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President
denounces
Western double
standards’
during China
visit

Ina CCTV interview,
Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian criticized the
West's “double standards
citing unfair IAEA scrutiny.
He affirmed Iran’s
commitment to cooperation
only under fair, unbiased
frameworks. While
dedicated to peace, he
stressed Iran’s self-defense
capability against Israeli
aggression. He called for
global governance reform
to counter unilateralism
and urged solidarity with

China against unwarranted
sanctions.
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Iranian president Masoud Pezeshkian (L) shakes hands with Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping ahead of a meeting in Beijing on September 1, 2025.

BRICS Summer School
opens with calls for
alternative narratives

By Lucia Hubinska

JOHANNESBURG - The first day of the
BRICS Summer School unfolded with a sense
of urgency in the city of Johannesburg in
South Africa. Scholars and young leaders
from across the Global South gathered to
discuss alternative narratives in international
relations, the deepening of intra-BRICS
cooperation, and the role of youth in shaping
the future of this rapidly evolving bloc.

The timing could hardly be more
symbolic. As the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Summit took place in
Tianjin — another forum for non-Western
cooperation — the BRICS Summer School
highlighted the growing momentum of
multipolar institutions that seek to balance
the inequities of the current world order.

Over 250 media
outlets unite as

Israel makes Gaza’s
Journalists its frontline
targets

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN - On September 1, more than 250
news outlets in over 70 countries staged a
coordinated blackout—blank front pages,
darkened homepages, and interrupted
broadcasts—in an unprecedented act of solidarity.

Organized by Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) with Avaaz and the International
Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the protest
carried a stark warning: Israel’s war on Gaza
is also a war on journalism.

RSF's director general Thibaut Bruttin put

it bluntly: “At the rate journalists are being
killed in Gaza by the Israeli army,
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Israeli vehicles struck
in Gaza City

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN — The Palestinian resistance
continues its operations against the Israeli
occupation’s infantry trying to invade Gaza
City via the Zeitoun neighborhood.

Al-Qassam Brigades announced that its
fighters struck an Israeli occupation Merkava
tank and a D9 armored bulldozer using a
Yassin-105 missile and a Shawaz explosive
device.

The attacks took place on Street 8 in
the southwestern part of the Zeitoun
neighborhood in southern Gaza City.

In a statement, Hamas’ armed wing
confirmed the strike, stating that the attack
took place during an attempted incursion
by the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) near
Zeitoun.

Lebanon’s future, one
year after the US-led
Israeli aggression

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT - Writing in The Telegraph,
former U.S. National Security Advisor
John Bolton has said “Hezbollah shows no
signs of giving up. And, for well or ill, the
UN'’s longstanding Lebanon peacekeeping
mission, UNIFIL, has such a tarnished
reputation for ineffectiveness that its
mandate will be ended at the end of 2026

Bolton claimed, “Lebanon’s government
thus faces an arduous task to end
Hezbollah's military capabilities and
prevent Iran’s continuing financial and
other support. That task is likely impossible
without outside help.”

Negligent JCPOA
parties cannot accuse
Tehran of inaction:
Iran foreign ministry

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry has reject-
ed claims that Tehran failed to meet its com-
mitments under the 2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA),
saying the parties that neglected their obliga-
tions have no right to accuse Iran of inaction.

Speaking at a press briefing on Monday, For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei
said: “Iran is being accused of failing to fulfill its
JCPOA obligations, but those who have been neg-
ligent in implementing the agreement cannot,
under any circumstances, blame Iran”» Page 2

Iran denounces
Arab states’ claim to
Persian Gulf Islands,
Arash gas field

TEHRAN - Iran has strongly reiterated its
sovereignty over the three Persian Gulf is-
lands—Abu Musa, Greater Tunb, and Lesser
Tunb—its rights to the Arash gas field, and
the peaceful nature of its nuclear program,
responding to recent claims by the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

In a statement on Tuesday, the Iranian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs rejected “hackneyed
and legally baseless” assertions by the GCC
regarding the islands. The statement came
after GCC foreign ministers issued a declara-
tion on Monday in Kuwait, claiming that the
islands belong to the United Arab Emirates.

Iran called the islands “inseparable parts
of its territorial territory,” emphasizing that
repeated claims would not alter the “geo-
graphical, » Page 2

Viet Nam -

80 years

of journey
for national

independence, peace,

and development

By Nguyen Luong Ngoc
Vietnamese ambassador to Iran

TEHRAN- In recent days, the entire nation
of Viet Nam is joyfully celebrating the 80th
anniversary of National Day (September 2nd,
1945 — September 2nd, 2025). On this occa-
sion, the Embassy of the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam in the Islamic Republic of Iran re-
spectfully presents to our Iranian friends an
overview of the 80-year journey of struggle
for independence, safeguarding of peace,
and the process of nation-building and de-
velopment of Viet Nam. » Page 4

US strategy in
Venezuela stirs
regional alarm,
echoes Bolton’s coup
revelations

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The recent deployment of
United States military forces in the waters
off Venezuela has reignited concemns over
Washington's long history of interventions
and regime-change policies in Latin America
and the Caribbean. The move comes amid US
claims that the deployment is intended to
combat threats from regional drug cartels.

According to the Associated Press, citing
a defense official who requested anonymity,
three American amphibious assault ships
— carrying over 4,000 sailors and Marines —
are scheduled to enter the region this week.
» Page 5



POLITICS

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

Straight Truth

TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

Iran’s diplomatic power after the war

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed
President Masoud Pezeshkian’s presence at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Summit in Tianjin and wrote: The presence
of the Iranian president in the SCO summit
is more important than others in many re-
spects.

The importance of the event is that while
the Chinese president hosts a significant
number of heads of state in the two-day
summit, Pezeshkian reaffirms Iran’s position
in the intensive program of heads of state
and sideline meetings. This reminds us of
the fact that Iran is an actor that cannot be
ignored and its presence in the international
arena carries a significant weight and pres-
tige. Perhaps the most prominent aspect of
this trip is the president’s participation at a
major international summit after the 12-day
Iran-Israel war.

This event is taking place in a situation
where some Western and regional media
outlets are trying to present a weak image of
Iran. However, Iran’s active presence among
prominent Eurasian leaders, by redefining
the country’s power, shows that Iran still
has the capacity to influence regional and
trans-regional equations. This move is both
a stabilization of the diplomatic position and
a reflection of the relative stability of Iran’s
foreign policy after the crisis.

Kayhan: An important presence along-
side regional powers

Kayhan discussed Iran’s presence at the
Shanghai Summit by seeking the views of
Hooman Peymani, an expert on regional se-
curity issues. He said: The Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization was formed primarily
to counter the expansion of Western influ-
ence in Central Asia and Eurasia. Within this
framework, Iran’s membership in the bloc
has so far been more symbolic than opera-
tional.

However, Iran’s presence has not been
useless, and this membership could pave
the way for a more prominent presence in
the economic and security arenas, especially
in the context of the recent activation of the
snapback mechanism (against Iran by the
European troika). Even if the snapback mech-
anism returns (UN) sanctions the situation
will be different from the past. Today, there
is no global consensus on sanctions against
Iran. Many countries, even US. allies, are
under pressure from Washington’s policies.
China and Russia, that themselves are facing
Western sanctions, have a very strong in-
centive to counter the snapback mechanism
and reassert their own positions. Powerful

Shanghai members such as Russia and China
may be more inclined to support Iran outside
the organization because they see a threat to
Iran as a threat to themselves.

Khorasan: Importance of aligning with
China’s interests

In an article, Khorasan discussed the im-
portance of aligning Iran’s interests with Chi-
na. It wrote: China’s current policy towards
the current conflict between Iran and Israel
is “profit-oriented neutrality”, verbal opposi-
tion to attacks, repeated emphasis on cease-
fires and humanitarian support, protection
of energy and financial arteries, and rapid
regulation of oil flows.

This framework has a clear message: China
remains a risk manager and does not become
an actor on the battlefield. At least in the
current timeframe, Beijing’s support for Teh-
ran cannot be expected, but rather the focus
should be on aligning China’s interests with
regional stability in a more effective way.
Also, using China’s mediation capacity in the
form of limited military-security talks could
be a viable policy based on Iran’s national in-
terests. If China’s interests outweigh its costs
in supporting Iran, Beijing’s profit-oriented
neutrality will work in Tehran’s favor without
expecting it to stand by Iran as a wartime ally.

Ham Mihan: Activation of snapback and
impact on oil sale

In an interview with Masoud Hashemian,
an expert in strategic energy management,
Ham Mihan examined the impact of snap-
back sanctions on Iran’s oil sales. He said:
Snapback has no effect on our oil sales at the
moment and only has a psychological effect.
The US. and Israel are seeking a consensus
against Iran. Since the U.S. withdrew from the
JCPOA, the Europeans have also practically
withdrawn from the JCPOA.

The Americans tightened sanctions on us
and are tightening them every day, which has
caused us not to have a normal trade sys-
tem with the h world in any field. However,
the National Iranian Oil Company has always
found solutions, and basically, the sanctions
have not affected Iran’s oil sales.

Of course, it would have been better if we
had conducted these exchanges based on the
smooth international trade exchanges. How-
ever, we have mastered this kind of sales and
know the ways to evade the sanctions. This
is also true for the export of petrochemicals.
However, it is unlikely that there will be any
changes in the commercial and transporta-
tion systems in the oil and energy sectors
based on the snapback.

Iran denounces Arab states’ claim to
Persian Gulf Islands, Arash gas field

From page 1 » historical, and legal reali-
ties” that underpin Iranian sovereignty. Teh-
ran warned that it would take all necessary
measures to ensure the security of the is-
lands and protect its national interests in the
region.

The trio of islands has historically been
part of Iran, a fact supported by extensive
historical, legal, and geographical records.
While the islands were under British control
from 1921, Iran restored its sovereignty over
them on November 30, 1971, a day after Brit-
ish forces withdrew from the region and just
two days before the UAE’s official formation.

On the Arash gas field, jointly claimed by
Iran and Kuwait, the Iranian ministry reaf-
firmed Tehran’s historical and legal rights,
rejecting “one-sided claims” from Kuwait.
The GCC statement on Monday repeated pre-
vious assertions that Iran has no entitlement

to the field.

Iran stressed that resolving the dispute
over the Arash field—known as al-Durra in
Kuwait—requires “bilateral dialogue, joint
efforts, and a positive, constructive atmo-
sphere” to safeguard mutual rights.

The offshore field, discovered in the 1960s,
contains an estimated 20 trillion cubic feet
of gas, with nearly 40% lying within Iranian
waters, capable of producing up to one billion
cubic feet per day.

The ministry also highlighted Iran’s legiti-
mate right to develop nuclear energy under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
labeling any doubts about the peaceful na-
ture of its program as “unjustified.”

Tehran criticized the U.S. and European
parties for obstructing negotiations, failing
to honor commitments, and violating princi-
ples of the United Nations Charter and inter-
national law.

Responding to the GCC’s call for Iran to
address all alleged Persian Gulf security con-
cerns in nuclear talks, Tehran pointed to the
“real and immediate danger” posed by Isra-
el’'s weapons of mass destruction.

The statement urged regional countries to
collectively pressure the international com-
munity to address Israel's WMDs as a step
toward a nuclear weapons-free zone in the
region.
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TEHRAN - Iran’s Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
on Tuesday denounced the Europe-
an troika’s decision to trigger the
snapback mechanism of sanctions
as “illegal” and vowed that the Is-
lamic Republic will soon announce
a unified and decisive response.

“The three European countries,
having failed to fulfill their obli-
gations under the JCPOA, have no
right to activate Paragraph 37 of
the agreement,” Qalibaf said during
a plenary session. “It is therefore
an unlawful step to reinstate res-
olutions. Iran must take deterrent
action to make this move costly
and force the Europeans to recon-
sider their decision.”

His remarks came as lawmakers
held a closed session lasting more
than ninety minutes to assess the
potential repercussions of the Eu-
ropean move on Iran’s economy
and other sectors.

Germany, France, and Britain —
the three European signatories to
the 2015 nuclear deal, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) — announced last
week they would invoke the snap-
back procedure.

The mechanism, embedded in
UN Security Council Resolution
2231, paves the way for reinstating
pre-2015 sanctions against Iran
within 30 days over claims of “sig-
nificant non-compliance”

Abbas Goudarzi, spokesperson
of the Iranian Parliament’s presid-
ing board, said lawmakers will ex-
amine various proposals in coordi-
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nation with the Supreme National

Security Council to determine Teh-
ran’s course of action.

“Enemies must understand that
the Parliament, the government,
the Supreme National Security
Council, and all institutions of the
Establishment are united. Iran’s
response to hostile actions will be
reciprocal and deterrent,” Goudarzi
stressed.

He added that all political fac-
tions in the chamber agree the re-
sponse should be decisive and im-
pose heavy costs on those behind
the move.

Goudarzi also said the issue of
Iran’s withdrawal from the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) had
been discussed in the session, but
no decision has yet been made.

He added that if Iran were to
leave the NPT, the Parliament
would legislate accordingly in co-
ordination with all branches of the
Establishment, including the Su-
preme National Security Council.

Tehran has already taken the
issue to the United Nations. In a
letter dated August 28, 2025, the
Iranian Foreign Ministry urged the
UN Security Council and Secretary
General Antonio Guterres to reject
what it called “unjustified political
manipulation” and to uphold inter-
national law and the authority of
the Council.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
also told his European counter-
parts in a phone call that Iran will
respond appropriately to their “il-
legal and unjustified action”

' Parliament ponders response options
E3’s ‘snapback’ push
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Russia and China, both per-
manent members of the Security
Council and parties to the JCPOA,
have criticized the E3’s decision,
warning that sanctions would
harm Iran’s peaceful nuclear ac-
tivities and risk further destabili-
zation.

The dispute comes amid lin-
gering fallout from Washington’s
withdrawal from the JCPOA in
2018, when the Trump adminis-
tration reimposed sanctions and
launched its so-called “maximum
pressure” campaign.

In the years since, the European
signatories have been accused of
failing to honor their own commit-
ments to preserve the deal.

Iran is ready for talks, but US missile demands are
obstructing progress, says Larijani

Ali Larjjani during a Tuesday meeting with heads of Iranian media outlets

TEHRAN - Iran’s top security
official said the path for dialogue
with the United States remains
open, but Washington’s refusal to
engage seriously is preventing the
parties from entering new talks.

Ali Larijani, the Secretary of

Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council, made the comments in
a post on his X account on Tues-
day. Larijani, a former parliament
speaker and seasoned political
figure, holds a key advisory role on
Iran’s national security strategy.

“The path for negotiations with
the US. is not closed,” Larijani
wrote, signaling a willingness from
Tehran to re-engage diplomatical-
ly. “Yet, these are the Americans
who only pay lip service to talks
and do not come to the table; and
they wrongfully blame Iran for it!”
he stated.

The senior official pinpointed
specific U.S. demands as a primary
obstacle. He argued that by intro-
ducing “unrealizable issues such
as missile restrictions,” American
officials are deliberately setting
conditions that make any produc-
tive discussion impossible.

“This sets a path which negates
any talk,” Larijani wrote.

Tehran and the Trump adminis-
tration engaged in five rounds of
indirect talks this year before the
US. and Israel began a bombing

campaign against Iran back in June.
Since the war ended, Americans
have made multiple public state-
ments asking for Iran to return to
negotiations on its nuclear pro-
gram.

Iranians have always said they
can take steps to ensure the West
it is not building nuclear weapons,
but it wants to maintain its legal
right to nuclear enrichment. It has
also warned that anything other
than its nuclear program, including
its missiles and foreign policy, can-
not be discussed.

Iran managed to force Israel
and the United States to ask for
a ceasefire during the recent war
after its missiles pounded the oc-
cupied territories and also hita U.S.
airbase in Qatar. Analysts say Irani-
an missiles are the cornerstone of
its national security.

Negligent JCPOA parties cannot accuse Tehran of
inaction: Iran foreign ministry

From page 1 » Baghaei highlighted mul-
tiple diplomatic developments over the
past week in the region, most notably Irani-
an President’s participation in the ongoing
Shanghai Summit.

‘Israeli attacks on Yemen a blatant crime’

Baghaei offered condolences to the peo-
ple of Yemen and Palestine, condemning the
assassination of Yemen’s Prime Minister and
several ministers during Israeli military op-
erations. “This act was a blatant crime and
violated all principles of international law,” he
said, noting that the attacks coincided with
an escalation of violence and mass killings in
Gaza.

He described the humanitarian crisis, re-
porting that nearly 2,500 Palestinians have
died in food lines due to hunger and thirst.
“Unfortunately, the United Nations has failed
to take effective action, largely due to contin-
ued US. support for Israel. However, inter-
national media and journalists have raised
global awareness, with over 250 outlets re-
fusing to print front pages yesterday in pro-
test of the ongoing genocide”

‘US is showing lack of seriousness and
goodwill regarding negotiations’

Responding to recent remarks by U.S. Sen-
ator Marco Rubio on direct talks with Iran,
Baghaei said such conditions reveal a lack of
seriousness and goodwill. He recalled that

the U.S. withdrew from the JCPOA unilateral-
ly in 2018 and coordinated with Israel to carry
out attacks on Iran during negotiations.

“The U.S. Secretary of State’s endorsement
of the snapback mechanism, describing it as
following a presidential directive, illustrates
that the administration’s plan from the out-
set was to dismantle the JCPOA and impose
unlawful pressure on Iran,” Baghaei added.

Regarding the European trio (Germany,
France, Britain) triggering the snapback
mechanism, he said: “When they speak of the
JCPOA, we must ask which JCPOA they mean.
They accuse Iran of failing to meet commit-
ments, but the parties who neglected the
agreement cannot blame Iran. Our measures
to reduce obligations were legal and fully
aligned with the JCPOA”

He also criticized Europe’s current dip-
lomatic role, saying: “The EU and the three
European countries, which once acted as me-
diators in JCPOA negotiations, have now re-
duced their role to facilitating U.S.-Iran talks.
Their statements are discrediting.”

‘Tehran continues direct engagement
with IAEA’

Baghaei confirmed that currently, no In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
inspections are taking place in Iran, except
for the Bushehr reactor fuel loading. He em-
phasized that Tehran continues direct en-

gagement with the agency and is preparing a
framework for future interactions following
parliamentary and national security council
guidance.

Regarding recent Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council statements on Iranian islands and
the Arash oil field, he said: “External claims
are unacceptable and confer no rights to the
claimants. lran remains open to negotiations,
but sovereignty will not be compromised.”

‘Shanghai Summit participation is criti-
cal for regional security, economic cooper-
ation’

The spokesperson highlighted Tehran’s
participation in the Shanghai Summit, calling
it “critical” for regional security and economic
cooperation. “This is our third full member-
ship participation, and we have held multiple
bilateral meetings, including with Chinese
counterparts. The summit’s resolutions ad-
dress emerging challenges, condemn Israeli
and U.S. aggression, and reaffirm UN Resolu-
tion 2231 he said.

He also noted Iran’s strong relations with
China under the 25-year cooperation agree-
ment covering trade and energy. “Our part-
nership continues independently of exter-
nal controversies. We are optimistic about
strengthening ties and expanding coopera-
tion”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



The lion-dragon synergy

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - President Masoud
Pezeshkian arrived in China on
Monday for a four-day official
visit, the longest by an Iranian
leader to the country. The visit is
expected to strengthen economic
and security ties between the two
nations, and potentially deliver
key benefits for Iran.

After attending the 25th Meet-
ing of the SCO Council of Heads
of State in northern China’s port
city of Tianjin along with 19 oth-
er world leaders, Pezeshkian
traveled by train to Beijing for a
meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, and a Wednesday military
parade that would mark the 80th
anniversary of the end if WWII.

During their Tuesday meeting,
Pezeshkian told Xi that Iran is
prepared to deepen cooperation
with China across various sectors.
He said all aspects of the 25-year
cooperation agreement signed in
2020 could be implemented with
thorough planning and analysis.
Despite the traditionally warm re-
lationship between Iran and Chi-
na, Iranians have shown a grow-
ing willingness in recent years to
deepen bilateral cooperation.

With the Trump administration
driving wedges between the Unit-
ed States and other countries at
an unprecedented pace, China is
increasingly seen as an alternative
global leader. Iranians, too, should
view China not just as another
country, but as a world power ca-
pable of bringing immense bene-
fits to Iran, said Hamed Vafayi, a
China expert and Faculty Chief of
Chinese Language and Literature
at Tehran University.

“Iran and China, which have
been long-time partners, declared
their intention to forge a strategic
relationship over a decade ago.
However, that strategic partner-
ship has yet to fully materialize.
For that, more shared interests
must be created between the two
countries,” Vafayi explained.

Iran’s strategic geopolitical
location and substantial energy
reserves make it a crucial com-
ponent of China’s key economic
initiatives, particularly the Belt

a

Iranian and Chinese delegations, led respectively by Pezeshkian and X,
talked in Beifing on Tuesday

Y

President calls for fair global order in

interview with Chinese media

President Masoud Pezeshkian, during his visit to Beijing,
highlighted Iran’s ongoing struggle against biased interna-
tional scrutiny. Speaking to China Central Television (CCTV),
he underscored the unfair treatment Iran receives from the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a reflection of
larger double standards created by the West.

He emphasized Iran’s commitment to cooperation, provid-
ed it is within fair and unbiased international frameworks,
criticizing the hypocrisy of “those who violate agreements

while pointing fingers at Iran.”

Addressing the persistent threat of Israeli aggression,
Pezeshkian reiterated Iran’s dedication to peace, while firm-
ly highlighting its capability to defend itself. He further em-
phasized the necessity of reforming global governance. “We
need a multilateral approach that counters the unilateralism
and injustices perpetrated by regimes like Israel.” Pezeshkian
called for solidarity with China against the ambitions of total-
itarian powers, warning that unwarranted sanctions should

not undermine cooperation.

and Road Initiative. Beyond its
participationinthe project, Iran of-
fers great potential as a vital se-
curity partner. “China could lever-
age Iran as both a transportation
corridor and a source of energy.
Moreover, given Iran’s significant
role in West Asian stability, China
can rely on Iran to help protect its
regional interests. The security of
China’s western territories could
also benefit from cooperation
with Iran.”

Iranians’ gravitation towards
the Chinese has not been con-
gruent over the years. Presi-

dent Hassan Rouhani, who led
the country from 2013 to 2021 is
famously known to have squan-
dered valuable opportunities to
deepen cooperation with China.
Conservative political factions ac-
cuse him of having disfavored the
East to appease Western states,
which signed a nuclear deal with
Rouhani and lifted anti-Iran sanc-
tions in 2015, only to reinstate and
intensify them a couple of years
later.

Pezeshkian, in his Tuesday
meeting with Xi, underscored
Iran’s commitment by stating

that China could count on Iran as
a friend and a “powerful and de-
termined ally”. Although Pezesh-
kian began his term by advocating
for stronger ties with both East
and West, the war Washington
waged on Iran back in June in the
middle of negotiations, as well as
Europe’s continued exploitation
of the 2015 deal have seemingly
diminished his aspirations for im-
proved relations with the West.

The 12-day war Iran fought
against Israel and the US. has
also spurred discussions about
military exchanges between Teh-
ran and Beijing.

“We've had military coopera-
tion with China for a considerable
time,” stated Mahdi Bakhtiari,
a military expert. “For example,
during the Iran-lrag War in the
1980s, China supplied Iran with
missiles, when the country was
still developing its own capabil-
ities” Bakhtiari added that the
€801 and €802 anti-ship cruise
missiles purchased from China in
1990 played a critical role in the
development of Iran’s first gen-
eration of domestically produced
anti-ship cruise missiles.

Currently, Iran’s most strategic
acquisitions from China would be
advanced fighter jets and air de-
fense systems. “While our military
demonstrated impressive capa-
bilities with missiles and drones
during the recent war, the need
for improved fighter jets and air
defense systems became evident.
China possesses cutting-edge
technology in  manufacturing
both.”

Bakhtiari emphasized that fu-
ture military cooperation with
China should extend beyond mere
purchases, and include collabora-
tive manufacturing as well as the
exchange of technological exper-
tise.

It is still unclear how much
Pezeshkian’s trip to China will
bring the two countries closer
together. But Xi told the Iranian
president during their meeting
that Beijing views Tehran as a
“strategic partner”. He said the
two nations should work in con-
cert to combat “unilateralism”.

Iran and the SCO: A measured turn in Asian geopolitics

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - The 25th Summit
of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO), held in Tianjin,
China, marks a significant mo-
ment for Iran and its regional
strategy.

Having become a full member
in 2024 during the presidency of
the late Ebrahim Raisi, Iran now
stands consolidated within a
forum that is reshaping the bal-
ance of power in Eurasia.

Despite sanctions and West-
ern pressure, Iran has found in
the SCO a platform to expand its
economic horizons, strengthen
its political influence, and im-
prove its security outlook.

The SCO, with founding mem-
bers such as China, Russia, In-
dia, and Pakistan alongside the
Central Asian states, operates
as a coalition without absolute
hegemony, privileging pragma-
tism and shared interests over
rigid ideological alignments.
Iran’s full admission—delayed
for years due to UN Security
Council sanctions—also reflects
the members’ willingness to ex-
tend the organization’s influence
into West Asia, turning Iran into
a bridge between East and West.
Its active participation in the
forum is therefore not only dip-
lomatic, but also economic and
strategic in nature.

Economy: Opportunity and
challenge

From an economic perspec-
tive, Iran faces a complex envi-
ronment. On the one hand, SCO
membership opens doors to in-
vestment and trade in strategic
sectors such as energy, infra-
structure, and technology, par-
ticularly with China and Russia.

Participation in flagship proj-
ects such as the Belt and Road
Initiative positions Iran as a crit-
ical hub in Eurasian trade routes,
enhancing land and maritime
connections that can mitigate
some of the constraints imposed
by Western blockades and sanc-
tions.

Iran’s abundant natural re-
sources, particularly oil and gas,
can further attract investment
and reinforce its role as an en-
ergy supplier within the bloc. Yet
this opportunity also requires
internal adjustments: improving
the business climate, moderniz-
ing infrastructure, and ensuring
macroeconomic  stability. Ac-
cess alone does not guarantee
results; Iran must enhance its
capacity to leverage these open-
ings and integrate effectively
into multilateral economic initia-
tives.

In addition, SCO-backed co-
operation in renewable energy,
within the framework of sustain-
able development, offers anoth-
er field of expansion.

By aligning its environmental
policies with global demand and
harmessing the technological
strengths of partners like China,
Iran can diversify its economy
and overcome structural con-
straints, provided this process
is supported by effective gover-
nance and a long-term strategic
vision.

Politics and security: A prag-
matic bloc

Politically, the SCO emphasizes
mutual respect and national sov-
ereignty—principles that reso-
nate strongly with Iran.

The Tianjin summit reaffirmed
this stance, including a joint con-
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demnation of Israeli aggressions,
particularly those targeting Ira-
nian territory, which destabilize
the region. This political soli-
darity, even if not unanimous on
all issues, provides Tehran with
valuable diplomatic  backing
against a hostile Western bloc.

On the security front, Iran uses
the forum to enhance counter-
terrorism coordination and ad-
dress transnational challenges
such as extremism and drug traf-
ficking, especially in Central Asia
and West Asia. The SCO is not a
military alliance nor a collective
defense pact, a format that ben-
efits Iran by enabling cooperation
without compromising auton-
omy. Partnerships with Russia
and China in these areas amplify
Iran’s ability to shape conflict dy-
namics while maintaining sover-
eign decision-making.

It is also worth noting the
pragmatic rapprochement be-
tween China and India—tradi-
tional rivals—within the SCO
framework, partly as a response
to US. tariffs and protectionist
policies under Donald Trump.
This shift broadens trade and
cooperation opportunities for all
members, including Iran, which

sees in this evolving relationship
a chance to deepen access to
Asian markets and strengthen
its geopolitical integration.

Flexible multipolarity with-
out rhetoric

It is important to stress that
the SCO’s multilateralism is not
a monolithic anti-Western bloc
nor a closed coalition. In contrast
to simplistic or propagandistic
interpretations, the organiza-
tion brings together states with
varied political systems, diverse
economic interests, and different
strategic priorities.

For Iran, this format is advan-
tageous, allowing it to secure
concrete benefits without dilut-
ing its identity.

Tehran demonstrates a prag-
matic diplomacy, balancing re-
sistance to external pressures
with the pursuit of functional
alliances and agreements.

This delicate equilibrium en-
ables Iran to advance its inter-
ests without being drawn into
direct confrontations or depen-
dency that could undermine na-
tional prerogatives.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Asian Youth Para
Games a chance to
unearth new talents:
Kargari

TEHRAN - Ghafour Kargari, president of Iran’s
National Paralympic Committee (NPC), says the
Asian Youth Para Games 2025 are a valuable
opportunity to identify talented athletes for the
2026 Asian Para Games and the 2028 Paralympic
Games.

Iran will compete under the slogan “The Hopes
of Iran, Ambassadors of Victory” Maryam Ka-
zemipour has been designated as chef de mission
for the delegation.

The competition will feature 11 sports: athlet-
ics, weightlifting, badminton, taekwondo, archery,
swimming, table tennis, wheelchair basketball
3x3, boccia, arm wrestling, and goalball. The
Asian Youth Para Games 2025 are set to be held
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from December 7
to 14.

“The Asian Youth Para Games are very im-
portant for us for two reasons. First, the Games
provide motivation for athletes to pursue sport.
Therefore, we view the Games as a strategic
event, and we have been preparing for a long time.
Second, we aim to discover new talented athletes
in Dubai for the Asian Games in Nagoya and the
Los Angeles Paralympic Games,” Kargari said.

“Unlike other events where the primary goal is
the quality of the delegation, we prioritize maxi-
mum participation. We plan to compete with 205
athletes. Kazakhstan, our regional rival, will also
participate with a similar number of athletes,” the
NPC head added.

In August, on the sidelines of the 38th APC
Executive Board Meeting in Astana, Kazakhstan,
Iran’s NPC and the Asian Paralympic Committee
(APC) signed an agreement to establish the APC
Higher Education Center in Iran. This aims to cre-
ate a regional sports training center capable of
hosting the continental Sport Training and Events
Centre (APC STEC) in Iran.

“Iran has been chosen as Asia’s science hub,
and in line with this achievement, a memorandum
of understanding was signed between us and the
Asian Paralympic Committee. IPC president An-
drew Parsons lauded our efforts to establish the
APC STEC,” Kargari stated.

Kargari also lauded Paralympic gold medalists
Zahra Nemati, Sareh Javanmardi, and Hadi Rezaei,
noting that Iran’s legendary para-athletes de-
serve even more recognition.

“Iran sitting volleyball head coach Rezaei has
been inducted into the International Volleyball
Hall of Fame. Javanmardi has won four Paralym-
pic gold medals and was nicknamed the Queen of
the Pistol by IPC. Nemati recently received the Ex-
emplary Asian Official award in recognition of her
leadership, vision, and commitment to advancing
the Paralympic Movement. However, | believe the
credit they deserved has not been accorded to
them,” Kargari said.

We prepared team
with limited time,
Iran U23 coach
Ravankhah says

TEHRAN - Omid Ravankhah, head coach of
Iran’s U-23 football team, says they are ready for
the AFC U23 Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2026.

Iran are set to face Hong Kong in Group | on
Wednesday.

The 44 teams were divided into eleven groups
of four teams. In each group, teams played each
other once at a centralized venue. The eleven
group winners and the four best runners-up will
qualify for the final tournament in Saudi Arabia.

“We are here to perform well in Asia. There isn't
a big difference between us and our rivals, and we
have immense respect for them. The high quality
of our rivals has increased our players’ motiva-
tion,” Ravankhah said.

“| hope this tournament will be a successful
one for us, even though we had limited time. We
trained for two weeks, and there was not enough
time for coordination, but with the quality of our
players we will do our best in the competition,” he
added.

Iran will also meet Guam and the UAE on Sep-
tember 6 and 9, respectively.
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FIFA to support
CAFA Nations Cup

TEHRAN - FIFA announced that new commit-
ment to supporting the CAFA Nations Cup.

Organized by the Central Asian Football Associ-
ation (CAFA), Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are host-
ing the 2025 edition of the tournament, with a
total of 14 matches culminating in the final which
takes place in Tashkent on Monday, 8 September.

In line with its commitment to further facilitate
meaningful matches at national-team and club
level, FIFA has announced its support of the CAFA
Nations Cup, the biennial international men’s
football championship of Central Asia.

“Tournaments like the CAFA Nations Cup offer
teams valuable opportunities to compete and
celebrate foothall,” said FIFA Secretary General
Mattias Grafstrom.

“FIFA is committed to supporting events like
these, working together with our confederations,
regional associations and FIFA Member Associa-
tions to look at ways of arranging more compet-
itive matches between national teams and clubs
within zones or regions. FIFA is proud to stand
alongside CAFA in making this tournament a plat-
form for growth, passion and unforgettable mo-
ments”

Following its inaugural edition in 2023, the
tournament has expanded to feature eight na-
tional teams, including six CAFA members and
two guest associations.

Iran lose to Japan
at FIBA U16 Asia
Cup 2025

TEHRAN - Japan trounced Iran 86-67 to book
the first ticket to the FIBA U16 Asia Cup 2025
Quarter-Finals, Tuesday at the MBank Arena.

Jack Shiratani dropped 24 points and 16 re-
bounds with 3 blocks, while Zen Hawkins notched
20 points and 12 rebounds as the two took turns
in leading a big second-half surge toward sweep-
ing Group D with a 3-0 card.

Alireza Rashidi had 22 points to lead Iran, who
finished second in the group with a 2-1 record.
Safa Behnia had 15 points, 5 rebounds, and 4 as-
sists while Yasin Morovat Halabi added 14 and 7
rebounds in the loss.

The Quarter-Finals are set on September 5 also
at the MBank Arena - the venue of the entire Final
Phase - where Japan will face the winner between
the no. 2 team of Group B and Group A’s third-
ranked side.

Young Team Melli will have to go through the
Qualification to Quarter-Finals on September 4
against the team finishing third in Group C, which
consists of New Zealand (2-0), Chinese Taipei,
Philippines, and Indonesia.

Clinching third Group D, meanwhile, are Ka-
zakhstan after a tight 53-49 win over Saudi Ara-
bia.

Sevilla lead in
race to sign Javad
Hosseinejad

TEHRAN - Sevilla are still active in the signing
market and has set its eyes on Mohammadjavad
Hosseinejad, a 22-year-old Iranian midfielder,
who is a member of the Russian Premier League’s
Dinamo Makhachkala.

According to FoothallTransfers, the Hispanic
club lead the bid for the young player, competing
with teams such as Fulham and Wolverhampton.
While Seville seek to reinforce their attack, Hos-
seinnejad presents himself as a versatile option
with great growth potential under the direction of
Matias Almeyda.

Hosseinnejad stands out for his vision of play,
partnership ability and ability to generate danger
in creative areas.

In the 2024/25 season he recorded three as-
sists in 17 games with Dinamo Makhachkala and
made his debut in his first game against Akhmat
Grozny. However, his scoring contribution has
been limited and does not stand out in defensive
tasks, which could pose a challenge in LaLiga.
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Iran’s non-oil exports
nears $21b in 5 months

TEHRAN - Iran exported non-oil goods
worth $20.92 billion in the first five months
of the current Iranian year (March 21-August
22), accounting for more than 61 million tons
of shipments, the head of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA)
said.

Foroud Asgari, who also serves as deputy
economy minister, said exports slipped six
percent in value year-on-year, though vol-
umes were nearly unchanged, edging up 0.07
percent.

By comparison, imports reached $23.02
billion for 15.21 million tons of goods, down
16.3 percent in value and 5.4 percent in
weight.

Asgari noted that petrochemical products
remained the backbone of outbound trade.

Iran shipped 21.88 million tons of such
products worth $8.64 billion, marking a 12
percent drop in volume and 13 percent fall in
value.

Natural gas, liquefied propane, bitu-
men, liquefied butane and methanol ranked
among the top exported items.

On the import side, raw gold, corn feed,
sunflower seed oil, rice and soybeans were
the most significant commodities.

He added that while imports contract-

ed sharply, the trend reflects a shift toward
curbing non-essential purchases in favor of
essential goods and raw materials.

China, Irag and the United Arab Emirates
led the list of buyers of Iranian goods, joined
by Turkey, Afghanistan, Oman and Pakistan.

The UAE, China and Turkey also stood out
among the main suppliers to Iran, along with
India, Germany, Russia and the Netherlands.

Altogether, Iran’s non-oil trade totaled
$43.94 billion between March and August,
covering 76.54 million tons of goods.

Officials have highlighted the figures as an
indication of resilience in trade flows despite
global price fluctuations in petrochemicals
and tighter import policies.

Iran eyes trade boost from president’s
participation in SCO summit

TEHRAN - Iran’s president is expected to
leverage the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) leaders’ summit in China to expand
the country’s trade opportunities, the head of
the Iran-China Joint Chamber of Commerce
said.

Majidreza Hariri told IRNA in an interview
that with representatives from more than
35 countries attending, the summit offers a
“golden chance” for Iran to advance its eco-
nomic diplomacy.

He said President Masoud Pezeshkian's
participation could strengthen bilateral ties
with China and create broader opportunities
for Iranian exporters.

“Iran already has active trade with China,
but the value of this summit lies in the pres-
ence of dozens of other countries, opening
doors for wider cooperation,” Hariri said. He
pointed to SCO communiqués stressing sup-
port for multilateral trade and green industry,
saying Iran should capitalize on these frame-
works to expand its reach.

Hariri noted that the president’s delega-
tion includes senior officials and business
representatives, who are expected to use the
sidelines of the summit for negotiations. “We
should await the president’s report on the
outcome to see how far it contributes to ex-
panding trade exchanges,” he said.

The SCO, founded in 1996 as a Eurasian po-
litical and economic bloc to counterbalance
US. and NATO influence, has nine full mem-
bers: China, Russia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan. Observer members include Mongolia,
Afghanistan and Belarus, while dialogue part-
ners range from Armenia, Turkey and Azerbai-
jan to Persian Gulf states such as Saudi Ara-
bia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.

Iran became a full SCO member in July 2023,
amove officials described as a strategic mile-
stone in accessing regional markets.

Pezeshkian, attending the summit in Tian-
jin, also held talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Tajikistan’s president and the U.N.
secretary-general on the sidelines.

ICC chief says cooperatives key to fair
growth, sustainable development

TEHRAN - Cooperatives represent not only
an economic model but also a practical philos-
ophy for achieving equitable growth and sus-
tainable development, the head of Iran Cham-
ber of Cooperatives (ICC) said on Tuesday.

Bahman Abdollahi told an international
conference on cooperatives in Tehran that
the sector’s importance is rising in light of
mounting global challenges ranging from po-
litical and economic rivalries to widening in-
equality and environmental crises.

“Cooperation is about wealth creation and
growth without crushing others. It prevents
destructive and unhealthy competition,” Ab-
dollahi said.

He argued that the cooperative model goes
beyond profit maximization by distributing
success among all members and fostering
collective resilience.

Abdollahi urged Iranian policymakers to

-
give greater attention to the untapped ca-
pacity of cooperatives, saying they can act as
engines of social justice, sustainability and
environmental stewardship.

“Success in cooperatives is shared by all.
These businesses can be drivers of justice,
sustainable growth and protection of natural
resources,” he said.

Iran opens largest rooftop solar power
plant in Khorasan Razavi

TEHRAN - Iran inaugurated its largest
rooftop solar power plant on Tuesday in the
Chenaran industrial town of Khorasan Razavi
Province, with a capacity of 4.5 megawatts,
provincial officials said.

Javad Khodaei, senior adviser to the provin-
cial governor and deputy head of the renew-
able energy task force, said the facility un-
derscores the province’s leading role in Iran’s

solar sector.

The rooftop plant, built by Alis Company,
covers 90,000 square meters and was com-
pleted in six months with an investment of 16
trillion rials ($32 million), Khodaei said at the
inauguration ceremony attended by the pro-
vincial governor.

“This project marks a new record in the
scale and capacity of rooftop solar power

plants in the country,” he said, adding that
Khorasan Razavi had already hosted earlier
record-setting rooftop facilities with capaci-
ties exceeding 2 megawatts.

Iran has been expanding renewable energy
projects to diversify its power mix and curb
reliance on fossil fuels. Officials say solar,
particularly in provinces with high exposure
like Khorasan Razavi, is central to those plans.

Viet Nam 80-Years of Journey for National
Independence, Peace, and Development

From Page 1 » The Birth of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
and the Resistance against foreign
invaders

Looking back to 1945, when the
revolutionary movement in Viet
Nam had reached its peak, the Viet-
namese people seized the opportu-
nity to rise up in the August Revolu-
tion and take back power into their
own hands.

On September 2nd, 1945, in the
capital city of Hanoi, President Ho
Chi Minh solemnly read the Decla-
ration of Independence, giving birth
to the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, the first worker-peasant state
in Southeast Asia, marking a historic
turning point in the process of na-
tional liberation.

Immediately thereafter, French
colonialists returned to reoccupy
Indochina. For nine arduous years
(1945-1954), the Vietnamese army
and people waged a heroic resis-
tance war, culminating in the histor-
ic victory at Dien Bien Phu (May 7th,
1954), “resounded throughout five
continents and shaking the globe”,
which forced France to sign the
Geneva Accords, recognizing Viet
Nam’s independence, sovereignty,
unity, and territorial integrity. This
event ended thousands of years of
feudal monarchy and nearly a cen-
tury of colonial domination in Viet
Nam.

However, the United States quick-
ly replaced France, establishing a
puppet regime in the South with the
scheme of separating Viet Nam. In
the face of countless difficulties and
challenges, the Vietnamese peo-
ple have shown their resilient will,
passionate patriotism and burning
love of peace, united with one heart,
fighting heroically against foreign
invaders, under the wise leadership
of the Communist Party of Vietnam
and President Ho Chi Minh, along
with the support and assistance
of friends and peace-loving peo-
ple around the world. As a result,
it forced the United States to sign
the Paris Peace Accords on January
27th, 1973, ending the war and re-
storing peace in Viet Nam. Building
on this momentum, the Vietnamese
army and people launched the final
offensive to overthrow the puppet
regime, liberating the South and re-
unifying the country on April 30th,
1975. This was a monumental victory
that ushered a new era of indepen-
dence, peace, and national unity.

Nevertheless, the war left ex-
tremely heavy consequences: mil-
lions of people dead or injured, a
devastated economy, a backward
and impoverished society, destroyed
infrastructure along with tens of
millions of liters of chemical agents
sprayed over the South, leaving
long-term  consequences, com-
pounded by harsh embargoes and
blockades.

In this context, with self-reliance
and resilience, Viet Nam has rebuilt
the nation from the ashes of war,
gradually overcoming crises, break-
ing the blockade, opening up and
integrating with international com-
munity, steadily building a prosper-
ous nation on the path of industrial-
ization and modernization.

Doi Moi (Renovation): A Historic
Turning Point

In 1986, the 6th National Congress
of the Communist Party of Viet Nam
adopted a historic decision, initiat-
ing the Doi Moi (Renovation) policy.
This was a comprehensive reform
program that transformed the cen-
trally planned economy into a so-
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cialist-oriented market economy,

emphasized private sector develop-
ment, granted autonomy to farmers,
opened the economy, expanded for-
eign relations, and pursued a policy
of being friendly to all nations re-
gardless of political system.

Throughout four decades of de-
velopment, overcoming numerous
difficulties and challenges, Viet Nam
has become a developing country
with a near upper-middle income
level, deeply integrated into global
politics and economics.

Viet Nam has preserved a peace-
ful and stable environment for de-
velopment, safeguarded sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity, ensured
national defense, public security,
social order, and consistently im-
plemented the “Four No's” national
defense policy: no military alliances;
no aligning with one country against
another; no foreign military bases or
use of Viet Nam’s territory against
other countries; and no using or
threatening of force in international
relations.

Internationally, Viet Nam has con-
sistently demonstrated itself as a
responsible member of the global
community, committed to maintain-
ing and fostering sustainable peace
in Asia and the world. Viet Nam now
maintains diplomatic relations with
194 countries, established strate-
gic partnerships and comprehen-
sive strategic partnerships with 23
countries, including all five perma-
nent members of the United Nations
Security Council, and is an active, re-
sponsible member of more than 70
international organizations.

From 1986 to 2024, Viet Nam's
GDP grew at an average rate of
6-7% per year, increased from USD
8 billion to USD 476.3 hillion, nearly
60 times. GDP per capita rose from
less than USD 74 to USD 4,700, an
increase of 63 times. Foreign di-
rect investment reached nearly
USD 520 billion from 151 countries
and territories during the period
of 1987-2025. The poverty rate fell
from 60% to only 1.93% (based on
UN standards). Literacy reached
nearly 98%; more than 93% of the
population have health insurance
and access to over 14,000 medical
facilities. For 40 years, Viet Nam has
consistently balanced development
goals with social equality, ensuring
that no citizen is left behind.

In 2024, Viet Nam'’s economy ranked
32nd globally, with international trade
turnover exceeded USD 786 billion,
placing it among the world’s top 20 in
term of trading turnover. Vietnamese
exports rank first globally in cashew
nuts and pepper; second in coffee,
footwear, and furniture; and third in
rice and garments.

Viet Nam ranks 71st out of 193
countries in the UN’s E-Government
Development Index (EGDI), with
the digital economy accounting for
18.3% of GDP. The national brand
value has risen to USD 507 billion,
ranking 32nd worldwide.

Viet Nam has been recognized as
the “World’s Leading Heritage Desti-
nation” for many consecutive years.
In 2024, the country welcomed 17.5
million international visitors and
targets 22-23 million in 2025.

The Second Renovation: Enter-
ing the Era of Rising Nation

From 2024, the Communist Party
of Viet Nam has identified that the
country is standing at the thresh-
old of a new development stage,
entering a decisive “rising era” to
overcome the middle-income trap,
aiming to become a modern indus-
trialized nation with upper-middle
income by 2030 and a high-income
nation by 2045.

To this end, in the first half of
2025 alone, Viet Nam streamlined
its administrative system to en-
hance efficiency and save budgetary
resources by reducing central-level
ministries and agencies from 22 to
17, merging 63 provincial-level ad-
ministrative units into 34 as well as
establishing a two-tier local govern-
ment system nationwide by elimi-
nating the district level, thereby cut-
ting about 100,000 positions from
the administrative bureaucracy.

Science, technology, and innova-
tion are designated as “strategic
breakthroughs.” Viet Nam has ad-
opted a new growth model driven by
science, technology, innovation, and
digital transformation to dramati-
cally improve productivity, quality,
efficiency, and competitiveness. The
private sector is recognized as the
most important driving force of the
national economy. Small and medi-
um-sized enterprises are exempted
from corporate income tax for the
first three years after establish-
ment, while the business license fee
will be abolished from 2026.

Green transformation is regarded
as an inevitable trend, with the goal
of renewable energy accounting for
28-36% of GDP by 2030 and 75% by
2050.

Viet Nam has introduced a five-
year visa exemption policy for schol-
ars, experts, scientists, professors,
chief engineers, digital/industrial
personnel, investors, and leaders of
major global corporations. On social
security, Viet Nam has abolished
tuition fees for all students from
kindergarten to public high schools,
rebuilt 330,000 dilapidated houses,
and is constructing at least one mil-
lion social housing units for low-in-
come people. By 2030, the Govern-
ment aims to provide universal free
healthcare.

Viet Nam-Iran Relations: A
Longstanding and Friendly Bond

Viet Nam’s achievements are in-
separable from the expansion of
foreign relations and international
cooperation. Viet Nam always at-
taches great importance to friendly,
cooperative, and mutually beneficial
relations with Iran. The two nations
have a history of trade and cultural
exchanges, dating back to the 10th
century, when Persian merchants

came to Viet Nam for commerce.

The two countries officially es-
tablished diplomatic relations on
August 4th, 1973. On February 13th,
1979, just two days after the success
of the Islamic Revolution, Viet Nam
sent a congratulatory message to
recognize the Islamic Republic of
[ran. Since then, bilateral relations
have developed positively, with fre-
quent high-level exchanges, most
recently a series of activities cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations (1973-2023).

Viet Nam and Iran share many
similarities as both countries hold
important  geopolitical roles in
Southeast Asia and the Middle East;
both peoples are diligent, friendly,
intelligent, and peace-loving. In re-
cent years, bilateral trade turnover
has reached around USD 130-150
million. The two economies are com-
plementary and possess vast po-
tential for further cooperation. Viet
Nam wishes to deepen cooperation
with Iran in all fields, particularly
politics, economy, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.

Many Vietnamese people know
Iran as a peaceful, hospitable coun-
try with an ancient civilization and
diverse, breathtaking landscapes.
In March 2025, for the first time, an
Iranian airline launched two char-
ter flights directly bringing Iranian
tourists to famous destinations in
Viet Nam, opening new opportuni-
ties for bilateral tourism coopera-
tion.

Building upon the past achieve-
ments, Viet Nam and Iran will con-
tinue to cherish and cultivate their
longstanding friendship for the ben-
efit of our peoples.

The Road Ahead

Under the wise leadership of the
Communist Party of Viet Nam, the
80-year journey of struggle for in-
dependence and nation-building
has affirmed that the Vietnamese
people always yearn for indepen-
dence and freedom, nurture ardent
patriotism and a burning love for
peace, and uphold a resilient and
self-reliance spirit to rise above ad-
versity to build a more prosperous
country.

Throughout this journey, the Viet-
namese people have always remem-
bered with deep gratitude to the
tremendous, invaluable, and sincere
support of international friends,
progressive forces, and peace-lov-
ing peoples around the world.

As a nation that has endured im-
mense suffering and loss of war,
the Vietnamese people profoundly
understand the value of peace and
stability. Therefore,

Viet Nam sincerely wishes to con-
tribute its utmost to safeguarding
and fostering peace. Viet Nam is al-
ways ready to be a friend, a reliable
partner, and a responsible member
of the international community, and
hopes to continue learning, enhanc-
ing cooperation, and sharing devel-
opment experiences with the world,
including Iran in service of con-
tributing to a peaceful, united, and
prosperous future for humanity, for
every nation, and for every individual
on this beautiful planet.

We firmly believe that the friend-
ship among peoples, conscience,
and the noble values of humanity
will forever endure; and that Viet
Nam-Iran relations will continue
to develop more profoundly, effec-
tively harnessing the potential and
strengths of each country and ful-
filling the legitimate aspirations of
our peoples.



Lebanon’s future, one year after the

US-led Israe
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From page 1 » On the anni-
versary of Imam al-Sadr’s dis-
appearance, and like Hezbollah
Secretary-General Sheikh Naim
Qassem, Parliament  Speak-
er Nabih Berri emphasized that
there is no bargaining over the
Resistance’s weapons.

Berri reiterated that this issue
should be discussed within the
framework of a consensual na-
tional dialogue under the auspic-
es of the constitution and not un-
der external or internal pressure.

Warning against Netanyahu's
expansionist scheme to annex
Lebanon, Berri said, “Weapons are
our pride and our honor,” reject-
ing attempts to force the army to
confront the resistance.

The Speaker of Parliament also
attacked those who bet on Israe-
li aggression to tip the balance,
accusing them of bullying the
Shiites as “a founding sect of the
Lebanese society.”

This call for dialogue was pre-
viously communicated by Berri to
President Joseph Aoun, especially
in light of Israel’s rejection and in-
transigence.

Berri had sought, at the very
least, to reach a unified position
to protect Lebanese rights, but
Prime Minister Nawaf Salam re-
fused due to the persistent Saudi
and American pressure.

However, the greater responsi-

is well aware of the dangers of
attempting to disarm Hezbollah
by force at the cost of peace in the
country.

This was emphasized by MP
Mohammad Raad, head of Hez-
bollah’s Loyalty to the Resis-
tance parliamentary bloc to
President Aoun’s envoy, Briga-
dier General Andre Rahal.

Raad communicated to Aoun
that he is concerned with
Salam’s volatility, who is push-
ing Lebanon toward chaos, leav-
ing it as a prey to Israeli aggres-
sion.

It is worth noting that the mis-
sion given by the Nawaf Salam
government to the army to dis-
arm the Resistance is being hin-
dered by numerous obstacles, not
because the army lacks the polit-
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bility falls on President Aoun,who ical consensus, or capabilities and
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personnel, but because the army
is aware that at least half of the
Lebanese population opposes
this plan.

Israel’s repeated violation of
Lebanon’s sovereignty confirms
that the “weapons exclusivity”
slogan is purely an Israeli objec-
tive.

Meanwhile, the lIsraeli enemy
appears it is caught between
rushing to a decision in fear that
Hezbollah will quickly recover its
power, or trembling in fear that
Hezbollah will rain down missiles
on the stolen Palestinian territo-
ries.

Due to the complicity of the
Lebanese government, lIsrael is
behaving as if the opportunity to
deal severe blows to Hezbollah
may not recur in the future.

on

It realizes that harsh blows
have not eradicated a highly ideo-
logical organization capable of
steadfastness and adaptability,
and that any delay could give the
Resistance a golden opportunity
to take the initiative at its own
hand.

Recently, residents of a number
of border villages in the border
with occupied Palestine have re-
vealed enemy forces infiltrating
across the border persistently.

Due to the government’s fail-
ure to fulfill its role in protecting
the southern border villages, the
Israeli occupying army has been
passing through Lebanese army
checkpoints and barracks without
anyone interfering,

Israel undoubtedly emerged
from the last confrontation with
greater freedom of movement,
but it would be sufficient for Hez-
bollah missiles to fall again on
occupied Palestine to shatter its
image of alleged victory.

As Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri has said, Lebanon’s pro-Is-
rael camp is trying to exploit the
historic opportunity to eliminate
the resistance.

The Israeli arrogance does not
allow for any “concessions”. It
prefers to perpetuate the equa-
tion of superiority and hegemony.
This again reinforces Hezbollah’s
legitimate right to continue to
possess weapons.

Over 250 media outlets unite as Israel makes Gaza’s

journalists its frontline targets

From page 1 » there will soon be no one left
to keep you informed.”

Readers of The Independent in the UK saw
nothing but a blank cover. In France, La Croix
and U'Humanite ran blacked-out pages.

Germany’s Tageszeitung and Frankfurt-
er Rundschau joined in, while Al Jazeera—
mourning ten of its own staff—cut into broad-
casts to read a joint statement. “War crimes,’
the network called the killings, vowing to keep
reporting despite Israel’'s domestic shutdown
of their operations.

The blackout followed Israel’s August 25
bombing of Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis,
which killed at least 22 people, including five
journalists—Reuters’ Hussam al-Masri, Asso-
ciated Press’ Mariam Abu Dagga, Al Jazeera’s
Mohammed Salam, freelance photographer
Moaz Abu Taha, and Quds Feed’s Ahmad Abu
Aziz.

Footage showed rescuers and press raising
their hands before a second missile struck, a
“double-tap” tactic indicating deliberate tar-
geting.

Two weeks earlier, Al Jazeera’s Anas
al-Sharif was killed with colleagues when an
Israeli strike hit a media tent outside al-Shi-
fa Hospital. In a message prepared before his
death, he wrote: “If these words reach you,

know that Israel has succeeded in killing me
and silencing my voice.”

For Wael al-Dahdouh, Al Jazeera’s Gaza bu-
reau chief, the loss is both professional and
personal—burying colleagues and family
while condemning deliberate attempts to si-
lence Gaza’s press.

The statistics underscore the dire crisis. Ga-
za's Government Media Office reports around
244 Palestinian journalists killed since Octo-
ber7 2023, echoed in UN and Al Jazeera cover-
age. Adding deaths in Lebanon and Iran brings
the total to about 259.

The Committee to Protect Journalists calls
Gaza “the deadliest conflict for media in his-
tory.” In 2024 alone, 124 journalists were killed
worldwide—70 percent in Gaza.

This pattern is not new. From Imad Abu Zah-
rain 2002 to Yaser Murtaja in 2018, Israel has
repeatedly used lethal force against Palestin-
ian reporters.

Today, foreign correspondents are barred
from Gaza, leaving locals to shoulder the
risk—only to be smeared as militants and tar-
geted. As former EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell wrote on X: “Israel has killed over 220
Palestinian journalists in Gaza and imposed a
complete media blackout for 23 months.

Those who turn off the lights are afraid of

what we might see”

International law is unambiguous: journal-
ists are civilians under Article 79 of the Gene-
va Conventions. Striking them, hospitals, or
press tents constitutes war crimes under the
Rome Statute.

RSF has filed complaints with the ICC, and
UN experts denounce a “pattern” of violations.
Israel’s denials ring hollow in the shadow of
cases like Shireen Abu Akleh, the Palestin-
ian-American journalist killed in 2022 despite
wearing a press vest, in what Al Jazeera and
her family call a targeted assassination.

The blackout’s demands are clear: emer-
gency evacuation for Gaza’s journalists, open
access for international media, and sanctions
against Israeli commanders.

Some critics say the action came late, that
coverage has long fallen short. Yet the un-
precedented scope signaled a shift: by going
dark, global media illuminated Gaza’s erased
witnesses.

With more than 63,000 Palestinians killed
and 160,000 wounded, Gaza’s journalists re-
main the lifeline to truth in a genocidal siege.
The September 1 protest proved that silence
can roar—protect the press, unveil the atroc-
ities, and hold Israel accountable before the
last voice fades.

Israeli vehicles struck in Gaza City

From page 1 » In a separate
statement, al-Qassam said their
resistance fighters shelled a gath-
ering of IOF soldiers and vehicles
with multiple mortar rounds south
of the Zeitoun area.

Israeli media reported that a
soldier was injured after Pales-
tinian resistance fighters fired an
anti-tank missile at an IOF tank in
Jabalia, northern Gaza, hitting the
vehicle. According to al-Qassam, it
destroyed a “Zionist troop carrier
with a highly explosive landmine
near al-Nazla, west of Jabalia, and
monitored helicopter evacuation
attempts.”

Meanwhile, al-Quds Brigades
said it destroyed a Zionist military
vehicle near al-Sabra clinic, al-Sa-
bra neighborhood, south Gaza City.

The armed wing of Palestinian
Islamic Jihad also noted its resis-
tance fighters had captured con-
trol of an IOF drone conducting in-
telligence in Khan Younis airspace.

Al-Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades
stated it launched a 60mm mortar
barrage on the IOF near Hassan
al-Banna Mosque in Deir al-Balah

city in central Gaza.

Several days earlier, seven IOF
soldiers were wounded when an
explosive device detonated be-
neath a Namer armored personnel
carrier in Zeitoun.

The regime’s failure to occupy
the Zeitoun neighborhood without
sustaining casualties has triggered
a wave of intense and deadly air-
strikes across Gaza City.

These strikes have targeted ci-
vilian areas and residential neigh-
borhoods, resulting in massacres
against Palestinian civilians, with
dozens killed and scores more in-
jured over the past 24 hours. Most
of the victims have been women
and children.

Israeli regime officials said Net-
anyahu’s security cabinet had con-
vened to discuss the next stages
of the planned offensive to seize
Gaza City, which they described as
Hamas' last bastion.

The same argument was used
to justify the invasion of Rafah in
February 2024, when Netanyahu
told Western media that “the last
Hamas battalion” was located in

the southernmost city of the Pal-
estinian territory.

According to Yedioth Ahronoth,
the I0F’s Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir
tried to persuade the regime’s se-
curity cabinet to cancel the deci-
sion to re-occupy Gaza City.

However, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and key ministers
insist on moving forward with the
plan. Zamir reportedly believes the
current conditions are ripe for a
partial deal to secure the release of
some Israeli captives.

Journalist Yoav Zitun, also writ-
ing for Yedioth Ahronoth, raised
concerns about the delay in the
Israeli response to a potential deal.

He questioned whether the pro-
longed deployment of soldiers in
Gaza is genuinely aimed at recov-
ering captives or if it's a political
maneuver by Netanyahu and Min-
ister Bezalel Smotrich to maintain
access routes as a pretext for re-
settlement in Gaza.

Zitun further noted that the
Israeli [occupation] army is now
planning new routes in Gaza City
for its next military maneuver. Of-

ficially, the goal is tactical, isolat-
ing Hamas brigades across neigh-
borhoods, but given the ongoing
political stagnation, some suspect
these routes may later be used as
bargaining chips or even to lay the
groundwork for settlement expan-
sion.

Hebrew newspaper Maariv re-
ported that 60,000 IOF reserv-
ists will begin deployment, joining
70,000 others already mobilized.
The original call-up order has been
extended by an additional 40 days.

The IOF is attempting to re-enter
Gaza City for the tenth time since
the genocidal war began. In the
previous operation, the occupying
regime’s military suffered heavy
losses with 100 dead soldiers and
many others wounded.

According to military estimates,
combat in Gaza City will be ex-
tremely complex. It is a dense-
ly populated urban area with an
extensive underground network.
Hamas has been preparing for
months by planting explosives,
fortifying buildings and tunnels,
setting ambushes, and deploying
snipers and anti-tank units.

. FINTERNATIONAL

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025
Straight Truth

US strategy in Venezuela stirs regional
alarm, echoes Bolton’s coup revelations

ek

From page 1 » The US Navy already operates
two Aegis guided-missile destroyers, the USS
Gravely and USS Jason Dunham, in the Caribbe-
an, while the destroyer USS Sampson and the
cruiser USS Lake Erie are positioned in waters
off Latin America.

In response, Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro has mobilized troops along the nation’s
borders and urged citizens to join armed militias
to defend the country. Maduro characterized the
US military build-up as an effort to overthrow
his government and declared that Venezuela is
at “maximum preparedness” to respond to any
attack. He further warned that he would con-
stitutionally declare a “republic in arms” if US
forces engaged Venezuelan territory, while also
denouncing US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
as a “warlord” pushing for regime change.

The Trump administration has long accused
Maduro of ties to drug trafficking and criminal
networks, though US intelligence reportedly
found no evidence linking him to the Venezue-
lan criminal group Tren de Aragua, undermining
public claims made by Trump and his allies. Ear-
lier this year, the US doubled its reward to $50
million for information leading to Maduro’s ar-
rest over alleged drug trafficking connections.

Rising US military activity in the Caribbean
has prompted warnings from regional journal-
ists.

“On the surface, the deployment of US troops
in the Caribbean may appear to provide an ad-
ditional layer of security. However, this pres-
ence could also draw unwanted attention to our
shores. For decades, the Caribbean has largely
been regarded as a zone of peace, and any sug-

gestion of looming conflict is deeply concern-
ing,” Quinn St. Juste, a Saint Lucian journalist
from the St. Lucia Times, has shared his com-
ments on the US presence in the Caribbean.

He said lasting stability in the Caribbean can
only be achieved through diplomacy, not force.

“Ultimately, the only path to lasting stability
for the region lies in a peaceful, diplomatic res-
olution—whether through international media-
tion, arbitration, or a binding agreement—en-
suring that the region emerges unscathed both
economically and otherwise. We do not want
drugs in the region, however we do not want its
elimination at the expense of a war,” he said.

This military deployment echoes decades of
US interventions in Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean, including coups, invasions, and sanc-
tions against governments that resist its influ-
ence. Venezuela has been a recurring target: in
May 2020, Venezuelan security forces arrested
dozens, including two Americans, after a failed
beach invasion allegedly aimed at toppling Mad-
uro, reportedly involving US-backed opposition
leader Juan Guaido. Following the controversial
2018 presidential election, which saw Maduro
re-elected, the US and other countries refused
to recognize the results, labeling Guaido as in-
terim president and imposing severe sanctions
on Venezuela.

John Bolton, former US National Security
Advisor, provides further insight in his contro-
versial memoir, The Room Where It Happened,
revealing that discussions about regime change
in Venezuela were ongoing at the highest levels
of the Trump administration.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

BRICS Summer School opens with calls
for alternative narratives

cs (&b

Summer School South Africa

Participants of the BRICS Summer School gather for a photo
inJohannesburg, South Africa. (Photo: Visual Studio)

Frompage 1 »
Correcting the failures of today’s leaders

South African academic Prof. Victoria Gra-
ham opened by stressing that BRICS must not
only critique the failures of today’s leaders
but also build alternatives. “We need alter-
native viewpoints, alternative narratives” in
global politics, and the involvement of young
people to carry BRICS into the future, she ar-
gued.

Prof. Siphamandla Zondi posed a provoca-
tive question: why do BRICS countries contin-
ue to trade more with the West than with each
other? For many participants, this pointed to
the structural challenges that prevent BRICS
from realizing its full economic potential.

For Margaret Sheron Arnolds, the speak-
er of the council of the city of Johannesburg,
the Summer School is more than an academic
gathering; it is a platform for young people
to “challenge orthodoxy, disrupt the status
quo, and work towards a fairer international

order,” she said.
Apolitical act of imagination

The most politically charged intervention
came from activist Steve Letsike, who set the
tone with a powerful statement:

“This Summer School is not only an ac-
ademic gathering, nor is it only a cultural
exchange. It is a political act of imagination,
where the voices of the Global South rise to
say we are here, we matter, and we will shape
the new world that is emerging.”

She emphasized that BRICS is not simply an
economic or political bloc, but a strategic ini-
tiative for global transformation — ground-
ed in multipolarity, justice, inclusion, and the
self-determination of peoples.

Since its establishment, BRICS has sought
to rebalance the global order, shifting away
from unipolar dominance toward a more eq-
uitable system of governance.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Dubai museum project to spotlight 20
Iranian entrepreneurs in first phase

TEHRAN - Iran will take center stage in
the first phase of a new museum dedicated
to international entrepreneurs being built
in Dubai, with busts of 20 Iranian business
leaders to be installed, the United Network
of Business Entrepreneurs and Development
Organization (UNBEDO) said.

The project, launched by UNBEDO in part-
nership with Golchin Holding, is under con-
struction inside Dubai’s Global Village, one of
the emirate’s largest tourist and trade com-
plexes.

UNBEDO chief executive Reza Yadegari
said the site was designed to strengthen
investment links and business partnerships
between Iranian entrepreneurs and interna-

tional investors. He described the initiative
as the group’s largest networking project to
date.

“In the first phase, busts of 20 prominent
Iranian entrepreneurs will be created and in-
stalled,” Yadegari said. “Also, busts of entre-
preneurs from more than 90 countries will
be added”

The museum is also expected to include
statues and reconstructed offices of lead-
ing global figures such as Bill Gates and Elon
Musk.

“The goal is to introduce our [lranian] en-
trepreneurs to millions of visitors and to cre-
ate a setting for shared experience and joint
investment,” he said.

Isfahan tourism festival begins with

90 events

TEHRAN— An enormous tourism festival
in Isfahan has commenced to highlight the
endless charms of the province, whose cap-
ital of the same name was the seat of power
in the 17th century.

Alireza Habibi, a provincial tourism official,
told IRNA on Monday that 90 diverse tour-
ism, cultural, and artistic events will be held
in various parts of the province during the
one-month festival.

He said the festival aims to boost tourism
and introduce various capacities of the prov-
ince.

Habibi explained that 36 urban festivals,
30 rural festivals, and 34 private sector fes-
tivals will be held. He called holding pome-
granate, almond, bread and ice cream, ado-
be structure, Kavir carpet, handicrafts, local
garments and souvenirs as some of the pro-
grams of the festival.

The festival includes special support pro-
grams for tourists, he said, adding that during
this period, some hotels and traditional ac-

commodations, ecotourism and tourism cen-
ters in the province have provided discounts
of up to 30 percent for travelers, and in addi-
tion, shopping centers, restaurants and en-
tertainment spaces are also participating in
the discount plan.

He clarified that many accommodation
centers have tried to attract more tourists by
participating in this plan.

According to him, this festival is an ap-
propriate opportunity for introducing natu-
ral, historical and cultural attractions of the
province. All domestic and foreign tourists
are invited to travel to Isfahan during this pe-
riod and benefit from its diverse programs,
he added.

Some 22,000 historical and architectural
monuments in Isfahan, along with a range
of intangible cultural heritage indicators in-
cluding foods, rituals, celebrations, tradition-
al skills, and handicraft production, reflect
the history and culture of Iran in this region,
and this richness has made Isfahan one of
the most tourist-friendly provinces in Iran.

Damghan’s historic fortifications

undergo restoration

TEHRAN - A new phase of restoration has
been commenced on the historic walls and
towers of Damghan, a city in Semnan prov-
ince known for its ancient fortifications and
cultural heritage, an official said on Sunday.

Mojtaba Akbarpour, head of Damghan’s
Cultural Heritage Office, told reporters near
the site that the work focuses on strength-
ening and preserving the centuries-old
structure, which has suffered damage over
time.

“The main aim of this phase is protection
and reinforcement,” Akbarpour said. “Sec-
tions of the walls that have faced severe ero-
sion over the years are being repaired.”

He said cracks caused by rainfall and wind

erosion had weakened parts of the fortifi-
cations. The new restoration is designed to
enhance the stability of the outer walls and
towers while maintaining their historical
character.

Akbarpour added that the project also
seeks to revive the city’s historic appearance
and attract visitors interested in cultural
tourism.

Damghan, located about 350 km east of
Tehran, is one of Iran’s oldest cities and home
to several historical monuments, caravanse-
rais and religious sites. Remnants of its an-
cient battlements, once described in histori-
calaccounts as wide enough for chariots, still
stand on the city’s outskirts.

Effort underway to safeguard
Persepolis from ongoing erosion

TEHRAN - Iran is finalizing a 8
comprehensive management and
conservation plan for Persepolis,
a UNESCO World Heritage site in
Fars province, amid growing con-
cerns from experts about erosion
of its ancient stone reliefs, the
site’s director said.

On Tuesday, Mohammad-Ja-
vad Jafari, head of the Persepo-
lis World Heritage base, said the
master plan was under review and
would be presented in the coming
weeks to the site’s strategic coun-
cil for approval, Mehr news agency
reported.

“We recognize the concemns
about erosion of the stone reliefs
at Persepolis as a serious nation-
al issue,” Jafari said. “That is why
the master plan, which had been
drafted earlier, is now being re-
vised and finalized to serve as a
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A combination photo depicts rock art from the UNESCO-registered Persepolis (L) and the nearby

comprehensive framework for
management and conservation”

According to Jafari, about 57
hectares of land around Perse-
polis have been purchased partly
for tourism infrastructure, ac-
cess management, and service
upgrades. He said the measures
were intended to prevent unreg-
ulated development and ensure
long-term protection of the site
and its buffer zone.

Jafari said international coop-
eration in conservation had begun
years earlier with Italian teams,
but Iranian experts had since tak-
en over, using localized materials
and new technologies to continue
restoration and preservation ef-
forts.

ancient royal necropolis of Naghsh-e Rostam located in Fars province, southern Iran.

He added that the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage had ordered the
creation of a new independent na-
tional base at the nearby Istakhr
(Estakhr) archaeological —site,
which will enable systematic exca-
vations and research.

According to Jafari, recent pres-
ervation projects include the ex-
pansion of the Persepolis Museum,
with a new 400-square-metre
gallery due to open this autumn,
and active workshops at the tomb
of Xerxes, the eastern portico of
the Apadana Palace, and the Tri-
pylon or Council Hall. Work will
soon start at the Hadish Palace,
the Hundred-Column Hall and

the southern terrace inscription.
“Moss removal is also underway
on the northem portico of the
Apadana.”

Jafari said the entrance axis to
Persepolis is being redeveloped
in coordination with Marvdasht
county officials, with the first
phase scheduled to open before
the Persian New Year in March
2026. Plans for night lighting,
a landscaped complex, and im-
proved access to Nagsh-e Rostam
are also under consideration.

“Protecting Persepolis is both
a national and global responsibil-
ity Jafari said. “We aim to address
concerns and move forward with

a scientific, coordinated, and sus-
tainable approach, while paving
the way for the return of interna-
tional experts and joint research
projects.”

Persepolis, also known as
Takht-e Jamshid, was founded by
Darius the Great around 518 BC
as the ceremonial capital of the
Achaemenid Empire. The vast ter-
race and palatial complex, located
60 km northeast of Shiraz, was
destroyed by Alexander the Great
in 330 BC. Its ruins, including the
Apadana Palace and the Hun-
dred-Column Hall, are regarded
as one of the world’s foremost ar-
chaeological sites.

Ilam’s Chogha Golan, the oldest agricultural origin in West Asia

TEHRAN—Chogha Golan region in Mehran
county, llam province, is the oldest cradle of
agriculture across Iran and West Asia, Habi-
bollah Mahmoudian, a specialist in prehistor-
ic archaeology, has said.

He told ISNA that numerous artifacts have
been identified in human settlements in the
Chogha Golan area, which pertain to the var-
ious eras of human life. Due to the constant
flow of the Konjan Cham River, human settle-
ment and life in this region have continued,
he added.

He noted that archaeological research
shows that the late Ali Mohammad Khalilian
investigated Mehran county in the 1980s to
2000s and succeeded in identifying the sites
of Chogha Golan |, and Chogha Golan Il in the
Golan region.

The archaeologist said that in addition to
the Golan sites and its ancient aqueduct, the
Ghaloveh caravanserai, the ancient hill, and
the remains of Islamic-era settlements were
discovered and identified in 2003, which have
been documented for registration in the Na-
tional Heritage List.

He added that in the same year, Mohsen
Zeidi, an archaeologist, surveyed the east-
ern and buffer zone between the Mehran and
Dehloran plains and identified sites from the
early writing period to the historical period.

Mahmoudian further noted that excava-
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tions began at Golan Hill for its mapping in
2010. The excavations continued in two sea-
sons, and the dating of carbon-14 samples
indicates a long-term habitation in this area
from about the middle of the 10th Millennium
to the late 8th Millennium BCE.

He explained that in the excavations of the
Chogha Golan site, evidence of early plaster
baking and remains of ancient architecture
have been discovered. Chogha Golan, which
dates back 12,000 to 9,500 years, is known
as one of the oldest sites associated with the
beginning of agriculture and rural settlement
in Iran and the world, he added.

He continued that in the second season
of excavations, architectural remains were
found, including angular rooms with layered

and adobe walls and plastered floors.

The prehistoric archaeologist said that
thousands of samples of wild barley, wild
wheat, lentils, peas, beans and fodder were
found in this excavation site, and carbon
isotope studies have determined the age
of these findings to be between 9,800 and
11,700 years.

He added that the important point is that
such a long-term settlement in one place was
unprecedented in the Neolithic Age. Neolith-
ic man moved from the stage of hunting and
collecting wild plant seeds to the stage of
planting seeds and domesticating plants and
animals, he pointed out.

Mahmoudian stated that Golan is located
in the marginal plains of the Zagros Moun-
tains, where the first human attempt to do-
mesticate wild plants took place. In terms of
botany, this research has yielded an unprece-
dented 30,000 plant remains from 75 groups
over a 2,000-year period, he added.

He said that about 2,200 years of cultiva-
tion of wild plants and the emergence of the
first domesticated plant species have been
observed in Chogha Golan region. Wild spec-
imens of various types of barley, wheat, len-
tils, chickpeas, beans and fodder, and other
agricultural products that are the mother of
today’s consumer products, were cultivated
and consumed in Chogha Golan for a long pe-
riod, he added.

Iran attends Chandi Summit 2025 in Indonesia

ite: www.iranalumina.ir E-mail: info@iranalumina.ir

TEHRAN— Hojjatollah Ayyubi, who heads the Tourism
Ministry’s Center for International Affairs, arrived Bali on
Monday to attend Chandi Summit 2025, which will take
place from September 3-5, 2025, at the Bali Beach Con-
vention.

This prestigious gathering puts Bali at the center of the
world stage once again. As one of the most anticipated
Bali cultural events, the summit highlights Bali’s ability to
host not only a meaningful international summit in Bali
but also provide world-class event solutions, from AV
technology to cultural entertainment, IRNA reported.

The summit theme, “Culture for the Future”, reflects its
mission: to strengthen global civilization through cultural
dialogue, heritage appreciation, and innovation. For Bali,
this event is more than a showcase of culture. It is proof
that the island continues to support international events
with professional event infrastructure and a strong cul-
tural identity.

Ayyoubi said that Iran’s Cultural Heritage Ministry’s ap-
proach s to expand international cultural cooperation and
design joint artistic and cultural programs to strengthen
the country’s cultural diplomacy.

He added, “With its rich tourist and cultural attractions,
Iran can host prominent figures and artists from other
countries and provide a platform for exchanging experi-

ences in the fields of cinema and music. A joint orchestral
project has also been considered, which will be imple-
mented in the upcoming sessions of the summit”

He pointed out that Iran’s presence in this summit and
direct interaction with cultural officials from other coun-
tries is a symbol of the country’s commitment to devel-
oping international cooperation in the field of culture
and art, and provides a valuable opportunity to introduce
Iran’s historical, cultural and tourism capacities.

Joint cultural and artistic programs, strengthening
positive diplomacy and exchanging experiences, provide
a clear message of Iran’s active role in advancing global
culture and art, he said.

The Chandi Summit 2025 derives its name from Cul-
ture, Heritage, Art, Narrative, Diplomacy, and Innovation,
which form its core values. The summit is designed to
encourage dialogue among nations while showcasing the
role of culture in shaping modern civilization.

With the theme “Culture for the Future the summit
emphasizes that culture is not only about history but also
about building pathways for cooperation and creativity.
By integrating heritage and innovation, the event aims to
strengthen relationships between nations and support
cultural development on a global scale.



Mustafa Prize 2025 announces winners

TEHRAN - The winners of the
6th Mustafa (PBUH) Prize were
announced on Tuesday in a press
briefing held at the secretariat of
the Mustafa Prize in Tehran.

Mehmet Toner, professor of
biomedical engineering at Har-
vard University from Turkey; Va-
hab Mirrokni, adjunct associate
professor at the Courant Institute
at New York University from Iran;
and Mohammad K. Nazeeruddin,
professor of chemistry at the
EPFL, Sion Campus, from India,
won the prestigious prize.

Mustafa Prize (PBUH) Week
2025

The 6th Mustafa Prize Week will
be held from September 6-10 in
Tehran. The highlight of this week
is the 6th Mustafa Prize Award
Ceremony, taking place on Sep-
tember 8 at Vahdat Hall.

The week features academic
programs under the title STEP and
outreach events under Observa-
tory, alongside the 13th Mustafa
Prize Policy-Making Council, the
3rd Advisory Board of the Mustafa
Science and Technology Founda-
tion, a seminar on Wagqf and the
Development of Science and Tech-
nology, a gala dinner banquet at
the Iran International Innovation
Zone, as well as the presentation
ceremony of the Young Scientist
Medal, which will be held for the
first time.

Mustafa Prize background

In order to appreciate promi-
nent scientists and provide the
ground for scientific cooperation
and development worldwide, the
Mustafa Prize was established in
2012 as a symbol of scientific ex-
cellence at the international level.

The Mustafa Prize, a top science
and technology award, is granted
biennially to the top researchers

Mehmet Toner
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Ali-Akbar Salehi (R), the head of the suentlﬁc workmg group of the
Mustafa Prize, announces the three winners of the prize in a press
briefing in Tehran on Tuesday.

and scientists of the Islamic world
in three categories: “Life and
Medical Science and Technology”,
“Information and Communication
Science and Technology”, and “Ba-
sic and Engineering Sciences”.

The Prize is granted to works
deemed to have improved hu-
man life, have made tangible and
cutting-edge innovations on the
boundaries of science, or have
presented new scientific method-
ology.

The laureates in each category
will be awarded USD 500,000/-
which is financed through the
endowments made to the Prize.
The laureates will also be adorned
with a special Medal and a certif-
icate.

Twenty percent of the Mustafa
Prize is presented in the following
categories:

. Awarding research
grants to the laureates for pre-
senting to researchers in Islamic
countries

. Awarding sabbatical
grants to the laureates for pre-
senting to researchers in Islamic

countries

Awarding travel grants
to the laureates for attending the
events organized by the Mustafa
Science and Technology Founda-
tion or other events organized in
Islamic countries

. Awarding grants to the
laureates for publishing an article
with researchers in Islamic coun-
tries

Awarding grants to the
laureates for joint projects in Is-
lamic countries

. Awarding grants to the
laureates for establishing scientif-
ic centers in Islamic countries

. Awarding grants to the
laureates for admission of post-
graduate students from Islamic
countries

Awarding grants to the
laureates for membership and
playing a role in the scientific so-
cieties of Islamic countries

. Any other program sug-
gested by the laureates approved
by the Mustafa Science and Tech-
nology Foundation

Jury criteria

The assessment committee of
the prize first evaluates the gen-
eral features and qualifications
of the “works” and then sends
the selected ones to the scientific
committee.

« Submitted works should not
have been awarded any other in-
ternational prizes.

« In the final step, a group of
seven high-profile researchers
and academics examines the
works and selects one according
to the following criteria:

Distinctive features of the
work

The work should be notably
innovative and outstanding; it
should have specific applications
and tangible results with reasons
specified for its significance.

Influence of the work

The work should have already
resulted in advancing the fron-
tiers of knowledge; it should also
have had a great regional or glob-
al impact. Its results should have
been published either in the form
of a scientific theory or should
have had potential for production
and wealth generation. Moreover,
it should have a visible impact
on the economy, culture, society,
health, environment, and/or pub-
lic welfare. The work should also
have a share in addressing scien-
tific and technological needs and
solving social problems.

Owner of the work

The owner of the work (nomi-
nee) should have a high scientific
profile and a good reputation. This
manifests itself in the number
and quality of his/her publica-
tions, innovations, patents, etc.
The nominee should also have an
innovative and holistic scientific
spirit.

UNICEF supplies Iran with rabies, pentavalent, and rotavirus vaccines

TEHRAN - The United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) has procured large consignments of
rabies, pentavalent, and rotavirus vaccines to
immunize children against life-threatening dis-
eases.

The vaccines were procured at the request of
the Ministry of Health and Medical Education
(MoHME).

Over 1million doses of rotavirus vaccine were
delivered on August 21 and 23, with earlier sup-
plies in May. This vaccine protects children from
severe diarrhea, a major cause of child illness.

On August 23, 15,000 doses of rabies vaccine
arrived, with another 74,400 expected by the
end of September. Rabies is a deadly disease
spread through the bite of infected animals.

More than 255,000 doses of the pentavalent
vaccine also arrived on August 23. This single
shot protects babies against five dangerous
diseases, including diphtheria, Hib, whooping
cough, hepatitis B, and tetanus. It's usually giv-
en to babies in their first year, as part of their
regular vaccination schedule.

On August 3, 465,000 doses of the Pentava-
lent vaccine landed in the country.

These deliveries, following the 12-day conflict
in June, highlight UNICEF's close cooperation
with the Iranian government and global part-
ners like the GAVI Alliance. Together, they aim to
ensure every child in Iran has access to life-sav-
ing vaccines, even in times of crisis.

On July 30, the latest batch of Pneumococcal
Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) —200,250 vials—ar-
rived in Iran. This followed an earlier shipment
in April that included PCV and the Rotavirus vac-
cine.

These efforts were made possible with sup-
port from the Global Alliance for Vaccines and
Immunization (GAVI Alliance), a global organi-
zation that helps improve access to vaccines in
low- and middle-income countries.

In March 2024, UNICEF supported the delivery
of 564,000 doses of the Pneumococcal Conju-
gate Vaccine (PCV) for the prevention of pneu-
mococcal-related infections and deaths among
children in Iran.

The consignment was the first shipment of
PCV to the country, using Iran’s financial re-
sources left over from the procurement of
COVID-19 vaccines, and delivered in collabora-
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tion with the Ministry of Health and Medical Ed-
ucation of the Islamic Republic of Iran, through
UNICEF procurement services. The shipment
arrived from India and landed at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini International Airport on March 17.

The vaccine was added to Iran’s national im-
munization schedule in 2024. PCV protects
young children from dangerous illnesses like
pneumonia, meningitis, and blood infections—
diseases caused by the Streptococcus pneumo-
niae bacteria. Pneumonia remains one of the top
killers of children under five worldwide, so get-
ting this vaccine to infants is a life-saving step.

UNICEF is also working hard to make sure
these vaccines stay effective from the moment
they arrive in the country to when they’re given
to each child. That means supporting cold chain
systems—like walk-in refrigerators and special-
ly-equipped delivery trucks—to keep vaccines at
the right temperature. UNICEF also trains health
workers and provides technical support to make
sure vaccines are handled safely and according
to international standards.

With every delivery, UNICEF is helping make
sure every child in Iran has a fair chance at a
healthy start in life.

C.O.VID-19 lockdown moves most - ... ;i1 ta s 25T b codguzs Jlos!
cities out of “red” zone

Strict COVID-19 restrictions which took effect on October 26 have

caused 87 out of 89 infected cities to get out of the high-risk “red” zone.
The National Headquarters for Coronavirus Control started strict re-

strictions in 43 cities that had the highest rate of infection in the country.

Ten days later, decisions were made to set new limitations on highly-af-
fected areas for another 10 days, through which 46 cities undergone
restrictionsThe plan divided cities into three levels of alert, namely red,

orange, and yellow.

All of the cities, except for two, are now out of the red condition and
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have turned orange or yellow so that the hospitalization rate has de-

creased, said Alireza Raeisi, the National Headquarters for Coronavirus
Control spokesman, expressing hope that the death toll will also drop

within two to three weeks.
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Insome 160 cities and towns that were on the highest alert, the disease
prevalence has begun to decrease in about 145 cities. And the remaining
15 cities will also experience a downward trend this week, he explained.
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Over 100 earthquakes hit Iran in a week

TEHRAN -A total of 101 earthquakes were
recorded across the country in a week from
August 23 to 29, according to the seismolog-
ical networks of the Institute of Geophysics
of the University of Tehran.

Statistically, 86 earthquakes with magni-
tudes smaller than 3; 13 earthquakes with
magnitudes between 3 and 4; and two earth-
quakes with a magnitude between 4 and 5
have occurred in the country, IRNA reported.

Of the total quakes, one had a magnitude
of 4.1 on the Richter scale, which occurred on
August 29 in Bushehr province.

Among the provinces of the country, Ker-
man, with 19, experienced the highest num-
ber of earthquakes, followed by North Kho-
rasan province, with 12 earthquakes.

During the same period, an earthquake hit
Tehran province. No earthquakes were re-
corded in East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan,
Ardabil, Alborz, Ilam, Zanjan, Qazvin, and Gi-
lan provinces.

A total of 6,272 earthquakes were record-
ed across the country over the past calendar
year (March 2024 —March 2025), according to
the Seismological networks of the Institute
of Geophysics of the University of Tehran.
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Out of registered earthquakes, 150 were
more than 4 on the Richter scale; at least five
earthquakes with a magnitude of more than
4.5 occurred monthly in the country.

The Iranian plateau is located in a very
seismically active region of the world and
is known not only for its major catastrophic
earthquakes but also for the disasters re-
lating to natural hazards, especially earth-
quakes.

About 2 percent of the earthquakes in the
world occur in Iran, but more than 6 percent
of the victims of the world’s earthquakes
during the 20th century are reported from
Iranian earthquakes.

IRCS ready to aid quake-hit
Afghanistan

TEHRAN - The head of the Iranian Red
Crescent Society (IRCS), Pirhossein Kolivand,
has announced readiness to send relief sup-
plies and rescue forces to assist people im-
pacted by the earthquake in Afghanistan.

“Itis with profound sorrow that we learned
about the devastating earthquake that hit
Nangarhar, Kunar, Nuristan, and Laghman
in eastern Afghanistan, causing many losses
of life and injuries. The Iranian Red Crescent
Society offers sincere condolences to you
and the family of the victims. We stand by
the people of Afghanistan, and we are ready
to dispatch humanitarian aid as well as relief
teams in case needed,” Kolivand wrote in a
message to the president of the Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS), Shahabuddin Dela-
wa, on Monday.

On August 31, at 23.47 local time, a 6+
magnitude earthquake struck Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar Province near the Pakistan bor-
der. The epicenter was located in Kama dis-
trict, some 30 km northeast of the city of

®Mehr / Maryam Davarnia

Jalalabad. Several aftershocks have occurred
since, with the initial quake felt in neighbour-
ing provinces including Kunar, Laghman, and
Nuristan, as well as Kabul. The quake’s hypo-
center was estimated at only 8 to 10 km be-
neath the surface, exacerbating the quake’s
impact.

Sharafat Zaman, spokesman for the Health
Ministry, told local Shamshad TV that so
far 1,000 people have been killed, mostly in
Kunar province.

He said the number of casualties could rise
further as rescue operations continue in re-
mote and mountainous areas where access
remains difficult. Nearly 3,000 people have
been injured. Nangarhar, Laghman, and Pan-
jshir are the other three provinces affected
by the earthquake, Anadolu reported.

On Monday, President Masoud Pezeshki-
an expressed deep sorrow over the tragedy
in the “friendly and brotherly” nation of Af-
ghanistan. He also wished a swift recovery
for the injured.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi separate-
ly conveyed sympathy to the Afghan people
and the families of the victims, emphasizing
that Iran was fully prepared to dispatch relief
and medical teams to the quake-hit areas.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil

Bagaei echoed the pledge, stressing that
Iran stands ready to support the treatment
of the injured and to work with Afghanistan
through regional and joint cooperation to
ease the suffering caused by the disaster.

Pistachio harvest in northeastern Iran

The time is ripe for harvesting pistachios from the end of summer to the start of autumn in

the northeastern province of North Khorasan.

With a production of 200,000 tons of pistachios, it is one of the largest producers of this
product in the world, and has always ranked first or third in different years.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

What actions are most excellent? To gladden the heart of human
beings, to feed the hungry, to help the afflicted, to lighten the sorrow
of the sorrowful, and to remove the sufferings of the injured.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:05

Evening: 18:53 Dawn: 4:08 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:36 (tomorrow)

“The Psychology of Counselling”

published in Persian

TEHRAN - The Persian
translation of the book “The
Psychology of Counselling”
written by Marie Percival has
been released in the book-
stores across Iran.

Nazi Akbari has translated
the book and Qognoos Pub-
lishing House has brought it
out in 184 pages, ILNAreport-
ed.

What is counselling and
how can it help? Does coun-
selling work? How is counsel-
ling different from talking to
my family and friends about
my problems?

“The Psychology of Counselling” explains
the different approaches to therapy and how
they are used in practice, giving information
on what counselling can help with and what
it cannot do. It looks at cognitive and behav-
ioral therapies, psychoanalysis, and human-
istic psychology, as well as exploring positive
psychotherapy and the move away from a
disease-based approach to counselling. It
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also reflects upon the broad-

er landscape of therapeutic

spaces and gives consider-

ation to professional issues

in counselling, such as ethics,

supervision, and duty of care
to clients.

- At a time when mental
P health and psychological
well-being are central sub-
jects of conversation in mod-
ern society, “The Psychology
of Counselling” sheds light on
the therapeutic process, what
it involves, and how it works,
to help all those seeking as-
sistance for relieving emo-
tional or psychological issues and improving
their psychological wellness.

Marie Percival is an academic, practitioner,
and researcher. With over 15 years of experi-
ence teaching psychology and psychological
therapies to undergraduate and postgrad-
uate students at higher educational insti-
tutions and dealing with countless clients
during this period, she has acquired exten-
sive knowledge in this field.

Cartoon of Day

Israel passed through here

Cartoonist: Fadi Abou Hassan from Palestine

Homayoun Shajarian to hold free
outdoor concert at Azadi Square

TEHRAN - Renowned Iranian
vocalist Homayoun Shajarian will
hold a free outdoor concert on
Friday at Azadi Square in Tehran.

He announced the news at a
press conference on Monday,
“Today’s press conference is held
following the issuance of the
permit for the street concert. I'm
glad that this request, which we
had previously raised, has now
been approved to be carried out,’
he said.

“The concert will be held on
Friday, at 10 p.m. and the pieces |
will perform are mostly from my
recent concert. My choice is to
perform pieces that people love
and have memories with,” he ex-
plained.

Siavash Orchestra, with 30
musicians playing both Iranian
and classical instruments, will
accompany Shajarian in the con-
cert, Mehr reported.

Regarding whether the con-
cert would continue beyond one
night, the singer said: “This con-
cert will be for one night only, but
| know that it is planned to con-
tinue with other artists”.

“We do not have an exact es-
timate of how many people will
attend, but we hope there will be
good arrangements so that it be-
comes a memorable experience,”
he added.

Explaining why the concert
was not held at Azadi Stadium,
the singer said: “The prepara-
tions were not made possible,
but | think my concert in Azadi
Square is the first step. | hope
this concert will mark the begin-
ning of a movement that contin-
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Homayoun Shajarian speaks at a press conference in Tehran on September 1, 2025.

ues with other artists as well as
myself”

Shajarian stressed that a way
must be opened for Tehran to
hear the sound of music. “The
sound of music must replace
the noise of horns and traffic;
the city must have a cultural
and lively atmosphere. This con-
cert is completely independent
and dedicated to the people,” he
stressed.

Homayoun  Shajarian, 50,
learned singing from his father,
the legendary vocalist of Persian
traditional music Mohammad
Reza Shajarian, who passed away
in 2020 at the age of 80.

Speaking about his father,
Homayoun said that at times he
feels the presence of Mohammad
Reza Shajarian within himself.
“Every step | take in my work, |
think of him, and | am very glad
that people appreciate him so
much. If he were alive, he would
be prouder of these people than
ever,’ the singer stated.

Azadi Square, a symbol of
Iran’s history and identity, has
long served as a stage for polit-
ical rallies and cultural gather-
ings. Its vast expanse makes it
an ideal venue for a large-scale
celebration of Persian music.

At a young age, Homayoun

began studying the tombak, a
Persian hand drum, kamancheh
(spike fiddle), and the Persian
traditional vocal Avaz. He started
his musical career in the 1990s.
Since 2003, he has released more
than 20 albums.

During the past two decades,
he has held several concerts in
Iran and other countries such
as Canada, Turkey, the UAE, Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Sweden,
Denmark, and Switzerland.

Iran’s Ministry of Culture has
awarded him the First Order of
Art Certificate in “Vocal Perfor-
mance,” a distinction equivalent
to a doctoral degree in the field.

Cindependent Film Festival will screen Iranian short film “Ramy”

TEHRAN - The Iranian short film “Ramy”
written and directed by Pouyan Rostami and
produced by Kasra Tirsahar will have its world
premiere at the 2025 Cindependent Film Fes-
tival in Cincinnati, Ohio, the U.S., which will be
held from September 18 to 20.

The 10-minute film happens in the heart
of a forest, where a group of women carry
a coffin on their shoulders, while a grieving
woman follows them, wailing and crying out.
Unmoved by her cries, the women proceed
toward a cemetery, IRNA reported.

Salar Saki, Houra Pakizehel, and Ramin Ya-
hyazadeh perform in the film that represents
Iranian independent cinema.

The Cindependent Film Festival is a cele-
bration of fearless storytelling, where indie
films break boundaries and ignite creativity.

Set in the heart of Cincinnati, this bold

festival brings together the world’s most
innovative filmmakers, industry pros, and

passionate audiences for a high-energy, cin-
ematic experience.

From thought-provoking films to un-
forgettable events, Cindependent is a
movement that amplifies fresh voices and
pushes the limits of cinema. It's not just a
festival—it's a platform for the future of
film and a gathering place for trailblazers

in the art of storytelling.

According to the festival website, diversity,
equity, inclusion, and access create stronger
community, stronger learnings, and stron-
ger stories that impact the overall health
and abilities as a society. The festival seeks
to serve communities of storytellers and au-
diences across regions, genres, ethnicities,
gender, orientation, and ability.

The festival goals include deepening and
expanding connections to diverse communi-
ties, cultures, languages, and regions across
Ohio, the United States and the world. In do-
ing this, the organizers hope to increase the
diversity of projects submitted for consid-
eration to all Institute programs, and inspire
new artists to tell their stories. They strive to
put resources into the hands of people that
have something important to say, and em-
power these voices by uplifting and removing
barriers to access in the story sharing space.

Palestine protest is now the cultural zeitgeist

Melbourne Symphony Orches-
tra’s performance at the BBC
Proms on Friday night was dis-
rupted by Palestine protesters
after the orchestra sacked a pia-
nist for speaking out against the
genocide in Gaza.

Protesters from Jewish Artists
for Palestine disrupted the con-
cert early on, displaying banners
saying ‘complicit in genocide’ and
chanting ‘The MSO has blood on
its hands’ and ‘you silenced Jayson
Gilham’, Counterfire reported.

There was a fairly lengthy de-
lay, with the conductor leaving
the stage, as security removed
the protesters. The concert, which
was being broadcast live on Radio
3, was eventually restarted with a
modified running order. There was
a brief interruption from another
Palestine protester, but the con-
cert continued.

The MSO was making its first
visit to the Proms, playing at the
Royal Albert Hall in the BBC's
summer series of classical music
concerts. However, the orchestra
has been mired in controversy
after pianist Jayson Gillham was
removed from a scheduled con-
cert at Melbourne Town Hall for
speaking out about Gaza.

Before playing his final piece
at a concert three weeks ago, Gil-
ham said: “The killing of journal-
ists is a war crime in international
law, and it is done in an effort to
prevent the documentation and
broadcasting of war crimes to the
world”

The MSO was forced to admit it
made an “error” in cancelling Gil-
ham’s performance and has taken
the pianist on again. However, at a
time when at least 242 Palestin-
ian journalists have been killed in
Gaza including several Al Jazeera
journalists in recent weeks, the
decision is outrageous and inex-
plicable.

The protest on Friday night
is reflective of a mood of revolt
throughout British society, and
particularly within music and the
arts, in opposition to the govern-
ment’s complicity in the genocide
in Gaza.

Glastonbury was dominated by
the issue of Palestine, with the
BBC refusing to broadcast Knee-
cap’s performance, who have been
extremely outspoken on Gaza.
Instead, the band Bob Vylan was
broadcast, and was subsequently
hounded by the media and estab-
lishment for speaking out against
the genocide live on the BBC.

Indie-band Black Country, New
Road led crowds in chants of
“Free, free Palestine” at the All
Points East festival last Sunday,
with headliners the Maccabees
also speaking out against the
genocide in their set.

Outside of music, the Edinburgh
Fringe saw a range of Palestinian
acts and several solidarity events
organised throughout the festival
by comedians and performers,
including Fringe Artists for Pal-
estine.

This level of activity in culture
doesn’t happen spontaneously; it
is the effect of a Palestine move-
ment in Britain which is unprece-
dented in size and endurance. It is
not a stretch to argue that most
people in this country know at
least a handful of people who have
been on Palestine demos at some
point in the last 23 months, and
this has a ripple effect on society
where support for the Palestin-
ians is now the majority opinion.
The displays of solidarity at mu-
sic festivals and cultural events
across the country this summer is
areflection of that fact.

The death toll from the on-
going Israeli aggression on the
Gaza Strip, since Oct. 7, 2023, has
soared to 63,557, with 160,660 re-

ported wounded.

Israel’s full blockade of the Gaza
Strip, in place since early March,
has created catastrophic condi-
tions for the enclave’s 2.4 mil-
lion residents, leading to famine,
widespread disease, and the col-
lapse of essential services.

Last November, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court issued ar-
rest warrants for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin  Netanyahu
and former Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant for war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Gaza. Israel
also faces a genocide case at the
International Court of Justice over
its war on the enclave.

On the international stage,
condemnation of Israel’s actions
is mounting. At a meeting in Ku-
wait, the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) foreign ministers called
for an immediate and permanent
ceasefire, denouncing Israel’s ac-
tions as genocide and demanding
unrestricted humanitarian access
to Gaza. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, speaking at the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion summit in China, condemned
the global inaction over Israel’s
“atrocities” and called for reform
of the United Nations.



