
Roosevelt Street 
Station: revisiting 
‘Hostage Crisis’ 
through Iran’s 
perspective 

By Mohammad Mahboubi

TEHRAN – One of the most controversial 
episodes in Iran-U.S. relations is the takeover 
and detention of American Embassy staff in 
Tehran in November 1979. 

Known in Western discourse as the “Iran 
Hostage Crisis,” it is commonly referred to 
in Iran as the “Seizure of the U.S. Espionage 
Den.” This incident was so polarizing that de-
bate and analysis continue in academic and 
political circles even today, with some West-
ern international relations experts linking 
the current state of U.S.-Iran relations di-
rectly back to it.  Page 3

Why Netanyahu’s 
desperation for war 
with Iran could backfire

By Hossein Khanbagi

TEHRAN – Since October 7th, the Isra-
el-Iran conflict has been teetering on the 
edge of escalation. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s strategy seems in-
creasingly desperate, as he pushes the re-
gion toward what could become a full-scale 
conflagration in West Asia.  

The consequences of such a conflict could 
not only harm Israel’s security, but also rip-
ple across the globe, affecting energy mar-
kets, global security, and the very fabric of 
the international order.  Page 2

Iran can hit Israel 
with dozens more 
operations, warns DM 

TEHRAN – The Iranian Defense Minister 
has said Israel’s Saturday attack against Iran 
did not diminish the country’s military ca-
pabilities, adding that Tehran can repeat its 
April and October operations against the re-
gime over and over again. 

“Iran can launch dozens of retaliatory op-
erations like Operation True Promise,” Brig-
adier General Aziz Nasirzadeh told reporters 
on Wednesday. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Nasirzadeh 
roundly refuted rumors that Israel had man-
aged to enter Iran’s airspace. He also dis-
missed reports claiming that a military site 
in Iran’s northern city of Shahrud was dam-
aged by Israeli missiles fired from a northern 
neighbor’s territory. 

“The enemy tried to damage our offensive 
and defensive system but did not achieve 
much success because we had passive de-
fense measures in place [in advance],” he 
added.  Page 2

Iran condemns 
Israeli obstruction 
of UNRWA aid to 
Palestinian refugees 

TEHRAN – The Iranian ambassador to the 
United Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani, has con-
demned Israel’s recent actions aimed at hin-
dering the operations of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Pales-
tine refugees in the occupied territories. 

Addressing the UN Security Council on 
Tuesday, Iravani described UNRWA as the 
“foundation for all humanitarian efforts in 
Gaza,” a region he described as facing “an un-
yielding wave of destruction and hardship” 
due to Israeli actions. 

UNRWA, established in 1949, provides 
essential services to Palestinian refugees, 
including education, healthcare, and social 
services. The agency operates primarily in 
the occupied Palestinian territories, Leb-
anon, Jordan, and Syria, with a significant 
presence in Gaza.  Page 3

Leader’s commentary 
praises Roosevelt Street 
Station book as ‘accurate 
account of history’

TEHRAN – The Leader of Islamic 
Revolution has written a commentary 
on the book “Roosevelt Street Station: A 
Documentative Narrative of Seizing U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran”, commending the 
author’s efforts and emphasizing the 
importance of accurately recounting history, 
especially regarding pivotal events during 
the Islamic Revolution. 

The text of the Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei’s commentary is as follows:

“In the Name of God, the Compassionate, 
the Merciful,  

This book provides a solid and valuable 
report on a crucial incident in the history of 
the Revolution: the takeover of the U.S. Den of 
Espionage in 1979.  This work fills a significant 
media and propaganda gap.  Page 3

VP attending Family, 
Contemporary Megatrends 
conference in Doha

TEHRAN –Zahra Behrouz-Azar, the Vice 
President for Women and Family Affairs, 
is participating in a global conference on 
‘Family and Contemporary Megatrends’, 
commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the 
International Year of the Family (IYF).

Organized by Doha International Family 
Institute, the conference is being held on 
October 30-31 in Doha, Qatar, IRNA reported.

It has brought together many policymakers, 
experts, and thought leaders to explore 
megatrends including demographic Change, 
migration, urbanization, technological 
advancement, and climate change that are 
affecting the family. 

The conference will also discuss family-
friendly policies, best practices, and strategic 
partnerships to promote family welfare and 
social development.  Page 7
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Gazan civilians are 
shockingly helpless

By Matin Jamshidi

TEHRAN - The sufferings of Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza are heartrending. It seems 
the world is largely ignoring the tragedy the 
Gazans are facing. The civilians are being 
butchered in Gaza like the chickens in a 
slaughterhouse.

The silence of the world in the face of 
the horrific crimes against Gazans and 
the intimidation and humiliation of the 
Palestinians in the West Bank is disgraceful.

Like all other people around the world, the 
Gazans are human beings. Probably their only 
sin is that they are being born in their native 
land. 

What happened to civilians in Beit Lahiya on 
Oct. 29 is just one example of more than 
a year of indiscriminate killings, collective 
punishment, displacement, horror, starvation, 
grief, mourning, etc.

Naim Qassem is known 
for his encyclopedic 
knowledge

By Sondoss Al Asaad 

BEIRUT - Hezbollah’s Shura Council 
announced on Tuesday the election of Sheikh 
Naim Qassem as the new Secretary-General 
of Hezbollah, succeeding its martyred leader 
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah.

In his first speech after the martyrdom of 
Sayyed Nasrallah, Sheikh Qassem reassured 
the Hezbollah loyalists of the goals being 
sought by the Resistance movement. 

He underscored the jihadist - moral and 
religious- responsibility of Hezbollah to 
protect achievements.

Naim Qassem highlighted the experience 
of the Resistance movement in facing all 
challenges and overcoming all difficulties 
under the inspiring guidance of the previous 
leaders over long years.

Hezbollah bombs 
Israeli military base

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN- Hezbollah has continued to 
strike military sites deep inside Israel as Tel 
Aviv directs its attacks against civilians in 
Lebanon. 

The Lebanese resistance launched an 
attack on Wednesday with a squadron of 
attack drones on the Israeli Tirat Carmel 
base south of Haifa, “hitting the target with 
precision”.

According to the Israeli Broadcasting 
Authority a drone launched from Lebanon 
exploded in the industrial zone in Nahariya 
and struck a factory that produces 
components for drones. 

In another operation Hezbollah said it 
targeted Krayot in northern Haifa with a salvo 
of missiles. 

The Lebanese resistance also targeted 
gathering of “Israeli enemy soldiers” at the 
Shebaa Gate, 

State of disaster 
declared in Beit Lahiya 
amid Israeli carnage 
TEHRAN - The Israeli bloodbath in northern 
Gaza goes unchecked nearly a month into the 
regime’s new brutal offensive in the area.

 A medical source told Al Jazeera that 
Israel has slaughtered 1,250 Palestinians in 
northern Gaza since the start of the offensive 
on October 5.

Israel has laid siege to northern Gaza 
obstructing the delivery of fuel, food and 
medicine.

It has also issued forced evacuation orders 
for Palestinians in northern Gaza while its 
troops have opened fire on people who flee 
the area. 

The regime’s army has battered the towns 
of Jabaliya, Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya. 

On Wednesday morning, the Municipality 
of Beit Lahiya declared a state of disaster in 
the town.
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Sheikh Naim Qassem 
inaugurates his 
leadership with a stern 
warning to Israel  

TEHRAN TIMES

Hezbollah Ready 
for a Long War



In a note, Sobh-e-No addressed the 
Zionist regime’s miscalculations. It wrote: 
To create insecurity and tension inside Iran, 
the Zionist regime carried out airstrikes with 
the cooperation of the United States, but this 
action did not produce the result due to wrong 
calculations and failure to understand Iran’s 
defense and social power. 

This approach of the enemy showed failure 
to truly understand the Iranian society and 
its defense power. The enemies thought that 
by using military force they could weaken the 
moral of the Iranian public and undermine 
national unity. 

But this miscalculation not only failed but 
also strengthened the cohesion and solidarity 
between the people and the country’s armed 
forces. The people of Iran realized the power 
of their country in the two operations of True 
Promise, and the foreign opposition groups 
found out about Iran’s military power and 
realized that Israel is not considered as a 
rival or opponent for Iran. In addition to the 
opposition, Iran’s regional rivals also realized 
the strength of our country.

Jam-e-Jam: The Zionist regime’s neglect of 
Iran’s capabilities

In a commentary, Jam-e-Jam dealt with the 
lack of recognition of Iran’s capabilities and 
said: It seems that one of the most important 
miscalculations of the Zionist regime is that 
it does not know the will of the nation and 
the authorities of the system to defend the 
territorial integrity of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. Iran enjoys efficient deterrence capability 
and has the necessary courage to use its 
weapons against its enemies. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran does not believe in a long 
and comprehensive war, but when it comes to 
defense, it has great capabilities. 

As the Leader of the Islamic Revolution said, 
without exaggerating or downplaying the 
power of the enemy, the authorities will take 
the necessary measures to deal with the action 
committed by the Zionist regime and will give 
an appropriate response to it. For this reason, it 
seems that the Zionist regime and its supporters 
must receive our message and refrain from any 
action that causes the war to expand, otherwise 
it is the other side that will suffer.

Javan: Zionists’ fear of Iranian warning

In an article, the Javan newspaper addressed 
the concerns of the Zionist regime and its 
supporters about Iran’s response and wrote: 
The West and the Zionists are using all their 
energy to dissuade Tehran from reacting to 
Tel Aviv’s attack on Iranian soil. But Iran’s 
diplomatic and military officials have made 
it clear that Iran will not forego its right to 
respond to the occupying regime. Josep Borrell, 
the European Union foreign policy official, has 
insisted the need to use all communication 
channels to reduce tensions as a vital matter 
and called for Iran’s self-restraint. The 
Zionist media have expressed concern that 
it is possible that Iran would fire hundreds 
of ballistic missiles toward the occupied 
territories in response to Israel’s attacks, and 
quoted some informed sources to report that 
Israel wants to end the direct conflict with Iran. 
However, Iranian officials emphasize that they 
will respond to the attack of the Zionist regime.

Kayhan: America is source of regional 
instability 

Keyhan wrote that the current war and killings 
in the West Asia region started on the order of 
Biden even though some tried to make him look 
different from Trump and introduce him as a 
person who favors diplomacy. Now it has become 
clear that Biden and Trump, who respectively 
represent the Democrats and Republicans, are 
common enemies of the countries in the region. 
They pursue a common goal in the region; one 
party signs the JCPOA and the other withdraws 
from it! That is, the JCPOA and withdrawal from 
it were not designed against Iran but against all 
countries in the region. Therefore, the starting 
point of the current developments in the region 
should be considered within the framework of the 
American withdrawal from the JCPOA. America 
and Israel were looking to commit crimes after 
failing to realize their wish for a new Middle East. 
This issue shows that both Biden and Trump were 
trying to put Iran between physical elimination 
of the resistance groups and an armed conflict. 
But it seems that Tehran has consciously chosen 
the second path without looking for negotiation. 
Iran has made the battleground a good support 
for diplomacy. The direction of diplomacy will 
ultimately be determined in the battleground.

From page 1    At the core of 
Netanyahu’s actions lies a strategy 
rooted in power politics. Israel has 
long felt existentially threatened 
by Iran’s growing influence across 
West Asia, particularly through its 
allied groups in Lebanon, Syria, 
and Gaza. In response, Israel has 
adopted a doctrine of preventive 
war. Netanyahu’s goal is clear: 
neutralize threats before they fully 
materialize.

However, as Professor John 
Mearsheimer has extensively 
argued, the decapitation 
strategy—targeting the leadership 
of organizations like Hezbollah and 
Hamas—has consistently proven 
ineffective. Historical precedent 
shows that eliminating leaders 
rarely results in the collapse of 
movements. More often than not, 
new leaders emerge, sometimes 
more capable than their 
predecessors. Israel’s airstrikes 
and targeted assassinations, 
while temporarily weakening its 
enemies, do little to address the 
deeper structural issues at play.

Nowhere is this clearer than 
in Israel’s ongoing conflict with 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Since the 
2006 war, Hezbollah has evolved 
from a guerrilla force into a 
highly sophisticated military 
organization. With Iranian support, 
Hezbollah has built an extensive 
military infrastructure, including 
precision-guided missiles, anti-
tank weapons, and underground 
bunkers in southern Lebanon. A 
full Israeli ground invasion into 
Lebanon, should it occur, would be 
perilous—facing a better-armed 
and better-prepared adversary 
than during the 2006 conflict.

Adding to this complexity, 
Hezbollah’s close ties with the 
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps 
(IRGC) introduce a layer of 
asymmetric warfare, which could 
extend the conflict beyond the 
occupied territories and involve 
other Resistance groups in the 
region. The risk of entangling other 
nations in the conflict remains 
ever-present.

Netanyahu’s domestic political 
calculations

Israel’s military challenges pale 

in comparison to Netanyahu’s 
political motives. Beset by 
corruption charges and growing 
public discontent over judicial 
reforms, Netanyahu is under 
immense domestic pressure. By 
amplifying the Iranian threat, 
Netanyahu can consolidate his 
political base, distracting from 
Israel’s internal strife and offering 
a rallying point for unity. In this 
sense, his personal political 
survival is tied to the perpetuation 
of conflict, even if it does not align 
with Israel’s long-term strategic 
interests.

This creates a dangerous 
paradox: while Israel might benefit 
from a more measured diplomatic 
approach to regional conflicts, 
Netanyahu’s political ambitions 
seem to demand continued 
escalation. The consequences for 
Israel’s international standing, and 
indeed for the wider region, are 
profound.

Global energy implications of 
an Iran-Israel war

The implications of a potential 
all-out war between Iran and 
Israel stretch far beyond West 
Asia. Any escalation could disrupt 
global energy markets, sending 
shockwaves through the global 
economy. West Asia remains the 
heart of the world’s energy supply 
chain, and the Strait of Hormuz—
through which a third of the 
world’s liquefied natural gas and 
20% of its oil passes—becomes a 
flashpoint in this conflict.

Iran has previously threatened 
to blockade the strait in retaliation 
for Israeli and U.S. actions. Such 
a move would cause oil prices to 
skyrocket, potentially triggering a 
global recession akin to the 1973 

OPEC crisis. Energy-dependent 
regions like Europe and China 
would be hit hardest, with Europe 
already grappling with energy 
shortages exacerbated by the 
war in Ukraine. A further spike 
in energy prices could lead to 
economic paralysis in Europe and 
severe disruptions to global supply 
chains.

China, the world’s largest 
importer of oil, would face an 
acute economic crisis if the conflict 
expanded. With supply chains 
tightening and inflation already 
high, the global economic fallout 
would be immense, potentially 
causing cascading effects on 
global financial stability.

U.S. strategic distraction
From a U.S. perspective, 

Netanyahu’s actions are 
particularly problematic. For the 
past decade, Washington has 
sought to pivot away from West 
Asia and toward the Indo-Pacific, 
where the South China Sea and 
competition with China are seen 
by Americans as the defining 
strategic challenges of the 21st 
century.

However, Israel’s ongoing 
conflicts—and the prospect of 
a full-scale war with Iran—are 
pulling U.S. resources back into 
the West Asian quagmire. While 
the U.S. initially sought to reduce 
its military commitments in 
the region, the endless cycle of 
violence involving Israel keeps 
dragging American foreign policy 
back into West Asia. This prevents 
the U.S. from focusing on its long-
term strategic goal: countering 
China’s rise in the Indo-Pacific.

Economic and demographic 
costs for Israel

The financial cost of Israel’s war 
is already staggering. Estimates 
suggest the current conflict could 
cost Israel over $70 billion, driving 
a significant economic deficit. 
But perhaps the more critical 
threat to Israel’s future lies in its 
demographic trends.

Unlike Iran, which has weathered 
decades of sanctions and economic 
hardship without significant 
demographic decline, Israel faces 
the risk of a population outflow. 

Many Israelis hold dual citizenship, 
particularly in Europe and North 
America, and are increasingly 
opting to leave the region amid 
rising insecurity. This exodus poses 
a long-term threat to Israel’s 
sustainability as a “nation-state”, 
weakening both its economy and 
its military preparedness.

The nuclear dilemma

As Israel continues to escalate 
the conflict, it may inadvertently 
push Iran toward reconsidering 
its nuclear strategy. Thus far, Iran 
has avoided nuclear armament. 
However, sustained Israeli 
provocations could lead Tehran to 
accelerate its nuclear ambitions, 
potentially sparking a nuclear 
arms race in the region. This 
scenario would be catastrophic for 
global security, and particularly for 
Israel’s long-term safety.

Netanyahu’s apparent 
desperation to draw Iran into an 
open war is a dangerous gamble. 
While it may serve his short-term 
political interests, the long-term 
costs—for Israel, for the U.S., 
and for the global order—are 
enormous. The risks to energy 
security, U.S. strategic interests, 
and Israel’s very future cannot 
be overstated. As this conflict 
escalates, the question remains: 
Can this crisis be contained, or 
are we witnessing the beginning 
of a much larger geopolitical 
catastrophe?

TEHRAN – Iran’s intelligence 
forces identified and arrested a 
group of terrorists that had entered 
the country through its Western 
borders on Wednesday. 

The terrorists are said to have 
been members of a separatist 

group residing in neighboring Iraq.  

It appears that the individuals 
had infiltrated the borders, as one 
of the main members was killed 
during an armed confrontation 
with Iranian forces. The rest of the 
terrorists are now in custody. 

Terrorists and separatists have 
ramped up their activities in and 
around Iran in recent years, with the 
majority of the outfits receiving funds 
and arms from the Israeli regime. 

Iran has been on a quest to 
tighten security measures at its 

borders, with Tehran and Baghdad 
signing a security pact last year 
that required Iraqi authorities to 
move terrorists away from the two 
countries’ shared borders. Iran’s 
intelligence forces say more efforts 
are underway to neutralize terror 
centers. 

From page 1   Nasirzadeh 
was also quoted by an Iranian 
lawmaker as saying that Iran will 
be responding to Israel.

 “Whenever the airspace of a 
country is violated, that country 
will be entitled to respond to the 
violation and act of aggression. 

Even if the Zionist regime shoots 
an arrow at our country, Iran 
would not forgive it and it would 
surely respond,” he allegedly said. 

Another top Iranian military 
official highlighted Iran’s 
resolve to respond to Israel’s 
attack on Wednesday. Rear 
Admiral Habibollah Sayyari, the 
Coordinating Deputy of the Islamic 
Republic of the Iranian Army 
highlighted the significance of Iran 
maintaining deterrence. 

Alluding to an earlier command 
from the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Sayyari added: “Iran 
needs to be fortified in all aspects 
so that no foreign adversary 
considers plotting against the 
Iranian nation.”

The strong assertions of Iran’s 
senior commanders did not 
go unnoticed by the American 
government. Pentagon spokesman 
Patrick Ryder told reporters on 
Tuesday that “we must be ready 

for all possibilities. If Iran takes 
any action against Israel, we are 
committed to defending Israel.”

Since October 2023, West Asia 
has faced persistent waves of 
Israeli aggression which have 
devastated Gaza, displaced a 
significant portion of Lebanon’s 
population, and resulted in over 
46,000 civilian casualties.

Further escalating the tensions 
in the early hours of Saturday, 
Israeli warplanes used Iraqi 
airspace to launch long-range 
ballistic missiles at Iran’s military 
installations, causing minimal 
damage to some radar systems. 

Iran promptly restored these 
systems to full operational 
capacity but the aggression 
resulted in the martyrdom of four 
Army personnel and one civilian. 

Israel’s attack against Iran 
came 25 days after Iran launched 
a volley of ballistic missiles at 
military positions inside the 
occupied territories. 

The offensive dubbed 
Operation True Promise II was a 
response to the regime’s killing 
of Hamas’ Ismail Haniyeh in July 
and Hezbollah’s Seyyed Hassan 
Nasrallah in September. A high-
ranking IRGC commander lost his 

life alongside Nasrallah. 

Iran directly attacked Israel 
for the first time in April, after 
the regime struck its embassy in 
Damascus. 

‘Iran’s air defense surprised 
Israel’ 

There has not been much 
detail on how Iran managed to 
successfully fend off Israel’s 
Saturday assault. The Iranian 
defense minister has only said 
that Tehran was fully prepared for 
the attack.   

According to former MI6 officer 
Alistair Crook, Iranian air defense 
systems were more successful 
than expected. 

“The [Israeli] aircraft were 
supposed to destroy the air 
defenses both in Iraq and Syria on 
the way and then to do that in Iran 
so that the second and third waves 
would come in with Conventional 
Weapons to destroy the targets [in 
Iran.],” he said during a discussion 
on YouTube. 

Crooke revealed that the 
supposed second and third waves 
of attacks were never carried 
out, because Israelis were met by 
an unknown air defense system 
operating from inside Iran. 

TEHRAN – Iranian officials conveyed their 
congratulations on the election of Sheikh Naim 
Qassem as Hezbollah’s new leader through formal 
messages.

The Iranian President expressed congratulations 
to Naim Qassem in his message, asserting, “I am 
confident that your leadership, as a distinguished 
figure and a seasoned fighter, will bolster the 
resolve in the resistance and continue the noble 
legacy of the esteemed martyrs of this front.”

Masoud Pezeshkian remarked, “In this critical 
historical moment, it is of utmost importance 
to defend Lebanon’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, as well as the noble ideals of the 
resistance front and the oppressed people of 
Palestine. Your leadership, as a distinguished figure 
and a seasoned fighter, will undoubtedly enhance 
the commitment to resistance and carry forward 
the honourable path of the martyrs.”

The chief commander of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC), Major General Hossein 
Salami, expressed condolences for the martyrdom 
of late Hezbollah leader Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, 
highlighting that the election of Naim Qassem as 
his successor ensures the unwavering trajectory of 
the esteemed Islamic Resistance in Lebanon. 

Salami noted, “This election conveys a powerful 
message to the forces of Global Arrogance and 
Zionism, affirming that the ideology and principles 
fostered by the noble sacrifices of martyrs, along 
with the legacy of historic resistance leaders trained 
in the teachings of Islam, remain indomitable.”

Major General Mohammad Bagheri, chief of 
staff of the Iranian Armed Forces, conveyed in his 
message, “I commend the historic election of Naim 
Qassem as the secretary-general of Hezbollah 
during this crucial time, which showcases the 
strength, readiness, and growing capabilities of the 
proud resistance front and the heroic Hezbollah of 
Lebanon to navigate crises and ultimately prevail 

against the ruthless Zionist enemy.”

Also, Seyed Abbas Araghchi, Iran’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, congratulated Sheikh Naim Qassem 
on his election as secretary-general of Hezbollah 
Lebanon, expressing confidence, “He will serve as 
a worthy successor to the esteemed martyr Seyed 
Hassan Nasrallah.”

Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, speaker of the Iranian 
Parliament, also shared his thoughts in a message, 
“I congratulate the wise choice of your esteemed 
self, who, thank God, embodies a dedicated and 
combatant spirit, along with the experience, 
commitment, and adherence to the principles and 
objectives of the resistance front and Hezbollah 
Lebanon.”

The Iranian speaker of Parliament concluded by 
offering prayers for Sheikh Qassem’s continued 
success during these critical and historic times for 
the region and the Islamic world, seeking blessings 
from the Almighty God.

Additionally, in a message honouring the martyrs, 
including Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, Seyyed Hashem 
Safieddine, and other Axis of Resistance leaders, 
the Iran-Lebanon parliamentary friendship group 
expressed its congratulations to Sheikh Qassem 
for assuming the leadership of Hezbollah.

The statement of the parliamentary group 
highlighted Hezbollah’s significant role in the 
historical struggle against occupation and 
oppression, noting its confrontation with the 
criminal Zionist regime in defence of the oppressed 
Palestinian people, particularly the women and 
children of Gaza, which has come at a considerable 
cost.

On Tuesday, October 29, Sheikh Naim Qassem 
was appointed as the new leader of Hezbollah, 
succeeding Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, who was 
martyred in an Israeli airstrike on Beirut on 
September 27.
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 Photo shows Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier  
General Aziz Nasirzadeh

Netanyahu’s political 
ambitions seem to 
demand continued 

escalation, which could 
bring about devastating 
outcomes for the region 

and the world

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Miscalculation of the enemy 

Why Netanyahu’s desperation for war with Iran could backfire

Terrorist group dismantled upon arriving in Iran

Iran can hit Israel with dozens 
more operations, warns DM

Iran welcomes Sheikh Naim Qassem  
as new Hezbollah leader



TEHRAN – The Leader of Islamic Revolution has 
written a commentary on the book “Roosevelt 
Street Station: A Documentative Narrative of Seiz-
ing U.S. Embassy in Tehran”, commending the au-
thor’s efforts and emphasizing the importance of 
accurately recounting history, especially regarding 
pivotal events during the Islamic Revolution. 

The text of the Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei’s 
commentary is as follows:

“In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the 
Merciful,  

This book provides a solid and valuable report 
on a crucial incident in the history of the Revolu-
tion: the takeover of the U.S. Den of Espionage in 
1979.  This work fills a significant media and pro-
paganda gap. We have not paid enough attention 
to the war of narratives in global conflicts, al-
lowing our enemies to exploit this neglect, often 
distorting many events.  The author’s careful and 
valuable efforts in addressing this critical area 
deserve appreciation. The book’s prose is smooth 
and expressive, with research and analysis that 
are logical, sincere, and convincing.  The title cho-
sen for the book is excellent.”

Roosevelt Street Station delves into U.S. embas-
sy spy activities both before and after the Revolu-
tion, detailing its interventions post-Revolution, 
which ceased following the historic takeover of 
the U.S. embassy. This event, significant not only 
for Iranians but also for Americans, prompted the 
U.S. to craft its own perspective on the episode.

The Leader’s commentary was unveiled on 
Wednesday, at a ceremony at the Islamic Revo-
lution Research and Cultural Institute. The event 
was attended by the book’s author, experts, con-
temporary Iranian history researchers, and indi-
viduals involved in the 1979 U.S. embassy takeover 
in Tehran.

The book’s launch ceremony today was accom-

panied by a speech from Hojjatoleslam Ahmad 
Khazaei, the publisher, who recounted the process 
of creating and publishing Roosevelt Street Sta-
tion. Khazaei mentioned that in 2022, the Leader 
remarked to a group of nurses that critical as-
pects of the U.S. embassy takeover and its docu-
ments remained unclear, particularly for younger 
generations. This inspired the Institute to produce 
a comprehensive research work, leading to Roos-
evelt Street Station, a result of two years of inten-
sive work, including the analysis of approximately 
10,000 documents. “With proficiency in English, 
the author, Mohammad Mahboubi, meticulously 
reviewed primary sources and English-language 
memoirs for an in-depth analysis,” he added.

Roosevelt Street Station also addresses ques-
tions surrounding the embassy takeover. During the 
event, researcher and writer Hossein Mohammadi 

Seerat discussed the book, noting its departure 
from a typical narrative and its balanced tone. He 
acknowledged some gaps in the text but praised the 
book’s importance in today’s context, which high-
lights how the Revolution dealt a significant blow 
to the United States. Mahboubi explained that the 
book aimed to bridge internal and competing nar-
ratives, avoiding Western biases while steering 
clear of overly propagandistic tones. He consulted 
over 40 English and 45 Persian books, noting the 
painstaking process of reconciling sources over a 
nearly two-year period.

Every year on November 4, Iranians commem-
orate the day of seizing the U.S. embassy as the 
National Day of the Fight against Global Arrogance 
with rallies across the country, marking a day of 
resistance against the West’s imperialism and a 
tribute to Iranian students’ vigilance. 

  From Page 1    American and 
European writers have published 
numerous books and articles on the 
subject. Some are memoirs by peo-
ple directly involved, like American 
officials or detainees, while others 
are second-hand accounts based on 
available records and documents. 

A common theme across these 
works is their singular focus on the 
American perspective, often framing 
Iranian actions as irrational within 
an Orientalist view of “Iranian Mus-
lim barbarians.” 

In response, “Roosevelt Street 
Station: A Documentative Narrative 
of Seizing U.S. Embassy in Tehran” 
aims to challenge these Western 
stereotypes. By critiquing such Ori-
entalist analyses, it offers a per-
spective on the event from an Iranian 
point of view.

One of the most notable aspects 
of the book Roosevelt Street Station 
is its diverse range of sources. Unlike 
similar works that rely exclusively on 
American sources—such as govern-
ment documents and the memoirs of 

American political figures—this book 
draws from a wide array of materials. 

It examines Iranian organizational 
records, correspondence between 
Iranian officials at the time, and 
even internal documents from the 
Muslim Student Followers of the 
Imam’s Line –Iranian student group 
that seized the U.S. embassy in Teh-
ran on November 1979– for the first 
time, offering a unique perspective 
on the event and its aftermath. Ad-
ditionally, interviews with several 
individuals involved in the incident 
provide a clearer view of the Iranian 
standpoint.

Through the study of these Ira-
nian sources, a distinctly different 
account of the U.S. embassy seizure 
in Tehran emerges. For example, we 
see that the beginning of the Iran-
U.S. conflict, which persists today, 
was not the embassy takeover itself. 
Instead, the November 1979 incident 
was a response to decades of Amer-
ican involvement in Iran, especially 
the CIA-led coup against the legit-
imate government of Mohammad 
Mossadegh in 1953. 

After the Islamic Revolution in 
February 1979, U.S. embassy activi-
ties in Tehran took on a new direction, 
aimed primarily at opposing—or at 
least reshaping and undermining—
the revolution forces. Iranian society 
understood this antagonistic stance 
toward its revolution and feared a 
repeat of a coup like the one in 1953.

Iranian society’s view of the U.S. 
embassy’s activities in Tehran was 
neither a paranoid delusion nor an 
“Iranian Sèvres syndrome.” 

Documents later retrieved from 
the U.S. embassy and the CIA station 
in Tehran confirmed this perspective. 
These CIA documents made it clear 

that the U.S. embassy was not merely 
“gathering information as part of its 
mission”; it frequently conducted “op-
erations within its mission scope.”

Activities included forming polit-
ical alliances through CIA officers, 
funding specific political groups, at-
tempting to re-establish electronic 

surveillance bases known as Tacks-
man in northeastern Iran, and even 
organizing military officers for a 
potential coup—all actions under-
taken by the U.S. embassy in Tehran 
in the months following the Islamic 
Revolution.

In this light, contrary to the dom-
inant Western narrative that labels 
the November 1979 event an “ille-
gal attack on the U.S. diplomatic 

mission in Iran,” Iranians saw it as a 
“preemptive operation.” The Iranian 
public, aware that the U.S. embassy 
was working to counter the Iranian 
Revolution and potentially repeat 
the 1953 coup, took preemptive ac-
tion to protect the survival of their 
Revolution.

  From Page 1   UNRWA’s mandate stems 
from the ongoing plight of Palestinian refugees 
displaced following the Nakba in 1948.  

Iravani’s statement also highlighted that Is-
rael is waging a “genocidal campaign” against 
the Palestinian population in Gaza, specifically 
citing the current siege of the northern Gaza 
Strip and the obstruction of humanitarian aid.

He emphasized that the Israeli regime is vi-
olating international humanitarian law and in-
tentionally weaponizing starvation against the 
civilian population.

The Iranian ambassador further criticized the 
international community, particularly the Unit-
ed States, for providing unwavering support to 
Israel, enabling its continued aggression in the 
region. 

“The unchecked impunity exhibited by Isra-
el for its widespread and systematic violations 

in the Gaza Strip, coupled with the unwavering 
political, military, and economic backing it re-
ceives from certain Western allies, particularly 
the United States, has only strengthened its ag-
gressive and expansionist strategies through-
out the region,” the envoy said. 

He also condemned Israel’s recent strikes 
in Lebanon, noting that it poses a significant 
threat to regional and global peace and securi-
ty. “Israel has ignored the provisional measures 
set forth by the ICJ to cease its unlawful actions. 
It persists in its atrocities in Gaza and Leba-
non, actions that amount to war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and potentially genocide.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Iravani urged the 
UN Security Council to take decisive action to 
halt Israeli military aggressions and avert fur-
ther violence and aggression. 

“The UN must either take decisive action to 

halt the Israeli military operations and avert 
further genocide, war, and aggression or allow 
these atrocities to persist.”

The Israeli regime passed a law on Monday 
banning the U.N. Palestinian refugee agency 
UNRWA from operating in the occupied terri-
tories – a move that is also expected to signifi-
cantly impact its work in war-torn Gaza.

The Israeli officials who drafted the law cited 
what they described as the involvement of some 
UNRWA staffers in Operation Al-Aqsa Storm on 
southern occupied territories and staffers hav-
ing membership in Hamas and other Resistance 
groups. None of the Israeli claims have been 
proven so far. 

TEHRAN –Iranian Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson has called on the global 
community, particularly international 
humanitarian organizations, to re-
spond urgently to Sudan’s worsening 
humanitarian crisis. 

Esmail Baqaei made the remarks 

on Tuesday, highlighting the alarming 
conditions as the civil conflict in Sudan 
continues to devastate the population.

 Addressing ongoing reports of 
civilian casualties and mass displace-
ment, Baqaei expressed deep concern 
about the prolonged violence and de-

teriorating humanitarian landscape. 
He described the conditions as “deeply 
troubling,” underscoring the need 
for immediate action to alleviate the 
suffering of affected communities 
across Sudan. Baqaei urged inter-
national humanitarian agencies to 
increase efforts to halt the violence 

and provide essential aid. Emphasiz-
ing the critical importance of inter-
national solidarity, he appealed for 
a coordinated response to deliver 
urgent assistance to displaced per-
sons and those most in need.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Wrestling World 
Championships 
2024: Geraei wins 
gold

TEHRAN – Mohammad Ali Geraei claimed 
a gold medal at the Wrestling World 
Championships 2024 Tuesday night.

In the 82kg final, Geraei was not to be 
denied in his first chance at world gold, as he 
stormed to a 9-0 victory over a shell-shocked 
Erik Szilvassy from Hungary.

Geraei, normally a 77kg wrestler who was 
competing at the heaviest weight of his 
career, encountered no problems handling 
the extra bulk against Szilvassy, a winner of 
international tournaments this year in Zagreb 
and Budapest.

Geraei, who finished fifth at the Tokyo 
Olympics but missed the Paris Games due to 
a suspension, then completed a snap-down, 
go-behind takedown to finish the match in 
1:35 and add the world gold to the bronzes he 
won at 71kg in 2017 and at 77kg in 2019 and 
2021.

Mosimane’s 
mission: Can he 
turn Esteghlal’s 
fortune around?
TEHRAN - South African tactician Pitso 

Mosimane faces a stern test as he prepares 
to lead Esteghlal against Tractor in the 
Iran’s Persian Gulf Professional League on 
Thursday. 

The former Al Ahly and Al Ahli Saudi FC 
manager is tasked with reviving the fortunes 
of one of Iran’s most storied clubs, a challenge 
that has proven daunting for many.

Since taking over the reins at Esteghlal, 
Mosimane has been working tirelessly to 
instill a winning mentality within the squad. 
His arrival followed a disappointing 3-1 defeat 
to Kheybar, a result that underscored the 
depth of the challenges facing the Tehran-
based club. 

The South African has been keen to 
address the underlying issues plaguing 
the team, focusing on tactical discipline, 
mental fortitude, and a collective desire to 
succeed.

Mosimane’s training sessions have been 
characterized by intense focus and attention 
to details. 

The coach has been working closely with his 
players, both individually and collectively, to 
ensure they are fully prepared for the physical 
and mental demands of the league.

His hands-on approach and meticulous 
planning have injected a renewed sense of 
optimism into the Esteghlal camp.

The upcoming match against Tractor is 
shaping up to be a crucial one for Mosimane. 
Tractor are a team known for their physicality 
and tenacity under the tutelage of Dragan 
Skocic, former head coach of Iran national 
team. 

Mosimane is well aware of the challenges 
posed by his opponents and has been studying 
their recent performances extensively.

“We know that Tractor are a tough team 
to play against, but we are prepared,” said 
Mosimane. “We have been working hard on 
our tactics and our fitness, and I believe that 
we are ready to compete.”

All eyes will be on Mosimane as he seeks to 
guide Esteghlal back to the top of the Iranian 
football pyramid.

 A positive result against Tractor would be 
a significant step forward in his mission to 
restore the club to its former glory.

Iran football chief 
Taj meets FIFA 
president Infantino
TEHRAN – Head of Iran football federation 

Mehdi Taj met FIFA President Gianni Infantino 
in Seoul.

Taj has traveled to Seoul, South Korea to 
attend the AFC Annual Awards Seoul 2023.

On the sidelines of the ceremony, Taj met 
Infantino and AFC President Sheikh Salman 
bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa.

Iran stalwart Saeid Ahmad Abbasi was 
named the 2023 AFC Futsal Player of the Year 
on Tuesday.

Dad Marz snatches 
silver at Wrestling 
Worlds 2024
TEHRAN - Poya Dad Marz of Iran seized 

a silver medal at the Wrestling World 
Championships 2024 Tuesday night. 

In the 55kg final, Eldaniz Azizli of Azerbaijan 
defeated 2023 bronze medalist Dad Marz for 
the fourth time in four career meetings, but 
this one was the closest as he won 1-1 on last-
point criteria after each received a passivity 
point.

It was an ironic defeat for Dad Marz, who 
had been on the winning end of the same 
scoreline in his two previous matches. In 
their most recent encounter at the Budapest 
Ranking Series in June, Azizli had bested the 
Iranian 6-1.

Romanian Denis Mihai and Emin Sefershaev 
S(AIN) won bronze medals. 

Sepahan  
runners-up at 2024 
Paravolley Asia 
Oceania Club Cup 
TEHRAN – Iran’s womens’ Sepahan club 

finished in second place at the 2024 Paravolley 
Asia Oceania Club Cup.

Sepahan lost to Shang Hai 3-1 (25-22, 27-
25, 26-28, 25-14) in the final match.

Chinese side Jiang Su defeated Japan in the 
bronze medal match. 

Iran’s sitting volleyball league champions 
Mehr Molana were supposed to participate in 
the competition but withdrew from the event. 

The competition was held in Hangzhou, 
China from Oct. 22 to 30.

Geraei truly happy 
by winning gold 
at 2024 Wrestling 
Worlds
TEHRAN - Mohammad Ali Geraei expressed 

his joy and gratitude for claiming a gold medal 
at the Wrestling World Championships 2024 
Tuesday night.

In the 82kg final, Geraei defeated Erik 
Szilvassy from Hungary to win a gold medal. 

“After eight years, I finally got to experience 
the world finals,” Geraei said.

 “I’m truly happy from the bottom of my 
heart because I could make my fans and 
family happy, especially my dear wife, who 
stood by me in tough times and understood 
me, as well as my parents and all my fans.

“I’m grateful to them; they have always been 
there for me and supported me, and I dedicate 
this medal to them.”

“I thought this competition would be really 
tough, but thank God it ended up being easy,” 
Geraei said. 

“These past two or three years have 
been difficult for me, and due to certain 
circumstances, I couldn’t participate in the 
Olympics and missed out on it.

 But I hope with this medal I won, I can pave 
my way to the [next] Olympics and achieve the 
best medal and my dream,”
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 ‘The takeover of the 
American embassy 

in Tehran was a 
preemptive measure 
aimed at preventing 

plots like the 1953 coup’

Leader’s commentary praises Roosevelt Street 
Station book as ‘accurate account of history’

Roosevelt Street Station: revisiting  
‘Hostage Crisis’ through Iran’s perspective

Iran condemns Israeli obstruction of 
UNRWA aid to Palestinian refugees

Tehran urges international response to escalating  
humanitarian crisis in Sudan



TEHRAN – In a meeting between Iranian 

Transport and Urban Development Minister 

Farzaneh Sadegh and Japan’s Ambassador to 

Tehran Tamaki Tsukada on Tuesday, the two 

sides stressed cooperation in transportation, 
infrastructure, and technology development, 
the portal of Iran’s Transport Ministry reported.

Speaking in this meeting, Sadegh underlined 
Iran’s geopolitical position as the link between 
East and West and said: “Japan can reach 
countries in the region, including Central Asia 
and the Caucasus, through Iran.”

She further noted that the two countries 
can expand their cooperation in areas such 
as intelligent transportation systems, safety, 
transportation infrastructure technologies, 
and smart and earthquake-resistant urban 
construction technologies.

The minister invited Japanese officials to 
visit Iran to get familiar with the capabilities 
and capacities of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
including the country’s unique bridges and 
tunnels, and to discuss the areas for cooperation. 

Another important issue discussed in this 
meeting was the need to establish direct flights 
between Iran and Japan, which was emphasized 
by both parties.

Sadegh also suggested that a meeting be held 
between the port officials of the two countries 
in order to examine the areas of cooperation in 
the field of maritime transportation.

The Japanese ambassador also pointed to the 
long-standing and historical relations between 
Iran and Japan and said: “The thousand-
year history of the relationship between the 
two countries has provided a good basis for 
deepening joint cooperation in the field of 
human settlement, exchange of knowledge, 
technology and holding training courses.”

He expressed satisfaction with the progress 
achieved in this field and called for further 
development of such cooperation.

TEHRAN – Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) held 
the fist meeting of the Industrial development 
strategy on Wednesday with experts and 
scholars from various industrial sectors in 
attendance.

As reported by the ICCIMA portal, investigating 
industrial policies in Iran, discussing past 
experiences and future requirements were the 
main focus of the mentioned meeting.

In this meeting, the heads of the ICCIMA 
Industry and Information and Communication 
Technology Committees were also present.

Speaking at the gathering, Hojjat Mirzaei, 
head of the ICCIMA Research Center, said that 
Article 48 of the seventh National Development 
Plan emphasizes the formulation of new 
industrial development strategies with the 
participation of the Ministry of Industry, Mining 
and Trade and the private sector.

TEHRAN – Iran exported 30.477 million tons 
of minerals and mining products worth $6.33 
billion in the first six months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 20 - September 
21), IRNA reported.

Based on the data released by the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development 
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), the 

Islamic Republic exported 30.492 million tons 
of such products worth $6.396 billion during 
the previous year’s corresponding period.

Steel and steel products were the top 
exported commodities in this sector, followed 
by aluminum and its byproducts, and copper 
related items, as well as other downstream 
products.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of the 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 4,420 
points to 2,056,089 on Wednesday, which is 
the fifth day of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important one. The 
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and 
Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

In mid-September, the head of Iran Securities 
and Exchange Organization (SEO) said the 
entity will take the necessary measures to 
ensure that the direct and indirect interests of 
the stock market are considered in next year’s 
budget bill.

“We are taking special measures in relation 
to the budget bill and issues that directly or 
indirectly affect the capital market,” Hojatollah 
Seyedi stated.

He has also said that improving the stock 
market’s efficiency is the main priority of the 
SEO in the current government administration 

“In the 14th government, our mission 
is to protect the rights and interests of 
shareholders, facilitate the formation of 
capital, and improve the efficiency of the 
market which is the priority of the SEO 
programs,” Seyedi underlined.

“The capacities of the capital market are 
huge and I believe that this market has room 
for a leap and now we are on the threshold of 
that leap,” the official further noted.

“Now, in addition to great capital and 
capabilities of the companies, we have 
powerful workforces, investors and 
competent managers in the market, so there 
is no reason why our capital market should 
not develop and reach at least 300 to 400 
billion dollars of gross domestic product,” he 
added.

Emphasizing that big steps should be 
taken in this regard, the official continued: 
“I have decided to work to this end with 
high motivation to play a small role in the 
development of the country.”

The head of the Securities and Exchange 
Organization pointed to the capital market 
as a regulatory and supervisory body and 
said: “In this regard, our mission is to protect 
the rights of shareholders, promote market 
efficiency and facilitate capital formation, 
which are connected to each other like the 
sides of a triangle. But the question is, which 
of these factors can be the driving force as a 
more independent variable?”

“The important variable is the improvement 
of market efficiency, that is, the formation 
of more capital, which, in addition to 
increasing capital, also preserves the rights of 
shareholders,” he finally said.

In late January, the deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) stressed the need 
for diverse financing tools in the country, 
noting that such tools are currently being 
provided by the stock market.

“To reduce the speculative and profit-
seeking activities of dealers in the country, 
financing tools should be diversified,” 
Mohammad Shirijian said.

“The capital market is an institution that 
directs capital to production in an efficient 
manner. Now, to accelerate the process of 
resource transfer and high productivity, 
the financing should be directed to the 
enterprises,” the official explained.

TEHRAN- Production of honey 
in West Azarbaijan province, in 
the northwest of Iran, is expected 
to increase by 10 percent in 
the current Iranian calendar 
year (ends on March 20, 2025), 
according to a provincial official.

Parviz Bostanchi, the deputy 
head of the province’s Agriculture 
Department for improving 
livestock products, referred to 
the activity of 6,561 apiaries with 
1,509,262 colonies in the province, 
and said: “It is expected that more 
than 26,000 tons of honey will be 
produced in the province this year, 
which will increase by 10 percent 

compared to last year.”

West Azarbaijan produces 22 
percent of honey and accounts 
for 13 percent of the honey bee 
colonies in the country, and in this 
respect, it ranks first nationwide, 
he further noted.

As announced by an official with 
Iran’s Agriculture Ministry, the 
country’s honey production per 
capita stands at 1.415 kilograms.

Mohammad-Ebrahim Hassan-
Nejad, the deputy minister 
for livestock products affairs, 
also put the country’s honey 
consumption per capita at 1.397 

kilograms.

He has also said that 155,000 
people are working in the apiaries 
of the country, adding this 
number of people are working in 
94,932 apiaries.

Based on the data released 
by the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
Iran is the third-largest producer 
of honey in the world.

The chairman of the Animal 
Science Research Institute has 
said that the amount of honey 
production in the country should 
be increased by three to four 

kilograms per colony.

Mokhtar Mohajer said, 
“According to the Seventh 
National Development Plan 
(2022-2026), the amount of 
honey production should be 
increased by at least three to four 
kilograms per colony according 
to the diversity of plants and the 
area of pastures that we have in 
the country”.

He announced that 8,300 
kilograms of royal jelly, 406 tons 
of pollen, 2,536 tons of beeswax, 
247 tons of propolis, and 3,917 
grams of bee venom are produced 
annually in the country.

TEHRAN—Secretary of Iran Nanotechnology 
Innovation Council Emad Ahmadvand said 
that the country’s export of nano-products in 
the previous Iranian calendar year (ended on 
March 19) increased 110 percent compared to 
a year earlier.

As IRIB reported, Iranian producers exported 
$145 million of nanotechnology products in 
the mentioned year, according to Ahmadvand.

Iran had exported $69 million worth of 

nanotechnology products between March 21, 
2022, to March 21, 2023, he noted.

The official said the total value of Iran’s 
nano-products in the previous year stood 
at $1.62 billion, of which about 91 percent 
was sold in domestic markets and only nine 
percent was exported.

Ahmadvand further pointed out that 
sales of nano-made products in Iran in 2023 
increased by 104 percent compared to 2022.

The nano-coating technologies, nano-
composites, and nano-catalysts accounted 
for the major share of the domestic market, 
he added.

Presently, Iranian-made nanotechnology 
products are exported to 49 countries in the 
world, of which about 60 percent is exported 
to Iraq, Syria, India, China, and Turkey, the 
secretary of Iran Nanotechnology Innovation 
Council pointed out.

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey play 
a fundamental role in regional 
transit and freight transportation 
as the bridge between East and 
West, Iranian Minister of Transport 
and Urban Development Farzaneh 
Sadegh said at an event organized 
in Tehran on October 29 on the 
occasion of Turkey’s Republic Day.

According to her, the 
geographical position of Iran and 
Turkey acts as a link between Asia 
and Europe, opening up a priceless 
chance to boost regional and 
international freight and transit 
networks.

Sadegh noted that collaboration 
between Iran and Turkey across 
all domains will bolster peace and 
stability in the region.

Iran consistently endeavors 
to enhance its connections with 
Turkey across political, economic, 
cultural, scientific, and security 
fields, she said.

The minister considered the 
recent meetings between the high 
officials of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the Republic of Turkey as 
an expression of the good political 
relations and the strong will of 
the two countries to develop 
cooperation.

While emphasizing the readiness 
of the Ministry of Transport and 
Urban Development, as the Iranian 
chairman of the Iran-Turkey Joint 
Economic Committee, to benefit 
from all available capacities 
in order to develop bilateral 
relations, she wished the two great 
nations of Iran and Turkey, health, 
prosperity, happiness, security and 
progress.

To note, during seven months 
of the current Iranian year (from 
March 20 through October 21, 
2024), more than 13.2 million tons 
of cargo were transited through 
Iran.

Transit via Iran increased by 
42 percent during seven months 
compared to the same period 
last year (from March 21 through 
October 22, 2023).

Iran exported non-oil goods 
worth $2.4 billion to Turkey 
in the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
20-Septemebr 22). As reported, 

Turkey was the fourth export 
destination of Iran among its other 
neighbors during the six-month 
period.

As reported, Turkey was the 
fourth export destination of Iran 
among its other neighbors during 
the six-month period.

Iran also imported commodities 
worth $5.1 billion from Turkey, 
which made the country the third 
source of import for Iran in the 
first half of the year.

During a meeting between a 
delegation of Tehran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture (TCCIMA) and the 
senior directors of the Turkish 
Exporters Union (TiM), the two 
sides explored the ways to improve 
and develop trade relations 
between the private sectors of the 
two countries.

In the meeting, held at the place 
of TiM in Istanbul, in the first 
week of September , the areas 
of development of commercial 
cooperation between the private 
sectors of the two countries 
were discussed and the use of 
advantages and capacities in the 
fields of tourism, food, textile and 
pharmaceutical industries was 
emphasized, the TCCIMA portal 
reported.

In this meeting, TCCIMA Head 
Mahmoud Najafi-Arab referring 
to the trade balance of 1.6 billion 
dollars between the two countries, 
which is also positive for Turkey, 
mentioned the re-export of some 
Iranian products through this 

country as one of the opportunities 
to optimize the trade relations 
between the two countries.

Recalling that Turkey has great 
power and experience in the field 
of tourism, he mentioned the use 
of the capacity of Turkish tourism 
companies to cooperate with the 
Iranian tourism industry and to 
increase the attraction of foreign 
tourists to Iran as another area of 
development of relations between 
these two neighboring countries.

Najafi-Arab also pointed to 
Iran’s high power and knowledge 
in the textile industry and said that 
by setting up a joint cooperation 
program, the global expertise of 
Turkish companies can be used to 
strengthen the branding of Iranian 
products in international markets.

The TCCIMA head then pointed 
to the technical knowledge and 
expertise of Iranian companies 
in the pharmaceutical industry, 
especially in biotech drugs 
and probiotic industries, and 
emphasized on strengthening 
cooperation between the two 
countries in these sectors.

Addressing the same meeting, 
TiM Deputy Ahairman Ahmet Gulec 
explained about this large Turkish 
private sector union and reminded 
that currently 150,000 Turkish 
exporters are members of this 
union and 61 export associations 
of this country also form the body 
of this large entity.

According to him, this union 
covers 27 product groups in the 
agricultural, industrial, mining and 

service sectors, and supporting 
Turkish exporters for their greater 
presence in the world markets is 
one of the main goals of the union.

He further put the export value 
of Turkey in 2023 at $357 billion 
and the import value at $410 
billion, and reminded that the 
country plans to rise the value of 
products export to $375 billion 
and the value of services export to 
$200 billion by 2028.

He called the joint investment 
and the construction of Turkish 
factories in Iran and vice versa, 
among the capacities of joint 
cooperation and reminded that 
the TiM is ready to cooperate 
and interact with the TCCIMA 
to strengthen and develop the 
exports of the companies of the 
two countries.

In early July, Director of Asia 
and the Pacific Office of the Iran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) 
International Affairs Department 
Niloufar Asadi said a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) between Iran and 
Turkey should replace the previous 
trade agreements between the 
two countries to boost economic 
exchanges.

In a meeting with the Consul 
General of Iran in Istanbul, Asadi 
referred to a previously reached 
preferential trade agreement 
between Iran and Turkey under 
the framework of the Group of 
Eight Developing Islamic Countries 
(D8) and said: “Considering the 
shortcomings of the previously 
signed preferential trade 
agreement and the necessity to 
improve and develop it, I suggest 
that a free trade agreement 
between the two countries 
replaces the previous agreements.”

The trade exchanges between 
Iran and Turkey in the first five 
months of 2024 reached $2.3 
billion, showing a five percent 
increase compared to the same 
month last year.

According to the latest figures 
released by the Turkish Statistical 
Institute (TURKSTAT), Iran’s trade 
with the neighboring country 
stood at $2.189 billion in January-
May 2023.
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Iran, Japan stress boosting cooperation in transport, 
technology development

ICCIMA holds meeting on industrial 
development strategy

Exports from mining sector  
surpassed $6b in H1

TEDPIX up 4,400 points on Wednesday

Honey production in West Azarbaijan  
anticipated to rise 10%

Annual exports of nano-products up 110% 

‘Iran, Turkey play significant role in regional 

transit as bridge between Asia, Europe’

 Iranian Transport Minister Farzaneh Sadegh (R) and Turkish 
Ambassador to Tehran Hicabi Kirlangiç attend an event held on the 

occasion of Turkey’s Republic Day in Tehran on October 29.

 Iranian Transport Minister Farzaneh 
Sadegh (L) and Japan’s Ambassador to 

Tehran Tamaki Tsukada



By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN- Hezbollah’s newly-elected Secre-
tary-General Sheikh Naim Qassem has vowed 
to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor 
who was assassinated by Israel more than a 
month ago. 

Delivering his first speech as the Hezbollah 
chief on Wednesday, Qassem said the Lebanese 
resistance group will keep fighting a war with 
Israel while adhering to the same strategy laid 
out by Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah. 

Qassem was elected as Hezbollah’s leader on 
Tuesday, succeeding Nasrallah who was mar-
tyred in an Israeli airstrike on Beirut’s suburb of 
Dahieh on September 27. 

US media acknowledged that Israel used 
American-made 900kg (2,000-pound) bombs 
in the strike that killed Nasrallah and levelled 
residential buildings in Dahieh.

Hezbollah also announced last week that 
Sayyed Hashem Safieddine, the head of the 
movement’s Executive Council, was martyred 
in an Israeli airstrike on Beirut in early October. 

“My agenda is to follow Nasrallah’s agenda in 
all aspects,” Qassem said, adding, “We will con-
tinue our war plan.”

Stressing that Hezbollah’s capabilities are 
great and compatible with a long war, he prom-
ised to inflict “absolute defeat” on Israel.

Qassem noted that Nasrallah was like a 
brother to him and Safieddine was a man upon 
whom Nasrallah could heavily rely on. 

He further touched upon the West’s role in 
enabling Israel’s warmongering, saying the 
movement is facing an “American, European 
and global war to put an end to our resistance.” 

Hezbollah’s support for Gaza 

Qassem also referred to Israel’s genocidal 
war on Gaza, saying Hezbollah will continue to 
support Palestinian people in the besieged ter-
ritory and “confront the danger Israel poses for 
the whole region.”

Hezbollah and Israel began trading fire a 
day after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
declared war on Gaza on October 7, 2023.  Net-
anyahu issued the order after Hamas conduct-
ed Operation Al-Aqsa Storm, a surprise military 
attack in southern Israel which dealt a severe 
blow to the regime.

Hezbollah has carried out attacks on Israel in 

solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza. 
Tens of thousands of people have been dis-

placed in northern Israel and southern Leba-
non amid the exchanges of fire between Israel 
and Hezbollah over the course of the Gaza war 
which has so far left more than 43,000 Pales-
tinian people dead. 

Israel launched a massive bombing campaign 
in Lebanon on September 23 this year which 
was later followed by a ground invasion of the 
country’s south a week later. 

Israel has killed about 2,800 people in Leba-
non and injured more than 12,700 others since 
October last year. 

Countering aggression 
In response to Israel’s air and ground as-

saults on Lebanon, Hezbollah has intensified its 
retaliatory attacks.

The movement has hit strategic military sites 
deep inside Israel. It has targeted these facili-
ties in Tel Aviv and Haifa.  

Hezbollah has also struck serious blows 
to the regime’s military on the battlefield in 
southern Lebanon. 

The Israeli army has acknowledged that 33 
soldiers have been killed in southern Lebanon 
this October. 

Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid said Mon-
day that around 12,000 Israeli soldiers have 
been either injured or killed since the beginning 
of the Israeli genocidal war on the Gaza Strip, 
which has expanded to Lebanon. 

“Eleven thousand soldiers were injured and 
890 others killed,” Lapid told Israeli Channel 12, 
underscoring that the number of dead and in-
jured soldiers in the Israeli army will continue 
to increase if Netanyahu “doesn’t do anything.”

Lapid emphasized that the military conceals 
the true casualty numbers.

Israel exhausted 
More than a year into the war of genocide on 

Gaza, the Israeli army’s reservists are exhaust-
ed and it is struggling to recruit soldiers, ac-

cording to AFP. 

Periods of reserve duty have been extended, 
and some reservists complain they are unable 
to continue their normal lives. 

According to the Israeli army, some 300,000 
reservists have been called up since the start of 
the Gaza war, 18 percent of them men over 40 
who should have been exempted.

As Israel is running out of soldiers, Hezbollah 
has put up stiff resistance on the battlefield. 

Hezbollah’s military capabilities, in particu-
lar its drones, have become Israel’s recurrent 
nightmare. On October 19, a Hezbollah drone hit 
Netanyahu’s residence in Caesarea in northern 
Israel spreading panic in Tel Aviv and beyond. 

Such attacks indicate that the decapitation of 
Hezbollah leadership has been ineffective. 

Over the past decades, the movement has 
become stronger  although Israel has assassi-
nated its leaders and commanders. 

Qassem’s first speech has also made it clear 
that such assassinations have failed to under-
mine the indomitable will of Lebanese people 
in defending their country against Israel’s ag-
gression. 

From page 1   Khallet al-Asafir 
in the town of al-Khiam, the Wati 
Al-Khiam (southeast of the town) 
twice, the Wazzani Spring, Khallet 
al-Asafir, Yaqousa, Amra (twice), 
Fatima Gate and other areas with 
rocket barrages.

The regions are all on the Leb-
anese border. The Israeli occu-
pation forces have been trying to 
infiltrate the border over the past 
month. 

Intense confrontations with 
Hezbollah fighters have halted the 
Israeli ground invasion of Lebanon. 

Israeli warplanes continue to 
bombard residential areas inside 
Lebanon, killing many civilians and 
displacing over one million others. 
Israeli missiles landing in Lebanon 
have killed an average of two chil-
dren per day over the past month, 
according to experts. 

Meanwhile, footage emerged 
on Wednesday of injured Israeli 
soldiers being treated following 
the launch of a rocket from Leb-
anon toward the Metula settle-
ment in the upper Galilee.

Israeli media published videos 
of military helicopters transfer-
ring the casualties to Rambam 
Hospital in the city of Haifa. He-
brew media also reported that 

Hezbollah does not need many 
missiles to bring a large number 
of residents into fortified areas.

Hezbollah has declared that 
“within the framework of the 
warning issued by the Islamic Re-
sistance (Hezbollah) to a number 
of settlements in the north, the Is-
lamic Resistance fighters bombed 
the following settlements with 
rocket salvos: Kiryat Shmona, Na-
hariya, Dalton, Ma’alot-Tarshiha, 
Kfar Vradim, Kabri, Meron, Rosh 
Pinna, Even Menachem.”

This week, Hezbollah issued 
evacuation orders for dozens of 
areas in northern Israel and the oc-
cupied Golan. Hezbollah warned the 
residents to “evacuate for your own 
safety” noting that “your military is 
using your settlements to launch 
attacks on Lebanon.” 

Speaking to reporters, Has-
san Fadlallah, a Hezbollah-linked 
legislator, said, “After a month of 
confrontations, the Israeli enemy 
has not been able to establish any 
foothold within Lebanese territo-
ry.”

He emphasized, “The Israeli 
occupation’s threats to kill or as-
sassinate resistance leaders will 
not be effective; rather, they will 
reinforce our commitment to de-
fend our country and uphold our 
legitimate rights.”

The Labanese member of 
parliament highlighted that 
“Hezbollah is united as one cou-
rageous force, dedicated to de-
fending the nation on all fronts. 
Its leadership, headed by Sheikh 
Naim Qassem, is solely respon-

sible for managing all aspects of 
the war and making decisions.”

Fadlallah also underlined, “The 
resistance will not allow the Is-
raeli enemy to impose its condi-
tions on our country. The occu-
pation has been trying for days 
to advance towards the town of 
Khiyam, where the resistance 
fighters are confronting it with 
strength and steadfastness.”

Experts say Hezbollah is 
thwarting all Israeli troops’ at-
tempts to infiltrate Khiyam, and is 
directing its missiles from south 
of the Litani River towards the oc-
cupation forces behind the border.

 Hezbollah bombs nine Israe-
li areas after issuing evacuation 
orders to settler to leave “for your 
own safety” 

State of disaster declared in 
Beit Lahiya amid Israeli carnage 

Naim Qassem is known for his  
encyclopedic knowledge

Gazan civilians are shockingly helpless

TEHRAN - The Israeli bloodbath in northern 
Gaza goes unchecked nearly a month into the 
regime’s new brutal offensive in the area.

 A medical source told Al Jazeera that Israel 
has slaughtered 1,250 Palestinians in north-
ern Gaza since the start of the offensive on 
October 5.

Israel has laid siege to northern Gaza ob-
structing the delivery of fuel, food and med-
icine.

It has also issued forced evacuation orders 
for Palestinians in northern Gaza while its 
troops have opened fire on people who flee 
the area. 

The regime’s army has battered the towns 
of Jabaliya, Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya. 

On Wednesday morning, the Municipality 
of Beit Lahiya declared a state of disaster in 
the town.

“We declare that the city is a disaster area 
due to the Israeli war of extermination and 
siege, and it has no food, water, hospitals, 

doctors, services, or communications,” it said.
The municipality called on the internation-

al community and organizations to pressure 
Israel to stop its attacks and allow entry of 
humanitarian aid, fuel, civil defense equip-
ment, and vehicles to help open the roads and 
remove rubble.

An Israeli airstrike on a building in Beit Lahiya 
killed more than 100 Palestinians on Tuesday. 

A spokesperson for the Palestine Red Cres-
cent Society in Gaza has called the situation in 
northern Gaza “catastrophic”. 

Oxfam has said it is unable to reach people 
in the north, accusing Israel of using starva-
tion as a weapon.

Sam Rose, senior Gaza deputy director of 
the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees, called conditions in northern Gaza 
“absolutely desperate”

Israel has killed nearly 43,200 Palestin-
ians in the Gaza Strip since declaring war on 
the territory in October last year. More than 
101,000 others have also been injured. 

From page 1   For example, he said, the in-
spiring speeches of these successive leaders 
- Sayyed Abdul Hussein Sharaf al-Din, Sayyed 
Musa al-Sadr, Sheikh Ragheb Harb, Sayyed 
Abbas al-Moussawi, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah 
– were characterized with firmness, rational-
ity, and steadfastness in confronting the di-
sastrous imperialism.

Sheikh Qassem was born in 1953.  His 
study of chemistry at the Lebanese Universi-
ty coincided with his seminary studies under 
Lebanon’s prominent religious scholars. As a 
young man, he was highly influenced by Mar-
tyr Sayyed Musa al-Sadr. 

He then contributed to the founding of Hez-
bollah in 1982. In 1991, he was elected as dep-
uty secretary-general of Hezbollah and led its 
parliamentary bloc. 

Known for his encyclopedic knowledge, 
Sheikh Qassem has published about 20 books 
in different fields that have been translated 
into several languages. His most important 
work is “Hezbollah: Methodology, Experience, 
and the Future”. It embodies the essence of his 
Islamic political philosophy. 

Among his other notable books are “Imam 
Khomeini: Authenticity and Renewal”; “Soci-
ety of Resistance: The Will to Martyrdom and 
Making Victory”; and “Youth, a Flame that 
Burns or Lights”.

Sheikh Naim Qassem also believes that the 
Zionist occupation regime needed Washing-
ton to fuel several wars in the region to per-
form its functional colonial role. This mission, 
he said, was done in partnership with major 
powers and the Security Council. Naim Qas-
sem said Israel 

pursued this policy since its establishment 
in 1948.

“The goal of the American project is to ex-
pand the Zionist entity, legitimize it and har-
ness the capabilities of the region to serve it,” 
Sheikh Qassem stated. 

He added, “Since Lebanon and its resistance 
constitute a permanent state of concern for it 
(Israel), due to its effective resistance that de-
feated it in May 2000, Lebanon’s power must 
be neutralized.”

Sheikh Qassem was referring to Hezbollah’s 
success in forcing Israel to withdraw from 
southern Lebanon in May 2000.

The basis of the American project, according 
to Sheikh Qassem, is to disarm Hezbollah as a 
pivotal supporter of the Palestinian cause. 

He noted, “Whoever thinks that Lebanon’s 
fate will be orchestrated based on what 
America decides and what comforts Israel is 
mistaken.”

The Hezbollah official added, “The road is 
long. Lebanon’s complexities cannot be sim-
plified.” 

This logic fully applies to the current reality.

In conjunction with the heroic operations 
and diplomatic steadfastness of Hezbollah 
fighters, undoubtedly, the upcoming days will 
witness achieving a new historical victory for 
the entire Lebanese nation. 

This will bring more misery to the ill-fated 
Netanyahu and other Zionist bloodsuckers. 
And with the policies that Sheikh Naim Qas-
sem will follow the Zionists’ inevitable end will 
accelerate.

From page 1   They have been fleeing from 
one place to another in the tiny, besieged en-
clave, and wherever they go fighter jets hover 
over their heads to bury them under the rub-
ble. 

They have been left alone and helpless and 
the insatiable wolfs are tearing them apart.

The world will surely feel shameful for being 
so unjustifiably passive in the face of all these 

tragedies against the Gazan civilians.

Unfortunately, there is no trust in interna-
tional organizations to bring the perpetrators 
of these indescribable crimes to justice. Even 
those who have been aiding and abetting the 
perpetrators of these horrible crimes in Gaza 
have unbelievably started a campaign against 
the International Court of Justice and the In-
ternational Criminal Court.

Hezbollah leader vows to inflict “absolute 
defeat” on Israel.

The Hezbollah chief promises steadfast 
support for Gaza in the face of  

Israel’s genocidal war.

Sheikh Naim Qassem has promised to uphold the legacy of martyr Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah. 

Hezbollah bombs 
nine Israeli areas 

after issuing 
evacuation orders to 
settler to leave “for 

your own safety” 
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Sheikh Naim Qassem inaugurates his  
leadership with a stern warning to Israel 

Hezbollah bombs Israeli military base



TEHRAN- Iran is a country re-
nowned for its rich culture and 
stunning landscapes. 

It offers a diverse range of nat-
ural attractions, including ma-
jestic mountains, vast deserts, 
and lush forests.

 With 24 national parks, each 
showcasing unique beauty and 
diverse ecosystems, it can be 
challenging to decide where to 
start your adventure.

Among them, three of Iran’s 
most significant national parks 
are Lut Desert National Park, 
Golestan National Park, and Lar 
National Park. 

Each of these parks presents a 
captivating combination of nat-
ural beauty, adventure opportu-
nities, and biodiversity, inviting 
visitors to immerse themselves 
in Iran’s ecological treasures.

 Lut Desert National Park

Lut Desert National Park, lo-
cated in Kerman province, is one 
of Iran’s largest and most beau-
tiful national parks. 

This park features a variety of 
landscapes, including deserts, 
valleys, mountains, and dry riv-
erbeds.

 Known for its stunning scen-
ery, Lut Desert is a popular des-
tination for nature lovers and 
adventure seekers.

One of the park’s highlights is 
the Lut Desert itself. 

It encompasses parts of one 
of the most expansive and chal-
lenging deserts in the world. 

Visitors can marvel at the 
arid landscape, which features 
vast plains, rugged hills, and 
salt flats. 

The park is also home to 
unique wildlife, including spe-
cies like wild goats and camels. 

Nature enthusiasts will be de-
lighted by the rich biodiversity. 
Visitors to Lut can enjoy a range 
of adventure activities, such as 
off-road driving, camping, hiking, 
and biking.

The area is known for its clear 
night sky, providing excellent 
views for stargazers. 

The remote location makes it 
possible to see the stars and ce-
lestial events without light pol-
lution.

 Additionally, the surrounding 
regions have historical sites, en-
riching the visitors’ experience 
with insights into Iranian culture.

 Golestan National Park
Golestan National Park is the 

oldest and most famous park in 
Iran.

 Established in 1956 and rec-
ognized as a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve in 1976, it is located 
mainly in northern Golestan 
province and extends into Sem-
nan province. 

This park is known for its di-
verse mountainous terrain, 
beautiful springs, rivers, and 

wetlands.
In terms of flora and fauna, 

Golestan is rich with various 
plant species, including junipers, 
plums, and berries. 

The park is also home to signif-
icant wildlife, such as leopards, 
brown bears, and many bird spe-
cies. 

The diversity of plants and an-
imals makes Golestan a popular 
spot for ecotourism.

Visitors can enjoy hiking along 
its beautiful trails, taking in 
the stunning natural scenery. 
The vibrant forests and majes-
tic mountains provide a perfect 
backdrop for photography and 
relaxation. 

The cultural significance of the 
area also adds an extra layer of 
interest for visitors looking to 
experience local traditions.

 Lar National Park
Lar National Park is located be-

tween Tehran and Mazandaran, 
nestled in the southern slopes 
of the Alborz mountain range. 
Since its recognition in 1975 and 
subsequent classification as a 

wildlife sanctuary, it has become 
known for its varied ecosystems. 

The park includes the pictur-
esque Lake Lar, which enhances 
the beauty of the area.

The park features various 
plant species, such as mountain 
pinks and wild chamomile. 

The diversity of flora sup-
ports a rich animal population, 
including Persian gazelles, 
leopards, and different bird 
species. This variety makes the 
park an ideal spot for wildlife 
observation.

Lar National Park offers nu-
merous outdoor activities, in-
cluding hiking and camping. 
Visitors can explore the diverse 
landscapes, from green forests 
to impressive mountains. 

The area around Lar Lake is 
especially popular for picnicking 
and enjoying the tranquil sur-
roundings.

Iran’s national parks, includ-
ing Lut, Golestan, and Lar, are 
not just beautiful landscapes 
but also important ecosystems. 
Each park showcases a unique 
aspect of Iran’s geography and 
invites visitors to enjoy nature 
and engage in outdoor activi-
ties. Whether you’re looking for 
thrilling adventures, peaceful 
scenery, or wildlife watching, 
these parks offer something for 
everyone.

Visiting these national parks 
allows tourists to experience the 
natural beauty of Iran while also 
understanding the connection 
between the land and Iranian 
culture. 

They are wonderful destina-
tions that encourage exploration 
and appreciation of the environ-
ment.

Lisette Muratore swam with humpback 
whales for the first time off the coast of 
Mo’orea, an island in French Polynesia, as 
part of a guided tour. She describes the expe-
rience as “overwhelming.”

“You have a sudden realization of the im-
mensity of these creatures … seeing their wild 
beauty, it’s almost like there’s something sa-
cred about them. When the baby [humpback 
whale] looked straight into my eyes it felt al-
most like I was looking at a god.”

A handful of Pacific Islands allow tourists 
to swim with humpback whales and in recent 
years, French Polynesia and Tonga have be-
come increasingly popular destinations for 
this kind of tourism.

The marine mammals, which can grow to 
around 16m in length and weigh up to 36 
tons, travel through the islands’ warm wa-
ters every year to give birth, rest and nourish 
their young before their long migration down 
to Antarctica.

Whale-watching tourism generates over 
$2 billion in revenue, according to the Inter-
national Whaling Commission – and the Pacif-
ic industry is growing. 

In French Polynesia, the number of certified 
whale-based tourism operators rose from 
60 in 2023, to 90 in 2024, according to Tahiti 
Tourism.

But their growth has raised concerns over 
the potential harm to the animals. In April, a 
report by French Polynesia’s government said 
“increasing pressure on whales from human 
activities poses a considerable risk to these 
fragile animals.” 

It said due to the rising number of whale-
based tourism operators, “cetaceans can be 
relentlessly pestered throughout the day.”

In response, French Polynesia plans to in-
troduce new rules to reduce risks to whales, 
but some in the industry say they don’t go far 
enough.

“The government just keeps giving new 
[whale watching] permits,” says Temoana 
Poole, a founder of whale-based tourism op-
erator WildMa.

Poole says boats in Mo’orea have been in-
creasing year after year – and estimates there 
are more than 50 working on his island alone. 
“They need to put a quota on it,” he says.

Guardians of the sea

In Polynesian cultures, humpback whales 
are sacred animals, often seen as guardians 
or ancestors. Earlier this year, Indigenous 
leaders from French Polynesia, New Zealand 
and other Pacific islands signed a treaty 
granting whales legal personhood in a com-
bined effort to protect them.

French Polynesia is home to one of the 
world’s largest marine sanctuaries for 
whales, and all marine mammals are protect-
ed species. 

The local tourism industry offers whale 
watching and swimming-with-whales tours. 

There are rules in place, including that 
operators must have a permit and tourists 
must swim with a certified guide.

In 2025, French Polynesia will tighten some 
regulations for whale-based tourism. 

It will introduce a quota, with only three 
boats permitted to approach a whale at the 
same time. It will restrict whale-watching 
operators to one boat for each company, and 
private boats will have to stay at least 300m 
away.

But in a move that seems at odds with 
improving protections, divers will be able to 
swim closer to whales from next year, when 
the current limit of 30m from the mammals 
will be dropped to 15m. 

The government says the new limit still 
means swimmers will be a “safe distance” 
away.

“The reality on the ground shows that at 
30m you can’t see much, and the animal of-
ten approaches out of curiosity anyway. 

But it’s still important to keep a safe dis-

tance, which we’ve set at 15m,” says Fanny 
Martre, spokesperson for the environment 
department.

Dr Mark Orams specializes in marine tour-
ism and studied whale-based tourism in Ton-
ga. He says allowing swimmers to get within 
15m of a humpback whale is “dangerous.”

“These whales are 15 meters in length. 

You get within 15 meters and you are in 
immediate proximity of their biggest weap-
on which is their tail … I would be really con-
cerned if there were approaches at that sort 
of length,” says Dr Orams.

He adds that we probably shouldn’t be 
swimming with whales – especially not with 
mothers and their calves. 

In a study he co-authored, researchers 
found that swimming with whales had a neg-
ative effect on the behavior of mothers and 
calves in Tonga.

‘Brings light into the world’

Dr Agnès Benet, marine biologist and 
founder of the not-for-profit group Mata To-
hora, has been campaigning for mandatory 
“quiet periods” during the day, without any 
boats or swimmers, to allow marine mam-
mals to rest.

“In the second biggest sanctuary for ma-
rine mammals in the world, we might expect 
to have a period of time without human ac-
tivity, to fulfil the original purpose of having a 
‘sanctuary,’” says Benet.

WildMa’s Poole wants tourists to be sold 
“whale watching” experiences rather than 
whale swimming or diving. 

Getting in the water depends on the condi-
tions being safe for the whales – and if that 
does happen it’s “the cherry on the cake.”

But experts and locals agree that whale-
based tourism can be done ethically and re-
spectfully.

Poole says that a portion of their earnings 
goes back into funding whale research and 
conservation, and supporting the local com-
munity.

He says when it’s done properly, whale 
tourism “brings so much light and love into 
the world, and to the people.”	

(Source: The Guardian)

TEHRAN- An exhibition of Iranian handicrafts 
and traditional arts was inaugurated in Kerman-
shah on Tuesday. 

The exhibit is showcasing traditional arts and 
crafts from 30 provinces across Iran, CHTN re-
ported. 

During the opening ceremony, Kermanshah 
province’s tourism chief Dariush Farmani stat-
ed that completing the value chain, promoting 
handicrafts, and supporting production are criti-
cal approaches we have adopted in the handicraft 
sector.

He added that due to the rich history of hand-
icrafts in Kermanshah, the cities of Harsin in the 
field of kilim weaving, Dalahu in the tambourine 
craft, and Nodesheh in the production of tradi-
tional footwear of giveh, along with the village of 
Fash in Kangavar as a national village for tradi-
tional instrument making, have been registered as 
national cities and villages.

Farmani also highlighted their planning efforts 
to complete the value chain for several handicraft 
sectors in the province, noting that they have al-
ready begun necessary actions for enhancing the 
value chain of kilim weaving.

“Given the positive growth and the presence of 
distinguished artists in the fields of enamel work 
and woodcraft in the province, we are also priori-
tizing the completion of the value chain for these 
two sectors,” he remarked.

He emphasized the activities undertaken in the 
area of handicraft education within the province, 
mentioning that over the past two years, free 
handicraft training has been provided to more 
than 500 individuals across Kermanshah.

Farmani noted the high enthusiasm for hand-
icraft training in Kermanshah, adding that with 
the necessary funding, they can extend training 

sessions not only in urban areas but also in small 
towns and villages.

To ensure that the training provided to enthu-
siasts is practical, he explained that during the 
handicraft education, learners are also instructed 
in packaging, advertising, marketing, and sales by 
experienced instructors in the field.

Regarding support for handicraft production in 
the province, Farmani disclosed that last year, 480 
billion rials ($800,000) in loans were allocated for 
home-based handicraft jobs, creating employ-
ment for approximately 480 individuals.

He further mentioned that there are currently 
around 1,000 more people seeking funding, and 
approximately 500 have been introduced to banks.

Emphasizing the identification of around 1,000 
handicraft artists in Kermanshah over the past 18 
months who need government support for social 
security insurance and bank loans, Farmani un-
derscored the importance of this initiative.

The 14th Handicrafts and Traditional Arts Ex-
hibition in Kermanshah features the participation 
of 220 handicraft artists from across the country 
and will come to an end on Friday.

Iranian handicrafts boast a rich history, deep-
ly embedded in the country’s cultural and artis-
tic heritage. From intricate Persian carpets and 
porcelains to decorative pottery, metalwork, and 
textile arts, Iranian crafts are renowned world-
wide for their artistry and intricate designs. Each 
province carries its own distinct styles, materials, 
and techniques, reflecting the cultural and envi-
ronmental diversity.

Currently, a selection of 13 cities and three vil-
lages in Iran have been registered by the World 
Council of Handicrafts as “world cities of handi-
crafts”.

Kermanshah, formerly Bakhtaran, the capital 
of Kermanshah province, was founded in the 4th 
century CE by Bahram IV of the Sasanian dynas-
ty. Conquered by the Arabs in 640, the town was 
called Qirmasin (Qirmashin). Under the Seljuk rule 
in the 11th century, it was the chief town of Kord-
estan. The Safavids (ruled 1501–1736) fortified 
the town, and the Qajars repulsed an attack by 
the Turks during Fath Ali Shah’s rule (1797–1834). 
Occupied by the Turkish army in 1915 during World 
War I, it was evacuated in 1917. The construction 
of a road in the 1950s over the age-old Khorasan 
track added considerably to the importance of the 
city.

TEHRAN- The descendants of benefactor 
Haj Hossein Nakhjavani, one of the founders 
of the National Library of Tabriz, have donat-
ed a remarkable collection of 81 manuscripts 
and printed works to the Tabriz Central Li-
brary.

Nakhjavani’s grandchildren Fereydoun, 
Farrokh, and Rana have contributed 70 ex-
quisitely crafted manuscripts, five litho-
graphed books, and six lead-printed volumes 
to the Tabriz Central Library, the Iran Public 
Libraries Foundation’s public relations office 
reported. 

Among the valuable donated works are 
notable manuscripts including “Geography 
of Lands and Seas” from the 8th century AH, 
“Diwan-e Mahyar,” “Diwan-e Malham Tabrizi,” 
“Nozhat al-Qulub,” “History of Alam Arai Ab-
basi,” and “Sahifa Sajjadiyya.”

The Central Library of Tabriz boasts the 
richest collection of manuscripts, litho-
graphed, and lead-printed books within the 
public libraries of the country, housing a to-
tal of 3,422 volumes. Of these, 1,163 volumes 
were donated by Haj Mohammad Nakhjavani, 
while his brother Haj Hossein Nakhjavani 
contributed 863 volumes.

A student has discovered a huge Mayan 
city centuries after it disappeared in a Mex-
ican jungle by accident.

Luke Auld-Thomas, a PhD student at Tu-
lane university in the U.S., was analyzing 
publicly available data when he found the 
buried world, which has since been named 
“Valeriana”.

The hidden city was uncovered using Li-
dar, a remote sensing method that is used to 
examine the surface of the earth. Archaeol-
ogists use the technology to try and identify 
previously unrecorded sites.

As these surveys are normally quite ex-
pensive to conduct, researchers need to pri-
orities areas where Mayan settlements are 
already known to exist.

However, Auld-Thomas and his team re-
alized they could use data from a 2013 Lidar 
survey initially commissioned for monitoring 
carbon levels in Mexican forests.

“I was on something like page 16 of Goo-
gle search and found a laser survey done by 
a Mexican organization for environmental 
monitoring,” Auld-Thomas told the BBC.

Processing the data which he found on the 
internet, the student found what others had 
missed - a huge ancient city filled with over 
6,700 structures, including pyramids, sports 
fields, and amphitheaters.

It is believed that the sprawling city dates 
between 250 to 900AD and had a population 
of 30,000 to 50,000 people at its peak.

(Source: GB News)
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TEHRAN – The Department of 
Environment (DOE) has under-
scored the need to expand coop-
eration with the United Nations.

Fortunately, close coopera-
tion in various fields indicates 
the determination of Iran and 
the United Nations to enhance 
and strengthen their relations to 
promote stability and security in 
the region and the world, Mehr 
news agency quoted Jila Meh-
di-Aqaei, a senior advisor to the 
head of the DOE, as saying.

The official made the remarks 
on the occasion of the 79th anni-
versary of the UN, the UN Day.

Unfortunately, unfair sanc-
tions have imposed significant 
challenges on all sectors, partic-
ularly the environment, limiting 
access to modern technologies 
and financial support from inter-
national communities, she said.

However, the friendly and 
long-standing relations between 
Iran and the UN should not be 
affected by the attitude of arro-
gant powers, she added.

“We are looking forward to ex-
panding environmental ties and 
developing multilateral collabo-
rations with the United Nations 
in different sectors,” the official 
noted.

She went on to say that joint 
projects have been implemented 
to preserve Iran’s wetlands and 
save Persian cheetah and bio-
logical diversity. The two sides 
have also adopted a resolution 
on dealing with sand and dust 
storms in the 6th United Nations 
Environment Assembly.

Hence “we seek to foster coop-
eration toward building capacity 
and transferring modern tech-
nologies for waste management, 
protection of wetlands, dealing 
with sand and dust storms, and 
managing pollution and climate 

change impacts,” the official 
stressed.

Main environmental policies 
President Masoud Pezeshki-

an’s administration has offered 
a program with a focus on the 
preservation of the environment 
and the stability of the country.

The program is structured 
around six axes: moving towards 
a green economy; managing and 
improving various quantitative 
and qualitative dimensions of 
environmental imbalances (such 
as economy, energy, and water); 
effectively protecting biologi-
cal resources (including natu-
ral resources and biodiversity); 
achieving good environmental 
governance; addressing public 
demands in the field of environ-
ment, and enhancing interna-
tional bilateral or multilateral 
cooperation in the field of envi-
ronment.

To compile the program, gen-
eral environmental policies, Ar-
ticle 50 of the Constitution, and 
other national policy documents 
have been taken into account.

Moreover, the president-elect 
has highlighted the necessity of 
observing environmental consid-
erations in development plans.

Pezeshkian believes that no 

development plan should be 
initiated without taking envi-
ronmental considerations into 
account; in other words, the en-
vironment should be the central 
pillar of all development matters.

Referring to the increasing 
occurrence of sand and dust 
storms (SDSs) in the region and 
the environmental statement 
on bolstering environmental di-
plomacy, the administration of 
Pezeshkian will definitely en-
dorse regional and global inter-
actions to tackle not only SDSs 
issue but also water diplomacy 
and transboundary waters as 
other critical issues.

Exchanging regional and glob-
al experiences in the field of en-
vironment, laying the ground for 
facilitating interactions and ben-
efiting from global experiences 
and modern knowledge, and par-
ticipating at various levels of en-
vironment-related negotiations 
in order to attract resources, 
enhance capabilities and secure 
national interests are parts of 
objectives in this context.

Drafting a binding legal doc-
ument within the framework 
of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity to protect biodiversity, 
and manage valuable ecosys-

tems such as national parks and 
national natural monuments has 
been highlighted.

Also, preventing the extinction 
of endangered species including 
cheetah, and bustard will be a 
top priority.

UN Day
During a ceremony held in  

Tehran on the occasion of the 
79th anniversary of the United 
Nations, the Iranian deputy for-
eign minister for legal and inter-
national affairs, Kazem Gharib-
abadi said that Iran, as one of 
the founders of the UN, stands 
committed to promotion of mul-
tilateralism and efforts aimed at 
fostering the culture of global 
peace, justice, cooperation and 
coexistence based on interna-
tional law and principles of the 
UN Charter, Press TV reported.

“Resolution of existing region-
al and international crises and 
challenges is not possible with-
out the collective efforts of all 
countries and nations,” the Irani-
an diplomat said.

United Nations Day recogniz-
es the founding of the United 
Nations (UN) in 1945. The cele-
bration is observed annually on 
October 24th. 

The mission of the United Na-
tion is to maintain international 
peace and security.

The UN also sets terms for 
protecting human rights around 
the world. In 1948, they created 
international law with a Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights.

The member nations deliver 
humanitarian aid to populations 
in crisis. The first aid delivered 
was an immediate response to 
the devastation following World 
War II.

Another aim of the interna-
tional organization is to promote 
sustainable development.

From page 1 One of the main objectives of 
the conference is to shape a future in which 
every family can flourish.

 Demographic changes affecting family 
well-being 

This year, the International Day of Family, 
celebrated annually on May 15, provided an 
opportunity to reflect on social, economic, 
and demographic changes that affect the 
structure and stability of families.

It aimed to raise awareness of how climate 
change impacts families and the role families 
can play in climate action.

Climate change negatively impacts the 
health and well-being of families through 
increased pollution, while extreme weather 
events exacerbated by climate change, such 
as hurricanes, droughts, and floods, often 

lead to forced displacement and loss of liveli-
hoods for families and individuals.

Such events impact agricultural productiv-
ity and access to water, intensifying hunger 
and vulnerability.

They cause economic disruption in indus-
tries sensitive to climate impacts such as ag-
riculture and fisheries.

Empowering families through education, 
changing consumption habits, and advocacy 
is critical for meaningful and effective cli-
mate action. 

Through family and community initiatives, 
we can foster climate action with education, 
access to information, training, and commu-
nity participation.

Families pass values across generations, 
so instilling sustainable habits and climate 
awareness in families from an early age is 
important.

Integrating circular economy principles 
into early childhood education can help build 
a sustainable economic model based on min-
imizing waste and regenerating natural re-
sources. 

Families as consumers and advocates can 
drive the transition to a circular economy.

TEHRAN –Anzali Wetland in the northern Gi-
lan province is playing host to the first group of 
migratory birds, especially pelicans.

Covering more than 19,000 hectares, the 
Wetland is located near the Caspian Sea.

Every year, hundreds of white and gray peli-
cans land in Anzali Wetland to spend the winter, 
IRIB reported. 

The grey pelican is known to be among 
the threatened species. 

Main wintering habitat in West Asia

Iran is the most important country in West 
Asia in terms of housing migratory birds in win-
ter as around two million birds fly each year to 
spend winter in the country’s wetlands, accord-
ing to an official with the Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE). 

Encompassing numerous wetlands, reser-
voirs, and diverse water bodies, Iran welcomes 
millions of migratory birds every year.

The country has also emerged as the most 
important stopover for migratory birds in their 
flight route from Siberia to the Nile as sixteen 
percent of them select to spend the winter in the 
country, ISNA quoted Hassan Akbari as saying.

He made the remarks on the occasion of 
World Migratory Bird Day which is celebrated on 
May 11 to raise awareness about the importance 
of migratory birds and the need to protect them.

A diverse array of migratory birds fly to the 
country, with more than 160 species of aqua and 
waterside birds identified in Iran which is a sig-
nificant number.

Despite limited water resources in the do-
mestic habitats of the country, the study of the 
migratory bird population trend shows that the 
abundance and diversity of the birds that enter 
the country have not decreased. The majority of 
them have flown to the coastal areas of the Cas-
pian and the Persian Gulf, though.

Iran hosts more than five percent of the 
world’s migratory birds in 450 sites in winter, 
Akbari said.

“Every year some 30 to 40 million birds are 
counted all over the world and the related sta-
tistics are recorded in the International Water-
fowl Census (IWC) database,” he added.

The collected data and related analyses have 
significant scientific value in protecting wet-
lands, beaches, and biodiversity, he noted.

Iran joined the international census of winter-
ing water birds as the first West Asian country 
at the same time as European countries in 1976.

In the early years, the counting of water birds 
was limited to the species that could be hunt-
ed including swans, geese, ducks, and common 
terns. Since 1987, other aquatic birds have been 
added to the list.

Pointing out that in the past 6 decades, the 
counting of wintering water birds in Iran has 
been a priority of the Department of Environ-
ment, he added, “Thanks to favorable geograph-
ical conditions, climatic diversity, wetlands, and 
aquatic habitats, including the Caspian Sea in 
the north, the Persian Gulf and the Oman Sea in 
the south, Iran hosts millions of migratory and 
wintering water birds yearly.”

The annual census for migratory birds in 
Iran begins in the middle of the Iranian calen-
dar month of Dey (December 22-January 20) 
and ends in the middle of the month of Bahman 
(January 21-February 19) in more than 450 sites 
in 30 provinces with the help of headquarters, 
provincial experts and professional birdwatch-
ers of non-governmental organizations.

In the last three decades, over 8.1 million birds 
were counted on average, which is about five 
percent of the world’s population of migratory 
birds and more than 16 percent of the popula-
tion of migrant birds taking the route from Si-
beria to the Nile.

In 2015, the DOE initiated an effort with the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
aiming to preserve and revive the country’s 
wetlands.

In the next phase in 2017, the government 
of Japan supported the project focusing on the 
sustainable management of water and soil re-
sources around Urmia Lake as well as Shadegan 
and Bakhtegan wetlands.

It is a five-year plan, voluntarily supported by 
Japan, to take advantage of both their financial 
and technical assistance, ISNA quoted Mojtaba 
Zoljoodi, an official with the Department of En-
vironment, as saying. Three years have passed 
since the implementation of the project, he add-
ed.

“To implement the program in the remaining 
two years, we are consulting with the govern-
ment of Japan and other governments that are 
willing to cooperate with Iran to be able to im-
plement the project properly.

The plan to conserve Iran’s wetlands is one 
of the good practical projects that, if continues, 
can help not only the wetlands of Iran but also 
the wetlands of other countries.”

The results of the implementation of the 
project in 200 villages concerning water con-
sumption have shown that a good amount of 
water in the agriculture sector has been saved. 
In addition, productivity, quality of the products, 
and the economic income of the family have in-
creased.

TEHRAN – The eighth day of Aban – the 8th 
Iranian calendar month, which falls on Octo-
ber 29, has been registered on the national 
calendar as the ‘Ranger Day’.

Rangers and environmental defenders are 
at the forefront of protecting wildlife, natural 
resources, and ecosystems, sometimes sac-
rificing their lives to preserve nature.

The day aims to honor these officials’ key 
role in safeguarding natural resources and 
biodiversity.

In the country, there is currently one ranger 
for every 30,000 to 40,000 hectares of pro-
tected areas, while usually there should be 
one ranger for 1,000 to 3,000 hectares. 

Over 100 species of vertebrates in the 
country are in danger of extinction, and about 
160 species are protected.

In order to protect the country’s environ-
ment well, the number of rangers should in-
crease by 10 times, Hassan Akbari, the former 
deputy head of natural environment and bio-
diversity of the Department of Environment, 
said in September 2022.

Some species such as the Asiatic cheetah, 
great bustard, and fallow deer are at risk of 
extinction and are in a more critical situation, 
some species such as the Persian zebra have 
limited habitats, and some such as the bus-
tards are damaged by trafficking, on the oth-
er hand, the habitats of some animals that 
have a large territory such as leopard are oc-
cupied, each of them faces specific problems 
and each of them needs its own methods, and 
packages for protection, Akbari highlighted.

He went on to note that illegal hunting 

takes place in the protected areas, especially 
the prohibited hunting areas, to a small ex-
tent and to a significant extent in the free 
areas, where there are not enough forces to 
protect them.

 World Ranger Day
World Ranger Day is observed annually on 

the 31st of July and is celebrated by the Inter-
national Ranger Federation’s (IRF’s) member 
Associations worldwide.

World Ranger Day both commemorates 
Rangers killed or injured in the line of duty 
and celebrates the critical work Rangers do 
to protect the world’s natural and cultural 
treasures.

The first World Ranger Day was observed in 
2007 on the 15th anniversary of the founding 
of the IRF.
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Iran finds herbal medicines 
effective in COVID-19 
treatment 

Two herbal drugs that are effective in healing the symptoms of 
COVID-19 have been permitted to be produced domestically.

The Food and Drug Administration has approved four domes-
tically produced herbal medicine effective in the treatment of 
COVID-19 and has issued a production license for two of them.
Kianoush Jahanpour, the spokesman for the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, told IRNA on Monday that “none of these drugs are a 
cure for COVID-19, but they have effects to reduce the symptoms 
of this disease and should be further investigated.”The first herbal 
medicine in this collection is an oral spray containing six herbal 
essential oils, and according to the results of a clinical trial pre-
sented, if used, it helps to improve the pulmonary complications 
of coronavirus, including shortness of breath, cough, and arterial 
oxygenation, he explained.

تولید دو داروی گیاهی موثر در درمان کرونا در 
ایران

سازمان غذا و دارو ی ایران چهار فرآورده طبیعی تولید داخل با اجزای 
گیاهی برای بهبود علایم کووید۱۹ را تایید کرده و مجوز تولید را برای 

دو مورد آنها صادر کرده است.
کیانوش جهانپور سخنگوی سازمان غذا و دارو روز دوشنبه در گفت وگو 
با ایرنا گفت: هیچکدام از این داروها داروی درمان کووید۱۹ نیستند اما 
بررسی  باید مراحل  و  اند  بیماری داشته  این  بهبود علایم  اثراتی برای 

بیشتر را طی کنند.
وی گفت: اولین داروی گیاهی از این مجموعه یک اسپری دهانی حاوی 
6 اسانس گیاهی است و با توجه به نتایج کارآزمایی بالینی ارائه شده در 
صورت مصرف به بهبود عوارض ریوی کووید۱۹ شامل تنگی نفس، سرفه 

و اکسیژن رسانی شریانی کمک می کند.
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An exhibition of artworks by Palestinian 
artists is underway at the P21 Gallery in London, 
England, and will be open to the public until 
December 21.

Titled “Art of Palestine - From the River to the 
Sea,” it is a unique showcase that aims to share 
the vibrant culture, heritage, and struggles of 
the Palestinian people through various artistic 
expressions.

According to the gallery website, the exhibit 
features a diverse range of talented Palestinian 
artists, including those currently living in Gaza. 
The exhibition is the second project at the P21 
Gallery by Palestine Museum US.

Over 25 Palestinian artists are participating 
in the exhibit. Notable works include pieces by 
renowned abstract artist Samia Halaby, West 
Bank-based Nabil Anani, and muralist Taqi 
Spateen. 

The exhibit also showcases works by Gaza 
residents Maisara Baroud and Mohammed 
Alhaj, along with art from recently evacuated 
Gaza artists. 

A special display features artwork by Gaza 
children depicting their experiences during 
previous attacks. Additionally, this exhibit will 
highlight a selection of relevant embroidery 
panels from The Palestinian History Tapestry, 
marking its first showing since the merger with 
the Museum.

This exhibition serves as a platform for 
Palestinian artists to express their experiences, 
identities, and narratives through art. Through 
paintings, sculptures, installations, and other 
forms of artistic creations, these artists shed 
light on the rich cultural tapestry and the 
challenges faced by the Palestinian people. 

From traditional motifs to contemporary 
interpretations, the “Art of Palestine” exhibit 
offers a glimpse into the collective memory 

and resilience of the Palestinian people. Each 
artwork tells a story, reflects a perspective, and 
invites viewers to engage with the complexities 
of Palestinian life, history, and aspirations. 

The showcase not only celebrates the 
creativity and talent of Palestinian artists but 
also provides a critical space for dialogue, 
reflection, and awareness about the Palestinian 
culture and heritage. It aims to foster 
understanding, empathy, and solidarity with 
the Palestinian people, highlighting their vibrant 
artistic expressions as a form of resistance and 
resilience in the face of occupation, apartheid 
rule, and the Gaza genocide. 

Art enthusiasts, cultural aficionados, and 
advocates for social justice are invited to visit 
the “Art of Palestine” exhibition and immerse 
themselves in the beauty, depth, and significance 
of Palestinian art. Through this showcase, 
attendees can deepen their appreciation for 
Palestinian culture, support Palestinian artists, 
and contribute to a greater understanding of 
the Palestinian narrative. 

The Palestine Museum US is the first 
museum in the Americas dedicated to the rich 
heritage and history of Palestine. Located in 
Woodbridge, Connecticut, the U.S., the museum 
seeks to promote dialogue, understanding, and 
appreciation of Palestinian culture through its 
diverse exhibitions and educational programs.

Health authorities in Gaza said Monday that 
the confirmed death toll in the coastal enclave 
has surpassed 43,000 while over 101,000 others 
have been injured. The majority of the dead are 
women and children.

Israel’s war on Gaza has displaced nearly 
the entire civilian population amid an ongoing 
blockade that has led to severe shortages of 
food, clean water, and medicine.

Mediation efforts led by the U.S., Egypt, and 
Qatar to reach a cease-fire and prisoner swap 
agreement between Israel and Hamas have 
failed over Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s refusal to halt the war.

Israel also faces a genocide case at the 
International Court of Justice for its actions in 
the Palestinian enclave.

More women and children have been killed in 
Gaza by the Israeli military over the past year 
than the equivalent period of any other conflict 
over the past two decades, new Oxfam analysis 
has found.  

As hostilities and tragic loss of life spread 
in Lebanon and the West Bank - including East 
Jerusalem - the regional escalation underscores 
the urgent need for an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire. 

Throughout the last year, Israel has 
committed serious violations of IHL at a level 
which may rise to the level of crimes against 
humanity. This includes a level of destruction 
observed which is indicative of Israel’s use of 
disproportionate force in relation to military 
objectives and a failure to discriminate between 
military targets and the civilian population. 
Israeli military has relentlessly targeted 
infrastructure indispensable to civilian survival. 
Civilians have been forcibly displaced dozens of 
times to so-called safe zones that fail to meet 
humanitarian obligations and have also been 
regularly bombed or attacked.  

TEHRAN-Six feature films from 
Iran are present at the 12th Asian 
Film Festival Barcelona (AFFBCN), 
which was launched in the Spanish 
city on October 24.

The Iranian films include “A 
Childless Village” directed by Reza 
Jamali, “Green Plum Season” by 
Ali Bayat, “Junks and Dolls” by 
Manijeh Hekmat, “The Ropewalker 
Memories” by Hamed Rajabi, “Waltz 
for Three” by Arman Zarrinkoub, and 
“When You Were Not Here” by Kaveh 
Sajjadi Hosseini, ISNA reported.

“A Childless Village” is a film-in-
film comedy about a small village, 
where no children have been born 
for a while and all the men assume 
that it is the fault of the women.

Two decades ago, old filmmaker 
Kazem came to this remote rural 
village to make a documentary 
about the barrenness of the village 
women. But the village women 
wanted to protect their dignity, so 
they stole and burnt the footage.

By today, the villagers have 
found out that the men are sterile 
and there is nothing wrong with 
the women. With the help of his 
assistant, Kazem tries to record 
some interviews with the infertile 
men to unfold the truth in a new 
movie, but this turns out in many 
ways to be a Mission: Impossible.

“Green Plum Season” tells the 
story of Ata, who after resigning 
from his position as a judge, 
retreats to his family’s villa in the 
countryside, only to be met with 
a chilly reception from his son, 
Farhad, who has recently been 
released from prison.

As Ata’s wife, Giti, files for divorce, 
tensions escalate, and the family 
is thrown into turmoil. However, 
their already strained relationships 
are further complicated when a 
car accident claims Farhad’s life 
and leaves Giti paralyzed. In the 
aftermath of the tragedy, Ata finds 
himself caught in a web of lies as he 
tries to shield Giti from the truth. 
Meanwhile, Farhad’s girlfriend, Vida, 
becomes increasingly suspicious of 
the circumstances surrounding his 
death.

“Junks and Dolls” revolves 
around a couple, who is destined to 
build up their life in the heart of a 
waste depot in the heart of Iranian 
north forests. They begin to make 
different things with the junks they 
find and to make friends with the 

other people… but what remains of 
the people who are determined to 
fight their nature?

“The Ropewalker Memories” is 
about a young man and his father, 
who share a close living arrangement 
in the same apartment. Despite his 
son’s objections, the father invites 
sex workers into their home. One 
day, he brings home a woman who 
refuses to leave. Both father and 
son join forces to persuade her to 
depart. However, when she finally 
departs of her own accord, her 
absence becomes unbearable for 
the two men.

“Waltz for Three” is a 
psychological drama filled with 
mystery and tension. The story 
follows Mahmoud, who returns 
home after a long absence. His 
return coincides with a disturbing 
event: Fakhri, his mother, receives 
a call from the psychiatric hospital 
that will change their lives 
forever. As they try to maintain an 
appearance of normalcy, a police 
officer bursts into their home, intent 
on investigating the family’s past. 
Gradually, dark family secrets begin 
to surface, unleashing a series of 
revelations that will challenge their 
familial bonds.

“When You Were Not Here” offers 
a demystified and contemporary 
reading of the epic poem, the 
“Odyssey”. Marziyeh, a young 
mother, has been taking care of and 
providing for her children during 
the years that her husband, Farhad, 
has been away. He fled illegally 

to Australia with his landlord’s 
son. One night, after five years of 
disappearance, Farhad returns 
home and spends the night with 
Marziyeh, but, against all odds, 
the next morning he disappears 
again. This time, Marziyeh begins 
to actively and desperately search 
for him. In addition to the screening 
of films from Iran, two Iranians 
are present as jurors in the main 
section of the festival. Kamyar 
Mohsenin and Nastaran Molavi are 
serving on the jury panel of the 
official competition.

Kamyar Mohsenin, 53, worked 
as a film critic and translator with 
different film magazines as well 
as Iranian National Film Archive 
publications, and then started an 
analytical TV Program, “Film 90’s”, 
as a researcher and co-creator in 
1996. 

Mohsenin began his collaboration 
with the Farabi Cinema Foundation 
as a research executive in 1998. 
During his cooperation with Farabi 
until 2018, he was involved in the 
organization of such international 
film events as Fajr, Iranian Film 
Market, Children and Young Adults, 
Kish, Urban, etc. 

He has been a lecturer in different 
courses on the history of cinema 
and a film critic in the International 
Film Guide, film magazines, papers, 
and TV programs. He worked with 
the Fajr International Film Festival 
from 2016 to 2021 as the manager 
of international relations and 
programming director. After leaving 

Farabi, with Amir and Mohmmad 
Esfandiari, he co-founded the 
private sector company, IRIMAGE, in 
late 2018.

Nastaran Molavi, 55, studied 
stage acting and directing in 
Niavaran Art School. She was also 
active as a puppeteer in Kanoon 
for some time. Afterwards, Molavi 
began her work as a film critic, 
working with film magazines such 
as Film and Art (as editor in chief), 
Soroush, Cinema Weekly, Form and 
Criticism, etc. 

Molavi was the international 
senior programmer of Fajr 
International Film Festival, 
accredited by FIAPF as an 
international competitive film 
festival in 2021. She has been active 
as board member and PR executive 
of IRIMAGE since 2018.

This year’s Barcelona Asian Film 
Festival hosts over a hundred films 
representative of the experimental 
and independent cinema of the new 
Asian cinema, with the participation 
of filmographies from 20 countries 
in Asia and the Pacific.

The festival will award a total of 
18 prizes to the winners in different 
categories, as chosen by a jury of 
directors, film critics, and writers.

This year, the festival incorporates 
a course dedicated to Asian cinema, 
a series of round tables, in addition 
to presentations and discussions 
with guest directors. 

The 12th edition of the Asian Film 
Festival Barcelona will conclude on 
November 3.
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Patience is of two kinds: patience over what pains you, and patience 
against what you covet.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:49       Evening: 17:37     Dawn: 4:55 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 6:19  (tomorrow)

Palestinian artists’ works on display at London gallery

Asian Film Festival Barcelona 
hosting six feature films from Iran

OCTOBER 31, 2024

Israel bans UN relief agency UNRWA
Cartoonist: Kamal Sharaf from Yemen

Cartoon of Day

TEHRAN-The Persian translation of the 
book “11 Lives: Stories from Palestinian Exiles” 
compiled and edited by Muhammad Ali Khalidi 
has been released in the bookstores across 
Iran.

Soore Mehr Publication has published the 
book in 336 pages with a translation by Habib 
Yousefzadeh, Mehr reported.

Written by the refugees themselves, this 
highly original anthology of Palestinians forced 
to live outside their homeland brings together 
stories of what it means to be exiled, reflections 
on the events that led to being displaced, and 
the raw experience of daily life in a camp.

The 11 lives given voice in the book are 
unique, each an expression of the myriad 
displacements that war and occupation have 
forced upon Palestinians since the Nakba of 
1948. At the same time, they form a collective 
testament of a people driven from their homes 
and land by colonial occupation. Each story 
is singular; and each tells the story of all 
Palestinians.

As Edward Said argued in 1984, the object of 
Israel’s colonial warfare is not only material—
seeking to minimize Palestinian existence as 
such—but is also a narrative project that aims 
to obliterate Palestinian history “as possessed 
of a coherent narrative direction pointed 
towards self-determination.”

Through the book, Palestinian refugees 
narrate their own histories. The product of a 
creative-writing workshop organized by the 
Institute for Palestine Studies in Lebanon, 
“11 Lives” tells of children’s adventures in 
the alleyways of refugee camps, of teenage 
martyrs and ghosts next-door, of a UNRWA 
teacher’s dismay at the shallowness of her 
colleagues, and of the love, labor, and land that 
form the threads of a red keffiyeh.

What unites these 11 stories is “the 
inadmissible existence of the Palestinian 

people” highlighted by Said. Their words 
persist, as one contributor writes, “between 
the Nakba and the Naksa, throughout defeats 
and massacres, love affairs and revolutions.” 
The stories of Palestinians in exile are also 
open-ended, and will continue to reverberate 
across borders until Palestine is free.

The book contains contributions by Nadia 
Fahed, Intisar Hajaj, Yafa Talal El-Masri, Youssef 
Naanaa, Ruba Rahme, Hanin Mohammad 
Rashid, Mira Sidawi, Wedad Taha, Salem Yassin, 
Taha Younis, and Mahmoud Mohammad Zeidan.

Born in Lebanon to a Lebanese mother and 
a Palestinian father, Muhammad Ali Khalidi is 
a Palestinian philosopher. He holds a Ph.D. in 
philosophy from Columbia University.

He is the Presidential Professor of philosophy 
at CUNY Graduate Center, where he teaches 
and publishes in the philosophy of science. He 
has also served as a professor of philosophy 
at York University in Toronto and taught at 
the American University of Beirut, University 
of Nevada at Reno, and (as a post-doc) at the 
University of Chicago and Columbia University.

His main areas of research are in the 
philosophy of science (with an emphasis on 
cognitive science) and the philosophy of mind. 

He has been particularly focused on 
analyzing mental phenomena such as: memory, 
concepts, and innateness, and what role they 
play in contemporary cognitive science. He 
is also interested in scientific classification 
schemes and in the means of distinguishing 
artificial categories from real ones in both the 
natural and social sciences.

He has written on various aspects of the 
question of Palestine, including Palestinian 
refugee rights. He has also translated a 
wide range of texts from Arabic into English 
including the collection “Medieval Islamic 
Philosophical Writings”.

“11 Lives: Stories from Palestinian Exiles” 
available in Persian
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