
Al-Aqsa Storm Aborted 
‘US-Israel Sinister Plot 
in West Asia’

“The Teacher”:  
dramatic tale of life in 
occupied Palestine

By Ali Hamedin

TEHRAN- “The Teacher” is feature debut 
of Palestinian-British writer-director Farah 
Nabulsi, which was shot in 2022. The film 
highlights not just the countless ways the Israeli 
occupying forces and settlers dehumanize and 
abuse Palestinians in the West Bank, but the 
traumatic toll it continues to take. 

It had its MENA premiere at the Red Sea 
International Film Festival in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, and took home the best actor award 
and the main jury prize.

The film is the latest entry in the canon of 
films chronicling the contemporary Palestinian 
experience under occupation and dives into many 
themes that have been the subject of global 
discussion as the conflict rages on,  Page 8

Uzbekistan conference 
highlights sustainable 
growth and digital 
shift in Islamic tourism

By Afshin Majlesi 

UZBEKISTAN, Khiva - The historical city of 
Khiva welcomed delegates from across the 
Islamic world for the 12th Islamic Conference of 
Tourism Ministers (ICTM) from May 31 to June 
2. Organized in close collaboration with the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the 
conference focused on the theme “Development 
of the Tourism Industry in a Sustainable and 
Resilient Way.”

The gathering highlighted the transformative 
potential of tourism among the ?OIC member 
states. Representatives engaged in various 
sessions to discuss the development of sustainable 
practices, digital transformation,  Page 6
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Palestinians awaiting explicit 
Israeli approval of ceasefire

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - A leading source in the Palestinian resistance 
movement has told regional media that Tel Aviv has 
reluctantly complied with what Hamas insisted on in its 
conditions during negotiations to end the American-backed 
Israeli war on the Gaza Strip.

The unnamed official has revealed to the Beirut-based 
Al-Mayadeen news channel that the developments on 
negotiations aimed at ending the war, underlining that the 
Israeli occupation regime “presented comments on the 
paper submitted to Hamas on May 6.” 

The source said on Tuesday that “Israel has reluctantly 
complied with what Hamas insisted on in terms of a 
permanent ceasefire, complete military withdrawal 
(from Gaza), and unconditional return of the displaced 
(Palestinians).”

The source also pointed out that the Israeli regime is rejecting 
any “guarantors for the agreement other than Egypt, Qatar, 
and the United States,” adding that Tel Aviv is still insisting that 
about 200 Palestinian prisoners with life sentences would not 
be freed “except on its conditions”.

Biden’s declaration: A 
planned ceasefire or 
declared hidden defeat?

By Batool Subeiti

BEIRUT - US President Joe Biden’s speech on Friday, May 
31, which sought to cover up the Israeli occupation entity’s 
failure to weaken the Gazan resistance, came after strong 
fighting by the resistance front. 

On the same day, Beirut hosted the 33rd Arab National 
Congress, hosting resistance figures from Palestine, 
Lebanon, Yemen and Iraq. In his speech, Hezbollah chief 
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah threatened escalation if Israel 
crossed the northern border. President Assad met with 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei a 
day prior, and Yemen has been under relentless bombing 
from American and British warplanes. 

The direction of Biden’s speech and the developments 
mentioned indicate America may have reason to believe the 
Axis of Resistance may be escalating its resistance.

Biden’s unplanned speech, with the announced delivery 
on the same day can be characterized with seeking to put a 
smile on a bad face. 

Abu Mazen appeasing 
apartheid 

By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN - President Mahmoud Abbas, who has led the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) for nearly two decades, has 
faced widespread criticism over his inaction toward Israeli 
atrocities against Palestinians both in the West Bank and in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians and pro-Palestine groups across the world 
have accused him of rendering the Palestinian Authority into 
a toothless entity as Israel has expanded its settlements and 
intensified deadly violence. 

Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, has been under 
mounting pressure over his position toward a surprise 
military operation carried out by Hamas in southern Israel on 
October 7 which shattered the image of Israel’s invincibility. 

Since Hamas conducted the Al-Aqsa Storm Operation, 
support for the Palestinian resistance has been growing.

Back in February, Israel’s military intelligence circulated 
a document to Israeli leaders which stated that “authentic 
support remains” for Hamas among Gazans.

 Page 3

Iran’s acting FM 
meets Assad, says 
resistance is vital to 
prevent tensions

TEHRAN – The acting Foreign Minister 
of Iran has delved into talks with Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad, emphasizing 
resistance as the fundamental way to 
successfully prevent regional tensions.

Bagheri Kani, who was in Syria at the 
second leg of his regional tour after 
visiting Lebanon, met with President 
Assad on Tuesday.

The high-level talks delved into various 
aspects, including the strengthening 
of ties between Syria and Iran, ongoing 
developments in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, as well as relevant regional and 
international issues.  Page 2
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Meet the 15 possible 
contenders for 
Iran’s 2024 snap  
presidential 
elections

By Mona Hojat Ansari
TEHRAN – Iran’s Guardian Council has 

been given five days to vet the candidates 
running for presidency after candidate reg-
istration for snap elections came to an end 
on Monday. 

Over 80 people have been nominated in-
cluding one former president, one former 
Parliament speaker, 38 former and cur-
rent lawmakers, 13 ex-ministers, and three 
current ministers. At least four women are 
among the registered candidates. 

The election’s winner will replace Ebra-
him Raisi, who embraced martyrdom during 
a helicopter crash in Iran’s northwestern 
mountainous region on May 19. 

In this report, we will take a look at the 
most prominent figures who have signed 
up to contest the June 28 presidential elec-
tions.   Page 2

Tehran threatens 
response to 
potential anti-Iran 
resolution at IAEA 

TEHRAN – The head of the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran (AEOI), Mohammad 
Eslami, warned on Tuesday that Iran would 
firmly respond if an anti-Iran draft resolu-
tion submitted by European states to the UN 
nuclear watchdog’s Board of Governors is 
approved.

The draft submitted on Monday accuses 
Iran of a lack of cooperation with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

“Tehran will definitely respond to the 
approval of the anti-Iranian resolution on 
the nuclear program,” Eslami stated while 
speaking to reporters

He added Iran is currently scaling back its 
commitments to the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) in accordance with a 
parliamentary law. 

“The opposing sides have not fulfilled their 
commitments under the JCPOA on the Iranian 
nuclear program, and Iran, in turn, has reduced 
its commitments. Currently, Iran is in a phase 
of reducing commitments,” Eslami noted.

In January 2016, Iran and the P5+1 group 
(the United States, Russia, China, the United 
Kingdom, France, and Germany) signed the 
JCPOA, which limited Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gram in return for the termination of West-
ern sanctions on the country.  Page 3
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Ayatollah Khamenei at the 35th anniversary of Imam Khomeini’s passing: 
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TEHRAN — Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman has lamented the inaction by 
international organizations in response to the 
Israeli onslaught in the Gaza Strip, attributing 
this passivity to the destruction of 55% of 
buildings in Gaza since October 7 last year.

In a statement on the social media platform 
X (formerly known as Twitter) on Tuesday, 
Nasser Kanaani expressed outrage over the 
degree of devastation in Gaza, stating, “In 
the shadow of the inaction of countries and 
international organizations, the destruction 
and mass killing in the Gaza Strip continues 
insanely and non-stop by the Israeli regime! 
The United Nations Satellite Center announced 
that around 55% of buildings in the Gaza Strip 
had been destroyed or damaged since October 
7.”

The Palestinian Ministry of Education 
reported that over 15,000 Palestinian children 
have been killed since October, when Israel 
began its offensive against the Gaza Strip. 
The majority of these children were school 
students and kindergarten kids. Additionally, 
64 students from schools in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, have also lost their 
lives during this period.

The ministry announced these fatalities on 

the International Day of Innocent Child Victims 
of Aggression, highlighting “The Children of 
Gaza” as the primary focus. The statement 
emphasized that the children of Gaza are 
among the most affected by the ongoing 
Israeli aggression, which began on October 7 
of the previous year.

Since the start of the Israeli offensive in 
Gaza, it has been reported that 620,000 
students have been unable to attend school, 
with an additional 88,000 students deprived 
of higher education opportunities at the 
university level.

“Israel has destroyed schools and nurseries 
and targeted civilians, especially children, 
who have been forcibly displaced, detained, 
or deprived of food and medical access,” the 
ministry stated.

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights 
Monitor, an independent organization 
dedicated to protecting human rights, 
reported on Monday that thousands of 
Palestinian children in Gaza have tragically 
lost their lives in Israel’s ongoing military 
assault. Many of these children were killed 
while they were asleep.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf

Looking to compensate 
for past failures

Qalibaf has dedicated 
decades to serving the Islamic 

Republic in various roles. He is 
a veteran and commander of the Iran-
Iraq war, a former police chief, and former 
Tehran mayor. Since 2020, he has held the 
position of parliament speaker. He was 
elected speaker again in the new parliament 
last week.

Considered a neo-conservative, Qalibaf 
has run for president multiple times. In 
2005, he secured over 4 million votes but 
lost in the first round. In 2013, he came in 
second place with 6,077,292 votes, losing to 
Hassan Rouhani. Qalibaf withdrew from the 
2017 elections in support of Ebrahim Raisi. 
It is anticipated that Qalibaf will be qualified 
to run for president for a 4th time. 

Abdolnaser Hemmati

Hurt by like-minded 
politicians

Hemmati held the posi-
tion of central banker from 2018 

to 2021. Prior to this role, he served as the 
vice president of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting from 1989 to 1994, and as the 
chief of the Central Insurance of Iran from 
1994 to 2006 and again from 2016 to 2018. 

Hemmati finished in third place during 
the 2021 presidential election. He is close to 
pro-reform groups.

A trained economist, Hemmati has re-
ceived both backlash and praise for his time 
at the central bank. There is not much rea-
son to believe he won’t be able to run for 
president a second time.  

Abbas Ahmad Akhoundi 

Says he is “worried” for 
Iran

Akhoundi served as the 
Minister of Transport and Ur-

ban Development from 2013 to 2018. He 
first entered government in 1993 as the 
Minister of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, making him one of the youngest min-
isters in Iran’s modern history.

Akhoundi is a well-known pragmatist pol-
itician, but his fame mostly comes from con-
troversies. During his tenure as the housing 
minister, he faced impeachment three times 
and submitted his resignation on three oc-
casions. Critics have condemned him for his 
“liberal economic views” and for allegedly 
showing little concern for the less fortunate. 
Analysts believe he has little chance of gain-
ing the approval of the Guardian Council in the 
looming presidential elections.

Saeed Jalili
A polarizing force in the 

elections
Jalili, a well-known con-

servative, held the position of 
Secretary of the Supreme Nation-

al Security Council from 2007 to 2013. He 
currently serves as a member of the Expe-
diency Council.

Jalili holds a significant role in Iran’s for-
eign affairs. He served as Iran’s lead nuclear 
negotiator and previously held the post of 
Deputy Foreign Minister for European and 
American Affairs.

Jalili has twice vied for the post of presi-
dent. In the 2013 elections, he finished third, 
garnering 11.31% of the votes. While he ini-
tially fielded candidacy for the 2021 elec-
tions, he later withdrew in favor of Ebrahim 
Raisi. He is expected to be qualified to run 
for the post. 

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaili
Continuing the legacy of 

the late president
Esmaili currently serves 

as the Minister of Culture and 
I s - lamic Guidance, a position he has 
held since August 25, 2021. His extensive 
background encompasses roles such as 
deputy governor of Isfahan, director gen-
eral of Supervision and Evaluation of IRIB 
Programs, and chairmanship of the Cultur-
al and Social Commission of the Center for 
Strategic Studies of the Presidency.

Esmaili has been actively engaged in social 
and cultural activities for many years, with his 
involvement dating back to the 1990s when 
he began his cultural activities as an edi-
tor-in-chief of cultural publications.

The minister says he will continue Raisi’s 
endeavors if approved to compete for the 
presidency. 

Mohammad Shariatmadari

A reformist frequenting 
different roles

Shariatmadari is a reform-
ist figure who has held various 

ministerial positions in the government. 
He served as the Minister of Cooperatives, 
Labor, and Social Welfare and later as the 
Minister of Industry from 2017 to 2018. Ad-
ditionally, Shariatmadari was the Minister 
of Commerce from 1997 to 2005 during 
President Khatami’s administration.

Shariatmadari played a crucial role in man-
aging Iran’s relations with several countries, 
including Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Portugal, Spain, Zimbabwe, Uganda, 
Kenya, the Philippines, and Thailand for eight 
years.  In 2013, Shariatmadari ran for presi-
dency but ultimately withdrew his candidacy 
in support of Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
before the voting commenced.

 Ali Ardeshir Larijani

Hoping for a change 
of heart in the Guardian 

Council

Larijani has tried to appeal to 
both ends of Iran’s political spectrum in the 
past decades. He was the Secretary of the 
Supreme National Security Council from Au-
gust 2005 to October 2007. He also served 
as parliament speaker from 2008 to 2020. 
Since then, Larijani has been a member of 
the Expediency Council, where he served 
from 1997 to 2008.

Larijani ran for president in 2005 without 
much success. He registered for candidacy 
in 2021 but was disqualified by the Guard-
ian Council. He seems to be hoping to face a 
different fate at the vetting stage this time. 

 Mehrdad Bazrpash,
A young politician with 

big dreams
Bazrpash is a conserva-

tive politician and the current 
Minister of Transport and Urban 

Development, assuming office in Decem-
ber 2022.  He held the position of President 
of the Supreme Audit Court from 2020 to 
2022.

Bazrpash has also served as a member of 
the Parliament and the CEO of two of Iran’s 
largest automakers, SAIPA and Pars Khodro. 

The minister was one of the young-
est figures registering for candidacy last 
week.  Though this is the first time he has 
attempted to run for president, analysts 
believe Bazrpash’s extensive career makes 
it highly possible that he will become an 
official candidate for the 2024 presidential 
elections.  

Ali Nikzad
A seasoned executive 

official
Ali Nikzad is a conservative 

currently serving in the parlia-
ment. He served as deputy parlia-

ment speaker in the previous. He was elected 
deputy speaker in the new parliament.

Nikzad has an extensive background in 
executive management, having held posi-
tions such as Minister of Transport and Ur-
ban Development, Acting Minister of Com-
munications and Information Technology, 
Acting Minister of Roads and Transporta-
tion, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Tadbir Construction Development 
Group. He has also served as the governor 
of Ardabil.

Nikzad has not tried to run for the presi-
dency in the past. He is expected to be con-
firmed to contest the presidential post. 

Alireza Zakani
“Revolutionary tank” 

with experience as a mayor
Zakani has served as the 

mayor of Tehran since 2021. 
H e was a member of the parliament 
from 2004 to 2016 and again from 2020 to 
2021, aligning with conservative political 
views.

Despite announcing his candidacy for the 
presidency in 2013 and 2017, Zakani was 
twice disqualified by the Guardian Council. 
In the 2021 presidential election, he initially 
ran but later withdrew in favor of Raisi.

Known for his fierce criticism of oppo-
nents during the 2021 presidential debates, 
Zakani earned the nickname “revolutionary 
tank.” Observers speculate that there is a 
decent possibility the Guardian Council will 
approve his candidacy for the June 28 elec-
tions.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

Dreams of a third time in 
office

Ahmadinejad was pres-
ident from 2005 to 2013.  Be-

fore his presidency, he served a brief two-
year term as the mayor of Tehran. He is 
now a member of the Expediency Council. 
Ahmadinejad has tried hard to stay in the 
spotlight since his presidential term ended. 

Despite being considered a principlist by 
most, Ahmadinejad has adopted conflicting 
stances over the years. It is highly anticipat-
ed that his competence for the elections will 
not be approved. This prediction is based on 
the Guardian Council’s previous disqualifi-
cation of Ahmadinejad when he attempted 
to run for president in 2021.

Amir Hossein Qazizadeh 
Hashemi

A physician that entered 
politics
Seyyed Amir Hossein 

Ghazizadeh Hashemi currently 
serves as the Head of the Martyrs Founda-
tion and Veterans Affairs, a position he has 
held since 2021. Qazizadeh holds conservative 
views and was appointed as vice president 
when President Raisi took office in 2021. 

Qazizadeh has a distinguished career in 
politics and medicine. He has served as a 
representative of Mashhad and Kalat in four 
terms of the Islamic Consultative Assembly 
and was an ENT surgeon before entering 
politics. 

Qazizadeh took part in the 2021 presiden-
tial elections and is anticipated to become 
an official candidate for the second time 
this year. 

 Ishaq Jahangiri
A sequel to President 

Rouhani’s government 
Jahangiri held the position 

of Vice President in Hassan 
Rouhani’s government from 2013 

to 2021. Before that, he served as the minister 
of industries and mines, the governor of Isfa-
han Province, and a member of parliament. 

A well-known reformist, Jahangiri ran for 
the presidency in 2017. Many observers be-
lieved that his decision to enter the race was 
a strategic move to bolster Rouhani during 
the debates as he withdrew before the vot-
ing began.

Looking ahead to the 2024 presidential 
elections, Jahangiri, seen as a technocrat, 
may face challenges in gaining approv-
al from the Guardian Council due to past 
embezzlement and corruption allegations 
against his close family members.

Masoud Pezeshkian

Modest and outspoken 
politician 

Pezeshkian is a reformist 
politician and cardiac sur-

geon. He currently represents 
Tabriz, Oskoo, and Azarshahr in the Par-
liament, where he served as First Deputy 
Speaker from 2016 to 2020. He previously 
served as Minister of Health from 2001 to 
2005 under President Mohammad Khatami. 

Pezeshkian has often clashed with con-
servative politicians. Some of his remarks 
have been controversial and later found to 
be baseless. While Pezeshkian is respected 
for his expertise in healthcare and educa-
tion, observers speculate that his history of 
bipartisan conflict and lack of experience in 
operational fields may hinder his approval 
by the Guardian Council to run for the pres-
idential post.

Sowlat Mortazavi

A conservative with 
limited electoral support

Mortazavi is a conserva-
tive politician who currently 

serves as Minister Labor and Social Welfare. 
He has held several high-ranking positions 
in government, including Vice President for 
Executive Affairs, Mayor of Mashhad, Mayor 
of Birjand, and head of Election Headquar-
ters.

In June 2017, Mortazavi was suspended 
from his position as Mayor of Mashhad and 
all other political offices after he prevented 
an audit of the Mashhad municipality.

Analysts believe that even if Mortazavi is 
approved by the Guardian Council to run for 
president, there is little chance that he will 
ultimately manage to take office. 

From page 1    During their in-
teraction, President Assad reit-
erated a steadfast commitment 
to resistance against occupation 
in all its manifestations as a core 
principle and strategic impera-
tive. 

He emphasized that yielding 
to gentleness often emboldens 
occupiers towards increased ag-
gression and brutality. Further-
more, Assad highlighted how 
the Zionist regime intensifies its 
aggression against Palestinians 
as it faces mounting challenges 
from resilient Resistance move-
ments.

In response, Bagheri reaf-
firmed the enduring and strate-
gic nature of Iran-Syria relations 
are grounded in robust principles, 
shared interests, and genuine 
foundations. He underscored 
Iran’s unwavering dedication to 
nurturing ties with Syria for mu-
tual benefit while also serving the 
broader interests of regional na-
tions and their populations.

The Iranian acting foreign min-
ister embarked on his first visit 
to Syria since his appointment 
last month to address the urgent 
need to stop Israeli military oper-
ations in the Gaza Strip against 
the Palestinians.

Al-Assad met Iran’s Leader 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei in 
Tehran on May 30 to offer condo-
lences for the death of Raisi.

The Israeli regime’s ongoing 
aggression against the Palestin-
ian people in the Gaza Strip, which 
was intensified after October 7 
and the surprise Operation of 
Palestinian Resistance groups, 
was the main topic of discussions.

‘Iran, Syria two main pillars of 
stability in region’

Earlier in the day, Bagheri Kani 
met with Syria’s foreign minister, 
Faisal Mekdad, and took part in 
a joint press conference after-
wards.

The top Iranian diplomat em-
phasized Tehran’s unwavering 
support for resistance against 

the Israeli occupation, stressing 
a renewed commitment to this 
cause.

During the press conference, 
both nations reiterated their 
longstanding partnership and 
mutual dedication to enhancing 
bilateral cooperation. 

Bagheri Kani underscored the 
significance of the relationship 
between Iran and Syria as “pivotal 
pillars of stability in the region.”

Addressing regional concerns, 
Bagheri Kani expressed solidar-
ity with Syria on addressing the 
Israeli occupation as a key source 
of instability. The discussions also 
delved into recent developments 
in Gaza, with a focus on devising a 
collaborative strategy to counter 
Israeli aggression.

Echoing these sentiments, 
Foreign Minister Mekdad empha-
sized the excellent state of rela-
tions between Iran and Syria. He 
stated, “We emphasized the ne-
cessity of strengthening our ties 
after the visit of martyr Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi to Syria.”

Mekdad reaffirmed their joint 
efforts to halt Israeli transgres-
sions and uphold Palestine’s as-
pirations, a stance deeply rooted 
in historical ties and shared ob-
jectives.

Bagheri Kani also met with the 
heads of Resistance movements 
at the Iranian embassy in Da-
mascus, where they underscored 
efforts toward stability in the re-
gion.

Hezbollah chief thanks Iran 
for backing the resistance 
movement 

In a meeting with Iran’s acting 
foreign minister in Beirut, the 
Secretary General of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah Resistance move-
ment, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, 
expressed his appreciation to 
Iran for its unwavering support 
towards people and Resistance 
movements in the region. 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Iran laments international inaction 
amid devastation in Gaza

Iran’s acting FM meets Assad, says 
resistance is vital to prevent tensions

Meet the 15 possible contenders for Iran’s 2024 snap presidential elections



TEHRAN - In a live televised speech 
on June 3, 2024, marking the 35th 
anniversary of Imam Khomeini’s 
demise, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
elaborated on the importance and 
prominence of the Palestinian issue 
in the late Imam Khomeini’s views 
and approaches.

During the ceremony, held in the 
mausoleum of Imam Khomeini, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
emphasized, “From the very first 
day of the Islamic Movement, 
Imam [Khomeini] highlighted the 
Palestinian issue and, with foresight 
and scrutiny, he predicted the path 
ahead for the Palestinian nation. This 
very important insight of the Imam is 
gradually being realized.”

Ayatollah Khamenei described the 
purpose of the annual gathering as 
a means to honor Imam Khomeini’s 
memory and to apply his teachings 
towards the administration and 
progress of the country, as well as 
the realization of the Revolution’s 
objectives.

According to khamenei.ir, in the 
first part of his speech, the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution explained the 
importance of the Palestinian issue 
in the thoughts and opinions of the 
late Imam Khomeini, emphasizing 
the rejection of reliance on so-
called peace negotiations, the active 
participation of the Palestinian people 
in taking back their rights, as well as 
all nations’ help, especially that of the 
Muslim nations for the Palestinian 
people. These principles, according to 
the Leader, embody Imam Khomeini’s 
vision for the ultimate victory of the 
Palestinians. He further highlighted 
that these significant developments 
are currently unfolding.

Ayatollah Khamenei pointed out 
that the Zionist regime has become 
trapped in a corner due to the Al-Aqsa 
Flood operation, adding that, “Even 
though the US and many Western 
governments continue to support this 
regime, they too are aware that there 
is no escape for the occupying regime.”

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution expounded on two 
important features of Operation Al-
Aqsa Flood, which include fulfilling 
the significant needs of the region and 
dealing a decisive blow to the criminal 

regime. “A comprehensive, broad 
plan for the region had been devised 
by the US, Zionist elements, their 
followers, and certain governments 
in the region. This comprehensive 
plan aimed to reshape regional 
relations and dynamics, [Their goal 
was to] establish relations between 
the Zionist regime and regional 
governments based on the wishes of 
that regime. This in turn meant that 
the Zionist regime would not only 
attain domination over the politics 
and economy of the entire region of 
West Asia, but also over the entire 
Islamic world” he stated.

Ayatollah Khamenei noted, “This 
sinister plan was on the verge of 
execution when the miraculous Al-
Aqsa Flood began and disrupted 
the Zionist regime’s comprehensive 
plan to dominate the politics and 
economy of the entire region of West 
Asia, in such a way that considering 
the events of the past eight months, 
there is no hope that they will be able 
to revive this plan.” 

He attributed the unprecedented 
crimes and boundless brutality of 
the insane regime, as well as the 
US government’s support for these 
atrocities, to agitated reactions 
towards the disruption of the grand 
international conspiracy that planned 
to allow the Zionist regime dominate 
the region.

To illustrate the gravity of the surge 
in reverse migration in the occupied 
territories, Ayatollah Khamenei 
referenced the words of a Zionist 
security analyst. “This Zionist analyst 
says, If the content of the discussions 
and conflicts going on between Israeli 
officials are published by the media, 
four million people will leave Israel.’”

Ayatollah Khamenei highlighted 
the significant transformation of the 
Palestinian issue into a global priority. 
He noted the widespread anti-Zionist 

demonstrations in London, Paris, 
and US universities, emphasizing the 
increasing awareness and attention 
to the plight of the Palestinian people. 
“For many years, American-Zionist 
propaganda and media centers have 
made an effort to make people forget 
the Palestinian issue. But in the light 
of the Al-Aqsa Flood operation and 
the resilience of the people of Gaza, 
Palestine is now at the forefront of 
global issues,” he noted.

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution referred to the sufferings 
of the people of Gaza, including the 
martyrdom of approximately 40 
thousand people and the killing of 
about 15 thousand children, babies 
and infants, as a heavy price that 
the Palestinian nation is paying in 
their struggle for liberation from 
the oppression of the Zionists. He 
praised the people of Gaza for their 
unwavering resilience and defense of 
their Resistance fighters, attributing 
it to their strong faith in Islam and the 
teachings of the Quran.

Ayatollah Khamenei remarked 
that the miscalculation of the Zionist 
regime regarding the capabilities 
of the great Resistance Front led to 
the regime’s current dead end. The 
Zionist regime, he noted, will suffer 
these continuous defeats one after 
another. And with God’s power and 
strength, it will never find a way to 
save itself.

In his concluding remarks, the 
Leader stated, “Despite the West’s 
propaganda, The Zionist regime is 
gradually melting before the eyes of 
the people of the world. It is coming 
to an end. In addition to the nations, 
many world politicians, and even the 
Zionists, have recognized this reality.”

In the second part of his speech, 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
discussed the martyrdom of the late 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and 

his entourage, who passed away in 
a tragic helicopter crash last month. 
“Each of the president’s companions 
was a valuable figure in their own 
right,” he remarked.

In describing the outstanding and 
prominent characteristics of Martyr 
Raisi, Ayatollah Khamenei noted, 
“Everyone acknowledged that he 
was a man of action, service, and 
honesty. He set a new standard in the 
field of service which had never been 
seen before at this level, volume, and 
quality. His sincerity and hard work 
were unparalleled among those 
serving the country.”

The Leader underscored that 
Martyr Raisi’s other notable qualities 
included his dynamic and successful 
foreign policy, his skill in seizing 
opportunities, and his success in 
raising Iran’s profile among world 
leaders. Additionally, he highlighted 
Martyr Raisi’s clear demarcation 
from the enemies and opponents of 
the Revolution and his distrust of the 
enemy’s smiles as further indicators 
of his character.

Ayatollah Khamenei also praised 
the late Iranian Foreign Minister, 
Martyr Amir-Abdollahian, as an 
active, hard-working, innovative, 
and skilled, intelligent negotiator 
who adhered to the principles of the 
Islamic Republic.

The Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution highlighted the million-
strong turnout of people at the 
funeral processions and farewell 
ceremonies of the “Martyrs of 
Service” as a remarkable and 
noteworthy event, praising it as 
an example of the Iranian nation’s 
epic-making in the face of bitter 
and difficult events throughout the 
history of the Revolution.

On the same note, the Leader 
remarked, “This epic demonstrated 
that the Iranian nation is a motivated, 
resilient, and enduring people who will 
not be defeated by adversity; rather, 
their resolve and determination will 
only grow stronger.”

Ayatollah Khamenei regarded the 
people’s epic presence as another 
message of support for the mottos 
of the Revolution. He stated, “The late 
Mr. Raisi was an outspoken advocate 
of the mottos of the Revolution and 
he embodied these principles.”

  From Page 1   Washington 
unilaterally withdrew from the deal 
in 2018, and re-imposed sanctions 
against Iran. the European trio, 
though still officially part of the deal, 
followed in the footsteps of the U.S. 
and ceased all trade with Iran. 

In 2020, Iran’s parliament passed a 
bill known as the Strategic Action Plan 
to Counter Sanctions in response to the 

West’s noncompliance with the JCPOA. 
Under the parliament’s law, the Iranian 
administration is required to accelerate 
the development of the country’s 
peaceful nuclear program beyond the 
limits set under the JCPOA.

“We obey the (parliamentary law 
on) strategic action for the removal 
of sanctions when it comes to the 
JCPOA. Iran’s nuclear activities under 

the strategic action are within the 
Safeguards framework,” Eslami 
explained. Iran’s nuclear sites are the 
most inspected nuclear facilities around 
the world. Despite IAEA’s politically 
motivated positions throughout 
the years, Tehran has always made 
sure that the peaceful nature of its 
nuclear program is made clear to the 
nuclear watchdog. However, different 
Iranian officials have warned in recent 

months that the country might decide 
to change its nuclear doctrine under 
unjust pressure. 

Russia’s Permanent Representative 
to International Organizations in 
Vienna Mikhail Ivanovich Ulyanov 
warned on Tuesday that a new anti-
Iran Resolution by the IAEA’s board of 
governors will hinder diplomacy and 
dialogue. 

TEHRAN – Interim President Mohammad 
Mokhber has hailed the late Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian as a revolutionary 
diplomat who dedicated his efforts to the Axis of 
Resistance, expressing hope that his efforts would 
ultimately lead to the liberation of Al-Quds.

Mokhber made the remarks on Monday evening 
while visiting the family of Amir Abdollahian to offer 
his condolences. 

Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian lost his life in a 
helicopter crash on May 19. President Ebrahim Raisi, 
Friday prayer leader of Tabriz Ayatollah Mohammad 
Ali Al-e-Hashem, and Governor of East Azerbaijan 
Malek Rahmati were also on board.

The helicopter carrying the officials was on 
its way to Tabriz, the capital of East Azerbaijan, 
from a location on the border with the Republic of 

Azerbaijan where the Iranian president had opened 
a major dam project.

Mokhber remarked that although “the martyrs 
are no longer with us,” their martyrdom is an 
eternal honor earned through their sacrifices, and 
their legacy is one to be envied. 

He emphasized the gratitude of the 13th 
administration and the people for the “martyrs of 
service,” highlighting Amir Abdollahian’s significant 
contributions during his tenure. 

“His efforts strengthened Iran’s relations with 
neighboring countries, promoted regional stability, 
bolstered the Resistance Front, and exposed the 
crimes of the Zionist regime,” Mokhber added.

Describing Amir Abdollahian’s leadership in 
foreign policy, Mokhber noted his revolutionary 
approach, which not only improved Iran’s 
international relations but also brought stability to 
the region, earning him widespread acclaim from 
regional and global leaders.

“In recent months,” Mokhber stated, “as the world 
witnessed the atrocities committed by the Zionist 
regime, Amir Abdollahian tirelessly worked to build 
regional and international consensus against the 
occupiers of Al-Quds, delivering a significant blow 

to their oppressive regime.”

Mokhber also praised Amir Abdollahian’s role 
in the government, lauding his professionalism, 
humility, magnanimity, and unwavering attention 
to the directives of the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution. 

Mokhber asserted that the legacy of Amir 
Abdollahian would continue through the next 
generation of diplomats inspired by his example. 
He expressed confidence that Amir Abdollahian’s 
endeavors would one day lead to the liberation 
of Al-Quds.In response to a surprise retaliatory 
operation by Palestinian resistance groups in the 
southern occupied territories on October 7, 2023, 
Israel has intensified its brutal attacks on Gaza. 

Simultaneously, the regime has imposed a 
nearly complete blockade on the enclave, severely 
limiting the supply of essential goods such as food, 
medicine, electricity, and water to Palestinians.

During the ongoing war, the regime has caused 
the deaths of approximately 36,550 Palestinians, 
predominantly women and children, while another 
82,959 Palestinians have been injured, according 
to the reports from Health Ministry in the battered 
enclave.

Iran fall to Japan at 
2024 VNL
TEHRAN ? Iran lost to Japan in straight sets 

(25-23, 25-22, 25-17) in their opening match in 
Week 2 of 2024 Volleyball Nations League (VNL) 
on Tuesday. 

Meysam Salehi scored 20 points for Iran and 
Nishida, Ran and Ishikawa collected 14 points each 
for Japan.  

Team Melli are scheduled to play Brazil on 
Thursday.

16th-placed Iran will also take on both 14th-
placed Bulgaria on Friday and 15th-placed Turkey 
on Saturday.

The VNL Preliminary Phase features three 
competition weeks per gender, with each of the 16 
teams playing 12 matches. The seven best-ranked 
national teams in the Preliminary Phase will join 
hosts Poland for the Finals, which will be held in 
Lodz from June 27 to 30.

Vieira may leave 
Persepolis
TEHRAN - Persepolis f Brazilian coach Osmar 

Loss Vieira will likely leave the Iranian club, local 
media reported.

Vieira led Persepolis to the IPL title on Saturday 
night in a tough challenge.

Osmar was named Persepolis coach as Yahya 
Golmohammadi fs replacement in January and 
headed the Reds to win the title.

Persepolis football club has previously 
announced its readiness to extend the coach 
fs deal, but he will reportedly leave Tehran in 
summer.

According to Iranian media, Osmar has been 
linked with several Emirati teams.

Iran fs Torabi misses 
Hong Kong match
TEHRAN  - Iran fs iconic midfielder Mahdi Torabi 

will miss the match against Hong Kong due to 
food poisoning.

Torabi failed to accompany Team Melli on 
Sunday.

Iran is scheduled to meet Hong Kong on June 6 
in Group E of the 2026 FIFA World Cup qualification.

Iran, who sit top of the group, will also host 
Uzbekistan in Tehran on June 11.

Saman Ghoddos likely 
to join Malmo FF
TEHRAN- Saman Ghoddos says he will likely join 

Swedish club Malmo FF.
The midfielder, who will leave English side 

Brentford, has confirmed that there is a possibility 
he could join Malmo.

The Swedish-Iranian winger started his playing 
career in Swede club IF Limhamn Bunkeflo.

He has also played in Swedish clubs Trelleborgs 
FF, Syrianska FC and stersunds FK.

Ghoddos, 30, has been invited to Iran national 
football team for two matches against Hong 
Kong and Uzbekistan in the 2026 World Cup 
qualification.

Hossein Hosseini left 
out of Iran football 
squad
TEHRAN - Esteghlal goalkeeper Hossein 

Hosseini has been omitted from Iran’s 26-man 
squad for the FIFA World Cup 2026 and AFC 
Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2027 Preliminary Joint 
Qualification Round 2 Qualifiers ? Group E.

Hosseini kept the most clean sheets in the 
2023/24 Iran fs Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) 
but has been left out of Team Melli.

Amir Ghalenoei fs side are scheduled to meet 
Hong Kong on June 6 at the Hong Kong Stadium 
and will host Uzbekistan five days later in Tehran.

Iran squad:
Goalkeepers:
Alireza Beiranvand, Payam Niazmand, ?Hossein 

Pourhamidi

Defenders:

Shoja Khalilzadeh, Mohammadhossein 
Kananizadegan, Aref Gholami, Amin Hazbavi, 
Saleh Hardani, Aria Yousefi, Abolfazl Jalali, Milad 
Mohammadi

Midfielders:

Mohammad Ghorbani, Saman Ghoddos, Omid 
Noorafkan, Saeid Mehri, Alireza Jahanbakhsh, 
Mehdi Ghaedi, Mehdi Torabi, Mehdi Limouchi, Javad 
Hosseinnejad

Forwards:

Mehdi Taremi, Javad Aghaeipour, Sardar 
Azmoun, Allahyar Sayadmanesh, Shahriar 
Moghanlou, Mohammadreza Azadi

Shahrdari Gorgan 
discover fate at 2024 
BCL Asia
TEHRAN - The path to winning the Basketball 

Champions League Asia (BCL Asia) 2024 title has 
been determined as the groups for the first-ever 
edition of the event were confirmed in Friday’s 
draw at the Dubai Sports Council in Dubai, UAE.

The eight teams were divided into two groups 
of four teams each.

The results of the draw are as follows:

Group A:Liaoning Flying Leopards, Shabab Al 
Ahli, NS Matrix Deers, Al Riyadi

Group B:Hiroshima Dragonflies, Shahrdari 
Gorgan, KCC Egis, Pelita Jaya Basketball

The teams will play in a Round-Robin format 
within their respective groups for a total of three 
games each in the Group Phase.

The top two teams in the standings of each 
Group will advance to the Semi-Finals.

In the Semi-Finals, the first-place teams from 
Group A and B will play against the second-place 
team from the opposite group.

The winners of each Semi-Finals advance to 
the Final.The victor of the Final will be crowned 
champion of the Basketball Champions League 
Asia and earn the right to represent the continent 
at the FIBA Intercontinental Cup.

BCL Asia is rebranded from the FIBA Asia 
Champions Cup, Asia’s premier club competition.

The inaugural edition of the tournament will 
take place from June 9-15 in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates.

 Pirjahan takes gold 
at Nigerian Grand 
Prix
TEHRAN - Iran fs Mehdi Pirjahan won a gold 

medal in the 4th MoC Grand Prix on Saturday held 
in Lagos, Nigeria.

Pirjahan crossed the finish line in the men fs 
400m Hurdle with a time of 50.39s.

Nigerian runners Gbenga Bakre and Sodiq 
Adebisi clocked 52.52s and 52.93s, respectively 
and came second and third.

Shot putter Mehdi Saberi and discus thrower 
Hossein Rasouli had won two gold medals in the 
4th MoC Grand Prix Day 1.A total of 377 athletes 
competed in the two-day event at the Yabatech 
Sports Complex in Lagos State.

Iran men fs goalball 
handed tough group 
at Paris 2024
TEHRAN - The draw for the most important 

goalball competition in the world  the Paris 
2024 Paralympic Games  took place in Lignano 
Sabbiadoro, Italy, on Monday.

In the men fs, defending Paralympic champions 
Brazil and World Championships silver medalists 
China, European champions Ukraine, Americas 
title holders the U.S., African champions Egypt, 
Asia-Pacific champions Iran, hosts France and 
IBSA World Games champions Japan all went into 
the pots to be drawn for the Paralympics.

Men fs draw 

Pool A:

A1 Brazil, A2 Iran, A3 U.S., A4 France

Pool B:

B1 China, B2 Ukraine, B3 Egypt, B4 Japan
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IRAN IN FOCUS
Ayatollah Khamenei at the 35th anniversary of Imam Khomeini’s passing: 

Tehran threatens response to potential  
anti-Iran resolution at IAEA 

Interim president praises late Amir Abdollahian’s 
dedication to resistance front

Al-Aqsa Storm aborted ‘US-Israel 
sinister plot in West Asia’



TEHRAN - Officials from Iran and Tajikistan 
stressed the need to expand bilateral 
cooperation in the water and soil fields.

Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister for 
Water and Soil Affairs Safdar Niyazi Shahraki 
and his accompanying delegation held talks 
with members of the Tajikistan Water and 
Soil Authority to discuss mutual ties in the 
relevant field, Mehr news agency reported.

The high potentials and capabilities of 
Iranian companies in the field of manufacturing 
irrigation parts and equipment as well as 
export of technical and engineering services 
were introduced to the Tajik officials during the 

meeting.

Back in May, a delegation of businessmen 
and producers from Tajikistan paid a visit to 
Iran’s House of Innovation and Technology 
(iHiT), expressing that they were highly 
impressed by Iranian knowledge-based 
products.

The delegation attended the Iran Expo 
2024 exhibition, which kicked off in Tehran on 
Saturday, IRNA reported.

Speaking to the Iranian press the Tajik 
delegation said the products are of high 
quality and are compatible with Tajikistan’s 
agricultural conditions.

More than 70 percent of the working 
population of Tajikistan works in the 
agricultural sector, but the worn-out tools 
and lack of modern planting and harvesting 
equipment have greatly hindered agricultural 
production in the country, the emphasized.

Tajikistan is a very promising market for 
Iranian agricultural tools and machinery, they 
stressed.

The delegation looks to expand cooperation 
between Iran and Tajikistan to get more 
familiar with Iran’s achievements and 
introduce Iran-made products and industrial 
capabilities.

TEHRAN - OPEC+ countries have decided to 
gradually resume voluntary production cuts as of 
October 2024, Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji said 
after the OPEC+ ministerial meeting.

Speaking with Shana, he added the decision was 
made after the group examined the oil market 
developments report by its monitoring arm.

The 188th Meeting of the OPEC Conference, the 
54th Meeting of the Joint Ministerial Monitoring 
Committee (JMMC), and the 37th OPEC and non-
OPEC Ministerial Meeting (ONOMM) were held on 
June 2 to discuss the oil market situation and make 
appropriate decisions for the benefit of its stability.

According to Oji, all the oil and energy ministers 
of OPEC+ emphasized the necessity of maintaining 
stability in the oil market amid close monitoring 
of demand and supply developments in the oil 
market.

He continued that the group of oil-producing 
countries also expressed its readiness to take 
swift actions in the future in case the market 
conditions make it necessary.

OPEC+ agreement and the decisions of the 
ministerial meeting have led to significant 
achievements in line with the common interests 
of OPEC and non-OPEC member countries which 
should be maintained in the future amid its vitality 
for the stability of the oil market, the official said.

“Based on the published reports and analysis, 
there are serious doubts on both sides of global 
oil supply and demand, each of which can have 
its own consequences for the prospects of future 
developments,” he added.

According to Oji, the increase in the activities 
of traders in paper markets has also added to 
the concerns; therefore, it is impossible to speak 
with certainty about the outlook of the trends 
governing the global oil market.

The minister stated: “What can be stated for 

sure is that OPEC+ carefully and regularly monitors 
the developments of the world oil market and the 
factors affecting it, and as in past experiences, 
when necessary, appropriate decisions are made 
to establish and maintain stability in the world oil 
market.”

Oji noted that the OPEC+ agreement and its 
decisions are an important factor in eliminating 
fluctuations in the oil market, helping to improve 
the world’s economic conditions, encouraging 
new investments in the oil industry, and ensuring 
energy security.

“We believe that the OPEC+ agreement and 
cooperation between major oil producers is the 
only way to achieve world energy security in the 
short and long term,” he continued.

The oil and energy ministers of the OPEC 
member countries began the 188th ministerial 
meeting of the organization with a minute of 
silence to express sympathy with the government 
and people of Iran and to pay tribute to the martyr 
Ebrahim Raisi, the late Iranian president.

At the beginning of this meeting, Oji, on behalf 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, read a statement 
to express gratitude to these countries for 
expressing their sympathy and companionship 
with the government and people of Iran.

Haitham Al Ghais Secretary General of OPEC, 
Mohamed Hamel, Secretary General of the GECF 
and other officials sent messages of condolences 
to the Iranian minister after the Iranian president 
lost his life during a chopper crash last month.

Raisi was on his way back from the opening 
ceremony of a dam on Aras River when the 
chopper carrying him and 7 others crashed in the 
northwestern province of East Azerbaijan. He was 
going to inaugurate several oil refining projects 
and an oil products pipeline in Tabriz the capital of 
East Azerbaijan province.

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Minister of Transport 
and Urban Development has explained the 
advantages of Iran for the transit of goods 
between China and Europe at the international 
summit “Road to Tian Shan” held in Tajikistan.

Seyyed Kamal Hadianfar who attended the event 
last week at the official invitation of the Ministry 
of Transport of Tajikistan, while emphasizing the 
importance of China, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Turkey to Europe, 
explained the geographical advantages of his own 
country for transportation within the framework 
of the North-South and East-West corridors.

He said that with more than 14,000 kilometers 
of railways and 250,000 kilometers of roads, the 
conclusion of the Chabahar contract with India in 
order to equip the container and general goods 
terminals of the Shahid Beheshti Port makes Iran 
important, especially in terms of international 
transportation corridor.

In his speech, the Iranian minister also discussed 
Iran’s role in the development of transportation in 
landlocked regional countries.

Hadianfar pointed to the 59 percent growth in 
transit that reached 14.5 million tons last year and 
said the volume will increase as Iran is providing 
facilities to landlocked countries in the region, 
especially Central Asia, to access international water.

He said that signing MOUs with some countries, 
including Tajikistan, to benefit them from the 
logistics capacities of Chabahar port, and starting 
negotiations with other countries, are on Iran’s 
agenda.

The “Road to Tian Shan” summit aims to promote 
collaboration and cooperation in the Tian Shan region 
which spans across multiple countries including 
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. 
The summit focuses on economic development, 
infrastructure, and cultural exchange.

This year’s summit was held on 29-30 May 
with the presence of representatives from 
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Turkey, India and representatives 
of a number of international organizations such as 
Trasica and Shanghai.

TEHRAN – Iranian Finance and 
Economic Affairs Minister Ehsan 
Khandouzi said financing through 
the stock market in Iran increased by 
100 percent in the previous Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 19), 
ISNA reported.

According to Khandouzi, the 
stock market supplied 500 billion 
rials (about $1.0 million) of capital 
for funding various projects in the 
previous year, while the figure was 
250 billion rials (about $500,000) a 
year earlier.

Back in June 2023, Head of Iran’s 
Securities and Exchange Organization 
(SEO) Majid Eshqi said attracting capital 
for the companies active in the stock 
market is a priority of the organization 
which is being seriously pursued.

“Funding through the capital market 
should be facilitated and achieved in a 
short period of time,” Eshqi stressed.
The official expressed hope that by 
the end of the current year, positive 

results will be achieved in this regard.

According to the SEO head 
development of IT infrastructure is 
also considered one of the priorities of 
the stock exchange organization.

“We will have serious improvements 
in the transaction system and follow-
up processes,” he noted.

Later in Januray 2024, The deputy 
governor of the Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI) stressed the need for diverse 
financing tools in the country, noting 
that such tools are currently being 
provided by the stock market.

“To reduce the speculative and 
profit-seeking activities of dealers in 
the country, financing tools should be 
diversified,” Mohammad Shirijian said.

“The capital market is an institution 
that directs capital to production in an 
efficient manner. Now, to accelerate 
the process of resource transfer and 
high productivity, the financing should 
be directed to the enterprises,” the 
official explained.

Shirijian called on the government 
and the parliament to pay more 
attention to the stock market, saying: 
“If the government and parliament pay 
more attention to the capital market, 
we will see the withdrawal of resources 
from non-productive markets and the 
reduction of the bubble in other parallel 
markets (such as currency, coins, gold, 
housing, and cars).”

Regarding the important ways to 
secure financial resources in the stock 
market, Shirijian said: “Sukuk bonds 
and investment funds are among 
the most important financing tools 
of the capital market because they 
are designed based on the needs and 
risk-taking levels of enterprises and 
individuals.”

According to the official, the capital 
market could be very suitable for long-
term financing of construction projects 
and with proper implementation; 
such funding will lead to sustainable 
economic growth and development.

TEHRAN - Water inflow to Iran’s 
dams has increased by six percent 
since the beginning of the current 
water year (September 23, 2023) 
up to June 1, 2024, compared 
to the same period last year, 
the new report released by the 
Water Resources Management 
Company shows.

According to the said report, 
during the mentioned period, 

35.68 billion cubic meters of 
water entered the country’s dam 
reserves, while the figure stood 
at 33.62 billion last year, IRNA 
reported.

Following the recent 
perspirations across the country, 
the total volume of water in dam 
reservoirs has experienced an 
eight percent increase compared 
to the previous year.

The report indicates that the 
volume of water in the country’s 
dams from the beginning of the 
current water year up to June 
1, has reached 35 billion cubic 
meters, while the figure stood 
at 32.39 billion cubic meters last 
year.

The amount of water outflow 
from the dams in the aforesaid 
period has also increased by 10 

percent to reach 22.86 billion 
cubic meters. Last year and in the 
same period, the amount of water 
outflow was 20.83 billion cubic 
meters.

The total capacity of the 
country’s dams stands at 50.5 
billion cubic meters, showing 
that only 67 percent of the dams’ 
capacity is full.

TEHRAN – Official statistics for 
Iran’s trade exchanges show that 
the export of non-oil products 
to the neighboring countries has 
risen by 15 percent in the first two 
months of the current Persian year 
alone.

According to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Customs Administration 
(IRICA), Iran’s trade exchanges 
with 15 neighboring countries from 
March 20 to May 21 surpassed 
$9.2 billion, showing a 15 percent 
increase compared to last year’s 
corresponding period.

Iran has exported $4.9 billion 
in products to 15 neighbors, 
registering a 25 percent 
growth compared to last year’s 
corresponding period.

Iran has also imported $4.3 
billion worth of products from the 
neighboring states in these two 
months.

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
and Oman account for the biggest 
rise in Iran’s exports.

The total value of Iran’s non-oil 
trade reached $54.6 billion in the 
first two months of the current 
Iranian calendar year.

Iran exported 23.5 million tons 
of non-oil commodities worth 
$8.0 billion in the mentioned two 
months, registering 3.77 percent 
and 8.54 percent increase in terms 
of value and weight, respectively, 
IRIB reported.

Meanwhile, some 5.8 million 
tons of goods valued at $9.1 billion 
were imported into the country in 
the said period, indicating a 9.19 
percent rise in terms of value, and 
a 13.29 percent increase in terms of 

weight, year on year.

Iran’s top export destination 
during this period was China with 
$2.193 billion worth of imports 
from the Islamic Republic, followed 
by Iraq with $1.584 billion, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) with 
over $1.08 billion, Turkey with $729 
million, and Pakistan with $383 
million.

Liquefied natural gas, liquid 
propane, and liquid butane were 
the top exported items in the said 
six months.

Meanwhile, the country’s top five 
sources of imports in the first two 
months of the current year were 
the UAE with $9.0 billion, China 
with $8.8 billion, Turkey with $3.3 
billion, Germany with $1.1 billion, 
and India with $987 million worth 
of imports.

Corn, smartphones, soybeans, 
sunflower seed oil, and rice were 
the top imported items in the 
period under review.

As previously announced by 
IRICA, the value of Iran’s foreign 
trade including oil and technical 
engineering services reached 

$153.17.8 billion in the last Iranian 
calendar year 1402 (ended on 
March 19).

According to the IRICA Head 
Mohammad Rezvanifar, the value 
of the Islamic Republic’s trade with 
the partners in the previous year 
increased by 2.6 percent compared 
to the same period last year.

The official put the country’s 
non-oil exports, excluding exports 
of electricity, crude oil, and techno-
engineering services, at 136.4 
million tons worth $49.33 billion 
which shows a 9.82 percent rise 
in terms of tonnage and an 8.87 
percent decline in terms of value.

Iran exported $35.87 billion 
of crude oil, $370 million of 
electricity, and $1.293 billion of 
technical engineering services in 
the mentioned year, according to 
Rezvanifar.

According to him, during this 
period, 48.8 million tons of 
petrochemical products worth 
$19.4 billion were also exported, 
which shows a decrease of 11.32 
percent and 28.59 percent in terms 
of weight and value, respectively.

During this period, liquefied 
natural gas with $3.9 billion, 
liquefied propane with $3.62 
billion, and bitumen-oil with $2.19 
billion were Iran’s top exported 
items.

Iran’s top export destination 
during this period was China with 
$13.915 billion worth of imports from 
the Islamic Republic, followed by Iraq 
with $9.215 billion, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) with over $6.611 
billion, Turkey with $4.16 billion, and 
India with $2.17 billion.

The official put the average 
customs value of each ton of 
exported goods at $362 which has 
decreased by 17 percent compared 
to the preceding year.

During this period, 39 million 
tons of goods worth $66.28 
billion were also imported into the 
country, which shows an increase 
of 4.39 percent in terms of weight 
and 77.9 percent in terms of value, 
he said.

The country’s top five sources of 
imports in the previous year were 
the UAE with $20.782 billion, China 
with $18.545 billion, Turkey with 
$7.541 billion, Germany with $2.155 
billion, and India with $1.917 billion 
worth of imports.

Corn, mobile phones, and gold 
ingots were the top three imported 
items followed by soybeans, 
automobile parts, sunflower seeds, 
and safflower were the five main 
items imported by the Islamic 
Republic.

Rezvanifar said the average 
customs value of each ton of 
imported goods increased by $5.16 
and reached $1,697.
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Iran, Tajikistan emphasize expanding  
ties in water, soil fields

OPEC+ to resume voluntary production 
cuts from October 2024

‘Iran pivotal for transit of goods 
between China, Europe’

Financing through stock market rises 100% in a year

Water inflow to dam reserves rises 6%

Trade with neighbors rises 
15% in 2 months
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  From page 1   However, com-
ments made by Abbas over the 
Hamas’ military operation clearly 
show that he has been detached 
from reality.  

In mid-October, the Wafa news 
agency cited Abbas as saying that 
“Hamas’s policies and actions do 
not represent the Palestinian peo-
ple, and the policies, programs and 
decisions of the (Palestine Liber-
ation Organization) represent the 
Palestinian people as their sole le-
gitimate representative.”

His comments infuriated Pales-
tinians who have been subjected to 
decades of Israeli atrocities. 

The Palestinian Authority’s secu-
rity forces have attacked protesters 
who have taken to the streets of the 
West Bank to vent their anger at the 
policies adopted by Abbas toward 
Palestine, and the Gaza war. 

The chasm between the aspira-
tions and values of the Palestinian 
people and the PA were highlighted 
following the reaction of Abbas to 
the remarks of Iran’s Leader over 
the Al-Aqsa Storm Operation.

Israeli plots 
On Monday, Leader of the Is-

lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei once again praised 
the October 7 military operation by 
Hamas.

Ayatollah Khamenei said the 
Hamas attack happened exactly at 
the moment the region needed it 
and that there had been a plan “by 
the US, Zionist individuals, their 
followers and some of the region’s 
countries to change the equation in 
the region.”

Ayatollah Khamenei’s comments 
were apparently a reference to Is-
rael’s plots to continue its normal-
ization plans in West Asia. 

Political propaganda 
In response, Abbas made base-

less accusations against Iran, 
claiming that the Islamic Republic 
is sacrificing the Palestinian lives to 

achieve its goals. 

“These statements, which clearly 
declare that their goal is to sacrifice 
Palestinian blood and thousands 
of children, women and the elderly, 
and to destroy Palestinian land, will 
not lead to the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state with 
East Jerusalem as its capital. The 
Palestinian people have been fight-
ing and struggling for a hundred 
years, and they do not need wars 

that do not serve their ambitions 
for freedom and independence, and 
the preservation of Jerusalem and 
its Islamic and Christian sanctities,” 
the office of the Palestinian presi-
dent said in a statement. 

The comments attributed to Ab-
bas are in line with attempts made 
by the US and Israel to demonize 
Iran. 

Iran has always provided spiritu-
al support for Palestine and spared 
no effort to expose the heinous 
crimes perpetrated by the Israeli 
regime. 

Israel has killed more than 
36,000 Palestinians in Gaza, but 
the PA is still pinning hopes on 
negotiations with the apartheid 
regime that has no scruples about 
butchering women and children. 

With regards to the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state, Abbas 
has clung to the unrealized promis-
es of the 1993 Oslo Accords.

But it has been crystal clear that 
Israel has used talks with Palestin-
ians as a smokescreen to expand its 
illegal settlements and grab more 
Palestinian lands. 

The recent move by several Euro-
pean countries to officially recog-
nize Palestine as a state is rooted 
in the stiff resistance put up by Pal-
estinians amid the Gaza war that 
was launched by Israel after Hamas 
carried out its surprise operation in 
early October. 

PA in hot water 

The Palestinian Authority stands 

accused of ineffectiveness and cor-
ruption. 

Surveys suggest that the PA is 
deeply unpopular among Palestin-
ians who see it as unable to provide 
security in the face of regular Israe-
li incursions into the occupied West 
Bank.  

According to a survey carried 
out by the Palestinian Center for 
Policy and Survey Research in De-
cember, more than 60% of Pales-
tinians want the PA to be dissolved. 
The opinion poll also revealed that 
nearly 90% of respondents want 
President Abbas to resign.

Mouthpiece of Israel, US

Such studies throw a spotlight on 
the fact that Abbas is out of touch 
with the increasing desperation of 
the Palestinian people.

Palestinians have realized that 
they can liberate their lands from 
the Israeli occupation and bring an 
end to the regime’s apartheid rule 
through resistance. 

Resistance groups such as 
Hamas have been a thorn in the 
side of the Israeli regime and the 
United States.  

Israel and its Western allies have 
waged smear campaigns against 
resistance groups and countries 
like Iran which support Palestin-
ians. 

With regards to the comments 
made by President Abbas, it seems 
he has become a mouthpiece of Tel 
Aviv and Washington. 

His statements could also 
amount to a stab in the back of the 
Palestinian cause because of his 
harsh rhetoric against resistance 
groups.  

Presently, Abbas has resorted to 
a blame game to divert attention 
away from the Palestinian Author-
ity’s surrender to Israel.  

Nonetheless, those who tout 
negotiations to whitewash Israel’s 
crimes will fall into utter disgrace. 

  From page 1   There has been speculation that 
the U.S.-presented ceasefire would be put before 
the UN Security Council, which would prevent any 
side from violating it. 

Earlier on Tuesday a senior official with Hamas 
confirmed that the group will not send a delega-
tion to Cairo on Wednesday, possibly suggesting 
that Hamas did not accept what was offered to it 
by the mediators.

The senior official confirmed Hamas’s refusal to 
start from “square one” again, after agreeing to a 
previous ceasefire text, explaining that “our main 
condition now is to obtain an official and explicit 
Israeli approval of the previous paper, otherwise 
we cannot enter rounds and discussions from 
scratch.”

The Hamas official also expressed the move-
ment’s astonishment at the “continuous request 
from the U.S. administration, through mediators, 
for approval first while the Israeli side is not even 
in agreement,” and therefore “we will not discuss 
any paper unless there is an Israeli approval first.”

The head of Hamas’s international relations 
office, Moussa Abu Marzouk, confirmed that by 
June 2, the movement had not received any paper 
on what U.S. President Joe Biden proposed in his 
speech on Friday.

Abu Marzouk said on Sunday that the White 
House has not yet received a positive response 
from the Israeli occupation regime to Biden’s pro-

posal, and “yet it demands our approval”.
There appears to be a consensus among the 

Hamas officials that the Palestinian resistance 
group had agreed to a previously similar ceasefire 
document, and its basic condition now is to obtain 
official, declared, and explicit Israeli approval of it.

Strong criticism has been leveled at the U.S. for 
saying the ball is in Hamas’s court when the Is-
raeli side which supposedly presented the latest 
ceasefire proposal laid out by Joe Biden has not 
accepted it yet. 

Experts believe the latest proposal was pre-
sented by U.S. President Joe Biden after the Israe-
lis found themselves bogged down in Gaza. In es-
sence, it is being viewed as a U.S. attempt to save 
the Israeli occupation regime before its “absolute 
defeat” in the totally blockaded enclave and isola-
tion on the world stage.  

The White House is also believed to have offered 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a path 
out of the fierce opposition in his cabinet to ending 
the war. 

The Israeli premier faces threats from his cab-
inet ministers to bring down the government as 
well as a plummeting approval rating among Is-
raelis. 

Following Biden’s ceasefire proposal speech, 
120,000 Israelis flooded the streets of Tel Aviv 
alone, the largest anti-government demonstra-
tions since October 7, demanding a captive ex-

change swap with Palestinian prisoners.  

The text of Biden’s ceasefire proposal is based 
on a previous offer in which Hamas and the Israe-
lis outlined their terms but only Hamas ended up 
accepting. 

However, there are some differences on what 
Biden said on TV during his speech at the White 
House and what is written in the actual text of the 
ceasefire proposal delivered to Qatari and Egyp-
tian mediators. 

This comes as the Guardian newspaper cited 
experts on Monday as saying there may be more 
Hamas fighters in the north of Gaza, supposedly 
cleared by Israeli forces months ago, than in Ra-
fah, the southern city in the territory described by 
Israeli officials as the organization’s “last strong-
hold”.

The battles in Jabaliya (northern Gaza) between 
lightly armed Hamas fighters and the powerful Is-
raeli military force underlined the ability of Hamas 
to return to parts of Gaza … threatening a “forever 
war” for months or even years to come, as the Is-
raeli military tries to stamp out a tenacious insur-
gency, the Guardian cited experts as saying.

However other experts argue that Hamas and 
other Palestinian resistance factions have enough 
arms in stock to fight the Israeli occupation forces 
for several years and that Hamas did not return 
to Jabalia but never left the northern Gazan city in 
the first place. 

From page 1  It seemed to be directed to-
wards the settler population more so than the 
Zionist leadership, convincing them the Israeli oc-
cupation entity’s security would be intact if they 
accepted the ceasefire proposal. Biden claimed the 
Gazan resistance is “no longer capable of carrying 
out another October 7th”; this is while occupation 
soldiers are being ambushed daily and even US in-
telligence admits most of the Gazan resistance’s 
fighting capacity and tunnels remain intact.

In fact, the occupation forces recently withdrew 
from Jabalia, after 3 weeks of having achieved 
nothing except the mass killing of civilians. This 
is despite the claim in the new year that they had 
destroyed the resistance infrastructure in the 

area, whilst the resistance today continues to fire 
missiles within the Gaza Strip. This is a desperate 
attempt from Biden to grant the Israeli occupation 
entity the excuse to end the war, as he spoke of the 
failures of reaching any victory against the Gazan 
resistance through the continuation of the war. 
He emphasized how the continuation of the war 
is increasing the occupation entity’s isolation in 
the world, demonstrating the power of the inter-
national uprising and mass protests in weakening 
the American and Western positions.

Biden put forward the ceasefire proposal he 
claimed was on Israeli terms, which was viewed 
“positively” by the Gazan resistance and consid-
ered by an Israeli official in the right-wing cabinet 

as a victory for the resistance, according to Israeli 
media. In reality, the proposal is no different from 
what the Gazan resistance had previously accept-
ed, with Biden urging the Israeli occupation entity 
‘to stand with this agreement, regardless of pres-
sure. He stated there are those in the entity’s coa-
lition government who will call for the war to con-
tinue indefinitely, making it clear that “they want 
to occupy Gaza and keep fighting for years, the 
hostages are not a priority for them.” This state-
ment, in addition to the ceasefire proposal stip-
ulating the return of Palestinians to their areas 
in Gaza, implies that the occupation entity’s plan 
to depopulate Gaza is rejected and the American 
two-state solution will advance.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

UN accuses Israel of 
‘wanton’ killing in 
West Bank 
UN Human Rights Chief Volker Türk issued a 

renewed call for an end to the sharp rise in deadly 
violence in the occupied West Bank since October 
7, and urged accountability for the killing of over 
500 Palestinians by Israeli forces and settlers.

“As if the tragic events in Israel and then Gaza 
over the past eight months were not enough, the 
people of the occupied West Bank are also being 
subjected to day-after-day of unprecedented 
bloodshed. It is unfathomable that so many lives 
have been taken in such a wanton fashion,” the 
High Commissioner said, Wafa news agency re-
ported. 

“The killing, destruction and widespread hu-
man rights violations are unacceptable, and must 
cease immediately. Israel must not only adopt but 
enforce rules of engagement that are fully in line 
with applicable human rights norms and stan-
dards. Any allegation of unlawful killings must be 
thoroughly and independently investigated and 
those responsible held to account,” he said. 

Israel drops over 
70,000 tons of 
bombs on Gaza
 Israel has dropped more than 70,000 tons of 

bombs on the Gaza Strip since last October, far 
surpassing those dropped on Dresden, Hamburg, 
and London combined during World War II.

“It is estimated that Israel has dropped more 
than 70,000 tons of explosives on the Gaza Strip 
in addition to its bulldozing operations, resulting 
in the destruction of all buildings at a distance of 
up to one kilometer in the east and north of the 
Strip in order to create a so-called buffer zone,” 
according to Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor.

The Germans bombed London, dropping 
around 18,300 tons of bombs between 1940 and 
1941, according to various estimates, including 
archives from the New York Times.

The Allies dropped 8,500 tons of bombs on 
Hamburg in the summer of 1943, said Hendrik 
Althoff, a research fellow at the Department of 
History at the University of Hamburg.

The Allies also used 3,900 tons of bombs on 
Dresden in February 1945, according to historical 
records.

Biden suggests 
Netanyahu 
prolonging war for 
political benefits 
US President Joe Biden in a new interview said 

it was reasonable for people to conclude that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 
prolonging the war in Gaza for his own political 
benefit.

“I’m not going to comment on that,” Biden told 
Time Magazine in an interview conducted May 28 
and published Tuesday. “There is every reason for 
people to draw that conclusion.”

Biden noted that before Israel’s war against 
Gaza began last October, Netanyahu was facing 
criticism for pushing judicial reforms that would 
reduce checks and balances.

“And so it’s an internal domestic debate that 
seems to have no consequence,” Biden said. “And 
whether he would change his position or not, it’s 
hard to say, but it has not been helpful.”

Biden said his major disagreement with Net-
anyahu over the war is about what would happen 
when it ends. 

Japan’s Nagasaki 
holds off inviting 
Israel to peace 
ceremony
The Israeli ambassador to Japan has not yet 

been invited to Nagasaki’s annual peace ceremo-
ny, said city officials who instead sent the em-

bassy a letter calling for a Gaza ceasefire.

The city in southern Japan this week invited 
dozens of countries and territories to the August 
9 event on the anniversary of the US nuclear at-
tack in 1945 that killed 74,000 people, AFP re-
ported. 

But “as for Israel, the situation is changing day 
by day... so we have put sending an invitation let-
ter on hold,” mayor Shiro Suzuki told reporters on 
Monday.

Worries that protests could disrupt the me-
morial for atomic bomb victims are partly behind 
the decision, said Suzuki.

“Given the critical humanitarian situation in 
Gaza and public opinion in the international com-
munity, there are concerns about the risk of un-
expected incidents during the ceremony,” which 
should be “safe and smooth”.

Education Ministry: 
Over 15,000 children 
killed in Gaza
The Ministry of Education said that more than 

15,000 Palestinian children have been killed since 
the start of Israel’s war against the Gaza Strip, 
the majority of them school and kindergarten 
students, in addition to 64 students from schools 
in the West Bank, including Jerusalem (al-Quds).

The ministry added in a statement, on the oc-
casion of the International Day of Innocent Child 
Victims of Aggression, which fell on June 4, that 
the most prominent title of this occasion was 
“The Children of Gaza,” as they are the biggest 
victims of the ongoing occupation aggression 
since the October 7, according to Wafa news 
agency. 

It further indicated that the occupation de-
stroyed schools and kindergartens and specif-
ically targeted civilians with children, killing 
them, forcibly abandoning them, arresting them, 
depriving them of food and health services, and 
other serious violations, which represent crimes 
that exceeded norms, charters, and the human 
rights system.

Israel: More than 
a third of Gaza 
captives are dead
Israel believes that more than a third of the 

remaining Gaza captives are dead, a cabinet tally 
showed on Tuesday.

About 250 people were taken captive when 
Hamas carried out a surprise military operation 
in southern Israel on October 7. More than 100 of 
them were released in a swap deal in November 
last year. 

The tally said 120 remain in captivity, 43 of 
whom have been declared dead in absentia by 
Israeli officials based on various sources of in-
formation, including intelligence tip-offs, CCTV 
or bystander videos and forensic analysis.

Some officials have privately said that the 
number of dead could be higher.

Hamas has said Israeli attacks have caused 
captive deaths. 

 Oxfam: Two-thirds 
of population 
crammed into 
one-fifth of Gaza
About 1.7 million Palestinians are estimated to 

be crammed into just one-fifth of the Gaza Strip, 
after more than one million people fled Rafah, 
according to the aid group Oxfam.

Most of the people who left Rafah have sought 
refuge in nearby al-Mawasi, Deir el-Balah and 
Khan Younis, an area totaling just 69 square ki-
lometers (26 square miles), Oxfam added, Al Ja-
zeera reported. 

“This area was designated a humanitarian 
zone, but there is nothing humanitarian about 
the situation here,” said Meera, an Oxfam staff 
member.

“The conditions are unbearable, there is no ac-
cess to clean water, and people are forced to rely 
on the sea,” she said.

Palestinians awaiting explicit Israeli approval of ceasefire

Biden’s declaration: A planned ceasefire  
or declared hidden defeat?
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Abu Mazen appeasing apartheid 
Palestinian Authority president denounces Iran for  

hailing Hamas amid Israeli brutalities JUNE 5, 2024

According to a 
wartime opinion 

poll, close to 90% 
of Palestinians 
demand that 

Western-backed 
President 

Mahmoud Abbas 
step down.
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 From Page 1    and communi-
ty-based tourism.

 These strategies are seen 
as crucial drivers for economic 
growth and poverty alleviation 
within the member states.

Chosen as the OIC City of 
Tourism for 2024, Khiva, which 
is known for its rich Islamic cul-
tural heritage, served as an ideal 
backdrop for the conference.

 A number of locals told the 
Tehran Times that the city’s se-
lection helps promote Khiva’s 
attractions, yet it highlights the 
OIC’s commitment to preserving 
and promoting the unique his-
torical and cultural assets of its 
member states.

Opening address: a vision for 
inclusive growth

The conference was inaugu-
rated by Aziz Abdukhakimov, the 
Minister of Ecology, Environ-
mental Protection, and Climate 
Change of Uzbekistan. 

In his opening remarks, the 
minister asked the attendees to 
observe a minute of silence in 
honor of the late Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi who was 
martyred in a helicopter crash 
last month.

Abdukhakimov then empha-
sized Uzbekistan’s desire to en-
hance cooperation among OIC 
member states, especially in the 
post-COVID-19 recovery phase. 

OIC Secretary-General Hissein 
Brahim Taha, also addressed 
the gathering, highlighting 
tourism’s role as a catalyst for 
economic growth. 

He noted that tourism, par-
ticularly through micro, small, 
and medium-sized enterprises 

(MSMEs), could generate em-
ployment, spur innovation, and 
drive inclusive growth.

Taha pointed out that MSMEs 
constitute about 80% of tour-
ism businesses, according to UN 
Tourism, and women made up 
54% of the tourism workforce 
before the pandemic. 

He emphasized that tourism 
has the transformative ability to 

alleviate poverty by creating in-
come-generating opportunities, 
particularly in rural and margin-
alized areas. 

Moreover, the OIC chief 
stressed the importance of com-
munity-based tourism initiatives 
and empowering local stake-
holders to ensure that the ben-
efits of tourism reach those who 
need it most.

  A call to action

The 12th ICTM also renewed a 
call to action for member states 
to actively engage in upcoming 
sessions and initiatives aimed at 
fostering tourism within the OIC 
framework. In particular, it high-
lighted the importance of collab-

oration, innovation, 
and sustainable prac-
tices in developing the 
tourism sector. 

“By implementing 
the Strategic Road-
map for the Devel-
opment of Islamic 
Tourism and invest-
ing in digitalization, 
OIC member states 
can take a large step 
to unlock the full po-

tential of their tourism indus-
tries, contributing to economic 
growth, cultural preservation, 
and poverty alleviation,” one of 
the key speakers said. 

Strategic roadmap for the 
development of Islamic tour-
ism

According to organizers, one 
of the key outcomes of the 
three-day event was the call 
for OIC member states and 
relevant institutions to imple-
ment the Strategic Roadmap 
for the Development of Islamic 
Tourism. The roadmap includes 
organizing annual events to 
promote intra-OIC tourist flows 
through visa facilitation, in-
vestment promotion, branding 
and standardization, and ca-
pacity building. 

Moreover, the outline is in-
tended to create a more inte-
grated and cohesive tourism 
sector within the OIC, fostering 
collaboration and mutual sup-
port among member states.

Sustainable cultural tourism 
and digital transformation

The conference also invited 
the Islamic World Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (ICESCO) to collaborate 
with the OIC and internation-
al organizations such as UN 
Tourism on a revised strategy 
for the development of sus-
tainable cultural tourism in 
the Islamic world. This initia-
tive was announced to seek 
to enhance the sustainability 
of cultural tourism, ensur-
ing that it contributes to the 
preservation of cultural her-
itage while promoting eco-
nomic development.

In addition, the ICTM called 
upon OIC member states to in-
vest in digitalization to promote 
and market their destinations. 

“By embracing digital tech-
nologies, member states can 
enhance their marketing strate-
gies, streamline operations, and 
provide more personalized and 
efficient services to tourists,” 
one of the OIC members said.

 Recognitions and future ses-
sions

The conference announced 
Qatar had been selected to 
host the 13th Session of ICTM in 
2026. The conference also en-
dorsed the selection of Dakar, 
Senegal, as the OIC City of Tour-
ism for 2025, Cairo, Egypt, for 
2026, and Lahore, Pakistan, for 
2027. These cities will be in the 
spotlight in the coming years, 
showcasing their cultural and 
historical significance and pro-
moting tourism within the OIC 
framework.

Post-pandemic recovery and 
growth in OIC tourism

The Assistant Secretary-Gen-
eral for Economic Affairs of the 
OIC, Ahmad Kawesa Sengendo, 
highlighted member states’ 
“resilience and growth” in the 
post-pandemic era. 

He noted a significant in-
crease being achieved in inter-
national tourist arrivals to OIC 
countries. 

“This recovery is not only a 
testament to the sector’s re-
silience but also indicative of 
the effective measures taken 
by member states to 
rejuvenate tourism.”

Based on avail-
able data, in 2020, 
OIC countries faced 
a dramatic decline in 
international tourist 
arrivals due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
with numbers drop-
ping to 75 million. 

However, a grad-
ual recovery began 
in 2021, with arrivals 
increasing to 96 million.

 This upward trend continued 
into 2022, when the number of 
international tourist arrivals 
to OIC countries soared to 224 
million.

 This recovery outpaced the 
global average, leading to an in-
crease in the share of OIC coun-
tries in global tourist arrivals 
from 12.8% in 2019 to 14.8% in 
2022.

Cultural heritage and artistic 
expression

In conjunction with the 12th 
ICTM, Khiva hosted an exhibition 
of paintings by artists from the 
member countries.

 The exhibition, themed “Cul-
tural Attractions of the Islam-
ic World,” showcased the rich 
cultural and spiritual heritage 
of various Islamic countries 
through the medium of art. 

The event was attended by no-
table figures, including the Min-
ister of Ecology, Environmental 
Protection and Climate Change 
of Uzbekistan, Aziz Abdukha-
kimov, OIC Secretary-General 

Hissein Brahim Taha, ECO Secre-
tary General Khusrav Noziri, and 
ICESCO Director General Salim 
AlMalik.

It featured 60 paintings de-
picting sacred places and signifi-
cant cultural landmarks from OIC 

member countries. 

These artworks provide a vi-
sual journey through the Islamic 
world’s diverse and rich heritage, 
offering visitors an opportunity 
to immerse themselves in the re-
ligious traditions and history of 

various Islamic nations.

The paintings were created by 
artists from across the OIC, each 
capturing the essence and signif-
icance of their respective coun-
tries’ cultural heritage. 

According to organizers, the 
artworks not only highlighted 
the beauty and uniqueness of 
Islamic architecture and sacred 
sites but also conveyed the deep 
spiritual and historical connec-
tions that bind the Islamic world.

Uzbekistan’s role and 
achievements

During the event, various 
participants of the conference 
expressed their gratitude to Uz-
bekistan for hosting the event in 
Khiva. They also congratulated 
Uzbekistan for Samarkand being 
selected as the Cultural Capital 
of the Islamic World for 2025. 

Several attendees told the 
Tehran Times that such recogni-
tions help spotlight Uzbekistan’s 
commitment to safeguard ?its 
cultural heritage and developing 
its tourism industry.

TEHRAN – Harireh ancient city, situated 
on Kish Island, is set to secure its place on 
the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization’s list, before this year is 
out.

Speaking to IRNA, on Sunday, a local offi-
cial in charge of tourism brought to light that 
Harireh has already made it onto UNESCO’s 
tentative list, and efforts are underway to 
secure its possible position on the presti-
gious UNESCO World Heritage list.

Shedding light on the timeline, Mahdi 
Adiban further elaborated that the ancient 
city will be registered on the ICESCO list till 
late December.

“ICESCO has 55 member states,” he high-
lighted. “And being recognized by this orga-
nization, pave the way of Harireh’s inclusion 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List.”

In his concluding remarks, Adiban pin-
pointed that a UNESCO recognition will draw 

more inbound tourists to the Island.
There are many reasons to visit Kish Island, 

but one of the most intriguing is the ancient 
city of Harireh, which ruins provide a glimpse 
into the past, and it is a must-visit destina-
tion for history buffs.

The scenic town was built with clay and 
mud, and it was surrounded by a wall. The 
city had a mosque, a bathhouse, and a palace, 
which are still standing today. 

Visitors can also see the remains of the 
houses, the city gates, and the watchtowers.

The coral island is known for its pristine 
beaches, sparkling water, and warm hospi-
tality. 

Since the early 1970s, it is well-developed 
with modern amenities, yet it retains its tra-
ditional charm.

 It is a perfect destination for those who 
want to combine luxury with culture and in-
dulge in water sports such as scuba diving or 
jet skiing.

Moreover, Kish is a shopping paradise, 
with its shopping centers and bazaars, 
which offer everything from spices to jew-
elry. 

In addition, the island has a range of ho-
tels that cater to all budgets, from luxury 
hotels to budget-friendly ones.

 The island offers a range of traditional 
and international cuisines, making it a food 
lover’s paradise.

TEHRAN - Emergency restoration has been 
underway to preserve the historical Narin 
Qaleh, in Meybod, Yazd, central Iran, address-
ing recent structural and weather-related 
damage.

According to local officials, the emergen-
cy restoration and protection efforts which 
have been carried out by the Meybod Re-
search Base, included restoring and reinforc-
ing the eastern wall, securing two towers 
in this section, inspecting and repairing the 
moat to address water leakage from nearby 
qanats, sealing the entrance to the fortifica-
tion, and conducting emergency repairs and 
reinforcement of the upper wall of Narin Qa-
leh and the damaged areas caused by recent 
rainfall.

Narin Qaleh is one of Iran’s ancient and 
magnificent structures, dating back to the 
Sassanian era. Based on the size and thick-
ness of the adobe bricks used in its con-
struction, the northern part of the structure 
is believed to originate from the Medes and 
Achaemenid periods.

The citadel spans an irregular oval base 
over four hectares, with intertwined walls 
rising high and offering a panoramic view 
from its peak. 

The castle is enclosed within five defen-
sive walls, and outside the outermost wall, a 
massive moat surrounds the fortress.

The crumbling Narin Castle rises impos-
ingly above the historical core of Meybod in 
central Iran. Local legend has it that the cas-

tle belonged to King Solomon and was built 
by jinns (spirits), but whatever the original 
provenance of the castle’s foundations, most 
of what can be seen today dates from the 
Sassanian era.

Lying on the Silk Route, the castle was used 
by soldiers who provided an armed escort for 
passing caravans, charging a tax for their 
services, historical sources say.

According to UNESCO, Meybod is a remark-
able example of the viability and transmis-
sion of human beings’ collective thoughts 
from different generations to the present 
one.

“What is significant in the city of Meybod is 
the regularity of city planning. The anatomy 
and spatial structure of the city show original 
plans which conform with the old Iranian city 
planning.”

Since antiquity, mankind has assumed the 
need to fortify properties to survive in an 
ever-changing world of invasion and con-
quest. Commencing from simple earthworks 
and wooden walls, fortifications gradually 
evolved into complex, unconquerable, impos-
ing citadels.

Those strongholds were normally erect-
ed and maintained along significant routes 
and cities, particularly at heights overlook-
ing steep slopes or cliffs. Many of the for-
tifications of the ancient world were built 
using mud brick, often leaving them no 
more than mounds of dirt for today’s ar-
chaeologists.
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Harireh ancient city on the brink of 
ICESCO recognition

Meybod’s Narin Qaleh undergoes 
emergency restoration

“Appendix Number 1”
Announcement of the public invitation proposal 
number 1102115 for investors Pre-qualification 
assessment.
National Iranian Copper Industry Co. (NICICO) 
intends to "purchase the electrical energy required by 
the Sarcheshemeh copper complex in the amount of approximately 
600 GWH/year in Kerman province through the construction of a 
large-scale solar power plant with a capacity of 320 MW by investor 
in the form of a 21-year long-term guaranteed purchase contract 
(three periods of 7 years) based on the B.O.O. method" through 
public invitation as pre-qualification of investors.
In order to get more information, it is necessary to refer to the 
official website of this company as described below:
https://en.nicico.com/

Second Announcement 

Uzbekistan conference highlights 
sustainable growth and digital 

shift in Islamic tourismTEHRAN TIMES

In his opening 
remarks, the 

Uzbek minister 
asked the 

attendees to 
observe a minute 

of silence in 
honor of the late 
Iranian President 

Ebrahim Raisi 
who was 

martyred in a 
helicopter crash 

last month.

The conference 
also invited the 
Islamic World 
Educational, 

Scientific 
and Cultural 
Organization 
(ICESCO) to 

collaborate with 
the OIC and 

international 
organizations such 

as UN Tourism 
on a revised 

strategy for the 
development 
of sustainable 

cultural tourism in 
the Islamic world.



By Jong-Jin Kim, FAO Assis-
tant Director-General 

Each year, hundreds of millions 
of people are sickened by eating 
unsafe food. Here, in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, the situation can also 
be deadly. According to the latest 
figures, gathered just prior to the 
global pandemic, some 225,000 
people die each year from food-
borne illnesses in Asia and the 
Pacific. That’s more than half of 
the global fatalities. Sadly, near-
ly a third of those who perish, 30 
percent, are children. 

The hazards of unsafe food are 
all around us every day. While 
food poisoning is often caused by 
eating food that has encountered 
traces of human or animal feces 
from contaminated handling or 
surfaces, it can also be caused 
by improper storage. Many street 
markets routinely have food that 
sits out on a hot day, sometimes 
for hours. Food that should be re-
frigerated is not. Eating chicken 
or eggs that are not fully cooked 
can also make us sick. The list is 
long.

Unsafe food is a threat to both 
human health and the economies 
of our countries. Unsafe food dis-
proportionally affects vulnerable 
and marginalized people, espe-
cially women and children, as well 
as populations confronting nat-
ural disasters and conflict. Poor 
handling of food also damages 
global trade leading to further 
food waste, which is unaccept-
able in a world where too many 
people still suffer from hunger. 

But these hazards can, in most 
cases, be overcome by proper 
handling of food, including better 
hygiene practices of those pre-
paring food for consumption, and 
refrigeration of foods that are 
meant to be kept cold or frozen. 
But much more needs to be done.

Governments can strengthen 
their national food control sys-
tems and increase surveillance 
activities, as well as improving 
communication with food busi-
nesses and the public – these 
acts should be an everyday occur-
rence but are particularly import-
ant following a natural disaster 
where food may be contaminated.

There is also a business case 
to be made for improving food 
safety standards in Asia and the 
Pacific, beginning at the source 
where food is produced, to those 
handling the food, and all along 
the value chain until it reaches the 
retailer and consumer.  

Food standards, especially 
those of Codex Alimentarius, en-

sure fair practices in food trade. 
Many countries in this region are 
major producers and exporters 
of food and many more are as-
piring to become key members 
of this group. Along food value 
chains, there are multiple players 
and food changes hands many 
times and goes through sever-
al processing steps. An incident 
can happen at any time and ren-
der the food unsafe. That’s why 
we should always be prepared 
with an adequate response that 
ensures that contaminated food 
does not reach consumers. 

All along the food value chain, 
the private sector can improve its 
food safety management plans 
and share information with each 
other, as well as improving their 
communication with consumers. 
Meantime, consumers, all of us, 
should know how to report or re-
spond to a food safety incident, 
including being mindful of how 
to prepare for the unexpected at 
home and how to react when a 

food safety incident occurs. So, 
we all need to do our part – ev-
eryone is a risk manager when it 
comes to evaluating food safety 
risks in our daily choices. That’s 
what this World Food Safety Day 
is all about.

The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations 
(FAO) and the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) have been work-
ing together for many years to 
provide guidance to our members 
and others, including the private 
sector, on developing and im-
plementing proper and effective 
standards to ensure food is safe 
to eat.

But food safety is everyone’s 
business. In 2019, the first World 
Food Safety Day was marked on 7 
June. Adopted a year earlier by the 
United Nations General Assembly, 
the resolution proclaimed a World 
Food Safety Day would help us all 
to better understand the myri-
ad benefits of safe food, and the 
dangers of food that is not safe. 
World Food Safety Day is a chance 
for everyone to take a moment to 
pay closer attention to something 
many of us take for granted – that 
the food we are eating is safe, 
when unfortunately, here in Asia 
and the Pacific (and other parts 
of the world), sometimes it’s not.  
That’s why this year’s slogan is 
‘Food safety: prepare for the un-
expected.’

On this year’s World Food Safe-
ty Day, 7 June, let’s all work to-
gether to reduce the hazards of 
unsafe foods. Let’s be aware and 
let’s prepare for the unexpected.

TEHRAN – Iran’s scientific and technology 
days conference is scheduled to be held in 
Muscat, Oman, from September 16 to 17.

The two-day conference will include a 
technology exhibition and also specialized 
meetings, IRNA reported.

The exhibition is planned to be held at 
the History of Science Center of the German 
University of Technology in Muscat. The 
specialized sci-tech meetings will be con-
ducted at Sultan Qaboos University with 
the presence of Iranian scientists from 
technology parks.

The participants will also pay a visit to 
technology centers in Muscat.

Moreover, Iranian science and technology 
parks plan to set up 10 pavilions that fea-
ture advancement in robotics; nano-tech-
nology; modern oil and gas technology; 
education; health and medicine, road and 
construction; Information Technology; ag-
riculture and animal husbandry; and trans-
portation industry.

 Science and Technology development
In February, late President Ebrahim Raisi 

said science and technology are the corner-
stones of national development.

The chain of knowledge, research, innova-
tion, and technology ensures sustainable de-
velopment in the country, he added.

The late president made the remarks at 
the ending ceremony of the 36th Khwarizmi 
International Festival, the 24th Khwarizmi 
Youth Award, and the 1st Khwarizmi Innova-
tion and Technology Award, which was held in 
Tehran, IRNA reported.

“Our religious leaders benefited from the 
knowledge and advised the society to learn 
science and wisdom.

They gave a privileged position to wise 
men, scientists, and researchers and always 
encouraged someone who was a person of 
wisdom and thoughtfulness.”

“Our interaction with all nations and gov-
ernments in the world should be for the 
transfer of knowledge and technology, and 
our interaction with all neighboring coun-
tries, in the region and globally, should be 
based on this criterion,” he highlighted.

 Innovation, technology ecosystem
The country’s progressing process of de-

velopment has accelerated with the empha-

sis on the formation of the technology and 
innovation ecosystem and the approval of 
laws for supporting knowledge-based com-
panies and boosting Iran-made products.

Today, we are witnessing the positive ef-
fects of adopting the approach in the econo-
my, culture, and daily life of people.

The Vice Presidency for Science, Technol-
ogy, and Knowledge-Based Economy has 
reported that the sales of knowledge-based 
companies in the fiscal year 1400 (March 
2021-March 2022) hit 4,000 trillion rials 
(about $7 billion) compared to the fiscal year 
1399, an increase of 86 percent year on year.

Improving the scientific level of soci-
ety, achieving high global rankings in the 
number of scientific articles, references, 
and patenting, reducing the illiteracy rate, 
and increasing the number of university 
courses and students are only a part of the 
achievements after the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution.

The total number of knowledge-based 
companies in the country reached 8,368 
companies in the past Iranian calendar year 
(ended March 20), showing a 90 percent 
growth year on year.

“Biotechnology, agriculture, and food in-
dustries”, “high-tech pharmaceuticals and 
products for diagnosis and treatment”, “ad-
vanced materials and products based on 
chemical technologies”, “advanced machin-
ery and equipment”, “devices, and medical 
equipment “, “electricity and electronics”, 
telecommunication”, “information technol-
ogy and computer software”, are the fields 
of activity of the country’s knowledge-based 
companies.

In line with the law enforced on May 24, 
2022, knowledge-based production is a pri-
ority of the government so the plan for pro-
moting knowledge-based products has pro-
gressed well so far.

TEHRAN – The Vice Presidency (VP) for 
Science, Technology and Knowledge-based 
Economy and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) have organized a training ses-
sion for VP directors on child rights.

The training session was held in the last 
week of May, the UNICEF website announced 
in a press release on June 3.

A total of 18 VP directors and experts spe-
cialized in the fields of innovation, artificial 
intelligence (AI), knowledge-based economy, 
and cultural technologies attended the one-
day training.

During the session, the participants gain 
insight into Results Based Management 
(RBM) and UNICEF’s Innovation Strategy.

They also discussed the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC), and the relevant 
corresponding national legislation.

The session also covered government sec-
toral accountabilities, in developing national 
plans that contribute to the identification 
and addressing of the child rights depriva-
tions in the country. 

Following the CRC briefing, several mod-
ules of the RBM were elaborated, underscor-
ing UNICEF’s approach to planning, imple-
mentation, and monitoring of the 2023-2027 
Country Program, which aims to improve the 
delivery of results for children and the re-
alization of the rights of the children in the 
country.

The RBM training put implementation 
planning and monitoring at the front and 
center of program development by provid-
ing insights into implementation strategies, 

work planning, budgeting, risk and change 
management, resource, and progress track-
ing well as outcome and impact monitoring 
as a means of accountability towards chil-
dren. 

The training ended with a brief overview of 
UNICEF’s global innovation strategy, UNICEF’s 
global artificial intelligence guidelines that 
focus on protecting the rights of children 
as well as sharing successful experiences 
of UNICEF innovations in programming with 
and for children. 

MOU to expand innovation ecosystem for 
children, adolescents

On January 27, Amir-Hossein Mirabadi, an 
official with the Vice Presidency, and Robin 
Nandy, the representative of UNICEF in Iran, 
signed a memorandum of understanding to 
develop an innovation ecosystem for children 
and adolescents in the country, IRNA report-
ed.

During the meeting, it was decided to ben-
efit from the participation of all related bod-
ies to achieve tangible results and realize the 
anticipated goals.

One of the most important axes of coop-
eration between the parties is the technol-
ogy exchange and transfer of experiences 
and innovative solutions among Iran and 
other countries with the participation of 
UNICEF.

Expanding the export of knowl-
edge-based products and developing the 
impacts of knowledge-based companies’ 
activities on society and the national econ-
omy are among the government’s priori-
ties, Mirabadi added.

TEHRAN – The mangrove tree, as a wonder 
of the marine environment, offers many ben-
efits to various species including birds, fish, 
crustaceans, and even some terrestrial ani-
mals, and stabilizes the soil, as well.

Mangrove forests are rich ecosystems that 
support the planet and humanity in unique 
ways by providing conditions for fish growth, 
storing carbon, and fighting floods.

They are able to store about 6 to 8 tons of 
carbon per hectare of soil per year.

They contribute to the creation of a com-
plete ecosystem. Above water, mangrove 
trees provide habitat for birds while amphib-
ians and small fish live on their roots.

Mangroves play a crucial role in preserving 
the beach soil and protecting it from erosion.

Turtles, crustaceans such as shrimps and 
crabs, as well as fish take shelter in it to lay 
their eggs.

In addition, the tree is an important feeding 
ground for living creatures, providing wood 
for construction.

Mangrove trees play a vital role in maintain-
ing the ecological balance of the sea coast.

The mangrove tree is a nurturing habitat 
for every seabird and every aquatic creature in 
tropical coastal areas. Moreover, animals such 
as camels and sheep rely on the leaves of the 
tree as a food source when there is no pasture 
in the desert.

One of the unique habitats of mangroves is 
located in Iran.

There are 107 species of mangroves, two 
of which grow in the country, called Hara and 
Chandel.

Mangrove forests in Iran mostly consist of 
the Avicenna marina, known as Hara, named 
after the 11th-century great Iranian scientist 
Avicenna or Abu-Ali-Sina.

In Iran, the Hara forest area covers more 
than 27 thousand hectares.

The forests spread from Nayband Bay in the 
southwestern Bushehr province to Govater 
Bay in the southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan 
province on the coast of the Sea of Oman.

More than 90 percent of these forests, both 
in terms of quality and quantity, are located 
in the southern Hormozgan province, such as  
Khamir Port and Qeshm Island, although there 
is a part in the Khor Azini site, in Sirik county 
in Hormozgan, which hosts rhizophora mucro-
nata species, Chandel.

Challenges facing Hara
In 1972, mangrove-covered lands were na-

tionally managed as protected areas.
 In 1976, it was accepted and registered as a 

biosphere reserve.
In 1977, the pristine areas of mangrove for-

ests, flower gardens, and streams in the Strait 
of Khuran were registered as important wet-
lands of international value (Ramsar site).

The RAMSAR Convention, an international 
treaty, was adopted in 1971. Ramsar Wetlands 
are sites inscribed on the List of Wetlands of 
International Importance (the “Ramsar List”) 
under the Convention on Wetlands.

Controlling coastal erosion means prevent-
ing the destruction of beaches against waves 
and storms, stabilizing sedimentation, and 
preventing its movement with a special root 
system. Protecting coral reefs is an import-
ant feature of the mangrove forest in main-
taining the biodiversity of the region, and the 
mangrove forest provides the habitat needs of 
aquatic animals so that many aquatic species 
spend their initial stages of growth and repro-
duction in these forests.

While according to the existing laws, any 
destruction and pollution of the wetland are 
prohibited and the forest areas of the country 
cannot be handed over to natural and legal 
persons, the Khorbardestan Dayyer wetland 
and its mangrove forests are facing serious 
danger due to the construction of roads and 
the establishment of the shrimp breeding site.

The environmental activists of the region 
say that such an action and the creation of any 
structure will prevent fresh water from reach-
ing the mangrove forests and will lead to its 
depletion. The construction in the tidal range 
of the mangrove zone should be stopped and 
we should not cause the migration of birds 
from the area forever.
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Muscat to host Iran’s sci-tech  
days conference

Iran, UNICEF conduct training  
session on child rights

 

20% of areas in Iran at high risk 
of flood

Twenty percent of areas across Iran are highly prone to flooding, 
Khosro Shahbazi, head of the Forests, Range, and Watershed Manage-
ment Organization (FRWMO), has said.

“Precipitation in Iran is one-third of the world’s average, as the 
country is located in a dry and fragile region where we experience 11 
millimeters decrease in precipitation each 10 years and an increase in 
evaporation of more than 50 millimeters every year,” he explained, ISNA 
reported.

Rainfall fluctuations usually lead to flood and devastation, so a com-
prehensive planning for watershed management and flood control is 
required, he noted.

با خطر سیل  ایران جزو مناطق  بیست درصد 
خیزی بالا است

سرپرست سازمان جنگلها، مراتع و آبخیزداری می گوید ۲۰ درصد ایران 
جزو مناطق با خطر سیل خیزی بالا است.

به گزارش روز جمعه ایسنا، خسرو شهبازی افزود: میزان بارش در کشور 
ما یک سوم متوسط آن در دنیا است و از نظر جغرافیایی در منطقه ای 
خشک و شکننده واقع شده‌ایم که هر ۱۰ سال با ۱۱ میلیمتر کاهش بارش 
و بیش از ٥٠ میلیمتر افزایش تبخیر و تعرق مواجه هستیم که همه منجر 
به این شده که بارش‌ها در منطقه ما سیلابی و ویرانگر باشد، به همین 
خاطر نیازمند برنامه ریزی جامع برای مدیریت حوضه‌های آبخیز و کنترل 

سیلاب‌ها هستیم.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Asia-Pacific must do better to 
address poor food safety standards

Mangrove, the wonder of marine habitats
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TEHRAN-Five Iranian films have won awards at 
the 3rd annual Golden FEMI Film Festival that was 
held in Sofia, Bulgaria, on June 1.

The Best Picture Award went to “Motherless,” 
debut feature film by Seyyed Morteza Fatemi, the 
Historical Excellence in Storytelling Award was 
given to “Killing A Traitor,” the latest film by the 
veteran filmmaker Masoud Kimiai, and the Best 
Documentary Award was presented to “All the 
Eyes” directed by Mohammad Abedi.

Moreover, “Kal Fatemeh” by Mahdi Zamanpoor 
Kiasari and “Echo” by Zahra Khorshidi Paji received 
honorable mentions from the festival. 

“Motherless” is about an educated, middle-
aged couple, Amir Ali and Marjan, who lead a quiet 
life. 

When Marjan insists on renting a womb and a 
surrogate mother enters their life, unintentionally 
they go through different tests and face moral 
dilemmas.

Amir Aghai, Mitra Hajjar, Pejman Jamshidi, and 
Pardis Pourabedini are among the cast of the 
84-minute film that was made in 2022.

“Motherless” has so far won several awards 

including Best Film Award at Dhaka International 
Film Festival 2023, Best Narrative Feature Film 
Award at Crossing the Screen Film Festival 2023, 
Best Film Award at the Asian Competition of 
Bengaluru International Film Festival 2023, Best 
Director Award at Rainbow International Film 
Festival in 2023, and Best Foreign Language Film 
Award at Wales IFF 2023.

“Killing A Traitor” narrates a story about the 
time when the Iranian Oil Industry was to be 
nationalized. When the Iranian government faced 
budget deficits due to the fact that the entire 
world stopped acquiring oil from the country, 
Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh asked the 
people for support. To help the Prime Minister, a 
group of university students decided to rob the 
National Bank of Iran.

Amir Aghai, Poulad Kimiai, Mehran Modiri, 
Farhad Aeish, Sara Bahrami, Narges Mohammadi, 
Pante’a Bahram, Reza Yazdani, and Sam 
Derakhshani play in the 120-minute film that was 
made in 2022.

“All the Eyes” is the story of the lives of children 
whose geographical determinism has created 
obstacles for them to achieve their dreams. 

Children who live in one of the deprived areas of 
the country: Kotij, a city of 6,000 people in Sistan-
Baluchestan Province in the southeast of Iran.

“Kal Fatemeh” is a 56-minute documentary 
about a woman with a speech impediment who 
lives on her own farm in the north of Iran, away 
from the village with her two sons. 

She runs the farm and rears cattle for a living, 
meeting many challenges. She grieves over her 
daughter’s situation, as she has had an unhappy 
past.“Echo” is an award-winning 6-minute 
animation, produced on an environmental theme 
and a global view toward it.

Golden FEMI Film Festival aims to develop a 
dynamic and vital artistic, critical environment 
and public dialogue to create and attract new 
audiences, to ensure accessibility and democracy 
in the presentation of the audiovisual arts, 
including and underrepresented groups or those 
with specific needs.

The festival seeks to promote directors, 
screenwriters, cinematographers, sound 
engineers, and editors to create international co-
productions.

TEHRAN-Two music albums by Iranian 
musicians are among the best albums selected 
by Songlines in its May issue, a British magazine 
that covers music from traditional and popular to 
contemporary and fusion, featuring artists from 
around the globe.

“The Sky is the Same Color Everywhere” by 
Iranian kamancheh (spike fiddle) virtuoso Kayhan 
Kalhor and Malian kora player Toumani Diabaté 
is the winner of the fusion music at the 16th 
Songlines Music Awards, chosen by the readers 
and critics. “Luka” by Mohsen Sharifian has 
also been selected as one of the top 10 Bagpipe 
Albums.

“The Sky is the Same Color Everywhere” has 
been described in the magazine as “almost an 
hour of spontaneous stringed magic.” Both Kalhor 
and Diabaté have done numerous collaborations, 
but this Iran-meets-West Africa project was a 
first for them. 

The bowed kamancheh (although Kalhor 
frequently plucks his instrument) and plucked 
kora weave around each other creating a 
continuously evolving tapestry. 

“Toumani and I come from different places 
but are producing one thing – united rather than 
divided,” Kalhor said about the collaboration. 
“We are all living in the same world. That 
is the message.”The two musicians came 
together in 2016 at the Morgenland Festival in 
Osnabrück, Germany, which specializes in new 
collaborations like this. They had no preparation 
except for a sound check and the piece evolved 
spontaneously. Both performers come from 
musical cultures where improvisation plays a 
major role, and that is clearly why it works so well 

and sounds so organic. The recording was made 
in Paris after a handful of concerts following on 
from Morgenland; the improvisatory feeling is 
still fresh.

“The Sky is the Same Color Everywhere” takes 
its title from the poem “Ballad of the Wayfarer” 
by Iran’s Mehdi Akhavan-Sales (1929-1990). With 
migration an increasing problem in the world, 
the idea of being united rather than divided is 
increasingly important. “Kayhan and I may be 
from different countries, but we’re coming from 
the same place.” Toumani said.

Kalhor, 60, is one of Iran’s acclaimed artists. 
After studying music in Rome, he moved to 
Canada, where he graduated from the music 
program at Carleton University in Ottawa.

A master of kamancheh, he is widely known 
for his stirring improvisations, exquisite 
compositions, and extensive collaboration with 
international artists including Chinese American 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, New York based string quartet 
Brooklyn Rider, American string band Kronos 
Quartet, Argentinean composer Osvaldo Golijov, 
Turkish musician and singer Erdal Erzincan, and 
many other orchestras around the world.

Kalhor has composed works for and played 
alongside the famous Iranian traditional vocalists 
Mohammad Reza Shajarian and Shahram Nazeri. 
He has also composed and performed with the 
Indian sitar player Shujaat Husain Khan and 
Indian tabla player Swapan Chaudhuri in the 
group Ghazal.Mohsen Sharifian’s “Luka,” released 
in 2022 by Zang Records, features Lian Band, 
Okolou Faramarzi, and Aka Safavi.

Born in the Southern Iranian province of 
Bushehr, multi-instrumentalist and composer 
Mohsen Sharifian is among the Iranian most 
important artists when it comes to preserving 
and promoting traditional folk music. His ney-
anb?n bagpipe, plays a prominent role on this 
wonderfully evocative set, where clashing 
hand percussion rhythms circle underneath 
intoxicating melodies and drones.

Bushehri music is an offshoot of ‘bandari’ 
(literally meaning ‘of the port’) music, common 
in the southern coastal areas around the Persian 
Gulf. Sharifian together with Lian Band has 
performed around the world, from the U.S. to the 
Far East.

Frome Page 1   from homes being 
unjustly demolished to settlers 
burning olive trees and getting away 
with murder. 

“The Teacher” follows Palestinian 
teacher Basem (Saleh Bakri), who 
acts as a father figure to two of 
his students, Yacoub (Mahmoud 
Bakri) and Adam (Muhammad 
Abed El Rahman), amidst turmoil 
in the West Bank. Upon meeting 
British volunteer social worker Lisa 
(Imogen Poots) at his school, Basem 
struggles to reconcile his risky 
commitment to political resistance 
and his emotional support for 
Yacoub and Adam with the chance of 
a new romantic relationship.

Real-life inspiration
In an interview with the Tehran 

Times, Nabulsi explained that the story 
itself is the accumulation of various 
real-life events that have taken place 
in militarily occupied and colonized 
Palestine, coupled with her visual and 
verbal imagination as a filmmaker.

“Despite being born, raised and 
educated in the UK, my heritage on 
both my parents’ sides is very much 
Palestinian,” she highlighted.

The director mentioned that the 
story of the film was inspired by the 
painful memories of the Palestinians. 
“Over the years I’ve met with and 
had numerous conversations with 
Palestinians who have experienced 
first-hand many of the absurd and 
cruel things that also inspired the 
screenplay and take place in the film, 
some of which I’ve even witnessed 
myself.”

“Such as the home demolitions, 
the Palestinian child prisoners in 
Israeli military detention, and Israeli 
settler vandalism and violence,” 
Nabulsi added.

In part of the story, U.S. attorney 
Simon Cohen (Stanley Townsend) 
and his wife Rachel have flown into 
the region after their Israeli army 
soldier son Nathaniel was kidnapped 
by Palestinian resistance fighters.

It’s a sub-plot inspired by former 
Israeli regime soldier Gilad Shalit 
who was held captive for over five 
years. Nabulsi said one of the stories 
she came across during her travels 
to Palestine is the story of Gilad 
Shalit. He was an Israeli occupation 
soldier who was captured in 2006 
by Palestinian freedom fighters, 
and was released in 2011 as part of 
a historic prisoner exchange deal for 
1,027 Palestinian prisoners.

The director remembered when 
she first heard this story. She 
thought, “Wow! – one person for 
over 1,000 others! What a crazy 
imbalance in value for human life.”

Lived experiences 
Basem is a lonely English language 

teacher working at a school filled 
with boys who have been brutally 
held in Israeli detention centers. 
One of those boys is Yacoub; a teen 
whose innocence was lost after 
being imprisoned for throwing 

stones at a protest.

Flashbacks to Basem’s personal 
family tragedy paint a deeper 
portrait of the too-frequent familial 
loss felt by Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation. His 16-year-old son was 
arrested alongside Yacoub but was 
tried as an adult by an Israeli court 
and given a sentence of eight years.

“In terms of Basem El-Saleh, the 
teacher himself, he is someone who 
is not perfect; he is dealing with so 
much pain and loss and is looking 
for a way to forgive himself for what 
happened to his son,” said Nabulsi.

The director of “The Teacher” 
explained that she wanted Basem to 
be someone the audience could get 
really close to; so close they could 
almost hear his heart beating. 

“I wanted you to understand him 
as a real person, in a way that might 
encourage you to look at the current 
circumstances and the average 
Palestinian man differently to how the 
media presents things,” she noted.

Nabulsi also mentioned 
the influence of her own lived 
experiences in the creation of “Lisa”, a 
British social worker.  “When writing 
a story, you go where your creativity 
takes you – but I think no matter 
what you will always be influenced 
consciously or subconsciously by 
your own lived experiences.”

The director stated that she has 
spent a lot of time on the ground 
in Palestine and she can say that 
all across the West Bank (and 
especially Jerusalem), there are a 
lot of internationals present there, 
whether they are with an NGO, 
the UN, volunteers, international 
observers, or tourists even. 

“I know a number of real-life Lisa’s 
and so I like that she is a “way into the 
film” for some people,” Nabulsi added.

Emotional challenges

Set and filmed in the West Bank, 
“The Teacher” is built upon a strong 
sense of place, both physical and, in 
terms of generational loss, historical.

Nabulsi told the Tehran Times about 
the difficulties of shooting in the West 

Bank. She pointed out that, other 
than the usual practical and logistical 
toils and turbulences of making an 
independent film – tight budgets, 
locations not working out at the last 
minute, running out of time, and so 
on – when shooting in the West Bank 
of Palestine, you also have the ongoing 
settler colonization and military 
occupation taking place in real time 
around you to contend with.

This presents issues like Israeli 
checkpoints or roads being outright 
closed, which is very frustrating in 
the filmmaking process.

Oscar-nominated filmmaker 
mentioned that the biggest 
challenge for her was the mental 
and emotional one. “You’re making a 
film where the story is set in a harsh 
reality, while shooting in that reality, 
with that reality unfolding around 
you in real time. It’s quite convoluted. 
Like during the start of our shooting 
period, illegal Israeli settlers were 
burning olive trees in the nearby 
village of Burin, where the teacher is 
actually from in the film. The burning 
of the olive groves is something that 
also takes place in the story itself.”

The director of “The Teacher” 
said Israeli regime even started to 
drop bombs on Gaza again at one 
point during production, which 
really heightens tensions all over 
Palestine even if they were filming in 
the West Bank.“For me the challenge 
was more the mental and emotional 
toll of taking all this in, while trying 
to remain upbeat, make a film in 
that environment, continue to lead 
as a director, but also deal with the 
pressure of doing those injustices 
taking place in reality around us, 
justice in the film itself.”

Nabulsi mentioned another 
example of these mental challenges, 
which was finding a couple and their 
six young children one morning at 5 
am on her way to the film set, standing 
on the side of the road in front of the 
rubble of their freshly demolished 
home; something that the director 
said has been portrayed in the film.

A 30-year wait 
Nabulsi’s 2020 short “The 

Present”, which also starred Bakri 
and similarly explored similar 
tensions in The Occupied Territories, 
was nominated for an Oscar and won 
a BAFTA. 

The director stated the whole 
journey of “The Present” from 
its initial premiere at Clermont-
Ferrand, to all the Jury and Audience 
awards and then finally the Oscar 
nomination and the BAFTA win 
provided momentum for “The 
Teacher” and its success so far.

She mentioned that since COVID-19 
was happening throughout much of 
that time period, the many months 
of lockdown allowed her the space 
and time to write “The Teacher” and 
have it ready. Therefore, she was able 
to take advantage of the momentum 
from “The Present”. 

“The most defining moment that 
felt wonderful, but I didn’t realize 
just how important it was at the 
time in terms of propelling “The 
Present”, was the Audience Award 
at Clermont-Ferrand, where the film 
had its World Premiere,” said Nabulsi.

The Oscar-nominated filmmaker 
has, in general, received wonderful 
reactions from Palestinians who 
have seen “The Teacher” so far.

Nabulsi told the Tehran Times 
about the most unique experience 
she had regarding the Palestinian 
response to the film. 

“The most meaningful moment 
for me was when a Palestinian man, 
originally from Gaza, stood up during 
a Q&A session, thanked me from the 
bottom of his heart and said that he 
had been waiting 30 years to see 
a film like this! That touched me in 
the deepest way, especially at a time 
like this as we witness the ongoing 
genocide in Gaza.”

“The Teacher” poses considerable 
questions about the systemic 
oppression of Palestinians, the 
occupation of Palestine, and how 
easily violence begets violence when 
history keeps repeating. There’s also 
criticism directed at U.S. lawmakers’ 
permissive attitude about Israeli 
regime behavior.
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