Straight Truth

8 Pages Price 100,000 Rials

EURO

46th year

No.

15119

Saturday

WWW.TEHRANTIMES.COM

" TEHRAN TIMES

August s 2025 Mordad

18, 1404 Safar s 1447

[?) mf:il. gov.ir

Norweg/an Deputy Foreign Minister Andreas Kravik met with Abbas Araghchi in Tehran on July 5, 2025.

plomatlc Swi

could take over Muscat’

s role in Iran nuclear talks

?ch?

» Page 3

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN - August 8 marks
Journalist’s Day in Iran, a sol-
emn tribute to those who spilled
blood for truth. Rooted in the
1998 martyrdom of Mahmoud
Saremi—an Iranian reporter
killed by alongside eight Iranian
diplomats in Mazar-i-Sharif, Af-
ghanistan—this day now mourns
a new generation of media mar-
tyrs.

During the Israeli regime’s 12-
day aggression in June, Iran’s

Blood-inked pens

Israel killed 12 journalists during its war against Iran.
Here is a short glimpse into the lives of four of them

Coinciding with Journalist’s
Day, we at the Tehran Times of-
fer this special feature, weaving
the stories of four Iranian media
martyrs—Ali Tahmasbi, Fate-
meh Salehi, Mohammad-Moein
Nazari, and Masoumeh Azimi—
through intimate conversations
with their families.

The quiet revolutionary: Ali
Tahmasebi’s unfinished cup of
tea

Ali Tahmasebi, 25, was beneath
rubble for three days before res-

media landscape was scarred by
the loss of twelve journalists and
media workers, part of the over
1065 Iranians whom Israel killed.
These were not incidental casu-
alties; targeted strikes turned
newsrooms into graveyards.

For decades, Israel has trans-

strategy, assassinating journal-
ists from Gaza’s Walaa Al-Jaabari
to Iran’s Nima Rajabpour. These
killings reflect a sustained cam-
paign to erase resistance narra-
tives and stifle voices that ex-
pose the regime’s aggression—a

The Israeli regime’'s war on
journalists is no secret. In 2022,
Shireen Abu Akleh, a Palestinian
Al Jazeera correspondent, was
gunned down in Jenin. Since
October 2023, over 120 journal-
ists have perished in Gaza, with
strikes in 2025 claiming lives like

reporter killed in an airstrike on
her home, as documented by Al
Mayadeen. From the West Bank
to southern Lebanon, media
workers remain targets—be-
cause they carry what the regime
fears most: the unvarnished

cue teams found his shattered
body. His brother Mohammad’s
voice trembles as he speaks of
him: “His eyes were gone. His
legs were crushed. His hands
burned. We never knew his mis-
sions—he’d only say, ‘I do simple

formed censorship into a killing  pattern spanning generations. that of Wafa al-Udaini, a young  truth. work.” » Page 2
IRISL rises to 16th Voices of the
in global container voiceless: Slovaks call
shipping rankings for justice against
TEHRAN - Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping /Sf'ael’S Starvatlon and
Lines (IRISL) has climbed three spots to ) .
atrocities in Gaza

become the world’s 16th largest container
shipping line, according to the latest ranking
by Alphaliner.

The upgrade, achieved in just a few months,
reflects a marked improvement in operational
capacity and fleet expansion. Key factors
behind the rise include higher TEU capacity,
fleet optimization, the development of
regional and international logistics corridors
— particularly via Chabahar — and the
implementation of domestic ship repair and
modernization programs that have boosted
efficiency despite sanctions.

IRISL could break into the global top 15 if
this growth trend continues. » Page 4
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By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN — Amid escalating violence
and a deepening humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, the world watches as over 61,000
Palestinians have been killed and 152,000
wounded since Israel launched its
devastating military campaign in October
2023.

With the ongoing Israeli blockade causing
severe starvation—resulting in the tragic
deaths of approximately 200 Palestinians
from hunger alone—the conflict has
ignited a wave of global outrage. » Page 5

Crushing
response awaits
Iran’s enemies:
top commander

TEHRAN - Iran’s top military commander
has warned that any future act of aggression
against Iran would be met with a “decisive and
crushing” response, unlike any seen before.

Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi, Chief of
Staff of the Armed Forces, made the remarks on
Thursday during a ceremony marking the 40th
day since the martyrdom of several senior Ira-
nian military commanders in what Tehran calls
the unprovoked Israeli-US aggression of June.

He lauded the country’s combat readiness
and defense strength, declaring that the Islam-
ic Republic possesses “complete deterrence”
against any enemy threat.

“The deterrence power of the Islamic Repub-
lic is complete, and as the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution has said, the Iranian nation is fully
prepared both for negotiations and for de-
fense,” Mousavi stated.

Mousavi said the killing of Iranian command-
ers, scientists, students, and athletes in last
month’s attack had only strengthened national
unity and amplified the spirit of resilience.

“The enemies fail to understand that if any
aggressor sets foot on this soil, Iranians—re-
gardless of creed or belief—will stand united
against them,” he asserted. » Page 3

Netanyahu’s
Gaza plan sparks

widespread
backlash

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Strong opposition has emerged
within the Israeli regime against a cabinet de-
cision to invade and occupy Gaza City.

Despite warnings by senior Israeli military
officials and politicians, the regime’s security
cabinet on Thursday, August 7, approved Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'’s plan to occupy
Gaza City.

The cabinet meeting was marked by a heat-
ed exchange between the Chief of Staff, Eyal
Zamir, and the Security Minister, Itamar Ben
Gvir. Zamir warned of the complex nature of
the plan, its consequences, and the heightened
risks to the lives of Israeli captives.

According to Hebrew media, Ben Gvir fired
back sharply: “Stop talking to the media and
learn from the police how to follow political
directives,” referring to the occupation army’s
obligation to carry out the political leadership’s
decisions without hesitation.

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich echoed this
stance, insisting on the need for “complete victo-
ry” and rejecting any “temporary deal” » Page 5

A look at Iran’s
achievements in
COP15

TEHRAN - Attending the 15th meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties (COP15) to the Ramsar Con-
vention on Wetlands, the Iranian delegation achieved
notable accomplishments, reinforcing the country’s
international position in the environmental sector,
particularly in wetland conservation.

COP15 to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
was held from July 23 to 31 in Victoria Falls City,
Zimbabwe. It was held under the theme “Protecting
Wetlands for our Common Future.” COP15 adopted a
new strategic plan for 2025-2034, the Convention’s
fifth action plan.

Being appointed to represent the South and West
Asia region on the Ramsar Convention Standing
Committee was the most significant achievement of
the country.

It will contribute to strengthening the country’s
regional role in environmental decision-making.

The committee includes representatives from 18
countries selected from different geographical re-
gions of the world, the host country of the upcoming
Convention meeting, as well as partner international
organizations such as the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Wetlands Inter-
national. » Page 7
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Straight Truth

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN - August 8 marks Journalist’s Day
in Iran, a solemn tribute to those who spilled
blood for truth. Rooted in the 1998 martyr-
dom of Mahmoud Saremi—an Iranian report-
er killed by alongside eight Iranian diplomats
in Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan—this day now
mourns a new generation of media martyrs.

During the Israeli regime’s 12-day aggres-
sion in June, Iran’s media landscape was
scarred by the loss of twelve journalists and
media workers, part of the over 1065 Iranians
whom Israel killed. These were not incidental
casualties; targeted strikes turned newsrooms
into graveyards.

For decades, Israel has transformed cen-
sorship into a killing strategy, assassinating
journalists from Gaza’s Walaa Al-Jaabari to
Iran’s Nima Rajabpour. These killings reflect a
sustained campaign to erase resistance narra-
tives and stifle voices that expose the regime’s
aggression—a pattern spanning generations.

The Israeli regime’s war on journalists is no
secret. In 2022, Shireen Abu Akleh, a Pales-
tinian Al Jazeera correspondent, was gunned
down in Jenin. Since October 2023, over 120
journalists have perished in Gaza, with strikes
in 2025 claiming lives like that of Wafa al-
Udaini, a young reporter killed in an airstrike
on her home, as documented by Al Mayadeen.
From the West Bank to southern Lebanon,
media workers remain targets—because they
carry what the regime fears most: the unvar-
nished truth.

Coinciding with Journalist's Day, we at the
Tehran Times offer this special feature, weaving
the stories of four Iranian media martyrs—Ali
Tahmasbi, Fatemeh Salehi, Mohammad-Moein
Nazari, and Masoumeh Azimi—through inti-
mate conversations with their families.

The quiet revolutionary: Ali Tahmasebi’s
unfinished cup of tea
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Ali Tahmasebi, 25, was beneath rubble for
three days before rescue teams found his
shattered body. His brother Mohammad’s voice
trembles as he speaks of him: “His eyes were
gone. His legs were crushed. His hands burned.
We never knew his missions—he'd only say, ‘|
do simple work.”

Born in Tehran Province’s Qiamdasht neigh-
borhood, Ali was a man of action, not words.
He funneled his earnings from working in Basij
News Agency into charity, often telling his
mother, “God will return it, don’t worry””

During Fatemiyyah ceremonies (days in
which Shia Muslims mourn the martyrdom
of the daughter of the Prophet Muhammad
PBUH), he insisted the first cup of tea be served
to the sick or needy—a ritual cut short on the
day he was to become an honorary worker of
Imam Reza’s shrine.

His loyalty to the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, was ab-
solute. “Ali repeated like a mantra: ‘The Leader
speaks the truth. That's the path we follow,”
Mohammad recalls. In a final message to Iran’s
youth, the family implores: “Do not let martyrs’
blood be trampled. Stand by the Leader”

The educator of truth: Fatemah Salehi’s li-
brary of Resistance

When Israeli missiles struck the IRGC’'s Imam
Hassan Mojtaba Base in Alborz, Fatemah Sale-
hi—a 40-year-old professor, journalist, and
director of the Savojnama news platform—
was compiling evidence of Israeli war crimes.
Her brother Sajjad describes her as “a woman
whose faith was her armor”

Salehi’'s home library held nearly 1,000
volumes on religion, politics, and media, her
brother says. By day, she taught university
courses; by night, she flooded social media
with analyses of the Israeli regime’s atrocities.
“During the war, she worked past midnight,’
Sajjad says. “She believed the media was the
frontline against lies”

Her legacy transcends martyrdom. Whether

Iran, Egypt call for Islamic unity
to end Gaza genocide and
Israeli attacks on Lebanon

TEHRAN - Iran and Egypt have called for
coordinated action by Islamic nations to end
Israel's “genocide” in Gaza and escalating
assaults on Lebanon, warning of worsening
humanitarian and security crises across the
region.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
and his Egyptian counterpart, Badr Abdelat-
ty, held a phone conversation late Thursday
to discuss mounting regional emergencies
and the urgent need for a joint response.

According to a statement by Iran’s Foreign
Ministry on Friday, the ministers condemned
the “cruel siege” of Gaza and warned against
Israel’s plans to intensify military operations
and fully occupy the enclave. They stressed
that Islamic nations have a responsibility to
act decisively, halt the bloodshed, and ensure
the immediate delivery of humanitarian aid.

The talks came as Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu announced plans to
“prepare to take control of Gaza City” — a
move the United Nations has described as
“deeply alarming.” Gaza has endured relent-
less bombardment and blockade since Oc-
tober 2023, leaving more than 61,000 Pal-
estinians dead. Israel’s restrictions on food
and aid have created a man-made famine in
which at least 197 people, including children,
have died of starvation.

Turning to Lebanon, Araghchi and Abde-
latty underscored the need for internal uni-

ty and warned against measures that could
trigger domestic conflict. They called on Is-
rael to withdraw fully from occupied areas in
southern Lebanon and to cease ongoing at-
tacks in violation of the ceasefire.

Tensions in Lebanon have been heightened
by US-Israeli pressure for Hezbollah’s disar-
mament — a demand rejected by the group’s
leadership. While Lebanon’s cabinet has
backed the principle of placing all weapons
under state control, it has avoided setting a
timetable. Hezbollah deputy chief Mahmoud
Komati denounced the move as a “march in
humiliation,” vowing no disarmament while
Israeli aggression continues.

The cabinet’s decision sparked protests
in Beirut, underscoring public resistance
to external pressure amid continued Israeli
strikes, including one in eastern Lebanon on
Thursday that killed six people.

Blood-inked pens

Israel killed 12 journalists during its war against Iran.
Here is a short glimpse into the lives of four of them

through social media tributes or op-eds, those
who knew her—including her students—honor
how she exposed truths that not even Israeli
bombs could silence.

The quiet hero: Moein Nazari’s legacy

Three days before his death, Moein Nazari
called his brother Amin: “The Revolution en-
dures through the blood of martyrs” The
34-year-old who worked at the Basij News
Agency was crushed under debris during a
strike on Tehran’s Basij command center.

Nazari’s life mirrored his words. He cleared
debts before his death, though his family later
discovered he'd quietly funded struggling col-
leagues.

“He'd say, ‘Revolution isn't a slogan—it's
sacrifice,” Amin shares. Nazari's will requested
burial beside his uncle, a 2016 martyr against
ISIS in Syria—uniting two generations in a

cemetery of love and sacrifice.

His family is filled with a sense of both pride
and sorrow. “We're proud to offer this mar-
tyr to the Islamic Revolution,” Amin declares,
highlighting their unwavering support for their
cause. However, their grief and anger are also
clear as they stand resolute in their call for
justice, adding: “This vile Zionist regime must
end”

The studio sentinel: Masoumeh Azimi’s
unbroken commitment

On June 26, as the Israeli regime bombed
IRIB’s headquarters, Masoumeh Azimi refused
evacuation. Her husband, Mohammad, a police

officer, recounts: “She stayed knowing mar-
tyrdom loomed. As Imam Khomeini said, ‘Kill
us—we rise more awakened.”

The garb of martyrdom doesn't fit just any-
one. She stood firm, the voice of truth.” He sees
the war as a clash not just with the Tel Aviv re-
gime, but with the whole NATO aggressors.

Azimi, 47, was among those targeted in a
strike the regime’s military cynically dubbed
“precision-guided” Footage showed anchor
Sahar Emami ducking glass shards as the stu-
dio exploded. “What you hear is the aggressor
attacking truth,” Emami declared moments
before the ultimate blast.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi later hon-
ored IRIB martyrs at a press conference: “They
thought bombing IRIB would mute Iran. In-
stead, our roars grew louder.” For Mohammad,
his wife’s legacy is immortal: “We had no chil-
dren, but she was Iran’s daughter”

Two other journalists were martyred during
the Israeli attack on IRIB. Nima Rajabpour,
a news editor, was pronounced martyred in
a hospital after sustaining serious injuries
during the attack. Third employee to attain
martyrdom in the assault was Engineer Ja-
vadpour, who worked in the IT department of
IRIB and was present in the [RIB news building
at the time of the strikes. Several journalists
present in the building at the time also sus-
tained injuries.

Tehran demands emergency OIC meeting
as Gaza faces famine, mass deaths

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi has
called for an emergency meet-
ing of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (0IC) to address the
unprecedented  “humanitarian
catastrophe” in the Gaza Strip.

In letters to OIC Secretary Gen-
eral Hissein Brahim Taha, Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan,
and Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal
bin Farhan, Araghchi urged the
convening of an extraordinary
session in response to the “rap-
idly deteriorating humanitarian
situation” in the besieged Pales-
tinian territory.

“The appalling situation in
Gaza has become one of the
gravest crises confronting the
Islamic Ummah and the interna-
tional community,” he said. “This
is not merely a humanitarian
emergency — it is the systematic
destruction of a besieged civilian
population. The scope and inten-
sity of the crimes demand imme-
diate and coordinated action.”

The appeal comes as Gaza
faces extreme famine, with in-
ternational agencies reporting
catastrophic hunger levels. At
least 193 people — including 96

children — have died of starva-
tion in recent months, while aid
convoys remain blocked or heavi-
ly restricted by the Israeli regime.
More than 1,500 Palestinians
have reportedly been killed while
attempting to access food.

Araghchi warned that credible
humanitarian and media reports
leave “no other word” to describe
the crisis but “genocide.” He also
accused lIsrael of pursuing a
“strategic intent” to permanent-
ly occupy Gaza, citing military
actions, political statements, and
demographic measures aimed at
erasing the enclave’s territorial
and political identity.

“Senior officials of the Zion-
ist regime have openly declared
plans to eliminate Gaza as a po-
litical entity,” he said. “This is part
of a calculated design to dis-
mantle Palestinian sovereignty
through permanent occupation,
forced displacement, and demo-
graphic manipulation.”

The Iranian foreign minister
called for the OIC’s Council of
Foreign Ministers to meet ur-
gently in Jeddah to coordinate
humanitarian relief, assess the

An injured boy lies on the ground in al-Shifa hospital. While doc-
tors are still doing surgery, blockades, bombing, and starvation have
all but dried up life-saving blood supply [Photo by Al Jazeera].

legal and political ramifications
of Israel’s actions, and adopt a
unified response.

“The meeting must agree on
concrete diplomatic, legal, and
economic steps to halt the ag-
gression, hold the perpetrators
accountable, and reaffirm the
Palestinian people’s right to
self-determination, sovereignty,
and return,” Araghchi stressed.

Israel launched its US-backed
war on Gaza on October 7, 2023,
following  Operation Al-Agsa
Storm by the Palestinian Resis-
tance movement Hamas, which
was carried out in retaliation
for decades of Israeli occupation
and violence. The ongoing Israeli
assault has so far killed at least
61,158 Palestinians, the vast ma-
jority women and children.



Diplomatic switch?

Oslo could take over Muscat’s role in Iran nuclear talks

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - The Tehran Times un-
derstands Norway is a likely candi-
date to mediate potential talks be-
tween Iran and the United States
after a U.S-Israeli bombardment
campaign on Iranian soil derailed
the earlier Oman-mediated nego-
tiations in April and June.

Sources familiar with the mat-
ter have told the Tehran Times that
both Iran and the U.S. are willing to
kickstart new negotiations. While
the previous talks focused solely
on Iran’s nuclear program, Tehran
insists that compensation for war
damages will be an integral part
of any future discussions. Sources
added that new, indirect negotia-
tions, with the mediator acting as
go-between, could begin as early
as this month.

The previous Iran-US. talks
were slated to resume for a sixth
round just days before Isra-
el launched airstrikes targeting
Iran’s nuclear, military, and civil-
ian infrastructure on June 13. The
ensuing 12-day bombing cam-
paign killed at least 1065 Iranians,
mainly civilians, including senior
military officials and nuclear sci-
entists. The US. entered the war
directly on June 22, deploying B2
bombers to strike three nuclear
sites previously hit by Israel.

Iran’s retaliation involved a
large-scale missile and drone as-
sault on the occupied territories,
as well as a missile attack on Al
Udeid Air Base in Qatar, Wash-
ington’s most important military
base in West Asia. The war came
to a halt on June 24 following a
ceasefire proposal by Israel, which
found it increasingly difficult to
fend off the Iranian attacks and
manage their aftermath.

According to Western media
reports, Israel and the US. were
running low on air-defense mis-
siles by the end of the war. Fur-
thermore, Hebrew media reports
indicate that at least 31,000 build-

Iranian foreign minister Abbas Araghchi speaks to his Omani counterpart
during the 3RD round of indirect talks with the US

ings and 4,000 vehicles in Israel
were destroyed or heavily dam-
aged by Iranian projectiles, and
the Israeli regime is struggling to
provide shelter and compensation
to the affected population. Details
are scarce, as lIsraeli authorities
have imposed strict censorship on
international media since the early
stages of the conflict.

Rising opposition inside Iran

Norway’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Andreas Kravik visited Teh-
ran this week to meet with Iran’s
top diplomat, Abbas Araghchi. The
official readout from Iran’s for-
eign ministry made no mention of
Norwegian mediation in potential
new U.S. discussions, but the un-
announced visit has largely been
linked to the matter. Norway was
among the few Western coun-
tries to join the 120 nations that
unequivocally condemned Israel’s
war against Iran, and it has tra-
ditionally enjoyed good relations
with the West Asian nation.

Should it be officially confirmed,
Iranian diplomats would be en-
tering new talks with the Unit-
ed States amid rising domestic
opposition to such engagement.
Since before the war, distrust
of diplomatic engagement with

Washington has grown within Iran.
Conservative political factions as
well as a portion of the population
believe previous talks served as a
cover-up for US-Israeli attacks
against Iran.

Saeed Jalili, a prominent con-
servative figure, is among the
most vocal opponents of renewed
diplomacy with Washington. The
former nuclear negotiator ex-
pressed his opposition on X this
week, comparing calls for negoti-
ations to the biblical “Golden Calf”
idol worship.

In various interviews, Araghchi
and his colleagues have stated
that any new talks are contingent
on a US. guarantee against mili-
tary action during the diplomatic
process. Despite this condition,
both Araghchi and military offi-
cials within Iran believe that the
country must remain vigilant and
prepared to defend itself at any
time, according to information re-
ported by the Tehran Times.

Recent developments support
this assessment. The formation
of a new Defense Council, cou-
pled with the rapid repair and
strengthening of Iranian defense
systems, suggests Iran believes
renewed conflict is a distinct pos-

sibility. Iranian intelligence forc-
es have also been in full swing to
apprehend individuals who aided
Israel’s offensive in June.

Is an agreement even possi-
ble?

The US.-Israeli attacks severely
damaged Iran’s nuclear facilities,
but the country says it is adamant
about resuming its nuclear activi-
ties, which it has been negotiating
with the West since 2003.

In 2015, years of diplomatic and
technical efforts culminated in
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), signed between
Iran and the P5+1 nations (the
US., UK, France, China, Russia,
and Germany). The deal imposed
caps on Iran’s nuclear activities
in exchange for the termination
of sanctions. Three years after its
signing, however, the agreement
became essentially defunct after
Washington, under President Don-
ald Trump, withdrew and re-im-
posed sanctions against Iran.
Trump, who believed the JCPOA
was “weak,” then began the so-
called “maximum pressure cam-
paign,” a series of secondary sanc-
tions that, although harming Iran
economically, did not manage to
force it to cede its nuclear capabil-
ities. Iran tried to revive the JCPOA
during the Biden administration
without any success.

Throughout all negotiations,
including the recent ones under
Trump, Tehran has consistently
maintained that that any agree-
ment must allow it to enrich ura-
nium for civilian purposes. This
position is unlikely to change in
future talks. Analysts believe the
two countries will only be able to
strike a new deal if Washington
pursues a win-win solution, one
that ensures Iran cannot develop
nuclear weapons while respecting
its right to enrich uranium to the
grades required for non-military
applications.

Crushing response awaits Iran’s enemies: top commander

From Page 1 » On June 13, Israel launched
a large-scale strike on Iran, triggering a 12-
day war that claimed at least 1,064 lives. The
United States joined the conflict by bombing
three Iranian nuclear sites, a move Tehran
condemned as a grave violation of interna-
tional law.

In retaliation, Iran’s armed forces struck
strategic targets across the occupied Pales-
tinian territories as well as the al-Undead air
base in Qatar, the largest American military
installation in West Asia. By June 24, Iran’s

counterstrikes had forced a halt to this illegal
aggression.

Mousavi accused Israel of seeking to drag
Iran into chaos and conflict, describing the
“child-killing Zionist regime” as a collapsing
power.

“This regime is like a brakeless vehicle,
hurtling toward destruction,” he said, warn-
ing US and Western leaders not to sacrifice
their nations’ futures to protect Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

He stressed that Iranians “will never for-
get the wounds of America’s betrayals and
crimes,” adding that future generations will
continue to demand justice for the nation’s
suffering.

The general reaffirmed Iran’s message of
peace and stability for the region, pledging to
work toward lasting security through region-
al cooperation while preventing Israel from
advancing its “expansionist” agenda through
division and sedition.

Iran and Pakistan: Between

neighborhood and strategic alliance

Xavier Villar

Madrid - The August 2025 vis-
it of Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian to Islamabad marks a
pivotal moment in the evolution
of the complex relationship be-
tween Iran and Pakistan.

Beyond mere geographic prox-
imity, a new chapter is unfold-
ing in which both states seek to
consolidate a strategic axis that
integrates security, economic
development, and regional pres-
ence in an increasingly competi-
tive and fragmented geopolitical
landscape. This article aims to
unpack the bilateral relationship
between the two countries, as
well as the challenges that lie
ahead—both on a bilateral and
regional level.

Historical roots: A relation-
ship shaped by cooperation and
complexity

To understand the present
dynamics of Iran-Pakistan re-
lations, it is essential to revisit
their shared history—a history
that combines moments of co-
operation, tension, and coexis-
tence within a shifting and often
volatile geopolitical context. Iran
was one of the first countries to

recognize Pakistan’s indepen-
dence in 1947, a gesture that laid
the foundation for an officially
cordial relationship that has per-
sisted—with ups and downs—
over time.

In the 1960s, for instance, Iran
supported Pakistan in its con-
flicts with In-
dia, supplying

The shared border between
Pakistan’s Balochistan province
and Iran’s Sistan and Baluch-
estan has long been a volatile
region, affected by insurgent
movements and illicit trafficking.
These challenges have required
both countries to grapple with

similar issues—
from internal

weapons and
fuel at prefer-

Iran and Pakistan are
seeking to neutralize

security to the
containment of

ential  prices. extremism—
!I-|907\/\9/everi l the external pressure by though ;heir
slam- oy . responses have
ic  Revolution bulldmg a pragm_atlc varied depend-
profoundly bloc grounded mn ing on national
transformed  common interests  contexts  and
the region priorities.
and redefined A particularly

bilateral  re-

lations. As Pakistan deepened
its ties with Saudi Arabia and
strengthened its Sunni iden-
tity, Iran consolidated its Shia
one, shaping an ideologically
divergent landscape that would
influence political and social dy-
namics. This divergence, though
rooted in confessional difference,
operated primarily as a political
and strategic tension without
completely undermining prag-
matic cooperation.

complex episode occurred during
the Afghan civil war in the 1990s,
when Iran and Pakistan support-
ed opposing factions: Iran backed
the Northern Alliance while Paki-
stan supported the Taliban. This
phase highlighted deep strate-
gic differences but did not sever
diplomatic and commercial ties,
which continued to function de-
spite tensions.

Cultural and identity-based
dimensions have served as an-

chors in this relationship. Islamic
communities in both countries,
historical ties, and cultural prox-
imity provide a framework that
enables gestures of solidarity
even in difficult times. This cul-
tural foundation, coupled with
economic and strategic realities,
points to a multifaceted relation-
ship that privileges coexistence
over confrontation.

Security and border stability:
Astructural challenge

The nearly  900-kilome-
ter-long border between Iran and
Pakistan has traditionally been a
space of vulnerability and chal-
lenge. Terrorist groups operating
in Balochistan, such as Jaish al-
Adl and the Balochistan Libera-
tion Army, represent a persistent
threat that transcends national
boundaries and has shaped the
bilateral agenda for decades.
During the recent visit, both
governments emphasized the
urgency of strengthening secu-
rity and intelligence cooperation,
recognizing that managing these
terrorist forces and the associat-
ed violence is central to regional
stability.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

. IIRAN IN FOCUS

Iran defeat Japan
in Group B thriller

TEHRAN - Team Melli deliver decisive late
punch to hand Akatsuki Japan first defeat
in the 2025 FIBA Asia Cup 2025 underway in
Jeddah.

Iran finished with a furious flourish, hold-
ing Japan scoreless in the final three minutes
to claim a 78-70 victory in a tense Group B
clash at the King Abdullah Sports City.

Mohammad Amini powered the win with
24 points, 8 rebounds, 3 steals and 2 blocks,
wreaking havoc at both ends in the decisive
fourth quarter. Sina Vahedi provided the pe-
rimeter spark, drilling four triples on his way
to 22 points, including the go-ahead basket
that triggered Iran’s closing run.

Japan had looked poised to take the game
before the momentum turned sharply. Josh-
ua Hawkinson posted a massive double-dou-
ble of 20 points and 17 rebounds, while Kei-
sei Tominaga lit up the scoreboard with 22
points and five triples (all in the first half)
before fouling out late.

The win moves Iran to 2-0, firmly in the mix
to top Group B, while Japan drop to 1-1ahead
of their next assignment against Guam.

Iran will face Syria with momentum on
their side on Sunday.

Iran learn fate at
AFC U17 Asian Cup
2026

TEHRAN - The 38 teams hoping to see
action at the AFC U17 Asian Cup Saudi Ara-
bia 2026 learnt their respective qualifying
routes on Thursday.

The Official Draw at the AFC House in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia saw the teams divided into
seven groups — three of six teams each and
four of five.

All group winners will progress to the 21st
edition of the Finals, where they will join the
nine AFC representatives from the FIFA U17
World Cup Qatar 2025 who have automat-
ically qualified, namely Qatar, Uzbekistan,
Saudi Arabia, Korea Republic, DPR Korea,
Japan, Tajikistan, United Arab Emirates and
Indonesia.

The Qualifiers will be contested in a single
round-robin centralized league format from
November 22 to 30, 2025.

The Finals will be contested on May 7 to 24,
2026.

Draw Result

Group A: China (H), Bangladesh, Bahrain,
Brunei Darussalam, Timor-Leste, Sri Lanka

Group B: Yemen, Laos, Kyrgyzstan (H),
Cambodia, Guam, Pakistan

Group C: Vietnam (H), Malaysia, Singapore,
Hong Kong, China, Northern Mariana Islands,
Macau

Group D: Iran, India (H), Palestine, Chinese
Taipei, Lebanon

Group E: Australia, Iraq, Philippines, Jordan
(H), Bhutan

Group F: Thailand (H), Kuwait, Turkmeni-
stan, Mongolia, Maldives

Group G: Oman, Afghanistan, Myanmar (H),
Syria, Nepal

Female karate
athlete Bahmanyar
wins gold at World
Games

TEHRAN - Iranian female karate athlete
Sara Bahmanyar claimed a gold medal in the
women’s kumite 50 kg of the 2025 World
Games on Friday.

Bahmanyar defeated Algerian Cylia Oui-
kene 4-3 in the semifinals and then emerged
victorious over Kazakhstan’s Moldir Zhang-
byrbay in the final match.

She had defeated Canadian Yamina Lahy-
anssa, Erminia Perfetto of Italy and Croatian
Ema Sgardelli in Pool A.

The bronze medal went to Sgardelli.
The 12th edition of The World Games take
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place from Aug. 7-17 in Chengdu, China.

Sara Bahmanyar and Ali Gharahgozlou car-
ried Iran’s flag in the opening ceremony of
the Games.

Sepahan complete
signing of Ricardo
Alves

TEHRAN - Portuguese winger Ricardo
Alves joined Iran’s Sepahan football club on
Thursday.

The 32-year-old player has penned a two-
year deal for an undisclosed fee with Sepa-
han.

He was a member of Tractor last season
and helped the Tabriz based club win 2024/25
Iran Persian Gulf Professional League (PGPL).

Sepahan, headed by Moharram Navidkia,
are scheduled to face Qatari side Al Duhail
on Aug. 12 at the Khalifa International Stadi-
um in Al Rayyan in 2025/26 AFC Champions
League Elite play-off.

Rising star Saeid
Saharkhizan joins
Esteghlal

TEHRAN - Iranian young forward Saeid
Saharkhizan joined Esteghlal football club on
Friday.

The 22-year-old moved to Orenburg from
Gol Gohar last season and scored seven goals
in 28 appearances for the Russian side.

He has signed a three-year deal with Es-
teghlal.

Sepahan and Persepolis had also shown
interest in signing the player.

Ricardo Sa Pinto’s Esteghlal will compete
in the 2025/26 AFC Champions League Two.

Former Iran boxer
Delavari dies

TEHRAN - Jasem Delavari, former Iran na-
tional team boxer, died on Thursday.

He died at the age of 39 after a long battle
with cancer.

Delavari was an amateur boxer, who com-
peted in the Super Heavyweight (+91 kg) di-
vision at the 2006 Asian Games winning the
bronze medal.

At the 2007 World Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionships in Chicago he lost to Michael Hunt-
er during their round-of-16 bout.

The Tehran Times extends its deepest
sympathies to Delavari’s family, loved ones,
and friends during this time of loss.

Iran defeat

Guam at AFC U20
Women’s Asian Cup
2026 Qualifiers

TEHRAN - Iran made it two wins out of two
after defeating Guam 2-0 in Group F of the
AFC U20 Women’s Asian Cup Thailand 2026
Qualifiers on Friday.

Iran went into the tie in a better position,
having opened their campaign with a 3-0 win
over Malaysia while Guam - defeated 5-0 by
Japan - needed victory to stay in the running.

However, the Central Asian side were
quicker to get into stride and went ahead in
the 15th minute through Maryam Dini, with
the forward netting her third goal of the
campaign.

To their credit, Guam showed more resil-
ience compared to their tie against Japan and
managed to keep Iran at bay for the remain-
der of the half.

Iran, however, kept knocking on the door
and finally found their second in the 60th
minute through Parnia Rahmani.

Up next for Iran are Japan on Sunday, with
the tie to likely decide the group winners.
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IRISL rises to 16th in

global container shipping rankings

TEHRAN - Islamic Republic of Iran Ship-
ping Lines (IRISL) has climbed three spots to
become the world’s 16th largest container
shipping line, according to the latest ranking
by Alphaliner.

The upgrade, achieved in just a few months,
reflects a marked improvement in operational
capacity and fleet expansion.

Key factors behind the rise include higher
TEU capacity, fleet optimization, the devel-
opment of regional and international logis-
tics corridors — particularly via Chabahar
— and the implementation of domestic ship
repair and modernization programs that have
boosted efficiency despite sanctions.

IRISL could break into the global top 15 if
this growth trend continues.

Established in 1967, IRISL is Iran’s state-
owned national shipping company, operating
a fleet of container vessels, bulk carriers and
multi-purpose ships.

The company plays a key role in the coun-
try’s trade, facilitating the transport of goods
to and from Asia, Europe, Africa and Latin
America.

Despite decades of sanctions, IRISL has
maintained its presence in global shipping
networks, often adjusting routes and lever-
aging regional partnerships to sustain oper-
ations.

The shipping line also serves as a strategic
pillar for Iran’s trade policy, supporting the
INSTC and enhancing the country’s maritime
connectivity through ports like Bandar Abbas
and Chabahar.

In recent years, IRISL has invested in up-
grading its fleet and expanding its logistics
services, positioning itself as a competitive
player in regional and transoceanic trade.

In the latest rankings, MSC remained at the
top, followed by Maersk, CMA CGM, COSCO and
Hapag-Lloyd in second to fifth place.

South Pars boosts sustainable output
with advanced technologies

TEHRAN - South Pars Gas Complex (SPGC)
has adopted advanced technologies at its re-
fineries to enhance efficiency, cut emissions
and improve product quality, marking a sig-
nificant step toward sustainable production
and environmental protection, the company’s
managing director said.

According to Shana, Gholam-Abbas Hossei-
ni stressed the importance of modern tech-
nology in Iran’s gas sector, saying the deploy-
ment of high-tech equipment and innovative
solutions in South Pars refineries has brought
a fundamental transformation in achieving
sustainable output.

“These technologies have not only signifi-
cantly improved process efficiency but also
reduced environmental pollutants and en-
hanced product quality,” Hosseini said, adding
that they have played a key role in ensuring
national energy security and strengthening
the regional economy.

He noted that the continuous efforts of
technical and engineering teams to optimize
operations in full compliance with environ-
mental considerations demonstrate the com-

plex’s commitment to social responsibility and
sustainable development.

Located in Assaluyeh and Kangan on the
Persian Gulf coast, the South Pars Gas Com-
plex is one of the world’s largest gas process-
ing facilities. It comprises more than a dozen
refineries that process gas from the South
Pars field — part of the giant offshore reser-
voir shared with Qatar.

The complex produces over 600 million
cubic meters of sweet gas per day, along
with significant volumes of gas condensate,
sulfur, propane, butane and ethane, which
serve as vital feedstock for Iran’s petro-
chemical sector.

South Pars accounts for a major share of
Iran’s natural gas output and plays a criti-
cal role in supplying fuel for domestic con-
sumption, electricity generation and indus-
trial use.

In recent years, the complex has also
launched flare gas recovery projects aimed
at cutting greenhouse gas emissions, further
underscoring its role as a leader in clean tech-
nology within the oil and gas industry.

Liquefied propane, Iran’s 2nd top major
exported non-oil product in 4 months

TEHRAN- As announced by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA), liquefied propane was the sec-
ond major non-oil products Iran exported in
the first four months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-July 22).

Foroud Asgari mentioned natural gas,
liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied bu-
tane, and petroleum bitumen as the top
five non-oil export items during the four-
month period.

China, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, Tur-
key, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Oman were
the main destinations for Iranian exports, the
official stated.

Iran exported $16.55 billion worth of
non-oil goods in the first four months of
the current Iranian year, according to the
IRICA head.

Between March 20 and July 22, Iran ex-
ported 48.81 million tons of non-oil goods,

marking a 1.46 percent increase in volume
compared to the same period last year.
However, the export value declined by 5.51
percent year-on-year.

Petrochemical products remained Iran’s
largest export category, with 17.4 million
tons shipped abroad, worth $6.89 billion. The
segment saw an 8.30 percent drop in volume
and a 10.22 percent decline in value.

Overall, Iran’s non-oil trade during the
four-month period totaled 61.02 million tons
valued at $34.17 billion.

Imports accounted for 12.21 million tons,
worth $17.63 billion—a 3.23 percent decrease
in volume and a 14.20 percent decline in value
from the year before.

Key imported goods included raw gold,
corn for animal feed, rice, sunflower seed oil,
and soybeans. The top import sources were
the UAE, China, Turkey, India, Germany, Rus-
sia, and the Netherlands.

Statistical registration of car imports
removed in Arvand free zone

TEHRAN - Mustafa Mousavi, head of the
Khorramshahr Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture, announced the
removal of statistical registration for pas-
senger car imports in the Arvand free zone,
a move aimed at boosting the local economy
and tourism development in the region.

Speaking to Iran Chamber Online, Mousavi
said the decision was finalized following per-
sistent efforts by the Khorramshahr chamber
over recent months.

Under the new regulation, residents of
Khuzestan province can now import one
passenger car with an engine capacity be-
low 2500 cc without the need for statistical
registration, simply by providing their na-
tional ID number.

He added that the customs duty for vehicles
imported to the Arvand free zone has been
set at 10 percent of the car’s customs value,
offering significantly improved conditions
compared to previous arrangements.

‘Iran offers landlocked ECO states access to
intl. trade routes via multimodal transport’

TEHRAN - Iran is ready to
provide facilities for landlocked
member states of the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
to develop multimodal transport
links, Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Farzaneh Sade-
gh stated.

Speaking at a meeting of ECO
landlocked countries in Turk-
menistan, Sadegh praised the
initiative as a step toward closer
integration between coastal and
landlocked members.

She said the event’s outcomes
could boost transit and trade
across the ECO region, which has
seven landlocked members.

Sadegh  highlighted  that
strengthening transport and
transit connections  between
landlocked and coastal ECO coun-
tries is a priority under the lzmir
Treaty, the organization’s found-
ing document.

She recalled that the 13th ECO
transport ministers’ meeting,
held in Tehran earlier this year,
approved measures focused on
such connectivity, including link-
ing landlocked members to mar-
itime routes.

Iran, she said, is well-posi-
tioned to play a constructive role,
given its strategic location at the
crossroads of north-south and
east-west transport corridors,
250,000 km of roads, 15,000 km
of railway, 16 commercial ports in
the north and south, and access
to the Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman
and the Indian Ocean.

She cited the recent launch of
an ECO freight train connecting
Turkey, Iran and Turkmenistan
— part of the Almaty-Tashkent-
Ashgabat-Tehran-Istanbul cor-
ridor — as a milestone in linking

landlocked ECO states to global

markets. Sadegh proposed that
the ECO Secretariat hold regular
technical and commercial meet-
ings to ensure consistent freight
services on ECO corridors.

As part of Iranian initiatives,
she noted the drafting of the “ECO
Gate” document, aimed at grant-
ing landlocked members access
to open seas with special port
and maritime concessions from
coastal members.

She urged the ECO Secretari-
at and the UN Office of the High
Representative for the Least De-

veloped Countries, Landlocked
Developing Countries and Small
Island Developing States to help
implement the plan swiftly.

Sadegh also said Iran is ready to
provide logistical cooperation for
ECO landlocked states through its
Chabahar, Shahid Rajaee and oth-
er ports.

She emphasized multimodal
transport as a key to deeper co-
operation, pointing to Iran’s pro-
posed “ECO Multimodal Transport
Implementation Guidelines,” now
awaiting finalization at the first
meeting of the ECO Coordinating
Council's multimodal transport
committee.

She added that agreements un-
der the Asian Highway Network,
the Trans-Asian Railway and the
UNESCAP Dry Ports Agreement
— to which almost all ECO mem-
bers are signatories — offer fur-
ther opportunities for connecting
landlocked members to interna-
tional markets. In Iran, she noted,
Asian Highway routes link north-
ern borders with Turkmenistan
and Azerbaijan to northern ports
and onward to southern ports,
enabling direct access to open
seas.

Unlocking Makran’s potential through synergy of

expertise

By Ali Naghavi
TEHRAN- The Makran region, with its stra-
tegic expanse along the coast of the Oman
Sea, is one of Iran’s key areas in regional eco-
nomic and geopolitical dynamics.

Not only does it serve as a gateway to
international waters and trade routes to
South and East Asia, but it also holds im-
mense potential for sustainable develop-
ment, attracting investment, and enhancing
Iran’s export capabilities in technical and
engineering services.

However, realizing this potential goes be-
yond mere infrastructure investment—it re-
quires an integrated approach.

This approach must be built on the synergy
of three fundamental pillars: the expertise of
the technical and engineering sector, the ca-
pacities of the national private sector institu-
tions, and the policymaking and support of the
government and governance.

When these three pillars operate in harmo-
ny, the development process not only acceler-

ates but also optimizes national and regional
benefits.

In recent years, we have witnessed the
emergence of a new, coherent approach to
Makran, where the private sector’s role has
been redefined beyond mere contracting to
that of a strategic development partner.

This shift in perspective emphasizes the ac-
tive participation of Iranian companies in the
design, investment, and operation of projects,
elevating them from mere executors to key
decision-makers.

Iran’s technical and engineering sector, with
its skilled workforce, extensive experience in
national and international projects, and tech-
nological capabilities, can serve as a corner-
stone for developing Makran’s infrastructure.
However, this potential becomes truly effec-
tive when aligned with the institutional ca-
pacities of the private sector, particularly its
national institutions.

These institutions, as representatives of
the private sector, facilitate interaction with
the government and policymakers, providing
a platform to articulate needs and formulate
strategic policies.

On the other hand, the government and
governance can create a conducive environ-
ment for sustainable investment and project
management through smart legal frame-
works and policies.

The synergy between expertise, the pri-
vate sector, and government can transform
Makran from a mere development project into
a regional logistics, industrial, and services
hub, strengthening Iran’s position in the glob-

, private sector, government

al value chain.

Makran is more than just a geographical
region—it symbolizes Iran’s capability in man-
aging large-scale projects, attracting invest-
ment, and implementing innovative collabora-
tion models across different sectors.

Moving beyond traditional approaches and
embracing genuine, interest-based partner-
ships will be the key to success in this endeav-
or.

To realize this vision, three critical actions
are essential: Developing a long-term road-
map for Makran’s development with the ac-
tive participation of the private sector and
policymakers, establishing financial and legal
mechanisms to support the presence of Irani-
an companies in regional projects, leveraging
economic diplomacy to expand international
cooperation and integrate Makran into global
trade corridors.

Now more than ever, it is imperative for
Iran’s private sector to be at the heart of ma-
jor developmental decision-making and, with
a transnational outlook, pave new paths for
Makran’s prosperity and the country’s eco-
nomic advancement.

This journey is the result of persistent ef-
forts and the convergence of technical and
engineering elites, national private sector
institutions, and government—one that can
shape a bright and sustainable future for the
region and the nation.

Ali Naghavi is the chairman of Techni-
cal-Engineering Services Committee of Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA)

Overhaul of SP fifth refinery completed

TEHRAN - The overhaul of the fifth refinery
of Iran’s South Pars gas field has been suc-
cessfully completed, the manager of the re-
finery announced.

Kambiz Sefati said that the major overhaul
of the fifth refinery at the South Pars Gas
Complex was successfully completed without
any incidents, thanks to the round-the-clock
efforts of the staff and strict adherence to
safety standards.

He noted the accident-free completion of
the major overhaul at the fifth refinery of
the South Pars Gas Complex, adding: “This
remarkable achievement reflects the deep
commitment of the refinery’s personnel to
upholding the highest safety and operational
standards.”

The manager of the fifth refinery at the
South Pars Gas Complex stated that “the is-
suance of over 5,700 work permits during the
maintenance period reflects the extensive
scope of activities and our strict adherence
to safety procedures in authorizing necessary
operations.”

He added: “Thanks to the round-the-clock
efforts of all colleagues, particularly the HSE
(Health, Safety, and Environment) team, we
successfully navigated this critical period
without a single incident”

Emphasizing the key factors behind this
achievement, the manager of the fifth re-
finery at the South Pars Gas Complex
said: *"Conducting high-quality safety train-
ing for specialized maintenance personnel,
holding briefing sessions to learn from past
incidents in the oil industry, enforcing 24/7
monitoring at the site entrance to prevent
unauthorized items, and continuous ver-
ification of all issued permits—especially
hot work permits by the HSE team—were
among our key measures.”*

Safati noted that “this major maintenance
overhaul was meticulously planned and exe-
cuted to ensure the refinery’s full readiness
for safe and stable production during the win-
ter season.”

He emphasized: “In this regard, we lever-
aged the expertise of specialized maintenance
teams and utilized the products and technical
knowledge of Iranian knowledge-based com-
panies.”

Expressing gratitude for the relentless ef-
forts of operational and support teams in
maintaining maximum safety and efficiency,
he described this achievement as “the result
of solidarity and synergy among all personnel,
reflecting the paramount importance of safe-
ty at this refinery.”

South Pars gas field, which Iran shares with
Qatar in the Persian Gulf water, is divided into
24 standard phases of development in the
first stage. Most of the phases are fully oper-
ational at the moment.

The huge offshore field covers an area of
9,700 square kilometers, 3,700 square kilo-
meters of which are in Iran’s territorial wa-
ters in the Persian Gulf. The remaining 6,000
square kilometers, called North Dome, are sit-
uated in Qatar’s territorial waters.

The field is estimated to contain a signifi-
cant amount of natural gas, accounting for
about eight percent of the world’s reserves,
and approximately 18 billion barrels of con-
densate.



Popular protests in Lebanon against
submitting to American-Israeli dictates

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — There has been a wave of protests
in various regions of Lebanon against a decision
by the Nawaf Salam government to impose an
“arms ban” on the Hezbollah resistance move-
ment.

The decision came despite the continued Is-
raeli strikes on Lebanon and occupation of cer-
tain points in the country’s south. The decision
shows the Salam government is carrying out
American-Israeli orders in full compliance.

The angry and frustrated protesters chant-
ed slogans against the government, the United
States, and Israel, and against the government’s
decision. The protestors considered the approv-
al a violation of the national defence doctrine.

Hezbollah confirmed that the ratification is
“amajor sin of depriving Lebanon of its weapon

of resistance against the Israeli enemy and that
it will interact with it as if it does not exist.”

For its part, the Amal Movement demanded a
retraction and “correcting the course of events.”

Tensions rose in the country, especially after
the Shiite ministers withdrew from the second
cabinet session, not just because prime min-
ister refused to hold discussion and a vote on
the issue, but because his performance was no
longer acceptable. He acted as if he were the US
administration’s envoy to Lebanon.

Salam insisted on involving the armyina con-
frontation with Hezbollah after he was tasked
with “developing an implementation plan to be
presented to the cabinet before the 31st of this
month for discussion and approval.”

Salam ignored the views of a key component
of the country’s political elite. He even did not

take into account any observations by his min-
isters, overlooking Hezbollah and the Amal
Movement’s demands that the government
correct its course and return to Lebanese sol-
idarity.

It is worth noting that the Shiite alliance,
Hezbollah and the Amal Movement, participat-
ed in the session at the insistence of Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri, who considered “the cur-
rent situation as very sensitive that must be
dealt with positively” and that “full time must
be given for discussion and negotiation.”

Nevertheless, Salam and the enemies of the
resistance acted with the language of a victor
and tried to pass the order of the US envoy,
Thomas Barrack, as quickly as possible.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Voices of the voiceless: Slovaks call for justice against
Israel’s starvation and atrocities in Gaza

From page 1 » Yet, many West-
ern governments remain silent or
complicit, failing to take meaningful
action to halt what UN experts and
rights groups describe as ethnic
cleansing and genocide.

In Slovakia, public dissent has
grown increasingly visible. On
Thursday, the capital Bratislava
witnessed the powerful “March of
Empty Pots” a protest aimed at
drawing international attention to
the deliberate starvation imposed
on Gaza by Israel.

Among the demonstrators was
Lucia Hubinska, a university lectur-
er, activist, commentator, and pub-
licist, who spoke candidly about the
protest and the political climate in
Slovakia, as well as the broader im-
plications of Western complicity in
the Gaza crisis in an Interview with
the Tehran Times. She sheds light on
the growing solidarity movement,
the stark failures of political leader-
ship, and the moral imperatives that
demand action.

This is an excerpt from the inter-
view.

Could you share details about
the protest location and the route
of the march?

The protest was held in Bratisla-
va. It started in front of the National
Parliament, then we marched to the
House of the European Commission,
followed by the Presidential Palace,
and finally through the Old Town.

Can you explain the purpose bhe-
hind organizing The March of Emp-
ty Pots protest and what message
you hoped to convey?

The protest was called The March
of Empty Pots — a stark and haunt-
ing image that speaks not only to
the famine engulfing Gaza but also
to the hunger and human suffer-
ing in Yemen, Sudan, and beyond.
Each empty pot carried through the
streets was a reminder that famine
is never an accident — it is the prod-
uct of political choices, blockades,
and war.

We are painfully aware of what is
unfolding in Gaza: ethnic cleansing,
genocide, and deliberate starvation
used as a weapon against an entire
population. How can we, in good
conscience, allow this to happen be-
fore our eyes?

Yet our government has not once
condemned Israel’s actions. Instead,
they continue to shake hands with
Israeli leaders, sign trade deals, and
even sell them arms. This is not neu-
trality but complicity, and it makes us
part of the machinery enabling these
crimes. We say: not in our name.

-
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reflected public response to the
recent conflict in Gaza?

This was not the first protest — in
fact, it was the third March of Emp-
ty Pots in just the past three weeks.
Earlier in January, there was also a
demonstration in Bratislava, along
with several others before that in
solidarity with Gaza. More recently,
the group Unified for Peace orga-
nized a march opposing the EU’s
plan to increase military spending
to 5% of GDP — a move that stands
in stark contrast to urgent social
needs at home and humanitarian
crises abroad.

Awareness of these issues is
slowly growing, but in my view, we
are still far from exerting the kind
of pressure needed to compel our
government to act. Empty Pots
alone will not change policy — they
must be accompanied by sustained
public mobilization. We need more
protests, more grassroots initia-
tives, more solidarity, and yes, more
righteous public anger.

Has the Slovak government con-
demned Israel’s actions in Gaza
or taken any measures regarding
the conflict? Additionally, how do
politicians perceive the situation
in Gaza?”

Unfortunately, “no”. The politi-
cians and government have not ex-
pressed any condemnation. On the
contrary, it is staggering that, in the
face of one of the worst atrocities
unfolding today, there are still those
who deny the undeniable ongoing
genocide and deliberate starvation
in Gaza. Among them are politicians,
religious leaders, commentators,

The Slovak activist: Our politicians shake hands with Israeli leaders,
sign trade deals, and even sell them arms. We say: not in our name.

How have protests in Slovakia
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and academics who, instead of ac-

knowledging well-documented
crimes, flood the public sphere with
grotesque falsehoods.

Some claim, for example, that the
now-iconic photograph of a starv-
ing child in his mother’s arms was
a “hoax,” repeating Israeli propa-
ganda that the boy’s condition was
due to a genetic illness and that
Israel compassionately sent him to
Italy for treatment. In reality, Israel
obstructed his evacuation; only the
efforts of doctors, volunteers, and
independent journalists got him
out. Four-year-old Osama al-Ragab
weighed just nine kilos — a skeletal
shadow of a once-healthy child —
the result of months without food or
medicine.

Others push the equally obscene
claim that Gaza’s famine is nothing
but “Hamas propaganda” — lies
sometimes echoed even by religious
institutions, which have gone so far
as to publicly endorse Israeli military
actions. When faith-based organiza-
tions blur the line between promot-
ing religion and promoting the poli-
tics of a state engaged in apartheid
and war crimes, they damage them-
selves and fuel prejudice.

The playbook is always the same:
anyone who points to famine or
genocide — from the UN, UNICEF,
and the Red Cross to Médecins Sans
Frontieres and even lIsrael's own
leading human rights groups — is
smeared as a “Hamas supporter”
Meanwhile, famine deepens, entire
neighborhoods are reduced to rub-
ble, and children are shot in the head
or chest with impunity.

Some European governments are

beginning to act: Slovenia and the
Netherlands have sanctioned Israeli
ministers, and Slovenia has banned
all arms trade with Israel. In coun-
tries like Slovakia, however, lead-
ers block even symbolic measures,
clinging to silence and complicity.

Religious justifications are es-
pecially dangerous. Modern Israel
is not the “biblical promise” but a
political project built on occupation,
apartheid, and bloodshed. No scrip-
ture commands the slaughter of
children or the starvation of entire
communities. If we close our eyes to
this, how can we claim to act in the
name of faith? This is nothing but
fanaticism.

Israel's security cabinet has
approved a plan to take control
of Gaza City and extend “security
control” over the Palestinian ter-
ritory. What are the beliefs among
leaders in Slovakia about Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
warmongering in Gaza?

Netanyahu’s push to occupy Gaza
is mot about security - it's about
controlling the crime scene.

Zionist authorities are intent on
erasing evidence because they know
that if the world’s eyes gain full and
unrestricted access, Gaza will be re-
vealed as a vast landscape of atroc-
ities—a truth that would irreparably
damage Israel’s moral standing.

Western governments support
this agenda not simply out of com-
plicity but as active collaborators in
every crime committed. Losing con-
trol of Gaza would not only expose
Israel but could also deal a fatal blow
to Western imperial dominance.

Here in Slovakia, our leaders
echo the sentiment that, as a small
country, we cannot meaningfully
challenge the Western order. Mem-
bership in the EU and NATO is pre-
sented as a constraint that leaves
little room for true independence.
Yet there is a deep public desire for
genuine sovereignty—even neutral-
ity. Experience shows, however, that
within our current alliances, such
aspirations are difficult to realize.

But national courage is not mea-
sured by size. Slovenia, a nation half
our size, has demonstrated the polit-
ical will to take bold, principled action
on the global stage. This is not about
capacity—it is about resolve. Per-
haps it is time to break free from the
assumptions that have constrained
us for too long and use this moment
to redefine our position in the world
based on our own interests, values,
and moral responsibilities.

Lucia Hubinska: National courage is not measured in size. | believe
even as a small country we can take on big challenges
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Netanyahu’s Gaza plan sparks
widespread backlash

From page 1 » Meanwhile, opposition leader
Yair Lapid condemned the cabinet’s decision,
calling it a “disaster that will lead to more di-
sasters.”

He argued that, contrary to the military’s
position, “Ben Gvir and Smotrich dragged Ne-
tanyahu into a long-term operation that could
result in the deaths of hostages and many sol-
diers”

Lapid also warned that the move would cost
Israeli taxpayers tens of billions of shekels and
lead to a diplomatic collapse.

The Israeli political-security cabinet voted in
favor of Netanyahu's proposal, which includes
preparing Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) to
“take control” of Gaza City in the northern part
of the Strip.

The plan is based on five promises:

« The disarming of Hamas

« The return of all the captives

« The demilitarization of the Gaza Strip

« Israeli security control in the Gaza Strip

. The establishment of an alternative civil
administration that is neither Hamas nor the
Palestinian Authority

According to the regime’s Channel 12, an Is-
raeli official stated “the goal is to evacuate all
residents of Gaza City to camps in the central
and southern parts of the Strip, and other ar-

”

eas.

The official added that the planned operation
would involve a full military siege and the IOF’s
complete control over the city.

These steps are part of the regime’s broader
strategy to achieve what it calls the “defeat of
Hamas”. Northern Gaza has faced similar inva-
sions and blockades over the past 22 months
to eliminate the Palestinian resistance but ul-
timately failed.

Netanyahu's office issued a statement out-
lining the plan, but it left many questions un-
answered? such as the timeline or the number
of I0F troops involved amid reports the re-
gime’s soldiers are “exhausted”.

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz noted that
the statement avoided using the word “occu-
pation,” which carries legal implications re-
garding the treatment of civilians and the pro-
hibition on forced relocation. Instead, it used

the more ambiguous term “control”.

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinian resi-
dents, who had been forcibly relocated during
the genocide, are believed to be living in make-
shift camps inside Gaza City. They returned to
the north following a six-week ceasefire, which
the Israeli regime broke on 18 March, 2025.

A group representing friends and family
members of the remaining Israeli captives in
Gaza accused the Israeli government of sen-
tencing “the living hostages to death and the
fallen hostages to disappearance”

In a statement, it said: “The cabinet decision
to launch the process of occupying the [Gaza]
Strip is an official declaration of the abandon-
ment of the hostages, while completely ignor-
ing the repeated warnings by the military ech-
elon and the clear desire of most of the public
in Israel”

Hebrew newspaper Maariv reported orga-
nizations like Hamas “do not surrender. Such a
thing does not exist. It's not on their agenda;
Hamas has never and will never surrender”

It added, “You cannot defeat a movement
with a popular base at the press of a button.”

Also, the Hebrew newspaper Yedioth Ahro-
noth stated, “The decision by the political-se-
curity cabinet in favor of occupying Gaza - de-
spite opposition from Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir
- was met with discontent from the opposi-
tion. Leaders of parties outside the coalition
launched consecutive attacks on Netanyahu,
warning of endangering the hostages and Is-
raeli soldiers”

Hamas described the Israeli regime’s plan to
occupy Gaza City as a “new war crime”, warning
the operation would cost it “dearly”.

“The Zionist cabinet’s approval of plans to
occupy Gaza City and evacuate its residents
constitutes a new war crime that the occupa-
tion army intends to commit against the city.
We warn the criminal occupation that this
criminal adventure will cost it dearly and will
not be an easy journey”

Hamas also warned the occupation would
amount to “sacrificing” the hostages still being
held in the Palestinian territory.

The group said that the “decision to occu-
py Gaza confirmed” that Netanyahuand his
government “do not care about the fate of their
captives”.

Punishing civilians in Gaza has not yielded
strategic success for Israel: professor

TEHRAN - A political science professor ex-
plains why “Israel has not come close to ful-
filling its stated aim of eliminating Hamas”
despite two years of war in the Gaza Strip and
killing “five to ten percent of” its 2.2 million
population.

Robert A. Pape, director of the University of
Chicago Project on Security and Threats, says
despite  mammoth destructive enterprise”
Hamas still has significant appeal among Pal-
estinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

“It may be diminished as a military force, but
it can replenish its depleted ranks with new
recruits—indeed, by some accounts, it has
managed to bring in over 10,000 new fighters
since the war began,” Professor Pape wrote in
Foreign Affairs on August 7.

Following is an excerpt of the article titled
“The Unparalleled Devastation of Gaza™:

After nearly 700 days of war, the death toll
in Gaza has risen to extraordinary levels. Amid
heavy bombardment that has turned the ter-
ritory into a wasteland of rubble and stringent
blockades that have led to mass hunger and
even starvation, over 61,000 Palestinians have
died and over 145000 have been seriously
wounded.

But the true number of the war’s casualties
may far outstrip those figures, which do not
include the thousands of bodies that remain
under the rubble, the large number of dead that
could not arrive at morgues, and the excess
deaths from the destruction of infrastructure
and the ensuing disease, famine, and lack of
medical care. In February, the medical jour-
nal The Lancet published an extensive analysis
based on a wide variety of sources (includ-
ing obituaries) and estimated that the official
death toll underreported the direct war deaths
in Gaza by at least 41 percent and perhaps by
as much as 107 percent, while not accounting

at all for nontrauma-related deaths resulting
from the impact of Israeli military operations
on Gaza’s health services, food and water sup-
plies, and sanitation.

In sum, the authors of the study suggest-
ed that Israel’s campaign has caused at least
an additional 26,000 Palestinian deaths and
perhaps as many as over 120,000 additional
deaths, with the true death toll possibly up-
ward of 186,000. Taking that into account, as
of late July 2025, Israel’s war in Gaza has led
to the deaths of between five to ten percent of
the prewar population of about 2.2 million. This
represents an unprecedented slaughter. Isra-
el's campaign in Gaza is the most lethal case of
a Western democracy using the punishment of
civilians as a tactic of war.

Leaders and scholars have long assumed
that democracy offered a solution to the worst
pathologies of authoritarian states, especial-
ly the willingness of a government to subject
populations to coercion, cruelty, and violence.
Indeed, the United States and other Western
democracies, including Israel, have insisted
that democracy is crucial for the promotion of
fundamental human rights, individual pros-
perity, and a more peaceful world. For Israel,
a country that has long touted its democratic
bona fides, to violate core democratic norms in
such dramatic fashion cheapens the value of
democratic government itself.

Israel's defenders may insist that civilian
deaths are inevitable in a conflict against a bur-
rowed-in enemy. But it has been clear from Israeli
actions—including the targeting of children by
snipers, the relentless bombing of civilian infra-
structure and residences, and the blockade and
starvation of the civilian population—as well as
the rhetoric of numerous Israeli officials that Is-
rael’s war is not simply against Hamas but aimed
at all the residents of Gaza.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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8,000-year-old Tepe Sialk proposed for
UNESCO World Heritage listing

TEHRAN - Tepe Sialk, a ¢. 8,000-year-old ar-
chaeological site in Kashan, central Iran, has been
placed on Iran’s shortlist of potential UNESCO
World Heritage sites, an official said, as efforts to
resolve legal and conservation issues around the
site’s protected area gain momentum.

Amir Karamzadeh, director general of the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts De-
partment of Isfahan province, told Tehran Times
that following coordination between the Minis-
try of Transport and Urban Development, and
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, steps have
begun to free the site’s buffer zone to prepare
for international registration.

“Tepe Sialk is one of the most eligible prehis-
toric sites in the province for UNESCO’s tenta-
tive list” Karamzadeh said. He noted that the
site had been on a waiting list and is now un-
dergoing renewed evaluation.

The buffer zone around the mound(s), en-
compassing roughly 100 to 112 land parcels, has
seen a decades-long standstill on construction
activities due to heritage protections. “For more
than 35 years, building permits were halted to
protect the site, causing difficulties for resi-
dents and related authorities,” he said.

During a recent visit by the Minister of Cul-
tural Heritage to Kashan, an agreement was
reached with the Ministry of Transport and Ur-
ban Development to allocate alternative lands
to owners to facilitate legal clearance of the
protected area.

Karamzadeh said that while the ministry has
proposed one replacement site, some landown-
ers were reluctant to relocate there. “We have

asked the ministry to identify and offer new op-
tions. Our department is pursuing this through
high-level channels,” he added.

The official emphasized that the goal is to
legally resolve ownership issues and clear the
buffer zone to enable ongoing archaeological
work and support the UNESCO registration
process. Karamzadeh also reported that unau-
thorized construction and villa developments
within the buffer zone have been repeatedly
stopped and demolished through collaboration
with local heritage authorities. “Protection ef-
forts and legal cases against violators have
increased in recent years,” he said.

The Tepe Sialk site, which was previously
removed from the tentative UNESCO list due
to challenges related to buffer zone construc-
tions, is considered a strong candidate for fu-
ture nomination if legal matters are settled.

Karamzadeh explained that Iran must prior-
itize which sites to nominate each year due to
limited slots, but described Tepe Sialk as having
high archaeological value. “The site’s continu-
ous cultural layers date back to the 5th millen-
nium BCE,” he said.

He also mentioned a municipal project to es-
tablish an urban museum at the site. “The city
of Kashan is working on creating a museum,
and we aim to coordinate efforts to develop the
area as a vibrant cultural tourism hub,” he add-
ed. Tepe Sialk was first excavated in the 1930s
by French archaeologist Roman Ghirshman and
his wife Tania. The site consists of two main
mounds, northern and southern hills, each with
six layers representing successive ancient civi-
lizations.

Restoration of Arnaldo Pomodoro’s
3-ton bronze sphere underway in Tehran

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - Conservation work has begun on
a 3,000-kilogram bronze sculpture by the late
[talian artist Arnaldo Pomodoro at a museum in
northern Tehran.

The restoration project, launched two weeks
ago, is taking place at the Time Museum in Teh-
ran’s Zaferaniyeh district. The sculpture, known
as Sfera di Pomodoro, had previously been in-
stalled in Tehran’s Eram Park since 1978 and had
sustained various forms of environmental and
surface damage, according to Iranian heritage
experts.

Manijeh Hadian-Dehkordi, a conservation sci-
entist and faculty member at the Research In-
stitute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism, told the
Tehran Times that the restoration is expected to
take approximately 14 weeks.

“The sculpture had been exposed to years of
environmental degradation, including air pol-
lution and unprofessional cleaning efforts,” she
said.

Visitors to the Time Museum will be able to
observe the restoration process, which is being
conducted in a transparent, on-site conservation
workshop.

Hadian-Dehkordi said the bronze sphere, con-
structed from a copper alloy, is one of three Po-
modoro works in Iran. The largest of the three is
at the Time Museum.

The two other versions include a piece at the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art and a min-
jature, 30-centimeter model housed at Niavaran
Palace complex. A Pomodoro column sculpture is
also located at Niavaran.

The sphere, created in 1974 and transferred to
Iran in 1978, is part of a limited number of large-
scale Sphere within Sphere works by Pomodoro,
which are also on display at locations such as the
United Nations Headquarters in New York, UNE-
SCO’s Paris headquarters, and St. Peter’s Square
in Vatican City.

According to Hadian-Dehkordi, current conser-
vation efforts include damage documentation,

National Museum of Iran celebrates UNESCO inscription of
Khorramabad Valley Prehistoric Sites

TEHRAN - A ceremony marking the UNESCO
World Heritage inscription of the Prehistor-
ic Sites of Khorramabad Valley took place on
Tuesday at the National Museum of Iran.

Organized as the 871st session of the Bukha-
ra Magazine Nights series, the event drew a

large audience, including Professor Jalaleddin
Rafifar (Anthropologist, University of Tehran),
Dr. Mansour Ghorbani (President of the Geolog-
ical Society of Iran), heritage enthusiasts, and
numerous officials.

Session Secretary Ali Dehbashi opened the pro-

Exploitation of historical sites should be handed over to private sector: minister

TEHRAN—Minister of Cultural Heritage Reza
Salehi-Amiri emphasized the necessity of shed-
ding the management of historical sites to the
private sector and called this approach as an
effective alternative for reviving the national
heritage.

Speaking on the sidelines of his visit to Na-
seri Palace in Shahrestanak, Alborz province, on
Thursday, he announced that the restoration of
this Qajar building has reached 70 percent prog-
ress, ISNA reported.

Pointing to the importance of the private
sector in preserving and reviving the country’s
cultural heritage, he added, “Our experience in
management of cultural heritage has showed
that the government should not monopolize all
administrative affairs. Rather, it should hand
over the management and exploitation of the

historical sites to the private sector”

On restoration and recreation of Naseri Pal-
ace by the private investor, he said that this
complex which has been handed over a few
years ago, is now witnessing significant prog-
ress in its restoration thanks to the efforts of
the private sector. “This successful experience
confirms the definitive policy of the Fund for the
Restoration and Exploitation of Historical Sites,
which we have also announced and are pursuing
with seriousness.”

Appreciating the management of Alborz
province and the project’s investor, he said that
more than 70 percent of the restoration project
of this historic palace has been completed, and
three important steps remain to be completed,
including completing the infrastructure, equip-
ping the space with hotel facilities, and intro-

photogrammetry, and microstructural analysis.
“We've used thousands of images and 3D mod-
eling to assess the extent of damage,” she said.

Shiba Khadir, a metal conservation specialist
involved inthe project, said a detailed microscopic
analysis is being carried out to identify corrosion
patterns, micro-cracks, and surface degrada-
tion. “The most serious issues are discoloration
and superficial pollution, some of which resulted
from previous cleaning attempts,” Khadir said.

The conservation process will include surface
cleaning, stabilization using special resins, and
long-term preservation measures.

“For contemporary art like this, surface ap-
pearance matters. The Pomodoro Foundation has
requested that the sculpture be returned to its
original polished and reflective condition,” Had-
ian-Dehkordi said.

Khadir noted that materials for the restoration
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are being sourced based on recommendations
from the Pomodoro Foundation. “We are evalu-
ating whether we can procure suitable materials
locally or must rely on standard chemical treat-
ments commonly used in international conserva-
tion projects,” she said.

Mechanical techniques will be minimized to
avoid surface abrasion, she added.

“We are testing several cleaning agents pre-
viously used on similar artworks. If effective, we
will proceed with them; otherwise, we may re-
quest specialized materials from the Pomodoro
Foundation”

Pomodoro, born in 1926, is widely known for
his polished bronze sculptures that often feature
structural ruptures, revealing complex interiors.

His Sphere within Sphere works symbolize the
contrast between external perfection and inter-
nal complexity.
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NATIONAL IRANTAN SOUTH OILFIELDS COMPANY AHVAZ-IRAN
TENDER NO.: 08-38-0340005

The National Iranian South Oil Company (NISOC) is seeking to procure the specified goods listed in the table below through a Qualitative
Evaluation Call for conducting a public tender via the Government Electronic Procurement System (SETAD). All stages of the tender
process including the receipt of tender documents, submission of bidders’ proposals, and the opening of bid envelopes, shall be carried
out exclusively through the Government Electronic Procurement System (SETAD) portal at www.setadiran.ir Bidders who have not
previously registered must complete the registration process on the aforementioned portal and obtain an Electronic Signature certificate

Item

Material Description

POLYCRYSTALLINE DIAMOND COMPACT(PDC) 5-7/8 IN., DRILLING BIT SIZE AND TYPE AS SPECIFIED
LEVEL OF INSPECTION: 2 (L.O.1.: 2) API SPEC 7-1/ISO 10424-1 SHOULD BE DIE STAMPED ON THE TOP OF
THE BIT 5-7/8 X 3-1/2 IN. STR445XL,, HUGHES

NOZZLES SIZE 4-1/8 IN. 14/32 IN. & 15/32 IN. & 16/32 IN.

Vendors who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders are requested to send their” Intention To Participate“ letter via fax to the following
number along with their resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no. 1, available at: www.setadiran.ir, not later than14 days
after the second announcement, otherwise, their requests for participation in the tender will be disregarded.

The applicants should have relevant background in supplying the required goods and capability to provide and submit a bid bond of
16,399/15 EURO or 12,686,150,000 RIAL, in favor of NISOC.

ONLY ACCEPTABLE DELIVERY TERM IS CFR, BANDAR IMAM KHOMEINI, IRAN PAYMENT TERM IS C.A.D., SUBSEQUENT TO NISOC’S

MATERIAL APPROVAL.

L)

FOREIGN PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
Bldg. No. 104, Material Procurement Management Complex
Kouy-e-Fadaeian Islam (New Site), Ahvaz, Iran Tel. No.: 06134 12 4644 FaxNo.: 06134457437
Public Relations www.shana.ir www.nisoc.ir http://iets.mporg.ir
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UNICEF provides Iran with PCV,

Pentavalent vacc

TEHRAN - The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), in co-
operation with the Ministry of
Health, has delivered two ship-
ments of vaccines, including the
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine
(PCV) and the Pentavalent vac-
cine, to immunize approximately
1.5 million children across the
country against deadly diseases.

The latest batch of PCV vac-
cines—200,250 vials—arrived in
Iran on July 30, 2025. This follows
an earlier shipment in April that
included PCV and the Rotavirus
vaccine, the UNICEF website an-
nounced in a press release on
August 6.

These efforts were made
possible with support from the
Global Alliance for Vaccines and
Immunization (GAVI Alliance), a
global organization that helps
improve access to vaccines in
low- and middle-income coun-
tries.

On August 3, another major
shipment landed: 465,000 doses
of the Pentavalent vaccine.

The PCV vaccine was added
to Iran’s national immunization
schedule in 2024. It protects
young children from dangerous
illnesses like pneumonia, men-
ingitis, and blood infections—
diseases caused by the Strep-
tococcus pneumoniae bacteria.
Pneumonia remains one of the
top Kkillers of children under five
worldwide, so getting this vac-
cine to infants is a life-saving

step.

The Pentavalent vaccine offers
protection against five serious
diseases in one shot: diphtheria,
tetanus, whooping cough, hepa-
titis B, and Hib. It's usually given
to babies in their first year, as
part of their regular vaccination
schedule.

UNICEF is also working hard to
make sure these vaccines stay
effective from the moment they
arrive in the country to when
they’re given to each child.

That means supporting cold
chain  systems—like walk-in
refrigerators  and  special-
ly-equipped delivery trucks—to
keep vaccines at the right tem-
perature. UNICEF also trains
health workers and provides
technical support to make sure
vaccines are handled safely and
according to international stan-
dards.

And another shipment of the

I

Rotavirus vaccine is expected
soon, expanding protection even
further for children across Iran.

With every delivery, UNICEF is
helping make sure every child in
Iran has a fair chance at a healthy
startin life.

In March 2024, UNICEF support-
ed the delivery of 564,000 doses
of PCV for the prevention of pneu-
mococcal-related infections and
deaths among children in Iran.

The consignment was the first
shipment of PCV to the country,
using Iran’s financial resources
left over from the procurement
of COVID-19 vaccines, and de-
livered in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health and Medical
Education of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, through UNICEF procure-
ment services.

The shipment arrived from In-
dia and landed at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini International Airport
on March 17.

National immunization program

In May, the health ministry
started distributing domesti-
cally made pentavalent vaccines
across the country.

“So far, about 800,000 units of
the vaccine have been developed,
and this number is expected to
reach 1.2 million units in the next
2 to 3 days,” IRNA quoted Mehdi
Pir-salehi, head of the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) as
saying on May 5.

The pentavalent vaccine was
integrated into the national vac-
cination programme in November
20714. According to the national
vaccination program, each child
must receive the pentavalent
vaccine 3 times at intervals of 2
months. The first is usually at the
end of the second month of life.

The vaccination program to
combat pneumococcal and ro-
tavirus kicked off in the country
in February 2024 after being
missed from the immunization
schedule for a decade.

According to the deputy health
minister, Alireza Raeisi, children
can get free pneumococcal and
rotavirus vaccinations in all med-
ical centers across the country.

Pneumococcal vaccine can be
injected when babies are 2, 4, and
12 months old; babies can get
three doses of rotavirus vaccine
at the 2nd, 4th, and 6th months
of life. The vaccine is adminis-
tered by putting drops in the
child’s mouth.

ines for children

Iran’s startup ecosystem flourishing despite sanctions

TEHRAN - Despite unilateral sanctions,
Iran’s startup ecosystem has successfully
thrived since the 2010s, with the country be-
ing home to more than 6,000 startups across
diverse sectors, ranging from financial ser-
vices to agricultural technology.

In the shadow of sanctions and economic
headwinds, Iran is building one of West Asia’s
most structured national innovation ecosys-
tems, banking on a science- and technolo-
gy-led economy to drive long-term resilience
and self-reliance, Press TV reported.

At the heart of this ecosystem are Iran’s
knowledge-based companies aimed at re-
ducing the country’s reliance on oil and im-
ported technology. With over 4,500 officially
registered, these entities function as strate-
gic policy tools.

They aim to close the persistent divide be-
tween Iran’s impressive academic output—
ranked among the world’s top 15 in scientific
publications—and real-world commercial
innovation.

These companies focus on critical and
strategic technologies, from pharmaceuti-
cals and nanotechnology to aerospace and
information and communication technology
(ICT), often developing indigenous alterna-
tives to foreign tech.

Iran’s Vice-Presidency for Science and
Technology has led this shift by providing fi-

Iranian knowledge-based

nancial, legal, and research support to build a
local tech economy. Over the past decade, it
has introduced policies like tax breaks, ven-
ture capital, IP protection, and export sup-
port to help entrepreneurs grow.

The country hosts more than 45 Science
and Technology Parks, 600 Innovation and
Growth Centers, and numerous Innovation
Factories—dynamic hubs where startups,
investors, accelerators, and R&D labs come
together to fuel innovation and growth.

The Pardis Technology Park, east of Tehran,
is the crown jewel, billing itself as the “Silicon
Valley of the Islamic World.” These parks offer
infrastructure, legal support, and preferen-
tial taxation for high-tech firms, often co-lo-
cated with universities.

The flagship Azadi Innovation Factory in
Tehran is already the largest of its kind in
West Asia.

These facilities aim to solve one of Iran’s
fundamental challenges: commercializing
academic research. While Iran ranks among
the top 15 countries globally in scientific
publications, turning that output into mar-
ket-ready products has historically been a
weak link.

Capital remains a major bottleneck; al-
though Iran’s domestic venture capital sector
is expanding, international funding is still
largely inaccessible. To address this gap, the
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firms in Iraqi medical

exhibition

TEHRAN - Iranian knowledge-based companies will attend an
exhibition of medical, laboratory, pharmaceutical, and dental equip-

ment in Baghdad, Irag.

The third edition of the four-day exhibition will be held from Sep-

tember 10 to 13, ISNA reported.

On the sidelines of this exhibition, a pavilion of Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies will be set up with the support of the In-
novation and Prosperity Fund, and these companies will be able to

present their products and capabilities.

government-backed Innovation and Pros-
perity Fund has become the country’s leading
source of risk investment.

A small number of emerging private ven-
ture capital (VC) funds have begun backing
early-stage startups, particularly in financial
technology innovations, online commerce,
and sustainable clean energy solutions, al-
though overall deal volumes remain relative-
ly modest.

Limitations in financial infrastructure,
particularly Iran’s lack of access to the glob-
al banking communication network SWIFT,
significantly restrict Iranian startups from
expanding regionally or internationally.

One of the most valuable assets in Iran’s
innovation push is its STEM talent pool. Each
year, thousands of engineers and scientists
graduate from top universities. To retain them,
the state has ramped up support through bod-
ies like the National Elites Foundation and the
Scientific Elites Federation, offering housing,
grants, and research stipends.

To overcome infrastructure challenges,
the Strategic Technologies Laboratory Net-
work enables researchers and startups to
share access to advanced lab equipment—an
essential resource in a sanctions-affected
economy where importing sophisticated ma-
chinery is frequently restricted.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Straight Truth

A look at Iran’s achievements in COP15

TEHRAN - Attending the 15th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands, the Iranian delegation
achieved notable accomplishments, reinforcing
the country’s international position in the envi-
ronmental sector, particularly in wetland conser-
vation.

COP15 to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
was held from July 23 to 31 in Victoria Falls City,
Zimbabwe. It was held under the theme “Pro-
tecting Wetlands for our Common Future.” COP15
adopted a new strategic plan for 2025-2034, the
Convention’s fifth action plan.

Being appointed to represent the South and
West Asia region on the Ramsar Convention
Standing Committee was the most significant
achievement of the country.

It will contribute to strengthening the country’s
regional role in environmental decision-making.

The committee includes representatives from
18 countries selected from different geographi-
cal regions of the world, the host country of the
upcoming Convention meeting, as well as partner
international organizations such as the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
and Wetlands International.

Iran will play a key role in intersessional deci-
sion-making, monitoring the performance of the
Ramsar Secretariat, managing financial resourc-
es, and developing draft resolutions for future
meetings.

Iran was elected as the Vice-Chair for the COP15
by the Standing Committee of the Convention on
Wetlands. More importantly, the country will serve
as the Co-Chair of the Strategic Plan Working
Group for 2025 2034, play-

zerland. The Award for Young Wetland Champions
was established to acknowledge and celebrate ex-
emplary efforts of an individual or group of young
people aged between 18 and 30 years for their
contributions to the conservation, wise use, and
restoration of wetlands.

On the sidelines of the event, the Iranian dele-
gation, led by Ahmad-Reza Lahijanzadeh, deputy
for Marine and Wetlands at the Department of En-
vironment, held a meeting with Musonda Mumba,
the Secretary General of the Convention on Wet-
lands.

During the meeting, the officials discussed
the significance of preserving wetlands, partic-
ularly Hamoun, a transhoundary wetland on the
Iran-Afghan border, and Hour al-Azim wetland, an
important wetland on the border of Iran and Iraq,
which has been affected by recent fires and the
12-day imposed war by Israel on Iran.

The official also held meetings with delegations
from Zimbabwe, Oman, and China.

Evelyn Ndlovu, Minister of Environment, Cli-
mate, and Wildlife of Zim-
babwe, in a meeting with

ing a key role in shaping the
future of the Ramsar Con-
vention.

The Strategic Plan Work-
ing Group is responsible for
drafting the new Strategic
Plan, which will outline the
key goals, targets, and ac-

Iran was elected as
the Vice-Chair for the
COP15 by the Standing
Committee of the
Convention on Wetlands. who is also COP15 President,

Lahijanzadeh, called for the
promotion of joint efforts
between the two countries.
Highlighting  Zimbabwe’s
extensive experiences in
wildlife conservation, Ndlovu,

proposed to develop col-

tions for the Ramsar Conven-
tion over the next decade.

Recognizing successful activities and measures
of the Ramsar Regional Center for West and Central
Asia, based in Iran, the Ramsar Convention Secre-
tariat renewed the center’s mandate for three more
years, reaffirming its support for the center.

On the first day of COP15 of the Ramsar Conven-
tion on Wetlands, the three Iranian cities, including
Babol in northern Mazandaran province, Kiashahr
in northern Gilan province, and Gandoman in
southwestern Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari province,
received wetland city accreditation certificates.

The country has also become a member of the
Independent Advisory Committee (IAC). The com-
mittee plays a key role in evaluating and recom-
mending cities for accreditation as Wetland Cities.

Moreover, Iman Ebrahimi, the founder and CEO
of AvayeBoom Bird Conservation Association, the
first bird conservation NGO in central Iran, re-
ceived the Ramsar Wetland Conservation Award
for Young Wetland Champions.

The achievement was announced at the 64th
meeting of the Standing Committee of the Ram-
sar Convention, which was held from January 20
to 24, at Secretariat headquarters in Gland, Swit-
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laborative efforts on water
management and the preservation of the Asiatic
cheetah through sharing scientific and practical
expertise.

For his part, Lahijanzadeh welcomed the pro-
posal on behalf of the DOE, while elaborating on
the country’s environmental measures.

The two officials agreed to sign a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) and put it on the top
agenda of the two organizations, subsequently.

In separate meetings with Omani and Chinese
delegations, the officials discussed oil pollution,
ship ballast water discharge, mangrove forest
restoration, wetland monitoring, biodiversity con-
servation, and green investment. They also agreed
to sign a memorandum of understanding to boost
cooperation in dealing with the mentioned issues.

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands was signed
in the city of Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. This intergovern-
mental treaty provides the framework for interna-
tional cooperation on wetland conservation. The
convention officially came into force in 1975.

Since then, many countries have become Con-
tracting Parties to the convention. Saudi Arabia is
the 173rd one.

Arbaeen pilgrims on way to Karbala

People from all walks of life are on the way to Karbala, Irag, to commemorate Arbaeen - the
end of a 40-day mourning period for the martyrdom of Imam Hossein (AS).

This year, Arbaeen falls on August 14. Along the way, locals provide free food, drinks, lodg-
ing, and medical services, showcasing remarkable generosity and solidarity.
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One can purchase the world with contentment and live in
happiness with benevolence.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times ? Noon:12:10 Evening: 19:23  Dawn: 3:42 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 5:17 (tomorrow)

What’s in Tehran art galleries

Painting
* A collection of paintings by Samaneh Garousi is on view
in an exhibition at Homa Gallery.

The exhibition named “Violet City’s Carnival” will be run-
ning until August 19 at the gallery located at No. 8, Fourth
Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.
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* A collection of calligraphy works by Omid Haseltalab is

on view in an exhibition at Adapa Gallery.

Titled “Biogenics”, the exhibition will run until August 29
at the gallery located at No. 5, Sumesara Alley, Sazesh St
Vali-e Asr Square.

* Ev Gallery is hosting an exhibition of paintings by Navid
Nedai.

The exhibit named “Body and Placelessness” will be run-

* An exhibition of paintings by Nastaran Kamali is current-
ly on view in an exhibition at Dena Gallery.

The exhibition will run until August 22 at the gallery that
can be found at 4 Sussan Alley off Qarani St.
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GALLERY

* Tehran’s CAMA - Contemporary and Modern Art Gallery
is playing host to an exhibition of paintings by Sepideh Sa-
= bet.

The exhibit titled “Near but Far” will be running until Au-
gust 13 at the gallery located at No. 44, 10th Golestan, Pas-
daran St.

* Paintings by Mahboubeh Fat’hi are currently on view in
an exhibition at Vaali Gallery.

The exhibit named “Paddy Field” will continue until August
26 at the gallery located at 72 Khoddami St., Vanak Sq.
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Zahra Norouzi ‘The Televisions’
Painting and Installation Solo Exhibition

* A collection of paintings by Zahra Norouzi is on view in an
exhibition at Vista Gallery.

The exhibit named “The Televisions” will run until August
18 at the gallery located at No. 11, 12th Alley, Mir Emad St.
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Photo

* Shirin Gallery is hosting an exhibition of photos by a
number of photographers including Fatemeh Ebrahimi, Zah-
ra Bakhshi, Ehsan Orangi, Sheida Saffari and Mohsen Rezai.

The exhibit will run until August 26 at the gallery located
at No. 5, 13th St., Karim Khan Ave.
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B * Photos by Shaqayeq Saeidi are on display in an exhibition
at Sheidai Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “She Is the Sound of the Solitary” will

continue until August 22 at the gallery located at 149 Bahar
Shiraz Square near Hafte Tir Square.

Iran’s nominee for IBBY iRead
award revealed

TEHRAN- The Children’s Book
Council of Iran has revealed the
country’s candidate for the 2026
IBBY-iRead Outstanding Reading
Promoter Award.

Ali-Asghar Seyyedabadi, an Ira-
nian advocate for reading and a
researcher in children’s literature,
has been nominated for this es-
teemed honor, IRNA reported on
Friday.

The IBBY-iRead Outstanding
Reading Promoter Award is pre-
sented at the IBBY Congress, which
will be held from July 5to 9, 2026 in
Guadalajara, Mexico.

Seyyedabadi is a writer, reading
promoter, and researcher in chil-
dren’s and young adult literature.

Throughout his more than 35
years of work, in any position and
with any title, he has always pur-
sued reading as a social action and
activity. He has strived to promote
libraries as safe havens and volun-
tary reading as a means of resil-
ience and resistance, especially in
challenging social conditions.

The first book by Seyyedabadi
for children was published in 1996.
In the following years, he regular-
ly focused on writing for children
and young adults, and today about
70 books have been published by
him. Some of his books are about
theoretical topics in children’s and
young adult literature.

He transformed his individual ac-
tivities in promoting reading into in-
stitutionaland group activities about
20 years ago, which led to the estab-
lishment of some reading promotion
institutions in Iran.

He also implemented ambitious
projects that had a significant im-

BbY-iRead

OUTSTANDING READING
PROMOTER AWARD

pact on the expansion of reading
throughout Iran.

In 2014, he started innovative
initiatives to promote reading
throughout Iran, which resulted in
the formation of large-scale read-
ing promotion movements involv-
ing non-governmental and civil
institutions, government agencies,
and public institutions in cities and
villages across Iran.

During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, these initiatives became one of
the effective networks connecting
children, young adults, and book
promoters.

These activities engaged 180 cit-
ies and 1,400 villages in Iran, lead-
ing to the establishment of over
17,000 reading clubs in cities and
villages, and 40,000 reading clubs
in preschools throughout Iran.

The Children’s Book Council

of Iran has previously nominat-
ed Seyyedabadi for the 2024 IB-
BY-iRead Outstanding Reading
Promoter Award.

The IBBY-iRead Outstanding
Reading Promoter Award has been
established by the Shenzhen iRead
Foundation and IBBY (International
Board on Books for Young People)
to encourage a real commitment to
the cause of reading promotion in
the hope of spreading this dedica-
tion to others around the globe.

The IBBY-iRead Award jury se-
lects two winners every year. The
two winners each receive 200,000
RMB Yuan and, in addition, 150,000
RMB Yuan is given to a non-profit
children’s reading promotion proj-
ect of their choice.

Swedish-Dutch author Marit
Torngvist and Chinese educator
Zhu Yongxin won the 2020 IB-

- -—;
BY-iRead Outstanding Reading
Promoter Award.

The two winners of the 2024
IBBY-iRead Outstanding Reading
Promoter Award were Basarat
Kazim from Pakistan, nominated
by IBBY Pakistan, and Irene Vasco
from Colombia, nominated by IBBY
Canada.

The IBBY-Asahi Reading Pro-
motion Award is given biennially
to one group or institution whose
outstanding activities are judged
to be making a lasting contribution
to reading promotion programs for
children and young people.

The Award was established in

1986 and is sponsored by the Asahi
Shimbun newspaper.

The prize of $10,000 and a diplo-
ma are presented to the winning
project at the biennial IBBY Con-
gress.

IAF shows Peter Jackson’s “The Hobbit:
The Desolation of Smaug”

TEHRAN - Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) in Tehran
screened “The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug,”
a 2013 epic fantasy adventure film directed by
Peter Jackson, on Friday.

Screened at the Nasseri Hall of the IAF the
180-minute film was shown with Persian subti-
tles, Mehr reported.

Themovieis based on the 1937 novel “The Hob-
bit” by J. R. R. Tolkien and a sequel to 2012’s “The
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey”. It is the second
instalment in The Hobbit trilogy, acting as a pre-
quel to Jackson's “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy.

The film follows the titular character Bilbo
Baggins as he continues to accompany Thorin
Oakenshield and his fellow dwarves on a quest
to reclaim the Lonely Mountain from the drag-
on Smaug. Pursuing them are the vengeful orcs
Azog the Defiler and his son Bolg, while Gandalf
the Grey investigates the return of a long-forgot-
ten evil force in the ruins of Dol Guldur.

The ensemble cast includes lan McKellen, Mar-
tin Freeman, Richard Armitage, Benedict Cum-
berbatch, Evangeline Lilly, Lee Pace, Luke Evans,
Ken Stott, James Nesbitt, and Orlando Bloom.

John R. R. Tolkien (1892-1973) was an English
writer and philologist, known for his high fantasy

works “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings”.

After Tolkien’s death, his son Christopher pub-
lished a series of works based on his father’s
extensive notes and unpublished manuscripts,
including “The Silmarillion”. These, together with
“The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings,” form
a connected body of tales, poems, fictional his-
tories, invented languages, and literary essays
about a fantasy world called Arda and, within it,
Middle-earth. Between 1951and 1955, Tolkien ap-
plied the term legendarium to the larger part of
these writings.

While many other authors had published works
of fantasy before Tolkien, the tremendous suc-
cess of “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the Rings”
ignited a profound interest in the fantasy genre
and ultimately precipitated an avalanche of new
fantasy books and authors.

As a result, he has been popularly identified
as the “father” of modern fantasy literature and
is widely regarded as one of the most influential
authors of all time.

Peter Jackson, 63, is a New Zealand filmmak-
er. He is best known as the director, writer, and
producer of the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy (2001-
2003) and the “Hobbit” trilogy (2012-2014). He is
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the fourth-highest-grossing film director of all-
time, with his films having made over $6.5 billion
worldwide.

Jackson has been awarded three Academy
Awards for “The Lord of the Rings: The Return
of the King” (2003), including Best Picture, Best
Director, and Best Adapted Screenplay. His oth-
er awards include three BAFTAs, a Golden Globe,
two Primetime Emmy Awards, and four Saturn
Awards, among others.

John Steinbeck’s collection of short fiction

TEHRAN - The Persian translation of “The
Long Valley,” a collection of short fiction by John
Steinbeck, has been released in the bookstores
across lran.

Veteran Iranian translator Asadollah Amraei
has translated the book and Ofoq Publishing
House has published it in 192 pages, Honaron-
line reported.

Most of the stories appeared originally in
literary periodicals, and were first collected by
Viking Press in 1938.

Ranked among Steinbeck’s “finest and best-
known” fiction, these are among the most fre-
quently anthologized of Steinbeck’s stories,
widely read by university undergraduates and
high school students.

Among the stories, “The Murder” and “The
Promise” were selected for the O. Henry Prize
anthology for short fiction in 1934 and 1938, re-
spectively.

This volume of stories collected with the
encouragement of his longtime editor Pascal
Covici serves as a wonderful introduction to the
work of Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck.

published in Persian
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Set in the beautiful Salinas Valley of California,
where simple people farm the land and strug-
gle to find a place for themselves in the world,
these stories reflect Steinbeck’s characteristic
interests: the tensions between town and coun-
try, laborers and owners, past and present. In-
cluded here are the O. Henry Prize-winning story
“The Murder”; “The Chrysanthemums,” perhaps
Steinbeck’s most challenging story, both per-
sonally and artistically; “Flight,” “The Snake,
“The White Quail,” and the classic tales of “The
Red Pony”’

John Steinbeck (1902-1968) was an American
writer. He won the 1962 Nobel Prize in Literature
“for his realistic and imaginative writings, com-
bining as they do sympathetic humor and keen
social perception”. He has been called “a giant of
American letters”.

During his writing career, he authored 33
books, with one book coauthored alongside Ed-
ward Ricketts, including 16 novels, six non-fic-
tion books, and two collections of short stories.
He is widely known for the comic novels “Tortilla
Flat” (1935) and “Cannery Row” (1945), the mul-
tigeneration epic “East of Eden” (1952), and the
novellas “The Red Pony” (1933) and “Of Mice and
Men” (1937). The Pulitzer Prize-winning “The
Grapes of Wrath” (1939) is considered Stein-
beck’s masterpiece and part of the American
literary canon.

Much of Steinbeck’s work employs settings
in his native central California, particularly
in the Salinas Valley and the California Coast
Ranges region. His works frequently explored
the themes of fate and injustice, especially as
applied to downtrodden or everyman protago-
nists.



