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Iran’s new president secures full cabinet approval from parliament

Probe called into Trump-
Netanyahu dealings to
prolong Gaza war

American Muckrakers, a super political-action committee
in the US, has asked the Department of Justice and the
Department of State to investigate reports that Trump was
lobbying Netanyahu and influencing US efforts to broker a
ceasefire in Gaza, Al Jazeera reported.

The super PAC cited a report by Axios News on an
alleged phone call between the former US president and
Netanyahu on August 14 during which the pair discussed
the ceasefire deal.

It also referred to remarks by PBS journalist Judy
Woodruff who said on Monday that Trump was speaking to
Netanyahu “urging him not to cut a deal right now, because
it's believed that would help the Harris campaign”

It said the alleged interactions violate the Logan
Act, which bars unauthorized private US citizens from
negotiating with foreign governments.

Both Trump and Netanyahu, however, have denied
reports of a phone call on August 14.

Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential candidate,

has called on Netanyahu to put an immediate end to the
war on Gaza, lamenting the civilian death toll.

Netanyahu regime has “lost
the north”

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN- After Lebanon’s Hezbollah struck the Israeli
settlement of Katzrin in the occupied Syrian Golan
Heights, the former premier and opposition leader, Yair
Lapid, strongly condemned the government of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Lapid took to social media to post a map showing the
areas where sirens sounded, saying, “A day in the north of
the country, and now a direct hit in the city of Katzrin. The
government has lost the north”

Similarly, the head of the Golan Regional Council, Uri
Kalner, posted a video of himself near a fire that broke out
as aresult of Hezbollah's strikes and said that this is the
new reality, calling on the Israeli government to end it, in a
reference to the ongoing Hezbollah attacks.

This comes as Hezbollah struck an Israeli target in the
Hadab Yaroun military site using a one-way drone.

For ten months now, northern Israeli settlers have been
expressing their discontent as the Israeli government
has proven incapable of preventing the projectiles being
launched from southern Lebanon, directing their anger
and criticism at Netanyahu and his cabinet.

Ceasefire charade: Is the US
bridging gaps or keeping up
appearances?

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The latest trip of the top American
diplomat to the region has raised questions about the
true intentions behind Washington's much-trumpeted
ceasefire proposal that was outlined with the aim of
ending Israel’s brutal war on the Gaza Strip.

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday night, the US
secretary of state said his country’s so-called “bridging
proposal” for a ceasefire deal in Gaza “needs to get done,
and it needs to get done in the days ahead”.

Antony Blinken made the comments in the Qatari
capital where he wrapped up his regional tour which saw
him visit Israel and Egypt.

He also reiterated his call for Hamas to accept the
proposal which aims to narrow the gaps between the
resistance group and Israel.

Washington, Cairo and Doha have been working to

broker a truce between Israel and Hamas.
» Page 5

German, Austrian
scientists share

Kazemi Prize

TEHRAN -The 6th Kazemi Prize - a major
scientific award in recognition of the late
Saeid Kazemi Ashtiani’s efforts in the field
of stem cells - has been awarded to two
prominent scientists from Germany and
Austria.

Professor Thomas Braun from Germany,
and Nicholas Rivron from Austria, will
officially receive the prize on August 28 at the
25th Congress on Reproductive Biomedicine
which will be held at Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran.

Kazemi Prize was established in 2010 to
respect the efforts and revive the memories
of Kazemi Ashtiani, the late founder of the
Royan Institute.

Kazemi established the Royan Institute in
1991. This institute renders advanced medical
services to infertile couples. » Page 7

[ ISNA/ Ahmad Zohrabi

| Arbaeen pilgrims
| going through
| Diwaniya City

Arbaeen pilgrims, on their way

I. to Karbala, are passing through

| the paddy fields in Diwaniya City,
Irag. They will first reach the city

| of Kufa and then arrive in Karbala

| for Arbaeen, which commemorates
& the conclusion of the 40-day
mouming period for Imam Hussein
_ (AS) and his companions, who

| were martyred in the Battle of
Karbala in 680 CE.

Every year, the Arbaeen
pilerimage attracts millions of
attendees from around the world,
highlighting its status as one of
the largest religious gatherings
globally.

Iranian embassy
criticizes UK
parliament’s dealing
with MKO ringleader

TEHRAN - The Iranian embassy in London
has said the cooperation of the British House
of Commons with Maryam Rajavi, the ring-
leader of the MKO terrorist group, is an ex-
ample of a “double standard” in dealing with
the evil phenomenon of terrorism.

“On the International Day of Remembrance
for Victims of Terrorism, it's important to
highlight that a terrorist group (MEK), whose
leader has been invited to the British Parlia-
ment multiple times, raises concerns about
double standards,” said the embassy in a
post on the X platform, IRNA reported.

The embassy also said dividing terrorism
into “good” and “bad” is more annoying than
the terrorism itself.

“More troubling than the existence of ter-
rorism itself is the attempt to categorize it
into “good” and “bad” forms. This distinction
can serve as a justification for collaborating
with terrorists,” the embassy stated.

Iran’s retaliation
against Israel will be
timely: official

TEHRAN- The commander-in-chief of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps during the
[ran-lraq war of the 1980s indicated that
Iran has evaluated the consequences of its
actions against the Israeli regime.

In an interview with CNN, Mohsen Rezaei
addressed whether Iran would retaliate
against Israel following the assassination of
Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas'’s political
bureau in Tehran, stating that lran would re-
spond at the appropriate time and location.

He underscored that under Article 51 of
the United Nations Charter, Iran is entitled
to self-defense. Rezaei warned, “Without a
response, Israeli aggression would continue,
affirming that a reaction is inevitable”

The commander also highlighted a critical
issue in the region and stated, “The United
States has obstructed all political and legal
avenues to hold Israel accountable. On the
other hand, the severe humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, where the number of bombs dropped
on civilians has surpassed those during
World War II, with one in every thirty Pal-
estinians affected, leading to tens of thou-
sands of casualties.” » Page 3

ICCIMA calls for
implementing Iran-
China strategic

agreement

TEHRAN - Head of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (IC-
CIMA) has called for the implementation of
the Iran-China 25-year strategic agreement
in a meeting with China's Ambassador to
Tehran Cong Peiwu.

In the meeting, Samad Hassanzadeh em-
phasized the need to implement the provi-
sions of the 25-year agreements between
the two countries and said: “Iranian econom-
ic operators will be present at the China im-
port exhibition that will be held in November”

Noting that Iran and China can cooperate
in various fields, Hassanzadeh stated: “There
are suitable areas for cooperation including
maritime transport and economic and com-
mercial infrastructure”

According to the ICCIMA head, Iran will
have a strong presence at China’s Import
Exhibition which is going to be held in No-
vember, because this exhibition provides an
opportunity for Iranian businessmen to get
to know the possibilities and ways of coop-
eration with China.

Mentioning the beginning of the work of
the 14th government in Iran and the chang-
es that have occurred, Hassanzadeh said:
“Iran’s new president can add more depth to
the economic and commercial relations be-
tween Iran and China. » Page &
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Tehran condemns ‘double standards’ in Australia
and New Zealand’s joint statement on Gaza crisis

[

TEHRAN - Nasser Kanaani, spokesperson
for the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has
condemned the joint declaration made by the
Prime Ministers of Australia and New Zealand
regarding the ongoing crisis in Gaza for its
selective coverage and disregard of realities on
the ground.

“The call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza,
protection of civilians, and swift humanitarian
assistance is a global demand,” Kanaani stated.
“The international community must take
practical and effective actions to ensure its
realization and compel the Israeli regime to
accept them.”

Kanaani further emphasized that the joint
statement exemplified the double standards
of Australia and New Zealand concerning
fundamental human rights and international
law. He remarked, “Open and covert support for
aregime that has been committing war crimes
and genocide against innocent Palestinian
citizens for over ten consecutive months
means encouraging this regime to continue its
horrific crimes.”

Highlighting the escalating violence, Kanaani
noted, “The crimes of the Israeli regime in
Palestine are taking on new dimensions

every day. Regional stability and security
are threatened by dangerous behaviors that
violate the UN Charter and international law.”

He expressed concern that the statement
from Australia and New Zealand represented a
“true example of turning a blind eye to facts”
and providing misleading information to the
public.

Kanaani pointed out the paralysis of the UN
Security Council, which has failed to issue a
single statement condemning Israeli actions,
attributing this inaction to “unconditional
American support for the Israeli regime’”
He added, “The unreasonable request from
Australia and New Zealand to Iran disregards
our inherent right to punish aggressors and
create deterrence against the Israeli regime’s
adventures.”

Concluding his remarks, Kanaani asserted
that “the main source of threats to regional and
international peace and security is the racist
Zionist regime” He warned that Australia’s
and New Zealand’s selective approach to
international norms would not only fail
to reduce tensions but would also further
embolden destabilizing actions by Israel in the
region.

After a meeting in Canberra on August 16,
Anthony Albanese and Christopher Luxon
called on Iran to refrain from what they called
destabilizing actions in West Asia. The two have
also asked Iran in the joint statement to cease
threats of a military attack against the Israeli
regime, which assassinated Hamas Leader
Ismail Haniyeh on Iranian soil last month. The
statement does not make any mention of Israel
and the crimes it has committed since October
A

Iran condemns U.S. backing of

Israeli terrorism

TEHRAN- The spokesperson for the Iranian
Foreign Ministry has condemned the United
States for its overt endorsement of what he
describes as “state terrorism” perpetrated by
the Israeli regime during its ongoing military
campaign in the Gaza Strip.

Nasser Kanaani made these remarks on
Wednesday during the eighth conference on
Models of Patience, organized by the Association
for the Defense of Victims of Terrorism to honor
the victims of terrorism.

He emphasized that genuine global peace
can only be realized through justice, which
necessitates holding accountable those who
commit crimes and oppress others.

As the world reflects on the impact of
terrorism this year, Kanaani highlighted that
the Israeli regime recognized as a leading state
sponsor of terrorism continues to inflict severe
violence on the Palestinian population, with
support from nations such as the U.S. and the
U.K. who claim to advocate for human rights.

He criticized the inconsistency of honoring
terrorism victims while Palestinian children are
killed daily by Israeli military actions, particularly
as Western governments and international
organizations remain largely indifferent to the
extraordinary human rights violations occurring
over the past eight decades.

Kanaani emphasized that while Western
nations, especially the United States, profess to
fight against terrorism, they have inadvertently

fostered one of the most perilous terrorist
identities globally of the Israeli regime. He
questioned the origins of ISIS and other terrorist
organizations that threaten nations, particularly
within the Islamic world, as well as the entities
that provide the deadly weapons utilized by the
Israeli military against Palestinians.

He highlighted the financial and military
support extended to the Mujahedin Khalg
Organization, a terrorist group responsible for
the deaths of over 17,000 Iranian citizens during
the 1980s, which continues to receive backing
from certain Western governments.

Kanaani further denounced the assassination
of Iranian nuclear scientists by the Israeli regime
as blatant acts of state terrorism and violations
of international law, asserting that the killing
of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani in a
USS. drone strike in Baghdad will permanently
tarnish the reputation of the United States.

“Recently, the Israeli regime, acting as a
protectorate and strategic ally of the United
States, has executed the assassination of Ismail
Haniyeh, the political leader of the Hamas
Resistance movement, in contravention of all
international laws and regulations,” he noted.

In conclusion, Kanaani stated that the Iranian
Judiciary and diplomatic entities will utilize all
available political, legal, and judicial avenues to
pursue justice for the victims of terrorism and
their families, ensuring accountability for the
terrorists and their backers.

Extremists in Israel have ‘redefined concept of
mortality’ in Gaza, Iran says

TEHRAN- The Iranian permanent mission
to the United Nations, while commemorating
nearly 41,000 martyrs in Gaza since October
2023, stated that the atrocities committed by
the Israeli regime are unprecedented.

On Tuesday, the representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran at the UN remarked that the
so-called “moral” army has ruthlessly killed
nearly 41,000 Palestinians, predominantly
women and children, with over 10,000 of the
deceased remaining unidentified.

The  Iranian  representative  further
emphasized that the actions of the Israeli
regime are unparalleled in their severity.

“Observe how extremists have redefined the
concept of morality,” the statement concluded.

According to a report from UNICEF, the

most recent casualties have raised the total
number of deaths in the conflict to 40,223, with
injuries reported at 92,981. Also, numerous
unaccounted victims remain stranded in
locations that are unreachable by ambulance
services and civil defense units.

IRGC chief commander extends
congratulations on Defense Industry Day

TEHRAN- IRGC Chief Commander
Major General Hossein Salami
extended his congratulations to
the Iranian Minister of Defense
and Armed Forces Logistics in
recognition of Defense Industry Day.

The message reads as follows:

“Dear Brigadier General
Mohammad-Reza Gharayi Ashtiani,

Esteemed Minister of Defense
and Armed Forces Logistics of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,

| wish to convey my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to
the Almighty for the outstanding
accomplishments of our nation’s
defense industry. Through the
strategic planning of the Iranian
Ministry of Defense and the
Armed Forces, coupled with a
comprehensive understanding of
our current and future operational
environment, we have significantly
enhanced the Islamic Republic’s
esteemed and formidable standing
on the global stage, particularly
within the West Asian region. The
resilience of the resistance front

serves as a clear indication of this
strength.

Theadvancement of ourstrategic
capabilities, the modernization
of our equipment, weapons,
and infrastructure, as well as
the increased readiness of our
armed forces and the resistance
front, have all been propelled by
innovation and creativity derived
from our indigenous technology.

This  progress, particularly

following the recent anti-Zionist
operation termed Operation True

Promise has established the Islamic
Republic of Iran as an emerging
power, actively influencing a new
global and regional order.

The undeniable truths and
realities stemming from the
pressures exerted by global powers
and their regional allies spanning
political, psychological, media,
cultural, and economic domains,
particularly regarding sanctions on
defense and security technologies
against the Islamic Republic of
Iran are a direct outcome of the

committed and  revolutionary
initiatives of our nation’s defense

industry, especially within the
ministry.
These initiatives establish a

strong foundation for addressing a
wide range of complex threats that
utilize cutting-edge technologies
across multiple domains, such as
land, se, air, space, cyber, biological,
and contemporary warfare.

I extend my sincere
congratulations, along with the
officials, managers, scientists,
specialists, and esteemed personnel
of the Iranian Ministry of Defense
and Armed Forces Logistics, on the
momentous occasion of Defense
Industry Day.

| also wish for ongoing success
and pride in the defense sector,
particularly for the Ministry of
Defense of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, while paying tribute to
the name, memory, and historic
contributions of the revered
martyrs of the Ministry of Defense
and Logistics”

Iran’s retaliation to be least expected for Israel: statement

TEHRAN- Iran’s permanent mission to the
United Nations has announced that the Islamic
Republic will strategically plan the timing and
method of its response to the assassination of
Hamas'’s political leader, Ismail Haniyeh.

The statement from the UN mission in New
York comes amid speculation regarding whether
Iran has intentionally postponed its response
until the results of ceasefire discussions in Gaza
become clearer.

“The timing, conditions, and execution of
Iran’s response will be carefully coordinated to
ensure it takes place at a moment of utmost
surprise; potentially when their focus is on
the skies and their radar systems, they may be
caught off guard from the ground or possibly

through a combination of both,” the mission
stated in a release on Wednesday evening.

Two days of negotiations in Doha, facilitated
by Qatar and Egypt and involving the United
States and Israel, concluded on Friday without
a resolution, although additional talks are
scheduled for next week in Cairo. Hamas has
opted out of these discussions.

The mission emphasized, “Iran  will
meticulously calibrate its response to prevent
any potential negative consequences that could
affect a possible ceasefire”

Furthermore, it noted that Iran’s response will
aim to achieve two main goals: punishing the
aggressor and strengthening deterrence.

“Firstly, it is essential to penalize the
aggressor forits acts of terrorism and violations
of Iran’s national sovereignty. Secondly, it must
enhance Iran’s deterrent capabilities to instill
significant regret within the Israeli regime,
thereby acting as a deterrent against any future
acts of aggression,” the statement concluded.

Haniyeh was martyred in a targeted attack at
his residence in northemn Tehran shortly after
attending the inauguration of Iran’s newly-elected
president, Masoud Pezeshkian, on July 31.

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, has pledged to
deliver a “harsh response” to this audacious
act of terrorism on its territory as a means of
punishing the Israeli regime.

Leader’s representative visits injured Pakistani pilgrims
following tragic bus accident

TEHRAN - In the wake of
a devastating bus accident
involving  Arbaeen  pilgrims

traveling from Pakistan, Ayatollah
Mohammadreza  Naseri, the
Leader’s representative to Yazd
province, made a compassionate
visit to the injured victims.

The accident, which tragically
resulted in the loss of 28 lives and
left several others injured, has
deeply affected both the Iranian
and Pakistani communities.

Early Wednesday morning,
Ayatollah Naseri arrived at Shahid
Beheshti Hospital in Taft, where
many of the injured had been
admitted.

During his visit, Ayatollah Naseri
personally checked on the well-
being of the victims, speaking
with them and the medical staff
to ensure that they were receiving
the best possible care.

Expressing his deep sorrow
over the tragic event, Ayatollah
Naseri extended his heartfelt
condolences to the families of the
victims in both Pakistan and Iran.

He conveyed the greetings and
sympathy of the Leader of Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah  Seyyed
Ali Khamenei, emphasizing the
profound sadness felt by the
Iranian leadership.

“The news of this accident, which
claimed the lives of 28 people and
injured many others, has deeply
grieved us all,” he stated. “We are
committed to doing everything in
our power to aid in the recovery of
those injured”

=====|ranian foreign ministry
expresses  condolences  over
Pakistani pilgrim bus tragedy

Nasser Kanaani, the
spokesperson for the Iranian
Foreign  Ministry, has also

expressed deep sorrow over the
tragic accident.

In a statement shared on
X (formerly Twitter), Kanaani

conveyed his condolences to
the people of Pakistan and the
bereaved families of those who
lost their lives in the accident.

“The death and injury of several
dear Pakistani pilgrims due to
the overturning of their bus has
deeply saddened and affected us,”
Kanaani wrote on Wednesday.

Kanaani further assured that
the relevant authorities and
institutions of the Islamic Republic
of Iran are continuing their efforts
with utmost diligence, focusing on
rescue operations, relief services,
and the provision of medical care
to the injured.

UNHCR praises Iran’s commitment to refugee welfare

TEHRAN- The officer overseeing the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) in Iran has praised the nation for its
generous hospitality towards refugees.

Inna Gladkova, representing the Iranian
Ministry of Health and Medical Education,
noted that the UNHCR acknowledges the
Islamic Republic for the healthcare services
extended to refugees.

She emphasized that Iran ranks among the

largest host countries for refugees globally.

Gladkova further mentioned that for the past
forty years, the UNHCR has partnered with the
Islamic Republic of Iran on various initiatives
related to refugee welfare.

She emphasized Iran’s substantial initiatives
in addressing hepatitis C, particularly in
providing treatment for refugees.

Regarding education, all Afghan children

in Iran have equal access to educational
resources, comparable to those available to
[ranian students.

As reported by the UN Refugees Agency,
the Islamic Republic of Iran accommodates
the largest refugee population globally, with
3.4 million individuals classified as refugees
or in refugee-like circumstances. For over
forty years, the nation has shown remarkable
generosity in providing refuge to those in need.

Iran, Cuba discuss joint response to decry U.S. sanctions

two

recombinant

TEHRAN- Representatives from
Iran’s Pasteur Institute and the
Razi Vaccine and Serum Research
Institute convened with their
Cuban counterparts to address
the impacts and challenges posed
by the illegal unilateral sanctions
imposed by the United States.

This discussion occurred during
the fourth meeting of the working
group on the strengthening of the
Biological Weapons Convention
(BTWC), held from August 19-23,
2024, in Geneva, Switzerland.

During the meeting, officials
from the Razi and Pasteur Institute
highlighted Iran’s advancements
in biological sciences and its
collaborative efforts with nations
such as Senegal, Mauritania, Mali,
Uzbekistan, and Cuba in vaccine

and serum production, as well as
the organization of various training
programs.

They also emphasized the
difficulties Iran encounters in
exercising its international rights
due to the sanctions imposed by
the United States on the Islamic
Republic.

Kayhan Azadmanesh, head of
virology research at the Pasteur
Institute, shared insights into the
104-year legacy of the Pasteur
Institute and its pivotal role
in controlling and eradicating
diseases such as smallpox, plague,
tuberculosis, and COVID-19. He
underscored  the  significance
of scientific collaboration and
vaccine production, particularly
the partnership with Cuba in

developing
vaccines for hepatitis B and
COVID-19.

Azadmanesh highlighted the
detrimental impact of sanctions
on global health security and
advocated for the establishment of
mechanisms to promote scientific
and health collaboration within the
framework of the Biological and
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC).

Also, Raynak Qaderi, a
representative from the Razi
Institute, emphasized the
production of over 80 varied

biological  products, including
vaccines for livestock, poultry,
aquatic  species, laboratory

animals, and diagnostic kits.
Qaderi recognized the Islamic

Republic as one of the leading
nations in the eradication and
management of  numerous
diseases in Iran and the
surrounding region, such as bovine
plague, polio, measles, and rubella.

The BTWC, an international treaty
that prohibits the development and
stockpiling of weapons of mass
destruction, was enacted in March
1975 and has since been ratified by
187 countries.

Nevertheless,  the United
States undermines the rights of
nations to engage in international
cooperation and to leverage
the advancements in biological
sciences, as it imposes unlawful
sanctions and disregards its
international legal responsibilities
in this area.



National Accord on WILGINRIREES
full display

Iran’s new president secures full cabinet approval from parliament

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - The Iranian parlia-
ment has approved the presi-
dent’s proposed cabinet, mark-
ing the first time since 2001 that
a full slate of ministers has been
confirmed by lawmakers.

Voting began on Wednesday
after 4 days of deliberation on
the nominees. Three ministers
from the late President Ebra-
him Raisi’s cabinet have been
approved to maintain their posi-
tions for the next four years in-
cluding intelligence minister Es-
mail Khatib who garnered more
parliamentary votes than he did
when first nominated by the late
Raisi three years ago.

This cabinet marks a new
chapter for many, with a major-
ity of the 19 ministers assuming
ministerial roles for the first
time.

Notably, Frazaneh Sadegh’s
appointment as Minister of
Roads and Urban Development
marks a significant milestone, as
she becomes the first woman to
hold a ministerial position in 13
years.

President Masoud Pezeshki-
an said he was looking to create
“national unity” when he pre-
sented his list of candidates ear-
lier this month, 12 days after his
own swearing-in-ceremony.

Pezeshkian is a figure close to
the reformist faction. There was
widespread speculation that his
political leanings may give his
proposed ministers a hard time
getting approval from the con-
servative majority parliament,
which was anticipated to nix at
least two of the candidates.

“Those who wrote bleakly
about the future of the cabinet
predicted that the political di-
vide would hinder the president’s
cabinet formation. However, we,
the lawmakers, demonstrated
that national interests super-
sede party politics.

We voted for what's best for

our country, not for our individ-
ual political affiliation,” Shahrokh
Ramin, a representative of Dam-
avand and Firoozkooh counties in
the parliament, told the Tehran
Times.

Perhaps Pezeshkian's suc-
cess with the MPs also has to do
with the fact that his proposed
cabinet did not solely consist of
reformist figures. About 40 per-
cent of his list is closer to con-
servative or neo-conservative
factions, something that some
prominent reformists took um-
brage at.

Before voting began, Pezeshki-
an delivered a passionate speech
to lawmakers, urging them to be
less dogmatic and more open to
dissimilar views. “Today | am the
president but | was once disqual-
ified to run for a seat in parlia-
ment,” the president said refer-
ring to his initial disqualification
by Iran’s constitutional council
from the 2024 parliament elec-
tions held in March.

“That happened despite my
deep respect and affection for

'fA

NV

the revolution and Leader” he
said before emphasizing that he
is not asking the lawmakers to
“change their viewpoints” but to
consider the country’s long-term
policies and plans.

It is believed that Pezeshkian’s
last-minute plea with the par-
liament was effective in making
history since 2001.

“There were some MPs that
still had misgivings about
who they should say yes to. Dr.
Pezeshkian’s words were ex-
tremely impactful and influ-
enced the lawmakers resolve
to take the necessary actions,’
said Mohammad Saadaat Ebra-
himi, a lawmaker representing
Shooshtar and Gotvand. “The
endorsement of all 19 proposed
ministers marks a promising
start for the president and her-
alds a strong partnership be-
tween the president and parlia-
ment over the next four years.”

Iran’s hand strengthened in
global affairs

The fact that the new Iranian
president managed to form his

cabinet with maximum coopera-
tion from parliament, also holds
significance in international pol-
itics.

Iran is poised to retaliate
against Israel for the regime’s
assassination of Hamas Political
Chief Ismail Haniyeh, who was
killed hours after his presence at
Pezesehkian’s inauguration cer-
emony on July 31.

Tehran is also seeking to en-
gage in talks with the West in
order to terminate Washington’s
illegal sanctions.

“Iran has conveyed a clear
message to the world: the vari-
ous branches of government are
united. The support of parlia-
ment for the president is crucial
for fostering dialogue and en-
gaging in international relations.

An administration backed by
parliament operates with great-
er confidence, making it easier to
tackle difficult decisions. | am ex-
tremely proud of how lawmakers
have acted at this crucial time,
expressed Ahmad Fatemi, an MP
from Mazandaran Province.

Iran’s retaliation against Israel will be timely: official

From Page 1 » In addressing the inquiry
regarding Iran’s strategy to prevent its
actions against the Zionist regime from
escalating into a significant regional conflict,
Rezaei remarked, “We have thoroughly
evaluated the repercussions of our actions
and will not permit Netanyahu, who is
currently facing considerable challenges, to
evade accountability. Our approach will be
methodical”

He added, “We advise the Americans to
exercise prudence. They should reflect on
the reasons behind their unpopularity in the
Middle East”

Amember of the Iranian Expediency Council,
Rezaei further explained, “The reality that the
U.S. must confront and acknowledge is the
necessity to reassess its policies in West Asia.

Also, U.S. foreign policy in this area is not
formulated in Washington; it is orchestrated
in Tel Aviv and subsequently executed by
officials in the White House. Essentially, Israel
dictates the agenda, and the U.S. complies.
This represents a significant blow to US.
authority.”

Rezaei underscored, “In this context, the
U.S. cannot even be considered a reliable ally
for its other partners.

Consequently, nations such as Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and other US. allies in the region are

increasingly gravitating towards Russia and
China, resulting in a diminishing trust in the
Americans.”

He emphasized that Washington cannot
advocate for a decrease in tensions while
simultaneously providing unwavering support
to lIsrael, which is the main contributor to
those tensions.

“The influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran
is undeniable. Historically and geopolitically,
Iran has played a crucial and impactful role.

We have stood against Saddam Hussein’s
aggressions towards both Iran and Kuwait,
in addition to fighting terrorism in Syria, Iraq,
and Afghanistan.

We view it as our duty to advance peace and
security in the region.

The United States should not hinder Iran’s
initiatives aimed at promoting peace and
stability in the area,” Rezaei concluded.

Iran, Afghanistan join forces to fight drug trafficking,
expand cooperation

TEHRAN- The deputy head of
Iran’s anti-narcotics headquar-
ters has announced a collabora-
tive agreement between Iran and
Afghanistan to enhance efforts
in combating narcotics and drug
trafficking through information
exchange.

During a meeting with repre-
sentatives of Afghanistan’s rul-
ing Taliban government in Kabul,
Mohammad Zarei highlighted
discussions focused on strat-
egies for combating narcotics,
including prevention, demand
reduction, and treatment for drug
addiction.

He noted, “The latest agree-
ment includes the exchange of

information on anti-narcotics ef-
forts, the provision of education-
al resources, and the establish-
ment of joint committees.”

Zarei emphasized that the is-
sues of drug consumption and
transit are not confined to a sin-
gle area, suggesting that a re-
gional and multilateral approach
to information sharing is essen-
tial in addressing this crisis.

The two nations have commit-
ted to enhancing coordination to
leverage their informational re-
sources to effectively counter and
dismantle drug trafficking net-
works, according to the Iranian
anti-narcotics official.

In late June, a spokesperson
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for the Iranian Foreign Ministry
declared on the International Day
against drug abuse andillicit traf-
ficking that the Islamic Republic
of Iran stands as a leader in the
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worldwide battle against drug
traffickers and those who deal
in death, emphasizing its com-
mitment to confront this global
menace.

Iran basketball
chief Davari
provides details
of Manolopoulos
appointment

TEHRAN - Javad Davari, president of the
Iranian Basketball Federation, provided some
details about the appointment of Sotirios Alex
Manolopoulos as the head coach of national
team.

Manolopoulos, the 54-year-old former head
coach of Romanian team Dinamo Bucure?ti,
has been appointed as the new head coach
of the Iranian national basketball team. The
Greek coach, with a distinguished career that
includes stints at Panathinaikos, AEK Athens,
and Peristeri Athens, replaced Turkish coach
Hakan Demir.

“This appointment should have happened
sooner, but due to the Iran league competition,
we had to delay it a little bit. However, we acted
very quickly after the end of the competition,”
Davari said.

Expressing gratitude to outgoing coach
Hakan Demir, Davari said, “When you take over
a team with an average age of 32 and reduce
it to 25, it means you've done a great job of
rebuilding. We thank Hakan for all his efforts in
the national team.”

Davari emphasized that the experience of
new coach could be helpful for Team Melli.

“He was the head coach of the Greek national
team and has participated in qualifiers with
good results. But these are all on paper. We
need to see what he can do. We must provide
him with the necessary facilities. We should
judge him after he starts working. The contract
of the national team coach was signed before
the federation’s general assembly, but due to
some circumstances, we announced it with a
slight delay,” he added.

When asked if the new coach could also
work with club teams, Davari clarified, “No, he
can only work with the Iranian national team.”

Regarding Iran’s chances of winning a medal
at the 2025 FIBA Asia Cup with Manolopoulos
at the helm, Davari stated, “If you remove
the foreign players from teams like Jordan,
Lebanon, Japan, and the Philippines, Iran will
be the undisputed Asian champions. We are
facing opponents with unequal power. If they
take their foreigners, they will not be able to
compete with us. Iran is the power of Asia, and
they should have special respect for this team.
This problem must be solved”

Davari also announced that the Iranian
Basketball ~Federation will soon be
collaborating with a coach from Montenegro
for youth teams and talent development.

Iran’s Jelveh joins
Olympiacos SFP

TEHRAN - Iran international middle blocker
Mahdi Jelveh has joined Greek volleyball club
Olympiacos SFP.

The 23-year-old player was a member of
Fenerbahce Parolapara last season.

Jelveh was part of Iran national volleyball
team in the 2024 Volleyball Nations League.

Olympiacos is the most successful club in
Greek volleyball history, having won 32 Greek
Volley League titles, 17 Cups, six League Cups,
all national records, and two Super Cups.

Esteghlal French
winger Yamga
linked with
Aluminum

TEHRAN - Arthur Kevin Yamga Tientcheu
has been linked with a move to Aluminum
football club.

The 28-year-old player suffered an eye
injury in Esteghlal’s training in January and has
undergone surgery several times.

The media reports suggest that he has been
deemed surplus to requirements in Esteghlal.

Yamga participates in Aluminum’s training
and will likely join the Iranian top-flight club.
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Sitting volleyball
determined to win
eighth Paralympics
gold: Bigdeli

TEHRAN - One of Iran’s sitting volleyball
team most decorated player Sadegh Bigdeli
says that they are looking forward to win the
eighth gold in the Paralympic Games.

Bigdeli won a silver medal in the 2004
Paralympics and also won three golds in 2008,
2016 and 2020 Paralympic Games as well one
more silver in 2012 Paralympics.

Bigdeli, 40, is going to win his fourth gold in
Paris. Iran’s men’s sitting volleyball team have
won seven golds in the Games.

“We are going to win gold medal because we
are well-prepared for the Games. However, we
know that the best teams in the world will be
there in Paris to stop us,” Bigdeli told Tehran
Times.

“Bosnia and Herzegovina are the most
opponents but we are capable of defeating
every opponents because Iran have very
talented players,” he added.

Iran sitting volleyball team were supposed
to compete in atournament in the Netherlands
in July but were denied visas.

“After cancelation of the Netherland’s
tournament, we played several friendly
matches with Kazakhstan in Iran and | think
the friendlies helped the coaching staff to
find out our own strengths and weaknesses,’
Bigdeli stated.

Donyamali
approved as Iran’s
sports minister

TEHRAN - Ahmad Donyamali became the
Iran’s Minister of Sport and Youth.

Iran’s parliament held a vote of confidence
in the candidates proposed by new President
Masoud Pezeshkian.

Donyamali became Iran’s sports and youth
minister with 253 votes out of 288.

He replaced Kioumars Hashemi, who had
been appointed as sports minister in last
year’s September.

Donyamali served as head of Iran’s Canoeing,

Rowing & Sailing Federation from 2004 to
2010.

Rooney Eva
Wankewai Joins
Mes Rafsanjan

TEHRAN - Cameroonian forward Rooney
Eva Wankewai joined Iranian football club Mes
Rafsanjan.

He played for Chinese Super League club
Meizhou Hakka last season.

Wankewai had played 6 times for Cameroon
U-17 and scored one goal.

Mes Rafsanjan, headed by former Iran
midfielder Moharram Navidkia, finished in
10th place in the Iran league’s 16-team table.

Iran’s national
goalkeeper earns
new Guinness
record

TEHRAN - Iranian goalkeeper Alireza
Beiranvand has set a new Guinness World
Record for the longest foothall (soccer)
dropkick.

Born in 1992, Beiranvand is considered one
of the key players of Iran’s national football
team, also known as Team Melli.

The keeper is known for his remarkable
throws at the international level.

Beiranvand had already registered the
farthest distance throw of a soccer ball in the
Guinness World Records book.
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Iran producing 70m liters/day of
Euro 5 gasoline
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TEHRAN - Head of National Iranian Oil Refining
and Distribution Company (NIORDC) Jalil Salari
says the country is currently producing over 30
million liters of Euro 4 gasoline and 70 million li-
ters of Euro 5 gasoline on a daily basis.

Referring to the growth of all the country’s
refineries in the production of high-quality gas-
oline, Salari said:” The production of gasoline with
an octane index of 90 is one of the goals of the
National Oil Products Refining and Distribution
Company in the Seventh National Development
Plan”

Earlier this month, Salari said with the imple-
mentation of the gasoline quality improvement
plan of Shiraz Refinery, 71 percent of the country’s
gasoline output will be under Euro 5 standards.

According to Salari, Shiraz Refinery is current-
ly producing 1.6 million liters gasoline on a daily
basis which will be added to the country’s Euro 5
production after the mentioned plan is going op-
erational, Shana reported.

Referring to the average daily production of
105 million liters of gasoline in the country, he
said: “Currently, 70 percent of the country’s total
gasoline is produced in accordance with Euro 5
environmental standards.”

Back in May, the head of Imam Khomeini Oil

Refining Company had also announced that his
company was ready to produce gasoline observ-
ing requirements of Euro-5 standard rules and
regulations.

Majid Rajabi said the company was at the stage
of producing gasoline with Euro-5 standards and
it will hit the market in a limited volume.

The quality of gasoline has always been a bone
of contention between the environmental and oil
industry experts.

Despite sanctions imposed against the country,
Iran is prepared to produce gasoline with Euro-5
standards.

The Euro-5 gasoline is produced and supplied
in coordination with the National Iranian Oil Prod-
ucts Distribution and Refining Company, the offi-
cial said.

The company has expressed its readiness to
supply all of its produced gasoline and diesel ac-
cording to Euro-5 standards, he said.

The official put the current volume of the Euro-
4 gasoline and diesel produced at the Imam Kho-
meini Oil Refining Company in Shazand at about
16 and 12.4 million liters respectively.

According to him, the amount of production
and supply of Euro 5 gasoline should be coordi-
nated with the refining and distribution company
of petroleum products and we act based on the
policies determined by them. Of course, Shazand
Oil Refining Company is ready to supply its entire
production of gasoline and diesel at Euro 5.

He pointed out that with the production of Euro
5 gasoline, the amount of gasoline produced may
decrease slightly, and explained: Currently, with
the production of Euro 5 gasoline, the amount
of gasoline produced may decrease slightly, but
with the implementation of a new program, the
decrease in production volume can be prevented.

Annual shoes export stands at over

S90m

TEHRAN - Iran’s value of shoes export stood at
over $90 million in the past Iranian calendar year
1402 (ended on March 19), according to the chair-
man of Iranian Union of Handmade Shoe Makers.

Rasoul Shajari also announced that 250 million
pairs of leather shoes are annually made in the
country.

He made the remarks on the sidelines of the
1th International Exhibition of Footwear, Bag
Leather, and Related Industries (MPEX 2024),
which kicked off at Tehran Permanent Interna-
tional Fairgrounds on Monday.

More than 150 domestic and foreign companies
including Italy, China, and Turkey are showcasing
their latest products and services in this four-day
exhibition.

As reported, all kinds of leather products in-
cluding various office bags, women’s and men'’s
leather shoes, sandals, sportswear, leather prod-

ucts, all kinds of leather clothing, all kinds of
leather including Ashbalt and artificial leathers,
various leather processing machinery includ-
ing laser machines, press machines, all kinds of
sewing machines and other equipment are being
presented and displayed to the public in the ex-
hibition.

This exhibition is held with the aim of in-
creasing international interactions, developing
exports, and introducing new technologies and
knowledge in the leather and footwear industry
while promoting domestic capabilities.

Increasing the quality of products, encourag-
ing competition among producers, optimizing the
product distribution system, responding to the
diverse needs of the markets inside and outside
the country, and facilitating the access of Iranian
producers to regional markets are also reported
to be among the goals of this international exhi-
bition.

TEDPIX rises 4,600 points on Wednesday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 4,653 points to
2,037,207 on Wednesday, which is the fifth day of
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
and the most important one. The other three ones
are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization (SEQ) has said that the capital of the
companies active in the stock market increased
by 5.0 quadrillion rials (about $10 billion) in the
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on March
19).

According to Majid Eshgi, the capital of listed
companies increased from 15 quadrillion rials
(about $30 billion) two years ago to 20 quadril-
lion rials (about $40 billion) in the previous year,
IRNA reported.

He expressed hope that by formulating the
necessary guidelines and setting up the institu-
tions that are seen in the production financing
law, the government will be able to address the
issue of capital formation, which is one of the se-
rious challenges of the economy”

Back in June, Former Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi said financing
through the stock market in Iran increased by 100
percent in the previous Iranian calendar year.

According to Khandouzi, the stock market sup-
plied 500 billion rials (about $1.0 million) of cap-
ital for funding various projects in the previous
year, while the figure was 250 billion rials (about
$500,000) a year earlier.

Eshgi had said in June 2023 that attracting
capital for the companies active in the stock mar-
ket is a priority of the organization which is being
seriously pursued.

“Funding through the capital market should be
facilitated and achieved in a short period of time,”
Eshqi stressed.

According to the SEO head, development of IT
infrastructure is also considered one of the prior-
ities of the stock exchange organization.

“We will have serious improvements in the
transaction system and follow-up processes,” he
noted.

Iranian Capital market with a history of over 50
years is one of the oldest markets in the world
and the oldest in the region. The Securities and
Exchange Organization of Iran (SEQ) is the sole
regulatory and supervisory authority to the capi-
tal market in Iran.

Iran’s capital market has companies from a
wide range of industries, including automotive,
telecommunications, agriculture, petrochemical,
mining, steel iron, copper, banking and insurance,
banking and others.

ICCIMA calls for implementing
Iran-Chin

¥

TEHRAN - Head of Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
has called for the implementa-
tion of the Iran-China 25-year
strategic agreement in a meeting
with China’s Ambassador to Teh-
ran Cong Peiwu.

In the meeting, Samad Hassan-
zadeh emphasized the need to
implement the provisions of the
25-year agreements between the
two countries and said: “Iranian
economic operators will be pres-
ent at the China import exhibition
that will be held in November”’

Noting that Iran and China
can cooperate in various fields,
Hassanzadeh stated: “There are
suitable areas for cooperation
including maritime transport and
economic and commercial infra-
structure”

According to the ICCIMA head,
Iran will have a strong presence
at China’s Import Exhibition which
is going to be held in November,
because this exhibition provides
an opportunity for Iranian busi-
nessmen to get to know the pos-
sibilities and ways of cooperation
with China.

Mentioning the beginning of
the work of the 14th government
in Iran and the changes that have
occurred, Hassanzadeh said:
“Iran’s new president can add
more depth to the economic and
commercial relations between
Iran and China. He has a special
focus on international relations
and believes that efforts should
be made to implement all the

a strategic agr

ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanzadeh (R) and China’s Ambassador to
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Tehran Cong Peiwu

provisions of the agreement be-
tween Iran and China.”

He also emphasized joint in-
vestment between the two coun-
tries and said: “lran and China
have high capabilities in the pet-
rochemical, gas, oil, automotive,
space, etc. and should have joint
investments in such fields”

Hassanzadeh further suggest-
ed that Iran needs investment in
the downstream sector of ??cop-
per industries and China can in-
vest in this sector.

There are also such capacities
in the aluminum sector or power
plant construction, he said.

China pursues joint invest-
ment in Iran

The Chinese ambassador for
his part, referred to the unilateral
sanctions and economic pres-
sures that are being imposed on
Iran, saying: “Despite all these
problems, Iran’s economy is

moving forward with high power
because there are professional
economic experts who drive the
economy.”

Referring to his meeting with
Iran’s new president, he de-
scribed what was discussed in
this meeting as hopeful.

According to Peiwu, Iran and
China can improve the level of
their relations within the frame-
work of the economic and politi-
cal approaches of both countries.

He further emphasized the
favorable economic situation of
his country and the development
of its trade exchanges, saying:
“China has been able to increase
its production with more added
value and at the same time move
towards green production with
higher quality and a significant
reduction in energy consump-
tion. Therefore, the cooperation
between Iran and China can now
have significantly better results”

eement

Implementing Iran-China
strategic agreement requires a
roadmap

Also speaking at the meet-
ing, Hamed Asgari, the ICCIMA
deputy for International Affairs
pointed to the capabilities of the
Iran-China joint chamber and
suggested that the two sides
should prepare a measurable and
targeted roadmap based on the
25-year agreements concluded
between Iran and China, and with
continuous follow-up, ensure the
implementation of the provisions
of the agreement.

“To this end, it is necessary to
hold meetings between the head
of the Iran-China joint chamber
and the commercial advisor of
the embassy in order to identify
and remove the obstacles in this
direction,” Asgari said.

Iran calls on China to elimi-
nate visa requirement for busi-
nessmen

Elsewhere in the meeting,
Head of Iran-China Joint Chamber
of Commerce Majid-Reza Hariri
called on the Chinese official to
take the necessary measures for
eliminating visa requirements for
[ranian businesspersons.

“The Chinese government has
recently exempted some coun-
tries from receiving Chinese vi-
sas. We suggest that this policy
be applied to Iran as well, so that
Iranian businessmen and tourists
can travel to this country without
the need to obtain visas. This has
been happening on the part of
Iran for several years,” he said.

CBIl approves directive to support stock market

TEHRAN - The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
approved a directive allowing the banks of the
country to provide up to 100 trillion rials (about
$200 million) of funding to support the stock
market, IRNA reported.

The mentioned directive was approved on
Tuesday, in a meeting of the CBI supreme coun-
cil chaired by the CBI Governor Mohammadreza
Farzin.

As reported, The CBI governor has urged the
Securities and Exchange Organization (SEO) to
consider the concerns of the shareholders when
injecting these resources into the capital mar-
ket and to plan in such a way that the funding
has an effective role in the capital market.

Earlier this week, Farzin announced the CBI's

new measures for supporting the capital mar-
ket.

Referring to the central bank’s three new
measures to support the stock market and
small shareholders, the official said these plans
are mainly focused on financing listed compa-
nies to accelerate their development.

“The first step is to guarantee 3.6 quadrillion
rials (about $7.2 billion) of bonds of the oper-
ating banks to issue Riyal financing bonds to
supply working capital to companies listed in
the stock market,” Farzin said.

The official also mentioned the issuance
of 2.0 billion euros of foreign currency sukuk
bonds to support the development plans of
listed companies active in the field of petro-
chemicals and mining as the second measure to
support the stock market.

The third measure is to grant 1.5 billion eu-
ros in foreign currency loans to listed compa-
nies that have foreign exchange income and

quick-return plans, in order to increase their
exports, according to the CBI governor.

The head of Iran’s Securitas and Exchange
Organization (SEO) Majid Eshgi has also said
the country’s banks, major holdings and gov-
ernment organizations are going to collaborate
in order to support the stock market.

Referring to the latest decisions made by the
Supreme Council of the Stock Market, Eshqi said
most of the measures that are going to be taken
to support the market are focused on provid-
ing funding and capital via the Capital Market
Development and Stabilization Fund (CMDSF),
Tasnim News Agency reported.

“Such measures will be taken by holdings
and investment companies in order to reassure
shareholders about the future of their shares”,
the official said.

Shalamcheh-Basra railway project
progressing at a good pace: RAIl head

TEHRAN - Head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways (known as
RAI) Miad Salehi said the Shalam-
cheh-Basra Railway project is pro-
gressing at a significant speed,
Mehr News Agency reported.

“The construction of the Shalam-
cheh-Basra railway, for which we
have been waiting more than 40
years, has started and is currently
progressing at a good speed,” Salehi
wrote on his social media on Tues-
day.

According to Salehi, in order to
speed up the construction, various
parts of the project, especially de-
mining and bridge construction, are
being done simultaneously and in
parallel.

The connection of the railway
from Iran’s southwestern Shalam-
cheh town to Basra city in Iraq has
been one of the issues pursued by
the governments of Iran and Iraq for
many years.

Iran and Iraq signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) for
the construction of the Shalam-
cheh-Basra railway in the Ira-
nian calendar year 1390 (March
2011-March 2012), which was not
implemented.

In 1393 (2014-2015), another MOU
was signed between Tehran and
Baghdad for the construction of this

railway, according to which, Iran un-
dertook to design and build a bridge
over the Arvand River, and the Iragi
side undertook to build a 32-kilo-
meter railway from the Shalamcheh
border to the Basra railway station
on Iragi soil.

Implementation of this proj-
ect was followed up by the Irani-
an government, and in order to
complete the Shalamcheh-Basra
railway, the 17-kilometer Khorram-
shahr-Shalamcheh railroad project
was completed in 2011 to connect
the Iranian railway to Irag, and it was
decided to join the city of Basra.

However, due to some reasons,
economic problems and a short-
age of funds in Irag, as well as legal
problems in that country for grant-
ing land to Iran to construct the rail-
way, the project was halted for ten
years.

But since 2021, the governments
of the two countries have become
more serious about constructing
this railroad, which is a strategic
event in the West Asia region.

Finally, after a long delay, the con-
striction operation of the railway
was officially started in 2023 in a
ceremony attended by Iran’s for-
mer First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber, Transport Minister Mehr-
dad Bazrpash, and Irag’s Prime Min-
ister Mohammed Shayya’ Al-Sudani

at the border zero point of Shalam-
cheh.

Addressing the mentioned cere-
mony, Iran’s first vice president said,
“Today, we have gathered in this
place to witness the start of one of
the most important joint projects
between Iran and Irag, which will
affect the entire region. | express
my satisfaction that today, together
with the prime minister of Irag, we
started the railway connection of
the two countries at this point and
developed the railway infrastruc-
ture for the expansion of trade and
economic cooperation.”

“The nations of Iran and Iraq have
very good historical, civilizational,
and religious relations; But the val-
ue of current trade between the two
countries is not at the level expect-
ed by the parties. On the other hand,
the activation of this process will
guarantee Irag’s complete access to
Iran’s neighboring countries, includ-
ing the Caucasus and Central Asia”,
the official added.

The completion of the Shalam-
cheh-Basrarailway is actually a plan
to connect the two shrines, which
provides a direct line for the pilgrims
from Atabat Aliyat (the shrines of
Shia Imams which are in four cit-
ies of Irag) to Mashhad (where the
shrine of Imam Reza is located) and
vice versa, according to Mokhber.

As reported, the Shalam-
cheh-Basra railway line, which is
32 kilometers long, will be ready for
operation in 18 months. 16 km of this
line will be built in Iran and 16 kilo-
meters in Irag.

According to Salehi, the cargo ca-
pacity of this railway is between 8
and 10 million tons and its passen-
ger capacity is 12 million people.

The high volume of goods export-
ed from Iran to Iraq has caused the
issue of transportation infrastruc-
ture between the two countries to
be of great importance, and accord-
ing to experts, with the construction
of the Shalamcheh-Basra railway,
the income of the Iranian Railways
will increase significantly.

Also, with the construction of
this railway line and the completion
of the Shalamcheh-Karbala route,
Iran’s railway will be connected to
Iraq and from there to the port of
Latakia in Syria, and it is expected
that a good amount of cargo will
come from Syria to Iran.

On the other hand, the prosperi-
ty of pilgrimage trips, as well as the
growth and development of tourism,
is the other advantage of complet-
ing the Shalamcheh-Basra railway,
while a significant reduction in fuel
consumption compared to the road
transport, is another advantage of
the implementation of this project.



Ceasefire charade: Is the US bridging
gaps or keeping up appearances?

From page 1 » Senior officials
from the three countries held
talks with an Israeli delegation
in Qatar last week. But the ne-
gotiations did not make a break-
through. They are expected to
continue the talks in the Egyptian
capital.

Hamas negotiators are not
directly participating in these
talks.

The movement says the latest
US proposal veers too closely to
demands made by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Hamas agreed in principle to a
ceasefire plan laid out by Presi-
dent Joe Biden on May 31 which
was later endorsed by the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council. The
three-phase plan would lead to
the release of remaining captives
held in Gaza and bring an end to
Israel’s genocidal war in the Pal-
estinian territory.

Presently, Israel stands ac-
cused of hamstringing the
ceasefire process by adding de-
mands to the Biden plan which
has become a major point of con-
tention in negotiations.

These demands include Israeli
presence on the Philadelphi and
Netzarim corridors. The first
corridor separates Egypt's Si-
nai from the Gaza Strip and the
second one divides northern and
southern Gaza.

Netanyahu said on Tuesday

abandon the two strategic corri-
dors, which clearly breaches the
terms of the Biden ceasefire plan
that was approved by the Securi-
ty Council.

Earlier, a report in US publica-
tion Axios quoted Netanyahu as
saying he may have convinced
Blinken that Israel should keep
troops in the Philadelphi corridor.

But the US administration has
apparently rejected the report.

“The United States does not
accept any long-term occupation
of Gaza by Israel,” Blinken said in
Doha.

A White House spokesperson
also said it is “totally untrue”
that the Israeli premier had told
the US secretary of state that
his regime would never leave the
Philadelphi and Netzarim corri-
dors.

stressed that he does not want
a permanent end to the Gaza
war. He is only after a tempo-
rary ceasefire to secure the re-
lease of the remaining captives
in Gaza.

The USis also well aware of the
Israeli prime minister’s intention.
Hence, Blinken’s ninth regional
visit is nothing more than a flight
of fancy.

Netanyahu does not want a
permanent ceasefire because it
would lead to hardliners in his
cabinet walking out and collaps-
ing it. Then, he would be held ac-
countable for failing to prevent
the Al-Agsa Strom, a surprise
military operation carried out by
Hamas in southern Israel on Oc-
tober7.

More than 1,700 people were
killed in the operation and
about 250 others were taken

100 captives following a swap
deal in November. Dozens of the
captives are still held in Gaza.

Israel's war on Gaza which
erupted after the Hamas’ at-
tack has claimed the lives of
more than 40,000 Palestinians
so far.

Israel makes excuses and
sets new conditions to prolong
the war and shifts the blame
on Hamas. The US also appeas-
es Israel and points its finger at
Hamas.

So, Blinken’s ulterior motive
for trumpeting the US ceasefire
proposal is to keep up appear-
ances as the Biden adminis-
tration remains under domes-
tic and international pressure
to end its support for Israel’s
genocidal war and stop arming
the regime.

Currently, the Democrat-
ic National Convention, which
kicked offin Chicago on Mon-
day, has been overshadowed by
protests organized by anti-war
and pro-Palestine demonstra-
tors calling for an end to weap-
ons transfers to Israel.

The US also fears that if
talks completely collapse, the
Gaza war could morph into a
broad regional war. In that case,
Washington would have to pay
a heavy price amid rising re-
gional sentiment against its
unwavering support for Israel’s

that the Israeli army will not

Netanyahu

has  publicly

captive. Hamas freed more than

onslaught

Netanyahu regime has “lost the north”
Palestinian resistance in Gaza praises Hezbollah

From page 1 » On Wednesday, Hezbollah
announced it had targeted the Israeli Tsnobar
military base in the Israeli-occupied Syrian
Golan with salvoes of Katyusha rockets.

Regional media outlets reported tens of
Katyusha rockets targeted the site, striking
the Israeli military’s logistical base.

Hezbollah declared that the latest
operation came in response to the overnight
Israeli aggression on Bekaa, which killed one
person and injured 19 others.

Among those who sustained injuries were
five Lebanese children.

The Lebanese resistance also announced
that it had launched an aerial attack using
swarms of one-way drones on the reserve
headquarters of the Northern Command
and the reserve base of the Galilee Division,
along with its logistical storage facilities in
Ami’ad.

The attack targeted command centers
and positions of officers and soldiers, with
“precise hits”.

This was the second operation on
Wednesday to target the Ami'ad base, which
is located 19 kilometers away from the
Lebanese border.

OnTuesday, Hezbollah waged 12 operations,
pounding Israeli military barracks with
rockets and drones.

The daily exchange of fire between
Hezbollah and the Israeli military has
stretched into its eleventh month.

The Lebanese resistance movement says
it is acting in solidarity with the people and

resistance in Gaza, which is facing a US.-
backed Israeli genocidal war.

In a letter, which has gone viral, the
Palestinian resistance in Gaza has praised
Hezbollah. The letter reads:

“Dear brothers in the Islamic Resistance in
Lebanon,

Peace, mercy, and blessings be upon you.
Peace be upon His Eminence, the Secretary-
General of Hezbollah, Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah. Peace be upon the martyrs and the
wounded. Peace be upon the steadfast and
enduring fighters, as firm as the steadfast
mountains. Mountains may disappear, but
their feet do not falter.

Dear brothers,

You are truly brothers, supporters, loyal
men, and a sincere resistance. For more than
ten months, we have witnessed your jihad,
patience, and sacrifices of what you hold
most dear in the battle against this enemy,
who fears facing you.

This foolish and defeated enemy, mired in
the quagmire of Gaza, seeks to escape daily
from the blows and ambushes of our fighters,
which have grayed the hair of Zionist officers
and soldiers. How can they confront and fight
you?

Dear brothers,

From the heart of Gaza, amid the battles,
dust of conflict, and the suffering of our
patient and steadfast people, we send you
these words during these critical moments in
the history of the nation, amid the betrayal of
both distant and near.

This terrified enemy, described by His
Eminence Secretary-General Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah as being weaker than a spider’s
web, now stands on the tips of its toes,
consumed by fear and painful anticipation -
both of days and nights and the battlefield.

The enemy has erred in its estimates and
calculations, and we are confident that you
will carry out your mission with merit. We will
see your strength and jihad manifest, God
willing.

You and our other brothers in the axis of
resistance, from Islamic Iran to Arab Syria,
to steadfast Irag, reaching to the dear
Yemen, which has etched in Islamic and Arab
history the greatest meanings of belonging
to Palestine and its cause with blood and
gunpowder.

In conclusion, to those who share our
struggle, patience, and dignity in our battle,
the Battle of the al-Agsa Storm, we say:
Victory is near, and we have witnessed it
through the blessed efforts of our noble
fighters in our valiant sector and our
heroic Gaza Strip. Patience until victory, the
complete liberation of beloved Palestine and
its holy sites. May Allah accept your jihad,
patience, and sacrifices.

Indeed, it is a struggle, for victory or
martyrdom.

Your brothers: The Palestinian Resistance

August 20, 2024”

Later on Wednesday, Hezbollah published
separate statements saying it had carried

out at least ten operations against Israeli
military positions.

Palestinians are being dehumanized to
justify occupation and genocide

By Ahmad lbsais

It has been more than a month since
a former president of the United States,
Donald Trump, used my identity as an insult
in a televised debate. He called his opponent,
current US President Joe Biden, a “very bad
Palestinian” for his alleged failure to help
Israel “finish the job” of killing everyone in
Gaza and stealing the land. He received zero
pushback. Biden, the person who is directly
funding and supplying the weapons for the
ongoing genocide of my people, clearly had
no issue with our identity being turned into
a slur. But the nation’s liberal commentariat,
always ready to call out Trump’s racism,
did not really care either. There were a few
articles on how Trump’s “racist insult” has
upset human rights advocates, but in a
matter of days if not hours, the incident was
completely forgotten.

This came after months of Palestinians in
Gaza being indiscriminately bombed, shot at,
imprisoned and starved. After the complete
decimation of the strip’s hospitals and
universities. After the despicable murder of
six-year-old Hind Rajab with 355 bullets shot
directly at the car she was in.

And since Trump used my identity as a
slur on national TV, the killing, maiming
and repeated displacement of Palestinians
continued, not only in Gaza but all across
Palestine. Various investigations concluded
that Palestinians being held without charge
or legal representation in Israeli prisons
and detention camps, like the notorious
Sde Teiman in the Negev desert, are being
tortured, starved, raped and left to die. The
official death toll of this latest round of Israeli
slaughter in Gaza has surpassed 40,000
with many more thousands still buried

under the rubble. And after all this, the US
government approved weapons sales to the
genocidal state of Israel totaling $20bn.

A brutal, systematic war is being waged on
mypeople,inopenview oftheworld, todeprive
us of our land and our basic right to dignity.
And yet, it seems, the global community has
become numb to our suffering, our pain and
the injustice we have been subjected to for
many decades. Especially those in the West
appear indifferent to what Israel, with the
help of their governments, is doing to us. This
is why Israel has been able to continue this
genocide with impunity for 10 long months,
and this is why no one even flinched when
two of the most powerful men in the world
casually used “Palestinian” as a slur on
national television.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Thousands flee as
Israel orders more
evacuations in Deir
al-Balah

Thousands of displaced Palestinian ci-
vilians have begun evacuating their areas
in eastern Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza
Strip after new Israeli evacuation orders, ac-
cording to witnesses.

The area was previously designated as a
“safe zone” for civilians, but the Israeli army
ordered residents to leave it ahead of a new
military operation there.

Last week, the UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees (UNRWA) said that Israel has
reduced the so-called “humanitarian zone”
in Gaza to just 11% of the territory, causing
widespread panic and fear among displaced
people.

According to Gaza's government media
office, two million people in Gaza have been
displaced by Israel’s ongoing offensive on the
enclave.

UN official: Death
‘the only certainty’
for people in Gaza

A UN official said death appears to be the
“only certainty” for the 2.3 million Palestin-
ians in Gaza, who have no way to escape Is-
raeli attacks.

The UNRWA official recounted the growing
desperation across the territory.

“It does feel like people are waiting for
death. Death seems to be the only certainty
in this situation,” Louise Wateridge told AFP
from Gaza.

For the past two weeks, Wateridge has
been in Gaza, witnessing the humanitarian
crisis, the fear of death, and the spread of
disease as the war continues.

“Nowhere in Gaza is safe. It's absolutely
devastating. We are facing unprecedented
challenges with the spread of disease and
hygiene issues, largely due to the Israeli-im-
posed siege on the Gaza Strip,” she added.

Russia rules out
peace talks with
Ukraine until
enemy ‘completely
defeated’

Moscow will not hold talks with Ukraine af-
ter Kyiv's attack on the Kursk region, not until
the enemy is completely defeated, Russian
Security Council Deputy Chairman Dmitry
Medvedev said, Tass reported.

“Everything fell into place after the
neo-Nazis carried out this act of terrorism
against the Kursk region. Idle talk about
wonderful peace by unauthorized mediators
is over. Now, everyone understands - even if
no one says it publicly - that there will be no
talks until the enemy is completely defeated,”
he wrote on Telegram.

“In my view, the risk - albeit theoretical - of
our country getting trapped in negotiations
at some point, showed its face,” Medvedev
pointed out, adding that he was talking about
“the premature and unnecessary peace talks
proposed by the international community,
which were imposed on the Kyiv regime.” The
Russian Security Council deputy chairman
questioned the prospects of such talks, or
what results they could produce.

Israel bombs
UNRWA school in
Gaza City

Israeli forces attacked the Salah al-Din
School west of Gaza City on Wednesday,
where hundreds of people had taken refuge,
the Palestinian Civil Defense said.
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“In an initial tally, two people have been
killed and 15 wounded in the attack on the
school,” a spokesperson for the civil defense
said.

The military acknowledged it carried out
an attack. It, however, claimed Hamas fight-
ers were targeted.

Israel kills another
journalist in Gaza

Gaza’'s media office condemned the Israe-
li killing of journalist Hamza Abdul Rahman
Murtaja.

It said Murtaja worked as a photogra-
pher and reported for several different me-
dia outlets, and called on “the international
community and international organizations
and those related to journalistic work in the
world to deter the [Israeli] occupation and
prosecute it in international courts” for the
killing of journalists in Gaza.

The office added that Murtaja’s death
brings the number of journalists killed by the
Israeli army in Gaza since October 7 to 170.

NRC: Israeli settler
violence triggers
largest forcible
transfers since
October

The largest wave of forcible transfers of
Palestinian communities since October 7 has
taken place in the northeast of the occupied
West Bank, triggered by Israeli settler at-
tacks, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)
says.

The NRC said three communities compris-
ing 119 Palestinians have been forced out
over the past 10 days as Israeli settlers at-
tacked community members in their homes,
erected new settler outposts and blocked
access to water, Al Jazeera reported.

Two communities, al-Farsiya Khallet Khad-
er and al-Farisiya al-Zu'bi, have been com-
pletely depopulated while only one family re-
mains in the third community, Ein al-Hilweh
- Umm al-Jamal.

“These attacks, occurring in broad daylight
under the watching eyes and the protective
force of the Israeli military, highlight the un-
lawfulness of Israel’s presence in the West
Bank, as recently ruled by the International
Court of Justice,” said Allegra Pacheco, chief
of party of the NRC-led West Bank Protection
Consortium (WBPC).

Overall, 18 communities in the al-Maleh
region in the northeastern West Bank, all of
which are supported by the WBPC, have al-
ready been displaced or are at imminent risk
of forcible transfer due to ongoing settler vi-
olence, the organization said.

Israel assassinated
Khalil al-Maqdah to
ignite regional war:
Fatah

A senior official from the Palestinian Na-
tional Liberation Movement, more commonly
known as Fatah, has accused Israel of assas-
sinating Khalil al-Magdah to “ignite a region-
al war”.

Tawfiq Tirawi, a member of Fatah’s central
committee in Ramallah in the occupied West
Bank, told AFP: “The assassination of a Fatah
official is further proof that Israel aims to
provoke a full-scale war in the region.”

Maqdah played “a central role” in “support-
ing the Palestinian people and its resistance”
during the Gaza war and had an “important
role in supporting resistance cells” in the
West Bank for years, Fatah said in a state-
ment.



TOURISM

AUGUST 22, 2024
Straight Truth

Muharram, New Year rituals added to
national tourism calendar

TEHRAN - A number of Muharram mourning
rituals as well as a Persian New Year ceremony
have recently been included in Iran’s National
Tourism Events Calendar.

A selection of significant Ashura-related cer-
emonies practiced in various provinces have
been identified and categorized based on their
potential to become religious tourism attrac-
tions, Mehr quoted the director of domestic
tourism development with the tourism minis-
try, as saying on Wednesday.

Among the events registered are Kharrah
mali, or ‘mud rubbing’, a ritual primarily held in
Khorramabad, the capital of Lorestan province,
Sayyed Mostafa Fatemi said.

The ritual was conditionally registered at the
national level, with the possibility of being up-
graded in the future.

Additionally, the Tabag-Gardani procession
in Qazvin, held during the mourning periods of
Muharram and the 28th of Safar, was record-
ed at the provincial level. The “Ta’zieh” (passion
play) in Qazvin, which occurs annually on Tir
16th (July 6th), was also added to the calendar.

Fatemi mentioned that other mourning cere-
monies, including some held in cities like Tabriz,

have also been conditionally included in the Na-
tional Tourism Events Calendar.

Fatemi highlighted that some of these events
had previously been registered as intangible
cultural heritage, emphasizing the importance
of events that can boost tourist attraction, es-
pecially during off-peak travel seasons.

The official added that for an event to be in-
cluded in the tourism calendar, it must be held
within a specific and limited timeframe, in a
well-defined location, and contribute to en-
hancing the destination’s image and awareness
among tourists.

Furthermore, these events should be easily
accessible to tourists and equipped with the
necessary facilities for accommodation and
hospitality, he explained.

New Year ceremony at Imam Reza shrine

In addition to Muharram rituals, the head of
the Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Office of Mashhad announced that the New
Year ceremony at the holy shrine of Imam Reza
(AS) has been added to Iran’s National Tourism
Events Calendar.

Hossein Amirkalali stated that the New Year
ceremony is an event held during the final
hours of the [Persian] year, with the presence of
pilerims and locals at the porticos, courtyards,
and surrounding areas of the holy shrine com-
plex.

Amirkalali added that the New Year cere-
mony has been conducted with special rituals
since the Qajar era, usually with the presence
of religious, scholarly, and political figures, and
continued during the Pahlavi period. “Today, the
ceremony is held with even greater grandeur
and scale”

African health officials call for solidarity
not travel bans over mpox outbreak

African health officials have appealed to the in-
ternational community not to impose travel bans
on countries dealing with an outbreak of mpox,
but instead to support the continent in rolling out
testing and vaccinations.

There have been about 1,400 new cases and 24
deaths linked to a new variant of mpox over the
past week, according to the Africa Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

“Don’'t punish Africa” said Africa CDC’s head
Jean Kaseya at a media briefing on Tuesday. “We
hear from here and there that you want to apply
travel bans ... we need solidarity, we need you to
provide appropriate support, this vaccine is ex-
pensive.

“I clearly request our partners to stop thinking
about travel bans against Africa, that will bring us
back to the unfair treatment from the Covid period
and not help the world to move forward”

On Tuesday Argentine authorities quarantined
a cargo ship in the Parana River near the inland
grains port of Rosario over a suspected case of
mpox onboard.

Fernando Morales, president of industry body
the Argentine Naval League, said that a Liberi-
an-flagged ship had been ordered to drop anchor
in the river while a test on a crew member was
carried out.

“A crew member with fever and weakness was
taken to a hospital in San Nicolas. There they car-
ried out some tests and they say that in principle
it could be mpox,” Morales said, adding that the
diagnosis was not yet confirmed.

Kaseya said he hoped vaccines would soon
arrive in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), the source of an outbreak that has spread
to at least three other countries.

He said there had been promising collaboration
between countries and health organisations, but
that he would not be satisfied with progress in
tackling the outbreak until community-level test-
ing networks had been established to ensure no
cases were missed. Richer nations could help in
expanding testing and procuring vaccinations, he
added.

(Source: The Guardian)

Glimpses of World Heritage sites
Amphitheatre of El Jem

The impressive ruins of the largest colosseum
in North Africa, a huge amphitheatre which could
hold up to 35,000 spectators, are found in the
small village of El Jem. This 3rd-century monu-
ment illustrates the grandeur and extent of Im-
perial Rome.

According to UNESCO, the Amphitheatre of El
Jem bears outstanding witness to Roman archi-
tecture, notably monuments built for spectator
events, in Africa. Located in a plain in the centre of
Tunisia, this amphitheatre is built entirely of stone
blocks, with no foundations and free-standing.

In this respect it is modelled on the Coliseum of
Rome without being an exact copy of the Flavian
construction. Its size (big axis of 148 metres and
small axis 122 metres) and its capacity (judged to
be 35000 spectators) make it without a doubt
among the largest amphitheatres in the world.

Its facade comprises three levels of arcades of
Corinthian or composite style. Inside, the mon-
ument has conserved most of the supporting
infrastructure for the tiered seating. The wall of
the podium, the arena and the underground pas-
sages are practically intact. This architectural and
artistic creation built around 238 CE, constitutes
an important milestone in the comprehension of

the history of Roman Africa. The Amphitheatre of
El Jem also bears witness to the prosperity of the
small city of Thysdrus (current El Jem) at the time
of the Roman Empire.

Authenticity

Restoration work carried out over time has not
affected the essential functional and structural
authenticity of the property. The authenticity of
the setting is however threatened by the appear-
ance of new constructions around the amphithe-
atre.

The management of this property is assured
by a mixed unit for conservation, restoration and
presentation of the Amphitheatre of El Jem; it is
composed of the National Heritage Institute, re-
sponsible scientific and technical body, and the
Agency for the Presentation of Heritage and Cul-
tural Promotion, responsible for the commercial
exploitation of cultural heritage and its presenta-
tion. The creation of a buffer zone to protect the
property against continuing urban development
that might have an impact on its setting, and the
establishment of an appropriate regulation to
preserve the authenticity of its surroundings, are
being studied.

(Source: UNESCO)

Drainage system planned to protect
Naqsh-e Rostam from landsllde

TEHRAN - On Wednesday, the
tourism chief of Fars province
stated that excavations are on-
going at Nagsh-e Rostam to ad-
dress the issues of landslide and
subsidence, adding that the site’s
drainage system will be put out
to tender.

In an interview with ISNA, Mo-
hammad Sabet Eqlidi explained
that they are currently conduct-
ing excavations at Nagsh-e Ros-
tam to eventually resolve the
problems of landslides and sub-
sidence, particularly during rainy
periods.

Sabet Eqlidi emphasized that
they will tender construction of
a drainage system for Nagsh-e
Rostam to ensure that rainwater
does not seep under the paths
of the site, thereby preventing
landslides and subsidence in the
future.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
official pointed to the UNES-
CO-registered Persepolis, anoth-
er Achaemenid-era gem which is
situated near Nagsh-e Rostam.
He mentioned that several plans
have been drafted for the Perse-
polis complex as well.

“These plans will touch upon
the Southern Barzan, the en-
trance road, the pathway lighting
system, and the expansion of the
Persepolis Museum.”

The official continued, stating
that one of the major develop-
ments at the Persepolis complex
is the relocation of its adminis-
trative system outside the site.
“Estimates have been made for
this move, which will ultimate-
ly lead to the expansion of the
Persepolis Museum and the cre-

ation of a professional museum
at the site,” he explained.

Earlier this month, the head
of the Hydrogeology Depart-
ment at the Geological Survey
and Mineral Exploration of Iran
raised concerns about the dual
threats facing the prehistorical
Achaemenid structures located
in the Marvdasht plain, including
Persepolis and Nagsh-e Rostam.
Iman Entezam-Soltani said the
plain has experienced signifi-
cant land subsidence over the
past two years, amounting to 21
centimeters, and is also subject
to deep geological fissures that
pose a risk to these historically
significant sites.

He further explained that while
the core infrastructure of Achae-
menid monuments rests on solid
bedrock and is thus not direct-
ly impacted by soil subsidence,
those parts situated on earthen
foundations are increasingly vul-
nerable due to soil subsidence
and the resulting fissures.

The Marvdasht plain has expe-
rienced noticeable subsidence,

particularly in its central areas
where [Achaemenid] structures
are primarily located, he said.
“This phenomenon tends to
decrease in areas close to the
mountainous regions.”

The expert underlined that
cracks form at the intersection
of bedrock and soil, posing a
particular risk to the structural
integrity of sites like Persepolis
and Nagsh-e Rostam.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
expert emphasized the role of
agricultural practices in exacer-
bating subsidence issues, partic-
ularly in plains where groundwa-
ter is extracted for irrigation due
to the absence of nearby rivers.
“The over-extraction of ground-
water in restricted plains, where
drilling new wells is prohibited
due to the decline in groundwa-
ter levels, further aggravates the
situation”

In discussing  potential
countermeasures, Entezam-Sol-
tani mentioned  short-term
engineering solutions such as
injecting cement into fissures

or diverting water from these
areas, though these are merely
temporary fixes.

He stressed the importance of
achieving a water balance in the
Marvdasht plain to prevent fur-
ther subsidence by ensuring that
water extraction does not exceed
natural replenishment rates.

Nagsh-e Rostam, which liter-
ally means “Picture of Rostam”,
is named after a mythical Iranian
hero which is most celebrated in
Shahnameh and Persian mythol-
ogy. The necropolis embraces
four tombs where Persian Ach-
aemenid kings are laid to rest,
believed to be those of Darius Il
Artaxerxes |, Darius |, and Xerx-
es | (from left to right facing the
cliff), although some historians
are still debating this.

Beneath the funerary cham-
bers are dotted with seven Sas-
sanian era (224-651) bas-reliefs
cut into the cliff depict vivid
scenes of imperial conquests and
royal ceremonies; signboards
below each relief give a detailed
description in English.

At the foot of Nagsh-e Rostam,
in the direction of the cliff face,
stands a square building known
as Ka'beh-ye Zartusht, meaning
Kaaba of Zoroaster. The building,
which is roughly 12 meters high
and 7 meters square, was prob-
ably constructed in the first half
of the 6th century BC, although
it bears a variety of inscriptions
from later periods.

The plain of Marvdasht lies
to the northeast of Shiraz. It
stretches for some 40 km from
north to south, and 30 km from
west to east.

Exhibit of Eugene Flandin’s depictions arranged for

TEHRAN - To mark World Mosque Day, the
iconic book “Voyage en Perse” by Eugene
Flandin, which is housed at the Koushk-e Ah-
mad Shahi Museum, is being introduced and
showcased in a virtual exhibition.

This significant work by the French glo-
betrotter and artist features a collection of
sketches and commentary on Iran’s historical
monuments and mosques.

The book “Voyage en Perse” is currently
preserved in the Koushk-e Ahmad Shahi Mu-
seum’s archives in northern Tehran, CHTN re-
ported on Wednesday.

“The book, of which 600 copies were print-
ed, includes the present copy numbered 82.

World Mosque Day

In honor of World Mosque Day, selected im-
ages of mosques from this book are being
displayed virtually,” the organizers said.

World Mosque Day is observed annually on
August 21, corresponding to the 31st of Mor-

dad in the Iranian calendar.

Flandin (1809-1889) was a French archi-
tect, painter, illustrator, and politician. In
1840, during the reign of Mohammad Shah
Qajar, Flandin traveled to Iran accompanied
by architect Pascal Coste. This journey was
commissioned by the French Academy of Fine
Arts to document and illustrate Iran’s ancient
sites, significant places, and statues.

The exhibition will be offering a unique
opportunity to explore Flandin’s detailed de-
pictions of Iranian mosques, shedding light
on the architectural and cultural heritage of
the country as seen through the eyes of a
19th-century French artist.

9,000-year-old skull returns home after 80 years

TEHRAN - Lorestan’s tour-
ism chief has announced that
a 9,000-year-old skull portion,
along with 77 other ancient ar-
tifacts, have been returned to
the western province for a loan
exhibition after being housed at
the National Museum of Iran for
decades.

In an interview with ISNA, Atta
Hassanpour stated that under
the directive of the Minister of
Cultural Heritage and with the
cooperation of the ministry’s Di-
rector General of Museums and
the head of the National Museum
of Iran, these 78 ancient artifacts
have been sent to Lorestan.

They will be showcased at the

archaeology museum of Falak-
ol-Aflak Fortress, a historic site
in Khorramabad, the capital of
Lorestan province.

“Among these artifacts is a
human skull, dating back 9,000
years to the Neolithic period,
which was originally unearthed
from the Abdu’l Hossein Tepe site
in Delfan”

Other notable items include
stone objects from the Homian
and Mir Malas shelters in Kuh-
dasht, as well as from the Yafteh,
Qomri, and Konji caves in the re-
gion.

Hassanpour explained that
these objects were excavated by

foreign archaeological teams in
the 1960s. Their return to Lor-
estan is part of a cultural initia-
tive tied to a UNESCO evaluation
[of the fortress and its cultural
landscape] scheduled for this
September, which is related to
the prehistoric caves in the Khor-
ramabad Valley.

He also mentioned that the ex-
hibition will feature prehistoric
animal remains, which will go on
show before the UNESCO evalua-
tion takes place.

The loan exhibition is expected
to be highly welcomed by local
cultural heritage enthusiasts
as it reconnects these ancient
treasures with their place of or-

igin and offers the public a rare
glimpse into Lorestan’s rich pre-
historic past.

Falak-ol-Aflak is an unmissa-
ble eight-towered fortress that
dominates Khorramabad’s sky-
line. It seems particularly impos-
ing and dramatic when floodlit at
night, offering picturesque views
of its encircling crenelated bat-
tlements.

Some experts believe that
Falak-ol-Aflak is comparable
with similar works in Nagsh-e
Rostam, Nagsh-e Rajab, Tape
Chugan, and Firuzabad in Fars
province.

Rare Stone Age artlfacts unearthed in Russia

TEHRAN - A team of Russian archaeolo-
gists has recently discovered unique Stone
Age artifacts along the Serteyka River valley
in the Smolensk Region.

The North-West Archaeological Expedition
of the State Hermitage Museum has suc-
cessfully excavated ancient Stone Age settle-
ments unearthing valuable bone and amber
jewelry, tvbrics.com reported.

Among the season’s most remarkable
finds are a pendant made from a boar’s tusk
and a male breast ornament, both discovered
in the cultural layer of the Serteya Il settle-
ment, which dates back to 5,000-4,000 BC.

Additionally, an anthropomorphic figure

The expedition was carried out by speC/al—
ists from the State Hermitage Museum in
the Smolensk Region.

made of flint was found—an unprecedented

discovery in this region.

Scientists are now tasked with determin-
ing the purpose of this figurine: whether it
was used as a pendant, amulet, or had anoth-
er function. Some experts speculate that the
piece might have been unfinished, indicating
local production of such artifacts.

According to Andrey Mazurkevich, the head
of the expedition, these new findings offer
intriguing insights into the trade relations of
the local population and the cultural influ-
ences of the steppe and forest-steppe cul-
tures of Eastern Europe.

The researchers also noted that with the
arrival of these cultures came advancements
in material culture, including pottery and
products made from bone and horn.



German, Austrian scientists share

From page 1 » The center is
also one of the most important
and active research centers in
Reproductive Biomedicine and
Stem Cell Technology in West
Asia. Kazemi and his colleagues
at the Royan Institute for Stem
Cell Biology and Technology
achieved a breakthrough in 2003
by establishing the first human
embryonic stem cell line in the
region.

In 2010, the first Kazemi Prize
was awarded to Professor Rudolf
Jaenisch, one of the most innova-
tive and creative scientists in the
field of developmental biology,
gene regulation, stem cell biolo-
gy, and stem cell therapies.

In 2011, the second Kazemi
Prize was awarded to Prof. Hans
Robert Scholer a world-re-
nowned researcher who has
made significant contributions
to the field of stem cell biology
over the past 40 years.

The third Kazemi Prize was
awarded to Prof. Robert S.
Langer, one of the most import-
ant individuals in biotechnology
in the world and one of the best
innovators worldwide.

In 2016, the fourth Kazemi
Prize was awarded to Professor
Hans Clevers, a geneticist, phy-
sician, medical researcher, and
professor in molecular genetics
who was the first to identify stem
cells in the intestine and one of
the world’s leading researchers

on stem cells and their potential
for regenerative therapy.

In 2018 the fifth Kazemi Prize
was awarded to Professor Mi-
chele De Luca; the full profes-
sor of biochemistry, the director
of the Centre for Regenerative
Medicine at the University of
Modena and Reggio Emilia, and
the scientific director of Holos-
tem Terapie Avanzate Sur.l.

He has reported lifesaving re-
generation of the entire human
epidermis of a Junctional EB pa-
tient by means of transgenic epi-
dermal stem cells.

Professor Braun is the director
of the Max Planck Institute for
Heart and Lung Research.

He holds a PhD in Cellular Bio-
chemistry. He became a full pro-
fessor at the University of Hal-

le-Wittenberg.

From 1998 to 2000, he was di-
rector of the physiology depart-
ment.

In 2004, he was elected as di-
rector of the Max Planck Institute
for Heart and Lung Research,
Bad Nauheim, Department.

His current focus is on molec-
ular research of cardiac and skel-
etal muscle development, stem
cells, and development of con-
tractile tissue, as well as aging
and adaptation of the cardiovas-
cular system. His research group
uses a wide range of advanced
technologies to pursue research
goals.

Professor Braun is also a lec-
turer at the International Max
Planck Institute for Heart and
Lung Research, jointly hosted
by the Max Planck Institute and

the Universities of Giessen and
Frankfurt.

He has published over 200
papers in leading international
journals.

Nicolas Rivron is a principal
investigator at the Institute of
Molecular Biotechnology, Austri-
an Academy of Science in Austria.

Stem cell-based embryo mod-
els have emerged as powerful
scientific and ethical alterna-
tives to the use of embryos in
research.

Rivron led the development of
the first complete embryo mod-
el. It reflects the blastocyst in
mice (2018, Nature) and humans
(2021, Nature) and is named
blastoid. Blastoids are unique in
two respects: they are complete,
and they represent the pre-im-
plantation stage thereby en-
abling implantation in utero and
ultimately the study of all subse-
quent stages (e.g. gastrulation,
organogenesis).

Rivron is co-founder of dawn-
bio, a biotech company that
leverages blastoids for human
reproductive medicine.

He is contributing to drawing a
roadmap for the gradual, justifi-
able use of embryo models, and
for the dissemination of a sensi-
ble, accurate picture of contem-
porary human embryology that
aims to maximize public support
and societal benefit.

Iran, Iraq underscore enhancement of academic ties

TEHRAN -In a meeting held on Wednesday
in Irag, officials from Iran and Iraq highlighted
the need to expand educational and research
collaborations between the two countries.

During the meeting, the head of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution’s office for universities,
Mostafa Rostami, and Iragi Minister of High-
er Education and Scientific Research, Naeem
Al-Aboudi, explored potential ways to foster
scientific cooperation between Iranian and
Iragi universities, IRNA reported.

Stressing the significance of enhancing co-
operation in higher education, Al-Aboudi ex-
pressed Iraq’s interest in utilizing Iran’s edu-
cational expertise and experiences to improve
its educational system.

Rostami, for his part, underscored the cen-
tral role of universities in strengthening cul-
tural and scientific relations between the two
nations.

The official voiced Iran’s readiness to share
its knowledge and experiences with Irag. Ros-
tami went on to suggest conducting shared
short-term research and educational courses
for both students and professors. He further
called for increasing the exchange of students
and professors.

The officials also discussed ways to solve
Iragi students’ problems in Iran and improve
their learning conditions.

Iran, Iraq seek to boost educational coop-
eration

In June, an Iragi delegation headed by
Al-Aboudi met Mohammad-Ali Zolfigol, Min-
ister of Science, Research, and Technology, in

‘Organ donation rate
grows 60-fold in 18 years’

Tehran to discuss the potential for enhancing
educational cooperation.

Over the past three years, scientific and
academic cooperation between Iran and Iraq
has been promoted, leading to the signing of
important memorandums of understanding,
IRNA quoted Al-Aboudi as saying.

The Iragi official considered the education
of 100,000 Iragi students in Iran as a great
opportunity to promote cultural cooperation.

This substantial student population can
play a significant role in teaching and learn-
ing respective languages and developing lan-
guage exchanges, the Iraqi official added.

“Since 2003, education in Irag has been
free for students from Islamic and neighbor-
ing countries, and we are willing to grant one
hundred scholarships to Iranian students,’
Al-Aboudi stressed.

Zolfigol, for his part, proposed cooperation
in the fields of oil and gas research, climate,
and environment.

The official also suggested the establish-
ment of a university and a joint research
center; the establishment of a science and
technology park in Iraq; and the teaching of
Persian and Arabic languages to increase cul-
tural communication.

Iran is also ready to accept interested Iraqi
professors to complete their studies in Iran
and benefit from study opportunities in the
country.

Moreover, the Islamic World Science Citation
Center in Shiraz can advise Irag on interna-
tional indexing of scientific and research jour-

ENGLISH IN USE

Organ donation rate has increased by 60 times over the past 18

years, though the growth is not considerable compared to the global
scale, head of the transplantation and treatment of diseases depart-
ment at the Ministry of Health has announced.

Some countries including China have grown 122-fold in terms of
organ donation over the past 10 years, ISNA quoted Mehdi Shadnoush

as saying on Monday.

Although, Iran ranks 26 in organ donation in the world, it can claim
better ranks given some plans being implemented in this regard, he
highlighted, adding, we will achieve better results certainly by the
next year (March 2019-March 2020), as many barriers have been re-

moved last year.

nals, Zolfigol noted.

Al-Aboudiwelcomed the proposalto set upa
science and technology park in Iraq and devel-
op scientific cooperation based on the needs
of the two countries saying “We are ready to
hear Iran’s proposals to promote scientific co-
operation between the two countries.”

Irag welcomes Iranian universities

branches

On June 8, Al-Aboudi welcomed Iranian uni-
versities to open branches in Iraqg.

“We are interested in boosting collabora-
tions in areas such as artificial intelligence
and nanotechnology. We also support sister-
hood agreements between universities of the
two countries,” Al-Aboudi said.

The official made the remarks in a meeting
with the head of Iran’s Islamic Culture and Re-
lations Organization (ICRO), Mohammad-Me-
hdi Imanipour.

Al-Aboudi also expressed willingness to ad-
mit Iranian students to Iragi universities, IRNA
reported.

Imanipour, for his part, highlighted the sig-
nificance of enhancing educational ties and
conducting joint scientific research calling it
essential for making a shared future.

Supporting knowledge-based centers is
one of the ways to develop science and tech-
nology in Irag, he stressed.

The official went on to suggest boosting co-
operation between the Iragi Ministry of Higher
Education and the Iranian Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology.
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Straight Truth

Iran’s healthcare services to refugees are
praiseworthy: UNHCR official

TEHRAN - Inna Gladkova, the officer in
charge of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Iran, has laud-
ed the healthcare services provided to autho-
rized refugees throughout the country.

Iran is one of the major refugee-hosting
countries, she highlighted while distributing
medical supplies provided by international or-
ganizations to the health ministry.

Over forty years of cooperation between
Iran and the UNHCR has resulted in conduct-
ing fruitful large-scale projects, Gladkova
stressed.

Medical supplies are procured based on
the needs of the host country and the refu-
gees’ needs. Lauding taken measures by Iran
to eradicate hepatitis C, she said that these
medical items will be of great help in managing
communicable diseases.

“Donated supplies have been distributed
with precision in healthcare centers nation-
wide to be used by both host country and refu-
gees. We hope enhancement of cooperation in
providing humanitarian aid further boost Iran’s
hospitality,” she stated.

Over forty years of
cooperation between
Iran and the UNHCR
has resulted in fruitful
large-scale projects.

According to UNHCR, Iran hosts an esti-
mated 3.8 million Afghan refugees and those
in refugee-like situations who have access to
national services under Iran’s inclusive policies.

Iran’s support for refugees

Iran’s support for refugees is demonstrated
through its inclusive policies, which encompass
protection, assistance, education, and health-
care, inspiring the global community and posi-
tively impacting the lives of refugees.

As the second-largest refugee-hosting
country, Iran is currently host to one of the
largest and most protracted refugee popula-
tions in the world, the majority of whom are
Afghan refugees.

The country is home to over 800,000 regis-
tered refugees and some 2.6 million undocu-
mented Afghans.

Currently, more than 500,000 Afghan chil-
dren - including undocumented Afghans and
those who have newly arrived in Iran follow-
ing the Taliban takeover - are benefitting from
Iran’s inclusive education policies, one of the
most progressive in the world.

In total, Iran hosts some 4.5 million Afghans
of varying status - including resident permit
holders, undocumented Afghans, and family

passport holders - many of whom have been in
the country for an extended period and require
support to strengthen their resilience.

Iran’s generous and exceptional services for
refugees despite unfair economic sanctions
have exceeded expectations and international
responsibilities.

The government of Iran has made a very
generous effort to provide services to millions
of refugees and foreign nationals despite diffi-
cult living conditions and oppressive economic
sanctions imposed on the country.

Free health insurance for certain refugees

In February, the managing director of the
Iran Health Insurance Organization said about
200,000 foreign nationals in the country have
been provided with free health insurance with
the financial support of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees.

Foreign nationals who are considered finan-
cially struggling can benefit from free health
insurance services, Mehr news agency quoted
Mohammad-Mehdi Nasehi as saying.

Stating that the number of refugees in the
country is far more than the number of peo-
ple who have been covered by free insurance,
Nasehi added that legal refugees can enjoy
insurance services by paying their insurance
premiums.

In November 2023, Jamshid Shayanfar, an of-
ficial with the Health Insurance Organization
of Iran said some 95,000 foreign nationals who
hold legal residence permits and are suffering
from hard-to-cure diseases receive free health
insurance annually.

Their insurance contract will be renewed ev-
ery year in the month of Esfand - the last Ira-
nian calendar month ending on March 19, Fars
quoted Shayanfar as saying.

He added, “The insurance premiums for
these people are covered by the High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, and the insurance premi-
ums for about 60,000 citizens are paid to the
health insurance organization based on the
government budget””

Shayanfar went on to say that around
800,000 non-vulnerable nationals also have
to pay their own insurance premiums; once
they pay the insurance premium, they will enjoy
health insurance services for a year.

Some 12,000 non-vulnerable nationals have

already been covered by health insurance, he
concluded.

Over half of schools built by benefactors

TEHRAN - By financing 120 trillion rials (about
$200 million), school-building benefactors have
contributed to the construction of 53 percent
of the schools in the current Iranian year, which
started on March 20.

In 1998, the Association of School-Building
Donors was established, with donors allot-
ting 170 billion rials (around $284,000), IRNA
quoted Mohammad Reza Jafari, the CEO of the
School-Building Donors Association, as saying,

In the last few years, benefactors’ contribu-
tions have tripled. They have undertaken the
construction of more than half of the schools,
the official added.

There are a total of 400 benefactors, both
inside and outside of the country, involved in
school building. They also work to improve the
quality of education in schools, he further noted.

Benefactors’ share increased by 300%

On July 2, the former Education Minister Re-
za-Morad Sahraei said over the past three years,
the share of benefactors in building schools has
increased by 300 percent.

If the same trend continues, constructing
schools in areas where the per capita educa-
tional space is lower than the national standard,
i.e., 5.30 square meters, will naturally become a
priority, he said.

Over the past three years, more than 7,000
schools with 32,000 classrooms were built in

underprivileged areas, the official stressed.

The fact that 64 percent of schools are con-
structed in rural areas and underprivileged
communities highlights efforts to expand edu-
cational equity and opportunities, Sahraei fur-
ther noted.

Semi-finished projects

Asum of 60 trillion rials (around $100 million)
has been allocated to completing semi-finished
educational projects by the end of the current
Iranian year (March 20, 2025), an official with
the Ministry of Education has said.

During the late President Ebrahim Raisi’s
administration, 33,000 classrooms were built
and retrofitted with benefactors contributing
to half of the funding, IRNA quoted Hamid-Reza
Khanmohammadi as saying.

Referring to the construction of schools for
refugees, the official said 111 schools have been
built by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees in the past 10 years.

Highlighting that 600,000 foreign students
are currently utilizing the educational capaci-
ties of Iran’s schools, Khanmohammadi said 22
schools are currently being constructed, and 6
projects are proposed in challenging locations,
which are under review.

The Office of the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees should help construct
up to 50 schools per year, he stressed.



Tehrantimes79

www.tehrantimes.com

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati
Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895
Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000
Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807
Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603
Printed at: Jame Jam Bartar Borna - 44197737

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran  P.o. Box: 14155-4843  Zip Code: 1599814713

AUGUST 22, 2024

GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A person who analyzes himself receives a benefit, and he who
neglects it, is a loser. He who learns a lesson from others, finds
insight, and with such insight comes understanding and avoiding
ignorance, and he who understands, will be well aware.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:09

Evening: 19:14 Dawn: 3:51 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:23 (tomorrow)

Media forum in Astrakhan becomes platform
for intercultural dialogue in Caspian Region

The theme “The Dialogue of Cultures as the
Basis for Caspian Development” became the
main topic at the IX Caspian Media Forum held in
Astrakhan, Russia.

According to TV BRICS, the international media
partner of the event, more than 100 statesmen,
journalists, and representatives of the expert
community from different countries discussed
how cooperation in the field of culture can
contribute to the development of the Caspian
region at the event, held from August 16 to 17.

Over the years, the forum has evolved from
a platform for cooperation between regional
journalists to a major international event.
This was stated by Pavel Pautov, head of
Administration of the Governor of the Astrakhan
Region.

“Last year, the central theme was the sphere
of tourism; now it is culture. We attract the
journalistic community to discuss specific issues
of the region’s development. We hold this event
in order to create a common agenda for the
dialogue among the five Caspian countries,” he
said.

Mikhail Petrakov, ambassador-at-Large of the
Russian Foreign Ministry and head of the Russian
delegation to the Multilateral Negotiations,
believes that mechanisms of intercultural
dialogue are indispensable in international
relations.

“These tools allow us to understand the
interests of our partners and treat them with
respect. Accordingly, if we have established
intercultural dialogue, mutual understanding,
and trust, we will aim for success in all other
spheres,” the diplomat noted.

In an exclusive commentary for TV BRICS, Lana
Ravandi-Fadai, an Iran specialist at the Institute
of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, stressed that effective interstate ties
are impossible without cultural dialogue.

“One can build diplomatic relations for

centuries, but at the same time not know the
mentality and culture of partners. When relations
between different countries develop, such
ignorance often pushes the parties away from
each other;” the expert explained.

I[ran’s Ambassador to Russia, Kazem Jalali,
spoke at the plenary session “The Dialogue
of Cultures as the Basis for the Caspian
Development”.

“For us, the Caspian Sea is a space of friendship
and peace. Good-unneighborly relations should
be based on the cultures of ancient civilizations.
Thus, the role of cultural figures and media plays
a key role, so this forum is of great importance,”
the ambassador said.

In addition, the Iranian consulate general in
Astrakhan emphasised the role of the Caspian
region in Tehran’s foreign policy.

“Iran’s Foreign Ministry has a department
for the development of the Caspian region. This
explains our interest in the media forum, in
which our delegation takes part every year,” the
diplomat said.

Media interaction between the countries was
also one of the key topics of the forum. This issue
was discussed at the thematic sessions devoted
totherole of mediaand information technologies.
The parties proposed to create an international
media platform, “Caspian Today,” which will
broadcast in Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Russian,
Turkmen, and Farsi, the official languages of the
Caspian region countries, as well as in English.
Pavel Pautov, head of the Administration of the
Governor of Astrakhan Region, suggested that
the headquarters of the new media center should
be located in the capital of the region.

The Caspian Media Forum has been organized
since 2014. In addition to the main events, plenary
sessions, and discussion sessions, the program
of this ninth forum also included a master class
for investigative journalists and awarding the
winners of the Caspian Without Borders contest.

Cartoon of Day

Israel refuses to negotiate
Cartoonist: Mikail Ciftci from Turkey

Iran art community loses
two artists

TEHRAN-Two veteran Iranian
artists, painter Sirak Melkonian
and actor Houshang Harirchian,
passed away earlier this week.

Melkonian, an Iranian-
Armenian painter and one of
the founders of the modern art
movement in the country passed
away on Saturday in Toronto,
Canada at 93.

And Harirchian, a veteran actor
of Iranian cinema and television
died just nine days after
celebrating his 92nd birthday,
Honaronline reported.

Born in Tehran, Melkonian
met Marcos Grigorian after
graduating from high school
and learned modern European
art and the art of the world from
him. Melkonian’s early works
had a figurative and realistic
approach.

In 1957, he won the
Contemporary Iranian Artists
Award at the Iran-America
Society and in 1958 he won the
Imperial Court Prize, Tehran
Biennial. Grigorian encouraged
him to move to Italy to study art
at the Accademia di Belle Arti di
Roma.

He quit studying there
and continued learning art
experimentally. He participated
in the Venice Biennale and soon
afterward won the Paris Biennale
prize.

In the early 1960’s Melkonian
began focusing more specifically
towards abstraction in his work,
and became a leading figure
in the Iranian art scene, due
to his successes at home and
internationally.

Melkonian founded the Azad
Art Group in the early 1970’s,

Houshang Harirchian

Sirak Melkonian

with some other important
artists living and working in Iran
at the time.

They were introduced formally

Melkonian exhibited
his work in over
140 exhibitions

worldwide, from

Tehran to New York.

at the Tehran International
Art Fair in 1974, pushing the
boundaries and understanding
of conceptual art and installation
works in Iran.

Limited color pallets and the
emphasis on line and form in
Melkonian’s works have always

been more important than the
subject.

The figurative language of his
works has found an expressionist
and then abstract side over time.
Melkonian’s mastery of visual
qualities of line and color has
created a perfect cohesion and
balance that may be considered
the closest common feature of
his works with pristine nature.

Melkonian exhibited his work in
over 140 exhibitions worldwide,
from Tehran to Paris, New York
to Yerevan.

His works can be found
in major public and private
international collections; such as
the Niavaran Palace, TMoCA, and
LACMA.

Born in Isfahan, Harirchian’s
career began in 1947 on the
theater stages. His talent
quickly earned him a place in

the Sepahan Theater in 1953,
and by 1959, he had established
himself as a prominent figure at
Isfahan Radio, where he worked
as an actor, announcer, producer,
reporter, director, and host of
various programs.

In 1969, he made his television
debut with the show “The
Photographer”. His cinematic
debut was in Ali Hatami’s “Jafar
Khan”.

Over the next six decades,
Harirchian starred in films such
as “Jafar Khan Returns from
Abroad,” “The Wind Carpet,” “A
Little Kiss,” “The Rules of the
Game,” and “Two Sisters”.

However, Harirchian is best
known for his memorable
comedic roles in popular series
such as “Pejman,” “Medical
Building,” and “The Chef”.

“Clue” on stage at Divar Art Home

Sandy Rustin’s

TEHRAN-The play “Clue” by Sandy Rustin
and directed by Sepehr Javidian is on stage at
Divar Art Home in Tehran.

The play has Fatemeh Akbarpur, Golnoush
Imani, Yashar Boroumand, Erfan Ranjbar, and

Behrouz Lesani in the cast among others.

“Clue” is a murder-mystery farce adapted
from the 1985 film “Clue,” itself based on the
namesake popular board game. Sandy Rustin
adapted Jonathan Lynn’s screenplay for the
stage, with additional material by Hunter
Foster and Eric Price.

The tale begins at a remote mansion,
where six mysterious guests assemble for
an unusual dinner party where murder and
blackmail are on the menu.

When their host turns up dead, they all
become suspects. Led by Wadsworth - the
butler - Miss Scarlett, Professor Plum, Mrs.
White, Mr. Green, Mrs. Peacock and Colonel
Mustard race to find the killer as the body

count stacks up.

“Clue” is the comedy whodunit that will
leave both cult-fans and newcomers in
stitches as they try to figure out who did it,
where, and with what!

Sandy Rustin is a Broadway playwright
and actress. One of the most produced
playwrights in America, Sandy penned
the adaptation of the cult-hit film, “Clue”
which has enjoyed over 3,500 productions
worldwide. The NY TIMES called it “a welcome
throwback to an era of physical comedy!”

The play will be performed until Friday at

Divar Art Home, which is located at No. 72,
Sepand St., Nejatollahi St.

Jonathan Haidt’s “The Anxious Generation”
published in Persian

TEHRAN-The Persian
translation of the book “The
Anxious Generation” written by
Jonathan Haidt has been released
in the Iranian book market.

Ali Salami has translated the
book and Mahkameh Publishing
House has published it in 390
pages, Mehr reported.

After more than a decade of
stability or improvement, the
mental health of adolescents
plunged in the early 2010s. Rates
of depression, anxiety, self-
harm, and suicide rose sharply,
more than doubling on many
measures. Why?

In “The Anxious Generation,’
American social psychologist
Jonathan Haidt lays out the
facts about the epidemic of teen
mental illness that hit many
countries at the same time. He
then investigates the nature of
childhood, including why children
need play and independent
exploration to mature into
competent, thriving adults.

Haidt shows how the “play-
based childhood” began to
decline in the 1980s, and how
it was finally wiped out by the
arrival of the “phone-based
childhood” in the early 2010s.
He presents more than a dozen
mechanisms by which this

“great rewiring of childhood” has
interfered with children’s social
and neurological development,
covering  everything  from
sleep deprivation to attention

fragmentation, addiction,
loneliness, social contagion,
social comparison, and

perfectionism. He explains why
social media damages girls more
than boys and why boys have
been withdrawing from the real
world into the virtual world, with
disastrous consequences for
themselves, their families, and
their societies.

Most important, Haidt issues a
clear call to action. He diagnoses
the “collective action problems”
that trap us, and then proposes
four simple rules that might set
us free. He describes steps that
parents, teachers, schools, tech
companies, and governments
can take to end the epidemic
of mental illness and restore a
more humane childhood.

Haidt has spent his career
speaking truth backed by data in
the most difficult landscapes—
communities polarized by politics
and religion, campuses battling
culture wars, and now the public
health emergency faced by Gen
Z. We cannot afford to ignore his
findings about protecting our

children—and ourselves—from
the psychological damage of a
phone-based life.

Jonathan Haidt, 60, is the
Thomas Cooley Professor of
Ethical Leadership at New York
University’s Stern  School of
Business. He received his Ph.D.
in social psychology from the
University of Pennsylvania in
1992 and then did post-doctoral
research at the University of
Chicago and in Orissa, India.
He taught at the University
of Virginia for 16 years before
moving to NYU-Stern in 2011
He was named one of the “top
global thinkers” by Foreign Policy
magazine, and one of the “top
world thinkers” by Prospect

magazine.
His research focuses on
morality - its emotional

foundations, cultural variations,
and developmental course.
He began his career studying
the negative moral emotions,
such as disgust, shame, and
vengeance, but then moved on to
the understudied positive moral
emotions, such as admiration,
awe, and moral elevation.

He is the co-developer of
Moral Foundations theory, and
of the research site YourMorals.
org. He is a co-founder of
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HeterodoxAcademy.org,  which
advocates for viewpoint
diversity in higher education.
He uses his research to help
people understand and respect
the moral motives of their
enemies. He is the author of
“The Happiness Hypothesis:
Finding Modern Truth in Ancient
Wisdom,” “The Righteous Mind:
Why Good People are Divided by
Politics and Religion,” and (with
Greg Lukianoff) “The Coddling
of the American Mind: How
good intentions and bad ideas
are setting a generation up for
failure”.
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