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Swedes, Brits denounce Europe’s  Will Israel resume aggression on  Israel spinning a tale to justify its

silence on Israeli genocide in Gaza ~ Lebanon after truce expires? occupation of southern Lebanon
Hundreds of Palestine supporters led silent marches on By Sondoss Al Asaad T
o . I By Shahrokh Saei
Saturday evening in Swedish and British cities to protest the SOUTH LEBANON — Various media analyses dissect what CEHRAN Iracl o ek andbul
European silence on the ongoing genocide in Gaza. will happen after the end of the 60-day truce between Lebanon ong | - lsrae qppee:crs 0 he maL 'Q § a cock-and-bullstory to
Protesters in the Swedish city of Uppsala carried dolls and the Israeli occupation regime. No wonder Netanyahu may prolong .lts oc.cupauon of southern Le an.on _ o
covered in red-stained shrouds to denounce the killing of commit unprecedented or familiar aggression, however, that Israeh med@ ha; revealed that the regime is con5|def|ng the
children in Gaza and the attacks on civilians in tents and would not be in his favor, nor even in the favor of his US and option of keeping its forces in southern Lebanon following the
hospitals, and the forced evacuation of workers at Kamal Western allies. concblulsllzn_oia two—monbth ceasefire agreement reached with
Adwan Hospital by the Israeli military. Following the vague fall of the Syrian government under Hezbolla _ n{ate Noverber. _ N .
They also held pictures of people killed and wounded Bashar al-Assad, Netanyahu and other Zionist officials have According to Israel Hayom, senior political and military
to denounce the genocide. The scene was repeated in the been intoxicated with an alleged “victory” thinking that cutting ofﬁuals_have engaged_ n multiple d'SCL}SS'OHS in recent days
British city of Leeds to urge Prime Minister Keir Starmer off Hezbollah's supply route through Syria would result in a concerning the possibility of an extension.
to stop arming Israel and adhere to implementing the complete elimination of the resistance front. Israeli officials have cited an alleged slow deployment by the
decisions made by the International Criminal Court (ICC) After 66 days of aggression on Hezbollah, the occupation Lebanese army in the south, and the "abundance of Hezbollah's
to arrest Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and regime realized that there was no point in a ground war, weapons and infrastructure that are still exposed in the field”.
former war minister Yoav Gallant. knowing that it was very costly in terms of lives and equipment. Israel and Lebanon began trading cross-border fire on October
Anti-war and pro-Palestine activists staged a rally in The Zionist regime is in dire need of rehabilitating its army 8,2023. That was a day after Israel initiated its genocidal war
central London on Thursday, coinciding with Boxing Day. exhausted by the Gaza and Lebanon wars. Netanyahu himself on Gaza. The Lebanese resistance movement struck Israel's
Since the start of the Gaza conflict, many countries raised this issue to justify his approval of the ceasefire. strategic and military sites with drones and missiles in a show of
across the world have seen anti-war protests. People In parallel, the occupation regime has allocated 200 million solidarity with Palestinians in the enclave.
from all walks of life have frequently held rallies in cities shekels to facilitate the return of its colonial settlers to the On September 23 this year, Israel launched a massive bombing
across Britain, EU countries, the United States, and occupied Palestinian territories in the north and to rebuild their campaign in Lebanon and a week later sent its troops into
beyond calling for an end to Israel’s brutal war on Gaza. demolished colonial settlements. southern Lebanon.
» Page 5
12 Iranian films to Israeli forces
be shown at Dhaka assault hospitals,
International Film Festival sexually abuse
TEHRAN-Twelve films from Iran will participate women and g/f[S

in the 23rd Dhaka International Film Festival (DIFF),
due to be held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, from January
Mt019,2025.

The Iranian films have been selected to be
shown in different sections of the festival, which is
organized by Rainbow Film Society.

In the Asian Film Competition section, three
films from Iran will compete for the top awards.
They include “Summer Time” directed by Mahmoud
Kalari, “Projectionist” by Ghorbanali Taherifar, and
“Melody” by Behrouz Sebt Rasoul. The latter is a
joint production of Iran and Tajikistan.

There will be five Iranian films in the Cinema
of the World section including “This Controllable
Crowd” by Mohammad Matin Ojani, “Barren” by
Mansour Vosoughi, “Maybe Somewhere Else” by Ali
Tasdighi, “Winter Threshold” by Soudabeh Beizaei,
and “Maria” by Mahdi Asghari Azghadi. » Page 8

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - The World Health
Organization (WHO) says it is horrified
by the Israeli assault on Kamal Adwan
Hospital, confirming that it had lost
contact with the hospital's director.

The WHO clarified that “Kamal
Adwan Hospital is now empty. Last
night, 15 critically ill patients, 50
caregivers, and 20 healthcare workers
were transferred to the Indonesian
Hospital, which lacks the equipment
and supplies necessary to provide
adequate care.” It added that “moving
these patients and treating them under
such conditions poses severe risks to
their survival’ » Page 5

‘Detailed strategy,
private sector’s
contribution
required in
maritime-oriented

economy’

TEHRAN- President Masoud Pezeshkian
said that a detailed strategy and private sec-
tor’s contribution is necessary for transfor-
mation in the maritime-oriented economy.

Making the remarks in the Sunday’s ses-
sion on the development of maritime-orient-
ed economy, the president, while emphasiz-
ing the development of a detailed strategy
in this field, addressed the necessity of the
presence of the private sector in the indus-
tries related to the sea and stated: “For the
presence of the private sector, it is necessary
to prepare and compile the economic frame-
works and commercial annexes of the devel-
opment plans of the sea economy.”

He further put emphasis on the high im-
portance of sea-oriented industries, espe-
cially the shipbuilding industry, and said the
14th government pays special attention to
sea-related industries and is doing its best
to comprehensively examine the issues,
problems and opportunities facing the coun-
try in this field.

President Pezeshkian has referred to the
government’s prioritization of the mari-
time-oriented economy and the importance
of the prosperity of this sector on the coun-
try’s growth, development and prosperity,
and stated that the government is deter-
mined to implement maritime-oriented de-
velopment plans. » Page 4

What’s Israel’s
goal in spreading
false narratives
about Haniyeh’s
assassinationin

Tehran?

TEHRAN - The Hamas Resistance move-
ment has refuted Israeli claims about the as-
sassination of its late political bureau chief
Ismail Haniyeh, stating that he was killed by
a guided missile targeting his mobile phone,
not a planted bomb as Israel alleges.

In a statement on Sunday, Hamas reject-
ed all “fabrications” by Israel, clarifying that
joint investigations with Iranian authorities
revealed a missile containing 7.5 kilograms
of explosives was used. Hamas also con-
demned the assassination as a violation of
Iranian sovereignty.

“The claims made by the Zionist re-
gime are only a desperate attempt to di-
vert public opinion from this multi-lay-
ered crime, which has been committed
by clearly violating the sovereignty of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and targeting one
of the country’s official headquarters,” the
group’s statement added. » Page 2

Tehran, Moscow
set to explore

new avenues in
upcoming strategic
agreement: Lavrov

TEHRAN - Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov has announced that a forthcoming
strategic cooperation agreement between Iran
and Russia is poised to open new avenues for
the expansion of bilateral partnerships in vari-
ous areas, including defense and security.

In an interview with Russia’s RIA Novosti
on Saturday, Lavrov highlighted that the
comprehensive agreement will bolster se-
curity and defense relations between the
two nations while also having notable global
ramifications.

“Naturally, such a comprehensive and
all-encompassing document also has an in-
ternational dimension,” the Russian Foreign
Minister stated» Page 2
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Strategic confrontation with
new round of hostilities

In a note, Hamshahri discussed Iran’s stra-
tegic confrontation with the new round of
hostilities against the Islamic Republic by the
West. It said: What emerges from the recent
positions of figures close to Trump is that the
future American government intends to re-
peat the failed experience of increasing pres-
sure against Iran and implement the policy of
“maximum pressure” against Tehran. In such a
situation, it seems that Tel Aviv and the Euro-
pean troika will play the role of Washington’s
two auxiliary wings. Therefore, experts believe
that the future American administration will
focus on “Iran’s nuclear activities, the axis of
resistance, and the Islamic Republic’s missile
program” as the main tools of pressure against
Iran. In such a situation, deepening strategic
relations with Russia and China is an important
tool as the three countries more or less share
common views in facing the United States. On
this basis, in recent days, we have witnessed
significant diplomatic movements in this area.

Donya-ye-Eqtesad: Iran’s importance in
China’s security structure

Donya-ye-Eqtesad said China’s support for
Iran’s efforts to regain its power and influence
is significant as Iran has suffered blows to its
allies, particularly Hamas and Hezbollah, at
the hands of Israel. China would like to see a
regional security structure established on bal-
ance of power, with Iran as a strong pillar and
as China’s partner in countering the dominance
of the United States in regional security affairs;
therefore, weakening Iran is not favorable
based on this approach. In the future, China may
prioritize restoring Tehran’s power to maintain
the regional power balance. This could require
importing more crude oil from Iran, investing
more in Iran’s infrastructure, and supporting
the country’s regional approach. Chinese offi-
cials acknowledge that allies such as Russia,
North Korea, and Iran have more in common
with China in terms of interests rather than the
United States. China will not allow Tehran to
fail, especially since Beijing’s relationship with
Tehran is likely to help balance Saudi Arabia’s
relationship with the United States and Israel.

Siasat-e-Rooz: The need to stay on the
right side of history

In its editorial, Siasat-e-Rooz addressed de-
velopments in Syria and other countries in the

region. It wrote: West Asia is still the main focus
of attention in the world, while the behavior of
some countries in the region shows the ideas
that have been formed after the developments
in Syria. One of the notable points in this pro-
cess is the claim of some Arab countries, in-
cluding the Arab League, about Iran’s role in
Syria. They have accused Tehran of interfering
in Syrian affairs and demanded that Iran dis-
tance itself from these developments. Iran is
worried about sedition and excuses to divert
public and regional minds towards unrealistic
threats. Today, the West aims to implement its
hegemonic goals by spreading division in the
region. Experience has shown that the dream of
the West and the Zionists is the destruction of
the entire region, and there are no exceptions.
In such a situation, the countries in the region
should know that the right side of history is to
side with the resistance front, which ultimately
determines the fate of the region.

Iran: Ties between Iran and China reflect
strategic alignment

In @ commentary, the Iran newspaper dealt
with Foreign Minister Araghchi’s visit to China.
The paper said: Araghchi’s visit to Beijing at
this juncture shows the sitting government’s
pragmatist foreign policy approach. The 25-
year strategic partnership agreement between
Iran and China confirms the fact that the two
countries, despite having different views on
regional issues in West Asia, have reached a
common understanding about the importance
of strengthening bilateral interactions in var-
ious areas to advance their goals and secure
their interests. The relationship between Iran
and China reflects a strategic alignment. Since
China’s Middle East policy within the frame-
work of the Belt and Road Initiative is focused
on promoting economic cooperation and stabil-
ity in the region, constructive cooperation with
Iran will play a significant role in advancing this
approach. China is one of the five countries with
veto right in the UN Security Council, and its
large economy has made China the first trade
partner of our country. Therefore, China has
provided Iran with a significant capacity to re-
duce the sanctions pressure.

Suspect arrested after suicide
bombing in southern Iran martyrs
police officer, injures another

TEHRAN - Following a fatal terrorist attack
in the southern city of Bandar Lengeh, Iran’s
Hormozgan province, authorities took one sus-
pect into custody on Sunday.

The suicide bombing took place on Saturday
evening and resulted in the martyrdom of a po-
lice intelligence officer and injuries to another.

The terrorist attack, claimed by the terrorist
group Ansar al-Furgan, targeted Captain Moj-
taba Shahidizadeh, the head of the city’s police
intelligence, and his deputy, Captain Javad Cha-
tr-Sahar.

According to Foad Moradzadeh, the Governor
of Bandar Lengeh, the incident occurred near
one of the police stations.

Moradzadeh noted that the injured were im-
mediately transported to the hospital, but de-
spite medical intervention, Captain Shahidiza-
deh tragically succumbed to his injuries.

The assailant approached the vehicle driven
by Shahidizadeh and detonated an explosive
device, resulting in a powerful explosion.

Shahidizadeh sustained severe injuries to his
head, face, neck, and chest, and later passed
away in the hospital.

His companion, Captain Chatr-Sahar, is cur-
rently undergoing surgery for injuries to his
head and face.

Later on Sunday, Majid Qahramani, the judi-
ciary chief of Hormozgan, confirmed the arrest
of a suspect in connection with the attack.

“Judicial and intelligence forces are currently
interrogating and investigating this case,” Qah-
ramani stated.

He further emphasized that recent vigilance
had prevented similar attacks, ensuring securi-
ty in the province.

“The security forces are alert and ready, and
such blind attacks will not weaken the resolve
of the people or the officials,” Qahramani add-
ed.

The Ansar al-Furgan terrorist group was es-
tablished in 2013 and has been predominant-
ly operating in Iran’s Sistan and Baluchestan
Province.

The terror outfit attacked an oil pipeline in
2017,and carried out a suicide bombing In Cha-
bahar the next year.

What’s Israel’s goal in spreading false narratives
about Haniyeh’s assassination in Tehran?

From page 1 » Haniyeh was martyred on July
31in a Tehran guesthouse, hours after he had
attended President Masoud Pezeshkian’s in-
auguration.

Earlier, Israeli Channel 12 said it was releas-
ing new details about the assassination under
authorization from the regime’s military.

The report claimed that Haniyeh had been
under surveillance, with multiple sightings
at the location of his assassination. Mossad
agents, the channel claimed, planted a bomb
in his room before the inauguration of the
new lIranian president. The operation was
nearly derailed by a malfunction in the room'’s

ventilation system, but it was repaired by the
Iranians, allowing the attack to proceed. The
channel also noted that “the initial plan was
to target him during his attendance at the fu-
neral of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, but it
was later abandoned.”

This report follows the Israeli War Minis-
ter’s first-time admission of responsibility for
the assassination after Israel's Western allies
had previously denied its involvement in re-
sponse to Iran’s retaliation.

Hamas representative in Tehran Khaled
Ghoddoumi told the Tehran Times that Israel’s
new lies surrounding the assassination of the

late Haniyeh are designed to serve three pur-
poses: to avoid accountability for the crime, to
foster unease about intelligence vulnerabili-
ties, and to create divisions between Iran and
Hamas.

Israel’s uncharacteristic admission of re-
sponsibility for the assassination is a sign of
the regime’s mounting desperation, Ghod-
doumi added. “Immediately after the attack,
the Israeli military spokesperson denied all
knowledge of the events and Haniyeh’s mar-
tyrdom. However, the subsequent decision
to claim responsibility was a consequence of
the substantial losses the regime has experi-
enced since that time.”

Iranians mark anniversary of historic Dey 9

rallies with nationwide demo

TEHRAN - On Sunday, Iranians
across the nation gathered in
large numbers to commemorate
the anniversary of the Dey 9 epic,
a significant day in the country’s
history that marked the end of
the 2009 post-presidential elec-
tion unrest.

The rallies served as a power-
ful expression of support for the
Islamic Republic and a rejection
of foreign interference in Iran’s
internal affairs.

In Tehran and cities across the
country, people from all walks of
life participated in the demon-
strations, reaffirming their alle-

'

nstrations

The IRGC credited the Dey 9
demonstrations with delivering
a “firm, decisive, and final” re-
sponse to these claims, putting
an end to what they termed “for-
eign-backed sedition”

The statement further assert-
ed that the unrest was part of a
broader conspiracy supported
by the United States, Israel, and
their allies, aiming to destabilize
Iran under the guise of address-
ing alleged election fraud. The
IRGC reaffirmed its commitment,
alongside the Basij volunteer
forces, to safeguard Iran’s na-
tional security and confront any

V 4

giance to the Islamic establish-
ment. The rallies also highlighted
the resilience of the Iranian na-
tion in the face of foreign-or-
chestrated conspiracies.

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution, had previously reflected
on the importance of the occa-
sion, stating, “The 9th of Dey
was a day when our dear people
displayed such greatness that it
astonished the world” He add-
ed, “The most powerful govern-
ments in the world, even with

their best efforts, cannot bring
a hundred thousand people to
the streets of their cities in just
two days. For tens of millions to
come out across a country, even
under government orders, would
signify an exceptionally strong
government.”

The Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) also issued a state-
ment on Sunday, commemorat-
ing the 2009 pro-establishment
rallies. The IRGC described the
Dey 9 epic as a “glorious and

fate-determining event”

that
foiled the plans of “American and
Zionist seditionists.”

On December 30, 2009, mil-
lions of Iranians took to the
streets of Tehran and other cit-
ies to counter months of unrest
that followed the presidential
election in June of the same year.
The riots had been led by Mehdi
Karroubi and Mir Hossein Musa-
vi, two defeated candidates who
alleged election fraud after their
loss.

future threats or plots aimed at
sowing chaos or insecurity with-
in the country.

“Undoubtedly, the Iranian na-
tion will remember the historical
epic... at critical junctures like to-
day,” the statement emphasized.
It also underscored the belief
that the spirit of unity displayed
during the Dey 9 rallies would
empower the nation to over-
come contemporary challenges,
including sanctions, economic
pressure, and external threats.

Araghchi travels to UAE
after China talks

Switzerland concludes
investigation into

&

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi met with
Abdullah bin Zayed, the deputy
prime minister and minister of
foreign affairs of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), during a brief
visit to Dubai on Sunday.

The short visit occurred when
the top diplomat was on his way
back to Tehran from China.

According to Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Esmail
Bagaei, the visit was initiated at
the invitation of the UAE's Depu-
ty Prime Minister to discuss the
latest regional developments.

Both sides reviewed bilateral
relations during their meeting

and explored avenues to enhance
cooperation  across  various
fields.

They also exchanged views on
the latest developments in the
region.

Iran-UAE relations have re-
cently improved, with Iran ex-
porting $4.8 billion in non-oil
goods to the UAE in eight months
and the Persian Gulf monarchy
releasing $700 million in Iranian
funds.

These developments reflect
Iran’s push for economic cooper-
ation and regional stability, fos-
tering diplomatic ties to counter
Western pressures.

On December 12, Araghchi
and his Emirati counterpart dis-
cussed the situation in Syria,
emphasizing the importance of
safeguarding its independence,
territorial integrity, security, and
stability.

They jointly condemned the
Israeli regime’s ground and air
attacks on Syria and stressed the
need to maintain regional peace
while avoiding actions that could
hamper cooperation among
neighboring countries.

diplomat’s death in Iran

TEHRAN - Swiss authorities
have officially closed their inves-
tigation into the death of a senior
diplomat who died in an accident
in Tehran over three years ago.

The Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) announced in are-
cent statement that the inquiry
revealed “a clear picture” of the
events, concluding that no crim-
inal intervention by a third party
could be proven.

The investigation was formally
closed in early November, bring-
ing an end to the probe into the
circumstances surrounding the
death of the First Secretary of
the Swiss Embassy in Tehran.

The diplomat, a woman in her
50s whose identity was never
disclosed, was found dead on
May 4, 2021, near the base of a
high-rise residential building in
Kamranieh, a northern district of
the Iranian capital.

Forensic examinations failed
to determine the precise cause of
her death but ruled out any signs
of violence. The National Rescue
Service at the time reported that
she had fallen from the high-rise
building where she lived. The
Swiss Foreign Ministry also con-
firmed the death, categorizing it
as an accident.

Tehran, Moscow set to explore new avenues in
upcoming strategic agreement: Lavrov

From page 1 » He added that the
agreement places special em-
phasis on enhancing cooperation
in the interest of peace and secu-
rity at both regional and global
levels.

Lavrov pointed out that the
agreement signifies a shared
commitment by Tehran and Mos-
cow to deepen collaboration in

fields such as security, defense,
and counter-terrorism, while also
tackling various common chal-
lenges and threats.

Furthermore, Russia’s top dip-
lomat noted that the groundwork
for this partnership, which has
been ongoing to some extent,
will be further solidified with the
signing of this strategic treaty,

expected during an upcoming
high-level meeting.

Iranian  President Masoud
Pezeshkian is scheduled to trav-
el to Russia next month to final-
ize this comprehensive strategic
partnership agreement, as stat-
ed by Kazem Jalali, Iran’'s Ambas-
sador to Russia.

This upcoming agreement is set

to build on the 2001 Treaty of the
Foundation of Mutual Relations,
which has been renewed and will
remain in effect until 2026.

It also aims to strengthen col-
laboration in economics over the
next two decades, as part of ef-
forts to mitigate Western sanc-
tions through trade and geopolit-
ical alignment.



Why Resistance groups are [T NI NETE

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - “Iran’s proxies,” “Iran-
backed groups,” “the Iran Axis™—
these are the convenient labels the
Western media slaps on the Axis of
Resistance, the forces in West Asia
that are pushing back against US.
presence and Israeli occupation.

But, especially in the last 16
months, this kind of language has
been used as a tool to diminish the
raw, real struggle of Resistance
groups fighting for Palestinians, to
invalidate their grave sacrifices for
Gaza, and to reduce them to mere
puppets of a foreign hand.

Axis of Resistance: a deeper look

The term “Axis of Resistance” is
used in West Asia to describe an al-
liance of governments, movements,
and organizations united by their
opposition to Western hegemony
and intervention, Israeli aggression
and occupation of Palestine, and ter-
rorist groups like ISIS and Al-Qaeda.

While the exact composition of
the Axis of Resistance can be fluid,
it is generally understood to include
Iran, the Ansarullah-led Yemen,
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, Palestine’s
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, and Iraq’s
Islamic Resistance. Syria, under its
ousted President Bashar al-Assad,
was widely perceived to be a mem-
ber of the Axis, though some ana-
lysts contend that while Damascus
had strong links to the Resistance,
it remained on the periphery. They
cite Assad’s decades-long policy of
avoiding direct military confronta-
tion with Israel as the reason why
Syria wasn't considered a key com-
ponent of the Axis of Resistance.

The concept of resisting Western
influence and domination is not
new to the region. Parsa Najafi, a
West Asia expert, explains, “The
ideology of Resistance is deeply
rooted, not a recent development.
It has existed within each of these
countries for decades, originating
as far back as the beginnings of
Western colonialism in West Asia”
Najafi provides specific histori-
cal examples demonstrating this
long-standing resistance. He notes
that in Iraq “a notable fight against
Western hegemony occurred in the
1920s when Iragis from all walks of
life and religions united against Brit-
ish occupation.” This uprising, known
as the 1920 Iragi Revolt, remains a
significant event in the nation's mod-
e history, highlighting a unified
opposition to Western control and a
strong desire for self-determination.
Similarly, in Lebanon, resistance
against external forces took root

not Iran s proxms

well before the 1979 Iranian Rev-
olution. Najafi points out, “The
first movement against Israel was
formed before the Islamic revolu-
tion, named Amal, meaning ‘hope”’
Amal considered opposition to Isra-
el a core element of its identity. The
late Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, the
secretary-general of Hezbollah who
was martyred by Israel in September,
was a member of this group.

The situation in Yemen also re-
veals a history of resistance. “In Ye-
men,” Najafi explains, “people had
been fighting British and Saudi con-
trol since the last Zaidi Imam was
overthrown by these two countries
in1962”

The transformative influence of
Iran

The 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran
proved to be a transformative mo-
ment, reigniting existing anti-Amer-
ican and anti-Israeli sentiments

across the region. The revolution’s
success in challenging US. influence
served as a model, prompting these
movements to examine Iran’s ideo-
logical foundations, particularly its
Islamic roots. This shared ideolog-
ical framework became a unifying
force, ultimately contributing to the
formation of the Axis of Resistance.
Najafi clarifies, however, that “while
Iran has undeniably pioneered mod-
ern anti-Western hegemony move-
ments, it does not exert authority
over other groups.” He emphasizes,
“These groups share common goals
and values, making it natural for
Iran to provide assistance. For ex-
ample, it is believed that Iran shared
its expertise in missile and drone
manufacturing with the Yemenis,
who now make these weapons on
their own and deploy them against
Israel. However, the ultimate deci-
sions about when, how, and whether
to use these weapons remain solely
with the Yemenis”

Labeling these Resistance move-
ments as Iranian proxies undermines
the legitimacy of their struggles
against American and Israeli occu-
pation and intervention. This tactic,
frequently used by Western media,
also seeks to create internal divi-
sions within the countries associated
with these movements. For instance,
Iranians are led to believe they are
being influenced by Lebanon, Pales-
tine, and Yemen, while populations
in those countries are told they are
being controlled by Iran.

“The West's ultimate goal is to
prevent the unification of the Muslim
world,” Najafi concludes.

Iran to commemorate
terror victims
with updated

encyclopedia launch

TEHRAN - An updated “Encyclopedia of Irani-
an Terror Victims” will be unveiled at a ceremony
commemorating victims of terrorism, scheduled
for Wednesday, January 1st.

The event, hosted by the Iranian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs at the Institute for Political and In-
ternational Studies, coincides with the upcoming
anniversaries of the assassination of Major Gener-
al Qasem Soleimani and the 2024 terrorist attack
in Kerman.

Foreign Minister Seyyed Abbas Araqchi will be
in attendance alongside families of terror victims,
diplomats killed in attacks, and representatives
from foreign countries. The encyclopedia, initially
published in 2011 by the Habilian Association, has
been revised after more than a decade

Iran expresses deep
condolences following
tragic planecrashin

South Korea

TEHRAN - Tehran has extended heartfelt con-
dolences to South Korea and Thailand after a
devastating plane crash in South Korea claimed
the lives of 179 people.

The tragic accident occurred when a passen-
ger aircraft skidded off the runway and caught
fire upon landing at Muan International Airport,
southwest of Seoul.

Iran’'s Foreign Ministry spokesman, Esmaeil
Baqaei, issued a statement on Sunday express-
ing profound sympathy to the governments
and people of South Korea and Thailand. Bagaei
specifically addressed the families of the victims,
offering prayers for those who lost their lives and
wishing a swift recovery to the injured.

The Jeju Air flight, departed from Bangkok and
was carrying 175 passengers and six crew mem-
bers. According to South Korea's National Fire
Agency, the Boeing 737-800 jet crashed at 9:03
am. local time (0003 GMT) as it attempted to
land at Muan International Airport. Among those
on board, two were identified as Thai nationals,
while the remainder were believed to be South
Korean.

In the aftermath of the crash, authorities
reported that only two individuals, both crew
members, were rescued alive from the tail sec-
tion of the burning plane.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Imam Khomeini’s ‘Man of the
Year’ in 1979: Time’s choice signals
new era of resistance

By Faramarz Kouhpayeh

TEHRAN - Time magazine chose Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, the founder of the Islam-
ic Revolution, as its Man of the Year for 1979.
The magazine’s editors explained at the time
that they sought to recognize the individual
who “had done the most to change the news,
for better or for worse.”

Without a doubt, the Islamic Revolution in
Iran in 1979 was one of the most impactful
events of the latter half of the 20th century.
Both before and after the revolution’s victo-
ry in February of that year, the world’s most
prominent newspapers and magazines ex-
tensively covered the unfolding events, fo-
cusing particularly on its leader, Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, more widely known as
Imam Khomeini.

In late December 1979, Time magazine’s
correspondents in Iran, L. Bruce van Voorst
and Roland Flamini, traveled to the holy city
of Qom to interview the revolution’s leader
on December 29th. This was just a day before
the American weekly announced him as Man
of the Year. The interview focused on topics
such as the crimes of the Shah's regime, the
nature of the Islamic Revolution, internation-
al developments, the collapse of the bipolar
world order, and the fate of the American de-
tainees who had been held in Iran since the
U.S. Embassy takeover on November 4th.

Time’s description of Imam Khomeini

Time described Imam Khomeini as “an old
man of 79” who lived in “his modest home in
the holy city of Qom,” a leader who had shak-
en the world.

“One thing is certain: the world will not
again look quite the way it did before Feb. 1,
1979, the day on which [Imam] Khomeini flew
back to a tumultuous welcome in Tehran af-
ter 15 years in exile,” the magazine wrote.

He was the second Iranian political figure
to be named Man of the Year by Time, follow-
ing democratically elected Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh, who was ousted in
a US-led coup in 1953.

lmam Khomeini challenged the established
world order and the two superpowers with
his unwavering positions. Time’s editors like-
ly portrayed a sullen-looking Imam Khomeini
due to their disapproval of the American de-
tainees being held in Tehran. The revolution-
ary leader had thrown his support behind the

students who had stormed the U.S. Embassy,
which they dubbed the “Den of Espionage”

In the interview, when asked about the
American detainees’ release, Imam Khomeini
replied, “We want to prove to the world that
superpowers can be defeated by the power
of faith. We will stand against America with
all our might. We fear no power”

“The revolution that he led to triumph
threatens to upset the world balance of pow-
er more than any other political event,” the
Time article concluded.

Imam Khomeini-led revolution’s impact
on the non-Muslim world

“lt wasn't just its Islamic aspect. Non-Mus-
lim nations, too, were likely to be drawn to the
spectacle of a rebellion aimed at expelling all
foreign influence,” the article stated.

The American magazine further cautioned
about the Iranian leader’s inspiring ideas,
noting that their influence would spread
from the Indian subcontinent to Turkey and
southward through the Arabian Peninsula
to the Horn of Africa. “Most significantly,” it
warned, “the revolution that transformed
Iran into an Islamic republic, with the Quran
as its supreme law, was undermining the
stability of the Middle East. This region sup-
plies more than half of the Western world’s
imported oil and sits at the strategic cross-
roads of superpower competition.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Frustrated
Mosimane opens up
on major Esteghlal
concern

Esteghlal FC coach Pitso Mosimane is frustrat-
ed by his team’s struggles in front of the goal in
recent assignments.

Despite going the last eight games without
tasting defeat across all competition, the two-
time AFC Champions League champions are just
not getting it right in the final third. They have
managed three draws in the last three games, two
of them being goalless and one ending 1-1.

To sum it up, the Capital Blues have scored just
two goals in the last four outings in all tourna-
ments. The former Bafana Bafana and Mamelodi
Sundowns coach has now let out his frustration
and explained why things are not working well in
the final third as they should.

“We have a lot of challenges, obviously the chal-
lenge is on scoring goals. I'm trying to do some-
thing about it,” Mosimane told the media.

“I played Alman [Ramezani], we can't find goals,
| played Blanco [Gustavo Leschuk]. We have scored
two in four games. | tried Kooshki [Alireza] a wing-
er, you can see I'm trying, it’s not easy to find the
best person to score.

“Juma [Masoud] is sick, he hasn't been training
for two days. It's getting more difficult with the
challenges. Roozbeh [Cheshmi] is injured Hossein
it's part of life but there is no use complaining. We
can’t complain, this is what | have and we are try-
ing to do something about it.

“I'm getting frustrated, the supporters want a
win, | want a win also. [Mohammad Hossein] Es-
lami scored a brilliant goal against Al Ahly Saudi,
he’s also injured.”

The next assignment for Mosimane will be in
the Persian Gulf Pro League against leaders Sepa-
han on Thursday.

Terzic’s agent rejects
Persepolis rumors

TEHRAN - Dirk Josef Hebel has rejected rumors
linking Edin Terzic with Persepolis football club.

The Germain outlets reported that the Iranian
club has shown its interest in signing the former
Borussia Dortmund coach.

Hebel said they have not talked to Persepolis.

Persepolis, whichparted ways with Spanish
coach Juan Carlos Garrido last week, have also
been linked with former Croatia coach Slaven Bilic.

Defending champion Persepolis sit third, five
points behind leaders Sepahan in the Iran football
league.

Ahmadi the Best
Asian Schoolboy
Boxer in 2024

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Farzan Ahmadi Afzadi was
named as the Best Asian Schoolboy Boxer in 2024.

The Asian Boxing Confederation’s previous proj-
ect, the Best of the Asians is back in the business
and the awarded boxers and officials are revealed
after the selection process.

The Asian Boxing Confederation hosted its
championships for both genders and all of the age
groups in 2024: elite, U22, youth, junior, school-
boys and schoolgirls.

The competitions were held in Astana (Kazakh-
stan), Al Ain (United Arab Emirates) and Chiang
Mai (Thailand) with great successes. Based on the
results of the Asian Boxing Championships, the
winners in all categories have been selected today.

The first Best of the Asians awards for the 2012
winners were presented during the 2013 ASBC
Asian Confederation Youth Boxing Championships
in Subic Bay, Philippines. Since then the Best of the
Asians project was a success of the Asian Boxing
Confederation between 2012 and 2018. The man-
agement of the Asian Boxing Confederation decid-
ed to renew the project after six years of break to
celebrate Asia’s bests in seventeen categories.

The list of the winners in the Best of the Asians
2024
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The Best Asian Elite Woman Boxer in 2024 -
Chuthamat Raksat, Thailand

The Best Asian Elite Man Boxer in 2024 - Sagy-
ndyk Togambay, Kazakhstan

The Best Asian U22 Woman Boxer in 2024 -
Feruza Kazakova, Uzbekistan

The Best Asian U22 Man Boxer in 2024 — Temir-
lan Mukatayev, Kazakhstan

The Best Asian Youth Woman Boxer in 2024 -
Abudureyimu Alimire, China

The Best Asian Youth Man Boxer in 2024 - To-
rekhan Sabyrkhan, Kazakhstan

The Best Asian Junior Woman Boxer in 2024 -
Maftuna Yangiyeva, Uzbekistan

The Best Asian Junior Man Boxer in 2024 -
Akhmadi Arvaz, Kyrgyzstan

The Best Asian Schoolgirl Boxer in 2024 — Dee-
pali Thapa, India

The Best Asian Schoolboy Boxer in 2024 - Far-
zan Ahmadi Afzadi, Iran

The Best Asian Referee in 2024 — Mr. Ishanguly
Meretnyyazov, Turkmenistan

The Best Asian Judge in 2024 - Mr. Mekhroj
Umarov, Tajikistan

The Best Asian Coach in 2024 (Elite men team)
- Mr. Tulkin Kilichev, Uzbekistan

The Best Asian Coach in 2024 (Elite women
team) — Mr. Raul Angel Fernandez Liranza, China
(Cuba)

The Asian Discovery of the Year 2024 - Akmal
Ubaidov, Tajikistan

The Best Technical Delegate in 2024 — Mrs. Li-
ang Yuan, China

The Best Asian National Federation in 2024 -
Kazakhstan Boxing Federation

Esteghlal’s head of
board of directors
Shahriari resigns

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football club head of board
of directors Ahmad Shahriari stepped down from
his role.

Ali Tajernia will replace him in the post. Tajernia
is @ member of the board of Football Federation
and a member of the board of Esteghlagh Club.

Farshid Samiei will remain as Esteghlal general
manager.

Esteghlal, headed by Pitso Mosimane, sits 10th
in the Iran football league with 17 points, 14 points
behind leader Sepahan.

Iran to send 19
Greco-Roman
wrestlers to Zagreb

TEHRAN - Iran wrestling federation will send
19 Greco-Roman wrestlers to the 2025 Ranking
Series.

The first Ranking Series will be held in Zagreb,
Croatia from Feb.5t0 9.

The World Ranking Series events are the main
International Tournaments supervised by United
World Wrestling (UWW). These events are fully
integrated into the Ranking System. These events
provide points to each athlete in order to establish
the World Ranking at the end of the year.

The four World Ranking Series events are orga-
nized every year (except the Olympic year where
only two World Ranking Series are organized).

Iran’s Greco-Roman team:
55kg: Armin Shamsipour, Mehdi Ahadi
60kg: Puya Naserpour

63kg: Erfan Jarkani, Mohammadmehdi Kesht-
kar

67kg: Ahmadreza Mohsennejad, Mohammad-
reza Gholami

72kg: Mohammadreza Geraei, Danial Sohrabi,
Iman Mohammadi

77kg: Ali Oskou, Alireza Abdevali, Amin Kavi-
aninejad, Amir Abdi

82kg: Gholamreza Farrokhi

87kg: Naser Alizadeh

97kg: Shayan Habib Zare, Hamidreza Badkan
130ke: Aliakbar Yousefi

The team is headed by Hassan Rangraz in the
tournament.
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Iran’s non-oil exports rise 18%

in 9 months on year

TEHRAN - Iran’s non-oil exports rose 18 per-
cent in the first nine months of the Iranian calen-
daryear (March 21- November 20) to $43.14 billion,
according to the head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said imports during the men-
tioned period, including gold bullion, amounted to
$50.89 billion. The weight of imports declined by
3.16 percent to 27.94 million tons, he added.

Non-oil export volume reached 116.35 million
tons in the nine-month period, a 13.77 percent in-
crease from the previous year, Asgari noted. The
average customs value per ton of exported goods
rose 3.74 percent to $371.

Petrochemical exports accounted for 50.7 mil-
lion tons, valued at $19.7 billion, representing a
33.25 percent increase in volume and a 32 percent

rise in value year-on-year.

China remained Iran’s top export destination,
purchasing $11 billion worth of goods. Iraq fol-
lowed with $9.4 billion, the UAE with $5.3 billion,
Turkey with $5.2 billion, Afghanistan and Pakistan
with $17 billion each, and India with $1.4 billion.
Together, these seven countries accounted for
82.4 percent of the total export volume and 82.85
percent of export value.

The UAE topped the list of Iran’s import part-
ners, exporting $15.3 billion worth of goods to
Iran. China followed with $13 billion, Turkey with
$8.9 billion, Germany with $1.8 billion, India and
Russia with $11 billion each, and Hong Kong with
$1 billion. These seven countries supplied 75 per-
cent of the import volume and 83 percent of im-
port value during the period.

The average customs value per ton of imported
goods rose 8.4 percent to $1,821.

Natural gas in liquid form led the export list at
$6 billion, followed by liquefied propane at $2.5
billion and methanol at $1.9 billion. Key imports
included raw gold at $5.6 billion, livestock corn at
$2.1billion, and smartphones at $1.7 billion.

Asgari, who also serves as deputy economy
minister, emphasized the role of trade in bolster-
ing the national economy amid ongoing interna-
tional sanctions.

Iran exports non-oil goods worth $1.6b
to Afghanistan in 8 months

TEHRAN - Iran exported non-oil commodities
valued at $1.6 billion to Afghanistan during the
first eight months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-November 20), the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced.

Foroud Asgari said that Afghanistan was Iran’s
fifth top export destination in the mentioned
eight-month period.

In a meeting with an Iranian trade delegation
in Kabul in mid-August, Afghanistan’s interim
Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar Akhund said that his country is eager to at-
tract Iranian investors in order to develop Afghan
mining industry, generate
solar electricity and ex-

nities and challenges of the Afghan market, held
by Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA).

Referring to Afghanistan’s import priorities,
including food, agriculture, fuel, basic goods such
as flour, oil, eggs, day-old chickens, medicine,
medical equipment, and construction equipment,
he continued: “Iran exported more than 724 mil-
lion dollars of goods to Afghanistan in the first
four months of the current [Iranian calendar
year] (March 20-July 21) which has increased by
28 percent compared to the same period last
year”

“The establishment of national security and
the central government in
Afghanistan over the past

pandrailwayconnectivity.

The Iranian delegation
also proposed to launch
a joint special industrial
zone with Afghanistan.

Noting that Afghanistan
has turned into a good
place for making invest-
ment, Mullah said that the
relevant ministries and

Increasing non-oil
exports to neighboring
countries is a major plan
that Iranian government
has been pursuing in
recent years.

two years have improved
the conditions of trade with
this country,” he added.

Afghanistan has priori-
tized the exploitation of the
country’s mines. Therefore,
Iran’s traditional economic
relation with Afghanistan
should enter into newer

organizations there, will
cooperate and work closely with the investors.

The Iranian delegation, made up of economic
and trade players, also held a separate meeting
with Afghanistan’s acting minister of commerce
Haji Nooruddin Azizi. They called for the forma-
tion of a joint economic-mining zone between the
two neighboring countries.

In early August, Iran’s commercial attaché in
Afghanistan said that in order to improve Iran’s
presence in Afghanistan’s markets, the trade be-
tween the two countries should move towards
newer models of cooperation.

“Afghanistan supplies more than 80 percent of
its market needs through imports, and imports
from Iran constitute 25 percent of this amount,”
Hossein Roustaei said in a meeting on opportu-

models of cooperation, he
stressed.

According to Roustaei, investment and opera-
tion of mines, technical and engineering services,
mechanization of agriculture and smart agricul-
ture, construction of transportation infrastruc-
ture, and renewable energies are among the new
fields that should be considered for cooperation
between the two countries.

Increasing non-oil exports to the neighbor-
ing countries is one of the major plans that the
Iranian government has been pursuing in recent
years.

I[ran shares land or water borders with 15
countries namely UAE, Afghanistan, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Irag, Kuwait, Kazakhstan,
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Turkey, Turkmeni-
stan, and Saudi Arabia.

Industry Ministry targets enhanced efficiency in
steel industry through value chain development

TEHRAN - Iran’s steel industry aims to
boost efficiency and increase value-added
production by completing and balancing the
downstream value chain, according to a senior
official at the Ministry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade.

Vajihollah Jafari, the deputy minister for
Mines and Mining Industries, said on Saturday
that the ministry’s policies, as outlined by the
minister, prioritize improving productivity and
developing downstream steel industries to
enhance value-added output.

Jafari highlighted that advancing produc-
tivity and balanced development of the value

chain are integral to Iran’s Seventh National
Development Plan. He also emphasized the
importance of addressing mining waste as
part of the ministry’s strategic roadmap.

“The steel sector, as one of the country’s key
production industries, must prioritize tackling
this issue,” Jafari stated.

Iran’s crude steel production reached over
28 million tons in the first 11 months of 2024,
registering a 0.5 percent increase compared
to the same period last year, according to the
latest report by the World Steel Association
(WSA).

‘Detailed strategy, private sector’s contribution
required in maritime-oriented economy’

From page 1 » Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO), in
a recent report, has underlined
the importance of the country’s
maritime capacities and the role
that the sector can play in devel-
oping the country’s economy.

According to the report, mari-
time sector in Iran has very high
capacity in various fields includ-
ing trade, ports and shipping
due to the country’s strategic
location, long coastal strip in the
north and south and access to
open waters, and can bring eco-
nomic prosperity to the country.

“About a third of the country’s
borders are water borders, so we
cannot ignore port and shipping
activities because for a country
that has long water borders and
access to open waters, the pros-
perity of shipping and maritime

trade is essential. Therefore,
the government should pay full
attention to the strengths and
weaknesses of this sector and
make the best use of the current
capacities with proper planning,’
the report read.

Increasing the share of the
maritime sector in the country’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
under the framework of the new-
ly proposed maritime-oriented
policy should be one of the most
important concerns of the gov-

ernment, which can be achieved
with proper planning, the PMO
said.

The share of the sea in the
gross domestic product in ad-
vanced coastal countries such
as the European Union is 50 per-
cent, but the figure is not signifi-
cant in Iran despite having more
than 5,800 kilometers of coastal
strip, and this is despite the fact
that there are huge capacities for
the transit of goods from Central
Asian countries.

In late September, Iranian
Vice President Mohammad Reza
Aref said the 14th government
is determined to formulate
and implement additional and
more comprehensive plans and
programs in the field of mari-
time-oriented development.

Iran’s exports to EU rise 6% despite overall trade decline

TEHRAN - Iran’s exports to the European
Union increased by six percent in the first ten
months of 2024, despite a one percent drop in
overall trade volume between the two sides,
according to Eurostat data.

Total trade between Iran and the EU reached
€3.77 billion from January to October 2024,
compared to €3.81 billion in the same period
in 2023.

EU exports to lran amounted to just over €3
billion, a two percent decrease year-on-year.
In contrast, Iranian exports to the EU grew
from €654 million in 2023 to €695 million in
2024.

In October 2024, bilateral trade totaled

€300 million, marking a 19 percent decline
from €369 mllllon in October 2023. This fig-
ure is the lowest monthly trade volume since
January 2021.

Iranian exports to the EU in October rose
nine percent to €65 million, while EU exports
to Iran fell 24 percent to €235 million.

Germany retained its position as Iran’s larg-
est trade partner within the EU, with a trade
volume of €1.23 billion. Italy followed with
€585 million, the Netherlands with €512 mil-
lion, Belgium with €281 million, and France
with €234 million.

The data underscores mixed trade dynam-
ics amid ongoing economic and geopolitical

challenges. Iranian officials have emphasized
fostering trade relations in non-sanctioned
sectors and establishing trade offices to bol-
ster economic ties with Europe.

Solar panels distributed to nomads at 10% of cost

TEHRAN - Iran has launched a program
to provide portable solar panels to all its
nomadic households, requiring them to pay
only 10 percent of the cost, a senior official
from the Organization for Nomadic Affairs
announced.

Dariush Nematollahi, the director-general
for production improvement, said that since
2019, around 28,000 solar systems have
been distributed, benefiting 10 percent of the
country’s 252,000 nomadic households.

He emphasized that with sufficient fund-
ing, the program could bring electricity to all
nomads within three years.

Currently, only 10 percent of nomadic fam-
ilies have access to portable solar systems.
An additional 2,000 units are ready for dis-
tribution through provincial power networks,
Nematollahi said.

“This initiative is being carried out in col-
laboration with Tavanir under the supervision
of the Ministry of Energy to ensure electrici-
ty access for nomads across the country,” he
added.

Generation of electricity by solar farms in
Iran increased by 38 percent during the ninth
Iranian calendar month Azar (November 21 -
December 20), as compared to the same pe-
riod of time in the past year.

As reported, the solar farms generated
over 81 million kilowatt/hours of electricity
in the mentioned month of the present year.

This amount of electricity generated by
the solar farms prevented the emission of
56,000 tons of Green House Gases (GHG).

The capacity of Iran’s solar farms is going
to increase by 4,000 megawatts (MW) by the
end of the next Iranian calendar year (March
20, 2026), the country’s energy minister an-
nounced.

Abbas Ali-Abadi said that the power net-
work of the country is large and with the an-
nual generation and consumption capacity of

about 350 billion kilowatt hours of electricity,
it has technically the potential for attracting
more than 30,000 megawatts of solar ener-
gy.

“We are trying to realize this potential with
the cooperation of the private sector and we
provide an attractive investment environ-
ment and a suitable market to attract inves-
tors to cooperate, while significant contracts
have been concluded in this field since the
beginning of the government”, the minister
added.

Capacity of Iran’s solar
farms is going to
increase 4,000 MW by
March 2026.

He further stated that considering that the
current capacity of the country’s solar power
plantsis 1,200 megawatts, with this increase,
it is expected that this figure will reach more
than 3,000 to 4,000 megawatts by next year,
which is a significant figure.

As announced by an official with Iran’s
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Organization (SATBA), the capacity of Iran’s
renewable power plants is going to in-
crease by 500 megawatts (MW) by the end
of the current Iranian calendar year (March
20, 2025).

“Considering the capacity of the new pow-
er plants under construction, the capacity of
renewable power plants will increase by 500
megawatts by the end of the current year;” Al
Shabnavard, the director general of SATBA's
Office for Supervision of Construction and
Production of Power Plants said.

This trend shows the serious determina-

tion of the Ministry of Energy and the govern-
ment to overcome the imbalance of electrici-
ty supply and demand by the development of
renewable energy in the country, he stressed.

He put the current nominal capacity of the
country’s renewables at 1,371 MW, adding
that just last week 53 MW was added to the
capacity of the country’s renewable power
plants.

Over the past few years, the Iranian gov-
ernment has taken serious measures to ac-
celerate the growth and development of re-
newable energies in the country.

Diversification of financing models for re-
newable projects, increasing the ceiling of
guaranteed electricity purchase, providing
the possibility of buying and selling renew-
able electricity in the green board of the Iran
Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and providing the
possibility of exporting renewable electricity
have been the most important measures tak-
en for this purpose.

Iranian Energy Ministry has also put it on
the agenda to add 10,000 MW to the capacity
of the country’s renewable power plants by
the end of 2025.

In January 2022, the Energy Ministry and
some of the country’s private contractors
signed memorandums of understanding
(MOU) to cooperate in the construction of
new renewable power plants across the
country.

In late July, SATBA Head Mahmoud Kamani
said 600 renewable power plants with a total
capacity of 13,500 MW are under construc-
tion across the country and with these power
plants going operational the share of renew-
ables in Iran’s power generation will reach 15
percent.

“We hope that by implementing these pow-
er plants, the share of renewable energies in
Iran’s electricity production will increase to
more than 15 percent in the next two years,”
Kamani said.

‘CNG development could save 20m liters of gasoline annually’

TEHRAN - Expanding the
use of compressed natural gas
(CNG) in Iran could save 20 mil-
lion liters of gasoline annually
within three years, according to
Ali Mahmoudian, head of the Na-
tional Association of Alternative
Fuels and Related Services.

Speaking at the national
conference “Green Prosperity:
Energy Innovations and Clean
Transportation” on  Sunday,
Mahmoudian emphasized that
increasing CNG usage would
significantly reduce the need for
gasoline imports and address

energy challenges.

“CNG currently accounts for 17
percent of the country’s fuel mix,
which is inadequate for a natural
gas-producing nation with the
infrastructure capacity to sup-
ply 50 million cubic meters daily,”
Mahmoudian said.

He noted that while 2,500 fu-
eling stations are connected to
the national gas network—a feat
unmatched globally—expansion
has stalled due to unresolved
barriers.

Mahmoudian pointed out that
during the 2000s, when gasoline

demand surged, the CNG indus-
try played a crucial role in stabi-
lizing fuel supplies.

However, the sector now faces
obstacles, including tax policies,
business constraints, and unful-
filled government commitments.

He warned of an impending
fuel crisis, projecting a daily
gasoline shortfall of 150 million
liters by 2031 unless corrective
actions are taken.

“Iran is rich in resources but
poor in energy governance,
Mahmoudian said, highlighting
the country’s underutilization of

its vast underground energy re-
serves.

He criticized the proposed
2025 budget, which allocates
over 70 percent of funds to cur-
rent expenditures rather than
infrastructure, education, or re-
search—areas prioritized by na-
tions like Singapore, South Korea,
and Japan.

Mahmoudian urged policy-
makers to invest in CNG develop-
ment, emphasizing its potential
to curb gasoline imports and
deliver long-term economic and
environmental benefits.



Israel spinning a tale to justify its
occupatlon o southem Lebanon

From page 1 » The Israeli army
has killed about 4,000 people in
Lebanon since October last year.
But in the wake of Israel’s failure
to achieve its military goals, it
had to sign a ceasefire with Hez-
bollah on November 27.

Based on the agreement,
which would take 60 days, Israe-
li troops should withdraw from
southern Lebanon, and Hezbol-
lah pull back north of the Litani
River, ending its presence in the
south. The Lebanese army would
deploy to the south to monitor
the ceasefire.

Reports say Israel has vio-
lated the ceasefire agreement,
that was brokered by the United
States and France, more than
300 times since it went into ef-
fect.

Hezbollah has said Israeli
breaches of the ceasefire include
deadly airstrikes across Lebanon,
shooting at civilians in the south,
and flying drones and jets in Leb-

anese airspace, including over

Beirut.

The Lebanese army has con-
sistently denounced the Israeli
military for deadly assaults in
southern Lebanon, citing ongo-
ing breaches of the ceasefire.

Lebanon’s  National News
Agency (NNA) said Israeli strikes
continued on southern Lebanese
towns and villages on Saturday

night, in violation of the truce.

It noted that the attacks in-
cluded “violent bombing opera-
tion” on areas between the towns
of Markaba and Rab Thalathine in
the Marjayoun district. Citing the
Lebanese army, the NNA further
said Israeli forces also invaded
Qantara and Taybeh and burned
anumber of homes there.

Israel is not only seeking to

maintain its occupation of Leb-
anon but is also attempting to
extend its control over the Gaza
Strip. Additionally, in Syria, the
regime continues to occupy re-
gions beyond the Golan Heights.

The occupation of additional
lands in Gaza, Lebanon and Syria
is in line with Israel’s dreams of
establishing a “Greater Israel”.

According to proponents of
“Greater Israel” the sinister
scheme refers to the notion of
extending Israel's occupation
and sovereignty throughout the
Middle East (West Asia).

Israel’s far-right Finance Min-
ister Bezalel Smotrich has al-
ready advocated for the creation
of a “Jewish state” that would
encompass all Palestinian terri-
tories and neighboring Arab ter-
ritories.

He said in October this year
that this “Jewish state” must ex-
tend into Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt,
Syria, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.

Will Israel resume aggression on
Lebanon after truce expires?

From page 1 » Giora Zaltz, head of the so-
called Upper Galilee Regional Council, called
on the government and the IOF to “enable
the return of the northern settlers to their
homes.” Zaltz added, “If the achievement
in the north does not allow for a return (of
settlers) to their homes, the government
should say so.”

Speaking to Channel 12, Zaltz revealed
that 65 percent of the settlers, i.e. about
200,000 have been “in a war zone” for 15
months.

Obviously, Israel was forced to agree to
the ceasefire after its warmongers real-
ized that Hezbollah could not be defeated,
otherwise, Netanyahu would have contin-
ued the war and finished the resistance off.
Further, it seems from his statements that
presently the most dangerous challenges
are Iran and Yemen.

Both the Zionist proxy and its American
operator are aware of Hezbollah’s ability
to withstand and resist long wars. They
know that the movement will mull a broad
range of options, including targeting vital
and sensitive facilities inside the occupied
Palestinian territories as it did on the last
Sunday of the war, which put strong pres-
sure on the enemy’s home front.

It is worth noting that Washington was
the side that relentlessly worked to stop
the war and implement UN Resolution
1701; Hezbollah only agreed to its terms,
not the other way around. Seemingly, Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump does not prefer
the option of a costly war in its classic form
as he is set to assume power in the White
House on January 20.

Besides, Hezbollah, after quickly restor-
ing its military and organizational struc-
ture and turning the challenge into an op-

portunity, is now a new organization with
unknown leaders whose tactics are in con-
junction with an arsenal of ballistic mis-
siles and drones that are new. These are
unexplored to the enemy.

So far, and despite daily violations
through which it is trying to impose a fait
accompli, which Lebanon’s government,
people, and resistance will surely resist, the
occupation army has withdrawn from 38%
of the border villages. Prime Minister Najib
Mikati has informed concerned parties that
nothing will deter the resistance from re-
sponding to the violations after the truce.

Meanwhile, the monitoring committee
for the implementation of UN Resolution
1701 continues to turn a blind eye to the
daily violations to put social and political
pressure on Hezbollah to get concessions,
especially the election of president.

Israeli forces assault hospitals,

sexually abuse women and girls

Earlier, the organization
said that 12 patients had been
forced to relocate to the Indo-
nesian Hospital. “Additionally,
reports indicate that some in-
dividuals were stripped of their
clothing and forced to walk to-
ward southern Gaza”

The organization also warned
that the systematic disman-
tling of the health system and
a siege for over 80 days on
north Gaza puts the lives of the
75,000 Palestinians remaining
in the area at risk.

On Saturday, Israeli occupa-
tion forces (IOF) set Kamal Ad-
wan Hospital ablaze, carrying
out an airstrike in its vicinity
after storming the hospital and
searching wounded individuals
and patients.

Over 350 people inside, in-
cluding doctors, nurses, hospi-
tal staff, patients, and relatives,
were forcibly removed from the
hospital and taken to an un-
known location.

75 patients and injured peo-
ple, who were already in critical
condition, were forced into the
hospital courtyard amid freez-
ing temperatures.

Despite the increasingly dire
needs for emergency and trau-
ma services and supplies, only
10 out of 21 WHO missions to
Kamal Adwan have been par-
tially facilitated between early
October and December, the Who
said in its December 28 report.

Despite the outrage ex-
pressed by the WHO and other
international organizations, the
IOF launched an artillery strike
on the al-Ahli Arab Hospital
(also known as the Baptist Hos-
pital) in Gaza City on Sunday.

The IOF is believed to have
targeted the upper floors of
the hospital, which was the last
functioning healthcare facility
in northern Gaza after the de-
struction of Kamal Adwan Hos-
pital.

According to local reports,
the IOF used artillery shells
to strike the top floor, further
damaging the building.

The latest assault is part of a
wider pattern of Israeli forces
targeting medical facilities in
Gaza, particularly in the north,
where the healthcare system
has been completely decimated.

Degrading treatment

Testimonies  collected by
the Euro-Med Human Rights
Monitor also reveal harrow-
ing accounts of sexual assault
against women and girls during
the IOF raid at the Kamal Adwan
Hospital on Friday.

Thelsraeli army detained
dozens of women and girls,
subjecting them to severe
abuse amounting to sexual ha-
rassment, alongside degrading
treatment that violated their
human dignity.

This included beating them
and forcing them to remove
their hijabs and clothing.

One of the women expelled
from the areatold the Euro-Med
Monitor team, “A soldier forced
anurse to take off her trousers,
then placed his hand on her.

When she tried to resist, he
struck her hard across the face,
causing her nose to bleed.”

Another woman reported
that a soldier told a woman in
their group “Take it off, or we'll
force it off you”

In another incident, a woman
refused to remove her head-

scarf, prompting a soldier to
tear her clothes, exposing her
chest.

One victim recounted be-
ing dragged by a soldier who
forced her to press against him,
saying, “Take it off now,” while
hurling obscene remarks at her.

Similarly, a hospital staff
member told the Euro-Med
Monitor team, “The soldiers
ordered us to remove our hi-
jabs, but we refused. They then
turned to the girls under 20
years old and demanded they
remove their hijabs, but they
also refused. The soldiers de-
cided to punish us by taking
two women at a time and forc-
ing them to lift their clothes
and lower their trousers under
threats and coercion.”

The Israeli occupation regime
continues to commit massacres
and war crimes across the Gaza
Strip.

According to Gaza’s Minis-
try of Health’s daily report on
Sunday, the death toll from the
Israeli genocidal war has risen
to 45,514 with another 108,189
injured since October 7,2023.

179 dead in South Korea’s worst plane crash in years

The deadliest air accident ever in South
Korea killed 179 people on Sunday, when an
airliner belly-landed and skidded off the
end of the runway, erupting in a fireball as
it slammed into a wall at Muan International
Airport.

Jeju Air (089590.KS), opens new tab flight
7C2216, arriving from the Thai capital Bang-
kok with 175 passengers and six crew on
board, was attempting to land shortly after 9
am. (0000 GMT) at the airport in the south of
the country, South Korea’s transport ministry

said, Reuters reported.

Two crew members survived and were be-
ing treated for injuries.

The deadliest air accident on South Korean
soil was also the worst involving a South Ko-
rean airline in nearly three decades, accord-
ing to the transport ministry.

The twin-engine Boeing 737-800 was
seen in local media video skidding down the
runway with no visible landing gear before
crashing into navigation equipment and a
wall in an explosion of flames and debris.

“Only the tail part retains a little bit of
shape, and the rest of (the plane) looks al-
most impossible to recognize,” Muan fire
chief Lee Jung-hyun told a press briefing.

The two crew members, a man and a wom-
an, were rescued from the tail section of the
burning plane, Lee said. They were being
treated at hospitals with medium to severe
injuries, said the head of the local public
health center.

Authorities combed nearby areas for bod-
ies possibly thrown from the plane, Lee said.
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Fifth baby dies from cold in Gaza

amid Israeli siege

The dead body of one—month—o/d Juma al-Batran, who had been
sheltering in a tent in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, is being brought to Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital in the
city for funeral arrangements after losing his life due to the extreme cold, on December 29,
2024 [Ashraf Amra/Anadolu Agency]

A newborn Palestinian baby who was 30
days old died in Gaza from hypothermia on
Sunday.

The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza
confirmed the death of Juma al-Batra, mak-
ing Juma the fifth newborn baby to die from
hypothermia in the besieged enclave.

Speaking to Al Jazeera, Juma’s father told
the news network that the family had been
evacuated from Beit Lahiya to the Central

Gaza Strip eight months ago and did not have
atent.

The father told Al Jazeera he only had a few
blankets and wood to protect his family, but
that was not enough to protect Juma, as he
was also unable to bring blankets and winter
clothes.

Juma has a twin brother who is currently
in the ICU.

Swedes, Brits denounce Europe’s
silence on Israeli genocide in Gaza

From page 1 » Previously, United Nations
agencies and rights groups have urged Israel
to cease its military actions in Gaza.

In November, the ICC issued arrest war-
rants for Netanyahu and Gallant for commit-
ting war crimes and crimes against humanity
in Gaza.

Israel already stands accused of genocide
at the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The ICJ, known as the World Court, found
in January that there was a risk of violation
of the rights of the Palestinian people to pro-
tection from genocide.

It ordered Israel to “take all measures
within its power” to desist from killing Pal-
estinians in contravention of the genocide
convention, to prevent and punish the incite-
ment of genocide, and to facilitate the provi-
sion of “urgent basic services”.

Israel has ignored such calls to end its
genocidal war in Gaza.

Netanyahu ordered his army to launch war
on Gaza after Hamas carried out a surprise
military operation in southern Israel on Oc-
tober7,2023.

North Korea vows toughest anti-US
policy before Trump takes office

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un held a
key policy-setting meeting of the country’s
ruling party a week ago ahead of the new
year, state media KCNA reported on Sunday.

The meeting of party and government offi-
cials decided that North Korea would launch
the “toughest” strategy to counteract the
United States less than a month before Don-
ald Trump takes office as the next American
president, the report said, Reuters reported.

The alliance between South Korea, the U.S.
and Japan has expanded to a “nuclear mil-
itary bloc” and South Korea has become an
“anti-communist outpost” for the US., the
KCNA report added.
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“This reality clearly shows to which direc-
tion we should advance and what we should
do and how.”

The Dec. 23-27 meeting also reviewed the
handling of floods earlier this year, includ-
ing the plan that brought those affected to
Pyongyang, the capital, according to the re-
port.

North Korea also vowed to promote re-
lations with “friendly” countries during the
meeting.

Kim also called for progress in defense sci-
ence and technology to bolster the country’s
war deterrence.
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104% growth in intl. tourists
visiting Kish Island

TEHRAN - The CEO of Kish Free Zone Organiza-
tion, Mohammad Kabiri, has said that during the
last month, the number of foreign tourists who
visited the Island has registered 104% growth.

In an interview with IRNA, Kabiri said on Sun-
day that the plans to attract more foreign tour-
ists have become easier in Kish Island.

The official made no reference to the number
of tourists in a specific month or months to in-
dicate the extent of this increase.

There are plans to introduce new tourist des-

tinations and these are on the agenda, he said,
adding that new routes from Erbil, Baghdad,
and other Iraqi cities have been added to the
destination of Kish.

Kabiri also announced the first direct flight
from Tajikistan to Kish to be launched on Jan-
uary 4, 2025. This achievement is the result of
the meeting with Tajikistan Ambassador to Iran
in Kish, he added.

Kish Island is located on the northern edge of
the Persian Gulf.

Rare Safavid carpets put on show

at Tehran museum

TEHRAN - The Iran Carpet Museum hosted a
ceremony unveiling two exquisite Safavid-era
carpets, drawing the attention of over 150
scholars, artists, and carpet enthusiasts.

Held in the Pazyryk Hall of the museum, the
event featured an in-depth presentation by
prominent carpet researcher and educator
Touraj Zhouleh, who provided detailed insights
into the intricate beauty and historical signifi-
cance of the Safavid carpets, Mehr reported on
Saturday. Highlighting the value of hand-woven
carpet workshops, Zhouleh emphasized the role
of advanced technologies in enhancing par-
ticipants’ understanding through immersive,
multi-sensory experiences.

The expert also traced the origins of carpet
studies to the mid-19th century, crediting Euro-
pean scholars as pioneers in the field. He noted
that American researchers later expanded this
discipline by employing fieldwork techniques to
introduce tribal and rural carpets to the global
art community.

“Carpet studies go beyond technical analy-
sis,”Zhouleh remarked, “encompassing the deep
connections between history, culture, society,
and beliefs. Safavid carpets, in particular, ex-
emplify the flourishing of art and culture during
this period”

The two Safavid carpets will be on display at
the Iran Carpet Museum until January 19, 2025,
offering visitors a chance to marvel at these
masterpieces of Persian artistry.

Attendees described the unveiling as a mem-
orable moment that celebrated the artistry of
this remarkable era.

Glimpses of Persian carpet

Persian carpets are sought after interna-
tionally, with patterns of Persian garden being
arguably the most characteristic feature of
them all. Weavers spend several months in front
of a loom, stringing and knotting thousands of
threads. Some practice established patterns.
Some make their own.

Each Persian carpet is a scene that seems
ageless, a procedure that can take as long as a
year. These efforts have long put Iran’s carpets
among the most complex and labor-intensive
handicrafts in the world. When the weaving is
finally done, the carpet is cut, washed, and put
out in the sun to dry.

Throughout history, invaders, politicians, and
even enemies have left their impact on Iran’s
carpets. As mentioned by the Britannica En-
cyclopedia, little is known about Persian car-
pet-making before the 15th century, when art
was already approaching a peak.

Historic stepwell discovered near the
Banke Bihari temple in India

A remarkable archaeological discovery has
surfaced in the Laxman Ganj area of Chandau-
si, Sambhal district, Uttar Pradesh, where a
400-square-meter stepwell, believed to be 125
to 150 years old, has been unearthed.

The find has garnered significant attention
for its historical and architectural signifi-
cance. Excavation work, conducted under the
supervision of the Sambhal administration
and the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),
is ongoing.

Stepwells, or baolis, are unique structures
designed to provide access to groundwater
through descending staircases.

They often served dual purposes as water
storage systems and places of communal gath-
ering. The Chandausi stepwell is believed to
have been constructed during the reign of the
maternal grandfather of the King of Bilari and is
notable for its three levels—two made of mar-
ble and one of brick.

Sambhal District Magistrate Rajender Pensi-
ya described the structure, stating, “The well’'s
upper floor is constructed of bricks, while the
second and third floors are made of marble. The
stepwell also features four chambers, a tunnel,

and a well”

He added that excavation work has uncovered
210 square meters of the site, with efforts on-
going to remove encroachments covering the
remaining area. The discovery of a tunnel with-
in the stepwell has sparked speculation that it
may have been used as an escape route during
the Indian Rebellion of 1857.

This rebellion marked a significant uprising
against the British East India Company. The tun-
nel’s purpose and historical context are under
further investigation by experts.

Additionally, locals claim that the stepwell,
previously recorded as a pond in state revenue
records, was a central feature of the area when
it was inhabited predominantly by the Hindu
community. Excavation began following an an-
ti-encroachment drive and public requests to
the district administration.

The work, led by Krishna Kumar Sonkar, Exec-
utive Officer of the Chandausi Nagar Palika, has
revealed intricate carvings, staircases, and gat-
ed chambers. “We started the excavation work
as soon as we learned of the baoli’s presence,’
Sonkar stated.

(Source: Archaeology Magazine)

TEHRAN - In a meeting with
managers of Thai travel agen-
cies, Mehdi Zare’ Bieib, Iran’s
Cultural Counselor in Thailand,
has emphasized the potential of
tourism collaboration as a bridge
to enhance cultural ties, friend-
ship, and economic growth be-
tween the two nations.

The meeting aimed to explore
avenues for joint initiatives in the
tourism sector and promote cul-
tural exchanges, ISNA reported
on Saturday.

A number of plans and initia-
tives were also discussed for an
upcoming summit of Thai travel
agencies focusing on showcas-
ing Iran’s tourism potential.

Zare’ Bieib highlighted the his-
torical and cultural connections
between Iran and Thailand, not-
ing, “The ties between our coun-
tries are built on a foundation of
robust cultural and social inter-
actions.

Iran, as one of the world’s old-
est civilizations, offers an abun-
dance of historical, cultural, and
natural attractions that could
captivate Thai tourists”

He also admired Thailand for
its rich culture, renowned hos-
pitality, and advanced tourism

industry, stating that these qual-
ities make it a significant player
in the region.

The cultural counselor further
expressed hopes for mutually
beneficial initiatives that would
introduce Thai tourists to Iran’s
beauty while providing opportu-
nities to showcase Thai culture
and artin Iran.

Moreover, the official proposed
facilitating  tourism  process-
es, organizing joint events, and
expanding media campaigns to
promote Iran in Thailand.

“Through collaborative plan-

ning and effective execution, we
aim to foster sustainable tour-
ism development for both na-
tions,” he said.

Santisap Mokkhawat, director
of the Thailand Tourism Associ-
ation, echoed the sentiment, af-
firming Thailand’s readiness to
cooperate fully with Iran.

He proposed hosting a summit
in February featuring major Thai
travel agencies, ASEAN partners,
and media representatives.

Mokkhawat suggested invit-

ing representatives from neigh-
boring countries like Indonesia,

Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam,
Laos, and Myanmar to the event,
enhancing regional tourism col-
laboration.

“This initiative will not only
strengthen Iran-Thailand rela-
tions but also promote broad-
er regional engagement in the
tourism sector;” he stated.

He added that approximate-
ly 20 to 25 Thai travel agencies
are expected to participate, with
plans for Iran’s Cultural Counsel-
or to showcase Iran’s attractions
through brochures, videos, and
promotional materials.

The event will be fully sup-
ported by Thailand’s tourism
resources to ensure its success,
Mokkhawat added.

“This collaborative effort aims
to unlock new opportunities in
tourism, fostering stronger con-
nections between Iran, Thailand,
and the wider ASEAN region.”

The Islamic Republic expects to
reap a bonanza from its numerous
tourist spots such as bazaars, mu-
seums, mosques, bridges, bath-
houses, madrasas, mausoleums,
churches, towers, and mansions,
of which 28 sole or chain proper-
ties are inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage list.

Restoration of Manujan fortress in southern Iran begins

TEHRAN - Manujan Fortress, a ruined ram-
part believed to date from the Sassanid era
in the southern Kerman province, has under-
gone restoration.

“The current phase of the restoration proj-
ect includes using adobe and handcraft tech-
niques, plastering, debris removal, and gen-
eral cleaning of the site,” a provincial tourism
official said on Sunday.

“This year, with allocated funding, resto-
ration efforts have focused on the main tow-
er of the fortress, the tallest structure in the
complex located at its central point,” Nader
Alidadi-Soleimani stated.

“It is one of the most

Manujan is located 430 kilometers south of
Kerman, the provincial capital, and remains a
significant cultural and historical site reflect-
ing the region’s rich past.

Historical records from Iranian and Arab
historians describe Manujan as a prosperous
and vital city that functioned as a key trade
hub connecting southern maritime com-
merce with northern and eastern Iran.

Previous excavations yielded a special kind
of pottery as well as pieces of jewelry and
glassware works that throw light on the his-
tory of the rampart.

A Sassanid archaeological landscape typi-
cally depicts a highly effective land use sys-
tem and the strategic

significant landmarks in
southern Kerman prov-
ince” he said.

Archaeological stud-
ies indicate that the
Manujan Fortress dates
back to the pre-Islamic
Sasanian period.

Throughout the ear-
ly, middle, and late Is-
lamic eras, the fortress
served as one of the

saw the designation of
“Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region”
as a UNESCO site, a
collection of Sassanian
historical cities in
southern Iran.

use of natural topog-
raphy in the develop-
ment of the earliest
Sassanid cultural cen-
ters.

Sources say defen-
sive walls have often
been necessary for
cities to survive in an
ever-changing world
of invasion and con-
quest.

Fortresses were

most formidable mili-
tary strongholds along southern maritime
routes and in central Iran.

Situated atop the highest point in Manujan
city, the fortress holds a strong presence and
was officially recognized as a national heri-
tage site in 2005.

designed primarily to
defend territories in warfare and were also
used to solidify rule in a region during peace-
time.

The Sassanid era saw a general renais-
sance in Persian art and architecture. Pal-
aces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and Sarves-

tan, which are among the highlights of the
ensemble, are just a few examples of the
grandiose proportions that architecture fre-
quently adopted.

2018 saw the designation of “Sassanid Ar-
chaeological Landscape of Fars Region” as a
UNESCO site, a collection of Sassanian his-
torical cities in southern Iran. Eight archaeo-
logical sites make up the ensemble, which is
spread across the three regions of Firuzabad,
Bishapur, and Sarvestan.

Kerman province is something of a cultural
melting pot, blending various regional cul-
tures over time.

It is also home to rich tourist spots and
historical sites, including bazaars, mosques,
caravanserais and ruins of ancient urban ar-
eas.

Kerman is bounded by the provinces of Fars
in the west, Yazd in the north, South Khorasan
in the northeast, Sistan-Baluchestan in the
east, and Hormozgan in the south. It includes
the southern part of the central Iranian des-
ert, the Dasht-e Lut.

Japan’s scenic hot springs town restricting
tourists amid fights over the best photo spots

Ginzan Onsen, a popular Jap-
anese hot spring town known
for its scenic snowy views, has
begun limiting entry to day
trippers during winter peak
season, becoming another des-
tination to tackle overtourism
amid the country’s record influx
of travelers.

Located in the Yamagata re-
gion about 260 miles north of
Tokyo, the onsen is one of the
most famous in Japan, drawing
around 330,000 visitors each
year.

Travelers from around the
world flock to the 300-year-old
town during winter not only for
a dip in the onsen but its pic-
turesque scenery of traditional
Edo-period buildings blanketed
in snow — speculated to be the
inspiration for Oscar-winning
animator Hayao Miyazaki’s film
Spirited Away.

But its popularity has also

caused problems for residents
in the otherwise tranquil town,
with reports of altercations
over photo spots and parking
places.

“Many guests became an-
gry (were shouting) over good
spots for the purpose of tak-
ing pictures, leading to traffic
rules being broken, cheating,
and making people seek bet-
ter places and easier ways
than others,” the onsen said
on its website, regretting that
its “vague management” had
caused issues.

Starting January 7, those
wanting to enter the onsen
town after 5pm will be required
to purchase a ticket, according
to Ginzan Onsen Information
Center.

Visitors without bookings at
local hotels will be banned after
8pm.

Tickets, including the bus

rides, cost 1150 yen, about $7.

Those driving themselves will
be required to park at a nearby
tourist center and use shuttle
buses to get into the town.

Hiroyuki Ishii, from the Ginzan
Onsen Overtourism Measures
Project Office, told CNN day-
trippers who drove often got
stuck in snow-covered roads,
causing traffic congestion and
blocking ambulance access.

“The area for taking photos is
narrow, and sometimes visitors
have a dispute with each other
telling them to move out of the
way.

There have been times when
people almost fell into the river
after bumping into each other,
he added.

Ginzan Onsen is joining a raft
of popular tourist destinations
to regulate visits as Japan re-
ceives arecord tourism boom in
recent months.

The country already record-
ed 33 million overseas tourists
this year until November, beat-
ing the 31.9 million record set
by the whole of 2019, according
to the Japan National Tourism
Organization.

In  May, Fujikawaguchiko,
a small town at the base of
Mount Fuji, had to erect a large
black net to block the view of a
popular photo spot featuring
a convenience store against
the famous mountain, after it
caused nuisance to residents.

The net was removed in Au-
gust after the craze had sub-
sided.

Other places such as Mount
Fuji and Himeji Castle - Japan’s
largest castle, located in west-
ern Hyogo Prefecture — are pro-
posing to raise entry fees for
visitors.

(Source: CNN)



No lack of medical supplies for
EB despite sanctions

m

TEHRAN -Despite sanctions,
Iran’s Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (IFDA) has managed to
procure and store the essential
medical supplies needed by Epi-
dermolysis Bullosa (EB) patients,
an official with IFDA has said.

EB is a severe and life-threaten-
ing skin condition that causes ex-
tremely painful wounds. Many are
children, who are often referred to
as “butterfly kids” because of their
fragile skin.

The provided items will meet
patients’ needs for six months. EB
Home will distribute them among
patients, free of charge, IRNA
quoted Mavedat Homaei as saying.

The World Health Organization
has also helped the country to re-
ceive these products, the official
noted.

Medicine import crisis in wake
of sanctions

In a recent statement, in No-
vember, a high-ranking official at
IFDA revealed that European Union
sanctions have significantly im-
pacted Iran’s pharmaceutical im-
ports, leaving patients with critical
health needs particularly vulnera-
ble.

The government is now explor-
ing alternative pathways to ensure
the steady flow of essential medi-
cal supplies to the country.

Speaking atanursing equipment
exhibition in Tehran, Fereshteh
Mirzazadeh, deputy head of the
IFDA, provided an update on the

measures Iran is taking to counter
these obstacles.

She outlined the government’s
ongoing efforts to establish new
transport routes and form part-
nerships with foreign airlines
that could help bypass the sanc-
tions.

“We are working to open special
air corridors, collaborate with in-
ternational firms, and strengthen
domestic production,” Mirzazadeh
said.

“These strategies are essential
to securing the medical supplies
needed by our population”

In addition to these internation-
al arrangements, the IFDA is prior-
itizing investment in local produc-
tion capabilities.

Mirzazadeh expressed hope that
these sanctions could ultimately
become an impetus for growth in
Iran’s pharmaceutical sector, aim-
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ing to reduce dependence on im-
ports by improving the quality and
quantity of domestically produced
medications.

“We view this challenge as an
opportunity to bolster our internal
resources and increase self-suf-
ficiency in the healthcare sector,’
she added.

EB is a severe and
life-threatening
skin condition that
causes extremely
painful wounds.

Sanctions harming right to
health
In July 2022, Iranian Ambassador

to Stockholm Ahmad Masoumifar
severely criticized a Swedish com-

pany for refraining from selling
special bandages which are vital
for patients suffering from Epi-
dermolysis Bullosa in the country.

“A Swedish company manu-
facturing medical supplies is still
refraining from selling bandages
needed for EB patients in Iran un-
der the pretext of U.S. sanctions,’
the envoy wrote on his Twitter.

Across the country, 950 people
have been diagnosed with EB, but
considering that EB is estimated to
occur in 1newborn per 50,000 live
births, it is suggested that in Iran
1,200 people are suffering from
EB.

Without the bandages, they
face difficulties even in their dai-
ly routine, including walking, eat-
ing, or even breathing, and unfor-
tunately, there is no alternative
treatment for such pain.

The criminal policy of the United
States caused the death of 15 EB
patients from 2010 to 2018 when
the Swedish bandage maker de-
cided to halt shipments to Iran due
to fear of secondary sanctions as
part of over-compliance.

In October 2021, experts ap-
pointed by the UN Human Rights
Council said over-compliance with
United States-imposed sanctions
against Iran is harming the right to
health, and people with rare skin
diseases are among those affect-
ed, many of them children.

As a result, EB patients in Iran
can no longer enjoy the right to
health, said the experts.

Over 7,000 prisoners of involuntary
crimes freed in 9 months

TEHRAN -During the first nine months of
the current Iranian year (March 20 — Decem-
ber 20), a total of 7,706 prisoners of uninten-
tional crimes were released.

Of the total prisoners who were in prison
due to financial crimes, 7,282 were male, and
424 were female, Mehr news agency report-
ed.

Tehran, Fars, and Isfahan provinces had the
highest number of prisoners of involuntary
crimes with 2,570, 1,295, and 1,186 cases, re-
spectively.

On the occasion of Nation-

Governmental support

In March 2023, heads of the three branches
of the government donated sums of money
to help release prisoners of unintentional
crimes.

Late President Ebrahim Raisi, Judiciary
Chief Gholamhossein Mohseni-Ejei, and Par-
liament Speaker Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf
allocated a total of 8.6 billion rials (about
$16,000) for the issue, IRNA reported.

As an annual tradition, benefactors come
together in a ceremony to raise funds for
releasing prisoners of unin-

al Mother’s Day, which fell
on December 22 this year,
a total of 1,000 female
prisoners of unintention-
al crimes were released
across the country.

National Woman’s Day
(also called Mother’s

Of the total prisoners
who were in prison due
to financial crimes, 7,282
were male, and 424
were female.

tentional crimes during the
holy month of Ramadan, ac-
cording to the Blood Money
Organization.

Previously, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, ear-
marked 15 billion rials (some

Day), coincides with the

birth anniversary of Hazrat Fatemeh, the
daughter of the holy prophet Mohammad
(PBUH).

Currently, there are over 600 women im-
prisoned for unintentional crimes, IRIB re-
ported.

In the last three decades, benefactors have
helped releasing more than 170,000 prison-
ers of unintentional crimes in the country.

Bikes to hold 3.5% share in
Tehran transportation

Bikes will carry out 3.5 percent of the capital’s total transportation,

$§277) for releasing prison-
ers of unintentional crimes.

Asadollah Joulaei, the head of the Blood
Money Organization, said on March 26, 2023,
that atotal of 6,875 prisoners of unintention-
al crimes have been released over the past 12
months, Mehr reported.

Freeing prisoners of involuntary crimes is
done in three ways.

The first way is granting prisoners leave

ENGLISH IN USE

as the national document on bike transport development has proposed,

deputy mayor for traffic and transport affairs at Tehran Municipality has
stated A five-year plan to develop biking in the capital has been proposed
aiming to promote biking, develop bike lanes and curb air pollution.

Currently, the document is under review by the traffic council to be ap-

proved, ISNA quoted Mohsen Pourseyyed Agaei as saying on Saturday.

As per the document, some 120 kilometers of the roads will be accessi-
ble for the bicycle riders each year, he added.
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and the second way is providing a number
of them with loans to be paid inside the
prison.

The third way of assistance is the release
of unintentional convicts by paying their
debt.

The Blood Money Organization was estab-
lished in 1990. Since then, more than 160,000
prisoners of unintentional crimes who had
debts have been freed.

On March 6, 2023, Mohseni-Ejei said the
Leader had pardoned a sizable number of
prisoners.He also said that over 80,000 pris-
oners have received pardons as a result of
the order issued by Ayatollah Khamenei.

The top judge stressed that thousands
who had been detained during recent distur-
bances in the country were given amnesty.

He added that the number of pardon cases
could approach 90,000.

45 1295 o) b7 610 yiaw 3 s 3 ¥ sl

4> 290 A (9l olied o)l Sl A 5 Jem (yglae
Gy 5o 0 VO Cungl oo i pl Golul wls s cnly

9 plovl a3 290 b o8

Qs Y () ol o icaS o)l 13 IS jgiis o as e
Sygo 40 S el cwyn S o conly S8 oyl jo allud

Sy (o0 dnwgi 5 g (§)lgm 45 290 gl
Syl (b slo a3 s Cligie Sy50 0 s 4 zuly o

Qa8 o cpl ABAT 0 a2 b b S JdeicsS

The reason behind the failure of bicycle schemes in past recent years
was that the technology was overlooked in the schemes.
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Straight Truth

Over 6,000 Iranian female benefactors
abroad contribute to school construction

TEHRAN - More than 6,000 Iranian women
who are residing out of the country are actively
engaged in constructing schools, a member of
international charity school-building association
has said.

With the contribution of these benevolent
benefactors, each school expands to six or seven
schools, IRNA quoted Somayeh Hashemi as saying,

She made the remarks on Saturday on the side-
lines of the first national school constructing con-
ference in Torbat-e Jam, Khorasan Province.

Benefactors pledge $334m to construct
schools

Benefactors have pledged to provide 200 tril-
lion rials (around 334 million dollars) for con-
structing schools in the current Iranian year that
started on March 20, Mohammad Reza Jafari, CEO
of the School-Building Donors Association has
said. Over 50 percent of benefactors have contrib-
uted in building 8,000 classrooms so far this year,
IRIB quoted Jafari as saying.

Referring to the number of semi-finished proj-
ects to be constructed by benefactors, he said
some 1,856 schools and 9,746 classrooms need
more budget to be completed.

Moreover, a total of 3,206 school projects with
1,6157 classrooms are on the agenda to be build,
but these projects need the support of the gov-
ernment to be built, Jafari noted.

In Iranian year 1401 (2022-2023), benefactors
alotted 46 trillion rials ( about 70 million dollars)
for school construction and collected the needed
amount in festivals.

In 1402 (March 2023 - March 2024), their con-
tributions almost tripled, as it increased by 115
trillion rials (almost 191 million dollars).

Over half of schools built by benefactors

By financing 120 trillion rials (about $200 million),
school-building benefactors have contributed to the
construction of 53 percent of the schools in the cur-
rent Iranian year, which started on March 20.

In 1998, the Association of School-Building Do-
nors was established, with donors allotting 170
billion rials (around $284,000), IRNA quoted Ja-
fari, as saying.

In the last few years, benefactors’ contributions
have tripled. They have undertaken the construc-
tion of more than half of the schools, the official
added.

Benefactors’ share increased by 300%

On July 2, the former Education Minister Re-
za-Morad Sahraei said over the past three years,
the share of benefactors in building schools has
increased by 300 percent.

If the same trend continues, constructing
schools in areas where the per capita educational
space is lower than the national standard, i.e., 5.30
square meters, will naturally become a priority, he
said.

Over the past three years, more than 7,000
schools with 32,000 classrooms were built in un-
derprivileged areas, the official stressed.

The fact that 64 percent of schools are con-
structed in rural areas and underprivileged com-
munities highlights efforts to expand educational
equity and opportunities, Sahraei further noted.

Rayan intl. programming contest

slated for spring

TEHRAN -The final stage of the Rayan inter-
national programming contest will be held in the
upcoming spring, bringing together 100 selected
programmers nationally and internationally.

Supported by the Vice Presidency of Science,
Technology, and Knowledge-Based Economy,
Sharif University of Technology will host the event,
IRNA reported.

The competition plays a key role in discovering
and nurturing young talents. It serves as a plat-
form to flourish creativity and innovation, and an
opportunity for experts and those interested in
programming to share knowledge and experienc-
es.

Moreover, the event will help participants im-
prove their technical skills, and solve complex
problems via algorithmic thinking. It helps them
to strengthen problem-solving skills, which is one
of the most important skills needed nowadays.

Some 25,000 best coders from over 140 coun-
tries attended the first phase of the competition
on November 30, virtually. India, Bangladesh, Chi-
na, Russia, Egypt, Iran, Vietnam, Kazakhstan, the
U.S., and Japan had the highest number of partici-
pants, respectively.

Based on the average scores of the top three
participants of each country, China, Japan, the US,,
Hong Kong, Russia, Canada, South Korea, Iran, Po-
land, Taiwan, Vietnam, India, and Kazakhstan were
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ranked among the best respectively.

Collegiate programming contest for West
Asia

Sharif University of Technology students have
claimed the first top three positions in a program-
ming contest known as the 25th International Col-
legiate Programming Contest (ICPC) for the West
Asiaregion.

Hosted by Sharif University of Technology on
December 19 and 20, the competition brought to-
gether some 250 students from 50 universities
nationwide, IRNA reported.

The ICPC is a prestigious international student
programming Olympiad. It was founded in the
1970s in the USA and has since become a global
competition that gathers the best teams of stu-
dents from universities around the world to solve
complex algorithmic problems.

According to Mohammad-Amin Ahmadlou, an
official with the Vice Presidency for Science and
Technology, “the contest aims to enhance techni-
cal skills, problem-solving abilities, and teamwork
among students”

“Held in two sessions earlier this year, the
course covers essential topics such as competi-
tive programming fundamentals, data structures,
string processing techniques, and basic graph al-
gorithms,” he added.

Cranes wintering at Bakhtegan Lake

Bakhtegan Lake is a Salt Lake in southern Fars Province with a surface area of 3,500 square
kilometers. It was once Iran’s second-largest lake.

Cranes have come to Bakhtegan for wintering amid low precipitation which has caused the

Lake to face a shortage of water.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

He is the wisest and the most knowing man who advises people not
to lose hope and faith in the Mercy of Allah and not to be too sure
and over-confident of immunity from His Wrath and Punishment.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:01

Evening: 17:13  Dawn: 5:39 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:09 (tomorrow)

Tehran cultural center screens
“Small Things like These”

TEHRAN- “Small Things like These”, a 2024
movie by Belgian filmmaker Tim Mielants, was re-
viewed at the Arasharan Cultural Center in Tehran
on Sunday afternoon.

Film critics Kurosh Jahed and Azam Sadat
Shabani attended a screening of the film followed
by a review session.

“Small Things Like These " is a poignant tale
set in 1985, focusing on Bill Furlong, a coal mer-
chant in the small Irish town of New Ross, who is
well-regarded for his fairmess and hard work. As
Christmas approaches, Bill reflects on his chal-
lenging upbringing as the son of a single mother,
who, despite being ostracized by her family, man-
aged to find work with the influential Mrs. Wilson.

One fateful day, while making his coal deliveries,
Bill discovers a teenage girl named Sarah locked
in the convent’s coal shed, forced to confront a
tragic reality—she is pregnant and alone. Despite
the nuns’ pretense of caring for her, Sarah’s pre-
dicament becomes increasingly evident. She feels
coerced into lying about her circumstances, telling
Sister Mary, the convent’s Mother Superior, that
she was locked in by other girls during a game.

Unbeknownst to Bill, Sister Mary subtly threat-
ens him regarding the well-being of his daughters
at the convent school, handing him a sealed enve-
lope filled with cash to keep him silent. Troubled,
Bill chooses not to share the envelope with his

wife, Eileen. Their exchange becomes a breeding
ground for tension, as he deflects her questions
about the envelope, further burdened by the moral
dilemma he faces.

Visiting the local pub, Bill is advised by Mrs.
Kehoe to keep quiet about the convent, reinforc-
ing the nuns’ political power in the community.
However, the burden of Sarah’s suffering weighs
heavily on him. When he happens upon a childhood
Christmas gift desire, a moment of reflection ig-
nites a decision within him.

Courageously, Bill returns to the convent’s coal
shed, gradually persuading Sarah to leave her
confinement. As he carries her home to his family,
he offers her a sense of belonging and safety. The
film concludes with a dedication to the countless
women victimized by the Magdalene Laundries,
shedding light on a dark chapter in Ireland’s his-
tory and highlighting the theme of compassion in
the face of societal apathy.

“Small Things Like These” is a historical drama
film adapted by Enda Walsh from Claire Keegan’s
2021 novel. Starring Cillian Murphy, Eileen Walsh,
Michelle Fairley, Emily Watson, Clare Dunne, and
Helen Behan, the film explores the notorious
Magdalene Laundries in Ireland. An international
co-production between Ireland and Belgium, it
premiered at the 74th Berlin International Film
Festival in February, and received positive reviews
from critics.

Muscat Nights Festival launched with
Iranian artist participation

TEHRAN- Artists from Iran are currently show-
casing their talents at the Muscat Nights Festival,
taking place at the Qurum Park Amphitheater in
Muscat, Oman.

The participation of Iranian artists in this grand
cultural and recreational festival has been or-
ganized through the collaborative efforts of the
Cultural Attaché of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Oman and the Municipality of Muscat, ISNA re-
ported on Sunday.

Eight Iranian artists are representing a diverse
range of artistic fields, including enamel, inlaid
work, kilim weaving, pottery, silk weaving, wood
inlay, jewelry, as well as saffron and food produc-

tion, the report added.

Moreover, nine more booths have been set up
for Iranian artists residing in Oman, showcasing
traditional calligraphy, miniature painting, wicker-
work, fabric design, and traditional cuisine.

This festival is open to the public every day,
offering an exciting array of cultural activities,
including music performances, theater, poetry
nights, one-day sports competitions with awards,
and demonstrations from various countries.

The Muscat Nights Festival is a vibrant cultural
and entertainment event held in multiple loca-
tions across Oman, including Qurum Natural Park,
and will continue until January 21.

Cartoon of Day

Gaza Is a Victim of Occupation and Cold
Cartoonist: Fahd Bahady from Syria

12 Iranian films to be shown at

Dhaka Int

Frome Page 1 » In the Children
Films Section, “Nowruz” by Soheil
Movaffagh, “Jockey” by Hadi Sha-
riati, and “Miro” by Hossein Rigi
will be shown.

“Hello Anna” by Mohammad
Hossein Soleimani Fard, which is a
joint production of Iran and New
Zealand, will take part in the Spir-
itual Film section.

In addition to the Iranian films
participating in the festival, two
jurors from Iran Mahnaz Tafaghi
and Hoda Moghadam Manesh,
will be in the jury panels of the
DIFF.

Mahnaz Tafaghi will serve as a
juror in the interfaith jury for the
Spiritual Films section. She is an
Iranian producer, distributor, lec-
turer, and the founder of Ayvision
Films, an independent film produc-
tion and distribution company.

She began her career as a jour-
nalist, working with international
news agencies and contributing
to various media outlets. Her
passion for storytelling led her
to cinema journalism, where she
worked with numerous film fes-
tivals.

She later transitioned into film

production and distribution, gain-
ing experience with international

companies before founding Ayvi-
sion Films.

Her company focuses on proj-
ects from the Middle East, par-
ticularly Iran and Turkey, while
also collaborating with European
partners on co-productions.

AYVISION Films offers a full
range of services, including de-
velopment, production, post-pro-
duction, and distribution. She has
served as a juror in various film
festivals so far.

Hoda Moghadam Manesh will
be one of the jury members in the
Women Filmmaker section. She
started her artistic career from

eratinal Film Festival
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young age by acting in the theat-
rical performances.

After performing in five plays,
she entered the professional
cinema. She has played in three
movies so far.

In 2023, she won the best ac-
tress award from Ahmedabad
International Festival in India for
her role in the movie “Life and
Life” directed by Ali Ghavitan. She
also wrote a book focusing on art
history, which was published in
2016.

The general theme of this year’s
edition of Dhaka International
Film Festival is “Better Film, Bet-

ter Audience, and Better Society”.
A total of 201 movies from across
the globe will be screened in vari-
ous sections of the event.

Established in 1992, DIFF is a
biennial film festival. It was ini-
tially organized on annual basis,
but became a biennial event since
1995.

DIFF is one of the most presti-
gious film events in Bangladesh,
dedicated to introduce the main-
stream global cinema to the local
film makers as well as to promote
healthy cine culture within Ban-
gladesh.

Bilingual Persian-Chinese children’s book
published in Iran

TEHRAN- “My Mother;” a bilin-
gual Persian-Chinese children’s
book has recently been published
in Iran.

The beautifully illustrated
work, created by Chinese writ-
er Ge Bing and illustrated by Li
Hongzhuan, has been translated
into several major world lan-
guages and is now available in
Persian, published by Nam Pub-
lications in Tehran.

Translated by Mina Vafai, the
book portrays the story of a
mother who is sometimes timid,
bold, strong, and even strict. Yet
behind every image lies an unde-
niable truth: her unwavering love
for her child.

“My Mother” is designed for
children aged three and above,
offering an exploration of mater-
nal love with gentle illustrations

and a humorous tone.

Last week, in celebration of
Mother’'s Day, the book—pro-
duced by the China Children’s
Press and Publication Group
(CCPPG)—was unveiled during a
ceremony in Tehran.

The unveiling of this signifi-
cant cultural piece was marked
by a gathering of cultural figures
and book enthusiasts.

The event was supported by
Kolbeh Bazi and Andisheh, fea-
turing the presence of translator
Mina Vafai, who is also a faculty
member of the Chinese Language
Department at the University of
Tehran and the director of the
Confucius Institute there, along

with other experts in the field of
children’s literature.

This book represents a signif-
icant milestone in cultural re-
lations between Iran and China,
serving as the first bilingual Per-
sian-Chinese publication in the
history of the two nations’ cul-
tural ties. The narrative is shared
through the voice of a sweet
child, capturing the essence of
maternal affection in a unique
and engaging manner.

This inaugural bilingual piece
not only fosters understanding
and appreciation between two
cultures but also serves as a
valuable addition to the world of
children’s literature in Iran.

Laleh Art Gallery hosting hand-printed works

TEHRAN-The 10th Annual Hand-
print Exchange of Laleh Art Gallery
is underway at the gallery in cen-
tral Tehran.

The exhibition showcases more
than 300 hand-printed works by
[ranian and international artists,
ILNA reported.

According to the manager of the
gallery and the head of the annual
exhibition Mohammad Ali Saeedi,

the event seeks to introduce and
expand the activities of artists in
the field of hand printing and share
valuable experiences in this field.

For the second time this year,
the art event hosts the works of
international artists, including Pab-
lo Picasso, Edvard Munch, Claude
Monet, Rembrandt, Max Emst, Sal-
vador Dali, Utagawa Hiroshige, Paul
Cézanne, Georges Braque, Fernand

Léger, Henri Matisse, Wassily Kan-
dinsky, and René Magritte.

[ranian artists whose hand-print-
ed works are on display include
Nasser Ovissi, Ebrahim Haghighi,
Mansour Ghandriz, Bahman Mo-
hassess, Faramarz Pilaram, Marcos
Grigorian, and Morteza Momayez
among others.

The exhibition includes all hand-
print techniques that can be re-

produced, including chalcography
(engraving on copper or brass);
xylography (engraving on wood);
lithography (stone printing); se-
rigraphy  (silkscreen  printing),
monoprint (single copy printing),
and digital methods.

The exhibition will run through
January 19, 2025 at Laleh Art Gal-
lery located on Fatemi Street, on
the north side of Laleh Park.

Portraits of pain: Palestinian art on show in Amman

When war erupted in Gaza, Palestinian
artists had only one way to share their work
expressing the harrowing reality of the con-
flict: having it smuggled out of the besieged
territory.

For six months, they handed over paintings
and other artworks to people leaving Gaza
through its Rafah border crossing with Egypt
until Israeli ground forces closed it in May
when they took control of the frontier, The
Sunday Standard reported.

“The paintings document the brutality
of war and massacres... carrying pain and
sorrow, but also embodying an unwavering
resolve,” said Mohammad Shaqdih, deputy
director of Darat al-Funun, an art gallery in
the Jordanian capital Amman exhibiting piec-
es that were smuggled out in a show entitled
“Under Fire”.

While the works themselves managed to
escape the war-torn territory, the four artists
who created them -- Basel al-Maqousi, Raed
Issa, Majed Shala and Suhail Salem -- were
not so lucky.

They remain trapped within the narrow
coastal strip where Israel's military cam-
paign has killed more than 45,500 people,
mostly civilians, according to the Hamas-run
territory’s health ministry, and created a hu-
manitarian disaster.

The artworks “depict the daily realities of
war and the hardship these artists endure, who
have been displaced and lost their homes,” said
Shaqdih.

He said the gallery was already familiar
with the artists on display before the war
broke out on October 7, 2023, when Pales-
tinian militant group Hamas launched an un-
precedented attack on southern Israel.

“The language of art is universal. Through
these paintings, we are trying to convey our
voices, our cries, our tears and the night-
mares we witness daily to the outside world,”
said Magousi.

The exhibition features 79 artworks craft-
ed from improvised materials including med-
icine wrappers, and using natural pigments
made from hibiscus, pomegranate and tea.

The drawings show people under bombard-
ment, displaced families on donkey-drawn
carts, makeshift tents, weary and frightened
faces, emaciated children clinging to their
mothers and blindfolded men surrounded by
military vehicles.

“| can’t paint with colors and expensive
pigments because there are more press-
ing priorities here in Gaza, like food, drink
and finding safety for myself and my fam-
ily” reads a text by Suhail Salem next to his
sketches drawn in school notebooks with

ballpoint pens.

In a letter displayed alongside his work,
Majed Shala describes how he was displaced
to the southern city of Deir al-Balah. His
house, studio and 30 years of artworks were
completely destroyed.

“When the war first started, | felt com-
pletely paralyzed, unable to create or even
think about making art,” he wrote.

As time passed, “| started to document
the real-life scenes of displacement and ex-
ile that have affected every part of our daily
lives,” he added.

His words are displayed next to a painting
of a man embracing his wife amid a scene of
destruction.

“These scenes remind me of the stories
our elders told us about the 1948 Nakba,” or
“catastrophe,” he wrote, referring to the ex-
odus of around 760,000 Palestinians during
the war that led to the creation of Israel. “But
what we're living through now feels far more
devastating, far worse than what people en-
dured back then”,

On the wall nearby is posted a message
from artist Raed Issa: “We assure you: if
you're asking how we are, we are far from all
right! Constant bombing and terror, day and
night! Gaza is in mourning, waiting for relief
from God!”
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