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Israel attacks Beirut’s 
southern suburb  

TEHRAN- loud explosions were heard in 
the southern suburb of the Lebanese capital 
Beirut on Tuesday in what appeared to be an 
Israeli airstrike.

Reuters reported that the Israeli strike 
targeted a prominent Hezbollah leader in 
Beirut in a move that could significantly 
escalate the long-simmering tensions in the 
region. No immediate reaction came from the 
Lebanese resistance movement. 

In recent days, Israel has been threatening 
to strike Hezbollah after a missile strike killed 
more than 10 people in the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights. Israel blamed the attack on 
Hezbollah, a claim the Lebanese movement 
roundly denied. 

The strike appears to have crossed a 
Resistance red line given the importance 
of the Lebanese capital for Hezbollah. The 
Lebanese foreign minister has recently said 
that Lebanon has received assurances from 
international actors that Israel will not target 
Beirut, especially the city’s airport. 

Hezbollah’s military 
might: Israel biting off 
more than it can chew 

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Israeli officials are still displaying 
a lot of hubris despite suffering major blows 
at the hands of regional resistance groups 
since the Gaza war broke out nearly 10 
months ago. 

Since Israel declared war on Gaza on 
October 7, Hamas and Islamic Jihad have 
dealt heavy blows to the regime’s army on the 
battlefield killing hundreds of its troops. 

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq and Yemen’s 
Ansarullah movement have also carried 
out strikes against Israel in solidarity with 
Palestinians against the backdrop of the war 
of genocide in Gaza which has so far claimed 
the lives of at least 39,400 people in the 
enclave. 

Likewise, Lebanon’s Hezbollah, which has 
far superior firepower than other regional 
resistance groups,  Page 5

Israelis leave trail of 
destruction in Khan 
Younis 

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Following the withdrawal of 
the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) from 
the eastern areas of Khan Younis, medical 
teams are trying to recover the bodies of 
dead civilians and searches are underway for 
missing persons under the rubble. 

Reporters on the ground have spoken of 
significant destruction left by the IOF in the 
area and said that residents of eastern Khan 
Younis have begun returning to their homes 
after the IOF retreated from most of the areas 
it had invaded. 

The level of destruction by the IOF has 
made ongoing search and rescue operations 
for families missing under the rubble an 
extremely difficult challenge for medical 
personnel and civil defense teams.   

Reports indicate some bodies have been 
recovered from under the rubble,  Page 5

Iran’s 4-month oil 
export stands at 
$15.7b: IRICA 

TEHRAN – Head of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Customs Administration said the country 
exported $15.7 billion worth of crude oil to 
various countries in the first four months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
20-July 21).

According to Mohammad Rezvanifar, 
the Islamic Republic’s total trade turn over 
reached $51 billion in the mentioned four 
months and the country’s trade balance was 
$14.8 billion positive with oil included, Tasnim 
News Agency reported.

“During this period, 7.7 billion dollars of 
petrochemical products were also exported. It 
should be noted that the average value per ton 
of exported goods increased by four percent in 
the said four months,” Rezvanifar said.

Iran exported 1.4 million barrels of oil 
per day in 2023, indicating an increase of 
500,000 barrels compared to its oil export 
data in the previous year,  Page 4

Iran crowned 
champions of 2024 
Asian U20 Volleyball 

TEHRAN – Iran eased past South Korea in 
straight sets (25-12, 25-18, 25-22) on Tuesday 
in the 2024 Asian Men’s U-20 Volleyball 
Championship final.

Earlier in the day, Japan defeated Indonesia 
3-1 in the third-place match.

Iran had defeated China, Chinese Taipei, 
Qatar, Kazakhstan, South Korea and Indonesia 
in the event.

Iran are the most decorated team in the 
competitor, winning the gold eight times.

The 2024 Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball 
Championship was the 22nd edition of the 
Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball Championship, 
a biennial international volleyball 
tournament organized by the Asian Volleyball 
Confederation (AVC) with Indonesian 
Volleyball Federation (PBVSI).

The tournament was held in Surabaya, 
Indonesia from July 23 to 30.  Page 3
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Yes to Engagement
No to Pressure 

Pezeshkian on foreign policy at swearing-in ceremony: 

Meeting with Tajik 
President: 

Leader 
highlights 
importance of 
strengthening 
ties with 
Tajikistan

Meeting with 
Resistance 
figures: 

Leader praises 
Palestinian 
Resistance as 
the foremost 
defender of Islam

Meeting with 
Armenian PM:

Leader 
reaffirms 
Iran’s support 
for Armenia’s 
territorial 
integrity

Meeting with 
Iraqi PM:

Leader urges 
implementation 
of signed 
agreements 
with Baghdad

Meeting with 
Hezbollah 
deputy SG:

Leader lauds high 
coordination 
between 
Lebanese 
factions

Meeting with 
Ansarullah spox:

Leader praises 
Yemenis’ 
support for 
Palestinians’ 
struggle



By Mona Hojat Ansari
TEHRAN– Masoud Pezeshkian 

took the oath of office before Iranian 
lawmakers, the Judiciary chief, 
members of the Constitutional Council, 
the head of the Assembly of Experts, 
senior military officials, current and 
ex-ministers, as well as more than 70 
foreign delegates on Tuesday. 

Compared to the president’s 
endorsement ceremony attended by 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
a significantly higher number of 
journalists were allowed to cover 
the event closely. We were directed 
to a specific area in the parliament, 
which was somewhat separated 
from the main action, making it easy 
to overlook what was happening in 
all parts of the podium.

The ceremony opened at 4:20 
PM local time with the recitation 
of three verses from Surah An-
Nahl, verses that emphasize the 
importance of guidance and the 
elements necessary for a strong and 
prosperous society.

The first official to deliver a 
speech was Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, who said 
lawmakers will utilize all tools to 
help the new Iranian administration. 
“Iran’s parliament will employ all 
its legislative, supervisory, and 
advisory capacities to bolster the 
14th government in its challenging 
path to serve the esteemed nation of 
Iran,” he stated.

He also highlighted Iran’s ability 
to hold snap presidential elections 
just 40 days after the unexpected 
passing of President Ebrahim Raisi, 
noting that the electoral process 
was conducted smoothly, fairly, and 
without any disruptions. “The tragic 
death of late President Ebrahim Raisi 
and his companions presented a 
renewed test for the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in the eyes of global analysts. 
The wise leadership of the Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, however, 
turned this into a symbol of stability 
in Islamic Iran.”

The second official to deliver a 
speech was Iran’s Judiciary Chief 
Gholam Hossein Mohseni Eje’I, whom 
Pezeshkian was sworn by. 

As part of his oath, the president 

swore to use all his talents and 
qualities to fulfill his presidential 
duties, pledging to preserve Islam, 
the Islamic Republic system, and 
the Constitution. He then began 
delivering a speech to the audience 
in the parliament.

In his inaugural address, 
Pezeshkian laid out a vision for Iran’s 
future, emphasizing constructive 
engagement with the world while 
upholding national dignity and 
interests. He declared, “The world 

needs to seize this unparalleled 
opportunity to address regional and 
international issues through the 
collaboration of a powerful, peace-
seeking, and dignified Iran.”

Pezeshkian articulated his foreign 
policy approach as one rooted in 

“dignity, wisdom, and expediency,” 
promising to prioritize constructive 
engagement with the international 
community. “In our vision,” he stated, 
“Iran engages constructively and 
effectively in international relations 

while emphasizing religious 
democracy, social justice, legitimate 
freedoms, the preservation of 
human dignity and rights, and social 
and judicial security.”

Addressing the issue of Western 
sanctions, Pezeshkian asserted, “I 
consider the normalization of Iran’s 
economic and trade relations with 
the world to be Iran’s legitimate 
right, and I will not rest until the 
unjust sanctions are terminated.” He 
made clear his government’s stance 
against bullying and pressure, 
stating, “The experience of over 
two decades of negotiations with 
Iran should have made [Western] 
governments understand that 
we have been and will remain 
committed to our obligations. Iran 
does not respond to pressure and 
excessive demands.”

Pezeshkian highlighted the 
importance of regional cooperation, 
calling for an end to tensions 
and rivalries among neighboring 
countries. “Neighboring countries 
should not waste their valuable 
resources in tensions and protracted 
rivalries,” he stated. “My government 
seeks a strong region where all 
neighboring countries can take 
joint steps towards economic 
development, progress, and the 
improvement of future generations’ 
lives through synergy.” 

He emphasized the need for 
regional unity to counter extremist 
influences, stating, “Radical voices 
should not drown out the voices of 
the nearly two billion peace-loving 
Muslims. Islam is a religion of peace.” 

The president’s remarks on 
Israel’s war in Gaza received several 
rounds of applause from the 
attendees. He expressed hope for a 
world where Palestinian children are 
liberated from Zionists’ oppression, 
asserting, “No Palestinian child’s 
dreams should be buried under the 
rubble of their homes.” Pezeshkian 
also slammed Western countries 
for continuing to arm Israel, while 
posing as defenders of human rights. 

Pezeshkian is now required by law 
to submit the final list of his cabinet 
to parliament for approval within 
two weeks.

TEHRAN- The BRICS Youth Conference was held 
in Ulyanovsk, Russia, from July 21 to 25, bringing 
together young delegates from BRICS countries 
and newly joined member states. 

The participants reaffirmed the importance 
of active youth involvement in promoting 
multilateralism to ensure sustainable 
development, equitable global security, 
engagement in trade, investment, innovation, and 
social participation among member countries.

Russia, hosting the event in Ulyanovsk—a city 
of about one million people located along the 
Volga River—emphasized its commitment to 
combating unilateralism in the new global order. 
The city demonstrated its dedication by providing 
comprehensive facilities and support for the 
conference.

The conference saw the presence of several 
notable officials, including the UAE Minister of 
State for Youth Affairs, the CEO of the South 
African National Youth Development Agency, the 
Director of Public Policy for Youth in the Brazilian 
National Youth Secretariat, the Secretary-General 
of the Brazilian Presidency, the Vice President of 
the All-China Youth Federation, the Chairperson of 
the Ethiopian Youth Council, the Indian Minister of 
Youth Affairs and Sports, the Deputy Minister of 
Sports and Youth of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
and the Deputy Director of the Federal Agency for 
Youth Affairs of the Russian Federation. These 
leaders accompanied the youth delegates and 
shared their perspectives on maximizing youth 
contributions to BRICS objectives, expressing their 

support for achieving these goals.

During the conference, participants had 
the opportunity to explore exhibitions related 
to youth innovation, participate in cultural 
exchange programs, and engage in interactive 
workshops and panels. These sessions featured 
experts, academics, and policymakers from 
various countries, covering topics such as youth 
entrepreneurship (highlighting the role of young 
entrepreneurs in driving economic growth and 
nurturing entrepreneurial investments), science, 
technology and innovation (focusing on using 
technology to address urgent issues), scientific 
cooperation, and social and volunteer work 
(discussing best practices in social work, the 
impact of volunteering on personal and social 
development, and ways to encourage greater 
youth participation in these fields).

The outcomes of the conference were defined 
as follows: Participants expressed a strong 
commitment to maintaining the progress achieved 
during the event while looking toward the future. 
In this context, plans for upcoming activities 
were discussed, including virtual meetings and 
collaborative projects, to ensure that the ideas and 
initiatives presented continue to grow and thrive.

The BRICS Youth Summit was recognized as 
a remarkable success, bringing together young 
individuals to chart a path for a brighter and 
more inclusive future. The insights gained and the 
connections established throughout this event will 
undoubtedly contribute to ongoing development 
and cooperation among BRICS nations.

In an analysis, Donya-e-Eqtesad dealt with 
the influence of the new president on Iran’s 
foreign policy and wrote: According to Foreign 
Affairs, Iran is at the peak of its international 
influence today, and along with its allies, they 
have brought new fear and respect in the Middle 
East. Tehran’s strong opposition to Israel is 
gaining political support across the region. It 
must be said that the nuclear program is at its 
widest point and the government is creating an 
alliance with China and Russia to confront the 
West. Pezeshkian has advocated for serious 
diplomatic engagement with the United States, 
arguing that rapprochement is necessary to 
improve Iran’s economy. There may not be an 
agreement to end Iran’s nuclear program, but 
an agreement that trades verifiable limits on 
the program for reducing sanctions is highly 
conceivable. American officials may find that 
Pezeshkian has more freedom than they think. 
The declared goal of Pezeshkian is to create a 
stable political center.

Iran: Diplomatic traffic and another failure 
in the project of isolating Iran

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed the 
presence of a large number of regional and 
international high-ranking delegations and 
officials at the inauguration ceremony of Masoud 
Pezeshkian, the president of the 14th government 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It said: Anti-Iranian 
currents tried to make Iran appear isolated, but 
the presence of numerous foreign delegations in 
the inauguration ceremony shows that relations 
with Tehran are at the highest level of diplomatic 
activities. This large number of presences has no 
meaning other than that many international actors 
have welcomed the discourse of Pezeshkian. In 
his foreign policy doctrine, he stated that he had 
a plan for “constructive engagement with the 
world.” Pezeshkian called the principles of Iran’s 
foreign policy based on the principles of “honor, 
wisdom and expediency,” and declared that his 
government’s way of interacting is open with all 
countries in the region and those countries in the 
world that have learned from past miscalculations 
and put their policy towards Iran on the agenda. 
Equal relations in which a single country will not 
seek domination over others.

Shargh: FATF, a top foreign policy priority

In its editorial, Shargh addressed the 
problems of Iran’s foreign policy. It wrote: While 

the problems of the country’s foreign policy are 
clear and sanctions and unrest in the region are 
at the top of them, it does not seem that dealing 
with the sanctions issue can be seriously put 
on the agenda before the new U.S. president 
takes office. The negative reaction of the Biden 
administration to the election of Pezeshkian and 
the emphasis on not negotiating should be seen 
in the shadow of the domestic policy issues of 
the United States and also to some extent the 
current crisis in the region. In such a situation, 
negotiations with the U.S. government can 
and should continue managing the crisis 
between the two countries and preventing its 
escalation. The focus of the new government 
can be on finalizing FATF for now. The election 
debates showed more clearly that the factional 
issues are the main obstacle on the way to 
the acceptance of FATF in Iran. Therefore, any 
progress in this field and reducing the factional 
problems in this way can be an important step 
towards dealing with the issue of sanctions and 
regional issues in the future.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Revival or implementation?

In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz wrote about the 
possible negotiations with the United States: 
Although the issue of sanctions and JCPOA 
is one of the undeniably important topics in 
foreign policy and even has an impact on the 
country’s economy, an important question is 
raised, and that is, the government’s approach 
to possible negotiations should be within the 
framework of revitalizing the JCPOA or lifting 
sanctions? From the West’s point of view, revival 
means new writing with updated principles 
and frameworks. At the opposite point of 
revitalizing the JCPOA, the keyword is lifting 
sanctions. This approach means that the West 
fulfills its JCPOA obligations, which is the lifting 
of sanctions. In this approach, referring to the 
history of disloyalty of the Western parties, 
Iran demands three principles to return to the 
nuclear obligations, which include the lifting 
of sanctions, verification of this lifting, and the 
official commitment that the sanctions removal 
is irreversible. If the 14th government seeks to 
use the JCPOA’s capacities to solve the country’s 
problems, the final approach should be to 
negotiate for the lifting of sanctions without 
any changes in the JCPOA.

TEHRAN – New Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has called for reinforcing ties with 
Malaysia in commercial, economic, political, and 
technological areas by capitalizing on cultural 
and religious affinities.

Pezeshkian made the remarks in a meeting with 
Malaysian Parliament Speaker Johari bin Abdul 
who visited Tehran on Monday to participate 
in the official inauguration of Pezeshkian as 
president on Tuesday afternoon.

Calling relations between Iran and Malaysia 
“friendly” and “brotherly”, Pezeshkian said, “We 
intend to make relations more solid, stronger, 
and more effective in the new era through the 

will of the senior officials of the two countries” in 
line with common interests.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Pezeshkian called 
the Israeli crimes in Gaza a “concrete example of 
genocide” and praised Malaysia’s strong position 
in backing the Palestinian nation. The new Iranian 
president also called for strong unity among 
Muslim nations in halting the Israeli crimes 
against the people of Palestine.

For his part, Speaker Johari bin Abdul pointed to 
cultural and religious affinities between Malaysia 
and Iran and called for developing ties in line with 
mutual interests and the larger Islamic ummah.

Pointing to the status of Iran as the harbinger 
of stability and security in the West Asia region, 
Johari bin Abdul said given today’s sensitive 
situation in the region, Iran is a reliable source of 
support for the Islamic world and Malaysia hopes 
that the Islamic Republic’s role for establishing 
regional peace and security will greatly increase 
during the rule of the new president in Iran.

The parliament speaker said his country will 
take the presidency of the ASEAN nations in 2025 
and that Malaysia hopes that Iran will increase its 
interaction with the bloc in line with the interests 
of all Asian countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN – Iran’s new President 
Masoud Pezeshkian has reaffirmed 
the country’s unwavering support for 
Resistance forces, declaring that Iran 
will continue to aid these groups in their 
fight against Zionist and Western forces.
Pezeshkian met with several Resistance 
leaders in Tehran on separate occasions 
on Monday and Tuesday.While talking 
to Ismail Haniyeh, the head of 
the Political Bureau of Hamas, 
Pezeshkian was briefed on the latest 
political and field developments 
about Gaza, after he vowed that 
Iran’s firm position is “standing by 
the Palestinian people.” “I wish for the 
victory of the people of Palestine and 
the Palestinian Resistance movement 
in their fight against aggression,” the 
president told Haniyeh.

Hamas’ political chief, for his 
part, thanked Iran and its officials 
for their “honorable position” in 
supporting the Palestinian nation.  

Iran’s stance toward Al-Quds 
doesn’t change with the change of 
governments

In a meeting with Ziad al-

Nakhalah, the Secretary General 
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
Movement, Pezeshkian noted 
that Tehran will always continue 
to support Palestinians in their 
endeavors for freedom, no matter 
who takes office as Iran’s president. 

“Supporting the cause of the 
oppressed Palestinian nation will 
continue with strength and nothing 
can disrupt our will and resolve 
on this issue,” he said, adding, 
“More efforts are needed to create 
harmony among Islamic countries 
and increase pressure on the Zionist 
regime to stop the crimes and 
killings in Gaza.”

Pezeshkian lauds Hezbollah’s 
resilience against Zionist 
aggressions

In a meeting with Naim Qassem, 
Deputy Secretary General of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah, who visited Tehran for the 
inauguration of Iran’s 14th presidential 
term, President Pezeshkian lauded 
Hezbollah’s resilience against Zionist 
aggressions. 

President Pezeshkian highlighted 

the importance of enhancing 
relations with Muslim countries 
and fostering unity within Islamic 
societies as key priorities for his 
administration’s foreign policy. He 
stressed the need for the Islamic 
Ummah to unite against the Zionist 
regime’s brutality in Gaza.

He described supporting the 
Resistance front as a religious duty 
and a fundamental policy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. “The crimes of 
the Zionist regime in Gaza, backed by 
the United States and some Western 
countries, are a stain on the record 
of those claiming to advocate human 
rights,” Pezeshkian said. He added 
that unity among Islamic countries, as 
advised by the Prophet of Islam, could 
prevent such atrocities against the 
Palestinian people.

‘Yemen’s support for 
Palestinians has put Israel, backers 
under pressure’ 

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
on Tuesday expressed hope that 
injustice against Muslims would 
come to an end through cooperation 

among Muslim nations.

Pezeshkian made the remarks in 
a meeting with Mohammad Abdul 
Salam, the Ansarallah spokesman 
and chief negotiator of the Yemeni 
National Salvation Government, 
IRNA reported on Tuesday morning.

The new Iranian president also 
described the relations between 
Iran and Yemen, which are based 
on common beliefs and common 
cultural affinities, as “unbreakable.”

Pezeshkian also lauded Yemen’s 
moves in defending the people of Gaza 
who have been under relentless Israeli 
bombardments and other despicable 
acts since October last year.

 “The moves of Yemen in defending 
the Palestinian nation have been 
highly important and influential and 
they have put the Zionist regime and 
its supporters under pressure,” the 
president remarked. 

He also said, “The resistance of 
the Yemeni nation in the face of 
pressures and hostilities by the 
oppressors is also admirable.”
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Pezeshkian on foreign policy at swearing-in ceremony: 

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Creating a stable political center

Pezeshkian seeks strong economic and technological co-op with Malaysia

Iranian President reaffirms support for Resistance  
forces in meetings with top leaders

Yes to Engagement
No to Pressure 

BRICS Youth Conference highlights 
multilateralism 

Who were the international dignitaries present at 
Pezeshkian’s inauguration ceremony?

President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon, Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan, Georgia’s Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze, Vice-
President of Brazil Geraldo Alckmin, Chairman of Uzbekistan’s 
Legislative Chamber Nuriddinjon Ismailov, Russia’s State Duma 
Speaker Vyacheslav Volodin, Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr 
Abdelatty, Congolese Foreign Minister Therese Kayikwamba Wagner, 
South Africa’s top diplomat Ronald Lamola, Turkish top diplomat 
Hakan Fidan, Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Sudan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Hussein 
Awadh,  arrived in Tehran on Tuesday to attend Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
presidential inauguration. 

Some of the other officials who traveled to Tehran to take part in the 
ceremony include European Union Deputy Foreign Policy Chief Enrique 
Mora, Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs Tsuge Yoshifumi, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Korea Chung Byung-won, 
and Secretary-General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Zhang Ming. Resistance leaders like Hamas political chief 
Ismail Haniyeh, Spokesman of the Yemeni Ansarallah movement 
Mohammed Abdul Salam, Secretary General of the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad Movement Ziad al-Nakhalah, and Deputy Secretary-General of 
Hezbollah Sheikh Naim Qassem were also in attendance. 

Reports show that overall, delegates from 88 countries attended 
the inauguration.



TEHRAN – In an interview with Iranian media, 
Kamal Kharrazi, the head of Iran’s Strategic Council 
on Foreign Relations and advisor to the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, refuted Israeli claims that 
Hezbollah was involved in a recent incident in the 
occupied Golan Heights, warning that the regime’s 
latest assertions are part of a broader strategy to 
escalate tensions in the region.

“Israel’s claim regarding the incident in the 
occupied Golan is a repetition of its assertion 
following the bombing of the Al-Ahli Arab hospital 
in Gaza, which resulted in the martyrdom of 500 
civilians, including innocent women and children, 
for which it blamed the Palestinian Resistance.” He 
emphasized that such accusations are not new and 
reflect Israel’s ongoing attempts to manipulate 

narratives surrounding its military actions.

On Saturday, at least 12 people were killed and 
30 others wounded after a missile hit a football 
pitch in the town of the Majdal Shams village in 
the Israeli-occupied Syrian Golan. Israel attributed 
the attack to Lebanon’s Hezbollah Resistance 
movement, vowing to “tear Lebanon apart” over 
the incident. 

Hezbollah has denied involvement in the strike, 
while eyewitnesses say a misfired Iron Dome 
missile caused the incident. The Druze community 
in Majdal Shams, mourning the loss of loved ones, 
also holds Israel responsible.

“How could Hezbollah, as an ally of Syria, bomb 
the loyal residents of Golan who belong to Syria?” 
Kharrazi asked. “This is nothing more than a plot, 
and Israel must understand that if it engages in 
this gamble, it will face severe responses.”

The SCFR chief concluded with a message 
for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
stating, “The best solution for Netanyahu is to end 
the brutal war in Gaza, as continuing the war and 
expanding it will bring him nothing but destruction 
and slaughter.”

Israel has been threatening to launch a 

war against Lebanon for several months now. 
Hezbollah has been attacking Israeli military 
positions in the occupied territories since October 
8, vowing to continue its operations against the 
regime until Zionists put an end to their genocidal 
war in Gaza. The Resistance group’s attacks 
have forced tens of thousands of Israeli settlers 
to vacate the northern parts of the occupied 
territories bordering Lebanon. 

Back in July, Kharrazi warned that if Israel 
launches an all-out offensive against Hezbollah, it 
will risk triggering a regional war in which Tehran 
and the “Axis of Resistance” would support the 
Lebanese Resistance movement with “all means.”

He told the Financial Times that the Islamic 
Republic was “not interested” in a regional war 
and urged the U.S. to put pressure on Israel to 
prevent further escalation.

When asked if Iran would support Hezbollah 
in the event of a full-blown conflict, Kharrazi 
said, “All Lebanese people, Arab countries, and 
members of the Axis of Resistance will support 
Lebanon against Israel.”

He added, “The expansion of war is not in the 
interest of anyone — not Iran or the U.S.”

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman has sharply 
denounced as hypocritical a 
joint statement by Australia, 
Canada, and New Zealand, which 
condemned Iran’s April operation 
against Israeli positions in the 
occupied territories, an operation 
that was a direct response to 
Israel’s unprecedented attack on 
the Iranian embassy in Syria.

In a statement released on 
Friday, the three countries 
criticized Iran for what they 
called “destabilizing actions” in 
the region.

 They did not, however, 
find fault in Israel’s blatant 

and dangerous breach of 
international law in attacking 
Iran’s diplomatic premises on 
April 1. 

The attack resulted in the 
deaths of 16 people, including a 
high-ranking military official and 
his deputy. 

“The duplicitous stance of 
Australia, New Zealand, and 
Canada, selectively applying 
international norms and siding 
with the apartheid Zionist 
regime, has not only failed to 
reduce tension in the region 
but has also emboldened the 
aggressor and intensified the 
Zionist regime’s barbaric actions 

and war crimes in Gaza,” Nasser 
Kanaani said, adding that Iran’s 
operation against Israel was in 
line with Article 51 of the United 
Nations Charter.

Iran’s response, which involved 
launching hundreds of drones 
and missiles from the Iranian 
territory, came two weeks 
after the Israeli strike and only 
targeted military sites. 

“The baseless accusations 
leveled by the prime ministers 
of Australia, New Zealand, and 
Canada come at a time when by 
providing weapons to the Zionist 
regime, these countries are 
complicit in the war crimes of the 

regime against the oppressed 
Palestinian people,” Kanaani 
added.

 “These countries also have 
other dark records in the region, 
such as direct and indirect 
participation in the bloody wars 
against Iraq and Afghanistan.”

The spokesman stressed that 
Iran remains committed to the 
principles and goals of the UN 
Charter and international law. 

However, he added that the 
Islamic Republic will not hesitate 
to act decisively to protect its 
national security and interests 
when faced with any illegal use 
of force.

TEHRAN – During a significant 
meeting on Tuesday, Leader of 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, asserted that 
the Palestinian people and those 
residing in the Gaza Strip currently 
uphold “the highest flag of Islam” 
globally. 

This statement was made in 
the presence of key figures in the 
Palestinian resistance movement, 
Ismail Haniyeh, the head of the 
political bureau of Hamas, and Ziyad 
al-Nakhalah, the Secretary General 
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Ayatollah Khamenei emphasized 
the critical role of Palestinian 
Resistance in advancing Islam’s 
cause. “Today, the highest flag 
of Islam is in the hands of the 
Palestinian nation and the people 
of Gaza,” he declared. He credited 
the ongoing Resistance efforts 
for creating opportunities to 
further promote Islamic values and 
principles.

Highlighting the widespread 
support for Islam, Ayatollah 
Khamenei noted, “The increasing 
trend toward Islam at the current 
juncture shows the glory and 
grandeur of the resistance of the 
Palestinian nation and the people 
of Gaza.” He commended the 
people of Gaza and the West Bank 
as the driving force behind this 
resurgence, expressing hope for 
continued divine support for the 
Palestinians and their Resistance 
forces.

Ismail Haniyeh, representing 
Hamas, expressed gratitude 
towards Iran for its unwavering 
support of Palestine and the 
Resistance movement. 

He underscored the critical 
phase of their struggle, noting, “The 
Palestinian people and Resistance 
fighters must establish their 
heroism and victory against Israel 
as the regime’s genocidal war on 
Gaza has reached a critical and 
historical stage after 300 days.”

Leader highlights importance of 

strengthening ties with Tajikistan

On Tuesday, Ayatollah 
Khamenei met with Tajikistan’s 
President Emomali Rahmon and 
his delegation, emphasizing the 
importance of bolstering relations 
with regional countries, particularly 
those sharing linguistic, cultural, 
historical, and religious ties with 
Iran.

During the meeting, Ayatollah 
Khamenei reaffirmed Iran’s 
commitment to enhancing 
cooperation with Tajikistan across 
various sectors. “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran remains committed 
to sincere collaboration with 
Tajikistan, as it has always been,” he 
declared.

The Leader of Islamic Revolution 
expressed appreciation for 
President Rahmon’s visit to Tehran 
to attend President Masoud 
Pezeshkian’s swearing-in ceremony. 
He emphasized that such high-
level visits lay the groundwork for 
increased bilateral cooperation. 

Concluding the meeting, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
acknowledged that efforts to 
expand Iran-Tajikistan relations face 
opposition, stressing the need for 
a strategic approach to overcome 
these challenges effectively.

Leader reaffirms Iran’s support 
for Armenia’s territorial integrity

During a meeting with Armenian 

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and 
his delegation on Tuesday, Ayatollah 
Khamenei emphasized the 
importance of preserving Armenia’s 
territorial integrity, declaring that 
Iran views the Zangezur corridor 
as detrimental to Armenia and 
remains steadfast in this position.

Ayatollah Khamenei underscored 
Iran’s commitment to strengthening 
relations with its neighbors, 
particularly Armenia. “We are truly 
committed to developing relations 
with Armenia, and the cooperation 
between the two countries, based 
on mutual interests and without 
considering the policies of others, 
will continue strongly,” he stated.

The Supreme Leader expressed 
his gratitude for Prime Minister 
Pashinyan’s attendance at President 
Masoud Pezeshkian’s inauguration 
ceremony and the funeral of Martyr 
Raisi. He reiterated Iran’s support 
for Armenia’s territorial integrity 
and opposition to the Zangezur 
corridor.

Ayatollah Khamenei highlighted 
the need for countries to rely 
on themselves and their close 
neighbors for security and 
prosperity, rather than external 
powers. “The security and interests 
of countries are ensured by relying 
on themselves and their close 
neighbors, and the actions of those 
who interfere from afar ultimately 
harm them,” he remarked.

The Leader also noted the strong 
ties between the Iranian people and 
the Armenian community in Iran, 
acknowledging their significant 
contributions during the Iran-Iraq 
War. “I have personally visited the 
homes of many Armenians,” he 
added.

Ayatollah Khamenei affirmed 
the respect Muslims have for Jesus 
Christ (PBUH) and condemned 
any insults to religious figures, 
including Jesus Christ (PBUH).

Prime Minister Pashinyan, 
joined by First Vice President 
Aref, expressed satisfaction with 
the growing relations between 
Iran and Armenia. He described 
his discussions with President 
Pezeshkian as constructive and 
positive, reiterating that Armenia 
has consistently rejected any 
extraterritorial corridors within its 
borders.

Pashinyan characterized the 
relationship between Iran and 
Armenia as strategic, expressing 
delight at the expanding and 
diversifying ties and underscoring 
the importance of continuing this 
trend.

Continuing his meetings, 
Ayatollah Khamenei also met with 
Sheikh Naim Qassem, Deputy 
Secretary General of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah, Mohammad Abdul 
Salam, the Ansarallah spokesman, 
and Iraq’s Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia’ Al Sudani on 
Tuesday afternoon.

The Leader praised the resilience 
and support of the Yemenis for the 
oppressed people of Gaza while 
talking to Ansarullah›s spokesman. 
In his remarks to Iraq›s PM, Ayatollah 
Khamenei urged for the swift 
implementation of agreements 
signed during the late President 
Ebrahim Raisi›s Administration. 
He also told Hezbollah›s deputy 
secretary general that different 
Lebanese groups and factions are in 
good coordination.

Legend goalscorer 
Daei praises Inter’s 
new signing Taremi
TEHRAN - In a recent interview with La 

Gazzetta dello Sport, Iranian football legend 
Ali Daei has heaped praise on Inter Milan’s 
new signing, Mehdi Taremi. 

Daei, who is the third-highest scorer in 
international football trailing only Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi, believes that 
Taremi is a “true goal-scorer” who can 
contribute significantly to the Nerazzurri’s 
attack.

“Taremi is a true bomber, he can score at 
least 15 goals. He is the best striker in all of 
Asia,” Daei declared.

 “His greatest quality is his football 
intelligence. Watch him closely: he may not 
touch the ball very often, but he scores, he 
moves well, he wins every duel.”

Daei believes that Inter have pulled off a 
remarkable deal in acquiring Taremi on a free 
transfer. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “For a player who has 
scored over 90 goals for Porto in the last four 
years, it’s an incredible deal. 

He’s scored decisive goals in the UEFA 
Champions League and won several trophies. 
Approved.”

When asked about Taremi’s best qualities, 
Daei highlighted his intelligence and 
physicality. 

“His football intelligence is exceptional. 
Taremi moves a lot, which is why he surprises 
defenders. Plus, he’s also very physical. 
He doesn’t lose a duel and it’s not easy to 
dispossess him. He also has great technical 
quality in the final third, which you might not 
expect.”

Daei singled out Taremi’s bicycle kick 
against Chelsea in the 2021 Champions 
League as one of his most impressive goals. 
“He showed that he can score acrobatic 
goals,” Daei said. “He knows how to position 
himself, evade markers, and use his body. If 
you’re not good, you don’t score 50 goals for 
your national team.”

Daei is confident that Taremi will thrive 
under Inter manager Simone Inzaghi. 

“From what I’ve seen, yes,” he said. “He’ll 
already know everything about him, so I don’t 
think he needs my advice. I can only say that, 
at this moment, Inzaghi is the coach who can 
get the best out of him. 

Moreover, the system favors him. Mehdi 
performs better alongside another striker: 
he can combine with them, provide assists, 
and exploit the wings. He always knows 
where to be on crosses.”

When asked about Taremi’s goal-scoring 
potential in Serie A, Daei replied, “It depends 
on the context and his starting role, but I 
would say 15 or even more. Serie A is much 
more difficult than the Portuguese league, 
but when you know how to score, you can do 
it anywhere, in any league.”

Daei concluded by praising Taremi’s 
character. “He is humble, respectful, and 
has strong values,” he said. “He has never 
forgotten where he came from, his origins, 
and the city where he was born, Bushehr. He 
has a great personality.

 I haven’t had the chance to speak to him 
recently, but I’m sure he will do well. And 
above all, he will score goals. Inter fans can 
rest assured.”

Ivan Alejo linked 
with Iran’s 
Esteghlal and 
Persepolis 
TEHRAN – Spanish winger Ivan Alejo has 

been reportedly linked with a move to Iranian 
football teams Esteghlal and Persepolis.

The 29-year-old right-winger currently 
plays for Spanish side Cadiz.

The Spanish player started his playing career 
in 2014 in Atlético Madrid C and has also played 
in Villareal B, Eibar, Getafe and Malaga.

Esteghlal, headed by former Osasuna 
midfielder Javad Nekounam, had previously 

shown an interest in signing Alejo and now, 
Persepolis, who has hired Spanish coach Juan 
Carlos Garrido, has joined its archrival to buy 
the player.

Iran edged by China 
in 2024 Asian 
U18 Volleyball 
Championship 
TEHRAN– Iran fell to China 3-2 (22-25, 

25-23, 14-25, 25-22, 15-13) in the 15th Asian 
Men’s U18 Volleyball Championship on 
Tuesday. 

Iran are had defeated Lebanon and the 
Philippines in Pool C.

The Persian booked their place in the next 
round behind China. 

The competition started on July 28 and will 
run until Aug. 4 at the Sport City Main Hall in 
Isa Town in Bahrain.

Iran are the most decorated team in the 
competition, having won seven titles out of 
13 editions.

Brazilian 
goalkeeper 
Helton Leite on 
Persepolis’ radar
TEHRAN – Brazilian goalkeeper Helton 

Leite has been reportedly linked with a move 
to Persepolis football team.

The 33-year-old goalkeeper played for 
Antalyaspor last season.

 Leite has also played for Portuguese 
teams Boavista and Benfica.

Persepolis is searching for a replacement 
for Alireza Beiranvand.

The Iran Professional League (IPL) title 
holder had been previously linked with Payam 
Niazmand and Mohammad Reza Akhbari.  

Iran crowned 
champions of 
2024 Asian U20 
Volleyball 
TEHRAN – Iran eased past South Korea 

in straight sets (25-12, 25-18, 25-22) on 
Tuesday in the 2024 Asian Men’s U-20 
Volleyball Championship final.

Earlier in the day, Japan defeated Indonesia 
3-1 in the third-place match.

Iran had defeated China, Chinese Taipei, 
Qatar, Kazakhstan, South Korea and Indonesia 
in the event.

Iran are the most decorated team in the 
competitor, winning the gold eight times.

The 2024 Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball 
Championship was the 22nd edition of the 
Asian Men’s U20 Volleyball Championship, a 
biennial international volleyball tournament 
organized by the Asian Volleyball 
Confederation (AVC) with Indonesian 
Volleyball Federation (PBVSI).

The tournament was held in Surabaya, 
Indonesia from July 23 to 30.

The topflight championship served as 
the Asia’s qualification tournament for 
the 2025 FIVB Volleyball Men’s U21 World 
Championship and the top four teams 
advanced to the competition.

Young Andarz 
reaches agreement 
with Leganes
TEHRAN – Iranian young right back Nima 

Andarz has reached an agreement with CD 
Leganes.The 18-year-old player is waiting for 
his work permit.

Andarz had been also linked with a move to 
Persepolis but finally reached an agreement 
with the Segunda Division side.

He was a member of Iran at the 2023 FIFA 
U-17 World Cup held in Indonesia. 
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Leader advisor warns Israel’s Hezbollah accusations are 
calculated attempts to escalate tensions

Iran calls out Canada, Australia, and New Zealand  
for ‘dual approach’ on Israel

Leader praises Palestinian Resistance 
as the foremost defender of Islam



TEHRAN- Iran exported 55,000 tons of 
eggs to the target countries in the first four 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-July 21), Hamidreza Kashani, the 
chairman of Iran’s Union of Egg-Laying Hen 
producers announced.

According to Kashani, Iranian egg producers 
are expected to produce 1.35 million tons of 
eggs in the current Iranian calendar year, IRNA 
reported.

“Currently, about 110,000 tons of eggs are 
produced in the country every month, and in 
addition to meeting the domestic needs, a 
part of the surplus product is exported to the 
target countries, which is between 10,000 and 

13,000 tons per month,” the official said.

He announced the export of Iran’s first egg 
shipment to Sudan and stated: “Currently, 
our country’s eggs are exported to Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates.”

According to the official, considering the 
current trend of production, over 150,000 
tons of eggs are expected to be exported by 
the end of the current Iranian year (late March 
2025).

Based on the Agriculture Ministry data, 
currently 1,700 egg production units and 
600 chicken breeding units are active in the 
country. 

Last year, 1,260,000 tons of eggs were 
produced in the country of which, about 
136,000 tons were exported to other 
countries. 

Iran has the capacity to produce 1.6 million 
tons of eggs annually.

Iranian eggs are mainly exported to 
neighboring countries including Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Qatar.

TEHRAN – Head of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration said the country 
exported $15.7 billion worth of crude 
oil to various countries in the first 
four months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20-July 21).

According to Mohammad 
Rezvanifar, the Islamic Republic’s 
total trade turn over reached $51 
billion in the mentioned four months 
and the country’s trade balance was 
$14.8 billion positive with oil included, 
Tasnim News Agency reported.

“During this period, 7.7 billion 
dollars of petrochemical products 
were also exported. It should be 
noted that the average value per ton 
of exported goods increased by four 
percent in the said four months,” 
Rezvanifar said.

Iran exported 1.4 million barrels 
of oil per day in 2023, indicating an 
increase of 500,000 barrels compared 
to its oil export data in the previous 
year, and it is expected that in the 
current year, an additional 100,000 
barrels would be added to Iran’s oil 
exports, reaching 1.5 million bpd.

Earlier this month, the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) in its latest report said Iran 
produced 3.251 million barrels per day 
(bpd) of crude oil in June, registering a 
13,000-bpd increase compared to the 
previous month.

Based on secondary sources, Iran 
produced 3.238 million bpd of crude 
oil in May, the report said.

The Islamic Republic’s average 
crude output for the second quarter 
of 2024 stood at 3.237 million bpd 
indicating a 58,000 bpd increase 
compared to the figure for the first 

quarter of the year, the report said.
The report put the average Iranian 

crude output for 2022 at 2.554 
million bpd, while the average output 
in 2023 was 2.859 million bpd.

These statistics show that the 
Islamic Republic has maintained 
its place as the third-largest oil 
producer among the OPEC members.

Iran’s average crude oil price 
increased by $4.76 per barrel in the 
first half of 2024 compared to the 
same period last year, according to 
the report.

According to OPEC, Iran’s crude 

oil was sold at $83.65 per barrel on 
average in the mentioned period.

Earlier in April, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) reported 
that Iran’s oil production in 2023 
saw an increase of 500,000 bpd in 
comparison to the previous year, 
reaching 3.1 million bpd.

According to the IMF data, the oil 
sector of Iran’s economy recorded a 
noteworthy growth of 15 percent in 
2023. Over the three years of late 
President Ebrahim Raisi’s tenure, 
this sector experienced a double-
digit growth; therefore, the oil sector 
saw 10.1 percent, 10 percent, and 15 
percent growth respectively in 2021, 
2022, and 2023.

It is predicted that Iran’s oil 
production will increase by another 
100,000 bpd, reaching 3.2 million 
bpd in 2024.

Iran’s gas production also increased 
from the equivalent of 4.8 million 
barrels of oil per day in 2022 to the 
equivalent of 5.1 million bpd in 2023. 
According to IMF, the figure is expected 
to rise by 300,000 bpd to reach the 
equivalent of 5.4 million bpd in 2024.

TEHRAN - Director of supply and distribution 
at the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution 
Company (NIOPDC) says the company has 
supplied 30 percent more fuel to the country’s 
power plants in the current Iranian calendar year 
(started in late March) compared to the previous 
year.

“In the first 131 days of the current year (March 
20 to July 28), a total of 5.953 billion liters of 
liquid fuel was delivered to power plants, which 
includes 3.223 billion liters of oil and gas and 2.7 
billion liters of fuel oil,” Morteza Abedini said.

Referring to the holding of numerous 
coordination and planning meetings for power 
plant fuel supply with the National Iranian Gas 
Company (NIGC) and the Ministry of Energy, 
Abedini added: “Considering the current 
conditions and the increase in electricity 
consumption, with positive interaction with the 
National Iranian Gas Company, the Oil Ministry is 
trying to provide the fuel for power plants mostly 

from natural gas so that we can increase the 
volume of liquid fuel storage in power plants.”

Back in May, Head of the NIGC’s Dispatching 
Department Saeed Aghili said gas supply to the 
country’s power plants increased by 11 percent 
in the previous Iranian calendar year (ended on 
March 19) compared to the year before.

According to Aghili, the NIGC supplied 79 
billion cubic meters of natural gas to the power 
plants across the country in the previous year.

He put the country’s total gas consumption 
in the previous year at 249 billion cubic meters, 
which was also 7.0 billion cubic meters more 
than the figure for a year earlier.

Based on the data released by the National 
Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution Company 
(NIORDC), the company has also supplied more 
than $3.8 billion worth of liquid fuel for the 
power plants over the past 2.5 years.

As reported, during the mentioned period, 3.6 

million liters of gas oil and 2.5 million liters of 
fuel oil were supplied to 110 power plants across 
the country.

Back in September 2023, NIGC Head Majid 
Chegeni said the cumulative gas supply to the 
country’s power plants in the first six months 
of the previous Iranian calendar year (March 
21-September 22, 2023) increased by 16 percent 
compared to last year’s same period, registering 
a new record high.

According to Chegeni, due to the increase 
in gas supply in the mentioned period, the 
consumption of liquid fuel in the power plants 
significantly decreased which resulted in less air 
pollution.

Mentioning NIGC programs for the gas supply 
in the cold season, the official said: “We hope that 
with the measures taken in various sectors from 
production and distribution to transmission, we 
will successfully pass this winter as well as last 
year.”

TEHRAN – The loading and 
unloading of goods in Khorramshahr 
port, in Iran’s southwestern 
Khuzestan province, increased by 62 
percent during the first four months 
of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20-July 21), as compared to 
the same time span in the previous 
year, according to a provincial official.

Ali Asgari, the director-general of 
the Ports and Maritime Department 
of Khorramshahr county, announced 
that 1.134 million tons of goods 
were loaded and unloaded in 
Khorramshahr port during the first 
four months of this year, while the 
figure was 698,000 tons in the same 
period of time in the past year.

According to the data released 
by Iran’s Transport and Urban 
Development Ministry, the loading 

and unloading of goods in the ports of 
Iran increased by four percent in the 
previous Iranian calendar year 1402 
(ended on March 19), as compared to 
the same period in a year earlier, 

During the mentioned period, 
loading and unloading operations 
in the container sector also rose 10 
percent year on year to reach 2.614 
million TEUs.

Based on the data previously 
released by the Transport and Urban 
Development Ministry, the loading 
and unloading of goods in the ports 
of Iran rose 17 percent during the 
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on 
March 20, 2023), as compared to the 
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the 
loading and unloading of goods in the 
country’s ports reached 152.91 million 

tons in the mentioned year, while the 
figure stood at 130.69 million tons in 
the preceding year.

During the said year, loading and 
unloading operations in the container 
sector reached 2.1 million TEUs with a 
weight of 24.57 million tons, which 
was 13.5 percent more than the 1.85 
million TEUs in the Iranian calendar 
year 1400, the report said.

While Iran is combating the U.S. 
unilateral sanctions on its economy, 
the country’s ports as the major 
gates of exports and imports play 
a significant role in this battle. This 
role makes all-out support to ports 
and more development of them 
serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the 
government to define projects for 
more development of the ports 

and also take some measures to 
encourage investment making in 
ports, in addition to facilitating the 
loading and unloading of goods, 
especially basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s 
Ports and Maritime Organization has 
defined a high number of projects to 
develop and improve the country’s 
ports, as the country aims to double 
the capacity of its ports in five years.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization (PMO) has put it on the 
agenda to attract 300 trillion rials 
(about $600 million) of investment 
from the private sector in the 
country’s ports by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year (late 
March 2025).

As reported by the PMO portal, the 
mentioned investment is going to be 

used to develop the infrastructure 
and operational capacity of the 
country’s ports.

Earlier this month, PMO Head Ali-
Akbar Safaei said over the past few 
years the organization has managed 
to attract nearly $1.7 billion of foreign 
and domestic investment in the 
country’s ports and maritime sector.

Speaking in a press conference on 
July 10, Safaei said some 620 trillion 
rials (about $1.24 billion) of domestic 
investment and $470 million of 
foreign investment have been 
attracted in the mentioned sectors.

“The attraction of this amount 
of private sector investment is 
significant compared to the total 
budget of the government in the sea 
and port sectors,” he said.

According to the official, regarding 

the foreign investment, PMO has 
signed contracts with five countries 
including India which has so far 
invested $120 million in the port 
sector and $250 million in the rail, 
roads and infrastructure sector.

Referring to the growth of 
maritime trade in the country, Safaei 
continued: “Maritime trade increased 
from 215 million tons in [the Iranian 
calendar year] 1401 (2022-2023) to 
237 million tons last year (ended on 
March 19, 2024).”

“In the first quarter of the current 
year, 60 million tons of maritime 
trade was recorded, which shows a 
10 percent growth compared to the 
same period last year, and even a 
70 percent growth was recorded in 
some ports of the Caspian Sea,” he 
added.

TEHRAN – As announced by 
a provincial official, the value of 
export from Markazi province, in the 
center of Iran, rose by 47 percent 
during the first four months of 
the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20- July 21), as compared to 
the same period of time in the past 
year.

Ruhollah Gholami said that 
686,000 tons of commodities 
worth $465 million were exported 
from the province in the four-
month period, also indicating 30 
percent growth in terms of weight, 
year on year.

According to the official, the 
commodities were exported from 
Markazi province to 74 countries 
around the world during the first 
four months of the current Iranian 
calendar year

As previously announced by the 
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA), in 
the first four months of the current 

Iranian calendar year, the country 
exported $17.5 billion non-oil goods, 
registering an 8.0 percent growth, 
year on year.

Mohammad Rezvanifar put the 
total value of the country’s non-oil 
trade in the mentioned four months 
at $36 billion, IRIB reported.

According to the official, Iran 
imported $18.5 billion worth of 
non-oil products, about 6.0 percent 
less than the figure for the previous 
year’s corresponding period.

The country’s trade balance 
was $1.0 billion negative in the 
mentioned four months, indicating 
a significant decline compared to 
the previous year’s same period.

In the first four months of the 
previous Iranian year, the country’s 
export of non-oil goods stood at 
nearly $16 billion, while the imports 
during this period were about $19.5 
billion. The trade balance of the 
country was negative $2.5 billion 
during this period.

As previously announced by 
IRICA, the value of Iran’s foreign 
trade including oil and technical 
engineering services reached 
$153.17.8 billion in the last Iranian 
calendar year.

According to Rezvanifar, the value 
of the Islamic Republic’s trade with 
the partners in the previous year 
increased by 2.6 percent compared 
to the same period last year.

The official put the country’s 
non-oil exports, excluding exports 
of electricity, crude oil, and techno-
engineering services, at 136.4 
million tons worth $49.33 billion 
which shows a 9.82 percent rise 
in terms of tonnage and an 8.87 
percent decline in terms of value.

Iran exported $35.87 billion of 
crude oil, $370 million of electricity, 
and $1.293 billion of technical 
engineering services in the 
mentioned year.

Based on IRICA data, during 
this period, 48.8 million tons of 

petrochemical products worth 
$19.4 billion were also exported, 
which shows a decrease of 11.32 
percent and 28.59 percent in terms 
of weight and value, respectively.

During this period, liquefied 
natural gas with $3.9 billion, 
liquefied propane with $3.62 billion, 
and bitumen-oil with $2.19 billion 
were Iran’s top exported items.

Iran’s top export destination 
during this period was China with 
$13.915 billion worth of imports 
from the Islamic Republic, followed 
by Iraq with $9.215 billion, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) with 
over $6.611 billion, Turkey with $4.16 
billion, and India with $2.17 billion.

The official put the average 
customs value of each ton of 
exported goods at $362 which has 
decreased by 17 percent compared 
to the preceding year.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN - Iran’s petrochemical exports 
reached $3.39 billion in the first quarter of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 20- 
June 20), according to the director general 
of the Association of Petrochemical Industry 
Corporation (APIC).

Ahmad Mahdavi Abhari said in a press 
conference on Monday that about three 
million tons of petrochemical products were 
sold inside the country and 7.74 million tons 
worth $3.39 billion were exported during this 
period.

He put the country’s total petrochemical 
output in the mentioned three months at 
30 million tons, adding that about 11 million 
tons were also been supplied to be used as 
feedstock to produce products with more 
added value.

According to the official, if the current 
trend of exports continues the revenues of 
the sector will exceed those earned in the 
previous year.

Back in May, the head of the National 
Petrochemical Company (NPC) Morteza 
Shahmirzaei said over 97 petrochemical 
facilities are operating across Iran.

The official referred to the growth in Iran’s 
petrochemical industry, adding that there 
were only six petrochemical complexes in the 
country when the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
toppled former Shah and the Islamic Republic 
was founded 45 years ago.

Noting that the country produces some 
550 different types of petrochemical 
products, he said that each one of these 
products helps the development of a part of 
the Iranian industry.

He expected that Iran’s petrochemical 
output will reach 100 million metric tons 
(mt) by the end of the current calendar year 
to March 2025.

Shahmirzaei had earlier said NPC is 
planning to complete 13 new petrochemical 
projects by the end of the current Iranian 

calendar year.

“One of the strategies of the petrochemical 
industry in the year “production leap with 
people’s participation” is to put 12 new 
petrochemical projects into operation by the 
end of [the current Iranian calendar]1403 and 
use all available capacities,” the official said.

He stated that the completion of 12 
petrochemical projects by the end of this year 
will have a significant impact on the growth 
of production and economic development of 
the country.

The NPC head had previously put the 
country’s petrochemical production capacity 
at over 92 million tons, and said: “Today 
we are almost self-sufficient in the main 
petrochemical sectors including products 
and equipment.”

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts 
for 28 percent of the region’s petrochemical 
capacity and 2.7 percent of the world’s 
petrochemical capacity, he announced.

The petrochemical industry plays a 
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy, as 
petrochemical export is the second-largest 
source of revenue for the country after crude 
oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute 
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil 
exports.

According to Shahmirzaei, the company 
plans to increase its annual petrochemical 
production capacity to 200 million tons over 
the next 10 years.
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Iran exports 55,000  
tons of eggs in 4 months

Iran’s 4-month oil export stands 
at $15.7b: IRICA

Fuel supply to power plants rises 30% 

Loading, unloading rise 62% in Khorramshahr port

Export from Markazi province up 47% in 4 months on year

Quarterly petchem exports exceed $3.3b



By Wesam Bahrani
TEHRAN - Following the with-

drawal of the Israeli Occupation 
Forces (IOF) from the eastern 
areas of Khan Younis, medi-
cal teams are trying to recover 
the bodies of dead civilians and 
searches are underway for miss-
ing persons under the rubble. 

Reporters on the ground have 
spoken of significant destruction 
left by the IOF in the area and 
said that residents of eastern 
Khan Younis have begun return-
ing to their homes after the IOF 
retreated from most of the areas 
it had invaded. 

The level of destruction by the 
IOF has made ongoing search 
and rescue operations for fami-
lies missing under the rubble an 
extremely difficult challenge for 
medical personnel and civil de-
fense teams.   

Reports indicate some bodies 
have been recovered from under 
the rubble, following the official 
announcement by the IOF of end-
ing its operation in eastern Khan 
Younis after pounding the region 
as part of a wider and ongoing 
assault on central and southern 
parts of the Strip. 

Reporters on the ground also 
noted that several bodies have 
arrived at the Nasser Medical 
Complex after being retrieved 
from the eastern part of Khan 
Younis, noting that most of the 
bodies are decayed.

So far, medical and civil de-
fense teams have recovered 42 
bodies from the areas of al-Qar-
ara and Bani Suhaila east of Khan 
Younis, with the number likely to 
increase.

The Gaza Civil Defense an-
nounced the recovery of a body 
and 6 injured people from an 
apartment in one of the residen-
tial towers that was struck by Is-
raeli shelling. 

They also recovered bodies and 
others still alive but seriously in-
jured as a result of the IOF shell-
ing at a family home in Abasan 
al-Kabira in the area. 

The Gaza Civil Defense pointed 
out that it still has 200 reports 
and signals about missing civil-
ians east of Khan Younis.

The Red Crescent in Gaza con-
firmed that the IOF has caused 

massive destruction in several 
neighborhoods of Khan Younis, 
and racing areas to the ground 
that the IOF claimed were safe 
zones have only exacerbated the 
suffering of displaced people.

Before its withdrawal, the IOF 
demolished the Kamil al-Af-
ha school in the al-Qarara area 
north of Khan Younis.

Reports say the dead were not 
spared from IOF tanks, which 
destroyed the Bani Suhaila cem-
etery east of Khan Younis, tram-
pling and digging up graves and 
removing the bodies before 
withdrawing from the area after 
a ten-day assault.

Reports described the scenes 
at the cemetery as being com-
pletely razed as if it has been 
uprooted from its foundations. 
Most of the graves are said to 

have been exhumed. 

Many villages in the eastern 
part of Khan Younis no longer 
exist. 

Residents of Khan Younis 
say they have observed large 
amounts of military debris left 
behind by the IOF.  

Footage documented the ex-
tensive damage left by the occu-
pation forces around the al-Zilal 
Mosque and the Bani Suhaila 
area. 

Despite the destruction and 
casualties caused by the IOF, 
signs of life have begun to ap-
pear as residents slowly return 
to inspect what is left of their 
homes.

As the genocidal Israeli war on 
Gaza approaches its 300th day. 
The IOF continues its aggression 
on the besieged territory with an 
Apache helicopter reportedly fir-
ing in the northeastern region of 
al-Bureij in central Gaza.

The IOF used artillery and oth-
er munitions to bombard the 
western part of the al-Sabra 
neighborhood and the eastern 
part of the al-Zeitoun neighbor-
hood southeast of Gaza City in 
the north. 

Rescue and emergency teams 
managed to recover a body after 
the IOF targeted a group of civil-
ians near the vicinity of al Safa-
tawi Roundabout, north of the 
enclave. 

By Rashid Khattinejad 
TEHRAN - The recent acts of hostility by 

the Zionist regime against Lebanon are not 
just strategic moves; they represent a dan-
gerous escalation that threatens to desta-
bilize the region and highlight the regime’s 
growing isolation. This column examines how 
Hezbollah’s powerful defense, the constant 
backing from allies such as Iran, changes in 
global public sentiment, historical errors, and 
unexpected developments are pushing the 
Zionist regime closer to the brink of disaster.

1. Hezbollah’s defensive might: A symbol of 
resistance

Hezbollah’s defensive capabilities have 
evolved into a key element of regional resis-
tance. Over time, this Lebanese group has 
established a comprehensive military infra-
structure and gained strategic know-how. In 
recent clashes, Hezbollah has exhibited ex-
traordinary skill in thwarting Israeli attacks, 
causing significant harm to the Zionist mil-
itary. Each confrontation not only highlights 
Hezbollah’s readiness but also turns every 

Israeli attack into a costly and extended fight 
for the attackers. The regime’s persistent 
aggression only strengthens Hezbollah’s re-
solve and effectiveness.

2. Firm alliance support: Iran’s significant 
contribution

Iran’s support for Hezbollah is a crucial as-
pect of the resistance against Zionist expan-
sion. Tehran offers substantial aid, including 
military, financial, and logistical support, 
significantly enhancing Hezbollah’s ability to 
counter Israeli aggression. This partnership 
is founded on shared values of independence 
and fairness, transcending mere political 
strategies. The Zionist regime now faces a 
cohesive and well-equipped opposition, bol-
stered by Iran’s unwavering support, making 
any further aggression a high-risk endeavor.

3. International reactions: The world voices 
out against the invader

The international community’s criticism 
of the Zionist regime’s actions is escalating. 
Increasingly, the global audience sees Israeli 

assaults as disproportionate and cruel, es-
pecially those directed at civilian areas. This 
growing resentment contributes to the re-
gime’s diplomatic isolation, as it is viewed as 
a perpetrator of child killings with little re-
gard for international conventions. The nega-
tive global reaction complicates the regime’s 
efforts to garner international support and 
legitimacy for its aggressive actions.

4. Historical mistakes: Insights from the 
Iranian consulate incident

The Zionist regime’s history is marked by 
strategic mistakes, with serious implications 
for its broader geopolitical aspirations. A 
notable example is the attack on the Iranian 
consulate, which did not achieve its intended 
goals and instead ignited a broader resis-
tance movement. Such errors indicate a pat-
tern of overconfidence and underestimating 
the resolve and capabilities of its foes. This 
historical backdrop serves as a warning for 
the regime as it persists with its aggressive 
policies, risking further significant and un-
predictable consequences.

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Israeli officials are still displaying 
a lot of hubris despite suffering major blows at 
the hands of regional resistance groups since 
the Gaza war broke out nearly 10 months ago. 

Since Israel declared war on Gaza on Octo-
ber 7, Hamas and Islamic Jihad have dealt heavy 
blows to the regime’s army on the battlefield 
killing hundreds of its troops. 

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq and Yemen’s 
Ansarullah movement have also carried out 
strikes against Israel in solidarity with Pal-
estinians against the backdrop of the war of 
genocide in Gaza which has so far claimed the 
lives of at least 39,400 people in the enclave. 

Likewise, Lebanon’s Hezbollah, which has 
far superior firepower than other regional re-
sistance groups, has also been striking Israeli 
military positions for more than nine months. 

Israel, meanwhile, has hit targets inside Leb-
anon killing over 500 people, including civilians. 

Over the past months, the Benjamin Net-
anyahu regime has threatened to wage a full-
fledged war against Hezbollah if the resistance 
group does not stop its attacks.

A weekend rocket attack in the occupied Is-
raeli Golan Heights which killed 12 children has 
filled the air with the smell of an all-out war 
between the two sides. 

Hezbollah has denied responsibility for the 

attack that hit a soccer field in the Druze town 
of Majdal Shams on Saturday. 

Nonetheless, Israeli officials have resorted 
to rhetoric against the Lebanese resistance 
movement. 

Empty wish 

   Israel’s far-right Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich has called for Israel to “reoccupy 
southern Lebanon” and “destroy” Hezbollah.  

“There is no way to restore security to the 
residents of the north [of Israel] without a war 
that will destroy Hezbollah, that will reoccupy 
southern Lebanon, and that will return the se-
curity strip that is today in our territory back to 
the territory of Lebanon,” Smotrich, who is also 
the leader of the National Religious Party-Reli-
gious Zionism, said in a televised speech broad-
cast by Hebrew media outlets. 

The far-right minister’s demand for reoccu-
pying southern Lebanon comes more than 20 
years after the Israeli army had to withdraw 
from that region.  

Israel launched an offensive in Lebanon in 
1982, sending its tanks all the way to the cap-
ital Beirut. The regime occupied southern Leb-
anon for nearly 20 years until it was driven out 
by Hezbollah in 2000. 

Hence, the reoccupation of southern Leba-
non is nothing more than a foolish delusion. 

Smotrich is also building castles in the air 

when he floats the idea of destroying Hezbol-
lah. 

Over the past decades, Israel has failed to 
eliminate Hezbollah. The resistance movement 
has already fought off two Israeli wars against 
Lebanon in 2000 and 2006. Hezbollah forced 
the Israeli army to retreat in both conflicts.

Currently, Hezbollah has about 150,000 mis-
siles and rockets of various types and ranges. 
The resistance movement has also displayed 
its drone capabilities. It has recently published 
videos featuring drone footage of Israeli mili-
tary bases and locations. 

Hezbollah drones have captured the footage 
and returned to Lebanon undetected. They suc-
cessfully penetrated Israel’s defense layers. 

Besides, the number of Hezbollah operatives 
who are ready to join a potential war with Is-
rael has exceeded 100,000, that’s according to 
Hezbollah Secretary-General Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah.

In addition to its military capabilities, Hez-
bollah is an influential political heavyweight in 
Lebanon. 

Israel can go to direct war with Hezbollah. 
But it won’t be able to determine the fate of 
such a conflict. As a result, the entire West Asia 
region could turn into hell on earth for Israeli 
troops and the supporters of the apartheid re-
gime. 

 About 300 killed in 
Khan Younis during 
Israeli assault
A large number of bodies were decomposed 

when recovered after the nine-day Israeli army 
incursion in and around the southern Gaza City, 
the emergency rescue agency says on Tele-
gram.

“Our crews are still searching for missing 
persons,” it said, adding that 31 homes were 
bombed while inhabited by Palestinians.

Up to 1,000 
hepatitis cases 
registered weekly 
across Gaza
The UN agency for Palestinian refugees 

(UNRWA) says its health centers and shelters 
in the enclave have already recorded nearly 
40,000 hepatitis cases since Israel’s war on 
Gaza started.

“Desperate sanitary conditions facilitate the 
spread of diseases including Hepatitis A,” the 
UNRWA said on X.

Kuwait seeking to 
reopen embassy in 
Syria
Kuwait is looking to reopen its embassy in 

the Syrian capital, Damascus, 13 years after 
closing the embassy down in the wake of the 
Syrian conflict and the Arab League’s decision 
to suspend Syria’s membership, it has been 
reported. Many other states closed their em-
bassies as a result of the Arab League decision.

Syria’s Al-Watan newspaper cited officials 
on Sunday as saying that a Kuwaiti delegation 
has recently visited Damascus to facilitate the 
resumption of high-level diplomatic relations 
between the two countries as soon as possible. 
According to the sources, a group of Kuwaiti 
businessmen also visited Damascus to dis-
cuss potential cooperation with Syrian coun-
terparts. The Arab League readmitted Syria in 
May 2023.

Hezbollah-Israel 
conflict not 
inevitable: US 
defense secretary
United States Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-

tin says he does not believe that a fight be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah is inevitable, saying 
that Washington would like to see things re-
solved in a diplomatic fashion.

Austin made the comments at a joint media 
conference in Manila, the Philippines, following 
security talks between himself, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and their respective 
Philippine counterparts, Gilberto Teodoro and 

Enrique Manalo.

Wars a setback to 
polio eradication 
program: WHO
Margaret Harris, a spokeswoman for the 

World Health Organization (WHO), says wars 
have eliminated past efforts made to eradicate 
polio.

“We were on the point of eliminating it,” Har-
ris told Al Jazeera. “But with conflicts breaking 
out around the world, all that work, all those 
millions of dollars … have been wasted because 
we have just gone backwards,” Harris said.

Cases of polio have declined by 99 percent 
worldwide since 1988, thanks to mass vaccina-
tion campaigns, and efforts continue to eradi-
cate it everywhere.

Rockets target 
Israeli forces in 
northern Gaza 
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 

fighters attacked Israeli forces operating in 
neighborhoods to the south of Gaza City with 
rocket-propelled grenades and mortars, and 
fired rockets at troops deployed on the Net-
zarim Corridor further to the south, war mon-
itors report.

In southern Gaza’s Rafah city, Hamas fired 
a “Red Arrow” guided missile at an Israeli ar-
moured vehicle on Monday, according to US-
based defence think tanks the Institute for 
the Study of War (ISW) and the Critical Threats 
Project (CTP).

A combined Hamas-PIJ sniper attack also 
targeted an Israeli soldier in eastern Khan You-
nis in the south of the Gaza Strip and another 
joint Hamas-PIJ sniper team fired on an Israeli 
soldier in the Bani Suheila area of the city, ac-
cording to the latest ISW-CTP battlefield re-
port.

 Discrimination 
against US Muslims, 
Palestinians jumps 
70%: CAIR
 Discrimination and attacks against Muslims 

and Palestinians rose by about 70% in the U.S. 
in the first half of 2024 amid heightened Islam-
ophobia due to Israel’s war in Gaza, the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations advocacy group 
said on Tuesday.

Human rights advocates have reported a 
global rise in Islamophobia, anti-Palestinian 
bias and antisemitism since the eruption in 
October of the Israel-Gaza war which has killed 
tens of thousands and caused a humanitarian 
crisis.

In the first six months of 2024, CAIR said it 
received 4,951 complaints of anti-Muslim and 
anti-Palestinian incidents, a rise of nearly 70% 
compared with the same period in 2023.

For over nine months, oil-rich monarchies 
in the Persian Gulf have deftly manoeuvred 
to avoid becoming entangled in Israel’s war 
on Gaza, and the spillover conflicts it has 
spawned across the region.

Now, some of these states appear to 
be inching closer to entering the conflict’s 
forefront by participating in a US-backed 
peacekeeping force in the Gaza Strip when 
the war ends.

Last week, for the second time in a month, 
the United Arab Emirates called for a multi-
national force to deploy to Gaza to provide 
security after a permanent ceasefire is bro-
kered. The decision represents a remarkable 
about-face for the UAE, which in May pushed 
back forcefully against Israel’s claim that it 
could assist in governing the enclave.

Bahrain has also signalled privately it will 
participate in the force, which is likely to see 
officers and senior non-commissioned of-
ficers who are Persian Gulf Arab nationals 
working on the ground with Palestinian se-
curity forces, a US official told Middle East 
Eye.

If Persian Gulf Arab states’ boots touch the 
ground in Gaza, it would represent a profound 
shift for the region, putting the royal families 
who rule the region in uncharted territory. 

The monarchs have spent decades brush-
ing aside the Israel-Palestine conflict to fo-
cus on intervention in poorer Arab states 
like Libya, Syria and Yemen - but more re-
cently, have focused on economic growth at 
home. 

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)
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TEHRAN - In a congratulatory 
message, the President of Iran, 
Masoud Pezeshkian, has hailed the 
UNESCO World Heritage listing of 
Ecbatana, vowing to put tourism 
and heritage preservation on the 
agenda of his newly established 
government.

According to IRNA, Pezeshkian’s 
message, issued on Tuesday, reads: 
“Iran’s history, culture, and civiliza-
tion have always shone brightly 
on the world stage. Today’s global 
recognition of Hegmataneh (bet-
ter known as Ecbatana in Western 
sources) as Iran’s 28th entry on 
the World Heritage list once again 
underscores the grandeur of Irani-
an civilization.”

The statement further noted, 
“Hamadan is an ancient and en-
during city, home to numerous 
historical and cultural relics from 
various eras. Historical texts from 
both within and outside of Iran 
have highlighted the city’s unique 
status. The historical events and 
happenings in Hamadan reflect its 
high significance. From pre-Islam-
ic times to the present, Hamadan 
has always been a cradle of science 
and religion.”

 “Hegmataneh is a symbol of the 
unity of Iranians from the Median 
period and its expansion and pro-

tection in the Achaemenid, Parthi-
an and Sassanid periods,” Pezesh-
kian pinpointed in the letter. 

In his message, Pezeshkian also 
emphasized, “During the Islamic 
era, Hamadan has maintained a 
close connection with Iran’s histo-
ry, being the site of many signifi-
cant historical events.”

 The message concluded by 
expressing gratitude to the ex-
perts and managers involved in 
achieving the global recognition 
of Ecbatana as the country’s 28th 
UNESCO World Heritage label. The 
President extended his congratu-
lations to the Iranians, reaffirming 
the government’s commitment to 
preserving cultural heritage and 

promoting tourism and handi-
crafts.

 Ecbatana, a treasured ancient 
city of Iran known for its profound 
historical and cultural significance, 
officially inscribed on the World 
Heritage List by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), on Satur-
day.

The UNESCO designation of Ec-
batana marks the country’s 28th 
UNESCO World Heritage label. The 
decision was made during the 
46th session of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee held in New 
Delhi, India, where delegates from 
around the globe convened to re-
view nominations from various 

countries. The inclusion of Hegma-
taneh highlights its extraordinary 
contribution to human civilization 
and its role in shaping the cultural 
landscape of the region.

 Hegmataneh is universally cel-
ebrated as the site where the Me-
dian Dynasty was first established. 
Serving as the capital of the pow-
erful Median Empire, Hegmataneh 
later became a significant center 
for the Achaemenid Empire, one 
of the most influential empires in 
history.

The city’s historical signifi-
cance is further enriched by its 
role during subsequent periods, 
including the Seleucid, Parthian, 
Sassanid, and Islamic eras. Each 
era left its indelible mark on Heg-
mataneh, shaping it into a vibrant 
tapestry of cultural evolution.

 Located in the suburban area of 
modern Hamadan, Hegmataneh 
spans approximately 50 acres, 
with its rich archaeological depos-
its offering a glimpse into millen-
nia of human civilization. Despite 
its vast historical significance, 
large portions of the site remain 
unexplored, promising future dis-
coveries that could further illumi-
nate our understanding of ancient 
Iran.

TEHRAN - For the first time in 
the country, Alborz University of 
Medical Sciences has been grant-
ed approval to establish a Mas-
ter’s program in medical tourism, 
marking a significant milestone in 
Iran’s educational and healthcare 
landscape.

“This pioneering initiative aims 
to cultivate a new generation of 

skilled professionals in the bur-
geoning field of medical tourism,” 
the deputy of education at the uni-
versity brought to light on Tuesday. 
“Additionally, graduates will be 
equipped to manage various active 
units within this sector.”

Dr. Shahrouz Yazdani stated that 
the approval came following a de-
cision by the council for the devel-

opment of medical universities, as 
a result of persistent efforts by the 
Alborz university’s administration.

He emphasized the broad im-
pact of this program, noting its 
potential benefits in educational 
development, economic growth, 
job creation, and strengthening 
medical tourism countrywide.

“Currently, about half of health 

tourists enter the country through 
intermediaries,” Dr. Yazdani point-
ed out, underscoring that with the 
professional and certified services 
provided by graduates of this pro-
gram, significant contributions 
can be made to all aspects of the 
medical tourism sector, including, 
service providers, and facilitating 
companies.

TEHRAN – A team of archaeologists has con-
ducted a survey to document a vast prehistoric 
site in western Iran. 

The site, named Sang-e Madan, is situated in 
Kermanshah province and it dates from the Low-
er Paleolithic and Middle Paleolithic periods, with 
an estimated age ranging from one million to 
40,000 years ago.

According to Nemat Hariri, head of the archae-
ological investigation team, the new discoveries 
in the site have the potential to reshape the ex-
isting understanding of human history and pre-
historic life in the Iranian Plateau. 

Hariri referred to the findings of a 2021 survey 
led by Dr. Saman Heydari-Guran, a distinguished 
Paleolithic archaeologist, said: “That survey un-
derscored the site’s importance as a key archae-
ological zone in southern Kermanshah.”

The archaeologist added that the site spans 
approximately 320 hectares and has yielded nu-
merous artifacts, including stone tools, which 
provide crucial insights into the activities and 
lifestyles of prehistoric communities.

As mentioned by Hariri, Sang-e Madan rep-
resents one of Iran’s most extensive Paleolithic 
archaeological zones. The site has revealed a 
treasure trove of stone tools and cultural arti-
facts spanning from the early Lower Paleolithic 
to the Middle Paleolithic period. These findings 
indicate that the site was continuously occupied 
by diverse communities for nearly a million years, 
offering a window into the cultural evolution of 
early human societies.

“The artifacts discovered at Sang-e Madan 
show a remarkable continuity of human occupa-
tion,” said Hariri. 

One of the most notable aspects of the Sang-e 
Madan site is its association with the Acheule-
an culture, known for its distinctive stone hand 
axes. The discovery of these tools suggests that 
early human populations utilized the rich natural 

resources of the region to create tools essential 
for their survival. The abundance of raw stone 
materials in the area likely played a crucial role 
in attracting prehistoric communities, who relied 
on these resources to manufacture various im-
plements for hunting, food processing, and other 
daily activities.

“We have uncovered stone tools that date from 
about one million years ago to 40,000 years ago, 
including items associated with the Acheulean 
culture. This suggests that the area was a signif-
icant center of human activity during prehistoric 
times.”

He said in the 1960s, when a team from the 
University of Chicago, led by Robert Braidwood, 
discovered a stone axe in the nearby Gakiyeh vil-
lage. “This initial discovery laid the groundwork 
for further exploration and understanding of the 
region’s prehistoric significance. Today, the re-
cent findings at Sang-e Madan have surpassed 
expectations, uncovering not just a single tool 
but a vast array of artifacts that offer new in-
sights into Iran’s prehistoric past.”

Despite its importance, the Sang-e Madan site 
faces significant threats from modern develop-
ment and neglect. 

Hariri expressed concerns about urban ex-
pansion, road construction, and agricultural ac-
tivities that endanger the preservation of this 
invaluable archaeological site. 

TEHRAN - In the coming months, a team of experienced 
UNESCO assessors will be arriving at the Qeshm Island 
UNESCO Global Geopark as part of the periodic evaluation 
of the UN body. 

The routine assessment, which is estimated to take 
place between September and October, is intended to veri-
fy whether the geopark retains its prestigious status with-
in the UNESCO Global Geoparks Network.

In that regard, Sajad Eshgarf, the director of the Qeshm 
Geopark, has expressed optimism and confidence based on 
extensive efforts made to keep up with the UN standards. 

“We seek to demonstrate our commitment to the stan-
dards and values that define UNESCO Global Geoparks, and 
we are eager to highlight our advancements in communi-
ty involvement, local knowledge promotion, and women’s 
participation,” the official stated in a recent interview with 
ISNA.

Eshgarf noted that UNESCO Global Geoparks undergo 
reevaluation every four years to ensure compliance with 
UNESCO’s criteria. 

These assessments are essential for renewing their 
place on the Global Geoparks Network list and receiving 
the coveted “green card” status, which affirms their con-
tinued recognition, he explained. 

The Qeshm Island Geopark’s last assessment, initially 
delayed due to COVID-19 restrictions, was conducted in 
2022. The forthcoming evaluation marks a critical mile-
stone as the geopark aims to maintain its status amid a 
growing number of geoparks worldwide.

 The geopark first achieved its status in 2006, becoming 
the only recognized global geopark in Iran and West Asia 
at the time. 

However, in 2012, it faced a setback when it was tem-
porarily removed from the network due to challenges in 
meeting global standards. This setback, symbolized by 
receiving a “red card,” was a wake-up call for the island’s 
management.

Over the subsequent years, significant efforts were 
made to address these deficiencies. With a renewed focus 
on sustainable development, local engagement, and im-
proved management practices, Qeshm Island successfully 
rejoined the UNESCO network in 2017. 

 Today, it stands as one of the most experienced and cel-
ebrated geoparks in West Asia and the Middle East, proudly 
displaying its “green card” status granted by the UNESCO 
High Council meeting held in Thailand in September 2022.

The Geopark is part of the huge mountain range of Za-
gros, which has been deformed and folded as the result of 
the last phase of the Alpine orogeny in the Plio-Pleistocene.

 The geological formations of this mountain belt belong 
to the Late Precambrian to Cambrian (more than 480 mil-
lion years old) and include salt diapirs attributed to the 
Precambrian period, called the Hormoz Series.

 The island has abundant wildlife, including birds, rep-
tiles, dolphins, and turtles. On Qeshm Island, zoogeo-
graphical areas of the Palearctic and Oriental, and phyto-
geographical areas of Afro-tropical, Oriental, and Eurasian, 
are meeting each other, which generates a huge variety of 
fauna and flora.

TEHRAN – Authorities in Kordestan have recovered some 
artifacts, dating back to the first millennium BC, following a 
tip-off about illegal trading in Sanandaj.

“The discovery followed reports from local citizens about 
the purchase and sale of historical items by an individual in 
Sanandaj,” said a local official in charge of cultural heritage. 
“The provincial protection unit promptly took action based on 
these reports.”

The authorities successfully recovered 17 historical ar-
tifacts from an identified local resident, Mansour Mehrzad 
added.

According to provincial cultural heritage experts, he fur-
ther elaborated, 14 of the discovered items are of significant 
historical value, estimated to date back to the first millenni-
um BC. However, three of the artifacts were determined to be 
counterfeit, the official continued.

Mehrzad further explained that the discovered artifacts 

were confiscated and documented, while the suspect was 

detained and their case referred to the judiciary for legal pro-

ceedings.
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 Archaeologists shed new light on 
Paleolithic site in western Iran

Qeshm Island UNESCO Global Geopark 
prepared for reassessment

Relics from the first millennium BC recovered 
in Kordestan

Pezeshkian congratulates on 
Ecbatana’s UNESCO recognition

Iran to launch Master’s program in medical tourism
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TEHRAN –The anniversary of 
the establishment of Iran Blood 
Transfusion Organization (IBTO) 
on the ninth of Mordad – the fifth 
Iranian calendar month, which 
falls on July 30th, is observed as 
the national blood donation day.

In July 1979, the IBTO was 
established to organize blood 
transfusion activities, promote 
blood donation, and supply safe 
blood and its products free of 
charge for patients suffering 
from diseases like hemophilia, 
thalassemia, and leukemia.

Iran is the only Islamic country 
that is a member of the Interna-
tional Society of Blood  Transfu-
sion’s rare blood donor working 
party (ISBT WP).

Thanks to a rich culture of self-
lessness, the country maintains 
a six-month blood reserve en-
suring preparedness for crises.

Blood reserves and their prod-
ucts are considered strategic 
and vital resources for the coun-
try, and voluntary donations help 
to meet the needs of the country, 
particularly during crisis.

According to experts adults 
weigh 50 or more who aged 17 to 
65 can donate blood.

Blood donation saves the lives 
of recipients and ensures the 
health of donors by facilitating 
the timely detection of latent 
diseases.

Healthy individuals can donate 
blood up to four times a year with 
an interval of eight weeks.

The main objective of the IBTO  
is to provide safe, quality blood 
and its products in accordance 
with national standards for 
those in need, as well as to pro-
mote blood transfusion medicine

The whole blood can be sepa-
rated into different blood com-
ponents to be used for different 
purposes. Blood components are 
namely red blood cells (used for 
anemia or bleeding; platelets 
(used for bleeding disorders); 
and plasma (to provide blood 

proteins).
Heart surgery and organ 

transplant patients, those suf-
fering from cancer, thalassemia, 
hemophilia, and acute burn are 
among those in need of blood.

The IBTO is known as a region-
al training authority of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in 
blood transfusion medicine.

Moreover, IBTO checks all do-
nors and recipients to ensure 
their safety and health. Donated 
blood is tested for HIV, hepatitis 
B and C, syphilis, and blood cell 
types.

Conducting nucleic acid test-
ing (NAT), a molecular technique 
for screening blood donations 
to reduce the risk of transfu-
sion-transmitted infections; 
antibody screening to ensure 
the recipient and the donor’s 
blood are compatible to pre-
vent complications from blood 
transfusion; as well as genetic 
sequencing using Next Genera-
tion Sequencing (NGS) method 
for human leukocyte antigens 
(HLA)  to check tissue compati-
bility and facilitate hematopoi-
etic stem cell transplantation for 
patients are among the activities 
that have been put on the agen-
da of the organization since last 
year.

On May 15, at the fifth Interna-
tional Congress on Blood Trans-
fusion Medicine, Jaffar Hussain, 

the representative of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in 
Iran, said the indicators and ac-
complishments of the IBTO are 
remarkable and unique in the re-
gion and even the world.

Certain departments of the 
blood transfusion organiza-
tion are particularly involved in 
reforming medical and health 
services, which presents a great 
opportunity for participating ex-
perts from foreign countries to 
benefit from training courses.

Iran is a member of the WHO 
and adheres to the WHO’s Uni-
versal Health Coverage (UHC), 
which aims to improve health 
and well-being levels. In fact, the 
country plays an effective role in 
promoting UHC.

Iran has adopted UHC as a 
common goal and strives to 
provide these facilities for those 
who do not have adequate access 
to health or cannot afford treat-
ment costs.

Supplying rare blood groups, 
nationally and internationally, is 
one of the country’s most effec-
tive measures, proving the coun-
try’s efforts to expand health and 
medical services in the region.

Being a disaster-prone coun-
try,  experiencing floods, earth-
quakes, and other hazards, there 
is always a need for blood in the 
country. In this regard, the IBTO 

has implemented great mea-
sures and created many facilities 
that are very vital.

The average blood donation 
rate in Iran is 26 per thousand 
people which places the country 
in a good situation among other 
countries.

According to the World Health 
Organization, the median blood 
donation rate in high-income 
countries is 31.5 donations per 
1000 people. This compares with 
16.4 donations per 1000 people 
in upper-middle-income coun-
tries, 6.6 donations per 1000 
people in lower-middle-income 
countries, and 5.0 donations 
per 1000 people in low-income 
countries.

Of the 118.5 million blood do-
nations collected globally, 40% 
of these are collected in high-in-
come countries, home to 16% of 
the world’s population.

In low-income countries, up to 
54 % of blood transfusions are 
given to children under 5 years 
of age; whereas in high-income 
countries, the most frequently 
transfused patient group is over 
60 years of age, accounting for 
up to 76% of all transfusions.

Based on samples of 1000 
people, the blood donation rate 
is 31.5 donations in high-income 
countries, 16.4 donations in up-
per-middle-income countries, 
6.6 donations in lower-mid-
dle-income countries, and 5.0 
donations in low-income coun-
tries.

A total of 2,327,997 Iranians 
donated blood over the past 
Iranian calendar year (March 
2023-March 2024), an increase 
of 4.7 percent compared to the 
year earlier.

Women’s share of blood dona-
tion was equal to four percent. A 
total of 102, 907 women donated 
blood which had increased com-
pared to the previous year. How-
ever, women are expected to get 
more involved in blood donation.

By Maryam Tavassoli
TEHRAN –Every year on July 31st World 

Ranger Day is celebrated worldwide to reflect 
on the courage and sacrifice made by rang-
ers who bravely undertake their role on the 
frontline.

Rangers and environmental defenders are 
at the forefront of protecting wildlife, natural 
resources, and ecosystems, sometimes sac-
rificing their lives to preserve nature.

The day aims to commemorate rangers in-
jured or those who have lost lives in the line 
of duty.

It underscores the significance of support-
ing rangers, who have dedicated their lives to 
protecting wildlife and natural landscapes, 
as well as recognizing their efforts and chal-
lenges.

The 2024 World Ranger Day theme is ‘30 by 
30’ based on the 2022 United Nations Con-
vention on Biological Diversity (COP15), where 

a Global Biodiversity Framework was agreed 
upon by world leaders and decision-makers.

It highlights a requirement that at least 30 
percent of the planet is effectively conserved 
and managed by 2030 (‘30 by 30’).

It cannot be achieved without an ade-
quately resourced and trained area-based 
workforce.

At the forefront of this workforce are rang-
ers and protected area workers, encompass-
ing state-employed personnel, Indigenous 
peoples, community and voluntary guardians, 
and personnel of privately managed areas.

Their work includes protection, conser-
vation, monitoring, visitor services, fire 
management, law enforcement, education, 
community support, and regulation of sus-
tainable use.

In Iran, the eighth day of Aban – the 8th Ira-
nian calendar month, which falls on October 
29, is approved to be registered on the na-

tional calendar as the ‘Ranger Day’.

Currently, there is one ranger for every 
30,000 to 40,000 hectares of protected ar-
eas, while usually there should be one ranger 
for 1,000 to 3,000 hectares.

Over 100 species of vertebrates in the 
country are in danger of extinction, and about 
160 species are protected.

Some species including the Asiatic cheetah, 
great bustard, and fallow deer are critically in 
danger of extinction, while others such as the 
Persian zebra have limited habitats.  Some 
animals like bustards suffer from illegal traf-
ficking, and the habitats of some species 
such as leopards are being destroyed.

Each of these species faces unique prob-
lems and needs particular protection meth-
ods.

To protect the country’s environment well, 
it is essential to increase the number of rang-
ers by 10 times.

TEHRAN –A total of 474 earthquakes have been 
recorded across the country over the past calen-
dar month that ended on July 21, according to the 
seismological networks of the Institute of Geo-
physics of the University of Tehran.

The epicenter of 19 earthquakes was in neigh-
boring countries, namely Azerbaijan (4), Afghani-
stan (4), Turkey (1), Iraq (1), and Armenia (9).

Of the total quakes, 1 had a magnitude of 4.9 on 
the Richter scale which occurred on July 16 with 
the epic center in Sirach, Kerman province.

Statistically, 194 earthquakes with magnitudes 
smaller than 2; 223 earthquakes with magnitudes 
between 2 and 3; 49 earthquakes with magni-
tudes between 3 and 4, and 8 earthquakes with 
magnitudes between 4 and 5 have occurred in the 
country.

Among the provinces of the country, Khorasan 
Razavi with 64, Kerman with 62, and North Kho-
rasan with 36 recorded the highest number of 
earthquakes in the country.

A total of  6,949 earthquakes were recorded 
across the country over the past calendar year 
(March 2023 –March 2024) according to the Seis-
mological networks of the Institute of Geophysics 
of the University of Tehran.

Most of the earthquakes happened respective-
ly in the northeastern Khorasan Razavi, south-
eastern Kerman, northwestern West Azarbaijan, 
and eastern South Khorasan provinces, ISNA re-
ported.

Statistically, 2,268 earthquakes were less than 
2 on the Richter scale; 3,685 were between 2 and 
3; 796 were between 3 and 4; 181 were between 4 
and 5; 22 were between 5 and 6; and 5 were be-
tween 6 and 7.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very seismi-
cally active region of the world and is known not 
only for its major catastrophic earthquakes but 
also for the disasters relating to natural hazards, 
especially earthquakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the 
world occur in Iran but more than 6% of the vic-
tims of the world earthquakes during the 20th 
century are reported from Iranian earthquakes. 
This shows the high level of vulnerability in Iran, 
according to Mehdi Zare, a professor of engineer-
ing seismology.

Iran has entered a decade of earthquakes 
since the [Iranian calendar] year 1396 (March 
2017-March 2018), as the Iranian plateau is 
shrinking by 30 millimeters per year, Mehdi Zare, 
professor of engineering seismology at the Inter-
national Institute of Earthquake Engineering and 
Seismology (IIEES), has said.

The Strait of Hormuz region in the south of Iran 
has the highest seismic activity in the region and 
its formation is related to the continuation of the 
convergent movement between the Arabian plate 
and the central continental plate of Iran.

Tehran is also one of the most hazardous me-
tropolises in the world in terms of the risk of dif-
ferent natural disasters, such as earthquakes, 
floods, subsidence, drought, landslides, fire fol-
lowing an earthquake, etc.

On the other hand, Tehran has a nighttime pop-
ulation of over 8,300,000 with a mixture of old 
non-resistant structures as well as modern high-
rise buildings that affect the vulnerability of this 
city.

TEHRAN –In the first three months of the cur-
rent Iranian year (started on March 19), a total 
of 283 individuals lost their lives from drowning, 
showing a 1.1 percent increase compared to the 
same period last year.

During the mentioned period, 21 drowning inci-
dents in seas were reported, marking a 43.2 per-
cent decrease compared to the figure reported 
last spring.

A total of 55 and 22 individuals died from 
drowning in agricultural irrigation pools and 
swimming pools, indicating a 22.5 and 21.4 per-
cent decrease respectively compared to the same 
period last year.

A significant number the deaths, 93, occurred in 
rivers which has increased by 27.4 percent com-
pared to the previous year.

The highest number of deaths were reported in 
Fars (33), Khuzestan (30), and Isfahan (23) prov-
inces.

Drowning is one of the leading causes of death 
globally for children and young people aged 1-24 
years. Drowning is the 3rd leading cause of unin-

tentional injury death, accounting for 7 percent of 
all injury-related deaths.

Lack of barriers controlling exposure to water 
bodies and lack of adequate, close supervision for 
infants and young children are drowning risks, as 
are poor swim skills and low awareness of water 
dangers.

In addition, high-risk behavior, including con-
suming alcohol while engaging with water, is a 
risk among young people and adults. Other risk 
factors are transport on water and water cross-
ings, lack of safe water supply, and flood disasters.
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Almost 475 earthquakes shake Iran in a 
month

Over 280 drowned in spring

Kish to host World Health 
Summit Regional Meeting 
2019

The 7th World Health Summit Regional Meeting will be held 
on April 29-30 in the Persian Gulf island of Kish, IRNA reported 
on Monday.

Ali Jafarian, international president of World Health Sum-
mit 2019, said that it is the first regional meeting in West Asia 
and North Africa to host 700 participants, including 150 foreign 
guests.

Pointing out that playing host to the event is an important op-
portunity for the country, he added that over 100 health experts 
from different countries have expressed readiness to attend the 
meeting.

در  جهانی سلامت  مجمع  منطقه‌ای  نشست 
کیش برگزار می شود

به گزارش روز دوشنبه ایرنا هفتمین نشست منطقه‌ ای مجمع جهانی 
سلامت در روزهای 9 و 10 اردیبهشت 98 در جزیره کیش برگزار می 

شود.
علی جعفریان نماینده دانشگاه علوم پزشکی تهران در مجمع جهانی 
سلامت گفت: این نخستین نشست منطقه‌ای در غرب آسیا و شمال 
از جمله 150 مهمان  قرار است 700 شرکت کننده  افریقا است که 

خارجی در آن حضور یابند.
جعفریان، میزبانی از این نشست منطقه‌ای را برای جمهوری اسلامی 
ایران فرصتی مهم دانست و گفت: حدود 100 نفر از افراد سرشناس 
حوزه سلامت کشورهای مختلف جهان به عنوان سخنران برای شرکت 

در این نشست اعلام آمادگی کرده اند. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

IBTO’s achievements at global level

A day to appreciate brave rangers
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 Terraced rice fields in Mazandaran
Savadkuh in the northern province of Mazandaran enjoys vast terraced rice fields which 

cover an area of 680 hectares.

The main source of water for the rice fields is groundwater from the surrounding moun-
tains.
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TEHRAN- In remembrance of the third 
anniversary of the passing of Tehran-based 
Afghan writer Mohammad Sarvar Rajai, a 
commemorative meeting will be held at 
Hosseynieh Honar in Tehran on Thursday.

The ceremony will be divided into three 
sections that highlight the late Rajai’s 
contributions to poetry and literature, issues 
facing Afghan women, and the shared culture 
between the two nations.

Notable attendees at the event will include 
Mohammad Hossein Badri, Ali Mohammad 
Moaddab, Seyyed Ahmad Moddaqaq, and Tina 
Mohammad Hosseini.

Furthermore, the event will also feature the 
unveiling of two new books by the late writer, 
titled “Paper Plane” and “The Coming Days.”

Mohammad-Sarvar Rajai, the Afghan author 
of the acclaimed books “From Leili Desert to 
Majnun Island” and “Mission of God” who lived 
for over 27 years in Iran, died of COVID-19 in 
Tehran in 2021. He was 52.

Following the destruction wrought by 
decades of war in Afghanistan, Rajai left his 
motherland for Iran to find a safe haven to 
pursue his writing career.

While he was confronted with racist remarks 
in Iran, he nevertheless persisted upon the path 
that he had chosen. “I started a new life in Iran,” 
he once said in an interview and added, “First, 
I tried to find a job. I worked many jobs from 
peddling to working as a tailor, shoemaker and 
construction worker, but I was deeply interested 
in writing, so the love of writing led me toward 
finding some cultural friends in Iran a year after 
my arrival in the country.” 

 “I was certain that there was somewhere 
in Iran for Afghan people to pursue their 
cultural interests. One day, I found an article 
in a newspaper announcing a series of literary 
sessions by Afghans at the Art Bureau.”

Due to the racist attitudes that he had 
experienced at work with Iranians, he was 
doubtful if he could get permission to enter 
the sessions, but a worker at the Art Bureau’s 
information center directed him to the location 
of the literary sessions.

“Since then, I have found many cultural friends 
by attending numerous cultural meetings, and 
my writing career started in Iran,” he noted.

From that time to when he passed away, 
the focus of his writing was to establish unity 
between Iranians and Afghans.

He served for years as director of the 
Afghanistan Literature House in Tehran and 
Afghanistan Poetry and Story Office at the Art 
Bureau. He spent most of his life gathering 
information about Afghan volunteers in the 
1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war and the Iranian 
volunteers who joined the Afghan forces in their 
war against the Soviets during the 1980s.

Part of his studies in these fields was 
published in “From Leili Desert to Majnun 
Island”, which was released by the Study Center 
of the Islamic Revolution Cultural Front in 2018.   

The book carries the memories of those 
Afghans who volunteered to fight for Iran 
during the Iran-Iraq war. 

He gave a copy of this book to Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei in his annual meeting with poets and 
literati in 2019. He also wrote “Mission of God”, 
which was published by Rah-e Yar in June 2021. 
This book recounts the story of Ahmadreza 
Saeidi, an 18-year-old Iranian volunteer who 
joined the Afghan forces in their war against the 
Soviets during the 1980s.

His credits also include the poetry collection 
“Flowers of the Kabul Garden”, “In Arms of 
Hearts” and several other books.

He was a founder of Bagh, a children’s literary 
monthly that is published in Iran. 

TEHRAN-The 7th Malaysia International Film 
Festival (MIFFest) concluded with a spectacular 
Golden Global Awards ceremony on July 27, 
with the Best Director award going to Iranian 
filmmakers Alireza Ghasemi and Raha Amirfazli 
for their work “In the Land of Brothers”. 

A joint production of Iran, France and the 
Netherlands, the film was commended for its 
fearless storytelling of a globally relevant issue, 
showcasing intricate familial relationships 
amidst socio-political turmoil, ISNA reported.

The drama tells the story of the lives of three 
individuals belonging to an extended Afghan 
family. Displaced from their homeland, they seek 
refuge in Iran, naively unaware of the arduous 
journey awaiting them to find a true sense of 
belonging.

Under the shadow of the U.S. invasion, an 
extended Afghan refugee family begins their 

new lives in Iran unaware of the ultimate 
price expected of them as outliers in this (un)
welcoming environment: Mohammad, a young 
teenager and promising student; Leila, a 
woman isolated by geography, and Qasem who 
bears the weight of his family’s sacrifice.

The cast includes Mohammad Hosseini, 
Hamden Jafari, Bashir Nikzad, Marjan Khaleghi, 
Hajeer Moradi, Marjan Ettefaghian, and Mehran 
Vosoughi among others.

Iran shelters approximately five million 
Afghan refugees, their legal status often 
tenuous, rendering them vulnerable to 
unforeseen circumstances that could lead to 
forcible deportation, separation from their 
loved ones, or even worse fates. 

Set against the backdrop of 2001, these three 
interconnected tales poignantly depict the 
struggles endured by these resilient individuals, 

whose lives teem with hope and joy. 

Yet, their existence remains confined within 
the clutches of a perilous state, forever edging 
on the precipice of uncertainty.

For their debut feature, Iranian writer/
directors Ghasemi and Amirfazli were inspired 
by the experiences of their Afghan friends, 
and their uncompromising drama blends the 
personal and the political to largely impressive 
effect.

With the migrants’ inability to voice to their 
feelings of isolation reflected in the subtle 
screenplay, Ghasemi and Amirfazli make their 
points through creative choices.

“In the Land of Brothers” had its world 
premiere at the Sundance Film Festival in 
January and won the Best Director Award in 
world cinema competition of the festival.

TEHRAN-The Iranian multidisciplinary artist 
Mohammad Ali Famori has participated in the 
56th Vasto Contemporary Art Award, which 
was launched in the Province of Chieti, Italy, on 
July 27.

He is one of the 12 artists invited by Antonio 
Zimarino, secretary of the event. Famori has 
presented one of his video glitch arts there, 
Mehr reported. In the video art, Famori has 
managed to create a dynamic image with the 
help of fractals, which reflects a ceaseless 
movement.

Famori studied photography at the Tehran 
University of Art, and later at the Islamic Azad 

University, from where he graduated with a 
master’s degree in cultural management.

He is specialized in spearheading exhibitions 
and creative projects including running the first 
glitch video art group exhibition in Iran. He has 
more than 10 years of experience in art directing, 
graphic design, photography and visual arts, as 
well as exhibiting his works in 28 international 
exhibitions. Glitch art is the practice of using 
digital or analog errors for aesthetic purposes 
by either corrupting digital data or physically 
manipulating electronic devices.

Famori is also the founder of Platform 101, 
an independent and non-profit institution 

promoting trailblazing artists and cutting-edge 
forms of art.

The Vasto Contemporary Art Award was established 
in the summer of 1959. The first edition of the Prize, 
dedicated to the main Vasto painters of the time, was 
followed by two impromptu artistic meetings and a 
significant series of group exhibitions, which combined 
thematic-problematic investigations with tributes, 
anthologies and reports.

Since 1975 the Prize has abandoned its role 
as an artistic competition to transform itself 
into a quality art exhibition, entrusted to critics 
of great caliber. This year’s edition of the Vasto 
Contemporary Art Award will run until October 26.

TEHRAN- “The Hidden Life of 
Trees: What They Feel, How They 
Communicate: Discoveries from a 
Secret World”, a book by German 
forest scientist and author Peter 
Wohlleben, has recently been 
published in Persian.

Translated by Farahmand 
Bozorgmehr, the book has been 
published by Anapana Publications 
in Tehran. 

In “The Hidden Life of Trees,” 
Wohlleben invites readers into the 
intricate world of forests, revealing 
the astonishing lives of trees and their 
complex interrelationships. Drawing 
on his extensive observations 
and groundbreaking scientific 
discoveries, Wohlleben depicts trees 
not just as solitary beings but as 
members of a communal family that 

thrives through cooperation and 
mutual support.

Wohlleben begins by emphasizing 
the remarkable social structures 
found within forests, likening 
tree families to human ones. 
Trees nurture their offspring, 
communicate with one another, and 
share resources such as water and 
nutrients, especially with those in 
distress. Through a sophisticated 
underground network of 
mycorrhizal fungi, trees exchange 
vital nutrients, fostering resilience 
against environmental stressors 
like extreme temperatures and 
disease. This interconnectedness 
significantly increases their 
chances of survival and longevity, 
contrasting sharply with solitary 
trees that struggle to thrive 
independently, often facing harsher 

conditions and shorter lifespans.

The book delves into the 
remarkable communication 
methods employed by trees, 
showcasing their ability to warn 
one another about threats, such 
as insect infestations, by releasing 
chemical signals into the air and 
soil. This alert system mirrors social 
behaviors within human societies, 
highlighting an almost familial bond 
among trees in a forest. Wohlleben 
argues that such interactions 
create a healthy ecosystem, where 
trees and other organisms work 
symbiotically to sustain life.

Beyond the science, Wohlleben 
advocates for eco-friendly forestry 
practices, arguing that a healthy 
forest is not only beneficial to the 
environment but also vital for 

human well-being. He posits that 
forests can significantly enhance 
mental and physical health, serving 
as sanctuaries for relaxation 
and restoration. By embracing 
sustainable practices, we not only 
protect these vital ecosystems but 
also promote a healthier planet for 
future generations.

Wohlleben’s engaging narrative 
weaves together personal 
anecdotes and scientific insights, 
urging readers to recognize and 
respect the hidden world of 
trees. “The Hidden Life of Trees” 
ultimately calls for a deeper 
appreciation of nature’s intricacies 
and the importance of fostering our 
relationship with the environment, 
advocating for a more harmonious 
coexistence between humanity and 
the natural world.

TEHRAN- The Saeidi Brothers, a 
traditional Iranian duo consisting 
of Ali and Mohammad Saeidi, have 
recently launched a new musical 
piece inspired by the melodies of 
Iranian passion play Shabih-khani. 

Titled “Del Bedon-e To” (Heart 
Without You), the song features 
lyrics written by Ebrahim Esmaeili 
Arazi, with the arrangement 

crafted by Milad Baiza, who 
also took care of the mixing and 
mastering.

Known for their unique 
interpretation of Isfahani 
folk music, the twin brothers 
often incorporate traditional 
Iranian instruments into their 
performances.

 They have collaborated with 

renowned musicians like maestro 
Farhad Fakhreddini, solidifying their 
place in Iran’s vibrant music scene.

Shabih-khani is similar to tazieh. 
Tazieh represents religious events, 
historical and mythical stories and 
folk tales. Each performance has 
the four components of poetry, 
music, song and motion.

However, stories about the 

uprising of Imam Hussein (AS) 
and his companions against the 
oppressive Umayyad dynasty in 
680 CE are more highly regarded 
by tazieh troupes and audiences.

Shabih-khani, however, mostly 
includes events, happenings, 
and issues that emphasize joyful 
aspects much more than their sad 
counterparts. 

TEHRAN-The Iranian painter 
Mohammad Hashem Badri passed 
away on Tuesday at his home in 
Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province, at the 
age of 78.

Badri was a war veteran and an 
artist. His legs were injured in 1981 
during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, 
ISNA reported.

The plight of disabled war 
veterans, and his own determination 
and resilience, helped him create 
unique, delicate and beautiful 
artworks.

Badri registered his own unique 
painting style called “Badrism” in 
France in 1995. It is a method of 
scattering color on paper and then 
using a palette knife to draw on it.

“I spent most of my free time 
painting with a palette knife,” he 
once said, adding that most of 
his relatives were plasterers and 

worked with a trowel or spatula. 
So, the background inspired him to 
create a new style of painting.

Trees, leaves, and natural 
elements can be seen in most 

of his paintings. “I’m so close to 
nature. I even speak with trees 
and see them in my dreams,” he 
had noted. The strong rapport with 
nature is evident in his works.

He was also a painting instructor 
for the blind and taught painting to 
over 500 blind people. “Different 
methods are used in order to teach 
drawing to the blind. 

We can press down a ballpoint 
pen or crayon on paper and touch 
the effect. We can shape flexible 
wires and put them on paper and 
draw lines around them. 

We can also use scissors to cut 
off cardboard in various shapes 
and then stick them on paper, or 
draw forms in a straight line by 
Braille,” he had said in an interview.

In regard to methods used for 
recognizing colors, he said, “By 
coding or lining up color pencils in 
a box, various colors can be taught 
to the blind”. His works have been 
showcased in over 50 exhibitions in 
Iran and other countries including 
France, Algeria, and Azerbaijan.
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Our affairs are attached to the destiny decreed by Allah, even our best 
plans may lead us to destruction.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:11       Evening: 19:31     Dawn: 3:33 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:11 (tomorrow) Iranian drama “In the Land of Brothers” wins best 
director award at Malaysia International Film Festival

Iranian multidisciplinary artist Mohammad Ali Famori 
participating in Italy’s Vasto Award

Iranian bookstores reveal “The Hidden Life of Trees”

Vocalist brothers unveil new musical piece  
inspired by Shabih-khani

Iranian painter Hashem Badri 
passes away at 78

JULY 31, 2024

Paris Olympics 2024
Cartoonist: Kamal Sharaf from Yemen 

Cartoon of Day

Tehran meeting to pay tribute to Afghan writer 
Mohammad-Sarvar Rajai on his death anniversary
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