
Parliamentary 
committee holds first 
supervisory session 
with ministry officials

TEHRAN- The first supervisory session of 
the National Security Committee of the Par-
liament was held on Thursday with the par-
ticipation of deputy speaker of Parliament 
for laws and representatives from the min-
istries of Intelligence and Defense.

The meeting took place in the shrine city 
of Mashhad. 

As reported by Tasnim News, Ebrahim Azi-
zi, head of the National Security and Foreign 
Policy Committee, chaired the session. Its 
purpose was to establish policies, strategies, 
and a cohesive plan for the National Securi-
ty Committee, ensuring better coordination 
among the members of the Parliament.

Azizi emphasized aligning actions with 
parliamentary plans and laws, considering 
national, regional, and international condi-
tions. He stressed the necessity of a struc-
tured framework for the Committee, which 
requires coordination with the ministries of 
Intelligence and Defense.

The Committee’s head also highlighted the 
significance of planning to define the frame-
work of the National Security Committee in 
light of the formation of the fourteenth gov-
ernment.  Page 3

Tehran pledges 
legal efforts to 
bring perpetrators 
of Gen. Soleimani’s 
assassination to justice

TEHRAN – Iran’s acting Foreign Minister, 
Ali Baqeri Kani, announced that the country 
will utilize all available domestic and inter-
national legal avenues to ensure those re-
sponsible for the assassination of its top 
anti-terror commander, Lieutenant General 
Qassem Soleimani, are brought to justice. 

Speaking to CNN’s Fareed Zakaria on 
Wednesday in New York, where he attended 
two United Nations Security Council meet-
ings, Baqeri Kani emphasized Iran’s commit-
ment to pursuing legal justice. “We will spare 
no legal efforts to ensure that justice is 
served in this case,” he stated, adding, “This 
is our right.”

Lieutenant General Soleimani, commander 
of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC), and Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, deputy commander of Iraq’s Popular 
Mobilization Units (PMU), were killed in a U.S. 
drone strike near Baghdad International Air-
port on January 3, 2020. The strike, author-
ized by then-President Donald Trump, tar-
geted the commanders who were celebrated 
across West Asia for their roles in combating 
the Daesh (ISIS) terrorist group, particularly 
in Iraq and Syria.  Page 2

Itinerary to cheerful China

By Seyed Abbas Aghaei Niaraki

XINING- In the second week of July, a team 
of seven journalists from various esteemed 
Iranian media visited Xining city in Qinghai 
province, China. 

Our journey began with minimal 
information available online about Xining. 
None of us had prior knowledge about 
the city, and based on what we had 
heard, we expected to encounter a small, 
underdeveloped town. However, as our plane 
descended towards Xining, the tall buildings 
came into view, quickly dispelling our 
misconceptions.

Xining, with a population of approximately 2 
million, is more populous than many European 
capitals. The city’s attractions and those of 
Qinghai province include a diverse population, 
high altitude, consistently cool climate, the 
source of three major rivers, and abundant hydro, 
wind, and solar energy resources.  Page 6

Global cyber outage 
disrupts media, grounds 
flights

A widespread Microsoft outage 
linked to cybersecurity firm 
Crowdstrike disrupted flights, banks, 
media outlets and companies around 
the world on Friday and highlighted 
dependence on software from a handful of 
providers.

The website DownDectector, which 
tracks user-reported internet outages, 
recorded growing outages in services at 
Visa, ADT security and Amazon, and major 
U.S. carriers including Delta and United.

CrowdStrike CEO George Kurtz posted 
on social media platform X that the 
company “is actively working with 
customers impacted by a defect found 
in a single content update for Windows 
hosts.”  Page 7
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By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN- Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah resistance movement has 
unleashed a barrage of missiles 
and artillery fire at Israeli mili-
tary sites in response to the re-
gime’s attacks against the Medi-
terranean country.  

Hezbollah said it hit the Abirim 
settlement in northern Israel 
“for the first time” with Katyusha 
rockets.

The resistance movement not-
ed that the rocket fire was “in 
response to the Israeli enemy 
attacks that targeted civilians 
in the villages of Safad El Bat-
tikh, Majdal Selm, and Chaqra” in 
southern Lebanon.

Hezbollah also targeted Isra-

el’s Ruwaisat Al-Alam military 
site in the occupied Lebanese 
hills of Kafr Shuba “with a heavy 
barrage of missiles”. The Leba-
nese group said a self-manufac-
tured missile was used in the op-
eration “which led to a direct hit 
on the site, destroying part of it, 
and setting it on fire”.

The Lebanese Resistance Bri-
gades, which is affiliated to Hez-
bollah, also attacked the Rahib 
military site in northern Israel 
with rockets and artillery, ac-
cording to Hezbollah. 

Israel and Hezbollah have been 
exchanging fire since the regime 
of Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu launched war on Gaza 

more than nine months ago. 

The Lebanese resistance 
movement has reiterated that it 
won’t stop attacks against Israel 
unless it ends the genocidal war 
on Gaza which has claimed the 
lives of nearly 39,000 Palestini-
ans since October 7.

Israel has repeatedly threat-
ened to launch a full-blown war 
against Lebanon if Hezbollah 
does not halt its attacks. 

Hezbollah warnings 

Hezbollah has time and again 
warned Israel against the con-
sequences of going to direct war 
with Lebanon. 

Hezbollah Secretary-General 

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah issued 
the latest warning on Wednes-
day. 

“If your tanks enter Lebanon 
and its southern regions, you 
won’t have to worry about a 
shortage of tanks—there will be 
no tanks left. Our front in Leba-
non will remain active as long as 
the aggression against Gaza, its 
people, and their resistance con-
tinues in all its forms,” he said. 

Power of resistance 

Hezbollah has said the re-
sistance movement does not 
want war with Israel but is ready 
should it come.

Israel declared war on Leba-

non in 2000 and 2006. In both 
conflicts, the Israeli army was 
met with strong resistance from 
Hezbollah and had to retreat. 

In mid-August 2021, an Israeli 
inquiry acknowledged the re-
gime’s failure to achieve its goal 
in the 2006 war, describing the 
conflict as “unsuccessful” and a 
“missed opportunity”.

“Israel initiated a long war, 
which ended without its clear 
military victory,” the inquiry said. 

Nasrallah said in June this year 
that the number of Hezbollah op-
eratives who are ready to join the 
war has exceeded 100,000.

Hezbollah expands its range of targets in 
response to Israel’s aggression on Lebanon 

Military adventurism spells doom for Netanyahu

‘EAEU to consider Iran’s 
observer status in next 
meeting’

TEHRAN - The minister in charge of trade of 
the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) has 
said the commission is going to consider Iran’s 
observer status during the next meeting of 
the union which is due to be held in Armenian 
capital Yerevan in late September.

In a phone call with Kazem Jalali, Iran’s 
ambassador in Moscow, Andrey Slepnev said: 
“In this meeting, several programs have been 
prepared to introduce Iran’s economic and 
commercial capacities to the member states 
of the Eurasian Union.”

Slepnev expressed hope that the Islamic 
Republic’s cooperation with the Eurasian 
Union will continue at a faster pace.

Jalali also called the Eurasian Union a 
great opportunity for the region and stated 
that Iran’s relations with this union will 
continue and be strengthened under the new 
government administration as well.  Page 4
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Ansarullah a Thorn 
in the Side of Israel

Israeli soldiers are seen where a drone exploded in Tel Aviv on July 19, 2024.

Yemeni resistance launches unprecedented drone strike on Tel Aviv
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TEHRAN- Iranian Ambassador to 
Russia Kazem Jalali has met with 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mikhail Galuzin to discuss issues 
related to the situation in the South 
Caucasus region. 

As reported by ISNA, Jalali 
engaged in talks with Mikhail 
Galuzin over bilateral cooperation 

and regional issues. 

The Russian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced that Galuzin 
and Jalali discussed issues related 
to the South Caucasus region. 
They expressed mutual interest 
in continuing coordination within 
the framework of the 3+3 Regional 
Consultation Program.

In conclusion, both parties 
described the ongoing collective 
efforts to enhance regional 
stability and security as beneficial, 
emphasizing the need for the 
involvement and collaboration 
of regional countries in resolving 
existing issues. 

The 3+3 Regional Consultation 

Program, held in Tehran in October 
2023, with the participation of the 
foreign ministers of Iran, Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Russia, 
aimed to address border issues in 
the South Caucasus region without 
the interference of non-regional 
and Western countries.

TEHRAN- The president of Guinea Conakry and 
Hungary’s president extended congratulations 
to Masoud Pezeshkian on his election as the 
president of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

General Mamadi Doumbouya, president 
of Guinea Conakry, conveyed warm wishes 
in a written message, expressing heartfelt 
congratulations from the people of Guinea 
and its government. He also expressed sincere 
wishes for Pezeshkian’s health and success in 

his new role as the head of the executive branch 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Masoud Pezeshkian was elected as the ninth 
president of Iran in the second round of the 
presidential elections with the majority of votes 
on July 5th.

Hungary’s President Tamás Sulyok has 
congratulated Iranian President-elect Masoud 
Pezeshkian on his election victory.

Sílók stated, “The President-elect of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, allow me to express my 
best wishes for your election as the president of 
Iran. I attach great importance to the centuries-
longstanding commercial and cultural 
cooperation between Iran and Hungary.”

Sílók also urged for the advancement of the 
two countries’ relations and wished for the 
success of the president of Iran.

TEHRAN- A member of the 
presiding board of the Islamic 
Consultative Assembly has 
announced that the members 
of the Parliament will meet the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 

on Sunday 21st July.
Mojtaba Yousefi, emphasized, 

“This meeting follows the usual 
practice and marks the beginning 
of the Twelfth Parliament, 
following the election of the 

legislative branch’s presiding 
board in the first session. 

The Parliament members 
will commence their work with 
the Leader’s permission.”

The Twelfth Parliament 

commenced its work after the 

second round of member elections 

on May 10, and its presiding board 

was appointed on May 28.

TEHRAN – Iran’s Navy hosts the Joint 
Caspian Sea Search and Rescue Exercise, 
“CASAREX24,” from July 19 to July 21. 

This significant maritime event, organized 
by the Northern Fleet of Iran Navy, will see the 
participation of all five littoral states of the 
Caspian Sea.

The exercise aims to enhance regional 
cooperation and improve the readiness of 

participating nations in conducting search 
and rescue operations. The participating 
countries include Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan, each bringing 
their unique capabilities to the table.

The motto for this year’s exercise is 
“Together for a Safe and Secure Caspian 
Sea,” reflecting the shared commitment of 
these nations to ensure maritime safety and 

security in the region.
The joint exercise will feature a series of 

drills designed to simulate real-life maritime 
emergencies, including rescue operations, 
medical evacuations, and firefighting at sea. 

These drills will help improve coordination 
and communication among the naval forces of 
the participating countries, ensuring they are 
better prepared to handle emergencies.

TEHRAN – The spokesperson for the National 
Security and Foreign Policy Committee of 
Iranian parliament has emphasized that Iran’s 
approach to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) adheres to the safeguards and 
regulations outlined in the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

This statement came from the head of the 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI), 
Mohammad Eslami.

Ebrahim Rezaei discussed the second day 
of the committee members’ visit to Mashhad, 
during which they held several meetings.

 In one of these sessions, Mohammad Eslami 
provided a comprehensive report on the AEOI’s 
activities and its initiatives aimed at enhancing 
the nuclear industry’s contributions to Iran’s 
development.

Rezaei highlighted Eslami’s explanation 
regarding the initial steps taken by the AEOI, 
noting, “The head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization explained that the first step 
was to draft a strategic document for atomic 
energy. This document laid the groundwork 
for the organization’s progress. Following this, 
essential institution-building and capacity-
building measures were implemented.”

Further elaborating, Rezaei stated, “Eslami 
discussed the Strategic Action Plan to Lift 
Sanctions, which was passed by the 11th 
Parliament. 

He said this legislation empowered the AEOI to 
advance with greater momentum. Additionally, 
Eslami provided a report on the exploration of 
new mines to secure the necessary nuclear fuel 

for the country, highlighting the activation of 
new mining sites.”

Addressing the domestic production of 
nuclear fuel, Rezaei cited Eslami’s comments on 
the Bushehr power plant, “According to the head 
of the AEOI, the debt issue of the Bushehr power 
plant has been resolved, and its maintenance is 
now entirely managed domestically.”

Emphasizing Iran’s framework for 
cooperation with the IAEA, Rezaei reiterated 
Eslami’s statement, “Eslami stated that the 
Islamic Republic’s dealings with the IAEA are 
strictly within the parameters of the Safeguards 
and NPT agreements. Moreover, several issues 
with the Agency have been resolved.”

Rezaei also mentioned Eslami’s insights on 
the cultural aspects of Iran’s nuclear industry, 
saying, “Eslami discussed the production of 
high-quality artistic works related to the nuclear 
industry, the security of nuclear facilities, and 
future nuclear policies. 

He emphasized that the AEOI is planning to 
move towards generating 20,000 megawatts of 
nuclear electricity.”

In a note, Kayhan addressed the claim of 
a Western-oriented website. It wrote: The 
Western-oriented website Asr-e-Iran claimed 
that the elections were a referendum on 
the JCPOA. We can say that the big mistake 
of the 12th administration was that they 
underestimated the effects of Trump’s 
withdrawal from the JCPOA. They should 
have prevented Trump from withdrawing 
from the JCPOA so that Iran would not suffer 
much damage. Now there is no doubt that 
with the current trend, especially the failed 
assassination of Trump, he will win the 
next election. In case of Trump’s return, the 
few hopes for the revival of the JCPOA will 
disappear. 

This website believes that now that Trump 
has not entered the White House and is in 
a weak position for the future, informal 
negotiations should be started with him. This 
is a stupid proposal because negotiating with 
an irresponsible person, an insane like Trump, 
lacks the least intellectual and legal validity. 

Iran: Condemning the criminal “Trump” 
through legal ways

In an analysis, the Iran newspaper dealt 
with the denial of the plot to assassinate 
Trump by Iran. The paper said: Following the 
assassination attempt against Trump, the 
American network “CNN” claimed that the 
country’s intelligence officials have discovered 
a possible plan by Iran to kill Trump in recent 
weeks. But White House security sources 
have emphasized that no connection has been 
found between Thomas Matthew Crooks, the 
20-year-old assailant, and Iran’s attempt to 
assassinate Trump. 

In an expected scenario, a number of 
American circles tried to link the false claim of 
the recent attack on Trump to Iran. However, 
the Iranian authorities denied the false claim 
of any connection with the assassination of 
Trump, and they have emphasized that they 
are pursuing the punishment of this American 
official for issuing the order to assassinate 
the Iranian military commander through 
international legal channels. From the 
prospect of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Trump 
is a criminal who should be tried and punished 
in court for ordering the assassination of 
General Soleimani, but Iran has chosen the 
legal path to condemn him.

Jam-e-Jam: Wise communication and far 
from begging

In a commentary, Jam-e-Jam discussed the 
prospect of global interactions with Iranian 
principles. It wrote: Constructive and effective 
interaction with the world based on the 
principles of dignity, wisdom, and expediency 
is even stated in the vision statement of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. On this basis, the 
Leader of the Revolution has emphasized by 
notifying this statement that Iran’s foreign 
relations with other countries can only be 
understood within the framework of these 
three principles. The Islamic Republic should 
not act with other countries in a way that 
ultimately leads to the humiliation of Islamic 
society. Although the Islamic Republic is 
based on honesty in its relationship with the 
West, this honesty is combined with wisdom 
and rationality and not naivety. Another 
fundamental basis of Iran’s relationship with 
the world is expediency. It means behind 
every decision, the expediency of the Islamic 
world and Muslims should be considered, and 
begging diplomacy should be avoided, both in 
words and in content. The Leader explained 
that “expediency” means having flexibility in 
cases necessary to evade hard obstacles and 
continue the path.

Shargh: The Iranophobia project will 
subside soon

In a conversation with Abdolreza Farjirad, a 
senior analyst of geopolitical issues, Shargh 
discussed the Iranophobia project. The paper 
said: The foreign enemies and saboteurs 
always try to take the most advantage of the 
smallest incident and anti-Iranian speculation, 
and therefore, CNN’s not-so-credible claim 
has become an opportunity to accuse Iran of 
assassinating Trump through political and media 
abuse. The purpose of such anti-Iranian waves 
is to influence the policy of Donald Trump vis-a-
vis Tehran, because the possible government of 
the United States, which can be associated with 
the victory of Donald Trump, will implement a 
policy and a radical view towards Tehran. The 
most important issue is that the possible Trump 
administration and the entire political structure 
of the United States of America would no longer 
be deceived by political and media trends 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran and would 
not fall into the trap of Iranophobia.

From page 1   During the 
interview, Zakaria also addressed 
allegations reported by CNN that the 
U.S. had obtained intelligence about 
an Iranian plot to assassinate Trump. 
This claim followed an assassination 
attempt on Trump while he was 
campaigning in Butler, Pennsylvania, 
resulting in an ear injury.

Iran has firmly denied the 
allegations, dismissing them 
as politically motivated. Baqeri 
reiterated Iran’s stance, saying, 
“We have only used and will 
continue to use our own domestic 
legal and judicial frameworks and 
international mechanisms to ensure 
justice regarding those who ordered, 
perpetrated, and advised the 
assassination of General Soleimani.”

‘Israel’s war expansion threats 
invite serious risks’

In addition to his comments on 
the General Soleimani case, Baqeri 
addressed Israel’s repeated threats 
to expand its military actions from 
Gaza to Lebanon. He accused Israel of 
seeking to extend regional tensions 
to compensate for its failures in 
Gaza, including the inability to 
eliminate Resistance movements, 
secure the release of captives, or 
displace Gaza’s population.

Baqeri described these actions as 
a “strategic mistake” that could invite 
serious risks for Tel Aviv. He pointed 
out the emergence of new fronts 
against Israel since the Gaza conflict 
began, with resistance groups from 
Lebanon, Iraq, and Yemen launching 
rockets and missiles at sensitive 
targets in Israel and disrupting 
Israeli maritime activities.

“The crimes committed by the 
Zionists over the past nine months 
have not turned circumstances in 
their favor,” Baqeri said. He warned 
that continuing these actions would 
only activate further resistance 
against Israel, urging an end to the 
war on Gaza as the only viable path 
to reducing risks for Tel Aviv.

‘US not solution but obstacle in 
way of resolving global issues’

Speaking to reporters in New York 
on Thursday, Baqeri Kani highlighted 
U.S. policies in the Iranian nuclear 
negotiations, Palestine, and Zionist 
aggression in Gaza as evidence that 
the U.S. is not part of the solution but 

a significant obstacle.

“Unfortunately, Zionist crimes 
and genocide continue to intensify 
in the region,” Baqeri remarked. He 
also pointed out recent threats of 
potential military aggression by 
Zionist forces against Lebanon.

Addressing the critical and 
sensitive regional conditions, 
Baqeri explained, “The United 
Nations Security Council held a 
session on Palestine, considering 
the significance of the Palestinian 
issue and the threat to Lebanon. 
Recognizing Iran’s crucial role in 
regional developments, we decided 
to participate in this session.”

During the meeting, Iran stressed 
the necessity of compelling the 
Zionist regime to immediately and 
unconditionally halt the genocide and 
crimes in Gaza. Baqeri warned of the 
consequences of Zionist strategic 
errors in attacking Lebanon, stating, 
“The Zionists, killing and injuring an 
average of 20 innocent Palestinians 
every hour, should not be allowed to 
normalize these continuous crimes. 
The international community must 
not remain silent or passive.”

Baqeri noted that other 
participating countries emphasized 
the urgent need to use all capacities 
and tools to force the Zionist regime 
to stop its crimes in Gaza. He also 
held several meetings with officials 
at the UN sessions, fostering 
solidarity and coordinated efforts to 
address these issues.

In addition to the Palestine 
meeting, the UN Security Council also 
held a session on multilateralism. 
Baqeri argued that U.S. unilateralism 
has failed, noting that U.S. policies in 
international matters, including the 
Iranian nuclear negotiations and the 

Palestinian issue, demonstrate that 
the U.S. is a fundamental hindrance 
rather than a mediator.

“The U.S. withdrawal from the 
JCPOA disrupted the process, and 
its support of advanced military 
equipment to Israel has encouraged 
more Zionist crimes in Gaza,” Baqeri 
explained. “The U.S. cannot play 
an impartial mediator role in this 
context.”

Baqeri asserted that unilateralism 
has reached an impasse in 
achieving peace and stability, while 
multilateralism is becoming more 
prominent. With Iran’s membership 
in the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and BRICS becoming 
official, Baqeri said Iran is now 
playing a more significant and 
effective role internationally. Iran 
is leveraging these multilateral 
capacities to collaborate with other 
members of the international 
community to find solutions to 
major global issues and stabilize 
regions in crisis.

He emphasized that Resistance 
in West Asia has become an 
undeniable and stabilizing force, 
particularly evident in the past 
nine months of Zionist aggression 
in Gaza. “Resistance has shown 
it is key to establishing and 
maintaining stability and security 
in the region. The actions taken by 
resistance groups aim to prevent 
the continuation and escalation of 
Zionist crimes,” he stated.

Baqeri reiterated Iran’s stance 
on the necessity of compelling the 
Zionist regime to immediately and 
unconditionally halt the genocide 
and crimes in Gaza, calling for the 
international community to take 
a firm stand against the Zionist 

regime’s actions.
ICRC president urges 

humanitarian aid for Gaza, lauds 
Iran’s support

Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, President 
of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), has voiced 
grave concern over the severe 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza and 
commended Iran for its support to 
the Geneva-based humanitarian 
organization. 

During a meeting on Thursday 
with Baqeri Kani in New York, where 
he attended two United Nations 
Security Council meetings, Egger 
detailed the ICRC’s ongoing efforts to 
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza. She 
pledged to do everything possible to 
ease the suffering of the Palestinian 
people.

Baqeri Kani, in response, praised 
the ICRC’s work in Palestine and 
Gaza, highlighting the alarming 
humanitarian situation faced by 
Palestinians. He criticized politically 
motivated approaches and double 
standards that have hindered efforts 
to resolve the Gaza crisis.

“Regrettably, over 20 individuals 
get killed and injured in Gaza every 
hour. This is a humanitarian tragedy. 
The international community must 
act quickly to stop the Zionist regime 
and hold it accountable,” he stated.

Israel’s conflict in Gaza, which 
began on October 7 following a 
surprise retaliatory operation by 
Palestinian Resistance groups, has 
resulted in a near-total blockade of 
the territory, severely restricting the 
flow of food, medicine, electricity, 
and water. Since the conflict started, 
nearly 39,000 Gazans, most of them 
women, children, and adolescents, 
have been killed.

UN deputy humanitarian chief 
praises Iran’s efforts toward 
Palestine

In a separate meeting, UN 
Assistant Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs Joyce Masoya 
commended Iran’s constructive role 
in humanitarian issues and stressed 
the need for enhanced cooperation. 

Masoya called for increased 
efforts to end the Gaza war and 
address the dire situation in the 
region.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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TEHRAN – On Friday, Nasser 
Kanaani, spokesperson for 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry, sharply 
criticized a recent resolution 
passed by the Israeli parliament 
(Knesset) that rejects the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

Using the social media 
platform X (formerly known as 
Twitter), Kanaani condemned 
the resolution as a clear 
demonstration of what he 
termed the “racist” nature of the 
Israeli regime.

“The Knesset’s resolution once 
again showed the world the racist 
nature of the Zionists’ usurping 
regime,” Kanaani asserted.

 He described the Israeli 
government as an “apartheid 
regime,” arguing that it poses a 
threat not only to the Palestinian 
people but also to global peace 
and security.

Kanaani emphasized the 
Palestinian nation’s right 
to resist and reclaim their 
rights amidst the inaction of 
the international community, 
particularly criticizing the United 
Nations for its failure to secure 
Palestinian rights and enforce 
international resolutions against 
Israel.

This strong rebuke from Tehran 
followed the Knesset’s decisive 
vote on Wednesday, which saw 
a 68-9 majority passing the 
resolution that formally opposes 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state west of the Jordan River. 

The resolution, introduced 
by the right-wing opposition 
party New Hope, contends 
that the establishment of a 
Palestinian state would pose 
an “existential danger” to Israel 
and exacerbate the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, thereby 
destabilizing the region.

Gideon Sa’ar, chairman of New 
Hope, stated that the resolution 
was meant to signal to the 
international community that 
efforts to impose a Palestinian 
state on Israel are futile. 

This vote came just ahead of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s scheduled visit to 
the United States, where he is 
set to address a joint session 
of Congress and meet with 
President Joe Biden, a known 
proponent of a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

According to The Jerusalem 
Post, the resolution is seen 
as an attempt to exert 
pressure on Netanyahu, who 
is anticipated to face opposing 
pressures from U.S. officials on 
potential discussions regarding 
Palestinian sovereignty.

 The U.S. has been involved in 
efforts to broker a deal between 

Israel and Hamas that could 
potentially end ongoing violence 
in the Gaza Strip.

The resolution has sparked 
condemnation from Palestinian 
leaders. Mustafa Barghouti, 
Secretary-General of the 
Palestinian National Initiative, 
criticized the move, calling it a 
rejection of peace efforts and an 
official declaration of the failure 
of the Oslo Accords. 

Signed in 1993, the Oslo 
Accords were intended to pave 
the way for a viable and sovereign 
Palestinian state.

Despite the Knesset’s stance, 
several countries, including 
Spain, Ireland, Norway, Slovenia, 
and Armenia, have officially 
recognized a Palestinian state, 
joining over 140 UN member 
states that have extended such 
recognition over the past four 
decades.

TEHRAN – A tragic terrorist attack in 
Saravan, located in Iran’s southeastern 
province of Sistan and Baluchestan, has 
resulted in the death of a police officer. 

The attack occurred late Thursday night, 
targeting a police patrol unit.

According to a statement from the Sistan 
and Baluchestan Police’s information center, 
armed assailants in a Peugeot Pars vehicle 
launched a sudden and violent assault on the 
patrol unit. 

The attack left two officers injured, who 
were subsequently transported to nearby 
medical facilities. 

Despite the efforts of medical staff, one 

of the injured officers, Captain Ali Motahari, 
succumbed to his injuries and was declared 
a martyr.

Following the attack, police forces 
engaged in a pursuit of the militants, 
initiating a search operation to apprehend 
the perpetrators. 

The police emphasized that precautionary 
measures are being taken to ensure the 
safety of civilians during the ongoing 
operation.

This incident is part of a series of violent 
attacks in the region. On April 9, five Iranian 
police officers were killed in an assault by 
the terrorist group Jaish al-Adl in Sistan and 
Baluchestan. Jaish al-Adl has a notorious 
history of conducting terror attacks against 
Iran.

In a significant counter-terrorism 
operation on January 16, Iranian forces 
precisely targeted and obliterated two major 
strongholds of Jaish al-Adl in Pakistan’s 
southwestern province of Balochistan.

 The strikes, involving missiles and combat 
drones, successfully demolished the bases in 
the Koh-e-Sabz area, known as a key bastion 

for Jaish al-Adl terrorists.

This military action followed a deadly 
attack on December 15 of the previous year, 
where Jaish al-Adl claimed responsibility 
for an assault on the police headquarters 
in Rask County. During that attack, 11 police 
personnel, including officers and conscripts, 
were killed.

 Deputy provincial governor for 
security and political affairs, Alireza 
Marhamati, reported that six additional 
police officers were injured during the 
confrontation.

 In the ensuing clashes, two terrorists were 
killed, one was injured and captured, while 
the rest managed to escape.

The region, which borders Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, has been a hotspot for such 
violent incidents, highlighting the ongoing 
security challenges faced by Iranian forces 
in maintaining stability and combating 
terrorism.

 The Iranian government continues to 
pursue stringent measures to thwart 
terrorist activities and protect its citizens 
from such heinous acts.

     From Page 1    He mentioned 
the presence of Mohammad 
Eslami, the head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran, in the 
session and added, “The head of 
the Atomic Energy Organization 

presented a detailed report on 
the organization’s performance 
over the past three years in 
today’s meeting.

 Also, The Strategic Action 
law for removal of sanctions, 

approved by the Parliament 
in 2020, contributed to the 
Atomic Energy Organization’s 
stronger momentum against U.S. 
maximum pressure.”

Concluding the session, 

Committee members discussed 
the internal regulations of 
the National Security and 
Foreign Policy Committee of 
the Parliament and proposed 
amendments to its laws.

TEHRAN – The Iranian envoy to 
Armenia spoke on the territorial 
disputes between Yerevan 
and Baku, saying Iran respects 
international law and opposes 
any unlawful geopolitical 
changes in the region. 

During an interview with 
Iranian media, Mehdi Sobhani 
emphasized Iran’s support for 
the territorial integrity of both 
Azerbaijan and Armenia, adding 
that his country would firmly 
stand against any changes in 
international borders. 

“Our position regarding the 
Nagorno-Karabakh issue is 
crystal clear. We support the 
territorial integrity of both 
Azerbaijan and Armenia and 
are against any changes in 
international borders or any 
geopolitical shifts in the region. 
Security and stability in the 
region are in Iran’s favor,” the 
ambassador expressed. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh region, 
a territory officially part of 
Azerbaijan but predominantly 
populated by Armenians, has 
been a source of conflict between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia for over 
three decades. 

In 2020, a war erupted, 
resulting in Azerbaijan regaining 
control of a significant portion 
of the region. On September 20, 
2023, Azerbaijan claimed full 
control of Nagorno-Karabakh 
after local Armenian forces 
surrendered.

Shortly after the last major 
Azeri offensive against 
Armenian forces last year, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey proposed 
the establishment of the 
“Zangezur Corridor,” a land 
route connecting Nakhchivan 
(an Azerbaijani exclave) to 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

This corridor would traverse 
the Armenian province of Syunik, 

effectively severing Armenia’s 
land connection with Iran. 

Both Armenia and Iran have 
strongly condemned this 
proposal.

The realization of the Zangezur 
Corridor would require a new 
Azerbaijani military offensive 
against Armenia’s internationally 
recognized southern borders, 
potentially escalating tensions 
further and raising concerns 
about regional stability.

Elsewhere in his remarks, 
Sobhani noted the strategic 
significant of southern Armenia 
for Tehran. “Southern Armenia is 
a strategic area whose security 
is intertwined with our country. 

The main route for Iranian 
trucks passes through southern 
Armenia.” 

He said, adding, “Iran’s 
relations with Armenia hold 
significant importance due to 
the countries’ geographical and 
strategic positions. 

As one of Iran’s neighbors, 
Armenia plays a crucial role in 
enhancing regional security and 
stability. 

The secure and stable border 
shared by Iran and Armenia 
has contributed to bilateral 
cooperation in various fields, 
including economic, energy, and 
educational sectors.”

Moreover, Iran has been 
actively engaged in regional 
diplomacy to address the 
Nagorno-Karabakh issue, the 
envoy mentioned, pointing to 
the country’s proposal of the 
3+3 format, which aims to foster 
dialogue and cooperation among 
regional countries.

 “Iran proposed the 3+3 
framework, and holding the first 
session of this platform was one 
of the achievements of the late 
Ebrahim Raisi’s administration,” 
he stated.

Bam Khatoon learn 
fate at AFC Women’s 
Champions League
TEHRAN - Iranian club Bam Khatoon were 

drawn alongside Kitchee SC from Hong Kong, and 
Bhutan’s Royal Thimphu College in Group B of the 
preliminary stage of the 2024/25 AFC Women’s 
Champions League.

The Iranian team will travel to Bhutan to 
play in the preliminary stage, which will be 
held in a centralized league format from 
August 25 to 31.

Thirteen sides will contest the preliminary 
stage, which features four groups – one group of 
four teams and three groups of three. 

The four group winners will qualify for the 12-
team group stage, joining the other eight clubs 
that have qualified directly.

The group stage comprises three groups of four 
teams and will also be contested in a centralized 
league format from October 6 to 12.

Clubs were seeded and placed in pots 
for the draw according to their respective 
member association rankings, based on the 
FIFA women’s world ranking (as of March 15, 
2024).

The top two finishers of each group and the 
two best third-placed sides will progress to the 
quarterfinals, to be played on March 22 and 23, 
2025.

A knockout stage draw will be conducted 
prior to the quarterfinals to determine the four 
pairings, which will be contested in a single-leg 
format, with the higher-ranked team of each tie to 
serve as the home side.

This will be followed by a centralized finals, 
which will see the semi-finals and final – all 
single-leg ties – being played out from May 21 to 
24, 2025, to determine the first ever champions of 
the tournament. 

Preliminary Stage

Group A: Myawady Women Football Club (MYA), 
Young Elephants FC (LAO), Abu Dhabi Country Club 
(UAE), Al Nassr Club (KSA (H)

Group B: Odisha Football Club (IND), Lion City 
Sailors FC (SGP), Etihad Club (JOR (H)

Group C: PFC Nasaf (UZB), Sabah FA (MAS (H), 
APF Football Club (NEP)

Group D: Bam Khatoon FC (IRN), Kitchee SC 
(HKG), Royal Thimphu College FC (BHU (H)

Chess promotes 
peace, sustainable 
development
TEHRAN –Observed annually on July 20, World 

Chess Day highlights chess as an intellectual 
global game that promotes peace, sustainable 
development, and education.

It marks the date of the establishment of the 
International Chess Federation (FIDE) in Paris in 
1924.

The United Nations recognizes that sports, 
the arts, and physical activity have the power to 
change perceptions, prejudices, and behaviors, 
as well as to inspire people, break down racial 
and political barriers, combat discrimination, 
and defuse conflict, and therefore contribute to 
promoting education, sustainable development, 
peace, cooperation, solidarity, social inclusion, 
and health at the local, regional and international 
levels.

Chess is one of the most ancient, intellectual, 
and cultural games, with a combination of sport, 
scientific thinking, and elements of art.

Chess also offers important opportunities 
in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals, including strengthening 
education, realizing gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls, and fostering 
inclusion, tolerance, mutual understanding, and 
respect.

It aims to improve friendly harmony among all 
peoples of the world and provide an important 
platform to foster, dialogue, solidarity, and a 
culture of peace.

As an affordable and inclusive activity, it can be 
exercised anywhere and played by all, across the 
barriers of language, age, gender, physical ability, 
or social status.

Persepolis complete 
signing of Ali Alipour 
TEHRAN –Persepolis football club completed 

the signing of Gil Vicente striker Ali Alipour on 
Thursday.

The 28-year-old forward has penned a two-
year deal with Persepolis. 

He joined Portuguese team Marítimo in 2020 
from Persepolis and then was transferred to Gil 
Vicente after two years.

Alipour had been also linked with a move to 
Persepolis’ archrival Esteghlal.

He played for Persepolis from 2015 to 2020 and 
scored 56 goals in 153 matches.

Persepolis have also completed the signing of 
Sepahan midfielder Farshad Ahmadzadeh.

Gustavo Vagenin 
joins Gol Gohar
TEHRAN – Brazilian winger Gustavo di Mauro 

Vagenin joined Iranian football club Gol Gohar. 
The 32-year-old player was a member of 

Tractor football team in the last two seasons and 
scored five goals in 35 matches for the Tabriz-
based team.

Vagenin started his playing career in Brazilian 
club Audax São Paulo in 2010 and has also played 
in Italian clubs Novara and Messina.

Sirjan-based Gol Gohar will be headed by Mehdi 
Tartar in the 2024-25 Iran Professional League 
(IPL).

Iran U20 volleyball 
team beat Indonesia: 
friendly
TEHRAN - Iran U20 volleyball team defeated 

Indonesia in straight sets (25-12, 25-20, 25-17) on 
Friday.The Iranian team prepare for the 2024 Asian 
Boys’ U20 Volleyball Championship. 

Iran will play two more warm-up matches 
ahead of the competition. 

Iran have been pitted against China, Chinese 
Taipei and Qatar in Group B. 

The competition will be held from July 23 to 30 
in Surabaya, Indonesia.

Korean coach Lee  
Do-hee arrives in 
Tehran
TEHRAN – South Korean coach Lee Do-hee 

arrived in Tehran, capital of Iran on Thursday.
She was named as head coach of Iran’s women’s 

volleyball team in early July.
Lee Do-hee, 56, will finalize her deal in Tehran. 
She has worked as head coach in Suwon 

Hyundai E&C Hillstate team.
Slovenian coach Majda Leban Cicic and Italy’s 

Alessandra Campedelli have previously worked as 
head coach in Iran.

The Iran Volleyball Federation is committed to 
raising the level of its women’s national volleyball 
team.  FIVB wants to help accelerate the teams’ 
development via the revolutionary program of 
Volleyball Empowerment.

Paris 2024: Iran’s 
delegation departs
TEHRAN – The second delegation of Iranian 

athletes departed for France on Thursday (July 19) 
to participate in the 33rd Olympic Games, Paris 
2024.The Games will take place from July 26 to 
Aug. 11. A total of 10,500 athletes from around 
the world are expected to compete in 329 events 
across 32 sports.

The second delegation consists of shooting, 
archery, gymnastic, rowing, and table tennis 
teams, with the first group leaving on July 16.

Iran will compete at the forthcoming Paris 2024 
Olympics with 40 athletes.

Iranian male and female sportspersons are 
ready to compete in 13 different sports in Paris.
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IRAN IN FOCUS

Iranian police officer killed in southeastern  
province terrorist attack

Parliamentary committee holds first supervisory  
session with ministry officials

Tehran reiterates firm opposition to 
geopolitical changes in South Caucasus

Tehran criticizes Knesset move as evidence  
of Israel’s ‘racist’ policies



TEHRAN – Iranian Energy Ministry’s 
spokesman for the electricity sector Mosta-
fa Rajabi Mashhadi has said three new pow-
er plant units are going to go on stream by 
the end of the current Iranian calendar year’s 
summer (September 22).

According to Rajabi Mashhadi, the men-
tioned power plant units are under construc-
tion with the latest technologies in the world, 
IRNA reported.

The official put the current year’s peak 
electricity consumption at 77,514 megawatts, 
noting that every year one million new sub-
scribers are added to the country’s power 
grid.

Earlier this month, Rajabi Mashhadi said 
the country’s Energy Ministry plans to con-
struct new power plants with a total capacity 
of 22,000 megawatts (MW) across the coun-
try.

Stating that in the past three years, up 
to three billion dollars have been invested 
annually in the electricity industry, Rajabi 
Mashhadi said: “The construction of 22,000 
megawatts of new power plants, half of 
which will be renewable, has been targeted.”

According to the official, the mentioned 
power plants, including 12,000 MW of re-
newable power plants and 9,000 WM of cycle 

power plants, should be commissioned with-
in the next three years.

Statistics indicate that Iran’s generation of 
electricity during the administration of the 
late President Ebrahim Raisi registered a 13.5 
percent growth, with Iran generating more 
electricity than industrialized countries like 
the UK and Italy.

Recent statistics released in a report on 
“Statistical Review of the Global Energy” 
show that Iran generated 382.9 terawatts/
hour of electricity in 2023, registering a 4.3 
percent hike compared to a year earlier.

Iran had generated more than 367.1 ter-
awatts/hour of electricity in 2022.

The growth of Iran’s generation of electric-
ity in 2023 was nearly twice that of the aver-
age growth of the generation of electricity in 
the world.

The report put the total generation of 
electricity worldwide in 2023 at more than 
29,924 terawatts/hours, which was 2.5 per-
cent higher than a year earlier.

Iran’s generation of electricity in 2023 ex-
ceeded that of industrialized countries like 
the UK, Italy, and Spain as well as Turkey, 
Algeria, Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan and Thai-
land, the report added.

TEHRAN- Iranian Oil Minister 
Javad Oji told the cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday that construc-
tion of the pipeline carrying nat-
ural gas from Russia to Iran was 
an important development mea-
sure and unprecedented in Iran’s 
history.

He said currently, 23 gas pro-
cessing plants produce 850 mil-
lion cubic meters of sweet gas 
per day and in addition to that, 
the gas transfer project will pro-
vide the possibility for gas im-
ports from Russia considerably.

He further noted that Russia 
with the sea bed gas pipeline 
construction technology has ac-
cepted to pay the cost of imple-
mentation of the project.  

“Implementation of this pipe-
line will ensure sustainable do-
mestic gas delivery on the one 
hand and will increase the gas 
export capacity and continuity of 
it on the other hand”, the minis-
ter said.

According to him, the value of 
the gas trade will be 10 to 12 bil-
lion dollars annually.   

According to Oji, signing the 
agreement for transferring Rus-

sian gas to Iran is the master-
piece of the 13th administration’s 
energy diplomacy which can pave 
the way for an economic revolu-
tion and ensure the region’s en-
ergy security through Iran.

The minister told reporters 
that less than one month ago, 
some documents were signed by 
Iran and Russia under which part 
of Russian gas would be trans-
ferred to Iran to be used for con-
sumption, export and ensuring 
the neighboring countries ener-
gy security.

“I can tell you confidently that 
the Russian Gas Transfer to Iran 
Document can pave the way for 
an economic revolution, ensuring 
the energy security of the neigh-
boring countries through Iran,” 
Oji continued.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he 
said that fuel delivery to power 
plants and gas stations is sta-
ble without any problems adding 
as much as 265 million liters of 
liquid fuel is being distribut-
ed across the country each day, 
worth 67 billion dollars annually.

Iran and Russia signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) for the transfer of Rus-
sian gas to Iran in late June.

The MOU is a big step towards 
turning Iran into a regional gas 
hub and fulfilling the promise of 
the late President Ebrahim Raisi 
in this regard.

In the last days of the 13th 
government, the Ministry of Oil 
managed to sign an MOU with 
Russia to make Iran the gas hub 
of the region; an action that is in 
line with the fulfillment of the 
promise of the late president.

According to this report, an-
other MOU was signed in Tehran 
on Thursday between the special 
representative of the Russian 
Federation and Iran’s oil minister 
with the aim of developing and 
strengthening the cooperation 
of the two countries in the field 
of gas, according to which the ex-
port of Russian gas to Iran is to 
be carried out.

In the meantime, Iran’s Acting 
President Mohammad Mokhber 
emphasized that the signing of 
the strategic MOU for the trans-
fer of gas from Russia to Iran is 
very important for the two coun-
tries and the region.

And said that Tehran-Mos-
cow’s firm determination in line 
with the improvement of rela-
tions has an important message 
for the world and the path of 
gas cooperation has begun be-
tween the two countries will lead 
to greater understandings and 
contracts.

During a meeting with Alexey 
Miller, CEO of Gazprom and spe-
cial representative of the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation, 
on Thursday, Mokhber stated 
that the signing of the MOU on 

the export of Russian gas to Iran 
is very important for improving 
the security and economy of the 
region.

He emphasized the need for 
accelerating the completion of 
the north-south corridor and the 
Rasht-Bandar Abbas railway line 
to connect the countries of the 
region to this corridor.

The principal framework for 
gas transfer from Russia to Iran 
has been on the agenda since a 
long time ago and the late pres-
ident insisted on its finalization.

According to Oji, there is the 
potential for changing the MOU 
into a contract in a short time, 
which will be a turning point for 
both countries.

“With this agreement, Iran’s 
share of trade will rise causing 
changes in international balanc-
es. 

This agreement will act as a 
revolution in the energy and in-
dustry scene of the region,” Oji 
said.

This MOU between the hold-
ers of 60 percent of the global 
gas reserves, as clean energy, 
has been signed based on mutu-
al interests in the international 
frameworks and will soon enter 
the contract and implementation 
stage, the minister added.

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’s Power Genera-
tion, Distribution, and Transmission Company 
(known as Tavanir) Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi 
has said the company has implemented 61 
transmission and super distribution network 
development projects since the beginning of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 20).

According to Rajabi Mashhadi, the men-
tioned projects have been implemented with 
the aim of minimizing the possibility of any 
incident and disruption in the electricity sup-
ply during the peak consumption periods, 
IRNA reported.

“Due to the fact that in the summer the 
electricity transmission and distribution 
equipment is loaded at its maximum capac-
ity, in case of an accident or breakdown, it is 
usually not possible to compensate the loss 
from other equipment,” he said.

Peak electricity consumption in Iran ex-
ceeded 76,000 megawatts (MW) earlier this 
month as a new heat wave hit the country.

According to the official, electricity con-
sumption in the country reached 76,768 MW 
on July 7, while the consumption stood at 
71,486 MW on the same day last year.

The simultaneity of the increase in tem-
perature in the south and north of the coun-
try has caused a sharp increase in electricity 
consumption and the country is spending its 
hottest days.

In order to meet the electricity demand in 
the peak summer period, the Iranian Ener-
gy Ministry has put several programs on its 
agenda among which increasing electricity 
production and managing consumption are 
the major ones.

The ministry is going to implement a com-
prehensive program during the summer, 
based on which low-consuming households 
are going to be rewarded while the subscrib-
ers whose consumption exceeds the normal 
level will face a penalty.

Over the past decade, constant tempera-
ture rises and the significant decrease in 
rainfalls across Iran have put the country in 
a hard situation regarding electricity supply 
during peak consumption periods.

Tavanir has repeatedly announced that the 
company is implementing a variety of pro-
grams for managing the situation and pre-
venting blackouts in the country.

From page 1   signing a free 
trade agreement with the Eur-
asian Economic Union (EAEU), 
Iran has been seeking to gain an 
observer status in the union.

Back in April Jalali had ex-
pressed hope that the free trade 
agreement, which Iran and the 
EAEU signed in late December 
2023, would be implemented 
as soon as possible following 
approval by parliaments of the 
member states of the EAEU.

He made the remarks at the 
second International Russia-Iran 
Cooperation in the Changing 
World conference, which was 
held in the presence of a group 
of Iranian and Russian experts in 
the Russian capital of Moscow.

The ambassador further re-
ferred to the International 
North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC).

He noted that this mega-proj-
ect can be beneficial for EAEU 
members economically and 
would help boost security and 
peace in the region.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Jalali 
referred to the Israeli regime’s 
crimes in Gaza, calling them a 
clear example of injustice, noting 
that Iran is highly critical of the 
current world order that is based 
on unilateralism.

In early June, Russia’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk 
said Moscow would welcome 
Iran joining the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU) as an ob-
server member.

Overchuk made the comments 
following a meeting of the EAEU 
Intergovernmental Council. He 
told reporters that there are 

specific procedures that need to 
be followed before Iran can join 
the economic group.

He also expressed Russia’s 
interest in developing economic 
relations with Iran, saying that 
the EAEU welcomes mutually 
beneficial and equal cooperation 
with all interested countries.

The Eurasian Economic Union 
is an international economic 
union comprising Belarus, Ka-
zakhstan, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, 
and Armenia. 

The current observer mem-
bers of the EAEU are Uzbekistan, 
Moldova, and Cuba.

In late May, Russia’s State 
Duma (lower house of the par-
liament) ratified the free trade 
agreement between Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU) mem-
bers and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.

The agreement lays down ma-
jor guidelines in trade between 
the Eurasian Economic Union 
and its member states, on the 
one hand, and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, on the other hand, 

in line with guidelines from the 
World Trade Organization, TASS 
reported.

Among those rules are the 
most favored nation treatment 
and national treatment, applica-
tion of protective measures and 
customs administration, refusal 
to apply quantitative bans and 
restrictions on inflow of goods, 
as well as provisions fixing the 
WTO basic standards regarding 
veterinary, sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures, as well as 
technical regulations.

In addition to standard World 
Trade Organization practices, 

the agreement stipulates obli-
gations outside their framework 
but those applied in the EAEU. 
Regarding technical regulation, 
obligations are fixed to ensure 
a 180-day transition period be-
tween publication and entry into 
force of technical regulations.

Regarding sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures, the pos-
sibility is suggested to provide 
commentaries at the stage of 
development of measures (pro-
vided they differ from interna-
tional standards), holding of con-
sultations and their scheduling.

The agreement stipulates 
working together in various ar-
eas, including mining, process-
ing, and use of mineral resources, 
energy efficiency, research and 
innovations, education, medi-
cine, and transport, including 
the development of multimodal 
(mixed) freight, telecommuni-
cations, transport and logistics 
infrastructure, and transport 
corridors.

 The document also defines 
preferential trade treatment re-
garding around 87 percent of the 
product range of international 
economic activities.

The agreement is set to facil-
itate future expansion of coop-
eration with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in the trade and economic 
area, the Russian government 
noted.

Iran and EAEU reached a pref-
erential trade agreement in 2018 
based on which about 862 com-
modity items are currently sub-
ject to preferential tariffs.

The agreement came into ef-
fect on October 27, 2019.

TEHRAN - The director of Iranian Agricul-
ture Ministry’s wheat and rice project has 
said the country’s farmers have cultivated 
rice in 650,000 hectares of land in 19 differ-
ent provinces across the country.

Sohrab Sohrabi said the largest amount of 
rice cultivation took place in Gilan, Mazanda-
ran and Golestan provinces across an area of 
550,000 hectares, IRNA reported.

Iran plans to produce as much as 2.5 million 
tons of rice in the current calendar year which 
began on March 20, according to Sohrabi.

The official said that in order to give a 

boost to domestic rice growing, Iran has be-

gun supplying seeds and fertilizers among 

the farmers.

He however noted that due to limited wa-
ter resources, the country has no plans to 
increase the area under rice cultivation in 
non-northern provinces any more.

Masih Keshavarz, the secretary of Iran’s 
Rice Exporters, Suppliers, and Importers As-
sociation, had earlier said that as much as 3.6 
million tons of rice is annually consumed in 
Iran.

He noted that over 2.0 million tons of rice 
are produced by domestic farmers annually 
and between 1.2 and 1.5 million tons of the 
crop need to be imported into the country.

TEHRAN- As announced by the director 
general of the Iranian Ministry of Agricul-
ture’s Office of Quality Improvement, Pro-
cessing, and Aquatic Market, the country 
exported 3,094 tons of trout valued at $6.6 
million during the first quarter of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 20-June 20).

Abbas Mokhtari also said that the figure 
was 2,431 tons worth $6.9 million in the same 
time span of the previous year.

According to the official, the value of Iran’s 
fishery export increased by over 30 percent 
during the first quarter of this Iranian calen-
dar year, as compared to the same period of 
time in the past year.

Mokhtari said that the country exported 
73,369 tons of fishery valued at $121.4 mil-
lion in the first quarter of this year, while the 
figure was 52,282 tons worth $93.1 million in 
the same time span of the past year.

The official also announced that the quar-
terly fishery export indicates over 40 percent 
rise in terms of weight year on year.

As previously announced by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), Iran’s fishery exports in the last Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 19) increased 
by three percent and exceeded $310 million.

The IRICA said the weight of exported fish-
ery products in the last Iranian fiscal year 
was 149,000 metric tons, which shows a 12 
percent increase compared to the previous 
year.

During the last Iranian fiscal year, shrimp 
exports also reached $98.5 million, account-
ing for 32 percent of the total export value 
among Iran’s fishery products.

Russia, the United Arab Emirates, and Chi-
na were the main destinations for Iran’s ex-
ported shrimp during the mentioned period, 
showing a decrease of 26 percent in terms of 
value compared to the previous year.

According to the report, fisheries exports 
account for less than 70 percent of Iran’s to-
tal exports, with the UAE, China, Russia, and 
Iraq being the largest markets for Iran’s fish-
ery products.

Iran imported 24,000 metric tons of fish-
ery products worth $72 million last year, in-
dicating an increase of 121 percent in terms 
of weight and an increase of 113 percent in 
terms of value.

The growth and development of Iran’s 
aquaculture industry has reached the point 
where the country has become a model for 
the countries of the region and the world.
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3 new power plant units to come on 
stream by late September

Oji provides more details on Iran-Russia gas pipeline

Tavanir implements 61 power grid 
development projects

‘EAEU to consider Iran’s observer 
status in next meeting’

Rice cultivation in Iran expands to 650,000 hectares

Iran exports over 3,000 tons of trout in 
a quarter

Iran and the 
Eurasian 

Economic Union 
reached a 

preferential trade 
agreement in 

2018.



By Wesam Bahrani
TEHRAN- The armed forces 

of the Ansarullah government 
in Yemen’s capital Sana’a have 
claimed responsibility for a drone 
attack that struck a sensitive 
area in central Tel Aviv close to 
the U.S. embassy. 

No air raid sirens sounded and 
the drone flew undetected. 

According to Israeli officials, an 
explosion at Ben Yehuda Street 
left one person dead and at least 
ten others injured. 

Israeli military officials have 
said the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) flew at a low altitude, from 
Yemen, bypassing air defense 
systems. 

According to Israeli media, the 
U.S. military intercepted four un-
manned aircraft that were “on 
their way to Israel”. 

An Israeli military spokesman 
said, “We’re talking about a large 
UAV that can fly large distances.”  

Reports say the blast rum-
bled through the streets causing 
shards of shrapnel to rain down 
and scattering broken glass 
across a large area. 

Footage captured on a phone 
camera clearly shows the Yemeni 
drone flying low over Tel Aviv and 
the moment it strikes its target. 
The magnitude of the blast indi-
cates the drone was carrying a 
high level of explosives. 

A spokesman for the regime’s 
emergency service, Magen David 
Adom, said the explosion rever-
berated to nearby cities. 

Ansarullah has announced 
that it used the newly developed 
Yafa drone to strike Tel Aviv in 
support of Gaza and has marked 
the city as a “primary target” for 
future operations. 

The Yemeni armed forces also 
declared Tel Aviv an “unsafe 
zone”. 

The operation has raised se-
rious questions among settlers 
and Israeli media about the ef-
fectiveness of the Israeli an-
ti-air systems. 

An Israeli commentator said, 
“Good morning to the 100% 
right-wing government. It is a 
shame the drone did not hit one 
of your homes, maybe then you 
would be concerned about the 
citizens instead of yourselves!” 

In a statement, the Yemeni 
forces said the operation was 
waged “in support of the Pales-
tinian people and their fighters, 
and in response to the Israeli ag-
gression against our brothers in 
Gaza.” 

Below is the statement in full: 

“The Yemeni Air Force, with the 
help of Allah, carried out a sig-
nificant military operation. This 
operation involved targeting an 
important site in the occupied 
area of Yafa, known as Tel Aviv by 
the Israelis. 

The operation was executed 
using a new drone named Yaffa, 
which is capable of bypassing the 
enemy’s defensive systems and 
evading radar detection.

 The operation successfully 
achieved its objectives. 

The Yemeni Armed Forces de-

clare that the occupied Yaffa 
area is now considered an unsafe 
zone and will be a primary target 
for our weapons.

 We will focus on targeting the 
internal front of the Zionist ene-
my and reaching deep into their 
territory. 

In announcing this operation, 
the Yemeni Armed Forces affirm 
their possession of a target bank 
within occupied Palestine, in-
cluding sensitive military and 
security targets. They will, with 
Allah’s help, continue to strike 
these targets in response to the 
enemy’s massacres and daily 
crimes against our brothers in 
Gaza. 

The Yemeni Armed Forces’ op-
erations will continue to support 
the heroic fighters in Gaza, who 
defend our Arab and Islamic na-
tions and their people. These op-
erations will only cease with the 
end of aggression and the lifting 
of the siege on the Palestinian 
people in Gaza.”

 “Painful cost”

Meanwhile, the Hebrew lan-
guage newspaper Yedioth Ahro-
noth cited an eyewitness as say-
ing, “You are in Tel Aviv and think 
everything is fine, then you see 
something coming towards you 
quickly and exploding. 

It’s frightening, unnatural, and 
you have to deal with the situa-
tion somehow. We don’t under-
stand why no sirens were acti-
vated.” 

Yedioth Ahronoth quoted 
another eyewitness who said, 
“There hasn’t been such a feeling 
here for a long time, but this is 
what happens in the north daily, 
so it came to us this time.” 

Later on Friday, Israeli media 
reported about a second explo-
sion in Tel Aviv’s Yosef Ziman 
Street. The blast is said to have 
left casualties.

The military correspondent for 
the Walla Hebrew website high-
lighted that the “Israeli Air Force 
was surprised on October 7. Af-
ter more than nine months of in-
tense conflict.

 Were they surprised again? 
This issue needs a thorough in-
vestigation. How long have we 
been sleeping on our toes and 
for what scenarios have we pre-
pared?” 

Knesset member Gideon Sa’ar 
said, “What happened early this 
morning in Tel Aviv is a serious 
malfunction, came at a painful 
cost”. 

Amid the trickle of information 
released by the regime’s military, 

Israeli media said, “The most 
alarming aspect of the Tel Aviv 
drone explosion is that the army 
does not know what happened 
after seven hours, or it does not 
want to disclose it.” 

Other reports pointed out that 
the blast at a high-security area 
has left people in Tel Aviv worried 
and anxious about the possibility 
of future operations and where 
those drones can potentially 
land. 

Experts believe it is a major 
blow for the Israeli government 
and military, with much wider 
implications than the damage or 
loss of life. 

Serving as the Israeli econom-
ic hub, Tel Aviv has been subject 
to an attack that will alarm in-
vestors but more importantly 
demonstrates, once again, how 
vulnerable the Israelis are to a 
long-range drone offensive. 

”A new heroic operation”

Later on Friday, Israeli army 
spokesperson Daniel Hagari said 
that based on initial assess-
ments the drone was launched 
from Yemen. 

Hagari did not rule out the 
possibility of an attack against 
Yemen, adding the drone 
launched by Ansarullah’s armed 
forces made its way to Tel Aviv 
via the sea and claimed it is of the 
“Sammad 3” model. 

The Palestinian Mujahideen 
Movement has praised Ansarul-
lah for “a new heroic operation”, 
saying the Palestinians appreci-
ated the “steadfast” support of 
Gaza. 

“We affirm that what Yemen 
and the rest of the parties to 
the axis of resistance are doing 
is the most honorable military 
intervention to support the op-
pressed and stop the Zionist in-
justice.”

The group added that the in-
ternational community “con-
spires with the criminal Zionist 
entity against our people, justi-
fying its crimes and providing it 
with international cover to con-
tinue the genocide in the Gaza 
Strip”. 

“We call on all resistance 
forces in our nation to escalate 
all kinds of pressure, especial-
ly military pressure, against 
the Zionist enemy, and also to 
put pressure on their American 
supporters until the crimes of 
genocide in Gaza are stopped,” 
the group added. 

Hamas lauds attack on Isra-
el’s “symbol of pride”

Hamas said in a statement 

that its members “highly ap-
preciate and commend” the 
drone attack on Tel Aviv by Ye-
men’s Ansarullah, targeting the 
depths of the “symbol of pride” 
of Israel.

The resistance group said such 
attacks are “a legitimate right of 
our nation’s resistance and its 
people” to confront Israel’s ex-
panding occupation in the region.

Islamic Jihad calls drone at-
tack “heroic”

 The Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
said in a statement that the Tel 
Aviv attack was a “bold opera-
tion” carried out by the “heroic” 
Yemeni fighters.

It added, “This operation is a 
natural response to the ongo-
ing genocide war against our 
people and the war crimes that 
the enemy continues to com-
mit, supported by the Biden ad-
ministration and Western gov-
ernments.”

Qualitative shift in responses 
of the resistance fronts”

The Popular Front for the Lib-
eration of Palestine also praised 
the operation, stating that the 
support fronts in Yemen, Leb-
anon, and Iraq “fulfilled their 
promises and expanded their 
responses to the escalation of 
Zionist massacres in the Gaza 
Strip,” and are “ready to continue 
these qualitative operations if 
the aggression persists.” 

The Popular Front added that 
this operation “marks a qualita-
tive shift in the responses of the 
supporting resistance fronts,” 
noting that it demonstrates the 
ability of the Yemeni armed forc-
es to penetrate deep into Israeli 
territory, and “reveals the col-
lapse of the Israeli deterrence 
system and the occupation’s 
failure to provide security for its 
deteriorating entity.” 

In a statement, the Front also 
noted that this operation “sent 
clear messages to the cowardly 
occupation leaders that the en-
tire Zionist entity is now within 
the range of resistance and sup-
port front strikes, and that there 
is no safe place for the Zionists 
anywhere.” 

The Front emphasized that 
“the success of the [anti-Israe-
li] resistance in penetrating the 
Zionist system confirms that 
America and its allies are unable 
to protect the Zionist entity from 
painful blows.” 

Lebanon’s Hezbollah also 
praised the operation as “a tri-
umph for the oppression of the 
Palestinian people and their re-
sistance.” 

Hezbollah added that Yemen is 
supporting “the heroic” Palestin-
ians in Gaza who are defending 
“all our people and countries of 
our Arab and Islamic nations”. 

The Lebanese resistance 
movement added that the fight 
will not end until “the aggression 
and the siege of the Palestinian 
people in the Gaza Strip ends”.

  From page 1    Citing the World Factbook 
of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Reu-
ters also reported in June that Hezbollah’s 
military strength is underpinned by upwards 
of 150,000 missiles and rockets of various 
types and ranges. The number of Hezbollah’s 
missiles in 2006 was about 14,000. 

It is as clear as day that Israel would be the 
loser if it goes to direct war against Hezbol-
lah concerning the current military capabili-
ties of the Lebanese resistance movement. 

An Israeli official highlighted the possibility 
of a full-scale war last month warning that 
Hezbollah can make Israel “uninhabitable in 
72 hours”.

“We are not in a good situation, and we are 
not prepared for a real war. We are living in 
a fantasy,” Shaul Goldstein, who leads Israel’s 
Independent System Operator Ltd, known by 
its Hebrew initials as NOGA, was cited as say-
ing by Israeli media. 

Goldstein, who is the head of the compa-
ny responsible for planning Israel’s electrical 
systems, added, “We cannot promise elec-
tricity if there is a war in the north. After 72 
hours without electricity, it will be impossible 
to live here. We are not prepared for a real 
war.”

Israeli officials have explicitly acknowl-
edged that the regime is vulnerable in case of 
a direct conflict with Hezbollah. 

But it seems such admissions have fallen 
on deaf ears as Netanyahu and some other 
officials do not stop threats of a full-fledged 
war. 

In 2006, Israel was humiliated as it had to 
end the war after 34 days. 

If Israel decides to press ahead with its 
military adventurism, it will have to face the 
unforeseen consequences. 

In case of an all-out war, all regional resis-
tance groups will be ready to give a painful 
lesson to Israel which could lead to the down-
fall of the apartheid and bogus regime.  

ICJ: Settlements in 
West Bank illegal
The International Court of Justice said on 

Friday it can give a non-binding advisory 
opinion on Israel’s “occupation” of Palestin-
ian territories, rejecting calls by Israel and a 
handful of other countries to refuse to give 
one.

The ICJ said Israel’s settlement policies and 
exploitation of natural resources in the Pal-
estinian territories are in breach of interna-
tional law.

 National 
Resistance 
Brigades: Israeli 
armored vehicle 
destroyed in Rafah
Palestinian fighters with the National Re-

sistance Brigades reported destroying an 
Israeli armored personnel carrier using an 
improvised explosive device (IED) in Rafah 
city’s Kaf al-Mashrou area on Thursday, war 
monitors reported.

US-based defense think tanks the Institute 
for the Study of War (ISW) and the Critical 
Threats Project (CTP) report also that mor-
tars were fired at Israeli troops in Rafah’s Tal 
as-Sultan neighborhood. 

Israeli forces came under fire on the Net-
zarim Corridor, located south of Gaza City, 
while Hamas fighters launched a barrage of 
rockets at southern Israel’s Mefalsim and 
Nir Am areas, also on Thursday, the monitors 
said.

House speaker: 
Disruption of 
Netanyahu speech 
could lead to arrest
U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson has said 

some Democratic lawmakers may try to in-
terrupt Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
address to a joint session of Congress next 
week but that they will be arrested if need be, 
the Times of Israel reported. 

“There are a number of Democrats in the 
House who have said they’re going to boycott 
that event. Some others may protest,” John-
sons said in an address to an event organized 
by the Republican Jewish Coalition on the 
sidelines of the Republican National Conven-
tion in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

“We’re going to have extra sergeants at 
arms on the floor. If anybody gets out of 
hand… We’re going to arrest people if we have 
to do it,” he added.

High-profile Democratic lawmakers, in-
cluding Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders, 
have signaled their intention to boycott Ne-
tanyahu’s controversial address over Israel’s 
war on Gaza.

 Albanese: Unseat 
Israel from UN
A top United Nations human rights expert 

has called for Israel to lose its seat on the in-
ternational body over a “criminal attack” on 
the institution’s Palestinian base, according 
to the Independent. 

Francesca Albanese, the UN’s special rap-
porteur on the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories, tweeted that it was “time to unseat 
Israel from the UN”, in response to Israel’s 
bombing of UNRWA’s headquarters in Gaza.

UNRWA is the main UN agency in Pales-
tine and supports the employment, health 
and education of people living in the territory.

Earlier this week, Philippe Lazzarini, UNR-
WA’s commissioner-general, shared photo-
graphs of its “flattened” Gaza headquarters 
on X. He said: “Another episode in the blatant 
disregard of international humanitarian law.

“United Nations facilities must be protect-

ed at all times. They must never be used for 
military or fighting purposes.”

The agency itself responded to his post 
saying that its headquarters had been “com-
pletely destroyed”.

Northern Gaza 
residents ‘resort to 
eating grass’ 
Food shortages are continuing to plague 

Palestinians in northern Gaza, many of whom 
depend on charity groups to get just one meal 
a day.

Naif Radwan, an elderly man from Jabalia, 
told Al Jazeera he was demoralized by the 
sky-high price of vegetables, which were out 
of reach for most residents.

“Aubergines now cost $14 a kilo,” Radwan 
said. “All I do is look at them and then leave. 
Other vegetables that used to cost a dollar 
are now more than $6.

“People have resorted to eating grass.”

Bangladesh 
students defy 
ban to continue 
protests
Protesting students have returned to the 

streets of the Bangladeshi capital Dhaka, de-
fying a ban on public rallies following a day of 
clashes which left dozens dead.

Symbolic funeral processions were planned 
to pay tribute to at least 25 people killed on 
Thursday, the BBC reported. 

Two more deaths were reported on Friday, 
bringing the total since protests started to at 
least 33 - although the exact toll is difficult 
to assess due in part to an almost complete 
communications shutdown, with mobile in-
ternet and telephone lines reportedly down.

The shutdown comes as authorities try to 
quell the protests demanding the govern-
ment scrap a job quota for the families of 
veterans of the country’s independence war 
in 1971.

ICRC: Medical needs 
in Gaza dramatically 
outstrip limited 
healthcare 
response 
The 60-bed Red Cross field hospital in Ra-

fah, southern Gaza, is nearly at full capacity 
following repeated mass casualty events. 
They include the attack in Al-Mawasi on Sat-
urday that sent 26 injured patients into the 
facility for treatment, including children suf-
fering from shrapnel wounds. It is the latest 
in a series of mass casualty events that Red 
Cross workers have responded to since May.  

“The repeated mass casualty events re-
sulting from the unrelenting hostilities have 
stretched to breaking point the response 
capacity of our hospital – and all health fa-
cilities in southern Gaza – to care for those 
with life-threatening injuries,” said William 
Schomburg, the Gaza head of sub-delegation 
for the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). “Another mass casualty event 
would force our doctors and nurses to make 
extremely difficult choices. The current medi-
cal needs of civilians dramatically outstrip the 
limited availability of supplies and healthcare 
response, as hospitals have repeatedly been 
compelled to close.” 

Many of the most serious injuries were 
shrapnel-related and patients will require 
multiple procedures and therapies to recov-
er before they can be discharged from the 
hospital. Among those injured on Saturday 
include 10-year-old Ahmad Nahed, who was 
shopping for his family when he was hit by 
an explosion. He remembers waking up in the 
hospital hours later after surgery to remove 
shrapnel from his chest.  

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)
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TEHRAN – Gilan province, one of the most 
sought-after travel destinations in Iran, has 
recorded some 26 million overnight stays 
throughout the first quarter of current Per-
sian year (started on March 20), a local offi-
cial announced. 

Such a figure marks a 17 percent increase 
compared to the same period last year, said 
Gilan’s director-general of cultural heritage, 
tourism, and handicrafts.

 Shedding light on the numbers, Vali Jah-
ani noted that both certified and temporary 

lodgings received travelers with open arms.

Gilan province in northern Iran, along the 
Caspian Sea, is known for its lush landscapes, 
rich cultural heritage, and status as a tour-
ism hub. It features coastal plains, forests, 
and the Alborz mountains, with a mild, humid 
climate. 

Gilan with its abundant of tourist attrac-
tions and warm-hearted and hospitable peo-
ple, has long been a weekend escape for res-
idents of Tehran who are looking for a place 
of tranquility.

TEHRAN - To enhance the accessibility 
of local handicrafts to tourists, Chaharma-
hal-Bakhtiari’s handicrafts department has 
launched some new markets and centers this 
summer, according to a local official.

“21 permanent and temporary craft mar-
kets and centers are activated across the 
province for the summer season,” Mehrab 
Mohammadi told IRNA on Friday.

Mohammadi highlighted that three per-
manent handicraft markets are operational 
within the province.

Given the influx of tourists to the province 
during the summer due to its pleasant cli-
mate, he continued, efforts have been made 
to establish temporary handicraft centers in 
popular tourist spots.

These centers aim to capitalize on summer 
tourism to introduce and sell local handi-
crafts, Mohammadi further elaborated.

“Following the late President Ayatollah 
Raisi’s emphasis on establishing permanent 
handicraft markets at city entrances,” Mo-
hammadi brought to light. “Steps are being 

taken in the province to secure land for such 
projects.”

He noted that although demand for hand-
icrafts depends on household income, the 
high volume of summer tourists boosts 
sales. The most sought-after handicrafts 
include felt products, traditional jewelry, 
precious stones, metal crafts, embroidery, 
and hand-woven items. “Smaller and more 
affordable items tend to attract more tour-
ists,” the official added.

In his final words, Mohammadi stated that 
out of 80 identified handicraft disciplines in 
the province, 50 are currently active, while 
the others are nearly forgotten.

 From Page 1   Xining, with a 
population of approximately 2 
million, is more populous than 
many European capitals.

 The city’s attractions and 
those of Qinghai province include 
a diverse population, high alti-
tude, consistently cool climate, 
the source of three major rivers, 
and abundant hydro, wind, and 
solar energy resources. 

Our initial encounters with the 
locals highlighted their hospital-
ity and kindness, qualities that 
are very important to me as a 
traveler.

 Contrary to our initial mistak-
en beliefs, the city was remark-
ably clean, with fresh, cool air.

Qinghai is also a sister prov-
ince to Iran’s Ardabil province. 
During the Iran-China Economic 
Development Conference held in 
Tehran in July 2023, three coop-
eration agreements were signed 
between Ardabil and Qinghai in 
the fields of “clean energy,” “ag-
riculture,” and “friendly relations 
and urban management.”

China’s cultural diversity and 
numerous ethnic groups have 
led to the implementation of var-
ious policies to maintain unity. 
The government strives to keep 
these groups together through 
comprehensive laws.

Our visit to Xining began with 
a meeting between Iranian jour-
nalists and Ms.

 Ying, Deputy Director of the 
Provincial Foreign Affairs Office, 
along with several Chinese jour-
nalists.

 Ms. Ying stated that media 
plays a crucial role in promoting 
friendly exchanges and mutual 
cooperation. 

Both Iran and China, located in 
Asia, have been making efforts 
to expand their relations based 
on the concept of a new compre-
hensive strategic partnership.

Coincidentally, our first day 
aligned with the 23rd Tour of the 
Qinghai Lake International Road 
Cycling Race, which featured an 
Iranian cyclist, Saeid Safarzadeh. 
Our Chinese companions ex-
plained that the purpose of this 
annual race is to promote Qing-
hai province.

Our next destination was the 
historic Dongguan Mosque in 
Xining, one of the four major 
mosques in northwest China. 
Built in 1380, the mosque accom-
modates 2,000 Chinese Muslims 
for daily prayers, with the num-
ber rising to 20,000 on Fridays 

and over 40,000 during religious 
festivals such as Eid al-Fitr and 
Eid al-Adha. 

Due to the limited space 
within the mosque, the Chi-
nese government allows Mus-
lims to form prayer rows in 
surrounding streets, with po-
lice and civil servants assist-
ing in maintaining order, mak-
ing the mosque a symbol of 
Muslim solidarity in China. The 
mosque’s custodian explained 
that Islam was introduced to 
China by Iranian merchants in 
the 7th century.

On the second day, we visited 
Qinghai Lake, the largest saltwa-
ter lake in China. 

The lake is a crucial stopover 
for migrating birds and home to 
the brown-headed gull.

 Only one type of fish inhabits 
the lake, and due to its low re-
productive rate, fishing is illegal. 
Besides a small area designated 
for visitors, the rest of the lake is 
off-limits to tourists.

Qinghai province also hosts 
the largest solar power plant and 
the largest hybrid hydro-solar 
power plant in China.

 Construction of the solar pow-
er plant in Gonghe began in 2012. 

Experts noted that the plant 
has transformed the local 
vegetation, reduced wind in-
tensity, provided nesting sites 
for birds under the solar pan-
els, and supported grazing for 
sheep.

 In an interview with Chinese 
media, I emphasized that China’s 
move towards clean energy ben-
efits not only China but the en-
tire planet, and other countries, 
including Iran, should adopt this 
admirable practice.

On the third day, we visited 
Salar City, built by the Chinese 
government for the Salar ethnic 
group, who migrated to the re-
gion centuries ago and practice 

Islam. 

Roqiyeh, our guide at the Salar 
National Park, explained that the 
city’s architectural style com-
bines elements from  West Asia 
(Middle East), Tibet, and Salar 
traditions. 

The city features numerous 
mosques, including a 150-year-
old mosque and another estab-
lished by the ruling Chinese party 
for the Salar Muslims.

 The Salar’s traditional dish, 
Lamian, has gained national 
fame and across the country, 
about 20,000 Salar people are 
employed in making Lamian, 
generating approximately six bil-
lion Yuan annually. 

The Salar also produce unique 
handicrafts displayed in the 
city’s digital handicraft center.

Qinghai is notable for its ethnic 
diversity, and efforts have been 
made to establish educational 
and research institutions that 
cater to various cultural back-
grounds. 

One such institution is Minzu 
University in Qinghai, the first 
modern ethnic university on the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. 

Located in Xining, the universi-
ty spans 450,000 square meters 
and comprises 22 faculties offer-
ing diverse programs.

 Established in 1949 by Mao 
Zedong, the university initially 
focused on Chinese literacy and 
gradually evolved into a higher 
education center.

During our visit, the university 
president explained the rationale 
behind its ethnic focus, empha-
sizing the need for diverse solu-
tions in a country with numerous 
ethnic groups.

 He mentioned that the univer-
sity aims to provide general edu-
cation for all and to preserve and 
promote the cultures of different 
ethnicities, with half of the stu-

dent body comprising ethnic mi-
norities.

Qinghai Minzu University val-
ues exchanges with domestic 
and international universities 
and research institutions and 
collaborates with several univer-
sities worldwide. 

The Dean of the Faculty of Lit-
erature and Media expressed 
interest in potential cooperation 
with Iranian universities through 
governmental channels.

One of the highlights of the 
fourth day was our visit to the 
Qinghai Natural Resources Mu-
seum, the first of its kind in Chi-
na, showcasing dinosaur fossils, 
beautiful mineral stones, and the 
history of the Tibetan Plateau.

On the fifth and final full 
day in Xining, we attended the 
opening of the 25th Qinghai 
Investment and Trade Fair for 
Green Development, which fo-
cused on new and clean energy, 
as well as cultural and scientific 
advancements.

The highlight of our trip was 
marked by a visit to the China 
News Service office in Qinghai. 
Ms. 

Pan Yujie, an English-speaking 
journalist and one of our Chinese 
companions, had previously writ-
ten an article about the discovery 
of a historical Sassanian coin in 
China, reflecting the ancient ties 
between Iran and China. 

In our meeting with Mr. Hu 
Zhongyi, director of China News 
Service, this article was dis-
cussed, highlighting the histor-
ical connections between the 
two countries and the need to 
continue fostering these rela-
tionships.

In conclusion, despite the sub-
tle negative propaganda in some 
Western media about China and 
its people, my overall impression 
from this trip was that China is a 
beautiful country with hospita-
ble and kind people.

 This resonates with Iranians, 
who are also often misrepre-
sented in Western media. 

Furthermore, China’s leader-
ship in moving towards clean 
energy is commendable, and the 
world should learn from China’s 
experiences to protect the envi-
ronment and our planet.

TEHRAN - A total of 482 foreign travelers 
attended Muharram’s mourning rituals in their 
visits to Yazd province during the first ten days 
of the lunar month, which ended on the day of 
Ashura (July 16). 

They participated in religious sessions and 
rituals commemorating the martyrdom of 
Imam Hussain (AS), the grandson of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH), and his loyal companions 
in the Battle of Karbala in 680 CE.

According to Mehdi Rajaeifard, head of 
Yazd’s Spiritual and Religious Tourism Commit-
tee, the travelers hailed from diverse countries, 
including Turkey, the UAE, China, Russia, Spain, 
Germany, Mexico, Poland, Lithuania, and the 
Philippines. 

They paid visits to local ceremonies, gaining 
insight into the spiritual and historical signifi-
cance of these rituals. 

 “These foreign tourists are engaged deeply 
with the mourning ceremonies, visiting reli-
gious sites and experiencing significant events 
like the Ashura noon prayer, Nakhl Gardani 
(palm-carrying), and Ta’zieh (passion plays),” 
said Rajaeifard. He noted that the visitors also 
explored various parts of Yazd province, includ-

ing Ardakan, Taft, and Mehriz.

 The initiative to attract foreign visitors 
during Muharram began in 2016 with the es-
tablishment of the Spiritual and Religious 
Tourism Committee. This committee, compris-
ing experienced tour guides, skilled clergymen, 
custodians of religious sites, aims to counter-
act negative perceptions about Iran and Islam.

Muharram, the first month of the Islamic 
calendar, marks the Islamic New Year on its 
1st day. The color black, symbolizing mourn-
ing, dominates the visual landscape during 
Muharram. People wear black clothing, and 
banners, billboards, city decorations, and even 
writings on car rearview windows display black 
as a mark of respect.

TEHRAN - Nestled deep within the rug-
ged Zagros Mountains, the mausoleum of 
Imamzadeh Bibi Hakimeh, attracts domestic 
visitors and pilgrims from countries like Ku-
wait, Bahrain, the UAE, Qatar, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, and Syria.

Located 100 kilometers southwest of 
Gachsaran in the Kohgiluyeh-Boyerah-
mad province, this revered shrine is a 
significant destination for religious tour-
ism, drawing pilgrims from across Iran 
and neighboring Persian Gulf countries 
throughout the year.

Historical and spiritual significance

The mausoleum is dedicated to Bibi 
Hakimeh, the esteemed daughter of the 
seventh Shia Imam, Imam Musa al-Kadhim 
(peace be upon him), and the sister of Imam 
Reza, the eighth Shia Imam, (peace be upon 
him).

Her resting place is revered as one of the 
most important Imamzadehs in southern 
Iran, attracting visitors who seek spiritual 
connection and healing.

Unique architectural features

Bibi Hakimeh’s shrine is uniquely con-
structed within a natural cave, utilizing the 
mountain’s stone walls on three sides. 

This gives the structure an organic, uneven 
form that blends seamlessly with its sur-
roundings. 

The interior walls are reinforced with ce-
ment to protect against the elements, while 
the height of the mausoleum reaches over 10 
meters from floor to roof. 

Visitors ascend 12 stairs from the shrine’s 
basement to reach the masculine and femi-
nine entrances, each leading to the heart of 
this sacred space.

 Healing spring and natural beauty

Near the shrine, a natural hot spring offers 
visitors a chance for physical and spiritual re-
juvenation.

 Many pilgrims believe in the therapeutic 
properties of the spring’s waters, seeking re-

lief and healing during their visits. 

The surrounding landscape, character-
ized by the dramatic contours of the Zagros 
Mountains, enhances the sense of peace and 
reflection.

Best time to visit
While the mausoleum is a year-round pil-

grimage site, the optimal time to visit is from 
early autumn to late spring, when the climate 
is most pleasant. 

During these months, especially around 
the Iranian New Year (Nowruz), the site 
sees an influx of visitors from across Iran 
and the Persian Gulf, each drawn by the 
shrine’s sacred aura and the region’s nat-
ural beauty.

Accessibility
Despite its remote location, the mausole-

um is accessible via a well-maintained as-
phalt road, ensuring a smooth journey for 
pilgrims and tourists alike. 

This accessibility, coupled with the site’s 
profound spiritual significance, makes it a 
must-visit destination for those exploring 
the spiritual and cultural depths of Iran.

A welcoming pilgrimage site
 This international presence underscores 

the mausoleum’s significance as a spiritual 
haven and a bridge connecting diverse Shia 
communities.

 Whether you seek spiritual enlightenment, 
historical insight, or simply a tranquil retreat, 
the mausoleum offers a unique and deeply 
moving experience in the heart of southern 
Iran’s majestic mountains.

– A number of traditional houses, suitable 
for conversion into eco-lodges have been 
singled out across the county, said a local of-
ficial in charge of cultural heritage.

“As an outcome of collaboration among 
some local organizations, about 80 an-
tiqued houses are detected within Ramsar,” 
Aboutaleb Alipanah brought to light on 
Thursday, paying a visit to an ecotourism 
unit along the Javaher Deh tourism route. 
“Measures are in the pipeline to grant eco-
lodge operating permits to theses resi-

dences.”

Ramsar’s diverse climate, he outlined, of-
fers a prime opportunity to boost local tour-
ism with an eye toward advancing sustain-
able employment and encouraging reverse 
migration through the expansion of ecotour-
ism units.

Emphasizing the region’s exceptional tour-
ism resources, Alipanah pointed to the coun-
ty’s potential to become a national hub for 
the growth and development of ecotourism 
units.
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482 foreign travelers attend Muharram 
rituals in Yazd province

Discover spiritual serenity of Bibi 
Hakimeh mausoleum

Potential houses to become eco-lodges 
in Ramsar

Itinerary to cheerful China

Gilan records 26 million overnight stays in Q1

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari expands craft markets for 
tourism’s sake 
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TEHRAN –The World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) has released a report, 
expounding on activities in Iran over 
the month of June.

In June, WFP food assistance 
reached 33,515 beneficiaries, which 
included Afghan and Iraqi refugees 
as well as Iranian teachers.

Of those assisted, 28 percent 
were women, 29 percent were men, 
21 percent were girls, and 22 percent 
were boys.

Refugees are assisted with a sta-
ple food basket which includes for-
tified wheat flour (12 kg per person 
per month) and vegetable oil (810 
ml per person per month), while 
students and their teachers receive 
a date bar, and/or fortified biscuits. 
WFP stopped providing milk-in-
school snacks in January 2024 due 
to funding gaps.

In addition to this in-kind food 
assistance, WFP provides cash as-
sistance to 7,236 Afghan and Iraqi 
refugee households each month.

In June, households headed by 
refugee men received Iranian Rials 
(IRR) 2 million (US$ 4.7, according to 
the UN Operational Rate) per per-
son.

Households headed by refugee 
women received a slightly higher 
monthly cash allocation, amounting 
to IRR 2.5 million (US$ 5.9) per per-
son due to limited access to working 
opportunities, leading to higher food 
insecurity.

To maintain beneficiaries’ pur-
chasing power amid deteriorating 
economic conditions, since June 
2023, WFP has increased its cash 
assistance to vulnerable refugee 
women and men facing serious risks 
over their food security and well-be-
ing

Through WFP’s school meals pro-
gram, a total of 9,153 refugee school 
children including their teachers 
received nutritious school snacks 
throughout the scholastic year.

The snacks included a date bar 
and/or whole grain biscuit for every 
day of school attendance to support 

their education and nutrition.

Under the same program, around 
2,833 girls at primary schools and 
junior high schools also received 
cash incentives of 0.5 million rials 
(US$1.1 ) each month to support 
their education in line with girl’s 
empowerment.

By June 2024, WFP Iran helped 
ease the financial burden associated 
with the gluten-free dietary needs 
of 51 refugee celiac patients from 
WFP’s beneficiaries by providing 
them with an extra cash amount of 
7.7 million rials (US$ 18.23) per per-
son as a replacement for their usual 
food entitlement.

To support the income genera-
tion and resilience of 352 refugees 
(59 percent women and 49 percent 
men), in June, WFP continued sup-
porting the operations of 19 live-
lihood activities across 17 settle-
ments, including welding, tailoring, 
baking, and farming.

Following WFP’s Disability Inclu-
sion Workplan 2023, WFP imple-
mented a pilot initiative in two set-
tlements, Shahid Naseri of Markazi 
and Mohajerin of Semnan provinces, 
providing refugees with disabilities 
a monthly cash top-up of IRR 1 mil-
lion (US$ 2.3) on top of their regular 
entitlement. In June, the program 
expanded to include Fars province, 
in addition to  Khuzestan, Marka-
zi, and Semnan provinces, raising 
the total number of beneficiaries 
assisted from 103 in April to 120 in 

June program across four refugee 
settlements.

On April 3, the WFP released its 
2023 report on Iran based on the in-
terim Country Strategic Plan (2023-
2025).

The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
been hosting millions of Afghan ref-
ugees over the past four decades.

According to the report, there are 
roughly 4.5 million Afghans current-
ly living in Iran.

Around 33,000 of the most vul-
nerable documented refugees live 
in 20 settlements in 13 provinces of 
Iran.

WFP’s response in Iran focuses on 
addressing the food security needs 
of the most vulnerable refugees liv-
ing in settlements.

WFP provides food, education, 
and livelihood assistance through 
a hybrid modality of in-kind food, 
unconditional cash, and capacity 
strengthening to refugees.

In 2023, WFP Iran was able to 
secure more than 75 percent of its 
funding and address the daily food 
requirements of around 33,000 vul-
nerable refugees.

In addition to the uncondition-
al assistance provided to around 
33,000 refugees inside settlements, 
WFP also provided conditional sup-
port for students attending primary 
schools and junior high schools.

Through WFP’s school meals pro-
gram, around 8,620 refugee school 

children (49 percent girls) at prima-
ry schools and junior high schools 
and their 610 Iranian teachers (30 
percent women) received nutritious 
school snacks throughout the scho-
lastic year.

The snacks included fortified milk 
and either a date bar or whole grain 
biscuit for every day of school at-
tendance to support their education 
and nutrition.

Under the same program, around 
2,900 girls at primary schools and 
junior high schools also received 
cash incentives to support their ed-
ucation in line with girl’s empower-
ment.

Following the successful estab-
lishment of bakeries in some settle-
ments in the past years, WFP sup-
ported equipping a bakery in 2023 in 
one settlement to improve the effi-
ciency of the baking process and the 
quality of the bread for around 1,400 
inhabitants of the settlement.

WFP’s commitment to supporting 
the government of Iran’s assistance 
response for crisis-affected pop-
ulations was further reinforced by 
WFP ‘s provision of locally procured 
emergency family food packs to 
around 9,780 Iranian people affect-
ed by an earthquake in Khoy City in 
May, through its cooperating part-
ner, the Iranian Red Crescent Society 
(IRCS).

WFP continued to play an active 
role in the interagency fora such as 
the United Nations Country Team, 
the Regional Refugee Response Plan 
(RRP), and Interagency Cash, Liveli-
hood, Education, and Protection 
Working Groups.

WFP also continued its cooper-
ation with its non-governmental 
partners, including UNHCR, IRCS, 
and International non-governmen-
tal organizations (INGOs) such as 
Relief International and Norwegian 
Refugee Council, Cooperazione e 
Sviluppo (Cesvi) across different fo-
rums and scopes such as conducting 
joint Post Distribution Monitoring 
with UNHCR and attending various 
interagency working groups.

TEHRAN –The Geological Survey and Mineral 
Exploration of Iran (GSI) participated in the BRICS 
roundtable on geology which was held in Mos-
cow, Russia, from July 15 to 17.

It was the first meeting of the heads of the 
geological organization of the BRICS member 
states, the GSI website reported.

The event was organized by the Federal Agency 
for Mineral Resources of the Russian Federation.

Russia, South Africa, China, Ethiopia, and In-
dia attended the event in person, while Iran, the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Brazil partici-
pated virtually.

The roundtable was held on ‘Prospects for 
BRICS Cooperation in the Study, Development, 
and Sustainable Use of  Mineral Resources’.

The activities of the national geological ser-
vices of the BRICS countries were presented as 
part of the round table program.

The participants discussed prospects for co-
operation in the context of the development of 
the mineral resource base of the BRICS coun-
tries, the development of an expert community 
and capacity building within the harmonization 
of the national classification system of mineral 
resources, and present scientific and technical 
developments in the field of digitalization of ge-
ology, BRICS website reported.

Boosting international cooperation and fos-
tering communication between geological orga-
nizations as key strategies to tackle upcoming 
challenges were on the agenda of the meeting.

The participants agreed on bolstering geologi-
cal cooperation among the BRICS member states 
since it can have positive impacts on the sustain-
able management of mineral resources, as well 
as address the increasing demand for geological 
exploration and mineral extraction.

Moreover, the members agreed on establish-

ing a joint geological platform for promoting 
scientific collaborations, sharing expertise and 
knowledge, as well as building capacity to launch 
a regular dialogue mechanism of heads of geo-
logical organizations of BRICS member countries.

The platform will provide for technological de-
velopment, exchange of practical experience, and 
holding joint events, the statement read, adding 
that the concept implies the creation of the coor-
dination council, joint projects commission, coun-
cil on technology transfer as well as the working 
group on the most important minerals and other 
experts and task groups, Sputnik reported.

According to the report, the platform’s meet-
ings will contribute to the development of new 
ideas and projects for inter-ministerial meet-
ings. Cooperation prospects include interactions 
in geological exploration, regional geological 
research and strategic mineral resources, and 
scientific and technical developments in the digi-
tization of geology.

TEHRAN – The Iranian Red Crescent So-
ciety and Qatar Red Crescent Society have 
explored the potential to develop bilateral 
cooperation.

The IRCS head, Pirhossein Kolivand, held an 
online meeting with the CEO of QRCS, Faisal 
Mohamad Al-Emadi, on Wednesday, the IRCS 
website reported.

The officials highlighted the significance of 
fostering cooperation to carry out humani-
tarian actions in the region.

During the meeting, Al-Emadi lauded the 
IRCS for its achievements and advancements, 
saying, “The Iranian Red Crescent Society is 
one of the top international organizations. 
The large number of its members and volun-
teers prove its capacities and competencies.”

Kolivand, for his part, elaborated on the 
potentials, and activities of the IRCS.

“Over 40,000 rescuers are providing ser-
vices using 23 helicopters and a large num-
ber of ambulances, rescue vehicles as well as 
drones.

The society is also equipped with modern 
software which provides smart services,” he 
noted.

The society has more than three million 
members, 140,000 of whom are geniuses. It 
has medical centers in over 15 countries.

Physicians and specialists offer services 
in more than 200 rehabilitation centers. The 
IRCS pharmacies manufacture over 140 med-
ications and medical equipment, orthoses, 
prostheses, and artificial organs.

Providing academic courses in universities, 
the society trains relief experts, and special-
ists, Kolivand further noted.

Referring to the establishment of cres-
cent houses in remote areas, the official said 
members of the crescent houses hold educa-
tional programs to train individuals and en-
hance their resilience in the face of disasters.

They empower marginalized communities 
by creating job opportunities. Moreover, they 
provide mental and psychological support for 
traumatized individuals, Kolivand added.

In an effort to mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change, the society has planted over 
five million saplings.

The official also highlighted conducting 
successful international missions in Turkey, 
Syria, Afghanistan, Libya, and Pakistan.

He went on to add that IRCS currently 
chairs BRICS health working group.

IRCS is IFRC’s strongest member in re-
gion

On May 10, the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) expressed 
willingness to expand collaboration with the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society.

Razieh Alishvandi, the IRCS director for 
international affairs, and Xavier Castellanos 
Mosquera, the IFRC undersecretary general 
for national society development and oper-
ations coordination, discussed ways to en-
hance cooperation.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of 
the preliminary session of the 34th IFRC in-
ternational conference.

During the meeting, Alishvandi elaborated 
on IRCS capabilities in various fields of san-
itary, treatment, rehabilitation, rescue and 
relief, logistics, education, volunteers, youth, 
climate change, crescent houses, mass gath-
ering management, textile production, medi-
cal organizations, and many other things.

Castellanos Mosquera, for his part, ac-
knowledging that the IRCS is one of the 
strongest members of the IFRC, said the IRCS 
could be a role model for other societies.

The official went on to ask the IRCS to 
share its expertise with IFRC by holding a we-
binar session and proposed the IFRC manag-
ers of different sectors, particularly logistics, 
and health, visit the IRCS medical equipment, 
artificial organ and prostheses production, 
and pharmaceutical companies, as well as 
rehabilitation centers to learn more about 
the IRCS experiences and knowledge.

“Despite the fact that the information of 
the Iranian Red Crescent Society has not yet 
been fully registered in the International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red Crescent health 
map, the range of services provided by the 
organization at the national level has placed 
it among the top societies compared to 107 
national societies that have registered their 
information, Castellanos Mosquera noted.

He also suggested the full membership 
of the IRCS in a think tank which has been 
formed to investigate the adverse impacts of 
sanctions.

In July 2023, Hossam Elsharkawi, the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) Regional Director 
for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA), 
referred to Iran as the strongest member in 
the region.

“Among the 192 national Red Crescent and 
Red Cross societies around the world, the 
Red Crescent of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has always been one of the most important 
and strongest societies and a reliable mem-
ber of the Federation.”

The quick and effective presence of the Ira-
nian Red Crescent Society in the rescue op-
erations and the provision of relief to earth-
quake victims in Turkey and Syria last winter 
shows the good preparedness of the IRCS in 
response to natural disasters, the IFRC offi-
cial highlighted.

From page 1   He said: “This is not a securi-
ty incident or cyberattack. The issue has been 
identified, isolated and a fix has been deployed.”

The issue affected Microsoft 365 apps and 
services, and escalating disruptions continued 
hours after the technology company said it was 
gradually fixing it.

Microsoft 365 posted on X that the company 
was “working on rerouting the impacted traf-
fic to alternate systems to alleviate impact in 
a more expedient fashion” and that they were 
“observing a positive trend in service availabil-
ity.”

U.S. airlines were reporting major disrup-
tions across the country. At least five U.S. air-
lines — Allegiant Air, American, Delta, Spirit 
and United — had grounded all flights for a 
time, according to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration.

The issues were also being felt at airports 
around the world, including Hong Kong Inter-
national Airport, Sydney Airport, Berlin Bran-
denburg Airport, Schiphol Airport in Amster-
dam and Denver International Airport. 

At the Manchester Airport in Britain, there 
were long lines in the departures area as many 
machines at check-in counters were not work-
ing. Ryanair, one of the largest airlines in Eu-
rope, said it was experiencing disruption be-
cause of a third party IT outage that is “entirely 
out of our control.”

In the U.S., the outage appeared to be affect-
ing emergency 911 lines in multiple states, the 
U.S. Emergency Alert System said on social 
media. It said people experiencing emergencies 
should call the number for their local police or 
fire department.

In Britain, the National Health Service was 
experiencing a loss of access to its computer 
systems across a number of hospitals and doc-
tors offices.

Many television broadcasters also reported 
problems. In France, TF1 and Canal+, among the 
most watched, said in posts on X that it couldn’t 
go on air. “We’re all onstage, but there’s a gi-
gantic breakdown in the control room” mak-
ing it impossible to go live, Christophe Beau-
grand-Guerrin, a TF1 presenter, wrote on X.
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IRCS, QRCS discuss ways to  
enhance co-op

Global cyber outage disrupts media, 
grounds flights

$4m budget allocated to 
promote non-motorized 
transport 

A total budget of 170 billion rials (around $4 million) has been 
allocated to promote bike lanes across the capital city of Tehran, 
encouraging the residents to ride bicycles, Sakineh Ashrafi, dep-
uty mayor of Tehran for planning, urban development and council 
affairs has said.One of the main issues taken into consideration 
through the next year’s budget bill, was development of non-mo-
torized transportation, which focuses on active transportation 
and human powered transportation including walking and bicy-
cling, she explained.According to Tehran third development plan, 
biking as a green transport has been taken into consideration in 
order to mitigate traffic congestion and air pollution, she further 
noted, ISNA reported on Sunday.

توسعه  برای  میلیاردی   ۱۷ اعتبار  تصویب   
دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی در پایتخت

شورای  امور  و  شهری  توسعه  برنامه‌ریزی،  معاون  اشرفی  سکینه 
شهردار تهران از تصویب حدود ۱۷۰ میلیارد ریال اعتبار برای توسعه 

دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی در پایتخت خبر داد.
از موضوعاتی که در بودجه سنواتی سال آینده  وی اظهار کرد: یکی 
شهرداری تهران به آن توجه شده، موضوع توسعه حمل و نقل عمومی 

غیرموتوری از جمله دوچرخه‌سواری همگانی است.
برنامه سوم  داد: در  ادامه  ایسنا وی  برگزاری  روز یکشنبه  به گزارش 
یک  عنوان  به  دوچرخه‌سواری  به  توجه  موضوع   ، تهران  توسعه شهر 
حمل و نقل پاک برای کاهش ترافیک و آلودگی هوا مورد توجه و تاکید 

قرار گرفته است. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

WFP releases June report on Iran

Iran attends BRICS roundtable on geology
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TEHRAN- The cinematheque of the Tehran 
Museum of Contemporary Art is set to 
screen Jordanian film director and writer 
Darin J. Sallam’s 2021 film “Farha” on Sunday, 
coinciding with the ongoing “A Carving on 
Stone” art exhibition. 

The film, which focuses on the Palestinian 
cause, will be screened simultaneously with 
the exhibition, which showcases a collection 
of artworks by Iranian, Palestinian, and 
international artists.

Curated by renowned art critic and 
researcher Mohammadreza Vahidzadeh, the 
exhibition features a selection of artworks 
from the Tehran Museum of Contemporary 
Art’s own collection, Saba Cultural and Art 
Institute, the Cultural and Artistic Institution 
of Ravayat-e Fat’h, and personal collections. 

The exhibition presents works by artists 
with diverse styles and techniques from 
different eras, created in response to the 
Gaza genocide by the Israeli army after 
October 7.

The exhibition will run until September 8.

“Farha” tells the story of a 14-year-old 
girl named Farha, who found herself at the 
center of a desperate struggle for survival in 
1948, as the Nakba ravaged the Palestinian 

homeland. 

The film is a poignant and powerful 
historical drama that tells the true story 
of a young girl’s coming-of-age experience 
during one of the most tumultuous periods 
in human history.

The film follows Farha, a bright and 
ambitious teenager who dreams of pursuing 
her education in the city, unlike her friend 
Farida. 

However, her father, Abu Farha, has other 
plans for her - he wants her to get married. 
As tensions escalate between Palestinian 
villagers and Zionist militias, Farha’s father 
refuses to join the fight, choosing instead to 
protect his village.

As the village is attacked, Farha’s world is 

turned upside down. 

Her father takes her and her friend into 
hiding, but ultimately decides to stay behind 
to protect the village. 

Alone and scared, Farha is forced to fend 
for herself, hiding in a store room as she 
hears the sounds of warfare outside.

But even in the midst of chaos and 
destruction, Farha’s spirit remains unbroken. 
She finds solace in the courtyard where she 
befriends a family who are also seeking 
refuge. 

Tragedy strikes when the family is brutally 
executed by Haganah militias, leaving only a 
newborn baby behind. 

The informant who betrayed his own 
people is haunted by his actions, and Farha 
realizes that her own uncle was involved in 
the betrayal.

With a newfound sense of determination, 
Farha uses all her strength to escape the 
village and make her way to Syria. The film 
ends with Farha’s story being passed down 
through generations, a testament to the 
resilience of the human spirit in the face of 
unimaginable trauma.

“Farha” premiered at the Toronto Film 
Festival in 2021. 

TEHRAN-The Iranian film 
“The Old Bachelor” written and 
directed by Oktay Baraheni won 
an award at the 36th Galway Film 
Fleadh in Ireland, which was held 
from July 9 to 14.

At the closing ceremony of 
the festival, the World Cinema 
award was jointly awarded to 
“The Old Bachelor” and “To A 
Land Unknown” by the Danish-
Palestinian director Mahdi Fleifel, 
IRNA reported.

Baraheni’s film tells the story 
of two middle-aged brothers 
who live with their bullying 
father. 

A man prone to rages and 
driven by chauvinism, the father’s 
abusiveness found his second 
wife leaving him and now he 
picks on his eldest son. When the 
man rents out the flat above to 
a young woman, with intentions 
of marrying her, the woman’s 
attraction to the older son slowly 
pushes this profoundly damaged 
family to breaking point.

Leila Hatami, Hamed 
Behdad, Hassan Pourshirazi, 
Mohamad-Reza Davoudnejad, 
Reza Rouygari, Mohammad 
Valizadegan, and Babak Hamidian 
are in the cast among others.

Exploring powerful themes 
of patriarchy, misogyny, love, 
violence, and tragedy, this 
film has been described as a 
masterclass in storytelling, 
through its gripping, nuanced 
dialogue, exquisite attention 
to detail, and its development 
of tension, which simmers 
throughout the film until it 
reaches boiling point in the final, 
explosive act.

 It is a deeply visceral cinematic 
experience that takes the 
aucience captive along with 
its characters as their world 
encloses around them.

The film, which had its world 
premiere at the 53rd International 
Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR) in 
the Netherlands in February, has 
won two awards so far. 

The 192-minute drama, won 
the VPRO Big Screen Award at the 
IFFR and Hassan Pourshirazi won 
the Best Performance Award at 
the Transilvania International 
Film Festival in the Romania in 
June.

Palestine was a key talking 
point at this year’s edition of 
Galway Film Fleadh, as the 
country of focus. 

Fleifel’s “To A Land Unknown,” 
which won the World Cinema 
award together with Baraheni’s 
film is about a Palestinian 
refugee living on the fringes 
of society in Athens who gets 
ripped off by a smuggler and sets 
out to seek revenge.

Moreover, Farah Nabulsi’s 
“The Teacher” won the best 
international film prize. 

The Palestine-UK director’s 
debut feature follows a teacher 
in Palestine who is forced to 
confront his violent past.

Galway Film Fleadh is Ireland’s 
leading film event, a six-day 

international film festival taking 
place every July on the edge 
of Europe in the West Coast of 
Ireland.

 ‘Fleadh’ is the Irish word for 
a feast or a celebration, and 
like Galway itself, our festival is 
compact, bohemian, informal 
and fun. Galway Film Fleadh 
brings luminaries of the craft 
and everyday cinephiles together 
to share in the wonder of cinema.

Founded in 1989, as an 
opportunity for Irish filmmakers 
to exhibit their work to their 
peers, the central goal of the 
Galway Film Fleadh remains 
unchanged: to be a platform for 
the boldest new films, and to 
bring audiences and filmmakers 
from around the world together 
to share in the wonder of cinema. 
Annually, screening between 
80 – 100 feature films and up 
to 100 short films, the Fleadh 
welcomes an exciting diversity 
of filmmaking from around 
the world, all generations and 
cultural backgrounds.

TEHRAN-Iranian painter 
Farhad Moshiri passed away 
on Wednesday in Tehran due to 
cardiac arrest. He was 61, IRNA 
reported.

He was born in Shiraz, the 
capital of Fars Province, in 1963. 
He studied fine arts at California 
Institute of the Arts in Valencia, 
California, in the 1980s, where 
he first started experimenting 
with installations, video art and 
painting.

 He returned to Tehran 
in 1991 and subsequently 
became well known for his 
ironic interpretations of 
hybrids between traditional 
Iranian forms and those of the 
consumerist and globalized 
popular culture widespread in 
his country.

In the early 2000s, Moshiri 
was most readily associated 
with his paintings of jars, which 
are decorated with traditional 
Iranian sayings and poetic verse, 
written in Persian calligraphy. 

These monumental containers 

have been described as 
receptacles of life, memory and 
desire, and reflect his fascination 
with archaeology.

His painted jars, which form 
a trademark of his production, 
look like three-dimensional 
objects, bursting with popular 
foods, drinks and desserts, with 
popular scripts elegantly written 
on their body. 

Moshiri was also interested 
in the repetition of numbers 
and letters in scripts for their 
intrinsic beauty as opposed to 
any literal meaning or sense they 
might hold.

Moshiri’s artwork is rooted 
in pop art dialect with a subtle, 
subversive socio-political 
commentary. 

Moshiri’s richly embellished 
paintings and sculptures explore 
the intersection of Eastern and 
Western popular culture, the 
tension between traditional craft 
and contemporary art practice, 
and the malleable nature of 
identity.

His interest in pop art and 
kitsch resonates throughout his 
work. 

Many of his visuals are pulled 
from cartoons, films, comic 
strips, children’s books, and 
advertisements, while phrases 
appropriated from classical 
poetry, soap operas, and pop 
songs blur the lines between art 
and cliché.

By selecting ambiguous source 
images that reference both 

American and Iranian popular 
culture, Moshiri took a complex 
look at how cultural identity was 
defined.

Moshiri’s pieces have been 
sold at various local and global 
auctions. In 2008, he became the 
first West Asian artist to have a 
work sold for over $1 million at an 
auction.

His work is held in several 
public collections, including the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in 
Richmond, the Farjam Collection 
in Dubai, and the British Museum 
in London. 

His works have been 
showcased at galleries in Dubai, 
Paris, New York, Tokyo, Hong 
Kong, Brussels, Salzburg, and 
London.

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Lying would negatively influence your livelihood.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:11       Evening: 19:38     Dawn: 3:23 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:04 (tomorrow)

Painting 
* Paintings by MAD are being shown in an exhibition now 

underway at E1 Gallery. 
The exhibit named “The World Next Door” will run until 

August 2 at the gallery located at 1 Hamid Dead End, off Lesani 
Alley, Jebheh St., off Mahdieh St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.

* Ebrahim Barfarazi is showcasing his latest paintings in an 
exhibition at Iranshahr Gallery. 

The exhibit named “Two Thousand and Some” will run until 
July 30 at the gallery that can be found at 69 Sepand St., off 
Karim Khan Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Nooshin Vedai is on view in an 
exhibition at Soo Gallery. 

The exhibit named “The Story, It Is Strange and Peculiar” will 
continue until August 2 at the gallery located at 30 Purmusa 
St. off Somayyeh St.

* Nasrin Nouri is currently showcasing her latest paintings 
in an exhibition at Seyhun Gallery.

Entitled “Passing”, the exhibit runs until July 31 at the gallery 
located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara Ave.

* Paintings by Shirin Karami Mofrad are on display in an 
exhibition at Asr Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “Flowers of the Nightmare” will run 
until August 2 at the gallery located at 18 Delaviz St. off North 
Mirzaye Shirazi St.

* Nian Gallery is currently playing host to an exhibition of 
paintings by Maryam Moqaddam.

The exhibition entitled “Invisible Tethers” will be running until 
July 29 at the gallery located at 5 Abhari Alley, Vafai St. off Tur 
St. off South Mofatteh St.

* Javid Gallery is hosting an exhibition of paintings by Anis 
Tabarai. 

The exhibition runs until July 29 at the gallery that can be 
found at 17 Zartosht St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Marzieh Shad is currently 
underway at Afrand Gallery. 

The exhibition named “The Secret Garden” will continue until 
August 2 at the gallery located at 48 Jalal Hosseini St., Jahan Ara 
St., off Jalal Ale-Ahmad Highway.

* Paintings by Sara Sasani are on display in an exhibition at 
Sheidai Gallery. 

The exhibit entitled “Fading in the Landscape” will continue 
until August 2 at the gallery located at 149 Bahar Shiraz 
Square near Hafte Tir Square.

Sculpture
* Sculptures by Nasrin Shapuri Azar are currently on display in 

an exhibit at Vista Gallery. 
The exhibit named “Form and Space Harmony” will run until 

July 29 at the gallery located at No. 11, 12th Alley, Mir Emad St.

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Tehran museum to screen “Farha” on Palestinian cause

Oktay Baraheni’s “The Old Bachelor” wins  
at Ireland’s Galway Film Fleadh

Iranian painter Farhad Moshiri 
passes away at 61

JULY 20, 2024

Moshiri was most 
associated with his 

paintings of jars, 
decorated with 

traditional Iranian 
sayings and poetic 

verse.
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