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Genocide against Gazans 
goes on unabated 

By Wesam Bahrani 
TEHRAN – Dozens have been killed and injured, 

including women and children, amid relentless Israeli 
airstrikes on the Gaza Strip. 

The Civil Defense in Gaza has reported fatalities 
and injuries resulting from Israeli attacks on multiple 
locations across the densely populated coastal enclave.

In the early hours of Monday, 19 Palestinians, including 
women and children, were killed in intense Israeli 
airstrikes on residential neighborhoods in northern Gaza, 
part of an ongoing months-long escalation.

Mahmoud Basal, spokesperson for the Civil Defense, 
also reported that rescue teams recovered 15 bodies and 
10 injured individuals from the rubble of three apartments 
in a multi-story residential building northwest of Gaza 
City. 

The building was directly struck by three missiles while 
residents were asleep, and no prior warning was issued.

Basal also confirmed that four people were killed and 
another four wounded in a strike on a family home in Beit 
Lahia. 

Shiite duo wins Beirut 
southern suburb elections

By Sondoss Al Asaad 

BEIRUT — With a voter turnout of 44.59% and in an 
environment of excellent security and competitiveness, 
the Lebanese government successfully organized the 
first round of municipal and mayoral elections in Mount 
Lebanon Governorate. 

The municipal elections will be held in four stages 
during the current month, covering all Lebanese 
governorates. This comes amidst an escalation in tensions 
surrounding Lebanon, particularly in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and Syria.

The elections, held for the first time in nine years, 
followed repeated postponements since 2016. It is 
obviously a test for political factions to determine the 
extent of their popular representation ahead of the major 
parliamentary elections in May 2026, which will be pivotal 
to the Lebanese political life.

In various municipalities in Beirut’s southern suburb 
(Dahiyeh), a Hezbollah stronghold in Mount Lebanon 
Governorate, Hezbollah and the Amal Movement, aka the Shiite 
duo, won unopposed under the “Development and Loyalty List”.

The deepening security 
dilemma facing Israel

By Shahin Radfar 

TEHRAN - The Sunday missile strike by Yemen’s 
Ansarallah movement on Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport marks 
a significant and alarming breach of security inside Israel.

The attack showed Israel’s vulnerability more than ever 
before, proving that the region is entering a new stage. 
Now, Israel should lick its wounds. The ripple effects of 
the attack will continue to resonate across the occupied 
Palestinian territories for many years.  

The missile, identified as a hypersonic ballistic type, 
struck within the airport’s restricted area near Terminal 
3, injuring eight individuals and temporarily halting flight 
operations.

This incident is unprecedented in both scale and 
audacity. Despite multiple interception attempts, Israel’s 
advanced multi-layered missile defense system—including 
the U.S.-supplied THAAD and Arrow interceptors—failed to 
neutralize the incoming threat. This failure raises serious 
questions about Israel’s defensive readiness against new-
generation missiles.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (center left) and Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif (center right) pictured with officials during Araghchi’s visit to Islamabad, May 5, 2025.

Pezeshkian 
reaffirms national 
unity as top priority 
in meeting with 
Assembly of Experts 

TEHRAN – Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian emphasized national unity as a 
top priority during a meeting with members 
of the Assembly of Experts.

He stated he would avoid any actions that 
could be exploited by the country’s enemies 
or question the revolution’s integrity. “If I 
feel that an action would undermine national 
unity, I will not do it,” Pezeshkian asserted, 
underscoring his commitment to safeguard-
ing the nation’s solidarity.  Page 2

Iran unveils cutting-
edge missile, says 
U.S. bases are 
targets if attacked

TEHRAN — Iran unveiled its latest domes-
tically developed ballistic missile, the Qasem 
Basir, on Sunday, as Defense Minister Briga-
dier General Aziz Nasirzadeh issued a stark 
warning to the United States and the Israeli 
regime: “We hold no animosity toward neigh-
boring states, but U.S. bases are our targets 
if war is imposed on us.”

The Qasem Basir, an upgraded solid-fuel 
missile derived from Iran’s Shahid Haj Qa-
ssem platform, boasts a range of at least 
1,200 kilometers (745 miles) and is designed 
to evade advanced missile defense sys-
tems like the U.S.-made THAAD and Patriot. 
Named in honor of Iran’s revered martyred 
General Qasem Soleimani, both missile sys-
tems carry his name.  Page 3

Yemen support for 
Palestine motivated 
by solidarity, not 
Iranian direction: 
foreign ministry 

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Ministry has firm-
ly rejected allegations that it is behind the 
recent actions by Yemen’s Resistance move-
ment Ansarullah, calling the claims “base-
less” and “an insult” to the Yemeni people.

In a statement on Sunday, the ministry 
condemned the United States for attributing 
Yemeni operations in support of Palestine to 
the Islamic Republic, arguing that such accu-
sations are an attempt to deflect attention 
from what it called the “genocide” being car-
ried out by Israel in Gaza.  Page 2

Pre-mortem vs. 
post-mortem: How 
US foreign policy 
keeps repeating its 
mistakes with Iran

By Jafar Yaghoubi

TEHRAN – There is a fine line between in-
telligence and wisdom. Smart people solve 
problems; wise people, however, steer 
clear of them. While nation-states, like the 
U.S., are deemed to be smart in pursuit of 
their interests, civilization-states, such as 
Iran, can better be understood as wise. 

Although driven by national and secu-
rity interests, Iranian diplomacy and U.S. 
foreign policy operate within fundamen-
tally different paradigms—one prioritiz-
ing endurance and strategic patience, the 
other pursuing interventionism and prob-
lem-solving at any cost, mostly borne by 
others! The result of this obsessive prob-
lem-solving has been a history of miscon-
ceptions,  Page 2
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Araghchi in Islamabad as 
Pakistan-India Tensions Swell

 Page 2

Top diplomat says both nations are ‘friends’ to Iran

China envoy: 
An outstanding 
media 
representative, 
Tehran Times is 
both an active 
participant and a 
strong promoter 
of dialogue 
among countries

Foreign ministry 
spokesman: 

Tehran Times 
is a forward-

looking media 
outlet and a 

true partner in 
advancing Iran’s 
diplomatic goals 

and global image

The Tehran Times celebrates 
46th year of publication in 

Tehran ceremony



By Mona Hojat Ansari 
TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Min-

ister Abbas Araghchi arrived 
in Islamabad on Monday, as he 
attempts to mediate between 
Pakistan and India, whose re-
lations have steadily declined 
since last month.

“Today, our trip to Pakistan 
had three main goals,” Aragh-
chi told reporters after meeting 
with his Pakistani counterpart, 
Muhammad Ishaq Dar. “First, 
we wanted to get a clear un-
derstanding of the current sit-
uation in the region, especially 
regarding the ongoing develop-
ments between India and Paki-
stan.”

The top diplomat said that 
both Pakistan and India are 
“friendly nations” to Iran, and 
that he was eager to hear Pa-
kistan’s perspective on the cur-
rent situation before heading to 
India. 

A deadly terrorist attack in 
the disputed Himalayan region 
of Pahalgam, killing 26 tourists, 
became a new point of conten-
tion between the two neighbors 
on April 22. India has blamed 
Pakistan for the attack, but Pa-

kistan has rejected the accusa-
tions. That brought about a dip-
lomatic flare-up and exchanges 
of small arms fire across the 
border in Kashmir, with Paki-
stan now saying it is awaiting 
an incursion by India. 

Concerned about the poten-
tial repercussions of escalat-
ing tensions between the two 
South Asian countries, Iranian 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
spoke by phone with leaders in 

Islamabad and New Delhi last 
month, urging restraint and of-
fering Tehran’s mediation ser-
vices. Iran’s close proximity and 
ties to both nations make it vul-
nerable to any potential military 
fallout.

In addition to addressing the 
regional tensions, Araghchi’s 
discussions in Pakistan also 
focused on strengthening bilat-
eral ties. “[During this trip], we 
aimed to discuss and strength-

en our bilateral relations with 
Pakistan, particularly in politi-
cal, economic, and cultural ar-
eas. We discussed these topics 
and look forward to continuing 
our discussions in future meet-
ings,” the foreign minister told 
reporters.

For his part, Pakistan’s Ishaq 
Dar affirmed the strong his-
torical, cultural, and religious 
bonds between Tehran and Is-
lamabad, emphasizing the need 
to expand cooperation in key 
areas including trade, energy, 
border security, and regional 
connectivity.

Araghchi also brought up 
the latest developments in the 
indirect negotiations between 
Tehran and Washington during 
his high-level exchanges. Iran 
and the U.S. have held three 
rounds of discussions mediated 
by Oman in April, with the aim 
of creating a new agreement 
on Iran’s nuclear program fol-
lowing U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s withdrawal from the 
original agreement in 2018. Ira-
nian officials have been briefing 
their allies on the progress of 
these talks since they began.

Farhikhtegan analyzed the ambiguity sur-
rounding the negotiations between Iran and 
the United States and said: The indirect nego-
tiations between Iran and the United States 
are now in a state of ambiguity; they cannot 
be considered a failure, nor have they reached 
a tangible result. Recent developments in the 
White House have marginalized optimistic 
predictions of an imminent agreement and 
show that Washington is not only not seek-
ing an early lifting of sanctions, but is also 
pushing the negotiations toward a more 
complicated direction by raising non-nucle-
ar issues, such as accusations against Iran 
about regional development. Meanwhile, 
the enthusiasm of some domestic analysts 
about the possibility of an agreement could 
lead to unrealistic expectations by the public 
and weaken the position of the Iranian nego-
tiating team against the American side. The 
statements of Seyyed Abbas Araghchi after 
the third round of talks in Oman, which em-
phasized Iran’s cautious approach, as well 
as the statement of the Foreign Ministry, 
which was written after the imposition of a 
new round of sanctions regarding “suspicion 
about America’s seriousness,” are a warning 
against this premature optimism. This sit-
uation shows that the talks are shrouded in 
ambiguity, and any definitive assessment, 
whether optimistic or pessimistic, requires 
greater precision.

Etemad: JCPOA talks faced less hurdles 
In a note, Etemad discussed the change 

in the current condition of the nuclear talks 
compared to the negotiations that led to the 
JCPOA in 2015. The newspaper said: It should 
be noted that the current situation of Iran, the 
United States, the region, and the world has 
completely changed compared to the time of 
the negotiations and the JCPOA agreement. 
In the region, apart from Israel, no other ene-
my for Iran and the agreement can be imag-
ined. Competitions of this kind cause most 
of the prominent countries surrounding Iran 
neither want to increase Iran’s tension with 
others, especially the United States, nor favor 
a comprehensive solution to the foreign pol-
icy issues of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The 
current America is different from the Amer-
ica of the Obama era, Europe is in a weak-
ened position, and Israel is equally or more 
anti-Iran. Also, limiting Trump’s authority to 
effectively lift sanctions, increasing non-nu-
clear sanctions, and the imminent snapback 
are some of the topics ahead. Therefore, we 
cannot expect a sudden opening. Perhaps it 

would be better for Iran itself to craft a set of 
proposals so that the initiative does not fall 
into the hands of American or Israeli think 
tanks and institutes to contain Iran or sabo-
tage the negotiations.

Vatan-e-Emrooz:  Chabahar is a strategic 
port

Vatan-e-Emrooz examined the importance 
of Chabahar Port and wrote: Chabahar Port 
has a special place in Iran’s economic and 
trade strategies. The importance of this port 
is evident not only domestically but also re-
gionally and internationally. It has a high ca-
pacity to become an international transit and 
trade hub. Chabahar Port, as an important 
trade gateway, can play a key role in inter-
national corridors. The port is considered a 
center for the transit of goods between Cen-
tral Asian and South Asian countries and can 
turn Iran into one of the main regional trade 
routes. Trilateral agreements between Iran, 
India, and Afghanistan indicate the impor-
tance of this port in strengthening regional 
cooperation and attracting foreign invest-
ments. Maximum use of Chabahar Port’s ca-
pacities will not only lead to the development 
of trade but also will have an impact on the 
promotion of Iran’s political and diplomatic 
relations with regional countries and other 
influential players, such as India and Russia. 
These interactions create an appropriate in-
frastructure for economic partnerships and 
sustainable security in the region.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: Achieving a formula 
on nuclear enrichment is possible

In an interview with Rahman Ghahreman-
pour, a senior researcher on international af-
fairs, Donya-e-Eqtesad discussed the post-
ponement of negotiations between Iran and 
the United States. He said: Today, there are 
two issues; if the United States wants to limit 
the talks to the nuclear issue, it is not impos-
sible to reach an agreement on Iran’s nuclear 
enrichment. Some technical solutions can be 
found that will allow Iran to enrich uranium 
to 3.67% and give the United States a peace 
of mind. Of course, we still do not know 
whether the United States wants to limit the 
talks to the nuclear issue or raise missile and 
regional issues as well. If other issues are 
raised, there is a possibility that the negoti-
ations will end in a deadlock. If both the U.S. 
and Iran agree to limit the talks to the nuclear 
issue and not seek a comprehensive agree-
ment, it is possible to find ways to resolve the 
enrichment issue.

TEHRAN – Iran’s Foreign Ministry has firm-
ly rejected allegations that it is behind the 
recent actions by Yemen’s Resistance move-
ment Ansarullah, calling the claims “base-
less” and “an insult” to the Yemeni people.

In a statement on Sunday, the ministry 
condemned the United States for attributing 
Yemeni operations in support of Palestine to 
the Islamic Republic, arguing that such accu-
sations are an attempt to deflect attention 
from what it called the “genocide” being car-
ried out by Israel in Gaza.

“These are independent decisions made 
by a proud and resilient people in solidarity 
with their Palestinian brothers and sisters,” 
the ministry said, emphasizing that linking 
them to Iran is “a misleading narrative aimed 
at covering up the failures and crimes of the 
Zionist regime.”

The statement went on to denounce the 
U.S. military presence and operations in Ye-
men, accusing Washington of violating inter-
national law by launching attacks on civilian 
infrastructure under the pretext of defending 
Israel.

Iran reiterated its long-standing position 
on respecting the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of nations and warned that contin-
ued U.S. aggression in Yemen and support for 
Israel’s actions in Gaza threaten the stability 

of the wider West Asia region and the Red Sea.

The ministry also warned against recent 
threats made by U.S. and Israeli officials to-
ward Iran, stating that the Islamic Republic 
will not hesitate to defend its national inter-
ests and security. Tehran said it holds both 
Washington and Tel Aviv fully responsible for 
any consequences arising from their actions.

Since March 15, the administration of US 
President Donald Trump has launched daily 
airstrikes on Yemen and claims to have struck 
more than 1,000 targets in the Arab country.

The campaign aims to halt the Yemeni mil-
itary’s strikes on Israeli and Israeli-linked 
vessels in Red Sea shipping lanes as well as 
their operations that have been hitting tar-
gets deep within the occupied Palestinian 
territories.

TEHRAN – Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian empha-
sized national unity as a top 
priority during a meeting with 
members of the Assembly of 
Experts.

He stated he would avoid any 
actions that could be exploit-
ed by the country’s enemies 
or question the revolution’s 
integrity. “If I feel that an ac-
tion would undermine national 
unity, I will not do it,” Pezeshki-
an asserted, underscoring his 
commitment to safeguarding 
the nation’s solidarity. 

He further clarified his un-
willingness to engage in any 
activity that could disrupt the 
country’s stability, highlighting 

his dedication to preserving the 
existing political order.

Since assuming office in 
2024, unity has been a central 
theme in Pezeshkian’s public 
pronouncements. Reports in-
dicate that Pezeshkian enjoys 
a positive working relationship 
with other branches of the Ira-
nian government, fostering an 
environment of cooperation 
and dialogue. The president 
holds routine weekly meetings 
with Iran’s Parliament Speak-
er and Judiciary Chief, and also 
maintains close ties with the 
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei. 

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Min-
istry Spokesman Esmail Baqaei 
stated Monday that the decision 
to postpone indirect nuclear ne-
gotiations with the U.S. followed a 
proposal by Oman, the mediating 
party, and was agreed upon by all 
three sides.

“We have heard many claims,” 
Baqaei said during his weekly press 
briefing, adding that “warmonger-
ing factions and anti-diplomacy 
forces within and outside the U.S., 
centered on the Zionist regime, 
have made extraordinary efforts in 
recent weeks to disrupt the talks.”

Baqaei emphasized that Tehran 
prioritizes the “official stance” of 

the American negotiating del-
egation, urging Washington to 
“demonstrate internal cohesion” 
and adopt “reasonable, logical, and 
realistic positions.”

The spokesman reiterated Iran’s 
“unchanging position over the past 
20 years,” stressing its commit-
ment to a peaceful nuclear pro-
gram.

He affirmed Tehran’s readiness 
for “confidence-building mea-
sures” to address concerns raised 
by other parties, while dismissing 
objections as “unfounded pre-
texts.” Baqaei concluded, “This 
stance has been non-negotiable.”
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Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (L) meets with Pakistani 
counterpart in Islamabad on May 5, 2025.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail  
Baqaei during a press conference on May 5, 2025.

TEHRAN PAPERS

Yemen support for Palestine motivated by 
solidarity, not Iranian direction: foreign ministry 

Pezeshkian reaffirms national unity 
as top priority in meeting with 

Assembly of Experts 

Iran reaffirms unchanging stance 
as US talks delayed at Oman’s 

suggestion

Ambiguity in the negotiations; 
neither failure nor agreement

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Araghchi in Islamabad as  
Pakistan-India tensions swell

Top diplomat says both nations are “friends” to Iran

From page 1    unilateral decisions, and 
diplomatic miscalculations that too often 
culminate in post-mortem regret rather than 
pre-mortem foresight. If the United States 
seeks true engagement with Iran, it must 
first recognize the limitations of its habitual 
approach and, for once, avoid imposing uni-
laterally, be it sanctions or solutions!

The prevalent mode of action in U.S. for-
eign policy is something like: identifying a 
perceived crisis, formulating an interven-
tionist solution, and executing it under the 
assumption of rapid-fire problem-solving. 
The history of the last two decades teaches 
us that this approach has repeatedly failed, 
often contributing to exacerbating the orig-
inal crisis rather than resolving it.

More than two decades of war and occu-
pation in Afghanistan and Iraq proved the 
limits of U.S. military and diplomatic power. 

Have they learnt from the past? Hardly! The 
West Asia region is far worse off now than it 
was before the U.S. invasion. The same vein of 
thought is still vibrant and pulsating within 
certain foreign policy circles in the West; the 
dogmatic obstinacy that prefers wiping the 
problems off rather than finding a solution.

In contrast, Iran has mastered diplomat-
ic endurance, relying on historical wisdom 

rather than knee-jerk reactions. Its strat-
egy in navigating hostile policies—be it 
sanctions, military threats, or covert opera-
tions—demonstrates a deep understanding 
of long-term survival. While the U.S. seeks 
rapid resolutions, Iran plays the long game, 
absorbing pressures, recalibrating respons-
es, and waiting for the right moment to act in 
pursuit of its legitimate interests.

Iran-U.S. diplomacy is not merely a trans-
actional affair as Trump sees it; it is an 
ideological clash between intervention-
ist problem-solving and long-term avoid-
ance-endurance strategy. If the nuclear issue 
is merely an agenda item for the U.S. admin-
istration, it represents a civilizational matter 
from the Iranian perspective, an inalienable 
right. 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Pre-mortem vs. post-mortem: How US foreign 
 policy keeps repeating its mistakes with Iran



TEHRAN – The Tehran Times, Iran’s 
oldest English-language newspaper, 
celebrated its 46th anniversary on 
Monday afternoon in a ceremony 
attended by foreign ambassadors, 
media executives, and senior cultural 
officials in Tehran.

The event highlighted the news-
paper’s legacy as a voice for the Is-
lamic Republic in the international 
arena and a trusted source of inde-
pendent reporting on regional and 
global issues.

In attendance were the ambassa-
dors of the People’s Republic of China 
and the Republic of Iraq, the Second 
Secretary of the Embassy of India, 
the Cultural Attaché of the Embas-
sy of Japan, and a representative of 
the Embassy of the Russian Feder-
ation—reflecting the Tehran Times’ 
broad diplomatic engagement and 
international recognition.

 Tehran Times a voice of justice in 
global media: China’s envoy

Speaking at the ceremony, His 
Excellency Mr. Cong Peiwu, the Chi-
nese Ambassador to Iran, hailed the 
Tehran Times as a respected insti-
tution that has remained faithful to 
its founding mission for over four 
decades.

“Over the past 46 years, it has 
always adhered to its founding mis-
sion and the principles of objective 
and fair reporting,” he said. “It has 
vividly introduced Iran’s develop-
ment achievements and unique cul-
tural charm with warm and engag-
ing writing, and deeply interpreted 
regional and international hotspots 
from an independent and discerning 

perspective.”
The ambassador also emphasized 

the paper’s role in advancing media 
diplomacy and inter-civilizational 
understanding:

“As an outstanding representa-
tive of Iranian media, Tehran Times 
is both an active participant and a 
strong promoter of dialogue among 
countries. Through comprehensive 
and in-depth reporting, it has shown 
the world an Iran committed to mul-
tilateral cooperation and shared de-
velopment.”

Highlighting the challenge of ris-
ing protectionism in global trade, the 
envoy praised Tehran Times for its 
critical analysis: “Your recent opinion 
pieces, which deeply analyze the im-
pact of protectionism on developing 
countries, fully demonstrate that the 
media are not only recorders of the 
times but also guardians of fairness 
and justice. Your voice represents 
the just voice of the international 
community.”

He concluded by calling for stron-
ger media ties between Iran and Chi-
na, especially following the recent 
signing of a cooperation agreement 
between Mehr Media Group and Chi-
na’s Xinhua News Agency: “Standing 
at this new historical starting point, 
let us join hands, using media as a 
bond and civilizations as bridges, to 
jointly spread positive energy and 
promote mutual understanding.”

 Tehran Times a diplomatic ally 
in the media: foreign ministry 
spokesman

Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei described the Tehran 

Times as a “forward-looking” pub-
lication, not a remnant of the past: 
“This is clearly reflected in the con-
tent it publishes every day. I extend 
my congratulations and appreciation 
to all the dear colleagues at Tehran 
Times.”

He thanked the outlet for being a 
“steadfast partner in advancing the 
country’s diplomatic objectives and 
in presenting an accurate and genu-
ine image of our beloved homeland.”

 Tehran Times an enduring media 
institution: managing director

Dr. Mohammad-Mehdi Rahma-
ti, Managing Director of the Tehran 
Times, said the event was more than 
a newspaper anniversary—it was a 
tribute to the institutional presence 
of a revolutionary media outlet.

“We are not just celebrating the 
anniversary of a media outlet, but 
honoring the enduring presence of 
a media institution that emerged 
from the developments of the Islam-
ic Revolution and became the first 
English-language newspaper in the 
country.”

He emphasized that the spirit of 
solidarity among the Tehran Times 
staff is what truly sets it apart.

 Tehran Times voice for the truth 
and the oppressed: Hojjatoleslam 
Qomi 

Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Qomi, 
head of the Islamic Development Or-
ganization, praised the newspaper’s 
dedication to truth and its steadfast 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

“The Tehran Times began as the 
voice of the Iranian people to the 

world—and that movement contin-
ues,” he said. “Its success lies in the 
unwavering loyalty of individuals 
committed to truth and justice.”

“Tehran Times reports” archival 
exhibit opens

As part of the anniversary celebra-
tion, the Tehran Times inaugurated a 
new exhibition titled “As Reported by 
Tehran Times,” displaying historical 
front pages and rare archival mate-
rials from the past four decades. 

Editor-in-Chief Mohammad Sarfi 
said the exhibit aimed to showcase 
“exclusive and captivating pages” 
from the newspaper’s rich history. 
“If the Tehran Times is heard today, 
it is thanks to the dedication of our 
newsroom colleagues,” he noted.

 TV BRICS CEO extends congratu-
lations to Tehran Times

Additionally, in a written mes-
sage addressed to Tehran Times, 
Ms. Janna Tolstikova, CEO of the TV 
BRICS International Media Network, 
congratulated the newspaper on its 
46th anniversary and praised the 
long-standing partnership between 
the two media organizations:

“Our partnership has been a shin-
ing example of successful media co-
operation, strengthening the bonds 
between Russia and Iran through the 
regular exchange of content and the 
promotion of shared perspectives,” 
she noted.

“May the Tehran Times’s legacy 
of professionalism and integrity 
endure for many more years, con-
tributing to the growing friendship 
between our countries.”

From Page 1   Nasirzadeh em-
phasized its precision and resil-
ience during a televised interview, 
stating, “This missile is immune 
to electronic warfare, does not 
rely on GPS, and can identify spe-
cific targets among decoys with 
pinpoint accuracy, deviating less 
than one meter in final tests.”

The unveiling follows weeks of 
heightened rhetoric from Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv. U.S. Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth recent-
ly recklessly threatened Iran on 
social media: “We see your lethal 
support to the Houthis. You will 
pay the CONSEQUENCE at the 
time and place of our choosing.”

Nasirzadeh condemned Wash-
ington’s “hypocritical” stance, es-
pecially as U.S. officials continued 
ramping up their rhetoric even 
while Oman-mediated nuclear 
talks between Iran and the U.S. 
proceeded, noting, “U.S. officials 
claim they seek dialogue while 
simultaneously threatening mili-

tary action.”

“Speaking to Iran with the lan-
guage of threats is futile,” the de-
fense minister asserted.

President Donald Trump has 
reiterated threats to “bomb 
Iran” unless the nation accepts 
a nuclear deal that aligns with 
his preferences, while the Israe-

li regime’s Benjamin Netanyahu 
claimed to retaliate against Iran 
for an Ansarallah missile strike 
near Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion Airport, 
saying, “Attacks from the Houthis 
ultimately emanate from Iran.”

Nasirzadeh dismissed these 
accusations, asserting Yemen’s 
Ansarallah movement acts inde-

pendently: “The U.S. must stop 
fabricating crises. Yemen’s deci-
sions are its own.”

“The U.S. and the Israeli regime 
speak the language of threats, but 
they must learn that Iran does not 
bow to intimidation,” the defense 
minister stated. “Any aggression 
will meet decisive retaliation.”

Iran’s proven retaliatory 
prowess

During his interview, the Ira-
nian general referenced Iran’s 
True Promise I and True Promise 
II operations—large-scale missile 
and drone strikes against Israeli 
military sites in April and October 
2024.

These operations, which tar-
geted Israel’s critical military in-
frastructure such as Nevatim and 
Tel Nof Airbases, demonstrated 
Iran’s ability to penetrate the re-
gime’s vaunted Iron Dome and 
Arrow defenses.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Skocic’s masterclass 
leads Tractor to 
historic PGPL 
triumph
TEHRAN - Dragan Skocic orchestrates Trac-

tor’s maiden league title, ending years of antici-
pation in Tabriz, as relegation drama unfolds in a 
captivating PGPL week.

The 28th week of the Persian Gulf Pro League 
(PGPL) delivered a thrilling spectacle, punctuat-
ed by a flurry of goals and the decisive outcomes 
in both the championship race and the battle 
against relegation.

In a momentous achievement, Tractor em-
phatically secured their first-ever Persian Gulf 
Pro League title with two matches to spare. The 
passionate supporters in Tabriz erupted in cele-
bration as their beloved team finally reached the 
pinnacle of Iranian football. This triumph marks 
the end of a long-awaited dream for Tractor, a 
club that have invested heavily over the years. 
This season, their strategic signings proved par-
ticularly astute, none more so than the appoint-
ment of Skocic as head coach.

The composed and calm Croatian tactician has 
once again demonstrated his prowess in Iranian 
football, masterminding Tractor’s historic title win.

Skocic’s clever transfer dealings, bringing in 
perhaps lesser-known but highly effective for-
eign players, were instrumental in their success.

 Despite initial controversies surrounding 
the signings of former Persepolis players such 
as Alireza Beiranvand, Mehdi Torabi, Danial Es-
maeilifar, and Shoja Khalilzadeh, these players 
delivered outstanding performances, playing a 
crucial role in Tractor’s title-winning campaign.

A key factor in Tractor’s dominance was their 
remarkable team unity, fostered despite the 
presence of several high-profile players. A con-
sistent starting lineup coupled with tactical 
flexibility made Tractor a formidable and unpre-
dictable opponent under Skocic’s guidance. The 
PGPL trophy made its journey from Qazvin to Ta-
briz, ensuring jubilant celebrations for Tractor’s 
devoted fanbase.

Meanwhile, at the other end of the table, Ha-
vadar’s fate was sealed as they bid farewell to 
the Pro League and will compete in the Azadegan 
League next season. Nassaji Mazandaran also 
saw their survival hopes dwindle significantly, 
making them strong candidates for the second 
relegation spot, although a slim mathematical 
chance remains.

Adding another layer of intrigue to the week 
was Esteghlal’s commanding 5-1 win over Alu-
minum under the guidance of Mojtaba Jabari. 
Their emphatic victory has potentially compli-
cated the club’s managerial decisions for the 
upcoming season, as Jabari’s impact has been 
transformative, suggesting a possible reconsid-
eration of a coaching change.

Taremi makes a 
great contribution: 
Massimiliano Farris
TEHRAN – Inter Milan football team coach 

Massimiliano Farris lauded their Iranian winger 
Mehdi Taremi.

Taremi played against Barcelona as Lautaro’s 
replacement in the match ended 3-3 in UEFA 
Champions League. 

“The match against Barcelona will require lots 
of concentration, we might need to cut the opposi-
tion’s time on the ball a bit, it’s sometimes needed 
against these great sides because it can relieve the 
pressure, we need the win and we will try to win,” 
Farris said in an interview with Inter Milan website. 

“Taremi? He’s a player we know well and made 
a great contribution in the game the other night. If 
Lautaro doesn’t make it, there’ll be space for another 
forward and he is one of the candidates,” he added. 

Mohammadpour: 
Mirjalili is the 
world’s best 
goalkeeper
TEHRAN – Iran beach soccer player Movahed 

Mohammadpour says that their goalkeeper Me-

hdi Mirjalili is the best in the world.

Mirjalili has played a key role in two matches 
against Mauritania and Paraguay. 

“Mirjalili is the best goalkeeper in the world,” 
Mohammadpour told FIFA. “He’s outstanding. We 
also have a very strong defense, we don’t allow 
opponents many chances, but when he does he 
always comes up with big saves.

“Then he’s the best with his feet. He’s really 
good at setting up plays and scoring goals. We 
have power plays when he’s on the pitch. He has 
a great understanding with the rest of the play-
ers. We link up really well. He’s a huge asset for 
Iran.”

Iran will undertake their biggest test of Sey-
chelles 2025 on Monday when they play Portu-
gal. The two-time champion scored 19 goals in 
their opening two wins, but that doesn’t faze 
Mohammadpour.

“We don’t care who is standing in front of 
us: we will go toe to toe with anyone,” said the 
30-year-old who finished as the top assister at 
the last global finals. “We will go all out to beat 
Portugal and finish top of the group. I think we 
will beat Portugal.

“We have one target at this tournament: to 
become champion. Nothing else. That’s our only 
target,” Mohammadpour concluded. 

Yazdani claims gold 
in 2025 World Youth 
Weightlifting 
TEHRAN – Hossein Yazdani of Iran snatched a 

gold medal in the 2025 World Youth and Junior 
Weightlifting Championships on Monday.

Yazdani won for Iran by lifting 144kg in snatch, 
190kg in clean and jerk and finished in first place 
for a total of 334kg in the Men +102 Youths. 

Armenian weightlifter Harutyun Hovhan-
nisyan came second on 150-173-323 and the 
bronze medal went to Ukraine’s Volodymyr 
Chmykh on 143-180-323.

The 2025 Youth & Junior World Weightlifting 
Championships were held from Apr. 30 to May 5 
in Lima, Peru. 

Limoochi undergoes 
surgery
TEHRAN – Sepahan football team winger Me-

hdi Limoochi underwent foot surgery at a hospi-
tal in Tehran on Sunday.

Limoochi, 26, sustained the injury in a match 
against Esteghlal Khuzestan in early March.

He has undergone ACL reconstruction surgery.

The 26-year-old player will be sidelined for six 
months after the surgery.

Limoochi scored nine goals for Sepahan in the 
2024-25 Iran Professional League. 

Mirjalili: We fight for 
our country
TEHRAN – Iran beach soccer goalkeeper Mehdi 

Mirjalili says that Team Melli is going to win 2025 
FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup. 

Mirjalili was one of the stars of the last FIFA 
Beach Soccer World Cup, and he’s already sizzling 
in the Seychelles. After helping Iran edge Mau-
ritania in its curtain-raiser, he was magnificent 
in a 5-1 reverse of Paraguay. His performance 
inside The Paradise Arena included two stunning 
saves and a trademark wonder goal.

“I thank Movahed (Mohammadpour) for say-
ing that I am the best goalkeeper in the world,” 
said Mirjalili. “It’s not for me to say if I’m the best. 
I train really hard. I do three sessions per day. I’m 
always trying to improve.

“I have to thank my team-mates for being able 
to score goals. They have confidence in me, and 
that enables me to try things, to attempt passes, 
to go for goal.

“Their movement is good, they get in good po-
sitions for me, free up space for me,” he added. 

“The Iranian people have their fingers crossed 
for us. We will fight for our country, for our flag, 
for our people,” Mirjalili concluded. 
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IRAN IN FOCUSIran unveils cutting-edge missile, 
says U.S. bases are targets if attacked

Iran’s domestically developed ballistic missile,  
the Qasem Basir, unveiled on May 4, 2025.

Chinese Ambassador(left) and Mohammad  
Mahdi Rahmati, Managing Editor of Tehran Times (right) 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson (right) and Iraq’s ambassador to 
Iran visit the “Tehran Times reports...” exhibition

Mohammad Reza Nowruzpour, Deputy Minister of Media and Publicity 
Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance (left) 

Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Qomi, head of the  
Islamic Development Organization 

The Tehran Times celebrates 46th year 
 of publication in Tehran ceremony



TEHRAN - The Iran-China Busi-
ness Development Forum convened 
at the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(TCCIMA), with the participation of 
China’s ambassador to Iran, the head 
of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO), the chair of the Iran-Chi-
na Parliamentary Friendship Group, 
and senior officials from the Tehran 
Chamber. 

A large number of business lead-
ers from both countries attended 
the event, where state, legislative, 
and private-sector strategies for 
deepening bilateral trade ties were 
outlined, the TCCIMA portal reported.

Opening the event, TCCIMA Head 
Mahmoud Najafi Arab welcomed Chi-
nese delegates who traveled to Iran 
for the Iran Expo. He expressed grat-
itude for the Chinese ambassador’s 
continued efforts to expand economic 
ties between the two nations.

Najafi Arab said Iran and China 
share thousands of years of cultur-
al and commercial relations, which 
have entered a new phase in recent 
decades, marked by growing part-
nerships across multiple sectors. He 
said the two countries could serve as 
a model for sustainable cooperation 
based on mutual respect in today’s 
increasingly interdependent world.

He also highlighted recent visits 
of Iranian private sector delegations 
to various Chinese provinces and ex-
hibitions, emphasizing the need to 
identify investment opportunities 
and facilitate financial exchanges. 
The Chamber, with over 140 years of 
history, is prepared to host expert 
meetings, present economic op-
portunities, support joint ventures, 
and activate professional networks 
between Iranian and Chinese busi-
nesses, he said. China’s Ambassador 
to Iran Cong Peiwu, thanked Iranian 
participants and the Tehran Cham-
ber for organizing the event. He ex-
pressed hope that the forum would 
help strengthen bilateral trade and 
economic cooperation.

Referencing the recent meeting 
between the two presidents at the 
BRICS summit in Russia, Cong said 
China is fully committed to enhanc-
ing cooperation across all sectors in 

ways that benefit both peoples.

Iran-China ties aligned with 
Iran’s Seventh Development Plan

Also speaking at the forum, Ruhol-
lah Nejabat, chair of the Iran-China 
Parliamentary Friendship Group, said 
Iran’s non-oil exports to China sur-
passed $14.8 billion last year, making 
China the largest destination for Ira-
nian goods and accounting for about 
one-quarter of Iran’s total non-oil ex-
ports. Imports from China reached ap-
proximately $19.3 billion, or 27 percent 
of Iran’s total imports, making China 
Iran’s second-largest import partner 
after the United Arab Emirates.

These figures, he said, demonstrate 
the resilience and strategic impor-
tance of Iran-China trade, even amid 
global economic slowdown, with both 
countries supplying a significant por-
tion of each other’s needs.

Nejabat noted that Iran’s Seventh 
National Development Plan empha-
sizes industrial modernization and 
attracting foreign capital and tech-
nology. He said Iran aims to upgrade 
its industries—from automotive 
and textiles to pharmaceuticals and 
medical equipment—and that this 
will be achieved more quickly with 
partners like China, now a global in-
dustrial superpower.

He added that technology trans-
fer and joint investment are two 
strategic priorities for Iran. Chinese 
firms, he said, could take advantage 
of Iran’s market size and skilled labor 
to establish production lines and ac-
cess broader regional markets.

Conversely, Iran could supply inter-

mediary goods and industrial compo-
nents needed by Chinese industries. 
Nejabat said Iran will offer special 
incentives for foreign industrial in-
vestment and provide a secure legal 
environment for Chinese companies. 
Infrastructure development—in-
cluding rail networks, highways, and 
ports—is also a priority, and many of 
these projects will require Chinese ex-
pertise and participation.

He also pointed to Iran’s largely 
untapped mining sector, including 
vast reserves of iron, copper, alumi-
num, and rare earth elements, as an 
area ripe for development and ex-
port growth.

Four trade promotion strategies 
for expanding Iran-China economic 
ties

Speaking at the forum, Moham-
mad Ali Dehghan Dehnavi, head of 
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO), outlined four key strategies 
for expanding trade with China. The 
first is technology transfer. He said 
Chinese companies have made major 
investments in research and devel-
opment, much of which has not yet 
been fully commercialized. Iran, as 
a long-time partner, seeks deeper 
collaboration in these cutting-edge 
sectors. The second strategy, he 
said, is increasing trade in high val-
ue-added goods. Currently, much of 
the bilateral trade consists of raw or 
semi-processed materials. The aver-
age value of Iran’s exports stands at 
less than $400 per ton. “We want to 
change that,” he said, calling on Chi-
nese importers to prioritize Iranian 
products with higher added value. 

He welcomed the Chinese ambassa-
dor’s praise for the competitiveness 
of Iranian nanotechnology and bio-
technology products.

The third strategy is joint produc-
tion through co-investment. Dehnavi 
said Iran offers a secure investment 
climate, with legal guarantees al-
lowing foreign investors to repatri-
ate both capital and profits. “There 
are many documented cases of in-
vestors successfully exiting after 
profitable ventures,” he said.

Iran offers highly competitive 
costs, a wide range of investment 
opportunities, and strong security 
for foreign capital, he added, ex-
pressing hope for increased joint 
ventures with Chinese firms.

The fourth strategy is mutual mar-
ket access. Dehnavi said Iran produces 
many goods that are well-suited for 
the Chinese market and that joint pro-
duction could also help both countries 
expand into third-country markets. 
“This kind of cooperation can make 
our trade ties deeper and more sus-
tainable,” he said.

TCCIMA signals full readiness to 
support Iran-China business growth

Fereydoun Vardinejad, secretary 
general of the Tehran Chamber of 
Commerce, said China had stood by 
Iran during both stable and turbu-
lent times, and that the two peoples 
share a strong emotional bond.

However, he warned that a lack of 
information exchange and mutual 
understanding of economic capaci-
ties had led to a wide gap between 
political relations and economic re-
alities. “Our ties are excellent in po-
tential but need significant work in 
practice,” he said.

Vardinejad called for a “win-win 
partnership” and proposed several 
actions: holding specialized business 
meetings, promoting bilateral trade 
missions, introducing market oppor-
tunities, ensuring trade balance, and 
supporting private-sector coopera-
tion in areas like creative industries, 
digital economy, nanotechnology, 
and biotechnology.

“These steps,” he said, “can build 
deeper and mutually beneficial ties 
between Iran and China.”

TEHRAN – Iran’s three major carmakers 
produced a total of 46,703 vehicles in the 
first Iranian calendar month of Farvardin 
(March 21-April 20), showing a modest in-
crease from 45,916 units in the same month 
last year, according to data published on the 
Codal system.

The figures, reported by IRNA, show that 
Iran Khodro (IKCO), SAIPA, and Pars Khodro 
jointly added just 787 vehicles to their year-

on-year output, reflecting a marginal 1.5 per-
cent rise. IKCO accounted for the bulk of the 
growth.

IKCO reported production of 29,107 vehi-
cles in the mentioned month, up 25 percent 
from 23,315 units in the same period last 
year—an increase of 5,986 vehicles. Howev-
er, 194 of the cars assembled this year have 
not yet entered the commercial stage.

In terms of production breakdown, IKCO 
built 9,140 Peugeot models, 7,828 Surens, 
5,349 Denas, 4,670 Taras, 1,403 Haima vehi-
cles, and 717 units of other models. 

The company did not manufacture any 
Rana models this month, while it had pro-
duced 960 of them in the same month last 
year.

On the sales side, IKCO delivered 7,449 
Peugeot vehicles, 7,828 Surens, 4,831 Denas, 
4,083 Taras, and 969 Haimas.

TEHRAN - Strengthening economic co-
operation between Iran and Afghanistan 
will contribute to regional stability and 
create a framework for sustainable part-
nerships, a senior Iranian trade official 
said on Sunday.

Payam Baqeri, deputy head of the Iran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (ICCIMA), made the comments 
at a conference on Iran-Afghanistan trade 
opportunities, emphasizing the Chamber’s 
commitment to laying the groundwork for 
enduring commercial ties between the two 
neighboring countries.

“Iran and Afghanistan can build a win-win 
partnership by leveraging their respective 
resources and capabilities,” Baqeri said. 

“Iran’s advanced industrial infrastructure 
and access to global markets, combined with 
Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fertile land, 
and young labor force, make them natural 
economic partners.”

Baqeri highlighted the shared linguistic, 
cultural, and historical bonds between the 
two countries, describing them as a strong 
foundation for economic growth, trade ex-
pansion, and durable relations. 

He added that expanding bilateral trade 
would support stability in the region and 
benefit future generations.

“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is 
positive and promising,” he said, noting that 
official data indicates a significant increase 
in trade volume between the two countries 
in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the 
Chamber’s role as a proactive facilitator of 
trade relations and strategic partnerships. 

He said the Chamber is committed to re-
solving trade barriers through dialogue with 
governments and enhancing commercial in-
teraction by expanding business networks 
and holding joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of 
joint ventures across various economic sec-
tors and said the Chamber was working with 
educational institutions to help train a skilled 
workforce in both countries.

“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-look-
ing perspective, is ready to participate in 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, mining, agri-
culture, energy, and engineering projects,” 
Baqeri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to 
serve as a model for regional cooperation: “A 
partnership grounded in shared history and a 
vision for a better future can become a last-
ing and constructive alliance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Tal-
iban-led government on April 30, Iranian 
Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh said Iran is ready to export technical 
and engineering services in agriculture to 
Afghanistan. 

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy 
agriculture minister in the meeting that the 
necessary infrastructure and capacity exist 
to transfer agricultural expertise and know-
how to Afghan professionals. 

He noted that Iran and Afghanistan share 
deep-rooted cultural and historical ties and 
continue to seek closer cooperation in vari-

ous fields.
Nouri Ghezeljeh emphasized the need to 

establish a joint committee between Iran and 
Afghanistan, based in Kabul, to advance bi-
lateral relations. 

“We must seriously pursue the expansion 
of ties between the two countries, partic-
ularly in agriculture,” he said, adding that 
cooperation agreements should be drafted 
and signed within the framework of the joint 
committee.

The Iranian minister stressed the impor-
tance of expanding economic and agricul-
tural relations with Afghanistan, citing the 
sector’s broad potential. 

He said forming the committee and signing 
memorandums of understanding would help 
strengthen mutual cooperation.

Meanwhile, Iran and Afghanistan held a 
joint technical meeting in Kabul, on April 10, 
to follow up on the implementation of a bilat-
eral economic agreement, the Taliban-led Af-
ghan government’s Economic Affairs Office 
said in a statement.

According to IRNA’s correspondent in Ka-
bul, the session took place at the Marmarin 
Palace and brought together representatives 
from both sides to review progress on com-
mitments outlined in the Tehran-Kabul eco-
nomic pact.

The meeting focused on expanding bilat-
eral trade, resolving current transit-related 
challenges, facilitating trade processes, and 
fostering joint cooperation in modernizing 
Afghanistan’s agricultural sector. 

Officials also discussed implementing 
previous decisions in the transport sector, 
encouraging investment in Afghanistan’s 
mining industry, and streamlining customs 
procedures.

Both sides stressed the importance of con-
tinuing such meetings in the future to ensure 
full implementation of the agreement and 
to deepen economic ties between the two 
neighbors.

Recent data indicates a substantial in-
crease in trade between Iran and Afghani-
stan. 

In 2024, the bilateral trade volume surged 
by approximately 84 percent compared to 
the previous year, reaching a total of $3.197 
billion. 

Iran’s exports to Afghanistan accounted 
for $3.143 billion of this figure, marking an 83 
percent rise from 2023. Conversely, Afghan-
istan’s exports to Iran grew by 116 percent, 
totaling $54 million.

Iran has become a primary supplier for Af-
ghanistan, providing about 25 percent of the 
country’s imports. 

Key Iranian exports include oil and refinery 
products, steel, agricultural goods, and con-
struction materials. 

Afghanistan’s exports to Iran mainly con-
sist of raw materials and agricultural prod-
ucts.

This growing trade relationship under-
scores the deepening economic ties between 
the two nations, highlighting the importance 
of continued cooperation and dialogue to 
further enhance bilateral trade and invest-
ment opportunities.

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s pri-
vate sector authority has invited 
Sweden to revive previous joint 
investment initiatives in the coun-
try’s automotive and electricity 
industries, saying there is ample 
opportunity for cooperation in 
sectors not subject to interna-
tional sanctions, with the govern-
ment ready to guarantee the re-
turn of foreign capital and profits.

Samad Hassanzadeh, head of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA), made the remarks in a 
meeting with Swedish Ambassa-
dor to Tehran Mathias Otterstedt, 
emphasizing the potential to re-
store and even surpass the level 
of trade relations that once exist-
ed between the two nations.

“We welcome the entry of 
Swedish infrastructure technol-
ogy into Iran,” Hassanzadeh said. 
“We have had successful joint 
ventures in the automotive sector 
and other industries in the past, 
and we hope to see those experi-

ences repeated.”

Hassanzadeh pointed to Iran’s 
diverse investment potential, cit-
ing opportunities in petrochem-
icals, pharmaceuticals, agricul-
ture, food production, handicrafts, 
and carpets. “Iran’s competitive 
prices create favorable conditions 
for Swedish participation in our 
mega-projects, including in power 
plant development,” he added.

Commenting on ongoing ne-
gotiations between Iran and the 
United States, he said, “The gov-
ernment is focused on expanding 
international relations, and with a 
positive outlook on the talks, we 
believe closer ties with Sweden 
and other European countries are 
within reach. I am confident these 
talks will conclude in a way that 
benefits all parties.”

He reiterated that despite ex-
isting restrictions, foreign inves-
tors have continued to pursue 
joint ventures in non-sanctioned 
sectors, with the Iranian govern-
ment offering necessary guaran-

tees to secure their investments.

Hassanzadeh formally invit-
ed the Swedish envoy to conduct 
feasibility studies on reviving 
joint production of Volvo vehicles 
and other industrial partnerships 
Sweden once held in Iran, prom-
ising that ICCIMA would work to 
help remove any obstacles.

He also extended an invita-
tion to the president of Sweden’s 
Chamber of Commerce to visit Iran 
with a business delegation, say-
ing such a visit would strengthen 

trade ties and allow both sides to 
become more familiar with each 
other’s commercial environments. 
He further suggested the creation 
of a counterpart joint chamber of 
commerce in Sweden to bolster 
bilateral cooperation.

For his part, Ambassador Otter-
stedt said Iran and Sweden’s econ-
omies were highly complementary 
and noted strong potential for col-
laboration in sectors such as heavy 
vehicles, electricity generation, 
telecommunications, pharmaceuti-
cals, steel, and mining.

TEHRAN- Iran is expanding its bio-implant pro-
duction, with the Industrial Development and Ren-
ovation Organization of Iran (IDRO) leading efforts 
to meet domestic medical needs, Hamid Bazargan, 
IDRO’s Deputy for Advanced Industries, stated in a 
press conference on the plans of the organizations 
for the modern industries focusing on the bio-im-
plant project of Kermanshah.

He highlighted that while production is focused 
on local demand, the potential for exports exists if 
tissue supply challenges are resolved.

One successful initiative in this field is the 
project of Kish Tissue Regeneration Corporation, 
which has played a key role in bio-implant devel-

opment, supported by IDRO.

This technology is currently one of the most ad-
vanced technologies in the world and is available 
only to a limited number of countries, Bazargan 
said, adding, simply put, the human body cannot 
rebuild the damaged tissues in some situations; 
for example, in the case of a severe fracture, plati-
num is used, but these synthetic materials are not 
compatible with body tissue and can lead to prob-
lems such as arthritis, and the idea was to use the 
material of the bone itself.

Kish Tissue Regeneration Corporation uses 
human tissues from deceased individuals and re-
moves living cells down to nanoscale, providing a 

type of biological scaffold that the patient’s body 
can adapt to and form new tissues, he explained.

Bazargan said: “The Shamsabad factory has 
been completed and has been operating for a year, 
and the Kermanshah factory is also about to start 
production. However, due to a shortage of human 
tissue, they have not yet allocated the required 
tissue.” Referring to the fact that bioimplants are 
expensive and that an investment of $7 million 
has been made for each center, the IDRO deputy 
head said: “The products are currently being used 
to meet domestic needs. If the problem of tissue 
supply is solved, there is a possibility of exporting 
from the country.”
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ECONOMY Tehran Chamber of Commerce hosts 
Iran-China business development forum

Monthly auto output inches up 

Iran seeks strategic trade partnerships with 
Afghanistan to boost regional stability

Iran invites Sweden to revive joint investment  
programs in auto, power sectors

Bio-implants production to be developed in Iran via IDRO’s contribution

 ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanzadeh (R) meets with Swedish 
Ambassador to Tehran Mathias Otterstedt on Sunday May 4.



From page 1   Ben Gurion Airport, 
located near Tel Aviv, is Israel’s prima-
ry international gateway. It handles 
approximately 25 million passengers 
annually under normal conditions. 

It is not only central to tourism and 
international trade but also critical to 
the country’s global economic con-
nectivity and Jewish diaspora rela-
tions.

Furthermore, the airport is deeply 
integrated into Israel’s military infra-
structure, facilitating the rapid de-
ployment of troops and equipment. 

Security at the facility is main-
tained through coordinated efforts 
between the IDF, Israel Police, and 
demining units.

The missile strike has revealed 
several critical vulnerabilities in Is-
rael’s security architecture:

Missile defense limitations: The 
inability to intercept a hyperson-
ic missile underscores gaps in the 
missile defense network, especially 
against advanced threats combin-
ing speed, stealth, and maneuver-
ability.

Geographical exposure: Ben Gu-
rion’s location—close to key popu-
lation and political centers—makes 
it a high-value target for long-
range attacks, even from distant 
conflict zones such as Yemen.

Intelligence and early-warning 

failures: The successful missile 
launch highlights possible intel-
ligence blind spots regarding the 
evolving capabilities of resistance 
movements.

Economic vulnerability: The air-
port’s shutdown caused immediate 
disruptions. Notably, Israel’s avia-
tion sector had already suffered a 
$28.8 million loss in the first nine 
months of 2024 due to the Gaza 
conflict, with a 34% decline in pas-
senger traffic and widespread can-
cellations leading to job losses.

Historical significance of the 
attack

The missile strike on Ben Gu-
rion Airport represents a turning 

point in the Arab-Israeli conflict. It 
not only challenges Israel’s image 
of military invulnerability but also 
reconfigures regional strategic cal-
culations.

As Abdel Bari Atwan, edi-
tor-in-chief of Rai al-Youm, ob-
serves, this is the first time a Ye-
meni-manufactured supersonic 
missile has reached the heart of one 
of Israel’s most sensitive instal-
lations—without assistance from 
a major power. This development 
reflects both the technological ad-
vancements of resistance groups 
and a failure in Israeli intelligence 
and deterrence mechanisms.

The strategic and symbolic sig-

nificance of the attack can be ana-
lyzed in several key dimensions:

First, the attack showed that 
the Yemeni resistance and groups 
aligned with the Axis of Resistance 
have reached a level of capability 
that can change the equations of 
battle and put Israel in a defensive 
position. 

Second, this event had signifi-
cant psychological and social con-
sequences for Israeli society and 
created a wave of fear and insecu-
rity among the citizens and security 
institutions of the regime. 

Third, the attack was not only a 
military victory for Yemen but also 
brought new hope and motivation 
for Arab and Muslim nations and 
the Axis of Resistance.

Finally, the attack exposed the 
hypocrisy and inaction of Arab 
countries claiming support for 
Palestine and showed that only na-
tions that believe in resistance can 
change historical equations. 

The attack on Ben Gurion marks 
the beginning of a new era of re-
gional conflicts in which the re-
sistance forces have taken the 
initiative, and Israel can no longer 
consider itself invincible.

From page 1   The duo won in the 
Ghobeiry suburb against the “Ghobeiry 
Gathers Together” list, supported by 
embassies.

In Haret Hreik, the duo also won 
against a list supported by the Leba-
nese Forces party. Despite their recent 
strained relationship, the duo formed 
an alliance with the Free Patriotic Move-
ment, which may pave the way for the 
resumption of the Shiite-Christian al-
liance in the upcoming parliamentary 
elections.

Pro-Resistance voters emphasized 
that their participation was “in favor of 
the resistance approach and the sacri-
fices of the martyrs.”

“We voted to affirm our loyalty to the 
approach of our supreme martyr, His 
Eminence Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah,” the 
father of one of the martyrs told Tehran 
Times.

President Joseph Aoun followed 

the elections on the ground. Prior to 
the start of the election, he visited the 
Ministry of Interior and Municipalities, 
where he was received by Minister of 
Interior and Municipalities Ahmad Hajjar 
and Minister of Justice Adel Nassar.

“It is important that these elections 
were held on time, especially since ap-
proximately 90% of the municipalities 
in Lebanon have been dissolved. Citizens 

complain that these municipalities are 
not meeting their needs and require-
ments, even though municipalities play 
a fundamental role in the development,” 
Aoun said. 

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam also vis-
ited the operations room at the Ministry 
of Interior and Municipalities to monitor 
the vote counting process, stressing 
that “the election process proceeded 
smoothly and without any disruption. 
Administrative complaints were fol-
lowed up and resolved quickly.”

For his part, after the ballot boxes 
closed, Hajjar said: “The process pro-
ceeded smoothly, without any pressure 
or any significant problems.”

Further, Army Commander Gener-
al Rodolphe Heikal also inspected the 
Mount Lebanon operations room, where 
he was briefed on the exceptional secu-
rity measures taken to ensure the safety 
of the electoral process.

From page 1   He noted that the house had 
been sheltering dozens of displaced individ-
uals, with several still missing beneath the 
debris.

Additional reports from Gaza indicate that 
the death toll from a previous Israeli strike on 
a house in the Sultan neighborhood, west of 
Beit Lahia in northern Gaza, has risen to six.

Journalists on the ground have confirmed 
fatalities after an Israeli bomb was dropped 
on an area southwest of Khan Younis in 
southern Gaza.

Overnight, various parts of Gaza were sub-
jected to a wave of intense Israeli airstrikes. 
Homes were destroyed in Rafah, southern 
Gaza, as well as a neighborhood northeast of 
Gaza City, using high-powered explosives.

Amid a suffocating Israeli siege, Hamas re-
affirmed its rejection of using humanitarian 
aid as a means of political coercion, aligning 
itself with the UN’s stance against arrange-
ments that compromise humanitarian stan-
dards.

The regime has said it may allow some aid 
to enter Gaza at the end of the month under 
Israeli military supervision in a bid to pres-

sure Hamas. 
In a statement, the Palestinian resistance 

movement urged the international commu-
nity not to be misled by what it called the oc-
cupation regime’s false narratives and called 
for immediate action to fully lift the siege.

“The continued blockade of aid and ob-
struction of the humanitarian distribution 
system clearly reveals the occupation’s in-
tentional creation of famine in Gaza,” the 
statement said.

The occupation regime’s army is blocking 
international organizations from accessing 
fuel storage facilities designated for hospi-
tals, citing their location within so-called “red 
zones”.

Gaza’s Health Ministry warned that this 
policy “threatens the shutdown of vital med-
ical facilities,” stating that remaining fuel 
reserves are only sufficient for three more 
days.

The Government Media Office in Gaza 
also criticized Israeli actions, denouncing 
attempts to use aid as “a tool for political 
blackmail.”

In a statement, the office said, “We firmly 

reject the Israeli plan to impose a new aid dis-
tribution mechanism controlled by the occu-
pation army, which would transform human-
itarian relief into a political weapon.”

The statement emphasized that the mech-
anism being forced on the Gaza Strip rein-
forces the siege and starvation policy.

“We stress the need for aid distribution 
through neutral international organizations 
and value all princi-
pled positions that 
have opposed this 
malicious plan,” the 
office added.

Human rights 
groups have strongly 
condemned the inter-
national silence and 
lack of action regard-
ing Israeli restrictions 
on aid, calling it part 
of a U.S.-backed Is-
raeli campaign aimed 
at the extermination 
of the Palestinian 
people.

President Donald Trump announced on Sunday that he 
would impose a 100% tariff on foreign-produced films, 
marking the first time his restrictive trade policies have 
been extended to the entertainment industry, RT reported.

In his post on the Truth Social platform, Trump claimed 
the American film industry was dying a “very fast death” 
due to incentives offered by foreign countries to lure U.S. 
filmmakers.

Since returning to office in January, Trump has imposed 
sweeping tariffs, culminating in his ‘Liberation Day’ tariffs 

introduced on April 2. They target more than 90 US trade 
partners. Most were paused for 90 days, though a baseline 
10% remains in effect. China was excluded from the pause 
and was hit with a tax of 145% on all imports. Beijing re-
taliated with 125% tariffs and new export controls on US 
goods.

Trump said he had directed agencies, including the Com-
merce Department, to begin “immediately” imposing a 
100% tariff on all foreign-produced films entering the US.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

 Israel may seize all 
Gaza in expanded 
operation, officials 
say

Israel may seize the Gaza Strip and control 
aid in an expanded offensive against Hamas 
that was approved by Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s security cabinet on Monday, 
officials said, according to Reuters.

An Israeli military official said it would not 
be launched before U.S. President Donald 
Trump concludes his visit next week to the 
Middle East.

The decision, after weeks of faltering ef-
forts to agree a ceasefire with Hamas, un-
derlines the threat that a war heaping inter-
national pressure on Israel amid dwindling 
public support at home could continue with 
no end in sight.

A government spokesman told journalists 
online that reserve soldiers were being called 
up to expand operations in Gaza, not to oc-
cupy it.

Israeli troops have already taken over an 
area amounting to around a third of the Gaza 
Strip, displacing the population and build-
ing watchtowers and surveillance posts on 

cleared ground the military has described as 
security zones, but the new plan would go 
further.

Yemen declares air 
blockade against 
‘Israel’ until Gaza 
genocide halts

The Yemeni Armed Forces announced that 
it will enforce an air blockade on “Israel” in a 
statement published on Sunday, in their lat-
est escalation against the Zionist entity in 
support of Gaza, Al Mayadeen reported.

“In response to Israel’s escalating aggres-
sion and expanded military operations in 
Gaza, the Yemeni Armed Forces have declared 
a full air blockade on Israel,” YAF spokesper-
son Brigadier General Yehya Saree said in a 
statement.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces will enforce the 
aerial blockade by repeatedly attacking air-
ports, with Ben Gurion Airport, known as Lod 
Airport in Israel, as their primary target,” he 
emphasized.

The statement called on all international 
airlines to take this threat seriously from the 
moment of its issuance and cancel all flights 
to Israeli airports to preserve the safety of 
their aircraft and passengers.

“The proud, free, and independent Yemen 
will not accept the continued violations that 
the enemy seeks to impose by targeting Arab 
nations like Lebanon and Syria. This nation 
[Yemen] does not fear confrontation and re-
jects submission and surrender,” the state-
ment added.

This comes amid a widespread cancellation 
of flights to “Israel” by major foreign airlines 
following the Yemeni ballistic missile that 
landed just 200 meters from the Ben Gurion 
Airport on Sunday.

The supersonic missile fired by Yemen lands about 200 meters 
away from Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport 
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Trump to hit non-US films with 100% tariff

International Re-Tenders announcement
The company of Aria Banader Iranian Chabahar, Marine and Port 
Services Development as a supplier of equipment for the First phase 
Shahid Beheshti port of Chabahar development hold, International 
Re-Tenders for manufacture, shipment, training and delivery of the 
following equipment in two stages and after Qualitative Assessment.
All manufacturers with experience of manufacturing the above 
said equipment are invited to obtain the CD filled with assessment qualitative forms and tendering 
documents, with introductory letter and the original copy of the paid amount for Rials 10.000.000 
for each bid to the account No. 275187119 in the name of  Aria Banader Iranian Chabahar, Marine 
and Port Services Development  with Bank of Tejarat with the following address: 
The deadline for purchasing quality assessment documents is 10:00 AM (Local time) on Saturday, 
1404/02/27 (corresponding to 2025/05/17).
Add: 40. Kish St., Jahankodak Crossroads, Nelson Mandela Blvd., Tehran, Iran. Postal code: 1518814111  
Tel: +98 21 88190677-8 , Fax: +98 21 88190679  E.mail: ABIC@abiports.com
Tender participation deposits Bank Guarantee with No term and condition extendable for many times 
for the following Tenders is needed. The above Guarantee will be received  along with Technical and 
price proposal for the  qualitative bidders.
- To abide the delivery Date of documents, any Question shall be answered 72 hours before the 
permitted date of delivery.
- All manufacturers are obliged to abide by the Maximum Utilization of Local Capabilities Law.
- Advertisement price of tender will be paid by the successful applicant.
-  The tender participants would first assessed qualitative and after obtaining the minimum score will 
be participated to the continues stages of tender.
1-Four unites of  Ship to Shore Gantry Crane (STS) with Tender No. PE/1001/03 (Amount of Guarantee 
Euro 561.000 or IR-Rials 403.000.000.000)
2- Ten unites of Rubber Tyred Gantry Container Crane (RTG) with Tender No. PE/1002/03 (Amount 
of Guarantee Euro 291.000 or IR-Rials 209.000.000.000)
3- Two vessel of  Trailing Hopper Suction Dredgers 4000 CUBIC METER (THSD) with Tender No. 
ME/1001/03 (Amount of Guarantee Euro 911.000 or IR-Rials 655.000.000.000) 

First Announcement



TEHRAN--Minister of Cultural 
Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tour-
ism Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri has 
described cultural diplomacy as 
the cornerstone of strengthening 
relations between Iran and Egypt.

He was welcomed by Nasreen 
Osmanli, an advisor to the Egypt 
Tourism Authority, and Moham-
mad Hossein Soltanifard, head 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
Interest Section in Cairo, upon his 
arrival in Cairo, IRNA reported. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
fourth meeting of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization’s tour-
ism ministers, he said Iran-Egypt 
tourism relations have entered 
a new and powerful stage and 
opened up new horizons for stra-
tegic cooperation. 

Salehi-Amiri emphasized the 
importance of developing tour-
ism relations between Iran and 
Egypt.

Referring to Iran’s official par-
ticipation in the D-8 Cairo Sum-
mit, he said that strengthening 
cultural and tourism ties between 
Iran and Egypt could open a new 
chapter in their strategic rela-
tions.

At this summit, Iran aims to 
activate multilateral cooperation 

potential and reinforce cultural 
diplomacy with member states, 
including Turkey, Pakistan, and 
especially Egypt.

The December meeting be-
tween Iranian and Egyptian pres-
idents paved the groundwork for 
renewed bilateral engagement, 
with current efforts focused on 
prioritizing tourism-sector part-
nerships, he added.

This trip is primarily aimed at 
facilitating joint initiatives be-
tween Iranian and Egyptian tour-
ism agencies, he stated.

Establishing such connections 
would not only serve the interests 
of both nations but also foster 
unity within the Islamic Ummah, 
Salehi-Amiri said.

By introducing a new frame-
work for technological collabo-
ration in tourism, Iran seeks to 
enhance its position in emerging 
regional and global trends, he re-
iterated.

He continued that Egypt, as one 
of pioneer nations in history of Is-
lamic civilization and Arab world, 
boasts numerous historical and 
cultural potentials which can be 

attractive for Iranians.

Iranian people are eager to 
become acquainted with civiliza-
tional and religious heritage of 
Egypt closely, he said, adding this 
would be a great opportunity for 
promoting cultural and tourism 
ties between two nations.

Referring to the richness of 
Iran’s cultural heritage and its 
unique monuments, the minis-
ter said Iran has huge capacities 
which can be attractive for Egyp-
tians.

“We have many historical 
monuments which have been 
registered in the UNESCO’s list 
of World Heritage. It shows the 
cultural and historical richness of 
Iran and can be effective in tourist 
exchange and promoting mutual 
ties.”

Emphasizing on importance of 
using the medica capacities for 
introducing and promoting tour-
ism and cultural attractions of 
both nations, he said, “We should 
use the national media and social 
networks effectively. We can in-
troduce tourism capacities of Iran 
and Egypt through scientific and 
cultural media and elites of both 
nations and pave the grounds for 
attracting the tourists.”

By Afshin Majlesi 

TEHRAN – The local legend of 
“Mina and the Panther” has been 
selected as a symbolic brand 
for Kandelous, a scenic village 
nestled at the foot of the Alborz 
Mountains of northern Iran. 

The captivating folklore has 
been adopted with an envi-
ronmental focus to represent 
Kandelous on a global scale, ac-
cording to Hossein Izadi, the pro-
vincial tourism chief. 

Speaking during a recent visit 
to the village on Monday, Izadi 
also announced the formation 
of a dedicated working group to 
pursue Kandelous’ nomination 
for the UNESCO World Heritage 
list.

“The tale of Mina and the Pan-
ther not only reflects our cultural 
depth but also conveys powerful 
environmental themes, making it 
an ideal narrative to brand this 
village internationally,” Izadi said. 

He also noted that wooden 
signage based on local dialects 
has been installed throughout 
the village and that mud plas-
tering is being applied to create 
a unified visual harmony across 
Kandelous.

Artworks and mural paintings 
inspired by the legend have also 
been developed as part of this 
branding initiative. 

A file compiling several such 
legends and heritage elements 
– created with input from the 
local community – has already 
been submitted to the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage for official 
recognition.

The story of Mina and the Pan-
ther is a haunting love legend 
that has been passed down for 
over a century among the elderly 
of Kandelous. According to local 
lore, Mina was an orphaned girl 
with ruby-red eyes who lived 
alone in a modest home, which 
still stands today as a popular 
tourist site in the village. 

Due to her unique eyes, she 
was often shunned by other chil-
dren, which deepened her sense 
of isolation.

The legend says that Mina 
would often venture into the for-
est to collect firewood, singing 
loudly to overcome her fear and 
loneliness. One day, a wild pan-
ther, captivated by her voice, be-
gan to follow her and eventually 
traced her path back to her home. 

Their unlikely encounters blos-
somed into a surreal friendship, 
united by shared solitude and an 
emotional bond. Over time, the 
panther would help Mina car-
ry firewood during the day and 
visit her quietly at night, peeking 
through her window just to listen 

to her sing.

Eventually, the village began 
to whisper about the mysterious 
visits of the panther. The ladder 
Mina used the night she first 
encountered the panther is now 
preserved in the Kandelous Mu-
seum, a symbolic artifact com-
memorating the legend.

Kandelous – often referred 
to as a “Lost Paradise” – offers 
a blend of natural splendor and 
cultural mystique. With initia-
tives like the newly established 
Environmental House and sto-
rytelling-based tourism, officials 
aim to draw eco-conscious trav-
elers and culture seekers alike.

“We are also working to re-
solve infrastructure challenges 
in the region and are introducing 
the village on international plat-
forms with an educational focus,” 
Izadi added.

This branding through folklore, 

he believes, will not only protect 
the village’s intangible heritage 
but also generate sustainable 
tourism and global recognition.

Kandelous is one of Iran’s old-
est settlements, with traces of 
civilization dating back before 
the Islamic era. 

During the Qajar dynasty, the 
village gained recognition, with 
Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar report-
edly passing through and admir-
ing the craftsmanship of local 
metalworkers.

The village’s architectur-
al charm—featuring wood-
en-framed windows, gabled 
rooftops, and winding stone al-
leyways—reflects its deep-root-
ed heritage. Unlike many mod-
ernized settlements, Kandelous 
has preserved its historical tex-
ture, allowing visitors to experi-
ence Iran’s rural elegance first-
hand.

TEHRAN – The annual Hasanlu Golden Bowl 
Festival, held in Naghadeh, West Azarbaijan 
province, has been officially registered in the 
calendar of national tourism events of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, an official announced.

Morteza Safari, the provincial tourism chief, 
confirmed the registration, noting that the 

festival is held each year at the historic site of 
Teppeh Hasanlu. 

He underlined that the event is aimed at re-
viving local traditions and raising awareness 
of the region’s cultural and historical identity 
through a variety of cultural, artistic, and so-
cial programs.

“This year, the Hasanlu Golden Bowl Festival 
will take place from August 11 to 16 at the ar-
chaeological site of Hasanlu in Naghadeh,” Sa-
fari said. “The event celebrates the discovery 
of one of Iran’s most iconic ancient artifacts 
–the Golden Bowl of Hasanlu.”

The festival coincides annually with the an-
niversary of the bowl’s discovery and is held in 
the village of Hasanlu to honor the artifact’s 
historical significance

The bowl, a masterfully crafted ancient 
vessel adorned in relief, is estimated to date 
from around 800 BC.  It was unearthed in 1958 
during excavations led by American archaeol-
ogist Robert H. Dyson at Teppeh Hasanlu, near 
the city of Naghadeh in northwest Iran. Today, 
the relic is housed in the National Museum of 

Iran in Tehran. 

Among the most important objects uncov-
ered at Hasanlu were an unusually decorated 
silver bowl, several iron garment pins headed 
by bronze lions, a solid gold bowl, a knife han-
dle with gold cloisonné, and two hollow bronze 
horse heads that served to hold liquids.

According to the Britannica Encyclopedia, 
Hasanlu was inhabited from about 2100 to 
about 825 BC, but the richest period yet exca-
vated dates to the 10th and 9th centuries BC. 

The period, often called “Mannaean” after 
the name of the people who lived in the area, 
is characterized by a gray pottery accompa-
nied by black and red varieties, the black ware 
being of much finer quality and probably made 
in imitation of metal vessels.

Experts say parallels to the motifs on the 
Hasanlu objects have been found in Elam, As-
syria, north Syria, and Urartu, indicating that 
Iran not only received considerable cultural 
and artistic stimuli from other areas but also, 
in turn, exerted influence on West Asia.

TEHRAN—Kish Island in the south of Iran 
will host ambassadors, managers, and tour-
ism activists of Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) member states in a sym-
posium on the tourism market during May 
13-15.

The event will be organized by Secretari-
at of Tourism Market Symposium, Gardoon 
Tourism Group and Mica Rad Atieh Kish Ed-
ucational Company with cooperation of Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts, ECO Secretariat, and Kish Free Zone 
Organization, Eqtesad-e Iran reported.  

The symposium will be inaugurated in 
an official ceremony with participation of 
ECO Secretary General Asad Majeed Khan, 
high-ranking officials of Tourism Ministry, 
ambassadors, senior officials of tourism field 
of eight ECO member states and senior man-
agers of ECO’s tourism brands in the first day. 

It will continue through holding 11 training 
workshops from the second day. 

In addition, domestic and foreign busi-
ness-to-business (B2B) meetings will be 
held on the sidelines of the symposium as 
one of the most important international in-
vestment opportunities in tourism industry. 

The Economic Cooperation Organization 
is an intergovernmental organization that 
promotes economic, technical, and cultural 
cooperation among its member states.

Established in 1985 by Iran, Pakistan, and 
Turkey, the organization’s other member 
states include Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmeni-
stan, and Uzbekistan.

The ECO is a successful and promising re-
gional organization, and Iran has a serious 
interest in strengthening intra-regional co-
operation and promoting the position of ECO 
as an effective regional mechanism for eco-
nomic connectivity.

The international position of the organiza-
tion is growing.

The importance of the organization be-
came more apparent when the United Na-

tions approved in 1985 that ECO become an 
observer member of the United Nations, as 
did the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

The ECO Region shelters more than 460 
million inhabitants and expands over eight 
million square kilometers of land, connect-
ing the north to south, south, and east to the 
west, Asia to Europe, and Eurasia to the Arab 
World. Composed of some Caucasus, South, 
West, and Central Asian countries, ECO is one 
of the oldest intergovernmental organiza-
tions.

The founding and fundamental goal of the 
Organization is to create amenable and con-
ducive conditions for the continued promo-
tion of sustainable economic development 
in the region, aiming at joint welfare and 
well-being of the Member States.

The ECO stretched the fabric of its coop-
erative partnership in the early 1990s, wel-
coming the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
and the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as five 
Central Asian nations, including the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, 
the Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, as its members.

The ECO member states, bearing their 
shared cultural and historic affinities in 
mind, appear to be always ready, receptive, 
and forthcoming to complement each other, 
intensifying their collaboration with action 
and result-oriented motives to achieve the 
perceived target of greater connectivity and 
integration in the region.

TEHRAN—Tabas Cultural Heritage, Handi-
crafts and Tourism Department said a tourist 
group including 22 foreign nationals resided 
in Esfahak village in Tabas, South Khorasan 
province, for two nights. 

Mohammad Arab told CHTN that the for-
eigners, who visited the Best Tourism Village 
during May 3-4, were from Ireland, the UK, 
France, Australia, the U.S., China and South 
Korea.

They visited the texture of the village, hand-
icrafts workshops, restoration and bricklay-
ing workshops, traditional bathhouse, and the 
brick arch, he said.

He recalled that Esfahak village was named 
one of the Best Tourism Villages by UN Tour-
ism on November 13, 2024. Its historical tex-
ture was also registered under the number 
2108 on National Heritage List, he added. 

Arab continued that Tabas with numerous 
attractions and potentials has turned into a 
foreign tourist destination.

Some 42 foreign tourists have visited Tabas 
attractions since March 21, 2025, he added.

The historical village of Esfahak has 
achieved international recognition by being 
named one of the Best Tourism Villages for 
2024 by UN Tourism.

The tribute highlights Esfahak’s remarkable 
transformation from a site devastated by a 
1978 earthquake into a flourishing cultural 
and eco-tourism destination that celebrates 

sustainability and heritage.
The registration was announced by Iran’s 

Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts, Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, on No-
vember 2024, during the opening day of Iran’s 
37th National Handicrafts Exhibition.

“Esfahak’s resilience and dedication to pre-
serving its cultural heritage serve as an inspi-
ration,” said Salehi-Amiri, lauding the village’s 
progress and its embrace of sustainable tour-
ism.

Severely damaged by the 1978 earthquake 
that struck Tabas, Esfahak was once deemed 
uninhabitable, with residents living in tempo-
rary tents. Later, they built makeshift wooden 
rooms, known as Otagh-e-Choobi (wooden 
rooms), as they began rebuilding their lives.

With a commitment to sustainability and 
cultural preservation, villagers re-established 
the community over the years, developing 
eco-lodges and restoring traditional homes 
using ancient adobe techniques.

Esfahak’s transformation into a cultural 
and eco-tourism destination has garnered 
attention for its unique architecture and 
sustainable practices, earning the village the 
prestigious Asia Architecture Award. 

Today, it attracts tourists from across the 
world, drawn to its picturesque adobe struc-
tures and commitment to preserving local 
identity.

Since 2021, the Best Tourism Villages ini-
tiative has aimed to promote sustainable 
tourism in rural areas, focusing on preserving 
natural landscapes, cultural heritage, and in-
digenous lifestyles, including gastronomy and 
local values. 

Esfahak’s inclusion on this global list is a 
testament to its villagers’ dedication to re-
vitalizing their heritage and turning it into a 
sustainable tourism hub that honors its past 
while embracing a prosperous future.

In 2020, Esfahak won a TO-DO Award that 
is annually presented by the German Institute 
for Tourism and Development.

Esfahak, a destination for intl. sightseers, 
thanks to its label of Best Tourism Village   
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to Iran’s national tourism calendar

Kish to host symposium on tourism 
market for ECO member states

American archaeologist Robert H. Dyson 
holds the Golden Bowl of Hasanlu after its 

discovery in Naghadeh, northwest Iran,  
in 1958. 



TEHRAN –The health ministry 
will start distributing domesti-
cally made pentavalent vaccines 
across the country on Tuesday, 
the head of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has said.

Pentavalent vaccine is a combi-
nation vaccine with five individual 
vaccines conjugated into one. It 
protects infants against diph-
theria, tetanus, whooping cough, 
hepatitis B, and Haemophilus in-
fluenzae type B.

“The distribution of the first 
shipment of the locally-made 
five-in-one combination vaccine 
will officially commence tomor-
row, on Tuesday, all over the coun-
try,” IRNA quoted Mehdi Pir-salehi 
as saying.

“So far, about 800,000 units of 
the vaccine have been developed, 
and this number is expected to 
reach 1.2 million units in the next 
2 to 3 days,” he noted.

The official went on to say that 
“The main objective is to provide 
and improve timely access to vac-
cines to fully cover the country’s 
immunization program; the Food 
and Drug Administration will 
manage and monitor the supply 
and distribution process around 
the clock.”

The pentavalent vaccine was 
integrated into the national vac-
cination programme in November 
2014. According to the national 

vaccination program, each child 
must receive the pentavalent 
vaccine 3 times at intervals of 2 
months. The first is usually at the 
end of the second month of life. 

Recent vaccination program

In line with the polio eradication 
campaign that kicked off in win-
ter, around 300,000 more chil-
dren under five years of age are 
getting vaccinated in two phases 
in high-risk areas in the country’s 
northern half in spring, according 
to the health ministry.

Polio is a highly infectious vi-
ral disease that largely affects 
children under 5 years of age. 
The virus is transmitted by per-
son-to-person spread mainly 
through the fecal-oral route or, 
less frequently, by a common ve-

hicle (for example, contaminated 
water or food) and multiplies in 
the intestine, from where it can 
invade the nervous system and 
cause paralysis.

It can be prevented through 
immunization. The development 
of effective vaccines to prevent 
paralytic polio was one of the ma-
jor medical breakthroughs of the 
20th century. The Polio vaccine, 
given multiple times, almost al-
ways protects a child for life. 

In the current Iranian year that 
started on March 20, the first 
phase was conducted from April 
12 to 14, and the second phase is 
planned to be implemented from 
June 17 to 19, the health ministry 
reported.

Polio eradication camping is 
among the remarkable achieve-

ments of the health ministry. The 
supplementary immunization 
campaign to eradicate polio in 
Iran started in 1994. Thanks to the 
campaign, the country has been 
polio-free since 2000.

However, in Iran’s two neigh-
boring countries, namely Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, endemic 
transmission of wild poliovirus is 
still prevalent. In 2024, the num-
ber of wild poliovirus positives 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan in-
creased by four and twelve times, 
respectively, compared to 2023.

To prevent the outbreak of the 
disease in the country, in the past 
Iranian calendar year which ended 
on March 20, the annual door-to-
door polio vaccination campaign 
was implemented in two phases, 
with a month interval between 
them, targeting children under 
the age of five in high-risk re-
gions in the southern part of the 
country.

The first phase was conducted 
from January 4 to 6, and the sec-
ond phase started on February 
15 and concluded on February 
17. During the campaign, some 
840,000 Iranian and foreign na-
tional children under the age of 
5 were immunized against polio 
by medical universities in Sis-
tan-Baluchestan, Kerman, Fars, 
Hormozgan, Bushehr, Khuzestan, 
South Khorasan, and Yazd prov-
inces.

TEHRAN – The Department of 
Environment (DOE) and the Ira-
nian Fishery Organization (IFO) 
will boost collaborations to pre-
serve the aquatic resources in 
the northern and southern seas.

During a meeting held on 
Sunday, Ahmad-Reza Lahijan-
zadeh, an official with the DOE, 
and Hamzeh Rostampour, head 
of the IFO, discussed avenues to 
protect aquatic life, natural hab-
itats, including corals and coral 
reefs, and restore damaged ar-
eas in the northern and southern 
coasts, IRNA reported.

The officials also conferred 
on ways to protect and develop 
mangrove forests and estuaries. 

Estuaries are bodies of water 
where rivers meet the sea; they 
are considered one of the critical 
and fragile local ecosystems that 
provide feeding and spawning 
sites for many aquatic animals. 
Fresh water that flows into estu-
aries triggers reproduction.

Another raised issue at the 
Sunday meeting focused on fish-
ing in the Sea of Oman, includ-
ing the methods, standards, and 
conditions for issuing permits to 
fishing vessels.

The standards have been de-
fined; the vessels that have all 
the required legal documents 
and are equipped with the need-
ed tools will be allowed to go 
fishing in the Sea of Oman under 
full supervision. 

However, no ship has yet de-
clared readiness following the 
aforementioned conditions. The 
same regulation applies to the 
fishing in the Persian Gulf, Lahi-
janzadeh noted.

Data bank on species in Per-
sian Gulf, Oman Sea

The head of the Department 
of Environment, Shina Ansari, 
has announced the provision of 
a data bank of more than 5,000 
creatures in the Persian Gulf 
and the Oman Sea, saying that it 
will serve as a regional and even 
international platform for the 
preservation of the biodiversity 
in these waters.

This includes efforts such 
as preparing an atlas of sensi-
tive marine ecosystems and the 
identification of unknown coral 
reef habitats, such as the Shah 
Alam area on the maritime bor-
der with Qatar, which allows for 
effective and targeted interven-
tion at a macro level, ILNA quoted 

Ansari as saying.
The official made the remarks 

on the occasion of Persian Gulf 
National Day, which is observed 
on April 29 every year. The day 
marks the anniversary of forcing 
out the Portuguese navy of the 
Strait of Hormuz in the Capture 
of Ormuz (1622).

The Persian Gulf and the Sea 
of Oman, with more than 4,900 
kilometers of coastline in Iran, 
are home to one of the rich-
est marine ecosystems in the 
world. 

The DOE has implemented dif-
ferent measures to conserve 
the biodiversity of the marine 
ecosystems, such as developing 
a data strategy and planning tool 
to implement scientific and da-

ta-driven decision-making.
Any preserving measure with-

out legal support and control will 
fail to succeed. 

In order to strengthen the reg-
ulatory and legal framework, the 
DOE has developed and issued 
seawater quality standards, dis-
charge regulations at sea, dredg-
ing guidelines, waste disposal 
regulations, and guidelines on oil 
pollution damage assessment, 
the official added.

The DOE is implementing other 
programs such as coral resto-
ration, registering coastal wet-
lands in the Ramsar Convention, 
developing a national action plan 
for mangrove conservation, and 
monitoring the marine environ-
ment, Ansari further noted.

TEHRAN – The Welfare Organization is planning 
to implement a forty-day training program for old 
people to improve their quality of life.

The program will include 240 different edu-
cational subjects such as health, life skills, arts, 
communication skills, digital and entrepreneur-
ship, music, sports, games, and other leisure ac-
tivities, IRNA quoted Ahmad Delbari, an official 
with the Welfare Organization, as saying. 

It will be implemented as a pilot program in 
Tehran. Each individual will register to participate 
in the program for forty days within the three-
month duration, he said.

Participants will be divided into two groups to 
attend the sessions either on odd or even days, 
with educational programs provided daily in two 
different parts. The first 15 minutes will be ded-
icated to physical workout, the next 45 minutes 
will focus on specialized training, and 90 minutes 
will be allocated to recreational programs. During 
the educational courses, each person will receive 
detailed pieces of training that are essential for 
self-care and improving their quality of life, the 
official noted. Some short-term educational pro-
grams will be accessible through particular web-
sites introduced by centers, Delbari added.

Iran’s transition into an aging country ‘inev-
itable’

Considering the fact that the fertility rate in 
Iran is stabilized at around 1.6 children per wom-
an, which is much lower than the rate required 
to replace its aging population, the transition of 
society from young to middle-aged has become 
inevitable. According to the first five-year national 
development plan (1989-1993), the policies fo-
cused on lowering the total fertility rate from 6.4 
children in the Iranian year 1365 (1986) to 4 chil-
dren in 1390 (2011) and reducing the population 
growth rate from 3.2 to 2.3 percent in the same 

period, IRNA quoted Mohammad-Javad Mahmou-
di, an official with the National Institute for Popu-
lation Research, as saying.

However, the taken measures, back then, led to 
a wide transformation and change in population 
indicators and a noticeable decrease in population 
growth and fertility rate far beyond the set goals 
of the first development plan in the country, the 
official noted. The results of the census in 2011 
and 2016 showed that the trend of the country’s 
demographic changes had a significant deviation 
from the goals of the first five-year development 
plan, the official noted.

The population growth in 2011 and 2016 was 
announced to be 1.29 and 1.24, respectively. The 
figure reached 0.7 in the past Iranian year (March 
2023 –March 2024).

According to the latest census, the number of 
aged citizens in the country is growing by 3.62 
percent which is five times faster than the total 
population growth rate, which is 1.24 percent. 
In Iranian year 1385 (2006-2007), there were 
5,121,043 men and women aged above 60. In 2015, 
10 percent of the country’s population was older 
than 60, ISNA quoted Mohammad-Javad Mah-
moudi, an official with the National Institute for 
Population Research.

In the next 30 years, the population aged 60 
years or older is projected to hold a 32 percent 
share of the whole population, that is, the elderly 
will account for one-third of Iran’s population by 
2050, the official noted. Currently, men and wom-
en aged above 60 constitute some 11.5 percent of 
Iran’s population, an official with the health min-
istry has said.

For the time being, elderly women account for 
52.3 percent of the total population, outnumber-
ing men (47.7 percent), ISNA quoted Saber Jabbari 
as saying.

TEHRAN –The average age of women in Iran giv-
ing birth to their first child stood at 27.5 years in 
the past Iranian calendar year that ended on March 
20, according to a report by the National Organiza-
tion for Civil Registration.

The average age men became fathers was 
32.3, the report added. The average age of first-
time mothers in urban areas was 28.2, and in 
rural areas it was 24.4. The average age of first-
time fathers in urban areas was 32.8, and in 
rural areas it was 30, IRNA reported. The aver-
age age of first-time fathers and mothers was 
highest in Tehran (34.8 and 30.6), and lowest in 
Sistan-Baluchestan (27.2 and 22.6).

Youth population law stabilizes total fertil-
ity rate

Enacting the youth population law has sta-
bilized the total fertility rate, slightly increas-
ing the general fertility index over the past two 
years.After experiencing seven years of decline 
by about 20 percent, the fertility rate is now sta-

bilized at around 1.6, IRNA reported. 

The total fertility rate has experienced a sharp 
decline since the Iranian calendar year 1394 
(2015-2016), as the number of births reached 
1.057 million in 1402 (2023-2024) from 1.570 
million in 1394.  However,Since the Iranian cal-
endar year 1401 (March 2022–March 2023), the 
downward trend in fertility came to a halt.

The total fertility rate has lowered to 1.6 
children per woman from about 2 children per 
woman.According to Civil Registration Organi-
zation’s report, the total fertility rate in Irani-
an years 1396 (2017-2018), 1397 (2018-2019), 
1398 (2019-2020), 1399 (2020-2021), and 1400 
(2021-2022) were 2,09, 1.95, 1,74, 1.65, 1.61 per 
each woman, respectively.

Despite offering incentives to encourage 
childbearing in line with the youth population 
law, the desired growth in the youth population 
has not been accomplished yet.
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Welfare Organization plans to improve 
the elderly’s quality of life

Average age of first-time mothers  
in Iran is 27.5: report

System to be set up for 
monitoring, forecasting 
agricultural drought 

A system will be launched to monitor, forecast and report the agri-
cultural lands being hit by drought, Amir Qaderi, an official with Disas-
ter Management Organization has announced.

Over a meeting of a special working group for addressing drought 
and risks threatening agricultural sector, a plan for establishing a sys-
tem for monitoring and forecasting agricultural drought in the country 
was approved and submitted to the Disaster Management Organiza-
tion for review, he explained.

“Following the study of other countries’ experiences and existing 
global methods, the necessity of establishing a domestic system to 
recognize the lands prone to agricultural drought was emphasized,” he 
noted. 

خشکسالی  پیش‌بینی  و  پایش  سامانه 
کشاورزی ایران ایجاد می‌شود

معاون امور بازسازی و بازتوانی سازمان مدیریت بحران کشور از ایجاد 
سامانه پایش و پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران خبر داد.

به گزارش پایگاه اطلاع رسانی سازمان مدیریت بحران کشور، امیر 
قادری روز یکشنبه با اعلام این خبر گفت: طرح ایجاد سامانه پایش و 
پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران طی جلسه‌ای با حضور مدیران 
و کارشناسان سازمان مدیریت بحران و وزارت جهاد کشاورزی بررسی 

شد.
موجود  روش‌های  و  داخلی  تجارب  بررسی  از  پس  داد:  ادامه  وی 
جهانی، ضرورت استقرار نمونه بومی پایش و پیش‌بینی خشکسالی 
کشاورزی مورد تأکید قرار گرفت و با مشارکت مراکز پژوهشی سازمان 
هواشناسی کشور و پژوهشکده حفاظت خاک و آبخیزداری طرح ایجاد 

سامانه پایش و پیش‌بینی خشکسالی کشاورزی ایران پیشنهاد شد.
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Rice cultivation in northern  
paddy fields

Farmers in northern Mazandaran Province prepare their paddy fields for rice cultivation. 
This includes steps such as flooding and leveling the land, which are carried out in both 
traditional and modern ways. 

Then, germinated rice seedlings are transplanted from the greenhouse to the main field.
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Iranian-made pentavalent vaccines 
to be distributed nationwide

DOE, IFO boost ties to conserve aquatic resources



TEHRAN- “A State of Passion”, co-directed by 
Lebanese documentarians Carol Mansour and 
Muna Khalidi, will go on screen at the 18th edition 
of International Festival of Red Cross and Health 
Films in Varna, Bulgaria. 

Produced in collaboration with Iran’s Documen-
tary and Experimental Film Center (DEFC), the film 
had its international premier in the International 
Documentary Film Festival of Iran, known as Cine-
ma Verite, in Tehran last year.

“A State of Passion” is a feature-length docu-
mentary capturing the harrowing experiences of 
British-Palestinian reconstructive surgeon Dr. 
Ghassan Abu Sittah during the brutal realities of 
genocide in Gaza. The film serves as an intimate 
portrait of resilience, sacrifice, and unwavering 
commitment amidst one of the world’s most pro-
tracted humanitarian crises.

The documentary opens with the chilling af-
termath of Dr. Abu Sittah’s 43 grueling days in 
the emergency wards of Al Shifa and Al Ahli hos-
pitals, where he faced relentless bombardment 
and overwhelming medical emergencies. His pale, 
shell-shocked visage, broadcasted globally, en-
capsulates the emotional and physical toll taken 
by his experiences—a visual representation of 
hope and despair intermingled. The film details 
his relentless work treating devastating injuries, 
such as lacerations and unthinkable amputations 

performed without anesthetics, and highlights 
heart-wrenching stories of orphaned children, 
stripped of their families amidst chaos.

As viewers delve deeper into Dr. Abu Sittah’s 
compelling journey, they are confronted with pro-
found questions: What drives a person to return 
to such harrowing conditions repeatedly? How 
does he gather the strength to endure? The film 
delves into the emotional landscape of his fami-
ly, who support him wholeheartedly, grappling 
with the constant fear for his safety yet sharing 
an unbreakable bond forged by a shared passion 
for Palestine. This passion for their homeland be-
comes a unifying theme, providing context for the 
sacrifices made and the motivations behind his 
valiant efforts in humanitarian work.

Mansour and Khalidi, as filmmakers and close 
friends of the Abu Sittah family, bring a deep 
sense of empathy and understanding to the nar-
rative. They portray not just the struggles of Dr. 
Abu Sittah, but also the emotional weight borne by 
his family, illuminating the human cost of war on 
those left behind. Their dedication to document-
ing his story is palpable, as they follow him on a 
journey across various cities—Beirut, Amman, 
London, Kuwait, and Dubai—where conversations 
about hope, resistance, and identity unfold.

“A State of Passion” transcends traditional war 
documentaries by offering a deeply personal lens 
through which the audience can grasp the realities 
faced by individuals in conflict zones. It examines 
the intersection of medical humanitarianism and 
personal sacrifice, ultimately portraying a rich 
tapestry of resilience against the backdrop of ad-
versity. The film invites viewers to reflect on the 
concept of passion—not just as an abstract no-
tion, but as a driving force that fuels acts of cour-
age and compassion in the face of overwhelming 
odds. Through its raw, emotional storytelling, “A 
State of Passion” affirms the enduring strength 
of the human spirit in its quest for dignity, justice, 
and peace.

18th edition of International Festival of Red 
Cross and Health Films will be held from June 12 
to 20. 

TEHRAN-The 6th edition of the 5 Film & Photo 
Awards has announced the members of the jury 
for the film section.

The jury team includes well-known national 
and international figures. The deadline for re-
ceiving the submissions is August 11. The eval-
uation of works will begin on August 12, and 
the winners will be announced in October, Mehr 
reported.

Turkish director Gülten Taranc is the inter-
national secretary of the festival. In 2016, she 
directed and produced her first independent 
feature film, “Wish to Wash in Rains”, and re-
ceived Audience Award at the 53rd Antalya Film 
Festival. “Snails” was awarded with the “Meet-
ing on The Bridge Award” in 2021; also selected 
for the 2nd round of consideration for the 2022 
“Development Track” in Sundance Film Lab. She 
is the founder and director of the “International 
Women Filmmakers Festival (IWFF TURKEY)”.

The jury of the film section comprises 13 ju-
rors. The chairwoman of the jury is the Japanese 
filmmaker Naoko Tajima. The team includes four 
figures from Iran namely, cinematographers 
Touraj Aslani and Hooman Behmanesh, actress 
Setareh Eskandari, and documentary filmmaker 
Mahvash Sheikholeslami.

The rest of the jurors are filmmaker Mircea 
Sorin Albutiu and editor Maria Bălănean from 
Romania, producer Cihan Aslı Filiz and director 
Aysim Turkmen from Turkey, British filmmaker 
Andrew Robert Thomas, Serbian director Maša 
Nešković, and Austrian filmmaker Markus Berg-
er.

Naoko Tajima studied film making at London 
Film School and started her career in Tokyo, 
Japan. She has directed more than 300 TVCs, 
films, branded contents, and music videos. 

Her past works as director and cinematogra-
pher has been selected and awarded at various 
film and advertising festivals such as Cannes 
Film Festival “Best European Shorts”, Hollywood 
Film Festival, Moondance Film Festival, Cairo 
International Film Festival, Tokyo Short Shorts 
Film Festival, Moving Pictures International 
Film Festival, Honolulu Film Festival, Fuji Sankei 
Group Advertising Award, Nihon Television Ad-
vertising Award, CCN Award, ACC Awards, and 
many more.

Touraj Aslani has graduated in graphics from 
Kermanshah Conservatory and in film directing 
from Tehran Sooreh University.

He began to take photographs at the age of 
10, and at the age of 14 he started his activities 
as an experimental cinematographer with an 
8mm camera. He started his professional activ-
ities at age 25. He has been shooting more than 
100 documentary, short, animation, fiction, and 
experimental movies. In 2000, he became the 
youngest professional photographer in Iranian 
cinema.

Hooman Behmanesh is a graduate of cinema 

directing from Soore University of Isfahan. He 
began his artistic career as a teenager and made 
several short films and edited or produced 
some. He has also served as assistant director 
on several films.

Finally, it was in 2006 that he began his in-
dependent career as a director of photography. 
Behmanesh is now regarded as one of the most 
experienced directors of photography in Iranian 
cinema. He is also a member of the Iranian Cin-
ema Short Film Association, the National Elite 
Foundation of Iran, the Asian Pacific Academy of 
Motion Picture Science and Technology.

Setareh Eskandari started her artistic activity 
in 1993 in company with students of the Facul-
ty of Fine Arts of University of Tehran.  She has 
performed in several films, plays, and TV series.

She served as a judge at the 22nd Pune Inter-
national Film Festival in India in 2023, following 
the screening of her directorial debut “The Sun 
of That Moon” at various international festivals. 
The film received critical acclaim for addressing 
significant issues such as women’s rights, life 
experiences, and Baloch culture.

Mahvash Sheikholeslami graduated from the 
London Film School. Throughout her profession-
al career, she has played a significant role in the 
Iranian film industry, working as a producer and 
deputy producer on numerous films and televi-
sion series. 

She has collaborated with renowned film-
makers such as Abbas Kiarostami, Nasser Tagh-
vai, Ali Hatami, Dariush Mehrjui, and others. 
Since 1996, Sheikholeslami has been making 
her own independent films, focusing on cultur-
al heritage, environmental issues, and women’s 
stories. She is a permanent member of the Ira-
nian Documentary Filmmakers Guild.

Mircea Sorin Albutiu has a master’a degree in 
documentary filmmaking. He has directed three 
documentaries.

Maria Bălănean graduated in film editing and 
sound design in 2014. Over the last 10 years, she 
edited documentaries that were screened at 
many festivals such as Vision du Reel or Ji.hlava 
IDFF. 

In 2017, she joined a master program in visu-
al anthropology, during which she directed her 
first documentary, Triplex Confinium, which was 
screened at several festivals and was nominat-
ed for Best Short Documentary at Romanian 
Film Awards (Gopo) in 2022. 

Cihan Aslı Filiz was selected as an interna-
tional producer for Cannes MIPTV’s Producers 
to Watch catalogue in 2022. She was also part 
of the Berlinale Co-Production Market selection 
committee in 2020 and 2021.

She has produced numerous internationally 
acclaimed films. She has also produced works 
for Amazon Prime Video. Currently, she is de-
veloping film and series projects at Bir Film as 
a creative producer.

Aysim Turkmen attended New School Film 
Program while she made the short film “Just 
Like Today” in New York. In Istanbul, she made 
award-winning documentaries, especially con-
cerning urban issues. 

She is on the advisory board of International 
Women Filmmakers Festival, İzmir. She is the co-
ordinator of the festival’s “Creating Characters 
from Izmir” section, in which filmmaking work-
shops as well as international masterclasses 
are organized. She is the founding member of 
Filmperest, Script Development Group. She’s 
currently working on her feature-length fiction 
film “Peekaboo” as well as the documentary film 
“Suburbia Underground” (both films have been 
funded by the Cinema Production Fund of Turk-
ish Ministry of Culture).

Andrew Robert Thomas has been involved in 
international creative production spanning the 
film, television, advertising and publishing in-
dustries for over 30 years. He has established 
production & management company Creative 
Hybrid, working with the finest international 
creative talents.

Maša Nešković holds a degree in film direct-
ing and a Ph.D. in polymedia art. She has direct-
ed short fiction films, short and mid-length 
documentaries, and a feature film “Asymmetry”, 
which were screened and won awards at inter-
national film festivals.

She has directed three prime-time TV series, 
documentary series for Vice TV, the “Serbia’s Got 
Talent” show, “The X Factor Serbia” show, and 
several music videos. In addition to her directing 
work, Maša works as a 1st AD and casting direc-
tor on films and TV series with both local and 
international crews.

Markus Berger is an animation filmmaker 
and visual effects artist, with expertise also 
in sound design and immersive media, in-
cluding virtual and augmented reality. After 
earning his master’s degree in digital arts 
from the University of Applied Sciences in 
Hagenberg, Austria, Markus moved to Izmir, 
Türkiye, where he has been a faculty member 
at Dokuz Eylül University’s Faculty of Fine Arts 
in the Department of Cartoon and Animation 
since 2014. In addition to his teaching role, he 
recently completed his PhD in Arts and Design 
at Dokuz Eylül University.

Throughout his career, Markus has directed 
several short animated, fiction, and documen-
tary films. He also has experience as an on-
set sound mixer and visual effects supervisor, 
contributing to a range of professional fea-
ture-length and short film projects. 

The 5 Photo & Film Award is a prestigious and 
large festival for film and photography. It sup-
ports artists from all over the world, especially 
independent and modern artists, and seeks to 
create a bridge between different countries and 
cultures. 

TEHRAN- The Iranian Deputy 
for Artistic Affairs at the Ministry 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Nadereh Rezai, on the third day of 
her visit to Tajikistan on Sunday, 
met and held discussions with the 
representative of the Minister of 
Culture of Uzbekistan and the head 
of the Grand Theater of Samarkand.

The meeting took place on the 
sidelines of the International Fes-
tival of Professional Theaters, an 
event in Dushanbe, the capital of 
Tajikistan, that Rezai attended, 
ISNA reported.

During the meeting Rezai men-
tioned that due to important his-
torical cities like Samarkand and 
Bukhara in Uzbekistan, Iranian 
cultural and artistic figures are al-
ways looking for cultural and artis-
tic commonalities that have been 
presented to the audience in the 
form of various works so far.

“I and my colleagues in the Gen-
eral Directorate of Dramatic Arts, 
the Office of Music, the General 
Directorate of Visual Arts, and the 
Office of Education and Planning 
are ready to carry out activities in 
the near future, by reviewing the 
proposals for joint cooperation be-
tween Iran and Uzbekistan, to ad-
vance artistic goals, especially the 
performance of works,” she said. 

This path can certainly be the be-
ginning of a new season of artistic 
activities of the two countries with 
more careful consideration, she 

added. 

For his part, the Uzbek official 
said that Irna and Uzbekistan have 
many cultural and artistic com-
monalities.

This path can be the prelude to 
a new season of joint activities be-
tween the two countries in the field 
of theater, he added. 

“What is of great importance to 
me is the planning and execution 
of various programs, especially in 
the field of theater, which can be 
the beginning of new activities in 
the field of artistic commonalities 
between the two countries.”

“I am sure that given the desir-

able quality of Iranian theatrical 
works, numerous events can be 
held in both countries. For this pur-
pose, I and my colleagues are ready 
to take the necessary measures 
and planning for signing a cultur-
al and artistic memorandum of 
understanding in the near future, 
in addition to reviewing what has 
been mentioned,” he concluded. 

Earlier this week, Rezai met with 
Tajikistan’s Minister of Culture, 
Matlubakhon Sattoriyon, in Du-
shanbe to strengthen cultural and 
artistic ties. 

Rezai discussed expanding col-
laborations and Sattoriyon high-
lighted shared cultural commonal-

ities and recent progress following 
a presidential visit. Both officials 
expressed readiness for a new 
phase of cooperation. 

Rezai proposed inviting Tajik art-
ists to Iran’s Fajr Festivals in 2026 
and mentioned potential joint 
music projects, including a per-
formance of Rudaki’s poems by an 
Iranian ensemble and performanc-
es by the son of the late maestro 
Davlatmand Kholov. 

The possibility of joint student 
music ensembles and mutual invi-
tations for cultural visits were also 
discussed, emphasizing the close 
artistic friendship between the two 
nations.
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Overlook and forgive the weaknesses of the generous people 
because if they fall down, Allah will help them.

Imam Ali (AS)
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British-Palestinian surgeon Dr. Ghassan Abu Sittah in 
a scene from documentary film “A State of Passion”

Gaza Genocide
Cartoonist: Derkaoui Abdellah from Morocco 

Cartoon of Day

Renowned Iranian, international figures to serve in  
film jury of 5 Film & Photo Awards

“A State of Passion” to go on screen  
at Bulgarian festival

Iran, Uzbekistan ready for 
theatrical cooperation
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