
Iran’s exports to D-8 
countries increase 
by 24%

TEHRAN - The value of Iranian exports to 
the Developing-8 (D-8), a group of eight de-
veloping Islamic nations, increased by over 
24 percent in the first eight months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 20-No-
vember 21) compared to the same period last 
year, according to the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

During this period, Iran exported approx-
imately 13.6 million tons of goods worth 
$6.317 billion to seven of the D-8 member 
countries. In terms of weight, exports grew 
by around 26 percent, IRIB reported.

Turkey was the primary destination for 
Iranian exports, importing around 9.4 million 
tons of goods valued at over $4.4 billion. Pa-
kistan and Indonesia followed as the second 
and third-largest importers, respectively.

The D-8 group, established in 1997 by 
former Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, consists of Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Egypt, and 
Nigeria. The organization’s primary goals in-
clude fostering economic and trade coopera-
tion, facilitating scientific collaboration, and 
promoting technology exchange among its 
members.  Page 4

Iran lauds Yemen’s 
‘honorable resistance’ as 
Sana’a vows to maintain 
pressure on Israel 

TEHRAN – Footage from Sana’a, the Yemeni cap-
ital, shows civilians fleeing a large explosion caused 
by airstrikes in the city center Saturday night.

Though the scenes are likely shocking to out-
side observers, they represent a grim normality 
for Yemenis, who have endured a Saudi-led co-
alition war since 2015 and regular U.S. and UK 
airstrikes since last year.

Saturday’s attacks were carried out by Wash-
ington which claimed to have targeted a missile 
storage facility and a “command-and-control” 
site in the middle of the capital. The only re-
ported casualty so far is a fighter jet downed 
over the Red Sea, which the Pentagon attribut-
ed to “friendly fire”. 

“These attacks will have no impact on our 
stance,” A male citizen in his 20s told local Yem-
eni media the next morning. “We will continue 
to support our brothers and sisters in Pal-
estine. I have no right to complain about last 
night’s attacks when civilians are being butch-
ered in Gaza every day. This is not how a Muslim 
should act.”   Page 2

Iran celebrates 3rd 
anniversary of Yalda 
Night’s UNESCO 
designation

TEHRAN- A ceremony commemorating the 
third anniversary of Yalda Night’s listing on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage list 
was attended by Iranian Minister of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, Seyyed 
Reza Salehi-Amiri, along with a number 
of cultural heritage officials and foreign 
ambassadors in Tehran on Saturday.

During the ceremony, Salehi-Amiri 
congratulated attendees on Yalda Night and 
the birthday of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (SA), 
Mehr reported.

“Tonight, we have gathered to celebrate 
one of our primary cultural elements, Yalda 
Night. We honor both Yalda Night and the 
birth anniversary of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra 
(SA)this evening.”  Page 6

Iran marks National 
Women’s Day with 
calls for unity, 
empowerment

TEHRAN – On National Women’s Day, 
Iranian officials highlighted the critical 
role of women in shaping the country’s 
progress and called for unwavering 
protection of human rights.

President Masoud Pezeshkian, along 
with other key figures, reaffirmed their 
commitment to gender equality, justice, 
and the empowerment of women, both 
in domestic policy and international 
diplomacy.

Speaking on Sunday, Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian stated that violations 
of human rights, no matter who commits 
them or their position, must be addressed 
through dialogue, legal action, or other 
appropriate measures.  Page 3
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US wages new attacks on 
Yemen

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN – The United States carried out fresh attacks 
in the Yemeni capital just hours after an Ansarullah 
hypersonic missile attack injured Israelis in Tel Aviv. 

Reports indicate a large explosion targeted the capital, 
Sanaa, accompanied by intensive warplane activity in the 
skies.

The U.S. attacks came hours after Yemen struck Tel 
Aviv, Israel’s commercial hub, with a supersonic missile 
that left 16 people wounded. It was the second attack by 
Yemen in a matter of few days.

A statement from U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) 
claimed the targets hit by American forces included a 
missile storage site and a “command-and-control facility.”

CENTCOM also claimed to have intercepted several 
Yemeni drones and an anti-ship cruise missile over the 
Red Sea. 

The Sanaa government has accused the United States 
of two hostile airstrikes, which targeted the Attan district 
in an “act of aggression” against civilians. 

Plight of Palestinians: Israeli 
genocide shows no sign of 
abating 

By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN- Israel continues to slaughter Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip amid the international community’s 
deafening silence over the regime’s atrocities in the 
besieged territory. 

Israeli jet fighters pounded a school in Gaza City 
on Sunday morning killing at least eight Palestinians, 
including children. 

Displaced families had sought refuge in the Musa Bin 
Nusayr School.

The Israeli military claimed that Hamas used the school 
as a command center to carry out attacks against the 
regime’s forces. It, however, failed to provide any evidence 
to back up the claim. 

In the northern town of Beit Lahiya, the director of 
Kamal Adwan Hospital said the Israeli army ordered staff 
to evacuate the medical site and move patients to another 
facility. 

US draft resolution intended 
to confront Hezbollah as CBS 
scrutinizes Pager Massacre 

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT - The CBS’s 60 Minutes planned to broadcast 
an episode on Sunday on Israel’s Pagers and Walki-Talkie 
Massacre against Hezbollah on September 17-18, 2024. In 
her episode, Leslie Stahl conducts interviews with agents 
of the Mossad who planned for the operation over a period 
of about two years.

This crime obviously is an aggression against the Lebanese 
state as Israel has violated all the rules prohibited in security 
wars. The four Geneva Conventions, which form the basis 
of international humanitarian law, consider combatants 
as civilians as long as they are not directly involved in the 
fighting. They also prohibit any attack that causes excessive 
harm to civilians that Israel deliberately breached, which is 
classified as a full-fledged war crime.

Since international law stipulates the prosecution 
of those responsible for violations of international 
humanitarian law, those who made the decision and 
carried out this indiscriminate killing must be held 
accountable before the International Criminal Court.
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China’s 
economy 
braves the 

wind and the waves 
and sails steadily 
into the future

By Chinese Ambassador to Iran Cong Peiwu

    TEHRAN- The Central Economic Work 
Conference was held in Beijing recently. In 
the critical year of achieving the objectives 
and tasks laid down in the 14th Five-Year 
Plan (2021-2025), after the successful 
convening of the Third Plenary Session of 
the 20th CPC Central Committee, how this 
important conference will plan for China’s 
economy has attracted worldwide attention. 

I would like to share a few ideas with Ira-
nian friends from all walks of life in this re-
gard:

The Conference analyzed the current eco-
nomic situation. In the face of a complicated 
and challenging environment of increasing 
external pressure and growing internal dif-
ficulties, the Chinese government has unit-
ed and led the Chinese people of all ethnic 
groups to respond calmly and implement 
comprehensive measures.  Page 4

Courageous 
Syrian Youth Will 
Expel Zionists 
from Syria



From page 1   Yemeni armed forc-
es have been carrying out numerous 
operations in support of Palestin-
ians since Israel began its ongoing 
war in Gaza in October of 2023. Ye-
men’s help was initially limited to 
operations in the Red Sea, where it 
has been targeting Israeli-owned or 
Israeli-bound ships in a direct re-
sponse to Israel’s full siege of Gaza. 
The Israeli Port of Eilat remains 
deserted as a result of the Red Sea 
attacks.

The Ansarullah movement in Ye-
men gradually upped the scale and 
impact of its offensives, moving to-
wards targeting military sites inside 
the occupied territories. Its latest 
operation taking place in the early 
hours of Saturday, laid bare the lim-
its of the regime’s long talked-up 
defense systems. 

The Israeli military acknowledged 
that it was unable to intercept the 
Yemeni ballistic missiles launched 
in the attack, confirming two were 
fired. 16 Israelis were injured on 
Saturday, according to regime-con-
trolled media.

‘Yemen observes strategic resis-
tance against Israel’

Ansarullah’s operations in soli-
darity with Palestine have garnered 
immense support among the Yemeni 
population. Almost every week, mil-
lions of people gather in major cities 
across the country to express their 

commitment to the Palestinian cause.
In an interview on Iran’s national 

television, Yemen’s Ambassador to 
Tehran, Ibrahim Mohammed al-Dai-
lami, delivered a powerful message 
about Yemen’s unwavering support 
for Palestine and its strategic resis-
tance against the Zionist regime.

Ambassador al-Dailami said he 
believes Israel will not be able to 
sway Yemen’s unwavering resolve: 
“Yemen, as the main arena of the 
Resistance Axis, which confronts 
the Zionist and American plan and 
stands against the aggression of the 
Zionist regime against our nation’s 
children in Palestine, believes that 
the Zionist regime cannot counter 
Yemeni tactics.”

He also addressed the broader 
implications of Yemen’s resistance, 
noting that the Zionist regime seeks 
to attract Western support to bol-

ster its defense systems and mili-
tary capabilities. “The Zionist regime 
now wants to invoke their sympathy 
to support itself, which indicates 
that the Zionist regime cannot sup-
port itself alone and must garner the 
backing of the West and America,” he 
remarked.

The envoy concluded by reiterat-
ing Yemen’s commitment to its core 
objective: forcing an end to Zionist 
aggression and lifting the siege on 
Gaza. He emphasized this as a fun-
damental goal of both Yemen and 
the broader Axis of Resistance. 

‘West’s ultimate goal is to weak-
en Islamic nations’

In a telephone conversation on 
Wednesday, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi discussed the state 
of bilateral relations and the latest 
developments in the region with his 
Yemeni counterpart, Jamal Ahmad 

Ali Amer. 

During their call, Araghchi con-
demned the attacks by the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and 
the Zionist regime on Yemen. He 
stressed that these blatant viola-
tions of international law by the U.S. 
are executed on behalf of the Zionist 
regime as part of a joint strategy to 
weaken Islamic countries and domi-
nate the region.

“Despite all its crimes and ag-
gressions, and the limitless support 
it receives from the United States 
and other Western countries, par-
ticularly the U.S., the Zionist regime 
has not been able to achieve its evil 
goals,” Araghchi stated, expressing 
his appreciation for the honorable 
resistance and support of the Yeme-
ni people for the oppressed people of 
Palestine. 

Yemen’s Amer provided an update 
on the latest developments in Ye-
men and expressed his gratitude for 
Iran’s support. He acknowledged the 
efforts of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in standing with the Yemeni govern-
ment and people against enemy ag-
gressions.

“The efforts of the United States 
and Israel are aimed at dominating 
the region. The great Islamic coun-
tries and their people must use their 
immense capacities to prevent these 
ambitions from being realized,” Amer 
added.

In a note, Farhikhtegan discussed U.S. Pres-
ident Anthony Blinken’s recent statements 
about Iran. It wrote: Anthony Blinken admitted 
in his recent statements at the Council of For-
eign Relations think tank that America played 
a role in the unrest in Iran. He emphasizes that 
change from the outside is difficult and Wash-
ington’s main strategy is based on Iran’s in-
ternal developments. These statements, along 
with Netanyahu’s Farsi messages, show a spe-
cial focus on Iran’s internal protests and at-
tempts to incite social unrest. An examination 
of the 2022 events reveals three key factors: 
public dissatisfaction in Iran, the role of foreign 
powers in inciting chaos, and provocations such 
as the Mahsa Amini incident. 

Although the will of foreigners is beyond 
Iran’s control, two other factors depend on 
Iran’s domestic policies and actions. Reducing 
public dissatisfaction and creating hope for the 
future are the main steps that can strengthen 
the resistance of the Iranian society and make 
foreign plans ineffective. Therefore, countering 
public discontent and preventing similar inci-
dents requires basic solutions.

Sobh-e-No: Challenges and obstacles ahead 
in Tehran-Cairo ties

In an article, Sobh-e-No discussed the impor-
tance of Pezeshkian’s trip to Egypt and wrote: 
Despite the positive prospect of the trip, there 
are still challenges in expanding Iran-Egypt re-
lations. Egypt’s proximity to Western countries 
and the Zionist regime, historical disagree-
ments, and concerns about regional reactions 
are among the factors that can prevent the 
deepening of relations. Pezeshkian’s trip to Cai-
ro and efforts to expand relations between the 
two countries indicate the beginning of a pro-
cess that can lead to the strengthening of coop-
eration between Tehran and Cairo in the coming 
years. Considering the importance of Egypt in 
the Islamic world and the role of Iran as one of 
the influential players in the region, an improve-
ment of relations between these two countries 
will not only benefit Iranian and Egyptian na-
tions it can also play a significant role in creat-
ing stability and cohesion in the Islamic world. 

The prospect of Iran-Egypt relations, with 
the continuation of diplomatic efforts, based 
on economic, cultural, and political cooperation, 
can become a successful model for constructive 
interactions between Islamic countries and lay 
the groundwork for neutralizing the plots of 
common enemies.

Etemad: A new table for negotiation

In an interview with Esmail Gerami Moghad-
am, a political analyst and former MP, Etemad 
addressed the declaration of Iran’s readiness to 
start honorable negotiations with the West. 

He said: Many analysts believe that these ne-
gotiations can operationalize the discourse of 
the 14th (sitting) government regarding de-es-
calation and reduce the increasing pressure of 
sanctions against Iran. 

Many political activists are waiting for the 
idea of ​​de-escalation to be realized through ne-
gotiations with Western countries, Russia, and 
China. 

The people of Iran have been under economic 
pressure for the past few years, and it is nec-
essary to provide the ground to eliminate or re-
duce these pressures as soon as possible. These 
problems arise from the significant pressure of 
economic sanctions, the solution of which de-
pends on conducting negotiations with Western 
countries, especially America.

 If Iran can establish good and strong eco-
nomic relations with Western and Eastern 
countries as well as neighbors through negotia-
tions it will create a suitable deterrence in terms 
of economy and can use these conditions for the 
benefit of the nation and to improve the living 
standards of the people.

Ettelaat: Sanctions against Iran will be 
tougher in Trump admin

To analyze and examine the prospect of Iran’s 
economy, Ettelaat has interviewed economist 
Morteza Afghah. He said: The damage caused by 
the sanctions to Iran’s economy in recent years 
was even worse than during the Iran-Iraq war 
because Iran had no limitations in exports and 
imports during the war (in the 1980s). At that 
time, Iran had no trade with America but had 
economic trade with other countries. Mean-
while, the tightening of sanctions in recent 
years has stopped all these exchanges. Now the 
reality is that he will be stricter towards Iran 
and economic blockade of our country. In the 
current situation, it is expected that Trump, who 
has not changed compared to the past (the first 
presidential term) and gained more experience, 
to continue the previous strictures against Iran. 
Since Trump is not in favor of war in general, he 
tries to have the upper hand in possible negotia-
tions with Iran by increasing economic pressure 
on our country.

TEHRAN – Iran has made a significant ad-
vancement in its space program with the suc-
cessful deployment and testing of the Saman-1 
orbital transfer block, a specialized component 
designed to move satellites between different 
orbits.

Head of the Iranian Space Agency Hassan Sal-
arieh announced the news on Sunday. 

The Saman-1 block was launched during the 
eighth mission of the Simorgh rocket, Iran’s 
primary space launch vehicle. It achieved an 
elliptical orbit with an apogee (the point in the 
orbit farthest from Earth) of approximately 410 
kilometers and a perigee (the point in the orbit 
closest to Earth) of 300 kilometers.

“We established effective communication 
with the block just hours after its placement 
into orbit,” Salarieh confirmed on Sunday.

The head of the space agency detailed that the 
Saman-1 underwent rigorous testing, including 
assessments of orbital communications and at-
titude control, which is the ability to control the 
orientation and position of the block in space.

“The block traversed Iranian airspace several 
times, maintaining regular communications and 
testing various subsystems,” he explained.

The communication system’s performance 
in the UV band was evaluated, with successful 
telecommands and telemetry data received.

The block’s cold gas propulsion system for at-
titude control performed well, alongside status 
determination sub-systems which determine 
the block’s position and orientation.

“After separation from the launcher, we suc-
cessfully managed the initial spin, bringing the 
angular velocity close to zero,” Salarieh noted.

Further tests included thermal balance ma-
neuvers for temperature stability, and the oper-
ation of onboard computers was verified.

A notable achievement was the soft sepa-
ration of a dummy satellite and a mass model, 
monitored by onboard cameras to assess sepa-
ration quality at the elliptical orbit.

Salarieh mentioned that the main engine’s 
activation chain was tested multiple times, not-
ing the solid-fuel thrusters worked well, provid-
ing the necessary dynamic balance for the main 
engine ignition.

The son of Hezbollah’s late leader 
Sayyad Hassan Nasrallah attended a 
Sunday meeting with the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei. The Lebanese martyr’s son 
recently finished his primary religious 
studies in Qom. 

TEHRAN – Ali Larijani, a senior 
advisor to the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei, held a meeting with 
Cong Peiwu, the Chinese Ambas-
sador to Iran.

According to Iranian media, the 
two officials reiterated the endur-
ing relationship between Iran and 
China and discussed the impor-
tance of strengthening bilateral 
relations between the two nations.

This high-profile dialogue un-
derscores the growing signifi-
cance of Tehran-Beijing relations 
in an ever-evolving geopolitical 
landscape.The meeting followed a noteworthy 
discussion three days earlier between Ambassa-
dor Cong and Iran’s Vice President for Strategic 
Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif, where the two of-
ficials explored various aspects of Tehran-Beijing 
relations, including cooperation on international 
issues and strategic interactions.

Larijani, a seasoned politician and former 
Speaker of the Parliament, has played a prominent 
role in shaping Iran’s relationship with China.

In 2019, he visited China to discuss the Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership between the two 
nations, emphasizing Iran’s role in China’s Belt and 

Road Initiative along with political, security, and 
economic cooperation.

Larijani was subsequently tasked by Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, to negotiate and manage the 25-year 
strategic agreement with China, concluding his 
role in this capacity in 2021 when the pact was 
signed.

The agreement aims to strengthen econom-
ic ties, particularly in the energy, infrastructure, 
and technology sectors, with China committing 
to substantial investments in Iran’s development 
projects.

TEHRAN – The Iranian Foreign Ministry has is-
sued a condemnation of a violent car attack at a 
bustling Christmas market in Magdeburg, Germa-
ny, which left at least five people dead and over 
200 injured. 

Esmaeil Baqaei, spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry, expressed deep sympathy for the fami-
lies of the victims and conveyed wishes for a swift 
recovery to those injured. In his remarks on Satur-
day, Baqaei joined a chorus of international voices 
denouncing the attack and offering support to 
the affected community.  The attack occurred on 
Friday when a black BMW plowed through a crowd 
at high speed, causing chaos and devastation in 
the market located approximately 130 kilometers 
southwest of Berlin.  

The suspect, identified as a 50-year-old Saudi 

Arabian national who had 
been living in Germany 
since 2006, was appre-
hended at the scene. Au-
thorities later revealed 
that the man was a psy-
chiatrist who had worked 
at a rehabilitation clinic 
for criminal offenders 
with addictions in Bern-
burg. According to a clin-
ic spokesperson, he had 
been on sick and holiday 
leave since October.  

Tamara Zieschang, 
Saxony-Anhalt’s Interior Minister, confirmed the 
suspect was previously unknown to German se-
curity services. 

Local media reports uncovered a series of posts 
on the suspect’s account on the social media plat-
form X (formerly Twitter) that expressed anti-Is-
lam sentiments and support for individuals who 
had left the Muslim faith. The suspect reportedly 
described himself as a former Muslim.  

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz publicly con-
demned the attack, calling it “terrible” and “in-
sane,” and pledged full support to the victims and 
their families. Speaking on Saturday, Scholz em-
phasized that such acts of violence have no place 
in German society.  The Saudi Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs also released a statement on X, extending 

its solidarity to the German people and the fami-
lies of the victims. 

‘US attacks targeting Sana’a illegal’

In another statement published on Sunday, 
Baqaei condemned the recent U.S. airstrikes tar-
geting Sana’a, labeling them as flagrant violations 
of international law.  

The Iranian spokesperson stated that the re-
peated U.S. attacks on Yemen breach interna-
tional humanitarian principles and the United 
Nations Charter, describing the actions as war 
crimes.  He also commended the Yemeni people’s 
steadfast solidarity with Palestine, emphasizing 
that their support stems from a deep commit-
ment to defending the oppressed against occupa-
tion and genocide.  

The spokesperson urged the Islamic world, re-
gional nations, and the United Nations to take de-
cisive action against the continued aggression by 
the United States, the United Kingdom, and Israel 
in Yemen.Issuing a statement on X social media 
platform on Saturday, the US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said that its forces conducted preci-
sion airstrikes against a missile storage facility 
and a command-and-control facility of Ansarullah 
in Sana’a, Yemen.

CENTCOM forces also shot down several Ansa-
rullah unmanned aerial vehicles and an anti-ship 
cruise missile over the Red Sea, according to a re-
port from TASS.
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Saman-1 orbital transfer block achieved an 
elliptical orbit with an apogee of approxi-

mately 410 kilometers and a perigee  
of 300 kilometers.

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Western sabotage intended to  
create chaos in Iran

Remarkable space leap for Iran as 
Saman-1 block succeeds in orbital trials

Iran lauds Yemen’s ‘honorable resistance’ as 
Sana’a vows to maintain pressure on Israel

Leader’s advisor, Chinese envoy talk 
bilateral and regional cooperation

Tehran condemns ‘violent’ car attack at German 
Christmas market



TEHRAN – Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei discussed the situation 
in Syria, Iran’s regional strate-
gy, and the future of West Asia 
during a meeting with religious 
eulogists on the occasion of the 
birthday anniversary of Hazrat 
Fatemeh Zahra (SA), the beloved 
daughter of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) on Sunday. 

During the meeting, Ayatollah 
Khamenei described Lady Fati-
mah Zahra as a perfect role mod-
el for all humanity in “rising for 
the truth, perseverance, courage, 
frankness, and strength in rea-
soning and argumentation.”

Ayatollah Khamenei pointed to 
the failure of the Zionist regime 
to achieve any of its goals in its ef-
forts to destroy Hamas and Hez-
bollah Resistance movements, 
stating, “The honorable nations 
of the region, by divine grace, will 
uproot this ominous regime and 
create a better tomorrow for the 
region.”

Addressing the situation in 
Syria, the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution said: “A group of riot-
ers, with the help and planning of 
foreign governments, managed 
to exploit Syria’s internal weak-
nesses to plunge the country into 
chaos.”

He reiterated his earlier re-
marks about the United States’ 
dual strategy for regional coun-
tries, which involves either “es-
tablishing a dictatorial regime 
that is submissive toward them” 

or, if that fails, “fomenting unrest 
in the country.” 

“Their plans in Syria led to 
unrest and chaos, and now the 
United States, the Zionist regime, 
and their allies feeling victorious, 
have resorted to extravagant 
claims and nonsensical talk, like 
the followers of the devil.”

Ayatollah Khamenei also cited a 
statement by an American official 
about “providing assistance and 
support to anyone causing unrest 
in Iran” as an example of the en-
emies’ boastful rhetoric and add-
ed: “The Iranian nation with their 
strong steps will trample under-
foot any U.S. mercenary who ac-
cepts this role.”

Reacting to the Zionist enti-
ty’s boastful claims of victory, 
he asked: “Is it a victory to kill 
over forty thousand women and 
children with bombs but fail to 
achieve even one of your declared 
objectives at the start of the 
war?”

“Have you destroyed Hamas 
or freed your captives in Gaza? 
Despite martyring a great lead-
er like Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah, 
have you managed to eliminate 
Hezbollah in Lebanon?” he added.

The Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution described the Resistance 
in the region, including Hezbollah, 
Hamas, and Islamic Jihad, as alive 
and thriving. “Therefore, you have 
not won; rather, you have been 
defeated,” he stated while ad-
dressing the Zionists. 

He attributed the Zionist ad-
vance into Syrian territory and 
the occupation of some areas to 
the lack of resistance, even from 
a single soldier. “This unimped-
ed movement is not a victory, 
of course. Without a doubt, the 
proud, brave, Syrian youth will 
drive you out of there, he re-
marked.

The third point articulated 
by Ayatollah Khamenei regard-
ing regional developments ad-

dressed the psychological and 
propaganda warfare against Iran, 
with claims of losing proxy forces 
within the region.

Emphasizing that the Islamic 
Republic does not have proxies, 
he stated, “Yemen, Hezbollah, 
Hamas, and the PIJ are fighting 
because they have faith, and the 
power of faith has brought them 
to the Resistance field.”

The Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution underscored that if the Is-
lamic Republic ever wishes to take 
action, it will not need proxy forc-
es. “Faithful and honorable men in 
Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, 
and, God willing, soon in Syria, are 
fighting against oppression and 
the crimes of the imposed Zion-
ist regime. The Islamic Republic is 
also fighting, and by God’s will, we 
will remove this regime from the 
region,” he added

Ayatollah Khamenei empha-
sized that creating opportuni-
ties from the depths of threats 
depends on vigilance, a sense of 
responsibility, and fulfilling one’s 
duties. He asserted that the fu-
ture of the region will be better 
tomorrow than it is today. “We 
predict that a strong, honorable 
group will also emerge in Syr-
ia, as today’s youth in Syria have 
nothing left to lose. Their schools, 
universities, homes, and streets 
are fraught with insecurity. 
Therefore, they must stand firm-
ly against those who orchestrate 
and perpetuate this insecurity 
and strive to overcome them,” he 
stated. 

TEHRAN – Major General Ab-
dolrahim Mousavi, the Chief Com-
mander of Iran’s Army, offered 
high praise for the Palestinian 
Resistance and its fighters in 
Gaza, asserting that their actions 
serve as an accurate reflection of 
the true character of the Zionist 
regime and its partners.

Speaking on Sunday, General 
Mousavi expressed admiration, 
stating that the Palestinian Re-
sistance, through its extraor-
dinary resilience, has created a 
new understanding for the world, 
exposing the deceptive nature of 
Western and Israeli criminals and 

hypocrites.

 “Greetings and mercy to the 
Palestinian Resistance, which, 
through its astonishing stead-
fastness, has opened a new scene 
for the entire world, revealing the 
true nature of criminals, liars, 
and hypocrites to the world and 
history,” he remarked at a Tehran 
ceremony. 

The military official indicated 
that without the path of resis-
tance, highlighting the Pales-
tinian cause through standard 
means would have been both a 
prolonged and incredibly costly 
undertaking.

 “However, today, the name of 
Palestine and the cause of its re-
sistance resonate in the hearts 
and minds of all truth seekers 
worldwide.”

General Mousavi also ob-
served that nations choosing to 
abandon resistance have come 
to understand that the conse-
quences of surrendering are far 
more severe than the challeng-
es of maintaining a firm and de-
termined stance.

TEHRAN – Iran’s ambassador to 
Islamabad, Reza Amiri-Moghadam, 
expressed his strong condemnation 
of the terrorist attack in Pakistan 
that resulted in the deaths of 16 
members of the security forces and 
offered sincere condolences.

In a post on X on Sunday, Ami-
ri-Moghadam stated, “I extend my 
heartfelt condolences to the gov-
ernment, army, and people of Paki-
stan particularly those families who 
lost loved ones.” He also prayed for 
the departed souls, extending his 
sympathies to the bereaved fami-
lies, hoping they find patience and 
strength during this difficult time. 

The incident, occurring on Satur-
day in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, was reportedly a bomb attack 
within an army compound.

Two Pakistani intelligence officials 
cited by the local media stated that 
the assault resulted in the deaths of 
16 soldiers and the injury of five oth-
ers. In a recent statement, the Teh-
rik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed 
responsibility for the assault. 

The TTP, commonly referred to as 
the Pakistan Taliban is a coalition of 

previously separate militant groups 
that united in 2007.

Pakistan has recently faced a 
surge in terrorist activities, partic-
ularly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan, driven by groups such 
as the TTP, the Balochistan Liber-
ation Army (BLA), and the Islamic 
State-Khorasan (IS-K).

Since 2021, these attacks have 
increased in frequency and lethality, 
complicating the nation’s ongoing 
battle against terrorism.

     From Page 1   In his address, President 
Pezeshkian reflected on societal norms during the 
time of Prophet Muhammad, when the birth of 
daughters was often viewed as shameful. 

He highlighted the transformative significance 
of Lady Fatimah Zahra’s birth, calling her a bea-
con of dignity and progress in Islamic history. He 
quoted the Quran extensively to underscore the 
importance of justice, equity, and the defense of 
human rights, stressing that these principles are 
universal and foundational.

“Prophets came to ensure the recognition and 
respect for human rights,” the President stated. 
He noted that the Quran encourages righteous-
ness and justice for all, regardless of gender or 
ethnicity, and promised divine reward for anyone 
who does good deeds.

President Pezeshkian emphasized the need for 
openness to truth and the courage to adapt to it. 
“If the younger generation speaks the truth, we 
must listen. If I am wrong, I must change to align 
with the truth,” he said. He condemned deceit and 
the denial of truth as roots of injustice, caution-
ing against ignoring evidence in favor of personal 

opinions, even in profes-
sional fields like medi-
cine. 

“Justice and truth 
must guide our actions,” 
he added, warning that 
disputes arise when peo-
ple fail to respect others’ 
rights or demand more 
than their fair share. He 
cited the Quran, which 
teaches that justice 
brings people closer to 
piety.

Addressing the au-
dience, Pezeshkian 
reaffirmed women’s 
equality, praising their 
potential to lead and ex-
cel. He called for creating more opportunities for 
women and girls to participate in the country’s de-
velopment, emphasizing that their contributions 
are vital for a just society. 

“Women are not only equal to men but often ex-

cel in many areas,” he said. “Superiority lies in piety, 
not in gender.” He highlighted the role of mothers 
in shaping future generations and stressed that 
no nation can thrive without the support of capa-
ble and dedicated women.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran edged by China 
at Water Polo World 
Cup 2025, Division 2 
bronze medal match
TEHRAN - Iran would have hoped for third 

position but lost to China 12-11 at the Water 
Polo World Cup 2025, Division 2 Saturday 
night.

It was the most important day of the tour-
nament and Netherlands and China did not 
disappoint, coming through their semifinals 
with aplomb and finishing with close classi-
fication encounters.

Team Melli had defeated South Africa 2-4, 
Ukraine 16-14 and Portugal 15-11 in their pre-
vious matches but failed to qualify for the 
final, losing to the Netherlands 18-7 in the 
semifinals. 

Netherlands closed the tournament with 
an 11-9 margin over Germany in the final 
match.

Netherlands and Germany qualified for 
the men’s Water Polo World Cup 2025—Su-
per Final, joining the six men’s teams that 
will be eligible through the Division 1 Tour-
naments. 

The FINA 2025 World Aquatics Champion-
ships will take place in Singapore from 11 July 
through 3 Aug. 2025.

The Water Polo World Cup 2025 Division 2 
was held in Istanbul, Turkey from December 
18 to 21.

Iran champion of 
Junior Asian Padel 
Championship
TEHRAN – Iran won the inaugural Junior 

Asian Padel Championship on Saturday.

The Iranian team defeated the UAE 2-0 in 
the final match in Manama, Bahrain.

Lebanon also defeated Japan to win the 
bronze medal. 

Padel, also sometimes called padel tennis, 
is a racket sport of Mexican origin, typically 
played in doubles on an enclosed court slight-
ly smaller than a doubles tennis court.

 Although padel shares the same scoring 
system as tennis, the rules, strokes, and tech-
nique are different.

The balls used are similar but with a lit-
tle less pressure. The main differences are 
that the court has walls and the balls can 
be played off them in a similar way as in the 
game of squash and that solid, stringless 
bats are used. 

The height of the ball being served must be 
at or below the waist level.

Mosimane linked 
with Sharjah: 
report 
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team head 

coach Pitso Mosimane has been reportedly 
linked with Emirates side Sharjah.

Mosimane returned to the Middle East to 
join Esteghlal following a short stint in Sau-
di Arabia and has been busy at work trying to 
revive the fortunes of the team.

However, reports now claim that he might 
not last long in Iran if he agrees to switch to 
the UAE given the interest from Sharjah who, 
unlike Esteghlal, is top of the table.

At Esteghlal, Mosimane has endured a 
tough start, losing his first three games, but 
he has since started turning around their for-
tunes.

In his 10 matches in charge, Esteghlal have 
won three, drawn as many while losing four 
but he is unbeaten in his last six.

It is not clear if ‘Jingles’ would be willing to 
leave midway through a new project but Soc-
cer Laduma reports that there is confidence 
within the UAE club’s camp that they can lure 
him away from Iran.

Mosimane returned to the Persian Gulf af-
ter his stints with Al Ahli Jeddah and Abha, 
both of Saudi, as well as Al Wahda in the UAE, 

where he had mixed fortunes.
He is best remembered for returning Al 

Ahli Jeddah to the Saudi Arabia Pro League 
when they won the second division to make 
it back to the top flight in 2022-23 before he 
left after which he went to the UAE to coach 
Al Wahda.

He returned to Saudi in the second half of 
last season to take over relegation-fighting 
Abha but did not manage to keep them up.

There are also reports that Egyptian giants 
Zamalek are considering Mosimane to take 
over having watched the coach’s two-year 
reign at Al Ahly that yielded two CAF Champi-
ons League crowns.

Persepolis, Juan 
Garrido part ways
TEHRAN – Iran’s Persepolis football club 

parted ways with Juan Carlos Garrido Fernan-
dez and his assistant Xavi Olivia on Sunday. 

The Iranian club have parted company with 
the Spanish coaches by mutual consent. 

The 55-year-old coach was named as 
Persepolis coach in June but was forced to 
leave the Iran champions following poor re-
sults. 

Persepolis lost to struggling Mes Saturday 
night in the 2024/25 Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro-
fessional League (PGPL) Saturday night.

Persepolis sit fourth in the table five points 
behind leaders Tractor. 

In the 2024/25 AFC Champions League Elite 
Persepolis sit sixth with two weeks remain-
ing.

Garrido’s assistant Jalal Hosseini has been 
named interim coach.

On 17 October 2023 Juan Carlos Garrido 
was appointed new coach in USM Alger for 
one season. The Usmist management set its 
sights on Garrido for his experience, particu-
larly in North Africa.

 In the case of Tumisang Orebonye, Garrido 
was accused him for his lack of commitment 
and enthusiasm in the job. 

The Spaniard accused his player of cheat-
ing, by faking fictitious injuries in order not to 
take part in matches.

Former Sepahan coach Jose Morais and 
Brazilian coach Osmar Vieira are among can-
didates to take charge of Persepolis. 

Ex-Persepolis coach Yahya Golmohammadi 
has been reportedly linked with a move to the 
club but he is under contract with Foolad. 

FIH awards 
Iran highest 
development 
badge in hockey
TEHRAN - The International Hockey Feder-

ation, known as FIH, has awarded its highest 
development badge of the sport to Iran. 

The reward was given on Saturday by FIH 
President Tayyab Ikram to Bahram Ghadimi, 
who is the president of Iran’s Hockey Federa-
tion as well as the head of Indoor Hockey Asia 
Federation.

Ghadimi was awarded because of the signif-
icant development of the sport in Asia.

Iranian junior 
lifter wins bronze 
at 2024 Asian 
Championships
TEHRAN – Iranian junior weightlifter 

Maryam Keshtkar has claimed a bronze med-
al at the 2024 Asian Youth and Junior Weight-
lifting Championships held in Doha, Qatar.

Iran’s Keshtkar secured a bronze medal in 
the 59 kg weight category by lifting 94 kg in 
the clean and jerk.

She also lifted 67 kg in the snatch category, 
finishing the tournament in fifth place with a 
total lift of 161 kg.

The 2024 Asian Youth and Junior Weight-
lifting Championships are taking place in 
Doha, Qatar, from December 19 to 25.
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IRAN IN FOCUSCourageous Syrian youth will expel 
Zionists from Syria: Leader

Army chief commends 
Palestinian Resistance for 

revealing ‘true nature’ of Israel

Iranian envoy denounces 
terrorist attack targeting 

Pakistani military

Iran marks National Women’s Day with calls for unity, empowerment

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei meets 
with a group of religious eulogists in Tehran on December 22, 2024. 

A check post in northwestern 
Pakistan near the Afghan border 
which was the target of a terror-
ist attack on December 21, 2024, 

resulting in the death of at least 16 
Pakistani soldiers

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf meets with the 
members of Women’s and Family Faction of the parliament on the occasion 

of National Women Day on December 22, 2024.



TEHRAN – The National Iranian Oil Refin-
ing and Distribution Company (NIORDC) has 
announced a 15-million-liter increase in the 
country’s daily diesel (gasoil) production over 
the past four months, elevating output from 
111 million liters to 125 million liters per day.

Mohammad Ali Dadvar, deputy head of 
NIORDC, expressed optimism that with the 
commissioning of new units at the Abadan 
Refinery within the next two months, an 
additional three million liters of Euro 5 die-
sel will be added to the national fuel supply. 
This enhancement is expected to boost daily 
diesel production to approximately 128 to 130 
million liters. 

TEHRAN - The Infrastructure Director 
of the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries 
Development and Renovation Organization 
(IMIDRO) announced that 2,300 mega-
watts (MW) of power for the mining and 
mineral industries have been successfully 
operationalized as part of the develop-
ment of infrastructure in this sector under 
the guidance of the organization.

According to IRNA, Manijeh Gholamre-
zaei mentioned that IMIDRO’s infrastruc-
ture sector has a variety of responsibili-
ties, including the planning and long-term 
provision of necessary infrastructure for 
the mining and mineral industries in areas 
such as water, electricity, gas, and trans-
portation.

She added that in the electricity sector, 
following the Law to Remove Barriers to 
the Electricity Industry, and in response to 
industry needs, the construction of neces-
sary power plants began in 2022.

Currently, under the leadership of IMID-
RO, 6,600 MW capacity of power plants are 
under construction by mining and mineral 
companies, with 2,300 MW of this capac-
ity having already been brought online as 
of last month. By the end of this year, this 
figure is expected to reach 2,500 MW. In 
the long term, these efforts are projected 
to result in the construction of 10,000 MW 
of power plants.

In October 2021, Iranian Industry, Mining, 
and Trade Ministry inked a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with the country’s 
Energy Ministry for constructing 10,000 
MW of power plants across the country.

The MOU was signed by former Industry 
Minister Reza Fatemi Amin and former En-
ergy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Meh-
rabian noted that these power plants will 
be built to meet the needs of industrial 
sectors and according to the signed MOU, 
industries will meet their electricity needs 
through them and the surplus power will 
be injected into the national grid.

The minister stated that the country is 
currently facing 14,000 MW of electricity 
shortage, adding: “This figure equals 22 
percent of the country’s total electricity 

demand, which we cannot provide in vari-
ous sectors including domestic, industrial, 
administration and agricultural areas.”

As the first power plant unit construct-
ed under the framework of the mentioned 
MOU, Shahid Bakeri power plant went op-
erational in Semnan Province in early Au-
gust 2022.

In mid-October, IMIDRO started the con-
struction of a 100MW solar power plant for 
Chadormalu mine in Yazd, central Iran.

The ground-breaking ceremony was 
held with Mohammadreza Movassaqinia, 
chairman of the board of IMIDRO.

The power plant will be established on 
150 hectares of land in Ashkezar County.

Some €60 million has been invested in 
the project which will generate more than 
190 million kilowatt hours of electricity per 
year.

The power plant is scheduled to be con-
structed within 16 months and will run for 
three months in trial operation.

One of the environmental benefits of 
implementing this project is to reduce the 
production of 115 thousand tons of green-
house gas per year.

During the construction period, the proj-
ect will create 400 direct and 250 indirect 
jobs.

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries De-
velopment and Renovation Organization 
(IMIDRO) is a major state-owned hold-
ing company active in the mining sector 
in Iran.

IMIDRO’s vision is  to be a very dynamic 
organization which, from one side, play an 
effective role in establishing and support-
ing companies progress in industry sector 
toward increasing competitive advantages 
in international markets and on the other 
hand, to create an economic corporation 
with high  technical and managerial capa-
bilities enjoying international standards to 
enable IMIDRO to rank among the global 
high level companies and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran rank among the top countries 
from mines and mining industries point of 
view.

TEHRAN – The Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO) has announced that private sector 
investments in Iran’s ports have reached 2.2 qua-
drillion rials (about $4.4 billion) through 362 ac-
tive contracts as of December 2024. 

Hassan Yadollahi, director of Economic Affairs 
at PMO, highlighted that this investment has led 
to the creation or ongoing development of stor-
age capacities for over 233 million tons of various 
goods by domestic and foreign private entities. 

According to Yadollahi, the average annual 
growth rate of private investment in the coun-
try’s ports has been approximately 24 percent. 

This growth aligns with Iran’s broader eco-
nomic policies, including the Seventh National 
Development Plan and directives for sea-orient-
ed development. Notably, there has been a 150 
percent increase in the value of private sector 
investment projects over the past three years 
compared to the previous period ending in 2021. 

In addition to these developments, PMO has 
set a target to attract 300 trillion rials (about 

$600 million) in private sector investment by the 
end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
2025). This initiative aims to further enhance the 
infrastructure and operational capacity of Iran’s 
ports. 

These efforts underscore Iran’s commitment 
to bolstering its maritime infrastructure and fos-
tering private sector participation in port devel-
opment, which is crucial for the nation’s economic 
growth and trade expansion.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral 
sanctions on its economy, the country’s ports, 
as the major gates of exports and imports, play 
a significant role in this battle. This role makes 
all-out support for ports and their further devel-
opment serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government to de-
fine projects for more development of the ports 
and also take some measures to encourage in-
vestment making in ports, in addition to facilitat-
ing the loading and unloading of goods, especially 
basic commodities, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports and 
Maritime Organization has defined a high number 
of projects to develop and improve the country’s 
ports, as the country aims to double the capacity 
of its ports in the course of five years.

The PMO head has recently announced that 
transit of commodities through the ports of Iran 
has increased by 37 percent in the current Iranian 
calendar year (started on March 20).

Speaking in a TV program, Ali-Akbar Safa-
ei stated that 9.366 million tons of goods have 
been transited via Iranian ports during the eight-
month period.

Iran is one of the countries with a special status 
in trade and transit relations due to its strategic 
location and special geography, as the country is 
the passage of several important international 
corridors.

Considering its geographical location, Iran can 
play a significant role in the transit of goods in the 
region and benefit a lot from its status in this due.

TEHRAN - The 24th session of the Energy and 
Environment Committee of the Tehran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(TCCIMA) focused on the challenges facing pri-
vate sector involvement in the development of 
oil and gas fields. 

As the TCCIMA portal reported, the mem-
bers highlighted issues such as the lack of rec-
ognition of investor roles in oil contracts, the 
absence of ownership rights for produced oil, 
lengthy contract assignment processes, and 
complex bureaucratic hurdles that restrict pri-
vate sector participation.

Representatives from the Planning and Bud-
get Organization (PBO) and the Ministry of Oil 
attended the session, where it was decided to 

prepare a detailed list of challenges and reform 
proposals to be submitted to relevant author-
ities.

During the meeting, Fereydoun Asadi, Vice 
Chair of the committee, discussed regulatory 
issues impacting oil and gas businesses. He re-
ferred to Table 8, Article 42 of the Seventh Na-
tional Development Plan, which outlines energy 
performance benchmarks, and provided addi-
tional details on these challenges.

Mehdi Masaeli, another Vice Chair, stressed 
the importance of the private sector adopting 
a clear stance when engaging with government 
agencies. He encouraged the committee to fo-
cus on advocating for solutions to pressing is-
sues in the oil, gas, and environmental sectors.

  From page 1    Notably, the de-
cisive deployment of a package of 
incremental policies at the meet-
ing held by the Political Bureau 
of the CPC Central Committee on 
Sept. 26 has effectively boosted 
social confidence and led to a re-
markable economic recovery. In 
November, China’s economy has 
sustained the recovery momen-
tum since September. Imports 
and exports of goods maintained 
growth and trade structure con-
tinued to optimize. In the first 
eleven months, the total value of 
imports and exports of goods was 
39,786.1 billion yuan, up by 4.9 
percent year on year. Equipment 
manufacturing and high-tech 
manufacturing grew fast, with the 
value added increased by 7.6 per-
cent and 7.8 percent year on year 
respectively, both are more than 
2 percentage points faster than 
that of the industrial enterprises 
above the designated size. Modern 
services developed well. the Index 
of Services Production of informa-
tion transmission, software and 
information technology services, 
leasing and business services and 
financial intermediation grew by 
9.3 percent, 9.3 percent and 8.8 
percent year on year respectively, 
3.2 percentage points, 3.2 per-
centage points and 2.7 percent-
age points faster than the Index 
of Services Production. As things 
stand, China’s economic growth 

is expected to be around 5%, and 
major annual goals and tasks of 
economic and social development 
to be successfully accomplished.

The Conference released a 
strong signal to promote the con-
tinued improvement of China’s 
economy. The meeting arranged 
the economic work for 2025, em-
phasizing that more active and 
effective macroeconomic policies 
should be implemented next year. 
The country will adopt a more 
proactive fiscal policy, set a high-
er deficit-to-GDP ratio, increase 
the issuance of ultra-long spe-
cial treasury bonds, and increase 
the issuance of local government 
special-purpose bonds. The tone 
of monetary policy was adjusted 
from “prudent” to “moderate-
ly loose”, which is the first time 
in 14 years. The conference also 
outlined 9 key tasks, including ex-
pand high-standard opening up, 
give full play to the driving role of 
economic system reform, drive the 
development of new quality pro-
ductive forces through scientific 
and technological innovation, and 
pursue coordinated progress in 
new urbanization and all-around 
rural revitalization. Although the 
adverse impacts brought about 
by changes in the external en-
vironment have deepened, and 
the country’s economy still faces 
many difficulties and challenges, 

the Chinese government will face 
up to the difficulties, strengthen 
confidence, increase counter-cy-
clical adjustments, further enrich 
and improve the policy toolbox, 
and provide strong policy support 
for promoting the continued im-
provement of the economy.

The Conference made it clear 
that China will expand high-stan-
dard opening up. At present, the 
headwinds of economic global-
ization intensified, geopolitical 
risks continued to rise, and global 
governance challenges increased. 
Under such circumstances, China 
insists on expanding its indepen-
dent and unilateral opening up in 
an orderly manner, consolidat-
ing and expanding global trade 
and investment partnerships, 
and sharing development op-
portunities with the world. China 
will steadily expand systematic 
opening up, proactively docking 
the Comprehensive and Progres-
sive Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement, the Digital Economy 
Partnership Agreement and other 
international high-standard eco-
nomic and trade rules, accelerat-
ing the expansion of the network 
of globally oriented high-standard 
free trade zones, and promoting 
the negotiation and signing of a 
variety of multi-bilateral econom-
ic and trade agreements. China 
will enhance the resilience of for-

eign trade, promote cross-border 
e-commerce, push forward the 
layout and construction of over-
seas warehouses, actively develop 
services trade, green trade and 
digital trade, push forward the 
innovative development of bor-
der trade. China will increase the 
efforts to attract and stabilize 
investment, expand the pilot pro-
grams of expanding opening-up 
in the fields of telecommunica-
tion and medical, steadily expand 
opening-up of Internet, education, 
culture and other services, and 
further optimize the visa-free en-
try policy to attract and facilitate 
cross-border exchanges of busi-
ness personnel.

With world’s most promising 
mega market, a complete industri-
al system, a high level opening-up 
and the increasing effectiveness 
of innovation and development, 
China has a strong attraction to 
the world. At the 7th China Inter-
national Import Expo (CIIE) held in 
November this year, Iran partici-
pated in the event with nearly 30 
exhibitors and an exhibition area 
of 1,440 square meters, which is 
among top of all participating Asian 
countries. In 2025, China’s economy 
braves the wind and the waves and 
sails steadily into the future, which 
will provide more development op-
portunities for all countries in the 
world, including Iran.

TEHRAN - Production of alumina powder in 
Iran increased by five percent in the first eight 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20-Novemebr 20), the Iranian Mines 
and Mining Industries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO) announced.

Based on the IMIDRO data, the country 
produced 159,416 tons of alumina powder 
in the mentioned eight-month of this year, 
while the figure was 152,293 tons in the first 
eight months of the previous year.

Aluminum oxide, which is commonly 
called alumina, is an inert, odorless, white 
amorphous material often used in industri-
al ceramics.

Alumina is an important ceramic materi-
al for industrial applications. The numerous 
fields of application range from construc-
tion materials, to filling materials, as well as 
abrasives and catalysts.

In plants and mechanical engineering, alu-
mina ceramics are mainly used for wear and 
corrosion protection.

The particle size distribution largely deter-
mines the application range and the quality 
of an alumina powder. Reliably identifying 
the differences in particle size is therefore 
an essential requirement of the measuring 
instrument.

From page 1   Sheikh Attar, a 
former Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs, noted that the trade 
capacity of the D-8 has now sur-
passed $68 billion.

In recent developments, Irani-
an President Masoud Pezeshkian 
attended the 11th D-8 Summit 
held in Cairo, Egypt, marking the 
first visit by an Iranian president 
to Egypt in over a decade. 

During the summit, President 
Pezeshkian proposed the estab-
lishment of a D-8 development 
fund aimed at facilitating joint 
investments among member 

states. 

Additionally, Iran’s Finance 
Minister Abdolnasser Hemmati 
met with the D-8 Secretary-Gen-
eral to discuss strategies for en-
hancing trade relations within 
the bloc, reiterating the target 
of achieving $500 billion in trade 
volume by 2030. 

These initiatives underscore 
Iran’s commitment to strength-
ening economic ties within the 
D-8 framework, aiming to lever-
age collective potential for mu-
tual growth and development.

4 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

DECEMBER  23, 2024

TEHRAN TIMES

ECONOMY

Iran’s daily diesel production reaches 
125m liters

IMIDRO leads 2,300 MW power capacity 
development for mining, mineral industries

Private sector investment in Iran’s ports hits $4.4b

TCCIMA reviews barriers to private sector oil, gas development

China’s economy braves the wind and the waves  
and sails steadily into the future

Alumina powder output up 5% in 8 
months on year

Iran’s exports to D-8 countries 
increase by 24%



The political opponents of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu have accused him 
of sabotaging talks to reach a captive-prison-
er exchange deal with Hamas. 

Opposition leader Yair Lapid, a former prime 
minister and leader of the Yesh Atid party, said 
the government has imposed new conditions. 

“We have nothing left to achieve in Gaza; we 
need to start preparing for the day after the 
war and bring back 100 hostages,” he told the 
public broadcaster Kan. 

“Once the war ends, we can return to Gaza 
and do what we need to do,” he said. “Now, 
we need to stop the war and finalize a deal to 
bring all the hostages back.” 

Lapid said Netanyahu, who is wanted by the 
International Criminal Court for war crimes in 

Gaza, does not want to end the war, fearing 
that it would lead to his cabinet’s collapse. 

Also, Avigdor Lieberman, a former war min-
ister and leader of the Yisrael Beiteinu par-
ty, criticized Netanyahu. He told the Maariv 
newspaper, “The deal can be done”.

For the second time in as many days, Pope 
Francis has denounced the “cruelty” of the Is-
raeli attacks on Gaza. 

“And with pain I think of Gaza, of so much 
cruelty, of the children being machine-gunned, 
of the bombings of schools and hospitals. 

What cruelty,” he said after his weekly Angelus 
prayer, according to Al Jazeera.  

On Saturday, the pope had referenced the 
bombardment of children and said: “This is 
cruelty. This is not war. I wanted to say this 
because it touches the heart.”

After a shellacking for his centrist Ensemble 
(“Together”) Movement in the June 2024 Eu-
ropean Parliament elections, French President 
Emmanuel Macron decided to call snap legis-
lative elections to try to stabilize the domestic 
political situation. But Macron’s gamble that 
French citizens would reward him with a new 
majority and fresh mandate backfired, and he 
ended up with a “hung” National Assembly di-
vided between three roughly equal and politi-
cally incompatible factions.

Macron appointed the center-right Michel 
Barnier as prime minister in September with 
the goal of quickly passing an austerity bud-
get to rein in France’s growing fiscal deficit. By 
early December, it was clear that Barnier could 
not muster enough parliamentary support for 
his budget, and the far left and the far right 
teamed up to bring down his government.

On December 13, Macron appointed one of 
his earliest political allies, the seventy-three-
year-old centrist François Bayrou, as the new 
prime minister, with essentially the same task 
he gave Barnier back in September. Now the 
main question hanging over French politics 
is: Can Bayrou succeed where Barnier failed, 
since he faces the same parliamentary grid-
lock?

What issues are driving the country’s in-
creasing polarization?

The issues that are dividing both French 
elites and the general population are not that 
different from the ones that we have seen in 
the United States and the rest of the world: 
the increasing cost of living, the deteriorating 
state of public services, higher flows of im-
migration, and the instability in Europe’s near 
abroad, including in Ukraine and the Middle 
East.

Macron and his centrist allies want to con-
tinue the structural reforms of the French 
economy they started in 2017, including im-

proving the climate for doing business, stop-
ping any further tax rises, streamlining the 
unwieldy French pension system, and steer-
ing the European Union (EU) towards closer 
integration on defense and energy. Both the 
far left and far right want the wealthy to pay 
a higher share of taxes, would like to undo 
Macron’s pension reform by bringing the re-
tirement age back down to sixty, and are more 
Euroskeptic when it comes to delegating more 
sovereign powers to Brussels. The far-right 
National Rally led by Marine Le Pen wants to 
take more drastic measures against immigra-
tion, slow down the clean energy transition, 
and is skeptical of interventions abroad. The 
united left-wing New Popular Front, led by 
Jean-Luc Mélenchon of France Unbowed and 
by Olivier Faure of the Socialist Party, would 
like to maintain France’s generous social pro-
tections and enact more ambitious measures 
to fight climate change.

At a time when France’s fiscal deficit stands 
at 6.1 percent of gross domestic product 
(GDP), it is hard for these parties to agree on 
a budget that can both temper public spend-
ing and increase revenue through even higher 
taxes. France’s current public spending al-
ready stands at a record high 58.3 percent of 
its GDP, while its tax collection is about 52.2 
percent.

Could the country’s debt situation pose a 
risk of broader EU contagion?

The current situation in France is nowhere 
close to the severity of the Greek debt crisis in 
the first half of the 2010s, when borrowing 
costs spiraled out of control and Greece al-
most fell out of the Eurozone. However, the 
sovereign credit rating agency Moody’s has 
taken note of France’s political impasse and 
downgraded the trustworthiness of the coun-
try’s debt by one notch from Aa2 to Aa3. 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   Hussam Abu 
Safiya added that it was “next to 
impossible” because staff did not 
have ambulances to move pa-
tients.

Nonetheless, Israeli forces 
carried out fresh attacks on the 
barely functioning Kamal Adwan 
Hospital.

On Saturday, the hospital had 
come under heavy Israeli shelling. 
The Israeli army had previously 
threatened to blow up the facility.  

Elsewhere, the Israeli military 
killed five Palestinians in Rafah 
and Khan Younis in the south of 
the Gaza Strip on Sunday. 

Israel has killed more than 
45,250 Palestinians including 
17,000 children since launching 
its war of genocide on Gaza on 
October 7 last year. 

It has not only razed residen-
tial buildings to the ground but 
has also bombed hospitals and 
schools. 

According to international law, 
targeting hospitals and medical 
personnel intentionally, and as a 
strategy of war is a war crime.

But Israel has brazenly violated 
international law with impunity. 

The humanitarian director for 
Save the Children International 
has raised the alarm about the 
dire humanitarian situation in 
Gaza. 

“Winter’s upon us and it’s very 
bitterly cold. What we hear from 
children and their families is that 
they’re so ill-equipped.

 It’s difficult for families to live 
with any dignity in this context,” 
Rachel Cummings told Al Jazeera 
from Deir el-Balah.

She added that there is open 
sewage in the street, and access 
to food and clean water remains 

extremely difficult.

Cummings also called for end-
ing Israel’s brutal war on Gaza. 

 “We need an immediate cease-
fire, we need the world to stop the 
bombing of children in Gaza, and 
we need safe passage and access 
to humanitarian assistance,” she 
said.

The situation is worse in north-
ern Gaza where Israeli forces have 
been widely accused of ethnical-
ly cleansing Palestinians from 
that region over the past three 
months. 

Israel began a renewed military 
offensive in northern Gaza in ear-
ly October this year.

 Israel has hindered the provi-
sion of essentials such as food to 
the Gaza Strip, in particular to the 
north. The regime has used star-
vation as a method of warfare to 
implement its expansionist plans. 

Escalating attacks in northern 
Gaza are in line with Israel’s at-
tempts to displace all Palestin-
ians from the area and pave the 
way for settlers to move in. 

Israeli relentless attacks come 
as efforts are underway to es-
tablish a ceasefire between Israel 
and Hamas. 

But for now, truce talks are just 
a political subterfuge for the re-
gime to achieve its objectives in 
northern Gaza and beyond. 

Israel’s Western allies, in par-
ticular the United States as well 
as regional Arab countries, have 
repeatedly called for ending Isra-
el’s war on Gaza. 

But they have fallen short of 
taking any effective measures in 
this regard. They just pay lip ser-
vice to pacify growing opposition 
against Israel’s crimes in Gaza. 

From page 1    Meanwhile, US Senators Ben 
Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen and Jack Reed Cardin 
have introduced Preventing the Undermin-
ing of Lebanon’s Sovereignty and Economy 
(PULSE) Act. 

The bill allegedly authorizes robust assis-
tance “to strengthen the Lebanese Armed 
Forces as the legitimate defenders of Leb-
anon, provides humanitarian relief to those 
displaced, and supports essential state insti-
tutions, education, and investigative journal-
ism.”

Besides, the PULSE Act allegedly assists 
“to uphold the rule of law in Lebanon and 
supports resolution of the electoral dead-
lock in the selection of a new president that 
will put first the well-being of Lebanon’s 
citizens.”

“Thanks to the diplomatic efforts of the 
Biden administration, the current ceasefire 
offers a path to stability and prosperity for 
the people of Lebanon,” said Cardin, chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

Cardin claimed the act will be “a critical tool 
to support the Lebanese people as they move 

forward to build a future that is secure, sta-
ble, and prosperous, free from conflict and 
external threats. 

The United States must stand by the Leb-
anese people in this pivotal time—they de-
serve nothing less.”

Chair Reed stated that the bill, which is 
divided into 12 points, would “help improve 
Lebanon’s ability to safeguard its sovereignty 
and protect its citizens.”

The bill coincides with Washington’s per-
sistent attempts to restrict Hezbollah under 
the pretext of combating “Iranian entrench-
ment.” 

It is linked to the “soft power” methodolo-
gy theorized by Joseph Nye, former Assistant 
Secretary of State for Defense in the Clinton 
administration, which is based on three basic 
resources: culture, political values, and for-
eign policy.

Since 2009, instead of using the term “soft 
power,” Sayyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iran, coined the 
term “soft war” in a bid to mobilize the mass-
es to confront the US colonial hegemony.  

Then the term has become part of Hezbol-

lah’s literature, not only within its Shiite de-
mographics but also among the pro-Axis of 
Resistance people despite their various ideo-
logical affiliations.

Since its founding, Hezbollah’s discourse 
has reconciled its Islamic doctrine with Leb-
anese nationalism politically, culturally, and 
socially, taking into account sudden and un-
expected changes and challenges. 

Hezbollah’s strategy of flexible adaptation 
has been quite essential, helping it establish 
wide networks of supporters and sympathiz-
ers.

Hezbollah has further devised a set of 
creative tactics with the aim of providing an 
alternative for Gen-Z. Unlike some Islamic 
movements that respond to cultural Amer-
icanization either by turning to extremism 
and self-isolation or by responding through 
complete submission to Western imperi-
alism, Hezbollah has succeeded – as was 
demonstrated during the last war – in cre-
ating a broad, highly organized, disciplined, 
and productive popular environment. It is a 
diverse but cohesive environment at the na-
tional and regional levels. 

From page 1   U.S. and British forces have 
been waging regular strikes on Yemen this 
year in response to Yemeni attacks on Israeli, 
American and British ships transiting the Red 
Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

Yemeni forces have also conducted attacks 
deep inside Israel, targeting the port city of Ei-
lat and Tel Aviv in support of Gaza. 

Israeli media was quick to highlight that the 
occupying regime played no role in the latest 
U.S. aggression on Yemen. 

Experts point out this may have been an 
indirect message to Yemen in the hope of 
avoiding another hypersonic missile being 
launched from the Arab state in the direc-
tion of Tel Aviv. 

Some Israeli analysts have concluded that 
airstrikes on Yemen will not deter the Sanaa 
government from its ongoing military support 
front for Gaza. 

Israeli authorities have confirmed on more 
than one occasion that the Israeli military is 
unable to intercept Yemeni hypersonic mis-
siles that have prompted many residents to 

evacuate their homes 
in the early hours.

According to the 
Walla Hebrew site, 
“Israeli officials must 
quickly disclose the 
reasons behind the 
repeated failures to 
intercept Yemeni mis-
siles to the Israeli pub-
lic.”

Following the latest 
attacks on Yemen, the 
Sanaa government’s 
Foreign Minister, Ja-

mal Ahmed Ali Amer, stated, “Any country that 
supports the Israeli entity in its aggression 
against Yemen will become complicit and bear 
the consequences of its decision.”

The Sanaa Minister of Information, Hashim 
Sharaf al-Din, also said, “It is clear that the 
Americans have not learned from their mis-
takes and will continue to reap humiliation at 
the hands of us Yemenis.”

On February 25, the U.S. and Britain 
launched six airstrikes on the Attan district. 
On March 22, the two countries also launched 
four airstrikes on the same area.

The new aggression on the capital aims to 
pressure Yemeni forces to cease their opera-
tions against Israeli targets. 

However, the Yemeni Armed Forces con-
firmed on Sunday that “their operations will 
not stop until the aggression on Gaza ends 
and the siege is lifted.”

Amid the attacks on Yemen, a U.S. warplane 
was shot down. 

US fighter jet downed

There are disputing viewpoints as to how 
a U.S. warplane was shot down over the Red 
Sea. 

According to a statement by U.S. Central 
Command (CENTCOM), an American warship 
“mistakenly shot down” a F/A-18 warplane as 
it was flying over the aircraft carrier Harry S. 
Truman in the Red Sea. 

One of the carrier’s escort ships, “mistak-
enly fired on and hit” the plane, the statement 
said.

CENTCOM confirmed that two navy pilots

were forced to eject “over the Red Sea 
early on December 22 after their F/A-18 was 
downed in what appears to be a friendly fire 
incident.” 

The statement noted that the pilots man-
aged to eject and survive, with one of them 
sustaining injuries. The “apparent case of 
friendly fire,” is being investigated, CENTCOM 
added. 

Yemeni officials have indicated there may 
be more to the story than what the Americans 
are saying in public, without directly claiming 
responsibility for shooting down the fighter 
jet. 

A member of Yemen’s Supreme Political 
Council, Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, stated that 
“the U.S. Central Command will not disclose 
the truth about the downing of the American 
warplane.”

He added, “What the United States is doing 
may be a tactic to prevent further collapse in 
the morale of its soldiers.”

At the same time, he affirmed that “the 
terrorist actions against Yemen will not stop 
support operations for Gaza.”

Opposition leaders accuse Netanyahu of 
sabotaging truce talks with Hamas  

Pope condemns “cruelty” of Israeli  
attacks on Gaza

How did France get to this point?

A girl stands at the site of an Israeli attack on the Musa bin Nusayr 
School in the Daraj neighborhood in Gaza City
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Plight of Palestinians: Israeli 
genocide shows no sign of abating

US draft resolution intended to confront Hezbollah as 
CBS scrutinizes Pager Massacre

US wages new attacks on Yemen

Heavy rains and chilly winds in Gaza can make the winter unbearable, especially for 
people stranded in makeshift plastic tents.



TEHRAN- A ceremony com-
memorating the third anniver-
sary of Yalda Night’s listing on 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural 
Heritage list was attended by 
Iranian Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, 
Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, along 
with a number of cultural her-
itage officials and foreign am-
bassadors in Tehran on Saturday.

During the ceremony, Sale-
hi-Amiri congratulated attend-
ees on Yalda Night and the birth-
day of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra 
(SA), Mehr reported.

“Tonight, we have gathered to 
celebrate one of our primary cul-
tural elements, Yalda Night. We 
honor both Yalda Night and the 
birth anniversary of Hazrat Fate-
meh Zahra (SA)this evening.”

“The duality of Iranian iden-
tity and Islam coexists in Iran, 
demonstrating that Iranians live 
with a rational approach where 
there is no distinction between 
their Iranian identity and Islam, 
celebrating cultural elements 
such as Yalda and Chaharshan-
beh-Suri alongside religious oc-
casions like Ashura and Tasua,” 
he added. 

He also emphasized on Iranian 
identity and culture that are tied 
to the strength and vitality of 
Iran. “Iran remains a constant in 
our lineage and history.”

The minister continued, “Iran’s 
cultural richness acts as a mag-
net attracting the world. Its leg-
acy places it among the top ten 
countries worldwide historically 
and culturally. We have identified 
one million artifacts and regis-
tered over 40,000.”

“Another crucial element is the 
Persian language, which embod-

ies the shared spirit of all Irani-
ans around the globe. The per-
sistence of the Persian language 
over a millennium signifies a 
continuous cultural legacy, a key 
to the endurance of this land,” he 
added. 

The minister emphasized the 
importance of cultural diversity 
in Iran, stating, “Throughout his-
tory, no event has caused Iran to 
break apart. People of Azarbaijan 
have lived in Iran for thousands 
of years as beloved people. The 
Kurds, with their rich cultural 
heritage, also span thousands 
of years in this land. The peo-
ple of Sistan and Baluchestan 
boast over 5,000 years of histo-
ry, known for their bravery and 
resilience. In this geography, we 
also have Arabs who lived in Iran 
before Islam, deeply connected 
to the land. The Turkmen, too, are 
noble people, and this communi-
ty is not artificial; they have long 
been a part of Iran. This cultural 
diversity has established Iran as 
a land of plurality and unity.”

He concluded by stating that 

the Iranian intellect has always 
been renowned throughout his-
tory, with ethics being a superior 
trait of Iranians.

For his part, deputy minister 
for cultural heritage Ali Darabi 
stated that honoring Yalda Night 
highlights how the customs 
and rituals belonging to the na-
tion’s ancestors have persisted 
through time, becoming part of 
Iran’s intangible heritage.

Yalda Night has been cher-
ished among Iranians from an-
cient times to the present day, 
he mentioned. Darabi expressed 
pride for Iranians in having this 
festival recognized globally.

“The global recognition of Yal-
da Night signifies its interna-
tional potential.”

Speaking at the ceremony, the 
Kyrgyzstan’s Ambassador in Teh-
ran Tordogan Sedigov congratu-
lated attendees on Yalda Night, 
emphasizing that it is part of the 
intangible cultural heritage of 
humanity. 

“Yalda is an ancient tradition 
among Iranians and several oth-

er countries, symbolizing Iran’s 
respect for nature, family, and 
culture. Yalda is also celebrated 
in Kyrgyzstan.”

He added, “Let us first con-
gratulate Iranians on Yalda, as 
they have been celebrating it for 
thousands of years, since ancient 
times. Through this celebration, 
the people of Iran honor their 
past and cherished traditions. 
Yalda signifies the victory of light 
over darkness, which holds great 
significance.”

In 2022, UNESCO added Yalda 
Night to its Representative List 
of the Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage of Humanity, highlighting 
its significance as a cornerstone 
of Persian culture and tradition.

Yalda refers to a traditional 
celebration of the sun and the 
warmth of life. Practiced in Iran 
and Afghanistan, the event takes 
place the last night of autumn, 
when families gather at the 
houses of elders and sit around 
a table adorned with a series of 
symbolic objects and foods: a 
lamp to symbolize light, water 
to represent cleanliness, and red 
fruits such as pomegranates, 
watermelons, beetroots, jujube, 
and grapes to symbolize warmth.

Broth, sweets, dried fruits, and 
nuts that are used specifically for 
the occasion are also set on the 
table and consumed during the 
gathering. Activities range from 
reciting poetry and storytell-
ing to playing games and music 
and giving gifts to new in-laws, 
brides, and children. The event 
celebrates cultural identity, na-
ture, respect for women, friend-
ship, hospitality, cultural diversi-
ty, and peaceful coexistence.

Rural tourism in India has seen a transfor-
mative shift over recent years, blending sus-
tainable practices with immersive cultural 
experiences. Haritika Organization, in partner-
ship with the Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board, 
has emerged as a frontrunner in this sector. By 
promoting homestays and local cultural heri-
tage, the initiative is not only promoting tour-
ism but also empowering rural communities 
economically and socially. Manoj Nayak, Team 
Leader at Haritika Organization, provided a de-
tailed overview of their journey, challenges and 
aspirations.

Initiating rural tourism

The rural tourism project began in 2021 un-
der the supervision of the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board, which enlisted Haritika Organi-
zation as a partner support agency. The initia-
tive aimed to promote rural tourism by lever-
aging local resources and traditions. It started 
modestly with six homestays in select villages, 
showcasing rural India’s untapped potential as 
a travel destination.

The concept was simple yet innovative, which 
was to provide tourists with authentic experi-
ences rooted in the traditions and lifestyles 
of rural India. The initial success of these six 
homestays led to rapid expansion. 

“Initially, we developed six homestays, and 
due to their success, we expanded to 16 more. 
As of today, we have a total of 22 homestays 
operational,” Nayak quoted. These homestays 
are seamlessly integrated into the digital mar-
ketplace, listed on major travel platforms. This 
digital accessibility ensures a steady flow of 
visitors, enhancing the visibility of rural desti-
nations.

Homestays at Orchha 

Nayak shared fascinating insights about 
the homestays in Bagan village and the sur-
rounding areas. “We have built two homestays, 
Sheetla Green Homestay - what makes it spe-
cial is the way it is naturally preserved. The 
entire place feels like a wall, surrounded by a 
variety of plants, including papaya and guava, 
which thrive there,” he explained.

Moving on, the team leader spoke about 
the homestay in Ladpura called Madhav Hill 
homestays, where Bundelkhandi paintings add 
a unique cultural touch, creating an inviting at-
mosphere for guests. “The Bundelkhandi paint-
ings are beautifully done, and we even have a 
selfie point where visitors are encouraged to 
take photos and learn about the artwork.”

He also highlighted Rekha and Kamala’s 

homestay, where sustainability and self-suffi-
ciency are prioritized. “Here, they have installed 
steel lights and grow everything organically; no 
chemical fertilizers are used. You’ll find papa-
yas, guavas, mangoes, and jamun on the prop-
erty. There’s no need to bring anything from 
outside,” he said.

Moreover, the homestay offers pure, local-
ly-produced products such as cow ghee and 
milk, which guests rave about. “It’s rare to find 
this level of authenticity. Some tourists even 
prefer to leave their five-star hotels, like the 
Orchha, to experience the genuine homestay 
vibe.”

Training and capacity building
Central to the project’s success is the train-

ing provided to homestay caretakers. These 
individuals were enrolled in professional devel-
opment programs at IHM Bhopal. “They have 
received training from IHM Bhopal in hospi-
tality management, record-keeping and guest 
interaction. From documenting visitor details 
to providing authentic experiences, they are 
well-prepared,” shared the team leader.

This structured approach has ensured con-
sistent and high-quality experience for tourists 
while equipping locals with employable skills. 
The initiative’s emphasis on professional train-
ing not only benefits the homestay owners but 
also enhances the overall appeal of rural tour-
ism as a credible and sustainable venture.

Economic benefits
The economic impact of the initiative has 

been substantial. While the homestay own-
ers are reaping the benefits, other villagers 
are also experiencing positive effects from 
the project. “We’ve hosted more than 3,000 
tourists, generating substantial revenue for 
homestay owners and benefiting the wider 
community. For instance, cultural performanc-
es like Bundeli music and traditional meals not 
only attract tourists but also provide additional 
income to locals,” Nayak said.

The project has also resulted in a remarkable 
increase in land values. Previously, an acre of 
agricultural land in these regions was valued at 
around Rs 5 lakh. With the influx of tourists, the 
same land now commands prices upwards of 
Rs 20 lakh. This fourfold increase reflects the 
economic potential that rural tourism holds 
for communities. The benefits extend beyond 
direct monetary gains. Tourists often engage 
with local artisans, musicians and farmers, 
creating a demand for Bundeli music perfor-
mances, traditional culinary services and local 
produce.

 8Cultural preservation through tourism

One of the most compelling aspects of the 
project is its focus on cultural preservation. 
Each homestay is designed to reflect the re-
gion’s unique Bundeli heritage, with traditional 
paintings, furnishings and decor. These ele-
ments not only enhance the aesthetic appeal of 
the properties but also serve as a medium for 
cultural education.

Tourists are treated to authentic Bundeli 
cuisine prepared using organic, locally sourced 
ingredients. Dishes like khichdi, sabzi and kheer 
are served, providing a taste of rural India. Visi-
tors can also witness farming practices, includ-
ing vegetable cultivation and livestock rearing, 
gaining insights into the agrarian lifestyle.

Many families from urban areas and even in-
ternational tourists visit these homestays spe-
cifically to introduce their children to rural life. 
The idea is to offer them with a unique first-
hand experience. These activities create sup-
plemental income streams for local performers 
and artisans, further embedding tourism as a 
pillar of rural development.

Empowering women through tourism

Another notable feature of the initiative is its 
focus on empowering women. Haritika Organi-
zation has partnered with the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to implement a project aimed at 
creating safe and inclusive spaces for women 
tourists.

“Through a project aimed at creating safe 
tourism spaces for women, we’ve trained wom-
en in reception management and as e-rickshaw 
drivers. This initiative fosters an environment 
where women, even at night, can feel safe ex-
ploring the area,” Nayak shared. By increasing 
women’s visibility in public spaces, the initiative 
promotes a sense of safety and inclusivity for 
tourists.

A model of sustainable tourism

Haritika’s approach to rural tourism is deeply 
rooted in sustainability. The homestays use or-
ganic farming practices, avoiding chemical fer-
tilizers and pesticides. Guests are served farm-
to-table meals, ensuring freshness and health 
while promoting local agriculture. The initiative 
also addresses environmental concerns by en-
couraging the use of bicycles for local trans-
portation and organizing eco-friendly activities 
such as nature walks and picnics. These efforts 
not only reduce the carbon footprint of tourism 
but also instill environmental consciousness 
among visitors.

(Source: Bwhotelier) 

TEHRAN- The Hindu Temple in Bandar 
Abbas, southern Hormozgan province, is 
scheduled to host a handicrafts exhibition 
from December 25 to 27. 

This exhibition is a valuable opportuni-
ty to showcase the traditional arts of the 
talented women of Hormozgan and to ac-
knowledge their role in preserving and pro-
moting local culture and art, a provincial 
tourism chief has said. 

The exhibit will feature a variety of hand-
icraft works, including traditional embroi-
dery, gilded embroidery, pottery, and weav-
ing, Sanaz Ramaji explained on Sunday. 

The modest temple was built in the early 
20th century to serve the Indian community 
working for the British East India Company.

Its architecture features are a combi-
nation of Persian and Hindi architecture, 
which is one of the historical monuments in 
Hormozgan province. However, it lacks the 

vivid colors that are usually associated 
with Hindu temples.

Iranian handicrafts are a vibrant ex-
pression of the country’s rich cultural 
heritage, showcasing centuries of art-
istry and craftsmanship. From intricate 
Persian carpets, celebrated for their 
elaborate designs and vivid colors, to 
exquisite miniature paintings and callig-
raphy, Iranian artisans create works that 
blend tradition with unmatched skill.

Pottery and ceramics, often adorned 
with geometric or floral patterns, re-
flect the country’s historic connection 
to the Silk Road. Metalwork, including 

engraved copper and brass, highlights the 
precision of Iranian craftsmen, while tur-
quoise inlaying, or Firoozeh-kubi, trans-
forms jewelry and decorative items into 
cultural treasures.

Woodworking traditions such as Khatam-
kari, which is a form of marquetry, combine 
delicate inlaid pieces to create mesmerizing 
designs. Handwoven textiles, such as Pateh 
embroidery or Gabbeh rugs, represent re-
gional identities and local stories.

Experts say that each Iranian handicraft 
is more than a product; it’s a narrative of 
history, artistry, and cultural pride, passed 
down through generations of dedicated ar-
tisans.

Currently, a selection of 13 cities and three 
villages in Iran have been registered by the 
World Council of Handicrafts as “world cit-
ies of handicrafts”.

TEHRAN- The underground city of Samen 
in Malayer, Hamedan province, is poised for 
tourism enhancement, the provincial tour-
ism chief has said. 

The Samen underground city holds sig-
nificant tourism potential for both Malayer 
and the surrounding region, Mohsen Ma-
soum Alizadeh said on Saturday, CHTN re-
ported. 

With government support and its grow-
ing popularity during Nowruz celebrations 
in recent years, this unique destination 
has sparked a renaissance in Hamadan’s 
tourism sector, ranking it among the five 
most-visited attractions in the province, he 
added. 

He also highlighted that this remarkable 
underground site attracts over 200,000 
domestic and international tourists each 
year.

Samen subterranean settlement has 25 
rock-carved rooms, interlinked tunnels, 
and corridors.

The subterranean complex appears to 
have been first used for religious purposes, 
then as a cemetery, and finally as a shelter 
during emergencies.

The underground complex, located 400 
km west of Tehran, is believed to be built 
sometime between the fall of the Achae-
menid Empire (550-330 BC) and the early 
Parthian era (247 BC-224 CE).

Excavations at the site began in 2005 and 
are still going on. So far tens of well-pre-
served skeletons have been retrieved from 

its interconnected chambers.

Iran is a haven for ancient 
troglodytic architecture which is 
somewhat forgotten though they 
are filled with life and creativity. 
The northwest Kandovan village 
is one of the most famous exam-
ples of troglodytic architecture in 
the country; its ice-cream cone-
shaped homes resemble that of 
Turkey’s Cappadocia.

In October 2018, the country 
hosted the 3rd International Trog-
lodytic Architecture Conference in 
which tens of experts, research-
ers, and academia discussed trog-

lodyte-associated architecture, culture, 
and technology.

Known in classical times as Ecbatana, 
Hamedan was one of the ancient world’s 
greatest cities. Pitifully little remains from 
antiquity, but significant parts of the city 
center are given over to excavations. Ec-
batana was the capital of Media and sub-
sequently a summer residence of the Ach-
aemenian kings who ruled Persia from 553 
to 330 BC.

Hamadan has had many names: it was 
possibly the Bit Daiukki of the Assyrians, 
Hangmatana, or Agbatana, to the Medes, 
and Ecbatana to the Greeks. One of the 
Median capitals, under Cyrus II (the Great; 
died 529 BC) and later Achaemenian rulers, 
it was the site of a royal summer palace.

About 1220, Hamedan was destroyed 
by the Mongols. In 1386 it was sacked by 
Timur (Tamerlane), a Turkic conqueror, and 
the inhabitants were massacred. It was 
partly restored in the 17th century and sub-
sequently changed hands often between 
Iranian ruling houses and the Ottomans.

Sitting on a high plain, Hamedan is gra-
ciously cool in August but snow prone and 
freezing from December to March. In sum-
mer the air is often hazy. Ali Sadr cave, Gan-
jnameh inscriptions, Avicenna Mausoleum, 
Hegmataneh hill, Alaviyan dome, Jameh 
mosque, and St. Stephanos Gregorian 
Church are amongst Hamedan’s attractions 
to name a few.
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Hindu Temple to host handicrafts 
exhibition

Tourism in Samen underground city to 
see enhancement, official says

Iran celebrates 3rd anniversary of Yalda 
Night’s UNESCO designation

Transforming rural tourism: A journey through 
 culture, cuisine and sustainability
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TEHRAN –Barekat Charity Foundation is 
planning to inaugurate a heart mobile clinic 
in deprived areas to conduct cardiovascular 
screenings.

The project aims to improve health in-
frastructure by providing health-oriented 
services as well as supportive services in 
prevention and treatment sectors utilizing 
mobile clinic services, IRNA quoted.

Barekat Charity Foundation has so far 
constructed and equipped 20 hospitals with 
over 1,700 beds, as well as 275 medical cen-
ters in deprived areas. A group of volunteers 
including general practitioners, specialists, 
dentists, as well as heart and brain surgeons 
are offering services to the patients in these 
centers.

Currently, the country’s biggest mobile 
hospital, with 92 beds, is located in Khuz-
estan province. 

Over the past Iranian calendar year (March 
2023-March 2024), it was dispatched to sev-
eral deprived areas and provided health ser-
vices to more than 70,000 people.

Regarding the high cost of cancer treat-

ment and the significance of early diagnosis 
of the disease, Barekat Charity Foundation 
has already started the cancer screening 
project in less privileged areas.

It has also allocated some 1.5 billion rilas 
(around 2,000 dollars) for the treatment of 
people in deprived areas.

A total of 2,000 patients, who have been 
diagnosed with cancer, in these areas are re-
ceiving treatment. 

TEHRAN –According to Shina Ansari, the 
head of the Department of Environment 
(DOE), no single organization will be able to 
successfully preserve the environment on its 
own; environmental issues will be best ad-
dressed through public participation.

“There are many environmental challenges 
in habitats, wildlife, and wetlands which can 
not be tackled just by the efforts and mea-
sures of the Department of Environment,” 
IRIB quoted Ansari as saying.

The official made the remarks at the clos-
ing ceremony of the 22nd international en-
vironmental exhibition which was held from 
December 18 to 22.

According to the Constitution, protecting 
the environment is everyone’s responsibility, 
Ansari added.

She went on to call for assistance and co-
operation from different strata, organiza-
tions, economic sectors, activists, as well as 
government bodies like ministries of educa-
tion, agriculture, and foreign affairs. 

To be able to preserve the environment, we 
need to recognize it as one of our main con-
cerns, Ansari further noted.

The 22nd international environmental ex-
hibition was held with the theme of ‘public 
involvement, green economy, sustainable 
future’.

It focused on ‘economic environment, en-
vironmental economy’, to highlight the im-
portance of social responsibility in protecting 
the environment.

It aimed to raise public awareness about 
environmental issues, provide an opportu-
nity for the exchange of knowledge and ex-
periences among experts, specialists, and 
environmental activists, and introduce and 
encourage the use of innovative solutions 
and advanced technologies to reduce fuel 
and energy consumption.

Preserving natural resources, fostering 
interactions and cooperation between insti-
tutions, organizations, and companies ac-
tive in the field of environment and energy, 
promoting the concepts of sustainability and 
social responsibility among the people as 
well as encouraging environmentally friendly 
behaviors were among the other goals of the 
exhibition. 

The event also sought to persuade indus-
tries, mining, and petrochemical units to 
support the preservation of plant and animal 
species and encourage them to take steps 
toward enhancing air quality.

Administration’s environmental policies  
During the presidential election, the envi-

ronmental committee of the elected Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian offered a program 
with a focus on the preservation of the envi-
ronment and the stability of the country.

The program is structured around six axes: 
moving towards a green economy; managing 

and improving various quantitative and qual-
itative dimensions of environmental imbal-
ances (such as economy, energy, and water); 
effectively protecting biological resources 
(including natural resources and biodiver-
sity); achieving good environmental gov-
ernance; addressing public demands in the 
field of environment, and enhancing interna-
tional bilateral or multilateral cooperation in 
the field of environment.

To compile the program, general environ-
mental policies, Article 50 of the Constitu-
tion, and other national policy documents 
have been taken into account.

Moreover, the president-elect has high-
lighted the necessity of observing environ-
mental considerations in development plans.

Pezeshkian believes that no development 
plan should be initiated without taking en-
vironmental considerations into account; in 
other words, the environment should be the 
central pillar of all development matters.

Referring to the increasing occurrence of 
sand and dust storms (SDSs) in the region 
and the environmental statement on bol-
stering environmental diplomacy, the ad-
ministration of Pezeshkian will definitely 
endorse regional and global interactions to 
tackle not only SDSs issue but also water di-
plomacy and transboundary waters as other 
critical issues.

Exchanging regional and global experi-
ences in the field of environment, laying the 
ground for facilitating interactions and ben-
efiting from global experiences and modern 
knowledge, and participating at various lev-
els of environment-related negotiations in 
order to attract resources, enhance capabil-
ities and secure national interests are parts 
of objectives in this context.

Drafting a binding legal document within 
the framework of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity to protect biodiversity, and 
manage valuable ecosystems such as na-
tional parks and national natural monuments 
has been highlighted.

Also, preventing the extinction of endan-
gered species including cheetah, and bustard 
will be a top priority.

TEHRAN – On the occasion of National 
Mother’s Day, which fell on December 22 
this year, a total of 1,000 female prison-
ers of unintentional crimes were released 
across the country.

National Woman’s Day (also called Moth-
er’s Day), coincides with the birth anniver-
sary of Hazrat Fatemeh, the daughter of 
the holy prophet Mohammad (PBUH).

Currently, there are over 600 women 
imprisoned for unintentional crimes, IRIB 
reported.

In the first six months of the current Ira-
nian year (which began on March 21, 2023), 
4,224 prisoners of involuntary crimes were 
released from prisons.

Of the total released prisoners, 4,032 were 
male and 192 were female, IRNA reported.

The prisoners had a total debt of 56 thou-
sand billion rials (about $103 million).

On January 5, with the participation of al-
truists and benevolent people, a total of 2,548 
prisoners of unintentional crimes were re-
leased from prisons nationwide, ISNA reported.

Governmental contribution 

In March 2023, heads of the three branches 
of the government donated sums of money to 

help release prisoners of unintentional crimes.

Late President Ebrahim Raisi, Judiciary 
Chief Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei, and Par-
liament Speaker Mohammad-Baqer Qalibaf 
allocated a total of 8.6 billion rials (about 
$16,000) for the issue, IRNA reported.

As an annual tradition, benefactors come 
together in a ceremony to raise funds for 
releasing prisoners of unintentional crimes 
during the holy month of Ramadan, according 
to the Blood Money Organization.

Previously, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, earmarked 
15 billion rials (some $27.7) for releasing pris-
oners of unintentional crimes.

Asadollah Joulaei, the head of the Blood 
Money Organization, said on March 26, 
2023, that a total of 6,875 prisoners of un-
intentional crimes have been released over 
the past 12 months, Mehr reported.

Freeing prisoners of involuntary crimes is 
done in three ways. The first way is grant-
ing prisoners leave and the second way is 
providing a number of them with loans to 
be paid inside the prison.

The third way of assistance is the release 
of unintentional convicts by paying their 
debt.

The Blood Money Organization was estab-
lished in 1990. Since then, more than 160,000 
prisoners of unintentional crimes who had 
debts have been freed.

On March 6, 2023, Mohseni-Ejei said the 
Leader had pardoned a sizable number of 
prisoners.

He also said that over 80,000 prisoners 
have received pardons as a result of the order 
issued by Ayatollah Khamenei.

The top judge stressed that thousands 
who had been detained during recent distur-
bances in the country were given amnesty.

He added that the number of pardon cases 
could approach 90,000.

TEHRAN –The administration 
has focused on increasing wom-
en’s share of entrepreneurship in 
the science and technology sec-
tor from currently 12 percent to 
30 percent, Zahra Behrouz-Azar, 
the Vice President for Women 
and Family Affairs, has said.  

“Since graduated women con-
stitute a large percentage of 
unemployed individuals, we are 
trying to implement the idea of 
increasing the share of women 
in entrepreneurship in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of Sci-
ence, Research and Technology, 
technology parks and business 
incubators, as well as the Minis-
try of Information, and Commu-
nication Technology, to minimize 
the gap and witness the pres-
ence of more and more women 
in businesses,” IRNA quoted Beh-
rouz-Azar as saying.

 The official made the remarks 
on Saturday, December 21, on the 
sidelines of an exhibition called 
‘Women, the pivot of innovation 
and technology’.

Women hold over 24% share 
of inventions in Iran

According to Behrouz-Azar, 
women account for more than 
24 percent of inventions in the 
country, compared to the global 
average of 17 percent.

In Iran, entrepreneurship of-
ficially commenced in 2000. 
Following that it was defined as 
a field of study in universities, 
and the first entrepreneurial 
major as an interdisciplinary one 
launched at University of Tehran, 
she explained.

The official went on to say that 
the concept of entrepreneurship 
is interwoven with various fields 
such as economy, psychology, 
culture, sociology, and even reli-
gion. 

With the conceptual develop-
ment of entrepreneurial thought, 
women’s entrepreneurship be-
gins to grow because there is 
a difference between men and 
women in terms of performance, 
motivation, and access to re-
sources.

One of the most important 
differences between entrepre-
neurship among women and 
men is the issue of motivation.

Men’s motivation in entrepre-
neurship is more concerned with 
earning a living and increasing 
wealth, but women all over the 
world tend to use it to strength-
en the family foundation.

The most important goal in 
women’s entrepreneurship in the 
current administration is to pro-

mote motivation.

Men entrepreneurs can more 
easily provide resources and 
capital for their businesses, but 
this happens less for women. 

Therefore, educated women 
face funding problems to start 
their businesses.

The government is well aware 
of the issue and is looking for 
solutions to boost access to fi-
nance for women entrepreneurs, 
Behrouz-Azar highlighted.

Women’s economic, social 
empowerment

Addressing the Asia-Pacific 
Ministerial Conference, held in 
Bangkok, Thailand, from Novem-
ber 19 to 21, Behrouz-Azar stated 
that the current administration 
focuses on empowering women 
in social and economic areas, as 
well as improving their access 
to social services and facilities 
through implementing certain 
national programs.

“Iran has always focused on 

programs that empower wom-
en, particularly those who are 
heads of household, economical-
ly and socially. Actions taken by 
the country have always aimed 
to promote women’s status by 
observing the principles of the 
constitution and Islamic teach-
ings,” Mehr news agency quoted 
Behrouz-Azar as saying.

Referring to Iran’s remark-
able achievements in education, 
health, science, technology, and 
entrepreneurship, she under-
scored the prominent role of Ira-
nian women in these fields.

The official further said the 
seventh National Development 
Plan has stressed the need to 
overcome barriers to women’s 
professional development. Ac-
cordingly, the current adminis-
tration has put supporting wom-
en’s entrepreneurship and home 
business growth on the agenda 
despite unfair sanctions.

Addressing a roundtable fo-
cusing on ‘Advancing wom-
en’s economic empowerment 
through employment, decent 
work, social protection, and en-
trepreneurship’, Fakhr al-Sadat 
Fatemi, an advisor to the deputy 
vice president for women and 
family affairs, for her part pro-
posed three ways to advance 
women’s empowerment in dif-
ferent fields, these ways include 
training, empowering, acquiring 
skills, and developing opportuni-
ties for women’s participation, as 
well as providing legal and exec-
utive support, Mehr news agency 
reported.
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Heart mobile clinic to be launched in 
deprived areas

Public participation essential in 
environmental protection: DOE chief

$22m earmarked for 
technical-vocational schools

A total budget of 900 billion rials (nearly $22 million) has been 
requested to develop and equip technical-vocational high schools 
across the country in the current Iranian calendar year (ending 
March 20, 2019), Mohsen Hosseini, an official with the Ministry of 
Education has announced.

Describing some of the programs and priorities of the tech-
nical and vocational training organization affiliated to the Minis-
try, Hosseini pointed to improvement of technical and vocational 
training plans as the Ministry’s main priority.

Competency-based education and assessment is among the 
most important programs of the technical and vocational organi-
zation, which must be well implemented in all career and technical 
education high school, he added, Mehr reported on Wednesday.

تخصیص ۹۰ میلیارد تومان اعتبار برای تجهیز 
هنرستان های کشور

از  پرورش  و  آموزش  وزارت  متوسطه  دفتر  حرفه‌ای  و  فنی  مدیرکل 
تخصیص ۹۰ میلیارد تومان اعتبار برای تجهیز هنرستان‌های کشور در 

سال جاری خبر داد.
به گزارش خبرگزاری مهر، سیدمحسن حسینی مقدم در دیدار با مدیران 
هنرستان‌های فنی و حرفه‌ای شهر شیراز و برخی از مناطق استان فارس 
اولویت‌های وزارت آموزش و پرورش در  برنامه‌ها و  از  با تشریح برخی 
و  فنی  دفتر  برنامه‌های  کیفیت‌بخشی  گفت:  حرفه‌ای،  و  فنی  بخش 

حرفه‌ای اولویت اصلی آموزش و پرورش است.
از  شایستگی  بر  مبتنی  ارزشیابی  و  آموزش  کرد:  اظهار  حسینی‌مقدم 
دنبال  حرفه‌ای  و  فنی  آموزش‌های  در  که  است  برنامه‌هایی  مهمترین 
همه  در  و  شده  مراقبت  خوبی  به  آموزش  شیوه  این  باید  و  می‌شود 

هنرستان‌ها اجرا شود.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Administration aims to raise women’s 
presence in entrepreneurship: VP

1,000 female prisoners freed to mark Mother’s Day
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TEHRAN-The Persian translation of the 
book “Hamam Balkania” written by the 
Serbian writer Vladislav Bajac has been re-
leased in the Iranian book market.

Amir Kabir Publishers has brought out 
the book that has been translated by Yousef 
Sohrabi, IRNA reported.

This is a book that lives in two parts - 
one set in the Ottoman empire of the 16th 
century, and the other in the 21st century. 
It tells the story of two friends, both taken 
as children from their homes and induct-
ed into the Turkish Sultan’s private guard: 
Sokollu Mehmed Pasha, the Serbian shep-
herd boy who rose to the position of Grand 
Vizier and Koca Mimar Sinan, the “Michel-
angelo of the East”. 

Between them they represent both de-
struction and creation, while at the same 
time providing readers with a harrowing 
insight into the heart of religion and iden-
tity. There is also the voice of the author, 
sharing his experiences in the modern 
world, and his musings on faith, identity 
and nation.

“Hamam Balkania” has won five awards. 
In the tradition of great modern Serbian 
novelists, Bajac twists and weaves a tale 
between old and new, modern and rusted, 
East and West, water and fire. 

This is a truly ambitious book that re-
wards the reader with insights into some 
of the great questions of our time.

The author’s home country of Serbia is 
fascinated with its Ottoman roots, and 

this novel is no exception. Bajac takes the 
lives of ancient figures and weaves them 
together with flashing, real, and dirty char-
acters from Western society’s recent past 
- his stories at times dipping their pen into 
the well of memoir. 

Bajac has rubbed elbows with Leonard 
Cohen, and shared words and stages with 
literary greats - none of that is lost on the 
reader here. Two stories collide in the read-
er’s mind, not on the pages, as if learning 
two different histories from two separate 
professors. 

Vladislav Bajac, 70, is a novelist, sto-
ry-teller, poet and publisher. He has worked 
as a journalist and translator from English 
into Serbian, and has edited dozens of lit-
erary texts, including several anthologies 
and books. As an author, he has written six 
novels, three collections of short stories 
and two books of poetry. 

Bajac was the vice-president of the Ser-
bian PEN Center 2008-10 and the founder 
and president of Geopoetika Publishing.

In four short films made amid 
the chaos and destruction of 
a terrible conflict, stories have 
been captured of how the hope 
of children can thrive over horror

In Gaza’s camps for displaced 
people, cameras were placed 
in the hands of children as part 
of an initiative to capture the 
thoughts and creativity of a peo-
ple living through the horrors of 
war, Al Majalla reported.

The result is four short films 
which reveal what life is like for 
some of the youngest people liv-
ing in some of the most difficult 
conditions in the world.

They amount to an extraordi-
nary visual expression of a de-
termination, under terrible cir-
cumstances, of a quest for a new 
concept of life – and hope – amid 
all the destruction, hunger, and 
despair.

Together, the films amount to 
a unique cinematic experiment 
which reveals, in intimate detail, 
the harrowing human experience 
of war.

The unique insights of the films 
and the way they have captured 
such a poignant and important 
moment in time were guided 
by directors Saud Muhanna and 
Youssef Khattab.

When asked about the meth-

odology used in filming these 
movies, Khattab explained: “We 
followed a methodology with the 
young filmmakers that centered 
on idea generation, encouraging 
them to draw on their personal 
experiences with war, displace-
ment, destruction, loss, dreams, 
and art. We also had discussions 
with them about older and con-
temporary films that have won 
international awards”.

“We engaged the children in 
interacting with the elements 
of filmmaking, including visual 
composition, dramatic structure, 
character development, and nar-
rative goals. This approach sig-
nificantly helped them develop 
their ideas about their harsh re-
alities,” he added.

The four short films are 
marked by symbolism and an 
emotional pull on the audience. 
They convey a subtlety of mean-
ing through the children’s gazes, 
movements, clothing, and the 
surrounding furniture, elements 
of their previous lives that ac-
companied them during filming.

“We aimed to use symbolism 
in filming, steering clear of direct 
messaging. We were searching 
for a universal language that 
everyone could understand and 
connect with. Deepening these 

ideas was a constant goal to 
convey the Palestinian child’s 
message to the world through 
cinema,” Khattab explained.

The project faced immense 
challenges. There were obstacles 
to be overcome for the children, 
the film crew, and the directors, 
owing to the complex realities of 
life in Gaza, where every artis-
tic or cultural endeavor is under 
threat.

“We encountered significant 
obstacles that nearly halted the 
work multiple times. Our pri-
mary concern was keeping the 
children safe from harm, so we 
chose a location near their camps 
for training and filming,” Khattab 
elaborated.

“It is not easy to produce a film 
in a place where electricity has 
been absent for over a year. Every 
step requires energy, which was 
exhausting and posed many bar-
riers during filming and editing,” 
he continued.

The films are a blend of spon-
taneity and deliberate planning. 
They also combine a grim reality 
with a way of finding joy in ad-
versity, drawing smiles from the 
children and offering some hope 
for the journey that lies ahead for 
them and for Palestine.

The storylines are crafted from 

personal testimony and captured 
on film to convey what amounts 
to a profound and passionate 
message for the world from the 
children, conveyed from their 
difficult position so early in the 
journey of life.

As Khattab remarked, this 
process had an effect of its own 
on the participants themselves. 
“The children’s personalities 
changed after producing these 
films. They became more aware 
of the responsibility on their 
shoulders – to document the 
destruction with the few tools 
available to them – something 
absent in earlier Palestinian 
tragedies”.

“The children contributed nu-
merous ideas for reflection and 
development, and we chose four 
to bring to life. In the Palestinian 
camps, there is a quest for life 
that children witness and learn 
from, despite the bleak reality,” 
Khattab noted. 

“Here, Palestinian artists live 
in tents, playing music and sing-
ing day and night. Through art, 
they teach the children to love 
life, even under the dark skies 
above them. This is the spirit we 
wanted to capture through their 
cinematic adventure,” he con-
cluded.

TEHRAN-A new round of per-
formance of “Tonight – Borscht 
& Blood,” directed by the well-
known Iranian actor, director, 
and writer Saber Abar is on stage 
at the Book Garden Theater in 
Tehran.

Written by Mehdi 
Yazdani-Khorram, it is an adap-
tation of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s 
short story “The Gentle Spirit,” 
ILNA reported.

Abar and Fatemeh Naghavi are 
the only actors in the 60-minute 
play, which was staged at Book 
Garden Theater during spring 
and summer.

Also known as “A Gentle Crea-
ture” and “The Meek One,” the 
story is a compelling study of 
despair, based on a real-life inci-
dent. A pawnbroker mourns the 
loss of his wife, a quiet, gentle 
young girl. Why has she killed 
herself? Could he have prevent-
ed it? These are the questions 
the pawnbroker asks himself as 
he pieces together past events 
and minor incidents, changes of 
mood, and passing glances, in his 
search for an answer that will re-
lieve his torment.

Originally written in 1876, it 
is a first-person stream of con-
sciousness narrative. It chroni-
cles the relationship between a 
pawnbroker and a girl who fre-

quents his shop. The story was 
inspired by a news report that 
Dostoyevsky read in the paper 
about the suicide of a seam-
stress. Dostoyevsky referred to 
it as a “meek suicide” that “keeps 
haunting you for a long time”.

Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821–
1881) was a Russian novelist, 

short story writer, essayist and 
journalist. Numerous literary 
critics regard him as one of the 
greatest novelists in all of world 
literature, as many of his works 
are considered highly influential 
masterpieces.

Dostoevsky’s literary works 
explore the human condition 

in the troubled political, social, 
and spiritual atmospheres of 
19th-century Russia, and engage 
with a variety of philosophical 
and religious themes.

“Tonight – Borscht & Blood” 
will remain on stage until Janu-
ary 19, 2025 at the Book Garden 
Theater.
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Patience is of two kinds: patience over what pains you, and patience 
against what you covet.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:12:04       Evening: 17:16     Dawn: 5:42 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 7:12  (tomorrow)

Vladislav Bajac’s “Hamam Balkania” available in Persian

Gaza’s young filmmakers capture the suffering of war

Book Garden Theater restaging adaptation 
of Dostoyevsky’s “The Gentle Spirit” 
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Don Quixote!
Cartoonist: Mikail Çiftçi from Turkey

Cartoon of Day

TEHRAN- The Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) cin-
ematheque will screen “A Dream Play” directed 
by the Swedish film and theatre director and 
screenwriter Ingmar Bergman on Wednesday. 

Set for 5 p.m., the screening will be followed 
by a review session with Abbas Ghaffari as the 
host and theater critic Alireza Naraghi, ISNA re-
ported.

The made-for-television film, made in 1963, 
was Bergman’s first production of the Swedish 
playwright August Strindberg’s namesake fan-
tasy play.

First published in 1902, the play remains one 
of Strindberg’s most admired and influential 
dramas, seen as an important precursor to both 
dramatic Expressionism and Surrealism.

The primary character in the play is Agnes, a 
daughter of the Vedic god Indra. She descends 
to Earth to bear witness to problems of human 
beings. She meets about 40 characters, some of 
them having a clearly symbolical value (such as 
four deans representing theology, philosophy, 
medicine, and law) and is herself enmeshed in a 
wrenching marriage. 

After experiencing all sorts of human suf-
fering (for example poverty, cruelty, and the 
routine of family life), the daughter of gods re-
alizes that human beings are to be pitied. Only 
the Poet, who has created the dream, seems 
unaffected by human suffering. Finally, she re-
turns to Heaven and this moment corresponds 
to the awakening from a dream-like sequence 
of events.

August Strindberg (1849-1912) was a Swed-
ish playwright, novelist, poet, essayist, and 
painter. A prolific writer who often drew directly 
on his personal experience, Strindberg wrote 
more than 60 plays and more than 30 works of 
fiction, autobiography, history, cultural analysis, 
and politics during his career, which spanned 
four decades. 

A bold experimenter and iconoclast through-
out his life, he explored a wide range of dramatic 
methods and purposes, from naturalistic trage-
dy, monodrama, and historical plays to his antic-
ipations of expressionist and surrealist dramat-
ic techniques. From his earliest work, Strindberg 
developed innovative forms of dramatic action, 
language, and visual composition. 

He is considered the “father” of modern 
Swedish literature. In Sweden, Strindberg is 
known as an essayist, painter, poet, and espe-
cially novelist and playwright, but in other coun-
tries he is known mostly as a playwright.

Ingmar Bergman (1918-2007) is widely con-
sidered one of the greatest and most influential 
film directors of all time. His films have been 
described as “profoundly personal meditations 
into the myriad struggles facing the psyche and 
the soul”.

Among his most acclaimed works are “The 
Seventh Seal” (1957), “Wild Strawberries” (1957), 
“Persona” (1966) and “Fanny and Alexander” 
(1982), which were included in the 2012 edition 
of Sight & Sound’s Greatest Films of All Time. He 
was also ranked No. 8 on the magazine’s 2002 
Greatest Directors of All Time list.

IAF cinematheque to show Ingmar Bergman’s 
“A Dream Play”
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