é

/

8 Pages Price 100,000 Rials 1.00

Straight Truth

TEHRAN TIME

EURO

4.00 AED

46th year No. 14819

Sunday

WWW.TEHRANTIMES.COM Q

July 14, 2024 Tir 24, 1403 Muharram 1446

Hundreds of casualtl‘es as/

Israelijets! pé"u

TN

nqd al—MawaS|

.

Palestinians gathering, at a hospital morgue in Deir al Balah, near the bodies of their relatives killed in airstrikes.

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN- Hamas military chief Mohammed Deif has
achieved enormous popularity among Palestinian people

in the Gaza Strip.

Deif has been the leader of Hamas’ military wing,

al-Qassam Brigades, since 2002.

Israel put him on its so-called ‘most wanted’ list nearly

three decades ago.

The regime has made several attempts on his life.
Deif’s ability to evade Israeli intelligence services has
earned him the nickname “the man with nine lives” as he
has escaped multiple assassination attempts.

His real name remains unknown. However, media outlets
suggest that his name is Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri.

Deif is an Arabic moniker that translates literally to

“guest”. It refers to the fact that he doesn’t stay more
than one night in the same place to avoid being caught by

the Israeli regime.
Sense of belonging

He was born in the Khan Yunis refugee camp in south-

How Mohammed Deif
became the symbol of
Palestinian resistance

ern Gaza in the 1960s and studied at the Islamic Univer-
sity of Gaza. Deif has lived in Gaza and educated his chil-
dren there. He joined Hamas in the late 1980s with the
help of Yahya Ayyash - known as “the Engineer”. Ayyash,
who was assassinated by Israeli intelligence services in
1996, was one of the main explosive experts of the resist-
ance group with whom Deif was very close.

Israel regards Deif as a direct and constant threat amid
the attacks he has orchestrated against the regime for
about 30 years.

Gaza subway

Deif masterminded the construction of underground
tunnels allowing Hamas fighters to launch attacks inside
Israel from Gaza.

Hamas says it has built 500 kilometers (311 miles)
worth of tunnels under the Gaza Strip. Israel has dubbed
the tunnel network the “Gaza Metro”.

In fact, he applied lessons from the second intifada in
the early 2000s. In the wake of the uprising, Israel tried
to fortify the border with Gaza with walls. Digging tun-
nels for resistance fighters to go into Israel was a scheme
which foiled the regime’s plan.

From invincible to vulnerable

Operation Al-Agsa Storm, which was carried out by

Hamas in southern Israel on October 7, has been the most
successful military operation in the history of Palestinian
resistance.

Deif was behind the military operation that caught
Israel off guard and shattered the myth of the regime’s
invincibility.

Hours after the operation, Deif released a video citing
Israeli atrocities for conducting the unprecedented at-
tack. » Page 5

The Tehran TimesJ
offers condolences on|
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anniversary of
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and his loyal
companions !

Pezeshkian engages
with religious minority
representatives in
parliament

TEHRAN - Masoud Pezeshkian, the Presi-
dent-elect of Iran, convened with represent-
atives of religious minorities in the Iranian
Parliament on Saturday morming, marking a
pivotal engagement in Tehran.

The meeting, held at the Shahid Beheshti
Hall within the Presidential Administration
of Iran’s capital, Tehran, served as a platform
for President-elect Pezeshkian and parlia-
mentary members to delve into a spectrum
of pertinent issues.

Pezeshkian clinched victory in the presi-
dential runoff, emerging as Iran’s 9th presi-
dent after securing 16,384,403 votes out of a
total of 30,530,157 votes cast. His opponent,
Saeed Jalili, garnered 13,538,179 votes, with a
reported voter turnout of 49.8%.

Scheduled for July 28, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, is slated to officially endorse Ma-
soud Pezeshkian’s presidency. » Page 2

Iran, Russia forge
new economic path:
official

TEHRAN- The speaker of the Iranian Par-
liament emphasized the need to counter
sanctions and U.S. unilateralism while an-
nouncing the removal of the dollar from the

trade transactions between the two coun-
tries.

According to Russia Today, Mohammad
Bager Ghalibaf, during his recent visit to Rus-
sia to participate in the BRICS Parliamenta-
ry Group meeting, mentioned the strategic
enhancement of Iran-Russia relations by
removing the dollar from bilateral transac-
tions.

Ghalibaf mentioned, “We share common
interests as well as common enemies. Iran
and Russia are both significant countries in
the Eurasian region. BRICS has given us an
important opportunity. To achieve de-dol-
larization, all transactions between Iran and
Russia are conducted without using the dol-
lar. This shift is a response to the misguid-
ed methods of the United States which has
adopted its unilateralism.”

In recent decades, Iran faced severe sanc-
tions by the United States, especially due to
the expansion of its regional influence and
the development of its nuclear program.
Russia has encountered extensive econom-
ic sanctions from both the United States
and Europe following the outbreak of war in
Ukraine in February 2022, which has posed
significant challenges to their trade transac-
tions.» Page 3

Iranian oil output still
on upward trajectory:
OPEC

TEHRAN - The Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in its latest report
has said Iran produced 3.251 million barrels
per day (bpd) of crude oil in June, registering
a13,000-bpd increase compared to the
previous month.

Based on secondary sources, Iran produced
3.238 million bpd of crude oil in May, the
report said.

The Islamic Republic’s average crude
output for the second quarter of 2024 stood
at 3.237 million bpd indicating a 58,000 bpd
increase compared to the figure for the first
quarter of the year, the report said.

The report put the average Iranian crude
output for 2022 at 2.554 million bpd, while
the average output in 2023 was 2.859 million
bpd. » Page 4

lranian nation
overwhelmed by
Muharram

Once again, the Iranian nation is
overwhelmed by the month of Muharram.
Streets around the entire country are
decorated with banners and flags, people
set up stands around the city and give
away food and drinks, chanting of elegies
and chest-beating happen at night as
tears run down the grief-stricken faces of
mourners from all walks of life.

Traditionally, Iranians hold mourning
rituals during the first ten days of
Muharram - the first month of the
Islamic calendar - to commemorate the
martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein
(AS) and his companions in the battle of
Karbala in 680.

People commemorate Imam Hussain
(AS) in chorus attending mosgues and

other religious places like hussainiyas.

Ministry of Intelligence
reports /9 counter-
terrorism operations
across country

TEHRAN - In a recent announcement,
the Ministry of Intelligence disclosed that
its counter-terrorism unit has executed
79 targeted operations against terrorist
elements from May to the beginning of July.

According to the statement, these
operations were aimed at thwarting terrorist
plots across several provinces including
Tehran, Alborz, Qazvin, Razavi Khorasan,
Fars, Sistan and Baluchestan, Hormozgan,
and Bushehr. The intensified efforts were
prompted by the tragic incident involving
the sudden crash of the President’s plane
and coinciding with the national presidential
election. » Page 3



POLITICS y

JULY 14,2024

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

Foreign relations from Iranian perspectives

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Inits editorial, Kayhan pointed out the expansion
of Iran’s relations with the world and wrote: Except
for the Zionist regime, all the American continent
except the United States, all the African continent
and all the European continent except England are
a vast international environment for the Islamic
Republic and the field of national interests of Iran.
Nearly 200 countries are the environment of Iran’s
national interests and two or three countries are
the environment of opposition to Iran’s national
interests. Because of this hostility which is in
their political nature, no matter how we join them,
they don't give us anything. These few countries
are waiting to weaken us so that they can strike.
Begging to get rid of their evil will not be useful.
We must increase our capabilities in connection
with different countries in the four continents of
the world to eliminate the thought of weakening
Iran. We should not humiliate our nation and
underestimate the great ability of our dignified
administration to gain the support of the powers
that have sworn to destroy us.

Jam-e-Jam: Standing in the field

In a note, Jam-e-Jam discussed the positions
of Pezeshkian and the anti-revolution reaction to
these positions. The paper said: The president-
elect of Iran supported the axis of resistance and
said: “We will not bow down to any power.” The
successive insults of the opposition media and
anti-revolutionary accounts have taken more
serious positions after this statement, which
shows that they are the vassals of the American-
Zionist circles. It also shows that Pezeshkian
is standing on the right side of history and
against the crimes of the fake regime. With these
interpretations, it seems that the thought of
Pezeshkian in the field of resistance not only does
not have any problem with the strategic principles
and red lines of the original and humane discourse
of the Islamic Revolution but also insists and
shouts it. This is what has made the American
officials who support Zionism confused about
the precise understanding of the Pezeshkian
government’s behavior in the area of ??the
resistance axis. It is obvious that the president-
elect of a nation that has been the flag bearer of
the “field” of this movement in reaching the peak
of conquest and final victory for at least half a
century, will not have an approach other than this,
despite all the pressures and enmities.

Hamshahri: The anger of saboteurs over the
president-elect

Hamshahri dedicated its headline to anti-
revolution anger and said: The anti-revolution
anger over the failure of the “election boycott”
strategy had not yet ended, and the revolutionary
positions and recent meetings of the president-
elect have once again provoked the anger of the
opponents. The president-elect’s emphasis on the
continuation of Iran’s support for the resistance
front and the emphasis on the expansion of
relations between Iran and Russia, among the
positions of the president-elect in recent days,
has angered the opponents and has created a new
wave of propaganda. Also, the president-elect’s
emphasis on the implementation of the general
policies of the system is one of the other axes
that the anti-revolutionaries, by highlighting it in
the discourse of Pezeshkian, has tried to bring a
wave of destruction and propaganda to the 14th
government based on this approach, Pezeshkian
considered the general policies of the system
declared by the Supreme Leader of the Revolution
to be the most important work plan of the future
government and the country’s development
prospects.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: The Middle East will
become unstable with the normalization
agreement

In a commentary, Donya-e-Eqtesad dealt with
strategy of containing Iran by the United States
with the normalization of relations between
Israel and Saudi Arabia. It wrote: Washington
believed that this agreement would stabilize
the turbulent region and limit Iran, which has
become increasingly bold. But Israel’s behavior
has inflamed the Arab world and threatened
its stability. Israel imagines that, if necessary,
Washington will control the behavior of Arab
countries, and the anger of these countries
against Israel is balanced by their fear of Iran.
Israeli officials expect that with the continued
escalation of tensions with Iran, Arab countries
will have no choice but to ally with Israel and the
United States and that Abu Dhabi and Riyadh will
end their normalization agreements with Tehran.
But the Israeli authorities are wrong. Since the
normalization of relations with Iran, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates have become safer.
Theyhavenointerestinviolating theiragreements,
especially since their people do not currently see
Iran as an enemy. Instead, their enemy is Israel.
Until there is a clear path to a Palestinian state,
there is little chance that Israel and Saudi Arabia
will be able to normalize relations.

Pezeshkian engages with religious
minority representatives in parliament

From page 1 » The inaugural ceremony for
President Pezeshkian is scheduled to take place
at the Iranian Parliament on July 30, where he will
be sworn in as the 14th president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

This engagement with representatives of
religious minorities underscores Pezeshkian’s
commitment to inclusive governance and dialogue
within Iran’s diverse societal fabric, positioning
his presidency to address a broad spectrum of
national issues in the coming term.

Pezeshkian meets Iran’s senior military
commanders

The senior military commanders of Iran met
with President-elect Pezeshkian.

The senior military and commanders of the
country met with Pezeshkian at the President’s
Office. The meeting took place on Saturday,
according to Mehr News.

Present in this meeting were Major General
Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of the
Armed Forces, Major General Hossein Salami,
commander-in-chief of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps, Major General Seyyed Abdulrahim
Mousavi, commander-in-chief of the Army,
Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Ashtiani,
Minister of Defense, and Brigadier General Ahmad
Reza Radan, commander-in-chief of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Police Force.

Following the meeting with Pezeshkian, Major
General Mohammad Bagheri, said, “The armed
forces, in addition to their inherent duty of
defending the country and establishing security,
will stand by the government, as they have done in
past administrations. Therefore, the armed forces
are committed to cooperating and assisting the
government in advancing the affairs of the people
of our country”

Masoud Pezeshkian was elected as the ninth
president of Iran in the second round of the
presidential elections with the majority of votes
on July 5th.

President-elect receives detailed report on
vital energy utilities

The Iranian minister of energy, presented
a report on the status of Iran’s water sources
and electricity consumption to President-elect
Pezeshkian.

Ali Akbar Mehrabian, Iran’s Minister of Energy,
met with President-elect Pezeshkian and
congratulated him his election as president,
according to IRNA.

In this meeting, he presented a report on the
status of the country’s dams and the amount
of electricity produced and consumed to the
president.

Pezeshkian emphasized the importance of
water sources and urged attention to urban
development, population settlement, and
industrial expansion. He also requested that the
minister of energy provide an accurate report
on the latest status of energy consumption by
provinces and cities, including information on the
current supply-demand imbalance. This report
will be sent to relevant authorities to facilitate
necessary measures addressing the production-
consumption imbalance.

In recent years, with the onset of the hot season
and increased water and electricity consumption,
multiple power outages and intermittent water
cuts have become common in various parts of the
country.

Iran proposes strategic media
collaborations at BRICS
spokespersons summit

TEHRAN - Nasser Kanaani,
the spokesperson and head of
the Public Diplomacy and Media
Center of Iran’s Foreign Ministry,
has outlined Iran’s proposals
for enhancing the role of BRICS
member countries in the media
and information sector.

His proposals aim to foster
a just and multipolar world,
addressing the heads of
information departments and
spokespersons of BRICS foreign
ministries during a key summit
held in Moscow on Friday.

Kanaani’'s presentation
focused on several key areas
crucial to the summit’s agenda.
He stressed the importance of
collective actions by BRICS media
to elevate the international
standing of the group. Among
the strategic initiatives
discussed were efforts to deepen
relationships among national
media of BRICS countries,
the creation of a common
information framework, and the
utilization of digital diplomacy
and artificialintelligence in public
diplomacy and foreign policy.
Furthermore, he emphasized
the necessity of combating fake
news and misinformation.

Central to Kanaani’s proposals
was the establishment of a
BRICS Information  Network.
This network would serve as a
platform for the dissemination
and exchange of information
among member  countries,
enhancing communication and
collaboration.

Kanaani highlighted several
functions this network could
perform. It would help counter
efforts against the free media
activities of BRICS countries

by Western powers, combat
misleading and fake news
campaigns, and address the

negative impacts of unilateral
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sanctions and coercive
measures. By highlighting the
various effects of sanctions,
particularly on human rights, the
network could serve as a vital
tool for member countries.

Further elaborating on his
points, Kanaani stressed the
necessity of strengthening media
coordination and cooperation
among BRICS members. He
proposed  connecting  the
information and news networks
of member countries and
creating mechanisms for sharing
news in areas of mutual interest.
This enhanced coordination
would ensure a robust and
united media front.

Kanaani  underlined that
media diplomacy has become
an integral part of diplomatic
activities. He described media
as the most powerful tool for
diplomats to disseminate their
countries’ views, messages,
and positions. Reflecting on
historical shifts, he noted that
while dominant powers once
relied on military force and
coercive actions to achieve their
goals, today’s battles are fought
in the realm of media and virtual
networks. These tools aim to
capture the hearts and minds

of audiences through messages
rather than force.

Criticizing Western media,
Kanaani pointed out that they
often create false campaigns
to mislead public opinion. He
asserted that BRICS member
countries can enhance
multilateralism and counter
Western media’s unilateralism
by deepening media relations
and leveraging media and digital
diplomacy capabilities.  This
strategy would help combat
destructive media trends and
promote a balanced global
narrative.

In another part of his speech,
Kanaani emphasized the
importance  of  establishing
a ‘“cycle of media flow and
prominence” This concept is
crucial for achieving media
justice and integrity, promoting
multilateralism, and creating a
free, fair, and constructive media
environment.

Kanaani also addressed the
meeting’s agenda concerning the
creation of joint mechanisms to
utilize the media capabilities of
BRICS countries. He proposed
that joint actions in promoting
the goals and media coverage of
the next BRICS summit in Kazan,

Russia, could serve as a practical
exercise in mobilizing members’
media capacities toward shared
objectives.

Concluding  his  address,
Kanaani  highlighted  Iran’s
readiness to contribute to
BRICS’s international standing.
He stated that as a leading
country in media development in
the West Asia region, the Islamic
Republic of Iran is prepared
to participate actively in this
collective effort, leveraging its
substantial media capabilities.

The meeting focused on
creating practical coordination
and deepening  cooperation
among Media of BRICS member
states. The wuse of digital
diplomacy tools for foreign policy
was also discussed, according to
the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

The meeting held at the
Presidency of the Spokesperson
of Russian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Maria Zakarova, the
Spokespersons and Head of
Information Departments of
Ministries of Foreign Affairs
agreed to create coordination
on setting narratives and linking
national media for advancing the
agenda of BRICS member states
to the local and global media.

Iran officially joined BRICS
at the beginning of this year,
following its acceptance as a full
member alongside Argentina,
Egypt, Ethiopia, the UAE, and
Saudi Arabia.

The BRICS group, initially
comprising Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa, now
represents approximately 40%
of the global population and
a quarter of the world’s gross
domestic product (GDP). Iran
was one of many countries that
sought membership in BRICS and
submitted a formal application
to join the organization.

Iran, Russia forge new economic path ofﬁmal

TEHRAN- The speaker of the Iranian
Parliament emphasized the need to counter
sanctions and US. unilateralism while
announcing the removal of the dollar from
the trade transactions between the two
countries.

According to Russia Today, Mohammad
Bager Ghalibaf, during his recent visit
to Russia to participate in the BRICS
Parliamentary Group meeting, mentioned
the strategic enhancement of Iran-Russia
relations by removing the dollar from
bilateral transactions.

Ghalibaf mentioned, “We share common
interests as well as common enemies. Iran
and Russia are both significant countries
in the Eurasian region. BRICS has given us
an important opportunity. To achieve de-
dollarization, all transactions between Iran
and Russia are conducted without using
the dollar. This shift is a response to the
misguided methods of the United States
which has adopted its unilateralism.”

In recent decades, Iran faced severe
sanctions by the United States, especially
due to the expansion of its regional influence
and the development of its nuclear program.

Russia has encountered extensive economic
sanctions from both the United States
and Europe following the outbreak of war
in Ukraine in February 2022, which has
posed significant challenges to their trade
transactions.

Iran, Tajikistan looks to leverage technical
expertise in partnership

The speaker of the Iranian Parliament also
emphasized leveraging Iran’s technical and
engineering capabilities to cooperate with
Tajikistan during a meeting with his Tajik
counterpart.

According to Tasnim News, Ghalibaf
held discussions with Mohammad Taher
Zakerzadeh, the head of the Tajik Parliament,
on the sidelines of the BRICS parliamentary
summit on Friday.

Ghalibaf highlighted the bilateral relations
between the two countries and stated, “lran
has high capacities inthe fields of engineering
services, science-based knowledge, and
technology-related issues, and can utilize
these capacities for the development of
bilateral communications, especially in
these specific areas of private sector and
universities.”

He emphasized the necessity of focusing
on parliamentary cooperation between the
two countries, considering their linguistic
and racial similarities.

The speaker of the Tajik Parliament invited
Ghalibaf to visit Tajikistan and stated,
“Iran and Tajikistan are two friendly and
linguistically related countries, and we
should make the most of this characteristic
for necessary technical, infrastructure, and
specialized cooperation.”

The speaker of the Iranian Parliament
departed to Russia to participate in the BRICS
general assembly and, on the sidelines of this
summit, met and held discussions with his
counterparts from other countries.

Deadly silence of international bodies in face of
Israel’s crimes unacceptable: Spox.

TEHRAN - The spokesperson
for Iran’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has called out the
international bodies for their
silence in the face of Israeli
crimes in the occupied territories.

In @ message posted on his
social media X account, Nasser
Kanaani denounced the recent
missile attacks on refugee
camps in the Al-Mawasi area and
western areas of Khan Yunis in
southern Gaza.

These strikes, occurring in
locations designated as safe
zones, are the latest in a series
of atrocities committed by the

Zionist child-killing regime. The
spokesperson  criticized the
deadly silence of international
bodies inthe face of these crimes,
facilitated by overt military
support from the US. regime
and the duplicitous behavior of
certain European governments.

The statement highlighted
that while the international
community remains inactive and
fails to utilize the unparalleled
capacities of Islamic countries,
Zionist forces continue their
brutal onslaught without regard
for humanitarian or ethical
boundaries. This aggression, the

statement emphasized, further
fuels global outrage against the
apartheid regime’s actions and
hastens its inevitable demise.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s
spokesperson underscored that
these acts of violence against
defenseless residents of Gaza
represent a flagrant violation of
human rights and underscored
the urgent need for international
intervention to protect innocent
lives in the region.

At least 71 people have been
killed and 289 wounded in an
Israeli air attack on the Al-
Mawasi refugee camp, west of

Khan Younis, the Health Ministry
in Gaza said on Saturday.

The attack unfolded in several
stages and involved fighter
jets and drones, according to
witnesses. Rescue workers and
health teams were also targeted
by Israeli forces as they arrived
at the scene, local sources said.

Over nine months into
the Israeli war against the
Palestinians in the occupied
territories, devastating losses
have been inflicted on the
civilians who are enduring a
crippling blockade of food, clean
water and medicine.



Tehran, Moscow reiterate desire
to strengthen bilateral relations

TEHRAN - Nasser Kanaani,
spokesperson and head of the Pub-
lic Diplomacy Center of Iran’s For-
eign Ministry, has reiterated the im-
portance of deepening bilateral ties
in a meeting with Maria Zakharova,
the director of the Information and
Press Department of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Russia.

The meeting occurred on the
sidelines of the BRICS spokesper-
sons’ meeting in Moscow on Friday.

The discussions between Ka-
naani and Zakharova focused on
enhancing the friendly and con-
structive relations between Iran
and Russia. They delved into various
aspects of their bilateral relation-
ship, highlighting the importance of
strengthening media cooperation,
advancing public diplomacy, and
fostering cultural exchanges.

Both sides expressed their com-
mitment to building on the strong
foundation of their ties and explor-
ing new avenues for collaboration.

Kanaani emphasized the vital role
of media in shaping public opinion
and the necessity of accurate and
unbiased reporting. He proposed
initiatives to facilitate greater me-
dia interaction and cooperation
between Iran and Russia. Zakharo-
va, in turn, underscored the sig-
nificance of public diplomacy and
cultural exchanges in deepening
mutual understanding and friend-
ship between the two nations.

The meeting comes at a time
when the Russian Federation, as
the current chair of BRICS, is active-
ly hosting a series of diverse events.
These events, covering a wide
range of topics, are aimed at bring-
ing together officials from member
countries to consult on expanding
comprehensive cooperation among
BRICS nations. The discussions be-
tween Iran and Russia are seen as
a crucial step towards achieving
these broader goals.

As both countries navigate com-
plex international landscapes, the
commitment to bolstering media
collaboration and cultural ties sig-
nifies a strategic effort to enhance
their global influence and promote
amultipolar world.
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The meeting between Kanaani
and Zakharova marks a continu-
ation of the ongoing dialogue and
partnership between Iran and Rus-
sia, reaffirming their dedication to
working closely together in various
domains.

Iran, Brazil hold diplomatic
talks on cooperation

In another significant diplomat-
ic engagement, Kanaani also met
with his Brazilian counterpart, Joel
Sampaio, on the sidelines of the
BRICS Spokespersons and Heads
of Information Centers meeting in
Moscow.

During their discussion, Kanaani
and Sampaio explored the poten-
tial for cooperation between Iran
and Brazil in the areas of culture,
media, and public diplomacy. Both
sides emphasized the importance
of leveraging opportunities to en-
hance bilateral relations and to fur-
ther develop ties within the BRICS
framework.

In a gesture of solidarity, Joel
Sampaio expressed his condo-
lences to Kanaani for the tragic
death of President Ebrahim Raisi
and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian. He reiterated Brazil's
commitment to strengthening co-
operation with Iran in this new era,
signaling readiness to collaborate
across various sectors.

This meeting underscores the
ongoing efforts by BRICS member
countries to deepen their partner-
ships and underscores the poten-
tial for expanded collaboration in
multiple fields.
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ONSULTATIONS AMONG THE HEADS
OF INFORMATION DEPARTMENTS
OF BRICS MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Ethiopian, Iranian Foreign Min-

istry Spokespersons discuss

strengthening ties

Nebu Tedla, spokesperson for
the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, held a meeting with Nass-
er Kanaani, spokesperson and head
of the Public Diplomacy Center of
Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on
the sidelines of the BRICS Spokes-
persons’ Summit in Moscow. The
discussion focused on enhancing
bilateral cooperation and address-
ing shared concerns.

Tedla highlighted the critical
need for stronger collaboration to
combat fake news and disinforma-
tion campaigns targeting nations
such as Iran, Russia, and Ethiopia.
He emphasized the importance of
joint efforts to develop effective
strategies in this area.

During the meeting, Tedla ex-
pressed criticism of Western coun-
tries for their manipulative use of
human rights and related interna-
tional structures to serve their own
interests.

Kanaani, echoing these senti-
ments, stressed the significance of
unified efforts among BRICS mem-
ber countries to counteract media
hate and disinformation aimed at
discrediting independent nations.
He called for increased coopera-
tion to challenge the selective and
instrumental use of human rights
and accusations of terrorism by
some Western countries to pursue
illegitimate political objectives.

This meeting underscores the
ongoing dialogue and partnership
between Ethiopia and Iran, reflect-

ing a mutual commitment to ad-
dressing common challenges and
strengthening their bilateral ties
within the broader BRICS frame-
work.

Kanaani emphasizes neighbor-
ly relations in meeting with Emi-
rati counterpart

Continuing his meetings, Ka-
naani also engaged in discussions
with Afra Al-Khamli, counterpart
and head of the Strategic Relations
Center at the UAE Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit.

The meeting focused on rein-
forcing bilateral achievements and
enhancing cultural, media, and peo-
ple-to-people connections between
Iran and the UAE. Kanaani highlight-
ed recent statements from Iran’s
President-elect, Masoud Pezeshki-
an, underscoring the prioritization
of neighborly relations in Iran’s new
government’s foreign policy. He ex-
pressed optimism that relations with
neighboring countries, including the
UAE, would flourish during Pezesh-
kian's tenure.

Kanaani traveled to Russia to par-
ticipate in the event, titled ‘consulta-
tions among the heads of informa-
tion departments of BRICS Ministries
of Foreign Affairs, which was held in
Russia’s capital on July 12.

Russia, as the rotating presi-
dent of the BRICS, will hold various
events in 2024 on a range of sub-
jects and host officials from the
bloc’s member states for talks on
promoting and expanding coopera-
tion among the BRICS countries.

The BRICS group is a politi-
cal-economic coalition focused on
coordinating major and complex
global economic issues. The first
BRICS summit was held in 2009
in Yekaterinburg, Russia, with the
participation of China, Russia, Bra-
zil, and India. South Africa joined
the coalition in 2010, changing the
group’s name from BRIC to BRICS.
Over the past fifteen years, BRICS
has become an important coalition
of rapidly growing economies and
a leading force among countries in
challenging global economic and
financial systems.

Ministry of Intelligence reports 79 counter-terrorism
operations across country

From Page 1 » During these operations,
numerous terrorist suspects and their sup-
porters were apprehended in direct confron-
tations. Authorities seized a significant cache
of military weaponry, including 560 various
types of firearms and neutralized 9 explosive
devices. Some terrorists were intercepted and
neutralized before they could infiltrate the
country, while others were successfully de-
tained along the eastern border regions.

Highlighting the scope of the threat, the
Ministry of Intelligence underscored that sep-
aratist groups operating from the Kurdistan
region of Iraq had attempted to infiltrate the
country with a semi-heavy military shipment
via northwestern borders. However, swift ac-

tion by intelligence forces led to the intercep-
tion and safe containment of the entire ship-
ment after intense armed engagements.

In addition to these operations, the Minis-
try reported dismantling 6 operational hubs
linked to dissident groups, resulting in the de-
tention of all active operatives. Furthermore,
authorities uncovered and seized two terrorist
hideouts along with workshops where impro-
vised launchers were being manufactured.

Among the Ministry’s recent successes was
the identification and extradition of Abdullah
Kuwaitah, a key mastermind behind terrorist
operations in Kerman. His capture has yielded
crucial intelligence, aiding in the disruption of

multiple terrorist plots and the identification
of other pivotal figures and their hideouts
across the region.

The twin explosions that ripped through
Kerman happened on the 4th martyrdom an-
niversary of Iran’s anti-terror icon Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani. 94 people lost
their lives as a result of the blasts and dozens
more were injured.

The Ministry of Intelligence emphasized
that the information gleaned from these
operations continues to play a vital role in
safeguarding national security, underscor-
ing ongoing efforts to combat terrorism and
maintain stability across the country.

Harassers of Iranian voters in UK to be held to account soon: envoy

TEHRAN - The Iranian Embassy in London has
strongly condemned the harassment of Iranian
voters during the recent presidential elections,
warning that those responsible for such “aggres-
sive behavior” will face consequences without
tolerance.

Ali Matinfar, Iran’s Charge d'Affaires, stated
on Saturday that substantial evidence has been
gathered documenting incidents of harassment
directed at Iranian voters during both the first
and second rounds of elections held on June 28
and July 5.

Matinfar disclosed that the evidence includes
videos and images submitted by Iranian resi-
dents in the UK, as well as footage captured by
CCTV cameras and images shared on social media
platforms.

The Iranian diplomat highlighted that the col-
lected evidence is currently under review, and
once assessed thoroughly, it will be presented to
relevant judicial authorities in the UK. The aim is
to ensure that all individuals involved in the ha-
rassment of Iranian voters are held accountable
under the law.

Matinfar acknowledged that this judicial pro-
cess will require time but assured Iranian res-
idents in the UK that their rights will be upheld
through its completion.

During the presidential election, thousands
of Iranian citizens residing in the UK visited ten
designated polling stations across the country to
cast their votes.

However, reports surfaced of anti-Iranian
groups gathering outside these polling stations,
aiming to provoke tension and disrupt the vot-
ing process. Incidents of confrontation between
these groups and Iranian voters and election or-
ganizers were also reported.

Some of these groups resorted to threats and
intimidation tactics against voters simply be-
cause they participated in the election process.
Law enforcement authorities intervened, result-
ing in the arrest of ten individuals during both
election rounds.

Furthermore, the interference against the
electoral process extended beyond election day.
A day prior to the election, anti-Iranian elements
allegedly coerced venue owners to cancel rent-

al contracts for polling stations by threatening
them or raising politically motivated objections
concerning Iran.

Localauthorities in Britain arrested six individ-
uals during the first round of the Iranian presi-
dential elections for attempting to physically
harm voters.

Despite police cooperation in most Western
countries, Tehran is pursuing legal action against
those who harassed voters to prevent similar in-
stances in the future.

The Iranian embassy in the UK had previously
announced the establishment of a dedicated of-
fice to collect evidence of attacks against Irani-
an citizens, which will be presented to police and
used in legal proceedings. “All available evidence
and documentation of violence, threats, and acts
of hatred against Iranian citizens are being col-
lected,” the embassy said in a statement. “We
assure our dear compatriots in Britain that the
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in London
will use all its power to support our dear com-
patriots and bring this case to a conclusion and
punish the aggressors and violent terrorists and
will take any necessary measures,” it added.
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Swimmer Abdoli
happy to represent
Iran at Olympics

TEHRAN - As the Paris 2024 Olympic Games ap-
proach, Iranian swimmer Samyar Abdoli is in the
final stretch of his preparations, training diligent-
ly in Germany with only 15 days to go. Abdoli, who
earned his place in the Olympics through a wildcard
entry, is filled with a sense of joy and anticipation at
prospect of competing in Paris.

“Unfortunately, we were unable to qualify direct-
ly for the event,” Abdoli said.

“This was not unexpected, as the qualifying
times for the Olympics were lowered this year,
making it more difficult for us. | am grateful for the
wildcard, and just being at the 2024 Olympics is a
great feeling)” said the Iranian swimmer.

“We were only sent to one Olympic qualifying
competition, so we only had one chance to prove
ourselves,” Abdoli explained. “This put a lot of
pressure and stress on us, and we were unable to
achieve the desired result. If we had been sent to
multiple qualifiers, we would have had more oppor-
tunities and maybe could have made it, but it wasn't
meant to be”

“l didn't ask the federation for anything in terms
of training, and | know that if | had requested it,
they would have provided me with a coach,” Abdoli
said. “However, | prefer to continue my training in
Germany until the start of the Olympics. Of course,
there are some financial needs, which | hope the
federation can afford it”

“The conditions are good at the moment,” he said.
“| will continue my training here in Germany for an-
other week before the Olympics. With the support
of my coach and my club team, the conditions here
are good for me”’

“It's hard to predict how | will perform and what
place | will finish in,” Abdoli admitted. “But | will do
my best to break my own record in Paris. If | can
do that, it will give me and other swimmers a lot
of hope and motivation for the Asian Games medal
in Nagoya and a direct qualifying spot for the Los
Angeles Olympics,” he concluded.

Esteghlal target
Ghaedi extends deal
with Kalba

TEHRAN - Iranian international forward Mehdi
Ghaedi penned a one-year extension with Ittihad
Kalba.

The 25-year-old winger joined the Emirati club
last year and scored 12 goals in 25 matches for
Kalba.

Media reports suggest that Iran’s Esteghlal is
going to sign him but Ghaedi extended his contract.

Ghaedi is also a member of the Iran national
football team.

Iranian volleyball
spiker Ghaemi ends
playing career

TEHRAN - One of the winningest Iran’s volley-
ball players of the last decade, Farhad Ghaemi an-
nounced the end of his playing career.

Ghaemi was a member of Iran national volleyball
team from 2011 to 2020. He was part of the team
labelled the golden generation with stars like Amir
Ghafour, Saeid Marouf, Farhad Zarif, Mohammad
Mousavi and Shahram Mahmoudi.

Vladimir Alekno asked the player to join the team
for the 2020 Olympic Games but he failed to live up
to the Russian coach’s expectations.

Ghaemi won two titles in the 2014 and 2018
Asian Games as well as a bronze medal in the World
Grand Champions Cup.

He works together with Iran U18 coach Adel
Gholami as his assistant.

Ghaemi most recently played for the Iranian vol-
leyball club Foolad Sirjan.

Iranian young boxer
Musakhani dies

TEHRAN - Iranian young boxer Yasin Musakhani
passed away on Friday.

The 17-year-old boxer was hospitalized in a hos-
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pital in Malayer after suffering a head injury.

Musakhani underwent head surgery but died a
few days after falling into a coma.

Three years ago, another Iranian young boxer
Mohammadamin Roostaei passed away of brain
injury at the Kosar Hospital in Sannandaj, capital of
Kordestan Province.

Tehran Times extends deepest sympathy to his
family, loved ones, and friends over his demise.

Esteghlal defender
Rouzbeh Cheshmi
extends deal

TEHRAN - Esteghlal foothall team defender
Rouzbeh Cheshmi has penned a one-year deal ex-
tension with the team.

The Esteghlal skipper joined the Blues in 2021
from Qatari club Umm Salal for the second stint.

Cheshmi helped Esteghlal win Iran Pro League
and Super Cup in 2021and 2022.

The defender scored the winning goal in the
match against Wales in injury time and kept Iran’s
hopes to book a place in the 2022 World Cup’s next
stage alive.

Iran ready for
2024 Asian
Junior Handball
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran is ready to meet China in open-
ing match of the 18th Asian Men’s Junior Handball
Championship.

Iran is scheduled to meet China on Monday and
face Kuwait a day later.

Iran defeated Turkey twice and lost to Japan as
part of preparation for the Asian championship.

Groups:

Group A: Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong-China
Group B: Kuwait, Iran, China

Group C: Jordan, India, Oman

Group D: Japan, Republic of Korea, Chinese Taipei,
Qatar

The 18th Asian Men’s Junior (U-21) Handball
Championship is scheduled to take place from July
16 to 27, 2024 in Amman, Jordan.

The championship will serve as a qualifying
event for the 25th IHF Men’s Junior (U-21) Handball
World Championship in Poland, scheduled for June/
July 2025. The top four teams from this competition
will secure qualification spots for the World Cham-
pionship.

Japan enters as the defending champion, having
won its maiden title in 2022. Notably, Japan and the
Republic of Korea are the only teams to have par-
ticipated in all seventeen previous editions of the
championship. Additionally, Qatar has participated
in sixteen editions, missing only one. Kuwait and
Qatar are the record title holders, each having won
the championship on five occasions. The Republic
of Korea has won the most medals in the cham-
pionship, totaling twelve, including three gold, six
silver, and three bronze medals.

Inter complete
signing of Iranian
forward Taremi

TEHRAN - Inter have confirmed the signing of
Mehdi Taremi on a three-year contract following
his departure from Porto.

Taremi made 182 appearances for Porto after
joining in 2020, scoring 91 goals in all competitions.

The Iran international enjoyed a distinguished
four-year spell at the club, winning the Primeira
Liga, two Portuguese Super Cups, three Portu-
guese Cups and the Portuguese League Cup.

Speaking to the club website, he said: “l am very
happy to be here today, it is a dream come true for
me. | feel good and | am very happy. | have to say
that this is the happiest moment of my life”

The first Iranian in Inter’s history, Taremi has be-
come an iconic figure for Iran, for whom he made
his debut on 11 June 2015.

He's scored 50 goals in 85 matches for his coun-
try, who he represented at the 2018 and 2022 World
Cups. Notably, he bagged a brace against England
in Qatar.
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Iranian oil output still on upward

trajectory: OPEC
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From page 1 » These statistics show that
the Islamic Republic has maintained its place

as the third-largest oil producer among the
OPEC members.

Iran’s average crude oil price increased by
$4.76 per barrel in the first half of 2024 com-
pared to the same period last year, according
to the report.

According to OPEC, Iran’s crude oil was sold
at $83.65 per barrel on average in the men-
tioned period.

This is while Saudi Arabia’s crude oil price
decreased 29 cents and reached $85.31 per
barrel, it said.

The OPEC’s average crude oil price in June
2024 decreased 37 cents and reached $83.32
per barrel, the report added.

Earlier in April, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) reported that Iran’s oil production

in 2023 saw an increase of 500,000 bpd in
comparison to the previous year, reaching 3.1
million bpd.

According to the IMF data, the oil sector
of Iran’s economy recorded a noteworthy
growth of 15 percent in 2023.

Over the three years of late President
Ebrahim Raisi’s tenure, this sector experi-
enced a double-digit growth; therefore, the
oil sector saw 10.1 percent, 10 percent, and
15 percent growth respectively in 2021, 2022,
and 2023.

It is predicted that Iran’s oil production will
increase by another 100,000 bpd, reaching
3.2 million bpd in 2024.

Iran’s gas production also increased from
the equivalent of 4.8 million barrels of oil per
day in 2022 to the equivalent of 5.1 million
bpd in 2023.

According to IMF, the figure is expected to
rise by 300,000 bpd to reach the equivalent
of 5.4 million bpd in 2024.

Iran exported 1.4 million barrels of oil per
dayin 2023, indicating an increase of 500,000
barrels compared to its oil export data in the
previous year, and it is expected that in the
current year, an additional 100,000 barrels
would be added to Iran’s oil exports, reaching
1.5 million bpd.

Iran to add 22,000MW to its power plants

capacity

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Power Genera-
tion, Distribution, and Transmission Com-
pany (known as Tavanir) Mostafa Rajabi
Mashhadi has said the country’s Energy
Ministry plans to construct new pow-
er plants with a total capacity of 22,000
megawatts (MW) across the country, IRNA
reported on Friday.

Stating that in the past three years, up
to three billion dollars have been invest-
ed annually in the electricity industry, Ra-
jabi Mashhadi said: “the construction of
22,000 megawatts of new power plants,
half of which will be renewable, has been
targeted.”

According to the official, the mentioned
power plants, including 12,000 MW of renew-
able power plants and 9,000 WM of cycle pow-
er plants, should be commissioned within the
next three years.

Statistics indicate that Iran’s generation of
electricity during the administration of the
late President Ebrahim Raisi registered a 13.5
percent growth, with Iran generating more

electricity than industrialized countries like
the UK and Italy.

Recent statistics released in a report on
“Statistical Review of the Global Energy” show
that Iran generated 382.9 terawatts/hour of
electricity in 2023, registering a 4.3 percent
hike compared to a year earlier.

Iran had generated more than 3671 ter-
awatts/hour of electricity in 2022.

The growth of Iran’s generation of electricity
in 2023 was nearly twice that of the average
growth of the generation of electricity in the
world.

The report put the total generation of elec-
tricity worldwide in 2023 at more than 29,924
terawatts/hours, which was 2.5 percent high-
er than a year earlier.

Iran’s generation of electricity in 2023 ex-
ceeded that of industrialized countries like the
UK, Italy, and Spain as well as Turkey, Algeria,
Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan and Thailand, the
report added.

Iran, Australia stress expansion of trade

ties
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TEHRAN- Iran and Australia emphasized
on the expansion of cooperation between the
two countries in non-sanctions fields during a
meeting held at the place of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA).

The two sides also put emphasis on facili-
tating the issuance of business visas with the
recommendations of the ICCIMA and Iran-Aus-
tralia Joint Chamber of Commerce.

Addressing the meeting, the director of
the Asia and Pacific Office of the ICCIMA’s
International Department said: “We should
try to increase cooperation in non-sanc-
tioned areas and introduce more opportu-
nities to the businessmen of the two coun-
tries through the synergy of the Australian
Embassy in Iran and the joint chamber of the
two countries.”

Nilofar Asadi continued that industry, min-
ing, agriculture, food and water management

and water productivity are among the areas of
non-sanctioned cooperation in which the two
countries can develop their cooperation.

Hamidreza Managebi, the chairman of
Iran-Australia Joint Chamber of Commerce,
for his part stated that Iran’s economy is the
second economy in the West Asia region and
continued that Iran is not only a major pro-
ducer of oil and gas, but also excels in sec-
tors such as mining, agriculture, pharma-
ceuticals and petrochemicals, emphasizing
that Iran’s oil and gas is an attractive sector
for foreign investment, and Australian com-
panies can participate in exploration, pro-
duction and processing, after the sanctions
are lifted.

He mentioned agriculture and water as an-
other good area for joint investments between
the two countries and added: Iran has rich
minerals in the mining sector and can provide
Australian companies with good opportunities
in the field of exploration, extraction and pro-
cessing of mines.

According to him, information technology
and education, software development, health
and treatment, care for the elderly, pharma-
ceuticals, medical equipment, historical at-
tractions, tourism industry, hotel construction
and construction industry are other suitable
fields for joint cooperation.

‘Over 90% of elevator, escalator
parts domestically made’

TEHRAN - the head of the Lift
and Escalator Component Man-
ufacturers Association of Iran
(known as LIEMA) has said more
than 90 percent of the compo-
nents and parts used in the es-
calators and elevators are cur-
rently being manufactured in the
country, IRIB reported.

Speaking to the press on the
sidelines of the 13th Internation-
al Exhibition of Elevators, Esca-
lators, Elevating Conveyors and
Accessories (IRAN LIFTEX 2024),
Samad Shafahi said: “only one to
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na, Germany, Turkey, and Italy are
participating in this year’s exhi-
bition.

Several business delegations
from Turkey, Algeria, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Irag’s Kurd-
istan Region and Oman are also
going to visit the exhibition.

Holding B2B meetings among
the members of the delegations
and participants of the exhibi-
tion is also one of the programs
scheduled for the exhibition.

Speaking at the opening cer-

two percent of the elevators that
have a special use and are mainly
installed in petrochemical plants
or refineries, their parts are im-
ported. The rest of the elevators
and escalators needed by the
country are produced and put
into operation by domestic pro-
ducers”

According to the official, over
50,000 elevators and 1,200 es-
calators are built in the country
every year, all of which are pro-
duced with the efforts of domes-

tic manufacturers.

“More than 500 production
units operate in the elevator in-
dustry, of which 350 units are
officially members of LIEMA, and
the rest present their activities
and products in different ways,”
he said.

He further noted that over
80,000 people are currently
active in the industry of which
30,000 are directly involved in
the production and the rest op-
erate in various sub-sectors.

The 13th International Exhi-
bition of Elevators, Escalators,
Elevating Conveyors and Acces-
sories (IRAN LIFTEX 2024) kicked
off at Tehran Permanent Interna-
tional Fairgrounds on July 10.

The inauguration ceremony of
the four-day exhibit was partici-
pated by Deputy Industry, Mining
and Trade Minister Mohammad
Mehdi Baradaran.

As reported, over 135 domes-
tic and foreign companies from
various countries including Chi-

emony, Baradaran said over the
past few years the domestic pro-
duction of elevators and escala-
tor parts has saved the country
millions of dollars.

“In this exhibition domestic
and foreign producers of ele-
vators and related equipment,
along with service and consult-
ing companies, have the oppor-
tunity to display their products
and services and communicate
with international visitors and
buyers,” he said.

Iran’s economy to grow 3.2% in 2024: WB

TEHRAN - The World Bank (WB), in its lat-
est report, predicted that Iran’s economy will
grow 3.2 percent in 2024 and the inflation
rate will decrease to 35.3 percent.

According to the estimate of the interna-
tional body, Iran’s economy experienced a five
percent growth and a 40.7 percent inflation
in 2023.

The bank has forecast that the growth of
Iran’s non-oil sector which was 3.8 percent
last year will reach 3.0 percent in the current
year. Iran’s oil sector, which experienced a
significant growth of 17.1 percent in the pre-
vious year will also grow by 5.0 percent in the
current year, Tasnim News Agency reported.

In addition, the World Bank has predicted
that Iran’s oil production this year will in-
crease by 200,000 barrels compared to the
previous year and will reach 3.2 million bar-

rels per day.

Itis expected that Iran’s agricultural sector
will grow only 0.9 percent this year, and the
growth of the industry sector will reach 4.9
percent and the service sector will grow 2.6
percent.

Iran’s inflation rate which was 40.7 percent
in the previous year is also expected to fall to
35.3 percent in the current year.

The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) reported in
late June that Iran’s gross domestic product
(GDP) including oil grew 4.5 percent in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19).

Based on the CBI data, the figure excluding
oil increased by 3.6 percent.

According to the CBI Economic Accounts
Department, GDP to the base price (fixed

prices in 2016) in the 3rd quarter of the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year showed a 4.5 per-
cent growth compared to the same period a
year earlier.

In addition, the country’s economic growth
without oil included in the mentioned period
reached 3.9 percent, the report added.

The study of the investment situation in
various economic sectors (to the fixed prices
in 2016) clarifies that the ‘formation of the
fixed gross capital’ in the 3rd quarter of the
last Iranian calendar year saw a 14.2 percent
growth compared to the same period in the
previous year.

The realization of 4.5 percent economic
growth in the previous Iranian calendar year
indicates the continuation of the growing
trend of economic activities in the country.

Russia ready to invest in Iran’s northern port

TEHRAN- A group of entrepre-
neurs from Russia visited Ami-
rabad port, in Iran’s northern
Mazandaran province, on Saturday
to invest in the production of oil
products.

The Director General of Amirabad
Maritime and Ports Department
Mohammad-Ali ~ Musapour-Gor-
ji said on the sidelines of the visit
that considering the location of
Amirabad port in various fields of
investment, a Russian company
announced its readiness to invest
in this port in the field of oil prod-
ucts production.

Foreign investment in ports is
considered one of the important
goals of the government and or-
ganization in line with the develop-
ment of the sea-oriented economy,
which, in addition to attracting
investors and generating income,
will also contribute greatly to the
transfer of technology and job cre-
ation, he added.

Elaborating on the capacities and
introducing the capabilities of Ami-
rabad Port, which benefits from
various transportation sectors, he
urged the domestic and foreign in-
vestors to invest in Amirabad Port
by presenting related plans for
maritime and port activities.

Amirabad Port, located to the
east of the Caspian Sea in Iran’s
province of Mazandaran, is cur-
rently working with only 30 per-
cent of its operating capacity.

In mid-June, Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Russian Federation
Alexander Novak said that the vol-
ume of trade between Russia and
Iran increased by 48 percent in the
first three months of 2024 com-
pared to the same period last year.

According to the results of the
first quarter of 2024, Russia’s ex-
ports to Iran have increased by 77
percent and the country’s imports
from Iran have increased by 13

percent, Novak said in his meeting
with Iranian Petroleum Minister
Javad Oji.

He also referred to the launch of
direct flights between Grozny and
Tehran on June 10, 2024, which will
be carried out by Iran’s Mahan Air.

| am confident that it will in-
crease the flow of tourists be-
tween Iran and the North Caucasus
regions, he stressed.

The value of Iran’s exports to
Russia rose 26 percent in the past
Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19), as compared to the pre-
ceding year.

Some 2.185 million tons of prod-
ucts worth $946 million were ex-
ported to Russia in the previous
Iranian year, while a year earlier the
Islamic Republic had exported only
1.436 million tons of goods valued
at $751 million to the country.

According to official data, Iran’s
exports to Russia also increased
by 56 percent in terms of weight
during the previous year.

Agricultural products, petro-
chemicals, and oil-based products
were the top exported products to
Russia in the mentioned year.

The imports also grew by nine
percent in terms of value and 27
percent in terms of weight.

In line with the two countries’
determination to increase the level
of trade exchanges, during a video
conference meeting between the
deputy transport ministers of Iran
and Russia on November 28, 2023,
the two sides discussed ways of
increasing annual transit through
Iran to 10 million tons.

In this virtual meeting, the two
sides discussed transportation co-
operation between the two coun-
tries in all areas including rail, road,
and sea.

The two sides have been taking
serious steps to boost their mutual

trade over the past few years.

In late January, late President
Raisi said that the Islamic Republic
and Russia have reached an agree-
ment to boost the trade between
the two countries up to $10 billion.

“We agreed to remove trade
barriers and boost the economic
exchanges between the two coun-
tries. Currently, the level of mutual
trade is not acceptable, so the two
countries agreed to increase trade
to $10 billion a year,” Raisi said on
January 21, upon arrival to Tehran
after a two-day visit to Moscow.

As major players in the world and
West Asia’s political and economic
scene, Iran and Russia have been
expanding political and economic
ties for many years, however, the
relations between the two coun-
tries have entered a whole new
level over the past few months.

The imposition of sanctions on
both countries has been a major
factor in bringing the two sides
closer together, making them a
strong alliance against U.S. pres-
sures. Over the past few months,
senior officials from the two sides
have been meeting and visiting
each other to consolidate bilateral
cooperation in various fields, in-
cluding energy, oil, gas, and transit,
as well as diplomatic and political
relations.

Earlier this month, Governor of
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Mo-
hammadreza Farzin said a mon-
etary contract has been signed
between Tehran and Moscow for
carrying out bilateral trade ex-
changes.

Farzin told reporters that he
and his Russian counterpart had
a meeting in Saint Petersburg last
Thursday where they finalized
agreements already signed be-
tween the two countries.

During the meeting, the chief
bankers of Iran and Russia also

signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on joint measures
to be taken by the two countries
for the expansion of economic and
monetary ties.

According to Farzin the new
monetary contract enables Iran
and Russia to trade in local curren-
cies.

He added that based on agree-
ments between the specialized
delegations of the two countries,
Iran’s Shetab banking system will
link Russia’s MIR interbank system
by the end of August.

The official said that the new
scheme would allow Iranian na-
tionals to take ruble from Russian
ATMs using their Iranian banking
cards.

“During the meeting, the two
sides finalized the requirements
to connect Russia’s Mir payment
system to Iran’s Shetab and this
project has entered the operational
phase,” Farzin said.

He added that the scheme will
further develop in the next phases
to allow Russian nationals to use
their banking cards in Iranian ATMs
and will then enable using Iranian
cards at the Russian poses.

“The second stage [involves the
possibility of] paying with Rus-
sian citizens’ cards in Iran,” Farzin
said, adding that in the third stage,
Iranians will be able to pay with a
Shetab card in Russian stores via
an ordinary bank terminal.

In April 2024, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry announced that the proj-
ect to use Mir cards had entered
the implementation stage. In May
2022, Russian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Alexander Novak said that the
countries were discussing how to
connect the Mir and Shetab pay-
ment systems.



Horrifying massacre in “safe zone” ‘ INTERNATIONAL

Hundreds of casualties as Israeli jets pound al-Mawasi

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN- Israeli warplanes
have unleashed a barrage of
bombs and missiles on a tent
camp killing and injuring hun-
dreds of Palestinians in an area
that the Tel Aviv regime claimed
to be a “safe zone”.

According to the Palestinian
Health Ministry, at least 71 peo-
ple have been killed and at least
290 others injured at the tent
camp in al-Mawasi area.

The Gaza government media
office said the number of dead
was at least 100.

The Israeli military claims it
was targeting the leader of the
armed wing of Hamas, Moham-
med Deif and one of his deputies,
Rafa Salama.

Graphic footage that has
emerged from the site of mas-
sacre shows the victims include
young children, innocent civil-
ians, women, and the elderly.

Large plumes of smoke can be
seen rising from several areas
over a wide location in what is
clearly a make-shift tent camp.

Many traumatized civilians
in particular women and young
children can be seen running
away.

Other scenes show desperate
children digging with their hands
in search of bodies. Witnesses
said the attacks took place in
stages. Video images appear to
back the statements.

Health officials at the Kuwaiti
field hospital and Nasser medical
facility said casualty figures are
expected to rise.

The two hospitals are over-
whelmed with the injured amid
scenes of chaos and despair.

Reports indicate that emer-
gency teams are tirelessly
searching for survivors, desper-
ately trying to transport them
to the two hospitals for urgent
medical care.

However, Reuters has cited of-
ficials at the Nasser Hospital as
saying that there is “no longer
able to function” as doctors are
“overwhelmed with large num-
ber of casualties”.

For many months now, the Is-
raeli Occupation Forces (I0OF) has
ordered Palestinians to travel to
al-Mawasi, west of Khan Younis
for their “own safety”.

The area has become over-
crowded with displaced civil-
ians, something the IOF was fully
aware off.

Despite dropping bombs on
al-Mawasi before, Saturday’s

massacre is by far the largest
bombardment of displaced Pal-
estinians seeking refuge in the
coastal camp.

Israeli army radio claims the
target of the airstrikes was
Hamas military chief Mohammed
Deif.

The regime’s network, oper-
ated by the occupation’s military
cited Israeli security officials as
saying “we conducted this attack
even at the cost of harming civil-
ians, estimating that there could
be dozens of casualties”.

Despite alleging to kill the
Hamas military leader, the Israe-
li newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth
reported that it was not clear
whether Deif was killed.

According to a senior Hamas
official speaking to Reuters, re-
ports from the Israeli Army Ra-
dio claiming that the airstrikes
in Al-Mawasi targeted Deif were
described as “nonsense”.

“All the martyrs are civil-
ians and what happened was a
grave escalation of the war of
genocide, backed by the Amer-
ican support and world silence,”
Abu Zuhri told Reuters, adding
that the attack showed that the
Israeli occupation was not in-
terested in reaching a ceasefire
agreement.

Witnesses told the news agen-
cy that some of the injured, who
were being evacuated, were res-
cue workers themselves.

“They’re all gone, my whole
family’s gone .. Where are my
brothers? Theyre all gone,
they're all gone. There’s no one
left” said one tearful woman,
who did not give her name. “Our
children are in pieces; they are
in pieces. Shame (on you),” one
woman said.

Hamas has described the at-
tack as “a grave escalation”.

“It is not the first time the en-
emy claims to target Palestinian
leaders, only to be proven false
later;” the resistance movement

said in a statement.

The organization condemned
“in the strongest terms the
horrific massacre in al-Mawasi
neighborhood of Khan Yunis,
which constitutes a dangerous
escalation in the series of un-
precedented crimes and massa-
cres in the history of wars, com-
mitted in the Gaza Strip by the
new Nazis.

The statement by Hamas
mentioned that the “occupation
forces” targeted in this massa-
cre “the al-Mawasi area west of
Khan Younis city, classified as
safe zones, and urged citizens
to move there. Warplanes, artil-
lery, and drones of the occupa-
tion intensely and continuously
targeted the tents of displaced
persons with various weapons,
resulting in hundreds of martyrs
and wounded among innocent
civilians”.

Hamas affirmed that the mas-
sacre indicates the occupation
government’s continuation “in
its war of extermination against
our Palestinian people, through
repeated and systematic tar-
geting of innocent civilians in
tents, displacement centers, and
residential neighborhoods, com-
mitting the worst crimes against
them, disregarding calls to cease
targeting innocent civilians, and
paying no heed to any of the laws
of war that impose their protec-
tion”.

In conclusion, the movement
pointed out that “this disregard
for international law and trea-
ties, and widespread violations
against innocent civilians, would
not continue without the support
provided by the U.S. administra-
tion to the government of Zionist
extremists and its terrorist army,
covering up its crimes, providing
it with all forms of political and
military support, and obstruct-
ing international justice from
fulfilling its role towards these
crimes, making it a full partner
in them”.

According to the Leba-
nese-based news outlet
Al-Mayadeen, citing “a credible
source” the commander of the
al-Qassam brigades (the armed
wing of Hamas), Mohammed
Deif, is well, and Israeli claims of
his injury (death) are baseless.

The source indicated that the
purpose behind these claims is
to cover up for the massacre.

Experts have said the dehu-
manizing of Palestinians by Tel
Aviv was, once again, on full dis-
play, as there would have been
no chance the I0F could bomb
an Israeli settlement if a Hamas
leader was hiding there.

The IOF committed more mas-
sacres elsewhere in the enclave
on Saturday.

At least 17 Palestinians were
killed in an attack on a prayer hall
at al-Shati refugee camp for the
displaced, located west of Gaza
City in the north.

The second Israeli massacre
in the northern part of the Strip
took place within three hours of
the first.

The latest scenes to come out
of the totally blockaded enclave,
showing the desperation and
hopelessness among Palestin-
ians, come as the U.S.-backed Is-
raeli genocide in the Palestinian
territory continues for more than
280 consecutive days.

Experts say the deadly attacks
against more women and chil-
dren in Gaza will, undoubtedly,
derail the ceasefire negotiations,
which are currently underway in
Qatar.

Israel already stands accused
of genocide at the International
Court of Justice.

The ICJ found in January that
there was a risk of violation
of the rights of the Palestin-
ian people to protection from
genocide.

It ordered Israel to “take all
measures within its power” to
desist from killing Palestinians
in contravention of the genocide
convention, to prevent and pun-
ish the incitement of genocide,
and to facilitate the provision of
“urgent basic services”.

The top UN court also issued
a ruling in May calling on Israel
to end its operation in the Gaza
Strip’s southernmost city of Ra-
fah.

But Israel has turned a blind
eye to the court’s rulings and
continued its brutal massacres
in the Gaza Strip.

Hamas has called on Palestinians
in the West Bank to “mobilize” in re-
sponse to the strike in Khan Younis’
al-Mawasi.

“We call on the masses of our Pal-
estinian people in the West Bank
and Jerusalem (al-Quds) to go out
in massive demonstrations against
the criminal Zionist occupation and
terrorist settlers who are wreaking
havoc in villages and cities, and to en-
gage in clashes in defense of our land
and our right to freedom and inde-
pendence,” the resistance movement
said in a statement.

The Palestinian ambassador to the
UK denounced the Israeli attack in Khan
Younis as a “massacre”.

Husam Zomlot said the attack on al-
Mawasi was Israel’s “response to the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) rul-
ing four months ago, to the UN Security
Council more than a month ago and to
the ongoing ceasefire talks”.

He threw a spotlight on Israel’'s war-
mongering.

“Netanyahu wants permanent aggres-
sion and permanent occupation,” Zomlot
said. Benjamin Netanyahu said on Thurs-
day that Israel will continue the Gaza war
until achieving its objectives.

A spokesman for the Palestinian Au-
thority presidency said: “The massacre
inal-Mawasiis a continuation of the
genocidal war against our people, and
the US administration bears responsi-
bility for the continuation of the massa-
cres”’In a statement Nabil Abu Rudeineh
added, “Without blind and biased Amer-
ican support, this occupation would not
have been able to continue its bloody
crimes against our people, and to defy
international laws and the decisions of
international courts that have demanded
an end to the onslaught and protection
for our people”

Yemen’s Ansarullah condemned Isra-
el's deadly attack on al-Mawasi calling
Israeli leaders “war criminals”.

In a statement, the Yemeni resistance
group also called for holding the regime
accountable.

It added, “The enemy’s false claims
about targeting leaders in the Palestin-
ian resistance cannot cover up the ugli-
ness of its crimes.”’

Hamas dismissed Israeli claims that
the strike on al-Mawasi, which targeted
tents housing displaced Palestinians,
was aimed at killing its military chief Mo-
hammed Deif.

Action Aid denounced the Israeli strike
on al-Mawasi saying, “We are utterly
horrified and appalled by the devastating
attack on the al-Mawasi area near Khan
Younis and extremely concerned about
the safety of our staff and partners in
the area”

The international NGO said, “As yet
more Palestinians mourn their loved
ones or attempt to seek medical help
from a health system that is over-
whelmed and on its knees, we plea -
yet again - for this nightmare to come
to an end and for a permanent cease-
fire, now”.

The Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations (CAIR) highlighted Washington’s
complicity in the Israeli massacre in al-
Mawasi.

CAIR Executive Director Nihad Awad
said in a statement, “President Biden’s
continuing support for and silence about
the genocide gives a green light for more
Israeli abuses and war crimes.”

He added, “President Biden must stop
enabling these daily massacres and end
our nation’s complicity in genocide. Ad-
ministration officials must begin to treat
Palestinians as human beings worthy of
life, dignity and justice, not as animals
only fit for slaughter”
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How Mohammed Deif became the symbol
of Palestinian resistance

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN- Hamas military chief Moham-
med Deif has achieved enormous popularity
among Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip.

Deif has been the leader of Hamas’ military
wing, al-Qassam Brigades, since 2002.

Israel put him on its so-called ‘most want-
ed’ list nearly three decades ago.

The regime has made several attempts
on his life.

Deif’s ability to evade Israeli intelligence
services has earned him the nickname “the
man with nine lives” as he has escaped
multiple assassination attempts.

His real name remains unknown. However,
media outlets suggest that his name is Mo-
hammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri.

Deif is an Arabic moniker that translates
literally to “guest”. It refers to the fact that he
doesn’t stay more than one night in the same
place to avoid being caught by the Israeli re-
gime.

Sense of belonging

He was born in the Khan Yunis refu-
gee camp in southern Gaza in the 1960s
and studied at the Islamic University of
Gaza. Deif has lived in Gaza and educated
his children there. He joined Hamas in the
late 1980s with the help of Yahya Ayyash —
known as “the Engineer”.

Ayyash, who was assassinated by Israe-
li intelligence services in 1996, was one of
the main explosive experts of the resis-
tance group with whom Deif was very close.

Israel regards Deif as a direct and constant
threat amid the attacks he has orchestrated
against the regime for about 30 years.

Gaza subway

Deif masterminded the construction
of underground tunnels allowing Hamas
fighters to launch attacks inside Israel
from Gaza.

Hamas says it has built 500 kilometers
(31 miles) worth of tunnels under the Gaza
Strip. Israel has dubbed the tunnel network
the “Gaza Metro”.

In fact, he applied lessons from the second
intifada in the early 2000s.

In the wake of the uprising, Israel tried to
fortify the border with Gaza with walls.

Digging tunnels for resistance fighters to

go into Israel was a scheme which foiled the
regime’s plan.

A poll conducted by
a Palestinian news
site in 2014 showed
that Mohammed Deif
enjoys unparalleled
popularity among the
Gaza population.

From invincible to vulnerable

Operation Al-Agsa Storm, which was car-
ried out by Hamas in southern Israel on Oc-
tober 7, has been the most successful mili-
tary operation in the history of Palestinian
resistance.

Deif was behind the military operation that
caught Israel off guard and shattered the
myth of the regime’s invincibility.

Hours after the operation, Deif released a
video citing Israeli atrocities for conducting
the unprecedented attack.

“In light of the continuing crimes against
our people, in light of the orgy of occupation
and its denial of international laws and res-
olutions, and in light of American and West-
ern support, we've decided to put an end to
all this, so that the enemy understands that
he can no longer revel without being held to
account”

A professor of politics at Al-Azhar Uni-
versity in Gaza said in October, “Even before
this (Operation Al-Agsa Storm), Deif was
like a sacred personality and very much
respected both within Hamas and by the
Palestinians”.

Mkhaimar Abusada told The Financial

Al-Ag-
sa Storm had turned Deif into a figure “like a
god to the young”

Reports say Deif has run the Qassam
brigades from a wheelchair in the last two
decades following his injury in an Israel air
raid.

The orchestration of Operation Al-Aq-
sa Storm by a man who has been confined to
a wheel chair has exposed Israel’s extreme
vulnerability.

Rejecting compromise
Deif like many Palestinians including

founders of Hamas rejected the Oslo Accords
signed in the early 1990s.

He views the move as a betrayal of the Pal-
estinian resistance and a plot to replace Israe
with a Palestinian state.

Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestin-
ian Liberation Organization (PLO), signed
the US-mediated Oslo Accords with Israel in
1993, which ceded many Palestinian lands to
the regime.

Despite signing the deal, no progress was
made toward achieving Palestinian state-
hood.

Frustration and anger rose among Pales-
tinians on the backdrop of Israel’s refusal to
abide by the Oslo Accords and end the occu-
pation.

[t was one of the main reasons that
sparked the Second Intifada in 2000 which
lasted until 2005.

Deif, who joined al-Qassam Brigades fol-
lowing its creation shortly after the Oslo Ac-
cords, was also part of a series of Palestinian
attacks against Israelis during the Second
Intifada.

Enduring legacy

Deif has captured the hearts of Palestin-
ians as the Palestinian Authority (PA),
which was established in 1994 as a product
of the Oslo Accords, remains widely unpopu-
lar.

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas, who has led the PA for nearly two de-
cades, has faced widespread criticism over
his inaction toward lIsraeli crimes against
Palestinians both in the West Bank and in the
Gaza Strip.

Palestinians have accused Abbas of ren-
dering the Palestinian Authority into a tooth-
less entity as Israel has expanded its settle-
ments and intensified deadly violence.

Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, has been
under mounting pressure over his position
toward Operation Al-Agsa Storm.

In mid-October, the Wafa news agency
cited Abbas as saying that “Hamas’s poli-
cies and actions do not represent the Pal-
estinian people, and the policies, programs
and decisions of the (Palestine Liberation
Organization) represent the Palestinian
people as their sole legitimate representa-
tive”

His comments infuriated Palestinians who
have been subjected to decades of Israeli
atrocious crimes.

The Palestinian Authority’s securi-
ty forces have also attacked protesters
who have taken to the streets of the West
Bank to vent their anger at the policies
adopted by Abbas toward Palestine, and
the Gaza war.

Deif’s impact on Palestinians will be felt
for generations to come; a testament to the
power of his character and the significance of
his accomplishments.

His unwavering dedication to the Palestin-
ian cause has also inspired people to follow
in his footsteps.

Itis crystal clear that Deif’s legacy will out-
last him even after he is gone.
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Isfahan to lift the curtain on piles of

tourism investment

TEHRAN - Beaucoup tourism-related in-
vestment opportunities have been identified
within Isfahan province by this point in the
year, said a local official.

“In line with the slogan of the year (de-
clared by the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei on March
20), which focuses on a production leap with
public participation,” said the local official in
charge of tourism during a provincial meet-
ing on Wednesday.

“We are fully prepared to engage the public
general in the fields of tourism and handi-
crafts”

Since the beginning of this year, Amir
Karamzadeh noted, “in cooperation with our
colleagues in the two sectors of tourism and
investment across the 28 counties of Isfahan,
600 tourism investment opportunities have
been identified”

Moving forward, the province will present
these opportunities at various meetings,
conferences, and exhibitions, particularly
during tourism events, according to the offi-
cial.

Karamzadeh further elaborated that
supporting local and indigenous investors,
as well as attracting foreign investors to
improve the economic conditions of Isfahan
from a tourism perspective are among the
department’s agendas for the current year.

“Ensuring balanced and fair tourism de-
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velopment across all areas of the province, is
our primary objective,” he winded up.

Isfahan was once a crossroads of interna-
tional trade and diplomacy in Iran and now
it is one of Iran’s top tourist destinations for
good reasons.

It is filled with many architectural won-
ders, such as unmatched Islamic buildings,
bazaars, museums, Persian gardens, and
tree-lined boulevards.

It's a city for walking, getting lost in its
mazing bazaars, dozing in beautiful gardens,
and meeting people.

The ancient city has long been nicknamed
as Nesf-e-Jahan, which is translated into
“half the world”; meaning seeing it is relevant
to see half the world.

With a rich blend of history, culture, and
natural beauty, Isfahan remains a top desti-
nation for tourists seeking a comprehensive
and enriching travel experience.

Historic Golestan Palace hosts special

Muharram events

TEHRAN- Golestan Palace, which is Teh-
ran’s sole World Heritage site, has unveiled
an array of cultural and religious programs
for Muharram, including a continuation of the
Ashura curtain restoration project and stag-
ing numerous traditional ceremonies.

“During the first ten days of the lunar
month, religious rituals are performed in the
private courtyard of the Emarat-e Badgir,
said Golestan Palace’s director in an inter-
view with CHTN.

Afarin Emami underscored that Golestan
Palace’s grounds would host a variety of
themed events, including Ney-navazi (tradi-
tional reed flute playing), Dammam drum-
ming, Ta’zieh (traditional Persian theatre),
storytelling, curtain reading, and mourning
ceremonies by different ethnic groups.

She highlighted the installation of Ashura
elements such as banners, Alams (ceremoni-
al standards), and Nakhl (a symbolic wooden
structure) within the palace grounds.

Additionally, anthropological programs will
be featured, including the introduction of the
Ashura Hall, along with religious discussions
and lectures, according to the director.

Emami also announced the unveiling of
the book “Darvishi Curtains of Golestan Pal-
ace” during the first ten days of Muharram.

Continuing the successful project initiated
two years ago, she further explained, that the
restoration of another Darvishi curtain will

commence under the supervision of the re-
lated cultural heritage departments.

According to the organizers, Golestan
Palace’s Muharram programs aim to pre-
serve and showcase Iran’s rich cultural and
religious heritage, offering visitors a unique
glimpse into traditional ceremonies.

Pardeh-khani (literally, “reading aloud
from the screen/from the curtain”), is one of
those skills through which storytellers give
life to illustrations on a large canvas.

The time-honored dramatic form of art is
still occasionally performed across the coun-
try to commemorate the slaying of Imam
Hussein (AS), grandson of the Prophet Mo-
hammed (PBUH), in the battle of Karbala in
680 CE.

Pardeh-khani is a type of storytelling
combined with a laudation that is always ac-
companied by pictures. It is probably acting
like an educational- entertainment medium
to form a kind of stream of consciousness
for audiences to virtually travel to different
times and places.

There are illustrations on a large canvas
named parde, and a person called pardekhan
(storyteller or minstrel) stands before the
crowd, points to an illustration with a stick,
and narrates its story. This was a kind of
street art and people, mostly children and
teenagers, would gather in a square where
pardekhan would tell his stories.

Funds to breathe new life into North

Khorasan’s tourism

TEHRAN - Some national funds have been
allocated to the North Khorasan province,
situated in northeastern Iran, to restore its
historical buildings and develop vital tourism
infrastructure, a local official noted.

North Khorasan’s director-general of cul-
tural heritage, tourism, and handicrafts, an-
nounced the allocation of approximately $1
million from national funds for the cultural
heritage, handicrafts, and tourism sectors of
the province.

These funds, Ali Mostofian emphasized,
aim to develop tourism infrastructure, which
will significantly enhance visitor retention
and promote tourism-related employment in
the region.

“The funds are earmarked for the resto-
ration of historical buildings, development of
tourism infrastructure, and revitalization of
local handicrafts,” he added.

Mostofian pinpointed that the priority
projects include establishing infrastructure
in Robat Qelli, Ayoub Hot Spring, Tangeh Gazi,
the historical Belgeys Castle, Gerivan, and the
historical site of Rivi.

Additional focus areas involve the comple-
tion, equipping, and restoration of the Es-
farayen Museum, purchasing the boundaries
of the Mofakham Mirror House, according to
the director-general.

In the handicrafts sector, he concluded,
the funds will be used to create and equip
workshops for traditional crafts in Bojnurd,
Maneh, and Samalgan counties, as well as to
establish and equip a Kilim House in the na-
tional city of Bojnurd.

Explore Sepahsalar

mosque-school in downtown Tehran

TEHRAN - Located in the bus-
tling heart of Tehran, the Sepah-
salar mosque-school stands as
a magnificent testament to Per-
sian architectural ingenuity and
cultural heritage.

This grand complex, commis-
sioned by Mirza Hossein Khan
Sepahsalar, the esteemed prime
minister of Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar, embodies the rich history
and tradition of Iran.

Alegacy of dedication

According to Visit Iran, the
construction of the mosque-
school is a tale of perseverance
and dedication. After Mirza Hos-
sein Khan Sepahsalar’s passing,
his brother Yahya Khan Moshir
od-Duleh carried the torch, en-
suring the project’s completion
over fifty years. The architectural
genius behind this marvel is Mir-
za Mahdi Khan Shagagi, known
as Momtahen ud-Doleh, who
was the first Iranian architect
to study in France. His unique
design blends traditional Iranian
elements with influences from
Turkish mosques and the iconic
Hagia Sophia in Istanbul.

Architectural grandeur

As you step into the mosque’s
vast courtyard, you are greet-
ed by the serene beauty of lush
gardens and a tranquil water

pool. The central square court-
yard, surrounded by lwans on all
four sides, is a defining feature
of traditional Iranian mosques.
The stunning dome, reminiscent
of ancient Persian architecture,
rises majestically over the court-
yard, flanked by eight elegant
minarets that echo the grandeur
of Turkish mosques.

The mosque-school’s west en-
trance, with its glorious facade,
beckons visitors from the nearby
National Council Parliament. A
corridor from this entrance leads
to the expansive main courtyard,
a400-meter sanctuary with sixty
chambers designed for religious
students. The east entrance, re-
served for women, and the sim-

pler south entrance, opening to
the Dar ol-Shafa courtyard, each
offer unique perspectives of this
architectural gem.

Historical significance

Sepahsalar mosque-school is
not just an architectural wonder;
it is a historical landmark. It has
witnessed pivotal moments in
Iran’s history, from the demon-
strations of Mosaddegh’s sup-
porters to the parliament’s bom-
bardment and the assassination
of Qajar Prime Minister Mirza
Ali Asgar Atabak. The mosque’s
historical layers add a profound
depth to its already impressive
presence.

Unique attractions
One of the mosque’s most in-

triguing features is a clock with
three bells, crafted in France in
1880. This exquisite timepiece
sits atop a five-meter-high tiled
room between two minarets
over the north Iwan. The sound
of the bells resonates through
the mosque, adding a timeless
charm to the complex.

The library at Sepahsalaris an-
other jewel in its crown. Though
it was part of the original design,
it wasn't built until 1313 SH, un-
der the guidance of French ar-
chitect Maxime Siroux. Housing
4,000 manuscripts purchased
by Sepahsalar and an addition-
al 10,000 lithographic books,
the library is a treasure trove of
knowledge and history.

A must-visit destination

Known today as the Higher
Mosque and School of Shahid
Motahhari, the Sepahsalar com-
plex is an unmissable destination
for travelers exploring Tehran.
Its architectural splendor, his-
torical significance, and serene
ambiance make it a perfect spot
for both history enthusiasts and
those seeking a moment of tran-
quility amidst the city’s hustle
and bustle.

For sightseers, this iconic
landmark is not just a sight to
behold, but a story waiting to be
discovered.

Visa waiver program lifts Iran’s tourism, expert says

TEHRAN - Hormatollah Rafiei, the director
of the Association of Iranian Travel Agencies,
stated that Iran’s new unilateral visa waiver
strategy has significantly boosted the tour-
ism sector.

Speaking to ILNA, Rafiei highlighted that
the visa waiver program, implemented earli-
er this year, is one of the most commendable
actions taken to boost the tourism sector.

He emphasized the private sector’s de-
mand for the government to continue remov-
ing barriers in the tourism industry, including
maintaining and expanding the visa waiver
program.

Iran has unilaterally waived visas for citi-
zens of approximately 30 countries. Notably,
citizens of Lebanon, Venezuela, and Malaysia,
who previously required a visa on arrival, can
now travel to Iran visa-free under the new
government directive.

This move aligns with the private sector’s
call for further visa waivers with additional
countries to enhance tourism.

Rafiei acknowledged that while some
tourism professionals oppose the unilateral
visa waiver, he supports the government’s
decision. He argued that lifting visa require-
ments is crucial for removing barriers and
attracting more tourists to Iran.

Although the 30 countries currently part
of the visa waiver program may not be major
tourism sources or destinations for Iran, Ra-
fiei believes many of them have the potential
to become significant partners in the tourism
sector.

He pointed out that private sector efforts

aim to rejuvenate Iran’s tourism industry by
increasing tourist arrivals. One of the main
challenges has been the visa requirement,
and its removal is seen as a key step toward
achieving this goal.

Rafiei compared Iran’s situation to other
tourist-friendly countries, noting that France
attracts 90 million tourists annually and
Turkey received around 55 million tourists
post-pandemic, largely due to their extensive
visa waiver agreements.

He stressed that visa waivers not only sim-
plify travel and reduce costs but also elimi-
nate numerous obstacles to tourism growth.

In April, the tourism minister Ezzatollah
Zarghami said that Iran grants visa-free
access to approximately half of the world’s
population, totaling around four billion peo-
ple. “Currently, half of the world’s population
can travel to Iran without visas.”

“Of course, our initial proposal was to abol-
ish visas for citizens of 60 countries, but the
government agreed to abolish visas for citi-
zens of 33 countries.

With this abolition, the possibility of travel
to Iran without obtaining visas has been pro-

vided for half of the world’s population.”

The visa-waiver program was approved for
India, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Indonesia, Brunei, Ja-
pan, Singapore, Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Brazil, Peru, Cuba, Mexico, Bolivia, Venezuela,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Croatia, Be-
larus, Lebanon, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan, Tunisia, Mauritania, Tanzania, Zimba-
bwe, Mauritius, and Seychelles.

Besides, the Islamic Republic has previ-
ously had visited cancelations with some
countries like Turkey, the Republic of Azer-
baijan, Oman, China, Armenia, Lebanon, and
Syria, in various forms - unilateral, bilateral,
and group visa cancelations, including air-
port visas, which were implemented in some
cases. The privilege has been granted to
tourist groups from Russia based on a mu-
tual agreement inked between Tehran and
Moscow.

According to available data compiled by
the tourism ministry, more than six million
foreign tourists arrived by air, road, and sea
in the country during the past Iranian calen-
dar year, which came to an end on March 19.
The figure marks a substantial year-on-year
increase compared to a year earlier (1401)
in which approximately 4.23 million tourists
visited the Islamic Republic.

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots
such as bazaars, museums, mosques, bridg-
es, bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums,
churches, towers, and mansions, of which 27
are inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
list.

Archaeological survey underway at Saveh’s 12th-century
mosque using GPR techn

TEHRAN - For the first time, archaeologists
have utilized Ground-Penetrating Radar
(GPR) technology to uncover potential histor-
ical artifacts at the Jameh Mosque of Saveh,
which dates from the 12th century.

This innovative approach marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the archaeological explora-
tion of Iran’s Markazi province, the provincial
tourism chief said on Saturday.

Mahmoud Moradi Naragi said that the GPR
survey at the Jameh Mosque of Saveh rep-
resents the province’s inaugural use of this
advanced technology.

Conducted in collaboration with a knowl-
edge-based company, the GPR examination
aimed to investigate the mosque’s historical
layers and subterranean features.

The results of the GPR survey at the Jameh
Mosque of Saveh will be presented at a tech-
nical council meeting within the Cultural Her-
itage Department, contributing to the ongo-
ing studies and providing a comprehensive
understanding of the site’s historical context.

Moradi Naragi emphasized the significance

of this geophysical method, highlighting its
non-destructive nature and ability to deliver
detailed subterranean images.

“This collaboration offers us a unique op-
portunity to uncover and understand our
historical landscape with cutting-edge tech-
nology,” he stated. “We eagerly anticipate the
new discoveries that will provide valuable
insights into the cultural heritage of this re-
gion.”

The Seljuk-era mosque still continues to
enthrall the faithful, tourists, and enthusi-
asts of history and Islamic architecture alike.
Its intricate architectural ensemble encom-

ology

passes a courtyard, porch, minaret, dome,
and two ancient altars adorned with Kufic
calligraphic works.

Named after Saveh, the central Iranian
city, the term “Jameh Mosque” or “Masjed-e
Jameh,” or “Friday Mosque” in Iran specifi-
cally denotes a grand communal mosque
designated for obligatory Friday prayers, dis-
tinctively recognized within the country and
revered as a significant cultural and spiritual
landmark.

GPR is a non-invasive geophysical method
that employs radar pulses to create subsur-
face images.

This technology is particularly valued in
archaeology for its ability to monitor and
provide 3D representations of underground
features without damaging the site. The GPR
survey involves emitting electromagnetic
waves within the MHz range, capturing their
reflections, and returning signals to the re-
ceiver to produce radiogram profiles. These
profiles are then analyzed using specialized
software.



Japan, UNHCR enhance healthcare,
education for refugees in Iran

TEHRAN -Japan’s contribution to
the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Iran
boosts the country’s policies that
allow Afghan refugees access to ed-
ucation and healthcare services.

Japan has been a leading sup-
porter of UNHCR’s activities in the
country for over a decade, particu-
larly in the areas of education and
healthcare for refugees, the UNHCR
website announced in a press re-
lease on July 10.

The Government of Japan con-
tinues supporting UNHCR, the UN
Refugee Agency, through its Sup-
plementary Budget, and Partner-
ship Grant Aid amounting to over US
4million dollars, which helps Afghan
refugees access health care in the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

This generous funding will allow
UNHCR to enhance access to quality
education and healthcare services
for Afghan refugees through Iran’s
national educational and healthcare
systems.

This new funding reaffirms Ja-
pan’s continued commitment to
ensuring accessible and affordable
health services for the most vulner-
able Afghan refugees in Iran.

It will also support the construc-
tion of public schools benefitting
both Afghans and Iranians alike.

Building on its long-standing
partnership, Japan also provided
critical support of USD 1.2 million to
UNHCR’s programs for Afghan refu-
gees in Iran last year, which helped
strengthen the national health care
system and services for refugees.

“We are profoundly grateful to
the people and Government of Japan

for this vital support towards Af-
ghan refugees in Iran,” said Yumiko
Takashima, UNHCR Representative
in Iran.

“This contribution will help UN-
HCR maintain critical health inter-
ventions and preserve Iran’s inclu-
sive policies that allow refugees to
access national health services.”

H.E. Tamaki Tsukada, Ambassador
of Japan to Iran, reiterated Japan's
commitment, saying, “As a responsi-
ble international actor, Japan priori-
tizes responsibility-sharing to ease
the burden on host communities.
Through partnerships like this with
UNHCR, we aim to fulfill our global
duties by supporting refugees and
host communities across Iran.”

Iran hosts one of the world’s larg-
est refugee populations, with an es-
timated 3.8 million Afghan refugees
and those in refugee-like situations
who have access to national services
under Iran’s inclusive policies.

This timely contribution from
Japan will help UNHCR sustain
critical health interventions for
Afghan refugees in Iran amid in-

creasing economic pressures on the
host country. It builds on Japan's
long-standing collaboration with

UNHCR in Iran, focused on delivering
essential services.

Education, healthcare for refu-
gees

In February, in a bid to provide
Afghan refugees and host commu-
nities in Iran with quality education
and healthcare services, the Gov-
ernment of Japan and the UNHCR
signed a partnership agreement.

This contribution, worth $3.3 mil-
lion, is built on a long-term collab-
oration between the Government
of Japan and UNHCR Iran, mainly in
the areas of health, education, and
livelihood, the UNHCR website an-
nounced in a press release on Feb-
ruary 27.

This helped in delivering essen-
tial services, promoting inclusion,
and empowering displaced Afghans
struggling to rebuild their lives in
exile.

“We are profoundly grateful to the
people of Japan for their long-stand-
ing generosity,” said Takashima.

“This critical funding is a testa-
ment to their global leadership on
refugee issues and matches 2023
Global Refugee Forum’s spirit,
where Japan’s government and civil
society just renewed their pledges”

The three-year project includes
the construction of new schools
which will serve refugee and host
community children alike.

This will enhance quality primary
and secondary education, helping
to nurture youth’s talents and am-
bitions for the future, in line with
the Iranian government’s inclusive
education policy allowing foreign
nationals to enroll in public schools.

The Government of Japan's con-
tribution will also cover the health
insurance costs for 21,700 vulnera-
ble Afghan refugees, enabling them
to access secondary and tertiary
medical care.

“Refugees are an important glob-
al concern. Japan, as a responsible
international actor, plays its role in
alleviating the host community’s
burden,” said Tamaki.

“We believe the best outcome
can be achieved through collabora-
tion with international partners like
UNHCR. With this grant we want to
meet our responsibility sharing to
support refugees and their host
communities across Iran,” he added.

For over 40 years, UNHCR has
assisted the Government of Iran
in hosting one of the world’s larg-
est and most protracted refugee
situations. Iran continues to set a
progressive example through its in-
clusive national policies, especially
on health, education, and social ser-
vices accessible also by refugees.

Edurank places 100 Iranian universities among top

TEHRAN -Edurank, a global source for so-
cial media analytics in the education sector, has
ranked 100 Iranian universities among the best
universities worldwide for Artificial Intelligence
(Al) based on their research performance.

Agraph of 252 million citations received by 13.4
million academic papers made by 5,743 universi-
ties in the world was used to calculate ratings,
which then were adjusted for release dates and
added to final scores.

The University of Tehran, ranking 56 in Asia
and 201 in the world, is the top university in the
country.

Amirkabir University of Technology (ranking 70
in Asia, and 266 globally), and Iran University of
Science and Technology (ranking 83 in Asia, and
318 in the world) are placed second and third, re-
spectively.

Based on Edurank, the University of Tehran is
also placed first for Al among Islamic nations.

University of Technology Malaysia (ranking
306 in the world), and Istanbul Technical Univer-
sity (ranking 375 globally) are ranked second and
third.

In Edurank 2024, Stanford University, Univer-
sity of California Berkeley, and Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology grabbed first to third place
in the world, respectively.

5,000 clunker garbage

institutions for Al

Al rankings

According to a report released by the Web of
Science database, Iran (with 17,458 documents)
ranked first in neural network technology as well
as multi-agent systems (with 351 documents)
among Islamic countries.

The report has included data in a twenty-year
period from 2004 to 2023.

Iran ranks second in artificial intelligence (Al),
machine learning, and robotics among Islamic
nations.

The country ranked first for the highest num-
ber of documents in artificial intelligence (Al)
among Islamic countries by issuing 2,638 Al doc-
uments between 2013 and 2022.

Saudi Arabia (2,465) and Turkey (2,303) were
ranked second and third, respectively, IRIB re-
ported.

Iran ranked 14th worldwide in artificial intelli-
gence.

Based on the report, the country ranks second
in 3D printing and robotics, fourth in the Inter-
net of Things, fifth in 5th generation (5G) com-
munication technologies and big data, seventh
in drone technology, and eighth in blockchains
among Islamic nations.

The most scientific productions in the last ten
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trucks move in Tehran at

night

Some 5,000 clunker trucks, aged over 40 years, move across
the city of Tehran during the night to collect wastes, Tehran Gov-

ernor Isa Farhadi has announced.

The renovation of the garbage collection fleet requires high
amount of budget; this is while the Municipality of Tehran cannot
afford the cost and the issue needs urgent measures, he stated.

Clunker garbage trucks aged 40 years or above which travel
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years in artificial intelligence have been respec-
tively related to Tehran University, Tabriz Univer-
sity, and Amir Kabir University of Technology.

Also, the data analysis shows that the number
of scientific productions of artificial intelligence
has improved in the last five years, reaching 577
documents in 2022 from 157 documents in 2018.

Robotics with 1,596 documents, and the In-
ternet of Things with 1,270 documents followed
artificial intelligence in terms of scientific pro-
duction.

Blockchains with 7 documents had the lowest
scientific production in the ten-year period

National Al Center

The National Artificial Intelligence Center was
inaugurated on Wednesday in a ceremony at-
tended by Acting President Mohammad Mokhber.

On December 3, 2023, the late President Ebra-
him Raisi issued an executive order for the es-
tablishment of the ‘National Steering Committee
and the National Artificial Intelligence (Al) Cen-
ter’, Mehr news agency reported.

Accordingly, the science and technology head-
quarters was assigned to compile the document
in cooperation with the ministries and executive
bodies by utilizing the resources and expertise of
universities and research institutes.
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through the capital at night amounts to 5000, he concluded.
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UN official: Tehran conference will
contribute to addressing sand and dust

storms

TEHRAN —Stefan Priesner, the UN Resident
Coordinator for Iran, has said that the inter-
national conference on combating sand and
dust storms which was held in September
last year in Tehran will contribute to adopt-
ing measures to deal with the global predic-
ament.

“Sand and dust storms are global chal-
lenges with major environmental, health, and
economic impacts worldwide,” ISNA quoted
Priesner as saying.

He made the remarks on the occasion of
the International Day of Combating Sand and
Dust Storms on July 12.

Recognizing that SDSs and their negative
impacts at different scales are issues of in-
ternational concern, at Iran’s initiative, the
United Nations General Assembly proclaimed
July 12 as the International Day of Combating
Sand and Dust Storms

The Department of Environment played
host to the event on Friday to mark the inter-
national day which aims to raise awareness
and enhance resilience against SDSs as a
global concern.

On September 9-10, 2023, Iran hosted an
important conference on combating SDSs in
which experts proposed solutions that un-
derscored the need for global cooperation to
address dust storms.

Representatives of some 50 countries and
15 international organizations attended the
conference.

Decade on combating SDSs

The General Assembly has adopted a draft
resolution called ‘United Nations Decade
(2025-2034) on Combating Sand and Dust
Storms (SDSs), the 11th resolution on ad-
dressing SDSs since 2016.

In September 2023, the 6th UN Environ-
ment Assembly (UNEA-6) approved a resolu-
tion adopted at the international summit on
dealing with sand and dust storms which was
held in Tehran.

The draft resolution was submitted to
the United Nations General Assembly by the
Group of 77, which includes 134 developing
countries, IRNA reported.

Iran, on behalf of the Group of 77, held ne-
gotiations about the resolution till they finally
came to a conclusion. On July 10, the assem-
bly dedicated a 10-year period (from 2025 to
2034) to the fight against SDS.

The Assembly invited the Secretary-Gener-
al to take appropriate steps to plan and orga-
nize the activities of the Decade at the global,
regional, and country levels.

It also stressed that the cost of all activi-
ties that may arise from the implementation
of the resolution should be met from volun-
tary contributions, including from the private
sector.

The resolution has referred to dust and
sand storms as serious global concerns that
impose significant social, economic, health,
and environmental consequences on the res-
idents of affected countries.

They increasingly threaten the achievement
of 11 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals,
and the resolution therefore aims to enhance
international and regional cooperation to
prevent, halt, and mitigate their effects.

The resolution aims to address SDSs and
foster regional and international cooperation
to mitigate the negative effects of SDSs, par-
ticularly in vulnerable countries.

In 2029, the resolution and its implementa-
tion will be reviewed and revised based on the
Secretary General of the UN’s report.

Blood donation rises by 6% in

spring yr/yr

TEHRAN -Blood donation in Iran has in-
creased by six percent during the spring sea-
son this year compared to the year before.

A total of 628418 individuals donated
blood over the mentioned period, IRNA quoted
Bashir Haji-Beigi, the Blood Transfusion Orga-
nization spokesman as saying.

Currently, the highest blood donation
growth is recorded in Semnan (66 percent),
and Yazd (64 percent) provinces, the official
stressed.

In spring, the highest blood donation
growth was recorded in the provinces of
Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad, Sistan-Baluches-
tan, and Kermanshah with 43 percent, 19 per-
cent, and almost 19 percent rise, respectively,
Haji-Beigi noted.

Women'’s share of blood donation is over
four percent. However, women are expected
to get more involved in blood donation.

North Khorasan (over 9 percent), Lorestan,
South Khorasan, and Sistan-Baluchestan
(over 7 percent) had the highest blood dona-
tion by women.

The official went on to say that over 15 per-
cent of the donors are first-time blood donors.

4.7%rise in blood donation yr/ yr

A total of 2,327,997 Iranians donated blood
over the past Iranian calendar year (March
2023-March 2024), an increase of 4.7 percent
compared to the year earlier.

Tehran and Fars provinces made the larg-
est contributions accounting for more than
16 percent and more than 7 percent of the to-
tal blood donation, respectively, IRNA quoted
Haji-Beigi as saying.

Last year, the highest growth in blood dona-
tion was recorded in the province of Lorestan
with 22 percent, followed by North Khorasan
with 16 percent, and Kohgiluyeh and Boy-
er-Ahmad with approximately 13 percent.

The overall blood donation rate was over 54
percent in the country last year with Semnan
(69 percent), Yazd (64 percent), and Qom (63
percent) provinces ranking the highest.

Women’s share of blood donation was equal
to four percent. A total of 102, 907 women do-

nated blood which had increased compared
to the previous year. However, women are ex-
pected to get more involved in blood donation.

Women in Lorestan province, nine percent,
had the highest contribution followed by
North Khorasan, almost eight percent, and
Sistan-Baluchestan, over seven percent.

Last year, the blood donation rate reached
27 per thousand people. The highest rate was
recorded in Mazandaran province with over
40,000 people donating blood. Semnan prov-
ince, over 39,000, and Yazd province ranked
second and third.

Blood donation in Iran

The average blood donation rate in Iran is 26
per thousand people which places the country
in a good situation among other countries.

According to the World Health Organization,
the median blood donation rate in high-in-
come countries is 315 donations per 1000
people. This compares with 16.4 donations
per 1000 people in upper-middle-income
countries, 6.6 donations per 1000 people in
lower-middle-income countries, and 5.0 do-
nations per 1000 people in low-income coun-
tries.

Of the 118.5 million blood donations col-
lected globally, 40% of these are collected in
high-income countries, home to 16% of the
world’s population.

In low-income countries, up to 54 % of
blood transfusions are given to children under
5 years of age; whereas in high-income coun-
tries, the most frequently transfused patient
group is over 60 years of age, accounting for
up to 76% of all transfusions.

Based on samples of 1000 people, the blood
donation rate is 31.5 donations in high-income
countries, 16.4 donations in upper-middle-in-
come countries, 6.6 donations in lower-mid-
dle-income countries, and 5.0 donations in
low-income countries.

In the past Iranian calendar year, which end-
ed on March 20, some 2.223 million blood do-
nations were registered across the country, an
increase of 9.3 percent compared to the year
before.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

One who imagines himself to be all-knowing will surely suffer on
account of his ignorance.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Dawn: 3217(t0morrow)

Sunrise: 5:00 (tomorrow)

Artworks by Iranian artists sell at Millon art

auction

TEHRAN-Millon auction house in Paris held the
auction of Middle East 20th Century Art on July
11, where it presented works of Iranian, Arab and
Turkish artists.

Of the total 106 artworks offered at the auc-
tion, 19 lots were from modern and contempo-
rary Iranian artists, Honaronlie reported.

An untitled painting by Sadegh Tabrizi was the
highest-grossing piece by an Iranian artist and
the second most expensive item at the event,
sold for €30,500.

A painting by Reza Derakhshani and a photo by
Abbas Kiarostami were the next items in the list
of highest-grossing works.

Derakhshani's “Purple Night Hunt” and
Kiarostami’s “A Window Through the Life” were
sold for €26,000 and €19,000 respectively.

The other Iranian artists whose works went
under the hammer include Jafar Rouhbakhsh, Sir-
ak Melkonian, Iran Darroudi, Bahman Mohassess,
Khosrow Hassanzadeh, Nasser Ovissi, Ardeshir
Mohassess, Samira Alikhanzadeh, Farshid Maleki,
Manouchehr Yektai, Ali Asghar Petgar, Shadi Gh-
adirian, Rokni Haerizadeh, and Mahmoud Bakhsi.

Millon’s modern and contemporary Middle
East art auction highlighted more than a century
of pioneering artistic production. The sale also
featured masters from Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt,
and Syria, who have marked modern and abstract
art with their innovative works and bold visions.

Founded in 1925, Millon is an international
auction house. Operating in France, Belgium,
Spain, Italy and Germany, Millom organizes more
than 130 sales per year, gathering all types of fine
art objects from archeology to contemporary art,
in specialized auctions.

The increasing recognition of Middle Eastern
artists within Western artistic circles and insti-
tutions inspired Millon to showcase established
and emerging talents from Arab, Iranian, and
Turkish backgrounds on the international art
market.

The Middle East Department has made re-
markable progress, not only by orchestrating
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An untitled painting by Sadegh Tabrizi was sold
for €30,500 at the auction on July 11.

successful auctions but also by organizing a
multitude of artistic events that have effective-
ly raised awareness among the general public.
This achievement stems from harmonious col-
laboration among artists, galleries, collectors,
institutions, and notably, the estates of artists
originating from the Middle East and North Af-
rica throughout Europe and the rest of the world.

Despite its formal establishment, Millon has
actively fostered and contributed to the develop-
ment of the Arab and Iranian art markets since
2012. This commitment reached its peak with the
inaugural sale in Dubai at the Ritz-Carlton, a tra-
dition continued since July 2023 in Beirut.

Increasingly, prominent names from the Mid-
dle East are asserting themselves on the inter-
national stage, and Millon is proud to represent
them through its dedicated Middle-East sales.

Millon collaborates with galleries and collec-
tors primarily based in the MENA region (Middle
East and North Africa) but also in Europe and the
rest of the world.

Since its inception, the department has
achieved record-breaking prices for innovative
artists such as Mansour Ghandriz, Mohsen Va-
ziri-Moghadam, Behjat Sadr, and Manoucher
Yektai from Iran as well as artists from other
countries including Chafic Abboud, Georges Han-
na Sabbagh, Adam Henien, Alfred Basbous, Fat-
ma Baya, Mahjoub Ben Bella, Paul Guiragossian,
Fateh Moudarres, and many others.

Cartoon of Day

Killing and Destruction Machine
Cartoonist: Ahmad Rahma from Turkey

Tazieh performance goes on

TEHRAN- For the first time, a
tazieh performance on the mar-
tyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS)
was held in Budapest, the capital
of Hungary, coinciding with the
month of Muharram and mourn-
ing ceremonies for the martyr-
dom of Imam Hussein (AS).

The event was organized by
the Iranian Embassy in Budapest
and was held by the Imam-e Rauf
group at two locations, a church
in the city center and the Iranian
Embassy itself last week, Mehr
reported on Saturday.

The performances were at-
tended by a large number of
Hungary-based Iranians, as well
as Muslims from countries such
as lIraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
India, Bangladesh, and Hungari-
ans interested in Iranian culture
and art, the report added.

The performances were pro-
duced by Amir Mohammad
Davoodipour and directed by
Hassan Basiri, and featured art-
ists such as Seyyed Ali Sadat
Razavi, Majid Khosravan, Mehdi
Sayyadi, Seyyed Mortaza Mires-
maeili, Mohammad Reza Qorban
Asgari, Navid Asjodi and Amir
Soleimani Mogaddam.

The event was a significant
milestone in the history of ta-
zieh performances in Europe, as
it was held for the first time at a
Christian church in Budapest. The
event received widespread at-
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tention and admiration from the
audience, who praised the beau-
ty and richness of Iranian culture.

The presence of some Hungar-
ian culturaland artistic figures at
the event was also notable, indi-
cating their appreciation for this
rich Iranian tradition. The event
was a testament to the universal
message of peace and friendship
that Imam Hussein (AS) and the
Ashura uprising convey to all hu-
manity across cultures and reli-
gions.

The Iranian passion play tazieh

was registered on the UNESCO
List of the Intangible Cultural

in Hunga

Heritage of Humanity in Novem-
ber 2010.

Tazieh represents religious
events, historical and mythical
stories and folk tales. Each per-
formance has the four compo-
nents of poetry, music, song and
motion.

However, stories about the
uprising of Imam Hussein (AS)
and his companions against the
oppressive Umayyad dynasty in
680 CE are more highly regarded
by tazieh troupes and audiences.

Performers are always male,

and female roles are played by
men, most of whom are am-

ry

ateurs who gain their living
through other means but per-
form for spiritual rewards.

It is a kind of drama that de-
picts the event of Ashura and is
performed in Mahur, Chargah,
and Shur Baghdad radifs of Ira-
nian music.

It is based on the Ashura cul-
ture and the brave war and mar-
tyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS).
It is a religious play dated back
to 9th-century dynamites and
Buyids. However, Tazieh perfor-
mance began during the Safavid
era (1501-1736) and flourished
during the Qajar era.

Paris to host Iranian photographers’ works on water

TEHRAN-The winning photos of the pho-
tography competition “Water in Iran” will be
displayed at two exhibitions in Paris in Sep-
tember and October.

A total of 205 photographers living in Iran
competed in the contest, which was centered
around the theme of water, ISNA reported.

The contest is part of the international
conference in Paris via videoconference with
Iran (September 2024-March 2025) on the
theme “Crossed perspectives on water cul-
tures, France-Iran”.

Organized by the Franco-Iranian Center in
Paris, Ithaque Chambre Noire in Paris, and the
Iranian National Photographer’s Society, the
contest seeks to combine documentary pho-
tography with experimental photography to
highlight the water situation in Iran through
a collective exhibition.

Romin Mohtasham, Iranian photographer
based in Urmia, has been recognized as the
winner of this photography competition by
jury, consisting of Iranian and French jurors.

His photo will be showcased along with 40
other works at Ithaque Chambre Noire and
the Academy of Overseas Sciences, both in

Paris.

The 40 photos have been selected by Alex-
andre Arminjon, the founder and manager of
Ithague Chambre Noire, a shared darkroom
and exhibition venue, from 23 photographers
who participated in the competition.

Ithague Chambre Noire will host the photos
from September 12 to October 3. The next ex-
hibition will be held at the Academy of Over-
seas Sciences from October 7 to 18.

The selected artists whose works will be
on display include Bahador Bahadoran, Dorsa
Basij, Elaheh Ashrafi, Erfan Samanfar, Ghol-
amreza Yazdani, Mina Noshahr, Mohammad
Ahangar, Shahin Esfandiari, Davoud lzad-
panah, and Majid Hojjati among others.

The Franco-Iranian Center is a French as-
sociation created in 2016 and based in Paris.
It aims to deepen and develop Franco-Iranian
relations in all areas (institutional, economic
and commercial, cultural and artistic, sport-
ing, academic, etc.) and to work to strengthen
the bonds of friendship between the French
and Iranian peoples and the two countries.

All these areas represent the pillars of the
eternal bridge linking France and Iran, and it

is essential to strengthen these links through
associative activity.

The Franco-Iranian Center organizes a
wide-ranging program of conferences,
speeches, and meetings in partnership with
other organizations and partners. In 2023,
this non-political association was considered
to be the most active in Franco-Iranian rela-
tions, receiving extensive media coverage.

Founded in 2020, Ithaque has a strong
connection to Iran. Arminjon has visited the
country three times between 2017 and 2022,
and his artistic credentials include being a
finalist for the Prix du Tirage in 2021 and
the youngest nominee for the Prix Niépce in
2018. His works are also part of the collection
of the French National Library, and his Irani-
an portraits were recently exhibited at the
French National Assembly.

The photography competition focused on
various aspects of water, including fresh-
water and saltwater, terrestrial and oceanic
environments, human activities related to
water,and technologicaladvancementsin dif-
ferent regions of Iran.

U.S. film festival picks Iran’s “Loteria”

TEHRAN- Iranian director Ali

Based on a true story, the film

the San Antonio Film Festival (SA-

an eclectic array of new and original

Atshani's movie “Loteria” will go
on screen at the 30th edition of
San Antonio Film Festival-SAFILM,
which will be held in the US. city
form July 30 to August 4.

The 2023 production is the sto-
ry of a man’s multiple attempts to
cross over the border illegally from
Mexico to the United States in pur-
suit of a better life.

is about the time when due to the
travel ban imposed on Iran in 2017,
immigrants were forced to cross
the border illegally into the U.S.

The cast includes Amir Hos-
sein Mousavi, Hamed Tavasoli, and
Hooman Sepantamehr among oth-
ers.

For a few select days each year,

FILM) transforms into a vibrant hub
of creativity, where filmmakers can
connect, collaborate, and propel
their careers forward. This inclusive
platform welcomes cinema artists
from far and wide, offering a unique
opportunity to showcase their work
and connect with industry profes-
sionals.

SAFILM’s diverse lineup features

films from around the world, curat-
ed to delight, inspire, and educate
audiences. As a premier showcase
for cinematic talent, the festival
provides a competitive and ener-
gizing environment where aspiring
and seasoned filmmakers can share
their stories, gain exposure, and re-
ceive valuable feedback from indus-
try experts.

“l Know Something You Don’t Know” at Iranian

TEHRAN- “l Know Something You Don’t
Know” written by German author Brigitte
Raab and illustrated by Manuela Olten has
recently been published in Persian.

Translated by Gita Rasouli, the book has
been published by Elmi Farhangi Publications
in Tehran.

The book “I Know Something You Don’t
Know” is afun and interactive book that pres-
ents a series of fun facts and claims made by
kids, along with the challenge for readers to
determine whether they are true or false. The
book features a series of statements, such
as “My mom saw a bird flying faster than
our car!” “When | blow on a dandelion, some
of the seeds fly more than a mile!”, and “The
ants in our garden are stronger than weight-

bookstores

lifters!”, which kids can evaluate and decide
whether they are true or false.

Through this engaging and educational
format, the book encourages children to think
critically and develop their problem-solving
skills as they analyze each claim and gather
evidence to support or refute it. The book is
designed to be a fun and interactive learn-
ing experience, making science and critical
thinking accessible and enjoyable for young
readers. With its entertaining text and color-
fulillustrations, “l Know Something You Don’t
Know” is the perfect tool for parents, teach-
ers, and caregivers to help kids develop their
critical thinking skills and love of learning.

Brigitte Raab was born in Thierbach, Ger-
many in 1966, where she pursued her passion

for nutritional science. After completing her
studies, she went on to train and now excels
as an editor and author of captivating picture
books. Her work has been recognized by the
prestigious Stiftung Buchkunst (Book Art
Foundation) and the German Academy for
Children’s and Youth Literature, a testament
to her exceptional storytelling abilities.

Manuela Olten, born in 1970, is a talented
photographer and designer with a special fo-
cus on illustration. She honed her skills at the
University College of Design in Offenbach am
Main, where she majored in children’s book
illustration. Her remarkable work has earned
her acclaim from the esteemed Oldenburger
Children’s and Youth Book Prize, solidifying
her reputation as a master of her craft.
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