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US Officially: Enes Warslran'Vows:

‘You Will Pay’

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. Dan Caine discusses the mission details of a strike on Iran during a news conference at the Pentagon on Sunday.
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aggression on Iran response after US strikeon ~ president’s strikes on Iran
TEHRAN - People from all walks of life launched rallies nUCleafSltes TEHRAN — In a flagrant violation of international
and protests in India, Pakistan, Irag, and South Africa, law and the U.S. Constitution, President Donald Trump
expressing solidarity with Iran, and denouncing Israel’s TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas unilaterally ordered military strikes on Iran’s nuclear
assault. Araghchi has called on the international facilities at Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan in the early hours
The Zionist regime launched an unprovoked act of community to take an unequivocal stance against of Sunday, provoking immediate bipartisan condemnation
aggression against Iran last Friday killing at least 400 the blatant act of military aggression by the m CO”%TGSS and warnings of catastrophic regional
people, including dozens of women and children, with1,800 United States, warning that the very foundations escalation.
people being injured. of international law are now at risk. The attacks, executed without congressional

authorization, have been denounced as an “illegal act of
aggression” by Iranian officials and a “reckless gamble”
by US. lawmakers who fear being dragged into another
endless war in West Asia.

On Saturday, hundreds of Iragis in Babil and Kirkuk rallied
in support of Tehran, responding to a statement by Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani condemning Israeli strikes and
warning of regional chaos if Iran’s leadership is targeted.

Speaking with Shafag News, protesters in Babil strongly
condemned Israel’'s continued attacks on Iran, affirming

His remarks came during a televised press
conference on the sidelines of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit in Istanbul on
Sunday, a day after the U.S. launched airstrikes

targeting Iran’s peaceful nuclear sites. The US. strikes followed nine days of intensifying Israeli

aggression against Iranian territory which killed over 400

the unity of the Islamic position in “confronting injustice “The Charter of the United Nations itself is under Iranians and injured 3,000 more.
and arrogance.” attack,” Araghchi said, stressing that the assault on Iran’s Trump's abrupt departure from the G7 Summit

“These demonstrations are a rejection of the Israeli sovereign territory cannot be viewed in isolation. “This signaled impending military action, though the White
strikes on Iran, and we stand with our neighbor in this war” is not just about Iran—it is about the rules that hold the House falsely claimed a decision would take “two
confirming that solidarity among Islamic nations is “the international order together. If the world remains silent, weeks"—a misdirection that enabled stealth B-2 bomber
strongest weapon in the face of aggression.” » Page 5 those rules will collapse.” » Page 3 deployments. » Page 2

Yernen says it is entering Tehran’s Enghelab

the war following US Square erupts

strikes on Iran in fury over U.S.
TEHRAN — Yemen has officially announced Strlkes prQSIdent

that it is joining Iran in the war against Israel | 7

and the United States, which began with o jOInS CrOWd

Israeli attacks on Iranian soil on June 13, and
was exaggerated with American airtrikes on
Sunday.

Brigadier General Yahya Saree,
spokesperson for the Yemeni Armed Forces,
made the announcement via a statement
posted on his personal social media account:

“Yemen is officially entering the war
(against the United States and Israel). Keep
your ships away from our territorial waters.”

The statement follows the release of an
official military statement from the Yemeni
Armed Forces on Saturday, which condemned
Israeli attacks on Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and
other Arab and Islamic countries, warmning that
the Zionist regime is seeking to destabilize the
entire regjon with full US. backing.

TEHRAN - Scores of Iranians filled
| Tehran's Enghelab Square Sunday
evening, several hours after the United
§ States dropped bombs on Iranian

| nuclear sites.

“Death to Americal” People chanted,
@ their voices filling the square. Others
§ demanded that Iran hit back hard. One
clear message rose above the noise
¥ again and again: “Get America out of
{ the region!”
) “They bomb us, then brag,” said a
{ man in the crowd, waving an Iranian
Sl flag. “We need an answer. Kick them

B out’» Page 2

Your Treasuries
Pay for the Bombs

— Get Out While
You Can

By Editorial board

The war has started.

The United States has launched its military
campaign against Iran. Behind the scenes,
however, lies a chilling truth: many of the
Persian Gulf states, Asian investors, and
global institutions that have funded this war
through U.S. Treasury holdings may now be at
risk themselves.

These entities—whether sovereign wealth
funds, central banks, or private investment
firms—are not just economic actors; they are
financial accomplices to a war that threatens
their own security, economies, and populations.
The billions poured into U.S. debt markets over
the past decade have directly supported the
weapons, logistics, and infrastructure now be-
ing used to strike Iranian targets.

Take the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
which holds over $120 billion in U.S. Treasur-
ies through its federal government, central
bank, and sovereign wealth giants like ADIA
and Mubadala. That money helped fund the
development of precision-guided munitions,
stealth aircraft, and naval carriers now de-
ployed in the Persian Gulf. The UAE’s financial
alignment with Washington is no longer just
about diplomacy—it's about shared war ef-
fort.» Page 6

Iran blasts IAEA
inaction in formal
letter after US
strikes on its
nuclear facilities

TEHRAN - The Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEQI) has formally condemned the United
States for its “brutal military aggression” against
Iran’s civilian nuclear facilities at Natanz, Fordow,
and Isfahan.

In a scathing letter addressed to Intemational
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Ra-
fael Grossi Sunday, the AEQI asserted Washington
has committed a “flagrant violation” of the UN
Charter and intemational law, stressing that the
US, as a permanent UN Security Council mem-
ber, had betrayed its obligations under the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). » Page 2

Experts’
commentary
reveals strategic
miscalculations in
U.S. strikes on Iran’s
nuclear sites

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - In the wake of the United States’
recent bombardment of Iran’s Fordow, Na-
tanz, and Isfahan nuclear facilities, described
by President Donald Trump as a “spectacu-
lar military success,” a closer look at expert
commentary from the Atlantic Council, a
prominent American think tank, depicts a far
more complex and contradictory picture.

Far from displaying strength, the remarks
by these U.S. insiders reveal deep anxieties,
strategic uncertainty, and an implicit ac-
knowledgment of Iran’s enduring resilience
in the face of sustained aggression by the
Zionist regime of Israel and more lately by its
biggest ally, the U.S.

Good to consider that the Atlantic Coun-
cil, which was founded in 1961 and known
for its advocacy of transatlantic policy,
plays a key role in shaping Western strate-
gic narratives. » Page 4
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TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers

If we leave Israel alone, it will not let us be alone

“Note: The analyses below were written a few hours before the U.S. directly joined Israel and attacked
Iran’s nuclear facilities in Fordo, Natanz and Isfahan.

In an analysis, Kayhan addressed Israel’'s aggression on Iranian soil and wrote: Now, after nine days
of the Zionist regime’s-imposed war against the Iranian nation, this regime’s predictions came untrue
and now is seeking to save itself with the help of the West by using the “weapon” of imposed peace
and negotiations. The Zionists wrongly predicted that the start of the attack on Iran would bring about
a wave of chaos inside Iran and the Iranian government would not be able to deal with the country’s
internal, social and economic challenges. With such an illusion they began a foolish act that, contrary
to their prediction, provided Iran with a golden opportunity to destroy this regime. In this regard, the
diplomatic apparatus must, while continuing acting in accordance with the efforts of the armed forces
must deal with the West with full vigilance and avoid sending an unwanted pulse of weakness, or that
the country is willing to negotiate on a proposed imposed peace. In the words of the founder of the
Islamic Republic: “Stare at your enemies with open eyes and do not leave them alone, otherwise, they
will not leave you alone for a moment”

Sobh-e-No: Iran’s iron dome

In a note, Sobh-e-No addressed the magnificent attendance of people at the recent Friday prayers
and rallies after the Friday prayers. It said: The Friday prayers were held under the shadow of threats
from Tel Aviv and media affiliated with the Zionist regime; threats that had taken on new dimensions
after Israel’s recent aggression on our country’s soil. However, what happened was exactly the opposite
of the analyses by the Western media outlets. They neither feared nor showed caution. They participated
in millions filled with full of anger against the aggressor. The rallies were meaningful. They sent a clear
message that the Iranian people, regardless of political preferences, are united against the foreign
enemy. With its recent aggression, the Zionist regime not only failed to create a division among the
Iranians, but also strengthened social solidarity and redefined the domestic political space in the form
of “unity in conditions of threat.” The Iranian people, despite all their differences, are holding hands in
defending the homeland, the principles of the Islamic Revolution, and supporting the oppressed in the
region. And, they are ready to respond to any threat, whether on the battlefield or intelligent reaction,
such as the recent Friday prayers.

Etemad: Ambiguous and challenging conditions

Tensions between Iran and Israel have entered a new phase, and as the clashes continue, speculation
has been circulating that Washington is sending messages about Iran returning to the Muscat talks.
Although such requests have been confirmed by officials in our country’s diplomatic apparatus, Tehran
has explicitly stated that it will not hold any talks with the United States as long as Israel’s aggressive
attacks continue. In these complex circumstances, an important meeting was held in Geneva upon the
request of the European troika and in consultation with Washington. The meeting shows Europe’s effort
to enter the diplomatic process in the midst of the war. In this regard, some observers believe that Iran
is pursuing diplomacy as a complementary strategy while adopting a practical approach to confronting
the aggression. At the same time, however, contradictory statements by Donald Trump and his team
about the possibility of direct U.S. involvement in the war have greatly worried the regional countries
and increased concerns, especially in Europe. The Europeans, who had previously been effectively
sidelined in the negotiations between Iran and the U.S,, are now following developments in the region
with even greater concern.

Iran hits strategic sites in Israel with
multl-warhead Kheibarshekan missiles

A

Photo 5/70 ws massive destruction in Tel Aviv

TEHRAN - In the early hours of Sunday, Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) launched the
20th wave of Operation True Promise 3 against Israel, with the unprecedented deployment of its
third-generation Kheibarshekan ballistic missiles, featuring multiple warheads and advanced terminal
guidance systems.

The precision strikes hit critical Israeli sites, including Ben Gurion Airport, a major biological research
centre, and backup military command hubs. Photos show extensive destruction across the occupied
territories, with reports indicating that foreign journalists have been barred from reporting the
aftermath without prior checking.

According to a statement by the IRGC, a total of 40 solid- and liquid-fueled missiles were launched at
strategic targets across the occupied Palestinian territories on Sunday.

“In this operation, for the first time, the IRGC Aerospace Force deployed the third-generation Kheibar
Shekan multi-warhead ballistic missile, employing new and surprising tactics to achieve greater
precision, destructive power, and effectiveness,” the statement said.

The missiles employed maneuverable warheads capable of adjusting their trajectory during descent,
maintaining guidance until impact, and delivering multiple high-explosive, highly destructive payloads.

“We declare that the core capabilities of the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran have yet to
be activated in this sacred defense,” the IRGC statement added.

This latest wave follows the 18th and 19th rounds of coordinated missile and drone attacks that

struck 14 strategic targets across Haifa and Tel Aviv, including cyber command centres, military-
industrial infrastructure, and Al research offices.

Tehran’s Enghelab Square erupts in fury
over U.S. strikes; president joins crowd

TEHRAN - Scores of Iranians
filled Tehran's Enghelab Square
Sunday evening, several hours after
the United States dropped bombs
on Iranian nuclear sites.

“Death to Americal” People
chanted, their voices filling the
square. Others demanded that Iran
hit back hard. One clear message
rose above the noise again and
again: “Get America out of the
region!”

“They bomb us, then brag,” said a
man in the crowd, waving an Iranian
flag. “We need an answer. Kick them
out”

American B-2 bombers entered
Iran’s airspace in the early hours
of Sunday to bomb three Iranian
nuclear facilities located in Natanz,
Esfahan, and Fordow. The attacks
came after Israel carried out
similar ones 10 days ago, with both
offensives believed to have failed
in dismantling the Iranian nuclear

facilities, the most important of
which, Fordow, placed deep under
the ground and protected by a
mountain. The US. strikes did not
result in any casualties, but earlier
Israeli ones, still ongoing against
civilian infrastructure across Iran,
resulted in the deaths of over 400
people and injury of 2000 others.

Protesters in Tehran pointed to
the heavy US. military presence
nearby. “They have 19 bases right
here in West Asia,” said one woman.
“Forty thousand soldiers and
workers, sitting on our borders. They
need to go home.”

The protest took an unexpected
turn  when  President Masoud
Pezeshkian showed up. He walked
into the crowd without much
security, letting people come close.
He listened as citizens shouted
their anger about the bombings. His
presence gave the crowd a boost,
and he later spoke briefly, echoing

their call for resistance. He promised
a fuller response later.

“They talk peace while dropping
bombs,” said an older man, watching
near the square as the President
moved through the people. “Him
being here? It means he gets it.
America broke its word. They have
to leave”

It is still not clear how Iran would
respond to the American aggression.
But it has been pummeling the
occupied territories within reprieve
since the war broke out on June 13.
Iranians previously warned that
they would have no red lines in
responding to potential U.S. attacks.

‘Trump endangered American forces:’ US lawmakers slam
president’s strikes on Iran

TEHRAN — In a flagrant violation
of international law and the U.S. Con-
stitution, President Donald Trump
unilaterally ordered military strikes
on Iran’s nuclear facilities at For-
dow, Natanz, and Isfahan in the early
hours of Sunday, provoking immedi-
ate bipartisan condemnation in Con-
gress and warnings of catastrophic
regional escalation.

The attacks, executed without
congressional authorization, have
been denounced as an “illegal act of
aggression” by Iranian officials and a
“reckless gamble” by U.S. lawmakers
who fear being dragged into another
endless war in West Asia.

The US. strikes followed nine days
of intensifying Israeli aggression
against Iranian territory which killed
over 400 Iranians and injured 3,000
more.

Trump's abrupt departure from
the G7 Summit signaled impending
military action, though the White
House falsely claimed a decision
would take “two weeks"—a mis-
direction that enabled stealth B-2
bomber deployments.

Constitutional crisis and MAGA
fractures

Top Democrats swiftly condemned
Trump’s move as an unconstitutional
abuse of power.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi de-
clared the strikes part of a “pattern
of bypassing Congress,” emphasiz-
ing that “the power to declare war
resides solely with the legislative
branch.”

Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer demanded immediate en-

Democratic Congressman Ro Khanna (L) and Republican Congressman Thomas
Massie both criticized Trump’s strikes, deeming them unconstitutional.

forcement of the War Powers Act,
stating: “No president should uni-
laterally march this nation into war
with erratic threats and no strate-
gy. President Trump must provide
clear answers on the implications for
American safety.”

Progressive Democrats were even
more scathing. Representative Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez called the
strikes a “grave violation of the Con-
stitution” and “clearly grounds for
impeachment,” warning they risked
“launching a generational war

Representative Ilhan Omar echoed
this, stating: “Military strikes with-
out congressional authorization will
only provoke more violence and en-
danger U.S. forces.”

Senator Elizabeth Warren labeled
the bombing “unconstitutional” and
demanded the Senate vote to “pre-
vent another endless war”

Senator Bernie Sanders ampli-
fied grassroots anger when he an-
nounced the attack during a speech
at a Tulsa rally, where crowds chant-
ed “No more wars!” after he con-
demned it as “alarming and grossly
unconstitutional.”

Criticism extended beyond Demo-
cratic ranks. Libertarian-leaning Re-
publicans Thomas Massie and War-
ren Davidson slammed the strikes as
unconstitutional.

“This is not Constitutional,” Massie
asserted.

Marjorie Taylor Greene, typically a
staunch Trump ally, broke ranks pub-
licly: “Every time America is on the
verge of greatness, we get involved
in another foreign war. There would
not be bombs falling on Iran if Net-
anyahu hadn’t dropped bombs first”

She warned Trump that the strikes
“fracture” his MAGA movement, cit-

ing base fatigue with foreign inter-
ventions.

Intelligence disputes and diplo-
matic deception

Other lawmakers challenged the
administration’s justification for the
strikes.

Senator Chris Murphy disclosed:
“| was briefed last week that Iran
posed no imminent threat and
wasn't close to building a deliverable
nuclear weapon.”

The senator pointed to the US.
intelligence community’'s assess-
ment that Iran has not and does not
intend to build a nuclear weapon, as
delivered by the Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard during a
briefing to Congress.

Former State Department spokes-
man Ned Price accused the White
House of “diplomatic deception,’
noting Trump’s envoy, Steve Witkoff,
had engaged Iran in talks just weeks
earlierwhilemilitary plansadvanced.

Iran had conducted five rounds of
indirect nuclear talks with the US.
from early April to late May, begin-
ning in Muscat and continuing in
Rome, with mediation by Oman.

A sixth round was scheduled to
take place

in Muscat, but was cancelled fol-
lowing the Israeli regime’s aggres-
sion which started last week in coor-
dination with Washington.

Senator Mark Warner, Vice Chair
of the Intelligence Committee, em-
phasized he received no pre-strike
briefing and demanded Trump “ar
ticulate clear strategic objectives” to
protect American lives.

Iran blasts IAEA inaction in formal letter after US strikes on

TEHRAN - The Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI) has formally condemned the United
States for its “brutal military aggression” against
Iran’s civilian nuclear facilities at Natanz, Fordow,
and Isfahan.

In a scathing letter addressed to International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General
Rafael Grossi Sunday, the AEOl asserted
Washington has committed a “flagrant violation”
of the UN Charter and international law, stressing
that the U.S., as a permanent UN Security Council
member, had betrayed its obligations under the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The letter demanded immediate condemnation
of the attacks and legal action against “criminal
complicity” by the IAEA leadership.

The US. strikes, launched in the early hours of
Sunday using reportedly B-2 stealth bombers,
30,000-pound  “bunker-buster” bombs, and
Tomahawk missiles launched from submarines,
targeted Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities at
Fordow, Isfahan, and Natanz.

The AEQl, in a social media statement
hours after the US. strikes, reaffirmed Iran’s
unwavering commitment to peaceful nuclear
advancement: “With reliance on the efforts of
the nuclear scientists of the homeland, we will
continue the path of developing peaceful nuclear
technology for the Iranian people with strength.

its nuclear facilities

The desperate attacks of the enemies cannot
rival the will of this nation” The AEQI's letter
excoriated the IAEA for “repeated negligence”
after Iran had forewarned the agency of Israeli
threats to nuclear infrastructure.

[t emphasized that Iran would pursue legal
action through international bodies against

Grossi’s “collusion” in the attacks.

The organization also urged “peace-loving
nations” to uphold the NPT, implicitly contrasting
Iran’s adherence to the treaty with Israel's undeclared
nuclear arsenal and refusal to join the accord.

President Donald Trump took credit for
Washington’s Sunday attack on Iranian nuclear sites
both in a Truth Social post and a televised speech,
claiming the facilities were “totally obliterated,” and
that Israel’s prime minister had lauded the strikes—
proving Washington's appetite for unilateral
militarism knows no bounds.

He ended his address with a charged invocation:
“God bless Israel’—a brazen affirmation that laid
bare the administration’s unflinching complicity
in Tel Aviv’s military agenda.

AEOl radiation monitors confirmed no
contamination or danger to civilians near Fordow,
while an Iranian lawmaker asserted the damage
was “superficial,” limited to entry tunnels.

Crucially, Iranian media reported that highly
enriched uranium had been relocated from

IAEA Director General Rfae/ Grossi

Fordow prior to the attack.

The USS. intervention follows the Israeliregime’s
June 13 initiation of act of aggression against Iran,
which has martyred military officials, nuclear
scientists, and over 430 Iranians, with 3,500 more
injured—predominantly women and children—
according to figures from the Health Ministry.

In a press conference held several hours after
the American attacks, Grossi refused to condemn
the US. or Israel, only saying that the IAEA needs
to be able to assess the damage. Analysts warn
the UN nuclear watchdog chief is probably looking
to fillin Americans and Israelis on how successful
their attacks have been. Previously unearthed
intelligence data by Iran shows Grossi has been in
close contact with Israeli officials regarding Iran’s
nuclear program since he was appointed to his
role in 2019.



US officially enters war, §

Iran vows: ‘You will pay’

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - US. President Donald
Trump did on Sunday what the entire
world —most importantly his Amer-
ican voters — had been warning him
not to do: He flew U.S. B-2 bombers
inside Iran to directly join Israel's
war against the country, launching
strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities in
three locations.

The President then took to his so-
cial media platform to announce the
attacks were a “spectacular military
success” and that Iran’s key nuclear
enrichment facilities had been “com-
pletely and totally obliterated”

Understanding that Trump is
wrong about his attacks’ effec-
tiveness isn’t difficult. Two sites he
struck, Esfahan and Natanz, had been
previously attacked by Israel last Fri-
day, and the facilities had been emp-
tied of enriched uranium and critical
enrichment technology. His attacks
on Fordow were new, but the results
weren't. Satellite images show only
one entrance and one exit, out of the
existing five, was damaged. The main
site itself - buried dozens of meters
underground and protected by a
mountain - remains intact.

Residents filming Fordow from
a distance also failed to detect any
smoke or fire. Reports from Qom,
the closest city to the nuclear facil-
ity, observed normal city function-
ing with people heading to everyday
errands unaffected. They seemed to

have come to terms with their coun-
try fighting a war 10 days after Israel
initiated it on June 13.

Iran and the U.S. were participating
in indirect nuclear negotiations be-
fore the war broke out. Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, speaking
at an OIC meeting in Ankara, stated
clearly that what the U.S. obliterated
with its Sunday strikes — and ear-
lier ones it helped Israel carry out -
wasn't Iran’s nuclear facilities, “but
rather diplomacy.” During the ongo-
ing aerial campaign against Iran, at
least 400 civilians have been killed
and 2,000 injured according to the
latest Health Ministry figures.

The current situation flies in the
face of repeated US. claims that
while informed about Israel’s initial
attacks, Americans themselves were
not involved. In his first remarks af-
ter the Sunday aggression, Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian stated
during a cabinet meeting that while
Tehran knew the U.S. was aiding Is-
rael’s war against Iran, the direct
American strikes proved Washington
was the actual instigator all along.
“They tried to conceal their involve-
ment initially, but after seeing Isra-
el was getting crushed, they had no
choice but to enter the war directly”

Experts believe Israel's initial
strikes - targeting top Iranian mili-
tary leaders in residential buildings -
weren't designed for prolonged war.
The regime and its American backers

asssumed assassinating generals
would prevent retaliation and ral-
ly Iranians to topple their govern-
ment. Neither objective succeeded.
Instead, Iran unified more strongly,
and its Armed Forces began retali-
ation the same day its top generals
were assassinated — pummeling Is-
rael and wreaking havoc in occupied
territories under new, less cautious
military leadership. Under these cir-

cumstances, analysts tell the Tehran
Times, the U.S. was forced to inter-
vene to manufacture an Israeli “vic-
tory”

What happens now?

Hours after the attack, US. De-
fense Secretary Pete Hegseth broke
his silence, stating the Trump admin-
istration is not seeking to expand the
war and has sent private messages
to Tehran requesting a “return to ne-

gotiations.”

However, Iranians had previous-
ly warned that direct American at-
tacks would be met with retaliation.
Earlier in the week, Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei stated in a video mes-
sage thatany U.S. strikes would bring
about “irreparable harm” for the
Americans.

[t's now clear that Iran will contin-
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ue targeting Israel, which has been
plunged into economic and societal
chaos and is facing daily Iranian mis-
sile and drone attacks, with limited
interception success.

As for the U.S,, Iran has several op-
tions. These include attacks on one
or more of the 19 American bases in
the region, housing approximately
50,000 troops or workers, the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz, through
which a quarter of the world’s oil
passes, and a change in its nuclear
doctrine. Since Iranians have indi-
cated they will adhere to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), at least for the time
being, a direct military response re-
mains the most probable next step.

According to Fars News, Iran esti-
mates that the war could last up to
six months, and has prepared to sus-
tain it.

All of this has, meanwhile, pushed
the region to the brink of a regional
conflagration, a situation narrowly
avoided numerous times in the past
20 months due to unchecked Israe-
li aggression in Lebanon, Gaza, and
Syria.

Regional countries including Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, the UAE,
and Turkey said they are concerned
about the “lasting consequences” of
U.S. strikes on Iran in separate state-
ments they published on Sunday.

US airstrikes on Iran draw condemnation across West Asia and beyond

TEHRAN - A growing wave of inter-
national condemnation has followed
the recent US. airstrikes on Iran’s
nuclear facilities, as countries across
West Asia and beyond denounce the
move as a dangerous violation of
international law that threatens re-
gional and global security.

The strikes, which targeted nucle-
ar sites in Natanz and Fordow in the
early hours of Sunday, were publicly
confirmed by U.S. President Donald
Trump via social media. The unpro-
voked attack has triggered strong
reactions from both regional govern-
ments and major global powers.

In Baghdad, a spokesperson for the
Iragi government called the strikes a
“serious threat to peace and stability
in the region,” warning that any at-
tack on Iran’s peaceful nuclear facil-
ities risks triggering wider conflict in
West Asia.

Pakistan issued an even stronger
rebuke. The country’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs condemned the assault
as a breach of international norms,
affirming that Iran has the legitimate
right to self-defense under Article 51
of the United Nations Charter. Sena-
tor Mushahid Hussain, Chairman of
Pakistan’s Senate Defense Commit-
tee, labeled the strike a “war crime”

and a case of “deliberate aggression,”
criticizing the dominance of Israeli
lobbying interests in U.S. foreign pol-
icy and accusing President Trump of
breaking his promises not to launch
new military conflicts.

SaudiArabia’s Foreign Ministry also
condemned the U.S. action, calling it
a clear violation of Iran’s sovereignty.
Riyadh urged the international com-
munity to intensify efforts toward
a peaceful resolution and warned
against further escalation.

Egypt joined the growing chorus
of voices, with the Foreign Ministry
in Cairo describing the strike as a
provocative act that could severely
undermine international and region-
al peace. Oman also voiced its alarm,
stating that the American military
operation was a breach of interna-
tional law and a reckless act that
could ignite a broader war.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun
echoed these concerns, warning
that the targeting of Iranian nuclear
infrastructure could destabilize not
only the region but also global secu-
rity. “The threat of escalation is real,
and the world must act to prevent
further deterioration,” he said.

Qatar condemned the strikes as
well, calling for an immediate ces-

sation of Israeli-American military
actions against Iran and advocating
for a swift return to diplomatic en-
gagement.

In a significant development, Rus-
sia’s Foreign Ministry also issued a
statement “strongly condemning”
the US. airstrikes, calling them “a
gross violation of international law,
the UN Charter, and UN Security
Council resolutions.” Moscow warned
that such actions could trigger dan-
gerous consequences and undermine
international mechanisms for con-
flict resolution.

Inside Iran, the reaction has been
swift and resolute. The Atomic En-
ergy Organization of Iran (AEOI) con-
demned the strikes on its facilities
in Fordow and Natanz as “brutal and
illegal” emphasizing that the sites
operate under full supervision of the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) as part of Iran’s commitments
under the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

“These are peaceful, safeguarded
nuclear facilities, and this assault
constitutes a direct attack on in-
ternational law,” the AEOQI said. “The
attack was carried out with the in-
difference—or possibly the complic-
ity—of the IAEA”

L

Fordow nuclear energy plant, which is located near the central Iranian city of Qom, was one of the targets of the U.S.
airstrikes on June 22, 2025.

Calling on the international com-
munity to reject what it termed
“jungle law,” the organization said
it would pursue all necessary legal
and diplomatic channels to defend

Iran’s rights. “Despite these sinister
efforts, the AEOI assures the great
Iranian nation that the country’s nu-
clear progress will not be halted.”

Diplomatic observers have warned
that failure to respond decisively
to the strike risks undermining the
credibility of international law and
institutions.

‘UN Charter Is under attack’, Iran FM urges global response after US strike on nuclear sites

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi has called on the in-
ternational community to take an un-
equivocal stance against the blatant
act of military aggression by the United
States, warning that the very founda-
tions of international law are now at
risk.

His remarks came during a televised
press conference on the sidelines of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(0IC) summit in Istanbul on Sunday, a
day after the U.S. launched airstrikes
targeting Iran’s peaceful nuclear sites.

“The Charter of the United Nations
itself is under attack,” Araghchi said,
stressing that the assault on Iran’s
sovereign territory cannot be viewed in
isolation. “This is not just about Iran—it
is about the rules that hold the interna-
tional order together. If the world re-
mains silent, those rules will collapse”

The US. operation, announced di-
rectly by President Donald Trump on

his social media accounts, was carried
out in the early hours of Sunday and
immediately condemned by Iranian of-
ficials. The Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) vowed a “decisive and pro-
portionate response,” while the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) de-
scribed the strike as a serious viola-
tion of international norms and said it
would pursue legal action through in-
ternational bodies.

Araghchi, Iran’s top diplomat, decried
Washington’s continued policy of es-
calation, accusing the White House of
abandoning diplomacy in favor of force.

“For over two decades, Iran has en-
gaged in transparent, peaceful nuclear
negotiations with world powers—in-
cluding the P5+1—which led to a his-
toric agreement,” he said. “Despite that
achievement, the United States unilat-
erally withdrew, re-imposed sanctions,
and adopted the language of threats.
Now, it has moved to outright military

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi addressing a press conference in
Istanbul on Sunday, June 22, 2025.

aggression.”

He warned that the precedent being
set threatens not just regional stabili-

ty, but global security. “If international
law is ignored and the sovereignty of a
nation is violated without consequence,
what remains of the system that en-

sures peace?” he asked. “This moment
demands a collective response.”

The Foreign Minister also directly
criticized U.S. President Donald Trump
for his inflammatory rhetoric, particu-
larly recent statements that Iran must
“choose peace or face harsher conse-
quences.” Araghchi said such threats
amounted to open blackmail and ex-
posed the US’s disregard for diploma-
cy.

“This response cannot come from
Iran alone. The global community must
reject such intimidation and defend the
principles enshrined in the UN Charter,”
he said.

Speaking more broadly, Araghchi
framed the attack as part of a larger
pattern of aggression driven by U.S.-Is-
raeli coordination. “This strike proves
that Washington no longer respects in-
ternational boundaries. It is acting un-
der the influence of Netanyahu and the
Zionist regime, who failed to confront

Iran directly and now resort to Ameri-
can firepower,” he said.

He also rejected the notion that mil-
itary strikes could hinder Iran’s nuclear
progress. “Our peaceful nuclear exper-
tise cannot be destroyed with bombs,’
he asserted. “Our scientists and our
people remain committed. Iran will not
be deterred by coercion”

Araghchi confirmed that he would
travel to Moscow on Monday to meet
with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
The meeting will focus on the recent
escalation and possible diplomatic
measures to counter the current grow-
ing threat to regional and international
stability.

“This is one of the gravest interna-
tional crimes—targeting nuclear facili-
ties is an attack on humanity, not just
a country,” Araghchi concluded. “We will
defend our sovereignty, our dignity, and
our right to peaceful progress. The Ira-
nian nation is united in this cause.”
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Straight Truth

Hamas strongly condemns U.S. airstrikes
on Iranian nuclear facilities

TEHRAN - The Palestinian resistance group
Hamas has issued a strong condemnation of
recent U.S. airstrikes targeting Iranian nuclear
facilities, calling the military action a danger-
ous and unlawful escalation.

In a statement released Sunday, Hamas de-
nounced what it described as “blatant U.S. ag-
gression against the territory and sovereignty
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.” The group said
the attacks represent a “flagrant violation of
international law and a direct threat to inter-
national peace and security.”

Hamas warned that the strikes mark a
serious escalation in regional tensions and
accused the United States of following the
agenda of Israel, referring to what it called
blind obedience to the goals of the occupation
regime, ISNA reported.

The group also expressed full solidarity

with Iran, affirming its confidence in Iran’s
ability to defend its sovereignty.

The US. strikes, which targeted nuclear
sites in Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan, have
drawn international criticism and raised con-
cerns about a wider conflict in West Asia.

IRCS member speaks about days of rescue
work following Israeli attacks

TEHRAN--Rescue workers of Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society (IRCS) are those who devote their
lives to rescue people. They go deep into the inci-
dent to rescue the trapped person without any de-
lay or hesitation. Amir Momeni is one of the rescue
workers who speaks about the stressful minutes
among the storm and the fire.

Momeni, Head of the Rasht Lifeguard and Diving
Board and a member of the Gilan Rapid Response
Team, is one of these heroes; someone who has
dedicated his life to the IRCS since the age of 12
and has had a prominent presence in every crisis,
from the Bam and Kermanshah earthquakes to
rescuing dozens of people from the waves, IRNA
wrote.

This time he has a shocking story of a few tur-
bulent days in Tehran, a story of a breathtaking
battle with debris and time, where every second
could cost lives, and in the meantime, the voice of
arescuer was a miracle.

Momeni said: “Since the early minutes when the
Israeli missile attack started, we were immediate-
ly dispatched from Rasht to Tehran, a 11-member
team along with sniffer dogs and two equipped
vehicles.

He said afterwards, the second rescue team
joined them and their number rose to 40.

He said they started the rubble-clearing opera-
tion in a collapsed building in Tehran with the help
of the sniffer dogs, and in addition to saving lives,
they also respectfully removed the bodies of the
martyrs from inside the building.

His team worked non-stop for four days and
nights in Tehran’s Municipal Districts 19, 20, and 2.

“We were present at the rubble-clearing sites
day and night. The team leader announced and
gave the location, and we would go to the scene
and clean up the place.” In the past few days, they
were able to pull three people alive from under the
rubble and find 16 bodies.

He explained: “There was a company there, one
of the men was stuck in a chair and his foot was
under the rubble, in fact, there were two floors of
the building under the rubble, this mission was
dangerous for us too. However, in an hour until
the tools arrived, we were able to save the three
people. If we hadn’t, the rubble would have gradu-
ally reached the bottom with the volume of people
who were on the rubble and they would have lost
their lives”

Momeni continued: “One of the colleagues, who
is of small stature, went inside first, then | went.
We ensured safety there, connected the oxygen
machine, after that we were able to get the three
people, two men and a woman, out of there alive.
It was a very sensitive moment, the woman was
further away and when we reached the bottom
of the tunnel, through the sound of her screams,
we were able to find her and save her” This sto-
ry presents a vivid picture of the operation scene,
the dangers and of course the sweetness of the
rescue.

Momeni pointed to one of the sweetest mo-
ments of his mission: “The same lady, who was
under the rubble when she was rescued, told us
that she thought she would never get out of the
rubble. She said, “I thought to myself, “My eyes will
never see the light again. But when | heard your
voice in the darkness, it was a miracle”” These
words are an indescribable motivation for Momeni
and her colleagues to continue their job: “These
very issues motivate us to move forward and work
in these critical conditions.”

Momeni pointed to the roots of his love for relief

work: “I have been in the Red Crescent since | was
12 years old. Thanks to Dr. Pirhossein Kolivand, |
became a member. | have a degree in self-sacri-
fice and have served in various crises.” He pointed
out that this particular incident was very rare and
stressful: “But this incident is really stressful and
we have actually put our lives in the palm of our
hands.” He pointed to the Red Crescent training
that has taught them to be with people and save
them. But at the same time, he also emphasized
his own fear: “| myself was a little afraid, espe-
cially when we rescued the three people who were
under the rubble, but | have entrusted myself to
God”

One of the most impressive points in Momeni’s
speech is his concern for his family: “Thanks to
God and my mother’s prayers, | have not suffered
in these dangerous missions to this day. My family
still does not know how much risk | am in, and | tell
them in a way that they do not realize the depth
of the disaster because the worry and stress of
our family affects our work. The same resentment
and worry also upset us, so | do not tell my family
anything about the details of my missions.” This
sentence shows the height of selflessness and
dedication of the rescuers, who even hide their
personal concerns in order to carry out their du-
ties.

Momeni also referred to the painful incident of
the explosion and the martyrdom of the rescu-
ers: ‘| was also present at the explosion and the
martyrdom of our rescuers. They went to provide
relief and did not expect another explosion to oc-
cur. They were the first team to arrive at the scene.
We pulled out six martyrs alongside the IRIB. They
were near the IRIB building.” These sacrifices show
the extent to which the rescuers put their lives in
the palm of their hands.

Referring to the difficult conditions of the op-
eration, he said: “When this incident occurred,
they told us to send forces who were not afraid
because drones were circling above us. We were
carrying out the mission inside these events. The
conditions were difficult. We saw missiles passing
by. We also turned off the lights at night so that it
would not be dangerous.”

Finally, this dedicated rescuer mentioned the
psychological aspects of rescue work: “We have
seen very sad scenes in the past few days, but |
personally try to erase these scenes from my mind
so that | can continue. Seeing the bodies of the vic-
tims is really sad. Thinking about them destroys us
psychologically. That is why we do not talk about it
at all after each mission.”

He urged for the need for psychological support
for rescuers: “In the meantime, it would be much
better if a specialist and counselor were with IRCS
staff so that they would have the motivation to
continue the mission. In the past few days, | have
seen rescuers walk in their sleep, talk in their
sleep, feel bad and upset.”

Despite all the hardships, Momeni and his team,
with an exemplary spirit, encourage each other to
be ready to serve the people. He proudly said “IRCS
shines in these scenes in the truest sense””

Perhaps the words of Reza Kianian, a film and
TV actor who wrote to express his gratitude to the
rescuers: “Heroes are not like Superman, some-
times they are like IRCS rescue workers who did
not go home for several days..” speak well of the
bravery, sacrifice and dedication of these heroes
of Iran.

Experts’ commentary reveals strategic miscalculations
in U.S. strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites

VE.

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - In the wake of the
United States’ recent bombard-
ment of Iran’s Fordow, Natanz,
and Isfahan nuclear facilities,
described by President Donald
Trump as a “spectacular military
success,” a closer look at expert
commentary from the Atlantic
Council, a prominent American
think tank, depicts a far more
complex and contradictory pic-
ture.

Far from displaying strength,
the remarks by these U.S. insiders
reveal deep anxieties, strategic
uncertainty, and an implicit ac-
knowledgment of Iran’s enduring
resilience in the face of sustained
aggression by the Zionist regime
of Israel and more lately by its
biggest ally, the U.S.

Good to consider that the At-
lantic Council, which was founded
in 1961 and known for its advoca-
cy of transatlantic policy, plays a
key role in shaping Western stra-
tegic narratives.

Iran still holds the initiative

Jonathan Panikoff, director
of the Atlantic Council's Scow-
croft Middle East Security Initia-
tive, warned that “it’'s now Iran’s
move” and outlined two response
paths: limited retaliation or
broader escalation. Crucially, he
acknowledged that Iran’s military
capabilities are “degraded but far
from extinguished,” undermining
Washington’s narrative of a total
victory.

Panikoff’s concern that Tehran
might strike back to avoid ap-
pearing weak only reaffirms what
Iranian leaders have long main-
tained: their posture is defensive
and rooted in national dignity.

His warning that the crisis
“could lead to a regional war” re-
veals Western fears of unintend-
ed consequences stemming from
overreach.

Declaring victory while ac-
knowledging insecurity

Matthew Kroenig, vice pres-
ident of the Atlantic Council’s
Scowcroft Center, hailed the at-
tack as potentially “the biggest
US. foreign policy accomplish-
ment since the Cold War” Yet, in
the same breath, he conceded
that previous administrations
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failed to resolve the standoff
diplomatically and that “only the
United States had the ability to
destroy” Iran’s hardened facili-
ties. His remarks suggest not a
triumphant end, but a capitu-
lation to force after decades of
failed negotiations.

Kroenig also claimed Iran has
“few good retaliatory options,”
an assertion that ignores Iran’s
asymmetric capabilities and stra-
tegic partnerships across the
region. His remarks reflect the
West’s ongoing struggle to rec-
oncile its military dominance with
Iran’s capacity to endure, adapt,
and push back.

Pressuring Iran into conces-
sion

Daniel B. Shapiro, former U.S.
Ambassador to Israel, understood
the strikes as a chance to force
Iran into a new round of diplo-
macy — but only after imposing
surrender-like conditions: halting
support for allies, giving up mis-
sile programs, and permanently
ending nuclear development.

Shapiro’s logic assumes Iran
will admit defeat after being
struck, but history shows that
Iran thrives under pressure and
rarely bends to arrogant powers.

By admitting that Iran may re-
sist appearing weak, Shapiro ex-
poses the flaw in Washington's
bullying model: pressure may
inflame defiance, not compliance.

Market stability, not moral
justification

Landon Derentz, head of the
Atlantic Council's Global Energy
Center, framed the strikes as a
symbol of America’s “geopolitical
foresight” and praised their lack

of disruption to energy markets.

This technocratic view priori-
tizes oil flow over international
law or human cost, confirming
what many in the Global South
believe: U.S. policy in the region is
guided more by economics than
ethics.

Derentz’s praise for “calibrated
response” offers little comfort to
Iranians whose sovereignty has
been trampled by foreign jets. The
fact that market stability remains
unshaken only emphasizes how
insulated Western interests are
from the consequences they im-
pose on others.

Iran’s identity and resolve in-
tact

Alan Pino, a former CIA officer
and now senior fellow at the At-
lantic Council, acknowledged that
Iran’s commitment to its nuclear
identity is firm. He stated that
Tehran has “staked a good part
of its identity” on maintaining its
nuclear enterprise and is unlikely
to abandon it under threat.

His warning that Trump’s
strikes send a message to Russia
and China only affirms Iran’s geo-
political importance.

No clarity on mission success

Tressa Guenov, the security of
the Atlantic Council, admitted
that it will take time and intelli-
gence to know whether the U.S.
actually succeeded.

She warned that Iran might use
cyber or proxy warfare in response.
Her statements reveal a basic
truth: this so-called “decapitation”
may be more symbolic than real.
Without verifiable proof, the US.
narrative rests on political theater,
not strategic finality.

Attack may expand conflict

Danny Citrinowicz of the Atlan-
tic Council’s Iran Strategy Project
working group, directly admitted
that the strike might expand the
war rather than end it. He noted
that Israel hopes the US. will go
further but warned that if Wash-
ington pulls back and Iran stands
firm, the result could be a long
war of attrition.

His analysis confirms what Ira-
nian officials have long argued:
that these military actions are not
about disarmament, but about
destabilization. Iran, with decades
of experience facing similar pres-
sure, is unlikely to submit.

Using Iran to pivot against
Russia

John E. Herbst, former US.
ambassador to Ukraine, made
the most revealing admission,
that the Iran strike strengthens
Trump’s hand against Russia.

This linkage lays bare the
broader American strategy: using
Iran not as an end but as a means
in a global contest. Iran, in this
view, is merely a tool in the US’s
superpower rivalry, underscoring
the absence of genuine concern
for peace or stability in the region.

Afinal word

While the Atlantic Council’s ex-
perts attempted to justify and
celebrate the U.S. attack on Iran’s
nuclear facilities, their fragment-
ed and often contradictory as-
sessments reveal a deeper truth:
the operation was less a strategic
victory and more a reflection of
American impatience, confusion,
and declining influence.

ON the other hand, Iranian of-
ficials have demonstrated that
the Islamic Republic stands firm
in its sovereign right to pursue
peaceful nuclear technology and
defend its people from foreign
aggression.

Over that past ten days and de-
spite immense military pressure,
Iran’s position as a regional pow-
er and global actor has remained
undamaged, and its people, once
again, have shown resilience in
the face of adversity engineered
not from regional concerns but
from distant capitals driven by
ambition and miscalculation.

CAIR condemns U.S. attack on Iran as ‘illegal and unjustified act of war’

TEHRAN - The Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations (CAIR), the largest Muslim civil
rights and advocacy organization in the Unit-
ed States, has strongly condemned the recent
U.S. military strike on Iran, labeling it an “ille-
gal and unjustified act of war” that prioritiz-
es the interests of Israel's government over
those of the American people.

In a statement issued by CAIR National Ex-
ecutive Director Nihad Awad, the organization
criticized the Biden administration for follow-
ing what it described as a “dangerous path”
that echoes past U.S. wars in the Middle East.
The group alleged that the attack, influenced
by pressure from Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's government, ignores U.S.
intelligence assessments that Iran is not cur-
rently pursuing nuclear weapons.

CAIR warned that this escalation could drag
the United States into a broader and avoidable

conflict in the region. Drawing comparisons
to the 2003 invasion of Iraq, the organization
said the current military action is similarly
based on misleading information and driven
by external lobbying rather than national in-
terest.

The civil rights group also accused the Is-
raeli government of attempting to expand
its influence in the region through aggressive
military strategies, and urged the U.S. govern-
ment to disengage from what it called a cam-
paign of “death, starvation, ethnic cleansing,
and destruction”

CAIR then repeated its call for an end to
American military support for Israel, particu-
larly in light of recent unilateral strikes carried
out by Israel against Iranian targets. The orga-
nization has previously urged the U.S. to halt
weapons transfers to the Netanyahu govern-
ment and warned that Israel’s push for a “zero

enrichment” demand in nuclear negotiations
was a calculated move to derail diplomacy and
provoke war.

Early on Sunday, the U.S. struck three nu-
clear sites in Iran, inserting itself into Israel’s
effort to decapitating the nuclear program of
the Islamic Republic in a risky scheme that
could spark a wider regional conflict.

Story of empathy: Iranian people open their homes and hearts

TEHRAN--In the days when
the sound of explosions caused
by the Zionist regime’s aggres-
sion has been heard in some
cities of Iran, not only the soil
of Iran but also the hearts of
[ranians have united, so that
alongside the hardship and pain
of the Zionist regime’s blatant
aggression against Iranian soil,
national solidarity, with all its
human manifestations, can once
again emerge from the streets
and homes.

According to IRNA, the sto-
ry of these days is a narrative
of the people, of the arms that
were opened without hesitation
and the tables that were spread
sincerely. A narrative of the

connection of Iran’s north with
the south and the east with the
west. The unity of the people
with various dialects that has
become a single voice through-
out history following every ag-
gression. Everyone knows that
the conditions are not normal.
But they have decided to show
the most normal behavior in
the most unusual situations.
It is as if Iranian society had
suddenly become a living and
united body. The shopkeep-
er, the doctor, the teacher, the
student, the housewife, all have
found their role and no one is a
spectator.

In a situation where the ene-
my was looking for division and

fear, people moved the front
line from the military front to
the field of humanity with their
behavior. Not with slogans, but
with actions. With shared bread,
open doors of homes, and hearts
filled with love, hope, and empa-
thy that stood together without
borders.

From the first days of the ag-
gression, in the northern regions
of Iran, especially in Gilan and
Mazandaran provinces, garden-
ers and farmers acted quickly.

An old man in avillage in Babol
County said, “Today, my house
is the home of all the people of
Iran, and it is not just mine.”

In Mazandaran, according to
the official reports, about 20 ec-

otourism resorts were prepared
to accommodate compatriots
without any expectations. The
owners of these accommoda-
tion centers said, “We always
had tourists, now we have com-
patriots in need, and as long as
we live, the door of the house is
open.”

Moreover, in the green villages
of Mazandaran and Gilan, rural
houses with large courtyards
were turned into emergen-
cy shelters. Families who saw
stranded travelers or displaced
people in sensitive areas did not
hesitate. They handed over the
keys of their homes to strangers
who were familiar to them later.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



India, Iraq, Pakistan, South Africa: people
condemn Israeli aggression on Iran

| | | l’--W‘-l\lf HEI

TEHRAN - People from all walks
of life launched rallies and protests
in India, Pakistan, Irag, and South Af-
rica, expressing solidarity with Iran,
and denouncing Israel’s assault.

The Zionist regime launched
an unprovoked act of aggression
against Iran last Friday killing at
least 400 people, including dozens
of women and children, with1,800
people being injured.

On Saturday, hundreds of Iragis in
Babil and Kirkuk rallied in support of
Tehran, responding to a statement
by Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani con-
demning Israeli strikes and warning
of regional chaos if Iran’s leadership
is targeted.

Speaking with Shafag News, pro-
testers in Babil strongly condemned
Israel's continued attacks on Iran,
affirming the unity of the Islamic
position in “confronting injustice and
arrogance.”

“These demonstrations are a re-
jection of the Israeli strikes on Iran,
and we stand with our neighbor in
this war,” confirming that solidarity
among Islamic nations is “the stron-
gest weapon in the face of aggres-
sion.”

Earlier Saturday, supporters of
the Popular Mobilization Forces
(PMF) staged a demonstration in
Baghdad’s al-Kadhimiya district to
declare their backing for Iran.

The event followed nationwide
rallies on Friday organized by the Pa-
triotic Shiite Movement (the Sadrist)
in response to a call from its leader,
Mugtada al-Sadr, to protest Israel’'s
military campaign.

After Friday prayers, a large ral-
ly led by the imam of the Shia Jama
Masjid, Maulana Mohsen Takrir at
Delhi’'s Kashmiri Gate demonstrated
a powerful expression of solidarity
by Indian Muslims with the people
of Iran following Israel’s recent air-
strikes on Iranian targets.

The demonstration took place
amid Iran and Israel's escalation
in the second week after Israel at-
tacked Iran last Friday.

Hundreds of protestors demon-
strated a powerful display of sol-
idarity and support for Iran’s Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei holding his pictures that
read, “We stand with Iran.” Slogans
were raised in support of Khamenei
who has been receiving continuous
threats from Israel.

The participants expressed their
intolerance towards such threats.

The demonstrators held placards
high, denouncing Israel’s attack on
[ran which it claims are aimed to stop
[ran’s nuclear program.

Many carried banners and shout-
ed slogans against Israel and the
United States, accusing them of de-
stabilizing peace in the region.

One participant, Ahmed Khan,
said, “The United States and Israel
have shown no respect for Muslim
lives. We cannot remain silent while
innocent people suffer”

Speaking at the protest, Maula-
na Takrir said, “These attacks are
not just against Iran but against all
Muslims. We are here to show that
we are united against injustice and
oppression.”

“Our faith teaches us to stand
against oppression. Today, we send a
clear message that the Muslim world
and its supporters will not tolerate
the killing and threats against Aya-
tollah Khamenei and the people of
Iran,” said Maulana Takrir.

The crowd also expressed anger
at the role played by the US. in the
conflict and asserted that Muslims
will not tolerate when innocents are
suffering.

The protest comes in the wake of
similar protests happening across
different countries against Israel’s
genocide on Gaza and attacks on its
neighbouring countries including
Lebanon and Yemen.

No chaos or violence was reported
during or after the protest. Local po-
lice maintained that the protest was
a peaceful one where Muslims urged
everyone globally to condemn the
war crimes of Israel.

The protest also brought atten-
tion to the broader issue of the plight
of Muslims worldwide, urging the In-
dian government and international
community to take a stand against

tions from unwarranted attacks.

In Lahore, Pakistan, a significant
number of citizens gathered to raise
their voices against the Zionist re-
gime after Friday prayers.

Chants condemning both the Unit-
ed States and Israel echoed through
the protest.

Speakers at the rally, including
former central president of 1SO Pa-
kistan Azhar Imran Tahir and Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen (MWM) Pun-
jab leader Allama Zaheer Karbalai,
addressed the crowd. They empha-
sized that martyrdom is a source of
pride and honor for the Muslim Um-
mah, and the sacrifices made in the
Israeli attack will only strengthen
the Islamic Revolution.

They further stated that this as-
sault marks the beginning of the end
for the illegitimate Israeli regime.
“This was not an attack on Iran,” one
speaker said, “It was Israel attacking
its own survival” The time has come,
they declared, to wipe this unlawful
regime off the face of the earth.

Warning of regional implications,
the speakers said that Pakistan
could be next. They urged Pakistan’s
leadership to stand firmly with Iran,
stressing that failing to do so could
bring immediate danger to Pakistan
itself.

Despite extreme heat, the protest
saw enthusiastic participation, with
demonstrators voicing strong con-
demnation of Israeli crimes and ex-
pressing unwavering solidarity with
Iran.

On Saturday, hundreds of South
Africans from all walks of life—in-
cluding Black and white citizens,
Muslims and Christians, men and
women, children and the elderly,
as well as members of the Iranian
community—gathered outside the
U.S. Consulate in Sandton, Johannes-
burg, to express their outrage and
condemnation over recent Israeli
regime’s illegal attacks in Iran and

Palestine.

Holding up images of Ayatollah
Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, martyred commanders,
scientists, resistance figures, and
the Iranian flag, demonstrators de-
nounced Zionist aggression against
Iranian territory and the killing of
civilians—particularly women and
children and other innocent people.

Speakers addressed the crowd
with powerful and resonant mes-
sages, stating: “The Zionist regime
has committed the same atrocities in
Iran that it previously carried out in
Gaza—assassinating military com-
manders, scientists, and professors;
bombing residential neighborhoods;
slaughtering defenseless civilians;
and even targeting hospitals, news
agencies, and journalists. These are
the inhumane tactics of this regime.”

One speaker emphasized: “In
Gaza, Israel deliberately bombed
more than a dozen hospitals. Today,
we witness similar scenes unfolding
in Iran. The United States not only
fails to prevent these atrocities but
actively supports them. This is no
longer just an attack on a nation—it
is an attack on humanity.”

Another speaker declared: “We are
gathered here to affirm that crimes
against innocent people must not
go unanswered—whether in Tehran,
Gaza, or anywhere else. We stand in
solidarity with the people of Iran and
Palestine and demand an immediate
end to Israel’s aggression and that of
its allies.”

The protest featured chants such
as “Iran is not alone,” “Israel = State
Terrorism,” and “America, Partner in
Crime,” echoing the voices of a global
conscience rising from the heart of
South Africa.

Therally concluded with the burn-
ing of the Israeli flag and the reading
of a final statement condemning the
war crimes committed by the Zionist
regime.

Israel’s war against Iran, a war on scientific progress: expert

TEHRAN -The war imposed by the Zionist re-
gime is not merely a military attack, it is a war
against Iran’s scientific progress, as well as aca-
demic and intellectual community, according to
the head of the Institute for Cultural, Social, and
Civilization Studies affiliated with the Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology.

Denouncing Israeli aggressions, Saeed Ghia-
si-Nodooshan said the Zionist regime is well aware
and scared of the Iranian scientific advancements.
That's why it targeted nuclear scientists, and bru-
tally martyred them, Mehr news agency reported.

The assassinated scientists were working in the
medical sector rather than military industries. The
assassination of scientists who were in research,
not military, centers, is by no means justified. It
highlights the regime’s intolerance of their scien-
tific achievements and findings, he added.

“Definitely, their loss is a big blow to the coun-
try. However, these scientists have trained individ-
uals who will keep on their path. The international
community should be sure that the assassination
of our scientists will not stop the scientific flow in
the country, but will turn into a passion and moti-
vation for the elite, and academics to preserve the
country’s scientific sovereignty.

Following the assassination of Iranian nuclear
scientists during the Israeli attacks, the deputy
science minister elaborated on major activities of
the scientists, highlighting that they worked to-

ward scientific and sustainable development, as
well as peaceful technologies.

The assassinated scientists took great strides
in promoting the country’s progress, scientific in-
dependence, enhancing sustainable development,
and human security, IRNA quoted Peyman Salehi
as saying.

Underscoring that the assassination of scien-
tists is the same as the destruc-

functional materials. Their researches primar-
ily focused on improving human lives, as well as
addressing general issues of the country and the
world, Salehi said.

The frequent words in their writings, such as
reactor safety, tomography, gamma-ray imaging,
nanomaterials, radiation shielding, diagnostic
systems, environmental applications, indicate the
use of science for peaceful pur-

tion of future, the official stressed

poses, he further noted.

that nuclear scientists were The Zionist The official went on to say that
e e Well oSy e

X . oo articles were produced through
ed early Friday morning without aware and international partnerships, which

warning, targeting civilians, sci-
entists, military commanders, and
rescuers.

According to the report, from
1996 to 2025, the martyred scien-
tists of Shahid Beheshti University

scared of the
Iranian scientific
advancements.

further highlights their clarity and
high trust in their works. They em-
ployed science to boost scientific

have published 555 articles in in-
ternationally recognized, reputable, and high-im-
pact scientific journals.

Amir-Hossein Feghi, Mohammad-Mehdi Teh-
ranchi, Ahmad-Reza Zolfagari, Abdolhamid Mi-
nouchehr, and Fereydoun Abbasi, have published
160, 119,127,123, and 113 articles, respectively.

Their articles are mainly centered around ra-
diation safety, industrial imaging, nanotechnol-
ogy, peaceful energy, environment, and modern

interactions, foster progress and
global health.

Iran’s nuclear program is
peaceful

Iran has consistently insisted that its nuclear
program is peaceful and compliant with Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) regulations.
Iranian officials, including the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, have repeatedly declared that pro-
ducing or acquiring nuclear weapons has no place
in the country’s defense doctrine.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Belgian politician slams The EU for not
condemning Israel attacking Iran

TEHRAN - Marc Botenga, a Belgian member of
the European Parliament, has called out the EU for
not responding to Israel’s attacks on Iran.

During a plenary session on Tuesday, June 17,
Botenga insisted that the European Parliament
hold a vote to formally condemn Israel’s “illegal
and criminal attack” on Iran, saying that attacking
another country is a violation of international law
even though “Israel is in the habit of doing it

Israel had launched a large-scale, unprovoked
attack on Iran’s nuclear and military facilities on
Friday, June 13, and since then, the two countries
have been exchanging attacks, with dozens killed
on both sides.

Botenga then criticized European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen for defending Is-
rael’s right to self-defense, saying that Israel was
the first to initiate attacks against Iran.

“They’re the ones attacking. They're the ones
having the nukes. They're the ones threatening,’
he said.

Botenga also pointed out that Israel’s targeting
of civilians, including children, and deliberately
striking near nuclear facilities, is creating a risk of
nuclear catastrophe with mass civilian casualties,
calling for the EU to be consistent in its defense of
international law and human rights.

He added that failing to condemn Israel’s ac-
tions would undermine the EU’s credibility and
contribute in violating of international law.

The council put to a vote a resolution condemn-
ing Israel’s attack, but the vote was ultimately re-
jected by the Parliament.

Botenga has consistently used his platform to
call out the double standards in the EU’s foreign
policy and has been a vocal advocate for Palestin-
ian rights since Israel began its genocide in Gaza.

“We cannot just not condemn this and keep on
supporting criminal actions that are against inter-
national law and against human rights,” he said at
the end of his speech.

DOE slams Israeli attacks as ‘deliberate
creation of environmental crises’

TEHRAN - The Department of Environment has
strongly condemned the recent attacks by the
Zionist regime on fossil fuel storage facilities as
deliberate creation of environmental crises and
a clear violation of international principles and
commitments to environmental protection.

The attacks on fossil fuel storage facilities and
other destructive explosive actions have caused
widespread pollution and environmental degra-
dation, the DOE said in a statement.

These irresponsible actions, in addition to di-
rectly threatening public health and regional
ecosystems, have led to the release of toxic sub-
stances and pollutants that will have long-term
impacts on air quality, water resources, and nat-
ural habitats.

The deliberate creation of environmental crises
is a clear violation of international principles and
commitments to environmental protection.

The attack on energy infrastructure and the re-
lease of toxic pollutants pose a serious threat to
regional biosecurity.

These acts of destruction occur at a time when
countries in the region are striving to adhere to
global treaties, including United Nations environ-
mental agreements and conventions related to
pollution control.

The Department of Environment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran calls on the United Nations, the
United Nations Environment Programme, the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature, and
other regional and global environmental organi-
zations to pay special attention to this environ-
mental crisis and take necessary actions to stop
the destruction and prevent the continuation of
such environmental disasters.

At a time when climate change and environ-
mental crises are common challenges facing hu-
manity in this century, deliberate environmental
destruction and the spread of pollution resulting
from military attacks must be met with a serious
response from the global community.

We call for a clear condemnation of these ac-
tions by international organizations, legal fol-
low-up in international forums, and pressure on
those responsible for this destruction to prevent
the continued devastation of the region’s ecosys-
tem.

The Department of Environment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as the responsible body for envi-
ronmental protection in the country, is committed
to cooperating with global organizations to ad-
dress these threats and announces its readiness
to provide documentation and scientific evidence
in this regard.

Major oil fires — whether at refineries or stor-
age sites — generate a wide range of pollutants,
including particulate matter, NOx, nitrous acid,
carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, VOCs such as
formaldehyde, and potentially dioxins, furans, hy-
drocarbons and PAHs.

These impact air quality and downwind fallout
from plumes can pollute soils and waters. Fires
and damage to gas infrastructure can generate
€02 and lead to methane releases, which is a more
potent greenhouse gas than CO2 but shorter-lived
in the atmosphere.

In March, Qatar’s Prime Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani issued a stark
plea to the United States and Israel to abandon
threats of military action against Iran’s nuclear
facilities, describing such escalation as a direct
threat to regional survival.

In an interview with American Journalist Tuck-
er Carlson, the Qatari leader warned that strikes
would trigger “a war spreading across the region”
and unleash an “environmental catastrophe” en-
dangering millions.

“If Washington signs off on an attack on Iran’s
nuclear sites, expect retaliation,” the PM declared,
emphasizing that military action would destabilize
US. strategic interests in West Asia.

Beyond geopolitics, the PM underscored the
ecological apocalypse such an attack could un-
leash.

Contamination from struck nuclear sites, such
as the Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant would cripple
desalination infrastructure, leaving arid Persian
Gulf states without drinkable water.

“It's not just Qatar—Kuwait, the UAE, all of us
face this risk,” he said, adding that environmental
security is a unifying regional priority.

“Without clean water, Qatar would run dry in
three days. This isn't hypothetical—it's existen-
tial” he said.
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Netherlands exports non-oil products worth
$215m to Iran in 2 months

TEHRAN- The Netherlands exported non-oil
products worth $215 million to Iran during the
first two months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-May 21), the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (IRICA) announced.

Foroud Asgari said that the Netherlands was
Iran’s sixth source of non-oil imports during the
two-month period.

According to the official, the country’s non-oil
imports reached 5.9 million tons worth $8.47 bil-
lion in the said two months.

While the import volume rose by 116 percent,
the value dropped by 7.8 percent year-on-year.

The average value of imported goods stood at
$1,431 per ton, down nine percent from the previ-
ous year.

Top imports included unrefined gold ($860 mil-
lion), corn feed (5657 million), rice (5289 million),
sunflower seed oil (5215 million), and soybeans
(5211 million).

Iran’s main import partners were the UAE (52.6
billion), China (2.2 billion), Turkey (51.37 billion),
Germany (5308 million), India (5291 million), the
Netherlands (5215 million), and Switzerland (190
million).

Asgari, who also serves as deputy economy
minister, further announced that Iran exported
24.6 million tons of non-oil goods worth $8.24 bil-
lion in the first two months of the current Iranian
calendar year.

He said the volume of non-oil exports rose by 4.4
percent year-on-year, although the total value saw a
marginal decline of 0.1 percent.

The average customs value of each exported
ton fell by 4.3 percent to $335.

China remained Iran’s top export destination,
receiving $2.43 billion worth of goods, followed by
Iraq ($1.5 billion), the United Arab Emirates ($1.09
billion), Turkey (5673 million), Afghanistan (5374
million), Pakistan ($322 million), and Oman (5305
million).

Asgari said that among the major non-oil ex-
ports in the mentioned two-month period were
liquefied propane (5643 million), natural gas
(5455 million), liquefied butane (5452 million),
petroleum bitumen (5419 million), and methanol
(5388 million). Petrochemical products accounted

for 5.7 million tons valued at $2.22 billion, reflect-
ing a four percent increase in volume and a three
percent rise in value compared to the same period
last year, he added.

During a meeting between the head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agri-
culture (ICCIMA) and the German ambassador to
Iran, in early June, the two sides explored the ways
for the expansion of trade relations between the
two countries.

As reported by the Public Relations Department
of the ICCIMA, in the meeting at the place of the
chamber, ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanzadeh re-
ferred to Germany’s prominent position in the
field of industry, and emphasized the readiness of
conditions for the presence of foreign investors in
Iran.

While expressing his satisfaction with the Ger-
man ambassador’s positive views on strength-
ening relations between the two countries, the
ICCIMA head said: “Iran’s economic capacities are a
good basis for developing Iran-Germany relations.

Also, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance
has defined the necessary framework for attracting
foreign investment and considering various neces-
sary guarantees; therefore, we are well prepared to
attract foreign capital”

The German ambassador for his part said: “We
are happy that economic relations between Iran
and Germany, despite all the ups and downs, are
still in place, and Germany is still Iran’s largest
economic partner among European countries.”

Stating that sanctions are undoubtedly an ob-
stacle to trade, he said: “We are optimistic that
the talks between Iran and the United States will
reach a good result as soon as possible and that
the result of these talks will be the lifting of sanc-
tions.”

The German ambassador to Tehran further
acknowledged: “There are significant economic
capacities in Iran in the fields of mining, industry,
and agriculture, and Iran is known among the 10
largest countries in the world in terms of the exis-
tence of various capacities and resources.

In addition to natural resources, the level of
knowledge and intelligence of the Iranian people
is also very high.”

Your Treasuries Pay for the Bombs — Get Out

While You Can

From Page 1 » Saudi Arabia, with holdings
between $126 and $130 billion, remains one of the
largest foreign financiers of U.S. debt. Its Public
Investment Fund (PIF) has deep ties to the Pen-
tagon and has long supported U.S. military opera-
tions in the region, including those targeting Iran-
backed groups like Hezbollah and the Houthis. The
Kingdom’s central bank continues to treat U.S.
Treasuries as a cornerstone of its reserve strate-
gy—only now it may find itself in the crosshairs of
retaliatory strikes.

Kuwait has also increased its exposure, with
its central bank holding around $49 billion in U.S.
Treasuries, up from nearly $40 billion in late 2023.
Qatar’s Investment Authority (QIA) and Bahrain’s
Investcorp maintain strategic positions in US.
government securities, though their exact alloca-
tions remain less transparent. These investments,
while made in pursuit of yield and dollar stability,
now support a war that could bring devastation to
their own shores.

Even private financial institutions —including
Dubai International Capital, Ahli United Bank (Bah-
rain), Al Rajhi Bank (Saudi Arabia), and Bank ABC
(Bahrain) —are allocating capital to U.S. Treasur-
ies as part of liquidity and risk management strat-
egies. Meanwhile, investment arms like Investcorp
include Treasuries in their fixed-income portfolios,
balancing yield with safety—while unknowingly
backing the American airstrikes.

Innovation, too, is playing a role. In 2024, Abu
Dhabi-based fintech firm Realize launched a
blockchain-powered Treasury-bill fund, offering
digital access to US. government debt. Backed
by major players like BlackRock and State Street
ETFs, the initiative signals a new era of Gulf par-
ticipation in U.S. finance—one that is now directly
underwriting war.

What should be clear is this: You are financing
the war you say you want no part of.

If you are an investor from the West Asia, Asia,
or anywhere else in the world, ask yourself: Are
you prepared to pay the price for funding Ameri-
ca’s war on lran?

Here are some key entities and individuals who
should take immediate action:

- Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) - One

of the world’s largest sovereign wealth funds,
ADIA has been a consistent buyer of USS. Treasur-
ies. Its continued exposure makes it a high-value
target in any escalation.

- Mubadala Investment Company - As a key
player in UAE state finance, Mubadala’s involve-
ment in US. debt means it is complicit in the cur-
rent war effort.

- Saudi Public Investment Fund (PIF) - Deeply
embedded in US. defense contracts and geopo-
litical strategy, PIF must reassess its reliance on
American bonds before it becomes a liability.

- Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) - Despite its
diplomatic neutrality, QIA’'s U.S. Treasury holdings
tie it to the war machine.

- Realize (Abu Dhabi Fintech) - As a pioneer in
tokenized U.S. debt, Realize is helping democratize
access to a war-finance system that could back-
fire in the event of conflict.

- BlackRock & State Street - These Western fi-
nancial giants are enabling Persian Gulf investors
to access U.S. Treasuries more easily than ever be-
fore—effectively turning them into co-financiers
of war.

Iran has made no secret of its ability to respond.
Its missile capabilities, cyber warfare units, and
regional friends are ready to act. Iran could—and
likely will—target the economic lifelines and stra-
tegic assets of those who enabled the war.

To the companies that invest in US treasury
bonds: You may think you were investing for sta-
bility, yield, or geopolitical alignment. But what
you've actually done is finance an enemy of your
own region. And now, as the war rages, you are
among the first to pay the price.

The time for reflection is over. The time for ac-
tion is now.

If you haven't already, pull out of U.S. Treasury
markets immediately. Freeze exposure to U.S. gov-
ernment securities. Redirect capital toward safe,
non-militarized investments. Your survival depends
on it. What you thought was a “safe haven” might
just be a could be a one-way ticket to disaster.

Because if you stay in, you won't just be funding

the war—you'll be paying for your own destruc-
tion. Pull out now. Before it's too late.

Urban development minister orders expediting
reconstruction of damaged residential units

TEHRAN- Iran’s transport and
urban development minister or-
dered expediting the reconstruc-
tion of the residential units dam-
aged in the current war.

While visiting residential units
damaged by the Zionist regime’s
aggression in Tehran, Farzaneh
Sadegh announced efforts to
expedite the operation of recon-
structing these units, saying: “We
will support the reconstruction of
these units quickly”

According to a report by the
Ministry of Transport and Ur-
ban Development on Sunday, the
minister visited areas damaged
in the Israeli war in the capital,
including the residential homes
of the country’s nuclear scientists
destroyed in the Zionist regime’s
attacks.

During this visit, in order to im-
plement the president’s order on
the necessity of reconstructing
the damaged areas, facilitation
for assessing the extent of the
damage and facilitation in the re-
construction of these units were
discussed.

The minister also referred to

the start of recording damage
to buildings damaged in the war,
on Saturday, and announced the
government’s maximum support
for the reconstruction and reno-
vation of residential houses.

Sadegh said: “In coordination
with the Governor-General of
Tehran and the Disaster Man-
agement Headquarters, our col-
leagues at the Construction En-
gineering Organization and the
Housing Foundation have begun

field visits to identify and record
the extent of damage to damaged
buildings”

She said: “The government will
provide maximum support in the
renovation and reconstruction of
residential homes.”

The minister stated: “There
is no need for people to come in
person and we have no restric-
tions on sending field teams.”

“We will soon have a special ex-
ecutive order for compensation

for damages”, the official added.

Further in her remarks, the
transport minister mentioned the
issue of purchasing tickets and
said: “We advise people to buy
tickets from the official websites
of transportation companies and
not from unofficial websites”

She said: “In the first hours of
the Zionist regime’s brutal attack
on the country, we formed a crisis
management headquarters and
measures were taken in the field
of transportation by increasing
the road and rail fleet, especial-
ly for the transport of essential
goods.”

Expressing her gratitude for
the patience and support of the
people, she emphasized: “With
the increase in the number of
trains and the capacity of the bus
fleet, there is no need for people
to worry”

“We have increased the capac-
ity of the road fleet to popular
destinations such as Khuzestan,
Bandar Abbas, and Mashhad” Sa-
degh added.

Industry ministry vows full support for public, military

TEHRAN - Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade said on Saturday that the country’s
industrial and commercial sectors are fully
prepared to support both the public and mil-
itary during the current conflict, and stressed
the importance of maintaining normal pro-
duction flows across the country.

“Given the breadth of responsibilities and
the large portion of the population we must
serve, the ministry bears a heavy burden
during wartime,” Minister Seyed Mohammad
Atabak said.

“We are fully committed, along with indus-
try and trade sectors, to sustaining produc-
tion and providing essential supplies for both
citizens and the armed forces.”

Atabak expressed confidence that the Ira-
nian people, guided by faith, unity, and re-
silience, will impose a historic defeat on the

needs amid war

Israeli regime. “The Zionist occupiers have
shown the world that they are not just ene-
mies of the Iranian people, but enemies of hu-
manity,” he said.

He praised the Iranian public for their re-
sponse to the conflict, stating that “through
solidarity and unified leadership, our peo-
ple have strengthened their support for the
armed forces. We are confident that the Is-
lamic Republic will emerge victorious and at-
tain a more prominent global standing.”

Acknowledging the damage and disruption
caused by the conflict, Atabak said the country
draws on valuable experience from the eight-
year Iran-lraq War. “To confront these wicked
and malicious acts by the enemy, we must
fulfill our duties with self-sacrifice, ensuring
that the supply, production, and service chains
remain active so that daily life continues as
normally as possible,” he said.

He added that members of the ministry’s
deputy council, who serve as provincial coor-
dinators, are required to monitor local condi-
tions daily and address any arising issues.

During the meeting, deputy ministers and
heads of specialized agencies presented up-
dates and operational plans. Decisions were
made to improve coordination and resolve
challenges across the ministry’s sectors.

Iran’s water, power services continue uninterrupted amid

conflict: minister

TEHRAN - Iran’s Energy Minis-
ter Abbas Aliabadi said that the
country’s water and electricity
services continue without disrup-
tion despite ongoing attacks, and
praised utility workers for main-

taining operations even during
times of bombardment.

Speaking at a meeting with se-
nior officials from the Energy Min-
istry, Aliabadi condemned what
he described as the “aggression

of the usurping and bloodthirsty
Zionist regime,” which he said had
resulted in the deaths of several
I[ranian commanders, scientists,
and civilians.

Quoting Iran’s Leader, he add-
ed, “The Iranian nation will stand
firm in the face of this imposed
war and will not yield to the en-
emy.”

Aliabadi stressed that Iran has
not initiated any wars over the
past two centuries and reiterated
that the country’s use of nuclear
technology has been for peaceful
purposes only. “We have never
sought nuclear weapons, nor do
we intend to,” he said.

The minister emphasized that
utility services are essential and

cannot be suspended under any
circumstances. “Throughout the
recent attacks, employees and
experts in the water and power
sectors have remained at their
posts to ensure that these criti-
cal services are delivered without
disruption.”

Aliabadi said the administra-
tion is working around the clock
to manage the country and main-
tain normalcy. “Public services
continue to operate on a 24/7
basis without interruption,” he
noted.

He called on all water and
electricity companies and units
across the country to carry out
their duties as usual and ensure
that people’s needs are fully met.

Iran’s markets stable, businesses fully mobilized: ICCIMA head

TEHRAN - The head of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) said on Saturday that Iran’s domes-
tic market has been effectively managed
through cooperation between the public, pri-
vate sector, and the government, stressing
that businesses consider support for citizens
during this crisis a national duty.

“Throughout history, Iranians have always
overcome difficult times with unity and sol-
idarity,” said ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanza-
deh, according to Iran Chamber Online. “In
the face of today’s challenges, it is essential
for all citizens to stand together and support
national policies, which will strengthen the
country’s ability to confront the crimes com-
mitted by the Zionist regime.”

Hassanzadeh said the Iranian people have
consistently shown their resilience since the
1979 Revolution, and “now too, in response to
this unlawful aggression against the country,
they are acting in unison, driven by emotion,

belief, and national pride to help ensure the
nation emerges from this imposed crisis with
dignity”

He noted that the private sector, in coor-
dination with all production and distribution
units, has played a critical role in ensuring the
supply of essential goods.

“All factories are operating at full capacity
to meet domestic needs and ensure that no
shortages are felt by the population,” he said.

Referring to a joint statement issued by
Iran’s chambers of commerce, guilds, and
cooperatives, Hassanzadeh said the private
sector has been advised to stand with the
people and the nation during this sensitive
period.

Hassanzadeh emphasized that the private
sector is making every effort to meet the
demand for essential goods. “We are truly
pleased to see that there are no shortages in
stores or supermarkets across the country.”

He added that under current pressures, the
market is functioning properly and that “eco-
nomic enterprises and production units view
helping the public as a national obligation”

“All production units are doing their utmost
to meet the country’s needs,” he said, adding
that those active in manufacturing under-
stand and embrace their social responsibility.

“In this war imposed on us by the Zionist
regime, all producers are working to supply
essential goods across all sectors,” Hassan-
zadeh said.

He called on manufacturers and business
owners to cooperate fully with the public
and urged chambers of commerce across the
country to coordinate with officials to sup-
port the needs of production units.

Hassanzadeh also praised Iranian produc-
ers and industrialists for their humanitarian
and charitable efforts, expressing hope that
the Iranian people will overcome the current
crisis in good health.



Itis Israel, not Iran, that has secret
nuclear weapons program: analysis

TEHRAN - An Al Jazeera analyst
says it is not Iran but the Israeli
regime that has a secret nuclear
weapons program.

“The sole clandestine nucle-
ar weapons power in the Middle
East is not Iran but Israel, which
has refused to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and has never allowed UN safe-
guards on its facilities, Belén
Fernandez wrote.

The text of the analysis titled
“By bombing Iran, US continues to
make the world safe for war” is as
follows:

It seems like just on Satur-
day that United States President
Donald Trump was pushing a
“diplomatic resolution” to the Ira-
nian nuclear issue.

Now, the U.S. has joined Israel’s
illegal assaulton Iran, striking
three Iranian nuclear sites on the
early morning of Sunday (Middle
Eastern time) in what Trump has
boasted was a “very successful
attack”.

As CNN dramatically put it, “a
midsummer night in June 2025
could come to be remembered
as the moment the Middle East
changed forever; when the fear
of nuclear annihilation was lift-
ed from Israel; when Iran’s pow-
er was neutered and America’s
soared”.

Of course, a “fear of nuclear an-

nihilation” has nothing to do with
Israel's current strikes on Iran,
which have been dutifully por-
trayed in the U.S. media as target-
ing military and nuclear facilities
but have somehow managed to
slaughter hundreds of civilians.
The victims include 23-year-old
poet Parnia Abbasi, killed along
with her family as they slept in
their Tehran apartment building.

As is clear as day to anyone
not in the business of defending
Israeli depredations, the attacks
on Iran are simply a war of con-
venience for Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, who is
killing all sorts of birds with one
stone in his campaign against Ira-
nian nuclear facilities.

In addition to distracting the
world from Israel's ongoing
genocide in the Gaza Strip, where

Palestinians continue

starving
to be massacred on a daily basis
as they seek food and other aid,
Netanyahu has also managed
to divert attention from his own
embroilment in numerous cor-
ruption charges at home.

Trump’s initial insistence on
diplomacy with Iran naturally got
Netanyahu’s panties into a giant
bunch - but the situation has now
been rectified by the midsummer
night's bombing, which Trump
claims has “obliterated” Iran’s
nuclear sites.

To be sure, Iran has long occu-
pied U.S. crosshairs, with many an
establishment figure salivating
at the prospect of bombing the
country to smithereens. Some
have salivated more openly than
others, as in the case of John
Bolton - a former U.S. ambas-

sador to the United Nations and
briefly the national security ad-
viser in the first Trump adminis-
tration — who in 2015 took to the
opinion pages of The New York
Times with the following advice:
“To Stop Iran’s Bomb, Bomb Iran”

That the editors of the US.
newspaper of record did not bat
an eye in publishing such a bla-
tant call for the violation of in-
ternational law is indicative of
the extent to which Iran has been
thoroughly demonised in US.
society and media. Recall that in
2002, then-US. President George
W Bush appointed the nation to
his infamous “axis of evil” along
with Irag and North Korea.

Contrary to the US, Iran is
not the one currently funding a
straight-up genocide to the tune
of tens of billions of dollars.

Nor is Iran the one that has spent
the past several decades bombing
and otherwise antagonizing folks
in every corner of the world - from
backing right-wing state terrorin
Latin America to conducting mass
slaughter in Vietnam.

Furthermore, the sole clandes-
tine nuclear weapons power in
the Middle East is not Iran but Is-
rael, which has refused to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and has never allowed UN
safeguards on its facilities.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Best time for US to impose normalization between
Damascus and Tel Aviv

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — During a Security Council session
on Syria, U.S. Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Dorothy Shea called on the Syrian gov-
ernment to take a series of political and se-
curity steps, most notably initiating talks with
the Israeli entity.

The U.S. ambassador said that Washington
has begun a “new era” in its relations with
Syria, adding that “the United States is cur-
rently working to end the sanctions imposed
on Syria.”

Shea outlined a set of demands that Da-
mascus must adhere to in the next phase,
most notably entering into talks with “Isra-
el” to reach a “non-aggression agreement,’
followed by opening the border demarcation
file, presenting a clear plan regarding foreign

fighters present on Syrian territory, and tak-
ing immediate measures to ban and deport
armed Palestinian factions, which it described
as “terrorist groups.”

Why now?!

In light of the HTS-led regime’s silence, if
not complicity, Syrian airspace represents one

of the most prominent areas of the U.S.-led Is-
raeli aggression against Iran.

The ambassador’s call for Israeli-Syrian
normalization coincided with Tel Aviv's expan-
sion of home demolitions and land clearings
in large areas of the south of Syria it occupied
shortly after the fall of Bashar al-Assad’s re-
gime, along with the arrest of a number of
young men.

As part of its efforts to consolidate its oc-

cupation of the areas under its control, Is-
raeli bulldozers demolished approximately 15
homes, displacing their residents, and carried
out forest clearing operations, claiming that
they prevented occupation forces from clearly
monitoring the occupied Syrian region.

In parallel, the Israeli army is blocking the
main roads in Quneitra amid protests by resi-
dents who now live under de facto Israeli con-
trol.

The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations’
statements on Syria are a continuation of the
course the United States has taken toward
Syria, following the country’s neutralization
from the prolonged confrontation with the
Israeli enemy.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

UNICEF issues Gaza warning

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - The United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) has warned that kids in Gaza
risk dying from thirst after the region’s water
systems collapsed.

UNICEF says the breakdown of Gaza’s water
infrastructure is putting the Israeli-blockad-
ed Palestinian territory in danger of extreme
drought and worsening hunger.

UNICEF spokesperson James Elder told
journalists in Geneva that he has received
many reports of women and children being
hurt while trying to get food aid — including a
young boy who was struck by a tank shell and
later died from his wounds.

“There have been instances where informa-
tion was shared that an (aid) distribution site
is open, but then it's communicated on social
media that they're closed, but that informa-
tion was shared when Gaza’s internet was
down, and people had no access to it,” Elder
said.

Food is now extremely limited in Gaza after
the Israeli occupation imposed a strict block-
ade on all supplies throughout March and
April. This has pushed many of the 2.4 million
residents to face a “critical risk of famine”

Although the Israeli regime eased the block-
ade somewhat last month, the UN’s attempts
to deliver aid have faced huge challenges, in-
cluding blocked roads filled with rubble, Israe-
li military restrictions, ongoing airstrikes, and
increasing chaos on the ground.

Fuel, which is essential for running water
pumps and Gaza’s only remaining desalination
plant, is also in critically short supply. None
has been allowed in since the U.S.-backed
genocide resumed in March.

Elder stated, “We are way below emergency
standards in terms of drinking water for peo-
ple in Gaza. Children will begin to die of thirst
.. Just 40% of drinking water production facil-
ities remain functional.”

To conserve fuel, the UN reduced the oper-

services in Gaza by 20% in May.

Aid workers say that the limited fuel stored
during a lull in the 20-month war is now nearly
gone.

Most of Gaza's facilities for treating waste-
water, along with its sewage systems, reser-
voirs, and pipelines, have been destroyed.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

‘Patently illegal’: Critics dispute legality of Trump’s Iran strikes

As United States President
Donald Trump lauded what he
called the “spectacular military
success” of the strikeshe au-
thorized against Iran, Democrats
were quick to accuse him of over-
stepping his authority.

Numerous critics  accused
Trump late on Saturday of vi-
olating the US. Constitu-

tion by launching military at-
tacks against Iran’s nuclear sites
without the approval of Congress.

“Trump said he would end wars;
now he has dragged America into
one,” Senator Christopher Van
Hollen Junior said in a statement,

Al Jazeera said on its website.

“His actions are a clear viola-
tion of our Constitution - ignor-
ing the requirement that only the
Congress has the authority to de-
clare war”

In the lead up to the US. at-
tacks, legislators from both main
parties have pushed measures
to compel Trump to approach
Congress before launching any
strikes.

The US. Constitution gives
Congress the authority to declare
war or authorize the use of force
for specific purposes.

Trump’s “Make America Great

Again” (MAGA) base has also
been vehement in its opposition
to the US. joining Israel’s war. It
has pointed out that Trump won
the election on the promise not
to commit Washington to yet an-
other war in the Middle East. They
want Trump to focus on domestic
issues, particularly the economy.

‘Grounds for impeachment’

Lawmakers’ authority over the
military was further enshrined
in the War Powers Resolution of
1973, which curbed the presi-
dent’s war-making powers.

Progressive  Congresswoman
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez said

Trump violated the constitution
and the War Powers Resolution.

“He has impulsively risked
launching a war that may ensnare
us for generations. It is absolutely
and clearly grounds for impeach-
ment,” she said.

Several Democrats were quick
to note that Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties, which have been operating
for years, did not pose an immi-
nent threat to the US.

The US. intelligence communi-
ty confirmed in an assessment in
March that Iran is not building a
nuclear weapon.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran volleyball
to build on their
progress

TEHRAN - Iran’s national volleyball
team, known as “Team Melli”, are cur-
rently participating in the 2025 Volleyball
Nations League (VNL). The team, under
the guidance of coach Roberto Piazza, are
focusing on improving their performance
in Week 2.

They have recently competed in Week
1 and despite earning just one win in four
matches, the team are looking to build on
their progress, step by step.

The team are in the early stages of the
tournament, having played against Brazil,
the U.S,, Slovenia and Ukraine in a challeng-
ing Week 1.

Amin Esmaeilnejad, an opposite hitter
for Team Melli, highlighted the team’s im-
provement, noting that they are “improving
day by day, step by step”.

Coach Roberto Piazza is focused on re-
fining the team’s skills and strategy for the
VNL.

Individual players like Poria Hossein
Khanzadeh, Bardia Saadat, and Morteza
Sharifi have shown flashes of brilliance, in-
dicating a strong talent pool.

The team’s ability to compete in close
matches, even when losing, suggests po-
tential for future success.

Areas identified for improvement include
tactical execution, particularly in serving
and first reception.

The team’s overall performance and abil-
ity to close out tight matches will be crucial
for their success in the VNL.

Volleyball has a long history in Iran, with
organized play starting in the early 20th
century.

The Iranian men’s national team have
achieved notable success in international
competitions, including the Asian Games
and the World Championship.

The team’s performance in the VNL will
be closely watched as they aim to build on
their progress and compete at a higher lev-
el.

The upcoming fixtures in the VNL, while
not against the absolute top-tier teams,
will provide valuable opportunities for
the team to refine their skills and strat-
egies.

The Iranian volleyball team focus on con-
tinuous improvement and development,
with a bright future ahead.

Team Melli are scheduled to open Week
2 with a match against Serbia on June 25.
The team will also play Argentina (June 27),
Germany (June 28), the Netherlands (June
29).

In the 2025 Volleyball Nations League,
each of the 18 participating teams will play
a total of 12 matches during the pool stage.
These matches will be distributed across
three of the nine pools, and the competition
will take place over three weeks. The pool
stage format means each team will com-
pete against a subset of the other teams in
the tournament, with the results contrib-
uting to an overall preliminary table.

Iran beat Poland
at 2025 World Deaf
Futsal C’ship

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Poland 3-1in the
2025 World Deaf Futsal Championships on
Saturday.

Iran had defeated Morocco 12-1, Italy
1-0, Uruguay 9-0, and England 11-0 in
Group D.

Team Melli will face Kuwait on Monday.

The 2025 World Deaf Futsal Champion-
ships are currently being held in Monte-
silvano, Italy. The event started on June 14
and will conclude on June 27.

It includes both men’s and women'’s com-
petitions, with teams from various coun-
tries participating.
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Mehrdad
Mohammadi linked
with Tractor:
report

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football team wing-
er Mehrdad Mohammadi has been linked
with a move to Tractor.

Media reports suggest that Esteghlal is
reluctant to continue with the 31-year-old
player.Mohammadi has been reportedly
linked with a move to Tractor.

Tractor will represent Iran in the 2025-26
AFC Champions League Elite.

Besiktas eye Mehdi
Taremi: report

TEHRAN - Besiktas football team has re-
portedly shown interest in signing Mehdi
Taremi.

Inter Milan are reportedly targeting Man-
chester United striker Rasmus Hojlund as
a key reinforcement for their attack this
summer, with the Italian club potentially
pursuing a loan deal with an option or ob-
ligation to buy.

United, however, is said to prefer a per-
manent sale. Hojlund, who has had a mixed
two seasons at Old Trafford, is reportedly
open to a return to Serie A and a move to
Inter, which could influence United’s stance.

Inter Milan must offload Taremi to sign
Hojlund.

Besiktas, headed by Ole Gunnar Solskjeer,
is going to sign Taremi.

Iran to hold
training camp in
Serbia: VNL 2025

TEHRAN - Iran volleyball team are going
to hold a training camp in Belgrade ahead
of 2025 Volleyball Nations League (VNL)
Week 3.

Iran have traveled to Belgrade to par-
ticipate in Week 2, where Team Melli are
scheduled to face Serbia, Argentina, Ger-
many and the Netherlands.

Roberto Piazza’s side will not return to
Iran and will hold a one-week training camp
in Serbia.lran will meet Poland on July 16 in
its first match in Week 3.

The Persians are slated to play China (July
17), France (July 19), and Bulgaria (July 20).

Vinicius to remain
in Real Madrid

TEHRAN - Vinicius Junior has decided to
remain at Real Madrid, despite reported
interest from Saudi Arabia and other clubs.

He has reiterated his desire to stay with
the club for the foreseeable future.

Reports indicate he’s close to agreeing
to a new contract extension.

He has expressed his desire to continue
playing at an elite level and help Real Ma-
drid reach the top.

Rashford: Yamal
can win the Ballon
d’Or

TEHRAN - Manchester United’s Marcus
Rashford has been linked with a move to
Barcelona, and spoke glowingly about po-
tential team-mate Lamine Yamal.

Asked if he would like to be teammates
with Yamal, Rashford said: “Yes, for sure.
Everyone wants to play with the best.
Hopefully .. we'll see”

Barcelona’s sporting director, Deco, told
Catalan radio station RAC1T in May that the
club like Rashford.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Have a good opinion of God, for whoever has a good opinion of
God He will treat him in the same way.

Imam Reza (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:07  Evening: 19:45

Dawn: 3:02 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 4:50 (tomorrow)

Shahnameh, an unwavering bond forging national
unity amidst adversity, Iranian scholar says

TEHRAN- Iranian scholar and expert on
Shahnameh Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi describes Fer-
dowsi’s epic as an unyielding force uniting Iranians.

“The Shahnameh created a formidable, un-
paralleled army - an army of words - that van-
quished those who sought to fragment and de-
stabilize Iran. No force could withstand this legion
of countless warriors, this unparalleled literary
power,” ISNA quoted Kazzazi as saying on Friday.

The distinguished professor of Persian lan-
guage and literature further emphasized the
Shahnameh’s indispensable role in national cohe-
sion: “The Shahnameh is undoubtedly the greatest
and most fundamental literary masterpiece linked
to Iran and its people. It perpetually speaks of Iran
and Iranians. From its inception, the Shahnameh
has held a unique and enduring place in the hearts
of Iranians. This remains true today.”

He continued, highlighting a recent resurgence
in the Shahnameh’s popularity: “For several years
now, the Shahnameh has once again become an
integral part of daily life for Iranians, especially
the youth. A movement has emerged, spearhead-
ed by enlightened Iranian women and elementa-
ry school teachers, bringing the Shahnameh into
the homes of young Iranians. | have witnessed
firsthand schoolchildren, even preschoolers, re-
citing verses and staging performances based on
Shahnameh stories. This movement has spread
rapidly, even reaching small towns and villages”

He underscored the Shahnameh’s historical
significance in times of national crisis: “When-
ever Iranians have needed to overcome divi-
sion and fragmentation, they have turned to the
Shahnameh’s boundless embrace. It has been a
steadfast thread binding Iranians together since
its creation. It emerged during a period of turmoil
and disunity, when various leaders vied for control
of different parts of Iran. Urban and regional forc-
es were weakened, threatening the integrity of the
nation. It was the Shahnameh that saved this an-
cient, sacred land from collapse.”

“The Shahnameh forged a magnificent, awe-in-
spiring, unparalleled army that repelled the ene-
mies seeking to divide and disrupt Iran. This army
of words was invincible. The Shahnameh became the
unifying bond that firmly connected all Iranians. Had
the Shahnameh not been composed during those
difficult times, we could well believe that this nation
would have crumbled, or at best, fragmented into
dozens of smaller territories,” he continued.

“Even today, the Shahnameh, with its immense
power, can protect us Iranians from fragmenta-
tion, disunity, and turmoil,” he added.

“Every Iranian should read the Shahnameh, es-
pecially in these times. This recent resurgence of
interest in the Shahnameh is a valuable and hope-
ful response to a vital need felt by Iran, its people,
and its rich cultural heritage. Itis a successful and
auspicious response,” he concluded.

Ferdowsi is the pseudonym of Abu al-Qasem
Mansur, (935-1020), who was born in the city
of Tus, located in present-day Iran. In 977 CE, he
undertook the monumental task of writing the
Shahnameh, completing it in 1010 CE after ded-
icating much of his life to this labor of love. The
masterpiece is written in Persian verse and is
divided into three parts, chronicling the mythical,
heroic, and historical epochs of Iran.

The Shahnameh begins with the creation of
the world as outlined in Persian mythology and
follows the lineage of Iranian kings, heroes, and
legends throughout history. Ferdowsi intertwines
tales of courage, romance, deception, and loyalty,
creating a tapestry of Persian culture and identity
that continues to captivate readers.

The influence of the Shahnameh transcends
Iran’s borders, having been translated into nu-
merous languages and serving as a wellspring
of inspiration for writers, artists, and intellectu-
als worldwide. Its themes of heroism, love, and
integrity possess universal resonance, striking a
chord with individuals from diverse cultures and
backgrounds.

Cartoon of Day

Make America Strike Again
Cartoonist: Elmer from Argentina

Cinemas, theater halls resume
activities

TEHRAN - Aweek after all theatri-
cal performances and movie screen-
ings were suspended in the country
due to the Zionist regime’s aggres-
sion toward Iran, all the cinemas and
theater hall resumed their activities
on Sunday, June 22.

The Ministry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance announced on Saturday
the reopening of the cinema and the-
ater halls, Mehr reported.

Given the present circumstanc-
es, where the majority of Iranians
across the country are under stress
for witnessing Israel’'s war on Iran,
resumption of screenings and per-
formances, especially comedy films
and plays, can help return the spirit
of cheerfulness to the society.

Last Friday, June 13, the Israeli
regime launched an unprovoked act
of military aggression against the
sovereign territory of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, martyring revered
commanders of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps and prominent nu-

clear scientists, alongside civilians.

Since then, the strikes have con-
tinued, targeting civilian nuclear
facilities and residential areas, vi-
olating all international norms and
threatening to ignite regional con-
flagration.

Responding to the Israel's aggres-
sion, the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) launched Operation
True Promise Ill and has since un-
leashed coordinated missile and
drone strikes deep inside occupied
territories, targeting military and in-
telligence command centers.

On screen in cinemas now, there
are five comedies including “Sadd-
am” directed by Pedram Purami-
ri, “House of Ghosts” by Kiarash
Asadizadeh, “Dinosaur” by Masoud
Atyabi, “Hello Haj Agha” by Hossein
Tabrizi, and “Molotov Cocktail” by
Hossein Dumari.

“Saddam” tells the story of a man
who is asked to play the role of Sadd-

am Hussein because of his resem-
blance to the former Iraqi dictator.

Reza Attaran, Parinaz |zadyar, Ka-
zem Banitamim, Abbas Jamshidifar,
and Azadeh Samadi are in the cast
among others.

“House of Ghosts” is about an old
and mysterious house where un-
expected events happen. The story
takes place in the 1950s, when a rich
family, residing in the house, starts
visiting relatives after a few years.
The arrival of each guest reveals a
strange secret of the house that af-
fects everyone’s life.

The cast includes Pejman Jamshi-
di, Nazanin Bayati, Setareh Pesyani,
Reza Kianian, Soroush Sehhat, Nader
Fallah, Kazem Sayyahi, and Alireza
Ostadi among others.

In “Dinosaur]” an addict named
Reza Dinosaur needs to get an absti-
nence certificate to avoid being fired
from his workplace. He tries various
methods to get the traces of drugs
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Pejman Jamshidi, Amir Jafari,
Yousef Teymuri, Soha Niasti, Negar
Foruzandeh, Reza Naji, Hamed Vakili,
and Sousan Parvar play in the film.

“Hello Haj Agha” deals with a
young talabeh, a seminary student,
named Ata who gets involved in
the wedding ceremony of one of his
friends in Tehran.

Mohammadreza Sharifinia, Pouria
Pursorkh, Sousan Parvar, Arjang
Amirfazli, and Leila Otadi are in the
cast among others. Taking place in
the 1970s, “Molotov Cocktail” tells
the story of a young man who has
just gained fame by sings in restau-
rants when the Shah leaves Iran and
his business is endangered.

The cast include Amin Hayai, Ahmad
Mehranfar, Pejman Jamshidi, Setareh
Pesyani, Yekta Nasser, Alireza Ostadi,
Siavash Cheraghipur,and Kamand Amir-
soleimani among others.

New mural shows Iranian unlty, love of homeland

TEHRAN - The new mural at Val-
iasr Square in Tehran was unveiled
on Saturday with the images of
martyred commanders and nuclear
scientists, who have lost their lives
in the Zionist regime’s aggression
against Iran, as well as the foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, along
with people of every walk of life, all
saluting by raising a hand to their
head with a large flag of Iran wav-
ing on a pole above their heads.

Featuring the slogan “l am the
soldier of Iran,” the mural shows
people’s love of their country and
their readiness to protect it, IRNA
reported.

The mural also has Mount Dam-
avand, the highest peak in Iran and
Western Asia, in the background
with several missiles fired into sky
from the foothills.

The majestic peak of Damavand
has transcended its role as a mere
mountain and emerged as a pow-
erful emblem of steadfastness and
unity. It has had a notable role in
Iranian mythology and literature.
It is regarded as an epic mountain
in Shahnameh, the popular Iranian
book of poems by Ferdowsi, and
also a symbol of resistance and
strength in Iranian folk stories.

The Iranian martyrs depicted
on the mural include Major Gen-

eral Hossein Salami, command-
er-in-chief of the Islamlc Revo-
lution Guard Corps (IRGC), Major
General Mohammad Bagheri, the
chief of joint staff of Iran’s Armed
Forces, and Brigadier General Ami-
rali Hajizadeh, the commander of
the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) Aerospace Force.

Salami and Bagheri were assas-
sinated during Israeli airstrike on
their apartment buildings in the
early hours of Friday, June 13. Ha-
jizadeh was martyred in an Israeli
attack on an IRGC facility in Iran.

Fereydoun Abbasi, a nuclear sci-
entist and former nuclear chief of
[ran, and Mohammad Mehdi Teh-
ranchi, another prominent nuclear
scientist and the president of the
Islamic Azad University of Iran, are
also among the faces seen in the
mural. They were also targeted in
separate attacks on their residenc-
es in Tehran.

Also written on the mural is a
verse line from the renowned Per-
sian poet Mehdi Akhavan-Saless
(1928-1990), “If | love anything in
the world, | love you ancient home-
land,” which shows the depth of the
poet’s nationalism.

The verse line accompanied by

the images on the mural is a trib-
ute to Iran’s rich history and cul-

ture, expressing deep affection of
Iranians for their homeland.

In the early hours of June 13,
Israel launched an unprovoked,
large-scale armed attack against
Iran. This was an egregious act of
aggression by every definition.

Since then, through coordinated
air, missile, and drone strikes, it
has targeted residential neighbor-
hoods, civilian infrastructure, pub-
lic authorities, and nuclear facili-
ties subject to International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards,
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which has resulted in the martyr-
dom of senior military command-
ers, prominent scientists, and in-
nocent civilians, including women
and children.

In response to the Israeli aggres-
sion on Iranian territory, the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) has
launched a large-scale retaliatory
operation, codenamed “True Prom-
ise 3 targeting multiple Israeli
military and air bases through co-
ordinated missile and drone strikes
deep inside occupied territories.

Iranian tar virtuoso Ali Ghamsari unites Tehran residents with
music amidst Israeli attacks

TEHRAN- Renowned Iranian composer and
tar virtuoso Ali Ghamsari offered a free concert
at Tehran’s Azadi Tower on Sunday, aiming to up-
lift the spirits of the city’s residents in the face
of recent Israeli aggression.

The performance, a testament to the power
of art in challenging times, featured traditional
Iranian music alongside fellow musicians Kam-
ran Montazeri and Hamidreza Yousefi, Mehr re-
ported.

Believing that art serves as a beautiful and
effective medium for connection during diffi-
cult circumstances, Ghamseri is independently
striving to create a harmonious atmosphere for
the citizens of Tehran.

Ghamsari, a strong advocate for social re-

sponsibility, views his music as a powerful tool
for empathy and resilience. This initiative is part
of his independent Iranian Tar Project, a plat-
form he describes as “rooted in the people’s
sentiments,” operating without institutional af-
filiation or financial backing. “It's a platform for
the voices of the people,” he stated previously.

This performance continues Ghamsari's on-
going commitment to bringing the Iranian Tar
Project to diverse communities across Iran.
Most notably, last November, he brought the
project to the strategically important Persian
Gulf islands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb, and
Lesser Tunb amidst heightened geopolitical
tensions.

His latest concert at Azadi Tower serves as a

poignant demonstration of the unifying power
of music during times of national adversity.

Ghamsari founded the band Sarmad at the
age of 18. Afterwards, he established the Ham-
navazan-e Hesar Ensemble and the Iranian
String Quartet. At the age of 22, he gained fame
by composing the album Naghsh-e Khiyal with
Homayoun Shajarian. Since then, he has com-
posed over 15 albums, collaborating with sever-
al traditional singers such as Alireza Ghorbani,
Mohammad Motamedi, and Vahid Taj.

He has performed in many countries, includ-
ing France, Morocco, Spain, the U.S., the Nether-
lands, Switzerland, Germany, Sweden, Russia,
and Canada.
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