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The world has failed 
badly in Gaza 

By our staff writer

TEHRAN - Since March 2, 2015, the 
murderous regime of Israel has blocked the 
entry of food, water, and medicine into Gaza, 
but the world is just a spectator.

It is hard to imagine such a situation, but 
this horrible act is happening before the eyes 
of the impotent world.

How can the world excuse itself in the face 
of such a callousness by a bunch of cruel 
rulers in Israel? The future generations will 
not forgive the current rulers of the world.

The future generations will ask how the 
world could remain inactive in the face of this 
degree of sadistic acts. It seems the world 
is emotionless. This apocalyptic situation in 
Gaza will keep haunting the world.

The scenes of weeping children scrambling 
desperately to get a little portion of food 
distributed by charities cause pain in the hearts.  
These scenes are a disgrace to humanity.

A pro-Resistance 
popular referendum

By Sondoss Al Asaad 

SOUTH LEBANON — Ballots closed in the third 
round of municipal and mayoral elections on May 
18 in Beirut Governorate, Bekaa Governorate, and 
Baalbek-Hermel Governorate.

The municipal and mayoral elections are being 
held this month after being postponed twice, in 
2022 due to coincidence with the parliamentary 
elections, and in 2023 due to the government’s 
inability to secure the necessary funding.

It is noteworthy that Lebanon is administratively 
divided into 8 governorates that include 25 
districts, namely: Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the 
North, Akkar, the Bekaa, Baalbek-Hermel, the 
South, and Nabatieh.

Baalbek-Hermel Governorate recorded the 
highest voter turnout, with 48.08% participating, 
where they showed commitment to slogans such 
as “We are committed to our covenant with the 
Resistance” and “We are people of dignity and 
loyalty”.

Gaza media blackout 
deepens as Israeli 
strikes kill five more 
journalists

By Sahar Dadjoo

TEHRAN – The killing of journalists in Gaza 
has reached an unprecedented and alarming 
scale, as highlighted by the recent report from 
the Palestine Chronicle detailing the deaths 
of five more journalists in Israeli airstrikes, 
bringing the confirmed total to at least 219 
Palestinian journalists and media workers as 
of May 19, 2025. 

This tragedy is not an isolated incident but 
part of a persistent pattern since October 
7, 2023, making Gaza the deadliest place for 
journalists in modern history, surpassing the 
tolls of both World Wars, Vietnam, Yugoslavia, 
and Afghanistan combined. 

Undercover Israeli 
operation fails

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN – Undercover Israeli occupation 
troops launch a covert mission to recover 
Gaza captives, but the operation ends in 
failure.

Disguised as displaced Palestinian women, 
a unit from the Israeli occupation forces 
(IOF) conducted an operation in Khan Younis, 
southern Gaza, based on intelligence from the 
Israeli regime, aiming to free captives.

Hebrew media reported that the mission 
failed, as the IOF was unable to locate or 
rescue any captives.

According to Palestinian sources, the IOF 
unit, dressed in women’s clothing, infiltrated 
west of Salah al-Din Street, north of Khan 
Younis, allegedly in pursuit of Israeli captives.

The sources confirmed that the IOF failed 
to achieve its objective. Instead, they killed a 
Palestinian man and abducted his wife and 
child.

 Page 4

 Page 5

Pezeshkian urges 
Muslim academics 
to address common 
challenges

TEHRAN - In a meeting with 
representatives from Islamic 
countries’ higher education 
ministries on Monday, President 
Masoud Pezeshkian called for Muslim 
scholars to work together to address 
the challenges faced by their nations.

He emphasized that such 
gatherings provide an opportunity 
for a unified understanding among 
Islamic scientists. Pezeshkian, a 
trained heart surgeon, also noted 
that 90% of research remains 
unused due to a lack of collaboration 
between researchers and 
policymakers, urging unity among 
Islamic countries to reclaim their 
historical scientific position and 
support each other in various fields.

Iran opens its first 
specialized college for 
classic car restoration

By Afshin Majlesi 

TEHRAN - In a landmark development for 
cultural heritage and technical education in 
Iran, the country’s first specialized college 
dedicated to the restoration of classic cars 
was officially inaugurated on Monday.

The newly established college, affiliated 
with the Dafineh Museum Group and 
operating under the Mostazafan Foundation, 
was launched in close collaboration with the 
International Council of Museums (ICOM) in Iran. 

The college is situated on the premises 
of the Automobile Museum of Iran, which 
is home to an unparalleled collection of 
vintage and classic cars and other historical 
vehicles.   Page 6

Enrichment to 
continue with or 
without a deal: Iran FM 

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi has reaffirmed Iran’s firm position on 
its rights under the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), emphasizing that Tehran would not ac-
cept any compromise on a hard-earned scien-
tific achievement.

“Our stance on Iran’s rights as an NPT 
member is crystal clear,” he said. “Mastering 
enrichment technology is a homegrown suc-
cess—built through decades of sacrifice, both 
in terms of blood and resources. There is no 
scenario in which Iranians will permit deviation 
from this path.”

The senior Iranian diplomat added that the 
path to a lasting agreement remains open, 
should Washington prove ready for a serious 
and realistic approach.

“If the United States is genuinely interested 
in ensuring that Iran will not possess nuclear 
weapons, a deal is within reach,” Araghchi said. 
“We are prepared for a constructive conversa-
tion to achieve a solution that guarantees this 
outcome permanently. But enrichment in Iran 
will continue—with or without a deal.”  Page 3

Mohammad Sinwar 
alive and fighting, 
Hamas official tells 
Tehran Times

TEHRAN – According to a senior Hamas 
member, speaking to the Tehran Times, Mo-
hammad Sinwar – whom Israel alleges is lead-
ing the fight against its forces in Gaza – is alive 
and still fighting within the besieged territory.

Israel says it assassinated the brother of 
Hamas’ late leader, Yahya Sinwar, during a bru-
tal and deadly attack on a Gaza hospital last 
Tuesday. “This is a false claim Israel makes to 
justify the bombing of a hospital. Our brothers 
in Gaza have assured us that Mohammad Sin-
war is alive and still fighting the enemy firmly,” 
Osama Hamdan, a member of the Hamas Polit-
ical Bureau, told the Tehran Times. 

 The Israeli regime has routinely struck hos-
pitals and other civilian sites since it began its 
devastating war in Gaza 19 months ago. The 
stated goal was the “eradication” of Hamas, 
a Palestinian Resistance group that managed 
to shatter Israel’s myth of invincibility during a 
2023 attack on military positions in the occu-
pied territories. 

While the regime has killed over 60,000 
people, mostly civilians, in the past months, it 
has yet to come close to the dismantlement of 
Hamas, as admitted by Israel’s own officials 
on multiple occasions. The regime managed 
to assassinate Yahya Sinwar by accident last 
year while he was on the ground fighting, de-
spite having claimed for numerous weeks that 
the leader was inside a hardened tunnel, sur-
rounded by Israeli prisoners. 

On Western proposals that Hamas put down 
its weapons for “peace”, Hamdan pointed out 
that in the West Bank, there is no Hamas or 
Palestinian Jihad fighting the occupation, but 
Palestinians are still systematically oppressed 
and abused by Israel. 

“With Dali’s World” 
exhibition underway 
at Niavaran Cultural 
Historical Complex

TEHRAN – The Niavaran Cultural Historical Com-
plex in Tehran is hosting the art exhibition “With the 
World of Dali,” showcasing Salvador Dali’s artworks 
preserved in Niavarn Palace treasures.

This exhibition features a collection of works by 
the renowned Spanish surrealist artist Salvador 
Dali. It opened to art enthusiasts on May 17 and will 
run until May 31 at the In Royal Palace of the com-
plex, Honaronline reported.

The displayed works are selected from the trea-
sures of Niavaran Museums and will introduce a 
portion of the artistic heritage preserved in this his-
torical complex to visitors.

Salvador Dalí (1904-1989) was a Spanish surre-
alist artist renowned for his technical skill, precise 
draftsmanship, and the striking and bizarre images 
in his work.

Dalí’s artistic repertoire included painting, sculp-
ture, film, graphic arts, animation, fashion, and 
photography, at times in collaboration with other 
artists. He also wrote fiction, poetry, autobiogra-
phy, essays, and criticism. Major themes in his work 
include dreams, the subconscious, religion, science 
and his closest personal relationships.   Page 8

U.S. sanctions 
signal hostility, not 
diplomacy: Iran

TEHRAN – Iran has strongly condemned the 
latest round of U.S. sanctions, saying they reveal 
Washington’s persistent hostility toward the Iranian 
nation and cast serious doubt on American claims of 
diplomatic goodwill. 

At a weekly press conference on Monday, Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei accused the 
United States of pursuing a path that not only un-
dermines negotiations but also amounts to what he 
described as a “crime against humanity.”

“Every new sanctions package increases the burden 
of responsibility on American officials,” Baghaei told 
reporters. “It’s a clear message that the U.S. is not com-
mitted to diplomacy and instead holds a fundamental-
ly antagonistic stance toward the people of Iran.”

The spokesman stressed that Iran remains fully 
transparent in its nuclear activities and continues to 
advocate for dialogue and peaceful resolution. “Our 
nuclear program is entirely peaceful. We have noth-
ing to hide. Our willingness to negotiate demon-
strates our seriousness,” he said, warning that con-
tinued sanctions would only erode Tehran’s trust in 
the negotiation process.

Despite ongoing indirect nuclear talks between 
Iran and the United States—currently mediated by 
Oman and having undergone four rounds so far—
Baghaei said Washington’s actions contradict its 
rhetoric. “How can the U.S. claim to seek diplomacy 
while expanding measures that aim to economical-
ly and politically suffocate the Iranian nation?” he 
asked.  Page 2
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Secretary-General Nurlan Yermekbayev told Tehran Times:

SCO, with Iran’s Vigorous 
Involvement, Continues Its Efforts 
to Preserve Peace and Security
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By Xavier Villar

MADRID – In recent weeks, 
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio has made a series of 
strong statements about Iran’s 
nuclear program that go beyond 
reaffirming a traditional stance 
within the American establish-
ment. 

These remarks reflect an in-
ternal division between political 
currents with opposing views. 
While figures like JD Vance favor 
a more isolationist policy focused 
on domestic interests, Rubio em-
bodies the neoconservative and 
interventionist wing that has 
historically shaped Washington’s 
foreign policy. 

This clash of approaches com-
plicates a path that Tehran has 
consistently favored: a diplomat-
ic solution. In an already fragile 
international context, this inter-
nal dynamic and Rubio’s hardline 
rhetoric risk closing the door 
to a negotiated agreement that 
would, in the long term, benefit 
both parties.

Rubio, in recent interviews 
with networks such as CBS and 
Fox News, linked Iran’s right to 
uranium enrichment with an im-
minent danger to regional and 
global security, suggesting that 
this capability could be rapidly 
used to produce a nuclear weap-
on. However, this interpretation 
distorts the legal and technical 
framework that Iran has re-
peatedly defended, categorically 
denying any military intent in 
its nuclear program. For Tehran, 
such discourse is perceived as 
an act of distrust and hostility 
that undermines the creation of 
a conducive environment for ne-
gotiations and may perpetuate a 
cycle of sanctions and escalating 
tensions.

Rubio and the Interpretation 
of an imminent nuclear threat

In a recent interview aired 
on CBS’s Face the Nation, Ru-
bio stated: “If one is capable of 
enriching at any level, they ba-
sically also have the ability to 
rapidly enrich to weapons-grade 
levels.” He added that this issue 
had been a fundamental sticking 
point in the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment—the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA)—which 
Washington unilaterally with-

drew from in 2018.

In subsequent remarks to Fox 
News, Rubio was even more ex-
plicit and alarmist: “Once you 
reach 60% [enrichment], you are 
90% of the way there. Essential-
ly, you become a threshold nucle-
ar state, which is basically what 
Iran has become. They are on the 
brink of having a nuclear weapon. 
If they decide to do it, they could 
do it very quickly.” According to 
the secretary, stockpiling urani-
um enriched to 60% would facil-
itate a rapid conversion to 90%, 
which corresponds to the tech-
nical capacity to manufacture a 
nuclear warhead.

While these assertions are 
cloaked in technical language, 
they reveal a clear political will. 
This approach fits within an in-
terventionist vision aiming to re-
strict Iran’s autonomous action, 
which in practice would amount 
to demanding a de facto renun-
ciation of its national sovereign-
ty. Such a stance, beyond being 
scarcely acceptable for Tehran, 
risks hardening positions and 
complicating the reopening of ef-
fective diplomatic channels.

From Iran’s perspective, the 
right to develop nuclear tech-
nology for civil-
ian purposes is 
recognized by 
the Treaty on the 
Non-Prolifera-
tion of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), 
to which it is a 
signatory. The 
NPT establishes 
that states have 
the sovereign 
right to research, produce, and 
use nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes, always under the ver-
ification mechanisms of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA).

The IAEA has repeatedly certi-
fied that Iran’s nuclear program 
shows no diversion towards mil-
itary objectives, despite recur-
rent accusations from the United 
States and its allies. In this sense, 
the U.S. insistence on rejecting 
even low or moderate-level en-
richment can be interpreted in 
Tehran as a denial of a legitimate 
and legally recognized right, fu-
eling mistrust.

Diplomacy as Iran’s preferred 
path

Historically, Tehran has shown 
a preference for diplomatic ne-
gotiation. The 2015 nuclear deal, 
reached after years of multi-
lateral talks, was an attempt to 
establish clear limits and mon-
itoring mechanisms for Iran’s 
nuclear program in exchange for 
lifting international sanctions 
that had damaged its economy.

Since the U.S. withdrawal from 
the JCPOA in 2018 and the reim-
position of sanctions, relations 
between the two countries have 
considerably worsened. Nev-
ertheless, diplomacy remains 
Iran’s primary option, and Tehran 

has insisted on 
keeping the door 
open for a nego-
tiated solution 
that respects its 
rights and en-
sures regional 
security.

Within this 
f r a m e w o r k , 
public state-
ments by U.S. 

figures with rigid rhetoric such 
as Rubio’s may become obstacles 
to building the trust necessary to 
advance dialogue. The perception 
that Washington will not accept 
any concessions regarding en-
richment could harden Tehran’s 
stance and reduce its willingness 
to make programmatic conces-
sions.

Risks of eroding the diplo-
matic path

The hardening of U.S. rheto-
ric not only affects negotiations 
with Iran but also risks desta-
bilizing the region. A scenario 
where Iran feels cornered could 
lead to military escalation or a 

regional arms race, with neigh-
boring countries seeking to de-
velop or acquire their own nucle-
ar capabilities in response.

Moreover, imposing untenable 
conditions and denying the right 
to a peaceful nuclear program 
may alienate allies and interna-
tional partners advocating for a 
negotiated solution. Russia and 
China—key actors in the 2015 
negotiations—have repeatedly 
emphasized the importance of 
keeping dialogue open and re-
specting international commit-
ments to avoid conflict.

A realist perspective: The 
benefits of a diplomatic agree-
ment for the U.S.

From the standpoint of inter-
national relations realism, Pro-
fessor John Mearsheimer ana-
lyzes state actions through the 
lens of security and power bal-
ance. According to this approach, 
a nuclear agreement with Iran 
could be beneficial for the United 
States for several strategic rea-
sons.

First, an agreement that es-
tablishes clear limits program 
would contribute to easing ten-
sions in a region historically 
marked by complex challenges. A 
transparent framework of coop-
eration can help prevent misun-
derstandings and reduce the risk 
of accidental confrontations.

Second, building mutual trust 
and predictability is essential for 
long-term stability. An effective 
international monitoring system 
enables all parties involved to 
have greater confidence in each 
other’s peaceful intentions, fos-
tering an environment where 
dialogue and cooperation can 
thrive.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   ‘Nuclear enrich-
ment not up for debate’

Turning to remarks from U.S. 
officials suggesting Iran should 
be denied even minimal enrich-
ment capabilities, Baghaei firmly 
rejected the idea. “Enrichment 
is a natural and non-negotiable 
component of our peaceful nu-
clear industry,” he said, adding 
that this technology is essential 
for Iran’s energy future.

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi echoed the stance 
during a separate engagement, 
warning the U.S. against mak-
ing “unrealistic demands.” He 
stressed that Tehran will con-
tinue its enrichment activities 
regardless of the outcome of ne-
gotiations. “Statements coming 
from Washington are often de-
tached from the realities at the 
table,” Araghchi noted during a 
phone call with his Turkish coun-
terpart, Hakan Fidan.

In an interview with ABC’s “This 
Week”, Witkoff said the Trump ad-
ministration’s “red line” in nuclear 
talks with Iran is that Tehran can-
not maintain any ability to enrich 
uranium.

“We have one very, very clear 
red line, and that is enrichment. 
We cannot allow even 1% of an 
enrichment capability,” Witkoff 
added.

“Everything begins… with a 

deal that does not include en-
richment… because enrichment 
enables weaponization, and we 
will not allow a bomb to get here.”

‘Snapback mechanism lacks 
legal justification’

Responding to recent discus-
sions among European nations 
about invoking the JCPOA’s snap-
back mechanism—a provision 
allowing the reimposition of sus-
pended UN sanctions—Baghaei 
warned against such a move. 
“The snapback mechanism lacks 
legal justification. Our nuclear 
activities are peaceful and fully 
transparent,” he stated.

He added that triggering the 
mechanism would signal a com-
plete abandonment of diplo-

macy, calling it a “double-edged 
sword” that would invite recipro-
cal Iranian measures. “We hope 
European countries reconsider 
their approach and refrain from 
misusing tools of intimidation,” 
Baghaei urged.

 ‘Israel is sabotaging peace 
efforts’

Baghaei also accused Israel of 
playing a “destructive and desta-
bilizing” role in the region and the 
nuclear talks. He cited numerous 
Israeli actions, including the as-
sassinations of Iranian scientists 
and attacks across the region, as 
evidence of Tel Aviv’s intent to 
derail peace and provoke conflict.

He cautioned that Israel may 
attempt to frame Iran in a bid to 

escalate tensions in the region. 
“All countries must remain alert 
to ensure international peace is 
not undermined by Israeli provo-
cations,” he warned.

The spokesman praised Oman 
and Qatar for their constructive 
mediation in the ongoing nego-
tiations, highlighting Tehran’s 
strong diplomatic ties with Per-
sian Gulf states. He noted that 
Foreign Minister Araghchi had 
recently discussed regional de-
velopments with officials from 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman, and 
Qatar.

Baghaei emphasized that Iran 
hopes for greater regional coop-
eration based on mutual inter-
ests and independence from ex-
ternal influence. “We expect our 
neighbors to support regional 
stability and avoid falling into the 
agendas of non-regional actors,” 
he said.

Closing the briefing, Baghaei 
confirmed that discussions on a 
long-term strategic partnership 
treaty with Russia are progress-
ing. He said initial groundwork 
began under the late Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdol-
lahian, who died in a helicopter 
crash in May 2024. “The Iranian 
Parliament will soon review the 
treaty, continuing his legacy of 
diplomacy and strategic vision,” 
he added.

Etemad analyzed the cooperation between 
Iran, China, and Russia. It wrote: Selecting Teh-
ran as a reliable partner by Russia and China 
indicates the special position and mutual trust 
between these three emerging powers. Rela-
tions between Iran and Russia are based on 
common interests and common concerns about 
the increasing influence of the West. This co-
operation between Iran and Russia is not only 
in the interests of the two countries but also 
changes the balance of power in the region in 
favor of the emerging powers. Relations be-
tween Iran and China are also based on com-
mon economic and political interests. Economic 
and military cooperation with China is another 
component of Iran’s foreign policy. Despite U.S. 
sanctions, trade relations between Tehran and 
China, especially China’s oil imports from Iran, 
have increased. This cooperation helps Iran 
overcome the economic and political challenges 
resulting from U.S. sanctions. Given geopolitical 
developments, Iran is establishing its position 
as an independent and influential regional pow-
er in the multipolar world order. Strategic coop-
eration with Russia and China gives Iran greater 
bargaining power on the international stage and 
allows the country to resist Western pressure.

Ettelaat: Why should we welcome Saudi en-
try into Iran-US talks?

In an interview with Hassan Beheshtipour, an 
international affairs analyst, Ettelaat discussed 
the possible influence of Saudi Arabia on the 
Iran-U.S. negotiations. He said: Since the Saudi 
government and the Islamic Republic have laid 
the foundation to end disputes and establish in-
teraction, Saudi Arabia can play a role in a possi-
ble easing of the atmosphere between Iran and 
the United States. (Elsewhere in his remarks) 
He said the main reason for the problems we 
are facing in various sectors is the cruel sanc-
tions imposed on Iran by the United States and 
some European countries. Therefore, in a situa-
tion where the pressure on the people has exac-
erbated the crisis, we have no choice but to be 
realistic in negotiations and avoid emotional po-
sitions and prepare the ground for the lifting of 
sanctions. To reach a favorable agreement and 
keep the path of negotiations open, everything 
that is necessary must be taken seriously. Ac-
cordingly, there is no problem with Saudi Arabia 
or any other country entering our negotiations 
with the United States. We can achieve our de-
mands through intelligence in negotiations and 

use the capacity of regional countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, to achieve results.

Vatan-e-Emrooz: Iran-Arab proximity will 
reduce US influence in the region

The membership of Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Egypt in BRICS can be con-
sidered a remarkable and significant step in the 
international politics of the Arab world. Beijing’s 
mediation between Tehran and Riyadh and the 
Saudi role in the recent mediation between the 
Russians and the Americans have worried the 
United States, as the only influential interna-
tional power in the region. In such a context and 
considering the strong relations of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran with China, India, and Russia, 
any strengthening of cooperation between Teh-
ran and the Arab sheikhdoms will practically 
lead to a decrease in the historical influence of 
the United States in the region. In fact, through 
its close relations with Beijing and Moscow, the 
Islamic Republic can act as a bridge between 
the Arab League and the Eastern governments 
and provide a suitable platform for increasing 
regional cooperation between Tehran and the 
Arabs with the Eastern powers; a policy that will 
end the three decades of the White House’s total 
dominance in the international community.

Iran: Lifting sanctions is a prerequisite to 
return to global engagement

The Iran newspaper wrote in a note: In a 
situation where the Middle East region is still 
involved in intense political, security, and hu-
manitarian crises and the Western world is 
also facing a wave of strategic uncertainties, 
the best option for Iran is to open the path of 
dialogue with the United States, which can not 
only reduce the intensity of sanctions pressure 
but also stabilize Iran’s regional position. If the 
nuclear deal is revived once again, it can lead to 
the lifting of a significant part of the anti-Iran 
sanctions and help stabilize the region where 
Europe also has significant interests. It should 
not be forgotten that sanctions have not only 
targeted the Iranian people but also effectively 
paralyzed diplomacy. Lifting these sanctions is a 
prerequisite for a return to rationality and glob-
al engagement. Iran, a country with enormous 
economic and geopolitical potential, deserves 
to be part of the future regional and global or-
der, not on the margins. But this is only possible 
through diplomacy; a diplomacy that must pro-
ceed with intelligence, clarity, and the support 
of national will.

TEHRAN – Iranian Minister of Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism, and Handicrafts, Reza Salehi 
Amiri, met with Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican 
on Sunday, reaffirming Iran’s commitment to 
cultural diplomacy and interfaith dialogue.

During the meeting, Salehi Amiri conveyed 
a message from the President of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and emphasized Iran’s long-
standing belief in the unifying principles of 
the world’s great faiths.

“We believe all divine religions are rooted 
in a single truth—one that calls humanity to 
dignity, compassion, and peace,” Salehi Ami-
ri stated. He stressed that Iran’s approach 
to global engagement goes beyond politics, 
rooted instead in the country’s rich civiliza-
tional heritage.

“Our cultural legacy serves as a universal 
language of connection,” he added. “In today’s 
world, such a language is essential for build-
ing a more humane and cooperative future.”

Pope Leo XIV praised the historical and cul-
tural depth of the Iranian people, noting that 
when faith is expressed through respect and 
dialogue, “it holds the power to transform 
the world.” He welcomed all efforts that aim 
to bring nations and peoples closer together.

Pope Leo XIV, elected on May 8, is the first 
American to lead the Catholic Church in its 
two-millennia history. Originally from Chica-
go, the 69-year-old spent much of his clerical 
career in Peru before heading the Vatican’s 
influential Dicastery for Bishops.
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Rubio’s hardline rhetoric 
risks closing the door to 
a negotiated agreement 
that would, in the long 

term, benefit both 
parties
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Iranian minister meets Pope Leo XIV in 
Vatican, delivers president’s message

Iran is a reliable and powerful partner

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

U.S. sanctions signal 
 hostility, not diplomacy: Iran 

Marco Rubio and the threat to diplomacy 
 in the Iranian nuclear conflict

 Iranian Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Reza Salehi Amiri (R) 
 presents the Iranian President’s message to Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican, May 18, 2025.

 Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei addresses  
reporters at his weekly press conference in Tehran on May 19, 2025.



TEHRAN – Tehran Dialogue Forum came to an 
end on Monday, with the second and final day in-
volving a compelling mix of expert panels, probing 
interviews with influential voices, and keynote ad-
dresses from Iran’s leading figures.

AI’s economic and geopolitical ripple effects, 
the evolving face of Resistance in West Asia, and 
the promise of regional corridors dominated dis-
cussions as the Tehran Dialogue Forum drew to 
a close. High-profile interviews with figures like 
Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Fuad Hussein, and Turkmenistan’s Top Diplo-
mat Rasit Meredow kept the spotlight firmly on 
these crucial issues. A speech by Iran’s Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf was the last 
event of the day.

Non-governmental and independent figures 
were also an important part of the TDF of 2025. 
“The private sector took part in the forum for the 
first time this year,” said Saeed Khatibzadeh, head 

of Iran’s Institute for Political and International 
Studies and the event’s chief organizer, in remarks 
to the Tehran Times. “Of course, there were many 
ambassadors, ministers, and regional officials 
who were present during the discussions. But this 

year, we particularly tried to invite guests from all 
walks of life.” 

Khatibzadeh said the avid attendance showed 
the region has “accepted” the TDF. “This forum is 
the fruit of four decades of Iranian diplomacy. I 
think the region has come to the realization that 
together, we can converse and find solutions to 
West Asia’s challenges.”

During a press conference towards the end of 
the day, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
hailed “unprecedented” attendance by foreign 
intellectuals and officials in the forum, which 
showed Tehran enjoys the potentiality to become 
a center for the exchange of views on regional and 
international issues. 

During discussions with the Tehran Times cor-
respondent, dignitaries from Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
UAE, and Oman said they were looking forward to 
attending the TDF again next year. 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs summoned the United 
Kingdom’s charge d’affaires on Mon-
day in response to the “suspicious 
and unjustified” arrests of Iranian 
citizens in the UK, denouncing the 
allegations as “politically motivated 
fabrications.”

The diplomatic rebuke follows 
British authorities’ recent charges 
against three Iranians under its so-
called National Security Act, which 
Tehran has dismissed as part of a 
broader campaign to exert pressure 
on Iran.

During the meeting, Shahram Qa-
zizadeh, Director-General of the For-
eign Ministry’s Third Western Europe 
Department, demanded an official 
explanation from the UK govern-
ment for the “unlawful detention” of 
Iranian nationals and the refusal to 
grant timely consular access.

Qazizadeh emphasized that the 
arrests, conducted without evidence 
and in violation of international 
norms, were “contrary to accepted 

principles of international law and 
human rights,” including the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations.

“The responsibility for the adverse 
consequences of such actions, which 
appear driven by political motives 
to pressure Iran, lies entirely with 
the British government,” Qazizadeh 
stated, adding that London has de-
liberately withheld information from 
Iranian diplomatic channels.

The diplomatic clash follows UK 
authorities charging three Irani-
an nationals—Mostafa Sepahvand 
(39), Farhad Javadi Manesh (44), and 
Shapoor Qalehali Khani Noori (55)—
with surveillance and reconnais-
sance activities.

The claims, framed as links to a 
foreign intelligence service, have 
centered on Iran despite lacking 
concrete evidence, raising questions 
about the motives behind the UK’s 
allegations.

The men, who had sought asylum 
in the UK between 2016 and 2022, 

appeared in Westminster Magis-
trates’ Court on May 17 and face 
accusations of planning “serious vi-
olence.”

Tehran has consistently rejected 
these allegations, denouncing them 
as unfounded, politically motivated 
accusations intended to damage 
Iran’s global reputation.

Later on Monday, in a tit-for-tat 
response, the UK Foreign Office 
summoned Iran’s Ambassador Ali 
Mousavi, asserting that the charges 
against the three Iranians were part 
of efforts to “protect national secu-
rity.”

A British spokesperson claimed, 
“Iran must be held accountable for 
its actions,” though no concrete ev-
idence has been publicly disclosed to 
substantiate the allegations.

Earlier this month, British “coun-
terterrorism operations” led to the 
arrest of five Iranians, though they 
were later released without charge.

In response, the Iranian Embassy 

in London issued a sharp statement 
on Saturday, dismissing the matter 
as “Much Ado About Nothing!”—a 
remark that showed Tehran’s skep-
ticism toward British counterter-
rorism claims, which Iranian officials 
argue have been weaponized to dis-
credit the Islamic Republic.

The arrests coincide with in-
creased diplomatic complexities 
between Iran and Western pow-
ers, particularly as indirect nuclear 
negotiations between Tehran and 
Washington have been ongoing since 
last month.

Some analysts suggest that the 
UK’s actions stem from frustration 
over its diminished role in diplomatic 
affairs, prompting British officials to 
apply pressure as a means of influ-
encing negotiations.

Iran, meanwhile, has consistently 
cautioned against foreign interfer-
ence in its internal affairs—particu-
larly as European powers continue to 
take politically motivated and coun-
terproductive measures.

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Esmail Baqaei categorically 
rejected the Arab League’s “unfounded and 
unacceptable” claims to the Iranian islands of 
Bu Musa, Greater Tunb, and Lesser Tunb, reaf-
firming Iran’s “inalienable sovereignty” over 
the trio of territories.

The remarks came Monday in response 
to the final communiqué of the 34th Arab 
League Summit in Baghdad, which absurdly 
supported the United Arab Emirates’ disput-
ed claims to the islands.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran considers any 
claim to these islands contrary to the funda-
mental principles of the United Nations Char-
ter and international law, including respect 
for territorial integrity and national sover-
eignty,” Baqaei wrote in a statement.

He condemned the Arab League’s inclu-
sion of the matter in its summit statement 
as “politically motivated” and urged the bloc 
to “acknowledge unchangeable historical and 
geographical realities” instead of promoting 
“baseless narratives.”

Baqaei further advised the Arab League 

to prioritize “strengthening regional under-
standing and cooperation” rather than echo-
ing the UAE’s “decades-long campaign of 
distortion.”

The Iranian spokesman stressed that Iran’s 
ownership of the islands is rooted in “cen-
turies of historical, legal, and geographical 
evidence,” dismissing the UAE’s claims as a 
“revisionist effort” fueled by external actors.

Iran’s historical and legal sovereignty 
over the islands

The three islands—Bu Musa, Greater Tunb, 
and Lesser Tunb—are located in the strate-
gically significant Strait of Hormuz and have 
been under Iranian administration since No-
vember 30, 1971.

Following the withdrawal of British colo-
nial forces, Iranian troops swiftly reasserted 
control over the territories.

Deeply intertwined with Iran’s civilization-
al identity, historical records—from ancient 
maps to treaties—consistently depict the 
islands as integral parts of Iranian territory, 
with governance tracing back to the Achae-

menid, Parthian, and Sasanian empires.

During the colonial era, Britain occupied 
the islands in 1921, administering them under 
a protectorate system managed through lo-
cal Arab sheikhdoms.

Throughout this period, Iran remained 
firm in its position, repeatedly lodging diplo-
matic protests and reaffirming sovereignty 
through symbolic acts such as flag-raising 
ceremonies and official visits.

On November 30, 1971, Iran finalized the 
restoration of control by signing a bilateral 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
Sharjah for Bu Musa while reintegrating the 
uninhabited Tunbs without dispute.

After its federation in 1971, the UAE ad-
vanced claims based on Britain’s colonial-era 
arrangements—a rationale that Iran dis-
misses as legally void.

Beyond its historical and legal dimensions, 
the islands are pivotal to Iran’s defense strat-
egy, offering critical oversight of the Strait of 
Hormuz—a global energy chokepoint through 
which nearly 20% of the world’s oil passes.

From Page 1    Additional-
ly, Araghchi said that while the 
United States is free to tailor its 
public messaging to domestic 
audiences and special interest 
groups, Tehran will remain com-
mitted to conducting negotia-
tions in a professional and dis-
creet manner.

“In addressing the talks re-
garding Iran’s peaceful nuclear 
program, our U.S. interlocu-
tors are naturally free to pub-
licly state whatever they deem 
fit to ward off special interest 
groups—actors that have histor-
ically influenced the agendas of 
past administrations,” Araghchi 
said, referencing growing dis-
crepancies between U.S. officials’ 
public and private stances.

“Iran can only control what we 
Iranians do,” he continued. “And 
that is to avoid negotiating in 
public—especially considering 
the dissonance we are witness-
ing between U.S. statements 

from one week to the next.”
This concern was echoed by 

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baghaei during his 
weekly press briefing on Mon-
day. Responding to a question, 

Baghaei remarked: “The shifting 
positions of the American side is 
like a game of Snakes and Lad-
ders. Every time we hold a ne-
gotiating session, we feel that 
some progress has been made 
and that at the very least, both 
sides are beginning to under-
stand each other’s perspectives. 
Unfortunately, as soon as the 
American delegation returns to 
Washington, they adopt entirely 
different positions.”

He added, “This recurring and 
repeated uncertainty makes any 
negotiation process extreme-
ly difficult and raises further 
doubts about whether the oth-
er side is truly serious in these 
talks. This is a question that the 
American side must answer.”

Iran’s women’s 
sitting volleyball 
team to compete in 
PVAO
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s sitting volleyball 

team will participate in the 2025 ParaVolley 
Asia Oceania Zonal Championships (PVAO).

The competition is scheduled to be held in 
Hangzhou, China, from June 9 to 19.

The 2025 PVAO will feature both wom-
en’s and men’s sections, but Iran will only 
compete in the women’s category. The par-
ticipating teams include China, Iran, Japan, 
Thailand, South Korea, Mongolia, and Austra-
lia, according to the team’s technical director, 
Hadi Rezaei.

“China are the Paralympic champions and 
one of the strongest teams in Asia. Japan are 
also ranked 11th in the world, so the main 
competition for the first to third places will 
be among China, Iran, and Japan,” Rezaei 
stated.

“Our team are preparing for the 2026 Asian 
Para Games and the 2028 Paralympic Games. 
We need to organize more training camps 
and send the team to international tourna-
ments to accelerate their development. Our 
women possess enormous potential that re-
quires greater support so they can showcase 
their abilities.”

“Our women are currently ranked second 
in Asia and tenth in the world. With more in-
vestment, we can solidify our position and 
improve further. Although the program in 
China might not produce the expected re-
sults, we are confident that, in Nagoya, we 
can perform at our very best,” Rezaei con-
cluded.

Paykan win 
promotion to the 
2025/26 PGPL
TEHRAN – Paykan Football Club secured 

their promotion to the 2025/26 Iran Persian 
Gulf Professional League (PGPL) after de-
feating Mes Kerman 2-1 on Sunday.

Previously, Fajr Sepasi had earned promo-
tion to the PGPL as champions of the Azade-
gan League.

Havadar and Nassaji were relegated from 
the PGPL to the First Division (Azadegan 
League).

Paykan are one of Iran’s oldest football 
clubs, established in 1967.

Persepolis 
complete signing 
of Reza Shekari 
TEHRAN – Persepolis football club an-

nounced Sunday night that they have com-
pleted the signing of attacking midfielder 
Reza Shekari from Sepahan.

Shekari, 26, scored 10 goals during his two 
seasons with Sepahan. He joins Persepolis on 
a two-year contract for an undisclosed fee.

Shekari began his career at Zob Ahan and 
has also played for Rubin Kazan in Russia, as 
well as Iranian clubs Tractor and Gol Gohar.

He is the fourth new signing for Persepolis 
this season, following Thievy Bifouma, Mojta-
ba Fakhrian, and Amin Kazemian.

Persepolis, the most decorated football 
team in Iran’s Persian Gulf Pro League, are 
determined to win the title in the upcoming 
season.

Tabiat lose to Al 
Riyadi in 2025 
WASL Final 
TEHRAN – Iranian basketball team Tabiat 

lost to Lebanon’s Al Riyadi 104-77 in the 2025 
FIBA West Asia Super League (WASL) final 
Sunday night. 

As usual, Wael Arakji led the way in the vic-

tory with 28 points and 6 assists, scoring 12 
of his output in the opening frame alone to 
help his side overcome a tepid start and seize 
control for good.

Marcus Georges-Hunt was also crucial in 
the win with 24 points and 5 rebounds as 
his chase for the WASL championship finally 
came to an end after falling short with Ku-
wait Club in the last two seasons.

Tabiat, on the other hand, was led by center 
Ivan Buva with 15 points and 5 rebounds as 
they could only for a runner-up finish - none-
theless the highest finish for an Iranian team 
by far in WASL.

Sina Vahedi made 14 points. Amir Gholiza-
deh scored 12, while Perry Petty and Arman 
Zangeneh added 11 each.

Al Riyadi and Tabiat will now turn their at-
tention to the BCL Asia 2025 in June 9-15 as 
the WASL representatives, with the former 
coming in looking for a repeat in the highest 
club competition in the continent.

Akrami to officiate 
at 2027 AFC Asian 
Cup Qualification
TEHRAN – Iran’s Hassan Akrami has been 

chosen to officiate the match between the 
Philippines and Tajikistan in the third round 
of 2027 AFC Asian Cup qualification.

The match has been scheduled for June 10 
at the New Clark City Stadium in Capas, the 
Philippines.

Akrami will be assisted by his countrymen 
Farhad Farhadpour and Amirmohammad 
Davoudzadeh.

A total of 24 teams participate in the third 
round for the final six slots in the 2027 AFC 
Asian Cup.

Hossein 
Rezazadeh, a true 
Iranian hero: IWF
TEHRAN - Weightlifting symbolizes 

strength, and the super heavyweight cate-
gory is often associated with the ‘strongest 
men’ on earth.

Lifters shining in this category are often 
elevated to a stardom status, both in the 
history of the sport and of their respective 
country. Hossein Rezazadeh, from Iran, is 
certainly a good example of this principle.

 Born in 1978, he started to shine at the end 
of the 1990s, with one bronze medal at the 
1998 Asian Games, the gold at the 1999 Asian 
Championships, and another third place at 
the 1999 World Championships. 

Arrived in Sydney (AUS) for his first Games 
in 2000, Rezazadeh breaks the hegemony of 
Soviet/Russian lifters in the heaviest cate-
gory, earning his Olympic title in 212.5-260-
472.5. 

It was the initial highlight of an outstand-
ing career that would include another Olym-
pic victory in Athens 2004 and four World 
wins, from 2002 to 2006. He triumphed also 
in the 2002 and 2006 editions of the Asian 
Games. 

Moreover, the Iranian ace established six 
World Records during his career, with bests 
of 213kg in Snatch and 263.5kg in Clean & 
Jerk. 

In 2008, before the Games in Beijing, he 
was advised by his medical team to stop 
weightlifting, and much to the surprise of his 
fans, he announced his retirement, iwf.sport 
reported. 

 A true hero in his country, he was immedi-
ately invited to join the Iranian Weightlifting 
Federation as special advisor (then manag-
er and coach) and initiated also a political 
career, namely as a member of Tehran’s City 
Council. Having won ‘Iran’s Sportsperson of 
the Year’ award on four occasions, he is the 
only athlete in his country to have achieved 
such an accolade.  
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IRAN IN FOCUSEnrichment to continue 
 with or without a deal: Iran FM 

Iranian diplomat and chief organizer of TDF, 
Saeed Khatibzadeh, getting interviewed by the 

Tehran Times on Monday 

High-profile attendance marks  
conclusion of Tehran Dialogue Forum

Iran summons UK charge d’affaires  
over unlawful detention of nationals

Tehran condemns Arab League’s ‘politically  
motivated’ challenge to Iranian sovereignty 



By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN- Secretary-Gener-

al of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) Nurlan Yer-
mekbayev arrived in Tehran on 
Friday night to participate in the 
Tehran Dialogue Forum (TDF), 
and hold bilateral meetings with 
Iranian officials, including Foreign 
Affairs Minister Abbas Araqchi, 
Energy Minister Abbas Aliabadi, 
and Chairman of Parliament’s Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy 
Committee Ebrahim Azizi.

The three-day visit of the SCO 
secretary-general was aimed 
at expanding cooperation in the 
economic, political, and security 
fields.

During the official’s stay in 
Iran, the Tehran Times conducted 
an exclusive interview with him 
which comes as follows.

What benefits and advan-
tages does Iran gain from join-
ing the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation as a full member?

Over 24 years since its estab-
lishment, the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) has 
evolved into the largest trans-re-
gional association and a key actor 
in the system of international 
interaction, making a substantial 
contribution to regional security, 
sustainable growth, and the de-
velopment of business, cultural 
and humanitarian ties across 
Eurasia.

In this context, participation in 
SCO activities— in various for-
mats—offers external partners 
additional opportunities; and it is 
no coincidence that global inter-
est to the Organisation continues 
to be on the rise.

Since acceding to the SCO in 
2023 as a member state, Iran has 
taken a proactive stance in the 
Organisation’s activities. 

This engagement not only 
strengthens the SCO’s achieve-
ments but also opens new hori-
zons for Tehran to accelerate 
development and enhance pros-
perity.

Against the backdrop of es-
calating crises in various parts 
of the globe, rising international 
confrontation and multiplying 
conflicts, the SCO - with Iran’s in-
volvement—pursues its efforts to 
preserve peace and security.

Responding to the growing 
number of terrorist and other un-
lawful acts, including within the 
Organisation’s area of respon-
sibility, we adhere to a policy of 
zero tolerance toward such man-
ifestations and wage an uncom-
promising fight against threats 
and challenges, together with all 
member states, Iran included, in 
the interest of regional security 
and stability.

We note that a range of politi-

cal events is unfolding in Central 
Asia, around Iran and in West 
Asia; the SCO, acting on the basis 
of its Charter and with respect 
to the UN Charter, responds as 
promptly as possible—for exam-
ple, by issuing statements—and, 
in the spirit of the “SCO communi-
ty,” extends support to its mem-
ber states, including our Iranian 
partners.

Economically, Iran’s accession 
to the SCO evidentlyexpands the 
country’s development poten-
tial. Iran plays a strategic role 
as a transit hub through which 
the key international transport 
corridors—such as North–South 
and East–West—are functioning, 
helping to optimise transport and 
logistics schemes, simplify cus-
toms administration and stimu-
late trade and economic interac-
tion within the SCO.

 Given Iran’s substantial hydro-
carbon deposits, the country is 
well placed to play an active role 
in developing energy cooperation 
within the SCO and in interna-
tional projects conducted under 
its auspices. Membership also 
broadens access for other Iranian 
goods to new markets.

To summarize it, the SCO and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran as an 
integral part of the Organisation 
enjoy tangible mutual dividends. 
The Secretariat provides com-
prehensive support to the Iranian 
side in implementing its initia-
tives and tapping the potential of 
multilateral cooperation.

What prospects does Iran’s 
membership open up for the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation?

As a important regional power 
with significant economic poten-
tial, ancient history and a rich cul-
tural legacy, Iran unquestionably 
makes a substantial contribution 
to the SCO’s capacity to strength-
en peace, security and stability 
across Eurasia, deepen cooper-
ation in a wide array of practical 
fields, and enhance mutual un-
derstanding and good-neigh-
bourliness among our peoples.

As was noted above, Iran’s 
transit potential can be utilized 
to broaden access to global mar-
kets. Its membership gives SCO 

states—especially land-locked 
ones—additional options for 
reaching international maritime 
shipping routes.

 Rapid expansion of Iran’s in-
dustrial sector underpins the 
growth of trade with SCO mem-
bers, including the Central Asian 
countries, Russia, Belarus, India 
and Pakistan. It is worth noting 
that the overwhelming share of 
Iran’s inward foreign direct in-
vestment comes from countries 
of the Organisation.

 Iran can also share its know-
how and export goods and ser-
vices to SCO states—consulting, 
engineering, construction, the 
operation and maintenance of ex-
traction and processing facilities 
as well as power transmission 
networks and grids.

 The same applies to the 
agro-industrial complex: Iran’s 
entry into the SCO will help unlock 
the existing potential to mutually 
increase supplies of agricultural 
products and foodstuffs and for 
spreading agroinnovation.

 SCO members are striving to 
expand the use of national cur-
rencies in mutual financial set-
tlements, envisagingthis as an 
important factor in developing 
trade and investment coopera-
tion. The relevant SCO Roadmap 
is currently being implemented. 
Iran’s experience in this sphere—
including gained within the Asian 
Clearing Union—can be highly 
valuable.

 In recent years, the SCO has 
focused on encouragingindustrial 
links. A Programme to Stimulate 
Industrial Cooperation among 
the business communities of the 
member states has been adopted, 
and the possibility of organizing 
an annual SCO International In-
dustrial Exhibition (“SCO EXPO”) 
is under discussion. We do note 
Iran’s interest in working togeth-
er on this track.

 Iran also possesses consid-
erable capacities in healthcare, 
pharmaceuticals, expert training 
and epidemiological monitoring.

 Persian civilization has left a 
unique footprint in human his-
tory, contributing to art, litera-
ture, architecture and philosophy. 

Iran’s participation makes the 
SCO’s humanitarian agenda even 
more multifaceted, and we ex-
pect the country to play an ever 
more active role in fostering cul-
tural exchanges among member 
states.

 Iran’s expertise may help deep-
en scientific, technological and 
innovation cooperation within the 
SCO.

 This involves multilateral in-
teraction to create new start-up 
ecosystems, technoparks, inno-
vation clusters and venture-cap-
ital funds, among others. Partic-
ular attention is currently being 
focused on artificial intelligence. 
Within the Organisation, we are 
discussing opportunities for joint 
R&D projects in this field and for 
establishing the requisite digital 
infrastructure in the region.

 We therefore view the pros-
pects for Iran’s participation in 
the SCO with optimism and are 
pleased to see the country’s in-
creasingly energetic involvement 
in the Organisation’s activities.

What role can Iran, as an 
SCO member state, play in coun-
tering the unilateralist policies 
that prevail in today’s world?

The countries of the “SCO com-
munity,” Iran included, are com-
mitted to turning the Eurasian 
region into a peaceful, prosper-
ous and harmonious space. To 
achieve this goal, we seek com-
mon ground that respects exist-
ing political, economic and cul-
tural realities, strive for mutual 
understanding, and work toward 
consensus-based decisions. Such 
unity of purpose is especially cru-
cial today, amid profound polit-
ical shifts and economic shocks 
worldwide.

The SCO Charter states that one 
of the Organization’s principal ob-
jectives is cooperation in prevent-
ing international conflicts and re-
solving them by peaceful means. 
At the 2024 Astana Summit, the 
heads of the member states ad-
opted the Initiative “On Global 
Unity for a Just World, Harmony 
and Development,” which stress-
es that the SCO does not support 
any actions hostile to other states 
or regions and calls for rejecting 
policies of confrontation, mutual 
threats, blackmail, interference 
in internal affairs, and the use of 
illegal military-political, economic 
or ideological pressure.

To mentoring, dictating, im-
posing sanctions, unlawful uni-
lateral restrictive measures and 
confrontational ideologies, we 
contrapose and advocate for 
the “Shanghai Spirit”: multilat-
eral, non-bloc, depoliticized and 
non-ideological approach. Iran is 
fully committed to these princi-
ples.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commodities 
valued at $189 million to Turkey in the first Iranian 
calendar month of Farvardin (March 21-April 21), 
according to data from the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

The IRICA data showed that Turkey was Iran’s 
fourth top non-oil export destination in the men-
tioned month.

Exporting commodities valued at $538 million 
to Iran, Turkey was Iran’s third source of non-oil 
import in the said month, the IRICA report added.

As previously announced by Abolfazl Akbarpour, 
the deputy head of IRICA for planning and interna-
tional affairs, Iran exported non-oil commodities 
valued at $6.8 billion to Turkey in the past Iranian 
calendar year, which ended on March 20, 2025.

Akbarpour said that Turkey was Iran’s fourth 
top export destination in the previous year.

Exporting commodities valued at $12.4 billion to 
Iran, Turkey was Iran’s third top source of import in 
that year, the official added.

On April 14, the secretary of Iran’s Free Trade 
and Special Economic Zones High Council said that 
Iran is pursuing the creation of a joint free trade 
zone with Turkey, as part of broader efforts to 
resolve long-pending investment challenges and 
boost cooperation with neighboring countries.

Speaking to Tasnim News Agency, Reza Mas-
rour said a special task force has been formed to 
resolve unresolved projects that have lingered in 
Iran’s free zones for over 15 years. 

“We are actively following up on the establish-
ment of a joint free trade zone with Turkey,” he 
noted, adding that a joint working group between 
Iran and Turkey will take charge of advancing the 
plan.

Masrour stressed the need for a major shift 
in investment strategy across the country’s free 
trade zones, stating, “We must move decisively 
beyond what was done in the past. 

Investment incentives should be swiftly ap-

proved and implemented by each zone’s board of 
directors.”

To facilitate bilateral cooperation, a joint forum 
is planned for July this year, bringing together Ira-
nian and Turkish free zone officials and investors 
in one of Iran’s free trade zones.

The official said that each zone must update its 
investment offerings and identify sector-specific 
priorities to attract investors based on its unique 
capacities. 

He added that investor satisfaction is critical, 
and new investment decisions are often influ-
enced by the experiences of previous investors.

He criticized prolonged unresolved projects, 
noting that some have remained inactive for up 
to 15 years. “Creating task forces is necessary, but 
not enough. Problems must be addressed funda-
mentally. 

CEOs must be personally involved, and out-
comes should be achieved within six months.”

On March 11, Iran’s ambassador to Turkey an-
nounced a significant rise in bilateral trade be-
tween Tehran and Ankara, stating that the trade 
volume between the two nations reached $11.8 
billion last year and has surpassed $17.5 billion as 
of February this year. The figure is expected to hit 
$19 billion by year-end.

According to IRNA, citing Iran’s Ministry of 
Transport and Urban Development, Moham-
mad-Hossein Habibollahzadeh made the remarks 
during a virtual session of the Iran-Turkey Joint 
Transport Committee, emphasizing the impor-
tance of transit development. 

He noted that transit and transport volumes 
between the two countries have increased by $7.0 
billion this year, though further infrastructural 
improvements are required in rail, air, maritime, 
and port sectors.

Habibollahzadeh highlighted the significant 
traffic between Iran and Turkey, stating that six 
million passengers and approximately 330,000 
trucks crossed the two countries’ borders last 
year. 

In response to the growing trade volume, both 
countries have agreed to increase border cross-
ings from three to five. Expanding rail connectivity 
and increasing flights are also part of the agenda.

The envoy welcomed the swift follow-up on 
recent meetings between the two countries’ 
transport ministers, which reflects a strong com-
mitment to expanding transport and logistics co-
operation. 

TEHRAN – Senior officials from Iran and Azer-
baijan stressed the need to expedite the con-
struction of key transit routes during a high-level 
meeting in Tehran, highlighting the strategic im-
portance of enhancing connectivity between the 
neighboring countries.

Ali Akbar Ahmadian, Secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Council, met with Hik-
met Farhad oglu Hajiyev, foreign policy advisor to 
the President of Azerbaijan, on Sunday to discuss 
advancing bilateral cooperation, particularly in 
the transport and infrastructure sectors.

Ahmadian said the historical ties and geo-
graphic proximity between Iran and Azerbaijan 
necessitate the elevation of economic and politi-
cal relations to their highest potential. Referring 
to the recent visit by Iran’s president to Baku, he 
noted that Tehran is committed to fully imple-
menting the agreements made during that trip 

as well as previous bilateral accords.

“Accelerating the development of transit 
routes between our countries is a strategic ne-
cessity,” Ahmadian said, adding that these proj-
ects must be pursued at the highest levels to 
overcome existing obstacles to economic and 
trade cooperation.

Hajiyev echoed the sentiment, stating that the 
Iranian president’s visit to Baku opened a new 
chapter in bilateral relations. He noted that the 
signed cooperation documents between Tehran 
and Baku reflect a growing dynamism in their ties 
that is expected to continue.

Hajiyev also underscored the strategic value of 
transit corridors passing through Iran, express-
ing Azerbaijan’s strong commitment to expand-
ing trade, banking cooperation, and joint energy 
field development with its southern neighbor.

TEHRAN – The Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping 
Lines (IRISL) transported 27 million tons of cargo 
last year, continuing its operations despite West-
ern sanctions, according to the company’s Head 
Mohammad-Reza Modarres Khiabani.

Speaking at a press briefing hosted by the 
Tehran Stock Exchange on Sunday, Khiabani 
highlighted IRISL’s strategic role in Iran’s econ-
omy and its frontline position in confronting in-
ternational sanctions.

“IRISL has been listed on the stock market 
since 2008, with its main shareholders being 
pension funds,” he said, adding that the com-
pany’s fleet has a total capacity of 5.0 million 

deadweight tons (DWT).

While primarily engaged in maritime trans-
port, IRISL also operates in rail and road logis-
tics, although its non-maritime units are not 
solely dedicated to supporting sea transport.

Khiabani stated that IRISL ranks first in the 
region and 18th globally in cargo transportation. 
Its fleet is active in the Caspian Sea as well as 
southern Iranian ports, and also provides sup-
port, operational, and logistical services.

He noted that the company has a significant 
footprint in training seafarers, with 70 percent 
of the country’s maritime workforce having 
been educated through IRISL’s training institute.

TEHRAN – Iran’s annual power generation 
capacity growth rate stands at 2.2 percent, 
significantly lower than the global average 
of 4.6 percent, Energy Minister Abbas Alia-
badi said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the fifth National Develop-
ment Fund conference under the theme 
“Governance of Development and Address-
ing Imbalances,” Aliabadi outlined both the 
achievements and challenges facing Iran’s 
power sector.

He said the country’s total installed ca-
pacity has risen from 57,000 megawatts 
in 1979 to 94,633 megawatts today. Power 
generation has increased 22-fold since the 
Islamic Revolution, compared to a 3.4-fold 
increase globally. Meanwhile, peak con-
sumption hours have grown by 2.3 times, 
and energy output has multiplied 13 times.

Aliabadi emphasized Iran’s technical ca-
pabilities, calling the country the region’s 
leader in power engineering, particularly in 
thermal power generation.

He sought to reassure investors, saying 
sanctions should not be a concern, as chal-

lenges in the energy sector can be managed 
domestically.

Electricity access now reaches 97.6 per-
cent of urban areas and 83.9 percent of rural 
regions. About 81 percent of the country’s 
power is generated from thermal plants, 2 
percent from renewables, 3 percent from 
distributed generation, and 1 percent from 
nuclear sources.

Aliabadi noted that Iran ranks 18th glob-
ally in annual installed capacity growth, 
while China leads the list. He added that en-
ergy consumption in Iran remains below the 
global average.

He also reported the discovery of 248,000 
illegal cryptocurrency mining machines and 
said that Iranian power plants operate with 
an efficiency of between 30 and 36 percent.

Highlighting the link between energy 
consumption and wealth creation, Aliabadi 
stressed that understanding this dynamic is 
vital for national economic planning.

He praised the stability of Iran’s power 
grid, saying that no major blackouts have 
occurred in the past 22 years, even as coun-

tries like Spain and Portugal experienced 
outages in 2025.

The minister warned that decentralizing 
control to provinces had undermined grid 
coordination and posed risks to system sta-
bility. Given the dynamic nature of the grid, 
he said, maintaining its resilience—par-
ticularly as Iran exchanges electricity with 
neighboring countries—remains a top pri-
ority.

Aliabadi acknowledged that investment in 
the electricity sector has slowed since 2018, 
while consumption has surged, partly due to 
unauthorized usage and shifting lifestyles 
in some provinces. The government is now 
focused on demand-side management and 
modern infrastructure.

He said that while thermal power gener-
ation has increased by 95 percent, rainfall 
has dropped by 41 percent. Iran’s electricity 
demand in 2021 stood at 57,000 megawatts, 
a level expected to remain steady this year. 
Around 500 megawatts of new capacity is 
being added each month, and numerous 
projects are underway.
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ECONOMY SCO, with Iran’s vigorous involvement, continues 
its efforts to preserve peace and security

Iran exports non-oil goods worth 
$189m to Turkey in a month

Tehran, Baku urge acceleration of joint 
transit corridor projects

‘IRISL shipped 27m tons of goods in 
past year despite sanctions’

Iran’s power generation capacity growing at 2.2% annually: minister

Secretary-General Nurlan Yermekbayev told Tehran Times:



From page 1   These heartbreak-
ing scenes, which some of them have 
been captured by cameras, will not 
be omitted from the memory of the 
current and future generations.

 In addition, the endless scenes 
in which mothers and fathers are 
wailing over the corpses of their mu-
tilated children will remain to haunt 
human conscience.

Future generations will ask why 

the world was so powerless to stop 
the incessant brutalities by a group 
of heartless rulers in Israel. They will 
keep asking: Had the world no tool to 
stop them? 

Unbelievably, future generations 
will also notice that university stu-
dents who were crying out against 
human tragedy in Gaza were accused 
of anti-Semitism and pro-Palestin-
ian, the budget for their universities 
was reduced, and protest leaders 

were expelled from the universities.  

The Gaza tragedy is not a matter 
of conflict between Muslims and 
Jews, as a great majority of Jews are 
against these vicious acts. Gaza is 
now a symbol of human tragedy. 

Only a criminal ruler or rulers can 
do so much savagery against such a 
great number of defenseless people. 
No matter whether these acts are 
ordered by Netanyahu, who claims to 

be a Jew, or Christian accomplices in 
the West who supply highly sophisti-
cated, deadly arms to Israel. 

The world must feel shameful for 
failing to establish a mechanism to 
effectively prevent such horrible acts 
and punish ruthless criminal leaders 
such as Bibi Netanyahu and other 
co-criminals. The Western world 
must also stop talking about human 
rights, human dignity, protection of 
civilians from armed conflicts, etc.

From page 1   The man was 
identified as Ahmad Sarhan, a 
commander in the Popular Resis-
tance Committees. Sources stated 
that Sarhan resisted the IOF until 
death, preventing his arrest and 
interrogation.

Israeli news outlet Walla report-
ed that the IOF briefed a senior of-
ficial about the special operation. 
However, Hebrew media outlets 
described the mission as a security 
and intelligence failure.

Some analysts suggest that a 
secondary goal of the operation 
was to capture resistance com-
mander Ahmad Sarhan to obtain 
crucial intelligence.

His killing, however, indicates 
the failure of the IOF to secure 
strategic information regarding 
the resistance or the whereabouts 
of captives.

The Al-Nasser Salah al-Din 
Brigades, the armed wing of the 
Popular Resistance Committees, 
confirmed Sarhan’s martyrdom. In 

a statement, they announced the 
martyrdom of one of their leading 
figures and the head of special op-
erations.

According to the statement, 
Sarhan was killed on Monday after 
clashing with Israeli special forces 
who had infiltrated Khan Younis.

The Brigades praised his “brav-
ery and legacy of holy war and 
resistance,” highlighting his role 
in operations that targeted Israeli 
soldiers and inflicted losses.

They emphasized that the as-
sassination of resistance leaders 
would only “strengthen our deter-
mination and resolve to continue 
the path of holy war and resistance 
until the Zionist entity is defeated.”

Following the failed operation, 
the Israeli military issued a forced 
displacement order for Khan You-
nis, Gaza’s second-largest city.

Experts note that the Israe-
li occupation regime is unable 
to control Gaza, primarily due to 

continued popular support for the 
resistance and despite ongoing 
starvation, siege, and deteriorat-
ing living conditions.

Some military analysts say the 
Israeli occupation army’s chief of 
staff is aware of these limitations 
and is pushing for a political alter-
native.

This development comes as the 
IOF launches a new large-scale 
ground offensive in both northern 
and southern Gaza, under what it 
calls “Operation Gideon’s Chariots.”

Since October 2023, the IOF 
has repeatedly invaded the Gaza 
Strip but has consistently failed to 
achieve its declared war objectives.

The Israeli regime is going ahead 
with its genocide in Gaza, with 
heavy bombardments on Monday 
concentrated in the southern ar-
eas, leading to more casualties.

The IOF carried out 40 airstrikes 
in a short period on Khan Younis, 
including the use of fire belts. At 
least 46 Palestinians were killed.

From page 1   The systematic targeting and 
killing of journalists in Gaza is not only a hu-
manitarian catastrophe but a direct assault on 
global press freedom and the right to informa-
tion.

The attacks are systematic and targeted

Leading press freedom groups—including 
the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Re-
porters Without Borders (RSF), and the Inter-
national Federation of Journalists (IFJ)—have 
compiled extensive evidence indicating that the 
targeting of journalists in Gaza is intentional, 
not incidental. 

Many reporters have died in direct attacks 
on marked press vehicles or while at home. 
Entire media offices and communication hubs 
have been obliterated, severely limiting Gaza’s 
ability to report on the ground. CPJ notes that 
around 10% of Gaza-based journalists have 
been killed—an astonishingly high fatality rate 
compared to any other profession. 

Yet despite mounting international concern, 
Israel’s justification—that these journalists 
were linked to militant groups—remains largely 
unproven.

As Sherif Mansour of CPJ stated, “The Israe-
li army has killed more journalists in 10 weeks 
than any other army or entity has in any single 
year… With every journalist killed, the war be-
comes harder to document and to understand”.

The international response 

The international response has included 

vocal criticism from the United Nations and 
major human rights organizations. UN Secre-
tary-General António Guterres, along with the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR), has called the journalist death 
toll in Gaza “unprecedented” in modern times. 

Legal pressure has mounted as well—both 
RSF and the IFJ have submitted cases to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). In May 2024, 
the ICC’s chief prosecutor sought arrest war-
rants against senior Israeli officials for alleged 
war crimes. 

Over 30 international news outlets have 
publicly demanded stronger protections for 
journalists and called for independent inves-
tigations. While humanitarian groups continue 
providing emergency supplies to surviving re-
porters in Gaza, challenges remain severe.

 Israel’s restrictions on foreign journalists en-
tering Gaza have left local reporters especially 
vulnerable and isolated from external support.

The impact on journalism and society

Every journalist killed is a loss of a witness, a 
story, and a piece of truth. The systematic tar-
geting of media workers has created a near-to-
tal information blackout in Gaza, making it 
nearly impossible for the world to know the full 
extent of the humanitarian catastrophe.

As CPJ’s Carlos Martinez de la Serna empha-
sized, “Every time a journalist is killed, injured, 
arrested, or forced to go to exile, we lose frag-
ments of the truth. Those responsible for these 

casualties face dual trials: one under interna-
tional law and another before history’s unfor-
giving gaze”. 

The destruction of Gaza’s media infrastruc-
ture and the loss of so many journalists have 
weakened civil society, reduced government ac-
countability, and left future generations with-
out access to independent local journalism.

 The blackout also disrupts humanitarian co-
ordination and emergency response, endanger-
ing civilian lives and deepening the crisis.

Conclusion
The staggering number of journalists killed 

in Gaza points to a growing crisis—not just for 
press freedom, but for the world’s access to 
truth.

As reporters are deliberately targeted and si-
lenced, the flow of firsthand information from 
the ground is being cut off. What’s happening 
isn’t only a local tragedy—it’s a threat to jour-
nalism everywhere. 

The near-collapse of Gaza’s media landscape 
has stripped the conflict of transparency and 
stripped civilians of a vital voice. This is more 
than a warzone—it’s where truth is being bur-
ied. 

If the global community fails to demand jus-
tice and put protections in place for journalists, 
this deadly pattern will continue. 

Holding those responsible to account is not 
optional; it’s necessary. Because if the truth is 
silenced here, it can be silenced anywhere.

From page 1    In the city of Baalbek, the “De-
velopment and Loyalty” coalition, affiliated with 
the Shiite duo (Hezbollah and the Amal Move-
ment), won in entirety against the “Baalbek, My 
City” coalition, supported by the Saudi embassy.

The Saudi embassy used electoral funds in a 
desperate attempt to sow sectarian strife and 
bribe voters. But all this was to no avail as the 
difference between the final winners on the 
“Development and Loyalty” list and the first 
losers on the “Baalbek, My City” list was approx-
imately 6,000 votes.

Likewise, in Douris, a neighbouring town to 
Baalbek, the list supported by the Lebanese 
Forces lost to the list supported by a coalition 
of the Shiite duo and the Free Patriotic Move-
ment, despite abhorrent sectarian incitement 
and electoral bribery.

Following its failure in achieving any mili-
tary objective, the U.S.-led Israeli aggression 
entrusted the task to the anti-Shiite duo to 
win the elections, especially in Beirut, despite 
its failure in the first round of elections held in 
Mount Lebanon and the North governorates.

Nevertheless, despite all the incitement, the 

tide turned against them too in favour of the 
“Beirut Madinati” coalition. Note that the capi-
tal recorded a low voter turnout of around 20%, 
according to the Ministry of Interior.

Observers affirmed that Beirut’s voters 
found out about the lies of these groups, as 
well as the discouraging performance of most 
of their representatives, who call themselves 
“change MPs” whose narrow interests intersect 
with the political oligarchy of which they have 
become a part.

Hence, Beirut’s voters voted for the “Beirut 
Brings Us Together” list, supported by the Shiite 
duo, which was careful to respect the sectarian 
balance in the capital.

MP Amin Sherri, a member of Hezbollah’s 

Loyalty to the Resistance parliamentary bloc, 
praised “the commitment of the nationalist 
[Shiite] duo’s popular base to the mass turnout 
and active participation, with the number of 
Shiite voters exceeding 18,000.” 

Meanwhile, Lebanese Interior Minister Ah-
mad Hajjar inspected the vote counting process 
in Beirut, stating, “We will monitor the electoral 
process in the South next Saturday to affirm 
sovereignty in all its regions.”

Developmentally, little is expected of the mu-
nicipal elections in light of the financial bank-
ruptcy sweeping Lebanon due to the corruption 
of the political oligarchy, which has rendered 
most municipalities unable to meet even the 
most basic needs, from waste collection to pay-
ing the salaries of their workers and employees.

Politically, the election takes on a special di-
mension, as it comes amid ongoing Israeli ag-
gression that has resulted in a shift in balances 
and alliances on the local scene. This makes it, 
specifically on the Shiite duo, a referendum for 
the popular base of the Resistance, and a focus 
of attention for many at home and abroad who 
are betting on the decline of the Resistance 

WHO chief says 2 
million people are 
starving in Gaza

“Two million people are starving” in the 
Gaza Strip, the World Health Organization 
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned 
Monday, adding that 160,000 metric tons of 
food “is blocked at the border just minutes 
away”.

“The risk of famine in Gaza is increasing 
with the deliberate withholding of human-
itarian aid, including food, in the ongoing 
blockade,” he added, Middle East Eye report-
ed.

Speaking at the opening of the annu-
al World Health Assembly, Tedros said that 
increasing hostilities, evacuation orders, 
shrinking humanitarian space and the Gaza 
aid blockade were “driving an influx of casu-
alties to a health system that is already on its 
knees”.

“People are dying from preventable dis-
eases as medicines wait at the border, while 
attacks on hospitals deny people care, and 
deter them from seeking it,” he said.

Meanwhile, the UN humanitarian agency 
OCHA said Monday that it was in talks with 
Israeli authorities on the resumption of aid to 
Gaza, after Israel announced it would allow 
a limited amount of food into the besieged 
territory.

“We have been approached by Israeli au-
thorities to resume limited aid delivery, and 
we are in discussions with them now on how 
this would take place given the conditions on 
the ground,” OCHA said in a statement.

Israeli drone 
targets Lebanese 
Army checkpoint in 
southern Lebanon

Israeli occupation forces carried out a di-
rect strike on a Lebanese Army checkpoint 
on Sunday, in what marks a significant esca-
lation in the ongoing series of cross-border 
violations by the Israeli enemy in southern 
Lebanon, Al Manar reported.

According to local reports, an Israeli drone 
launched two missiles targeting a military 
checkpoint on the main road connecting the 
towns of Beit Yahoun and Kounin in the Bint 
Jbeil district—an essential route that links 
southern villages to the central sector, par-
ticularly to the town of Tebnine.

A civilian small van vehicle sustained a di-
rect hit during the attack while passing the 
checkpoint. The missiles struck inside the 
military post, hitting guard positions and de-
fensive structures.

Initial reports indicate that one or two Leb-
anese soldiers were injured by shrapnel.

After Trump call, 
Putin says ready 
to work on truce 
memorandum 

U.S. President Donald Trump and his Rus-
sian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, have spoken 
on the phone for more than two hours amid 
efforts to reach a ceasefire deal in the war in 
Ukraine.

Russian state media quote Putin as saying 
his country is ready to work with Ukraine on 
a memorandum that establishes a ceasefire.

After speaking to Putin, Trump was due to 
call Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and NATO leaders.

The diplomatic efforts come as Ukraine 
says Russia launched its largest drone bar-
rage since the start of its full-scale invasion 

in February 2022, firing a total of 273 explod-
ing drones and decoys at several Ukrainian 
regions.

Israel intensified 
attacks on Gaza 
after release of 
US-Israeli soldier, 
rights group says

Since the release of American-Israeli sol-
dier Edan Alexander on 12 May, Israeli occu-
pation forces have intensified their genocidal 
campaign in Gaza, killing an average of 81 
Palestinians per day through direct bom-
bardment, and a further 17 per day due to 
starvation and the denial of access to med-
ical care and essential means of survival, Eu-
ro-Med Monitor said in a report on Monday.

“This surge in lethal attacks is part of a 
broader escalation by the Israeli military, 
marked by a scorched-earth policy and the 
systematic destruction of Gaza’s remaining 
residential areas and infrastructure. The on-
going campaign—now in its 19th month—has 
been characterized by mass killings, enforced 
starvation, and the deliberate dismantling 
of life-sustaining systems, with the explicit 
aim of eradicating the Palestinian popula-
tion in Gaza and eliminating any possibility 
of return or reconstruction,” the rights group 
explained.

Yemen warns 
airlines against 
flights to Ben 
Gurion amid 
blockade

A high-ranking Yemeni source warned in-
ternational airlines against resuming flights 
to Ben Gurion Airport, stressing that any 
such move would ignore explicit warnings is-
sued by the Yemeni Armed Forces.

Speaking exclusively to Al Mayadeen, the 
source stated that companies seeking to 
restore routes to the Israeli airport should 
“change their destinations and pay close 
attention to the warnings from the Yemeni 
army.” 

The source emphasized that the Yemeni 
military remains committed to enforcing an 
aerial blockade on the Israeli occupation re-
gime, not merely targeting Ben Gurion Air-
port.

The source further noted that the trajecto-
ry of Yemeni missiles and drones toward Ben 
Gurion and across the occupation regime’s 
airspace is “a steady and intensifying course,” 
adding that the regular breaches of Israeli 
airspace are “not incidental.”

He also underscored that the Yemeni 
Armed Forces and the Yemeni people “are 
not deterred by psychological warfare or 
threats,” reaffirming their resolve in the face 
of attempts to pressure or dissuade their 
campaign.

Iraqi FM urges 
stability, inclusivity 
in Syria

Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein has 
emphasized the critical need for stability, 
security and an inclusive political process in 
Syria following the downfall of Bashar al-As-
sad’s government, stating that all groups and 
factions must be involved in shaping the Arab 
nation’s future.

“We need stability, security and an inclu-
sive political process in Syria. When we talk 
about an inclusive political process, we mean 
the presence of representatives of all groups 
and components of society in the process, as 
the ultimate goal is stability in Syria,” Hussein 
noted on the sidelines of the Tehran Dialogue 
Forum on Monday.

The top Iraqi diplomat underlined that 
restoration of stability in Syria is impossible 
without an inclusive political process, be-
cause such a process can protect Syrian soci-
ety and prevent foreign interventions.
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The world has failed badly in Gaza 

Undercover Israeli operation fails

Gaza media blackout deepens as Israeli  
strikes kill five more journalists

A pro-Resistance popular referendum



 From Page 1   At the opening 
ceremony, Hamedreza Soleimani, 
CEO of the Dafineh museum group, 
Seyyed Ahmad Mohit-Tabatabai, 
head of ICOM Iran, and senior re-
storer Mitra Etezadi were among 
the distinguished speakers ad-
dressing a crowd of cultural ex-
perts, museum professionals, and 
restoration enthusiasts.

Talking to the Tehran Times, 
Soleimani underlined that the ini-
tiative aims to professionalize and 
preserve Iran’s classic automobile 
heritage while nurturing a new 
generation of restoration experts.

In his keynote speech, Mohit-Ta-
batabai emphasized the evolving 
role of museums in society, es-
pecially in light of International 
Museum Day, which is celebrated 
annually on May 18. “Children are 
the true inheritors of museums,” 
he said, underscoring the need for 
museums, regardless of how spe-
cialized they are, to actively engage 
young audiences. “Museums must 
create inclusive spaces for future 
generations. The more diverse 
their audience, the more success-
ful they are.”

Mohit-Tabatabai also highlighted 
the transformative impact of mod-
ern technologies in enhancing ac-
cessibility within historic structures 
and museum environments. He 
linked the invention of the automo-
bile to broader industrial, cultural, 
and social transformations in hu-
man history, noting that “museums 
are not merely storage places for 
objects, but institutions for reflec-

tion, innovation, and learning.”

He also pointed to environmen-
tal challenges, such as drought 
and global warming, and argued 
that many of these stem from a 
loss of traditional knowledge and 
sustainable practices – another 
area where museums can play an 
educational role.

Etezadi, a renowned restorer of 
ancient and modern artifacts, of-
fered the audience a detailed ac-
count of her work on historical royal 
carriages now on display at the mu-
seum. 

She spoke about the rigorous 
process of restoring one of the 
most prized items in the museum’s 
collection: a 19th-century Nasser 
al-Din Shah-era carriage, crafted 

by the Karl Marius workshop in Vi-
enna, Austria. 

Etezadi explained how the de-
tailed documentation of the car-
riage’s features, such as royal 
insignias, lamps from separate 
manufacturers, and the deep 
burgundy and black paint layers, 
provided insight into both the 
aesthetic preferences and techno-
logical sophistication of the Qajar 
court. “This was no ordinary vehi-
cle. It’s believed that up to 14 mon-
archs may have ridden in it, which 
explains the extensive wear and 
damage,” she said.

She added that evidence from 
historical documents even sug-
gested the presence of elephant 
handlers at the royal court, based 

on records related to the carriages 
and their accessories.

The college’s establishment 
marks a pivotal step in institution-
alizing the knowledge and skills 
needed to restore and maintain 
classic automobiles, some of which 
are deeply intertwined with Iran’s 
royal, political, and social history. 

With courses expected to cover 
everything from traditional crafts-
manship to modern conservation 
science, the school hopes to be-
come a regional hub for classic car 
restoration.

According to organizers, the 
launch of this pioneering college 
signals Iran’s commitment to pre-
serving a key aspect of its modern 
cultural legacy. 

TEHRAN – Located along the southern coast 
of Iran’s Qeshm Island, Sohaili Village has carved 
out a reputation as one of the Persian Gulf’s 
premier destinations for culinary tourism. 

Far more than just a coastal stopover, Sohaili 
is a vibrant hub where authentic southern Irani-
an flavors meet the rhythms of the sea, creating 
a gastronomic experience that is as unforgetta-
ble as the scenery.

A taste of the sea, fresh from the source
What sets Sohaili apart on Iran’s largest is-

land isn’t just its panoramic views of the Persian 
Gulf –it’s the village’s devotion to fresh, local-
ly sourced seafood. Each morning, the village 
awakens to the return of fishing boats laden 
with the day’s catch. These treasures of the sea 
– plump shrimp, firm white fish, and a range of 
other marine delicacies–go straight from the 
docks to the kitchens of family-run restaurants 
lining the coast.

Here, freshness isn’t a luxury; it’s a daily ritual. 
The result is a menu rich in traditional Southern 
Iranian seafood dishes, infused with the warmth 
of home cooking and the legacy of generations 
who have lived in harmony with the sea.

Seaside dining
Dining in Sohaili has long been a delight for 

the tiny village. Open-air seaside restaurants 
provide not only a feast for the taste buds but 
also for the senses. Visitors enjoy their meals 
against the backdrop of rolling waves, rustling 
palm trees, and the salty scent of the ocean 
breeze. 

Whether it’s a sunset dinner of grilled fish or 
a midday plate of spicy shrimp stew, each meal 
becomes part of a larger memory–the kind only 
a truly special destination can offer.

Culinary tourism fueling local prosperity

Sohaili’s rise as a culinary tourism hotspot 
has also brought meaningful economic benefits 
to the local community. 

The village’s traditional lifestyle–once cen-
tered around fishing and handicrafts–has been 
revitalized by the influx of visitors. Small restau-
rant owners, spice merchants, and artisans have 
found new opportunities as tourists explore lo-
cal bazaars, picking up everything from hand-
made souvenirs to rare southern spices.

This blend of gastronomy and grassroots 
tourism has helped establish Sohaili not only as 
a culinary treasure but also as a model for sus-
tainable rural tourism in the region.

When to visit: catching the best of Sohaili

For those planning a trip, the ideal time to visit 
Sohaili is during autumn and winter. The weath-
er is comfortably mild, and the seafood harvest 
is at its peak, offering the widest variety of fresh 
catch. Whether you’re a food lover, a cultural 
explorer, or simply someone in search of coast-
al serenity, these seasons promise an enriched 
experience.

TEHRAN— A specialized enam-
eling exhibition themed “fire and 
pattern” was inaugurated at the 
Museum of Decorative Arts in Isfa-
han, concurrent with International 
Museum Day on May 18, said the 
deputy director of Isfahan Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Department. 

Nourollah Abdollahi also said that 
given the planning and with cooper-
ation of Isfahan Enamel Association, 
the exhibition with a focus on enam-
el work was inaugurated with pres-
ence of 50 outstanding artisans of 
Isfahan and in form of 100 selected 
works in a ceremony attended by 
Isfahan Governor-General Mahdi 
Jamalinejad, the provincial tourism 
chief Amir Karamzadeh, and a num-
ber of local artists and cultural heri-
tage lovers, CHTN reported. 

The fair, which began on May 18 
to commemorate the exquisite art 
of enameling and put on display 
the remarkable works of enamel 
artisans, is open to visitors for one 
month, he concluded.

Although specimens of Iranian 
enamel work dating back to the 10th 
century AH and the Safavid era have 
been found, experts believe it has a 
more ancient history.

 Enameling originated in Iran 

and then spread to other countries. 
French tourist, Jean Chardin, who 
toured Iran during the Safavid rule, 
made a reference to an enamel work 
of Isfahan, which comprised a pat-
tern of birds and animals on a floral 
background in light blue, green, yel-
low, and red.

Some experts link the historicity 
of enameling in Iran to the Arsac-
ides and Sassanid periods. Howev-
er, the use of this art in the Islamic 
period is not clear before the reign 
of the seventh ruler of Mongol 
Empire’s Ilkhanid division in Iran, 
Ghazan Khan (694-703 AH), who 
introduced Mongol Persia to Islam. 
He acquired the science of chemis-
try in a short period and preferred 
to use his knowledge and endeavors 
for the art of enameling.

Origins

Enameling is, in essence, the art 
of connecting a glass surface to 
other bodies such as metallic sur-
faces. In order to make the trans-
parent enamel powder, silica and 
sodium carbonate are used. For col-
oring the metal, oxidizing powders 
are added to the glazing powder 
containing tin oxide. It is referred to 
as a laboratory art, as the enamel-
ing artist should be skillful in han-
dling chemical reactions.

 Fine silver is used in almost all 
enameling because the enamel 
(glass) melts and sticks best to a pure 
metal. In simple words, enameling is 
the process of making metal models 
(fine silver usually) and then melting 
various colors and types of glass onto 
the model to create an artifact.

 In a more scientific approach, 
vitreous enamel is defined as the 
colorful result of fusing powdered 
glass to a substrate by firing, usu-
ally between 750 and 850 degrees 
Celsius. The powder melts, flows, 
and hardens to a smooth, durable 
vitreous coating on metal, glass, or 
ceramic.

 The paintings or patterns used 
for enamel works in Iran are tra-
ditional designs depending on the 
taste and preferences of the artist. 
In the Iranian version of enameling, 
copper and silver are the most dom-
inant metals used. There are also 
special tools used in this ancient ar-
tistic endeavor such as furnace, pli-
ers, press machine, brush and so on.

 Enamel is usually used to embel-
lish vase, jewelry and candleholder 
in addition to doors and chandeliers 
of holy shrines. Isfahan is the most 
important Iranian enameling hub. 
Enamel works can be washed with 
lukewarm water, soap and even or-

dinary detergents.

Enameling masters

The greatest master of enameling 
of Isfahan is Shokrollah Sanizadeh, 
whose ancestor was a renowned 
painter. One of the invaluable works 
of this master was used for print-
ing a stamp for commemorating 
Iranian handicrafts in 2008-9 and 
registered as national heritage. 
The original artifact is being kept at 
the Museum of Traditional Arts and 
Handicrafts.

Among the distinguished stu-
dents of Sanizadeh, one could refer 
to Gholamhossein Feizollahi, who 
is dexterous in designing beautiful 
patterns.

There are quite a few artists in 
Isfahan who produce very exquisite 
enamels. There is great demand for 
these works because of their ar-
tistic value and relatively low price. 
These artists present their works in 
Chahar-Bagh Street and the vicinity 
of Naqsh-e Jahan Square.

 Isfahan was the capital of Per-
sia for 200 years during the 17th 
and 18th centuries, when it enjoyed 
prosperity.

Kilim weaving, woodworks, and 
metalworks are among other hand-
icrafts that originated from Isfahan.

Thailand’s tourism sector is at a critical 
crossroads, facing steep declines in foreign 
arrivals and intensifying global competition 
that demand urgent, transformative reforms.

 With a renewed focus on sustainable 
growth, cultural preservation, and community 
empowerment, the industry is embarking on 
a bold journey to reinvent itself—prioritizing 
quality experiences, environmental responsi-
bility, and inclusive prosperity to secure a re-
silient and prosperous future, TTW reported.

Thailand’s formerly thriving tourism indus-
try is currently facing considerable difficul-
ties. Foreign visitor arrivals have fallen short 
of expectations, hit hard by a steep decline 
in Chinese tourists, rising competition from 
neighboring countries, and lingering effects 
of global disruptions and geopolitical ten-
sions. Hotel occupancy is declining, and trust 
in the government’s efforts to rejuvenate the 
industry is diminishing.

The Ministry of Tourism and Sports’ plan to 
invest THB800 million in foreign-based online 
travel agencies (OTAs) has faced strong oppo-
sition, especially from the Thai Hotels Associ-
ation. At the same time, the Tourism Authority 
of Thailand (TAT) has discreetly lowered its 
original goal for 2025 from 40 million visi-
tor arrivals to a more attainable 35.5 million, 
aligning closely with the numbers recorded 
last year. The Federation of Thai Tourism As-
sociations (FETTA) has raised urgent alarms 
and plans to directly petition the Prime Minis-
ter, highlighting tourism’s critical role as Thai-
land’s economic backbone.

The recent setbacks make it clear that re-
turning to pre-pandemic norms is insuffi-
cient. Thailand’s future tourism strategy must 
focus not just on quantity but on the quality 
and sustainability of experiences, preserving 

the nation’s unique culture, communities, and 
environment.

Tourism isn’t just about economic figures—
it’s about cultural preservation, community 
well-being, and environmental stewardship. 
Growth should be measured by how well 
tourism supports local heritage and avoids 
the pitfalls of overtourism. Recent reports of 
disruptive behavior by tourists, especially in 
hotspots like Phuket and Pattaya, signal rising 
tensions. Incidents involving fights and open 
cannabis use tarnish Thailand’s family-friend-
ly reputation and deter more conservative vis-
itors, particularly older demographics. Regu-
lating cannabis use zones and strengthening 
enforcement are critical steps to maintaining 
Thailand’s appeal to higher-value, responsible 
travelers.

Wellness tourism in Thailand can evolve 
beyond spas and resorts. Northern provinces 
like Phayao and Kalasin offer untapped po-
tential with forest therapy, herbal medicine 
workshops, and spiritual retreats. Positioning 
Northern Thailand as Asia’s premier sanctu-
ary for holistic healing and rejuvenation can 
attract travelers seeking profound wellness 
journeys.

Rivers offer a serene avenue for immersive 
travel. Launching curated river cruises sup-
ported by local guides, riverside homestays, 
and slow travel principles can enrich visi-
tor experiences in the Northeast and North, 
deepening connections with regional cultures 
and landscapes.

Thailand’s rail network holds nostalgic 
and sustainable appeal. Revamping it with 
gourmet sleeper trains, heritage routes, and 
thoughtfully designed stopovers can offer an 
eco-friendly alternative to flights and invigo-
rate domestic travel.

TEHRAN—An exhibition themed “unfinished 
narrative; inheritance, forgery and smug-
gling” with a focus on displaying confiscated 
smuggled items was launched at the Reza Ab-
basi Museum in Tehran on Monday.

According to ISNA, over 120 objects pertain-
ing to eras from the second millennium BC to 
the middle centuries of the Islamic era have 
been put on display. A portion of them were 
fake, created for the purpose of profiteering 
and deception. 

The exhibition aims to increase public 

awareness about the methods and tricks of 
cultural heritage forgers and smugglers.

The relics were identified and confiscated 
by the Tehran Cultural Heritage Protection 
Unit and in cooperation with law enforcement 
agencies, in recent years.

The statue of a seated woman, which made 
headlines last year when it was discovered 
and seized by police, is among the works on 
display in the collection. Cultural heritage 
experts had confirmed that the statue was a 
fake. 

The items like bronze rhytons are seen in 
the collection, which have been imitated and 
simulated from historical eras.

In addition, the report on the operations of 
the Cultural Heritage Protection Unit and the 
laws related to the excavation, smuggling, 
purchase, sale, and export of historical ob-
jects, and the punishment for the destruction 
of historical property have also been put on 
information boards.

The exhibition will run for a week. 

TEHRAN - In celebration of Internation-
al Museum Day, Iran’s National Museum of 
Science and Technology will host a two-day 
collaborative workshop titled “Artificial Intel-
ligence and Content Creation in Museums” on 
May 20 and 21 (30–31 Ordibehesht), in part-
nership with ICOM Iran.

According to the museum, the workshop 
aims to explore the potential of artificial in-
telligence (AI) in enhancing content creation 
for museums and cultural institutions. It will 
feature both theoretical lectures and practical 
sessions and will take place from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the museum’s conference hall. 

The event is intended to help provide a plat-
form for museum professionals, technolo-
gists, educators, and cultural practitioners to 
discuss AI-driven content solutions and the 
integration of emerging technologies into the 
museum experience.

Notable speakers in the theoretical section 
include: Dr. Younes Shokrkhah, faculty mem-

ber at the University of Tehran, Mir Seyyed 
Ahmad Mohit-Tabatabaei, President of ICOM 
Iran, among others. 

According to organizers, the workshop is 
designed for those interested in museum de-
sign and management, AI and emerging tech-
nologies, informal and experiential education, 
youth engagement, and interdisciplinary cul-
tural-tech innovation.

Tehran museum to host workshop on AI 
and content creation in museums
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Iran opens its first specialized 
college for classic car restoration

Sohaili Village: a culinary jewel in Qeshm Island

Specialized enameling exhibition inaugurated in Isfahan

Thailand’s tourism future hinges on balancing 
visitor growth with environmental protection

120 confiscated smuggled objects  
put on display in Tehran



TEHRAN –  First Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad-Reza Aref 
has said Iran believes artificial 
intelligence growth in Islamic 
countries should be based on the 
three main principles of multilat-
eral cooperation, scientific syn-
ergy, and shared infrastructures. 

“Hence, I present some specific 
proposals for the development 
and promotion of cooperation 
among Islamic countries in the 
science and technology sector, 
particularly artificial intelli-
gence,” fvpresident quoted Aref 
as saying.

The official made the remarks 
on Monday while addressing the 
second Ministerial Meeting of the 
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC-15) Dialogue Platform.

The first proposal highlights 
the need for the establishment 
of a high-level steering group 
for the development of AI in the 
OIC-15, with the aim of creating 
a structure for tracking global 
developments in the field of ar-
tificial intelligence.

The second proposal centers 
around the development of a 
medium-term and a long-term 
roadmap for scientific and tech-
nological cooperation in AI, fo-
cusing on realistic goals.

The third proposal focuses on 
networking research and ac-
ademic centers to utilize and 
share the expertise and capacity 
of elites and certain institutions 
throughout the Islamic world 
for joint research and develop-
ment, collaborate in technology 
development, and launch joint 
academic and professional edu-
cational programs in AI.

The fourth proposal stresses 
collaboratively funding AI re-

search, technology projects, and 
infrastructures to be able to 
support key infrastructures, joint 
strategic projects, and AI start-
ups benefiting from the capaci-
ty of Islamic nations, the Islamic 
Development Bank.

And the last proposal empha-
sizes the development of an Is-
lamic charter on AI ethics to cre-
ate an internal framework based 
on the principles of Islamic law, 
human dignity, and social justice.

2nd Ministerial Meeting of 
the OIC-15)

The Second Ministerial Meet-
ing of the OIC-15 Dialogue Plat-
form was held from May 17 to 19. 

The theme of the three-day 
meeting focuses on artificial in-
telligence (AI) and was titled ‘In-
novation in Science and Technol-
ogy through using AI: A strategy 
for excellence, a bright future for 
the Islamic World’, IRNA reported. 

The event served as a platform 
for the country to foster regional 
cooperation via strengthening 
scientific diplomacy.

 It also provided the opportu-
nity to review and discuss the 

Islamic nations’ challenges in the 
technology sector, IRNA report-
ed.

The meeting mainly centered 
around AI in higher education, fo-
cusing on challenges and oppor-
tunities, and the impact of AI on 
economic development. Also, the 
first multilateral document on 
artificial intelligence (AI) among 
Islamic countries was scheduled 
to be approved during the meet-
ing.

Science Minister Hossein Si-
maei-Sarraf delivered a speech 
at the opening ceremony, fol-
lowed by expert panel meetings.

Also, there would be a report 
on the implementation of the de-
cisions made at the first minis-
terial meeting in Almaty, and the 
date and venue of the next meet-
ing would be determined.

On May 17, participants dis-
cussed and exchanged views on 
AI, with heads of delegations 
presenting talks. 

Then the science ministers or 
their representatives held bilat-
eral meetings.

On the sidelines of the event, 

an exhibition of Iran’s achieve-
ments in science, technology, and 
AI sectors was held to showcase 
knowledge-based companies’ 
capabilities. 

OIC is the second largest orga-
nization after the United Nations, 
with a membership of 57 states 
spread over four continents.

In 2016, the initiative of the 
OIC Dialogue Platform was put 
forward by Kazakhstan, and the 
participation of 15 leading coun-
tries in technology, such as Ka-
zakhstan, Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, 
and Indonesia.

The initiative was approved at 
the 46th and 47th meetings of 
the Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) in 2018 and 2019.

The platform aims to strength-
en the scientific and technical 
potential of Islamic states and 
offer solutions to challenges in 
these fields, including the envi-
ronment and energy.

Sharing expertise on science, 
technology, and innovation, 
identifying systematic challeng-
es, developing solutions, and 
strengthening strategic partner-
ships among participating and 
member states, as well as inter-
national partners, are among the 
main goals of the OIC. 

TEHRAN –  A total of 134 earthquakes were 
recorded across the country from May 10 to 
16, according to the seismological networks 
of the Institute of Geophysics of the Univer-
sity of Tehran.

Statistically, 122 earthquakes with mag-
nitudes smaller than 3; 11 earthquakes 
with magnitudes between 3 and 4; and one 
earthquake with a magnitude between 4 
and 5 have occurred in the country, IRNA 
reported.

Of the total quakes, one had a magnitude 
of 4 on the Richter scale, which occurred on 
May 15 in Sistan-Baluchestan province.

Among the provinces of the country, 
Kerman, with 20, experienced the highest 
number of earthquakes, followed by South 
Khorasan, and Khorasan Razavi, with 14 
earthquakes.

During the same period, three earth-
quakes hit Tehran province. No earthquakes 
were recorded in West Azarbaijan, East 
Azarbaijan, Ardabil, Zanjan, Qazvin, Kordes-

tan, Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad, and Lorestan 
provinces.

A total of 6,272 earthquakes were record-
ed across the country over the past calendar 
year (March 2024 –March 2025) according to 
the Seismological networks of the Institute 
of Geophysics of the University of Tehran.

Out of registered earthquakes, 150 were 
more than 4 on the Richter scale; at least five 
earthquakes with a magnitude of more than 

4.5 occurred monthly in the country.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very 
seismically active region of the world and 
is known not only for its major catastrophic 
earthquakes but also for the disasters re-
lating to natural hazards, especially earth-
quakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the 
world occur in Iran, but more than 6 percent 
of the victims of the world’s earthquakes 
during the 20th century are reported from 
Iranian earthquakes.

TEHRAN –Over 32 specialized medical centers 
are benefitting from Persian medicine across 
the country to increase the chance of infertility 
treatment, Nafiseh Hosseini-Yekta, the director 
of the health ministry’s Persian medicine office, 
has said.

Gynaecologists, urologists, genetic experts, 
and Persian medicine experts are examining and 
treating infertility cases in these centers. This in-
terdisciplinary collaboration has brought about a 
significant transformation in the quality of med-
ical services, ILNA quoted Hosseini-Yekta as say-
ing. The official made the remarks on the occasion 
of the national population week (May 14 to 20).

Adhering to the principles of Persian medicine 
can increase the success rate of assisted repro-
ductive methods such as IVF by up to 30 percent 
and significantly reduce pregnancy complica-
tions, the official added.

Following a scientific, systematic approach, the 
Health Ministry is implementing comprehensive 
programs for the integration of Persian medicine 
capacities into the healthcare system to treat in-
fertility and address many other challenges, she 
added. 

In Persian medicine, each person is assessed 
based on their unique temperament, receiving a 
specific treatment and prevention program that 
best fit their physical, psychological, and even 
geographical conditions. This personalized ap-
proach can dramatically increase the effective-
ness of treatments, she further noted.

Persian medicine highlights prevention over 
treatment, it believes reproductive health should 
be maintained from early childhood. “Many infer-
tility problems result from an unhealthy lifestyle. 
So, we’re planning to develop educational pro-
grams for families and schools,” she said.

Integration of Persian medicine into health-
care system 

In December 2024, Hosseini-Yekta said, “The 
integration of Persian medicine into the health-

care system will not only help to improve health 
indicators but also have a significant impact on 
the economy of the country’s healthcare system,” 
the health ministry’s website reported.

“Iran has the capacity to become one of the pio-
neers in providing traditional and complementary 
medicine services in the world. 

The integration of Persian medicine in the 
healthcare system can be a turning point in the 
global application of the knowledge,” the official 
noted.

In July 2024, the health ministry held a work-
shop on principles and basic concepts of Persian 
medicine in accordance with the objective of in-
tegrating Persian medicine into the country’s 
healthcare system.

The two-day event aimed to promote the ex-
perts’ knowledge in Persian medicine, partic-
ularly in healthy lifestyle, as well as raise their 
awareness of the rules, guidelines, and national 
policy documents, the health ministry’s website 
reported.

During the workshop, prominent professors in 
Persian medicine discussed various topics includ-
ing temperament, four senses of humor: phlegm 
(Balgham), blood (Dam), yellow bile (Safra’), and 
black bile (Sauda’), lifestyle measures, wide-
ly-used medicinal plants, and drug interactions.

Currently, nine faculties of Persian medicine 
enroll students in the country’s universities, she 
added.

Training Persian medicine experts has always 
been at the top of the Persian medicine office’s 
agenda. Therefore, different skill courses have 
been developed and held under the supervision of 
the health ministry.

Around 500 Persian medicine experts are pro-
viding health and medical treatment services 
across the country. More than 1,000 general prac-
titioners who have passed the Persian medicine 
courses approved by the health ministry are also 
offering services.

National population week 

Being marked from May 14 to 20 under the 
theme ‘children, life assets’, the days of the na-
tional population week have been named as fol-
lows: Wednesday, May 14, ‘Father, mother, good 
sense of life’; Thursday, May 15, ‘Motherhood, 
elixir of youth’; Friday, May 16, ‘Desiring a child’; 
Saturday, May 17, ‘My lonely child’; Sunday, May 18, 
‘I want to stay alive’; Monday, May 19, ‘My life in 
old age’; Tuesday, May 20, ‘Child-friendly society.’

TEHRAN –The National No-Tobacco Day is 
scheduled to be held in the country from May 
24 to 30.

The week will be observed under the theme 
‘exposing tobacco industry’s tricks for a tobac-
co-free generation’. 

Each day of the week will focus on a specific 
subject.

Saturday, May 24, ‘determination, will, and 
public participation; victory over tobacco indus-
try’s tricks’

Sunday, May 25, ‘culture, art, and media: ex-
posing tobacco industry’s tricks’

Monday, May 26, ‘education, and family 
health literacy; understanding tobacco indus-
try’s tricks’

Tuesday, May 27, ‘committed and law-abiding 
professions; reducing tobacco products’ appeal 
and smuggling’

Wednesday, May 28, ‘preventive law: prevent-
ing prestigious/appealing tobacco advertising’

Thursday, May 29, ‘sport, healthy recreational 
activities: defeating tobacco industry’s tricks’

Friday, May 30, ‘faith-based teachings; pro-
tection against tobacco industry tricks’

On this occasion, a national tobacco pre-
vention program will be launched in some 40 
regions of the country. Co-organized by the 
Ministry of Education and Anti-Tobacco Associ-
ation, the program will mainly focus on train-
ing and raising awareness among students, 
parents, educators, and the local communities, 
Mehr news agency reported.

The program will initially start at the schools 
in the upcoming academic year. It will expand to 
neighborhoods and then urban communities. 
Having completed training courses, students 
will become active tobacco prevention ambas-

sadors in the community.

Other ministries and organizations such as 
Health Ministry, Ministry of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, Sports Ministry, Interior Ministry, and 
municipalities support the program.

World No-Tobacco Day is celebrated on May 
31. In 1987, the Member States of the World 
Health Organization created World No Tobacco 
Day to draw global attention to the tobacco ep-
idemic and the preventable death and disease 
it causes.

The yearly celebration informs the public 
on the dangers of using tobacco, the business 
practices of tobacco companies, what World 
Health Organization (WHO) is doing to fight 
the tobacco epidemic, and what people around 
the world can do to claim their right to health 
and healthy living and to protect future gener-
ations.

World No-Tobacco Day 2025 will be observed 
focusing on the theme of ‘Exposing lies, pro-
tecting lives: Unmask the appeal of tobacco and 
nicotine products’.

Every day, tobacco and nicotine industries 
use carefully engineered products and decep-
tive tactics to hook a new generation of users 
and keep existing ones.

Tobacco and nicotine industries use insidious 
strategies to make their harmful products ap-
pealing, especially to young people.

Manipulative product designs, attractive 
flavours, and glamourized marketing create a 
false sense of security and evoke desirability. 
The illusion needs to be broken. 

Removing the appeal of these products 
through stricter regulations is essential to pro-
tecting current and future generations from 
harm. 
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Persian medicine to help improve 
infertility treatment

National No-Tobacco Day to be observed

Iran will defeat COVID-19, 
we believe: Chinese envoy 

Chinese Ambassador in Iran, Chang Hua, has said he be-
lieves that Iran would overcome the crisis of coronavirus 
outbreak.

“We believe that by sending humanitarian aid, Iran will 
overcome the crisis,” he said, IRNA reported.

The envoy praised Iran’s Red Crescent Society as the first 
organization affiliated with the Red Cross and the Red Cres-
cent societies which sent humanitarian shipments of aid to 
the Chinese people.

سفیر چین: باور داریم ایران بر بحران کرونا 
غلبه خواهد کرد 

سفیر  چین در تهران ابراز امیدواری کرد ایران بر بحران شیوع ویروس 
کرونا غلبه خواهد کرد.

به گزارش ایرنا، چانگ هوا روز دوشنبه گفت: ما باور داریم که با ارسال 
کمک های انساندوستانه از سوی دوستان دولت ایران از بحران این 

بیماری عبور خواهد کرد. 
نخستین  عنوان  به  ایران  احمر  هلال  جمعیت  از  قدردانی  ضمن  او 
سازمان بشردوستانه عضو جمعیت های ملی صلیب سرخ و هلال احمر 
که محموله های کمک را برای مردم چین ارسال کرد،  گفت: ما هم با 

شدت گرفتن ویروس کرونا در کنار ایران هستیم.
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A total of 6,272 
earthquakes were 

recorded in the country 
over the past calendar 

year (March 2024 –
March 2025). 

Multilateral 
cooperation, 

scientific synergy, 
and shared 

infrastructures were 
highlights at OIC15-. 

Iran calls for development of  
AI in Islamic nations

Some 135 earthquakes shake Iran in a week



TEHRAN – A musical adaptation of William 
Shakespeare’s play “King Lear” is currently on 
stage at Tehran’s City Theater Complex. 

Elika Abdorrazaqi is the director of the musi-
cal, which will remain on stage until June 13. 

Ahmad Sa’atchian, Reza Yazdani, Pasha Rost-
ami, Elham Akhavan, Alireza Nasehi and Noushin 
Etemad are the main members of the cast for 
the play.

“King Lear” is a tragic play that explores 
themes of power, loyalty, madness, and the hu-
man condition. The story centers around King 
Lear, an aging monarch who decides to divide 
his kingdom among his three daughters—
Goneril, Regan, and Cordelia—based on their 
expressions of love for him. 

To test their devotion, Lear asks each daugh-
ter to declare how much she loves him. Goneril 
and Regan flatter him extravagantly, while Cor-
delia, sincere but less effusive, simply states 
her love and devotion. Offended by her honesty, 
Lear disowns Cordelia and divides the kingdom 
between Goneril and Regan.

This decision sets off a chain of tragic events. 
Goneril and Regan, ungrateful and manipula-
tive, soon betray Lear, stripping him of power 
and dignity. Lear, increasingly disturbed and 
vulnerable, wanders into a storm on the heath, 
symbolizing his inner turmoil and descent into 
madness.

During this period, he experiences profound 
suffering and begins to comprehend the true 
nature of his daughters and himself.

Meanwhile, political chaos ensues as the 
kingdom faces rebellion and civil war. Edmund, 
the illegitimate son of the noble Gloucester, 
schemes to usurp his legitimate brother Edgar’s 
inheritance. Edmund’s treachery and manipula-
tions lead Gloucester to betrayal and blindness, 
both literal and figurative. Gloucester’s tragic 
fate underscores the play’s exploration of be-
trayal and the consequences of misplaced trust.

Amidst these personal and political upheav-
als, the play examines the themes of loyalty and 
filial piety. Cordelia, despite being disowned, 
remains loyal to her father and returns to aid 
him, even as her sisters’ treachery unfolds. 
Her steadfastness contrasts sharply with the 
duplicity of Goneril and Regan, who become in-
creasingly ruthless. The play also highlights the 
destructive nature of ambition and the corrupt-
ing influence of power.

As the story progresses, Lear’s madness 
deepens, but he gains insight into human nature 
and his own flaws. His relationship with Corde-
lia is restored, but tragedy strikes when she is 
captured and killed in the ensuing chaos. Goner-
il and Regan’s ambitions lead to their downfall, 
and ultimately, the play ends with a series of 
deaths—Lear, Cordelia, and others—underscor-
ing the devastating costs of pride, betrayal, and 
injustice.

In the final scenes, surviving characters re-
flect on the chaos and loss, emphasizing the 
play’s bleak commentary on human frailty and 
the consequences of failing to recognize true 
loyalty and virtue. “King Lear” remains one of 
Shakespeare’s most powerful tragedies, a pro-
found meditation on the complexities of human 
nature, authority, and the inevitable suffering 
that accompanies hubris and moral blindness.

William Shakespeare, widely regarded as the 
greatest playwright in English literature, was 
born in 1564. Throughout his career, Shake-
speare wrote an impressive body of work that 
includes over 36 plays, 154 sonnets, and several 
poems. His plays span across various genres, in-
cluding tragedies like “Hamlet” and “Macbeth,” 
comedies such as “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
and “Twelfth Night,” and histories like “Henry V” 
and “Richard III.” 

Shakespeare’s works are renowned for their 
intricate plots, memorable characters, and pro-
found insights into the human condition, mak-
ing them timeless pieces of literature that con-
tinue to captivate audiences worldwide.

TEHRAN – The Iranian short an-
imated film “The Lovely Sky” won 
the Special Jury Award in the for-
eign short film category at the 4th 
ANIMATIBA - Curitiba International 
Animation Festival, which was held 
in Brazil from May 8 to 14.

the Special Jury Award was 
presented to “The Lovely Sky” for 
technical excellence in 2D ani-
mation and gripping narrative, 
Honaronline reported.

Written and directed by Amir 
Mehran, the short flick has been 
produced at the Institute for In-
tellectual Development of Children 
and Young Adults.

Produced with two-dimension 
technique, The 14-minute anima-
tion follows an impatient fighter 
pilot who bombs cities every day. 
He returns to his little girl every 
night after completing his mission. 
The girl loves to fly, but the father 

doesn’t fulfill his daughter’s dream 
because of the bitter memory of 
his wife’s death. The war is getting 
closer every day. One day an inci-
dent changes their lives, forever.

A production of 2022, “The Love-
ly Sky” has so far won the best 
animation prize at the 52nd Ro-
shd International Educational Film 
Festival in Tehran, Best Music at 
the 18th Vancouver Island Short 
Film Festival in Canada, and Best 
Animation in Itauna International 
Film Festival in Brazil.

It has also been screened in the 
63rd Zlin Film Festival in the Czech 
city of Zlin, the 19th World Festival 
of Animated Film Varna in Bulgaria, 
the 16th Bueu International Short 
Film Festival in Spain, and the 39th 
International Festival of animation 
cinema, comics, and games in Italy, 
among others.

ANIMATIBA is a biennial interna-

tional animation festival that has 
begun in 2019. Anima is a word of 
Latin origin that means “soul” and 
is present in the word “animation” 
for giving life to the inanimate. 
Tiba is of Tupi-Guarani origin and 
means “a lot”. Hence the name AN-
IMATIBA, an event about anima-
tion, with a lot of soul.

​Curitiba has an old vocation for 
the art of animation, with great 
artists and production companies 
that stand out in the national and 
international scene, and now the 
city also has an event for the inte-
gration of knowledge, perceptions, 
appreciation, exchanges and inno-
vation for this area.

TEHRAN- The Invisible Life of 
Addie LaRue” by American writer 
Victoria Elizabeth Schwab has been 
published in Persian by Milkan 
Publications. 

Maedeh Nasiri Sharifi is the 
translator of the book first re-
leased in 2020.

“The Invisible Life of Addie 
LaRue” is a fantasy novel that ex-
plores themes of immortality, 
memory, love, and identity through 
the life of a young French wom-
an across centuries. It was highly 
acclaimed, earning a nomination 
for the 2021 Locus Award for Best 
Fantasy Novel, and became a best-
seller, resonating with readers 
worldwide.

The novel’s narrative weaves be-
tween two timelines: present-day 
New York City and flashbacks to 
Addie LaRue’s past, beginning in 
early 18th-century France. The sto-
ry starts with Addie, a young wom-
an trapped in a forced marriage, 
desperate to escape her circum-
stances. One night, she prays to the 
gods for freedom and inadvertent-
ly catches the attention of a mys-
terious dark god, whom she names 
Luc. He offers her a deal: she can 
have the freedom she seeks, but 
with a price—no one will remember 
her after they meet. If she makes a 
mark on the world, through art, 
song, or influence, her memory 

might persist in some form.

Over the next two decades, Ad-
die subtly influences many people, 
inspiring works of art and stories. 
Luc visits her annually, often ask-
ing for her soul, but she refuses, 
developing a complex relationship 
with him. Their bond deepens, and 
for a time, they are connected in a 
fragile companionship. However, 
the relationship ends when Luc 
once again demands her surrender, 
and Addie, feeling betrayed, be-
lieves their connection was merely 
a game. She rejects him, deter-
mined to regain her autonomy.

Fast forward to 2014, Addie en-
counters Henry Strauss in a book-
store in London. Unlike everyone 
else, Henry can remember her, and 

he knows her name. This rare abil-
ity is a result of his deal with Luc, 
who granted him the wish to be 
remembered by someone special—
though Henry’s deal also means he 
will die in 35 days. Henry’s longing 
for connection stems from familial 
pressures and a failed proposal, 
which drove him to attempt sui-
cide. Luc intervenes, granting his 
wish that someone remembers 
him, thus making Henry uniquely 
capable of recalling Addie.

As Henry’s life nears its end, Ad-
die makes a bold move. She strikes 
a new deal with Luc: she will go 
with him if he spares Henry’s life. 
Luc, having developed genuine 
feelings for her, agrees. Addie 
leaves with Luc, leaving Henry dev-
astated and alone. Two years later, 
Addie discovers a mysterious book 
titled “The Invisible Life of Addie 
LaRue” in a London bookstore. 

The book contains no author de-
tails, but she recognizes herself in 
its pages, especially in a dedication 
that reads, “I remember you”—a 
message from Henry. Luc reveals 
he does not mind if the world 
knows her story, so long as she re-
mains his prisoner.

Motivated by a desire for true 
freedom, Addie vows to herself 
that she will make Luc hate her 
again, so he will cast her away, 
freeing her from her curse. Her 

journey becomes one of resilience 
and longing, seeking to reclaim her 
identity and autonomy despite liv-
ing in shadows and obscurity.

“The Invisible Life of Addie 
LaRue” achieved remarkable suc-
cess, remaining on the New York 
Times Best Seller list for 37 con-
secutive weeks through July 2021. 
Critics praised Schwab’s lyrical sto-
rytelling, detailed world-building, 
and exploration of art and memory. 
NPR highlighted the novel’s fo-
cus on art, describing how Addie’s 
freckles and fleeting impressions 
evoke her desire to be remem-
bered. Kirkus called it a “spellbind-
ing story,” while The Washington 
Post dubbed it a “tour de force,” ap-
preciating its momentum and ex-
ploration of identity. Slate’s Megan 
Kallstrom commended the novel’s 
rich detail and emotional depth, lik-
ening Addie’s story to creating her 
own constellation amid darkness.

In November 2021, plans for a 
film adaptation were announced. 
eOne is producing the project, 
with Schwab contributing early 
screenplay drafts before handing 
the reins to filmmakers Augustine 
Frizzell and David Lowery. Schwab, 
along with producers Gerard Butler 
and others, is involved in bringing 
Addie’s story to the screen, promis-
ing to extend the novel’s enchant-
ing narrative to a visual medium.

TEHRAN – The Niavaran Cultur-
al Historical Complex in Tehran is 
hosting the art exhibition “With 
the World of Dali,” showcasing Sal-
vador Dali’s artworks preserved in 
Niavarn Palace treasures.

This exhibition features a col-
lection of works by the renowned 
Spanish surrealist artist Salvador 
Dali. It opened to art enthusiasts 
on May 17 and will run until May 31 
at the In Royal Palace of the com-
plex, Honaronline reported.

The displayed works are selected 
from the treasures of Niavaran Mu-
seums and will introduce a portion 
of the artistic heritage preserved in 
this historical complex to visitors.

Salvador Dalí (1904-1989) was a 
Spanish surrealist artist renowned 
for his technical skill, precise 
draftsmanship, and the striking 
and bizarre images in his work.

Dalí’s artistic repertoire included 
painting, sculpture, film, graphic 
arts, animation, fashion, and pho-
tography, at times in collaboration 
with other artists. He also wrote 
fiction, poetry, autobiography, es-
says, and criticism. Major themes 
in his work include dreams, the 
subconscious, religion, science and 
his closest personal relationships. 

To the dismay of those who held 
his work in high regard, and to the 
irritation of his critics, his eccentric 
and ostentatious public behavior 
often drew more attention than his 

artwork. His public support for the 
Francoist regime, his commercial 
activities and the quality and au-
thenticity of some of his late works 
have also been controversial. His 
life and work were an important 
influence on other Surrealists, 
pop art, popular culture, and con-
temporary artists such as Damien 
Hirst.

The exhibition is held as part of 
the programs organized by the 
complex on the occasion of the In-
ternational Museum Day and the 
upcoming Cultural Heritage Week.

According to this year’s Interna-
tional Council of Museums’ slogan 
(ICOM): “Museums for Education 
and Research”, this year’s pro-
grams at Niavaran Complex have 
been designed to focus on audi-
ence diversity, the integration of 
new technologies, fostering en-
gagement between the younger 
generation and cultural heritage, 
and promoting museum literacy.

Simultaneously with the exhi-
bition, in collaboration with the 
Bahar Ideh Art Institute, a special 
event titled “The Wonderful World 

of Me and Dali” will be held at the 
Royal Palace on Thursday.

It is an educational workshop, 
aiming to familiarize the younger 
generation with modern art con-
cepts through storytelling, creative 
learning, and the theme of the ex-
hibition. Admission is open to all 
interested visitors.

During this event, the book 
“Where the Tree of Time Embraces 
the Earth,” inspired by Dali’s fa-
mous painting “The Persistence of 
Memory,” will be unveiled.
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To render relief to the distressed and to help the oppressed make 
amends for great sins.

Imam Ali (AS)
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 A screenshot from “The Lovely Sky”

Gaza Genocide
Cartoonist: Derkaoui Abdellah from Morrocco 

Cartoon of Day

Iranian short animation “The Lovely Sky” wins at ANIMATIBA

“The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue”  
appears at Iranian bookstores

Musical adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
“King Lear” on stage at Tehran theater

“With Dali’s World” exhibition underway 
at Niavaran Cultural Historical Complex
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