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It remains to be seen whether Beijing’s foreign policy is
independent enough to resist intensified US pressure

Can Trump Make
China Stop Buying
Iranian Oil?

Hariri's promising return

By Sondoss Al Asaad
BEIRUT - On the 20th anniversary of the heinous

assassination of his father Rafik Hariri and three years after

remaining outside politics, Saad Hariri appeared from the

same place that he appeared for the first time 20 years ago.

In Feb. 2005, the young man who was grieving the
loss of his father was not knowledgeable enough in the
muzzy maze of Lebanese politics; by capitalizing on his

experiences, he has now reemerged seriously to lead the

Sunni public and is approaching his fellow compatriots.

Upon Hariri’s instructions, Martyrs Square in the center
of Beirut was overcrowded with his supporters who waved
the national flag without the Future Movement's flag, the

largest Sunni movement.

“| will remain with you. Everything will be fine in its time,”

he said, hinting at his intention to contest the municipal

elections scheduled for May 2025 and the parliamentary

elections in May 2026.

“I bow before all the martyrs from our people in the
South, the Bekaa, Beirut, the [southern] suburb and all

the regions,” Hariri said, describing the recent US-backed

Israeli war on Lebanon as “crazy and criminal” targeting

369 Palestinian prisoners
freed

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Palestinian prisoners gained their freedom
from Israeli occupation regime’s prisons as part of the
sixth batch of a prisoner exchange deal.

Many of the Palestinians freed by the resistance
movement in Gaza were taken to hospitals due to the
severe deterioration of their health while in Israeli prisons.

Families in Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank,
welcomed several of them.

The families affirmed their steadfastness in their land,
chanting a phrase written on a banner by the armed
wing of Hamas, the al-Qassam Brigades, at the prisoner
handover platform in Gaza: “No migration except to al-
Quds (Jerusalem)”

As in previous cases over the past weeks, the
occupation regime warned families of the Palestinian
prisoners in the West Bank against celebrating the release
of their loved ones.

This batch included 333 prisoners from Gaza arrested
by the occupation regime during the war, and 36 others

Sixth captive-prisoner swap:
Netanyahu and Trump forced
to eat dirt

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN- The latest exchange of captives for Palestinian
prisoners has left Israeli leaders with their tails between
their legs.

Hamas freed three more Israeli captives on Saturday as
part of a ceasefire with the regime. It was the sixth such
exchange under the truce deal that took effect on January
19.

Sagui Dekel-Chen, Alexandre Troufanov and lair Homn
were handed over to members of the International
Committee of the Red Cross during a brief ceremony in
Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis. The release occurred
in exchange for the freedom of 369 Palestinians detained
in Israeli prisons.

Palestinian civilians and armed fighters from Hamas
and the Islamic Jihad movements held a gathering ahead
of the captive release, which took place close to the house
of former Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar who was martyred

“our country”. serving life sentences. by Israel in October.
» Page 5
Government Nostalgic Iranian songs
spokeswomnan highlights revived by Chakavak
tourism and cultural Orchestra at Fajr Music
heritage preservation Festival
TEHRAN - On Friday, the Chakavak Music
By Afshin Majlesi Orchestra took the stage at the 40th

TEHRAN - Fatemeh Mohajerani, the spokeswoman
for the govemment, emphasized the administration's
commitment to tourism development and cultural
heritage preservation during her visit to the 18th
Tehran International Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition on Thursday.

In an exclusive interview with the Tehran
Times, Mohajerani underscored the government’s
recognition of tourism as a significant economic
sector. She stated, “One of the government's
responsibilities is to diversify economic resources,
and tourism holds great potential in this regard.
Many countries, including our neighbors, derive a
substantial portion of their gross national income
from tourism” » Page 6

@ Tehran Times/ Bahman Vakhshour

International Fajr Music Festival, delivering
a performance of nostalgic songs, some of
which were presented for the first time in
half a century.

Led by conductor Reza Shayesteh, the
Chakavak Music Orchestra brought to life
beloved Iranian national and cultural pieces,
celebrating Iran’s rich musical heritage.

| Atotalof 106 Iranian and international
I bands comprising over 1400 musicians have
4 attended this year’s edition of the festival.

Divided into two competitive and
non-competitive sections, the 40th
International Fajr Music Festival will
continue until February 17 in Tehran.

Iran confirms
‘indirect’ diplomatic
engagement

with Syria’s new
leadership

TEHRAN - Iran’s Special Envoy for Syria
Mohammad Reza Raouf Sheibani confirmed
that Tehran has established “indirect chan-
nels of communication” with Syria’s de facto
rulers, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), following
the group’s consolidation of power in Da-
mascus.

Speaking to Iranian national television in
Moscow, Sheibani emphasized Iran’s “for-
ward-looking approach” to Syrian affairs,
underscoring the Islamic Republic’s commit-
ment to “restoring stability and unity” in the
war-torn nation.

His remarks follow statements by Syr-
ia's acting Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan
al-Shibani, who acknowledged the exchange
of “positive messages” between Tehran and
Damascus.

The special envoy stressed that Tehran is
“closely monitoring developments” and will
act “at the appropriate time” to ensure Syr-
ia’'s sovereignty remains intact.

“The future of Syria must be decided by its
people, free from external dictates,” Sheibani
asserted, reiterating Iran’s opposition to “for-
eign intervention” in the Arab country. » Page 3

Tehran condemns
‘humiliating’ US
migrant treatment
after video details
handcuffing of
children

TEHRAN - Iran has vehemently condemned
the United States’ recent deportation prac-
tices, describing them as “humiliating” and in
violation of human rights standards.

Esmail Bagaei, the spokesperson for Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, voiced these con-
cerns in a statement on Saturday, highlight-
ing the mistreatment of Iranian nationals
among other immigrants.

“The US. government’s actions against
migrants, including our citizens, are unjusti-
fied and unacceptable,” Bagaei stated.

He emphasized Iran’s commitment to
safeguarding the rights of its nationals
abroad, pledging that the Foreign Ministry
will exhaust all measures to support Iranian
citizens facing deportation.

To this end, Iran has issued directives to its
Interest Section in Washington, D.C,, as well as
to diplomatic and consular missions across
South America, Bagaei announced. » Page 2

International
Storytelling Festival
showcases global
talentin Yazd

TEHRAN- The 26th International Story-
telling Festival, organized by Iran’s Institute
for Intellectual Development of Children and
Young Adults (IIDCYA), commenced on Sat-
urday in Yazd, showcasing a diverse range of
talents from around the globe.

The festival has attracted significant par-
ticipation, with over 34,000 storytellers
from Iran and 25 other nations, highlighting
the event’s focus on cultural exchange.

The international section features sto-
rytellers such as Dimitris Prousalis from
Greece, Maria Rubio from Spain, Giovanna
Maludrottu from Italy, Shunsuke Ariyama
from Japan, Chica Reis from Brazil, and Ali
Kalout from Lebanon.

Storytellers from Thailand, Indonesia, Iraq,
Syria, Algeria, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
India, Uganda, Congo, Tanzania, Nigeria, and
Mexico will also be presenting during the
festival.» Page 8
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

FATF demands Iran to join Palermo

In a note, Hamshahri discussed the conse-
quences if Iran joins the FATF. It wrote: Iran’s
membership in the Palermo Convention not only
will not solve Iran’s economic problems but also
will worsen the current economic situation. Its
impact on the lifting of sanctions is “none”. The
prerequisite for removing Iran from the FATF
blacklist is to implement all the clauses of the in-
tergovernmental organization. According to this
convention, Iran must provide this institution
with its financial data in various fields, includ-
ing sanctions evasions; therefore, membership
in Palermo will only be an achievement for the
Western side to obtain vital information to pre-
vent circumventing sanctions by Iran. There is
no guarantee that after implementing all of the
institution’s orders, there will be no objections to
the quality of its implementation.

Ettelaat: Trump and Putin’s conversation
about Iran

In a commentary, Ettelaat discussed Trump's
telephone call with Putin and wrote: Although
Iran was not the main focus of the conversation
between Trump and Putin, the leaders of the two
countries indirectly referred to developments re-
lated to our country. Political pundits believe the
(20-year) Iran-Russia partnership agreement
was designed to reduce the pressure of sanc-
tions. According to Western media outlets, Iran
has increasingly sought to strengthen military
cooperation with Russia, which has raised con-
cerns about Moscow crossing America’s red lines
in its interactions with Iran. Tensions between
Washington and Moscow over Tehran’s nuclear
program will continue, especially given the re-
cent strategic agreement between Iran and Rus-
sia that has changed the balance of power in the
Middle East. It is unclear how Russia will agree
with Trump on America’s demands from Iran. This
comes at a time when political observers predict
that the European Union will not easily give in to
Trump’s demands.

Jam-e-Jam: Negotiation in current situation
means surrender

Jam-e-Jam wrote that negotiations with
Trump in the current situation in which Trump

has set maximalist demands from Iran is a kind
of surrender. It wrote: Countering Iran’s asym-
metric and conventional weapons is one of the
issues that the U.S. President has spoken about.
One of the points that can be said in analyzing
Trump’s position is that there is a difference be-
tween interviews and his instructions. In inter-
views, he focuses more on the issue of nuclear
weapons, but in written instructions, broader
issues such as ballistic missiles and asymmetric
and even symmetric weapons have been raised.
For this reason, in order to clarify Trump’s posi-
tion, prevent misinterpretations, and enlighten
public opinion, there is a need for expert dialogue
between Iran and the United States. Of course,
this dialogue is completely different from ne-
gotiation. What is currently being discussed in
some media is dialogue, but they mean nothing
more than surrender. If they mean abandoning
conventional weapons neither Iran nor any coun-
try will agree to such negotiations because it is
synonymous with surrender and not negotiation.

Javan: Tel Aviv-Washington sedition to dis-
rupt flights between Tehran and Beirut

Javan dealt with the blocking of the Teh-
ran-Beirut flight by Lebanese authorities. The
paper said: Lebanon’s authorities did not issue
a permit for an Iranian passenger plane to land
at Beirut airport under the claim that it may be
carrying money to Hezbollah. Canceling the Teh-
ran flight to the Lebanese capital is the second
anti-Iran action in less than three months. The
coincidence of both cases coupled with the Zi-
onists’ accusations that Iran is trying to illegally
transfer money and goods to Hezbollah is a con-
firmation of the role played by the Zionist regime
that is backed by the United States. This action
by the Israeli occupation regime is a continuation
of its egregious and continuous violations of the
principles and rules of international law and a
violation of Lebanon’s national sovereignty. For
this reason, senior Iranian diplomat Esmail Baga-
ei called for serious action by competent interna-
tional organizations, including the International
Civil Aviation Organization, to stop Israel’s dan-
gerous behavior against the safety and security
of civil aviation.

Iran sets registration dates for midterm
Assembly of Experts elections

TEHRAN - The Iranian election headquarters
has announced that candidate registration for
the midterm elections of the Assembly of Experts
in South Khorasan and East Azarbaijan provinces
will take place from March 1to March 6.

Registration must be completed in person at
the governor’s offices in Tabriz and Birjand, as
well as at the Election Headquarters of the Min-
istry of Interior.

Mohsen Eslami, the spokesperson for the Na-
tional Election Headquarters, provided updates
on the midterm parliamentary and Assembly of
Experts elections, as well as the city and village
council elections, in an interview with Tasnim
News Agency.

“We are currently overseeing the executive
process of the midterm elections for the 12th
Parliament in the Tabriz, Azarshahr, and Osku
electoral district. Candidate registration was
conducted electronically via the Ministry of Inte-
rior's unified window system, and this phase has
now concluded,” he said.

According to Eslami, 223 candidates registered
for this election. Their names have been submit-
ted for background checks to five institutions: the
Ministry of Intelligence, the IRGC Intelligence Orga-
nization, the Law Enforcement Command (FARAJA),

the Civil Registration Organization, and the Judicia-
ry. These entities have ten days to respond, after
which the results will be forwarded to the executive
board in Tabriz for further review.

Eslami emphasized that all election processes
are moving forward in accordance with the offi-
cial timeline, with the Central Supervisory Board
of the Guardian Council overseeing every stage.

Speaking about the midterm elections for the
Assembly of Experts, he confirmed:

“Midterm elections for the Assembly of Ex-
perts will take place in South Khorasan and East
Azerbaijan. The executive boards overseeing
the election process in these provinces will be
formed between February 23 and February 27,
and all necessary communications with provin-
cial election officials have already been complet-
ed. These steps are proceeding fully in line with
legal requirements.”

The candidate registration period for the As-
sembly of Experts election will last for seven
days, from March 1to March 6. Registration will
be conducted in person at the governor’s offices
in Tabriz and Birjand, as well as at the Election
Headquarters of the Ministry of Interior. Author-
ities may also request to facilitate registrations
at the Qom Governor’s Office if necessary.

Tehran condemns ‘humiliating’ US migrant treatment
after video details handcuffing of children

From page 1 » These missions are
instructed to assist Iranian nationals
expelled from the US. and facilitate
their safe return to Iran.

“Iran is the homeland of all Irani-
ans, and our compatriots can return
freely” Bagaei reiterated.

The issue has gained urgency as
the U.S. administration, under Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s second term,
has ramped up the deportation of
undocumented migrants.

Recent actions included the de-
portation of 119 immigrants from
various Asian countries—including
Afghanistan, Iran, Uzbekistan, Sri
Lanka, Turkey, Pakistan, and Chi-
na—to Panama on a military plane,
according to the U.S. government.
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Members of the Texas National Guard stand guard near the border wall
between Mexico and the United States in January 2025

Panamanian President José Raul
Mulino confirmed the arrival of these
deportees during a recent press
conference, noting that they were
transported on a U.S. Air Force flight.

“A flight from the US. Air Force ar-
rived with 119 people from diverse
nationalities,” Mulino said. At least 12
Iranian deportees, including minors,
who entered the US. via Mexico, re-

ported being handcuffed and shackled
during their transfer. This treatment
has drawn criticism, as depicted in a
video circulated on social media.

“They told us that we were being
transferred to the Texas camp, but
they lied,” said one Iranian deport-
ee. “Inside the plane, women and
children kept passing out. But U.S.
forces did not even uncuff them,” she
added.

Detained and confined to a Pana-
manian hotel reportedly under US.
government oversight, the deport-
ees now find themselves stranded
without money, internet access, or
legal counsel, raising further human
rights concerns.

Irag’s Kurdistan says it won’t allow threats against Iran’s security

TEHRAN - Nechirvan Barzani, the President
of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, reaffirmed the
region’s commitment to safeguarding Iran’s
security in an interview with the Iranian Stu-
dents’ News Agency (ISNA) on Saturday.

“We will not allow any group to use our ter-
ritory as a source of threat to Iran’s peace and
security,” Barzani declared.

The pledge follows Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian’s landmark September 2024
visit to Erbil, hailed as a turning point in Teh-
ran’s political, economic, and security collabo-
ration with Iraqgi Kurdistan.

Pezeshkian’s trip to the Kurdistan Region—
the first by an Iranian head of state in over a
decade—marked a “new phase in strengthen-
ing historical relations,” according to Barzani,
who emphasized the visit’s role in expanding
cross-border dialogue.

Prior to the president’s arrival, Barzani had
visited Tehran for talks with the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, and senior Iranian officials, laying
the groundwork for enhanced cooperation.

Border security has consistently been a
central theme in talks between Iran and Iragi
Kurdistan.

In his remarks to Iranian media this week,
Barzani underscored “serious progress” in im-
plementing the 2023 Iran-Iraq security pact,

President Pezeshkian makes
unannounced visit to Tabriz

citing tightened border surveillance and joint
efforts with Baghdad to neutralize threats.

“Stability on our borders is a shared respon-
sibility,” he stated, adding that Erbil remains
“fully committed” to preventing activities that
jeopardize Iran’s security.

Barzani emphasized that security measures
and border surveillance have been strength-
ened to prevent any activity that could affect
the stability of the borders between the two
sides.

Barzani highlighted that Iraqi Kurdistan's
coordination with federal authorities ensures
“no security vacuum” exists, with mechanisms
now in place to monitor and address risks pro-
actively.

He underscored that both sides are work-
ing diligently to follow up on the agreements
made during the high-level visits between
Tehran and Erbil, focusing on economic, secu-
rity, and cultural cooperation.

The official also explained that the discus-
sions during the Iranian President’s visit yield-
ed agreements to boost trade, which currently
exceeds $10 billion annually, with 60% flowing
through Iragi Kurdistan’s borders.

Both sides aim to “expand joint production
and commercial exchanges,” Barzani noted,
stressing plans to streamline customs pro-
cesses and empower private-sector partner-

Nechirvan Barzani, the President of Irag’s
Kurdistan Region

ships.

Despite shared goals, challenges remain, in-
cluding logistical bottlenecks at border cross-
ings and U.S. sanctions on Iran, which hinder
trade growth, according to the official.

However, Barzani expressed confidence in
ongoing negotiations with Baghdad to har-
monize regulations and “facilitate production
and exchange.”

He continued by saying that “both sides
should consider solutions to speed up and
facilitate customs, trade movements, and the
exchange of goods at border gates”

Mohammad Reza Bahrami named
foreign ministry director

TEHRAN - Following his pro-
vincial visit to Bushehr as part
of the National Unity Govern-
ment’s agenda, Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian made an
unannounced trip to Tabriz on
Thursday night for a brief, infor-
mal stay.

Pezeshkian originally planned
to spend only a few hours at his
personal residence in Tabriz, but
his visit also included discussions
on school construction initiatives.

During his time in the city, the
President met with Karim Mar-
dani-Azar, a prominent philan-

thropist and school benefactor, at
his residence. The two discussed
ongoing efforts to expand educa-
tional infrastructure in the coun-
try.

Mardani-Azar, along with his
late brothers, has played a sig-
nificant role in Iran’s educational
development, financing the con-
struction of over 440 schools
with 550 classrooms in various
regions. Their philanthropic con-
tributions also extend beyond
education, as they have been in-
volved in building hospitals and
medical centers across the coun-
try.

for South Asia

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Abbas Araghchi, has appointed
Mohammad Reza Bahrami Taqa-
naki as the new Assistant Minis-
ter and Director General for South
Asian Affairs at the Foreign Minis-
try.

Bahrami Taganaki, a seasoned
diplomat with extensive experi-
ence in regional affairs, succeeds
Rasoul Mousavi, who recently re-
tired.

Bahrami Taganaki has served
two terms as Iran’s ambassador
to Afghanistan. Additionally, he

has held key consular positions,
serving as Iran’s Consul General
in Jalalabad during the Taliban’s
previous rule and in Kandahar in
2002.

The announcement comes
shortly after Araghchi’s recent
diplomatic visit to Kabul, marking
the first official trip by an Iranian
foreign minister since Afghani-
stan’s caretaker government took
power. Bahrami accompanied
Araghchi during this one-day vis-
it, highlighting his continued in-
volvement in shaping Iran’s policy
toward Afghanistan.

Mr. Trump, earn the Nobel Prize for a genuine step

By Habib Ahmadzadeh

TEHRAN - The ever-humorous President of the
United States has expressed a fascinating ambi-
tion: to win the Nobel Peace Prize.

There are two paths to achieving this. One re-
sembles filmmakers who create movies solely for
festivals, where only a handful of judges and select
attendees watch their work. For them, the trophy—
made of metal, wood, or glass—becomes the ulti-
mate goal, without their films reaching a broader
audience or making a genuine impact.

Similarly, some athletes from developing
countries are signed by prestigious European
teams, only to spend most of their time on the
sidelines rather than playing. They are not dis-
heartened, as their fans back home take pride in
seeing them associated with a renowned team,
even if they rarely step onto the field. This player
sought superficial fame and achieved it, but little
else. This is one way to approach the prize.

Alternatively, you could follow in the footsteps
of figures like Elon Musk, who has excelled in fi-
nance and science but lacks a political accolade
to flaunt. You might stage a hollow peace initia-
tive like many former U.S. presidents, handing
out a piece of paper and some pens to both sides
in West Asia while cameras roll and applause
fills the air, ultimately walking away with a Nobel
Peace Prize that is merely a trophy—without any
real peace being established. This has been the
pattern for your predecessors.

However, | propose a different approach:
ask why, despite your Hollywood flair for grand
ceremonies, No genuine peace agreement has
emerged in West Asia. Let me illustrate with an
example. Imagine a wealthy man suffering from
cancer pain.

Trump can achieve his
desired Nobel Peace Prize
by perpetuating the cycle of
superficial peace agreements
that have plagued West Asia, or
he can break from the American
tradition and forge a genuine
resolution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict

His family, wanting to inherit his wealth, con-
spires with his trusted doctor to conceal his ill-
ness and provide him with painkillers. The man,
relieved of his pain, is grateful to his doctor and
family. Yet, as time passes and the chance for real
treatment slips away, he weakens and eventual-
ly dies. His wealth is then easily divided among
those who deceived him. Until the end, he re-
mains thankful for their false relief.

This scenario mirrors the peace agreements
your predecessors have brokered over the past

seventy-five years between Palestinians and
Israeli cabinets. These agreements have never
offered genuine solutions; they are merely tem-
porary ceasefires following previous conflicts,
often leading to even worse violence.

Now, Mr. Trump, you can choose to prescribe
these fake remedies for the ongoing suffering
of people in West Asia—like that self-deceiving
filmmaker or an athlete content with being on the
sidelines—satisfied with their superficial effects
among those easily impressed, while placing the
Nobel Peace Prize on display in your trophy cab-
inet or under your pillow without achieving true
peace.

Or, | suggest you take a different route that
all your predecessors have overlooked: restore
the real rights of the Palestinian people, who
have endured so much over these seventy-five
years—especially in the last fifteen months—
sacrificing their families for their cause. Choose
an honorable peace that genuinely addresses the
root of the conflict. While figures like Netanyahu
and Ben-Gvir may not applaud you for this choice,
you will undoubtedly earn the respect and admi-
ration of people around the world who long for
authentic peace—not just those who participate
in empty ceremonies.

| know this may seem like a lofty wish, but
many people in West Asia still hold onto such
hopes—not through two-ton bombs supplied by
supposed peacemakers and phony treaties.



Can Trump make China stop

buying Iranian oil?

It remains to be seen whether Beijing’s foreign policy is independent
enough to resist intensified US pressure

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - Donald Trump be-
gan his second term as the US.
President bent on bringing Iran
to the negotiating table. But not
through respect and practical
expressions of good will rather,
through renewed economic pres-
sure and occasional threats of
military action.

Analysts consider Trump’s re-
marks about “bombing the hell
out of Iran” unsustainable bra-
vado. Military action against Iran
is deemed too risky and costly
for any US. administration, cit-
ing: the uncertain success of air-
strikes against Iran’s hardened
underground nuclear facilities;
the risk of provoking Iran to pur-
suenuclear weapons; and the po-
tential for devastating retaliato-
ry missile attacks against Israel,
U.S. forces, and allied assets.

Trump’s threats about further
straddling Iran’s economy, how-
ever, appear to hold weight. He is
sure to look for ways to harm Iran
economically, especially by trying
to constrict its most important
source of income: its oil revenue.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent has said Washington aims
to bring Iran’s oil exports to less
than 10% of current levels. “We
are committed to bringing the
Iranians to going back to the
100,000 barrels-a-day of oil ex-
ports,” he told Fox Business on
Friday. He, however, did not detail
how the U.S. plans to do that.

Bessent estimated Iran’s cur-
rent exports at 15 to 1.6 mil-
lion barrels per day. However,
semi-official reports suggest a
figure closer to 4 million.

The US. has two options to
prevent Iranian crude sales. One
is to seize Iranian oil during mari-
time transfer.

Joe Biden pursued this strat-
egy in 2023, but Iran retaliated
months later by confiscating
the same tanker and unloading
a comparable amount of crude.

Iran confirms
‘indirect’
diplomatic
engagement
with Syria’s new
leadership

From Page 1 » Sheibani’s re-
cent visit to Moscow further so-
lidified Iran-Russia coordination
on Syria.

During meetings with Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail
Bogdanov and Special Envoy Al-
exander Lavrentiev, both nations
reaffirmed their shared vision for
“territorial integrity” and “inclu-
sive political dialogue” in Syria.

“Tehran and Moscow are unit-
ed in prioritizing Syria’s stability,”
Sheibani noted, highlighting their
joint efforts to thwart Western
and Israeli agendas in the region.

This collaboration comes amid
growing concerns over HTS’s
governance capabilities. Analysts
warn that the group’s inability to
manage Syria’s sectarian diver-
sity risks further destabilization,
a scenario Iran seeks to avert
through cautious diplomacy.

Sheibani also described Teh-
ran’s engagement as a “long-
term strategy” to safeguard re-
gional interests.

He emphasized Iran’s readi-
ness to support “all Syrian politi-
cal factions” in rebuilding the na-
tion, provided they reject foreign
manipulation.

“Peace in Syria is not merely
a regional concern—it is a glob-
al imperative,” the special envoy
concluded.

Biden never attempted another
seizure again, and no company
appears willing to purchase the
oil he confiscated yet, fearing Ira-
nian reprisals.

Another option is to get Iran’s
crude oil customers to halt their
purchases. While Tehran is be-
lieved to sell its oil to several
countries, China is by far the big-
gest and most important buyer.

Trump’s success in forcing
Iran to ink the deal he wants
may largely hinge on his ability
to compel China to cease crude
oil imports from Tehran, a view
widely shared by his advisors,
American think tanks, and influ-
ential Western media outlets. The
consensus is that Washington
should pressure Beijing, poten-
tially through tariffs or the Tai-
wan issue. While some suggest
concessions could be effective,
this approach is generally incon-
sistent with Trump’s style.

Contrary to these figures and
institutions, Hamed Vafayi, a Chi-
na expert and renowned profes-
sor at the University of Tehran,
believes the notion that China
would significantly decrease its
oil purchases from Iran stems
from a misunderstanding that
sees Washington and Beijing’s

foreign policy approaches in the
same light. He argues, “Looking
at China’s foreign policy, we see
that Beijing does not allow a third
country to influence its bilateral
ties.” Citing South and North Ko-
rea as an example, he explains,
“China is the biggest economic
partner of both Seoul and Pyong-
yang, despite the ongoing state
of war between them. Iran and
Saudi Arabia are also strong ex-
amples. Despite their regional
rivalry, China is the biggest eco-
nomic partner to both countries
and even brokered a rapproche-
ment between Tehran and Riyadh
in 2023 he said, adding that
this approach stands in stark
contrast to that of Washington,
which tends to put countries in
distinct blocs.

Renewed threats could still
affect Iran’s oil sales to China to
some extent, as private Chinese
companies may be susceptible
to intimidation, Vafayi admitted.
However, any resulting decline in
trade would likely be temporary,
as has been the case in the past,
according to economic analyst
Majid Shakeri.

“Since the so-called maximum
pressure campaign beganin 2018,
there have been two distinct pe-

restrict Iran’s oil supply to China,”
Shakeri explained. “In both cases,
sales decreased temporarily, but
they regained momentum even
without Washington easing the
pressure” He argued that these
efforts have been unsuccess-
ful because the US. is trying to
block a natural phenomenon: the
world’s second-largest holder of
oil reserves selling crude to the
world’s largest consumer.

Moreover, China will resist U.S.
pressure due to the potential
political and geopolitical con-
sequences of replacing Iran as
an oil supplier. “The substitutes
for the approximately 15 per-
cent of China’s oil consumption
currently sourced from Iran are
either the US, its closely allied
and controlled Arab states, or
Russia, all of which already sell
oil to Beijing,” Shakeri stated. “In
either case, Beijing is unwilling to
risk increased dependence. China
prioritizes diversifying its ener-
gy sources. Purchasing oil from
the American group could allow
the U.S. to gain a pressure tool.
Furthermore, Beijing also seeks
to avoid greater dependence on
Russia, given the two superpow-
ers’rivalry in certain areas.”

The Turkish media’s role in shaping
perceptions of Iran’s regional strategy

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - In recent days, sev-
eral Turkish media outlets, in-
cluding Tirkiye Gazetesi, have
spread unfounded accusations
about an alleged Iranian plan to
“destabilize” Syria.

An article recently published
by Turkiye Gazetes claimed that
generals from the Islamic Rev-
olution Guard Corps (IRGC) and
former senior officials of
Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment allegedly held a
secret meeting in Najaf,
Irag, to discuss a coup
against Damascus. Al-
though the article does
not cite specific sources,
it claims the plan involved
groups such as the PKK,
Hashd al-Shaabi, and
Hezbollah, with the aim
of destabilizing the Syrian
government, currently led
by the group Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS). Further-
more, it was claimed that Tehran
intended to target the life of Mo-
hammad Al-Jolani, the self-ap-
pointed leader of the transitional
government in Syria.

Similar accusations appeared
in Turkish media months ago, re-
garding an alleged secret meet-
ing between Iranian officials and
members of the PKK, considered
a terrorist group by Ankara. Ac-
cording to unconfirmed Turkish
sources, the meeting allegedly
took place in an Iragi market,
where the PKK requested 2,000
kamikaze drones. It was also

claimed that Esmail Qaani, com-
mander of the IRGC Quds Force,
was present, and that lran agreed
to supply 1,500 drones for deliv-
ery to northern Irag. However,
the shipment was canceled due
to Turkish surveillance. An Irani-
an security source denied these
accusations, calling them “pure
fantasy” and suggesting the
report might be part of a disin-

Recent disinformation campaigns
against Iran’s regional activities
should be understood within
the context of Turkey’s bid

for regional hegemony.

Simultaneously, and perhaps
inadvertently, these campaigns
also serve Israeli interests

formation campaign orchestrat-
ed by Israel to undermine Iran’s
relations with its neighbors and
create regional tensions.

What are all these lies for?

Such disinformation cam-
paigns, which seem to benefit
Israeli interests, must be un-
derstood within the context of
Turkey’s struggle for regional
hegemony. As several analysts
have pointed out, Turkey's use
of terrorists as a geopolitical
tool is well-documented. Turkey
exploited the territory under its

control to allow the movement
of terrorist forces into Syria
and Irag, while simultaneously
launching a fierce crackdown on
Kurdish groups. One of the most
revealing aspects of Turkey’s re-
lationship with terrorists was
the massive oil trade between
Ankara and terror factions, with
thousands of barrels of oil being
transported to Turkey from ex-
tremist-controlled areas
in Syria and Iraq for sale
on international markets.

Turkey has also pro-
vided military and logis-
tical support to Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (formerly
al-Nusra Front), which
received Turkish financial
and intelligence support.

From one perspective,
the Turkish media dis-
information ~ campaign
primarily aims to ensure
Turkey’s regional hege-
mony at the expense of
Tehran. With the fall of al-Assad
in Syria as an explicit goal for
Turkey, Ankara sees a new op-
portunity to increase its influ-
ence in the region.

In this context, it is known that
Turkey is considering building
military bases in Syria and pro-
viding training and weapons to
the country’s military. Addition-
ally, the deployment of up to 50
F-16 fighter jets as a temporary
air force in Syria is being consid-
ered.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran U20 coach
Abdi wary of Yemen
threat in Asian Cup

TEHRAN - Iran head coach Hossein Abdi has
asked his side to be cautious of Yemen when
the sides meet in their AFC U20 Asian Cup China
2025 Group C tie at the Shenzhen Youth Football
Training Base Pitch 10on Sunday.

Yemen, who have 10 players from that squad
in Shenzhen, held Iran to a goalless draw before
eventually falling 4-2 in a penalty shootout in
the AFC U17 Asian Cup 2023 quarter-finals in
Thailand. With that in mind, Abdi has warned his
players that they cannot underestimate Yemen.

“We are facing a very tough match against
Yemen. In fact, all our matches will be challeng-
ing, and every team will be focused on securing
points,” said Abdi.

“We played against Yemen in the quarter-fi-
nals of the AFC U17 Asian Cup in 2023 where we
won 4-2 in a penalty shootout. They are a hard-
working team—tough, disciplined, and good at
keeping possession. I'm sure they are among the
best teams in Asia.

“We need to improve in all aspects of our
game. While we train with most of our players,
some are also with the senior team, which has
been a challenge. As a result, we only had about
seven days to train with the full squad. However,
we will ensure that the team is ready for each
match in this tournament.”

Mohammed Hasan Ali Al Baadani’s Yemen will
be eager to move past their opening-day defeat
against Uzbekistan as they prepare to face a for-
midable Iran side.

Yemen squandered chances in the second half
against Uzbekistan, with Mohammed Al Brnawi
and Adel Qasem unable to find the back of the
net, the-afc.com wrote.

“We are still in this competition despite the
defeat to Uzbekistan,” said Al Baadani. “Football
is a game of fine margins and we will do our best
to improve our finishing and come back stronger
against Iran.”

Greco-Roman
wrestlers snatch
golds at 2025 Petko
Sirakov

TEHRAN - Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers
claimed three gold medals at the 2025 Petko
Sirakov - Ivan Iliev.

Payam Ahmadi seized a gold at 55kg after de-
feating Bulgarian wrestler Yordan Tupalov 9-0.

Amir Mahdi Saeidi Nava won a gold medal
beating Georgian Anri Tavartkiladze 5-3 at the
72kg.

Alireza Hosseini won Iran’s third gold medal
at the 82kg, defeating Georgian Data Chkhaidze

Also, Seyedtaha Masoudi claimed a bronze
medal at the 63ke.

The competition is being held in Sofia, Bulgar-
ia from February 14 to 16.

Inter forward Taremi
on verge of being
sold

TEHRAN - Mehdi Taremi is reportedly at risk of
being sold by Inter in the summer, just a year af-
ter he joined on a free transfer from Porto, which
means that the Nerazzurri could sanction the
sale of three forwards during the next transfer
window.

Taremiis in line to start for Inter in their Derby
d'ltalia clash against Juventus on Sunday with
Marcus Thuram and Marko Arnautovic both
major doubts ahead of this weekend’s headline
fixture.

According to Calciomercato.com, Oaktree
Capital, who took control of Inter at the end of
the 2023/24 season, are put off by a relatively
high salary and the fact that the player does not
have much sell-on value at 32 years of age.

Friday’s report even claims that Oaktree
would not have sanctioned Taremi’s signing had
they taken charge of the club a few weeks earlier.

So, the possibility of his leaving Inter in the
summer is considered a genuine possibility.
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Meanwhile, the Nerazzurri are also prepared to
part ways with both Arnautovic and Joaquin Cor-
rea ahead in the summer.

Tehran to host
World Wrestling
Clubs Cup

TEHRAN- The Iranian capital of Tehran will
host the upcoming World Wrestling Clubs Cup
later this month.

The World Freestyle Wrestling Club Cup will be
held on February 20-21in Tehran.

Various teams from Russia, Azerbaijan, Tur-
key, Georgia, Armenia, Germany, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, and Irag, have been invited to partici-
pate in the tournament, local Iranian media said
Saturday.

Ghaedi scores as
Al Ain defeat Kalba

TEHRAN - Al Ain secured a 3-1victory against
Kalba during their match in the 16th round of the
ADNOC Pro League at Hazza bin Zayed Stadium.

Al Ain triumphed over Kalba with goals from
Sofiane Rahimi, Kwame Kwodwo, and Alejandro
Romero in the 23rd, 40th, and 44th minutes, re-
spectively. Kalba ‘s only goal came from Mahdi
Ghayedi in the 53rd minute.

With this result, Al Ain’s points total rises to
29, placing them third, while Kalba remains at 21
points in eighth place.

Rustam Lutfullin to
officiate Persepolis
vs. Al Nassr

TEHRAN - Uzbek referee Rustam Lutfullin
has been chosen to referee the match between
Persepolis and Al Nassr football teams.

The match will be held in Tehran’s Azadi Stadi-
um on Matchweek 8 of the 2024/25 AFC Cham-
pions League Elite.

Persepolis need to win the match to keep their
hopes alive in the tournament.

Lutfullin, 34, has been appointed by Asian
Foothall Confederation (AFC) to officiate the
match.

Al Nassr, have previously secured their place
in the next stage.

Iran to face
Kazakhstan at
Development
Cup-2025 opener

TEHRAN - Iran will play Kazakhstan in its
opening match at the Development Cup-2025.

The tournament will be held in Minsk, Belarus
from February 15 to 21.

Abbas Chamanian’s boys will also meet Azer-
baijan and Russia on Monday and Wednesday,
respectively. The competition will bring the
youth teams of Belarus, Iran, Azerbaijan, Ka-
zakhstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, as well
as the Blockchain Sports Academies Team (Bra-
zil) together.

Iran win Turkish
Open Taekwondo G2

TEHRAN - Iran finished in first place at the
Turkish Open Taekwondo G2 on Friday, followed
by Turkey and Azerbaijan.

The Iranian women team won four gold med-
als, four silvers and one bronze.

The tournament brought taekwondo athletes
from 60 countries together in Antalya.

Bahar Tahmasebi (-44kg), Asal Mokhtari
(-52kg), Saina Khanalifar (-59kg) and Arnika
Shamsizadeh (-63kg) won four golds.

Negar Mozaffari (-42kg), Saina Alipour
(-49keg), Melody Ghorbanpour (-52kg) and Dina
Babarahim (-55kg) won four silvers.

Negin Azizi seized a bronze medal in the -68kg.
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Copper exports reach $644m in 10 months

TEHRAN - Iran’s copper exports reached
310 trillion rials or $644 million in the first
10 months of the current Iranian year (March
20, 2024-January 19, 2025), according to the
Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Develop-
ment and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO).

Citing data from the National Iranian Cop-
per Industries Company, IMIDRO reported
that the company’s total sales during the pe-
riod amounted to 1.33 quadrillion rials (about
$2.66 billion), reflecting a 32 percent increase
compared to 1.01 quadrillion rials (about $2.02
billion) in the same period last year.

Iran’s Mines and Mining Industries Develop-
ment and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO)
has announced that mining and mineral in-
dustry projects worth $1.3 billion were com-
pleted in the first 10 months of the current
[ranian year.

According to IMIDRO, these projects have
directly created over 3,100 jobs and indirectly
generated employment for more than 8,600
people.

The projects include the construction of
a steel production plant with an annual ca-
pacity of 800,000 tons of bloom and billet, a
titanium project with a production capacity
of 130,000 tons of concentrate, a provincial
steel plant with an annual output of 800,000
tons of slab, a zinc concentrate project with
a production capacity of 200,000 tons, a coil
production facility with an annual capacity of
450,000 tons, a pelletizing plant with a four-
million-ton capacity, and the development of
solar power plants in the provinces of Kerman
and Yazd.

These projects were implemented across
the provinces of Fars, Yazd, Kerman, and Cha-
harmahal-Bakhtiari.

In recent years, Iran has ramped up invest-
ment in its mining sector, launching several
large-scale projects aimed at increasing pro-
duction capacity and reducing reliance on raw
material exports. One of the most significant
projects has been the development of the
Sangan mining complex in Khorasan Razavi
Province, which is expected to become a ma-
jor hub for iron ore production and process-
ing. Similarly, the expansion of the Golgohar
and Chadormalu mines has played a key role

. o
in strengthening Iran’s position in the global
steel and iron ore markets.

Despite facing challenges due to interna-
tional sanctions and restrictions on financial
transactions, Iran has continued to attract
investment in its mining industry, particu-
larly from domestic companies and joint ven-
tures with partners from China and Russia.
The government has prioritized value-added
production, encouraging the establishment of
processing plants to refine raw materials into
finished products such as steel, aluminum,
and copper.

Iran is home to some of the world’s largest
reserves of minerals, including zinc, copper,
iron ore, and rare earth elements. The country
ranks among the top producers of several key
minerals and has been working to enhance
exploration activities in untapped regions.
Recently, officials announced new discoveries
of gold reserves in West Azerbaijan Province,
further boosting the country’s mineral poten-
tial.

To support the sector’s growth, authori-
ties have also focused on infrastructure im-
provements, including expanding rail and port
facilities to facilitate the export of mineral
products. The construction of new rail corri-
dors linking major mining hubs to the Persian
Gulf and Caspian Sea is expected to enhance
trade opportunities, particularly with markets
in Asia and Europe.

With ongoing projects and continued in-
vestment in modernizing its mining opera-
tions, Iran aims to solidify its position as a
regional leader in mineral production while
increasing self-sufficiency in industrial raw
materials.

Households, businesses account for
75% of Iran’s gas consumption

TEHRAN- Iran’s daily gas production
reached 867 million cubic meters over the
past 24 hours, with households and busi-
nesses accounting for 75 percent of total con-
sumption, the National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) announced.

As IRIB reported, 650 million cubic meters
of gas were consumed by residential, com-
mercial, and small industrial sectors.

The household and commercial sectors
alone made up 75 percent of total gas usage.

The NIGC urged the public to set indoor
temperatures between 18 and 21 degrees Cel-
sius, noting that reducing room temperature
by just two degrees could result in a six per-
cent reduction in gas consumption.

The head of the National Iranian Gas Com-
pany has announced that approximately 855
million cubic meters of natural gas are deliv-
ered daily to the national gas network during
the winter.

In a televised interview regarding gas con-
sumption management during the cold sea-
son, Saeed Tavakoli stated: “Although Iran
possesses the world's second-largest gas
reserves, this does not mean there is no en-
ergy imbalance. Approximately 75 percent of
the country’s gas reserves are located in the
southern regions, primarily offshore, which
requires significant efforts to deliver gas to
all parts of the country”

Highlighting that 72 percent of the coun-
try’s energy mix consists of natural gas—a
percentage unmatched globally, even in Rus-
sia—Tavakoli noted: “Natural gas constitutes
85 percent of the fuel used in power plants,
with the remaining 15 percent comprising
eight percent diesel and seven percent fuel
oil”

He emphasized that despite various lim-
itations, efforts have been made to ensure
gas supply continuity during winter, stating;
“Nearly 855 million cubic meters of gas are

prepared and delivered to the national net-
work daily during the cold months.”

Tavakoli, who also serves as Deputy Min-
ister of Qil for Gas Affairs, predicted peak
consumption levels of 690-700 million cubic
meters in the coming week, with 82 percent
of the demand attributed to residential, com-
mercial, and small-scale industrial sectors.

He explained that most gas consumption
in residential and commercial sectors is for
heating purposes, adding: “When outdoor
temperatures drop by just one degree, con-
sumption in this sector rises by 25 million
cubic meters—the equivalent of the output of
one phase of the South Pars Gas Field.”

Tavakoli outlined the gas distribution, not-
ing that 34 percent of gas is annually sup-
plied to power plants and another 34 percent
supports industries, while 25 percent is con-
sumed by the residential sector. He added that
during peak winter consumption period, resi-
dential, commercial, and small-scale industri-
al demand disrupts this balance.

Emphasizing the need for fuel diversity
in power plants, Tavakoli stated: “Based on
regional planning, around 14 steam power
plants across the country are capable of us-
ing fuel oil. However, aligning fuel oil delivery
levels to meet demand remains a challenge”

He stressed the importance of addressing
the energy imbalance through consumption
management, energy efficiency, and produc-
tion increases, stating: “Approximately 70-80
percent of residential gas consumption is for
heating, with 13-17 percent used for water
heating and 2-3 percent for cooking. Enhanc-
ing efficiency in these areas is essential.”

Tavakoli praised President Pezeshkian's
commitment to addressing energy challenges
and highlighted the government’s “two-de-
gree temperature reduction campaign”, not-
ing: “Over the past three months, records in
oil production and liquid fuel transportation
have been broken.”

Home appliance production grows
10% amid market challenges

TEHRAN - Iran’s home ap-
pliance industry has seen a 10
percent increase in production
during the first 10 months of the
current Iranian year (March 20,
2024-January 19, 2025), despite
ongoing market stagnation, IRNA
reported.

Manufacturers in the sector
continue to struggle with various
challenges, including energy im-
balances leading to frequent gas
and electricity outages, a complex
raw material procurement pro-
cess, lengthy currency allocation
procedures, rising operational
costs, and the persistent issue of
smuggling.

Although a ban on the im-
port of foreign home appliances
has been in place since 2018 to
support domestic production,
foreign-branded appliances re-
main widely available in Iranian
stores, having entered the market
through illegal channels.

Due to the avoidance of cus-
toms duties, insurance, taxes,
and other operational expenses,
smuggled goods are often sold
at lower prices than high-quali-
ty Iranian products, creating an
unfair competitive environment
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that negatively impacts domestic
manufacturers.

On February 5, Ebrahim Sheikh,
Deputy Minister of Industry,
Mining, and Trade for Public In-
dustries, stated in a press brief-
ing that the ministry’s policy is
to make Iranian products more
competitive internationally, add-
ing that an import ban is not a
viable solution.

He acknowledged that while
most components of home ap-
pliances are currently imported,
technological advancements are
also being introduced into the

!

country.

He emphasized that the gov-
ernment’s strategy focuses on
scaling up production, with do-
mestic home appliance output
increasing by over 10 percent
compared to the same period last
year.

Smuggled goods hold $2b
share of Iran’s home appliance
market

Omid Fazelinia, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Iranian Home Appli-
ance Manufacturers Association,
told IRNA that an estimated $2.0
billion of Iran’s approximately $7.0

billion home appliance market is
controlled by smuggled products,
accounting for 30-40 percent of
total market share.

Criticizing the lack of strict en-
forcement against smuggling,
Fazelinia noted that domestic
manufacturers must pay around
30 percent of their product’s final
cost to the government in taxes,
value-added tax, import duties,
and other fees, while smugglers
evade these costs.

“Smugglers have a 30 percent
cost advantage over domestic
producers due to tax and duty
exemptions,” he said. “We support
fair competition, but it must take
place on a level playing field”

He estimated that the real
cost of loans for manufacturers
stands at 42.5 percent, whereas
foreign manufacturers supplying
smuggled goods effectively ben-
efit from zero-interest financing.

Fazelinia also pointed to energy
shortages, power and gas outag-
es, and high operational costs—
including wages and rent, which
make up 40 percent of production
costs—as major hurdles for the
industry, leaving many factories
operating at reduced capacity.

Iran’s free trade zones target $2b in exports

TEHRAN - Iran’s Free Zones High Council
has set a target of $2.0 billion in exports for
the next Iranian calendar year (starting late
March), with plans to remove legal barriers
and introduce new incentives to boost trade,
Secretary of the Council Reza Masrour said on
Saturday.

Masrour stated that regulatory restrictions
in free trade zones have hindered their intend-
ed function in recent years.

He pointed to past policies, such as the ban
on vehicle imports into free zones while al-
lowing them in mainland Iran, as an example
of such constraints.

However, recent government efforts have
led to the removal of several limitations.

A key issue affecting businesses in free
trade zones has been the value-added tax
(VAT) imposed since 2021, which has posed
challenges for economic operators.

Masrour noted that a proposal to amend
this law has been submitted to the govern-
ment.

He emphasized the council’s focus on en-
hancing the export role of free trade zones, as
a significant portion of their production has
historically been directed toward the domestic
market, contradicting their core purpose. The
new policy framework aims to steer business-
es toward export-driven production.

Export incentives and development plans

Masrour highlighted that while free trade
zones are more service- and commerce-ori-
ented, special economic zones focus primarily
on production and exports.

Over the past 10 months, exports from free
zones totaled around $1.0 billion, compared to
$10 billion from special economic zones.

To improve export performance, new in-
centives have been introduced for production
units engaged in exports.

Additionally, the council has partnered with
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) to
establish export management companies in
free zones to facilitate international trade.

The council aims to increase free trade zone
exports to $2.0 billion next year, supported by
simplified regulations, investment incentives,
and enhanced economic attractiveness.

Masrour reported that foreign investment
in free zones reached €125 million in the past
10 months, while special economic zones at-
tracted €131 million.

Given the zones’ potential, he expects these
figures to rise in the coming year, he added.

Crackdown on smuggling and changes in
trade policies

Masrour addressed concerns about smug-
gling in free zones, stating that all import
processes are recorded in official systems. He
denied reports of fuel smuggling and claimed
that contraband trade in free zones is minimal,
with customs and law enforcement agencies
actively monitoring compliance.

He also announced a shift in trade exhibi-
tion policies, stating that foreign exhibitions,
which were previously held outside free zones,
have been limited due to high costs. Moving
forward, exhibitions will be held exclusively
within free trade zones, ensuring they target
relevant markets and yield better economic
results.

Expansion into technology and Eurasian
trade ties

The official revealed plans for a greater
emphasis on technology in free trade zones,
including the launch of a metaverse platform
by the end of the year and initiatives to con-
nect domestic manufacturers with knowl-
edge-based companies.

He also mentioned the development of an Al
assistant tailored for free trade zones.

On international cooperation, he proposed
the establishment of a Supreme Eurasia
Trade Council within Iran’s Foreign Ministry to
strengthen ties with regional economic blocs.

He noted ongoing discussions with Turkey
and Pakistan about creating joint free trade
zones, although such projects require parlia-
mentary approval.

Masrour concluded by affirming the coun-

cil's commitment to enhancing the com-
petitiveness of free trade zones, increasing
exports, and minimizing smuggling, with con-
tinued government collaboration to improve
policies and investment conditions.

The establishment of free trade zones
(FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Iranian cal-
endar year 1368 (March 1989 - March 1990)
following the fall in the country’s oil income in
the preceding year which prompted the gov-
ernment to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country. The
first one was Kish Free Trade Zone established
in 1368 on Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and
the second one was Qeshm Free Trade Zone
established the year after on Qeshm Island in
the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been
also established in the country since then, in-
cluding Chabahar in southeastern Sistan-Bal-
uchestan Province, Arvand in southwestern
Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern Gilan
Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan Province
and Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province, both in
the northwest of the country.

As the free trade and special economic
zones have great potential to accelerate eco-
nomic development, the development of ex-
isting free trade and special economic zones
and the establishment of new zones has be-
come one of the major economic approaches
of the Iranian government, and the govern-
ment is determined to attract investment to
these zones.

Iran earns $400m from date exports, ranks 2nd in global production

TEHRAN - Iran, the world’s sec-
ond-largest date producer, ex-
ported 30 percent of its crop this
year, generating $400 million in
revenue, the head of the National
Association of Iranian Dates said
on Saturday.

Mohsen Rashid Farrokhi told
IRNA that Iran produces about
1.4 million tons of dates annually
from 300,000 hectares of farm-
land, ranking behind Egypt in
global production.

“Iran leads the world in date
variety, offering a wide range of
types to suit different tastes,” he
added.

Farrokhi noted that around
350,000 tons of Iranian dates—30
percent of total production—are

exported, particularly during the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan,
with key markets including East
Asia, the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS), India, the
European Union, and Russia.

Domestically, 70 percent of
Iran’s date production is con-
sumed, with 40 percent of it used
during Ramadan.

Iran’s major date-producing
provinces include Sistan-Balu-
chestan, Hormozgan, Khuzestan,
Bushehr, Fars, and Kerman.

Farrokhi attributed date prices
to supply and demand but as-
sured that sufficient stocks are
available in supermarkets and
fresh produce markets, support-
ed by Iran’s Ministry of Agricul-

ture and the Central Organization
for Rural Cooperatives.

I[ran’s Minister of Agriculture
said his ministry is concentrating
on export-based production in
the current Iranian calendar year
(started March 20, 2024).

Speaking in a meeting with
senior managers of the minis-
try, Mohammad Ali Nikbakht said
more than $1.0 billion of agri-
cultural products were exported
from the country in the previous
Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 19, 2024) showing a 13
and 23 percent hike in weight and
value respectively compared to a
year earlier.

He pointed to the current year’s
motto “Production Jump with the

People’s Participation” and added
that his ministry will make efforts
to materialize the objectives of
the motto.

Nikbakht called on the respon-
sible organizations and com-
panies to provide exporters of
agricultural products with the
necessary facilities in order to
spur exports and export activi-
ties, IRNA reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
agriculture minister termed in-
vesting in the aquaculture and
fisheries sectors as an oppor-
tunity for realizing the goals of
the production jump, noting that
fisheries and aquaculture sectors
have ample capacities and can
also improve the productivity of
soil and water.



Sixth captive-prisoner swap:
Netanyahu and Trump forced to eat dirt

From page 1 » Palestinians
demonstrated their solidarity
during the ceremony, reflecting
their unwavering support for re-
sistance groups.

Carrying weapons, the resis-
tance fighters also showcased
their military capabilities to em-
phasize lIsrael's failed military
strategy in the war on Gaza.

“The release of the sixth batch
of enemy prisoners confirms
there is no way to free them ex-
cept through negotiations and by
adhering to the requirements of
the ceasefire agreement,” Hamas
said in a statement after the re-
lease.

The Hamas statement also
condemned US President Donald
Trump's controversial proposal
for Gaza.

“We say to the whole world:
there is no migration except to
Jerusalem (al-Quds), and this is
our response to all the calls for
displacement and liquidation
launched by Trump and those
who support his approach from
the forces of colonialism and oc-
cupation.”

During a press conference
along with visiting Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
February 4, Trump floated the
idea for the US to take control of
Gaza.

“The US will take over the Gaza

Hamas rejects Trump’s plan to forcibly displace Gazans, stating, “We
say to the whole world that there is no migration
except to Jerusalem (al-Quds)”

Strip and we will do a job with it
too,” he said at the time.

Trump has stressed that Pal-
estinians in Gaza should leave the
territory, exerting pressure on
regional countries, in particular
Jordan and Egypt, to embrace a
forced removal.

In a meeting with King Abdul-
lah of Jordan in the Oval Office on
Tuesday, Trump dug his heels in
and stated, “We're going to take it
(Gaza). We're going to hold it”

Trump’s planto forcibly displace
Palestinians has been round-
ly rejected by Palestinians and
countries in the region, including
Egypt and Jordan. Washington’s
Western allies have also criticized

his suggestion.

With Saturday’s handover, 25
captives have been released since
the start of the January ceasefire.

The ceasefire is expected to be
implemented in three phases. Its
first phase will end in March.

The truce should lead to the
release of all captives and the full
withdrawal of Israeli forces from
Gaza.

Trump had earlier proposed the
cancelation of the Gaza cease-
fire if all the captives were not
released by Saturday, which was
welcomed by Netanyahu who
threatened to resume fighting.

Nearly 250 people were tak-

en captives and more than 1,100
others were killed after Hamas
carried out a surprise military
operation in southern Israel on
October 7,2023.

The Hamas attack dubbed the
Al-Agsa Storm was followed by
Israel’s genocidal war on Gaza.

Netanyahu had repeatedly
vowed to continue the war until
eliminating Hamas and releasing
all captives.

But in the wake of the Israeli
army’s failure to achieve these
goals, he had to sign the ceasefire
deal with Hamas.

The resistance movement had
freed over 100 Israeli captives in
a weeklong truce agreement in
November 2023.

Israel killed nearly 62,000 Pal-
estinians during more than 15
months of war on Gaza.

But Palestinians remain sup-
portive of resistance groups.
Additionally, Hamas has demon-
strated that Israel has been un-
able to dismantle its military ca-
pabilities.

For now, the commotion sur-
rounding Trump and Netanyahu'’s
continual threats serves merely
as distractions intended to divert
focus from Israel’s unsuccessful
military strategy in Gaza and the
regime’s international isolation
in the wake of its atrocities in the
enclave.

369 Palestinian prlsoners freed

From page 1 » For each of the three Israe-
li captives freed by the resistance in Gaza on
Saturday, 111 prisoners from Gaza and 12 serv-
ing life sentences were released.

Israeli forces invaded and attacked the
home of liberated prisoner Mazen al-Qadi
twice on Saturday, both before and after his
release.

Musa Nawawra, the oldest of the prisoners
liberated by the Gaza resistance front was
embraced by the Palestinian people after 18
years in Israeli prisons, serving two life sen-
tences.

The 71-year-old had been imprisoned by the
occupation regime since 2007.

Samer Abu Kwaik, who had been imprisoned
for 23 years, embraced his son for the first
time.

Among other notable prisoners freed by the
resistance were Ibrahim, Khalil and Musa Sar-
ahneh, three brothers from occupied al-Quds
(Jerusalem).

Both Ibrahim and
Musa were transferred
to the hospital immedi-
ately upon their arrival
in Ramallah due to their
medical neglect and
mistreatment in pris-
ons.

Khalil, who was serv- §
ing a life sentence had #A
been forcibly deported fde
to Gaza. i

Another liberat-
ed prisoner, Hassan
Owais, spoke about the horrendous conditions
in which Palestinian prisoners are forced to
survive in occupation prisons.

Buses carrying most of the liberated Pales-
tinian prisoners arrived in the Gaza Strip and
made their way to the European Hospital in
Khan Younis for urgent medical care.

Speaking to Al Jazeera, Mohamad Elmasry,
a professor in the media studies program at

the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, noted

that 333 of the Palestinians released were ar-
rested without any charge.

“These are people who, by Israel’s own ad-
mission, have not committed a crime. And this
is the case with thousands of Palestinians who
are in jail right now [under] administrative
detention,” he said, adding it was well-docu-
mented that many of the Palestinian prison-
ers are treated horribly inside Israeli prisons.

Hariri’s promising return
The ex-PM’s reemergence essentially needed to counter sedition

From page 1 » He said, “It killed our people.
It destroyed their homes, institutions, crops
and society”

Hariri’s rational speech has foiled the re-
lentless efforts to put Sunnis and Shiites
against each other; he also praised his popu-
lar base’s solidarity with the displaced as they

confirmed - in action and not in words - that
“Lebanon is one and the Lebanese are one
body”

During the recent September-October
Israeli war on Lebanon, the mainstream
Arab media refused to say how those Sun-
nis welcomed the displaced Shiites in their
own homes. Instead, they repeated the
claim driven by Israel’s secretive cyber war-
fare unit 8200 that Hezbollah was involved
in the assassination of his Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

Further, Hariri pointed to the responsibil-
ity of rebuilding the destroyed areas. “This
is everyone’s responsibility, just as it is their
responsibility to solve the economic crisis and

restore development in
all regions.

Today, after electing
a new president and a
prime minister, we have
a golden opportunity,”
he stressed.

Hariri addressed his
“partner”, i.e. the Shiite
duo, without explicitly
naming it, saying: “You
are partners in this
opportunity, and with-
out you it cannot be

”

achieved!

“You are partners in opening bridges of re-
lations with our Arab brothers and partners in
reconstruction.

Most importantly, you are strong partners
in restoring the prestige of the state, which
alone, with its army, security forces and insti-
tutions, protects all Lebanese,” he maintained.

Saad Hariri, who served as the prime min-
ister of Lebanon from 2009 to 2011 and 2016
t0 2020, added, “We are with the state and our
national army.

We support every effort they make to im-
pose the implementation of the ceasefire and
Resolution 1701 in full, with the withdrawal of
the Israeli occupation from all the villages it
still occupies”

Besides, Hariri announced his support for
the choices of the Syrian people and his re-
jection of the settlement of Palestinian ref-
ugees.

Since Hariri’s absence, the active role of
the Sunni component has declined in favor of
rogues selected and oriented by the US em-
bassy in Beirut and suspicious NGOs funded
by George Soros.

Those have neither a popular base nor a
comprehensive national discourse that is keen
on Lebanon’s sovereignty, which contributed
to the dispersion of the Sunnis as reflected
during the formation of the current govern-
ment, as Nawaf Salam was imposed from the
outside and does not represent the Sunnis’
national agenda.

Relentlessly, those pro-US renegades have
spared no efforts to pave the way for the de-
centralization of Sunni leadership, i.e. sepa-
rating the premiership from the leadership of
the Sunni component.

It is worth noting that 3 out of 27 Sunni MPs
are affiliated with the Shiite duo. The rest are
distributed among the National Consensus
Bloc, headed by MP Faisal Karami, and the
National Moderation Bloc, which was absent
from the new government for the first time
since the 1990s.

Hariri’s national speech reconfirmed that
there is no victor or vanquished in Lebanon,
but rather a crucible with diverse identities
that requires concessions, cooperation, and
thwarting the Israeli conspiracy threatening
the people and the state.

Amid the sensitive situation that Lebanon is
going through, activating the moderate Sunni
presence is an urgent Lebanese need, given
Hariri's extensive relations both regionally
and internationally.
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Dublin demonstration: Protesters
condemn Trump S Gaza plan

Around 1,000 people took part in a demonstra-
tion for Palestine in Dublin city center on Satur-
day, marching from the Department of Foreign
Affairs to the American Embassy in Ballsbridge.

They were protesting against proposals by US
President Donald Trump that millions of Gazans
be moved out of the territory to facilitate recon-
struction under US authority.

They called on the Irish Government to pass the
Occupied Territories Bill, which aims to ban trade
between Ireland and Israel’s illegal settlements
on Palestinian land.

Protesters accuse Israel of
orchestrating blockade of Iranian flights

The Lebanese army clashed with pro-
testers angry over the government’s deci-
sion to block two Iranian passenger planes
from landing at Rafic Hariri International
Airport.

Security forces threw tear gas at protest-
ers who had staged a sit-in on the airport
road on Saturday.

They accused Israel of forcing Lebanese
authorities to make the decision.

A large number of people also took to the
streets around the airport on Thursday night
to condemn the cancellation of the civilian
flights from Tehran to Beirut.

The angry protesters set fire to tires and
created roadblocks amid clashes with the
armythat was attempting toreopentheroad.

slogans

The
against the United States and Israel.

demonstrators chanted

They accused the Lebanese government of
implementing the measure under the influ-
ence of Tel Aviv and Washington.

The path to American authoritarianism

Donald Trump’s first election to the presi-
dency in 2016 triggered an energetic defense
of democracy from the American establish-
ment. But his return to office has been met
with striking indifference. Many of the poli-
ticians, pundits, media figures, and business
leaders who viewed Trump as a threat to
democracy eight years ago now treat those
concerns as overblown—after all, democracy
survived his first stint in office. In 2025, wor-
rying about the fate of American democracy
has become almost passe.

The timing of this mood shift could not be
worse, for democracy is in greater peril to-
day than at any time in modern U.S. history.
America has been backsliding for a decade:
between 2014 and 2021, Freedom House'’s
annual global freedom index, which scores
all countries on a scale of zero to 100, down-
graded the United States from 92 (tied with
France) to 83 (below Argentina and tied with
Panama and Romania), where it remains.

The country’s vaunted constitutional checks
are failing. Trump violated the cardinal rule of
democracy when he attempted to overturn
the results of an election and block a peaceful
transfer of power. Yet neither Congress nor
the judiciary held him accountable, and the
Republican Party—coup attempt notwith-
standing—renominated him for president.
Trump ran an openly authoritarian campaign
in 2024, pledging to prosecute his rivals,
punish critical media, and deploy the army
to repress protest. He won, and thanks to an
extraordinary Supreme Court decision, he will
enjoy broad presidential immunity during his
second term.

Democracy survived Trump’s first term be-
cause he had no experience, plan, or team. He
did not control the Republican Party when he
took office in 2017, and most Republican lead-
ers were still committed to democratic rules
of the game. Trump governed with establish-
ment Republicans and technocrats, and they
largely constrained him. None of those things
are true anymore. This time, Trump has made
it clear that he intends to govern with loyal-
ists. He now dominates the Republican Party,
which, purged of its anti-Trump forces, now
acquiesces to his authoritarian behavior.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

U.S. democracy will likely break down during
the second Trump administration, in the sense
that it will cease to meet standard criteria for
liberal democracy: full adult suffrage, free and
fair elections, and broad protection of civil lib-

erties.

The breakdown of democracy in the United
States will not give rise to a classic dictator-
ship in which elections are a sham and the op-
position is locked up, exiled, or killed. Even in
a worst-case scenario, Trump will not be able
to rewrite the Constitution or overturn the
constitutional order. He will be constrained by
independent judges, federalism, the country’s
professionalized military, and high barriers to
constitutional reform. There will be elections
in 2028, and Republicans could lose them.

But authoritarianism does not require the
destruction of the constitutional order. What
lies ahead is not fascist or single-party dicta-
torship but competitive authoritarianism—a
system in which parties compete in elections
but the incumbent’s abuse of power tilts the
playing field against the opposition. Most au-
tocracies that have emerged since the end of
the Cold War fall into this category, including
Alberto Fujimori’s Peru, Hugo Chavez's Vene-
zuela, and contemporary El Salvador, Hungary,
India, Tunisia, and Turkey. Under competitive
authoritarianism, the formal architecture of
democracy, including multiparty elections, re-
mains intact. Opposition forces are legal and
aboveground, and they contest seriously for
power. Elections are often fiercely contested
battles in which incumbents have to sweat it
out. And once in a while, incumbents lose, as
they did in Malaysia in 2018 and in Poland in
2023. But the system is not democratic, be-
cause incumbents rig the game by deploying
the machinery of government to attack oppo-
nents and co-opt critics. Competition is real
but unfair.

Competitive authoritarianism will trans-
form political life in the United States. As
Trump’s early flurry of dubiously constitu-
tional executive orders made clear, the cost of
public opposition will rise considerably: Dem-
ocratic Party donors may be targeted by the
IRS; businesses that fund civil rights groups
may face heightened tax and legal scrutiny
or find their ventures stymied by regulators.
Critical media outlets will likely confront cost-
ly defamation suits or other legal actions as
well as retaliatory policies against their par-
ent companies. Americans will still be able to
oppose the government, but opposition will
be harder and riskier, leading many elites and
citizens to decide that the fight is not worth
it. A failure to resist, however, could pave the
way for authoritarian entrenchment—with
grave and enduring consequences for global
democracy.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Esfahak’s registration document as UN
Best Tourism Village unveiled

TEHRAN - Esfahak’s registration docu-
ment as the UN Tourism’s Best Tourism Vil-
lage was officially unveiled at the pavilion
of South Khorasan during the 18th Tehran
International Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition, with senior provincial officials
signing the certificate.

The historicalvillage, located in Iran’s South
Khorasan province, won a TO-DO Award pre-
sented by the German Institute for Tourism
and Development In 2020.

Hadi Shahverdi, Director General of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts of
South Khorasan, highlighted the village’s
distinctive historical architecture, featuring
traditional mud-brick houses that captivate
tourists. He emphasized that this authentic
and preserved architectural style played a
crucial role in securing Esfahak’s global rec-
ognition.

Esfahak suffered complete destruction
in the 1978 Tabas earthquake, forcing its
residents to abandon the village. However,
through collective efforts, the villagers suc-
cessfully revived and restored their home-
land. This remarkable community-driven
revival caught the attention of UN Tourism,
which acknowledged the village’s commit-
ment to preserving its heritage while foster-
ing sustainable tourism.

Shahverdi elaborated on the key criteria
that contributed to Esfahak’s recognition, in-
cluding its unique natural attractions, tour-
ism value chain, governance priorities, safe-
ty infrastructure, and small population size
(under 15,000). The village also features tra-
ditional agricultural and forestry activities, a
distinctive lifestyle, and shared cultural val-
ues. These aspects, combined with its histor-
ical fabric and architecture, established Es-
fahak as an exemplary model of sustainable
tourism development.

The village boasts a range of natural and
cultural attractions, including vast desert
landscapes, sand dunes, palm groves, and
ganats (ancient underground water chan-

nels). These elements contribute to Esfahak’s
appeal as a prominent tourist destination.

Shahverdi also pointed out that Esfahak’s
rich cultural heritage, customs, and tradi-
tions played a significant role in its global
recognition. He expressed optimism that the
village’s inclusion on UN Tourism’s presti-
gious list would drive sustainable develop-
ment, attract tourists, and encourage invest-
ment in tourism infrastructure. This, in turn,
would enhance economic growth and im-
prove the living conditions of local residents.

The international recognition of Esfahak
underscores its high historical, architectur-
al, cultural, and natural value, as well as the
dedication of its community. Officials hope
that this achievement will further elevate
Esfahak’s global profile, positioning it as a
must-visit destination for travelers seeking
authentic and sustainable tourism experi-
ences.

Since 2021, the Best Tourism Villages ini-
tiative has aimed to promote sustainable
tourism in rural areas, focusing on preserv-
ing natural landscapes, cultural heritage,
and indigenous lifestyles, including gastron-
omy and local values. Esfahak’s inclusion on
this global list is a testament to its villagers’
dedication to revitalizing their heritage and
turning it into a sustainable tourism hub that
honors its past while embracing a prosper-
ous future.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites: Church
and Dominican Convent of Santa Maria

The refectory of the Convent of Santa Ma-
ria delle Grazie in Milan forms an integral part
of this architectural complex, begun in 1463
and reworked at the end of the 15th century
by Bramante. On the north wall is The Last
Supper, the unrivaled masterpiece painted
between 1495 and 1497 by Leonardo da Vinci,
whose work was to herald a new erain the his-
tory of art. The complex, including the Church
and Convent, was built from 1463 onwards by
Guiniforte Solari, and was afterwards consid-
erably modified at the end of 15th century by
Bramante, one of the masters of the Renais-
sance. Bramante structurally enlarged the
church and added large semi-circular apses,
a wonderful drum-shaped dome surrounded
by columns, and a spectacular cloister and re-
fectory.

The painting was commissioned in 1495 and
completed in 1497. The representation by Leon-
ardo da Vinci depicted the moment immediate-
ly after Christ said, “One of you will betray me”.
Leonardo rejected the classical interpretation
of the composition and had Jesus in the midst
of the Apostles; he also created four groups
of three figures on either side of Christ. The
12 Apostles reacted in differing ways; their
movements and expressions are magnificently
captured in Leonardo’s work. The genius of the
artist is seen especially in the use of light and
strong perspective. Unfortunately, Leonardo did
not work in fresco but in tempera on a two-lay-
ered surface of plaster that did not absorb paint.
It was as early as 1568 when Vasari first pointed
out problems with this painting technique.

(Source: UNESCO)

Echoes of Iran

A group of Iranian Daf players performs traditional regional music at the 18th Tehran
International Tourism and Related Industries Exhibition on February 13, 2025.

Government spokeswoman highlights
tourism and cultural herltage preservation

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - Fatemeh Mohajer-
ani, the spokeswoman for the
government, emphasized the
administration’s ~ commitment
to tourism development and
cultural heritage preservation
during her visit to the 18th Teh-
ran International Tourism and
Related Industries Exhibition on
Thursday.

In an exclusive interview with
the Tehran Times, Mohajerani
underscored the government’s
recognition of tourismas a signif-
icant economic sector.

She stated, “One of the gov-
ernment’s responsibilities is to
diversify economic resources,
and tourism holds great poten-
tial in this regard.

Many countries, including our
neighbors, derive a substantial
portion of their gross national
income from tourism.”

Addressing the government’s
strategies to boost tourism, Mo-
hajerani highlighted the impor-
tance of regional cooperation.

“Focusing on neighboring
countries, as well as engaging
with BRICS, Eurasian [Econom-
ic Union], and Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization member
states, are key measures to at-
tract foreign tourists and stim-
ulate domestic tourism,” she
added.

Fatemeh Mohajerani, the spokeswoman for the
government, talks to the Tehran Times during her visit to the
18th Tehran International Tourism and Related Industries Exhibi-
tion on February 13, 2025.

The discussion also covered
concerns regarding Iran’s cul-
tural heritage sites, including the
serious threats facing the Imam
Mosque in Isfahan’s Nagsh-e
Jahan Square due to land sub-
sidence and the gradual dete-
rioration of Persepolis due to
biological and environmental
factors. When asked about the
government’s plans to allocate
appropriate funding for resto-
ration and conservation, Moha-
jerani was reassured that such
efforts were already underway.

“The government has priori-

tized the allocation of adequate
budgets for the preservation of
our invaluable cultural heritage,”
she said.

“We have reached agreements
with the National Development
Fund, and just yesterday, the
Minister [of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts Seyyed
Reza Salehi-Amiri] signed an
agreement to use allocated re-
sources from the fund for the
restoration and protection of na-
tionally significant cultural and
historical sites.”

She further confirmed that the
budget would be specifically al-
located to the Ministry of Cultur-
al Heritage, ensuring that these
sites are preserved for future
generations.

President Masoud Pezeshkian,
in remarks made in the opening
ceremony, underscored the ne-
cessity of fostering tourism and
strengthening ties with friend-
ly and neighboring countries.
“Only in peace and harmony can
we truly host and welcome each
other,” he said.

“Anyone visiting Iran is our
esteemed guest. By the grace
of God, we have close and deep
relations with all our neighbors,
and we will continue this close-
ness.”

He also criticized the spread of
false narratives about Iran, say-
ing, “If people come and see for
themselves, they will realize that
what is said against Iran from
certain tribunes is untrue. Iran
has a friendly, loving, and hu-
mane people.

Every corner of Iran is full of
friendliness and harmony, and
Iranian hospitality is exemplary.”

The four-day tourism fair came
to an end on February 14 in the
Tehran Permanent International
Fairgrounds as a key platform
for discussions on the future of
Iran’s tourism industry and her-
itage preservation efforts.

Tehran’s tourism scene gets a boost with new magazine launch

TEHRAN - The first issue of “Tehran Didani”
magazine was unveiled on the final day of the
18th Tehran International Tourism and Relat-
ed Industries Exhibition.

The magazine, whose name implies spec-
tacular, eye-catching, or picturesque Tehran,
is dedicated to showcasing tourist attrac-
tions of the Iranian capital and aims to serve
as a milestone in urban tourism promotion.

Among the officials attending the event
were Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Hejazi, the
CEO of the Abbasabad Cultural and Tourism
Zone who doubles as the Managing Editor
for the magazine, and Anoushirvan Mohse-
ni-Bandpei, the Deputy Minister of Tourism
at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, among
others.

Addressing the attendees, Hejazi empha-
sized the significance of small-scale gather-
ings like these in tourism exhibitions, noting
that Tehran Municipality’s efforts to manage
urban tourism have positively impacted both
residents and visitors.

He highlighted that “Tehran Didani” is the
result of months of research and collabora-
tion among media professionals and tourism
experts.

He further invited journalists and critics to
review and provide feedback on the publication.

The magazine’s editor-in-chief added that
its publishing license was obtained last year
from the Press Deputy of the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance.

The publication intends to document Teh-
ran’s tourist attractions and urban tourism
initiatives, with the goal of becoming a lasting
reference in tourism research and informa-
tion dissemination.

Mohseni-Bandpei praised the Abbasabad
Cultural and Tourism Zone for launching a

specialized tourism magazine.

He underscored Tehran’s rich historical
heritage and its abundance of modern attrac-
tions, which contribute to both domestic and
international tourism.

However, he also pointed out the shortcom-
ings in tourism development despite the city’s
vast potential, calling for better resource al-
location similar to neighboring countries.

Fatima Karimi, the magazine’s editorial
secretary, told the Tehran Times that the need
for a dedicated tourism publication had long
been felt.

She noted that Tehran’s tourism potential
has often been overshadowed by its political,
economic, and social significance.

“Given Tehran Municipality’s efforts to es-
tablish a tourism organization, the magazine
was created with contributions from expe-
rienced tourism journalists to highlight the
city’s attractions.”

Karimi expressed optimism about the mag-
azine’s impact, stating that the positive re-
ception at the launch event indicates strong
public interest in exploring Tehran’s less-

er-known attractions.

She also pledged continued efforts to high-
light the capital’s hidden tourism potential.

Ahmad Alavi, the Chairman of the Tehran
City Tourism Commission, Vali Teimouri, the
former Deputy Minister of Tourism, Reza
Shangi, the Mayor of District 20, and Alireza
Tabesh, the CEO of Social Security Tourism
Holding (Hegta) were among other officials
participating the event.

Alavi pointed out that despite having hun-
dreds of historical and cultural landmarks,
Tehran is often regarded as merely a depar-
ture point for weekend getaways.

He stressed the need for better public
awareness and infrastructure to promote the
city as a tourist destination.

Additionally, he advocated for easing re-
strictions on private heritage sites and his-
toric gardens to encourage their preservation
and public access.

Tabesh, for his part, underlined that tour-
ism establishments would collaborate with
“Tehran Didani” and distribute it to travel
agencies and hotels.

He expressed hope that other provinces
would follow suit with similar publications,
recognizing the importance of a specialized
tourism discourse.

Tabesh emphasized that the name “Tehran
Didani” serves as an invitation to explore the
city’s attractions. He called for each issue of
the magazine to introduce new sites to keep
readers engaged.

He also suggested translating the publica-
tion into English and distributing it to foreign
embassies and international tour operators
to enhance Tehran’s global tourism profile.

Samanu festival celebrated in Daraq, eastern Iran

TEHRAN - The annual Sama-
nu-Pazan Festival was held this
past Friday in the town of Darag,
North Khorasan, drawing a large
crowd of tourists and locals alike.
Organized by the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Department of Garmeh county,
where Daraq is situated in east-
ern Iran, the event celebrated one
of the region’s most cherished
traditions: the preparation of Sa-
manu, a sweet, nutritious paste
made from wheat germ.

According to Vahid Mahmoud-
ifar, head of the department, the
festival aims to preserve and pro-
mote this ancient cultural prac-
tice, which has been passed down
through generations.

The event featured the cooking

of 14 massive pots of Samanu,
each capable of producing 150 ki-
lograms of the product.

The tradition of Samanu prepa-
ration in Daraq and the nearby
city of Bojnord is deeply rooted
in family heritage, with recipes
passed down from grandparents
to grandchildren.

Remarkably, the Samanu made
in this region can last up to two
years without refrigeration, a
testament to its unique quality
and preservation techniques.

Darag, often called the “capital
of Samanu” in Iran, is renowned
for producing Samanu of excep-
tional flavor and longevity.

The festival not only celebrates
this local product but also aligns
with the spirit of Nowruz, the Ira-

nian New Year, where Samanu is
one of the seven items placed on
the Haft-Seen table, symbolizing
renewal and the arrival of spring.

The festival is a key event in the

region’s tourism calendar, offer-
ing a glimpse into the rich cultural
traditions of North Khorasan and
drawing attention to the crafts-
manship behind one of Iran’s
most beloved culinary practices.



ICRC ready to support
refugee students in Iran

TEHRAN —Vincent Cassard,
the representative of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Iran, has an-
nounced readiness to provide
educational support for refugee
children.

Referring to Iran’s generous
hosting of foreign nationals,
Cassard lauded the country’s
remarkable services and efforts
including family reunification
and training on the prevention of
risks from weapons’ contamina-
tion, IRNA reported.

The official made the remarks
during a meeting with Nader
Yar-Ahmadi, the head of the Na-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, on February 5.

He elaborated on the missions
and humanitarian goals of the
ICRC in the world, as well as their
activities in Syria, Lebanon, and
Iran over the last few decades
particularly during the war be-
tween Iran and Iraq.

Yar-Ahmadi, for his turn, re-
ferred to the suspension of the
U.S. financial aid, the surge in the
number of Afghan refugees, and
the resulting financial burden,
expressing optimism to benefit
from ICRC'’s capacities to address
related problems.

The official also highlighted
the large number of refugee
pupils in the country and the
significance of the education
sector in developing and em-
powering nations, particularly
Afghanistan, as well as reduc-
ing their problems. He went on
to propose conducting joint ed-
ucational activities, which was
well-received by the represen-
tative of the ICRC.

faud

Joint projects

In May 2024, the Iranian Red
Crescent Society (IRCS) and the
ICRC in Iran are conducting joint
programs to address the chal-
lenges facing Afghan refugees
and vulnerable Iranians residing
in Golshahr district in Mashhad,
northeastern Khorasan Razavi
province.

“The initiative to provide pri-
mary health and rehabilitation
services to Afghan immigrants
and residents of Golshahr dis-
trict is part of the joint program,”
IRNA quoted Razieh Alishvandi,
the IRCS director for internation-
al affairs, as saying.

Based on the memorandum of
understanding (MOU) that was
signed in the Iranian calendar
year 1392 (2013 -2014), IRCS and
ICRC agreed to support the reha-
bilitated refugees.

The program aims to provide
basic health, mental health, ed-
ucational, and social services. It
also focuses on providing pre-
ventive and social assistance and
reducing social harm to the tar-

get population, she added.

Physically disabled people will
benefit from rehabilitation ser-
vices and mobility aids including
orthotics and prostheses, wheel-
chairs, walkers, and sticks, Alish-
vandi noted.

They will also enjoy relevant
physical therapy services such
as physiotherapy or occupational
therapy based on the commit-
tee’s definitions.

The service recipients will
be identified by the Society for
Recovery and Support to be ap-
proved by the representative of
the ICRC and then referred to the
IRCS to receive these services.

The project is being imple-
mented in four provinces on the
eastern border of the country
after the arrival of Afghan immi-
grants who left their countries
because of the new governance
in Afghanistan.

Funded by ICRC, the necessary
preparations have been made
to equip the IRCS rehabilitation
centers in Mashhad which offer
services to a large number of

residents and Afghan nationals.
These include Mine awareness
project; International human-
itarian law project; and Health
services to vulnerable immi-
grants.

Iran may rethink refugee pol-
icies

In October 2024, Yar-Ahmadi
said, “In case the international
community refrains from taking
responsibility and fairly sharing
the burden of hosting refugees,
the Islamic Republic of Iran will
probably revise its immigration
policies.”

The official made the remarks
ina meeting held on the sidelines
of the annual session with Flippo
Grandi, the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees.

The 75th Annual Session of the
Executive Committee of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (ExCom) held from
October 14 to 19 in Geneva, Swit-
zerland.

Lauding the support and the
efforts of the UNHCR in Iran, the
Iranian official said the increase
in foreign nationals’ population
along with educational, econom-
ic, cultural-social, and health
infrastructure pressure on one
hand and the lack of consistency
between the UNHCR budget and
the needs and costs of refugees
in the country on the other hand
have caused numerous prob-
lems, IRNA quoted Yar-Ahmadi
as saying.

The official emphasized less
than one percent of the costs
of refugees have been paid for;
hosting more refugees is im-
probable, and they have to return
to their home country.

DOE, Defence Ministry ink environmental protection MOU

TEHRAN - The Department of Environment
(DOE) and the National Geographical Organi-
zation affiliated with the Ministry of Defense
have signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) to expand joint efforts on environ-
mental protection.

The MOU was signed on Friday by Hamid
Zohrabi, an official with the DOE, and Majid
Fakhri, the head of the National Geographi-
cal Organization, on the sidelines of the 18th
International Tourism and Related Industries
Exhibition, which was held from February 11
to 14 in Tehran, IRNA reported.

The MOU aims to foster collaborations and
synergy in implementing laws, as well as
national policy documents, and promote ex-
ecutive, scientific, research, and educational
interactions between the two organizations.

Administration’s environmental policies

During the presidential election, the envi-
ronmental committee of the elected Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian offered a program
with a focus on the preservation of the envi-
ronment and the stability of the country.

The program is structured around six axes:

Iran capable of

moving towards a green economy; managing
and improving various quantitative and qual-
itative dimensions of environmental imbal-
ances (such as economy, energy, and water);
effectively protecting biological resources
(including natural resources and biodiver-
sity); achieving good environmental gov-
ernance; addressing public demands in the
field of environment, and enhancing interna-
tional bilateral or multilateral cooperation in
the field of environment.

To compile the program, general environ-
mental policies, Article 50 of the Constitu-
tion, and other national policy documents
have been taken into account.

Moreover, the president-elect has high-
lighted the necessity of observing environ-
mental considerations in development plans.

Pezeshkian believes that no development
plan should be initiated without taking en-
vironmental considerations into account; in
other words, the environment should be the
central pillar of all development matters.

Referring to the increasing occurrence of
sand and dust storms (SDSs) in the region

ENGLISH IN USE

and the environmental statement on bol-
stering environmental diplomacy, the admin-
istration of Pezeshkian will definitely endorse
regional and global interactions to tackle not
only SDSs issue but also water diplomacy
and transboundary waters as other critical
issues.

Exchanging regional and global experi-
ences in the field of environment, laying the
ground for facilitating interactions and ben-
efiting from global experiences and modern
knowledge, and participating at various lev-
els of environment-related negotiations in
order to attract resources, enhance capabil-
ities and secure national interests are parts
of objectives in this context.

Drafting a binding legal document within
the framework of the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity to protect biodiversity, and man-
age valuable ecosystems such as national
parks and national natural monuments has
been highlighted.

Also, preventing the extinction of endan-

gered species including cheetah, and bustard
will be a top priority.
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manufacturing any medicine

intwo years

Iranian pharmaceutical industry and scientists are capable of
producing any kind of medicine over a two-year period, Mohammad
Reza Shanehsaz, head of Food and Drug Administration, has said.

Some medicines are not currently manufactured domestically as
their production is not economically justifiable because of low con-

sumption, he added, IRNA reported.

In some cases, medicines are new pharmaceutical molecules that
have recently been produced worldwide, he noted.

“The U.S. has sanctioned medicine as far as possible, but we have
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been able to provide patients with the required medicine, and cur-

rently there is no shortages,” he explained.
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Straight Truth

Afghan knowledge-based companies
allowed to be registered in Iran

TEHRAN - Afghan knowledge-based firms
are allowed to be registered in Iran under the
same conditions as Iranian companies, the
head of the Organization for the Develop-
ment of International Cooperation in Science
and Technology has said.

Certain criteria and standards are required.
They must acquire scientific grades, as well,
ISNA quoted Hossein Roozbeh as saying.

The official made the remarks while ad-
dressing the first conference of Afghan elites
on Saturday.

The country supports non-lranian elites
including Afghans since immigrants and
Afghan students are talented and their re-
search and scientific potentials are consid-
erable.

“The Organization for the Development
of International Cooperation in Science and
Technology aims to benefit from these ca-
pacities and export Iran’s ecosystem of in-
novation and technology. So, we welcome co-
operation with non-Iranian elites,” Roozbeh
said.

Notable growth in knowledge-based
companies

The significant and fast-paced growth in
the number of knowledge-based compa-
nies with over 200 percent increase in their
number just over the past year (March 2023
- March 2024), shows the solid foundation,
dynamism, and growth of the country in in-
novation and technology and the productive
atmosphere which have been made available
in line with the goal of boosting domestic
production with public participation.

The current administration underscores
the quantitative and qualitative development
of knowledge-based companies. The number
of companies, which was around 5,000 be-

fore the current administration took office in
August 2021, has now reached 10,000 with a
total value of two billion dollars.

Science diplomacy

In July 2022, Deputy Science Minister Pey-
man Salehi said despite U.S. sanctions, the
international activities of Iranian scientists
have increased year by year so that more
than 35 percent of Iranian articles in Scopus
have been multi-national projects.

Science diplomacy is the use of scientific
collaborations among nations to address
common problems and build constructive in-
ternational partnerships.

It is a form of new diplomacy and has
become an umbrella term to describe a
number of formal or informal technical, re-
search-based, academic, or engineering ex-
changes, within the general field of interna-
tional relations.

Thenational budget bill forthe previous Ira-
nian calendar year 1402 (March 2023-March
2024), earmarked about 37 trillion rials (560
million) for science and technology.

The bill increased the budget by 35 percent
year on year, ISNA reported.

The Vice Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology was formed in 2006 with the aim
of creating an environment for supporting
knowledge-based companies and providing
the ground for the development of techno-
logical industries.

More than 8,000 knowledge-based com-
panies have so far been established across
the country.

Over the past couple of years, the con-
cept of a ‘knowledge-based company’ has
changed to a ‘knowledge-based society,
meaning that supporting knowledge-based
companies will lead to many social and eco-
nomic advantages for the public.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Khamenei has emphasized the importance
of boosting domestic production, saying
the reason is “because it boosts economic
growth, it creates employment, it reduces in-
flation, it increases per capita income and it
improves public welfare”

To this end, the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology has executed and supported
several projects toward the goal of boosting
knowledge-based production.

Pezeshkian meets distinguished
school-building benefactor

TEHRAN - During a trip to the city of Ta-
briz on Friday, President Masoud Pezeshki-
an met Karim Mardani-Azar, a distinguished
school-building benefactor.

Mardani-Azar, and his late brother, have
contributed to establishing over 440 schools
with 550 classrooms all over the country.

They have also supported the construc-
tion of several hospitals and medical centers,
ISNA reported.

Benefactors contribute to constructing
over half of schools

Some 51 percent of the schools in the coun-
try are constructed with the help of benefac-
tors, the government spokesperson, Fate-
meh Mohajerani, has said.

“The participation of school-building bene-
factors has significantly increased in recent
years so that about 48 to 51 percent of the
schools are built thanks to their financial as-
sistance,” IRIB quoted Mohajerani as saying.

Benefactors’ participation in constructing
schools shows their commitment and will
to improve educational opportunities and
develop educational infrastructure; their ef-
forts can have positive, profound impacts on
the education, students, and the future of the
country, she noted.

The official went on to say that the cur-
rent administration focuses on expanding
educational infrastructure and building new
schools, to replace the prefabricated ones,
with the help of benefactors even in areas
where there are only one or two students.

“Education, educational equity, and the
elimination of educational deprivation are
among top priorities of the current adminis-

tration,” the official highlighted.

Benefactors have pledged to provide 200
trillion rials (around 250 million dollars) for
constructing schools in the current Irani-
an year that started on March 20, Moham-
mad Reza Jafari, CEO of the Association of
School-Building Donors, has said.

Over 50 percent of benefactors have con-
tributed to building 8,000 classrooms so far
this year, IRIB quoted Jafari as saying.

Referring to the number of semi-finished
projects to be constructed by benefactors,
he said some 1,856 schools and 9,746 class-
rooms need more budget to be completed.

Moreover, a total of 3,206 school projects
with 1,6157 classrooms are on the agenda to
be built, but these projects need the support
of the government to be built, Jafari noted.

According to Somayeh Hashemi, a member
of the international committee of the Associa-
tion of School-building Benefactors, more than
6,000 Iranian women who are residing out of
the country are actively engaged in construct-
ing schools. With the contribution of these be-
nevolent persons, each school expanded to six
or seven schools, IRNA reported.

She made the remarks on December 28,
2024, on the sidelines of the first national
school construction conference held in Tor-
bat-e Jam, Khorasan Razavi Province.

In the Iranian year 1401(2022-2023), bene-
factors allotted 46 trillion rials (about 57 mil-
lion dollars) for school construction and col-
lected the needed amount in festivals.

In 1402 (March 2023 - March 2024), their
contributions almost tripled, as they increased
by 115 trillion rials (almost 144 million dollars).
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

There are five activities that | won’t leave off till 'm
alive so that they would become part of my tradition. [One of
them] is greeting children.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:19

Evening: 18:02 Dawn: 5:29 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:05 (tomorrow)

Resistance Film Festival condemns
silence of global cinema

TEHRAN- The Resistance International
Film Festival is poised to amplify the voices
of the oppressed amidst a worrying silence
from the world’s leading film festivals, the
secretary of the festival has stated.

“We condemn the major international film
festivals for their perceived inaction regard-
ing the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza,”
said Jalal Ghaffari in a meeting with interna-
tional media representatives in Film Museum
of Iran in Tehran on Saturday.

“Resistance cinema will serve as the voice
of the oppressed globally,” he noted.

Addressing media representatives from
Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, and Armenia, Ghaf-
fari underscored the festival's four-decade
commitment to showcasing cinema and re-
sistance. He stated, “This festival is recog-
nized as the sole international event dedicat-
ed to supporting the oppressed”

“Our aim is to provide a platform for the
cries of those suffering under oppression,’
he continued. “Cinema, in its capacity as a
powerful cultural tool, has the potential to
transmit vital messages to a global audience.
Sadly, however, global cinema is increasing-
ly manipulated by colonial forces to advance
their inhumane agendas.”

“In the past year alone, over 50,000 inno-
cent civilians, including women and children,
have been killed in Gaza. Yet, no internation-
al cinematic body has adequately addressed
these horrifying events,” he said.

“We are proud to announce that the current
edition of the festival has received more than
500 international submissions focusing on
Gaza and the broader theme of resistance,”
he mentioned.

He also criticized governments that lever-
age cinema to distort reality, stating, “Some
powers responsible for crimes against hu-
manity manipulate the medium to portray
themselves as victims. Through the Resis-
tance Film Festival, we are determined to es-

tablish a space where the true voices of the
oppressed can be heard.”

He expressed his optimism for a future
founded on principles of human dignity,
declaring, “The world of tomorrow will un-
doubtedly be built on kindness and justice.
We aspire to be an integral part of this noble
human community.”

For his part, Esrafil Kaliji, head of the Inter-
national Committee of the Resistance Film
Festival, praised the participation of media
activists at the meeting.

“The concept of resistance is one of the
most elevated human values and must be
championed within the film industry. Resis-
tance cinema stands in opposition to the he-
gemonic system, and we are confident that
independent media outlets worldwide will
align themselves with the right front,” he as-
serted.

“The film industry today is largely domi-
nated by the global hegemonic order. Resis-
tance Cinema is committed to dismantling
this barrier” he mentioned.

Addressing the assembled international
media professionals, Kaliji urged them, “As
truth-seeking journalists in the global me-
dia landscape, you will undoubtedly stand
on the right side of history and contribute to
disseminating the humanitarian message of
resistance worldwide”

The Association of the Revolution and Sa-
cred Defense Cinema and the Revayat Foun-
dation organize Resistance International Film
Festival annually.

The 18th International Resistance Film
Festival is a vital platform for the promotion
and dissemination of cinematic works that
embody the spirit of resistance against injus-
tice, oppression, and inequality.

This year’s festival promises to be an un-
forgettable experience, as it seeks to honor
the principles of resistance and promote the
freedom of thought and expression.

Cartoon of Day

Derkaoui

Gaza Strip

Cartoonist: Derkaoui Abdellah from Morocco

“Portrait of a Seated Girl”
by Reza Abbasi

22nd Tehran Auction realizes $

A pair of engraved candlesticks by
Hossein Alaghmandan

TEHRAN-The 22nd Tehran Auc-
tion achieved a sales total of $2.5
million (2.25 trillion rials) on Fri-
day evening.

Titled “Modern, Classic, and
Traditional Iranian Art” the auc-
tion was held at the Parsian Azadi
International Hotel in Tehran, with
the voice-over artist and actor
Shahryar Rabani as the auction-
eer, Mehr reported.

In this edition, 99 artworks
were presented to art enthusi-
asts, including 69 paintings, 10
calligraphy pieces, nine sculp-
tures and engraved metalworks,
six manuscripts, and six pictori-
al carpets. Ultimately, 84 pieces
were sold.

The sale of over 83 percent of
the artworks in this event demon-
strates the strong reception from
art collectors and highlights the
growing success of Iranian art.

One of the key features of the
22nd Tehran Auction was the in-
clusion of works by modernist
artists such as Aydin Aghdash-
loo, Mohammad Ehsaei, Mansoor
Ghandriz, Jazeh Tabatabai, Hos-
sein Kazemi, and Behdjat Sadr,
alongside a collection of classical
[ranian art.

Another notable aspect of this
auction was its emphasis on the
continuation of Iran’s rich artistic
heritage. The event showcased
Persian miniature paintings from

“Forgiveness” by Wahed Khakdan

2.5

=

million
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“Genesis” by Mahmoud Farshchian

the Safavid era to contemporary
artists. In the calligraphy section,
works from the Timurid period to
the present were displayed, re-
flecting the preservation of this
art throughout Iran’s history.

Atotal of 34 bidders participated
in this auction, with eight buyers
entering the art market for the first
time.

The highest-grossing piece
at the auction was the paint-
ing “Portrait of a Seated Girl” by
Reza Abbasi, which was sold for
$264,000 (2244 billion rials). The
second-highest sale was a pair of
engraved candlesticks by Hossein
Alaghmandan, fetching $134,588
(M4.4 billion rials). The third place

was shared between the paintings
“Genesis” by Mahmoud Farsh-
chian and “Forgiveness” by Wahed
Khakdan, both selling for $121,647
(103.4 billion rials).

The first of its kind in Iran, the
Tehran Auction was launched in
2012 as an independent and pri-
vate initiative to introduce the
best in Iranian art, ranging from
established and emerging Iranian
artists to art collectors and the
global audience.

It aims to address the increasing
interest in modern and contempo-
rary Iranian art and facilitate the
acquisition of quality works in reli-
able ways.

International Storytelling Festival

showcases global talent in Yazd

Frome Page 1 » A highlight of this year’s
event is the participation of renowned story-
teller Sara Kassir from Lebanon, who is lead-
ing workshops and delivering performances,
sharing her extensive experience with festival
attendees.

The opening ceremony honored award re-
cipients in the environmental, podcast, and
90-second categories. The festival showcases
performances with massive puppets, enter-
tainment from artists, and features a storytell-
ing mobile theater to reach remote areas.

An unveiling of a doll of Mehdi Azar Yazdi, an

Iranian author will be a landmark event.

The International Storytelling Festival fea-
tures sections like Traditional and Classic,
Modern and Innovative, Traditional Ritual, Pod-
cast, Minimalist, Sign Language, Poetic, Envi-
ronmental, Religious, Scientific, and Progress
and Heroes of Sacrifice and Resistance.

The main theme for this year’s festival focuses
on supporting children in Gaza and Lebanon, along
with a special section dedicated to sacrifice and re-
sistance.

Last week, Hassan Sadrai Aref, the secretary

of the international section, highlighted the
universal nature of storytelling, mentioning
that the international category was added to
the festival in late autumn.

Notable submissions for the festival, total-
ing 70 works from 25 countries, have been nar-
rowed down to 50 selected entries following a
thorough judging and evaluation process, he
noted.

The 26th edition of International Storytelling
Festival is underway in Yazd, with the motto
“The Secret of Stories Shapes Life””

Natalia Ginzburg’s “The Advertisement”
on stage at Tehran’s City Theater

TEHRAN-The play “The Adver-
tisement” by Italian writer Natalia
Ginzburg is on stage at the City
Theater in Tehran.

Mehdi Arjmand has directed the
one-hour play that has Elham Re-
zaei, Farhad Etemadi, and Mehrnaz
Alinejad in the cast.

First performed in Great Britain
by the National Theater in 1968, it
is a three-act play that looks at the
relationship between Teresa and
Elena, and Teresa’s former lover
Lorenzo.

“The Advertisement” centers

around Teresa, a lonely woman
separated from her husband, who

rents out her spare room to Elena,
a young woman attending univer-
sity in Rome.

From the moment Elena walks
in the door, Teresa talks almost in-
cessantly of her horrible childhood
and her tumultuous marriage to
Lorenzo, her estranged husband.
After five years of marriage, Loren-
zo left Teresa upon discovering her
affair with his best friend. Teresa,
however, is still obsessed with their
relationship and is still in love with
Lorenzo, although she broods re-
sentfully over his treatment of her.

Elena moves into Teresa’s spare
room, and the two become friends.

Elena enjoys Teresa’s company, lis-
tening sympathetically to her long,
sad monologues, although Teresa’s
demands on her attention prevent
her from studying.

But their relationship takes a
turn when Lorenzo turns up at the
house and subsequently begins an
affair with Elena.

As in many of her plays, Ginzburg
is concerned with the experiences
of women in modern marriage and
modern relationships. In the char-
acter of Teresa, she also explores
the theme of obsessive love.

Natalia Ginzburg (1916-1997)
was an lItalian author whose work

explored family relationships, pol-
itics during and after the Fascist
years and World War I, and philos-
ophy.

She wrote novels, short stories
and essays, for which she received
the Strega Prize and Bagutta Prize.
Most of her works were also trans-
lated into English and published in
the United Kingdom and the United
States.

“The Advertisement” will remain
on stage through February 21 at
the City Theater located at Danesh-
joo Park, junction of Enghelab and
Valiasr streets.

Gaza’s stones become powerful works of art

Fouryears ago, artist and rock painting expert
Ramadan Ahmed picked up a simple stone from
Gaza. As he held it in his hands, he decided to
turn it into a powerful work of art, capturing the
everyday reality of Palestinians.

Fast forward to 2023, especially after October 7,
Ramadan began capturing the reality of the over
two million Palestinians living in the Gaza Strip,
enduring Israel’s genocide that claimed thousands
of lives and left tens of thousands homeless in
shelters.

Now 64 years old, Ramadan has experienced
this devastation firsthand, losing both his loved
ones and his home as a result of the genocide.

Originally from a refugee family forced out of
the village of Barbara during the Nakba in 1948,
Ramadan spoke to The New Arab about his sto-
ry.

He began by explaining that he carries the
weight of generational loss. Yet, despite the de-
struction that has touched every aspect of life
— people, trees, and even the stones he carved
— he remains unshaken.

Speaking from Khan Younis while carving a
piece of stone, Ramadan said: “We will not leave,
and we will not abandon our land — no matter
how many they kill or how much they destroy.”

This affirmation is reflected in his art, where
Ramadan sees his stone carving as “resistance
on the front of art,” believing that resisting oc-
cupation isn't just about weapons but about

every Palestinian expressing their struggle and
concerns in their own way.

Recalling Israel's genocide, Ramadan ex-
plained that the carved stone pieces are ar-
ranged across a large wooden surface to form
a mosaic, which, in his words, represents “Gaza
in wartime.”

For Ramadan, the artwork he created from his
tent during the genocide powerfully illustrates
the struggles faced by Gazans, including forced
displacement, bombardment, and the destruc-
tion of homes, mosques, and churches.

“This artwork depicts the various forms of
suffering faced by Gazans since the genocide
began,” Ramadan explained. “Tanks invade our
lands and we are surrounded by warships and
warplanes, all of which are committing horrific
crimes”.

Reflecting on his work, he makes it clear that
his artwork not only depicts suffering during
the genocide but also carries a message to the
world and future generations.

“We are a people who love life and peace,’
Ramadan continued. “We are not advocates of
blood, killing, and destruction, and it is our right
to live in safety, freedom, and peace, like other
nations of the world”

“Our fathers, grandfathers, and families were
displaced from our homes and lands in historic
Palestine, and now the occupation is commit-
ting crimes against us in Gaza,” he said. “But we

will not allow the Nakba to be repeated. We will
not emigrate abroad — we will remain steadfast
here in Gaza until we return to Barbara, Haifa,
Jaffa, Akka, and all the cities, towns, and villages
from which we were displaced”

For Ramadan, art is not just a means of ex-
pression or a message to the world — it is a way
of documenting history and culture.

This belief has driven him to spend over two
decades collecting and preserving Palestinian
artefacts and heritage, working closely with
archaeologists and ancient history professors,
particularly at the Islamic University in Gaza.

His passion grew so strong that he sold inher-
ited land, his home, and even apartments meant
for his children to establish a museum in Khan
Younis, dedicating all his time and effort to it.

Before the museum was bumed and looted by
Israeli forces during their ground incursion into
Khan Younis, Ramadan's museum housed a rich
collection of artefacts spanning various historical
periods, some dating back over 5000 years, in-
cluding Canaanite, Phoenician, Pharaonic, Babylo-
nian, Byzantine, and Islamic pieces — testaments
to the diverse cultures that have inhabited the
land.

Despite the destruction, Ramadan holds hope
for the remaining remnants of his collection that
survived. Currently, he preserves these rem-
nants in various ways, holding on to the hope
that one day he will establish a global museum
to represent Palestine’s heritage and artefacts.
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