
Chinese delegation to 
deliver crucial message 
to Pezeshkian: 
envoy

TEHRAN- On Friday, Cong Peiwu, the am-
bassador of the People’s Republic of China 
in Tehran, announced the upcoming depar-
ture of a high-level Chinese delegation to 
Iran for the inauguration ceremony of Pres-
ident-elect Masoud Pezeshkian. 

In a meeting with the head of the Iran-Chi-
na Friendship Association, Cong highlighted 
the extensive relations between the two na-
tions, stating, “The delegation will deliver an 
important message to Pezeshkian.”

The presidential inauguration ceremony is 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 30, and will fea-
ture official representatives from neighbor-
ing countries, including the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan and senior officials from Iraq, 
alongside the Chinese delegation.  Page 2

MENA and the 
unstable balance 
of the world of 
politics 

By Abbas Akhoundi

TEHRAN- In the current multipolar world, 
there may not be a region as unstable as 
MENA. Of course, this is partly due to the 
West’s unstable balance in the world tran-
sitioning from unipolar to multipolar, and 
partly due to the dynamics of internal devel-
opments in the MENA region. In such situa-
tions, new forces, however small, can steer 
the mainstream in completely unknown di-
rections that no one could have anticipated. 
Therefore, understanding the dynamics of 
the existing world, having a perspective of 
the future, and taking the right action, with 
the capacity of global synergy based on a 
new lifestyle and more importantly,   Page 2

Ban of Islamic Center 
Hamburg aids 
terrorism: acting FM

TEHRAN- Iran’s acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs has condemned Germany’s decision 
to shut down the Islamic Center Hamburg 
(IZH), labeling the move as a boon for ex-
tremists, violent organizations, and groups 
that support terrorism globally.

“The decision by German judicial and law 
enforcement authorities on inspection of 
premises affiliated to IZH, which is among 
the oldest Islamic centers [in the country] 
with a history of 70 years and a precious her-
itage of late top Shia authority Grand Aya-
tollah [Hossein] Boroujerdi, is an unjustified 
move and flouts all principles of freedom of 
religion and thought,” Ali Baqeri Kani wrote X.

Baqeri emphasized, “The terrorist regime 
of Israel, which uses every excuse to divert 
public opinion from the ongoing genocide 
against Palestinians, also welcomed the Ger-
man police’s move.”  Page 2

Could the Gaza war morph 
into a Muslim-Jewish war 
and entrap the United 
States? 

By Professor Hossein Askari
PORTLAND - Most people have witnessed 

the unfolding Israeli horrors in Gaza. No sane 
human being could classify Israel’s war as 
self-defense. It is brutal carnage in real time. 
Israel has killed well over 40,000 Palestini-
ans, including 30,000 women and children 
in Gaza, with many more likely buried under 
the rubble and thousands injured; it has de-
nied food and basic medicine to suffering 
Palestinians who have had limbs amputated 
without anesthetic and who face imminent 
danger of starvation,  Page 5
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Behind Bibi’s web of deceit       

By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN- The Israeli prime minister addressed a joint session of the US Congress on Wednesday 
amid his army’s genocidal war on Gaza that has claimed the lives of more than 39,000 Palestinians 
over the past nine months. 

By weaving a web of deceit and playing the innocent, Benjamin Netanyahu tried to justify the 
brutal onslaught that was launched on October 7. 

Receiving massive applause, he also resorted to smear campaigns and blame games in an 
attempt to elevate his domestic position and drum up support for the regime’s brutal war on the 
besieged Palestinian territory. 

Anti-Iran propaganda 

At the beginning of his speech, Netanyahu, known as Bibi, tried to demonize Iran. 

“In the Middle East, Iran’s axis of terror confronts America, Israel and our Arab friends. This is not 
a clash of civilizations. It’s a clash between barbarism and civilization. It’s a clash between those 
who glorify death and those who sanctify life,” Netanyahu, said in Congress with forked tongue. 

Netanyahu who is called “Crime Minister” by Israeli protesters, is in fact accusing Iran and 
regional resistance groups including Hamas of condoning terror and barbarism.

During his speech to the UN General Assembly in September 2023, Netanyahu threatened to 
nuke Iran. The Israeli regime has also carried out acts of sabotage in Iran and assassinated Iranian 
nuclear scientists.  

Undoubtedly, the international community’s inaction in the face of such heinous acts and threats 
has emboldened the Israeli prime minister to make such baseless accusations in Congress.  

Unwelcome guest in the Capitol 

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN- As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the U.S. Congress, tens of 
thousands rallied outside the building, protesting against his visit and calling for an end to the 
Israeli genocidal war on Gaza.

Americans, who promised “a day of rage” marched toward the Capitol, chanting “Free, free 
Palestine”, before some clashed with police. 

Protesters also chanted slogans like “Not in our name” and “Arms embargo now” expressing 
opposition to the arming of the Israeli occupation regime and protesting what they rightly described 
as “genocide” in the enclave. 

Others held banners that read “Israel uses U.S. tax dollars to kill Palestinian children” and “Arrest 
this criminal,” referring to the International Criminal Court’s arrest warrant against the Israeli leader. 

Among those seen in the crowd was a large number of Jews. Netanyahu described all of the 
protesters, during his speech to Congress, as “Iran’s useful idiots”. 

The protests were organized by more than 20 institutions in the United States with 
demonstrators traveling from different states and cities. 

Among the protest organizers were ANSWER (an acronym for “Act Now to Stop War and End 
Racism”), women-led peace and human rights group CodePink, Palestinian groups such as 
Palestinian American Community Center and Jewish groups including Jewish Voice for Peace.

“We need to be out here. We need to say, ‘Not in our name’,” Irene Ippolito, a protester, was cited as saying 
by Al Jazeera. “As American citizens, we have to realize that this could not be taking place without our 
taxpayer dollars sending tons of weapons to Israel as it slaughters men, women and children in Gaza.”
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TPO holds seminar 
on Iran-Turkmenistan 
trade opportunities

TEHRAN – Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) has held a seminar on the trade opportunities 
of Iran and Turkmenistan as the Islamic Republic 
is going to hold specialized agrifood exhibition in 
Turkmenistan, the TPO portal reported.

The event was attended by senior officials 
including Mahmoud Bazari, director-general 
of TPO’s Export Coordination Office, Akbar 
Godari, head of the organization’s Central Asia, 
Caucasus and Russia office, and Gholam-Abbas 
Arbab Khales, the former ambassador of Iran in 
Turkmenistan.

Speaking at the seminar, Bazari considered Iran’s 
Agrofood exhibition as a major event in Turkmenistan 
and said: “Turkmenistan is a potential and important 
market for Iranian products and services. The country 
has a special position in the International North-
South Corridor, whose capacities can be used to 
develop exports.”  Page 4
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Bibi’s Lies and 
Delusions

U.S. Capitol Police officers clash with pro-Palestinian demonstrators, on the day Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses a joint meeting of Congress, on Capitol Hill, in Washington, July 24, 2024.
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Pezeshkian emphasizes unity through 
adherence to Leader’s policies

TEHRAN – In a recent interview with the media 
outlet of the office of the Leader of Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, President-elect Masoud 
Pezeshkian underscored the importance of adhering 
to the Leader’s general policies as a crucial factor in 
resolving disputes and fostering national unity.

“We have the general policies of the Leader, which 
I have consistently referred to as our guiding light 
throughout the debates and elections,” Pezeshkian 
stated. “These policies clearly define our goals.”

He further explained that it is now the 
responsibility of experts, wise individuals, managers, 
and officials to develop comprehensive programs in 
alignment with these policies. “If we accept these 
principles and draft laws that conform to the system’s 
policies, and hold ourselves accountable for their 
implementation, disputes and conflicts will naturally 
become meaningless,” Pezeshkian added.  Page 3

A look at Netanyahu’s controversial address 
to U.S. Congress amid the Gaza war



     From Page 1    On Wednesday, 
German media reported that police 
conducted a raid on the Islamic 
Center Hamburg and interrogated 
its members. 

At the same time, the German 
Ministry of the Interior released 
a statement claiming that the 
center was pursuing “extremist” 
objectives and promoting 
“aggressive anti-Semitism”. 

However, the statement did not 
provide any specific instances. 

The Islamic Center Hamburg, 
one of the oldest Islamic centers in 

Germany, was established in 1953 
with the support of Iranian cleric 
Ayatollah Borujerdi in the city of 

Hamburg.
 IZH’s activities include 

publishing magazines in German 

and Persian and providing religious 
counseling services. 

The Islamic organization has a 
library with over 6,000 titles on 
various Islamic topics. 

In recent months, the center has 
issued many statements regarding 
Israel’s genocidal war in Gaza and 
the heart-wrenching massacre of 
Palestinian civilians, urging the 
German government and other 
Western states to put an end to 
their support of the regime in 
order to help protect defenseless 
civilians in the besieged Strip.

    From Page 1     Cong Peiwu also discussed 
the trilateral cooperation among Iran, China, 
and Russia within the frameworks of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization and 
BRICS.

 He remarked, “This trilateral cooperation 
is valuable and effective in strengthening 
relations among our three countries.”

Additionally, the ambassador referenced 
the recent inauguration of a two-way railway 
connecting Iran and China, saying, “This 
railway is a new corridor for the exchange of 
goods between the two countries, and we 
will witness more cooperation in commercial 
fields in the future.”

The railway traverses China, Kazakhstan, 
and Uzbekistan before reaching Iran via the 
Sarakhs border.

 It will facilitate high-speed trains, 
significantly reducing transit times for goods 
compared to the slower maritime route that 
has been used previously.

Cong emphasized China’s commitment to 

enhancing bilateral relations with Iran, noting, 
“Both the Chinese government and the leaders 
have a firm commitment to developing 
bilateral relations with Iran.

 In the congratulatory message from 
President Xi Jinping to Masoud Pezeshkian, it 
is clearly stated that China aims to deepen the 
strategic partnership and cooperation with 
Iran’s assistance. This message goes beyond 
mere formality.”

Alaeddin Borujerdi, head of the Iran-China 
Friendship Association and a member of Iran’s 
Parliament’s National Security and Foreign 
Policy Committee, underscored Iran’s focus 
on its relationship with China through its Look 
East policy. 

He asserted, “I believe that the center of 
power in West Asia is the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and in East Asia, it is the People’s Republic 
of China.”

Borujerdi also addressed the challenges 
posed by U.S. demands and Iran’s resilience 
against economic sanctions, suggesting a 
shared stance between Iran and China against 
American policies.

 He stated, “Washington seeks to hinder 
China’s economic progress,” while praising 
Beijing’s approach to strengthening ties with 
Iran as “smart.”

Both officials emphasized Iran’s territorial 
integrity, particularly concerning the Islands 
of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa in 
the Persian Gulf.

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the 
shutting down of the Hamburg Islamic Center 
by the German government and wrote: The 
reason for Germany’s recent action should 
be found in the good relations between the 
government of this country and anti-Iranian 
groups. 

The request to close the Hamburg Islamic 
Center is also one of the clauses of the 
22-point plan of the parties of the German 
coalition government against Iran, a plan that 
was formulated in 2022 under the pretext of 
“defending human rights” and specifically to 
support rioters and continue unrest in Iran. 
Germany is one of the Western countries 
where the lobby of the Zionist regime and 
some opposition groups are active. 

During the riots of 2022, with the efforts of 
these groups, in addition to interfering in the 
internal affairs of our country, the German 
government, along with America, England, 
and France, supported the sabotage aganist 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The German 
government accused the Hamburg Islamic 
Center of radicalistic activities (terrorism), 
but this government has been one of the main 
supporters of the Zionist regime as a terrorist 
regime in Europe.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: Immediate 
negotiations between the U.S. and Iran?

In a commentary, Donya-e-Eqtesad dealt 
with Foreign Policy magazine’s request to the 
Biden government for immediate negotiations 
with Iran. The paper said: According to Foreign 
Policy, the victory of Masoud Pezeshkian 
in the recent Iranian elections may create 
an opportunity for an urgent issue: The 
common interests of Washington and Tehran 
in preventing a full-scale war between Israel 
and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Until now, the main 
efforts of the West to reduce the tension 
have been along the border between Israel 
and Lebanon. Washington has an opportunity 
to be more effective in achieving vital U.S. 
interests. It means preventing this country 
and its army from being involved in another 
war in the Middle East. 

In fact, the Biden government should talk 
directly with the main supporter of Hezbollah, 
that is, Tehran. Successful negotiations 
with the new government of Pezeshkian in 
Lebanon could help create better conditions 
for nuclear diplomacy in the future. No one 
really knows to what extent Pezeshkian will be 
able to fulfill his election promises regarding 
direct negotiations between Iran and the 
United States. But if Biden does not realize 

this, especially with this level of risk, he has 
acted irresponsibly.

Shargh: Modern global diplomacy and 
Iran’s national interests

In an article, Shargh discussed the current 
situation of the world and said: The strategy 
of big wars is declining. The conflict in Ukraine 
brought the fire of war to the borders of the 
European Union and unintentionally involved 
Europe in a continental war. Geographical 
distance made the United States very cautious 
to participate in the conflict in Ukraine. 

The war in Ukraine slowed down the 
strategy of the U.S. view of the Far East, 
and this means that the U.S. is more distant 
from the conflict in Ukraine. Europe will 
have to follow America’s business diplomacy. 
The future strategy of the U.S. is to avoid 
military tension and compensate for its lost 
geopolitical opportunities against China, 
and it requires a transformation of the U.S. 
strategy. With the political transformation in 
America, business diplomacy will expand in 
the world.

 The feature of this diplomacy is to avoid 
tension. Iran’s national interests cannot 
be separated from this global trend. Iran’s 
geostrategic measures should be in line with 
regional and global de-escalation. This is an 
inevitable path in the world’s future diplomacy.

Hamshahri: A plan for getting privilege
In an analysis, Hamshahri discussed the 

report of the American publication Project 
Syndicate and wrote: According to this 
publication, the new president of Iran can 
make a decisive change in the ballot box in 
favor of the Democrats and greatly reduce the 
risk of escalation of the nuclear war between 
Israel and Iran. 

First of all, it should be said that Democrats 
are not better than the Republicans in war-
mongering and crime, extensive sanctions, 
sabotage, and terror. Secondly, if the Biden 
government had a serious difference from 
the Trump government, it could have returned 
to the JCPOA four years ago with a single 
signature. The analysis of this American 
publication summarizes that Mr. Pezeshkian 
should ignore Iran’s rights and give privileges 
to the Biden government so that he can win 
the American elections. 

This means that the role of Iran’s trampled 
rights and the privileges that the Biden 
government should give will not be clear. 
Biden cannot give Iran privileges on the eve of 
the election and be blamed by Trump; he just 
has to get privileges!

TEHRAN– Iran’s permanent mission to the 
United Nations has dismissed Israeli claims that 
Resistance groups pose a threat to Israeli athletes 
and tourists at the Paris Olympic Games, labeling 
the allegations as “lies.”

“Terrorist acts have no place in the principles of 
resistance groups. Lies and deceit cannot reverse 
the roles of the accuser and the accused,” Ali 
Bahreini stated in a brief announcement.

This rebuttal followed reports that Israeli 
foreign minister Israel Katz had warned his French 
counterpart Stephane Sejourne about possible 
attacks on members of the Israeli delegation and 
Israeli tourists during the Olympics.

The Israeli claim coincides with a global campaign 
aimed at banning the regime’s representatives 
from participating in the Games, due to the ongoing 
conflict in the Gaza Strip.

Pro-Palestine activists have launched the 
hashtag #BanIsraelFromParisOlympics on social 
media, urging organizers to exclude Israeli 
athletes from the Games, set to start on July 26.

The activists argue that “celebrating the 
human values of the Olympics contradicts Israel’s 
oppressive and genocidal practices against the 
Palestinians.”

Protests have occurred in European countries, 

including France and Switzerland, outside 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
headquarters, calling for the exclusion of Israeli 
sports teams from the Paris Olympics.

The conflict in Gaza has resulted in significant 
casualties, with Israeli actions since October 7 causing 
the deaths of at least 39,175 Palestinians, mainly 
women and children, and injuring 90,403 others.

Despite a UN Security Council resolution 
demanding an immediate ceasefire, Israel’s 
ongoing actions in the embattled enclave have 
faced widespread global condemnation.

Over nine months into the Israeli war, large 
parts of Gaza are in ruins, exacerbated by a severe 
blockade of food, clean water, and medicine.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
emphasized the dire and chaotic conditions in Gaza, 
describing the situation as “total lawlessness.”

TEHRAN- The commander of Army’s Ground 
Forces engineering group announced on 
Thursday the plan to close Iran’s northeastern 
borders using four engineering groups from the 
army and the Khatam al-Anbiya construction 
headquarters. 

Brigadier General Ahmad Akbari stated in a 
meeting with the governor of Taybad, “Technical 
operations for the closure are being carried out 
along the 300-kilometer border shared between 
Khorasan Razavi province and Afghanistan.” 

He noted that during the implementation of 
this plan, various stages have made significant 
progress in both the southern and northern 
parts of the Dogharoun border. The necessary 
infrastructure for continuing this project in 
this part has been established using domestic 
capabilities and resources. 

Referring to the technical specifications of the 
border wall closure project, Akbari added, “This 
border wall is 4 meters high and 3.7 long, with a 
thickness of one meter.”

Mahdi Shirdel, the governor of Taybad, 
emphasized, “Border security in the eastern 
part of the country will be enhanced with the 
construction of this border wall.” 

Earlier, Brigadier General Qassem Rezaei, 
the deputy head of Iran’s Police Force, had 
also stated that the plan to close the eastern 
borders is on the agenda of security forces to 
combat the infiltration of drug traffickers and 
armed terrorist groups into Iran. Iran shares a 
945-kilometer border with Afghanistan.

By Abbas Akhoundi

TEHRAN - In the current 
multipolar world, there may not 
be a region as unstable as MENA. 
Of course, this is partly due to 
the West’s unstable balance in 
the world transitioning from 
unipolar to multipolar, and partly 
due to the dynamics of internal 
developments in the MENA 
region. 

In such situations, new forces, 
however small, can steer the 
mainstream in completely 
unknown directions that no one 
could have anticipated. 

Therefore, understanding 
the dynamics of the existing 
world, having a perspective 
of the future, and taking the 
right action, with the capacity 
of global synergy based on 
a new lifestyle and more 
importantly, timely action, will 
play a conclusive role in guiding 
global developments. 

Indeed in this situation, hard 
power will not play the decisive 
role it played in the past, and 
soft power based on a return to 
the past, such as the branched 
movements of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the MENA 
region, will not have affirmative 
results and might cause more 
destruction.

 The Islamic world needs a 
new thought and dynamism 
based on a new understanding 
of monotheism and polytheism 
in the post-modern world and 
under the new philosophy of life. 

The world is moving on a 
razor’s edge. Let’s see which way 
it leans.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu is said to have been 
applauded 79 times in the U.S. 
Congress.

 This is while the number of 
Palestinian casualties in Gaza has 
reached about 39,000 martyrs, 
and the number of the injured 
in Israeli criminal attacks has 
reached more than 200,000. And 
the number of displaced people 
represents a figure of more than 
800,000 people. 

The war crimes, ethnic cleansing, 
and apartheid discrimination 
committed by Netanyahu and 
his accomplices have been 
documented at the International 
Criminal Court and preliminary 
convictions have been issued.

 The all-out encouragement 
and support for such a criminal 
regime is not acceptable to any 
awakened human conscience 
anywhere in the world. And this 
is not an honor for Congress 
or the American people. Of 
course, in the past months, the 
world has witnessed a social 
upsurge of human conscience 
in universities and civil society 
in the United States, Europe, 
and other continents. Moreover, 
many governments on different 
continents have also openly 
expressed their disgust with 
Israel’s behavior. 

Undoubtedly, the reliance of 
Netanyahu and his allies on the spear 
is not going to end, and there is no end 
to the downfall. 

 This is the greatest indication of the 
unstable equilibrium of the prevailing 
mainstream in the world of politics. 
History has shown that sooner or later 
the forces of repression surrender to 
the social force.

Since the foundation of Israel, 
the West, initially led by Britain 
and then the United States, 
continuously and relentlessly 
tried to normalize Israel’s 
existence through a series 
of encouraging and punitive 

measures to the nations and 
governments of the MENA 
region. 

The success rate of these 
measures was very low at the 
level of nations, and at the 
level of some governments, it 
proceeded in a shaky state with 
thousands of fears and tremors. 

The radical policies of someone 
like Trump, the Abraham Accords, 
were also almost shattered by 
the October 7 operation.

 This shows that the security-
oriented faction in the MENA 
region has not yet reached a 
stable state of equilibrium, and 
there is the possibility of the 
formation of various security and 
uncertainty arrangements in the 
region.

 It all depends on what 
development process can draw 
and guarantee better-off for the 
region’s nations.

political and social movements 
in the MENA region also have 
their own dynamics.

 From modern liberal streams 
to leftist currents, as well as 
a variety of Islamic currents 
branching off from the Muslim 
Brotherhood with different 
operational approaches, from 
socio-cultural and political 
tendencies to terrorist and 
suicide attacks such as ISIS, one 
can see. 

Traditional authoritarian 
structures also have their own 
diehards. All of this indicates 
that the MENA region has not 
yet reached peace in the modern 
world, and external interference 
is adding to its unrest. 

And there is still no clear 
prospect for the nations of the 
region. Within the 20th Century, 
the Western world first created a 

fruitful dynamic in the world with 
the establishment of the League 
of Nations and then the United 
Nations and the adoption of the 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

Of course, liberal philosophy 
and the transition from a 
Mercantilist economy to a 
Free-Market economy were 
the intellectual basis for this 
movement. 

Now, it seems that the West’s 
retrogression and the re-creation 
of Mercantilism, especially with 
the rise of currents such as 
Trump’s America First, has put the 
Western world in an unstable state 
of equilibrium. It seems that the 
way the Western world confronted 
Israel’s crimes was a turning point 
in social and intellectual currents 
there. 

The Westerners’ rethinking 
of the fundamental values of 
Western civilization goes beyond 
the stances of politicians, parties, 
and social movements. 

Therefore, this pen is 
waiting for the emergence of 
transformational ideas in the 
Western world and its periphery. 
What we see from China so far 
is their focus on the very idea 
of China as the world factory, 
and we see less of a universal 
thought on their part. 

There is also no news from 
Russia. But in the MENA region, 
there are many dynamics. 
Civilization-oriented factions 
that are based on the creation of 
new ideas are the most promising 
intellectual movements. 
Concurrently, self-destructive 
Salafi and Kharijite currents can 
also be seen in the Islamic world.

Abbas Akhoundi is the former 
minister of transport and urban 

development of Iran.

2 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

JULY 27, 2024

TEHRAN TIMES

POLITICS

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

A vain hope for the fake opposition

Iran denies Israeli claims of threats to  
athletes at Paris Olympics

Military plans to build wall across eastern  
borders to boost security

MENA and the unstable balance of the world of politics

Ban of Islamic Center Hamburg aids 
terrorism: acting FM

Chinese delegation to deliver crucial 
message to Pezeshkian: envoy



TEHRAN – Rafael Grossi, Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), has 
extended his congratulations to Iran’s newly elected 
President, Masoud Pezeshkian, and expressed his 
eagerness to cooperate with the new government.

In a congratulatory message, Grossi stated, “I 
would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations 
to you on your election win as President of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.”

He further emphasized the importance of the 
IAEA’s relationship with Iran, noting, “Cooperation 
between The International Atomic Energy Agency 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran has been at the 

focal attention of the international circles for many 
years. I am confident that together we will be able 
to make decisive progress on this crucial matter.”

Grossi expressed his willingness to visit Iran 
and meet with the new President at the earliest 
convenience. “To that effect, I wish to express my 
readiness to travel to Iran to meet with you at the 
earliest convenience,” he said.

He concluded his message with, “Once again, 
receive my best wishes of success as President of 
Iran and I look forward to seeing you at the earliest 
convenience.”Since taking on the role of the UN 
nuclear watchdog in 2019, Grossi has made multiple 

trips to Iran, engaging with senior Iranian officials. 
His visits typically conclude on a positive note, but 
he tends to adopt a different tone and rhetoric upon 
returning to the West. Grossi has frequently faced 
criticism for making political statements rather 
than maintaining his position as an independent 
official. It is not clear whether his recent letter to 
Pezeshkian signals a shift in his approach.

Pezeshkian was elected Iran’s president after 
winning 16 million votes during the second round of 
the snap presidential elections held on July 5. He is 
seen as a figure close to reformist factions as well 
as the Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei. 

TEHRAN– Iran has expressed strong approval 
for a China-mediated agreement aimed at 
mending the rift between Palestinian factions and 
establishing a national unity government, calling 
it a significant move towards reconciliation and 
consensus.Nasser Kanaani, the spokesman for 
the Iranian Foreign Ministry, lauded the recent 
meeting of Palestinian groups in Beijing, which 
centered on national unity and reconciliation. “The 
recent meeting of Palestinian groups in Beijing, 
focused on national reconciliation and unity, is a 
valuable step in the right direction,” Kanaani wrote 
in a post on the social media platform X on Friday.

Kanaani reiterated Iran’s unwavering support 
for the Palestinian cause, emphasizing the 
importance of unity among Palestinian groups to 
resist the “apartheid Israeli regime.” He affirmed 
Tehran’s backing of the Palestinian efforts to 

reclaim their right to self-determination, liberate 
their lands, and establish an independent 
Palestinian state with al-Quds as its capital.

The reconciliation agreement was reached by 
Palestinian groups on Tuesday after three days of 
intensive discussions in Beijing. This deal aims to 
end the political division that has persisted since 
2007. Representatives from 14 Palestinian groups, 
including the Fatah and Hamas movements, 
signed a new statement pledging to end their 
division and enhance unity. The signatories also 
committed to forming an interim national unity 
government to oversee the reconstruction of Gaza 
and to organize new elections.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi described the 
agreement as a dedication to the reconciliation 
and unity of all 14 factions. He noted that the 

factions had reached an accord on post-Gaza war 
governance and the formation of a provisional 
national reconciliation government.

This announcement comes over nine months 
after Israel launched a war on Gaza following 
a surprise retaliatory operation by Palestinian 
Resistance groups. The conflict has resulted in the 
deaths of at least 39,175 Gazans, mostly women, 
children, and adolescents, with another 90,403 
Palestinians injured.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
emphasized the dire and chaotic conditions in Gaza, 
describing the situation as “total lawlessness.”

China has historically shown support for the 
Palestinian cause and advocated for a two-state 
solution to the long-standing Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

During his detailed conversation 
with KHAMENEI.IR, Pezeshkian delved 
into his administration’s strategy for 
engaging with various sectors of the 
country.

 He also discussed the criteria 
for selecting cabinet members and 
outlined the overarching policies 
and approaches that will guide his 
government over the next four years.

In the same interview, Pezeshkian 
turned his attention to cultural issues, 
advocating for self-improvement 
as the primary solution. “Regarding 
cultural matters, we must first correct 

ourselves,” he emphasized. “There is 
no need to criticize others; we should 
begin by criticizing ourselves.”

Pezeshkian elaborated that personal 
integrity and genuine concern for the 
public are essential. “If I am a righteous 
person with good morals, if I truly care 
for the people and they recognize my 
sincerity, there is no way they will dislike 
me or refuse to follow my behavior and 
ethics,” he said.

He criticized the current conduct of 
some leaders, noting that their actions 
often repel the public. “Our behavior 
and conduct are such that when people 

observe them, they find them off-
putting. Why should they emulate us? 
Why should they make themselves like 
us?” Pezeshkian questioned.

 He concluded that, in terms of 
cultural issues, the focus should be 
on self-improvement rather than on 
criticizing others.

Pezeshkian’s comments reflect a 
broader vision for his administration, 
prioritizing adherence to established 
policies and personal accountability 
as the foundations for national 
cohesion and cultural renewal.

The inauguration ceremony of the 

president-elect Masoud Pezeshkian 
will be held in the Parliament next 
week on Tuesday afternoon.

A ceremony will be held on 
Sunday to present the decree for his 
presidency, with the Leader of Islamic 
Revolution and the country’s high-
ranking officials in attendance.

Pezeshkian defeated Saeed Jalili 
in the July 5 runoff, garnering 53.7 
percent of the vote, or 16,384,403 
votes, while Jalili received 44.3 
percent, or 13,538,179 votes, 
according to final results announced 
by the Interior Ministry.

By Mona Hojat Ansari
TEHRAN – On Thursday, the 

world looked on in shock as the 
U.S. Congress repeatedly stood for 
applause for Benjamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli Prime Minister responsible 
for the deaths of over 40,000 
Palestinians in the past ten months.

As House Speaker Mike Johnson 
invited “his excellency Benjamin 
Netanyahu” to take the podium and 
address the assembly, thousands 
of protesters gathered outside the 
domed edifice, displaying effigies of 
a blood-stained Netanyahu, waving 
Palestinian flags, and chanting “Free 
Palestine.”

Inside the Congress, however, 
nobody dared disrupt the foreign 
leader. Perhaps because Speaker 
Johnson had warned senators, 
representatives, and guests in 
advance that any expressions of 
dissent would result in arrest. 

That allowed the Prime Minister to 
speak for an hour about how civilian 
casualties in Rafah were “practically 
none”, how “heroic” Israeli soldiers 
killing women and children in Gaza 
are, and how the International 
Criminal Court has no right to punish 
the regime and its authorities for 
crimes against humanity. 

Netanyahu then swiped at student 
protestors setting up encampments 
on U.S. university campuses to 
denounce the war in Gaza and 
demand divestment from Israel. He 
accused the students of being “useful 
idiots” for Iran, claiming they were 
being paid by the Iranian government 
to orchestrate the protests. 

The Israeli leader’s accusations 
sparked widespread outrage among 
American students and professors 
who saw Netanyahu’s remarks as an 
egregious attack on their right to free 
speech and protest, and maybe even 
intelligence. 

“American people don’t need a 
foreign government to tell them 
that Israel is committing war crimes, 
blocking the two-state solution, and 

preventing peace. They also don’t 
need foreign governments to tell 
them that the U.S. Government is 
complicit with Israel in these stark 
and brutal violations of international 
law,” Jeffrey Sachs, a professor at 
Columbia University, told the Tehran 
Times.

“Netanyahu made a typical lie 
and slur by insinuating that Iran is 
behind the American protests. Decent 
Americans, with ethical values against 
genocide, are the real protestors. They 
include Jews, Christians, Muslims, and 
others,” he added. 

Iran, Gaza, and Netanyahu’s 
wishful thinking

The only aspects of Netanyahu’s 
speech that deviated from outright lies 
and attempts to portray Israel as the 
victim were his pronouncements about 
his plans for a post-war Gaza and his 
vision for the “broader Middle East.”

After vowing “full victory” in Gaza, 
Netanyahu said that once Israel 
has defeated Hamas, it would be 
seizing full control over the enclave 
to “prevent the resurgence of terror” 
and to ensure that “Gaza never again 
poses a threat to Israel.”

Analysts and observers are 
already questioning the feasibility of 
Netanyahu’s plans, pointing out the 
impracticality of Israel maintaining a 
large military presence in Gaza.

“This is not a new proposal. Israel 
has previously attempted to maintain 
a military presence in Gaza, but 
eventually had to withdraw forces in 

2005 because their vision was not 
attainable,” explained Ali Samadzadeh, 
an expert and researcher working on 
West Asian affairs. “The significant 
advancements in the capabilities of 
Resistance forces, coupled with the 
Israeli military’s extreme fatigue after 
only 10 months of fighting in Gaza, 
drastically reduce the probability of a 
successful military re-occupation of 
the enclave.”

Samadzadeh added that any re-
occupation of Gaza would only deepen 
crises inside the Israeli military 
and society instead of weakening 
Resistance factions. “Various reports 
show that over 15,000 Israeli soldiers 
have been wounded in Gaza. The 
regime’s military is so short-staffed 
that it’s had to draft Haredis. The 
economic and social woes of Israel 
would only exasperate as well if 
it were to re-establish a military 
presence in the enclave.”

Orthodox Haredi Jews, who 
Netanyahu relies on to maintain his 
government, have traditionally been 
exempt from military service. Israel’s 
supreme court ordered that Haredis 
be drafted in June, despite strong 
opposition from the ruling coalition. 
The decision came after a substantial 
number of Israeli reservists who said 
they had been called up multiple 
times in the past months protested 
the exemption of orthodox Jews from 
serving in the Israeli military. 

In his speech, Netanyahu talked 
of another plan that’s also believed 

to be impracticable: the formation 
of a regional alliance to tackle the 
“growing Iranian threat.”

“All countries that are at peace 
with Israel and all those countries 
who will make peace with Israel 
should be invited to join this alliance. 
We saw a glimpse of that potential 
alliance on April 14th. Led by the 
United States, more than half a dozen 
nations worked alongside Israel to 
help neutralize hundreds of missiles 
and drones launched by Iran against 
us,” he said. 

Netanyahu seemed to be speaking 
of a plan that’s already been discussed 
by regional forces. According to 
reports, the Israeli military’s Chief 
of Staff Herzi Halevi met with senior 
generals from several Arab countries 
in Bahrain, under the auspices of 
U.S. CENTCOM back in June. Military 
officials from Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
and Egypt allegedly participated in 
the meeting. 

No official statements or 
announcements have been made 
about the agenda of the Manama 
session, but analysts believe Iran 
was most probably one of the topics 
brought up by Israel and the United 
States. 

“The idea of a regional alliance 
against Iran is not new either. 
Washington has been considering an 
‘Arab NATO’ with Israeli participation 
for some time. However, both Israel and 
the U.S. should remember that Arab 
countries initially supported this pact 
because they saw Israel as the region’s 
military powerhouse. Following the 
events of October 7 and Operation True 
Promise, their confidence in that notion 
has undoubtedly waned,” Samadzadeh 
noted. 

The expert predicted that even 
if a regional alliance against Iran is 
formed, Arab countries will demand 
more concessions and scale back their 
involvement. “Such an alliance will be 
unsustainable in the long term.” 

Goalball aim for 2024 
Paralympics medal, 
coach says 
TEHRAN – Iran men’s goalball head coach 

Bahman Doosti Vala is optimistic about their 
chance of winning a medal in the 2024 Paralympic 
Games.

Iran have been drawn in Pool A along with hosts 
France, the U.S. and Brazil. Team Melli will start 
the campaign on Aug. 30 with a match against 
France.

Pool B consists of Egypt, Ukraine, Japan and 
China.

Iran will compete in the Games after 12 years 
since the team were absent in Rio and Tokyo 
Paralympics.

“As you know, we will play in the Paralympic 
Games after 12 years and are determined to 
make history in the competition. We are capable 
of winning a medal in Paris,” Doosti said in an 
exclusive interview with Tehran Times.

“There are eight participants in the Games and 
the top four teams will qualify for the semifinals. 
First, we want to be among them. Then, we can 
even advance to the final, why not?”

“The National Team held a training camp in 
Ankara and we played powerhouses Turkey four 
times and emerged victorious in all warm-up 
matches. We are well-prepared for the 2024 
Paralympic Games,” he added. 

Iran’s men’s blind football made history in the 
2016 Paralympic Games in Rio. Doosti believes 
that the blind football are their role model.

“We want to make splash in Paris and I trust 
my team. It will be a great honor for us to make 
our nation happy, that’s why we will be there. The 
blind football won a silver medal in Rio and we also 
want to qualify for the final,” Doosti concluded. 

The Paris 2024 Paralympic Games will take 
place from Aug. 28 Sept. 8 and will see more than 
4,000 athletes from around the world competing 
in 549 medal events.

Kevin Boli signs 
for Esteghlal 
Khuzestan
TEHRAN – French defender Kevin Gnonher Boli 

joined Iranian football club Esteghlal Khuzestan 
on Wednesday.

After starting his professional career with 
Sedan in the French second division, he moved 
to Belgian side Mouscron-Péruwelz in 2013. 
Boli changed countries again after two seasons, 
signing for Viitorul Constan?a in Romania, 
where he helped to a national title, before being 
transferred to CFR Cluj.

Born in France, Boli represented Ivory Coast 
at under-20 level.Esteghlal Khuzestan will be 
headed by Montenegrin coach Miodrag “Grof” 
Bozovic.

Persepolis defender 
Hassan joins  
Al-Wakrah
TEHRAN – Persepolis’ Qatari defender 

Abdelkarim Hassan joined Al-Wakrah.

He has penned a three-year deal with the 
Qatari club. 

The 30-year-old left-back joined Persepolis in 
January on an 18-month deal but left the team 
after six months. He helped Persepolis win the 
2023-24 Iran Professional League (IPL).

Hassan will join his team in training camp in 
Malaga, Spain. 

Archer Fallah to 
face Nguyet in 
2024 Olympics
TEHRAN – Iranian female archer Mobina Fallah 

will meet Vietnamese opponent Do Thi Anh 
Nguyet in her first match in the 2024 Olympic 
Games.

The ranking round was held on Thursday and 
Fallah will play Nguyet on July 3.

Fallah is the only Iranian archer in the Games.

The women’s individual archery event is one of 
five archery events at the 2024 Summer Olympics. 
It will be held at Les Invalides.

There were 64 competitors from 40 nations, 
with nations having either 1 or 3 archers.

Iran 5th at 2024 
Asian Junior 
Handball
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Kuwait 29-28 

Wednesday night and finished in fifth place in 
the 18th edition of Asian Men Junior Handball 
Championship.

The 18th Asian Men’s Junior (U21) Handball 
Championship will run until July 27 in Amman, 
Jordan.

The championship serves as a qualifying event 
for the 25th IHF Men’s Junior (U-21) Handball 
World Championship in Poland, slated for June 
and July 2025. The top four teams in the ongoing 
competition will secure qualification spots for the 
World Championship.

Iran defeat Qatar 
at 2024 Asian U20 
Volleyball
TEHRAN – Iran defeated Qatar 3-0 (25-11, 25-

10, 25-11) in the 2024 Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball 
Championship on Thursday.

Iran have previously defeated China and 
Chinese Taipei in Pool B.

Iran are the most decorated team in the 
competitor, winning the gold seven times.

The 2024 Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball 
Championship is be the 22nd edition of the Asian 
Men’s U20 Volleyball Championship, a biennial 
international volleyball tournament organized 
by the Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC) with 
Indonesian Volleyball Federation (PBVSI).

Pool A consists of hosts Indonesia, Saudi 
Arabia, Hong Kong and Australia.

Pool C consists of India, Japan, Bangladesh and 
Kuwait and South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam and 
Kazakhstan are in Pool D.

The tournament takes place in Surabaya, 
Indonesia from July 23 to 30.

Azmoun switches 
from Leverkusen to 
Dubai
TEHRAN - Bayer Leverkusen have reportedly 

found a buyer for striker Sardar Azmoun.

The Iranian is set to join Shabab Al-Ahli in Dubai, 
according to reports from “Bild” and “Kicker”. 

The Bundesligist is said to receive six million 
Euros plus bonuses. FC Sevilla were also 
reportedly interested in the 29-year-old.

Azmoun was recently unable to participate in 
training with the team under trainer Xabi Alonso 
and had to train individually. He missed the 
first public training session in preparation and 
reported in late.

The 29-year-old was on loan to AS Roma in the 
previous season. He joined Bayer Leverkusen from 
Zenit St. Petersburg in early 2022. In 32 Bundesliga 
matches, he scored five goals. Azmoun still has a 
contract with Leverkusen until 2027.

Taftian meets IOC 
President Bach
TEHRAN – Iranian sprinter Hassan Taftian met 

president of International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) Thomas Bach in the Olympic Village.

Taftian, who is going to make splash in the 
2024 Olympic Games, took a photo with Bach.

He has previously represented Iran at the 
2016 and 2020 Olympics, but has yet to win any 
silverware. In Paris, Taftian is determined to do 
his best despite knowing there is a difficult task 
ahead of him.

The men’s 100 meters at the 2024 Summer 
Olympics is scheduled to be held in four rounds 
at the Stade de France in Paris, France, on Aug. 3 
and 4. This will be the 30th time that the men’s 
100 meters is contested at the Summer Olympics.
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From page 1   According to the official, the 
purpose of Iran Agrofood exhibition in Turk-
menistan is to showcase the Islamic repub-
lic’s capabilities in the food and agricultural 
sector and also to show Iran’s ability in pro-
ducing industrial and agricultural machinery.

Referring to Iran’s ability to produce food 
products in the region, he pointed out: “Iran 
has the ability to produce and supply food to 
the region, and this is also mentioned in the 
Seventh National Development Plan. It seems 
that if the export obstacles are removed, the 
realization of the goals of the national devel-
opment plan is not far from reach.”

Further in the event, Godari presented a 
report on Iran’s export products to Turkmen-
istan and said: “80 percent of Iran’s export 
goods to Turkmenistan are mineral sand in-
dustrial products, and the other 20 percent 
are agricultural and petrochemical products.”

Back in June, Godari had announced that 
the trade of food and agricultural products 
between Iran and Turkmenistan increased by 
35 percent in the first two months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 20-May 21).

According to Godari, the trade between the 
two countries has been following an upward 
trend over the past two years.

Earlier in November 2023, TPO Head Mehdi 
Zeyghami announced the beginning of draft-
ing a comprehensive economic cooperation 
document between the Islamic Republic and 
Turkmenistan.

Referring to the holding of the 17th 
Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Economic Commit-
tee meeting in Ashgabat and the visit of the 
Iranian delegation to Turkmenistan, Zeygha-
mi said: “This trip was very fruitful because 
the minister of foreign affairs of Turkmeni-
stan and the Iranian head of the joint com-
mittee are working to create a comprehen-
sive economic and trade document between 
the two countries.”

The official said the Islamic Republic was 
going to dispatch a commercial attaché to 
Turkmenistan in the current Iranian calendar 
year (ends in late March 2025) to pursue the 
drafting of the mentioned document.

Saying that last year $500 million of trade 
exchange was done between Iran and Turk-
menistan, the official noted: “This year we 
will witness the same amount of trade be-
tween the two countries, and according to 
the agreements made, there is a possibility 
of significant growth in trade exchange.”

He further referred to Turkmenistan’s in-
terest in participating in Iran’s specialized 
exhibitions, saying: “The two countries have 
good interactions in the field of construction 
materials and technical and engineering ser-
vices, but there is no extensive interaction 
in other specialized fields such as industrial 
machinery, knowledge-based industries, and 
medical equipment, and the visit of Turkmen 
companies to Iranian exhibitions will create 
the opportunity for such interactions.”

TEHRAN - Iran exported about 
2.226 million tons of agricultural 
products valued at $1.18 billion in 
the first four months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 
20-July 21), registering an in-
crease of 32 percent in value year 
on year.

According to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA), the exports of 
the mentioned products also 
increased 22 percent in terms of 
weight, IRNA reported.

As reported, pistachio was the 
top exported item in the men-
tioned period with $237 million 
of exports, a 193 percent increase 
compared to the previous year.

The country’s non-oil trade 
reached $36 billion in the first 
four months of this year. Out of 
the country’s total foreign trade, 
$17.5 billion was the share of ex-
ports and $18.5 billion was for 
the imports.

Based on the data released by 
the IRICA, the Islamic Republic 
exported $1.027 billion of ag-
ricultural products in the first 

three months of the current Ira-
nian year (March 20-June 21), an 
increase of 37 percent in value 
year on year.

The exports of the mentioned 
products also rose by 19 percent 
in terms of weight in the said 
three months.

Pistachios, tomatoes, water-
melons, apples and potatoes 
were the top exported products 
in the mentioned period.

The value of Iran’s exports of 

agricultural and foodstuff prod-
ucts increased by 22.5 percent 
in the previous Iranian calendar 
year (ended on March 19), the 
spokesman of the International 
Relations and Trade Develop-
ment Committee of Iran’s House 
of Industry, Mining and Trade 
said.

According to the Spokesman 
of the International Relations 
and Trade Development Commit-
tee of Iran’s House of Industry, 
Mining and Trade Ruhollah Latifi, 

Iranian producers managed to 
export about $6.3 billion worth 
of the mentioned products in the 
said year.

As reported, agro-food prod-
ucts accounted for 12.8 percent 
of the country’s total non-oil ex-
ports in the previous year.

Iraq was the top destination 
for Iran’s agro-food products in 
the mentioned year importing 
$1.986 billion worth of the said 
items. The Arab neighbor ac-
counted for 31.5 percent of the 
total exports of food and agricul-
tural products from Iran.

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) stood in second place, 
importing $751 million of the 
mentioned products, followed by 
Russia with $521.5 million.

The value of Iran’s total foreign 
trade including oil and technical 
engineering services reached 
$153.17.8 billion in the last Iranian 
calendar year.

TEHRAN – The head of Iran’s Securities and 
Exchange Organization (SEO) has said that 
the capital of the companies active in the 
stock market increased by 5.0 quadrillion ri-
als (about $10 billion) in the previous Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 19).

According to Majid Eshqi, the capital of 
listed companies increased from 15 quadril-
lion rials (about $30 billion) two years ago to 
20 quadrillion rials (about $40 billion) in the 
previous year, IRNA reported.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the 
Economy Ministry’s Production Financing 
Facilitation Center in Tehran on Tuesday, 
he expressed hope that by formulating the 
necessary guidelines and setting up the in-
stitutions that are seen in the production fi-
nancing law, the government will be able to 
address the issue of capital formation, which 
is one of the serious challenges of the econ-
omy.”

Back in June, Iranian Finance and Econom-
ic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi said fi-
nancing through the stock market in Iran 
increased by 100 percent in the previous Ira-
nian calendar year.

According to Khandouzi, the stock market 
supplied 500 billion rials (about $1.0 million) 
of capital for funding various projects in the 
previous year, while the figure was 250 billion 
rials (about $500,000) a year earlier.

Eshqi had said in June 2023 that attracting 
capital for the companies active in the stock 
market is a priority of the organization which 
is being seriously pursued.

“Funding through the capital market 
should be facilitated and achieved in a short 
period of time,” Eshqi stressed.

According to the SEO head, development of 
IT infrastructure is also considered one of the 
priorities of the stock exchange organization.

“We will have serious improvements in the 
transaction system and follow-up process-
es,” he noted.

Later in January 2024, the deputy governor 
of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) stressed the 
need for diverse financing tools in the coun-
try, noting that such tools are currently being 
provided by the stock market.

“To reduce the speculative and profit-seek-
ing activities of dealers in the country, financ-

ing tools should be diversified,” Mohammad 
Shirijian said.

“The capital market is an institution that 
directs capital to production in an efficient 
manner. Now, to accelerate the process of 
resource transfer and high productivity, the 
financing should be directed to the enter-
prises,” the official explained.

Shirijian called on the government and 
the parliament to pay more attention to the 
stock market, saying: “If the government and 
parliament pay more attention to the capital 
market, we will see the withdrawal of re-
sources from non-productive markets and 
the reduction of the bubble in other parallel 
markets (such as currency, coins, gold, hous-
ing, and cars).”

Regarding the important ways to secure 
financial resources in the stock market, Shiri-
jian said: “Sukuk bonds and investment funds 
are among the most important financing 
tools of the capital market because they are 
designed based on the needs and risk-taking 
levels of enterprises and individuals.”

According to the official, the capital market 
could be very suitable for long-term financ-
ing of construction projects and with proper 
implementation; such funding will lead to 
sustainable economic growth and develop-
ment.

TEHRAN- Iran exported over 100,000 tons 
of medicinal plants in the past Iranian calen-
dar year (ended on March 19), Hossein Zeyna-
li, the director of Agriculture Ministry’s me-
dicinal plants national plan, announced.

He said the Office of Medicinal Plants 
has registered more than 60 tariff codes in 
the last three years in order to monitor the 
amount of export and even import of medic-
inal plants by intercepting these tariff codes 
on the customs website.

According to Tarahom Behzad, the direc-
tor-general of the pasture affairs office of 
Natural Resources and Watershed Manage-
ment Organization, 14 natural climates are 
known in the world, of which there are about 
11 climates in Iran, and it is the breeding 
ground of all kinds of medicinal plants.

So far, about 8,600 plant species have been 
identified in Iran, of which 2,300 species are 
medicinal and are directly used in the field of 
medicine, health and food supplements, the 
official added.

He said benefitting from a special climate 
and the area of about six million hectares of 
medicinal plant habitats is a very suitable 
opportunity for Iran for proper exploitation, 
more serious entry into the field of process-
ing, creating employment, more specialized 
exports in the field of processed products, 
and earning foreign currency.

Although, problems such as not allocating 
an independent line of credit for the protec-
tion and modification of medicinal plants and 
boosting production of these plant, and the 
lack of necessary and expert personnel have 

caused the valuable and hidden capacities 
of this field to remain stagnant, the official 
lamented.

According to the published statistics, 
400,000 people are working in the produc-
tion of medicinal plants in Iran.

Also, 32,000 people are working in packag-
ing of these plants.

As stated by an official with the Ministry of 
Health, Iran holds some 40 percent share of 
the market for medicinal plants in the neigh-
boring countries.

“A large volume of pharmaceuticals, sup-
plements, food products, and beverages are 
exported to Iraq, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia, 
and Afghanistan,” IRNA quoted Hamidreza 
Banafsheh as saying in late October, 2023.

Iran is among the leading countries in the 
field of medicine and health technology, sup-
plying 98 percent of pharmaceutical items to 
the domestic market, the official noted.

“Nearly 450 out of 1,400 knowledge-based 
companies are active in the field of herbal 
medicines, biotechnology, and food indus-
tries.”

He went on to say that the National Insti-
tute for Medical Research Development aims 
at expanding exports of medicinal products.

Since most of the raw materials for the 
production of herbal medicines are native to 
the country, these products can internation-
ally compete with those of the other coun-
tries, he added.

Besides, some 15 to 20 percent of Iran’s 
herbal medicines are unique in the world. 

Iran has the capacity to introduce new herbal 
medicines to the world, he highlighted.

Producing and commercializing pharma-
ceutical plants are the best ways to introduce 
the rich resources of herbal medicines which, 
in addition to making foreign currency reve-
nues for the country, will lead to the scientific 
authority of Iran in this field, he concluded.

According to the chairman of the Union 
of Medicinal Plants Exporters of Iran, the 
country’s export of medicinal plants can be 
increased through compliance more with the 
world standards.

Mohammad-Ali Rezaei Kamal-Abad stated 
that world standards are increasing due to 
the health-oriented consumption of herbal 
products, and failure to comply with these 
standards will lead to the return or destruc-
tion of these products.

“In the past years, poisons have entered 
the country, which are not only not used in 
other countries, but have also caused water 
and soil pollution in our country”, he lament-
ed.

Referring to the importance of agricultur-
al product export standardization, he added: 
“Standardization is done in our country, but 
this standardization is not up-to-date. With 
the coordination of ministries, expenditure 
and updating of information can help to stan-
dardize agricultural products and develop 
the export of these products”, he commented.

He said that having more than 11 climates 
out of 13 climates, Iran has 8,000 varieties 
of medicinal plants, which is at least twice as 
much as Europe.

TEHRAN – Iran’s wheat production is ex-
pected to reach 15 million tons in the current 
crop year (September 2023-2024), an official 
with the Agriculture Ministry said.

According to Alireza Mohajer, the deputy 
Agriculture Minister for cultivation affairs, 
the government has purchased 9.5 million 
tons of wheat from farmers since the begin-
ning of the current Iranian year (March 20) up 
to July 24, 15 percent more than the figure for 
the previous year’s same period.

Putting the country’s annual need for 
wheat at 11.5 million tons, the official said 
considering the current trend of produc-
tion, the country will be self-sufficient in the 
wheat production.

Considered a staple in Iran, wheat is pur-
chased every crop year by the government to 
build up its reserves and supply the market 
over time.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in a recent report said Iran produced 
more than 21 million tons of grain in the 2023 
Crop Year to hold the fourth largest grain re-
serves in Asia.

In the report dubbed “Outlook of Food 

Products and Situation”, FAO put the total 
volume of grain produced in Iran in 2023 at 
21.1 million tons, showing a more than two 
percent hike compared to a year earlier.

According to this report, Iran produced over 
13 million tons of wheat in 2022 and 13.5 mil-
lion tons in 2023.

FAO put Iran’s total cereal stocks at 12.1 mil-
lion tons in the previous year, noting that the 
stocks increased by 100,000 tons compared 
to the previous year.

Back in May 2023, FAO released a report in 
which Iran was ranked 43rd in the world in 
terms of food imports despite being the 17th 
most populous country in the world.

The UN entity’s statistics show that indus-
trialized countries were the largest importers 
of food products in the world.

According to the organization, Iran current-
ly stands among the world’s top producers of 
agricultural products.

China is ranked first in the world in terms of 
grain reserves with 399 million tons of grains, 
followed by India with 64 million tons of grain 
reserves and Turkey with 12.7 million tons re-
spectively.

TEHRAN- As announced by the director 
general of the Iranian Ministry of Agricul-
ture’s Office of Quality Improvement, Pro-
cessing, and Aquatic Market, the country im-
ported 13,972 tons of foods to breed fishery 
during the first quarter of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20-June 20).

Abbas Mokhtari put the value of the im-
ported fish food at $37.9 million.

According to the official, the value of Iran’s 
fishery export increased by over 30 percent 
during the first quarter of this Iranian calen-
dar year, as compared to the same period of 
time in the past year.

Mokhtari said that the country exported 
73,369 tons of fishery valued at $121.4 mil-
lion in the first quarter of this year, while the 
figure was 52,282 tons worth $93.1 million in 
the same time span of the past year.

The official also announced that the quar-
terly fishery export indicates over 40 percent 

rise in terms of weight year on year.

As previously announced by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), Iran’s fishery exports in the last Iranian 
calendar year (ended on March 19) increased 
by three percent and exceeded $310 million.

The IRICA said the weight of exported fish-
ery products in the last Iranian fiscal year 
was 149,000 metric tons, which shows a 12 
percent increase compared to the previous 
year.

During the last Iranian fiscal year, shrimp 
exports also reached $98.5 million, account-
ing for 32 percent of the total export value 
among Iran’s fishery products.

Russia, the United Arab Emirates, and Chi-
na were the main destinations for Iran’s ex-
ported shrimp during the mentioned period, 
showing a decrease of 26 percent in terms of 
value compared to the previous year.
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TPO holds seminar on Iran-Turkmenistan 
trade opportunities

Export of agricultural products 
up 32% in 4 months yr/yr

Capital of companies active in stock market rises  
by $10b in a year

Over 100,000 tons of medicinal plants exported in a year

Annual wheat production expected to 
reach 15m tons 

Nearly 14,000 tons of fish food imported 
in a quarter



From page 1   regards to Is-
raeli crimes in Gaza, more than 
16,000 Palestinian children are 
among those who have been 
slaughtered by the Israeli army 
since October 7, that’s accord-
ing to Gaza’s government media 
office.  Undoubtedly, nothing is 
more synonymous with barba-
rism than killing innocent and 
defenseless kids.

Israeli heritage minister Ami-
hai Eliyahu also called for drop-
ping a nuclear bomb in the be-
sieged territory in November last 
year.  What is more outrageous 
than threatening to target civil-
ians with nuclear weapons in a 
tiny territory?

Bending the truth
As Bibi kept lying through his 

teeth, he accused Hamas fight-
ers of “butchering” Israelis and 
foreigners as well as “raping 
women, beheading men and 
burning babies alive” during Op-
eration Al-Aqsa Storm. 

But, the premier failed to pro-
vide any evidence to back up his 
claims. 

More than 1,100 people were 
killed and about 250 others 
were taken captive when Hamas 
conducted the surprise military 
operation in southern Israel on 
October 7.

Israel stands accused of killing 
some of the captives in confron-
tations with Hamas during the 
operations. A significant number 
of captives who have been held in 
Gaza have also fallen victim to Is-
raeli strikes on the territory. 

Netanyahu’s allegations 
against the Palestinian resis-
tance are only aimed at diverting 
attention away from his army’s 
genocidal campaign in Gaza and 
justifying the onslaught. 

Transparent lies
Netanyahu flatly rejected the 

massacres of Palestinians in Ra-
fah since the Israeli army carried 
out a ground incursion into Ga-
za’s southernmost city in early 
May. 

Israel has perpetrated several 
massacres in Rafah. At least 45 
Palestinians including 23 women 
and children were killed in Israe-
li airstrikes on a camp housing 
displaced people near the city on 
May 27. 

Smearing ICC
Netanyahu did not miss the 

chance in Congress to launch 
propaganda against the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) which 
has requested arrest warrants 
against him and his war minister 
Yoav Gallant for committing war 
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity in the Gaza Strip. 

He lashed out at the ICC for 
accusing Israel of “deliberately 
targeting civilians”.

The Israeli premier said, “The 
prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court has shameful-
ly accused Israel of deliberately 
starving the people of Gaza. This 
is utter complete nonsense. It’s 
a complete fabrication. Israel 
has enabled more than 40,000 
aid trucks to enter Gaza. That’s 
half a million tons of food, and 
that’s more than 3,000 calories 
for every man, woman and child 
in Gaza.”

Israel has committed massa-
cres even in the so-called “safe 
zones” that it has ordered Pales-
tinian civilians to evacuate to.

In a single case, the Israel army 
killed at least 274 Palestinians 
in a raid on the Nuseirat refugee 
camp on June 8 which sparked 
global outrage. 

Israel has also largely restrict-
ed the entry of food, water, med-
icines and other essentials to 
Gaza. Last month, UN experts 
declared that famine had spread 
throughout Gaza.

Netanyahu’s lifeline  

The premier has rejected 
growing calls to stop the Israeli 
war machine in Gaza. 

Hamas has stressed in nu-
merous occasions that it would 
agree to a ceasefire if Israel ends 
the war and withdraws its troops 
from Gaza.

But while addressing Con-
gress, Netanyahu tried to blame 
Hamas.

“The war in Gaza could end 
tomorrow if Hamas surrenders, 
disarms and returns all the hos-
tages. But if they don’t, Israel will 
fight until we destroy Hamas’ 
military capabilities and its rule 
in Gaza and bring all our hostag-
es home. That’s what total victo-
ry means, and we will settle for 
nothing less,” he said. 

Netanyahu has repeatedly 
vowed to continue the Gaza war 
until “destroying” the Hamas re-
sistance group. 

But the Israeli military’s in-
telligence and the US intelli-
gence community have con-
cluded that the Netanyahu 
regime will remain unable to 
eliminate Hamas. 

The Israeli military spokesman 
also warned last month that Bi-
bi’s dream will remain elusive.  

“This business of destroying 
Hamas, making Hamas disap-
pear — it’s simply throwing sand 
in the eyes of the public,” Rear 
Admiral Daniel Hagari said. 

He added, “Hamas is an idea, 
Hamas is a party. It’s rooted in 
the hearts of the people — any-
one who thinks we can eliminate 
Hamas is wrong.” 

The continuation of the Gaza 
war provides Netanyahu with a 
lifeline. This is because as soon 
as the onslaught ends, he will 
have to be held accountable for 
his regime’s failure to prevent 
the Hamas’ October 7 military 
operation. 

That is why when he talks 
about a truce in Gaza he is just 
blowing smoke to keep himself 
in power. 

As bold as brass

Since its establishment in 
1948, Israel began to displace 
Palestinians. It forced them to 
leave their homes. 

The regime has occupied Pal-
estinian lands and expanded its 
settlements, which are illegal 
under international law. 

But Netanyahu claims owner-
ship of Palestinian properties. 

“They call Israel a colonialist 
state…. For nearly four thousand 
years, the land of Israel has been 
the homeland of the Jewish peo-
ple. It’s always been our home; it 
will always be our home,” he said 
in Congress. 

If Israel allowed a referendum 
in the occupied territories, peo-
ple in Palestine including, Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews would 
disgrace the Zionist entity. 

Israel does not represent Jews. 
It is only a bogus and apartheid 
regime whose existence depends 
on bloodshed. 

Antisemitism allegations 

Netanyahu also vented his 
anger at protests in the United 
States against Israel’s war of 
genocide. 

He accused protesters of pro-
moting antisemitism.

 But protesters say his claims 
are wrong. 

US cities have been the scene 
of demonstrations since the ear-
ly days of the Gaza war. 

Protests against Israel’s war 
on Gaza erupted on college cam-
puses across the US and around 
the world in April. 

Students have called on their 
universities to disclose their in-
vestments and withdraw any 
funds from weapons manufac-
turers and firms involved with 
the Israeli military.

Many of the protesters who 
are Jews have flatly rejected ac-
cusations of antisemitism. 

Netanyahu has also accused 
Iran of funding protests in the US 
without providing any evidence.

Experts believe such demon-
strations in the US have thrown 
a spotlight on the generational 
divide about Israel. 

 From page 1   cholera and polio; and it has 
displaced the entire population of Gaza sev-
eral times over. By any measure these are war 
crimes, if not genocide, pure and simple. The 
civilian casualties are unacceptable as con-
firmed by American generals such as Petrae-
us and by some politicians, even by President 
Biden, an avowed Zionist. While Gaza has 
witnessed the most visible terror inflicted on 
Palestinians, less reported is the slaughter, 
torture, displacement and imprisonment of 
Palestinians in the West Bank, where Israeli 
settlers, who are deemed illegal settlers by 
the United Nations, have been engaged in a 
government-sanctioned rampage of ethnic 
cleansing and torture.

All this in self-defense? All this to eradi-
cate Hamas? Knowing full well that the idea 
behind Hamas cannot be eradicated by death 
and destruction? 

Israel’s atrocities have been enabled by the 
United States of America. American bombs, 
planes, intelligence, money and political sup-
port around the world, especially at the UN 
Security Council and, most egregious, threats 
to the International Court of Justice and the 
International Criminal Court. While America 
tries hard to distance itself with words from 
Israeli war crimes, it continues its multidi-
mensional support of Israel with bombs and 
money and other aid to Israel, a country that 
is richer than France, while Americans at 
home suffer from lack of food, medicine and 
housing. As Israel blames all Gazans for Octo-

ber 7 to justify its “collective punishment,” we 
Americans must begin to look in the mirror 
and process the undeniable fact that America 
has been Israel’s enabler in chief and if collec-
tive punishment means anything, we Ameri-
cans are guilty for not demanding a heavier 
dose of humanity from our presidents and 
lawmakers in the conduct of U.S. foreign pol-
icy toward Palestinians. 

The cherry on top of our national unadul-
terated homage to Israel was the recent in-
vitation to its leader, Netanyahu, to address 
a joint session of the U.S. House and Senate, 
an honor that has been extended to him more 
times (4) than to any other foreign leader! 
Netanyahu is the person for whom the Chief 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Court is seeking an arrest warrant for war 
crimes. Netanyahu is also being pursued by 
South Africa for genocide at the Internation-
al Court of Justice. Netanyahu’s address on 
July 24 was reportedly skipped by about 50 
percent of Democrats, including some “stars” 
of the Senate and House on the Democratic 
side—former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate 
Majority Whip Dick Durbin (Ill.), Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore Patty Murray (Wash.), Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(Mass.), Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) 
and Rep. Ro Khanna (Calif.), while Vice-Pres-
ident Harris excused herself due to a prior 
commitment. Numerous liberal lawmakers 
have criticized Israel’s Gaza war and called for 
Hamas to release Israeli hostages, yet there 
was invariably no mention of the thousands 

of Palestinians, with many hundreds since 
October 7, that have been jailed, most with-
out even being charged with anything. While 
pro-Palestinian comments by U.S. lawmak-
ers and government officials are okay, when 
it comes to critical votes authorizing weap-
ons (including 2,000-pound bombs that kill 
indiscriminately and outlawed cluster muni-
tions) and money for Israel, our lawmakers 
seem to be all in with Israel!

Netanyahu did not disappoint with an ad-
dress peppered with lies. We gave him an 
international forum to criticize American 
lawmakers and demean ordinary Americans 
exercising their basic rights of protest. He 
proclaimed that Israel and America “must 
stand together,” as he lied about civilian 
deaths in Gaza and hoped we would forget 
Israel’s attack on USS Liberty in 1967 killing 
34 American sailors and injuring another 171, 
Israel’s refusal to support us at the United 
Nations Security Council against Russia’s 
aggression or to supply Ukraine with emer-
gency air defense systems that we request-
ed. And yet in the aftermath of his speech, 
the Zionist lobby dared to attack the sitting 
Vice-President and presidential candidate of 
the United States for not attending the war 
criminal’s speech, that her absence “was not 
a way to treat an ally.” 

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)

US medical 
workers: 
Gaza children 
‘deliberately’ shot 
A group of 45 American doctors and nurses 

who have experience working in Gaza since 
October have written a letter to US President 
Joe Biden, First Lady Jill Biden and Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris recounting “the massive 
human toll from Israel’s attack” on the terri-
tory, Al Jazeera reported.  

The multi-faith, multiethnic group said 
their experience in the warzone made them 
“uniquely positioned” to comment as the US 
considered its continued support for Israel’s 
war on Gaza. 

“It is likely that the death toll from this 
conflict is already greater than 92,000, an 
astonishing 4.2% of Gaza’s population,” they 
write, adding that every signatory to the joint 
letter had treated Palestinian children who 
“must have been deliberately” targeted for 
attack. 

“Every one of us on a daily basis treated 
pre-teen children who were shot in the head 
and chest,” they wrote. 

With a few exceptions, “everyone in Gaza is 
sick, injured, or both”, they added. 

 

Yemenis rally in 
Sanaa in support 
of Gaza 
Thousands of Yemenis gathered in Yemen’s 

capital in solidarity with Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Protesters held up Palestinian and Yemeni 
flags and chanted slogans against the United 
States and Israel. 

The Yemeni army has launched missiles 
and drones at Israel in response to Israel’s 
assault on Gaza. 

Israel says the Ansarullah movement has 
launched 200 attacks against it since the 
war began. 

A Yemeni drone attack on July 19 hit Tel 
Aviv, killing one person and injuring several 
others.  

UK dropping its 
objection to ICC 
arrest warrant for 
Netanyahu 
 

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer will 
drop the UK’s objection to an arrest warrant 
being issued by the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) for Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, saying it was a matter for the 
court. 

The announcement, made by a spokes-
person for the new prime minister on Friday, 
overturns the previous government’s objec-
tion to the ICC prosecutor’s application for a 
warrant for Netanyahu and his war minister, 
Yoav Gallant. 

“On the ICC submission... I can confirm the 
government will not be pursuing (the pro-
posal) in line with our long-standing position 
that this is a matter for the court to decide 
on,” the spokesperson told reporters. 

Sources within the Labour Party told Mid-
dle East Eye about the plans on Thursday, 
along with intentions to restrict arms sales 
to Israel over its war on Gaza. 

The International Centre of Justice for Pal-
estinians (ICJP) said it was a “relief” to see 
the objection being dropped.

  From page 1   Another protester said, “For 
Congress to receive someone like Netanyahu, 
a war criminal, is shameful and unlawful, 
considering that they are hiding someone 
who is an outlaw.”

“He is supposed to be arrested and not al-
lowed to give a speech,” the protester added.

One of the main demands of the activists 
was a call for U.S. politicians to stop military 
aid to the Israeli occupation forces, which 
they argue will deplete the Israeli military’s 
arms caches that are being used to bombard 
the Gaza Strip. 

Other demonstrators hoisted Palestinian 
flags outside Washington’s Union Station, 
while images circulated of pro-Palestine 
demonstrators burning a U.S. flag alongside 
an effigy of Netanyahu. 

U.S. Capitol police made a number of ar-
rests and used chemical irritants, including 
pepper spray, against the protesters. 

“They (U.S. officials) are attempting to 
demonize the protests, and focus on one 
individual sign or some individual’s burning 
of the American flag,” the ANSWER group 
said.

Some 230 staff workers at Capitol Hill 
who remained anonymous for fear of los-
ing their jobs, from 122 offices had signed 
a letter, which was made public last week 
that urged their bosses to either protest 
or boycott the address to Congress by Ne-
tanyahu against whom the International 
Criminal Court prosecutor’s office has is-
sued an arrest warrant for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.

Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid con-
demned Netanyahu’s presence in Washing-
ton as “disgraceful”. 

In a post on social media, Lapid slammed 
Netanyahu, particularly for not taking any re-
sponsibility for his failure regarding the Oc-
tober 7 attack and for failing to accept a deal 
with the Palestinian Hamas group that would 
retrieve the Israeli captives.

In a separate post, the opposition fig-
ure said, “We heard Netanyahu speak about 
October 7 as if he has no idea who was the 
Prime Minister and who was responsible for 
the disaster.”

Pro-Palestine groups and university stu-
dents across the U.S. have for months pro-
tested against the Israeli genocide in Gaza. 

Netanyahu’s trip to Washington tapped 
into the mounting anger among the Ameri-
can public. 

As the war on the besieged enclave 
started after October 7, Americans began a 
protest movement that included marches, 
vigils and blocking bridges and roads near 
train stations and airports in multiple cit-
ies along with encampments on college 
campuses.

Feeling unwelcome in American streets, 
Netanyahu also felt popularity plummeting 
back home. 

Netanyahu’s presence in the American 
capital clashed with a new survey conducted 
by the Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI) 
that revealed a great majority of Israelis do 
not trust the Prime Minister, his government, 
and the military leadership.

The survey found that 73% of Israelis don’t 
trust their government, while 71% of Israelis 
expressed “somewhat low or very low” trust 
in Netanyahu. 

Moreover, 55% of the respondents ex-
pressed having low confidence in the occu-
pation regime’s military leadership, with 86% 
of Israelis being very concerned about the se-
curity situation in “Israel”. 

Yedidia Stern, the head of the JPPI, pointed 
out that these results indicate a “deep crisis 
of confidence between the public and the se-
curity and political leadership,” calling for a 
renewal of trust with early general elections.
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Behind Bibi’s web of deceit       
Uncovering Israeli PM’s blatant lies, outright fabrications  

during Congress speech

Unwelcome guest in the Capitol 

Mass protests meet Netanyahu’s speech to 
Congress 

Could the Gaza war morph into a Muslim-Jewish war and 
entrap the United States? 
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TEHRAN – Restoration work has com-
menced on the Muqarnas-shaped mirror-
work of a UNESCO-listed historical palace in 
downtown Tehran. 

This restoration focuses on the southern 
entrance of the Shams-ol-Emareh building 
and the adjacent room, renowned for their 
exquisite and sophisticated decorations.

According to Mehr news agency, Afrin 
Emami, the director of Golestan Palace, which 
is Tehran’s sole World Heritage site, empha-
sized the significance of the restoration proj-
ect, stating, “The mirrorwork and plaster-
work of Shams-ol-Emareh represent some 
of the most prestigious and delicate decora-
tions in the Golestan Palace. They adorn the 
entire walls and ceilings of the large royal 
balcony, the grand entrance, and the south-
ern room.”

Muqarnas is a traditional form of three-di-
mensional decoration in Islamic architecture, 
characterized by rows or tiers of niche-like 
elements that project over one another, cre-
ating a stunning geometrical framework 
with a few axes of symmetry.

Emami further explained, “The Shams-ol-
Emareh building features various geometric 
patterns, incorporating traditional Girih (a 
form of decorative patterns used in Islamic 
architecture) patterns, flat mirror panes in 
rectangular, oval, and circular shapes, and in-
tricate stucco reliefs with botanical designs.”

The current restoration covers approxi-
mately 190 square meters of mirrorwork and 

plasterwork. It follows last year’s restoration 
of the Shams-ol-Emareh balcony, which 
spanned an area of about 200 square meters, 
the official explained on Wednesday. 

“The mirrorwork, which has not undergone 
any major restoration since the palace’s in-
clusion in the UNESCO World Heritage list 
about 12 years ago, has become dirty and ac-
cumulated dust over the years, affecting its 
brilliance.”

“The mirrorwork at the southern entrance 
of Shams-ol-Emareh and the adjacent room 
is currently undergoing meticulous resto-
ration. This initiative is part of an ongoing 
effort to preserve the palace’s historical 
beauty and integrity,” Emami explained. “In 
the subsequent phase of this project, we will 
focus on the plasterwork of this section and 
the mirrorwork and plasterwork of the royal 
balcony, covering an additional area of ap-
proximately 300 square meters.”

The delicate restoration process is being 
conducted by a team of skilled traditional re-
storers and graduates in the field of cultural 

and historical object restoration. 

One of the remarkable structures of the 
Golestan Palace, Shams-ol-Emareh (“Edifice 
of the Sun”) has a central open hall and twin 
two-tiered towers on top with arched win-
dows and elaborate tilework. It is simple to 
picture Nasser al-Din Shah achieving his de-
sired view, even though it is not possible to 
climb to the top.

The palace complex once served as the 
official residence of Qajar monarchs who 
ruled Persia (Iran) between 1789 and 1925. 
It exemplifies the architectural and artis-
tic achievements of the Qajar epoch, as well 
as the introduction of European motifs and 
styles into Persian art.

Experts say it displays a remarkable mix-
ture of ancient Persian and contemporary 
European architectural styles, which char-
acterized much of Iranian art in the 19th and 
20th centuries.

Experts believe that Golestan Palace em-
bodies a successful integration of earlier 
Persian crafts and architecture with Western 
influences. Over the past two centuries, it has 
become a center of arts and architecture, a 
source of inspiration for Iranian artists and 
architects to this day.

 Currently, the complex consists of eight 
key palace structures mostly used as mu-
seums and the eponymous gardens, a green 
shared center of the complex, surrounded by 
an outer wall with gates.

By Afshin Majlesi 

TEHRAN - The internation-
al tourism scene has shown a 
remarkable recovery after the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, 
the story seems somewhat dif-
ferent when it comes to Iran. 

Apart from official statistics, 
field observations suggest that 
there has been a shift in the 
sorts of tourists visiting the Is-
lamic Republic in recent years: a 
rise in visitors from neighboring 
countries along with a sharp de-
cline in the presence of Western 
tourists. 

The change is quite evident 
even when you take a walk 
around Tehran, especially near 
historical sites like Golestan Pal-
ace, the Niavaran Complex, or 
even the Grand Bazaar, 

To have a deeper insight into 
the issue, we sat with Wali Tey-
mouri, the former deputy tour-
ism minister, for an interview on 
Thursday. 

Despite the significant time 
that has passed since the pan-
demic’s peak, Iran’s tourism 
sector has not fully rebound-
ed to its pre-COVID-19 levels. 
What is the reason? 

It is a multifaceted issue. Ac-
cording to the latest report from 
the UN Tourism, international 
tourism has almost returned to 
pre-pandemic levels globally, 
with numbers at 97% and spend-
ing at 100% of 2019 levels. Coun-
tries around us, such as Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar, 
have even surpassed these glob-
al averages. Yet, the recovery of 
Iran’s tourism industry lags by 
about 35% compared to our 2019 
figures.

 Despite our skilled workforce 
and the knowledge possessed 
by both government and private 
sector stakeholders, the most 
critical challenge we face is im-
proving our relations with tar-
get countries. Strong diplomatic 
ties can open doors for tourism, 
enabling us to catch up with and 
even surpass pre-pandemic lev-
els.

Which way do you recommend 
for enhanced tourism ties?

 The first step, we should fol-
low robust tourism diplomacy, 
which is intrinsically linked with 
the country’s official diploma-
cy. A robust diplomatic strategy 
leads to international open-
ness, fostering tourism devel-

opment and prosperity. Equally, 
increased tourism exchanges at 
the international level promote 
understanding and closeness 
between nations, and thereby 
leads to strengthened official di-
plomacy. 

If we are truly concerned about 
the growth and prosperity of 
tourism in Iran, we must choose 
greater and broader engagement 
with the world. This engagement 
is essential for opening our tour-
ism sector to international visi-
tors.

Can you give us a concrete ex-
ample? 

 There are numerous examples, 
but let’s consider Iran’s involve-
ment with UN Tourism (formerly 
known as UNWTO). In the sum-
mer of 2021, on the eve of Iran’s 
13th government, Iran was a 
member of six significant struc-
tures within the organization: 
Member of the Executive Coun-
cil for three consecutive terms; 
Vice President of the South Asia 
Commission; Vice President of 
the Committee on Affiliate Mem-
bers; Member of the Education 
Committee; Member of the Com-
mittee for Drafting the Interna-
tional Charter for the Protection 
of Tourists, Providers, and Local 
Communities; and finally, Mem-
ber of the Committee for Regu-
lation and Review of the Affiliate 
Membership Process. 

However, our membership in 
four of these positions has now 
expired. 

 How has the balance of in-
bound and outbound tourists 
changed in recent years?

 According to the statistics 
published by the Statistical Cen-

ter of Iran, we had 8,865,000 
inbound tourists in 2019, the 
year before the pandemic, and 
8,300,000 outbound tourists, 
resulting in a positive tourism 
exchange balance. In 2018, the 
numbers were also favorable, 
with 7,800,000 inbound and 
7,250,000 outbound tourists, 
again resulting in a positive bal-
ance. 

However, the landscape has 
shifted dramatically in 2023, 
with only 6,382,755 inbound 
tourists compared to a signifi-
cant 14,646,776 outbound tour-
ists. This created a negative 
tourism balance of over 8.3 mil-
lion tourists last year, which is a 
sharp contrast to the pre-pan-
demic situation.

  What measures do you pro-
pose to reverse this negative 
trend in tourism exchange?

 Reversing this trend requires 
a comprehensive strategy. First-
ly, we need to make Iran more ac-
cessible to international tourists. 
Secondly, we should enhance the 
overall tourism standards by in-
vesting in infrastructure and ser-
vices to accommodate a growing 

number of tourists. This includes 
transportation, hospitality, and 
amenities. Lastly, marketing and 
promotional efforts should be 
intensified to showcase Iran’s 
rich cultural heritage, historical 
sites, and natural landscapes. 

In your opinion, why have 
Iraqi tourists often topped the 
list in recent years?

Tourism exchanges are shaped 
by cultural and diplomatic re-
lations. In Iran, we have strong 
economic, cultural, and political 
ties with Iraq, which has led to a 
higher mutual exchange of tour-
ists between the two countries.

 Additionally, tourists might 
choose Iran as their travel des-
tination for religious pilgrimage, 
but they also take advantage of 
medical services or go sightsee-
ing in other parts of the country. 

Conversely, we have tourists 
who come to Iran primarily for 
health tourism, but after com-
pleting their medical procedures, 
they often include religious pil-
grimages and recreational travel 
in their plans.

However, in terms of spending, 
Iraqi tourists typically spend less 
in our country compared to those 
from European countries. 

 In recent years, the number 
of Afghan tourists has seen a 
significant increase according 
to available statistics. What are 
your thoughts on this matter?

 Most Afghans travel to Iran 
with work visas, which were 
not previously counted as tour-
ists. However, since 2022, the 
country’s tourism authority has 
started counting Afghans as part 
of the incoming tourist statistics.

According to global definitions, 
those who enter a country on 
work or study visas are not con-
sidered tourists. 

 Do you have any final 
thoughts on the future of Iran’s 
tourism industry?

Iran is a country with unparal-
leled cultural richness, historical 
significance, and natural beauty. 
Our potential as a global tour-
ism hub is immense. To realize 
this potential, we must focus on 
creating an open and welcoming 
atmosphere, engaging with the 
world on a broader scale. By do-
ing so, we can showcase the true 
essence of Iran and invite the 
world to experience our nation’s 
hospitality, history, and diversity. 

TEHRAN – Tens of international students 
hailing from some 50 countries, have ex-
plored Qazvin’s places of interest in a one-
day tour.

More than 200 foreign students from 48 
universities across the country, paid visits 
to touristic attractions of Qazvin on Tuesday, 
CHTN reported.

The students, who were in the city to par-
ticipate in the second Cultural-Sports Olym-
piad of Imam Khomeini International Univer-
sity, taking place from July 18 to 26, had stops 
at Safavid Garden and Historical Complex, 
Chehel Sotun Palace, and UNESCO-listed Sa’d 
al-Saltaneh Caravanserai, according to the 
report.

As the final destination of the journey, the 
visitors explored the Anthropology Museum 
of Qajar Bathhouse, immersing themselves in 
the rich culture of the historic city.

Situated some 150 km northwest of Teh-
ran, Qazvin was the capital of the Safavid 
Empire for over forty years (1555–1598 CE) 
and is nowadays known as the calligraphy 
capital of Iran.

Moreover, the province is a major tourist 
destination with a wonderfully restored car-
avanserai-turned-arts precinct, some quirky 
museums, and a handful of decent eating op-
tions. For most travelers, Qazvin is also pri-

marily the staging point for excursions to the 
famous castle of the Assassins and trekking 
in the sensational Alamut Valley.

Also known as the castle of the Assassins, 
the 12th-century Alamut castle is nestled on 
top of a peak. It was once a shelter for the 
followers of Hasan-e Sabbah (1070–1124 CE) 
who was a spiritual leader of an Islamic sect. 
In the early 1930s, British-Italian explorer 
and travel writer Freya Stark described her 
exploration of the place in her book “The Val-
leys of the Assassins.”

Qazvin is also home to one of the biggest 
roofed caravanserais in the country, Sa’d-al 
Saltaneh caravanserai. Dating back to the 
Qajar era, it’s a place for discovering tens of 
Hojreh shops, cafes, yards, and a stunning 
mosque. The city is a place for visitors who 
want to experience the culture, cuisine, and 
hospitality of Iran.

TEHRAN – Iranian and Indian tourism offi-
cials have met to pave the way for enhanced 
bilateral cooperation in cultural heritage 
and tourism, marking a new chapter in the 
long-lasting relations between the two na-
tions.

Ali Darabi, Iranian Deputy Minister of Cul-
tural Heritage, and Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, Indian Minister of Culture and Tourism, 
met on Wednesday to discuss enhancing 
bilateral cooperation in cultural heritage 
and tourism, on the sidelines of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee meeting.

The meeting focused on developing a com-
prehensive joint program for tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage, facilitating visa 
issuance for tourist groups, and organizing 
joint cultural and tourism exhibitions, CHTN 
reported.

During the meeting, Darabi underscored 
that advancing cultural and economic col-
laboration, particularly in tourism, reflects a 
longstanding aspiration shared by both the 
Iranian people and government.

Highlighting the shared cultural heritage 
between Iran and India, he referenced the in-
clusion of Nowruz in the UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list, which involved Indian 

participation. “Numerous opportunities exist 
to further develop cooperation in this area,” 
The Iranian envoy added.

Mentioning Iran’s unilateral visa waiver ini-
tiative, Darabi suggested that such measures 
could significantly boost tourism between 
the two nations.

Moreover, welcoming the Iranian delega-
tion, Indian minster emphasized the deep 
historical and cultural ties between Iran and 
India, stating that these longstanding rela-
tions could significantly expand in cultural 
heritage and tourism.

Shekhawat pinpointed the potential for 
joint cultural and tourism exhibitions and 
expressed support for initiatives that could 
enhance cooperation in these areas.

TEHRAN – As one of the most sought-after 
travel destinations across Iran, Gilan prov-
ince has recorded some seven million over-
night stays so far this summer, said a local 
tourism official.

In a recent interview with ISNA, Vali Jahani 
announced that accommodation facilities 
within the province, including both official 
and temporary lodgings welcomed more 
than seven million tourists since the very 
first day of summer.

“Rasht, Bandar-e Anzali, and Astara, were 

the most visited counties provincewide,” the 
director-general brought to light, pointing 
to Fuman, Lahijan, Rudsar, and Talesh, as the 
other crowded destinations.

Jahani further elaborated that over one 
million visits to province’s diverse attractions 
have been also recorded in the course of one 
month.

Gilan province in northern Iran, along the 
Caspian Sea, is known for its lush landscapes, 
rich cultural heritage, and status as a tour-
ism hub.

Businesses in Japan are considering a dual 
pricing system for foreign tourists and local 
people amid a surge in inbound visitors and 
the continued weakness of the yen.

The head of the Hokkaido Tourism Orga-
nization has called on businesses in Japan’s 
northernmost prefecture, known for its 
beautiful scenery and winter resorts, to set 
lower prices for locals.

The organisation is pushing for a trial run 
for two-tier discounts this autumn, accord-
ing to the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper. It 

cited the head of one Hokkaido hotel opera-
tor as saying discounts are needed to ensure 
Japanese people don’t leave internationally 
popular resorts such as Niseko.

The mayor of Himeji in western Japan said 
in June he was considering more than qua-
drupling entrance fees for foreign tourists at 
Himeji Castle, a Unesco-registered samurai 
fortress with parts dating to the 17th centu-
ry.

(Source: The Guardian)
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Qazvin makes a big hit with intl. students

Iran, India seek stronger tourism ties

Gilan registers 7 million overnight stays 
in month

Businesses in Japan consider charging 
tourists more amid surge in visitors

Iran’s tourism shifts: former 
deputy minister shares insights

Exquisite mirrorwork of UNESCO-listed palace 
undergoes restoration 

Former deputy tourism minister Wali Teymouri in an undated 
photo.
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 “Robust 
diplomatic ties 
can open doors 

for tourism, 
enabling us to 

catch up with and 
even surpass pre-
pandemic levels.”



TEHRAN -Iranian students have 
succeeded in grabbing two gold 
medals, and a specific award in 
the 13th World Invention Creativity 
Olympic (WICO) 2024.

The first team consisting of 
Amir-Mohammad Kazemi, and 
Armin Towhidi-Asl won gold med-
als in Mechatronics.  The second 
team consisting of Arian Asgari 
Arshan Haj Mali grabbed a gold 
medal as well as a special award in 
Medical Engineering.

A total of 634 teams from 25 
countries participated in the com-
petition which was held in Seoul, 
Korea, from July 23 to 24, IRNA 
reported.

Out of 634 participating teams, 
156 took part in the competition in 
person, and the rest attended the 
event virtually.

The World Invention Olympics 
(WICO) hosts more than 25 in-
ternational showcases featuring 
patented inventions and offering 
insights into future technologies 
and new ideas.

Looking at global enterprises, 
their success and respect come 
from a combination of technolog-
ical innovation and management 
skills.

Thousands of students and en-
trepreneurs from participating 
WICO countries will develop new 
technologies through internation-
al exchanges and achieve signifi-
cant results at the exhibition.

Previous achievements

Iranian students won fourteen 
colorful medals in the Internation-
al Science and Invention Fair (ISIF) 
2023.

The competition was held in 
Bali, Indonesia, from November 7 
to 11. Udayana University (Unud) 
collaborated with the Indonesian 
Young Scientist Association (IYSA) 
to hold the 2023 ISIF at the Widy-
asabha Auditorium, Unud Jimba-
ran Campus.

The students grabbed one gold 
medal, 3 silver medals, and 10 
bronze medals in the ISIF2023 In-
donesia, IRIB reported.

ISIF is an international competi-
tion organized by IYSA.

The 2023 competition involved 
the participation of 860 teams 
from 21 countries.

The competition was attended 

both online and in-person by stu-
dents from various countries who 
showed their work or research in 
front of judges and other visitors.

Ilya Rezazadeh and Padra Qa-
zvinian in the Technical-engi-
neering field won the gold medal. 
Amir Hossein Manafi in the Na-
no-chemistry field won the silver 
medal.

In the online section, the Ira-
nian team was represented by 
Arshia Jannat Makan and Siavash 
Beheshti, who grabbed 2 silver 
medals.

Mohammad-Emad Moradi, Ar-
sas Afshar, Vendad Razmi, Kian 
Karbaschi, Amir-Ali Mazrouei Sab-
dani, Mahsa Zolqadri, Barbod Ren-
deh zadeh, Mohammad-Behrad 
Qasemi, Nafas Esmaeilzadeh Af-
shar, and Seyed Mohammad-Sam-
yar Sari Won Bronze medals in the 
fields of Technical-engineering, 

Nano-chemistry, Physics, Biotech-
nology, and Social Sciences.

On the sidelines of the ISIF2023 
Indonesia International Science 
and Invention Competition, Ibn 
Sina International Festival award-
ed special prizes to the top five 
teams from Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Romania, and Kazakhstan.

On October 11, 2023, Iranian 
students won eight medals in the 
Fifth International Invention and 
Trade Expo (ITE 2023) which was 
held in London.

Kingston University hosted the 
event from October 5 to 6.

ITE 2023 provides a business 
platform for inventors, manu-
facturers, and dealers to present 
their latest products and innova-
tions and exchange information.

At ITE, excellence in innovation 
is highlighted through the Inven-
tion & Innovation Award, it brings 
recognition to the best inventions, 
innovations, and trade, adding to 
its merit is supported by many in-
ternational delegates.

Delegations from 34 countries 
participated in the competition 
and Iranian students succeeded 
in winning eight medals, IRNA re-
ported

The students attended the com-
petition virtually and won three 
gold medals, four silver medals, 
and a bronze medal. Amir-Hos-
sein Manafi was granted a specific 
award.

TEHRAN –Following a recent agreement 
within the framework of the joint cooperation 
committee, Russia and Iran will establish a 
subcommittee for scientific and technological 
cooperation, Deputy Minister of Science and 
Higher Education of Russia Ayrat Gatiyatov has 
stated.

The official made the remarks in a meeting 
with the head of Iranian Islamic Seminaries 
Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, and Iran’s ambassador 
to Moscow Kazem Jalali on Tuesday, July 23, 
IRNA reported.

‘Currently, we are coordinating the composi-
tion of the joint committee’s membership, and 
Russia is planned to host the first inaugural 
session,’ Gatiyatov said.

He also announced Russia’s full support of 
fostering research and educational ties with 
Iran.

Referring to the sixth meeting of the heads 
of top universities from Iran and Russia at 
Moscow State University last year, Gatiyatov 
stressed that these meetings have always 
yielded practical outcomes and resulted in the 
signing of memorandums of understanding.

He went on to say that currently, Iran and 
Russia are conducting 15 joint projects in fields 
like material sciences and biotechnology which 
are scheduled to last for three years, with bud-
gets ranging from $40,000 to $70,000.

The official also highlighted the challenges 
faced by over eight thousand Iranian students 
in Russia, particularly those who major in the 
field of medical science, 95 percent of whom 

face degree recognition issues.

Gatiyatov expressed optimism that author-
ities would facilitate the recognition and ac-
knowledgment of their degrees soon.

Mutual recognition of degrees

Iran and Russia are about to reach an agree-
ment on mutually recognizing higher education 
degrees, Hadi Goudarzi, the counselor of the 
Iranian Embassy in the Russian Federation, has 
said.

Once the agreement is finalized, the govern-
ments of the two countries are expected to sign 
a document, TASS reported.

The document will cover the recognition of 
bachelor’s, master’s, postgraduate and doctor-
al diplomas.

“More than 90 percent of the agreement is 
ready, I think it will be signed at the level of the 
governments of Iran and Russia in the near fu-
ture,” TASS quoted Goudarzi as saying.

Moreover, Iran has just joined BRICS - com-
prising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa - starting academic and scientific co-

operation with Russia within the BRICS frame-
work.

“I think there will be a lot of meetings be-
tween us during this year where new treaties 
on scientific and practical cooperation with-
in the BRICS framework can be proposed,” 
Goudarzi added.

 Boosting scientific ties

In March 2023, officials from the University 
of Gilan and the University of Lomonosov held 
a meeting to enhance cooperation.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the 
15th congress of the Eurasian University Asso-
ciation which was held on March 2 in Moscow, 
IRNA reported.

Representatives of 125 higher education-
al institutions from 18 countries attended the 
congress.

They discussed the improvement of inter-uni-
versity cooperation, cultural and scientific ex-
change, and digitalization. The event was orga-
nized by Lomonosov Moscow State University.

In this meeting, the vice president of Moscow 
State University announced the university’s 
readiness to implement the provisions of the 
memorandum of understanding between the 
two universities.

The proposal of conducting joint research, 
sending professors and doctoral students in 
the form of study opportunities, and holding 
joint academic courses are among the most 
important agreements between the two insti-
tutions.

TEHRAN - The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has 
released a report on the most important 
achievements of the Iranian Red Crescent 
Society during January-December 2023.

According to the report, the Iranian Red 
Crescent continues to tackle the impacts of 
climate change, program adaptability, and 
preparedness efforts that have been trig-
gered by the climate crisis.

 Climate and environment
In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent worked 

on tackling climate change by developing 
community-level adaptation plans through 
volunteer initiatives and Helal Houses (com-
munity-owned Red Crescent Houses), mo-
bilizing health caravans, and implement-
ing early warning systems for heat waves, 
droughts, and flash floods.

It raised awareness among local com-
munities and staff about climate change, 
created culturally appropriate educational 
materials, and enhanced staff capacity for 
climate-smart programming. Additionally, 
they significantly improved drought-affect-
ed communities’ access to clean water and 
healthcare, as well as their food security and 
livelihoods.

 Disasters and crises
In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent raised 

community awareness about disaster risk 
reduction through educational sessions and 
established 26 micro-business initiatives in 
vulnerable villages in Iran. It developed urban 
contingency plans for megacities, focusing 
on earthquakes.

In reference to the National Society’s sup-
port for humanitarian responses outside the 
country, it mobilized relief items, medical 
supplies, and search and rescue teams fol-
lowing earthquakes in Morocco, Syria, Turkey, 
and Herat, Afghanistan, and sent a 450-ton 
humanitarian aid consignment to Afghani-
stan.

In Gaza, it dispatched relief items, health 
emergency response units, and a rapid de-
ployment emergency hospital. Additionally, 
the National Society provided humanitarian 
aid, including blankets, tents, plastic sheets, 
floor mats, and canned foods, to flood-af-
fected people in southwest Pakistan.

 Health and wellbeing
In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent focused 

on making health and care initiatives more 
affordable for vulnerable populations by 
adapting systems for pandemic prepared-
ness, supporting immunization targets, and 
promoting equitable vaccine access.

It conducted health training, revised feed-
back mechanisms, tailored health messages, 
and engaged community stakeholders for 
health promotion. The National Society also 
enhanced mental health and psychosocial 
support services, mapped referral services, 
and trained staff in caring for staff and vol-
unteers.

 Migration and displacement
In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent ad-

dressed humanitarian needs in migration 
and displacement exacerbated by economic 
crises and multiple disasters, including in-
ternal displacement from Afghanistan. It 
responded to heavy flooding and provided 
emergency shelter, food, household items, 
and essential health as well as water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene services to nearly one mil-
lion internally displaced Iranians.

The National Society’s coordination with 
central authorities and humanitarian actors 
supported dignified assistance for vulnera-
ble populations in destination cities, despite 
challenges such as poverty, pollution, and in-
formal settlements.

 Values, power, and inclusion
In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent worked 

on improving its understanding of protec-
tion, gender, and inclusion (PGI) by using 
disaggregated data across assessments and 
operations. It adopted and piloted PGI mini-
mum standards in emergencies, implement-
ed a diversity management training package, 
and conducted PGI self-assessments with 
corresponding action plans.

It also rolled out a child safeguarding policy 
across all operations, established community 
feedback mechanisms, and conducted exten-
sive training in community engagement and 

accountability, integrating these standards 
into their organizational practices.

 Enabling local actors

In 2023, the Iranian Red Crescent initiat-
ed the Organizational Capacity Assessment 
and Certification (OCAC) process to clarify 
its organizational needs and compliance with 
standards, in connection with strategic plan-
ning and prioritization of development goals. 
The National Society also strengthened 
emergency operations and engaged in peer-
to-peer exchanges on funding mechanisms.

The National Society developed commu-
nications and public advocacy resources, as 
well as a communications strategy plan with 
the aim of increasing the impact and visibility 
of its achievements.

 Serious threats

Water scarcity and severe droughts due 
to climate change pose serious threats, es-
pecially when combined with other hazards 
like sandstorms in the eastern parts of the 
country. In 2023, the National Society worked 
on initiatives such as developing communi-
ty-level climate adaptation plans through 
the entrepreneurship initiatives of volun-
teers and ‘Red Crescent Houses.’

While working to improve existing action 
plans, the National Society mobilized health 
caravans to reduce climate impact and im-
plemented Early Warning Early Action ini-
tiatives against heat waves, droughts, and 
flash floods. The National Society worked to 
develop sessions to raise awareness of the 
effects of climate change among targeted lo-
cal communities, National Society staff, and 
volunteers, with a focus on densely populat-
ed urban areas.

Other efforts of the National Society were 
focused on developing culturally appropriate 
climate change information, education, and 
communication (IEC) materials, as well as 
providing staff with knowledge, tools, and 
skills to integrate climate change adaptation 
and climate-smart programming and oper-
ations. The National Society also worked on 
developing targets against the commitments 
of the Climate and Environment Charter.

Through drought relief projects, the Na-
tional Society witnessed significant trans-
formation within communities grappling 
with drought and water scarcity. The scope of 
the required assistance spans diverse critical 
areas such as livelihood sustainability, com-
bating food scarcity, ensuring access to clean 
water, and enhancing healthcare provisions.

The IFRC continued to provide long-term 
support to help the Iranian Red Crescent to 
become equipped with knowledge, tools, and 
skills to integrate climate change adaptation 
and climate-smart programming into oper-
ations. It supported the National Society’s 
efforts in integrating climate-related and 
environmental considerations across pro-
grams and operations through the provision 
of practical guidance and ‘do no harm’ ap-
proaches.

In May, Razieh Alishvandi, the IRCS director 
for international affairs, and Vincent Cassard, 
the representatives of the IFRC in Iran, held 
a meeting in Tehran on the occasion of the 
World Red Cross Week and the Day of ‘Hu-
manitarian Diplomacy, Global Solidarity for 
the Preservation of Values’.

During the meeting, Alishvandi said the 
IRCS has been effectively participating in dif-
ferent international projects, including cli-
mate change and drought resilience.

The organization has conducted various 
programs to improve the situation of refu-
gees and facilitate the families’ reunification 
with the help of the IFRC, she noted.
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IFRC outlines achievements of Iranian 
Red Crescent Society

Philanthropists support 
28,000 orphans, deprived 
children

Iranian benefactors have made cash and kind contributions 
from the beginning of the holy month of Ramadan (starting 
on May 6) to help 28,000 children who are either orphaned or 
whose parents are financially struggling, deputy director of 
Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation has announced.There are cur-
rently 600,000 philanthropists who support orphaned children 
as well as children living in families in financial distress, IRNA 
quoted Alireza Asgarian as saying on Wednesday.

The foundation also intends to build housing units for families 
who cannot afford to rent houses, he added.

مردم 28 هزار کودک بی سرپرست را تحت 
حمایت قرار دادند

معاون توسعه مشارکت‌های مردمی کمیته امداد امام خمینی )ره( گفت: 
تاکنون 28  رمضان  مبارک  ماه  ابتدای  از  نیکوکاران کشور  و  خیرین 
هزار کودک بی‌سرپرست را تحت حمایت های مالی و غیرمالی خود 

قرار دادند.
علیرضا عسگریان روز چهار‌شنبه در گفت و گو با خبرنگار اجتماعی 
ایرنا افزود: ، 600 هزار حامی در سطح کشور در یاری ‌رسانی به ایتام و 

فرزندان محسنین با کمیته امداد همکاری دارند.
عسگریان اظهار داشت: ساخت مسکن برای خانواده های تحت پوشش 
کمیته امداد از دیگر برنامه‌های اجرایی و دارای اولویت کاری این نهاد 

در سال جاری است. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iranian teams grab gold medals 
in WICO 2024

Tehran, Moscow to establish joint science, technology 
committee

ENGLISH IN USE

Razieh Alishvandi, the IRCS director for in-
ternational affairs (L), and Vincent Cassard, 

the representatives of the IFRC in Iran.
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TEHRAN-The Iranian 
documentary “Destiny” by Yaser 
Talebi has won two awards at 
the 18th Faito Doc Festival, which 
was held from July 17 to 24 in 
Italy.

Talebi’s movie won the Best 
awards in two sections selected 
by the Youth Jury and the Jury 
The Magnificent, Mehr reported.

The documentary depicts the 
life of 18-year-old Sahar, who 
after the death of her mother, 
is left in charge of her poor, 
mentally disabled father in an 
isolated village in Iran. 

She dreams of going to 
university and becoming a 
doctor, but must play the role 
of caretaker unless her father 
remarries, ILNA reported.

The 2022 production is a warm 
and intimate observational 
portrait, letting the people and 

emotions reveal themselves. 

A thicket of relationships 
and expectations are at work 
here involving family, friends, 
religion, social expectations, 
and social media. It is a window 
on contemporary Iran, which 
captures a young woman caught 

between traditional gender 
roles and her desire for self-
determination.

It is a moving film that 
tenderly invites us into the close 
relationship between a young 
girl and her disabled father. 

The narration of each daily 
movement is transformed into a 
sign of love and the inner beauty of 
the two protagonists is seen even 
in their choices in life, towards 
each other, full of wisdom.

Last November, the film 
won the Best Foreign Film 
Award at the 9th Peloponnese 
International Documentary 
Festival in Greece.

The originality of the Faito 
Doc is in the conjunction of a 
‘naturally cinematographic’ 
place with the seventh art, 
nourished by a spirit of cheerful 
fraternity that reaches out to the 

participant, actor or spectator of 
the event, making him or her the 
protagonist of a cultural feast. 

Authors and directors come 
from all over the world with their 
own visions of reality, to present 
their films.

During the years, the festival 
has sown a wealth of ideas 
and values that have restored 
cultural relevance to Monte 
Faito, also regenerating the spirit 
of the area and stimulating good 
energy and new activities in the 
area. 

The Faito is an extra-urban 
place, a natural park located 
1,131 meters above sea level 
embracing two gulfs, facing 
the Bay of Naples, Vesuvius, 
the islands of Capri, Ischia and 
Procida it is a landscape imbued 
with nostalgia, appearing and 
disappearing in the clouds.

TEHRAN-The 1988 Senegalese war-drama 
film “The Camp at Thiaroye” written and 
directed by Ousmane Sembène and Thierno Faty 
Sow will be screened at the cinematheque of the 
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art (TMoCA) 
on Sunday.

The cinematheque will show the movie at 3 
p.m. and it is free for the public to attend. TMoCA 
is located next to Laleh Park on N. Karegar St., 
ILNA reported.

The film depicts the Thiaroye massacre, 
which happened in Thiaroye, Dakar, in 1944. 
The film entered the competition at the 45th 
Venice International Film Festival, in which it 
won the Grand Jury Prize. The film received 

positive reviews at the time it was released 
and continues to be heralded by scholars as 
an important historical documentation of the 
Thiaroye massacre. The film is a criticism and 
indictment of the French colonial system. It was 
banned in France for a decade and censored in 
Senegal as well.

A powerful historical drama that illustrates 
colonialism’s intrinsic links with fascism and 
racism, “Camp de Thiaroye” is based on real 
life events and takes place during the second 
World War. After a Senegalese platoon of 
French soldiers return home, only to be placed 
in Military holding camps, the film draws direct 
visual comparison to internment camps. When 

the soldiers begin to complain and learn of not 
receiving fair pay for their labor, they plan an 
uprising. Sembeme’s film reclaims Senegalese 
history by broadcasting this under-discussed 
atrocity.

The film is a forceful epic political drama, based 
on real events and on their own experiences. The 
story deals with injustice, hypocrisy, colonialism, 
and racism, culminating in a massacre. It shows 
white oppression resuming as a regiment of 
West African Armed Forces soldiers return to 
an army post in Senegal from the European 
warfront where they faced death every day, 
only to now face indignities and racism from the 
French they helped liberate from fascism.

TEHRAN-The Persian translation 
of the novel “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God” by American writer 
Zora Neale Hurston has been 
released in the book market across 
Iran.

Amir Hamed Dolatabadi Farahani 
has translated the book that has 
been printed by Naqsh-e Jahan 
Publications, ILNA reported.

Originally published in 1937, it is 
considered a classic of the Harlem 
Renaissance, and Hurston’s best 
known work. 

The novel explores protagonist 
Janie Crawford’s ripening from a 
vibrant, but voiceless, teenage girl 
into a woman with her finger on the 
trigger of her own destiny.

Fair and long-legged, independent 
and articulate, Janie Crawford sets 
out to be her own person—no mean 
feat for a black woman in the ‘30s. 

Janie’s quest for identity takes her 
through three marriages and into a 
journey back to her roots.

The book tells the epic tale of Janie 
Crawford, whose quest for identity 
takes her on a journey during which 
she learns what love is, experiences 
life’s joys and sorrows, and come 
home to herself in peace. 

Her passionate story prompted 
the American novelist and short 
story writer Alice Walker to say, 
“There is no book more important to 
me than this one.”

“Their Eyes Were Watching God” 
is celebrated for its rich prose and 
unique narrative voice, incorporating 
elements of African American 
vernacular and folklore. 

Hurston’s portrayal of Janie’s 
individuality and her defiance of 
societal norms contributes to the 
novel’s enduring significance in 
discussions of African American 
literature and feminist literature. 

Set in central and southern Florida 
in the early 20th century, the novel 
was initially poorly received. 

Since the late 20th century, 
however, it has been regarded as 
influential to both African-American 
literature and women’s literature 
and is studied in literature courses. 

TIME included the novel in its 2005 
list of the 100 best English-language 
novels published since 1923. 

Its impact on literature and 
culture is profound, and the novel 
has inspired various adaptations, 
including a television film of the 
same name in 2005 starring Halle 
Barry as Janie.

Zora Neale Hurston (1891–
1960) was an American author, 
anthropologist, folklorist, and 
documentary filmmaker. 

She portrayed racial struggles in 
the early-20th-century American 
South and published research on 
Hoodoo and Caribbean Vodou. She 
also wrote more than 50 short 
stories, plays, and essays.

TEHRAN- With less than 
a month remaining for 
submissions to the 6th edition of 
the International Biennial Book 
Cartoon Contest, artists from 28 
countries have already entered 
this prestigious festival.

The responses from 
cartoonists to the event, which 
is a premier international 
competition presenting the 
perspectives of national and 
international artists in the fields 
of books and reading, have been 
notable, according to the Iran 
Public Libraries Foundation’s 
public relations. 

So far, participants have 
emerged from Algeria, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Bahrain, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Kazakhstan, 
Macedonia, Mexico, Montenegro, 
Morocco, the Netherlands, 
Panama, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Serbia, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, and Iran.

Following Iran, the highest 
number of submissions has come 
from China, Brazil, and Russia.

Organized by the Iran Public 
Libraries Foundation (IPLF), 

under the direction of the 
Masoud Shojaei Tabatabaei, the 
6th International Biennial Book 
Cartoon Contest will be held in 
the themes of “Books, Children, 
and Family,” “Books, Leisure, Joy, 
and Tranquility,” “Books, Digital 
Age, and Artificial Intelligence,” 
“Books, Libraries, and Business,” 
“Books, Libraries, and Cultural 
and Social

 Hangouts,” and “Books, 
Libraries, and Important Social 

Events”. Additionally, “Books, 
Palestine, and Gaza Resistance” 
will be a subsidiary theme of the 
festival.

Participants can submit 
their works in two categories: 
professional (for professional 
artists) and beginner (for artists 
who have not participated in 
domestic and international 
competitions before).

Participation in the contest 
is open to all professional and 

beginner artists, and each artist 
can submit a maximum of five 
works in the specified themes to 
the festival. 

The use of artificial intelligence 
to create works will result in 
disqualification. All handmade 
and digital works are accepted.

Those interested in 
participating in the contest can 
submit their works by August 21 
by registering on the festival’s 
official website.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Be not like the hypocrite who, when he talks, tells lies; when he gives a 
promise, he breaks it; and when he is trusted, he proves dishonest.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times Noon:12:11       Evening: 19:34     Dawn: 3:29 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:08 (tomorrow)

Painting 
* A collection of paintings by Mitra Ahmadi Avaz is 

currently on display in an exhibition at Ev Gallery. 
Entitled “Watching the Layers”, the exhibition runs until 

August 9 at the gallery located at No.5, Arabi Alley, North 
Kheradmand St., Karim Khan Ave.

* Binesh Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings 
by a group of artists including Saba Akhundzadeh, Parisa 
Torabi, Saeedeh Farhadi, Bita Mozaffari, and Sahar Rahmani.  

Entitled “Face to Face”, the exhibit runs until August 4 at 
the gallery that can be found at 22 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e 
Asr Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Sahar Shadman is on 
display in an exhibition at Sheis Gallery.

The exhibit titled “Dream Garden” will be running until 
August 7 at the gallery located at Shirzad Alley, near 
Daneshju Park.

* An exhibition of paintings by Jafar Shariat is underway 
at Yafteh Gallery.

The exhibition named “Kawaakari” will run until 
August 9 at the gallery located at 8 Taleqani Dead End, 
Yarmohammadi St. in the Darus Neighborhood.

* Paintings by Neda Rahi are currently on view in an 
exhibition at Shokuh Gallery. 

Entitled “Wellban”, the exhibit will continue until August 
5 at the gallery located at 19 Amir Nuri Alley, North Salimi 
St. off Andarzgu Blvd.

* Paintings by Mohammadreza Khazaeli are currently on 
view in an exhibition at Shokuh Gallery. 

Entitled “The Falling with The Color of Pomegranates”, the 
exhibit will continue until August 6 at the gallery located at 
19 Amir Nuri Alley, North Salimi St. off Andarzgu Blvd.

* Niusha Niuzhpour is showcasing a collection of her 
latest paintings in an exhibition at Shirin Gallery.

The exhibition named “In the Desire of The Sun” will run 
until August 13 at the gallery located at No. 5, 13th St., 
Karim Khan Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Farino Atlasi, Marzieh Baqai, 
and Parisa Shojazadeh is currently underway at Sharif 
Gallery.

The exhibit named “Trio No.11” will be running until August 
9 at the gallery that can be found at 11 Mahruzadeh Alley, 
Shariati Ave. near Quds Square.

* A collection of paintings by Saeed Chalangar is on view 
in an exhibition at Homa Gallery. 

Entitled “The Lord of Misrule”, the exhibition will be 
running until August 13 at the gallery that can be found at 
No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.

Sculpture
* Sculptures by Fakhredin Kakavand are currently on 

display in an exhibit at Seyhun Gallery.
Entitled “The Animal Illusion”, the exhibit runs until August 

7 at the gallery located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara Ave.

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Iranian documentary “Destiny” grabs 2 prizes  
at Italy’s Faito Doc Festival

TMoCA cinematheque to show Senegalese war-drama 
“The Camp at Thiaroye”

Zora Neale Hurston’s “Their Eyes Were Watching God” 
available in Persian

28 countries enter 6th Intl. 
Biennial Book Cartoon Contest
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