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o % blacklists IRGC
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TEHRAN- As Israel’s saber-rattling against
Lebanon’s Hezbollah heats up, the regime’s
vulnerability in case of a possible full-blown
conflict with the resistance movement is
thrust into the public spotlight.

An lIsraeli official has warned that Hez-
bollah can make Israel “uninhabitable in 72
hours”.

The head of the company responsible for
planning Israel’s electrical systems made the
comment on Thursday.

“We are not in a good situation, and we are
not prepared for a real war. We are living in a
fantasy,” Shaul Goldstein, who leads Israel’s
Independent System Operator Ltd, known by
its Hebrew initials NOGA, was cited as saying
by Israeli media.

He added, “We cannot promise electricity
if there is a war in the north. After 72 hours
without electricity, it will be impossible to
live here. We are not prepared for a real war”

Goldstein was responding to a question
on whether he could guarantee continuous
power in an emergency scenario if Israel
goes to direct war with Hezbollah. » Page 5

More Israeli
casualties in Gaza

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - The Israeli occupation forces
(IOF) confirmed on Friday that two sergeants
were killed during battles in the Gaza Strip,
while eight others were injured, three of
whom sustained serious injuries.

Both of the Israeli officers killed were from
the Alexandroni Brigade’s 9203rd Battalion,
based in Tel Aviv. They died after coming un-
der a motor attack in central Gaza.

With these latest casualties, the death
toll of Israeli soldiers (announced by Israeli
media under strict censorship) has risen to
664, while thousands of others have been
wounded since the start of the genocidal war
on Gaza on October 7, 2023.

Data from the Israeli Ministry of Securi-
ty reveals the number of disabled soldiers
since October 7, 2023, who are being treat-
ed in rehabilitation departments, exceeded
70,000 for the first time, after 8,663 wound-
ed soldiers enrolled in medical programs.

Information from the Israeli Medical Con-
ference shows that more than 1,000 wound-
ed soldiers are admitted every month for
treatment in rehabilitation departments,
and that 35% of the disabled in the occupa-
tion army suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder.

The Palestinian resistance continues to
inflict heavy human losses on the IOF in vari-
ous battlefronts. » Page 5
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Diplomat

Hossein Amir Abdollahian 1964-2024

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor-in-Chief

Following Iran’s missile and drone strikes against Israel,
codenamed “True Promise” a prominent European foreign
minister contacted Amir Abdollahian expressing distress
over the attacks and their impact on his sleep. In response,
Amir Abdollahian pointed out that the defenseless people
in Gaza have been under relentless bombardment for six
months, resulting in the deaths of thousands of women
and children, and questioned why such crimes had not

TEHRAN - The world of diplomacy lost
a shining star on that fateful day when
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the foreign
minister, tragically perished in a helicop-
ter crash in northwest Iran.

Throughout his career, Amir Abdollahi-
an dedicated his life to active engagement
in international affairs, accumulating val-
uable experiences and insights into Iran’s
capabilities, the evolving dynamics of the
international system, and regional condi-

disturbed his sleep.

tions.

Known for his exceptional diplomatic
skills, he had a deep understanding of re-
gional developments and was recognized
for his ethical conduct, humility, and tire-
less dedication.

One of the remarkable aspects of Amir
Abdollahian’s diplomatic career was his
warm and close relationships with lead-
ers and supporters of the resistance front
both inside and outside Iran. His mutual

trust with key figures in the region and
beyond underscored his competence as a
diplomat.

Amir Abdollahian’s active approach to-
ward the ongoing Israeli atrocities and
massacre in Gaza highlighted his commit-
ment to supporting the oppressed. He be-
came a voice for the innocent children in
Gaza, whose plight often goes unnoticed
by the Western world.

» Page 16 / Spesial issue

TEHRAN - Canada’s recent decision to
designate a major branch of Iran’s military as
a “terrorist organization” has been met with
a strong rebuke from the Iranian side, which
says it reserves the right to reciprocate with
a “proper” response.

“Listing the IRGC builds on the Govern-
ment of Canada’s broader efforts to ensure
that there is no impunity for Iran’s unlawful
actions and its support of terrorism. Our
government will always promote human
rights and take action against those seeking
to disrupt our way of life, here in Canada and
around the world,” wrote Dominic LeBlanc,
Canada’s Minister of Public Safety, on X after
his government’s decision was announced.

The Canadian minister, one of the main
advocates of designating the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist entity,
is believed to be extremely close to Israel.
He has backed the regime’s ongoing killing
campaign in Gaza multiple times in the past
months, saying Israel has the “right to de-
fend itself”

Ottawa’s decision to blacklist the Islam-
ic Revolution Gauds Corps (IRGC) follows a
similar move by the United States five years
ago, » Page 2

Acting president
opens major railway
in northern Iran

TEHRAN - Iran put into operation its third
mega rail project that connects the north-
ern city of Rasht to the Anzali Free Trade and
Industry Zone on the Caspian Sea shore on
Thursday.

The opening ceremony of the major railway
project was attended by Acting President Mo-
hammad Mokhber and Minister of Transport
and Urban Development Mehrdad Bazrpash.

The new railway line will allow direct
freight transport from the Caspian Sea to
the Persian Gulf via the country’s existing
railway network.

Khairullah Khademi, CEO of the company
specializing in the construction and devel-
opment of the Iran’s transportation infra-
structure said that this rail route is the last
section of the North-South Sea Corridor.

The load-carrying capacity of this rail line
is a maximum of seven million tons, and its
passenger-carrying capacity is 600,000
people, Khademi added.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremo-
ny Bazrpash said the transit of goods from
the country increased 55 percent in the first
three months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March-May 2024) compared to the
same period last year.

The minister added that the administration
of the late Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
made round-the-clock efforts for the comple-
tion of the Rasht-Caspian Rail project.» Page 4

Official highlights
Tehran-Moscow sister-
city agreement at BRICS

Tourism Forum

MOSCOW - Evgeny Kozlov, the first deputy
head of the Moscow Mayor and Government
Office as well as the chairman of the Moscow
City Tourism Committee, has said the sister-
city agreement between Tehran and Moscow
can greatly boost the partnership between
the two sides in the tourism area.

“Itis a two-step strategy. Firstly, you
should have the partnership in official level.
Next step, you should have the partnership
with tourism firm. So, the two-step strategy
is a winning strategy,” Kozlov said at the first
BRICS Tourism Forum which was held in the
Russian Capital on Friday, June 21.

In response to a question raised by the
Tehran Times on whether the Moscow Tourism
Committee have signed agreements or have
any future plans like sister-city » Page 6
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Candidates talk
economic policies
in 2nd televised
debate

By Mona Hojat Ansari

¥ TEHRAN - The six candidates
W running for president in the
June 28 vote appeared on TV for
A the second time on Thursday to
= discuss their plans and policies

| for Iran's economy, which has

r been under straddling pressure
in the past few years due to USS.
sanctions.

l  Reformist candidate Masoud

d Pezeshkian fell short of providing
i concrete and detailed policy

S proposals, instead resorting to his
| previous refrain of “not being an
economist” as an explanation for
== the lack of specifics. » Page 3

Lahore hosts Iran-

Pakistan business forum

TEHRAN - The Pakistani city of Lahore
hosted a meeting to explore the opportunities
to increase trade volume between Iran and
Pakistan to $10 billion, a target that was
agreed upon during the last visit of the
late Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi to the
neighboring country.

The Thursday meeting was attended by
ambassadors of Iran and Pakistan, as well
as officials from the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI),
to explore opportunities to increase trade
volume between the two countries to the $10
billion.

At the outset of the meeting, Pakistani
officials and traders discussed the obstacles
hampering business activities between the
two nations. These included the lack of banking
channels, the necessity of building a gas pipeline
from Iran to Pakistan, the implementation of a
barter mechanism, » Page 4
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The world admits that Iran’s nuclear

activity is peaceful

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial to the
report of the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) and wrote: In recent
days, numerous news and reports have been
published about the increasing tendency of
the possessors of nuclear weapons to expand
these weapons, and this is a big alarm for the
security of the world. The institute is worried
about the increase of nuclear approaches in the
world, while the name of the Islamic Republic
of Iran is not mentioned in its alleged list. This
is an acknowledgment of the peaceful nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities. This is because in
recent weeks, the Westerners in the form of
the European troika, as well as those present
at the Group of 7 meetings, have made false
and repeated claims centered on Iran’s nuclear
threat. By making nuclear lies against Iran, the
West seeks to accuse Tehran and exonerate
the Zionist regime from international protests
against the crime and genocide in Gaza, because
the West has not reacted to the Zionists’
repeated threats to use nuclear weapons
against Gaza.

Arman-e-Emrooz:
with America?

Arman-e-Emrooz dealt with the trip of Ali
Bagheri, the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs,
to visit and discuss with high-ranking Qatari
officials. The paper said: It was said that
consultation and exchange of views with the
Qatari authorities regarding the end of the war
in Gaza and quick assistance to the residents
of Gaza are at the top of the discussion and
exchange of views during Bagheri’s trip to Doha,
but it seems that the issue of negotiations with
America has been raised once again. According
to unofficial reports, negotiations between Iran
and the United States have begun in the fourth
phase, and it seems that the first axis of these
negotiations is to reduce tension in the region,
the second axis is to prevent an increase in
tension, especially between Israel and Lebanon,
and the third axis is to reduce tension with the
Yemeni Houthis. Bagheri’s hasty trip to Doha
seems to be related to unofficial movements
to reduce the tension desired by Iran and the
United States in the region. It seems that both
America and Tehran are worried about the
tension level between Hezbollah and the Zionist
regime getting out of control, and the next few
hours will determine where the situation in the
region is going to go?!

Exchanging messages

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Presidential diplomacy is
a unique model for the 14th government

The outstanding performance of the 13th
government in foreign policy opened many
doors for Iran not only in the economic field but
also in the security and political fields. Some
foreign leaders and officials came to Tehran to
participate in the funeral ceremony of martyr
Raisi and Amir Abdollahian, who had no official
relationship with Iran in the past 40 years, and
this was due to their diplomacy. This diplomacy
made the leaders and officials of these countries
travel to Iran for respect. A multifaceted view of
diplomacy instead of a one-dimensional approach
of looking at the West and its special importance
to the economy in diplomacy showed the high
power of this government in the field of foreign
policy. For success in this field, the head of the
14th government must put the foreign policy of
the 13th government at the top of his work, and
following it will be one of the requirements for the
success of the future government. It was a unique
foreign policy that promoted the dignity of Islamic
Iran and guaranteed the national interests of our
country.

Ham Mihan: The path of interaction between
Iran and Russia

In a commentary, Ham Mihan addressed the
way forward in the interaction between Iran and
Russia and said: According to some experts, Amir
Abdollahian, the late foreign minister, played a
significant role in consolidating Tehran’s relations
with Moscow. After Russia attacked Ukraine,
Tehranincreased defense cooperation with Russia,
and in return, Tehran received three squadrons of
training aircraft. On the other hand, as a trend, any
new interaction between Tehran and Moscow is
usually more media hype. One of these examples
is the multibillion-dollar contract in Iran’s oil and
gas industry, which has no significant progress. In
this regard, the construction of the Rasht-Astara
railway has not been completed yet. Considering
Tehran's anti-Western positions, it is unlikely that
the new Iranian president will change Tehran’s
position towards the West, which means that
Moscow's engagement with Tehran will potentially
increase. However, this increased relationship
will not necessarily lead to the quick completion
of joint projects due to bureaucratic obstacles
and delays. The fate of the joint projects will not
change even if the new president follows Raisi’'s
position with a trip to Moscow.

Prominent Iranian cleric slams distortion
of Quranic verses by ex-FM

TEHRAN - A leading Iranian cleric and head
of the Islamic Development Organization
has strongly criticized former Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif for
misrepresenting verses of the Holy Quran in a
recent TV appearance.

On Tuesday, Zarif showed up to a televised
roundtable as an advisor to Presidential
candidate Masoud Pezeshkian. When pressed
about Washington’s withdrawal from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) the
former top diplomat who signed the failed pact
in 2015 referred to specific verses from Surah
Al-Anfal to argue that Tehran should try to turn
a blind eye to Washington’s violations of its
commitments.

Quran’s verse 8:56 is an opening to a series
of verses that speak on parties violating
their pacts with Prophet Muhammad (PBU).
The succeeding verses say the Prophet
must “terminate” his treaties with violators,
“encounter them in battle” and face them off
with “cavalry”

During his appearance on TV, Zarif skipped
the next five verses and cited 8:61 which tells
the Prophet to “make peace” with enemies if
they are “inclined” towards peace.

Islamic scholars have pointed out that Zarif’s
second mentioned verse is irrelevant to the
first one.

The former foreign minister's seemingly
deliberate distortion of the Holy Quran was
met with a strong rebuke from Hujjat al-
Islam Mohammad Qomi, head of the Islamic

Development Organization (IDO).

“The interpretation that has been presented
is peculiar, indecent, and inaccurate. We never
anticipated such arapid distortion of the Quran.
To rationalize your errors, you have resorted
to distorting and misrepresenting the Quran.
We hope that individuals like Mr. Pezeshkian
will refer to specialists, as he typically prefers
to do. Therefore, in light of this incorrect
interpretation of the Quran, it is important
to seek guidance from Quranic experts. If you
believe that interpretation is unnecessary, then
at the very least, ensure that you accurately
read the translated text of the Quranic verses!”
said Hujjat al-Islam Qomi in a video address.

The JCPOA signed by Iran, the U.S,, Britain,
France, Germany, China, and Russia, limited
Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for the
termination of sanctions. The deal fell apart
when in 2018, Washington announced its
withdrawal and re-imposed heavy sanctions
against Iran. European signatories to the
JCPOA have also stopped all trade with Iran
despite not officially leaving the pact.

Zarif has been criticized for compromising
on Iran’s nuclear capabilities without receiving
reliable guarantees from the West. Despite
Western states’ complete and utter shunning
of their commitments, the former top diplomat
believes Iran should revive the JCPOA in its
initial form without pushing too much for
guarantors.

Zarif has thrown his support behind
Pezeshkian for the June 28 presidential
elections.

Tensions rise to unprecedented
levels as Canada blackllsts IRGC

From page 1 » which was also
believed to have occurred under
Israel’s heavy influence on former
U.S. President Donald Trump. The
hostile act by Canada is likely to
pile pressure on European states,
which have resisted the regime’s
push to dangerously escalate
tensions with Iran for the past
few years.

The IRGC contains some of the
most elite forces of the Iranian
military, including the Quds Force.

The unit spearheaded the
fight against Daesh terrorists in
Irag and Syria in the 2010s and
successfully prevented the terror
outfit's spread to the rest of the
world.

‘Canada just gifted Israel’

Iran’s acting Foreign Minister
condemned Canada’s malicious
move on Thursday, describing it
as a senseless gift to the Israeli
regime, terrorists, and enemies of
peace and stability in West Asia.

“Canada’s unlawful act of
declaring an integral part of
the official military force of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, which
has played an irreplaceable role
in defending the national security
and territorial integrity of dear
Iran, protecting the security
and stability of the region,
and confronting the terrorism
by Daesh, was malicious and
violates the principles and rules
of international law,” Ali Bageri
expressed on X.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Spokesman  Nasser  Kanaani
issued a statement on the same

government of trying to meddle
in the West Asian country’s
internal affairs.

“Canada’s imprudent decision is

“Canada’s
hostile move
goes against

the recognized
principles of
international
law.”

a hostile move that runs counter
to the recognized principles of
international law, including non-
interference in the internal affairs
of countries, and it constitutes
an example of violating Iran’s
national sovereignty,’ he
said. “This irresponsible and
provocative move is in line with
the wrong path that the Canadian
government has taken for more
than a decade under the influence
of warmongers and true violators

sponsors of terrorism,” he added.

Kanaani noted that the
Canadian move will have no
impact on the capabilities of the
IRGC and that Ottawa should
await a “proper response” to its
illegal act of blacklisting an entity
enshrined in Iran’s Constitution.

‘Supporter of  terrorism
labeling others as terrorists’

The secretary of Iran’s High
Council for Human Rights was
another Iranian official to react to
the news, pointing out the irony in
Canada’s blacklisting of the IRGC
when the country itself is serving
as a safe haven for one of the
most notorious terrorist groups
in history.

“We vehemently condemn
the hostile measure by Canada,
Kazem Gharibabadi wrote in a
poston X.

“It is a bitter irony that the
country, which is, itself, among the
major violators of the human rights
and a supporter of terrorism, has
placed the name of the Corps,

guarding the national security and
confronting terrorism in the region,
in [its] self-proclaimed terrorist
list” he added.

Canada is home to hundreds
of Mujahedin-e-Khalg terrorists,
whom it refuses to repatriate and
allows to hold annual gatherings
on Canadian soil.

The MKO has massacred
over 17,000 Iranian officials and
civilians since the 1980s, boasting
that it would do it all over again if
a chance is granted.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
summoned the [talian
ambassador to Tehran, the

protector of Canada’s interests,
to deliver its strong demarche on
Thursday.

The Italian ambassadorassured
that she would promptly raise the
issue with Canadian officials.

‘Against UN Charter’

Abbas Kadkhodaei, a member
of Iran’s Guardian Council also
reacted to the Canadian move,
describing it as a hostile act.

“Canada’s hostile act against
IRGC contradicts UN Charter
and international law. Canada
has forgotten that IRGC - as
an official military institution
enshrined in Constitution- has a
specific legal status,” he wrote in
aposton X.

He added, “Certainly, this could
lead to international response.
Listing IRGC as a ‘terror entity’ is
against international peace and

day, accusing the Canadian

of human rights and the main

which bears responsibility for

security and entire Iran nation.”

‘Illegal robbery’: Iran condemns U.S. auction of
Venezuela’s Citgo oil firm

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry has
condemned the US. court-ordered auction
of shares in Venezuela’s Citgo Petroleum
Corporation, callingitaviolation of international
law.

In a statement released Wednesday night,
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Nasser Kanaani
denounced themove as anillegal confiscation
and sale of Venezuelan assets, describing it as
an act of revenge for Venezuela’s successful

resistance against U.S. sanctions.

“The courageous and intelligent resistance
and persistence of Venezuela against the
cruel unilateral sanctions of the U.S., which
foiled the political schemes of the White
House in international circles against
Venezuela, prompted Washington to exact
revenge on Caracas and steal the property of
the Latin American country that belongs to
the Venezuelan people,” Kanaani stated.

He reaffirmed Iran’s unwavering support
for the Venezuelan government and people in
their defense of their rights.

The auction, initiated on Monday, could
see Venezuela’s 113-year-old oil refiner,
Citgo, placed in the hands of U.S. rivals or
investors. The Houston-based refiner is
legally owned by Venezuelan major energy
company PDVSA. It reportedly registered

a $2.8 billion profit last year and could be
valued at $13 billion.

While Venezuelan officials, including Vice
President Delcy Rodriguez, have denounced
the auction as a “robbery” and vowed not to
recognize any “fraudulent transaction,” the
U.S. court has proceeded with the sale.

Caracas stated that it will adopt “all
measures at its disposal to prevent the final
consummation of the seizure of Citgo” and
reserves the right to take action against
those who acquire, facilitate, or negotiate the
shares of the PDVSA subsidiary.

Washington believes it is free to do what
it wants with the oil firm, as it recognizes a
“parallel government” established by former
opposition leader Juan Guaido as Venezuela’s
state, rather than the elected government of
Nicolas Maduro.

Iran sounds alarm on weapomzatlon of ICT

TEHRAN - At a Security Council high-level
debate on evolving threats in cyberspace,
convened by the Republic of Korea, Iran’s
Ambassador and Permanent Representative
to the United Nations acknowledged that

while information and communications
technology  (ICT) presents numerous
opportunities, it also introduces ever-
evolving threats.

Amir Saeed Iravani called on states to
refrain from using ICT advances as tools to
carry out coercive measures.

The text of his statement follows:

Thank you, Mr. President, for convening this
open debate.

Information communication and
technology (ICT) has become an integral
part of global communication, business, and
governance, offering numerous opportunities
while at the same time introducing evolving
threats.

Addressing evolving threats in the ICT
environment requires a multifaceted
approach encompassing technological, legal,
and cooperative strategies.

Mr. President,

Iran has been the primary target and main
victim of numerous cyberattacks on its
infrastructure, significantly disrupting public
services and governmental functions.

Clear examples include the Stuxnet and
Duqu attacks on Iran’s peaceful nuclear
facilities, as well as cyberattacks on critical
industrial infrastructures such as steel,

petrochemical industries, and gas stations.

These malicious activities highlighted
the potential for ICT environments to
be weaponized to inflict damage on the
infrastructures of states.

Giventhe complexnature of ICT governance,
I would like to highlight the following points:

1.The primaryresponsibility formaintaining
secure, safe, and trustworthy ICT rests
with individual states. The prominent role
and active involvement of states in the ICT
environment governance at the global level,
especially in policy and decision-making,
must be enhanced and ensured.

ICT governance should be developed in
a manner that does not adversely affect
the rights of states to determine their own
development, governance, and legislation
concerning the ICT environment.

States must act responsibly and in
accordance with fundamental principles of
international law, particularly the Purposes
and Principles of the United Nations.

2.The absence of universally legally binding
norms for ICT remains a challenge. Current
international law often lags behind the rapid
pace of technological change, creating gaps
that malicious actors exploit.

Therefore, developing and enforcing
international legally binding norms that
address the specific features of the ICT
environment is essential.

3. States must refrain from using ICT
advances as tools for economic, political, or

other coercive measures, including limiting
or blocking measures against other states.
They must also prevent and avoid abusing
ICT-related supply chains under their control
and jurisdiction, ensuring these do not
develop vulnerabilities that compromise the
sovereignty and data protection of other
states.

States must ensure appropriate measures
for ICT companies and platforms with
exterritorial impacts within their jurisdiction,
to hold them accountable for their behaviorin
the ICT environment, especially if they violate
the national sovereignty, security, and public
order of other states.

4. We strongly believe that the ICT
environment must be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes. To this end, the UN must
continue its central role through the OEWG
(Open-ended Working Group) to develop
legally binding obligations to prevent the use
of ICTs for malicious purposes and maintain
this domain for exclusive purposes.



Candidates talk economic policies

in2nd

From Page 1 » He and
conservative  Alireza  Zakani
were locked in back-and-forth
incendiary comments for most of
the 4-hour debate.

Zakani, along with some other
conservative candidates, claimed
Pezeshkian is merely acting as the
spokesperson of former president
Hassan Rouhani, who has turned
into a somewhat unpopular
figure in Iran due to the collapse
of the JCPOA and the economic
consequences of the pact’s fall.

In  his most controversial
remarks, Pezeshkian claimed
Iranian doctors who are among
the best-paid workers in Iran and
have a reputation for evading
taxes “have the right” to do so, as
they get paid “very little” for their
consulting sessions with patients.

Social media users condemned
Pezeshkian for “siding with the

rest of the Iranian population
making far less than the doctors

are paying their taxes.

Concerns were raised about
some candidates making
unrealistic promises to woo

voters.

A prominent example was
Mohammad Bager  Qalibaf,
considered a frontrunner in the
race. He pledged to provide newly
married couples with 75-square-

meter homes at no rent for an
initial period, should he be elected
president. This promise was met
with skepticism by some, who
questioned the feasibility of such
aplan.

Qalibaf's comments on the
overhaul of Iran’s health and
education sectors were received
well by the viewers.

Another candidate to make
unrealistic promises was Amir

Hossein  Qazizadeh  Hashemi,
who said he would make energy
cheaper by giving each family a
“subsidy card”.

Energy products in Iran are
already heavily subsidized and
among the cheapest in the world.
In fact, some economic experts
have been pressuring authorities
to raise the prices, especially for
gas, which is currently sold at a
cheaper price than bottled water.

Mostafa Pourmohammadi
was also targeted by Zakani for
his past actions and records. The
moderate candidate was asked
to clarify a notorious corruption
case, which was swept under
the rug during his tenure as the
Minister of Justice.

The last conservative
candidate’s remarks, Saeed Jalili,
did not seem to trigger a point
of contention during or after the
debate.

wealthy”, pointing out that the

Tehran, Doha vow to strengthen ties,
end Israeli crimes in Gaza
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TEHRAN - Iran’s acting Foreign Minister
Ali Bageri Kani has lauded the burgeoning
political and economic relations between Iran
and Qatar, emphasizing the Islamic Republic’s

strategic policy of fostering strong ties with
neighboring countries.

This announcement came during a
meeting with Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani in Doha
on Wednesday night.

Bageri Kani highlighted the recent visit of
a high-ranking Qatari delegation to Tehran,
which aimed to pay tribute to the late President
Ebrahim Raisi and offer condolences to the
Iranian government and people. He described
this gesture as a symbol of the deep and
growing bonds between the two nations.

The Iranian diplomat praised the positive
state of Iran-Qatar relations across various
political and economic sectors, underscoring
the effective roles of Raisi and the late
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian in
establishing long-term and stable bilateral
relations.

He reiterated Iran’s strategic policy of
strengthening relationships with its neighbors,

h..*lu.,

stating, “The neighborliness policy of Raeisi’s
government has become the rallying call of
all parties seeking security and sustainable
development. This strategic priority of the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran will
undoubtedly continue unabated.”

Bageri Kani also addressed the ongoing
Israeli offensive on the Gaza Strip, urging the
use of all available capacities to end what
he described as genocide and support the
oppressed population of Gaza. He called for
a collective regional effort to alleviate the
humanitarian crisis and stabilize the region.

The Qatari Foreign Minister, who also
serves as Prime Minister, paid tribute to the
late Iranian leaders, acknowledging their
significant contributions to the enhancement
of Doha-Tehran relations and their support for
Palestine.

He described the current regional situation,
particularly in Gaza, as “very dangerous” and
emphasized the importance of continuous
Iran-Qatar consultations to ensure regional
stability and security.

The conflict in Gaza has seen a catastrophic
toll, with Israeli actions since October 7
resulting in the deaths of at least 37396
Palestinians, mostly women and children, and
injuries to 85,523 others.

Bageri meets with the head of political
bureau of Hamas

In a related diplomatic development,
Bageri Kani met with Ismail Haniyeh, head
of the political bureau of Hamas Resistance
Movement, in Doha on Thursday.

During this meeting, Bageri Kani underscored
the necessity for Palestinian Resistance groups
to leverage all capacities to impose a higher
cost on Israel for its aggression in Gaza. He
argued that Resistance should encompass not
only armed struggle within Palestine but also
legal, political, and public diplomacy efforts
outside the occupied territories to advocate for
Palestinian rights.

Bageri Kani praised the resilience of the
Palestinian people and outlined Iran’s ongoing
political efforts to support their cause.

Haniyeh expressed gratitude for the support
from Iran’s leadership and nation, noting the
continued strong resistance of Palestinians
against Israeli actions despite the severe
ongoing conflict in Gaza.

Haniyeh highlighted significant regional
and global developments, including Israel’s
internal political turmoil, shifts in its regional
and international standing, increased public
opposition in the West and the US. to Israeli
policies, and significant developments in
Lebanon and Yemen. He emphasized that
these changes indicate a “strategic maturity”
among regional nations and the impossibility
of returning to pre-Operation Al-Agsa Storm
conditions.

Nearly nine months into the extensive
military aggression against Gaza, Israeli forces
have failed to achieve their objectives, Haniyeh
asserted, expressing Hamas' openness to
any mechanism that meets all Palestinian
demands.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iranian commander praises vigilant protection

TEHRAN - Brigadier General
Alireza Sabahifard, commander
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Air
Defense Force (IRIADF), a branch
of the nation’s Army, has praised
the force’s rigorous oversight of
Iran’s airspace.

Speaking on Friday, General
Sabahifard  emphasized  the
Air Defense Force’s capability
to detect even the slightest
movements near the country’s air
borders.

“Our Air Defense Force maintains
constant  vigilance over our
airspace;  General  Sabahifard
stated, highlighting that ensuring
the security and peace of mind of
Iranian citizens is the top priority

of national airspace

for the Armed Forces, including the
Army and the Air Defense Force.

Earlier this month, General
Sabahifard noted the significant
achievements of the Air Defense
Force in recent years. He pointed
out that the force has made
substantial progress by relying on
domestic capabilities, advancing
rapidly through self-reliance.

He explained that the IRIADF
is equipped with a variety of
systems that enable it to respond
swiftly to potential threats. The
force has also achieved notable
advancements in  specialized
areas, particularly in developing
various types of drones and
radars.

Iran’s strategy to enhance the
self-sufficiency of its Armed
Forces is based on internal
expertise and efforts.

Following the guidance of
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
Iranian officials have consistently
emphasized that the country’s
military capabilities are purely
defensive and non-negotiable.

General  Sabahifard  also
affirmed that Iran’s Islamic
Revolution is resistant to sabotage
and conspiracies by “a handful of
deceived individuals.” He stressed
that the unity and integrity of
the nation have continually
neutralized enemies’ plots.

“As long as our Islamic society
maintains unity, integrity, and
empathy, any acts of sabotage
against the country will be
ineffective,” he stated.

Additionally, General Sabahifard
urged a strong turnout in
the  upcoming  presidential
election scheduled for June 28.
He remarked that nationwide
participation in  the political
process is crucial for thwarting
enemy schemes against Iran.

“The Iranian people never
submit to subjugation and are
dedicated to contributing to the
nation’s progress,” he concluded.

MP condemns silence on Israeli atrocities in Gaza

TEHRAN - Sara Fallahi, the representative of
Ilam in Iran’s Islamic Consultative Assembly, has
criticized the silence of human rights advocates
regarding the Israeli regime’s actions in Gaza,
which has led to a severe humanitarian crisis.

Speaking at a conference titled “Investigating
the Crimes of the Israeli Regime Against Women
and Children in Gaza,” Fallahi highlighted the
extensive history of documented human rights
violations by Israel since its establishment with
British support in 1948. She noted that these
violations have disproportionately affected
Palestinian women and children.

“Till April 2024, 34,488 people from Gaza have

beenmartyred, including 14,500 children,” Fallahi
stated. “On a daily basis, 63 women, including 37
mothers, have been killed since the beginning of
the Gaza war. Additionally, 17000 children have
been orphaned.”

The Iranian lawmaker underscored that
international charters provide protections for
women and children, yet the Israeli regime has
repeatedly ignored these provisions.

She cited the 1924 Geneva Declaration on the
Rights of the Child and the Declaration on the
Protection of Women and Children in Emergency
and Armed Conflict, along with reports from
the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights, as

evidence of Israel’s blatant and severe human
rights violations.

She further pointed out that under Article
8 of the International Criminal Court, Israel’s
actions—including public torture, inflicting
severe physical and mental harm, destruction
and seizure of civilian property, hostage-taking,
and bombings of cities—constitute war crimes.

Concluding her remarks, Fallahi expressed
hope that through unity and solidarity among
Islamic governments, positive changes could
be achieved. “With collective efforts, we hope to
witness the liberation of Palestine,” she stated.

Sepahan crowned
champions of
24/2023 Hazfi Cup

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team defeated Mes
2-0 here at the Azadi Stadium in Iran’s 2023/24
Hazfi Cup in on Thursday.

Shahriar Moghanlou’s brace in the first half saw
Sepahan claim Hazfi Cup title for the fifth time.

He scored in the eighth minute and extended
the lead from the penalty spot in the 23rd minute.

Esteghlaland Persepolis are the most decorated
teams in Hazfi Cup with seven title each.

Hazfi Cup is an Iranian knockout football
competition held annually by the Football
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran.

Iran unchanged in
FIFA World Ranking

TEHRAN - Iran remained unchanged in 20th
place in the latest FIFA World Rankings released
on Thursday.

Japan moved up one spot to 17th as the best
Asian team.

The top three remained unshakeable. Argentina
(1st) retained their place at the summit, with
France (2nd) and Belgium (3rd) hot on their heels.

But there is movement behind them, as Brazil
(4th, up 1) and England (5th, down 1) swap places.
Meanwhile, Portugal (6th), the Netherlands (7th)
and Spain (8th) consolidate their spots in the top
ten, whilst Croatia (9th, up 1) overtake Italy (10th,
down 1), who nonetheless hold onto a place among
the leading pack.

The next edition of the FIFA Men’s World Ranking
will be published on 18 July 2024.

Iran fall to France at
2024 VNL

TEHRAN - Iran lost to France 3-0 (25-21, 25-
17, 25-20) in the 2024 Volleyball Nations League
(VNL) Week 3 on Friday.

Jean Patry scored 16 points for France, while
Iran’s Milad Ebadipour bagged 10 points.

Team Melli will play Germany on Sunday.

Iran had defeated the U.S. and the Netherlands
in their previous matches.

The VNL Preliminary Phase features three
competition weeks per gender, with each of the 16
teams playing 12 matches.The seven best-ranked
national teams in the Preliminary Phase will join
hosts Poland for the Finals, which will be held in
Lodz from June 27 to 30.

S. Korea down Iran at
2024 Asian Women's
U18 Volleyball

TEHRAN - Iran lost to South Korea in straight
sets (25-10, 25-20, 25-11) in the 15th Asian
Women’s U18 Volleyball Championship 5th-8th
place on Friday.

Iran are scheduled to play the winners of
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan match in the 5th-8th
place on Saturday.

Iran had started the competition on high note,
beating the Philippines 3-0 in Pool B but lost to
holders Japan 3-0 and Chinese Taipei 3-0 in the
following days.

The flagship biennial championship, which got
underway at Nakhon Pathom Gymnasium and
Ratchaburi Gymnasium in Ratchaburi Province,
serves as the Asian qualification for the 2025
FIVB Volleyball Girls’ U19 World Championship,
attracted 13 teams to vie for top honor.

Top four teams in the June 16-23 championship
will qualify for the topflight world meet.

Iran in Pot 10f 2026
FIFAWorld Cup Third
Qualifying Round

TEHRAN - Iran national football team has been

drawn in Pot 1 of the third qualifying round of the
2026 FIFA World Cup.

SPORTS

. | IRAN IN FOCUS

JUNE 22,2024

Straight Truth

Asia’s hopefuls for the FIFA World Cup 2026
will discover their opponents for the next stage
of qualification on Thursday, June 27 at the
Mandarin Oriental Kuala Lumpur, Grand Ballroom,
in Malaysia.

The 18-strong cast that will contest the
third qualifying round was confirmed after the
conclusion of the Preliminary Joint Qualification
Round 2 of the Asian Qualifiers for the FIFA World
Cup 2026 and AFC Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2027 on
June 12, which saw five teams seal their places on
the final matchday.

In addition, the 18 teams have also secured
qualification for the AFC Asian Cup Saudia Arabia
2027.

Scheduled to be played from September 2024
to June 2025, the AFC Asian Qualifiers - Road to
26 will feature three groups of six teams and offer
direct qualification to the FIFA World Cup 2026 for
the top two finishers of each group.

These teams will fill six of the eight available
slots for the AFC, with two more on offer via the
AFC Asian Qualifiers - Road to 26 Playoff and
an additional opportunity to be contested at an
Intercontinental Playoff.

The 18 teams have been seeded into six pots for
the draw according to the latest FIFA rankings as
of June 20:

Pot 1: Japan (17), Iran (20), Korea Republic (22)

Pot 2: Australia (23), Qatar (35), Iraq (55)

Pot 3: Saudi Arabia (56), Uzbekistan (62), Jordan
(68)

Pot 4; United Arab Emirates (69), Oman (76),
Bahrain (81)

Pot 5: China (88), Palestine (95), Kyrgyzstan
(101)

Pot 6: DPR Korea (110), Indonesia (134), Kuwait
(137)

FIFA rankings in brackets

Vafaei starts
Championship
League Snooker in
style

TEHRAN - Hossein Vafaei of Iran dominated
proceedings by winning all three of his encounters
in Group 14 of Championship League Snooker.

Vafaei surrendered just a single frame
across the day as he outplayed Josh Mulholland,
Manasawin Phetmalaikul, and Louis Heathcote.

Hossein Vafaei defeated Mulholland 3-0 in his
first match. He also beat Phetmalaikul 3-1 and
Heathcote 3-0.The competition got underway at
the Mattioli Arena in Leicester.

Iran defeat
Kazakhstan in 2024
Junior AHF Cup

TEHRAN - Iran’s U-21 hockey team defeated
Kazakhstan 4-2 in the Men'’s Junior AHF Cup 2024
on Thursday.

Iran had lost to Chinese Taipei 8-0, Oman 2-1
and China 10-1 in Pool B and shared spoils in a
goalless draw against Hong Kong.

Iranis scheduled to meet Singapore on Saturday
for seventh place.

Bangladesh, reigning champion in men’s Junior
AHF Cup, has been placed in Pool A along with
Thailand, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Singapore.

The four semifinalists will advance to the next
edition of the Junior Asia Cup.

Ehsan Hajsafi to
remain in AEK Athens

TEHRAN - Iran international defender Ehsan
Hajsafi will remain in AEK Athens for one more
season. He joined the Greek football team in 2021
from Sepahan.

Hajsafi has previously played in Greek football
teams Panionios and Olympiacos.

He has been a member of Iran national football
team in the 2014, 2018 and 2022 editions of the
FIFA World Cup.

Hajsafi has scored seven goals in 142 matches
for Team Melli.
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Lahore hosts Iran-Pakistan

business forum
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From page 1 » the need to expedite the
finalization of a free trade agreement,
and the importance of holding specialized
exhibitions of Pakistani goods similarto the
Iranian initiative in organizing lran Expo.

Iranian Ambassador to Islamabad, Reza
Amiri Moghadam, highlighted the significant

capacity of the Chabahar port, suggesting
that Pakistani economic players and traders
can leverage this port to access the Iranian
market and transfer their goods to Western
Asian and European markets.

On the other hand, Pakistani Ambassador
to Iran, Muhammad Mudassir Tipu, pointed
to the important tourism and economic
capacities in the Islamic Republic of Iran,
emphasizing the need for the Pakistani
government and private sector to utilize
these opportunities.

Zaki Aijaz, the regional head of the FPCCI,
stated that the two countries need to boost
joint efforts to increase bilateral trade to the
$10 billion target.

Iran-China trade stands at about $6b

in five months

TEHRAN - China’s Customs Office put the
trade exchanges between Iran and China in the
first five months of the current year (January
to May 2024) at about $6.0 billion.

It said the trade exchanges between the
two countries in the first five months of the
current year reached $5.9 billion, showing a
nine percent decline compared to last year’s
corresponding period.

The trade exchanges between Iran and China
from January to May 2023 had been $6.5 billion,
the report added.

China imported $1.8 billion of products from
Iran in the first five months of 2024, showing
a five percent decline compared to last year’s
corresponding period, it stated, Mehr news
agency reported.

China had imported $1.9 billion of products
from Iran between January and May 2023.

Also, China exported $41 billion of products
to Iran from January to May 2024, showing
a 10 percent down compared to last year’s
corresponding period.

China had exported $4.6 billion of products
to Iran from January to May 2023.

China imported $245 million of products
from Iran in May 2024 while exporting $594
million of products to Iran in this period, the
report went on to say.

Earlier, China Customs announced that
the trade exchanges between Iran and China
stood at more than $4.0 billion from January to
March 2024 According to the data released by
China Customs, trade between Iran and China
in the first three months of 2024 amounted
to $4.2 billion, marking a one percent increase
compared to the same period last year.

The exchanges between Iran and China in
the first quarter of 2023 were announced to be
$3.9 billion.

China exported $2.7 billion worth of products
to Iran and imported over $1.2 billion from Iran
from January to March 2024, representing a
three percent decrease and a 10 percent year-
over-year increase, respectively.

Analysts believe that China’s imports from
Iran may be even higher than $829 million, as
the purchase of Iranian oil by Chinese refiners
is not included in the official statistics of the
country’s imports from Iran.

According to China's Customs data, the
value of trade between Iran and China in 2023
exceeded $14.6 billion, registering a 6.2 percent
decline compared to 2022.

Based on the mentioned data, the two
countries exchanged $14.650 billion worth
of products in 2023, while the value of trade
between the two countries stood at $15.5

TEHRAN - Iran’s House of
Industrialists has opened an office
in East Europe and Balkan region,
according to the director of the

House.

Alireza
Wednesday that these offices intend to
create and give a boost to sustainable

billion in 2022.

China is one of Iran’s main trade partners
that has maintained strong trade ties with
the Islamic Republic despite the strict US.
sanctions.

The two countries signed a document for 25-
year comprehensive cooperation in March 2021.

The document was signed between Iran’s
former Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi at
the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Iran’s Finance and Economic Affairs Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi said the 25-year strategic
partnership plan between Iran and China has
entered a new phase with new agreements
being reached between various ministries of
the two countries.

According to Khandouzi, the mentioned
agreements have been reached between the
two sides during the visit of Iran’s delegation to
the 6th China International Import Expo (CIIE).

Back in December 2022, Iran and China
finalized 16 memorandums of understanding
(MOU) under the framework of the two
countries’ strategic 25-year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-China
comprehensive cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on December 13 in
the presence of Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and China’s Vice Premier
Hu Chunhua.

The summit was focused on four areas
explored by four committees between
the two countries to pave the way for the
implementation of the 25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed 20 memoranda
of understanding in the presence of the
presidents of the two countries in Beijing in
mid-February, 2023.

Heading a high-ranking delegation, Iran’s
President Ebrahim Raisi was on a three-day
state visit to China starting February 14, 2023.

During President Raisi’s visit to China, Tehran
and Beijing signed several bilateral cooperation
documents in the fields of agriculture, trade,
tourism, environmental protection, health,
disaster relief, culture, and sports.

The documents include agreements in the
field of transportation and industry worth
$12 billion and $3.5 billion, respectively; the
agreements cover various joint projects
like the high-speed rail link between Tehran
and Mashhad, and investment in the Imam
Khomeini Airport City.

Investment in Iran’s southeastern Mokran
Coast and the purchase of Iranian oil were also
mentioned in the documents.

Raisi’s visit served as an example of the high
level of mutual trust between China and Iran,
as well as a milestone for bilateral ties.

Then in mid-July, 2023, the agreements
signed between Iran and China during
President Raisi’s trip to Beijing in mid-February
were turned into specified projects during the
two countries’ Joint Cooperation Committee
meeting, the Iranian finance and economic
affairs minister announced.

export markets, attract investors,
transfer technology, and help the
exports of technological services.

He added that the office in the

Banihashemi said on

Iran ready to export technical engineering
services to regional countries

TEHRAN - On the sidelines
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) meeting
in Kazakhstan, Iranian Energy
Minister Ali Akbar Mehrabian
voiced the readiness of the
Islamic  Republic of Iran
to export technical and
engineering services, as well as
supply equipment in the energy
sector.

The Iranian energy minister
pointed out that connecting the
electricity grid of Uzbekistan
to Turkmenistan and then Iran
will enable the exchange of
electricity for the countries of
the region, especially during
the peak consumption period of
summer and winter.

On Thursday, on the sidelines
of the fourth meeting of the
energy ministers of the member

the Shanghai
Organization,

countries  of
Cooperation

in a meeting with Mahmoud
Jurabek, the Minister of Energy

of  Uzbekistan, Mehrabian
expressed his readiness to
expand cooperation between the
two countries, while thanking the
president of that country for his

efforts in bilateral cooperation in
the field of energy.

He voiced the readiness of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to
develop cooperation, especially
in the field of exporting
technical and engineering
services, as well as supplying
energy field equipment to

Uzbekistan.

Stating that Uzbekistan has a
growing economy, the Mehrabian
mentioned energy as the most
important issue of development
in this country.

Referring to the capabilities
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the production, transmission
and distribution of electricity,
Mehrabian pointed out that
factories manufacturing
equipment in  the Islamic
Republic of Iran are ready to
cooperate with Uzbekistan at a
competitive price.

“If Uzbekistan’s electricity grid
is connected to Turkmenistan’s
electricity grid, it will be possible
to exchange electricity with
Uzbekistan and manage peak
consumption in summer and
winter;” he added.

Beijing amazingly transforms old factories
mto tourism, sport, cultural hubs

R
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798 Art Zone in Beijing

By Mahnaz Abdi

BEIJING- When | visited China Content
Broadcasting Network (CCBN) 2024 Exhi-
bition, | was really impressed by the idea
that the venue was the site of a former
steel mill, and some parts of the mill were
so well preserved that to me it was like a
museum.

M‘ﬁ

CCBN 2024, an international exhibition was
held at Beijing Shougang Convention and Ex-
hibition Center at Shougang Park.

Built on the site of a former steel mill, the
park’s history leads us back to the Olympic
Games 2008, which were a catalyst for its
transformation into the vibrant community
it is today.

Established in 1919, in its peak years the
site produced as much as 10 million tons
of iron and steel. But nearly 90 years later,
ahead of Beijing 2008, the city developed an
ambitious plan to fight air pollution.

As aresult, production was gradually halt-
ed, leaving room for the industrial site to be
transformed into a bustling hub fit for tour-
ism, sport and cultural events.

Any building deemed structurally safe was
kept as intact as possible.

Smokestacks, blast furnaces and oth-
er factory and warehouse remains are
now surrounded by expansive greenery,
sports facilities, commercial buildings
and modern offices, including the head-
quarters of the Beijing 2022 Organizing
Committee.

| also visited another amazing place in Bei-
jing, which was built in the site of an old fac-
tory.

It was the iconic 798 Art Zone or Dashan-
zi Art District, which is a complex of
50-year-old decommissioned military fac-
tory buildings boasting a unique archi-
tectural style that houses a thriving ar-

tistic community in Dashanzi, Chaoyang
District, Beijing.

This bustling area is a hub for contempo-
rary Chinese art with a wide array of different
styles.

This old factory compound has been per-
fectly converted to house numerous galleries
and bookshops and cafes.

The area is often called the 798 Art Dis-
trict or Factory 798 although  technical-
ly, Factory #798 is only one of several struc-
tures inside the complex formerly known
as 718 Joint Factory.

The area is anchored by the UCCA Center
for Contemporary Art, the largest and most
visited venue in the area.

In recent years, it has been the main ven-
ue for the annual Beijing Queer Film Festi-
val and Beijing Design Week.

Joint Factory 718 began production in 1957,
amid a grandiose opening ceremony and
display of Communist brotherhood between
China and East Germany, attended by high of-
ficials of both countries.

The factory quickly established a reputa-
tion for itself as one of the best in China.
Through its several danwei or “work units”,
it offered considerable social benefits to
its 10,000-20,000 workers, especially con-
sidering the relative poverty of the country
during such periods as the Great Leap For-
ward.

After 10 years of operation, Joint Factory
718 was split into more manageable compo-
nents, such as sub-Factories 706, 707, 751,
761,797 and 798.

However, the factory came under pres-
sure during Deng Xiaoping’s reforms of the
1980s. Deprived of governmental support
like many state-owned enterprises, it under-
went a gradual decline and was eventually
rendered obsolete.

By the late 1980s and early 1990s, most
sub-factories had ceased production, 60
percent of the workers had been laid off.

The Dashanzi factory complex was vacat-
ed at around the time when most of Beijing’s
contemporary artist community was looking
for anew home.

Avant-garde art was frowned upon by the
government and the community had tradi-
tionally existed on the fringes of the city.

Then in 1995, Beijing’s Central Academy

of Fine Arts (CAFA), lookmg for storage and
workshop space, set up in the now defunct
Factory 706.

The temporary move became permanent
and in 2000 Sui Jianguo, Dean of the Depart-
ment of Sculpture, located his own studio in
the area.

The cluttered sculpture workshops have
always remained open for visitors to peek at
the dozens of workers milling about.

By 2003, an artistic community of over 30
artists, designers, and publishers had devel-
oped.

One of the first exhibition spaces, Beijing
Tokyo Art Projects, was opened by Taba-
ta Yukihito of Japan’s Tokyo Gallery. Inside
a 400-m2 division of Factory 798’s main
area, this was the first renovated space
featuring the high arched ceilings that
would become synonymous with the Art
District.

BTAP’s 2002 opening exhibition “Beijing
Afloat” (curator: Feng Boyi), drew a crowd
of over 1,000 people and marked the be-
ginning of the popular infatuation with the
area.

Several exhibitions of note took place in
2003, and since then the “798 Art Zone”
has been a landmark and a gathering
place in Beijing for those who love art and
culture.

Since 2001, artists from around and out-
side Beijing have been gathering in Factory
798. Their unique artistic vision has found
the advantages of this place for artistic
work.

They rent and make full use of the factory
buildings.

With a little furnishing and decoration, they
successfully turn these decommissioned fac-
tories into a special space for art exhibition
and creation.

798 Art District is now home to nearly 200
galleries, exhibitions, art centers, and inde-
pendent artists. You can find many creatively
designed architectures, stylish boutiques,
cafes and restaurants here.

A bunch of once-abandoned factories has
now become synonymous with art and orig-
inality. 798 Art District is one of the most
avant-garde places in Beijing.

No matter you are an art enthusiast or not,
798 Art District will show you a different Bei-
jing.

Iraqi Airways launches flight from Basrah to Iran’s Rasht

TEHRAN - The Director General
of Rasht Sardar Jangal Airport
announced the establishment of
the new flight route Basra-Rasht
for the first time and said that

this flight has been established
by Al-lragiyya Airlines and will
continue if it is accepted.

Seyed Mohsen Mirhosseini
told IRNA reporter on Thursday

that the facilities of this airport
are suitable for accepting
international flights and it has
the necessary standards for this
purpose.

Currently 28 foreign flights,
Including Basra route flights,
are conducted weekly at Sardar
Jangal Airport in Rasht, which has
a growth of 1,400 percent.

Acting president opens major railway in northern Iran

From page 1 » He further pointed to the
economic opportunities of Iran in the region
and world and said the administration of the
late President Raisi enhanced Iran’s diplomacy
in the region and the world considerably.

He went on to say that 5.5 million tons of

Balkan region

goods were transited via Iranian land and
territory in the first three months of the
current year, expandable to 20 million tons of
transit of goods by the end of the current year
(to end March 20, 2025), IRNA reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Bazrpash pointed

Iran’s House of Industrialists opens office in Balkan region

is the thirteenth

Oman, Dubai, Turkiye, Russia, Afghanistan,
such office that Iran’s House of  Turkmenistan,Africa, IvoryCoast, Tajikistan,
Industrialists have opened abroad.

Offices have earlier been in Australia,

Germany;, Britain and Italy, he noted.
Ali Tahmak, who has been appointed

to the International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) and added that the corridor
is not merely a rail route but it creates
opportunities, development of the maritime
economy, facilitation of transit, and also
improvement of infrastructures.

as the head of the office in Balkan, also
said that “we will soon be witnessing
extensive economic activity between
[Balkan] countries and Iran”.



Doomsday clock ticking for
Israel’s annihilation

An Israeli official says Hezbollah can make Israel

From page 1 » The official ad-
mitted that Hezbollah is able to
neutralize Israel’'s power grid like
a piece of cake.

“If Nasrallah (Hezbollah’s lead-
er) decides to paralyze Israel’s
power grid, he only needs to pick
up the phone and call the head
of Beirut's power grid, which is
[technically] identical to Israel’s,”
Goldstein said.

Hezbollah intelligence supe-
riority

Goldstein’s comments come
two days after Hezbollah pub-
lished footage from its recon-
naissance drones flying over
northern Israel, including Haifa
port.

The roughly 10 minutes of vid-
eo shows how the aircraft was
able to capture footage and ex-
pose sensitive Israeli military
sites without being detected by
the regime’s anti-air systems.

The successful mission hu-
miliated Israel and highlighted
the regime’s vulnerability as it is
beating the drums of an all-out
war with Hezbollah.

Israel’s empty rhetoric

Hezbollah Secretary General
Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah said
in a speech on Wednesday that
the movement has hours of such
footage and information about
sensitive military targets in Is-
rael.

He also said Hezbollah “Hoo-
poe” drones have uncovered
military bases and headquarters
located deep inside Israel, some
of which have been camouflaged.

Nasrallah further issued a
stern warning to Israel in the
face of its war rhetoric against
Lebanon warning nowhere in
Israel would be safe in case of a
major offensive against Lebanon.

Support for Palestine

Israel and Hezbollah have been
exchanging fire since the regime
declared war on Gaza on October
7.

The Lebanese resistance
movement has reiterated that
it won't stop attacks against Is-
rael unless the regime ends its
Gaza onslaught which has so far
claimed the lives of more than
37,400 Palestinians.

Senior Israeli
electricity official:
Hezbollah Leader

can paralyze

Israel’'s power

grid just with a
phone call.

Over the past months, Israeli
officials have threatened Leb-
anon with a full-fledged war if
Hezbollah does not halt its at-
tacks.

The latest of such threats came
hours after Hezbollah released
the drone footage on Tuesday.

‘uninhabitable in 72 hours’

-

“We are very close to the mo-
ment of decision to change the
rules against Hezbollah and Leb-
anon. In an all-out war, Hezbollah
will be destroyed and Lebanon
will be severely hit,” Israeli For-
eign Minister Israel Katz said.

Wishful thinking

Katz has vowed to “destroy”
Hezbollah.

Since October 7, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu has re-
peatedly promised to “destroy”
Hamas.

But after nearly nine months,
his hopes have fallen flat amid
rising support for the resistance
group.

He also dissolved the Israe-
li war cabinet earlier this week
amid growing divisions over his
failure to defeat Hamas.

On Wednesday, the Israeli
military spokesman exposed a
widening rift between Israel’s
political and army leadership
and poured cold water on Net-
anyahu’s dreams of eliminating
Hamas.

“This business of destroying
Hamas, making Hamas disap-
pear — it’s simply throwing sand
in the eyes of the public,” Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari said.

He added, “Hamas is an idea,
Hamas is a party. It's rooted in
the hearts of the people — any-
one who thinks we can eliminate
Hamas is wrong,” he continued.

Israeli officials have admitted
that the regime is incapable of
defeating Hamas.

So how can Israel “destroy”
Hezbollah which is by far stron-
ger than resistance groups in
Gaza?

Hezbollah military might

Israel was humiliated and had
to retreat its forces following a
war it launched against Hezbol-
lah in 2006.

Since then, the movement has
considerably boosted its military
capabilities.

Citing the World Factbook
of the US. Central Intelligence
Agency, Reuters reported on
Thursday that Hezbollah’s mil-
itary strength is underpinned
by upwards of 150,000 missiles
and rockets of various types and
ranges.

Nasrallah has also said that
the number of fighters who
are ready to join a possible war
against Israel has exceeded
100,000.

Israel was only able to con-
tinue the 2006 war for 34 days.
And now according to Goldstein,
Israel can be “uninhabitable” in
just three days if the regime en-
gages in another direct war with
Hezbollah.

Hence, the doomsday clock for
Israel’s destruction would start
ticking if the Netanyahu regime
carried out its threat and went to
war with Lebanon.

The possibility of such a sce-
nario could also turn Israeli cities
into the graveyard for the re-
gime’s soldiers.

More Israeli casualties in Gaza
Palestinian resistance forces ambush occupation forces

From page 1 » In a statement, the armed
wing of Hamas, the al-Qassam brigades, re-
ported that its fighters managed to prepare
for a well-planned ambush against an Israeli
armored force, using a large explosive device,
which was planted under the convoy after
monitoring its operations for several days.

The operation took place on al-Bahr street,
south of the Tal Al-Sultan refugee camp, in
western Rafah.

The al-Qassam brigades added that when
the force passed and a Merkava tank was
positioned above the mine, the device was
detonated, leading to the tank's complete
destruction and the killing of its crew.

Israeli operations to evacuate the remains
of dead soldiers and the tank’s wreckage con-
tinued for several hours, according to Hamas.

Two Merkava tanks were targeted with

Al-Yassin 105 shells in Rafah’s al-Shaboura
camp. The RPG grenade has proven a valuable
weapon against Israeli tanks throughout the
war.

Al-Qassam published footage on its Tele-
gram page of its fighters targeting IOF vehi-
cles and destroying them with mortar shells
in Rafah.

The armed wing of Hamas also bombard-
ed an IOF command and control site east of
the Zeitoun neighborhood of Gaza City with
heavy-caliber mortar shells, causing direct
hits among the occupation regime’s ranks.

The resistance fighters monitored the
landing of Black Hawk and Sikorsky CH-53
Yas'ur helicopters that evacuated the dead
and wounded.

This week, the American news broadcast-
er, CBS News, cited a US. official as saying,

“The Israelis have not come close to achiev-
ing their objective of destroying Hamas,” and
criticized Tel Aviv’s current strategy as “arec-
ipe for continuous war”.

Hundreds of fighters and miles of unex-
plored tunnels remain, and Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar is still at large, the American
official added.

The comments came a day after the Israeli
military’s top spokesperson, Daniel Hagari,
said that Hamas could not be destroyed.

In a reflection of the conflicting views be-
tween Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
government and the Israeli military on how to
proceed in Gaza, Hagari said in an interview
“the idea that we can destroy Hamas or make
Hamas disappear is misleading to the public”.

Israel’s land grab policy: Creeping, de facto annexation
turns into actual annexation

The Israeli military has quietly handed over
significant legal powers in the occupied West
Bank to pro-settler civil servants working for
the far-right minister Bezalel Smotrich, the
Guardian reported.

An order posted by the Israel military on its
website on 29 May transfers responsibility
for dozens of bylaws at the Civil Administra-
tion - the Israeli body governing in the West
Bank - from the military to officials led by
Smotrich at the defense ministry.

Smotrich and his allies have long seen con-
trol of the Civil Administration, or significant
parts of it, as a means of extending Israeli
sovereignty in the West Bank. Their ultimate
goal is direct control by the cabinet and its
ministries. The transfer reduces the likeli-
hood of legal checks on settlement expan-
sion and development.

Israeli politicians have long sought to find
ways to permanently seize, or annex, the oc-

cupied West Bank, which it captured in 1967
and where millions of Palestinians live.

Michael Sfard, an Israeli human rights law-
yer, said: “The bottom line is that [for] any-
one who thought the question of annexation
was foggy, this order should end any doubts.
What this order does is transfer vast areas of
administrative power from the military com-
mander to Israeli civilians working for the
government.”

It is the latest coup for Smotrich, who be-
came finance minister and a minister in the
defense ministry after a coalition agreement
between his far-right political party and
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud
party.

The Civil Administration is principally re-
sponsible for planning and construction in
Area C of the West Bank - the 60% of the
Occupied Palestinian Territories under full
Israeli administrative and security control —

as well as enforcement against unauthorized
construction, whether by Israeli settlers or by
Palestinians.

The transfer of laws, which was largely un-
remarked upon in Israel, follows a years-long
campaign by pro-settlement politicians to
accrue many of the legal powers previously
wielded by the military chain of command.

Mairav Zonszein, a senior analyst for Is-
rael-Palestine at Crisis Group, said: “The big
story is that this is no longer ‘creeping an-
nexation’ or ‘de facto annexation’, it is actual
annexation.

“This is the legalization [and] normaliza-
tion of a long-term policy. Smotrich is ba-
sically re-establishing the way in which the
occupation works by taking a large part out
of the hands of the military”
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Palestine hails
statehood
recognition by
Armenia

The Palestinian presidency and the Palestinian
Liberation Organization (PLO) have welcomed Ar-
menia’s decision to recognize the State of Pales-
tine.

According to a statement reported by the offi-
cial Palestinian news agency, Wafa, “the Palestin-
ian Presidency has commended the Republic of
Armenia’s decision to officially recognize the State
of Palestine as an independent and sovereign na-
tion”

The presidency expressed deep appreciation for
“this courageous and significant decision”, view-
ing it as a “pivotal step towards enhancing bilat-
eral relations and fostering peace and stability in
the region”.

Hussein al-Sheikh, secretary of the PLO Exec-
utive Committee, praised Armenia’s recognition,
saying it is “a victory for truth, justice, legitimacy
and the struggle of our Palestinian people for lib-
eration and independence”.

Starmer refuses
to accept Israelis
committing genocide

Kier Starmer, the leader of the UK’s Labour Par-
ty, told radio show LBC that he would need to see
more evidence before deciding if Israel is commit-
ting genocide in Gaza.

Israel, which has slaughtered more than 37,000
Palestinians in Gaza since October 7, stands ac-
cused of genocide at the International Court of
Justice.

The Labour leader, who is favorite to become
prime minister in the UK’s July general election,
has frustrated pro-Palestine advocates who ac-
cuse him of supporting Israel’s offensive in the
besieged Strip.

Starmer has previously said Israel has the right
to cut water and electricity to Gaza civilians.

Egypt, Jordan, UAE
exports to Israel
rise despite Gaza
onslaught

Egyptian exports to Israel doubled in 2024
compared to the previous year despite Israel’s
devastating war on Gaza since October, according
to a new report by Israel’s Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics.

The data published on Thursday showed that
Egyptian exports in May 2024 stood at $25m, dou-
ble that of the same period in 2023, Middle East
Monitor reported.

Despite increasingly fraught relations, energy
and security cooperation between the two sides
has intensified since October, with Israeli natural
gas exports to Egypt sharply increasing in the last
year.

Meanwhile, exports from the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) to Israel also increased to $242m in
May 2024, compared to $238.5m in May 2023, the
report said.

Jordanian exports to Israel also continued to

rise in 2024, reaching $35.7m in May 2024 com-
pared to $32.3m in the same period last year.

Putin warns South
Korea against arming
Ukraine

Vladimir Putin has warned South Korea it would
be making “a big mistake” if it arms Ukraine in the
war against Russia.

His comments come after Seoul said it was con-
sidering such a possibility, in response to Russia
and North Korea’s new pact to help each other in
the event of “aggression” against either country,
the BBC reported.
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Moscow “will... [make] decisions which are un-
likely to please the current leadership of South Ko-
rea” if Seoul decides to supply arms to Kyiv, Putin
said.

The Russian leader was speaking in Vietnam,
shortly after a lavish visit to Pyongyang where he
signed a mutual defense agreement with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

Putin also warned that Moscow is willing to arm
Pyongyang if the US and its allies continue supply-
ing Ukraine with weapons.

“Those who supply these weapons believe that
they are not at war with us. | said, including in
Pyongyang, that we then reserve the right to sup-
ply weapons to other regions of the world,” Putin
said.

Seoul had earlier condemned the Russian-North
Korean agreement as a threat to its national se-
curity, and national security adviser Chang Ho-jin
had said his country planned to “reconsider the
issue of arms support to Ukraine”.

Following Putin’s remarks, South Korea’s pres-
idential office said on Friday it would consider
“various options” in supplying arms to Ukraine
and its stance will “depend on how Russia ap-
proaches this issue”.

It also summoned the Russian ambassador
Georgy Zinoviev to protest the pact, demanding
that Moscow “immediately cease” military coop-
eration with Pyongyang.

UN experts: Firms
sending arms to
Israel could be
complicit in abuses

A group of United Nations experts has warned
arms and ammunitions manufacturers against
taking part in the transfer of weapons to Israel,
saying it could make them complicit in human
rights abuses and violations of international law,
RT reported.

The group of 30 experts, including several UN
Special Rapporteurs, said arms manufacturers
supplying Israel should halt their transfers of war
materiel, “even if they are executed under existing
export licenses”.

“These companies, by sending weapons, parts,
components, and ammunition to Israeli forces,
risk being complicit in serious violations of inter-
national human rights and international humani-
tarian laws,” the experts said in a statement.

The UN experts said the risk to arms firms had
increased since the International Court of Justice
ordered Israel last month to halt its military of-
fensive in Rafah in the southern tip of Gaza, in a
landmark emergency ruling in South Africa’s case
accusing Israel of genocide.

“In this context, continuing arms transfers to
Israel may be seen as knowingly providing assis-
tance for operations that contravene international
human rights and international humanitarian laws
and may result in profit from such assistance,” the
experts said.

Foreign Affairs:
Hamas stronger than
October7

Nine months of Israeli air and ground combat
operations in Gaza have not defeated Hamas, nor
is Israel close to vanquishing the group, Foreign Af-
fairs wrote in an article titled “Hamas Is Winning”.

On the contrary, according to the measures that
matter, Hamas is “stronger” today than it was on
October 7, the American magazine of international
relations and U.S. foreign policy added.

The article, published on Friday, noted that Is-
rael has invaded northern and southern Gaza with
approximately 40,000 combat troops, forcibly
displaced 80 percent of the population, killed over
37,000 people and dropped at least 70,000 tons
of bombs on the territory.

It said these bombs surpassed the combined
weight of bombs dropped on London, Dresden,
and Hamburg in all of World War II.

The Foreign Affairs article, however, said Israel
has failed to realize that the carnage and devasta-
tion it has unleashed in Gaza has only made Pales-
tinians stronger.
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Cultural heritage expert Farhad Nazari

passes away at 49

TEHRAN - Farhad Nazari, an expert in cul-
tural heritage and a renowned figure in the
preservation of Iran’s historical properties,
passed away on Wednesday, after a pro-
longed battle with cancer.

Nazari held a PhD in the restoration of
cultural and historical objects from Isfahan
University of Art and specialized in the pres-
ervation of historical artifacts and buildings.

In addition to his research and teaching,
Nazari had an extensive career in cultural
heritage management. He served as the di-
rector-general of the Office for the Regis-
tration of Cultural and Natural Heritage, the
Secretary and Member of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage Registration Committee, and a
member of ICOMOS Iran. He also chaired the
Secretariat of the Iranian National Commit-
tee for the Memory of the World.

During his tenure, Nazari played a pivotal

role in several significant heritage preserva-
tion initiatives.

Notable achievements include the UNES-
CO World Heritage registration of Iran’s Lut
Desert and Hyrcanian Forests, the listing of
“Chogan, a horse-riding game accompanied
by music and storytelling” on the UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage list, and the in-
clusion of Saadi’s “Kulliyat” and Rashid al-Din
Hamadani’s “Jami’ al-Tawarikh” in UNESCQO’s
Memory of the World Register.

Nazari was also a prolific writer, contribut-
ing numerous articles and books in the field
of cultural heritage. His most recent publica-
tion, co-authored with Mohammad Aminian,
discussed the Tabriz Bazaar fires in the book
“Crisis Management in Cultural Heritage.”

His contributions have left an enduring
legacy in the preservation and understanding
of Iran’s cultural heritage.

Sassanian ruins of Zije Manije to undergo

restoration

TEHRAN - The government has allocated
funds for the partial restoration of Zije Mani-
je, located in the village of Pataq near the
modern city of Sarpol-e Zahab in Kerman-
shah province.

The project is part of a broader effort to
preserve the Sassanid Archaeological Land-
scape of the Kermanshah Region, the di-
rector of archaeological landscape said on
Thursday.

Kiomars Aazami emphasized the historical
significance of Zije Manije, describing it as
one of the most well-preserved structures
from the Sassanid era in Iran.

“Given the age of this structure, all of its
arches require restoration, but some arches
need urgent attention,” Aazami stated.

The official said the restoration project will
also include flooring work and measures to
divert surface water, particularly by modi-
fying nearby agricultural channels that have
been damaging the site.

The Sassanid landscape stretches 150 ki-
lometers from a fortress in Eslamabad-e
Gharb to an architectural complex in Qasr-e
Shirin. Along this route, there are approxi-
mately 15 significant Sassanid-era sites. Ad-
ditionally, the region features artifacts from
various historical periods, including the pre-
historic, Parthian, and Islamic eras, the offi-
cial explained.

The Zije Manije, with its rectangular plan
measuring 70 by 50 meters and standing
about two meters above the surrounding
land, was likely constructed in the late Sas-

sanid period, based on its architectural style,
including the design of its doorways and
arches. Built from rubble stone and gypsum
mortar, it houses another square structure
within its walls, believed to be the citadel
of the fortress, measuring 48 by 48 meters.
Each side of the fortress contains 30 rooms
with barrel-vaulted arches, some of which
remain intact while others have partially sur-
vived.

In addition to the restoration, the project
will include the development of infrastruc-
ture to facilitate tourist visits, enhancing the
historical experience for those exploring Zije
Manije and other Sassanid sites within the
city of Qasr-e Shirin for the first time.

The Sassanid era is of very high importance
in the history of Iran. Under the Sassanids,
Persian architecture and art experienced a
general renaissance. Architecture often took
grandiose proportions, such as the palaces at
Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and Sarvestan, which
are amongst the highlights of the ensemble.

Generally, a Sassanid archaeological land-
scape represents a highly efficient system of
land use and strategic utilization of natural
topography in the creation of the earliest cul-
tural centers of the Sassanid civilization.

In 2018, an ensemble of Sassanian histor-
ical cities in southern Iran, titled “Sassanid
Archaeological Landscape of Fars Region”,
was named a UNESCO site. The ensemble
comprises eight archaeological sites situat-
ed in three geographical parts of Firuzabad,
Bishapur, and Sarvestan.

Rasht welcomes inaugural Basra flight

by Iraqi Airways

TEHRAN - For the very first time, a direct
flight route between Rasht’s Sardar Jangal
International Airport and Irag’s Basra has
been established.

Seyyed-Mohsen Mirhosseini, who pre-
sides over the Rasht airport, on Thursday
announced the inauguration of a new service
between Basra and Rasht, marking the first
such connection.

“This route, operated by Iragi Airways,’
Mirhosseini further elaborated. “is expect-
ed to continue if passenger demand proves
strong.”

The airport, he continued, is well-equipped
to handle international flights, meeting all
necessary standards for such operations.

Mirhosseini highlighted a significant in-
crease in international flights from Sardar
Jangal Airport since September 2022, when
Iranian Airlines began regular flights to Najaf.

Over time, the number of these flights has
increased, especially during peak periods, the
official outlined.

He also brought to light that Iragi Airways
initiated flights to Baghdad in early June this
year.

Mirhosseini noted the significant tourism

potential of Gilan province, mentioning that
following successful negotiations with sev-

eral domestic tourism companies and high
demand from Iraqi tourists, flights to Basra
have now been established.

“Consequently, the airport now offers
flights to three Iraqi cities,” he stated. “Najaf,
Baghdad, and Basra”

Mirhosseini added that the number of
weekly round-trip flights to Baghdad has
reached 20, all operated by Iragi Airways,
while flights to Najaf have increased to six
round trips per week, conducted by Pouya
Airlines and Pars Air. “Including the new
Basra route, Sardar-e-Jangal Airport now
handles 28 international flights per week,
reflecting a remarkable increase...,” the direc-
tor-general pinpointed.

According to Mirhosseini, for the time be-
ing, the airport offers international flights to
three Iraqi cities and several domestic flights
to destinations including Tehran, Shiraz, Kish,
Bandar Abbas, Asaluyeh, Ahvaz, Isfahan, and
Mashhad.

Sardar Jangal International Airport, known
as OIGG in international aviation records, is
strategically located near the Caspian Sea.
Situated close to Rasht, Iran’s third most vis-
ited city, and just 15 kilometers from the An-
zali Free Zone, it is one of the country’s most
accessible airports.

Official highlights Tehran-Moscow sister-
city agreement at BRICS Tourism Forum

From Page 1 » agreements
to boost tourism ties between
Moscow and Iranian cities, he said
that his first business trip was to
Tehran. It was a business forum,
business meeting in Tehran. It was
a formal sister-cities [meeting].

Moscow is a sister city with Teh-
ran. And, you know, being a sister
city is still not enough. Because
tourism is the partnership be-
tween tourism operators and we
should support at the federal level
or the official level.

So, it is really important to hold
the sister-city partnership be-
tween local authorities. But we
should in addition have the part-
nership between businesses be-
tween Moscow and for example
Tehran.

That's why we had the business
mission for Tehran last year and
for the Russian side it was 19 com-
mercial firms and tourist opera-
tors and 37 domestic commercial
and tourism firms in Tehran.

Then later on, we will have tours
from different cities of Iran here in
Moscow. And they will not stay only
in Moscow. They will be transferred
to Kazan city - one of the biggest
cities in Russia - to discover Ka-
zan and to have the complete tour

“Moscow plus Kazan”.

And as | mentioned before, tour-
ism is about teamwork. We work
in a strong partnership with the
biggest city in Russia with to have
Moscow+ tourism forum. You come
to Moscow plus Saint Petersburg.
You come to Moscow plus Kazan.
You come to Moscow then to go to
one of the biggest industrial cities
here.

So, we have the connection with
Isfahan. | was really shocked see-
ing the nature of Isfahan. There
were a lot of caravansaries that
were really nice, and really impres-
sive. And you know, it is a two-step
strategy.

Firstly, you should have the

partnership in official level. Next
step, you should have the part-
nership with tourism firm. So, the
two-step strategy is a winning
strategy.

About the forum

The first BRICS Tourism Forum
was held on June 20-21. The forum
was attended by delegations from
all nine member states, namely
Russia, Brazil, Egypt, India, Iran,
China, the United Arab Emirates,
Ethiopia and the Republic of South
Africa.

The event gathered 300 repre-
sentatives of business community
and relevant agencies, as well as
company leaders and industry ex-
perts.

It included expert sessions with
the participation of the major mar-
ket players and meetings of min-
isters for tourism of BRICS coun-
tries.

Key themes

The first day of the forum in-
cluded a closed meeting of the
industry representatives, travel
services, and other projects from
various countries.

The second day was allocated to
open events in which the speakers
discussed the prospects for inter-
national cooperation of the BRICS
countries.

“Today more than half of foreign
tourists visiting Moscow come
from BRICS countries, said Nata-
lia Sergunina, the deputy mayor of
Moscow.

Also, Maxim Reshetnikov, the
minister of economic development
of the Russian Federation, said,
“This year Russia is the chairman
of the expanded BRICS. The forum
allows the BRICS countries’ tourist
businesses to form solid alliances,
sign mutually beneficial contracts,
demonstrate the tourist potential
of each country. This will help our
countries to develop supply-side
economy.”

Eight cultural heritage experts honored as eternal figures

TEHRAN - In a Tehran ceremony held on
Tuesday, eight cultural heritage profession-
als were honored for their significant contri-
butions to the field during a ceremony.

The event marked the third occasion to
celebrate veterans and eternal figures in the
realms of restoration, cultural heritage, and
archeology, witnessing the attendance of the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami.

“A society which is grateful for its trea-
sures.” Ali Darabi, the cultural heritage depu-
ty chief, shed light on what the event is aimed
at. “is obliged to its historical identity”

The cherished eternal figures included the
late PhD Sadegh Malek Shahmirzadi, a re-

nowned archaeologist, and PhD Abdolmajid
Arfaei, a respected researcher and expert in
ancient languages.

Also honored were PhD Ahmad Jalali, for-
mer Iranian ambassador to UNESCO and
faculty member at Allameh Tabataba’i Uni-
versity, and PhD Fakhri Daneshpour-Parvar, a

distinguished archaeologist.

In addition, PhD Mahdi Rahbar, an archae-
ologist, researcher, and historical properties
conservator, was recognized, along with PhD
Mohammad-Mansour Falamaki, a veteran in
restoration and architectural education.

Engineer Ahmad Montazer, noted for his
work in restoring historical properties, and
Engineer Behrouz Vojdani, a music research-
er and cultural heritage veteran, were also
celebrated for their significant contributions.

In another part of the event, the attendees
paid homage to the late Iranian president,
Seyyed-Ebrahim Raisi, who was martyred in
a helicopter crash last month, naming him as
a true cultural heritage supporter.

Arg of Tabriz: a testament to Ilkhanate splendor

TEHRAN - For centuries, the Arg
of Tabriz, although partially in ruins
today, has captivated visitors with
its historical significance and archi-
tectural splendor.

Originally constructed in the 14th
century during the Ilkhanate era, the
monument also is known as Arg-e
Ali Shah, the Arch of Ali Shah, and the
Mosque of Ali Shah.

As a magnificent compound, it
originally featured a grand vaulted
mosque, adjoining prayer halls, ex-
tensive libraries, a vast courtyard
with a huge reflecting pool, and a
mausoleum, all encompassed by
massive walls.

The llkhanid dynasty, also called
Il-Khanid, was a Mongol dynasty that
ruled Iran from 1256 to 1335. Il-Khan
is Persian for “subordinate khan”

According to Archnet, the monu-
ment was believed to be the largest
brick structure ever built, was the
brainchild of Ali Shah, the Iranian
vizier during the reign of Oljeitu and
Abu Sa'id. “The scale and grandeur
of this complex reflect the archi-
tectural ambitions of the Ilkhanid
period, underlining the importance
of Tabriz as a cultural and political
center at the time”’

Ali Shah was the patron and pos-
sibly the designer of the mosque’s
plan. The structure was organized

around a traditional courtyard
mosque layout with four iwans.
However, it featured a unique design
where the mihrab was housed in a
majestic iwan, negating the need for
an additional domed structure. Some
experts say its innovative approach
highlights the blend of traditional
Islamic architecture with the distinc-
tive style of the Ilkhanate period.

The mosque’s rectangular court-
yard, paved with marble, measured
an impressive 286 meters wide by
229 meters long. Entered through
a pishtag—a rectangular frame
around an arched opening—the
courtyard featured iwans on the
west and east sides and a large iwan
on the southernmost wall, oriented
towards the gibla. The mihrab, po-
sitioned at the center of the gibla
wall, is adorned with three relieving
arches, adding to the structure’s ar-
chitectural elegance. High above the
ground level, two windows flank the
mihrab, contributing to the airy and
light-filled ambiance of the mosque.

At the center of the courtyard
was a square pool with an octag-
onal fountain, featuring jets and
four lions spouting water from their
mouths. This intricate water feature,
combined with the alabaster col-
umns of the stone-vaulted arcade
surrounding the courtyard, created
a serene and visually stunning en-

vironment. Trees were strategically
planted at each of the four corners
of the courtyard, enhancing the tran-
quility and beauty of the space.

The massive brick walls of the
Arg, plain yet imposing, are char-
acteristic of Mongol architecture
in Persia. These walls, along with
the curved corners of the gibla wall
and the rounded bastion behind the
mihrab recess, are some of the few
remaining elements of the original
structure. The iwan vault, which once
spanned 30 meters in width and 48
meters in depth, tragically collapsed
shortly after construction. Despite
this, the remnants of the Arg still
convey the grandeur of its original
design.

Adjacent to the iwan walls were a
madrasa and a khanga, which likely
provided the financial support nec-
essary to sustain the mosque. Al-
though little is known about these
structures due to their complete
collapse, their existence points to
Arg’s role as a center of learning and
religious devotion.

In later centuries, the Arg was
repurposed as a citadel, leveraging
its massive walls for defense. This
transformation earned it the local
name “Arg” or fortress. During the
19th century, amidst rising tensions
between Iran and Russia, the Arg

was further fortified with additional
military installations, including bar-
racks and a cannon foundry. These
additions underscore the strategic
importance of the Arg in Tabriz's mil-
itary history.

In the 20th century, the military
installations were removed, and the
surrounding area was transformed
into a park, enhancing the Arg’s ap-
peal as a public space. A significant
mosque was also constructed adja-
cent to the citadel, further cement-
ing the Arg’s role as a focal point of
religious and cultural activity in Ta-
briz.

Today, the Arg of Tabriz is a desti-
nation for tourists, offering a unique
glimpse into the historical and archi-
tectural legacy of the region. Visitors
can marvel at the remnants of this
once-grand structure, explore the
surrounding park, and reflect on the
Arg’s storied past. Whether you are
a history enthusiast, an architecture
aficionado, or even a curious traveler,
the Arg of Tabriz promises a rich and
rewarding experience.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites: Cueva de las Manos, Rio Pinturas

The Cueva de las Manos, Rio Pinturas, con-
tains an exceptional assemblage of cave art,
with many painted rock shelters, including
a cave, with magnificent pictographies sur-
rounded by an outstanding landscape, with
the river running through a deep canyon,
which were executed between 9,300 and
1,300 years ago.

According to UNESCO, the property takes
its name (Cave of the Hands) from the sten-

cilled outlines of human hands in the cave,
but there are also many depictions of ani-
mals, such as guanacos (Lama guanicoe ),
still commonly found in the region, as well
as hunting scenes that depict animals and
human figures interacting in a dynamic and
naturalistic manner.

The entrance to the Cueva is screened by
a rock wall covered by many hand stencils.
Within the rock shelter itself there are five

concentrations of rock art, later figures and
motifs often superimposed upon those from
earlier periods. The paintings were executed
with natural mineral pigments - iron oxides
(red and purple), kaolin (white), and natro-
jarosite (yellow), manganese oxide (black) -
ground and mixed with some form of binder.

(Source: UNESCO)



Knowledge-based companiesto @ SOCIETY

attend intl. IT exhibition in Turkey

TEHRAN - Iranian  knowl-
edge-based companies will par-
ticipate in the 28th Imex & ISAF
Information Technology Exhibition,
which will be held in Turkey from
October9to 12.

The Innovation and Prosperity
Fund will support Iranian delega-
tions and help them set up their
pavilions, ISNA reported.

The exhibition will cover the sec-
tors of Security; Electronic Secu-
rity; Homeland Security; National
Security; Cyber Security; Informa-
tion Security and the increasing re-
quirement; Smart Buildings; Smart
Life; Smart cities; and the use of
technology in the fields of Fire, Fire
Safety, and Occupational Health
and Safety.

Technological capabilities of
Iran’s agriculture, food in Kenya

Supported by the Vice-Presi-
dency for Science, Technology and
Knowledge-Based Economy, a to-
tal of 16 Iranian knowledge-based
companies took part in 9th edition
of agricultural technology exhibi-
tion which took place in Kenya from
June 12 to 16, Mehr news agency
reported.

The exhibition provided Iranian
knowledge-based companies the
opportunity to showcase their lat-
est achievements and findings in
different sectors including agri-
cultural drone, satellite monitoring
technology, hybrid seeds, organic
fertilizers, cow embryo technology,
as well as food and packaging in-
dustries.

Over 20 countries displayed the
latest innovations and technolog-
ical advancements in the agricul-
tural sector.

Iranian delegation pavilions were

well received by visitors.

Holding B2B meetings with im-
portant clients from state and
private sectors as well as visiting
farms and factories active in the
field of agriculture were among
the services offered to knowl-
edge-based companies.

Notable growth in knowl-
edge-based companies

The significant and fast-paced
growth in the number of knowl-
edge-based companies with over
200 percent increase in their num-
ber just over the past year (March
2023 - March 2024), shows the
solid foundation, dynamism, and
growth of the country in innovation
and technology and the productive
atmosphere which have been made
available in line with the goal of
boosting domestic production with
public participation.

The current administration
underscores the  quantitative
and qualitative development of
knowledge-based companies. The
number of companies, which was
around 5,000 before the current
administration took office in Au-
gust 2021, has now reached 10,000

with a total value of two billion dol-
lars.

Emergence of
edge-based companies

The law on supporting knowl-
edge-based companies and in-
stitutions, and commercializing
innovations and inventions, was
approved by the parliament in Ira-
nian year 1389 (2010 -2011), to
achieve a knowledge-based econ-
omy.

Throughout these years, ad-
ministrations have tried to boost
infrastructure to support knowl-
edge-based companies’ growth.

These efforts have accelerated
recently, especially in the current
administration. At the beginning
of the administration of President
Ebrahim Raisi, there were about
6,474 knowledge-based compa-
nies in the country, but in less than
two years, their numbers soared
and reached 9,215 companies, a
testimony of the government’s
approach to boosting local produc-
tion in the knowledge-based and
private sectors.

Meanwhile, the quantitative de-
velopment of knowledge-based

knowl-

companies has led to an increase
in their employment by 8.4 folds,
with more than 420,000 individ-
uals currently working in knowl-
edge-based related jobs.

Knowledge-based  companies’
products from 1399 (2020-2021)
to 1401 (2022-2023) increased by
about 100 percent reaching $1132
million from $296 million. The
knowledge-based companies’ im-
ports also increased by 50 percent
from $1,633 million to $3,855 mil-
lion.

Innovative companies with a
share of about 20 percent of all
knowledge-based companies, ac-
count for 67 percent of income
and more than 75 percent of ex-
ports and imports. However, tech-
nology companies with a share of
less than 7 percent have about 30
percent of revenue and over 20
percent of knowledge-based for-
eign trade.

Materials and products based
on chemical technology have the
largest share of exports, at least
50 percent, and this ratio has in-
creased yearly. Machinery, electric-
ity, electronics, and pharmaceutical
technologies rank next respective-
ly. Advanced chemicals is the only
technology area that has a positive
trade balance.

Meanwhile, the export of knowl-
edge-based products has in-
creased by 13 percent, while the
import has decreased by 10 per-
cent signifying the increase in the
volume of knowledge-based ex-
ports.

Accessing new markets is a
newly adopted strategy, that is,
deepening trade ties with coun-
tries, like Africa, that the country
has failed to note before.

Foreign nationals can benefit from banking services: official

TEHRAN - Concerning the implementation of
deposit plan for foreign nationals, they can ben-
efit from different banking services, the head
of the National Organization for Migration has
said.

“The plan only includes authorized immi-
grants who have been accepted by Iran and have
identity documentation,” IRNA quoted Abdollah
Mobini as saying.

The plan, started in the past Iranian year
(March 2023 - March 2024), aims to organize
the funds and financial resources of legal for-
eign nationals, he added.

The official went on to say foreign nationals
need to open a bank account in their names and
benefit from all banking services such ad own-
ing cards and using e-banking.

Services for legal foreign nationals

On March 13, the National Organization for
Migration, and Salamat Health Insurance Orga-
nization signed a memorandum of understand-
ing to provide health insurance services for legal
foreign nationals.

Referring to the health services provided for
refugees, Abdollah Mobini, the head of the Na-

97% of Iran affected by long-

tional Organization for Migration, said that in-
ternational organizations should shoulder their
responsibility and support Iran with the heavy
costs [related to refugees], IRNA reported.

“Our most important concern is the trans-
mission of diseases and other health problems
by foreign nationals, and that’s why we consider
ourselves obliged to promote the health of ref-
ugees,” he added.

The memorandum of understanding takes
a big step in improving the health of both host
and guest communities. It prevents the heavy
costs of prevention, treatment, and healthcare,
he noted.

Mohammad-Mehdi Nasehi, the managing
director of Salamat Health Insurance Organi-
zation, emphasized that providing insurance
coverage for foreign nationals is a priority in the
country’s health system.

He added that it helps both refugees and the
country with the heavy costs of treatment and
prevention, respectively.

Free health coverage for 200,000 refugees

With over 3.4 million refugees and refu-
gee-like populations, Iran has become the sec-
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term drought: expert

Based on the dada collected over the past decade approximately
97 percent of the country is affected by long-term drought, director
of the national drought waming and monitoring center, Sadeq Ziaeian,
has said.Some 12.7 percent of the country is hit by extremely severe
drought, 53.6 percent of the country is affected by severe drought while
248 percent of the country is facing moderate drought and 5.9 percent
of the country is withstanding mild drought, ISNA news agency quoted
Ziaeian as saying on Wednesday. He went on to say that extremely se-
vere long-term drought has had negative effects on 14.2 percent of the
country’s total population, severe long-term drought has hit 47 percent
of the country’s population, 30.7 percent of the country’s population is

affected by moderate long-term drought and 5.1 percent of the popula-

tion is stricken with mild drought.

About 200,000 foreign nationals in the coun-
try have been provided with free health insur-
ance with the financial support of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Nase-
hi said in February.

Foreign nationals who are considered finan-
cially struggling can benefit from free health
insurance services, Mehr news agency quoted
Nasehi as saying.

Stating that the number of refugees in the
country is far more than the number of people
who have been covered by free insurance, he
added that legal refugees can enjoy insurance
services by paying their insurance premiums.
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Meighan preservation plan to be

approved

TEHRAN - A comprehensive plan to pre-
serve the Meighan wetland ecosystem will
be approved under the supervision of the
Department of Environment (DOE) in six
months, Ali Salajegeh, the head of DOE, has
said.

The wetland is located in Markazi province
and stretches over 25,000 hectares of land
area.

Paying a visit to the wetland on Thursday,
June 20, Salajeqeh said the Meighan wetland
is one of the main habitats for diverse plant
and animal species, including migratory
birds. Moreover, the wetland acts as a nat-
ural defense against sand and dust storms,
IRIB reported.

“The extraction of sodium sulfate has dis-
rupted the balance of the wetland’s ecosys-
tem. The comprehensive plan will help re-
solve legal issues and restore the wetland,”
the official noted.

Salajegeh went on to say, “Currently, the
water right of the wetland coms from swage.
So far, 65 percent of the wetland is filled with
water. Thanks to the water year supply, the
wetland hosts migratory birds”

Preservation of wetlands with an eco-
system approach

The ecosystem approach for the protection
and management of 46 wetlands across the
country is being used.

The approach is based on the application
of appropriate scientific methodologies
focused on levels of biological organiza-
tion, which encompass the essential struc-
ture, processes, functions, and interactions
among organisms and their environment.

It was launched in the Iranian calendar year
1384 (March 2005-March 2006) in Parishan
and Shadegan wetlands as well as Lake Ur-
mia, ISNA reported.

The Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) defines the ecosystem approach as “a
strategy for the integrated management of
land, water, and living resources that pro-
motes conservation and sustainable use in
an equitable way”.

It goes beyond examining single issues,
species, or ecosystem functions in iso-
lation. Instead, it recognizes ecological
systems for what they are: rich mixes of
elements that interact with each other
continuously. This understanding is par-

[ -

ticularly important for coasts and seas,
where the nature of water keeps systems
and functions connected.

The Approach is also a way of making de-
cisions in order to manage human activities
sustainably. It recognizes that human activ-
ities both affect the ecosystem and depend
on it. Thus, it aims to improve the way human
activities are managed for the protection of
the marine environment.

In 2015, the DOE initiated an effort with
the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) aiming to preserve and revive the
country’s wetlands.

In the next phase in 2017, the government
of Japan supported the project focusing on
the sustainable management of water and
soil resources around Urmia Lake as well as
Shadegan and Bakhtegan wetlands.

It is a five-year plan, voluntarily support-
ed by Japan, to take advantage of both their
financial and technical assistance, ISNA
quoted Mojtaba Zoljoodi, an official with the
Department of Environment, as saying. Three
years have passed since the implementation
of the project, he added.

“To implement the program in the re-
maining two years, we are consulting with
the government of Japan and other govern-
ments that are willing to cooperate with
Iran to be able to implement the project
properly.

The plan to conserve Iran’s wetlands is one
of the good practical projects that, if contin-
ues, can help not only the wetlands of Iran
but also the wetlands of other countries.”

The results of the implementation of the
project in 200 villages concerning water con-
sumption have shown that a good amount
of water in the agriculture sector has been
saved. In addition, productivity, quality of the
products, and the economic income of the
family have increased.

IRCS provides relief to quake-affected

people in Kashmar

TEHRAN - The Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety has provided rescue services to people af-
fected by the earthquake in the city of Kash-
mar, Khorasan Razavi province.

An earthquake of 4.9 magnitude at a depth
of 10 km occurred in Khorasan Razavi prov-
ince, northeastern Iran, on 18 June.

The epicenter was located approximately 2
km north-northwestern of Kashmar city.

According to reports four people died, 115
were injured (35 hospitalized), and some 900
buildings were damaged, YJC reported.

Atotal of 41 relief teams consisting of 226
rescuers conducted some 76 rescue opera-
tions, the IRCS website quoted Yagoub Solei-
mani, an official with the IRCS, as saying.

So far, seven emergency camps with 340
tents have been established in Kashmar, he
added.

IRCS services

The Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS)
offered first-aid training services to more
than four million people from March 14 to
April 5.

Some 63,000 other people also received
rescue services.

Among 4,370 operations and services car-
ried out by the IRCS, 2,525 were rescue op-
erations, ISNA quoted Babak Mahmoudi, an
IRCS official, as saying.

The IRCS provided emergency shelters
for 3,931 individuals, treated 5,257 wound-
ed people, and transferred 1,567 others to
health centers.

Moreover, within the framework of a pro-
gram initiated on March 14, more than four

million individuals were trained in first aid by
the IRCS trainers, and 400 others received
online training.

Also, kids were made aware of natural haz-
ards, such as floods and earthquakes, and
other dangers using virtual reality or playing
games.

A training workshop focusing on lowering
harms caused by drug addiction was held
with the cooperation of the IRCS and Villa
Maraini Foundation of Italy in Tehran in De-
cember 2023.

Pirhossein Kolivand, the head of the IRCS,
and Massimo Barra, the head of the Villa
Maraini Foundation, met on the sidelines of
the event.

Kolivand stated that drug users encoun-
ter severe health issues, suffering from an
identity crisis which leads to their exclusion
by both their families and society, the IRCS
website reported.

However, initiative projects, such as Harm
Reduction on Drug Addiction, serve the pur-
pose of educating and offering healthcare to
these individuals, enabling them to reinte-
grate into society, reunite with their families,
and restore self-esteem.
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One’s obedience to God is proportionate to one’s wisdom.
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What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting
* Paintings by Sahar Eshgi Sani are currently on view in an
exhibition at Vaali Gallery.

The exhibit named “Brides of the World” will continue until
July 12 at the gallery located at 72 Khoddami St., Vanak Sq.
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Brides of the World

* An exhibition of paintings by Mahboubeh Barzi is underway
at Jinus Gallery.

The exhibition titled “Inhabitant” will run until June 26 at the
gallery located at 21 Fatemei St., off Vali-e Asr Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Hamed Sahihi is currently
underway at Aran Gallery.
Entitled “Parallel Secret”, the exhibition will run until July 12

at the gallery located at 5 Lolagar St., Neauphle-le-Chateau
St.

* Zahra Qiasi is putting her latest paintings on view in an
exhibition at Bavan Gallery.

Entitled “Phosphene”, the exhibit will run until July 12 at the
gallery located at 7 Abdo off Lareztan St. off Motahhari Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Navid Shahneshin is currently
, ondisplay in an exhibition at Ev Gallery.

; Entitled “Alternative Rorschach”, the exhibition runs
4 *C,}, until July 2 at the gallery located at No.5, Arabi Alley, North
_F‘ 2. Kheradmand St., Karim Khan Ave.
£l 35031
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* Roxaneh Rouhani is displaying her latest paintings in an
exhibition at Idea Gallery.

The exhibition will be running until June 26 at the gallery
located at 26, 18th St. off Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.
Seraj.

n The exhibition entitled “Persona” runs until July 1 at the
_ gallery that can be found at 17 Zartosht St., Vali-e Asr Ave.
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* Javid Gallery is hosting an exhibition of paintings by Mehri

*Shirin Gallery is showcasing the latest collection of paintings
by Leila Hosseinpour in an exhibition entitled “Illmeh”.

The exhibit will run until July 3 at the gallery located at No. 5,
13th St., Karim Khan Ave.
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Sculpture

* A collection of sculptures by Sohrab Hassanbeigi, Sahar
Heidarzadeh, Sina Kondor and Amir Ali Maleki is on view in an
exhibition at Nagsh-e Jahan Gallery.

The exhibit named “The Waste Art” will be running until
June 26 at the gallery located at 9 Ayatollah Mahmudi St. in
the Niavaran neighborhood.
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* Sculptures by Ashkan Behjou are currently on view in an
exhibition at Etemad Gallery 1.

The exhibition named “Eternal Statue” will be running until
July 9 at the gallery located at 25 Shirudi Alley, Mofatteh St.,
near Haft-e Tir Square. =

Chinese translation of Leader’s “Cell No. 14”’
unveiled at Beijing International Book Fair

TEHRAN-The Chinese translation
of “Cell No. 14" memories of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali  Khamenei, was
unveiled on the opening day of the
30th Beijing International Book Fair
(BIBF).

Iranian ambassador to China
Mohsen Bakhtiar and cultural
attaché Nematollah Iranzadeh were
present at the unveiling ceremony
onJune 19, IRNAreported on Friday.

The book covers the first half
of the life of Ayatollah Khamenei,
from his early childhood all the way
to the 1979 Islamic Revolution that
brought the monarchical regime to
anend in Iran.

In his book, the author skillfully
transports readers to a tangible
and realized space through simple
yet comprehensive literature.
The book’s narrative is devoid of

BOOKS
FROM IRAN
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imposing or imaginative elements,
resulting in a striking sense of
concreteness and realization.

It is a remarkable saga of a
young cleric blessed with an
indomitable spirit who fights
a dictatorial regime with his
sermons and speeches as well as
with his organizational abilities.
He never loses hope despite being
sent to prison and exile and finally
emerges victorious against all
odds.

The book serves as a source of
inspiration to all activists around
the globe who are trying to bring
about social and political change.

It also contains unpublished
photos of the Leader, his father, and
his children, in addition to a photo
collection of paintings related to
the topics in the book.

The Persian edition of the book
was published in 2019. It was a
Persian translation of “Inna Ma as-
SabriNasra” the Leader had written
in Arabic. The memories were then
compiled by the Iranian Arabic
language scholar Mohammad-Ali
Azarshab.

Since then, the Spanish,
Portuguese, Urdu and Bengali
translations of the book have also

been published.

Boasting a total of 220,000
books from China and abroad,
the 2024 Beijing International
Book Fair is underway in Beijing.
The 2024 event is hosting 1,050
overseas exhibitors, 150 more than
2023.

With the theme “deepening
exchanges and learning between
civilizations, building a win-win
future filled with cooperation,” this
iteration of BIBF has added 15 new
participating countries compared
with 2023, including Bangladesh,
the Philippines, the Czech Republic,

Slovakia, New Zealand, and Nigeria.

The exhibited books cover
categories such as philosophy and
social sciences, ancient books,
science and technology, literature
and art, and children’s books.

Iran has participated in the event
with over 500 titles in various fields
including  literature, children’s,
history, and art among others.

Founded in 1986, the BIBF has
become the second-largest book
fair in the world and the most
internationalized book fair in Asia.

This year’s edition of the BIBF
will conclude on June 23.

Iranian documentary “A Tale of the Final Year” compete
in Mumbai International Film Festival

TEHRAN-The 18th Mumbai International Film
Festival was held in India from June 15 to 21 with
one Iranian film participating in the event.

“ATale of the Final Year” by Mehdi Jabinshenas
was the only film from Iran, which was present
in the International Competition Section -
Documentary, ISNA reported.

The 48-minute documentary shows Mrs.
Salem, a second-grade primary school teacher,
in the last year of her teaching. She has been
involved in online education. But she does not
send photos and videos of herself. The principal,
who will also retire this year, is concerned about
the state of education. She is trying to maintain
the reputation of her 30-year management.

[t won the best sound and editing award in the
feature documentary section of the 16th Jaipur
International Film Festival (JIFF) in India, earlier

this year in January.

The Mumbai International Film Festival,
popularly known as MIFF is one of the oldest and
much sought-after competitive festivals for
documentary, Short Fiction and Animation films
in South Asia.

Held biennially since 1990, MIFF has grown
in terms of participation of countries, quality
of films screened, run up and side events. The
international event is organized by the Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting, Government of
India.

MIFF provides a platform for documentary
filmmakers from all over the world to meet,
exchange ideas, explore the possibilities of co-
productions and marketing of documentary,
short and animation films and also broadening
the vision of the filmmakers vis-a-vis world

cinema.

Documentary cinema creates the most
significant impact on the world. One that not
only educates, inspires and motivates a change
in the society but also acts as a tool that
transcends cultures and boundaries.

The flourishing non-fiction film movement
spearheaded by MIFF has gained momentum
with the increased need for more realistic
content as opposed to the more dramatized and
commercial fiction stories.

MIFF with the participation of the world’s
leading documentary-making countries with
theirbest content, gives documentary,animation
and short fiction filmmakers their wings so that
they can soar into deeper conceptualizations
that accommodate narratives of the past,
present and future of the society.

Album featuring Iranian traditional
music unveiled in Isfahan

TEHRAN- The music album
“Haal-e  Bostan” by Master

He added that these principles
are applicable to all seven arts Ali

celebrated  vocalist

and Mohammad

his notable works is “Iran,” which
was produced during the Iran-Iraqg

brothers
Saeidi,

Fazlollah Shahzamani, a renowned
veteran vocalist from the Isfahan
School of Music, was unveiled in
Isfahan on Wednesday.

Organized by the Isfahan
Municipality’s Music Department,
the event was attended by local
artists and music lovers.

During the ceremony Mansour
Azamikia, a researcher, traditional
music expert, and vocalist from
the Isfahan School of Music
emphasized that an artist’s identity
is shaped by three key factors, his
school of thought, personal style,
and musical content.

and that they enable artists to
stand out as contemporaries or
predecessors. He also highlighted
the significance of Master
Shahzamani’s artistic career as
a representation of the Isfahan
School of Music’s identity, style,
and content.

The evening continued with a
documentary about Shahzamani’s
life and career, followed by his own
speech in which he spoke about his
love and passion for Iranian music.

The program then featured a
special performance by Master
Shahzamani’s students, featuring

accompanied by an ensemble of
renowned musicians, including
Amir Mehdi Mogaddam on oud,
Siavash Abedzadeh on tar, Amir
Mohammadzadeh on kamancheh,
and Iman Bohloul on tombak.

Fazlollah ~ Shahzamani  was
born in 1950 in Isfahan, Iran. He
graduated from the Isfahan School
of Music under the guidance of
renowned masters Hossein Yavari
and Jalal Taj-e Esfahani. With
over four decades of experience,
Shahzamani has been teaching
[ranian music since the 1970s
and has also composed music for
various cultural events. One of

War and broadcast on radio. He
retired from the Isfahan center
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB).

The album “Haal-e Bostan”
showcases Shahzamani’s
masterpieces, accompanied by
talented artists from Isfahan,
including Hassan Mansouri, Misih
Kaboutari, Masoud Kaboutari, Abbas
Alikhani, Mohammad Golastaneh

Zadeh, and Majid Hesabi.

Photo: Fazlollah Shahzamani
gives a speech during the unveiling
ceremony of his latest music album
in Isfahan on June 19, 2024.

Guzel Yakhina’s “My Children” published in Persian

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of the book
“My Children” written by the Russian author
Guzel Yakhina has been released in the book
market across Iran.

Niloofar Publications has published the
award-wining book in 466 pages with a
translation by Zeynab Younesi.

In 2019, the book was the winner of Big Book, a
Russian literary award for best prose in Russian,
Mehr reported.

The novel happens in the early period of Soviet
Union history, at the the Volga region in the
1920-1930s. The main character — Jacob Bach
— is Russian German, a teacher in Gnadental.
He brings a daughter up in an isolated village,
writes fairy tales and becomes a witness of
milestones in the country’s life.

The novel is based on real events about the
extermination of the Volga Germans during the
reign of Joseph Stalin in the USSR. This is a story
on the border of magical realism and surrealism,
where everyday life is intertwined with a fairy
tale, and reality with fiction.

“Volga Germans united two very important
topics in my life — the German language, German
culture and the Volga River. | can say it wasn't
that complicated to write because these topics
had been with me for long. | was born on the
Volga River, | grew up on it, | love this river very
much. | had a teaching degree in German first
and my grandfather was a countryside German
teacher (by the way, | dedicated this novel to
him),” the author has said about her book.

According to Yakhina, “a historical novel

in Russia has many different functions. The
first function is connection with previous
generations. We know about our grandmothers
and great-grandmothers’ life little at times
because family ties were broken for historical
reasons: somebody left the country, somebody
was killed at war, died from hunger. Many people
hid their origin - the knowledge of the past often
became dangerous for life for next generations.
A historical novel talking about the early Soviet
era or the early past century helps us today to
feel our ancestors better, think of them, touch
them. It’s an important function”.

Guzel Yakhina, 47, is a Russian author and
screenwriter. She is a winner of the Big Book
literary prize and the Yasnaya Polyana Literary
Award.
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Special issue on martyr FM 2

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Throughout his-
tory, it is unusual to find a
figure whose allies and de-
tractors unanimously agree
on their character.

Individuals are often per-
ceived differently by differ-
ent groups. However, Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian stands
out as a man whose defining
traits were consistently rec-
ognized. Anyone who came to
know him can probably agree
that Amir Abdollahian was
hardworking, patient, and had
a deep affection for both the
Iranian nation and freedom
fighters in the region.

An Israeli analyst appearing
on the regime’s TV following
Amir Abdollahian’s demise be-
lieved he worked as diligently
as three ministers combined.
Palestinians interviewing with
journalists in the besieged
Gaza Strip, spoke of how they
felt like they had lost a dear
friend and staunch support-
er, and colleagues who had
worked closely with him over
the years admitted they had
never encountered someone
as hardworking and compas-
sionate as him.

Life and career

Amir Abdollahian, born in
Damagan, Semnan province,
in April 1964, dedicated his ca-
reer to Iranian diplomacy. He
began his journey by study-
ing diplomatic relations at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
College, followed by a master’s
and doctorate in international
relations from the University
of Tehran. This academic foun-
dation laid the groundwork for
his extensive service to the
Iranian government.

A series of prominent roles
mark Amir Abdollahian’s ca-
reer. He served as deputy am-
bassador to Baghdad, gaining
invaluable experience in re-
gional diplomacy. He held key
positions within the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, including
deputy director of the Persian
Gulf Department, deputy spe-
cial assistant for Iragi affairs,
and member of the Iran-EU
Nuclear Negotiations Com-
mittee. He played a crucial role
in the Tehran-Baghdad-Wash-
ington negotiations on Iraq
and headed the Special Iraq
Desk at the ministry.
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Amir Abdollahian:
The Resistance’s strong arm

The late diplomat dedicated his life to serving Iran and the region

B

Amir Abdollahian’s diplo-
matic expertise extended be-
yond the regional sphere. He
served as Ambassador of Iran
to Bahrain, further expanding
his understanding of inter-
national relations. His com-
mitment to diplomacy was
evident in his appointment as
director-general of the West
Asia Department and deputy
foreign minister for Arab and
African Affairs.

Prior to assuming the high-
est office in Iranian diplomacy,
Amir Abdollahian also served

as special assistant to the
Speaker of the Parliament
and director-general of inter-
national affairs at the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Par-
liament).

On August 25, 2021, he was
appointed Minister of Foreign
Affairs, a role he held until
his tragic passing on May 19,
2024.

Efforts and legacies

Amir Abdollahian was a
man of action, not words. His
efforts often unfolded in the
shadows; their impact was felt

only when their remarkable
outcomes made headlines.
His diplomacy was marked by
quiet processes, yet yielded
extraordinary results.

One of the late diplomat’'s
most enduring legacies lies
in the closer, more cordial
ties he forged with regional
countries. His tenure, though
brief, bore remarkable fruit: a
detente with Saudi Arabia and
promising  rapprochements
with Egypt and Bahrain. While
past administrations had
boasted of ambitious plans,
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like the Hormuz peace initia-
tive, to foster regional secu-
rity and strong relationships,
Amir Abdollahian shied away
from such pronouncements.
He avoided media fanfare, in-
stead opting to only appear in
front of the camera to deliver
good news, rather than hopes
and wishes.

Beyond strengthening ties
in West Asia, Amir Abdollahian
extended his diplomatic reach
to other corners of the world.
His efforts with European,
African, and Asian nations se-
cured two landmark member-
ships for modern Iran: entry
into BRICS and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization.

Meanwhile contrary to pre-
dictions from his Iranian crit-
ics, Amir Abdollahian did not
isolate Iran from the West.
He maintained dialogue with
Western nations even during
turbulent times, ensuring
that communication channels
remained open regardless of
domestic or international de-
velopments.

While his accomplishments
in securing deals and agree-
ments are notable, future his-
torians may well deem Amir
Abdollahian’s most significant
contribution to actually be
the crises he prevented. His
efforts played a crucial role in
keeping war at bay in a vola-
tile region, particularly amidst
Israel’s relentless attacks on
Gaza. The U.S. State Depart-
ment’s condolences, extend-
ed to both him and President
Raisi, speak volumes about
his role in containing violence
and preventing regional esca-
lation.

From October 7 until his
passing, Amir Abdollahian em-
barked on numerous regional
tours. He not only met with
foreign officials but also en-
gaged with resistance forces,
whom he held in high regard.
He facilitated their strategic
moves and amplified their
voices on the diplomatic stage,
demonstrating a deep under-
standing of the realities on the
ground. He never separated
diplomacy from the battle-
field, and his efforts kept the
region safe, at times when a
full-scale war was just around
the corner due to the Israeli
regime’s savage crimes.
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Acting FM lauds Amir Abdollahian’s tireless
efforts to advance foreign policy goals

'y

TEHRAN - Ali Bagheri, the
acting foreign minister, issued
a message on May 21 offering
condolences over the demise
of President Ebrahim Raisi and
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian and their entou-
rage.

Ali Bagheri, who served as
Amir Abdollahian’s deputy for
political affairs, called Raisi a
valiant president and Amir Ab-
dollahian a revolutionary for-
eign minister who sought to
deepen peace and friendship
among the regional nations.

Following is the text of his
message:

My colleagues and | in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
offer condolences to Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Imam
Khamenei (may his life be
long); the honourable fami-
lies and the noble nation of
Iran over the martyrdom of
Ayatollah Seyyed Ebrahim
Raisi, the beloved and valiant
President; Mr. Amir Abdolla-
hian, the honourable and rev-
olutionary Minister of Foreign
Affairs; Ayatollah Al-e-Hash-
em, the honourable Friday
prayers leader of Tabriz; and
their companions on the path
of rendering another service
to the people as well as deep-
ening peace and friendship
among the nations of the re-
gion.

Ayatollah Raisi and Mr. Amir
Abdollahian had the honour of
serving the sacred establish-
ment of the Islamic Republic
and the noble nation of Iran in
their blessed lives, and their
departure while on duty is
the best divine reward for the
chosen warriors of God.

During my collaboration
with Ayatollah Raisi, a servant
of Imam Reza, in both his po-
sitions as the chief of the Ju-
diciary and the head of the ex-
ecutive branch of power, and
during my cooperation with
Mr. Amir Abdollahian, | have
closely witnessed their lasting
and impactful services to the
sacred Islamic establishment
and their deep love for the
honorable nation of Islamic
Iran.

Ayatollah Raisi, during his
distinguished services in vari-
ous positions, including during
his presidency, showcased as-
pects of revolutionary and dil-
igent governance by providing
outstanding services to the
dear people of Iran in various
fields.

The late President metic-
ulously pursued diplomacy
based on the strategic prin-
ciple of «dignity, wisdom, and
expediency» with the aim of
the comprehensive defense of
the rights of the great Iranian
nation, strengthening cooper-
ation in foreign relations with
a priority on good neighbor-
hood policy, further elevating

the position of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the interna-
tional system, supporting the
oppressed nation of Palestine
and other oppressed peoples
against the tyranny of global
arrogance and the criminal Zi-
onist regime.

Mr. Amir Abdollahianss deep
understanding, as a close
and compassionate aide to
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the honorable President, the
resistance front, the people,
and the countries of the re-
gion was a pivotal center for
advancing the foreign policy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
including in the area of good
neighborhood policy, enhanc-
ing friendly relations with
nations and governments,
and defending the Palestinian

people.

His dedication to the pros-
perity and security of the
region>s nations, especially
during his tenure as the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, was
exemplary, and his departure
while on the return from an-
other arena of service in this
direction serves as another
testament to this claim.

The character and perfor-
mance of my dear brother
Hossein Amir Abdollahian re-
flected his deep, heartfelt be-
lief in the original principles of
the Islamic Revolution and his
concern for maximizing Islam-
ic and national interests.

“Amir Abdollahian’s
dedication to the
prosperity and
security of the
regionss nations,
especially during his
tenure as the Minister
of Foreign Affairs,
was exemplary””

His tireless and selfless ef-
forts to achieve the goals of
the Islamic Republic of Iranss
foreign policy, especially in
supporting the axis of resis-
tance, developing ever more
friendship with neighbors
and solidarity with Muslims,
strengthening relations with
emerging powers and new
multilateral alliances, and his
high moral virtues, including
good manners and humility,
will be remembered forever.

The loss of these dear mar-
tyrsis a significant loss for the
sacred establishment of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
the entire Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Indeed, their valuable
and high-minded thoughts
and policies for advancing
Iran>s foreign policy, includ-
ing in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, will continue using
all capacities, and efforts will
be made to ensure that this
unfortunate incident will not
hinder the serious duties and
responsibilities of the sincere
servants of the Iranian nation
in the diplomatic apparatus.



By Mohammad Sadegh Fazli
Director General of the
Foreign Minister’s Office

TEHRAN - For the past few days,
the warm and kind voice of the foreign
minister has been absent from the
hallways, phones, meetings, and offic-
es. There are no messages or instruc-
tions, and his always-open office door
is now closed, with an eerie silence. He
has left this earthly world and chosen
to commune with the sacred and ce-
lestial.

| first met him in the early days of
my service in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and later in the Iraq Task Force,
the embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Bahrain, the General Directorate
of the Persian Gulf, the Deputy for Arab
and African Affairs, and the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Parliament).
However, the period when | had the
honor of working with him as minister
stands out, showcasing his sincere ef-
forts and tireless dedication as the
organizer of our diplomatic efforts.

When Hossein Amir Abdollahian re-
ceived his vote of confidence in the
Islamic Consultative Assembly in 2021,
| was the chief of the Lebanon Depart-
ment in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Shortly afterward, with his approval, |
took on the responsibility of the Gen-
eral Directorate of West Asia. A few
months later, | was appointed as his
Advisor and Director General of his Of-
fice. What distinguished
him from others

was his consis-
tent  behavior
and approach, his $5&

unchanging per- "\ ?

P ——n

sonal character,
coupled with his
seriousness  in
action, good na-
ture, and calm
demeanor.
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Martyr Hossein

Amir Abdollahian was
a dedicated and active
Foreign Minister of Iran

Entering the ministry

Martyr Amir Abdollahian was born
on April 23, 1964, the night of Imam
Husseinss (PBUH) birth, which is why
he was named Hossein. Having lost
his father in childhood, he pursued his
education diligently and was accepted
at the School of International Relations
School of the Foreign Ministry in 1987.
After graduation, Amir Abdollahian
was employed as an expert at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. In 1997, after
earning his masterss degree from the

Faculty of Law and Political Science

appointed as the Deputy Ambassa-
dor of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Baghdad. He also obtained a PhD
in international relations from the
University of Tehran.

In 2001, after returning from Bagh-

dad, he became the Deputy Director of
the Persian Gulf Political Department
and, from 2003 for three years, served
as the Deputy Special Assistant for
the Iraq Affairs. In 2007, he was
appointed as the Ambassador
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Bahrain. Upon returming to
Tehran, he was appointed as
the Director-General of the
Persian Gulf in 2010. At the
age of 47, in 2011, he was
appointed Deputy Foreign
Minister for Arab and Afri-
can Affairs by then-Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Salehi. In
the subsequent adminis-
tration in 2016, he went
to the Islamic Consul-
tative Assembly and
served as an advi-
sor to the Parlia-
ment speaker
onintermational
affairs.

From August 25, 2021, when he
received 270 votes in favor, 6 votes
against, and 10 abstentions to become
Foreign Minister, to the day of his mar-
tyrdom, a total of 1,000 days passed.
During these thousand days, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the 13th gov-
ernment, adhering to the fundamental
principles of the Islamic Revolution and
the sacred system of the Islamic Re-
public as stated in the Constitution and
other upstream documents, worked
towards maintaining the country»s in-
dependence and security and achieving
national goals and interests. Within the
framework of the transformative goals
of the service-oriented government of
President Raisi, and considering the
strategic principles of dignity, wisdom,
and expediency, he based his plans and
actions on the strategy of «balanced
foreign policy, dynamic diplomacy, and
intelligent interaction.» In this path,
with active engagement in dynamic di-
plomacy, it prioritized the development
of relations with neighbors, active
economic diplomacy, strengthening
public diplomacy in line with the jihad
of explanation, supporting the Axis of
Resistance, safeguarding the rights of
the peaceful nuclear program, striving
to lift unjust sanctions, strengthening
multilateralism, countering the hege-
monic system, activating and utilizing
parliamentary diplomacy, protect-
ing the rights of Iranians abroad and
strengthening their connection with
the homeland. It also optimized the use
of committed and specialized human
resources in the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and led organizational structural
reforms.

His ministry initially faced multiple
challenges, including the urgent need
to secure and produce COVID-19 vac-
cines, developments in Afghanistan,
the ongoing crisis between the Re-
public of Azerbaijan and Armenia, and
foreign exchange demands, which he
managed and advanced the country
through his efforts and leadership.
He and his organization were able to
achieve significant transformations
in the field of summit diplomacy and
neighborliness policy. Arranging meet-
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ings between the President and for-
eign leaders every 14 days was just
part of the summit diplomacy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran during this
government. The acceptance of the
Islamic Republic of Iran>s membership
in the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation as the ninth main member and
membership in BRICS were other sig-
nificant foreign policy achievements in
which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
played an unparalleled role. Under his
guidance, the diplomatic body man-
aged to implement the 25-year strate-
gic cooperation agreement with China
and prepared the groundwork for a
similar pact with Russia. Furthermore,
in implementing the policy of devel-
oping relations with neighboring and
Asian countries, prioritizing economic
diplomacy in foreign interactions, and
developing relations with African and
Latin American countries, other tangi-
ble achievements were made. Some of
these include:

- Repairing relations with various
countries such as Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Egypt, Sudan, etc.

- Securing strategic needs from for-
eign countries like vaccines and med-
icines

- Recognizing the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs as the top government agency
in the 2022 Shahid Rajai Festival

- Signing over 600 cooperation doc-
uments with foreign countries

- Finalizing Iran>s membership in two
crucial organizations: BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization

- Planning to enhance the status of
Iranians abroad

- Optimizing consular service sys-
tems and increasing service hours and
days for the public

- Improving the rank of the Iranian
passport from 190 in 2020 to 86 in
2023

- Implementing the 25-year cooper-
ation agreement with China

- Effectively managing regional
crises like Afghanistan, the Azerbai-
jan-Armenia war, and Turkey-Syria
tensions » Page 5
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From page 4 » - Conducting
around 300 meetings and over
400 telephone conversations
with foreign officials

- Establishing political-stra-
tegic consultation committees
with dozens of countries

- Taking fruitful actions in un-
freezing significant financial re-
sources of the Islamic Republic
of Iran abroad

- Increasing the value of for-
eign exchanges by 14% with 21
target countries

- Securing the presidency of
the Asia Cooperation Dialogue

In the early days of his ser-
vice, Amir Abdollahian traveled
to Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon, and
continuously supported the is-
sue of Palestine and the Axis of
Resistance. In recent months,
with the brutal invasion of the
Zionist regime against Gaza
since October 7, the most ex-
tensive diplomatic efforts to
condemn the invasion and
prevent its continuation were
initiated by Amir Abdollahian.
Conducting over 120 phone calls
with counterparts and more
than 80 meetings with officials
from various countries in the
shortest possible time were
among the actions of the «man
of diplomacy.» His diplomatic
movements to voice the plight
of the oppressed Palestinian
people were so impactful that
Zionist media were forced to
admit defeat against these ac-
tions. Martyr Amir Abdollahian
also personally participated in
several sessions of the United
Nations General Assembly and
Security Council to condemn Zi-
onist crimes, meeting with doz-

Amir Abdollahian
was known for
his politeness

and humbleness
even among his

harshest critics.

ens of officials from different
countries each time.

The history of Iran will not
forget the services of this great
man who managed interactions
with global actors without im-
posing unnecessary costs and
played a crucial role in oppos-
ing the Zionist regimess ag-
gression. From my perspective,
the world lost a peace-loving
man, a guardian of national
interests, an anti-imperialist,
a supporter of the oppressed,
and a valuable diplomat. Late
Amir Abdollahian was known
for his politeness and humble-
ness even among his harshest

critics. He never rejected any-
one for insufficient reasons; on
the contrary, he believed that a
manager must be able to work
with all elements of an orga-
nization. He always said it was
wrong to exclude someone just
because their views differ from
ours; instead, we should try to
win them over. During these
unforgettable thousand days,
he paid special attention to all

The world lost

a peace-loving
man, a guardian of
national interests,
an anti-imperialist,
a supporter of the

oppressed, and a

valuable diplomat.

personal correspondence and
calls from colleagues or fellow
Iranians. None of the requests
made to him went unanswered,
and the annotation «follow up
and let me know the result»
was one of his well-known an-
notations on personal requests
from colleagues. He was always
committed to implementing
the directives of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution and had
assigned a committee to exe-
cute those views. He pursued
the President>s orders with de-
termination and power, always
emphasizing: «We have a short
time to serve and to move, the
time is over; so we should not
miss the opportunity.» Fatigue
and laziness had no place in his
management. | testify that he
was highly sensitive to any il-
legal or non-regulatory actions
and his greatest vigilance was
towards higher officials and rel-
atives. He was extremely sensi-
tive to informal relationships
and illegal actions, constantly
worrying that a colleaguess
right might be infringed. At the
same time, he believed that
matters should be pursued
with decisiveness, speed, and
accuracy and concluded within
a specified period. He placed
great emphasis on respecting
veterans and retirees and was
ready to help provide for their
welfare.

In conclusion, with his mar-
tyrdom, he continued diploma-
cy. The arrival of over 60 dele-
gations from various countries
to Tehran on the afternoon of
Wednesday, May 22, marked
another achievement in foreign
policy.

May his soul rest in peace... He
lived happily and died a martyr.

Japanese ambassador says
Amir Abdollahian raised Iran’s
regional status

TEHRAN - Japan’s ambassador to Iran
tells the Tehran Times that Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian “played an in-
strumental role in realizing stable relations
with Iran’s neighbors and raising the profile
of Iran in the region”

Tamaki Tsukada also says dialogue be-
tween Iranian and Japanese Foreign Min-
isters deepened the “understanding and
trust” between Tehran and Tokyo.?

Iranian Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahi-
an, President Ebrahim Raisi and their en-
tourage lost their lives in a tragic helicopter
crash in northwestern Iran on May 19.

Ambassador Tsukada says Japan likes to
continue to hold frank dialogue on issues of
mutual concern with the new Iranian presi-
dent and foreign minister.

Following is the text of the interview:

What is your feeling about the passing
of the Iranian Foreign Minister?

| am deeply saddened by the passing of
Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian. | ex-
press my condolences to Iran as a nation to
its people, and especially to his family, not
only as a representative of the Government
of Japan, but also personally.

Upon receiving the news of their pass-
ing, the Emperor of Japan sent a condol-
atory message to H.E. Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and the Emperor and Em-
press of Japan offered flowers. Mr. KISHI-
DA Fumio, Prime Minister of Japan, sent a
message of condolences to H.E. Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and H.E. Mr. Mo-
hammad Mokhber, the Acting President of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Ms. KAMIKAWA
Yoko, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan
also sent a message of condolences. As in-
dicated by the various forms of condolenc-
es expressed, the news came as a great
shock to many who had close ties with Iran.

| met Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian
for the first-time last December when |
presented him the copy of my credentials
and conveyed my determination to con-
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tribute to the strengthening of Japan-Iran
relations. When | underwent a surgery in
Iran in February of this year, the Minister
himself not only sent me flowers, but also
visited my residence with his lovely family.

This memory will remain in my heart for the
rest of my life.

What is your perspective on his diplo-
matic legacies?

In August 2023, Foreign Minister Amir
Abdollahian visited Japan and made a cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister Kishida and also
had a meeting with then Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa HAYASHI, currently the chief
cabinet secretary. During his visit, Foreign
Minister Amir Abdollahian made important
strides to continue our cooperation and di-
alogue on various fronts.

After these meetings, two high-lev-
el meetings took place one after another.
Japan-Iran summit meeting at the margin
of the UN General Assembly in New York in
September 2023, and Japan-Iran Foreign
Ministers’ meeting at the margin of the
Global Refugee Forum in Geneva in Decem-
ber 2023.

Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian’s con-
tributions went beyond strengthening re-
lations between Japan and Iran. He played
an instrumental role in realizing stable
relations with Iran’s neighbors and raising
the profile of Iran in the region.

Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian’s visit
to Japan and the continued dialogue be-
tween the Foreign Ministers of both coun-
tries have contributed greatly to strength-
ening our understanding and trust in each
other’s policies and standings. We are com-
mitted to carry on his lasting legacies.?

How do you assess the future of
Iran-Japan relations

Although Japan and Iran have different
positions and approaches on a number of is-
sues, including nuclear, we would like to con-
tinue to hold frank dialogues on bilateral and
regjonal issues based on our traditional and
trusting relationship with the new President
and the Foreign Minister.
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‘We know nothing

about him
except good...

By Parviz Esmaili

Former Iranian ambassador
to Croatia

TEHRAN - In light of the re-
cent tragic helicopter crash and
the martyrdom of the esteemed
President, Foreign Minister, and
other servants of our country,
it is with a heavy heart that |
write. May their souls rest in di-
vine mercy, and may God grant
patience and strength to the
grieving families and the noble
nation of Iran.

| feel compelled to honor the
memory of my dear brother,
martyr Dr. Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian, with whom | had a
twenty-year friendship and
professional collaboration. His
dedication to defending the
oppressed people of Palestine
and his role as the first martyr
Foreign Minister in the Islamic
Republic of Iran are testament
to his exceptional qualities.

I had the opportunity to build
a connection with Dr. Hossein
Amir Abdollahian through var-
ious media communications
and his active participation in
regional events, particularly in
advocating for the oppressed
people of Palestine. Addi-
tionally, | had the privilege of
getting to know him better
during our embassy tenure in
Bahrain, where | was invited
twice to attend regional con-
ferences and media events. It
was during these interactions
that | came to appreciate his
sincere, pure, and honest de-
meanor. Our bond deepened
significantly during my visits
to his home, thanks in large
part to Dr. Amir Abdollahi-
an>s warmth and hospitality.

Even if there were lapses in
communication on my end, he
always made an effort to re-
connect and demonstrate his
affectionate nature.

In my view, personal and
ethical characteristics are just
as crucial as professional ex-
pertise and managerial prin-
ciples when it comes to any
responsibility. This is because
specialized approaches, polit-
ical views, and management
policies can be relative and
subjective, whereas human
dignity and ethical principles
are enduring and more valu-
able for evaluating individuals.
Over the course of 20 years, |
have come to know Dr. Hossein
Amir Abdollahian as a person
of noble and ethical character,
who is humble, kind, sociable,
and principled. He was always
willing to help others, regard-
less of theirideological prefer-
ences. In addition to fulfilling
his assigned duties, he consis-
tently demonstrated sincerity,
modesty, honesty, diligence,
and unwavering perseverance.

Dr. Amir Abdollahian was a
humble and respected collab-
orator for the diplomats of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
various periods. He possessed
adeep understanding of Iran>s
foreign policy structure, key
players, and influential fac-
tors, as well as the strengths
and weaknesses of the coun-
tryss diplomatic organization.
His experience in diplomacy
spanned international, re-
gional, and domestic dimen-
sions. Notably, he navigated
significant challenges such as
Trumpss withdrawal from the
JCPOA, the European Unions
practical compliance, regional
developments, the global im-
pact of COVID-19, the war in

Ukraine, and other events that
have affected Iranss foreign
relations.

In these challenging times,
Dr. Amir Abdollahian made re-
markable efforts to not only
reinitiate  discussions  with
the JCPOA members but also
to establish a more balanced
approach by strengthening
ties with neighboring nations
and enhancing Iran>s pres-
ence in regional and inter-
national organizations. This
included expediting Iranss
official membership in the
Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization, Eurasia, and BRICS,
as well as fostering bilateral
relations with a diverse array
of countries. This equilibrium
catalyzes improvement in the
country>s overall economic
situation and encourages in-
fluential nations to help revive
the nuclear agreement.

Before my assignment to
Croatia in 2019 for diplomatic
duties, | had the privilege of
being invited as a guest to his
office for lunch. At that time, |
was serving as an assistant to
the head and director-general
of international affairs at the
parliament. During our meet-
ing, he generously shared his
valuable diplomatic experi-
ences with me and also pro-
vided me with a folder con-
taining essential information
and letters from prominent
figures such as the Speaker
of Parliament and the chair-
man of the National Security
Commission in Croatia. These
documents, prepared by his
counterparts in Croatia, de-
tailed important national oc-
casions of their country. This
assistance proved to be in-
credibly beneficial for me and
showcased his professional
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expertise and forward-think-
ing approach in the field of
diplomacy.

Dr. Amir Abdollahian had
close and respectful relation-
ships with his colleagues at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He
held former ministers and vet-
eran diplomats in high regard,
actively seeking their input
and bringing them together.
He extended the same level of
care and support to all his col-
leagues at the Ministry, striving
to improve their professional
and personal well-being with-
in his means. He was a reliable
source of support for his col-
leagues, sharing in their joys
and sorrows. Despite his min-
isterial position, he remained
approachable and attentive to
their needs. Dr. Abdollahian also
maintained strong connections
with our country>s ambassa-
dors, often inviting them to join
him on trips to discuss foreign
policy, regional relations, and
bilateral talks when visiting
their respective regions.

| reached out to Dr. Amir
Abdollahian several times re-
garding bilateral issues with
Croatia and matters related to
the Balkans and the European
Union. | remember one night
when an importantissue arose
at 11:30 Tehran time, which the
relevant department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had
postponed until the next day.
Despite being tired, Dr. Amir
Abdollahian listened kindly
and issued necessary orders
regarding the matter. The fol-
lowing night, even while he
was abroad, he followed up on
the result.

While the consular struc-
ture of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs generally deals with
consular issues or legal mat-
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ters of Iranians abroad, Dr.
Amir Abdollahian had a special
interest in this area. When an
unjust problem arose for one
of our compatriots at Teh-
ran airport, | had to contact
him. Despite heavy schedule
constraints, he personally
reached out, even outside the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and resolved the issue.

Another important aspect
of proactive foreign policy is
public diplomacy and com-
munication with global public
opinion. Dr. Amir Abdollahian>s
special attention to interact-
ing with the media inside the
country as well as engaging
with influential internation-
al media was unprecedented
and demonstrated his under-
standing of public opinion. |
requested an exclusive inter-
view with him for the most
reputable newspaper in the
Balkans and Croatia (Vecerniji
List), which he immediately
and graciously accepted. This
interview was conducted by
sending a reporter to Tehran
and was featured on the front
page of the newspaper, re-
ceiving extensive coverage in
international media.

As a colleague and friend, |
bear witness before the peo-
ple and in the presence of Al-
mighty God that «O Allah, we
know nothing about him ex-
cept good...» and that martyr
Dr. Hossein Amir Abdollahian
did everything within his pow-
er for Iran and its people and
did not hold back. | hum [this
poem] with a heavy heart:

Upon seeing you, the crowd
hushed, then whispered to the
wind-swift horse,

‘Where does the breeze
carry the crimson rose petal,
where does it fall?’
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By Alireza Enayati
Iran’s ambassador to
Saudi Arabia

TEHRAN - In the summer of
2021, as Ebrahim Raisi began
his presidency, the concept of
«neighborhood policy» became
a cornerstone of the Islamic
Republic of Iranss foreign pol-
icy.

Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian was tasked
with implementing this policy,
building on his extensive ex-
perience with Iranss neighbors
and regional countries during

7

Amir Abdollahian promoted new
regional security order to advance
neighborhood policy

his tenure at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. He devoted
himself to this mission whole-
heartedly.

Through numerous phone
calls, participation in regional
and international conferences,
meetings, visits, and effective
communication with his coun-
terparts in the foreign minis-
tries of regional countries, Amir
Abdollahian established him-
self in the political arena as a
hardworking, diligent, humble,
and knowledgeable diplomat.

After taking the initial steps
and demonstrating Irans
goodwill, the countries in the
region, particularly the Persian
Gulf states, welcomed Iran’s

4

outreach, leading to a new era
in the relations between Iran
and the Persian Gulf countries.
During the late Amir Abdol-
lahian>s tenure, Iran>s rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia were
restored, ties with the United
Arab Emirates improved, and
connections with Kuwait, the
Sultanate of Oman, and Qatar
were strengthened.

The restoration of diplomatic
relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia in March 2023 was hailed
as one of the most significant
events in recent years for the
West Asia region by many ex-
perts.

This agreement and political
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reconciliation made waves not
only on a bilateral level but also
reverberated throughout the
broader Islamic world and the
region at large.

The productive visits of the
late President Raisi to Oman
and Qatar, his participation in
the extraordinary session of
the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation in Saudi Arabia, and
his meetings with the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister of
Saudi Arabia, along with lead-
ers of Arab and Islamic coun-
tries, as well as the visits of the
Sultan of Oman and the Emir
of Qatar to Tehran, showcased
the peak of the Islamic Republic
of Iranss flourishing neighbor-
hood policy and its progress.

In addition to expanding bi-
lateral relations with southern
neighbors in the Persian Gulf,
there has always been hope
among the architects of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iranss foreign
policy and its Foreign Minister
for establishing a new security
system in the region with the
participation of all eight coun-
tries bordering the Persian Gulf
(the GCC countries plus Iran
and Iraq), free from the inter-
ference of extra-regional pow-
ers and based on the will of the
region>s peoples.

Promoting the idea of a new
order for regional security was
always on late Amir Abdollahi-
anss agenda. He held numerous
consultations with regional offi-
cials. One of his important pro-
posals for regjonal stability was
the idea of holding a Regional
Dialogue Forum to strengthen
dialogue among countries, en-
couraging listening to one an-
other instead of talking about
one another. Emphasizing peace,
tranquility, and stability in the
Persian Gulf was one of the cor-
nerstones of the neighborhood
policy envisioned by the late For-
eign Minister.

His friendliness was always
praised by friends and col-
leagues. This good character
was also well-known among
his counterparts in neighbor-
ing countries, and his person-
al relationship often resolved
bilateral and regional issues,
accelerating the process. The
presence of the Omani Foreign
Minister at his family home to
express condolences and the
post on social media X by the
UAE Foreign Minister about the
late Amir Abdollahian>s charac-
ter are testament to this.

One of the latest and most
significant achievements of pur-
suing the neighborhood policy
during his tenure was the revival
of the process for dispatching
Umrah pilgrims to Mecca. He
personally followed up on this is-
sue, making several phone calls
and holding face-to-face meet-
ings with his Saudi counterpart
to resolve problems and remove
obstacles.

The martyrdom of Foreign
Minister Amir Abdollahian in a
helicopter crash was a deep-
ly painful loss for his friends
and colleagues. However, the
fact that the incident occurred
while serving national interests
and during his return from in-
augurating a joint project with
a neighboring country, aimed
at helping the people of both
nations, marked a fitting con-
clusion to a lifetime of sincere
service by the beloved minister
and executor of Iran>s neigh-
borhood policy.
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Envoy highlights four visits of
martyr diplomat to Geneva

‘Tireless and patient Amir Abdollahian never hesitated to take

GENEVA - Geneva was a key
hub for the government’s multi-
lateral diplomacy, which led mar-
tyr Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian to visit the city four
times last year.

During these trips, he delivered
speeches at major international
meetings and met with his coun-
terparts and the heads of inter-
national organizations based in
Geneva.

In this interview, Ali Bahraini,
the Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Iran to the
United Nations in Geneva, dis-
cusses the diplomatic abilities of
the late Foreign Minister with the
Tehran Times.

What do you think were the
most important qualities of
Martyr Amir Abdollahian as a
diplomat?

Patience and composure, along
with a dedicated pursuit of na-
tional interests. Those familiar
with foreign policy understand
that diplomacy is a process that
matures and yields results over
time. Professional diplomats
seize every opportunity to se-
cure benefits and avert threats

right ac

while avoiding hasty decisions.
Effective navigation in foreign
policy requires insight, strat-
egy, planning, and deliberate
perseverance. The late Amir Ab-
dollahian exemplified patience,
prudence, and composure, all
while being dedicated to national
interests. This approach was ev-
ident during his trips to Geneva
and his numerous meetings with
foreign representatives. His me-
thodical approach enabled him
to gradually resolve difficult and
sometimes seemingly impossible
issues, creating new opportuni-
ties for Iran>s foreign policy. His
patience and forbearance were
not just accidental but were the
results of active and rigorous
self-discipline. The late Amir Ab-
dollahian was a self-made diplo-
mat.

The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution recently referred to For-
eign Minister Amir Abdollahian
as a «strong negotiator>. Could
you elaborate on this?

The Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution described the late Amir Ab-
dollahian as an active, hardwork-
ing, innovative Foreign Minister, a
strong negotiator, intelligent, and

committed to principles and fun-
damentals. Notably, when high-
lighting his strong negotiation
skills, he specifically referred to
the session reports of Amir Ab-
dollahian’s negotiations, empha-
sizing his strength in this area.
The Leader>s remarks stem from
a long and close acquaintance
with the late Amir Abdollahian
and are not mere formalities. A
strong negotiator must first be
well-versed in the main frame-
works of negotiation. Secondly,
they must be relentless and re-
silient in securing national inter-
ests, possessing high national
confidence. Thirdly, they must be
skilled in negotiation techniques,
including understanding the per-
sonal and cultural characteristics
of their counterparts. Our mar-
tyr minister excelled in all three
areas. His deep understanding
of the West Asia region contrib-
uted significantly to his success,
particularly in advancing neigh-
borhood policy and fostering
understanding within the Islamic
world. He was also very recep-
tive to consultation, utilizing the
opinions of experts at all levels.
Given the diverse responsibilities
of the Geneva representation and

his frequent trips to Geneva, he
would often engage in patient
and respectful dialogues with
experts before making decisions.
His resilience and tirelessness
in advancing national interests
were unwavering, and he never
hesitated to take the right ac-
tions. His intelligence and special
attention to the backgrounds and
interests of his negotiation coun-
terparts further underscored his
negotiation skills.

As Iran>s representative to
international organizations, you
worked closely with the min-
ister. What do you consider his
main strength and achievement
during his tenure?

Identifying a single strength or
achievement of his tenure is very
challenging. In bilateral relations,
the renewed closeness with Arab
countries, especially Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, was significant, with
the late Amir Abdollahian playing
a pivotal role. While many factors
contributed to this improvement,
it was Amir Abdollahians>s exper-
tise and personal capacities that
were crucial. » Page 9
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From page 8 » In multilateral
relations, one notable achieve-
ment was the significant increase
in direct participation and the el-
evated level of engagement in in-
ternational meetings.

About four months ago, the
late Amir Abdollahian attended
the 55th Human Rights Council
session and the Disarmament
Conference in Geneva. How was
his presence and activity in this
session, and what were his key
agendaitems?

He visited Geneva four times
during his ministry. First for the
Disarmament Conference and
the 52nd Human Rights Council
session in March 2023, then in
November 2023 for discussions
with international officials on
Palestine following the October
7 attack by the Zionist regime (on
Gaza). His third visit was for the
Global Refugee Forum in mid-De-
cember 2023, and his fourth for
the 55th Human Rights Council
session and the UN Disarmament
Conference in March 2024.

His first visit to Geneva coin-
cided with the unrest following
the death of Mahsa Amini and
the peak of the Russia-Ukraine
war. The purpose of this trip was
to clarify our countryss stance on
global developments and deliver
a local perspective on internal
issues. At that time, the Human
Rights Council had hostile ar-
rangements against our country,
and it was necessary to present
the facts about Iranss responsi-
bility and human rights obser-
vance. Given the national context
following Mahsa Amini>s death,
there were natural doubts about
the martyr ministerss participa-
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tion and speech at that session.
Ultimately, after consulting ex-
perts and thoroughly analyzing
the situation, he decided to at-
tend the session with his charac-
teristic patience, calm, firmness,
and national confidence. By God>s
grace, he showcased Iranss pow-
er without any issues.

The tragic event of
May 19 demonstrated
the resilience and
adaptability of the
Islamic Republic’s
political system in
difficult conditions.

During his trips to Geneva, he
held dozens of meetings and
engaged with key international
actors, including government of-
ficials, heads of international or-
ganizations, and even non-gov-
ernmental activists, to advance
national interests and clarify our
countryss positions. Besides his
presence in Geneva, he also par-
ticipated and spoke virtually at
numerous meetings, including
those on Afghanistan after the
Talibanss takeover and the Hu-
man Rights Council session con-
demning Quran burnings.

During the funeral and tribute
ceremonies, we saw the pres-
ence of high-level delegations
from dozens of countries and
their respects in various inter-
national forums. What is your

assessment and analysis of
this?

Iran holds an important posi-
tion in the world. Naturally, some
global platforms are dissatisfied
with this and invest heavily in
tarnishing Iran>s image through
international media. However,
sometimes God provides oppor-
tunities to reveal the true face of
Iran to the world. The Islamic-Ira-
nian demeanor of martyr Amir
Abdollahian as Iran>s principal
envoy to the global forums over
the past three years significantly
helped maintain and enhance our
country>s image. Many officials
who came to sign the martyr’s
memorial book at the represen-
tation office acknowledged this.
During his trips to Geneva, he met
with many of his counterparts,
and numerous resident ambas-
sadors in Geneva were present at
these meetings. He was respect-
ed by all of them. International
organization officials also held
special respect for Iran and the
minister himself. During one of
his trips to Geneva, the heads of
four international humanitarian
organizations jointly met with
him at his hotel and had con-
structive discussions, especially
on the topic of Afghan nationals
in Iran, which has recently gained
attention. Such meetings are
rare and happen only because of
Iranss high status and the unique
personality of our late minister,
benefiting the Iranian people.

The massive and grand public
turnout for the funeral and cer-
emonies of the martyrs, what
messages do you think this
sends to friends and foes of the
Islamic Republic of Iran abroad?

Naturally, the world watched
Iran closely after this tragic
event. | think the people of Iran
demonstrated well that despite
all international pressures and
restrictions, they support their
political system in critical mo-
ments. One of the benefits of the
martyr's sacrifice was that the
world witnessed this scene first-
hand.

Another significant issue is the
resilience and adaptability of the
Islamic Republic of Iranss political
system in difficult conditions. The
fact that after the martyrdom
of the president and the foreign
minister, the country continued
its natural course based on inter-
nal structures and constitutional
capacities, without disruption
to its main programs, wards off
many threats against dear Iran.
All these are the blessings of the
services and pure intentions of
our martyrs.

“Sometimes
God provides
opportunities to
reveal the true face of
Iran to the world”

In conclusion, | pray to Almighty
God to make us true followers of
our beloved martyrs and grant us
the success to strive wholeheart-
edly for national interests and the
elevation of truth in the world,
and may our lifess end be martyr-
dom in the path of Islam and Iran.
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By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN - In an interview
with the Tehran Times, the
Indian Ambassador to Tehran,
Rudra Gaurav Shresth, offered
his perspectives on the late
Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian.

Following is the text of the

Indian ambassador shares insights on
Martyr Amir Abdollahian

interview:

Could you please tell us
about your impression of
working with Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian?

Almost exactly one year
back, soon after | arrived in
Iran to take up my Ambassa-
dorial assignment, | had the
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opportunity to present a copy
of my Credentials to Foreign
Minister His Excellency Amir
Abdollahian. He wished me
well for my assignment, and
gave me valuable guidance
about the priorities and issues
| should focus on during my

time in Iran.

In your opinion, what
are the most prominent
characteristics of Mr. Amir
Abdollahian?

Subsequently, | met him
again on several occasions,
whenever senior Indian digni-
taries visited Iran and called
upon him for discussions. In
particular, I recall the excellent
meeting that our External Af-
fairs Minister, Dr. Jaishankar,
had with H.E. Amir Abdollahi-
an during his visit to Tehran in
January this year. The last time
I met Dr. Amir Abdollahian was
just a week back, on 13 May
2024, during the visit of our
Minister for Ports & Shipping,
and soon after the signature
of the landmark long-term
Contract for India-lran coop-
eration in Chabahar port. The
two ministers outlined an
ambitious future for bilateral
cooperation, not just in Cha-
bahar but on a broader canvas.

How do you evaluate Min-
ister Amir Abdollahian’s con-
tribution to consolidating
the relationship with India?

On all the occasions that |
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met him, | found Dr. Amir Ab-
dollahian to be very knowl-
edgeable about the issues
being discussed, and very
mindful of Iran’s best inter-
ests. He and Dr. Jaishankar
shared a very warm and mu-
tually respectful relationship,
and frequently spoke to each
other on phone. | especially
recall their frequent commu-
nication with each other when
Iran’s BRICS membership was
under consideration. Today Dr.
Jaishankar conveyed his deep
shock after hearing the tragic
news of Dr. Amir Abdollahian’s
passing.

What are the reactions at
popular and official levels in
your country regarding the
helicopter crash in Iran?

In the loss of His Excellen-
cy Amir Abdollahian, India has
lost a valuable interlocutor
who well understood the civ-
ilizational basis of India-lran
friendship, as well as the long-
term potential of our bilateral
and regional cooperation. May
his soul rest in peace.

Amir Abdollahian greatly contributed to strengthening
multilateralism, peaceful global order: Turkish ambassador

‘His calm diplomatic effort will be a guide for the new generation of diplomats’

TEHRAN - Hicabi Kirlangic, the Turk-
ish ambassador to Iran, tells the Teh-
ran Times that the late Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
greatly contributed to peaceful world
order and strengthening multilateral-
ism.

Amir Abdollahian and President
Ebrahim Raisi lost their lives in a tragic
helicopter crash in northwest Iran on
May 19.

Following is the text of the interview
with Ambassador Kirlangic:

What is your thoughts on the
passing of the Foreign Minister:

| am deeply saddened by the passing
of Honorable President Ebrahim Raisi,
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian and their precious entourage at
the tragic accident.

President Raisi and Foreign Minis-
ter Amir Abdollahian had greatly con-
tributed to enhancing the relations
between Tirkiye and Iran in various
fields. They also had close contact with
their Turkish counterparts, President
H.E Recep Tayyip Erdo?an and Minister
of Foreign Affairs H.E. Hakan Fidan.

The Presidents and Foreign Minis-
ters have often exchanged views and
made joint efforts in the face of na-
tional and international challenges,
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the

6th February earthquakes in Tlrkiye
and the Gaza War among others.

Throughout Foreign Minister Amir
Abdollahian’s term in office, he and
his Turkish counterpart cooperated on
common challenges. Amir Abdollahian
and his Turkish counterpart H.E. Hakan
Fidan lastly met in Banjul on the mar-
gins of the OIC summit on 4 May. Ad-
ditionally, President Raisi and Foreign
Minister Amir Abdollahian visited Tiir-
kiye on 24 January.

What is your perspective on his
diplomatic legacies?

Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian
had contributed greatly to solidifying
Tirkiye-Iran bilateral relations. He vis-
ited Tlrkiye several times in recent pe-
riods to exchange views with Foreign
Minister of Tirkiye H.E. Hakan Fidan
and his predecessor H.E. Cavu?o?lu. |
observed that his clear and calculated
speech during public addresses and
meetings was one of his most distin-
guished strengths.

He contributed greatly to the peace-
ful world order and strengthening
multilateralism through his openness
to dialog and constructive diploma-
cy with his counterparts. He played a
critical role in conveying the message
of the Iranian government to the world
community on the regional crises,
particularly the Palestinian issue and

18 F

atrocities being perpetrated in Gaza. |
believe that his calm diplomatic effort
will also be a guide for the new gen-
eration of diplomats, especially in our
region.

How do you see the future of
Iran-Turkey relations?

Turkish-Iranian relations have al-
ways been strategic and significant for
both sides throughout history. Turki-
ye’s main goal is to develop bilateral re-
lations with Iran, an important, friendly
and brotherly neighbor, with which we
have historical and cultural ties, on the

S

basis of the principles of good neigh-

borliness and mutual respect.

We strive to develop our bilater-
al and regional relations within the
framework of our common interests.
In this context, mutual high-level con-
tacts have gained momentum in re-
cent years. Hence, | believe that this
positive trend will continue and give
rise to closer relations in the upcom-
ing period. Our effort will be always to
realize the broad cooperation potential
between Tiirkiye and Iran in all fields as
friendly neighbor countries.
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Pakistan ambassador says Amir Abdollahian
had deep vision of geopolitical issues
Pakistan mourned the traglc loss of the Iranian President, FM

By Alireza Akbari

TEHRAN - Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to Tehran, in an in-
terview with the Tehran Times,
has stated that as a gesture
of solidarity with the Iranian
nation, the Pakistani flag was
flown at half-mast over the
tragic passing of its President
Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign
Miniter Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian.

“l am deeply saddened by
the martyrdom of Honourable
President Raisi, the Foreign
Minister, and their entourage.
Foreign Minister Amir Abdol-
lahian was an exemplary hu-
man being. | was profoundly
impressed by his grace, hu-

mility, thoughtfulness, and
foresightedness,” Muhammad
Mudassir Tipu stated.

When asked about his ex-
perience working with the
Iranian Foreign Minister, the
Pakistani diplomat remarked,

“Foreign Minister Amir Abdol-
lahian was extremely kind to
me. | believe he was one of the
most significant statesmen
in the world. He had deep in-
sight into geopolitical issues,
strategic clarity, and pursued
Iran’s interests with remark-
able dedication”

Regarding the contribu-
tions of Amir Abdollahian in
strengthening relations with
Pakistan, he stated, “Foreign
Minister Amir Abdollahian was
deeply committed to Pakistan
and aimed to solidify Paki-
stan-Iran relations. He visited
Pakistan at the end of January
to build trust and confidence
between the leadership and
the people of both countries. In
April, he returned to Pakistan
with Honourable President
Raisi, where he had excellent
meetings with our leadership
and played an instrumental
role in fortifying our ties. His
contributions will be remem-

bered for generations.”

Commenting on the tragic
loss of the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister, he noted, “In Pakistan,
there is widespread mourning.

People are expressing their
heartfelt condolences, feel-
ing a personal loss. These two
figures were highly revered
in Pakistan and held a special
place in the hearts of the Pa-

kistani people. The Pakistani
flag was flown at half-mast
to remain in solidarity with the
Iranian people during this crit-
ical and tragic moment in their
history.”

Amlr Abdollahian was highly engaging and consultative

By Mir Masoud Hosseinian

Ambassador of Iran to
Tunisia

In the Name of God

“And do not say about those
who are killed in the way of
Allah, ‘They are dead’ Rather,
they are alive, but you perceive
[it] not” (2:154)

Speaking about the late
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian is very difficult
for me, especially since our
acquaintance dates back more
than 30 years. It is even hard-
er to do so within just a few
hours, while | was extremely
busy. However, | have tried to
summarize my thoughts in a
few sentences.

We first met in the late
1980s at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs College. | was in

the third year, and the martyr
Foreign Minister was a stu-
dent in the fourth year.

After joining the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1988 (myself)
and the following year (Amir
Abdollahian), we both worked in
West Asia’'s Arab departments,
benefiting from the teachings
of the late Hossein Sheikh al-Is-
lam, a master of Resistance
diplomacy. Amir Abdollahian fo-
cused on the Persian Gulf, Iraq,
and Bahrain, while | focused on
West Asia, Lebanon, Syria, Pal-
estine, and Egypt.

He went to become the head
of the Iraq Task Force, then a
deputy and head of a depart-
ment, the second-in-com-
mand in Baghdad, ambassador
to Bahrain, and deputy minis-
ter. | was assigned to missions

in Lebanon, Syria, and Egypt.

When  Amir  Abdollahian
became the deputy foreign
minister for Arab and African
Affairs, our professional rela-
tionship naturally deepened,
as | was also the deputy direc-
tor-general of the region. | was
assigned as consul general in
Karbala, and he moved from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to Parliament. During my five-
year mission, he visited Kar-
bala once with his family, and
I had the honor of hosting him,
for which he repeatedly ex-
pressed his gratitude.

The most important point is
that Amir Abdollahian’s char-
acter remained unchanged
throughout his career, from
being an expert, head of de-
partment, ambassador, and
deputy minister, to becoming
a minister. These responsibil-
ities did not affect his ethics,
behavior, magnanimity, or
compassion for his friends.
Amir Abdollahian remained
the same person: amiable,
cheerful, smiling, highly con-
sultative, and an expert in the
region, particularly in the field
of Resistance.

We were so comfortable with
him that even when he became
a minister, he was still known
among friends simply as “Mr.
Amir” not “Mr. Minister”

After his time in Parliament
and my return from Karbala, |

became the director-general
for West Asia and North Afri-
ca, and our relationship grew
even closer, particularly re-
garding issues like Palestine
and related conferences.

Later, he was appointed as
Foreign Minister and won the
confidence of the parliamen-
tarians for the post in the late
President Raisi’'s administra-
tion. Naturally, our regional
office and | had even more
interactions with him during
meetings and travels. We
traveled together to Lebanon,
Syria, Irag, and other places,
and | witnessed his efforts and
actions for the Axis of Resis-
tance (in numerous meetings
with Hassan Nasrallah, Bashar
al-Assad, and other regional
officials). Whether on flights,
in hotels, or during meetings,
he was highly engaging and
consultative, always speak-
ing highly of his friends, often
saying, “Mr. ... is our mentor.”

His excellent demeanor with
accompanying journalists
during trips always left a last-
ing impression of his courtesy
and respect.

After handing over the post of
director-general in 2021 to an-
other friend and being appoint-
ed as the advisor to minister on
West Asian affairs, his kindness
towards me did not diminish. In
late 2023, | was appointed as
the ambassador of Iran to Tu-

nisia, signed by the two martyrs
Raisi and Amir Abdollahian, and
left for this country.

The last farewell

About two weeks before his
martyrdom, when he traveled
to Gambia, despite plans to
refuel in Algeria, he expressed
a desire to return via Tuni-
sia. Despite the challenges of
coordinating this during the
weekend, with God’s help, it
was arranged, and he spent
about two hours at an airport
in Tunisia in a very friendly
and affectionate meeting with
colleagues, showing great
kindness towards me. His
last words before boarding
the plane were: “I could have
returned from Algeria, but |
came here to see you,” refer-
ring to my transfer in Tehran
and its background, which
need not be discussed here.

And Amir Abdollahian left
and did not return, despite all
the arrangements for his offi-
cial visit to Algeria, Libya, and
Tunisia. But God had a differ-
ent plan. (Man plans, and God
decides.)

May Allah have mercy on
him and grant him a place in
Jannah. May He give his hon-
orable family patience and
great reward, and may He help
us continue the path of these
martyrs.

Amen, O Lord of the worlds.
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Martyr Amir Abdollahian strengthenéd

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian was widely regarded as a
dedicated and diligent diplomat
throughout his relatively long ca-
reer.

Before tragically losing his life in
a helicopter crash in northwestern
Iran>s East Azerbaijan province on
May 19, he had been serving as the
country’s foreign minister for the
past three years.

To gain deeper insights into the
character, efforts, and nature of
Minister Amir Abdollahian, the Teh-
ran Times conducted an exclusive
interview with Romina Guadalupe
Pérez Ramos, the Ambassador of
Bolivia to Iran.

The Interview transcript can be
read below:

As the Ambassador of Bolivia,
how do you assess the role and
impacts of the actions of martyr
Amir Abdollahian in regional and
global diplomacy?

Martyr Hossein Amir Abdollahian,
as Iranss Foreign Minister, not only
excelled in his role but also elevat-
ed the nation>s foreign policy on re-
gional and global fronts.

Iran has a transparent foreign
policy in the region and the world.
Under President Raisi>s leadership,
Minister Amir Abdollahian imple-
mented Iran>s clear foreign policy

Iran’s p05|t|on in tI]g

strategies through diplomacy. Their
combined efforts significantly en-
hanced Iran>s international stand-
ing. Their contributions have been
widely recognized by global leaders
who have expressed condolences
and solidarity with Iran in the past
few days.

The martyrs forged strong dip-
lomatic ties with world leaders,
particularly in Western and Central
Asia, as well as Russia. This led to
new levels of political and military
cooperation. Iranss relations with
China also flourished,
culminating in its
full membership in
the Shanghai Coop-
eration  Organiza-
tion. Iranss trans-
formation into a
major player in the
Eurasian  Economic
Union is another tes-
tament to the two

Martyr Amir
Abdollahian
showed resilience
in his character and
personality. His
behavior was kind

sovereignty.

Throughout their lives, martyr
Ebrahim Raisi and martyr Hossein
Amir Abdollahian held high posi-
tions and important responsibil-
ities that required a patriotic and
revolutionary spirit based on na-
tional and regional interests, which
also reached the international lev-
el. Amir Abdollahianss role in mul-
tilateral and bilateral diplomacy
was particularly noteworthy. He
emphasized Iran>s impactful role
as part of the «Axis of Resistance»
and promoted the

teachings of General

Qassem  Soleima-

ni. As | understood,

martyr Amir Abdolla-
hian was close to the

Quds Force, which is

why he mentioned

that «strengthening
the resistance front
is on the agenda of

officials’  achieve- the new govern-
ments. and respectful.  ment.»
Moreover,  they We must also ac-

strengthened relations

with developing economies through
BRICS membership, demonstrating
the success of their multilateral di-
plomacy. Their speeches at the Unit-
ed Nations and other organizations
consistently upheld principles of
justice and international law. They
promoted multilateralism and re-
gional security based on government

knowledge the signifi-
cant contributions of Martyr Hossein
Amir Abdollahian in recent regional
events, particularly during the Zionist
regime»s war against Gaza.

Despite the relentless aggres-
sion and attacks by Israel and the
United States against Iran, includ-
ing economic siege, assassinations,
attacks on allies, and the deadly
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assault on the Iranian consulate in
Damascus, Martyr Amir Abdolla-
hian demonstrated his diplomatic
skills and unwavering commitment
to preventing further escalation
and conflict.

Iranss response to these provo-
cations was guided by international
law. Through extensive diplomatic
efforts, including trips abroad and
meetings with foreign officials in
Tehran, Martyr Amir Abdollahian
worked tirelessly to contain and
prevent the spread of war. His com-
mendable diplomacy yielded pos-
itive results, both regionally and
internationally.

Another notable aspect of his
legacy is his initiative to re-estab-
lish relations with Saudi Arabia.
This diplomatic move had the po-
tential to improve regional stability
and security by reducing external
interference and fostering cooper-
ation between the two countries.

What was the nature of rela-
tions between Iran and Bolivia
during the time of martyr Amir
Abdollahian?

Relations, especially after the
tragic coup took place in Bolivia,
have been strengthened. The coup
led to the takeover of the de facto
government against the countryss
constitution and the closure of the
Bolivian embassy in Iran in 2019
and 2020.» Page 13
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From page 12 » During the ten-
ure of martyrs Ebrahim Raeisi and
Amir Abdollahian, the people of
Bolivia overthrew the dictator-
ship on the streets and at the bal-
lot boxes, and Luis Arce Catacora
was appointed as the legitimate
president of Bolivia. Gradually,
relations were strengthened, and
the unfinished cooperation that
remained from the government
of Evo Morales since 2019 was re-
sumed.

During this period, Iran and
Bolivia resumed the cooperation
agreements that had been ini-
tiated under the government of
Evo Morales but remained unfin-
ished due to the coup. To further
strengthen bilateral ties, a com-
prehensive two-way
agenda was adopt-

13

will be dedicated to implement-
ing these commitments, with any
changes being procedural and
dependent on the timing of the
agendas and the improvement
of relations through new agree-
ments.

The political relations between
Iran and Bolivia are grounded in
shared political, ideological, and
social principles that guide their
international policies. Both coun-
tries prioritize sovereignty and
international diplomacy in their
commitment to bilateralism.

How did you see the personal-
ity and character of martyr Amir
Abdollahian in your meetings
and encounters with him?

Martyr Amir Abdol-
lahian showed resil-
ience in his charac-

edT'; 202;' - In addition to ter and personality.
e Tirst join d 1 His behavior was
. emonstratin s
commission meet- . e g kind and respectful.
I o held to  his capabilitieS  puring his tenure
establish a coop- . . . i in-
eration framework 1 dealingwith % e foren i
::Cluvcﬁggus pgi?tﬁcciz unt|mely5|tuat|ons demonstrating  his
economics, social and scenarios, he icr?gat\),:/liﬁ]esl;:tﬁzt;
affairs, culture, A: i i =
scence, _technlo- QISPL3yed CAlmNess situations and <ce:
gy, and security. A and dlgnlty. calmnéss and dig-
working  program -

was developed and

is currently being implemented
by both countries. Since the es-
tablishment of the joint commis-
sion, cooperation between Iran
and Bolivia has continued to grow
and expand, contributing to the
strengthening of relations be-
tween the two nations.

Was there a specific empha-
sis on developing relations with
South American countries, par-
ticularly Bolivia, by martyr Amir
Abdollahian?

Iran>s foreign policy is struc-
tured and guided by Iranss stra-
tegic objectives and perspectives.
In this context, there is a signifi-
cant political determination from
the Islamic Republic of Iran to
enhance ties with Latin American
nations, including Bolivia. Martyr
Amir Abdollahian effectively exe-
cuted this strategy in an exempla-
ry manner.

Considering the tragic demise
of the Iranian Foreign Minister,
what potential impact could this
incident have on the diplomatic
relations between Iran and Bo-
livia?

Bolivia and the Islamic Republic
of Iran have established bilateral
relations through official agree-
ments and ongoing discussions.

These commitments involve
short-term, medium-term, and
long-term actions that are part of
the agenda between both coun-
tries. The successors of martyrs

nity. His self-confi-
dence came from his
academic education and political
experience in the diplomatic are-
na, which allowed him to play an
important in securing the inter-
ests of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Iranian people.

He managed well the resump-
tion of relations with Saudi Arabia,
from which both countries and
the region as a whole benefited,
and his speeches at international
bodies were always
distinguished due
to the emphasis on

Amir Abdollahian

bilateral relations, always plac-
ing the interests and
concerns raised at
the negotiation ta-
ble as a starting

ethical [()irinciples, worked tire[essly point for discussion.

justice, and interna- X ;

tional law. tocontainand ~ Freressional and
In negotiations or prevent the spread structions, political

diplomatic reports,
he presented or in
bilateral = meetings
we had, he showed
determination in his beliefs and
used communication channels
that guaranteed constructive dip-
lomatic dialogue. By taking an ac-
tive position in seeking harmony
and strengthening bilateral rela-
tions within the framework of the
sovereignty of both countries, he
made efforts to achieve the pro-
posed goals.

In this regard, one can refer to
the achievements and results of
his activities in the mission en-
trusted to him. His empathy in
bilateral meetings showed his
sensitivity and willingness to help
grow, develop, and strengthen

of the Gaza war.

insight, and matu-
rity, all indicate his
strong political will
in seeking solutions
and making fair decisions.

Therefore, his man-
agement style al-
lowed him to carry out
his duties and achieve
the expected results,
be responsible in any
field, and always con-
sider the «lessons
learned» thanks to his
professional and dip-
lomatic performance in positions
such as: Deputy for Arab and Afri-
can Affairs at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Special Assistant to
the Speaker of the Parliament and
Director-General of International

His political insight

and maturity made
him seek solutions
and fair decisions.

Affairs at the Islamic Consultative
Assembly, Secretary-General of
the Permanent Secretariat of the
International Conference on Sup-
porting the Palestinian Uprising,
Editor-in-Chief of the Strategic
Quarterly Journal of Palestine,
Ambassador of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to Bahrain, Direc-
tor-General of Persian Gulf and
Middle East Affairs at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, founding mem-
ber of the Center for West Asian
Studies, as well as visiting profes-
sor at the Faculty
of World Studies
at the University
of Tehran and the
Faculty of Inter-
national Relations
at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

These experienc-
es strengthened his
communication skills and ability
to listen to others. | value Martyr
Amir Abdollahian for the positive
human and political relations we
established during my tenure as
ambassador.
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Amir Abdollahian deeply understood Africa:
Zimbabwean envoy
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By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - The late Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir Abdollahian was per-
haps the only top Iranian diplomat who
understood that the world has different
pillars and that all countries must be ad-
dressed with the same level of respect and
engagement.

Amir Abdollahian is believed to have
left a lasting mark on ties between Iran
and African nations. His commitment to
Africa takes on even greater significance
when considering the current global pow-
er dynamics. Russia, China, and the United
States are all vying for influence in the con-
tinent, making Amir Abdollahianss work to
forge strong ties with African nations all
the more impactful.

To better understand the significance of
his legacy, we spoke with Bright Kupem-
ba, Zimbabwess esteemed ambassador to
Tehran, about the late senior diplomat’s
endeavors and efforts to elevate Iranss re-
lationship with Africa.

The text of the interview has been edited
for more clarity and conciseness:

How was the news of the late Amir Ab-
dollahian’s passing received in Zimbabwe?

First, let me begin by saying that we
were in a state of shock and extreme sad-
ness when we heard the news of President
Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahianss passing. Our sorrow is
still very fresh. We grew very strong ties
with Iran during the past three years and
these two figures were responsible for
driving it to where it is. President Raisi and
Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahianss visit
to Zimbabwe last year received immense
attention inside our country and people
were deeply shocked and moved when they
heard about what had happened.

Do you think the late top diplomat put
a particular emphasis on strengthening

ties with the African states compared to
his previous predecessors?

Yes, there was a deliberate move by
the president and the Foreign Minister to
forge relations with Africa. As we all know
Dr. Amir Abdollahian used to be a depu-
ty minister for Africa and the Middle East
from 2011 to 2016. | believe during this time
he grew an affinity with Africa. He deep-
ly wanted to understand Africass history,
culture, and political landscape. That>s why
he ended up feeling the need to forge close
relations with African nations. He took it
upon himself to make sure that relations
were taken to a new level. | believe he did
ultimately gain a deep understanding and
knowledge of Africa, and what he pursued
in his diplomatic endeavors was eventu-
ally based on mutual benefit and respect.
Dr. Amir Abdollahian also believed in the
multi-polarization of the world. That was
an even higger reason for him to strength-
en and expand ties with African states be-
cause in a future multiple-polar world Afri-
ca can certainly not be left out. In the view
of many, Africa is in fact going to be one of
the main pillars.

Do you expect to see less focus and
emphasis on ties between Iran and Zim-
babwe now that Minister Amir Abdollahi-
anis gone?

Our relations with Iran are deep and
systematic. Our current president visited
Iran shortly after the victory of the Islam-
ic Revolution in 1979 and was received by
the founder of the Islamic Republic Aya-
tollah Khomeini. The road map for our ties
was designed years ago and we have kept
in touch in various ways over the last de-
cades. So, | donst think relations between
Iran and Zimbabwe are going to take a sig-
nificant hit because there is a firm nucleus
to our relations. But | would say that Dr.
Amir Abdollahian had a very big emphasis
on ties with African nations and multi-po-

larity. During his tenure, our ties began to
have more strategic, knowledge-based,
and tech-based exchanges. We also saw
an increase in economic trade. | donst know
who is going to replace him but whoever
he or she is, might not have the same deep
knowledge of Africa. Nevertheless, | think
ties between the two nations will contin-
ue unabated because they are systematic,
fixed, and rooted in history.

How would you describe Dr. Amir Ab-
dollahian’s character and what made him
such an effective diplomat?

Dr. Abdollahian was an exceptional diplo-
mat, blending academic rigor and intellectu-
alism with remarkable diplomatic skills. He
was a master negotiator, firm yet diplomatic,
persistent yet elegant in his approach. While
his kind demeanor might have initially sug-
gested a softer personality, he was truly a
force to be reckoned with. All these traits
combined made him one of the finest top
diplomats in the history of modem Iran.

His tireless energy was evident in his
constant travel, especially between Teh-
ran and Baghdad during the crucial period
leading up to the rapprochement between
Iran and Saudi Arabia. His unwavering de-
termination, courage, and skill were evi-
dent in all his endeavors.

His humble beginnings, marked by the
loss of his father at a young age and a chal-
lenging financial life, likely contributed to
his resilience and tenacity. He was a diplo-
mat par excellence, even in his final days,
traveling to Azerbaijan to mend ties with
Baku while simultaneously overseeing a
project launch.

Dr. Abdollahian navigated the region
through a turbulent period and always
strived to achieve a positive outcome forall
involved. He was a man who believed deep-
ly in his mission to create a better future,
and | think his legacy will continue to inspire
generations to come.
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Facilitating key negotiations was
a testament to Amir Abdollahian’s
diplomatic acumen: Korean ambassador
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TEHRAN - Kim Junpyo, the Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to Iran, calls For-
eign Minister Abdollahian a “notable fig-
ure” in the diplomatic community whose
untimely demise is a “significant loss” for
Iran and the international community.

In an interview with the Tehran Times,
Ambassador Kim also says the late Foreign
Minister “demonstrated a commitment to
fostering dialogue and improving Iranss re-
lations with various nations”

Following is the text of the interview:

What is your feeling about the passing
of the foreign minister?

First of all, | would like to extend my
deepest condolences to the people of Iran
and the families of all those who perished
in this tragic helicopter crash. The sudden
loss of President Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, and
other esteemed individuals is a profound
tragedy.

Foreign Minister Abdollahian was a nota-
ble figure in the diplomatic community, and
his untimely demise is a significant loss not
only for Iran but for the international com-
munity as well.

| met Foreign Minister Abdollahian in
person when | presented my credentials to
him last March. During our brief meeting, |
was impressed by his seasoned diplomatic
skills and found him a pleasure to converse
with. His deep interest and strong initiative
in upgrading Iran-South Korea relations
made me optimistic about a brighter future
for our two nations.

To commemorate Foreign Minister Ab-
dollahian and all those who passed away; |
half-raised the embassyss flag and partic-
ipated in a ceremony to sign a book of con-
dolence, expressing my heartfelt sympa-
thies and solidarity with the Iranian people

during this difficult time.

What is your perspective on his diplo-
matic legacies?

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian left behind a substantial legacy in
international diplomacy. Throughout his
tenure, he demonstrated a commitment
to fostering dialogue and improving Iran>s
relations with various nations. His efforts
to engage in constructive conversations on
complex issues showcased his dedication
to peaceful and collaborative international
relations.

His work in facilitating key negotiations
was a testament to his diplomatic acu-
men and tireless service. His initiatives in
strengthening multilateral ties, especially
within the Middle East, have been instru-
mental in shaping a more connected and
cooperative region. The loss of such an
influential figure will be deeply felt across
the diplomatic community.

In regards to the Iran-South Korea hi-
lateral  relationship, he

bilateral ties. In addition, a South Korean
high-ranking official attended the Interna-
tional Conference on Combating Sand and
Dust Storms, co-hosted by the Iranian Gov-
emment and the United Nations. Now we
are on the path to further enhancement of
partnership.

What are your views on the future of
Iran-South Korea relations?

Honoring the legacy of Foreign Minister
Abdollahian, | believe that Iran-South Korea
relations will continue to be guided by mu-
tual respect and shared interests.

Our nations have a long history of ex-
change and collaboration, and we are com-
mitted to maintaining and strengthening
these ties. We see huge potential for coop-
eration in various areas such as economy,
culture, and human exchange. | hope for a
day when our nations can fully realize these
potentials.

Moving forward, it is crucial to build on
the foundations laid by

paved the foundation for
strengthening and im-
proving the ties between

“During his tenure,

previous diplomatic ef-
forts to ensure that our

e oo Amir Abdollaian S o
is tenure, he played a o o VRS :
significant role in solving Played a S|gn|ﬁcant timistic  that = through

the frozen asset issue,
and the positive momen-
tum was created for the
additional  improvement

role in solving the
frozen asset issue”

continued dialogue and
cooperation, the part-
nership between Iran
and South Korea will

of bilateral relations.

Iran-South Korea Foreign
Ministers had their telephone conversation
on 4th September 2023, and met on the
occasion of the 78th session of the United
Nations General Assembly on 22nd Sep-
tember 2023, where they expressed their
commitment to work together to advance

flourish, contributing to
the stability and growth of
both our nations.

As the South Korean Ambassadorto Iran,
| will exert my best efforts to promote our
ties and to bring a brighter future which
Foreign Minister Abdollahian had presum-
ably hoped for.
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Revolutionary diplomat

By Mohammad Sarfi
Editor-in-Chief

TEHRAN - The world of diplomacy lost a shining star on
that fateful day when Martyr Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the
former foreign minister of Iran, tragically perished in an air
crash. Throughout his career, Amir Abdollahian dedicated his
life to active engagement in international affairs, accumu-
lating valuable experiences and insights into Iran’s capabil-
ities, the evolving dynamics of the international system, and
regional conditions. Known for his exceptional diplomatic
skills, he possessed a deep understanding of regional devel-
opments and was recognized for his ethical conduct, humili-
ty, and tireless dedication.

One of the remarkable aspects of Amir Abdollahian’s diplo-
matic career was his warm and close relationships with lead-
ers and supporters of the resistance front both inside and
outside Iran. His mutual trust with key figures in the region
and beyond underscored his effectiveness as a diplomat.

Amir Abdollahian’s active involvement during the recent
conflict in Gaza highlighted his commitment to advocating
for the oppressed. He became a voice for the innocent chil-
dren of Gaza, whose plight often goes unnoticed by the West-
ern world, turning a blind eye to the atrocities and massacres
they endure.

Following Iran’s missile and drone strikes against Israel,
codenamed “True Promise” a prominent European foreign
minister contacted FM, expressing distress over the attacks
and their impact on his sleep. In response, Amir Abdollahian
pointed out that for six months, defenseless people in Gaza
had been under relentless bombardment, resulting in the

deaths of thousands of women and children. He questioned
how such crimes did not disturb the sleep of his European
counterpart.

Described by the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Khamenei, as an active and dedicated diplomat,
Amir Abdollahian’s legacy as a diplomat will undoubtedly
shine brightly in the annals of Iranian diplomacy.

While some attempt to create a false dichotomy between
field and diplomacy, portraying them as conflicting pursuits,
Amir Abdollahian’s tenure as foreign minister exemplified
the symbiotic relationship between the two. He demonstrat-
ed that field without diplomacy is largely futile, and diploma-
cy without the backing of field power is ineffectual.

Amir Abdollahian exemplified what it means to be a rev-
olutionary diplomat, bridging the gap between theory and
practice with unwavering commitment. His name will un-
doubtedly be etched in the annals of Iranian diplomacy as a
beacon of integrity, dedication, and unwavering commitment
to advancing Iran’s interests on the global stage.

In conclusion, Martyr Hossein Amir Abdollahian’s legacy as
a revolutionary diplomat serves as an inspiration for future
generations of diplomats. His unwavering dedication to ad-
vocating for justice and defending the oppressed will contin-
ue to resonate in the corridors of diplomacy, reminding us of
the importance of upholding ethical principles and working
tirelessly for a more just and peaceful world. May his memory
be honored and his legacy cherished for years to come.
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