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Syrian Alawites Left
Abandoned to Horrific Crimes

Iran’s special envoy condemns
‘shocking’ Syria atrocities,
demands justice for minorities

TEHRAN - Iran’s Special Envoy for Syrian Affairs,
Mohammad Reza Raouf Sheybani, has condemned
escalating violence in Syria’s coastal regions, labeling the
atrocities against civilians as “shocking” and calling for
international accountability.

In a series of posts on his official X account on Tuesday,
Sheybani emphasized Iran’s unwavering support for
Syria’s sovereignty while urging decisive action against
perpetrators of violence.

“The intensity and massive scale of atrocities against
innocent civilians in Syria’s coastal provinces are deeply
alarming,” Sheybani wrote, referencing recent massacres
documented in areas like Latakia and Tartus.

“We extend our heartfelt sympathies to the victims’
families and pray for their resilience amid this tragedy.”

The envoy directly linked the violence to broader regional
destabilization, stressing that “any act of violence targeting
Syria’s minority communities is utterly reprehensible,” and
insisting that those responsible must face justice. » Page 2

A new vision for US global
power under Trump

By Batool Subeiti
TEHRAN - Trump's approach to global affairs diverges
sharply from the American establishment’s traditional
strategy. Trump does not see America as a “police state”

He is skeptical of NATO, does not support war with Russia,

and believes the U.S. military presence in West Asia
primarily serves to protect Arab allies. In his view, they
should bear the financial burden of that protection.

The American establishment, represented by
institutions like the Pentagon and the White House,
follows a long-term strategic vision. It maintains
hundreds of military bases worldwide and pursues a
structured political strategy across various regions.

Trump, by contrast, envisions American leadership within
amultipolar world order. He is less concerned with imposing
the American system on other nations and more focused
on fostering economic alliances that benefit the US. He also
seeks to counter the rise of BRICS and prevent alternative
economic blocs from challenging the dollar's dominance.
Rather than waging ideological battles, his strategy revolves
around economic leverage. » Page 5

Lebanon quite prone to
sectarian violence in Syria

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — The massacres that are taking place against
the Syrian civilians, especially against the Alawite sect,
have exposed the hypocrisy of claims by the HTS-led
regime that it is seeking to provide security, peace, dignity
and justice for the Syrian people.

Given the geographical proximity and the sectarian and
societal structural similarity, Lebanon is very susceptible
to being affected by the negative developments in Syria,
which were immediately reflected in sectarian and
security tension in some regions.

For its part, the Druze community is very interactive
with the plight of Syria’s Druze community as
demonstrated by the sharp disagreement between the
Lebanese Druze leadership on how to approach these
threats.

In turn, the eastern border with Syria—as it constitutes
a contact line between the supporters of al-Jolani (aka
Ahmad al-Sharaa) and the Bekaa clans—remains in
danger.» Page 5

Salehi takes helm at
Iranology foundation,
outlines vision in

Tehran ceremony

TEHRAN - The Iranology Foundation held
an official ceremony on Tuesday, to mark
a leadership transition, honoring outgoing
president Mohammad-Hossein Rajabi Davani
and introducing Ali Akbar Salehi as the newly
appointed head.

The event, held at the Mohtasham Kashani
Hall of the foundation, was attended by high-
ranking officials, including First Vice President
Mohammad Reza Aref and Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, along with scholars, cultural
figures, and researchers.

During the ceremony, speakers underscored
the crucial role of the Iranology Foundation in
preserving and promoting Iran’s rich cultural
and historical heritage, » Page 6

lehran hosting

:5! exhibition on women’s
achievernents

TEHRAN — An exhibition of Iranian
women’s achievements, titled ‘Iranian
women, unwritten stories, commenced at
Iran house of innovation and technology
(iHiT) in Tehran on Monday.

Addressing the opening ceremony, the Vice
President for Women and Family Affairs, Zahra

Behrouz-Azar, highlighted the determination
of the current administration in empowering
women while elaborating on the acquired
accomplishments, dolat.ir reported.

Referring to national policy documents
that highlight supporting women, the official
said the country, in line with international
communities, has taken steps to improve
the status of women. » Page 7

Iraq seeks to
maintain gas and
electricity imports
from Iran amid
sanction challenges

TEHRAN - Iran’s exemption for export-
ing gas and electricity to Iraq was lifted on
March 8, 2024, prompting the Chairman of
the Economic Committee of the Iragi Parlia-
ment to meet with the U.S. Charge d’Affaires
in Baghdad.

Irag’s exemption for importing gas and
electricity from Iran was lifted on March 8,
2024. This prompted the Chairman of the
Economic Committee of the Iragi Parliament
to meet with the US. Charge d’Affaires in
Baghdad the previous night.

He emphasized that preventing the import
of Iranian gas by the U.S. would have cata-
strophic consequences for the people of Iraq,
especially in the summer, as it would lead to
the collapse of the country’s state electricity
system.

The Iragi Parliament Economic Com-
mittee’s press office reported that Atwan
Al-Atwani, the Chairman of the Committee,
met with Daniel Rubenstein, the U.S. Charge
d’Affaires, and his accompanying delegation.
Al-Atwani pointed out the importance of this
meeting in the current sensitive situation
and emphasized the need for continuous
communication to rectify the relations be-
tween the two countries. » Page 4

‘The West can no
longer lecture others
on human rights:’
Iran deputy FM

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister
for Legal and International Affairs Kazem
Gharibabadi delivered a harsh rebuke to
Western nations on Tuesday, asserting that
Tehran will never submit to external pres-
sure or abandon its principles under the
weight of sanctions.

Speaking at the opening of an exhibition
celebrating Iranian women'’s achievements
in Tehran, Gharibabadi condemned Western
double standards on human rights and un-
derscored the nation’s steadfast endurance
in the face of relentless economic warfare.

“Those who claim to advocate human
rights but support Israel’s crimes in Gaza can
no longer lecture others on violations,” Ghar-
ibabadi stated, referencing the killing of over
50,000 Palestinians, predominantly women
and children.

He criticized the U.S. and its allies for sup-
plying the Israeli regime with military aid
while ignoring the humanitarian catastro-
phe, calling it proof of their “moral bankrupt-
cy.»Page3

Gaza poetry
collection published
in English, Arabic,
Russian

TEHRAN- Iran’s Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults
- Kanoon has recently released three titles
from its Gaza poetry collection in English,
Arabic, and Russian.

The collection comprises three books ti-
tled “Paper Rocket,” written by Zahra Aragi
and illustrated by Mahshid Darabi; “You Will
Laugh Again,” penned by Tayyebeh Shama-
ni and illustrated by Bahareh Khodami; and
“The House Stands,” authored by Monireh
Hashemi and illustrated by Neda Asgari, all
printed in the three languages.

The English translations of the three titles
were completed by Shahryar Fasih, with the
Arabic versions translated by Yasser Zan-
ganeh and Mojdeh Pakseresht, while Tahereh
Ghamarpour handled the Russian transla-
tions.

In “Paper Rocket,” “You Will Laugh Again,”
and “The House Stands,” the poets poignant-
ly reflect on the plight of Palestinian children
and the tragic events in Gaza through lyrical
prose. » Page 8
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

Tehran’s special messages

for Washington

In a note, Hamshahri addressed Iran’s lack of
concern about US. threats and wrote: A review of
the trends and developments in recent months
and weeks shows that Tehran is not only not con-
cerned about the threats and rhetoric of the Tel
Aviv-Washington axis, but is also taking effective
steps towards developing its deterrent strategies
in various fields. The way Tehran faces Washing-
ton’s threats has been one of the most important
areas of speculation among Westerners in recent
days. In such circumstances, the line of analysis of
“Iran’s lack of concern about threats” is one of the
issues that has attracted the attention of West-
ern media and analysts. This issue is more prom-
inent these days than before. Various evidence
can be presented to prove it. The firm stances of
senior officials of the country to the continuation
of peaceful nuclear activities and the unveiling of
new military achievements show that such policy,
which the West has continuously continued over
the past decades, have failed to create a signifi-
cant obstacle in the path of pursuing the grand
strategies envisaged by the Islamic Republic.

Ham Mihan: Iraq seeks to cut energy depen-
dence on Iran

Ham Mihan wrote in a commentary: Despite
being the second largest oil producer in OPEC
and having large natural gas reserves, Iraq still
has problems meeting its energy needs, including
electricity or natural gas for cooking and heating
(due to decades of war and sanctions). One of
Irag’s most important vulnerabilities is its de-
pendence on natural gas and electricity imports
from Iran. Iran itself is also facing an imbalance
between energy production and consumption. An-
other important challenge for Iran is the return of
“maximum pressure” from the Trump administra-
tion. Sanctions have long made it difficult for Iraq
to pay for its electricity and gas imports from Iran,
and this issue has now become a crisis. The goal
of Trump’s “maximum pressure” policy is to reduce
Iranian oil sales to China to zero, to revoke Iran’s
sanctions exemptions, such as investment in Cha-
bahar Port, and pressure Iraq to stop electricity
and gas import from Iran. If the sanctions waiver
for Iranian gas exports to Iraq is not extended, we
will have to look for alternatives.

Siasat-e-Rooz: Naval drills a message for the
world

Siasat-e-Rooz devoted its editorial to a naval

military exercise being held jointly by Iran, China
and Russia in the northern Indian Ocean. It said:
This drill is being held while Iran’s warships and
other equipment have been designed and built
by Iranian experts. These technological progress-
es were made under sanctions. This important
drill indicates the failure of sanctions and serves
as a model for the countries seeking indigenous
security without depending on foreign powers.
It should be kept in mind that despite the West's
Iranophobia campaign, the Islamic Republic has
always considered the security of the region as
its own and has made many efforts in this regard.
Given that a significant part of global trade is
carried out by sea, Iran has also tried to play an
effective role in global trade by building maritime
capacities and being a pioneer in ensuring the se-
curity of global waterways. This drill sends a mes-
sage to the world that the USS. is still an unreliable
party in the eyes of these three countries, and
none of them is willing to abandon their friends in
difficult circumstances in exchange for American
promises.

Arman-e-Melli: ‘Iranian response’ to ‘Ameri-
can claims’

As the Leader correctly analyzed, Trump’s claim
of sending a letter to Iran is intended to shape the
world’s opinion in a way that the U.S. wants to ne-
gotiate and interact with Iran, but it is Iran that is
not willing to solve the problem, de-escalate the
tensions, or negotiate. However, the Leader took
a clever stance against Trump’s letter and con-
veyed the message that Iran is ready to negoti-
ate but will not tolerate bullying, imposition, and
tyranny. Undoubtedly, regarding the exchange of
messages in the media and diplomatic arena, we
are faced with two categories: oneis the U.S. claim
and the other is Iran’s response. It seems that we
must present our effective and logical response
by properly and strongly utilizing our and others’
software power and convince the global public
opinion that negotiation, interaction, peace-seek-
ing, and de-escalation are rooted in our Islamic
and cultural beliefs and that we are the owners of
the theory of dialogue among civilizations. There-
fore, if we like this approach, then we can consid-
er Trump’s message as a special opportunity and
give an Iranian response to the claims of Trump
and other U.S. officials, which are accompanied by
threats, bullying, and authoritarianism.

Iran’s special envoy condemns ‘shocking’
Syria atrocities, demands justice for
minorities

Iran’s Special Envoy for Syrian Affairs, Mohammad Reza Raouf Sheybani

From page 1 » He echoed Iran’s position that
Syria’s interim government must prioritize “seri-
ous and effective measures” to halt bloodshed and
prosecute orchestrators of the violence, aligning
with global expectations for accountability.

Sheybani reiterated Iran’s commitment to Syr-
ia’'s territorial integrity, warning that prolonged
instability would embolden “the Zionist regime”
and extremist groups, which were reportedly in-
volved in massacres in Alawite-majority areas.

“Chaos in Syria only serves terrorists and
threatens regjonal peace,” he noted, alluding to
the dissemination of graphic videos showing ex-
ecutions and arson attacks in the Arab country’s

coastal regions.

Recent clashes between Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS)-aligned forces and opposition groups have
left over 1,000 civilians dead, according to the so-
called Syrian Human Rights Observatory.

Local reports describe militants discarding
bodies in remote areas to conceal evidence, while
eyewitnesses appeal for international interven-
tion.

“They film their crimes and celebrate them—
we demand a UN-backed investigation,” said one
survivor, highlighting the psychological toll of the
conflict.

Maritime Security Belt-2025: Iran showcases
naval prowess in alliance with China, Russia

TEHRAN - Iran has reaffirmed its
pivotal role in regional security by
leading the seventh iteration of the
Maritime Security Belt-2025 joint
naval exercises alongside China and
Russia, held March 10-13 near the
strategic port of Chabahar.

The drills, marked by advanced
tactical operations and aerial ma-
neuvers, underscored  Tehran’s
commitment to safeguarding vital
maritime routes while strengthen-
ing alliances with global powers in
the face of shifting geopolitical dy-
namics.

The exercises featured synchro-
nized day and night aerial target
shooting, tactical formations, mock
rescue missions, and a grand naval
parade, demonstrating heightened
interoperability among the three
nations.

Rear Admiral Mostafa Tajeddini,
deputy operations commander of
Iran’s Navy, hailed the drills as a tes-
tament to Iran’s technical sophisti-
cation and leadership.

“The execution of these opera-
tions demands precise coordination
and step-by-step orders,” he stated,
emphasizing the seamless integra-
tion of the Iranian Navy (part of Ar-
tesh) and Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) Navy with Chinese and
Russian fleets.

Notably, this year’s drills expand-
ed operational scope, deploying
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft
in deeper waters—a strategic leap

from prior iterations.

Tajeddini underscored the signif-
icance of such advancements, de-
scribing them as critical to counter-
ing “external threats” and ensuring
regional stability.

Rear Admiral Tajeddini also reiter-
ated Iran’s uncompromising stance:
“We will not tolerate any threats or
incursions into the nation’s maritime
borders”

“Unity at sea today ensures stabil-
ity onshore tomorrow,” he added.

Since their inception in 2019, the
Maritime Security Belt drills have
evolved in scale and complexity, mir-
roring Iran’s geopolitical ambitions.

The 2025 edition coincides with
heightened tensions in the Red Sea
and Arabian Sea, where Western-led
coalitions have increased patrols.

By contrast, Iran’s collaboration

with Beijing and Moscow offers an
alternative security framework, pri-
oritizing regional sovereignty over
external intervention.

Chabahar: a geopolitical linchpin

The choice of Chabahar as the
drills’ focal point highlights its un-
paralleled strategic value. Situat-
ed on the Gulf of Oman, Iran’s sole
oceanic port bypasses the congest-
ed Strait of Hormuz, through which
20% of global oil transits.

Chabahar’s direct access to the In-
dian Ocean positions it as a gateway
for the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC), a 7,200-
km trade artery linking India to Cen-
tral Asia and Europe via Iran.

Historically, US. sanctions some-
what complicated Chabahar’s de-
velopment, yet partnerships with
Eastern allies have helped improve
its outlook.

India’s initial investments in the
port’s infrastructure, aimed at ac-
cessing Afghanistan and Central
Asia, have been complemented by
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
weaving Chabahar into broader Eur-
asian connectivity projects.

The port now serves as a military
and economic nexus, enabling Iran
to project influence while mitigat-
ing reliance on Western-dominated
trade routes.

Counter to unilateralism

The 2025 drills signal a deepening
alignment among Iran, China, and
Russia, reflecting shared opposition
to unilateralism.

Analysts note that the exercises,
occurring near the Strait of Hormuz
and Chabahar, symbolize a collective
resolve to secure energy corridors
and trade lanes critical to the Global
South.

Some experts view these exercis-
es as more than just defensive ac-
tions; they are seen as opportunities
to create a unified vision for mari-
time security.

This partnership also counters
Western isolation efforts. By an-
choring military cooperation in the
Indian Ocean,

Furthermore, the inclusion of aeri-
al units and night operations—a first
in the tripartite drills—signals Iran’s
growing confidence in asymmetric
warfare capabilities, crucial in de-
terring adversarial naval presence.

Iran UN envoy affirms support for Afghan migrants,

asks intl. community to play its part

TEHRAN - Iran’s Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani, empha-
sized Iran’s longstanding commitment to shel-
tering Afghan migrants and refugees during a
UN Security Council briefing on the “Situation in
Afghanistan”

Iravani highlighted the significant burden Iran
has borne, especially after the U.S’s abrupt with-
drawal from Afghanistan in 2021, which followed a
two-decade occupation of the country.

In his remarks, Iravani stated that Iran’s policy
towards Afghan refugees and migrants remains
rooted in humanitarian principles. For over four
decades, Iran has provided refuge to millions of
Afghans, a commitment that has only intensified
in recent years. “Legal Afghan migrants face no
restrictions in Iran, and Iranian consulates issue
5,000 visas daily,” the envoy noted.

Addressing the worsening humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan, Iravani called for greater interna-
tional support and urged donor countries to honor
their commitments to humanitarian aid. “Due to
security concerns, including terrorist threats, Iran
will repatriate those who enter illegally. Let us be
clear; neighboring countries should not be left to
bear this responsibility without support from the
international community. Iran and Pakistan need
sustained and meaningful assistance. The inter-

o s l

national community must go beyond rhetoric and
take concrete action,” the ambassador said.

He also stressed the need for the release of
Afghanistan’s frozen assets and for responsi-
ble financial mechanisms to support the Afghan
economy.

Iravani expressed concern over the security sit-
uation in Afghanistan, noting the threat posed by
terrorist organizations such as ISIL-K. He called
on Afghanistan’s de facto authorities to prioritize
counterterrorism efforts and prevent the country
from becoming a safe haven for terrorism.

The Iranian ambassador also highlighted the
dire situation for Afghan women and girls, urging
the de facto authorities to reverse policies that

restrict their rights and access to education and
healthcare.

In addition to his remarks on the humanitarian
and security challenges, Iravani underscored Iran’s
ongoing engagement with Afghanistan through
both bilateral and regional efforts. He emphasized
that Iran remains committed to Afghanistan’s
peace, stability, and reconstruction, and called for
the establishment of an inclusive and representa-
tive government in Afghanistan.

“Astable future is achievable through sustained
international support and shared responsibility.
A step-by-step approach within a clear roadmap
can help rebuild trust and security,” he said.

As the renewal of the UN Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan’s (UNAMA) mandate approaches, Ira-
vani reaffirmed Iran’s support for the mission and
the Special Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral in carrying out its responsibilities. He urged
the Security Council to ensure that UNAMA has
the necessary resources to address Afghanistan’s
challenges effectively.

Afghanistan is grappling with various economic,
social, political, and security challenges. The with-
drawal of international aid after the Taliban take-
over has also exacerbated a humanitarian crisis
there.

Families of Iranian terrorism victims slam Italian
parliament’s decision to honor MEK member

TEHRAN - In an open letter ad-
dressed to Italian authorities, fam-
ilies of Iranian victims of terrorism
have condemned the Italian Parlia-
ment’s decision to honor a member
of the anti-Iran terror group Muja-
hedin-e Khalg (MEK).

The families described the de-
cision as a “shameful act” that has
caused profound pain to many Ira-
nians, especially the families of the
23,000 victims of terrorism in Iran.

The protest follows the Italian
Parliament’s decision to present the
“Women of Courage Award 2025” to
a member of the so-called Associa-
tion of Iranian Youth in Italy, a group
linked to the MEK terrorist organi-
zation. The award was handed over
by the parliament’s vice president.

In their letter, the families ex-
pressed their deep disappointment
and outrage at the decision. “This
award was presented by the Vice
President of the Italian Parliament
to a member of a front organiza-
tion affiliated with the MEK, known
as the Association of Iranian Youth
in Italy,” the letter stated. “In her
acceptance speech, the recipient
openly acknowledged her and her

family’s membership in and polit-
ical commitment to the MEK. She
expressed support for the terror-
ist and destructive activities of the
MEK’s so-called ‘Rebellious Units,
whose mission involves sabotage
and the use of homemade bombs
targeting government and religious
sites in Iran”

The families highlighted the
MEK’s long history of violence and
terrorism, both within Iran and be-
yond. “The MEK is a terrorist orga-
nization that, over more than five
decades of its existence, has mas-
sacred countless Iranian citizens
through a range of brutal methods,
including suicide bombings, explo-
sive attacks, mortar fire, abduc-
tions, torture, and both targeted
and indiscriminate assassinations,”
the letter continued. “Thousands
of Iran’s 23,000 victims of terror-
ism lost their lives to the atrocities
committed by this group.”

The letter also pointed out the
MEK’s involvement in the murder
of American and Iraqi citizens and
its mercenary service to Saddam
Hussein from the 1980s until his
downfall. “The group’s history is so

steeped in darkness that, for years,
it was listed as a terrorist organiza-
tion by the United States, Canada,
the United Kingdom, and even the
European Union,” the families wrote.
“While regrettable political maneu-
vers by these nations eventually
led to its removal from those lists,
the Iranian people and the families
of terror victims will never forget
the bombings, assassinations, and
murders committed by this group.”

The families called on the Italian
Parliament to reconsider its sup-
port for the MEK and to adopt more
just and humanitarian policies. “In-
stead of representing its own peo-
ple and defending their rights, the

[talian Parliament has, regrettably,
chosen an unjust and inhumane
path by supporting and rewarding
a notorious terrorist group and its
members,” the letter concluded.
“It is highly unlikely that the Italian
people and the voters who elected
these representatives would con-
done such repulsive acts, which
stem either from ignorance or from
complete disregard for morality.”

The families of Iran’s terrorism
victims urged the Italian Parliament
and its representatives to cease
their support for the MEK and to re-
direct their efforts toward serving
their own citizens.



‘The West can no longer lecture others
on human rights

TEHRAN - Iran’s Deputy For-
eign Minister for Legal and Inter-
national Affairs Kazem Gharib-
abadi delivered a harsh rebuke
to Western nations on Tuesday,
asserting that Tehran will never
submit to external pressure or
abandon its principles under the
weight of sanctions.

Speaking at the opening of
an exhibition celebrating Ira-
nian women’s achievements in
Tehran, Gharibabadi condemned
Western double standards on
human rights and underscored
the nation’s steadfast endurance
in the face of relentless economic
warfare.

“Those who claim to advocate
human rights but support Isra-
el's crimes in Gaza can no lon-
ger lecture others on violations,”
Gharibabadi stated, referencing
the killing of over 50,000 Pales-
tinians, predominantly women
and children.

He criticized the US. and its
allies for supplying the Israeli
regime with military aid while
ignoring the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe, calling it proof of their
“moral bankruptcy.”

Western countries have come
under intense and sustained
criticism for their perceived dou-

Trump’s Iran policy punishes Iraq

‘.\'

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs Kazem
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Gharibabadi speaking at the opening of an exhibition celebrating Iranian
women'’s achievements in Tehran on March 11, 2025

ble standards on human rights,
particularly their unwavering
and unconditional support for
the Israeli regime’s atrocities in
Gaza.

Despite overwhelming global
condemnation of the devastating
humanitarian crisis—which UN
experts have explicitly labeled
as involving “genocide”—the U.S.
and its allies have persistently
supplied military aid and robust
diplomatic cover to Israel.

The US,, in particular, stands
accused of complicity in war
crimes through its continued

arms shipments, while European
nations face similar backlash for
prioritizing geopolitical interests
over justice and accountability.

‘Any other nation but Iran
would have collapsed’

Additionally, the official lam-
basted unilateral sanctions as a
tool of collective punishment in
his speech, arguing they endan-
ger millions of Iranians’ “right to
life and well-being”

“If they truly cared about hu-
man rights, they would lift these
sanctions,” he said, noting that

uty FM

even food and medicine exemp-
tions are ignored.

Gharibabadi emphasized Iran’s
self-reliance, declaring, “Any
other nation facing 10% of our
pressures would have collapsed.
We draw strength from our
7,000-year civilization and na-
tional pride”

The diplomat highlighted
Europe’s hosting of notori-
ous groups like the Mujahe-
din-e-Khalq (MKO), an EU-desig-
nated terrorist organization until
recently, arguing that Western
governments had facilitated the
sheltering of terrorist groups
implicated in the massacre of
23,000 Iranian civilians.

“Human rights are politi-
cized—states aligned with the
West escape scrutiny, while Iran
faces baseless accusations,” he
added, contrasting Iran’s “re-
ligious and national” human
rights framework with pre-rev-
olutionary subservience to the
monarchy.

Gharibabadi  concluded by
urging foreign envoys to report
Iran’s realities to their govern-
ments. “Sanctions may strain
daily life, but they will never
break our sovereignty,” he said.

Army Aviation bolsters

Iraq could plunge into darkness as Washington targets ties with Iran

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - The information office of the
President of the Economic Commission of
the Iragi Parliament announced that Atwan
al-Atwani met with Daniel Rubinstein, the
Chargeé d’Affaires of the United States Em-
bassy, and his delegation.

During the meeting, marked by the growing
economic pressure on Irag, bilateral relations
and the sanctions imposed by Washington on
the Islamic Republic of Iran were discussed.
These restrictions threaten to exacerbate
the already precarious energy situation in
Iraq, particularly at a critical moment for the
country’s electricity supply.

Al-Atwani emphasized the need to main-
tain a constant communication channel with
the United States but also warned about the
consequences of interrupting Iranian gas im-
ports. Iraq heavily depends on this supply to
sustain its electrical grid, and the expiration
of the sanctions waiver granted by Washing-
ton could result in massive power outages
during the summer, affecting millions of citi-
zens amidst rising temperatures.

The U.S. sanctions policy has placed Bagh-
dad in a difficult predicament. While Iraq
struggles to rebuild its economy and stabilize
its energy infrastructure, Washington’s re-
strictions complicate access to essential re-
sources. Regional analysts point out that the
U.S. stance of severing Irag’s ties with Iran is
not based on a pragmatic approach but rath-
er on a geopolitical pressure strategy that ig-

nores the realities of the Iragi energy market.

In this context, al-Atwani made it clear to
Rubinstein that there are no short-term vi-
able alternatives to replacing Iranian gas.
Estimates suggest that a full replacement
would take between three to four years, and
any attempt at a hasty disconnection would
have catastrophic consequences. Iraq finds
itself trapped between Washington’s geopo-
liticalinterests and the urgent need to secure
electricity supply for its population.

Despite Baghdad’'s request, the United
States has decided not to renew a sanctions
waiver dating back to 2018, when Washing-
ton reimposed restrictions on Tehran after
Trump’s withdrawal from the nuclear deal
with Iran. This waiver allowed Iraq to pur-
chase electricity from Iran, in line with the
former president’s “maximum pressure” pol-

icy on Tehran.

In a statement issued on Sunday, the U.S.
State Department explained that the deci-
sion not to renew the waiver was made to
“ensure we do not allow Iran any degree of
economic or financial relief”

In the immediate term, the lack of Irani-
an gas imports could cause a severe energy
deficit for Irag. According to Ahmad Moussa,
spokesperson for the Ministry of Electricity
of Iraq, if gas imports are also prohibited,
the country could lose more than 30% of its
electricity supply. The government, he said, is
seeking alternatives. Additionally, senior of-
ficials from the Ministry of Electricity stated
that Iraq could lose about 8,000 megawatts
of power from plants operating on Iranian
gas and another 500 megawatts of electrici-
ty supplied directly by Iran.

Three Iragi energy sector officials who
spoke with Reuters agreed that the country
has no immediate alternatives to replace the
energy imported from Iran, which will create
a significant problem in meeting domestic
electricity demand. Meanwhile, many Iragis
rely on diesel generators or face tempera-
tures exceeding 50 degrees Celsius during
the summer months, further exacerbating
the country’s energy crisis.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

defense capabilities with
extended-range missiles

P

TEHRAN - Iran’s Army Aviation announced
on Tuesday a significant advancement in its
defense capabilities, with successful en-
hancements to the range of its long-range
missiles.

Brigadier General Pilot Qassem Khamoushi
shared the news, emphasizing the role of in-
digenous part manufacturing in achieving this
milestone. “We have significantly increased the
range of our long-range missiles,” stated Brig-
adier General Khamoushi. “This enhancement
strengthens our ability to respond effectively
to evolving security challenges and protect our
national interests.”

In addition to the range improvements, the
Army Aviation Commander highlighted the
growing self-reliance of the nation’s defense
industry. “A key factor in achieving this ad-
vancement has been our commitment to do-
mestic part manufacturing,” he noted. “Next
April, we will unveil the production of over
a thousand domestically produced compo-
nents, further solidifying our independence
in defense technology”

While specific details regarding the in-
creased range remain undisclosed, General
Khamoushi highlighted the importance of
these upgrades in maintaining a modern and
effective defense force. Existing missile sys-
tems, such as the AGM-65 Maverick (with a
range of approximately 22 kilometers) and
the AGM-114 Hellfire (with a range of ap-
proximately 8 kilometers), currently form
the backbone of Army Aviation’s strike capa-
bilities.

Iranian defense minister visits Belarus for cooperation talks

TEHRAN - Iranian Defense

itary exercises, co-production of

Minister Brigadier General Aziz
Nasirzadeh arrived in Belarus
on Tuesday, initiating high-lev-
el talks aimed at strengthening
bilateral cooperation in defense
and technology sectors.

General Nasirzadeh was re-
ceived by senior Belarusian of-
ficials upon arrival in Minsk.
His agenda includes discussions
with military and civilian lead-
ership focusing on defense col-
laboration, technology transfer,
and broader strategic initiatives.
Specific topics include joint mil-

defense equipment, and collabo-
ration in cybersecurity.

General Nasirzadeh’s visit is
expected to result in tangible
outcomes and concrete agree-
ments.

The visit comes after Iran and
Belarus emphasized the impor-
tance of collaborating to count-
er US. unilateralism last year.
During a high-ranking meeting in
the Iranian capital Tehran, Chief
Commander of the Iranian Army
Abdolrahim Mousavi and visiting

Commander of the Belarusian

Air Force and Air Defense Andrey
Lukyanovich voiced their willing-

=
ness to expand bilateral cooper-
ation, especially in the defense
sector.
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Al Nassr’s Duran
happy to score
against Esteghlal

TEHRAN - Jhon Duran is determined to play his
part in taking Al Nassr Club all the way after the
Colombian starred with two goals in their 3-1 win
against Esteghal in the AFC Champions League
Elite 2024-25 Round of 16 on Monday.

Held to a goalless draw in last week’s first leg,
Duran netted the first and third goals with Cris-
tiano Ronaldo converting a penalty as Al Nassr
matched last season’s feat of qualifying for the
quarter-finals.

It was a thoroughly convincing performance
and Duran warned that Al Nassr will be a force in
the quarter-finals.

“l am happy with the result, and we worked well
today, and step by step we will improve and de-
velop,” said Duran. “Nothing has changed between
the first and second leg matches, the only thing
that has changed is scoring goals.

“Things have not changed between my time in En-
gland and now in Saudi Arabia, here there are great
players and all the matches are difficult, and the
league here is difficult and beautiful,” he added.

Pioli shows
satisfactionas
AlNassrbeat Esteghlal

TEHRAN - Al Nassr football team head coach
Stefano Pioli is satisfied due to beating Esteghlal
and is now focused on erasing last season’s quar-
ter-final defeat to eventual champion Al Ain FC.

The Saudi Arabian team defeated Esteghlal 3-0
Monday night thanks to goals from Jhon Duran
and Cristiano Ronaldo.

“l am very happy with the qualification, our goal
was to g0 to the final stages in Jeddah and we
achieved this,” said Pioli.

“l always have great confidence in the players
because of our hard work in training, and some-
times the results do not do us justice but we know
that we are on the right path,” the Italian added.

“For now, the next league match is the most im-
portant but after the international break, we will
get back some players who we are missing, and
we hope to go as far as possible in this competi-
tion,” he concluded.

Al Nassr deserved to
win, Esteghlal coach
Bozovic says

TEHRAN - Esteghlal head coach Miodrag Bo-
zovic said Al Nassr deserved to win in the second
leg of their AFC Champions League Elite 2024/25
Round of 16 tie Monday night.

He knew it was an uphill battle after he saw his
side trail 2-0 before the half an hour mark, noting
that the red card shown to Mehran Ahmadi late in
the first half further complicated matters.

“There is not much to say, we conceded two goals
at the beginning of the match, then one of the play-
ers was sent off which made the match difficult for
us, and Al Nassr deserved to win,” said Bozovic.

“Al Nassr handled this match correctly, and the
match ended early after the two goals and the red
card,” the Serbian added.

“We had a negative thing in this match, which
was losing tackles, and whoever loses tackles al-
ways loses the match,” Bozovic concluded.

Defeat for Esteghlal means Iran side’s wait for
another continental trophy continues after having
won the 1990-91 Asian Club Championship.

Bonyadifar to
officiate Chinevs
Australiain 2026 WC
qualifier

TEHRAN - Mo'ud Bonyadifar has been chosen to
officiate the match between China and Australia in
Group C of the 2026 World Cup qualification.

He will be assisted by his countrymen Alireza
Ildrom and Farhad Moravveji.

Payam Heydari is fourth official.
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The match will be held at the Hangzhou Sports
Park Stadium in Hangzhou on March 25.

Australia sits second with seven points, while
China s sixth with six points.

Amir Zamanpour
to represent

Iran in World
Athletics Indoor
Championships

TEHRAN - Iran’s Amir Zamanpour will compete
atthe 2025 World Athletics Indoor Championships.

The athlete has secured wild card place for the
competition.

Zamanpour will participate at the 1500 meters
discipline.

Each of the 2025 World Indoor Tour series win-
ners receives a US$10,000 bonus.

The World Championships will be held in Nan-
jing, China from March 21to 23.

The team selection for the World Indoor Cham-
pionships is capped at two athletes per nation per
discipline, but these wild card places allow for a
third athlete to compete. As always, the final de-
cision on entering any individual athlete for the
World Indoor Championships rests with the ath-
lete’s national federation.

Esteghlal must
rebound from
setbhack

TEHRAN - Esteghlal Football Club, one of Iran’s
most prestigious football teams, faced a heart-
breaking exit from the 2024/25 AFC Champions
League Elite under the stewardship of head coach
Miodrag Bozovi?.

The team were eliminated in the Round of 16
following a disappointing 3-0 defeat to the Saudi
Arabian giants, Al Nassr, on Monday night.

Esteghlal entered the tournament with high
hopes and a squad brimming with talent. The club’s
rich history in Asian football set the stage for a
strong performance, famously winning the conti-
nental title two times in the past. However, this sea-
son’s campaign proved to be a challenging one.

Under the guidance of Bozovic, who took charge
of the team two weeks ago, Esteghlal got poor re-
sults in the Persian Gulf Pro League.

As Esteghlal reflects on this disappointing exit,
the focus will inevitably shift to the Iran’s Hazfi
Cup and the future. To win Hazfi Cup will be crucial
for restoring morale and confidence among play-
ers and fans alike.

The club must also consider the integration
of new talent and potential changes in coaching
strategy to avoid a repeat of this season’s short-
comings in future continental competitions.

The passionate Esteghlal fanbase remains
hopeful, knowing that the club have the resources
and history to rebound from this setback. The road
ahead will not be easy, but with determination and
focus, Esteghlal can strive for greater successes
both locally and in Asia.

As the club gear up to face their next challenges,
supporters will continue to rally behind the team,
eager for aresurgence that honors Esteghlal’s rich
football legacy.

Iran win Asian
Mini Football
Championship

TEHRAN - Iran claimed the Asian Mini Football
Championship title on Monday, beating Indonesia
3-2in final.

The UAE defeated Oman 4-1in the third-place
match.

This historic win marks Iran’s first-ever conti-
nental title in mini football, a significant milestone
for the team on the Asian stage.

The Asian Mini Football Championship is a pre-
mier 6-a-side outdoor tournament organized by
the Asian Minifootball Confederation (AMC).

The inaugural edition took place in Bangkok,
Thailand, in December 2023.

The competition took place at the Shams Stadi-
um in Sharjah, the UAE.
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MME signs co-op agreement with
leading Chinese steelmakers

TEHRAN - Iran’s Mines and Metals Engi-
neering Company (MME), the executive arm of
the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries De-
velopment and Renovation Organization (IM-
IDRO), has signed a cooperation agreement
with major Chinese steel manufacturers.

According to IRIB, MME, a subsidiary of As-
cotec Holding and one of IMIDRQ’s operational
arms, signed the agreement with leading Chi-
nese companies in the steel industry. The deal
aims to facilitate the expansion of the Iranian
PERED technology in global markets.

MME, the innovator of PERED (Persian Re-
duction), a fully Iranian-developed technology

for sponge iron production, is currently work-
ing on the design and construction of interna-
tional projects utilizing this technology.

Iran, Poland private sectors
discuss strengthening ties

TEHRAN - An Iranian private sector delega-
tion visited Warsaw to explore opportunities
for expanding economic cooperation, empha-
sizing the need to reduce tariffs and ease visa
requirements for businesspeople.

The delegation was led by Qadir Qiafeh, Vice
President of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA).

The visit aimed to promote bilateral trade,
attract mutual investment, remove trade bar-
riers, and enhance economic interactions be-
tween the two countries.

The delegation included businesspeople

from various sectors, including information
technology, the food industry, animal medi-
cine, and knowledge-based and management
consulting companies.

During a meeting between Qiafeh and the
President of the Polish Chamber of Commerce,
both sides stressed the urgency of boosting
bilateral trade, increasing mutual investment,
and fostering sustainable private sector con-
nections.

The Polish side expressed his country’s
readiness to facilitate trade with Iran and ex-
pand economic exchanges.

IRISL breaks container transport
record despite sanctions

TEHRAN -The Islamic Republic of Iran Ship-
ping Lines (IRISL) has set a new record in con-
tainer transport despite ongoing sanctions, the
chairman of the board of the IRISL Container
Transport Company announced.

According to IRISL, the official stated that
the company transported 100,000 TEUs more
than in the previous year, significantly boosting
its container transport record. He attributed
this achievement to mutual trust between the
company and cargo owners, emphasizing IRISLs
commitment to expanding cooperation with
customers while providing safe, organized, and
cost-effective services.

The head of the IRISL Container Transport
Company highlighted the company’s continuous
growth over the past five years despite sanc-
tions, noting that performance figures have
risen by over 41 percent compared to five years
ago. He credited this success to the unwavering
support of exporters and importers for the na-
tional fleet.

To further enhance customer service, the
company has introduced new operational
guidelines, resulting in significant service im-
provements at its offices in Bandar Abbas, Teh-
ran, and the newly established customer service
office in Chabahar. These initiatives include cus-
tomer segmentation and ranking, moving to-
ward personalized marketing using intelligent
online systems to revolutionize client interac-
tions with container transport.

He also announced the introduction of a na-

tionwide bill of lading, marking a major step
toward transforming IRISL into a full-fledged
logistics company. With this new system, along-
side comprehensive insurance coverage for all
transported containers, goods can now be de-
livered through a seamless door-to-door ser-
vice at minimal cost and delay.

Expanding international reach and Chaba-
har port’s growth

The official emphasized the importance of
leveraging Iran’s North-South Corridor, partic-
ularly in serving the Russian and CIS markets,
where demand for Iranian exports is strong.
He noted that IRISL is fully capable of handling
these shipments using multimodal and door-
to-door transport solutions.

He also highlighted the company’s global ex-
pansion, stating that IRISL now serves custom-
ers across five continents. Notably, he pointed
to the rapid growth of Chabahar Port, which has
risen from the fourth to the second-ranked port
in Iran following IRISLs strategic investments.

Iran’s renewable energy capacity

surpasses 1,561 MW

TEHRAN - Iran’s renewable energy capacity
has reached 1,561.66 megawatts by the end of
February 2025, as the country accelerates ef-
forts to address power imbalances and expand
clean energy sources.

The growing electricity supply-demand gap
has highlighted the urgent need for renewable
energy expansion. In response, the 14th admin-
istration has intensified efforts to boost solar
and wind power generation across the country.

On Sunday, March 9, Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to solar power infrastructure de-
velopment, stating that funding for the project
has been secured. He urged contractors and rel-
evant stakeholders to expedite their operations,
emphasizing that the government is determined
to eliminate any obstacles delaying the initiative.

Data from the Energy Ministry indicates that
solar power plants account for the largest share
of Iran’s renewable energy mix, contributing
810.03 MW (60 percent) of total capacity. Wind
power plants rank second, generating 376.3
MW (29 percent) of the country’s total renew-
able electricity. Other renewable sources in-
clude small hydropower plants at 104.04 MW (8
percent), biomass power plants at 22.13 MW (2
percent), and expansion turbines at 9.6 MW (1
percent).

Despite these developments, renewable ener-
gy still accounts for only 0.7 percent of Iran’s to-
tal electricity generation. However, government
officials stress that further expansion is under-
way, with efforts to increase capacity and reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.

Iraq seeks to maintain gas and electricity
imports from Iran amid sanction challenges

From Page 1 » The US. Charge
d’Affaires responded during the
meeting, stating that he under-
stood the issues raised by Al-At-
wani concerning energy and
banking sanctions and prom-
ised to relay these messages to
the US. government in hopes
of finding permanent solutions
that would serve the interests of
both nations. He also noted that
sanctions have not yet included
the import of natural gas.

On the other hand, the US.
Ambassador, while expressing
sympathy for the issues Al-At-
wani raised, especially regarding
energy and banking sanctions,
promised to convey these mes-
sages to his government.

He expressed hope that per-
manent solutions and measures
could be found to address these
issues in a way that benefits both
nations.

Daniel Rubenstein also em-
phasized that natural gas im-
ports have so far been outside
the “sanctions framework.”

Under the March 2024 agree-
ment, Iran committed to export-
ing 50 million cubic meters of
gas per day to Iraq, a contract
valued at about six billion dollars
annually.

In addition, in July 2022, Iraq

signed a five-year contract to
purchase 400 megawatts of
electricity from Iran.

In recent years, Iraq has been
working to reduce its depen-
dence on Iranian gas. Several
projects have been initiated to
secure energy from other sourc-
es. In October 2024, Iraq signed
an agreement to import 20 mil-
lion cubic meters of gas per day
from Turkmenistan, which could
serve as an alternative to Iranian
gas.

Another possibility is pur-
chasing LNG from Qatar. Iraq is
building an LNG storage termi-
nal in the Faw port, where Qatar
is likely to be the main supplier.

Additionally, the Qatar-Turkey
gas pipeline, which was halted
in 2009 but has since regained
attention following the fall of
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, could
also provide an alternative.
Initially, the Qatar gas pipeline
was planned to pass through
Saudi Arabia and Syria, reaching
Turkey and then to Europe.

The pipeline also passes near
Irag’s border, and it is said that it
could supply gas to the country’s
power plants and industries.

Furthermore, connecting Iraq
to the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil's electricity grid could reduce
Irag’s dependence on Iran.

This project includes an elec-

tricity transmission line from
Kuwait to Basra, which could
supply Irag’s electricity needs.

Additionally, a $27 billion con-
tract has been signed with Total
Energy to develop gas fields.

In July 2023, Iraq and Total En-
ergy, a French company, signed a
$27 billion contract to increase
oil production and enhance the
country’s energy production ca-
pacity with four oil, gas, and re-
newable energy projects.

It is important to note that
these solutions require time and
significant investment. In the
short term, Iraq remains depen-
dent on Iranian gas, and finding
an immediate alternative is diffi-
cult.

In this context, three Iragi en-
ergy officials told Reuters on
Sunday that Iraq has no immedi-
ate alternative to replace the en-
ergy it imports from Iran, which
will lead to significant issues in
providing enough electricity for
domestic consumption, especial-
ly in the summer.

One senior official from Irag’s
Ministry of Electricity told Re-
uters, “The government has
started taking urgent measures
to reduce the impact of the US.
decision on Irag’s electricity sup-

ply”

Tehran to host International Auto Parts Exhlbltlon

TEHRAN - The 20th International Exhibi-
tion of Auto Parts, Accessories, and Assem-
blies will be held from May 29 to June 1, 2025,
at Tehran’s Permanent International Fair-
grounds, IRNA reported.

Sadif Beikzadeh, the head of the Iran In-
ternational Exhibitions Company, stated in a
press conference on Tuesday that the auto
industry exhibition is among the top three
exhibitions in the country in terms of partici-
pation and visitor interest.

He added that over 700 foreign companies
from nine countries and 500 domestic firms
will take part in the event.

Special halls have been designated for
knowledge-based and innovative companies.

Beikzadeh emphasized the need to utilize
export target markets, including BRICS and
Eurasia, to achieve the eight percent eco-
nomic growth goal outlined in Iran’s Seventh
Development Plan.

He also noted that a 23 percent increase in
exports is planned, covering various sectors
such as industry, mining, and agriculture.

He highlighted the crucial role of domes-
tic and international marketing in economic
growth, describing the auto exhibition as one
of the key events aimed at improving eco-
nomic conditions.

“The automotive industry was one of
the main targets of sanctions against Iran,
alongside steel, petrochemicals, and other

sectors,” Beikzadeh said.

He stressed that the growth of other in-
dustries is linked to the automotive sector,
which plays a significant role in employ-
ment.

Iran Air secures EU, ICAO certification for fuel
management in international flights

TEHRAN - Iran Air has received
certification from the European
Union and the International Civ-
il Aviation Organization (ICAO)
for fuel management in its in-
ternational flights, the airline’s
deputy director of operations
announced.

According to Iran Air, Javad
Sharifi stated on Monday that
the airline undergoes annual
audits under the EU Emissions
Trading System (EU-ETS) and
CORSIA, ICAO’s Carbon Offset-
ting and Reduction Scheme for
International Aviation, for all in-
ternational flights.

Sharifi explained that these
audits aim to monitor green-
house gas emissions and ensure

compliance with international
environmental regulations to
keep emission levels within ac-
ceptable limits. If an airline fails
to meet the required standards,
it faces penalties and operational
restrictions on its flights.

He emphasized that as an in-
ternational carrier, Iran Air must
comply with these regulations,
and therefore, it is evaluated an-
nually by EU auditors.

Sharifi outlined the steps tak-
en in the certification process,
including contracting with Ger-
many’s GMBH Verification EST,
holding technical meetings with
fuel management and informa-
tion systems teams, and con-
ducting operational data analy-

RAI eyes launching
Tehran-Ankara train after
resuming Tehran-Van route

TEHRAN - Iran’s railway au-
thority is considering launching
a direct Tehran-Ankara train ser-
vice if passenger demand for the
recently resumed Tehran-Van
route remains strong, the man-
aging director of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways (RAI) said.

Jabarali Zakeri said the Teh-
ran-Van train, which resumed
service after a five-year sus-
pension, is now operational fol-
lowing an agreement between
Iran and Turkey’s railway au-
thorities.

The train consists of seven
passenger wagons, a restaurant

car, and a locomotive, with a total
capacity of 280 passengers.

Zakari, who also serves as
Deputy Minister of Transport and
Urban Development, said all tick-
ets for the Tehran-Van service
have been sold, indicating strong
demand.

He expressed hope that the
renewed railway link would fa-
cilitate tourism between the two
countries.

Tickets for the Tehran-Van
train are priced at €26 (approx-
imately 19 million rials) after
applying official exchange rate-
based discounts.

sis.

These efforts, led by Iran Air’s
Flight Safety and Operations
Standards Department, culmi-
nated in a successful audit and
verification process.

After multiple review sessions
with auditors, Iran Air provided
comprehensive documentation
on selected flights.

In the third week of February,
the airline officially secured EU
and ICAOQ certification for meet-
ing international fuel manage-
ment and environmental stan-
dards.

One of the key achievements
highlighted was saving over 40
tons of fuel in EU flights over the
past year, which will be regis-

tered in Germany’s aviation reg-
ulatory database. This fuel effi-
ciency achievement also carries
significant financial value on the
global stock exchange market.

Sharifi noted that Iran Air is
the first airline in Iran to have
consistently  complied  with
ICAO’s CO? emissions standards
for over a decade, maintaining an
excellent track record in all envi-
ronmental audits.

He concluded by reaffirming
Iran Air's commitment to sus-
tainable aviation, stating that the
airline will continue to adhere to
international environmental reg-
ulations and lead Iran’s aviation
sector toward eco-friendly oper-
ations.

South Pars 1st infill well
goes operational

TEHRAN - Iran has brought
the first well from a 35-well infill
drilling project at the South Pars
gas field into production, aimed
at maintaining output levels, the
managing director of Pars Oil
and Gas Company (POGC) said.

Touraj Dehghani said drilling
and completion of Well No. 5 on
Platform SPD12B in Phase 12 of
the South Pars gas field has been
completed, and the well has been
connected to the platform’s ex-
isting processing facilities, Sha-
nareported.

The well is capable of produc-
ing over 2.0 million cubic meters
of rich gas per day, compensating
for natural reservoir depletion
at Platform SPD12B and helping

restore its designed production
capacity, he added.

The infill drilling project, cov-
ering 35 wells across 17 gas plat-
forms, is being executed in four
work packages. The drilling of
Well No. 5 was carried out under
the second package of an Engi-
neering, Procurement, and Drill-
ing (EPD) contract with Petrolran
Development Company and Drill-
ing Company International (DCI)
handling operations using the
DCI-2 offshore drilling rig.

Once fully completed, the in-
fill drilling project is expected to
boost South Pars’ production ca-
pacity by 36 million cubic meters
per day.



A compromised president and the
country sold to two donors!

By Professor Hossein Askari

PROTLAND - Over time several
of President Trump’s statements
and actions have aroused sus-
picion that he may have become
compromised by the Russian
(Soviet) intelligence services
in the 1980s and that he may
knowingly or unknowingly have
been acting as a Soviet asset
for some time, increasingly so
in his second term as president.
(https://medium.com/@we-
sodonnell/is-trump-compro-
mised-75012fc3fc54) While such
assertions are widespread, there
is no definitive proof. The list of
assertions to support such a
claim include: (i) his 1987 adver-
tisements attacking America’s
foreign policy and its support of
European allies (largely mem-
bers of NATO); (https://www.
buzzfeednews.com/article/
ilanbenmeir/that-time-trump-
spent-nearly-100000-on-an-
ad-criticizing-us) (i) numerous
interactions of his closest advi-
sors (including Donald Trump Jr,
Jared Kushner, Paul Manafort,
Michael Flynn, Jeff Sessions and
Michael Cohen) with Soviet offi-
cials; (iii) the fact that during his
first term Trump invited Russian
foreign minister Lavrov to the
Oval Office to share classified
information; and (iv) his meeting
with Vladimir Putin (also in his
first term), with no aides or offi-
cial minutes but a translator who
had to hand over all notes at the
end of the meeting. More recent-
ly, Trump has been even more
open in his support of Putin (i)
by falsely claiming that Ukraine
started the war with Russia; (ii)
by stating that Zelensky did not
want peace although Russia had

earlier signed a ceasefire deal
that Putin abrogated; (iii) by con-
tinuing to praise Putin to no end,
“here’s a guy that says, you know,
‘'m gonna declare a big portion of
Ukraine independent’ - he used
the word ‘independent’ - ‘and
we're gonna go out and we're
gonna go in and we're gonna help
keep peace. You gotta say that’s
pretty savvy;” (iv) by supporting
Russia at the United Nations, to
the chagrin of European allies,
twice siding with Russia in votes
to mark the third anniversary of
the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
opposing a European-drafted
resolution condemning Mos-
cow’s actions and supporting
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and
by having the U.S. draft and vote
foraresolution at the UN Securi-
ty Council which called for an end
to the conflict with no criticism
of Russia;(v) by cutting off mil-
itary aid and intelligence sharing
with Ukraine; and (vi) by calling
for the payback of past U.S. aid to
Ukraine and insisting on access
to Ukraine’s mineral resources
in support of his demand. While
this is a mountain of corrobo-
rating assertions to support the

claim that Trump has been com-
promised, it is still not definitive
proof that America’s president is
acting in the interests of Putin
and Russia.

Although America is still the
world’s premier military power,
it has been rapidly losing much
of its soft power. It can bully and
use force but its persuasive pow-
ers have been eroding rapidly.
Why should a country trust a U.S.
president when at the drop of a
hat he abandons his country’s
allies, who the country has sup-
ported and who in turn have sup-
ported the country, all this in the
middle of a war where its closest
allies see an existential threat
from Russia? Is America friend
or foe when its president threat-
ens annexation of an ally’s terri-
tory or resources? Can America
ever be trusted again after uni-
laterally withdrawing from an
agreement it signed with other
major powers (the Iran nuclear
agreement or the JCPOA) and
assassinating a leading gener-
al (Soleimani) in a foreign land
(Irag)? Why would Iran come
back to the negotiating table

with an untrustworthy US., as
demanded by the same president
who reneged on the deal America
had signed and who assassinat-
ed its top general? A country that
protects Israel's nuclear arse-
nal and says in the same breath
that everyone should do away
with nuclear arms? Even Canada,
arguably America’s biggest back-
erin recent years is turning away
from its friend after the imposi-
tion of tariffs and threats of tak-
ing over Canada as its 51st state,
prompting the newly elected Ca-
nadian Prime Minister, Mark Car-
ney, to say of its southern neigh-
bor, a “country we can no longer
trust” America, a country that
was universally admired after
WWiIlis now not trusted and even
despised in much of the world.
Military power and economic
coercion in the form of tariffs
and unilateral sanctions alone
are insufficient to keep America
safe and prosperous. America
still needs friends, especially in
a world of rapidly changing mil-
itary technology and asymmetric
warfare.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Lebanon quite prone to sectarian violence in Syria

From page 1 » Predominantly, Lebanon’s
most critical challenge is the Syrian refugee
crisis, as the genocidal massacres on the Syr-
ian coast have led to a new flood of people to
refugees to Lebanon, especially those who
have been there for years have been ordered
not to return.

Further, the Israeli incursion into the south-
ern Lebanese borders and the escalation of
Israeli attacks on several Lebanese regions
places additional burdens on the Lebanese
army and security services, as it must keep
the utmost possible readiness to prevent
any security breakdown or disruption to civil
peace.

Meanwhile, the Israeli violation of Lebanese
sovereignty, on the one hand, and the horrific
massacres committed by the HTS-led thugs
in Syria against innocent people on the other
will only push Hezbollah to cling to its weap-
ons. In that situation demanding Hezbollah to
give in its weapons will be suicidal.

Although Iraq was quick to express its fear
of Syria’s “genocidal massacres,” as they put
it, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam and President
Joseph Aoun have remained silent!

First Deputy Speaker of Parliament,
Mohsen Al-Mandalawi, stated that “what the
neighboring country Syria is witnessing, in
terms of horrific ethnic and sectarian geno-

cidal massacres, embodies the criminal Takfiri
background from which some groups partic-
ipating in the new administration draw their
approach to governance, that is, according
to discriminatory and racist principles, which
may undermine all chances for stability in
Syria”

Al-Mandalawi said what is happening in
Syria sends disturbing messages not only to
the neighbouring countries but to the entire
region. The events in Syria are a threat to the
regional countries’ security, stability, rela-
tions and common interests.

What happened and is happening in Syr-
ia has only strengthened the righteousness
of the resistance movement’s weapons and
struggle, and is even pushing other resis-
tance movements in Lebanon to arm them-
selves to protect their existence from these
looming threats.

Syria has been and still has a vital influence
on the region due to its rich geographical, de-
mographic, and natural advantages.

Since the Camp David Accords and the Zi-
onist invasion of Lebanon in 1982, up to the
battle to support Gaza and the recent Israeli
aggression, Damascus has played a strategic
role in supporting the resistance struggle in
Lebanon and has been an open arms supply
line forit.

For this reason, Israel destroyed Syria’s
military capabilities following the fall of the
former regime to neutralize it as a regional
power.

Attacks on Syria were also aimed to deprive
the resistance movements of a strong stra-
tegic depth and a main arms corridor, which
enabled them to weaken the pillars of the Zi-
onist regime and thwart the American expan-
sionist conspiracies.

At the current stage, the Israeli expansion
in southern Syria and the imposition of a buf-
fer zone is nothing but an encirclement of
Lebanon. However, Hezbollah has made great
strides in building strength, expertise and ca-
pabilities to defend Lebanon and the region!

A new vision for US global power under Trump

From page 1 » A key example
of the establishment’s influence
has been USAID, which has his-
torically functioned as a covert
tool for advancing American
unipolarity. By using soft power
tactics, it has helped destabilize
nations through coups and col-
or revolutions. However, under
Trump, funding for such initia-
tives has been slashed, allowing
the US. to save billions. His ap-
proach is more direct—rather
than relying on NGOs to influence
societies, he prefers sanctions as
a means of coercion. This shift
weakens American influence at
the grassroots level, creating a
vacuum that local movements
and other powers can exploit.

Trump aims to strengthen
the American economy through
relative stability rather than
confrontation. He opposes pro-

longed war with Russia, favor-
ing investment over sanctions.
Rather than spending $175 billion
on Ukraine, he sees greater eco-
nomic potential in working with
Russia, which he does not view
as a direct economic competi-
tor. His broader goal is to retract
costly foreign commitments and
consolidate American econom-
ic dominance, using economic
leverage—such as tariffs and
sanctions—to maintain control.
This was evident in his approach
to Zelensky, where he set clear
conditions for support.

This stance starkly contrasts
with that of Europe, which re-
mains deeply hostile toward
Russia and relies on U.S. backing
to counter it. Trump’s push forin-
creased tariffs on European im-
ports will likely reduce demand
for European goods in the US,

stimulating domestic manufac-
turing and bolstering the dollar.
His retreat from NATO further
exposes contradictions within
the alliance, creating strategic
openings that others may ex-
ploit.

Trump operates like a political
tsunami. In Gaza, he has posi-
tioned himself as the real power
behind the war, stopping it on his
own terms. Even his controver-
sial depopulation proposal was
more of a bargaining tool than a
concrete plan. He sees West Asia
as secondary to regions like Mex-
ico, Panama, or Greenland. When
asked about Iran’s strength,
he acknowledges Iran is very
strong—suggesting he prefers
to focus on nuclear containment
rather than military confronta-
tion, much to Netanyahu’s frus-
tration.

Trump also has a tendency
towards withdrawal when he
sees American involvement as a
financial drain. While Israel has
expanded its influence in Syria,
if its actions provoke widespread
resistance and it becomes clear
that Israel is a source of ongoing
conflict, Trump may reconsider
U.S. support.

In contrast to the deep state’s
approach—where a weakening
Israel prompts the search for
regional  substitutes—Trump’s
stance is more transactional. If
there is no significant opposi-
tion, he will stamp Israel’s terri-
torial gains. But if the costs out-
weigh the benefits, he is willing
to incrementally remove support
from the occupation entity.
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Syrian Alawites left abandoned

to horrific crimes

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Monitoring groups report that
despite the Syrian Defense Ministry declar-
ing its security operation over, armed groups
still target civilians.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
reported on its website that armed groups
continue criminal activities against civilians
on the Syrian coast, despite the Defense Min-
istry’s earlier announcement ending the se-
curity operation.

The Observatory highlighted that “armed
groups entered the town of Harison in the
Baniyas countryside alongside Ministry of
Defense forces. They began looting, burning
homes, and destroying citizens’ property.”

The town was also subjected to bombard-
ment using various weapons.

Human rights organizations, including
Amnesty International, have decried “the

horrific images emerging from Syria’s coast,
with bodies lying in the streets and grieving
families mourning their loved ones.”

The Rights group called on authorities in
Damascus to “grant independent nation-
al and international investigators access to
Syria, including to Syria’s coastal areas, so
that they can conduct their own fact-finding
work”

“These horrific events once again under-
score the urgent need for comprehensive
steps by Syrian authorities to ensure truth,
justice and reparation for all victims of grave
violations in Syria,” it added.

Meanwhile, Adam Coogle, the deputy Mid-
dle East and North Africa director at Human
Rights Watch stated that “grave abuses on a
staggering scale are being reported against
predominantly Alawite Syrians in the coastal
region and elsewhere in Syria.”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

ICRC warns of worsening
humanitarian crisis in Gaza

The ceasefire in Gaza has proven vital to
saving lives, bringing in humanitarian assis-
tance and sustaining the civilian population.
However, Gaza’s humanitarian crisis is far
from over. Aid deliveries had substantially in-
creased over the course of the ceasefire, but
they remain a drop in the ocean compared to
the immense needs on the ground.

Beyond emergency relief, a long-term com-
mitment to rebuilding essential services and
restoring dignity to affected communities is
required. There is also an urgent need for di-
versified assistance, including construction
materials for shelters, medical supplies, and
other essential services to address the com-
plex humanitarian crisis.

The suspension of assistance now, includ-
ing the cessation of power to the only water

desalination facility in Gaza, risks plunging
Gaza further into an acute humanitarian
emergency. The impacts are already felt in
price increases and shortages of basic goods.

Under international humanitarian law, Is-
rael shall ensure that the basic needs of the
civilian population under its control are met.
The rapid and unimpeded passage of human-
itarian assistance must also be allowed and
facilitated.

The ICRC remains committed to delivering
lifesaving assistance and advocating for the
urgent needs of those affected. Rapid and
unimpeded humanitarian access is critical to
fulfilling this mission. The ICRC reiterates its
urgent call for more aid to enter Gaza, for all
hostages to be released and for the ceasefire
to continue.

NPC’s closing meeting: Chinese characteristics
to define modernization journey

By Shahrokh Saei

BEIJING - The global spotlight has once again
shined on China as the 14th National People’s
Congress (NPC) held the closing meeting of its
third session in Beijing on Tuesday.

President Xi Jinping and other Chinese lead-
ers attended the meeting at the Great Hall of
the People.

The military band of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army performed while hundreds of
journalists from both domestic and interna-
tional outlets reported on the occasion.

Li Hongzhong, vice-chairman of the NPC

Standing Committee, presided over the cere-
mony.

Li said the week-long session of the NPC,
China’s national legislature, has brought about
unity.

“The meeting fully demonstrated democ-
racy, and all work was conducted in strict ac-
cordance with the law. We identified our goals
and tasks and also conveyed confidence and
strength. It is a meeting about delivering real
results through solid work, as well as forging
unity,” he said.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Syria’s interim president signs deal
with Kurdish-led SDF to merge forces

The Kurdish-led and US-backed Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF), which controls much of Syria’s
oil-rich north-east, signed a deal with the Damas-
cus government on March 10 to join Syria’s new
state institutions, the Syrian presidency said.

Photos showed Syria’s interim President Ahmed
al-Sharaa and SDF commander Mazloum Abdi
shaking hands in Damascus on the agreement
that provides for SDF-controlled civilian and mil-
itary institutions in north-east Syria to be inte-
grated with the state, Reuters reported.

The accord came at a critical moment as Sharaa
grappled with the fallout from mass killings of
Alawite minority members in western Syria - vi-
olence that he said on March 10 threatened his
effort to unite Syria after 14 years of conflict.

In December 2024, insurgents toppled the gov-
ernment of former Syrian president Bashar al-As-
sad.

The agreement signed on March 10 calls for
SDF-controlled border crossings, an airport, and
oil and gas fields in eastern Syria to become part
of the Damascus administration.

In his first official comment following the sign-

ing of the accord, Abdi said in a post on X that the
deal represents a “real opportunity to build a new
Syria”.

He said the SDF was working together with the
Syrian administration at “such a critical period” to
guarantee a transitional phase that reflects the
aspirations of the Syrian people for justice and
stability.

Implementation is due by the end of 2025, but
the accord does not specify how SDF’s military
operation will be integrated into Syria’s defense
ministry, a major sticking point in talks thus far.
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Grand ancient Greek tomb unearthed

near Corinth

The Ministry of Culture announced the dis-
covery of a grand ancient Greek tomb site near
the ancient city of Tenea in Corinth, resembling
Macedonian tombs from the Hellenistic era.

According to the announcement, the struc-
ture’s exterior and interior suggest a history
of prolonged use and religious significance
linked to healing practices.

The Ministry of Culture reports that the fu-
nerary monument features an asymmetrical
“T"-shaped layout, comprising two sections:
an access corridor measuring 2.80m by 1.20m
and a main burial chamber extending 2.75m by
740m.

The rectangular burial chamber is aligned
along a north-south axis, with the corridor
intersecting its eastern long side at the mid-
point.

Access is provided by a narrow east-west

corridor, which includes an open-air section—
resembling a “street’—and a covered section,
part of whose horizontal roof remains intact.

The entrance to the covered section was
sealed externally with a rectangular covering
slab, while its opening features a reused rect-
angular lintel.

A monolithic sarcophagus and five rectan-
gular tombs were discovered along the walls
of the main chamber.

In two of these tombs, the covering slabs
showed clear signs of disturbance, while the
others had no coverings intact.

Of the six tombs, only the sarcophagus con-
tained a well-preserved burial in an anatomi-
cal position, likely belonging to an adult wom-
an, whereas the anthropological remains in the
other tombs were found displaced.

Inside the sarcophagus, a significant num-
ber of animal bones from both large and small
domestic animals were discovered, along with
a tortoise shell.

Additionally, a thick layer of animal bones
was found within the monument’s fill and in-
side the burial chamber, accompanied by ce-
ramic vessels dating to the 5th and 6th cen-
turies AD.

(Source: GreekReporter.com)

Salehi takes helm at Iranology foundation,
outlines vision in Tehran ceremony

From Page 1 » while also ad-
dressing contemporary challenges
facing the country’s identity on the
global stage.

Iranology a collective mission for
national, cultural strength: Salehi

In his inaugural address, Ali Akbar
Salehi expressed gratitude for the
opportunity to lead the foundation
and emphasized his longstanding
engagement with Iranology and cul-
tural studies.

Salehi described Iran as a well-
spring of wisdom, art, and knowl-
edge, stating that the study and
promotion of Iran’s heritage is not
merely an academic or historical
obligation, but a fundamental ne-
cessity for both the present and the
future. “In an era where national
identities are challenged by dis-
torted narratives and manipulated
representations, it is our collective
responsibility to accurately present
Iran’s true image to the world,” he
said. “Iranology is not an individual
pursuit, but a collaborative effort
that requires unity, research, and a
shared vision.”

Salehi stressed that Iran's sur-
vival and resilience over thousands
of years have been built upon fun-
damental values such as patience,
wisdom, creativity, tolerance, and in-
novation. However, he warned of the
growing influence of modern pro-
paganda and media manipulation,
which he said aim to weaken the cul-
tural connection of young Iranians to

their national identity.

“This is why Iranologists must
play an active role in countering
these influences and protecting our
youth from being alienated from
their roots,” he asserted.

Salehi emphasized that the study
of Iran is not just about history, but
about the future, urging scholars
to develop a deep analytical un-
derstanding of social and cultural
transformations while positioning
Iran effectively in an evolving global
landscape.

“The world is undergoing rapid
changes, and it is vital to redefine
Iran’s role in this transformation. By
establishing think tanks, strategic
research initiatives, and cultural di-
plomacy programs, we can create a
roadmap for Iranology studies that
aligns with modern realities,” he ex-
plained.

language as a unifying force within
Iran’s diverse cultural and linguistic
landscape. “It is the common thread
that binds our diverse communities
together, ensuring national unity
and cohesion.”

Iranology a strategic component
of Iran’s foreign policy: VP

Speaking at the ceremony, Vice
President Mohammad Reza Aref
praised Salehi as a scholarly and
ethical leader with over four decades
of experience in higher education. He
credited him with playing a key role
in reopening universities and man-
aging some of the most prestigious
academic institutions in Iran and
the region. Aref highlighted Iran’s
potential in scientific and cultural
diplomacy, stating that Salehi’s lead-
ership at the Iranology Foundation
would further enhance Iran’s posi-

tion in global cultural discourse.

“The government will fully sup-
port the foundation in its mission to
promote Iranology,” he affirmed.

Aref also called for the revival of
Persian as a linguistic and cultural
powerhouse, emphasizing its histor-
ical significance across the region.

“Persian and Iran are inseparable,”
he said. “For centuries, Persian has
been the language of scholarship,
literature, and governance across
much of the region. Many neighbor-
ing nations take great pride in Per-
sian culture, with images of Iranian
scholars displayed in their universi-
ties and cultural institutions.”

He condemned Iranophobia as a
grave injustice to human civilization,
arguing that Iranian culture has been
a beacon of wisdom and enlighten-
ment throughout history.

“While Western civilization has
been responsible for countless wars
and atrocities, including the tragic
massacres in Gaza, Iranian civiliza-
tion has always promoted dignity,
knowledge, and cultural excellence,”
Aref stated. Aref emphasized that
the 14th government is committed
to expanding Iranology as a key pillar
of foreign policy, alongside tradition-
al diplomatic efforts.

He confirmed that Iranology is
now a national priority, and that all
government institutions would sup-
port the Iranology Foundation under
Salehi’s leadership.

29,000-year-old remains of child unearthed in Thailand cave with ‘symbols of blood and power’

The 29,000-year-old bones of a child discov-
ered in Thailand are the oldest human remains
ever found in the country, archaeologists have
announced.

The child — nicknamed “Pangpond,” after a
Thai cartoon character — was likely living with
their family of hunter-gatherers near the coast

before their untimely death. Both the skeleton
and the method of burial are revealing ground-
breaking information about Stone Age Thailand.

The discovery was announced last month at a
news conference held by the Thai government’s
Fine Arts Department and Department of Na-
tional Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation. The

heritage conservation

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts has signed a strategic cooperation agreement
with the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology to en-
hance national identity and cultural preservation.

The agreement was finalized on Monday, with the signa-
tures of Reza Salehi Amiri, Minister of Cultural Heritage, and

Hossein Simayi Sarraf, Minister of Science.

skeleton, along with numerous cave paintings,
was found at the Tham Din (Earthen Cave) archae-
ological site in Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park.

In 2020, archaeologists began study-
ing paintings made in red ocheron the walls
and ceiling of three chambers at Tham Din,
according to the Prachuap Post. Most of the

paintings represented people, and some were
depicted using bows and arrows to hunt an-
imals such as deer and monkeys. The stones
andred ochermay be symbols of blood and
power, lead archaeologist Kannika Premjai told
the Bangkok Post.

When excavations began in 2022, archaeol-

ogists noticed animal bones, shells, seeds and
stones that suggested that prehistoric humans
used the cave. Radiocarbon dating of the material
suggested they lived there from about 29,000 to
11,000 years ago, although it is unclear precisely
when the cave paintings were made.

(Source: livescience.com)

This collaboration aims to integrate academic research and
cultural initiatives to protect Iran’s historical legacy and foster
the growth of creative industries. The agreement establishes
a framework to leverage scientific research, modern technolo-
gy, and cultural programs for the preservation of tangible and
intangible heritage.

Minister of Cultural Heritage Salehi Amiri emphasized the
critical role of universities in shaping civilization and strength-
ening national identity. He stated that joint academic festivals
and conferences would serve as key instruments for achieving
these goals. He also highlighted the need for closer collabo-

added to Iran’s heritage list

TEHRAN - Golestan province has added eight new cultural
heritage sites—five archaeological sites and three historical
buildings—to Iran’s National Heritage List, according to a re-
cent announcement by provincial officials.

Hamid Omrani Rekavandi, Deputy for Cultural Heritage at
the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts of Golestan province, confirmed the registration
on Monday.

“Following two sessions of the National Council for the Reg-
istration of Historical and Cultural Immovable Properties, we
successfully registered these eight significant sites,” he stat-
ed.

Highlighting the province’s rich
cultural and historical legacy, Omrani
Rekavandi emphasized that Goles-
tan is home to diverse landscapes, a
deep-rooted civilization, and a wealth
of historical landmarks. “Registering
these sites is a vital step in preserv-
ing our heritage and ensuring their
proper recognition,” he noted. Among
the newly listed sites are five archae-
ological locations, some dating as far
back as the fifth millennium BCE and
extending into the early Islamic peri-
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Strategic deal signed to integrate science in Iran’s Second Announcement
ration between universities and cultural institutions, partic- Iran Tobacco Company
. . ONE TIER GENERAL INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO TENDER NOTICE
ularly through the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Ref No 53/189/664
Institute. According to Minister Hossein Simayi Sarraf, uni- Iran Tobacco Co , intends to purchase below tobacco raw materials through one tier general international tender, all eligible applicants will
y )
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ver5|t|e§ have a crucial r(.)le n promoytmg cultural awareness million Rials to the account No, 47000701336609 of Parsian bank, Azadi branch and receive the bid documents from ITC tender secretariat
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akey role in achieving this goal. amount specified in the tender documents, from 10/03/2025 to 23/04/2025, Complete and accurate details of the seller must be indicated
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Ei ght cultural heﬂtage sites in Golestan province 1 Italian burley position 1 Ke 138,600 50,582 36,801,389,520
2 Brazilian burley position 3 Kg 158,400 53,750 39,106,283,760
3 Brazilian burley position 4 Kg 59,400 30,980 22,539,856,410
od. Their inclusion brings the total number of registered archaeo- a Brazilian burley position 5 Kg 158,400 53,750 39,106,283,760

logical sites in Golestan to 655.
. . . - 5 Zimbabwean FCV position 7 K 158,400 50,582 36,801,389,520

Additionally, three historical buildings were added to the P 9
National Heritage List, raising the total number of registered 6 Brazilian FCV position 8 Kg 158,400 53,750 39,106,283,760
historical structures in the province to 166.

. . 7 Chinese FCV position 10 Kg 138,600 46,424 33,776,215,830

With these latest additions, Golestan now boasts a total of
1,040 nationally recognized cultural heritage sites. 8 Chinese FCV position 11 Kg 217,800 63,056 45,876,910,590
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ness and appreciation of the province’s rich cultural landscape. 10 Brazilian FCV position 13 Kg 158,400 53,750 39,106,283,760
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pool, spacious saloon suitable to organize gathermgs, a spacious dining 14 Toasted burley Kg 39,600 25,740 18,727,265,700
hall facing the beauty of the garden, a huge furnished industrial kitchen, an
office decorated Yvith cutglgss showing the.craftsmanship of Iranian art, 15 Thai burley Kg 277,200 75,530 54,952,431,660
thetop floor consists a spacious t.v.room facing the beauty of amarvellous
greenhouse, 6 bedrooms &a pantry. Thereis a suit for the security guard in 16 Homogenized tobacco Kg 376,200 60,205 43,802,505,774
the garden & enough parking space. Rent / month Only 10.000$ Ms.Sonia
Manager of Mandegar e Elahiyeh VIP Real Estate For more information, you can contact to 0098 21 51261651 & 51261920

02126231198 09195341598 Communications and International Affairs Management, Iran Tobacco Company
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‘Unilateral sanctions hinder

counter-n

TEHRAN  -Imposing  unfair
sanctions against Iran not only
increases the costs of implement-
ing treatment and harm reduction
programs but also challenges de-
veloping effective strategies for
combating drug trafficking, the
Secretary General of Iranian Drug
Control Headquarters (DCHQ) has
said.

Lauding the United Nations Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
efforts, Brigadier General Hossein
Zolfaqgari, highlighted the perilous
evolution of global drug problem,
IRNA reported.

The official made the remarks
while addressing the 68th session
of the United Nations Commission
on Narcotic Drugs (CND), which is
being held from March 10 to 14 in
Vienna, Austria.

Despite all efforts made to over-
come the problem, national and
international drug control systems
are struggling with the rapid emer-
gence of the new psychoactive sub-
stances (NPS), Zolfagari stressed.

The official went on to propose
some methods for treating drugs
and drug-related issues more ef-
fectively, underscoring the need for
expanding cooperation, strength-
ening mechanisms for information
exchange, sharing experiences,
providing technical assistance and

']

equipment, and transferring need-
ed technologies to countries affect-
ed by illegal production, transit, and
consumption of drugs.

Diversifying treatment methods
and facilitating access to drugs for
medical purposes are among the
top priorities of countries to reduce
demand for illegal use of drugs.
Hence, facilitating the exchange of
the latest expertise and findings is
essential, he added.

Referring to successful initiatives
that have been ceased or are par-
tially active, such as the agreement
supported by the UNODC between
Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan,
to cooperate in the area of count-
er-narcotics enforcement, Zolfaqari
said international communities are
expected to fund the UNODC to sup-
port such regional agreements.

a[cotics meas

“In line with the implementation of
numerous resolutions of the CND and
the Human Rights Council, we call
for an end to sanctions and the pro-
curement of effective technical and
equipment assistance to countries
on the front lines of the fight against
drugs,” Zolfagari further noted.

In addition to delivering a speech
at a high level segment, Zolfagari
will hold bilateral and multilateral
meetings with officials of the Nar-
cotics Commission, the Executive
Director of the UNODC, the Presi-
dent of the International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB), Jallal Toufig's,
ministers, and heads of delegations
from other countries, IRNA report-
ed.

Moreover, with the support and
participation of the UNODC, it is
planned to share the country’s ex-

ures’

periences in harm reduction, pre-
vention, treatment, rehabilitation,
and reunification of recovered peo-
ple with society and inform partic-
ipants, specialists, and experts of
the measures taken in this regard.

Commission on Narcotic Drugs

The CND is the central poli-
cy-making body within the United
Nations system for dealing with all
drug-related issues.

It examines the global drug sit-
uation, promotes the international
drug control mechanism, and iden-
tifies the satisfaction of interna-
tional institutions in the field of
drug control.

Through reviewing the glob-
al drug situation, taking balanced
approach to interrelated issues of
illegal drugs demand, supply and
trafficking, monitoring the imple-
mentation of international conven-
tions on narcotics, psychotropic
substances and chemical precur-
sors, providing recommendations
to strengthen international drug
control activities, facilitating sci-
entific research and exchanging
information, CND assists the Eco-
nomic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
of the United Nations in performing
its tasks, and establish the policies
governing the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) activi-
ties, and its financial resources.

Marriage 2.3 times divorce in autumn

TEHRAN - Over the autumn season, some
118,450 marriages and 49,738 divorces were reg-
istered across the country, according to the Civil
Registration Organization.

The number of marriages has increased by
14,168 compared to summer. However, compared
to 132,141 marriages registered in autumn 2023,
the number of marriages has declined by 13,691,
Mehr news agency reported.

Also, the rate of divorce has lowered by 4.439
cases in comparison to 54177 registered cases
during the same time last year.

Youth population law stabilizes total fertility
rate Enacting the youth population law has sta-
bilized the total fertility rate, slightly increasing
the general fertility index over the past two years.

After experiencing seven years of decline by
about 20 percent, the fertility rate is now stabi-
lized at around 1.6, IRNA reported.

The total fertility rate has experienced a sharp
decline since the Iranian calendar year 1394
(2015-2016) as the number of births reached
1.057 million in 1402 (2023-2024) from 1.570 mil-

lion in 1394.

However, since the Iranian calendar year 1401
(March 2022-March 2023), the downward trend
in fertility has come to a halt.

The total fertility rate has lowered to 1.6 chil-
dren per woman from about 2 children per wom-
an. According to Civil Registration Organization’s
report, the total fertility rate in Iranian years
1396 (2017-2018),1397 (2018-2019), 1398 (2019-
2020), 1399 (2020-2021), and 1400 (2021-2022)
were 2,09, 1.95, 1,74, 1.65, 1.61 per each woman,
respectively.

Despite offering incentives to encourage child-
bearing in line with youth population law, the
desired growth in the youth population has not
been accomplished yet.

At best, Iran’s population with a total fertility
rate of 2.5 will reach 102,890,000 by the next
seven years, IRIB quoted Mohammad-Javad Mah-
moudi, an official with the Civil Registration Or-
ganization, as saying.

In May, Hasan Farshidi, an official with the
health ministry, said two years after the imple-

mentation of the law on supporting families and
the youth, investigations have shown that the
health ministry has played a central role in the
implementation of the law.

“Since the implementation of the law, the num-
ber of births among mothers aged 20 to 24 has
notably increased,” the official added.

The rate of mothers giving birth to three chil-
dren increased from 16 percent in the Iranian year
1398 (March 2019-March 2020) to 18.97 percent
in 1402 (March 2023 -March 2024) and even the
fourth childbirth increased from 5 percent to
about 7 percent, Farshidi stated.

IRCS to send humanitarian aid to Lebanon

TEHRAN -The Iranian Red Crescent Society
(IRCS) plans to send a consignment of relief
items to war-impacted people in Lebanon.

The consignment includes over 500 tons of
essential items, including medical items, tents,
blankets, mats, food stuff and grains, ISNA quot-
ed Babak Mahmoudi, an official with the IRCS, as
saying.

Ongoing military activities and the widespread
destruction of homes, infrastructure, and essen-

World’s first ‘subway library’

to open in Tehran

For the first time in the world, a public library will be opened in Teh-
ran subway, Farnoush Nobakht, an official with Tehran metro, has said.

According to the memorandum signed between the Tehran Urban
and Suburban Railway Operations Company and the Tehran public li-
braries foundation, libraries will be launched in seven selected sta-
tions, first of which will be inaugurated on August 12, ISNA reported

on Tuesday.

tial services—both during the conflict and after
the cessation of hostilities—continue to hinder
the safe return of displaced individuals.

These challenges also restrict access to hu-
manitarian aid, recovery efforts, and protection
services, leaving affected populations in pro-
longed vulnerability, the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) website announced in a press release on
March 10.

ENGLISH IN USE

IRCS, UN to speed up aid delivery to Lebanon

On October 9, 2024, Pirhossein Kolivand, head
of the IRCS, and the UN Resident Coordinator of
Iran, Stefan Priesner, held talks about the tragic
situation in Lebanon and ways to speed up aid
delivery to people impacted by war. During the
meeting, Kolivand condemned the brutal attacks
of the Zionist regime on Gaza and Lebanon, the
IRCS website reported.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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The library, called “Metro Book’, aims to promote the culture of

reading and increase per capita reading among subway passengers
during intra-city trips, the library with a capacity of more than 5000
books provides services continuously from 8 am. to 8 p.m, she ex-

plained.
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Straight Truth

Tehran hosting exhibition on
women’s achievements

From page 1 » Women'’s life expectancy
has reached 78 years. Some 95 percent of de-
liveries are supervised by specialists, which
has led to a reduction in maternal mortality.

Female physicians also make up 40 per-
cent of specialists and 30 percent of subspe-
cialists in the country, Behrouz-Azar noted.

With the gender gap in education lowering
to three percent, Iran is one of the most suc-
cessful countries in developing educational
equity.

Women hold a 56 percent share of admis-
sions to public universities, studying in 784
technical and engineering majors.

They constitute 40 and 30 percent of fac-
ulty members in medical science and other
universities, respectively.

In social-cultural sectors, currently, there
are 23,543 female authors, 1,051 publishers,
435 printing house managers, and more than
181,000 women with book publishing licens-
es operating across the country.

Also, 2,336 female media managers and
20,762 female publishers play an important
role in raising awareness and achieving social
justice, she added.

In the economic field, women make up 315
percent of experts in the information, com-
munication, and technology sector as well as
in entrepreneurship. So far, they have estab-
lished 12,000 companies.

The official went on to say that 250 knowl-
edge-based companies are run by women,
with 41,330 female managers in the compa-
nies.

Highlighting the increased political con-
tribution of women, Behrouz-Azar said that
from 2017 to 2024, more than 8,000 women
across the country have been appointed to
managerial positions. Also, since the current
administration took office in the summer,
more than 190 women have been appointed
in various management positions.

Underscoring the achievements of wom-
en in sports, she said some 935,000 pro-
fessional female athletes, 1,000 trainers,
150,000 coaches, and 16,111 sports clubs,
winning 2,950 medals in world competitions,
and managing 51 sports federations, demon-
strate their prominent position in the coun-
try.

Moreover, thanks to a 22 percent increase
in women'’s participation in the Paralympics,

National Paralympic Committee (NPC) of Iran
(IPC Member) were each recognized for their
outstanding work and received International
Women'’s Day Recognition Award from the In-
ternational Paralympic Committee.

Referring to the administration’s programs
for supporting women heads of households,
Behrouz-Azar said numerous national pro-
grams have been implemented to support
them, these include the development of
women’s cooperatives, the implementation
of entrepreneurship programs, facilitating
access to loans, social insurance coverage,
and allocating lands to women’s organiza-
tions.

Role of women in the country’s progress

On National Women’s Day, December 22,
Iranian officials highlighted the critical role
of women in shaping the country’s progress
and called for the unwavering protection of
human rights.

President Masoud Pezeshkian, along with
other key figures, reaffirmed their commit-
ment to gender equality, justice, and the
empowerment of women, both in domestic
policy and international diplomacy.

The official also stated that violations of
human rights, no matter who commits them
or their position, must be addressed through
dialogue, legal action, or other appropriate
measures.

Addressing the audience, Pezeshkian reaf-
firmed women'’s equality, praising their po-
tential to lead and excel.

He called for creating more opportunities
for women and girls to participate in the
country’s development, emphasizing that
their contributions are vital for a just society.

“Women are not only equal to men but of-
ten excel in many areas,” he said. “Superiority
lies in piety, not in gender”

He highlighted the role of mothers in shap-
ing future generations and stressed that no
nation can thrive without the support of ca-
pable and dedicated women.

Concluding his speech, Pezeshkian called
for greater inclusion of women in leadership
roles and a renewed commitment to ad-
dressing the nation’s challenges.

“Women have a unique ability to nurture
and shape the next generation,” he said. “This
must be recognized as a cornerstone of na-
tional progress.”

Therise of Al: How data science is
powering the Fourth Industrial Revolution

By Soroush Saki

TEHRAN - The Fourth Industrial Revolution
is here, and at its core lies the transformative
power of artificial intelligence (Al) and data
science.

Unlike previous industrial revolutions driv-
en by steam, electricity, and computing, this
era is defined by intelligent systems that
learn, adapt, and make decisions.

From manufacturing to finance and retail,
Al is reshaping industries, creating efficien-
cies, and unlocking new possibilities.

In manufacturing, Al-powered systems are
revolutionizing production lines. Smart fac-
tories equipped with machine learning algo-
rithms can predict equipment failures before
they occur, reducing downtime and saving
costs.

Robots, guided by Al, work alongside hu-
mans to perform complex tasks with preci-
sion, while data analytics optimizes supply
chains, ensuring materials are delivered just
in time.

This synergy of human and machine is not
only boosting productivity but also paving
the way for sustainable manufacturing prac-
tices.

The finance sector is another area where
Al is making waves. Banks and financial in-
stitutions are leveraging machine learning to
detect fraudulent transactions in real-time,
protecting customers from cyber threats.

Al-driven algorithms analyze vast amounts
of data to assess credit risk, enabling faster
and more accurate loan approvals.

Robo-advisors, powered by Al, are democ-

ratizing wealth management by providing
personalized investment advice at a fraction
of the cost of traditional financial advisors.

In retail, Al is transforming the shopping
experience.

E-commerce giants use recommendation
systems to suggest products tailored to indi-
vidual preferences, driving sales and enhanc-
ing customer satisfaction.

Behind the scenes, Al optimizes inventory
management, ensuring popular items are al-
ways in stock.

Virtual assistants and chatbots provide
24/7 customer support, answering queries
and resolving issues seamlessly.

However, the rise of Al is not without chal-
lenges. Concerns about job displacement,
data privacy, and ethical decision-making
loom large.

As machines take over repetitive tasks,
the workforce must adapt by acquiring new
skills in data science, programming, and Al
management.

Policymakers and industry leaders must
collaborate to establish frameworks that en-
sure Al is used responsibly and equitably.

In conclusion, Al and data science are the
driving forces behind the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, reshaping industries and rede-
fining the way we live and work.

While challenges remain, the potential for
innovation and progress is immense.

As we navigate this new era, one thing is
clear: the future belongs to those who har-
ness the power of data and Al wisely.
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One who says unpleasant things about others, will himself quickly
become a target of their scandal.

Imam Ali (AS)
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Isfahan Contemporary Art Museum to reopen
after renovations, celebrating 30 years of art

TEHRAN- The Isfahan Contemporary Art Mu-
seum, one of the treasures of Iranian art and his-
tory, is set to reopen on Saturday following the
completion of its restoration work.

The reopening ceremony will be attended by a
number of prominent artists from the city.

The director of the Isfahan Contemporary Art
Museum announced that this museum, which
also functions as a specialized center for visual
arts, has undergone a four-year period of neces-
sary renovations.

As the new year approaches, coinciding with
its 30th anniversary, the museum will once again
welcome artists, art enthusiasts, and New Year
travelers, Saeid Mohammadi-Panah said.

Two exhibitions entitled “Thirty Years of Muse-
um Posters” and “Thirty Years of Museum Imag-
es” will be inaugurated alongside the reopening
ceremony in the presence of Isfahan’s mayor, he
added.

Referring to the historical significance of the
building, he highlighted that the construction
dates back to the Qajar era.

“It is one of the valuable complexes in the his-
torical landscape of Isfahan, located adjacent
to the Chehel Sotoun Palace. The building has
undergone various changes in its usage over
time. Originally, it served as the grand home of
Zel al-Soltan, the governor of Isfahan during
the Qajar period. Subsequently, it functioned as
a horse guard house, a ceremonial hall, and the

governor’s office, before eventually being desig-
nated as the Isfahan Contemporary Art Museum
in 1994,

The museum has always been a vital hub for
art in Isfahan and Iran, Mohammadi-Panah said
and added: “For the past 30 years, it has served
as a home for national and international artists,
students of visual arts, and art researchers. Its
geographical proximity and close interactions
with the Isfahan University of Art, which nurtures
a new generation of artists, further enhance the
museum’s significance””

He added that the museum features four large
galleries with unique architecture and has con-
sistently hosted works by prominent domestic
and international artists over the past three de-
cades.

Notable exhibitions have included pieces from
the renowned Iranian artist Mahmoud Farsh-
chian and the famous German artist Glinther
Uecker, he mentioned.

He also emphasized the intertwining of art
and Isfahan’s identity, noting that the Isfahan
Contemporary Art Museum holds a rich collec-
tion of over 700 valuable visual artworks, which
will soon be displayed in one of its galleries for
art lovers.

The museum operates under the auspices of
the Cultural, Social, and Sports Organization of
Isfahan Municipality.

Isfahan, often referred to as the cultural cap-
ital of Iran, boasts a rich artistic heritage that
reflects its historical significance and vibrant
contemporary scene. Known for its exquisite ar-
chitecture, stunning mosques, and lush gardens,
the city serves as a canvas for various art forms,
from traditional Persian miniature painting to
modern visual arts.

The city’s numerous galleries and cultural in-
stitutions, such as the Isfahan Contemporary Art
Museum, showcase the works of both celebrated
masters and emerging artists, making it a hub
for creativity and artistic expression.

Cartoon of Day

Trump’s Decisions
Cartoonist: Fahd Bahady from Syria

Gaza poetry collection published in
English, Arabic, Russian

TEHRAN- Iran’s Institute for
Intellectual Development of Chil-
dren and Young Adults - Kanoon
has recently released three titles
from its Gaza poetry collection in
English, Arabic, and Russian.

The collection comprises three
books titled “Paper Rocket,” writ-
ten by Zahra Aragi and illustrat-
ed by Mahshid Darabi; “You Will
Laugh Again,” penned by Tayyebeh
Shamani and illustrated by Ba-
hareh Khodami; and “The House
Stands,” authored by Monireh
Hashemi and illustrated by Neda
Asgari, all printed in the three
languages.

The English translations of
the three titles were complet-
ed by Shahryar Fasih, with the
Arabic versions translated by
Yasser Zanganeh and Moj-
deh Pakseresht, while Tahereh
Ghamarpour handled the Russian
translations.

In “Paper Rocket,” “You Will
Laugh Again” and “The House
Stands,” the poets poignantly re-
flect on the plight of Palestinian
children and the tragic events in
Gaza through lyrical prose.

“Paper Rocket” and “You Will
Laugh Again” are published in a
small format for children over
the age of seven, while and “The
House Stands,” is available in a

larger format for readers over the
age of twelve.

Since the October 7, 2023, and
following the Israeli attacks, the
lives of countless Gazan children
have been forever altered by vio-
lence and trauma.

Tragically, over 18,000 children
have lost their lives in the fight-
ing, making up a significant por-
tion of the overall death toll of
about 47,000 Palestinians.

The bombardment has not only
claimed lives but has also left
many children severely injured.
With at least 110,265 reported in-
juries and thousands of children
requiring life-altering rehabilita-
tion, the impact on their futures
is profound.

Hospitals and clinics are over-
whelmed, and access to adequate
medical care is often non-exis-
tent due to the blockade and de-
struction of infrastructure.

The UN reports that nearly two
million people in Gaza, including
countless children, are internally
displaced and reliant on inad-
equate shelters and dwindling
supplies.

Without urgent intervention,
generations of children may grow
up knowing only anguish, dis-
placement, and loss, while their
stories of resilience and survival
go largely unheard.

Four Iranian short films to vie at BUFF
International Film Festival

TEHRAN-Four short films from
Iran will participate in the 42nd
BUFF International Film Festival that
is set to be held from March 15 to 21
in Malmo, Sweden.

The Iranian participants include
“Glory of the Meadow” directed by
Nima Shamsaei, “The Cocoon and
Butterfly” by Mohammad Salehine-
zhad Dehaki, “Princess Azadeh” by
Shahnam Sojoudizadeh, and “Inside
the Skin” by Shafagh Abosaba and
Maryam Mahdiye, Honaronline re-
ported.

The story of “Glory of the Mead-
ow” takes place in a small village,
where 12-year-old Cyrus discovers a
bullet hole in the wall. It is a tough
time for the family, and Cyrus does
everything he can to keep them to-
gether.

“The Cocoon and Butterfly” de-
picts Seven-year-old Parvaneh who

Glory
of the meadow

lives in the countryside in northern
Iran. She has a disability that pre-
vents her from attending school.
The neighbor boy cannot accept this
injustice and decides to help her.

In “Princess Azadeh,” 13-year-old
Azadeh is smuggled over the bor-
der from Afghanistan to Iran. She

dreams of a brighter future, but her
grandfather has other plans for her.
A griping film about modern slavery
and the constant struggle for free-
dom and justice.

“Inside the Skin” shows teenage
football player Ali who is preparing
for an important match while trying
to keep a secret hidden. However,
when Hamed finds out about it, the
path ahead of Ali becomes shrouded
in doubt.

BUFF International Film Festival is
an international children and youth
film festival in Malmo, Sweden, held
annually in March. It is a member
of the European Children’s Film As-
sociation (ECFA). Founded in 1984,
the festival has been the most im-
portant screening window for films
for children and young people in the
Nordics. During the festival, prizes
are awarded in several categories.

BUFF is a film festival that suits
everyone. It brings the latest films
from all over the world to Malmo -
films that might otherwise never be
screened in Sweden. BUFF strives
to be the party of the year for both
young and old cineasts and to give
the audience a cinematic experience
that makes them return to the cinema
again and again.

BUFF Film Festival is a meeting
place for professionals who work
with films for a young audience.
Raising the voice for films aimed
at a young audience is important in
many aspects.

BUFF wants to be an arena where
we raise questions about access to
good films for children and young
people and the necessity of creating
good conditions for the production,
distribution, and screening of films
for a young audience.

One prize for Iran at Florence Film Awards

TEHRAN-The Iranian feature film
“A Woman With A Wooden Chariot”
has won an award at the latest edi-
tion of the Florence Film Awards.

IMDb qualifier's Florence Film
Awards is an international monthly
film festival.

For its February edition, the Ira-
nian filmmaker Khodadad Jalali
has won Best Director award for
his feature film “A Woman With A

Wooden Chariot,” ILNA reported.

A production of 2024, the
117-minute drama is about philos-
ophy students Arash and Bahman,
who travel to a remote village for
research. In that idyllic rural town,
Arash falls in love with Setareh.

Their love story spans decades,
battling through a coma, a quest
for healing, and the transcendence
of time, revealing a profound explo-

ration of love’s power over reality.

The cast includes Mohammad
Reza Foroutan, Pouria Poursorkh,
Hossein Soleimani, Samaneh Nasri,
Fariba Motamed, Ghasem Zare, and
Mehri Al Agha among others.

With his previous films, Jalali
won Best Director award at both
the Cannes Mediterranean Film
Festival and the Helsinki Festival.

Florence Film Awards is a month-
ly and annual international film fes-
tival.

Aselection of short films will be
screened every month in Florence
at the Immagina Film School.

Each month, the jury awards the
best films through private screen-
ings. Submission guarantees you to
participate in both the monthly and
annual editions.

Glasgow Film Theatre urged to show solidarity
with Palestine in open letter

Charity-run cinema The Glasgow Film The-
atre (GFT) has been urged by campaign group
Art Workers for Palestine Scotland (AWFPS) to
show solidarity with the Palestinian people in
an open letter.

Published Monday, February 17, the letter
now has over 600 signatures from artists,
actors, film workers, and audience members
calling on the GFT to support Palestine and
adhere to Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) policy and endorse the Palestinian Cam-
paign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of
Israel (PACBI).

PACBI has been endorsed by over 150 orga-
nizations in Scotland, including 19 film organi-
zations, collectives, and festivals.

AWFPS have said that endorsing PACBI is
the “most meaningful” way that Scottish cul-
tural organizations can contribute to social
change.

The letter comes after a recent call from
nearly 70 Palestinian filmmakers to use film

as a medium to speak out against genocide
and the “erasure, racism and censorship that
enable it”

In their letter, AWFPS made the following
concessions: “Remove Barclays adverts that
play prior to some film screenings. Barclays
is directly complicit by investing billions in
weapons companies arming Israel’s genocide”.

“Endorse the Palestinian Campaign for the
Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PAC-
Bl) and refuse to collaborate with complicit
Israeli cultural institutions”.

“Develop and implement a wider BDS policy
around GFT’s commercial activities, including
hospitality and advertising, (..) This includes
a commitment to removing and replacing Co-
ca-Cola from the GFT bar”

Among signatories were the British-Pal-
estinian University of Glasgow Rector, Dr.
Ghassan Abu-Sittah, and the entire GFT Unite
Hospitality branch, who voted unanimously in
support of the letter and its demands.

A spokesperson for the GFT Unite Hospital-
ity branch said: “Our branch puts our entire
support behind AWFPS’s open letter, with a
unanimous vote of support from our Front of
House and Cleaning staff.

“Our members are enthusiastic about im-
plementing this policy in our workplace and
contributing to the global movement against
genocide, apartheid, and oppression.”

GFT had previously shown solidarity for
Ukraine as they pulled Russian films from the
Glasgow Film Festival following the invasion
of Ukraine in 2022.

AWFPS have said that this shows a histor-
ical precedent at GFT for the boycott of films
produced in countries deemed as oppressors.

In a statement, a GFT spokesperson said:
“The letter from Art Workers for Palestine has
been forwarded to the Glasgow Film Board
who will review it through our internal proce-
dures.”
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