی و ۱۲ 

درصد تخریب و بازسازی شوند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Tehran ready to share technology 
with Abu Dhabi, Algiers

Some $94m granted in wedding, childbearing loans
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TEHRAN- Iranian actor Amir Jadidi, who 
is best known internationally for his lead 
performance in Asghar Farhadi’s 2021 Cannes 
Grand Prix winner “A Hero,” will play Iranian 
celebrity tennis player Mansour Bahrami 
in a biographical film directed by French 
filmmaker and producer Romuald Boulanger.

France TV Distribution has acquired 
world sales rights for Romuald Boulanger’s 
upcoming film “Mansour,” capturing the 
journey of Bahrami’s from Iran to France 
and fame on the international circuit, Borna 
reported.

Bahrami, 68, is a popular figure on the 
international tennis tournament circuit for 
his entertaining playing style. Born in Iran, he 
taught himself to play tennis. Since 1981, he 
has been living in France. 

The film will capture how through sheer 
determination and quick wit, Bahrami 
navigated the complexities of life as an 
immigrant, while forming lasting bonds with 
tennis icons who recognized his talent, to 
fulfil his childhood dream of playing at Roland 
Garros. 

“Many people have told me over the years 
that my story is made for the screen but in 
fact it’s very humbling to think there will be a 
feature film of my life,” said Bahrami.

“Amir Jadidi is also an exceptional actor. He 
really does transform. The fact he is a semi-
pro tennis player is one of those great strokes 
of luck. If my story can inspire people and 

make them smile, then I will be a very happy 
man.”

Boulanger described Bahrami as “true hero” 
whose “resilience and passion have inspired 
countless individuals”. “I am immensely 
honored to bring his extraordinary journey to 
the big screen,” he said.

France TV Distribution team will launch the 
project in Cannes. “We have been moved by 
this story that illustrates the strength and 
determination of a man willing to do whatever 
it takes to fulfill his dearest dream,” said VP 
International Cinema Sales Alexandre René 
and SVP International Sales Julia Schulte.

Jadidi, 39, is an actor and tennis player. 
Before venturing into the world of art, he was 
a professional tennis player. He coached actor 
and filmmaker Houman Seyyedi, which is why 
Seyyedi invited him to act in the movie “Africa”. 
This opportunity paved the way for Jadidi’s 
success in cinema and significant roles in his 
career.

Jadidi debuted as an actor in 2011 with 
“Africa”. In 2014, he starred in Seyyedi’s next 
film “Thirteen” as well as “End of the Service,” 
for which he earned an Honorary Diploma for 
Best Actor in a Leading Role at the 32nd Fajr 
International Film Festival and received praise 
from critics for his performances.

He is well known in Iran for his starring roles 
in “Crazy Rook” (2015), “A Dragon Arrives!” 
(2016), “The Lost Strait” (2018), “Cold Sweat” 
(2018) and “Day Zero” (2020), whereas he 
is best known internationally for his role as 
Rahim in “A Hero” (2021), which won the Grand 
Prix at the 74th Cannes Film Festival.

Jadidi won the Crystal Simorgh for Best 
Actor for his performances in “Cold Sweat” and 
“The Lost Strait”.  In 2021, he received his first 
Hafez Award and a Palm Springs International 
Film Festival award for his performance in “A 
Hero”.

In June 2022, he was invited to be a member 
of Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences.

Frome Page 1   Referring to 
joint international programs with 
Russia, including the participation 
of the National Symphony 
Orchestra in the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia and the National 
Orchestra’s performance during 
Iran Cultural Week in Russia, he 
added: “Considering the abundant 
musical and artistic capacities 
in both countries, establishing 
a bridge of communication and 
introducing cultural and artistic 
foundations that align with the 
Rudaki Foundation can lead to 
significant strides in cultural 
diplomacy and enhanced bilateral 
interactions.”

Votinova, for her part, 
announced her readiness to 
expand collaborations across 
various artistic domains and 
shared her interest in joint 
programs.

 Furthermore, she discussed 
exploring strategies for 
expanding cooperation through 
the signing and implementation 
of memoranda of understanding. 

“We will strive to encourage 
cultural and artistic organizations 
in both countries to engage in 
reciprocal collaboration,” she 
added.

Proposals discussed during 
the meeting included fostering 

cultural connections and 
exchanges with Russian artistic 
foundations, facilitating the 
participation of delegations 
in reputable festivals in Iran 
and Russia, organizing joint 
exhibitions in the visual arts, 

inviting guest conductors for the 
Tehran Symphony Orchestra, and 
hosting shared cultural weeks. 
All initiatives aim to strengthen 
cultural ties and promote artistic 
dialogue between the two 
nations.

TEHRAN- Morteza Shafiei, the leader and 
founder of the Isfahan National Music Orchestra, 
passed away on Sunday after enduring months 
of suffering from illness. He was 40. 

Due to suffering from liver disease and 
developing a lung infection after a liver 
transplant, the prominent musician bid farewell 
to the world at Abu Ali Sina Hospital in Shiraz, 
Mehr reported. 

Born in Isfahan in 1984, Shafiei had a history 

of playing in the Iranian National Orchestra, the 
Symphony Orchestra of IRIB, collaborating with 
the Tchaikovsky Moscow Symphony Orchestra, 
and more. In 2012, he won the first prize at the 
Fajr Music Festival.

He studied playing under masters such 
as Hooyek Baghoumian, Ebrahim Lotfi, Ali 
Rahimian, Rebecca Halfmann, Ruben Gusemian 
and composition under Loris Tjeknavorian, 
Kambiz Roshanravan, Manouchehr Sahrai, and 
Amir Eslami.

Jailed Palestinian author Basim Khandaqji 
won the prestigious International Prize for 
Arabic Fiction (IPAF) for his novel “A Mask, the 
Color of the Sky”.

The award was accepted by Rana Idriss, 
owner of the book’s Lebanon-based publisher 
Dar Al-Adab on Sunday, at a ceremony in Abu 
Dhabi, the UAE, the Arab News reported.

Khandaqji’s book is based on the story of a 
blue identity card that Nur, an archaeologist 
living in a refugee camp in Ramallah, finds 
in the pocket of an old coat belonging to an 
Israeli. 

Nur then pretends to be Israeli to gain 
access to excavation sites in the occupied 
West Bank.

The novel explores the psychological 
challenges faced by the protagonist, torn 
between his dual experiences of daily 
life in the West Bank as an Israeli and a 
Palestinian.

Nabil Suleiman, who chaired the jury, said 
the novel “dissects a complex, bitter reality 

of family fragmentation, displacement, 
genocide, and racism”.

The book was chosen from 133 other works 
submitted to the competition.  

The author, who was born in the occupied 
West Bank city of Nablus, was imprisoned by 
Israel 20 years ago at the age of 21, after being 
accused of assisting a suicide bomber who 
blew himself up in Tel Aviv.

In prison, he completed his university 
education online at Al-Quds University, 
obtaining a degree in political science with a 
thesis on Israeli studies.

While in prison, he wrote over a dozen novels 
that were smuggled out to the outside world 
where they were published.

“This is the first time in the history of the 
Prize that a novel from (literally) behind the 
walls of an Israeli jail reaches out to readers 
on the other side,” Professor Yasir Suleiman, 
Chair of the Board of Trustees, said after 
unveiling the shortlist in February.

Earlier this year, the Israel Prison Service 

told Israeli media if the IPAF “decided that a 
terrorist should be rewarded with a prize, it 
would be impossible to receive it”.

It is unclear if the author is even aware of 
his nomination and is unlikely to receive the 
$50,000 prize. 

His family said in January they haven’t been 
able to contact him in recent months.

The IPAF is a prestigious literary prize 
rewarding literature from the Arab world.

Despite its well-known moniker as the 
Arabic Booker Prize referring to the prestigious 
Booker Prize, the leading literary award in 
the English-speaking world, the institutions 
running the two prizes are unrelated.

Khandaqji is the third Palestinian writer 
to win the award, with the other two being 
Ibrahim Nasrallah and Rabai al-Madhoun.

Since the start of Israel’s war on Gaza 
on October 7, prison conditions have 
deteriorated, with reports of widespread 
abuse of prisoners.

TEHRAN-Iranian director and 
actor Hesam Manzur plans to 
stage an adaptation of Bram 
Stoker’s novel “Dracula” in near 
future. 

In 2019, Manzur directed a play 
based on the life of Elizabeth 
Bathory, a Hungarian serial killer 
who lived in the 16th century. 

Bram Stoker’s novel “Dracula” is 
a chilling tale that revolves around 
the ominous figure of Count 
Dracula, a centuries-old vampire 
from Transylvania with a thirst 
for blood and a desire to spread 
his curse. Dracula embarks on a 
journey to England, where he plans 
to find new victims and establish 
his reign of terror. Throughout 
the novel, the suspense builds as 
Dracula’s presence is felt through 
a series of mysterious events and 
unexplained occurrences, leaving 
the characters and the reader on 
edge. As the people of England 
become increasingly aware of 
Dracula’s malevolent intentions, 
a group of individuals led by 
Professor Abraham Van Helsing 
forms to combat the vampire and 
protect their loved ones from his 
sinister influence.

The narrative of “Dracula” 
unfolds through a series of letters, 
diary entries, and newspaper 
clippings, giving readers a 
firsthand account of the unfolding 
events and the psychological 
impact of Dracula’s evil presence. 
The novel delves into themes 
of fear, temptation, and the 
clash between the supernatural 
and the rational world. As the 
characters confront their darkest 
fears and grapple with their 
own vulnerabilities, the stakes 
escalate as they race against time 
to defeat Dracula before he can 
unleash his full power upon the 
world.

As the chilling and suspenseful 
plot unfolds, readers are drawn 
into a world of Gothic horror and 
supernatural intrigue. “Dracula” 
explores complex themes of 
morality, human nature, and the 
battle between good and evil. 
Through his skillful storytelling 
and vivid descriptions, Bram 
Stoker creates a haunting and 
unforgettable narrative that 
has captivated audiences for 
generations and solidified its 
place as a cornerstone of vampire 

literature.

The novel has been adapted 
into numerous films and plays 
over the years, each offering 
a unique interpretation of the 
classic vampire tale. One of the 
most famous film adaptations is 
the 1931 film “Dracula,” directed 
by Tod Browning and starring Bela 
Lugosi as the charismatic and 
menacing Count Dracula. Lugosi’s 
portrayal of the vampire set the 
standard for future depictions of 
the character and cemented his 
status as a horror film icon. 

The film’s Gothic atmosphere, 
eerie visuals, and haunting score 
helped solidify “Dracula” as a 
seminal work in the horror genre.

Another notable film adaptation 
is Francis Ford Coppola’s 1992 film 
“Bram Stoker’s Dracula,” which 
delves deeper into the romantic 
and tragic aspects of the original 
novel. 

Gary Oldman’s performance as 
Dracula is layered and nuanced, 
portraying the character’s inner 
turmoil and complex emotions. 
The film is visually stunning, with 
elaborate costumes, elaborate 

set designs, and striking special 
effects that bring the world of 
Dracula to life in vivid detail. 
“Bram Stoker’s Dracula” received 
critical acclaim for its faithful 
adaptation of the source material 
and its artistic vision.

In addition to film adaptations, 
“Dracula” has also been adapted 
into numerous stage plays, with 
varying degrees of faithfulness to 
the original text.

 These adaptations often 
highlight the theatricality and 
suspense of the story, using 
innovative staging and special 
effects to create a sense of 
unease and tension. 
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Knowledge and wisdom are really the privilege of a faithful Muslim. If 
you have lost them, get them back even though you may have to get 

them from the apostates.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:01       Evening: 19:11     Dawn: 3:37 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:11  (tomorrow)

Isfahan National Music Orchestra’s conductor  
Morteza Shafiei dies at 40

Jailed Palestinian author Basim Khandaqji  
wins Arabic fiction award

Iranian director to stage adaptation of “Dracula” 

Rudaki Foundation seeks expansion of cultural, 
artistic collaborations between Iran, Russia

MAY 1, 2024

Amir Jadidi (R) and Mansour Bahrami

Iranian director Hesam Manzur in an 
undated photo

Mohammad Allahyari Foumani (C) and Lilia Votinova (R) in the meeting in Tehran on April 30.

Amir Jadidi to play celebrity tennis player 
Mansour Bahrami in bio-pic

American Freedom
Cartoonist: Mikail ÇiftçI from Turkey

Cartoon of Day
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