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force country to ditch Cairo deal

Director General of the International A to;n/'c EnergyA'gency- (IAEA) Rafael Grossi (1 left) after signing a nuclear safeguarding agreement with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (right) in Cairo on September 9, 2025.

Arab leaders; Global silence
fuels Israel’s crimes

TEHRAN - Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul
Gheit on Sunday slammed the “silence and inaction” of the
international community, saying it has emboldened Israel

to continue its “crimes.”

Aboul Gheit made the remarks at a preparatory session
for the emergency Arab-Islamic summit in Doha following

Tuesday'’s Israeli airstrike on the Qatari capital. He

emphasized that Arab and Islamic countries “should focus
on stopping Israel from continuing its heinous, disgraceful

war in Gaza.
He added that the Doha summit should send a clear

message of Arab-Islamic solidarity with Qatar in the wake

of Israel’s “act of belligerence” and violation of Qatar’s
sovereignty.

Speaking at the session, Qatar’s Prime Minister

Mohammed Al-Thani called Israel’'s attack “state terrorism,”

asserting that Tel Aviv has “no red lines” at all.

Leaders from across the region have gathered in Doha
for the two-day summit, which will continue until Monday

to discuss a formal response to Israel’s strike.

Between occupation and
brutality: Israeli advances
and Syria’s brutal new order

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — Israel’s recent ground operation into southem
Syria — reported under the codename “Green-White” and
said to have advanced roughly 38 kilometers into Syrian
territory, reaching within about 10 km of Damascus —
represents the deepest Israeli penetration since the wars of
the 1970s and a significant escalation in a campaign that has
become systematic since the fall of Bashar al-Assad.

According to Israeli and regional media outlets, Israeli
forces have struck military sites across Homs, Latakia,
and near Palmyra while also establishing fortified
positions, building roads, and erecting bases inside the
UN demilitarized buffer zone on the Golan.

Satellite imagery analyzed by Al Jazeera and BBC has
documented rapid base construction in the buffer zone
since December, feeding fears in Damascus and the
region that these are steps toward permanent control of
strategic heights and lines of communication.

From satellites to propaganda:
Google implernents Mossad's
digital siege

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Google stands accused of facilitating Israel's
war effort, providing both the tools and platforms that aid
military operations and shape global narratives.

In a striking escalation of digital control, Israel
reportedly asked the US. tech giant to obscure satellite
imagery of sensitive sites, as Yemen intensifies drone and
missile strikes on strategic Israeli targets in solidarity
with Palestinians in Gaza.

Reports suggest that Israel's Mossad intelligence
service submitted the request to conceal particularly
sensitive military sites. This latest development comes
alongside Israel’s $45 million propaganda contract with
Google, highlighting the tech giant’s role in advancing
Israel’s agenda while obscuring the humanitarian
catastrophe in Gaza.

» Page 5

Enrichment under
the NPT JCPOA, and
UNSR2231

By Sasan Karimi

TEHRAN - The Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT),
established in 1968, continues to serve as the
bedrock of international efforts to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons while promoting
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Central to ongoing debates is whether
Article IV of the NPT confers any right to
uranium enrichment—a process essential for
producing nuclear fuel but also a potential
pathway to weapons-grade material.

In their August 15, 2025, article in the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, titled
“Actually, the NPT Doesn't Guarantee a Right
to Make Nuclear Fuel,” Henry Sokolski and
Sharon Squassoni contend that no such right
exists, » Page 3

Araghchi sits

down with Qatari
counterpart ahead of
summit resolution

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
accompanied President Masoud Pezeshkian
to Doha on Sunday to attend an emergency
Arab-Islamic Summit that follows Israeli
airstrikes on the Qatari capital.

Sunday saw participants work on a draft
they will be adopting at the end of the
two-day summit. On his first day in Doha,
Araghchi talked to a number of his foreign
counterparts, including the top diplomats of
Turkey, Pakistan, and Qatar.

When talking to Mohammad Al Thani,
Araghchi told the Qatari foreign minister
that Iran stands by the Persian Gulf country,
a position stated multiple times by Iranian
dignitaries since Israel’'s unprecedented
aggression took place.

G7’s claims
againstlirana
gross distortion
of reality: Iran
foreign ministry

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry has
strongly dismissed allegations raised by the
Group of Seven (G7) Rapid Response Mecha-
nism (RRM) and its associate members, con-
demning them as “baseless, unfounded, and
politically motivated.”

On Friday, the G7 RRM — which includes Can-
ada, the United States, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the European
Union, with Australia and New Zealand as as-
sociate members - issued a statement accus-
ing Iran of carrying out “transnational repres-
sion and other malign activities.”

According to the G7, Iranian intelligence ser-
vices had engaged in a “disturbing pattern” of
harassment and intimidation against political
opponents living abroad, including alleged at-
tempts to kidnap and assassinate dissidents.
The statement also accused Tehran of con-
ducting cyber operations aimed at intimidating
journalists, dividing societies, and threatening
Jewish communities. » Page 2

Tehran, Almaty
eye joint trade
hub with China’s
Khorgos

TEHRAN - The head of Kazakhstan’s Associa-
tion of Free Economic Zones has proposed cre-
ating a joint commodity exchange linking Tehran,
Almaty and China’s Khorgos Free Economic Zone
(FEZ), during a meeting with a Tehran Chamber
of Commerce delegation led by its president,
Mahmoud Najafi Arab.

The plan envisions the three sides offering
goods and sourcing supplies through a common
market, he told Iranian delegates on their first
day of meetings in Almaty, Kazakhstan's com-
mercial capital.

Najafi Arab said Tehran Chamber, which rep-
resents about 47,000 members accounting for
nearly 45 percent of Iran’s GDP, was ready to
expand cooperation with Kazakhstan's private
sector through trade missions, specialized we-
binars, and joint participation in business events.

He said Iran’s private sector could invest in
industrial zones and free trade areas around Al-
maty despite challenges posed by sanctions.

Yerbol Bukharbayev, who also heads the region-
al office of the World Free Zones Organization in
Central Asia, called for strengthening trilateral ties
with Iran, Kazakhstan and China. He said Kazakh-
stan plans to hold an exhibition on its free and spe-
cial economic zones in Tehran in 2026 and invited
Iranian firms to participate.» Page 4

A Washington
Post editorial
advocating more
bombings in Iran

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - A recent Washington Post editorial
published a few days before Iran agreed to re-
sume cooperation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) reflects a recurring narra-
tive in Western media, but one far from providing
a balanced and contextually nuanced analysis.

The Washington Post editorial titled “Iran is
poking the bear again” fits within a long-stand-
ing discourse portraying Iran as an actor outside
the international order, a “rogue state” whose
sole behaviors are disobedience, sabotage, and
threat. The piece suggests Iran is “inviting” more
U.S. bombings, after its nuclear sites came under
attack by American and Israeli forces back in June
while it was in the middle of a diplomatic process
with Washington, because it has suspended co-
operation with the IAEA.

While politically convenient for certain strate-
gic interests, this construction oversimplifies and
distorts reality, leaving out a more nuanced un-
derstanding. » Page 2
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

The right diplomatic approach is an
important step forward

In a note, the Iran newspaper addressed
technical diplomacy and the careful use of legal
frameworks. It wrote: The recent incident and
the agreement between Tehran and the (In-
ternational Atomic Energy) Agency to continue
cooperation and resolve the remaining issues
have shown once again that Iran, by using tech-
nical diplomacy and careful use of existing le-
gal frameworks, can largely neutralize Israel’'s
strategy to securitize the (Iran nuclear) case.
While the Israeli regime was trying to create
conditions for consensus-building against Iran
by inciting the media environment, influencing
the Agency’s reports, and pressuring the mem-
bers of the (IAEA) Board of Governors, Tehran,
with a preemptive approach based on the log-
ic of diplomacy, practically prevented the case
from changing from technical to security. If
Tehran can continue this path steadily and the
Agency does not deviate from its technical role,
the possibility of opening new paths to resolve
disputes without the need for costly confron-
tation will increase. Ultimately, the Iran nuclear
case is no longer just a technical issue, but a re-
flection of the power structure in the region and
the world.

Shargh: Quitting NPT will be Iran’s response
to return of snaphack sanctions

Shargh devoted its editorial to Iran’s power-
ful tool against the activation of the snapback
mechanism that would return the UN Security
Council sanctions against Iran lifted under the
JCPOA. It wrote: One assumption is that the
Western parties know that using the snapback
will prompt Iran to withdraw from the NPT. In
such a case, their threats will be reduced, so
they themselves are willing to delay it. Using
snapback will not give them anything more than
what they have achieved so far. Iran has shown
that, despite avoiding conflict, it can cause seri-
ous damage to the Israeli economy. Europe and
the United States have the tool to use the snap-
back. Instead, Iran has the tool to quit the NPT
and not stay in the treaty for a moment. There-
fore, Iran must be able to use this tool when its
benefits outweigh its costs. Iran has declared
that it does not want to produce an atomic
bomb. This withdrawal is important if it wants
to produce an atomic bomb. Therefore, in the
face of the snapback stick the only tool that Iran
has is the “threat of withdrawing from the NPT

Vatan-e-Emrooz: An agreement with open
eyes

Vatan-e-Emrooz, in an analysis, pointed to
the important points in the recent agreement

between Iran and the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, writing in light of the irresponsible
behavior of the Agency in the joint U.S-Zionist
regime’s attacks on Iran’s nuclear facilities, the
Agency’s access should be more limited than the
time before the imposed 12-day war.

Iran must have a practical response to the
political and irresponsible behavior of the Agen-
¢y, because it is in line with protecting national
interests. After the June 12-day war, any type of
cooperation with the Agency should be linked to
a possible comprehensive agreement.

Negotiations and agreement must defi-
nitely meet Iran’s demands, i.e., the lifting of
sanctions. Any type of cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy Agency should be
conditional on deactivating the snapback mech-
anism. Accordingly, considering the nature of
Europe’s behavior and policy against Iran, the
framework of cooperation between Iran and the
Agency should not go into effect under any cir-
cumstances before putting the snapback mech-
anism out of agenda.

Hamshahri: Iran’s warning to leaders of Is-
lamic countries

The Hamshahri newspaper wrote Iran’s warn-
ing about the evil intentions of Israel must not
be taken for granted by the Islamic and Muslim
nations. It said: The Zionist regime’s terrorist
attack on Qatar has been met with a wave of
widespread condemnation from Arab and Is-
lamic governments.

However, this global bloc has so far failed
to adopt effective strategies in the face of Tel
Aviv’s continuous aggression. This failure comes
at a time when, in recent years, and especially
after the war on Gaza, Iranian officials have
repeatedly warned at various levels about the
Zionists’ sinister approaches and plans in the
region, and have called for greater convergence
among Arab and Islamic countries to confront
this regime’s aggression in a coordinated and
coherent manner.

These warnings came before the recent ter-
rorist attack by the Zionist regime on Qatar. The
attack was another serious warning against
the “dangerous passivity” of Arab and Islamic
governments. Now, on the eve of an emergen-
¢y summit of Islamic leaders, including the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation and the Arab
League, which is scheduled to be held in Doha on
Monday, a re-examination of warnings by Irani-
an officials is necessary. The Muslim world must
focus on Tel Aviv's provocative and dangerous
behaviors before it is too late.

European Snapback efforts could inflict
‘irreparable damage’: Araghchi

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has issued a stark warning to the
United Kingdom, France, and Germany, cau-
tioning that their ongoing efforts to revive
UN Security Council sanctions against Tehran
could lead to “irreparable damage.”

In a message posted Saturday on X, former-
ly Twitter, Araghchi addressed the European
trio—known as the E3—who, along with Iran,
signed the 2015 nuclear agreement.

The three governments are reported-
ly pressing to trigger the deal's “snapback”
mechanism, which would restore sanctions
lifted under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

Araghchi argued that the Europeans have
“no legal, political, or moral entitlement” to
activate the mechanism, given their failure to
uphold their own obligations under the nu-
clear accord. Both Iran and its partners, Rus-
sia and China, have long maintained that the
E3’s violation of the agreement, including the
re-imposition of sanctions, invalidates any
claim they might have to invoke snapback.

The foreign minister also mocked the logic
behind the E3’s approach. “It is not just that
the E3 has no entitlement to invoke snapback,
and that even if they did, ‘use or lose it doesn’t
work,” he wrote.

“It's that the correct expression for the E3’s
dilemma is ‘use it and lose it Or better yet,
‘use it and lose it all.”

Tehran has repeatedly warned that any suc-
cessful attempt by the Europeans to reinstate
sanctions would trigger far-reaching retal-
iatory steps. These could include scrapping a
recently negotiated agreement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) aimed
at reviving cooperation, or even withdrawing
altogether from the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT).

On Saturday, Araghchi presented details of
the IAEA agreement during an extraordinary
session with the Iranian Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Committee. After
the meeting, the committee’s chairman, Ebra-
him Azizi, told reporters that withdrawal from
the NPT remained on the table if European
governments pressed ahead with their snap-
back bid.

Azizi, however, stressed that Tehran still
prefers a diplomatic outcome. “If the Europe-
ans and the agency fulfill their commitments,
it has been agreed that under this same
agreement the snapback issue will be set
aside—unless the Europeans renege on their
pledges or the agency fails to meet its obliga-
tions,” he said.

Iran’s warning comes amid escalating ten-
sions over the fate of the nuclear deal, with
Tehran insisting that any further provocation
by the E3 could dismantle what remains of the
JCPOA framework and plunge the diplomatic
process into crisis.

G7’s claims against Iran a gross distortion
of reality: Iran foreign ministry

From page 1 » Global Affairs Can-
ada went further, claiming that a
hacker group linked to Iran - iden-
tified as the so-called Handala Hack
Team - had conducted a “hack and
leak” operation beginning on July 8.

The operation allegedly targeted
five Iranian international journal-
ists, including one based in Canada,
and involved publishing personal
information such as government IDs
and private content on social media
and Iranian news platforms. The G7
claimed such activities amounted to
an unacceptable violation of sover-
eignty and an effort to silence dis-
sent abroad.

In its response on Sunday, Iran’s
Foreign Ministry categorically reject-
ed these accusations as a fabrication
aimed at tarnishing the Islamic Re-
public’s image. It said the allegations
represented a deliberate attempt to
distort the truth by portraying Irani-
an officials charged with safeguard-
ing the country’s national security as
perpetrators of repression.

“The Islamic Republic firmly re-
jects these politically motivated
allegations,” the ministry declared.
“These claims are not only false but
serve as a cover for the unlawful
and destabilizing policies of the very
states making them.

Tehran stressed that it was, in

fact, the G7 countries that should be
held accountable for fueling instabil-
ity across the globe. The statement
pointed to Western interventions in
West Asia - from military invasions to
sanctions regimes - as the root caus-
es of lawlessness and insecurity.

The ministry also highlighted the
G7's unwavering political, military,
and financial support for the Israeli
regime, which continues to commit
grave violations of international law,
international humanitarian law, and
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human rights in Palestine.

“Those who arm and defend the
apartheid regime in Tel Aviv, while
enabling its massacres against the
people of Gaza and the West Bank,
have no moral authority to lecture
others on human rights,” it said.

Iran further described the cyber
allegations as a coordinated dis-
information campaign designed to
justify increased Western pressure
on Tehran. “These accusations are
neither new nor credible,” the min-

istry added, “but rather part of a

broader strategy to shift blame away
from the G7’s destructive record”

Concluding its statement, the
ministry emphasized Iran’s sover-
eign right to defend its people and
its security.

“The Islamic Republic will not be
intimidated by politically motivat-
ed accusations from powers whose
own actions have consistently un-
dermined regional and global stabil-
ity,” it said.

A Washington Post editorial advocating more bombings in Iran

Opinion
Editorial Board +

.;

Iran is poking the bear again

The Iranian regime invites more U.5. bombing by stonewalling nuclear

inspectors.
September 2, 2025
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From page1»
The construction of the Iranian
“other”: Beyond the stereotype

In dominant Western perception,
Iran is the “other,” inevitably dan-
gerous, an actor lacking legitimacy
or validation for its security and de-
velopment aspirations. This narra-
tive ignores fundamental structural
causes, such as the historical impact
of Western interventions, the re-
gional context of fierce rivalries, and,
crucially, the unilateral actions of the
United States and some allies that
have shaped regional tensions.

This simplistic portrayal not only
prevents a deep understanding of
Iran’s motivations but also serves as
an implicit justification for aggres-
sive policies, from harsh economic
sanctions to the use of military force.
In many ways, the “other” is not
merely a label: it is a discursive tool
to obscure external responsibilities
and build internal consensus around
the “Iranian threat.”

The absence of serious analysis
on the crisis after the U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA

It is essential to remember that
the current context stems directly
from the U.S’s unilateral decision to
exit the 2015 Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018. This
agreement represented a historic
multilateral effort to contain nuclear
proliferation and normalize relations
between Iran and the West.

The editorial responds with a
“blame Iran entirely” approach, ig-
noring the devastating impact of
the US. withdrawal. The reimposi-
tion of severe sanctions on Iran’s oil
sector and broader economy dealt
a strategic blow, pushing Tehran to
reconsider its cooperation and adopt
assertive stances to protect its sov-
ereignty.

From this perspective, Iran’s so-
called “stubbornness” should be
understood as the reaction of a state
witnessing a principal interlocutor
violate international agreements
while applying unilateral economic
and military pressure. The decline
of mutual trust—unmentioned in
the editorial—is the very breeding
ground for the current escalation
and suspicion surrounding the nu-
clear program.

Another particularly critical point
omitted by the editorial is the par-
adox of US. airstrikes on Iranian
nuclear facilities during ongoing
negotiations. This action flagrantly
contradicts the U.S. rhetoric of “will-
ingness to engage” and reveals a di-
plomacy operating with simultane-
ous strategies of military pressure
and formal dialogue.

Such double-dealing undermines
trust and perpetuates a vicious cycle
of mutual suspicion. Historically, U.S.
diplomacy has often relied on super-
ficial negotiations or broken prom-
ises, discouraging counterparts. A
notable example was the mediation
over the release of Eden Alexander,
the Israeli-American soldier held by
Hamas during the Gaza genocide;
although concessions were agreed
upon for his release, Washington
failed to uphold its subsequent
promises, undermining  credibili-
ty and generating deep skepticism
about the sincerity of its diplomatic
commitments.

These practices of “pressure di-
plomacy and broken promises” have
led Iran and other regional actors to
adopt extreme caution, taking de-
fensive or evasive positions in nego-
tiations as a legitimate response to
past experiences. Blaming Iran alone
without recognizing this dynamic
perpetuates a biased and ineffective
view for conflict resolution.

Controlling Iranian Uranium

The editorial uncritically endors-
es Western demands for full IAEA
access and precise knowledge of
Iran’s uranium locations. From Iran’s
perspective, these demands raise
justified concerns. There is fear that
such information could be diverted
for military purposes, particularly by
Israel, a regional actor with a docu-
mented history of attacks on Iranian
nuclear sites, sometimes based on
intelligence provided by internation-
al agencies.

The IAEA has, at times, been
viewed with suspicion in Iran for
collaborating with Israel by sharing
sensitive reports or locations that
led to military operations. This his-
tory undermines the presumption of
complete objectivity on the part of
the IAEA and reinforces Iran’s cau-
tious approach and desire to protect
strategic data.

National sovereignty and security
are legitimate rights of any state,
particularly in a context of covert
aggression. Consequently, insistence
on exhaustive oversight without ex-
plicit and reciprocal guarantees is
unilateral and obstructs the possi-
bility of rebuilding trust.

The editorial also ignores that
claims of US. airstrikes having
completely or long-term destroyed
Iran’s nuclear program were highly
mediated and politicized. Expert and
intelligence assessments later indi-
cated that actual damage was limit-
ed and Iran could quickly resume es-
sential capabilities—an assessment
that led to the dismissal of the U.S.
Defense Intelligence Agency chief for
contradicting the official narrative.

The Iranian nuclear program must
be understood primarily as an ex-
pression of strategic autonomy and
national sovereignty. Beyond its ci-
vilian applications, Iran sees it as a
tool to assert its right to decide on
its own technological and energy de-
velopment amid external pressures.
Maintaining the nuclear energy cycle,
including certain uranium reserves,
reflects a desire to preserve inde-
pendence and regional balance.

Furthermore, Iran’s limitation of
inspector access following attacks
on critical facilities should not be
viewed merely as “subterfuge,” but
as a defensive response to aggres-
sion that violated its sovereignty and
threatened the security of its critical
infrastructure.

Impact and contradictions of
economic sanctions

The editorial acknowledges that
sanctions have limited impact due
to Iran’s economic cooperation with

China and Russia but does not ex-
plore how these sanctions affect
the civilian population or contribute
to radicalizing positions rather than
moderating them.

Economic sanctions, while de-
signed as strategic pressure tools,
tend to punish the most vulnerable
indiscriminately and erode internal
political dialogue. Ignoring this fac-
tor overlooks why Iranian resistance
is not solely political but also social,
rooted in the impulse to resist what
is perceived as an economic and po-
litical encirclement aimed at subju-
gating a nation.

Given the complexity of the sit-
uation, it is clear that only through
genuine diplomatic engagement—
overcoming unilateralism and re-
specting the legitimate concerns of
all parties—can a stable and lasting
solution be achieved.

Iran’s nuclear program, while sub-
ject to legitimate scrutiny, must also
be understood within the framework
of national sovereignty and the right
to self-determination. Demanding
unconditional submission without
tangible guarantees of non-aggres-
sion and mutual respect limits the
prospects for rapprochement.

Arealistic analysis must recognize
that U.S. diplomacy has often been
ambiguous and duplicitous, eroding
trust, and that traditional pressure
and multilateral sanction schemes
without openness to justified con-
cessions have proven ineffective at
containing the conflict.

In attempting to present an “ob-
jective” overview, the Washington
Post editorial reproduces a biased
and simplistic narrative about Iran.
It ignores that the current crisis re-
sults from a complex chain of deci-
sions, errors, and unilateral actions,
particularly the U.S. withdrawal from
the JCPOA and selective sanctions
and military strikes.

Constructing Iran as the irrevo-
cable enemy, while ignoring power
dynamics, history, regional context,
and Western actions that precipi-
tated the crisis, lacks analytical rigor
and frustrates any realistic pros-
pects for resolution. Mutual distrust,
fueled by contradictory diplomatic
practices and disregard for Iranian
sovereignty, cannot be overcome
without a deep reevaluation of pre-
vailing policies and narratives.

Ultimately, pursuing a policy that
recognizes the legitimate interests
and rights of all parties, restores
channels of trust, and avoids military
and economic escalation is the only
way to stabilize a region that has
suffered greatly and remains crucial
for global security.



Cooperation with IAEA still
not a sure thing

Iran’s top security body says renewed attacks, return of UN sanctions
will force country to ditch Cairo deal

By Mona Hojat Ansari

TEHRAN - The agreement
signedin Cairo last week between
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
and International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) Director General
Rafael Grossi to resume coop-
eration sparked consternation
among conservatives in Iran and
placed domestic pressure on the
Pezeshkian administration. Now,
the Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) has stepped for-
ward to announce what should
have been clear from the begin-
ning: the agreement was ap-
proved by the SNSC, Iran’s top
security body, and there’s no
guarantee the deal will come to
fruition if Iran’s rights and safety
are not respected.

The council comprises the
president and several of his min-
isters, Iran’s top military com-
manders, the parliament speak-
er, the judiciary chief, and one
or more representatives of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.
It also operates through multi-
ple specialized committees led
by the country’s top experts and
analysts.

Following US.--Israeli attacks
on Iranian nuclear sites in June,
the Iranian parliament passed a
bill establishing SNSC as the de-
termining body regarding Iran’s
relationship with the IAEA. The
resolution suspended ties with
the UN nuclear watchdog, cit-
ing its failure to take a definitive
stance on the attacks and ac-

L il
Photo shows lranian FM Abbas Araghchi (L) shaking hands with his Ger-

man counterpart ahead of a meeting with the top diplomats of E3 and EU's
foreign policy chief on June 20, 2025.

cusing it of having facilitated the
aggression through a report al-
leging Iranian non-transparency.
The bill also said the suspension
should remain in effect unless
the SNSC decides otherwise.

In a statement released on
Sunday, the council said it ap-
proved of the Cairo agreement
after a thorough scrutiny by its
nuclear committee. “The text
of these arrangements was re-
viewed by the Nuclear Commit-
tee of the Supreme National Se-
curity Council, and what has been
signed is essentially the same as
what was approved by that com-
mittee,” the statement read.

The new deal does not have
practical steps. Rather, it prom-
ises to explore ways to allow
IAEA inspectors back into the

country. Inspections at the three
nuclear sites targeted during the
war (Esfahan, Natanz and For-
dow) will take longer to resume,
according to the SNSC.

“After the necessary security
and safety conditions are estab-
lished, Iran will submit its report
to the IAEA only after obtaining
the opinion of the SNSC. Also, the
practical methods for Iran-IAEA
cooperation on the report sub-
mitted to the agency should be
agreed upon by the two sides.

Any action must be approved
by the SNSC,” the body’s state-
ment added. It, however, warned
that implementation would stop
of the US. and Israel decide to
repeat the June saga, or the E3
(Britan, Germany, and France) re-
stores UN sanctions against Iran.

In late August, European sig-
natories to the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA)—a
2015 agreement from which the
U.S. withdrew three years later,
prompting Europeans to subse-
quently abandon their commit-
ments—activated a process to
reinstate UN sanctions against
Tehran. The JCPOA allows signa-
tories to reimpose these sanc-
tions if they deem Iran non-com-
pliant.

Iranians argue that Europe
lacks the moral and legal right to
pressure Iran, as the country only
scaled back its commitments af-
ter the US. withdrew from the
JCPOA and Europeans, despite
remaining official signatories, ef-
fectively followed suit.

For the time being, Europe can
prevent a further escalation with
Iran by securing a new UN Secu-
rity Council resolution that ex-
tends relief from the pre-JCPOA
UN sanctions. Furthermore,
South Korea, the rotating presi-
dent of the UNSC, has finalized a
draft resolution that would per-
manently lift the anti-lran UN
embargos. That, however, is un-
likely to be adopted.

The potential restoration of
UN sanctions currently appears
to be the greatest threat to the
implementation of the Cairo deal.
During a Saturday meeting with
Iranian lawmakers, a significant
portion of Araghchi’s remarks
focused on this threat.

Enrichment under the NPT, JCPOA, and UNSR2231

A legal and political reassessment in

From Page 1 » emphasiz-
ing historical opposition by nu-
clear-weapon states (NWS) and
the proliferation risks inherent in
fuel-cycle activities. They argue
that the NPT’s text lacks explicit
endorsement of enrichment and
that safeguards cannot reliably
prevent diversions to military
purposes.

This  perspective, however,
overlooks the treaty’s foundation-
al principles of sovereign equality
and the absence of prohibitions on
enrichment, interpreting political
preferences as legal constraints.

This article examines claims
made by Sokolski and Squassoni,
considering the legal text and
history of the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT), alongside
recent events. The analysis will
include the June 2025 Israel-lran
conflict, which saw strikes on
Iranian nuclear facilities. These
developments highlight concerns
that nuclear governance is be-
coming increasingly politicized,
with enforcement appearing se-
lective based on alliances rath-
er than impartial application of
international law. Using Iran’s
nuclear program - uniquely rec-
ognized under the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
and UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231 - as a key example, this
article argues that biases in dis-
cussions about nuclear issues are
undermining the NPT’s credibility
and increasing global instability.

The legal framework of the
NPT

Article IV, paragraph 1, of the
NPT declares: “Nothing in this
Treaty shall be interpreted as af-
fecting the inalienable right of
all the Parties to the Treaty to
develop research, production and
use of nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes without discrimination
and in conformity with Articles |
and Il of this Treaty”

This provision establishes a

broad presumption of access to
nuclear technologies for non-nu-

clear-weapon states (NNWS),
contingent on  non-prolifera-
tion safeguards administered by
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). Critically, the trea-
ty does not enumerate specific
technologies like uranium enrich-
ment or reprocessing, nor does
it impose blanket restrictions on
them.

Under principles of interna-
tional law, as articulated in the
Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties (1969), states retain sov-
ereign rights unless explicitly lim-
ited by agreement. The absence of
prohibitive language in the NPT
thus implies that enrichment for
peaceful purposes is permissible,
provided it complies with IAEA
verification.

Sokolski and Squassoni counter
that “nowhere in the treaty is any
such ‘right’ mentioned” and that
NPT negotiations lacked consen-
sus on granting NNWS access to
the full fuel cycle.

They cite historical documents,
such as the 1946 Acheson-Lil-
ienthal Report, which warned
that enrichment and plutonium
reprocessing are “too central to
bomb-making” for safeguards to
be effective, rendering inspec-
tions potentially misleading.

During NPT talks in the 1960s,
proposals from countries like
Great Britain and Sweden to pro-
hibit fuel-making were debated
but not adopted, and efforts to
formalize a “right” to the entire
fuel cycle failed.

However, this historical oppo-
sition reflects political concerns
rather than legal consensus. The
NPT’s drafters deliberately avoid-
ed prescriptive details on tech-
nologies to balance non-prolif-
eration with development rights,
particularly for the Global South.
As legal scholar Daniel Joyner ar-
gues in Interpreting the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (2011),
the treaty operates on a “permis-
sive” model: prohibitions must be
explicit, not inferred. Recent IAEA

assessments reinforce this inter-
pretation. In its May 2025 report,
the IAEA noted Iran’s enrichment
to 60% purity—beyond JCPOA
limits but not prohibited under
the NPT itself—while emphasizing
that no diversion to military pur-
poses had been detected prior to
the June conflict.

The NPT's safeguards sys-
tem, while imperfect, provides a
framework for verifying peace-
ful intent, countering claims that
enrichment is inherently unveri-
fiable.

The political dimension:
Asymmetries and double stan-
dards in nuclear governance

The enrichment debate is in-
extricably linked to power imbal-
ances in the global nuclear order.
Sokolski and Squassoni’s analy-
sis exemplifies a Western-cen-
tric narrative that presumes
NNWS programs, especially in
non-aligned states, are inherent-
ly suspect. They highlight Iran’s
insistence on enrichment rights
as a proliferation risk, noting
US. historical vacillations—from
near-granting reprocessing
rights in the 1970s to opposition
and eventual reluctant accep-
tance—while downplaying similar
leniencies toward allies.

This selective scrutiny as-
sumes, without any single evi-
dence that programs like Iran’s
are “military-oriented”, echoing
a broader discourse that burdens
NNWS with verification while

light of recent developments

NWS and non-NPT states evade

comparable obligations. The June
2025 lIsrael-Iran conflict vividly
illustrates these double stan-
dards. On June 13, Israel launched
pre-emptive strikes against Ira-
nian nuclear facilities, scientists,
and Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps military commanders, cit-
ing Iran’s alleged proximity to a
nuclear weapon.

The United States followed
with aerial strikes on June 21-22
targeting Fordow, Natanz, and
Esfahan, aiming to degrade Iran’s
capabilities. Iran retaliated with
missile strikes, but a ceasefire
was announced on June 23. Israel,
anon-NPT state with an estimat-
ed at least 90 nuclear warheads,
faces no IAEA oversight, yet it ini-
tiated military action against an
NPT signatory.

This disparity of tolerating Is-
rael’s undeclared nuclear arsenal
converts nuclear governance into
a tool of geopolitics, prioritizing
alliances over legal equity. Such
actions perpetuate a system
where NWS and their allies act as
self-appointed “verifiers,” impos-
ing costs on others for their own
strategic anxieties.

The Non-Aligned Movement
has long criticized this as neo-co-
lonial, arguing it undermines the
NPT’s “grand bargain” of disarma-
ment in exchange for technology
access.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Egypt stun Iran at
2025 FIVB World
Championship

TEHRAN - Egypt beat Iran 3-1 (25-17, 16-25,
25-23, 25-20) in the third day of matches of the
2025 FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship
on Sunday.

Ahmed Shafik led Egypt with 18 points, while
Ali Hajipour collected 17 points for Iran.

Team Melli will play Tunisia and the Philippines
on Tuesday and Thursday, respectively.

Taking place in Manila, Philippines, 32 teams
from across the world are competing for the
coveted title, divided into eight pools of four
teams, where the top two advance to the
knockout stage.

The tournament continues in SM Mall of Asia
Arena and Smart Araneta Coliseum in Manila
through 28 September, when the final will de-
termine whether Italy defend their crown or new
champions will emerge.

Iran too strong for
Samoa at FIBA U16
Women’s Asia Cup
2025-Division B

TEHRAN - Iran vented all of their frustrations
by dealing Samoa a 78-45 beatdown to barge into
the win column of the FIBA U16 Women'’s Asia Cup
2025-Division B, Sunday at the Karisma Arena.

That 67-70 collapse to India still fresh in their
minds, the young Team Melli roared to a 20-9
start before breaking away in the second chapter,
never to let up as they indeed learned from Sat-
urday’s lessons.

It could be recalled that the West Asian side
coughed up a 61-50 fourth-quarter lead to their
counterparts from South Asia, with Mahek Shar-
ma making the game-winning three-point play
entering the final minute.

And that’s precisely why the charges of Coach
Serveh Zarghamyan showed a concerted effort
to double down on defense, especially in the final
period even though they were already leading by
20-plus points.

The Iranians have improved to 1-1 in Group A
following the win and will look to end the Group
Phase with back-to-back victories when they take
on Uzbekistan on Monday, September 15, at 14:00
local time.

Four players finished in double figures in the
win, led by Elina Kazemevini with 13 points. Asma
Shadrouh and Elena Ahmadian produced 12 points
apiece, with the latter adding & rebounds and 6
assists plus a steal.

Sara Mokhtari notched a double-double of 11
points and 10 rebounds as 11 of the 12 players
scored at least 2 points in the triumph thanks to
the 24 assists they finished with - 14 more than
what their foes had.

Jalyn Newton-Taito had 10 points to lead Sa-
moa, fiba.basketball reported.

Mohammad
Pouladgar
appointed as ATU
Honorary Vice
President

TEHRAN - Former president of Iran’s Tae-
kwondo Federation Mohammad Pouladgar was
appointed as Honorary Vice President of Asian
Taekwondo Union (ATU).

Signed by Sang Jin Kim, President of the Asian
Taekwondo Union, it is announced that, in recog-
nition of Mohammad Pouladgar’s many years of
involvement in taekwondo and in appreciation of
his “valuable support and enduring participation”
in the sport’s events across the continent, he is
appointed as an Honorary Vice President of the
Union.

Pouladgar has served as a formal Vice Presi-
dent of the Union for 15 years, from 2009 to Sep-
tember 2025.

Pouladgar currently works as vice president of
Iran’s National Paralympic Committee (NPC).
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Ex-Man City
defender Denayer
linked with
Persepolis

TEHRAN - Former Manchester City defender
Jason Gregory Denayer has been reportedly linked
with a move to Persepolis.

Denayer, 30, spent four seasons with the Citi-
zens, during which time he also gained experience
on loan at big European clubs such as Galatasaray,
Celtic and Sunderland.

Denayer then moved to the French league and
had a decent spell at Lyon. Iranian media reports
suggest that Iran’s Persepolis have set their sight
on signing the Belgian player.

Two Americans join
Esteghlal women’s
basketball team

TEHRAN - Cheah Rael-Whitsitt and Sabria Dean
have joined Esteghlal women'’s basketball team.

Power forward center Cheah Rael-Whitsitt has
most recently played at KR Reykjavik in Icelandic
Subway League. She has also played in Germany,
Iceland, Puerto Rico, Ireland and Kosovo.

Sabria Dean, who has played in New Orleans,
plays in guard position.

Esteghlal play in Iran Women'’s Basketball (Pre-
mier) League, which is the highest level of nation-
al women’s basketball competition in Iran.

Tractor’s Torabi to
miss Shabab
Al Ahli match

TEHRAN - Tractor football club’s iconic mid-
fielder Mehdi Torabi missed the match against
Shabab Al Ahli of the UAE in the 2025-26 AFC
Champions League Elite.

He suffered a hamstring injury in the Iran Pro
League match against Aluminium Arak on Friday.

Dr. Akbar Moradi, Tractor’s physician, said that
Torabi will need 10 to 14 days of rest and will un-
dergo a treatment process.

Tractor will commence the ACL Elite campaign
on Tuesday with a match against Shabab Al Ahli at
the Al Rashid Stadium.

Mehdi Taremi
nets brace for
Olympiacos

TEHRAN - Iran international forward Mehdi Ta-
remi scored two late goals against bottom-placed
Panserraikos on Saturday.

Olympiacos defeated Panserraikos 5-0 at the
Karaiskakis Stadium.

Ayoub El Kaabi opened the scoring for the host
in the 48th minute. Fransisco Ortega made it 2-0
in the 66th minute and Daniel Podence scored the
third goal four minutes later.

With two minutes remaining, Taremi scored the
fourth goal and found the back of the net in injury
time. Olympiacos lead the table with nine points
from three matches.

Persepolis held by
Foold: PGPL

TEHRAN - Persepolis football team were held
to a 1-1 draw by Foolad in Matchweek 3 of the
2025/26 Iran Persian Gulf Pro League (PGPL) on
Saturday.

Right-footed Ali Alipour netted just before
halftime for Persepolis in Tehran’s Shahr-e Qods
Stadium. Mohammadreza Soleymani equalized
two minutes into the second half for Foolad.

In Qazvin, Shams Azar and Paykan settled for a
1-1 draw. Zob Ahan defeated Mes 2-0 in Isfahan,
and Chadormalou and Malavan played to a goal-
less draw.

Kheybar remain top of the table with seven
points from three matches, followed by Chador-
malou and Persepolis, each with five points.
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‘Great potential for Iran-Pakistan economic
ties expansion, if existing obstacles removed’

TEHRAN- The development of economic rela-
tions between Iran and Pakistan, from agricul-
ture and food security to energy and industry,
has great potential, but this cooperation faces
challenges such as sanctions, weak infrastruc-
ture, and smuggling, a member of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) stated.

Seyyed Reza Noorani reviewed the current sit-
uation and development opportunities in the field
of imports and exports between the two countries
and emphasized that, given the vast economic
capacities, if the existing obstacles are removed,
trade between Iran and Pakistan can reach a much
higher level than the current situation and bring
great benefits to both countries.

As announced by the head of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), Iran ex-
ported non-oil commodities valued at $603 mil-
lion to Pakistan during the first four months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July 22).

Foroud Asgari said that Pakistan was Iran’s
sixth top non-oil export destination in the men-
tioned four-month period.

On August 3, an Iran-Pakistan Business Con-
ference was held in Islamabad with Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian in attendance, alongside
a high-ranking delegation. The event was hosted
by Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

Upon his arrival at the conference venue,
Pezeshkian was welcomed by Senator Dar. The
gathering brought together numerous business
leaders, officials from chambers of commerce,
and representatives of major Pakistani invest-
ment firms.

In his opening remarks, Pakistan's Commerce
Minister Jam Kamal Khan welcomed the finaliza-
tion of a draft Free Trade Agreement between the
two countries and said both sides are committed
to resolving tariff-related issues and enhancing
border infrastructure.

He announced that the next session of the Iran-
Pakistan Joint Economic Commission will be held
in Tehran next month and highlighted the activa-
tion of the Pishin-Mand border market as a joint
commitment aimed at boosting bilateral trade. He
also revealed plans to open a new border crossing
at Chadgi-Kouhak.

Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mining and Trade
Mohammad Atabak, also addressed the confer-
ence, expressing appreciation for Pakistan’s sup-
port of Iran during Israel’'s recent 12-day offensive,
which he said had deeply resonated with the Ira-
nian public.

Atabak noted that while trade volumes between
the two countries had increased last year, imple-
mentation of current agreements will require
expansion of land terminals, improvement of rail
connectivity, and enhanced port cooperation.

Senator Dar emphasized the close ties between
Iran and Pakistan under the framework of the
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), and
invited Iranian investors to explore opportunities
in Pakistan, citing broad economic reforms and
the creation of a special investment facilitation
council.

Referring to his recent talks with Iranian For-
eign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi, Dar said both
countries are determined to strengthen coopera-
tion in customs and border infrastructure devel-
opment.

Iran and Pakistan have been striving to expand
economic cooperation despite longstanding infra-
structure bottlenecks and geopolitical challenges.
Both nations are part of the ECO bloc and share
strategic interests in regional trade connectivity,
especially through initiatives like the Pishin-Mand
border market and the INSTC corridor.

Also, Reza Masrour, Secretary of Iranian Free
Trade, Industrial and Special Economic Zones High
Council, who was one of the delegates accompa-
nying President Pezeshkian during his visit to Pa-
kistan, said that Iran and Pakistan were exploring
joint agricultural ventures and transport corridor
integration as part of efforts to boost bilateral
trade, including plans for cross-border rice cul-
tivation and connecting Pakistan’s China-backed
economic corridor to Iran.

He proposed several initiatives in a meeting
with Pakistani Commerce Minister Jam Kamal
Khan, held on August 3, on the sidelines of Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s official trip to Pakistan.

Among the key proposals were joint paddy
farming in Pakistan and processing the rice in
Iran’s Chabahar Free Zone, as a way to address
Iran’s severe water shortages while expanding

agricultural cooperation.

Masrour also called for multi-entry business
visas, the establishment of a joint free zone, and
linking the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) through Iran to Russia and Europe via the
International North-South Transit Corridor (IN-
STC).

“These ideas reflect our neighborhood-focused
policy, and the potential to unlock joint production
and significantly expand trade,” Masrour said, em-
phasizing the shared cultural and historical ties
between the two countries.

Pakistan’s commerce minister welcomed the
proposals and said their implementation could
substantially boost the current trade volume,
which he estimated at around $3.0 billion.

Iran and Pakistan signed a joint statement, in
Islamabad on August 3, pledging to expand co-
operation in agriculture, trade and food security,
with officials setting a goal to boost bilateral agri-
cultural trade to $3.0 billion within two years.

Iran’s Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri
Ghezeljeh said current exchanges stand at around
$1.4 billion, but the two countries have comple-
mentary strengths that can be used to secure
each other’s needs across different seasons.

He noted that Iran will expand exports of dairy
products, nuts, fruits and vegetables to Pakistan,
while Islamabad will supply a portion of Iran’s corn
and rice demand and provide at least 60 percent
of its meat imports under the new plan.

Nouri said the two sides agreed to strengthen
cooperation in research on climate change and
food security, and to set up a joint agricultur-
al committee that will meet every six months to
monitor progress and resolve bottlenecks.

“The construction sector may drive the econo-
my, but agriculture drives food security,” he said,
stressing that regional collaboration is key in
adapting to global changes.

Rana Tanveer Hussain, Pakistan’s Federal Min-
ister for Industries and Production and National
Food Security and Research, described the Tehran
meeting as “fruitful,” highlighting agreements on
boosting agricultural trade, scientific collabora-
tion and joint efforts to address climate change.

He said increasing imports and exports be-
tween the two neighbors would be more economi-
cal than relying on distant suppliers such as Brazil,
particularly in rice and livestock.

Officials emphasized that trade would involve
both the public and private sectors, with mecha-
nisms such as barter and tailored trade facilities
under discussion.

They said the initiative not only aimed at ensur-
ing mutual food security but could also contribute
to regional stability.

Iran and Pakistan also signed two agreements
on agricultural cooperation, on August 20, fo-
cusing on the creation of a joint agriculture com-
mittee and collaboration in plant protection and
quarantine.

The signing ceremony took place in Tehran with
Iran’s Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh and Pakistan’s Minister for National Food
Security Rana Tanveer Hussain in attendance.

Nouri said the agreements were the outcome
of a three-day visit by a Pakistani delegation and
joint meetings between the two sides.

One memorandum of understanding establish-
es the first Iran-Pakistan Joint Agriculture Com-
mittee, while the other outlines cooperation on
plant health and quarantine measures.

Nouri said the two countries, given their agri-
cultural capacities and food security needs, have a
strong basis for expanding cooperation.

The minister added that the initiative follows
up on Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian’s re-
cent trip to Pakistan, where both sides agreed to
pursue food security and agricultural trade more
actively.

He said the deals are aimed at removing bar-
riers in exports and imports of key commodities.

Nouri predicted that bilateral trade in food and
essential goods, currently about $1.3 billion a year,
could grow to $3.0 billion within two years.

He said Pakistan has committed to sourcing
part of its food and agricultural needs from Iran,
while Tehran will import essential goods from Pa-
kistan. He added that barter trade could help ac-
celerate the exchange.

Pakistan’s food security minister Hussain said
the agreements were part of instructions from
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to advance com-
mitments made during Pezeshkian’s visit to Is-
lamabad.

Tehran, Almaty eye joint trade hub
with China’s Khorgos

TEHRAN - The head of Ka-
zakhstan’s Association of Free
Economic Zones has proposed
creating a joint commodity ex-
change linking Tehran, Almaty
and China’s Khorgos Free Eco-
nomic Zone (FEZ), during a meet-
ing with a Tehran Chamber of
Commerce delegation led by its
president, Mahmoud Najafi Arab.

The plan envisions the three
sides offering goods and sourc-
ing supplies through a common
market, he told Iranian delegates
on their first day of meetings in
Almaty, Kazakhstan’s commer-
cial capital.

Najafi Arab said Tehran Cham-
ber, which represents about
47,000 members accounting for
nearly 45 percent of Iran’s GDP,
was ready to expand cooperation
with Kazakhstan’s private sector
through trade missions, special-
ized webinars, and joint partici-
pation in business events.

He said Iran’s private sector
could invest in industrial zones
and free trade areas around Al-
maty despite challenges posed
by sanctions.

Yerbol Bukharbayev, who also
heads the regional office of the
World Free Zones Organization in
Central Asia, called for strength-
ening trilateral ties with Iran,
Kazakhstan and China. He said
Kazakhstan plans to hold an
exhibition on its free and spe-
cial economic zones in Tehran in
2026 and invited Iranian firms to
participate.

Iranian business representa-
tives also sought partnerships
in grain production. Mohammad
Ali Rezaei, head of Iran’s Medic-
inal Plants, Food Products and
Saffron Union, noted Tehran’s
heavy reliance on grain imports
and proposed joint cultivation
projects in Kazakhstan.

He added that much of Iran’s
saffron exports reach China via
third countries, with only 30 tons
out of 120 tons annually shipped
directly. A Tehran-Almaty-Khor-
gos trade hub, he said, could help
re-channel such exports and

benefit from zero-tariff arrange-
ments between Iran, Kazakhstan
and China.

Ali Akbar Shamani, deputy
head of Iran’s Customs Adminis-
tration, suggested a “green cor-
ridor” customs mechanism with
Kazakhstan, modeled on Iran’s
existing agreement with Russia,
to facilitate trade.

Najafi Arab said Tehran Cham-
ber would establish a special
task force to study cross-bor-
der farming and commodity ex-
changes with Kazakhstan, and
encouraged a future mission of
Iranian start-ups to Almaty.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Tehran Chamber Secre-
tary-General Fereydoun Verdine-
jad, Iran’s consul general in
Almaty, Sona Ahmadi, and senior
customs officials.

In early August, Iran’s Minister
of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Farzaneh Sadegh and Ka-
zakhstan’s Minister of Transport
Nurlan Sauranbayev have agreed
to strengthen transportation
cooperation and jointly draft a
roadmap focused on boosting
transit through the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC).

The meeting took place on
the sidelines of the Third UN
Conference on Landlocked De-
veloping Countries in Awaza,
Turkmenistan, where both min-
isters stressed the need for in-
frastructure coordination and
swift implementation of earlier
multilateral agreements signed

between Iran, Kazakhstan, Rus-
sia, and Turkmenistan.

Sadegh called for accelerated
execution of the eastern branch
of the INSTC, emphasizing Ka-
zakhstan'’s central role.

She also proposed a compre-
hensive five-year agreement
covering all modes of transport,
a suggestion welcomed by the
Kazakh side.

The two sides reviewed oppor-
tunities to enhance multimodal
connectivity, including rail, road,
maritime, and air transport.

Sauranbayev emphasized that
Kazakhstan imposes no restric-
tions on Iranian flights and ex-
pressed interest in collaborative
infrastructure development,
particularly a Caspian Sea initia-
tive akin to the “Caspian Bridge”
project being developed with
Azerbaijan.

The ministers agreed to assess
the full potential of Caspian Sea
routes for a “leap” in logistics
cooperation, aiming to diversify
transit paths to and from Iranian
ports.

As part of a broader goal to
increase bilateral trade to $3
billion, discussions included ex-
panding port capacity, stream-
lining customs, and organizing
multilateral logistics meetings
with neighboring countries—es-
pecially targeting routes toward
the Caucasus and Europe.

In a forward-looking move,
both sides agreed to form a joint
technical committee tasked with

drafting cooperation documents
and a detailed roadmap prior to
the upcoming state visit by the
Iranian president to Astana.

They also agreed to hold reg-
ular virtual meetings to ensure
continued progress.

These developments align with
Iran’s strategy to position itself
as a critical transit hub linking
Central Asia to global markets
via the Persian Gulf and Indian
Ocean.

The 20th session of the
Iran-Kazakhstan Joint Economic
Committee was held in Astana, in
mid-June, with the participation
of Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh,
Iran’s Minister of Agriculture and
head of the Iranian delegation.

Nouri thanked the Kazakh
government, particularly Trade
and Integration Minister Arman
Shakkaliyev, for hosting the
meeting, and expressed hope
that the session would help ad-
vance the strategic partnership
between the two countries.

Referring to the committee’s
previous 19 sessions, Nouri said
the continued meetings reflect
both sides’ firm commitment to
expanding bilateral ties.

Nouri announced that lranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian is
expected to visit Astana soon at
the official invitation of his Ka-
zakh counterpart.

Documents finalized during
the committee’s latest session
will be prepared for signing
during the visit.

During the meeting, the two
countries agreed on several ini-
tiatives to boost economic co-
operation and facilitate trade.
These include the formation of
a joint Iran-Kazakhstan invest-
ment working group to examine
shared investment opportuni-
ties; enhanced trade and busi-
ness engagement through the
establishment of trade centers
and co-hosted exhibitions; and
the finalization of a mutual rec-
ognition agreement for Autho-
rized Economic Operators to
streamline customs procedures.

NIGC raises gas supply to power plants by 2 bcm

TEHRAN - Iran has increased natural gas
deliveries to its power plants by around two
billion cubic meters (bcm) since the start of
the current Iranian calendar year (late March
2025), bringing total supplies to 47.4 bcm by
September 11, according to the National Irani-
an Gas Company (NIGC).

The figure compares with 45.4 bcm in the

same period last year, NIGC data showed,
Shana reported.

Officials said the higher deliveries came as
electricity demand surged during the sum-
mer peak, with securing stable power sup-
plies remaining a top priority for the country.

Power plants are the largest gas consum-
ers in the warmer months, while households

and businesses dominate demand in winter.
The increase this year indicates the gas sec-
tor was able to meet rising seasonal needs on
time, the report said.

NIGC Head Saeed Tavakoli said last month
that plants were receiving gas at full capac-
ity and that no gas-fired facilities had faced
shortages during the spring and summer.

NIDC builds 2nd mobile oil treatment unit

TEHRAN - The National Iranian Drilling
Company (NIDC) has built its second mobile
oil treatment (MOT) unit using in-house ex-
pertise and equipment, its managing director
said.

Mehran Makvandi noted the company’s en-
gineers had focused on innovation, integrat-
ed technical services and software solutions
to improve drilling operations.

He said the new unit offers faster deploy-
ment and higher reliability than the first do-
mestically produced system.

While earlier models required two or three
trailers, the latest unit is mounted on a single
trailer, allowing for quicker transport, instal-
lation and operation, he added.

-

The MOT unit is designed to process crude
oil directly at the wellhead by removing wa-
ter, salt, sediments and associated gases
before sending the treated oil to pipelines or

refineries. It was recently tested at wells 37
and 38 in the Lali oilfield operated by the Na-
tional Iranian South Oil Company, with results
approved by the client. The system is now in
use for well repair operations near Ahvaz.

Makvandi said the technology boosts pro-
duction, prevents wastage and helps meet
the Oil Ministry’s policy of banning crude
burning in open pits. By reducing on-site
flaring, the MOT also mitigates air and water
pollution.

The new unit can process up to 5000 bar-
rels per day at 800 psi pumping pressure,
making it a valuable tool for environmental
protection and cost efficiency, he said.

TSE leads FEAS working group on social media oversight

TEHRAN - The Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE) hosted the sec-
ond online meeting of the Fed-
eration of Euro-Asian Stock
Exchanges (FEAS) market sur-
veillance working group, focus-
ing on monitoring social media
in the context of TSE’'s market
surveillance.

The session was led by Mo-
hammad Reza Shah Nazari, TSE
deputy head of market surveil-
lance, and Reza Ghafouri, direc-
tor of market supervision.

Also at the meeting, Habib
Ghazanfari, head of the TSE's
Market Integrity Watch Depart-
ment, presented a new frame-
work for digital oversight and re-
viewed global challenges facing
financial regulators in the digital
era.

His presentation included
historical case studies of mar-
ket manipulation via platforms
such as Telegram, Twitter and
Instagram, along with the TSE'’s
responses, including forming a
specialized task force to moni-

tor social media. He stressed the
growing influence of online plat-
forms on investor behavior and
the need for innovative supervi-
sory approaches.

Zahra Ramezani, an analyst
at the Market Integrity Watch
Department, outlined tools and
methods for monitoring virtu-
al spaces at the TSE. In the final
segment, Fatemeh Nazemi pre-
sented two real cases of market
manipulation through social me-
dia and detailed their legal con-
sequences.

The meeting concluded with
an emphasis on strengthening
new supervisory strategies and
improving capital markets’ pre-
paredness against risks from
digital platforms. The TSE said
the group’s work reflects its
commitment to advanced tech-
nology, international cooperation
and innovation in market over-
sight to maintain transparency
and security in Iran’s financial
system.



From satellites to propaganda: Google
implements Mossad’s digital siege

From page 1 »
Manufacturing denial

The September 2025 contract,
exposed by Drop Site News, tasked
Google with running a six-month
global propaganda  operation
through its ad platforms, YouTube
and Display & Video 360. Labeled
hasbara—state propaganda—the
campaign’s central message was
blunt: “There is food in Gaza. Any
other claimisalie.” Millions of views
were generated worldwide, even as
the United Nations declared a fam-
ine in Gaza City and surrounding
areas.

Weaponizing propaganda amid
starvation

Gaza’'s Health Ministry reports
that more than 420 Palestinians,
including nearly 150 children, have
died from hunger and malnutrition
as a result of Israel’s blockade on
food, fuel, and medicine in the wake
of its nearly two-year war on the
enclave.

Instead of reversing course, Isra-
el spent tens of millions on paid ads
to deny famine and attack the cred-
ibility of international organizations
like the UN and UNRWA. Contracts
indicate an additional $3 million
was spent with Elon Musk’s X and
around $2 million with Outbrain/
Teads to amplify similar narratives.

From Knesset debate to corpo-
rate contract

The propaganda strategy was
first debated openly in Israel’s
parliament, the Knesset, on March
2, the day the total blockade on
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Google employees stage a sit-in at the company’s Sunnyvale,
California office in October 2024

Gaza was announced. Lawmakers
focused not on civilian suffering,
but Israel's “image problem.” IDF
spokesperson Avichai Edrei sug-
gested a digital campaign to “ex-
plain that there is no hunger;” a plan
now realized through Google's $45
million contract.

Whitewashing ministers advo-
cating starvation

The campaign runs alongside
public calls by Israeli ministers to
starve Palestinians:

Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich: “No water, no electricity, they
can die of hunger or surrender”

Heritage Minister Amichay Eliya-
hu: “Palestinians need to starve... if
there are civilians who fear for their
lives, they should go through the
emigration plan.”

Google’s

platforms  amplify

messages erasing these openly
genocidal statements from global
view, projecting a false narrative of
abundance.

Project Nimbus and hidden
maps

These propaganda efforts build
on January 2025 revelations of
Project Nimbus, where Google and
Amazon provided Israel with Al,
cloud computing, and battlefield
tools. By mid-2024, Israel’'s Nation-
al Cyber Directorate acknowledged
Nimbus's direct contribution to
combat operations: “Thanks to the
Nimbus public cloud, phenomenal
things are happening during the
fighting... these things play a sig-
nificant part in the victory,” said di-
rector Gaby Portnoy.

The latest reports regarding

Mossad’s request to Google to ob-
scure satellite imagery of sensi-

tive sites in Israel, combined with
its role in propaganda operations,
demonstrate the company’s dual
function: powering battlefield op-
erations while erasing the visibility
of strategic targets.

Two-pronged complicity

Silicon Valley’s role in Gaza goes
beyond just technology—it extends
into shaping narratives as well.
On one hand, tech companies pro-
vide the hardware of war: Al, cloud
computing, and battlefield tools
that assist in targeting and military
operations. On the other hand, they
provide the software of deception:
platforms like YouTube, X, Outbrain,
and Google Ads that spread propa-
ganda, deny famine, discredit the
UN, and even suppress satellite
imagery.

Western media silence

The UN Special Rapporteur Fran-
cesca Albanese has warned that
Google profits from the ongoing
violence in Gaza. In response, Goo-
gle co-founder Sergey Brin has
dismissed the UN'’s concerns as
“transparently antisemitic.” Mean-
while, much of the Western media
has echoed Israeli talking points,
leaving independent outlets, such
as Drop Site News, to reveal the
tech giant’s involvement.

Since October 2023, Israel’s siege
and attacks have claimed the lives
of nearly 65,000 Palestinians. Be-
yond the battlefield, this devas-
tation depends on Washington’s
political backing and active collab-
oration from Silicon Valley.
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Between occupation and brutality: Israeli
advances and Syria’s brutal new order

From page 1 » The escalation has been punc-
tuated by a series of acts of aggression. In late
August, Israeli drone strikes in the Damascus
countryside killed six Syrian soldiers, a strike
that followed a ground incursion reported by
Syrian sources.

The next day, Israeli forces carried out a land-
ing operation at a former army site in Kiswa,
southwest of Damascus, deploying dozens of
troops and search equipment and remaining on
site for hours before withdrawing.

On September 8, multiple airstrikes hit sites
in Homs, Latakia, and Palmyra. Fresh reports of
explosions in Damascus and Latakia have con-
tinued alongside claims that newly delivered
Turkish equipment was destroyed in these at-
tacks.

These operations are not happening in a
vacuum of diplomacy. Damascus and Tel Aviv
remain in direct, fraught “security talks” — of-
ficials say intended to revive elements of the
1974 disengagement arrangement — even as
Israeli officials signal a broader agenda that
would codify a sustained security presence in
southern Syria.

Syrian leader Ahmed al-Sharaa (Abu Mu-
hammad al-Jolani), installed after the collapse
of the Assad government in December 2024,
frames negotiations as an effort to restore pre-
2024 borders and curb Israeli strikes.

Israeli statements, by contrast, increasingly
describe a perimeter and infrastructure that

Arab leaders: Global silence fuels Israel’s crimes

From page 1 » Israel launched the airstrike
in a residential area as Hamas leaders con-
vened in their Doha office to discuss a deal
proposed by US. President Donald Trump
aimed at ending Israel’s two-year war on
Gaza.

The proposed deal would release all re-
maining captives held by Hamas in exchange
for Palestinian prisoners held by Israel,
alongside a ceasefire.

The attack killed five Hamas members
and a Qatari security official, but missed the

Hamas leadership it had been aiming for.

The United Nations Security Council unan-
imously condemned the strike on Thursday.

While the Trump administration attempted
to distance itself from the attack, evidence

points to coordination between Israeli forces
and US. Central Command (CENTCOM), in-
cluding cooperation with U.S.-controlled air
defense systems.

The attack on Qatar also underscores
Israel’s regional ambitions, commonly re-

reads like a long-term occupation.

Supporters of Israel describe the strikes and
outposts as a defensive buffer. Many observers
— diplomats, regional analysts, and indepen-
dent verifiers — see something else: a per-
sistent campaign of interdiction that has bled
into territorial consolidation.

When interdiction requires roads, hardened
positions, and continuous patrols across an-
other state’s internationally recognized territo-
ry, the line between “temporary security mea-
sures” and de facto annexation begins to blur.

At the same time, Syria has been convulsed
by horrific internal violence since al-Assad fell
in December 2024.

Monitoring groups and rights investigators
have documented widespread extrajudicial kill-
ings and massacres — the mass bloodletting
in Suwayda is the most visible example — and
large-scale, systematic attacks on Alawite
communities along the coast and in Homs and
Hama, where survivors describe entire families
executed, homes torched, and villages targeted
in sectarian campaigns.

Amnesty International, the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, and other monitoring
organizations have documented executions in
hospitals, public squares, and homes; indepen-
dent investigations have reconstructed exten-
sive evidence of mass killings.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

ferred to as the “Greater Israel” vision.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
publicly supported this expansionist agen-
da, which could extend Israeli borders
to encompass parts of Jordan, Lebanon,
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.

Interview with the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Islamic Republic of Iran:
Thai Ambassador’s Insight on Strengthening Thailand-Iran Ties through Travel and Tourism

L -

H.E. Mr. Pichit Boonsud, Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Islamic
Republic of Iran

A Glance at Thailand’s Tourism

Formany years, Thailand has become one
of the most popular tourist destinations
for Iranians. The country’s diverse natural,
cultural, and tourist attractions, combined
with the longstanding and cordial relations
between Iran and Thailand which dates
back for four centuries, are likely key rea-
sons for this warm reception. Given that
tourism is a significant part of Thailand’s
culture and economy, we sat down for an
interview with His Excellency Mr. Pichit
Boonsud, Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Thailand to Iran, who has made consider-
able efforts in strengthening the existing
friendly ties between Iran and Thailand. We
began by asking about the statistics on the
number of ranian tourists visiting Thailand
and vice versa. He responded:

“According to the data from Thailand’s
Ministry of Tourism and Sports, in 2024
there were 64,962 Iranian tourists travel-
ling to Thailand. This number represents
an increase of more than 25% as com-
pared to 2023, when it was 51,576. Before
the COVID-19 pandemic, over 100,000 Ira-
nian tourists visited Thailand yearly. The
Royal Thai Embassy is working to bring
this number back to pre-pandemic levels

[

and, thankfully, our Iranian friends are still
choosing Thailand as their most favourite
tourist destination in Southeast Asia after
all these years of the pandemic. When it
comes to the number of Thai tourists vis-
iting Iran, it is unfortunate that accurate
statistics are not readily available to me. It
is likely that this data is compiled and man-
aged by the Iranian tourism authorities.
But | am sure lots of Thais wish and even
plan to visit and explore the vast array of
world-famous tourism sights in Iran when
their schedules permit.”

His Excellency continued by explaining
about some of the effective measures that
the Thai government undertakes to in-
crease the figure of international travellers
to Thailand, that is the use of more facilita-
tive visa and immigration procedures:

“To ease international travel and en-
courage more visit to Thailand, the Thai
government has decided to implement an
electronic visa (e-Visa) application system
in all its embassies and consulates around
the world, starting from 1 January 2025.
This system aligns with global standards
and enhances both security and integrity as
well as provides ease in the visa application
process, thus facilitating travel for potential
tourists to Thailand. Now people will be able
to apply for avisa from anywhere and at any
time with this e-Visa system. Recently, a
new immigration tool has also been used in
the form of the Thailand Digital Arrival Card
(TDAC), starting from 1 May 2025. TDAC re-
places the paper arrival card that one has to
complete and present to the immigration
officer upon arrival in Thailand. This means
less hassle as travellers can fill the required
form beforehand, thus saving time while on
atrip.”

“The Royal Thai Embassy encourages
everyone to make acquainted with this new
e-Visa and TDAC. We hope this system will
lead to more Iranians visiting Thailand, thus
fostering people-to-people connectivity
that can serve as a solid foundation for our
lasting friendly relations.”

His Excellency also considers this year
a special year for Thailand’s tourism and
mentioned:

“This year has been designated by the
Royal Thai government as the ‘Thailand
Tourism and Sports Year 2025! It is a one-
year initiative to strengthen Thailand’s ris-
ing position as a global tourism and sports
destination. International travellers can
enjoy the world-renowned Thai hospitality
and participate in various activities that suit
their interests, or even try something new
to broaden their experiences, such as riding
an elephant, joining the Amazing Thailand
Marathon Bangkok 2025 this coming No-
vember, or shopping beautiful and artistic
Thai handicrafts from local communities
nationwide.”

His Excellency then offered additional
reasons why Iranians should travel to Thai-
land.

“The trip to Thailand can never be easier
as the country is the aviation hub of South-
east Asia. Major international airports are
situated across Thailand, from Bangkok
in the Central Plains to Chiang Mai in the
North and Phuket in the South, where a
number of long-haul and short-haul car-
riers commute daily. Once landed at these
airports, visitors can also choose to ex-
plore various provinces and islands of their
choice with fast and convenient transpor-
tation network. What is more, those who
may wish to explore other countries in the
ASEAN region after Thailand can also make
a seamless flight connection from Bangkok
to all major cities around the region.”

“While the majority of Iranians are in-
clined to choose Bangkok and Phuket as

their favourite travel destinations in Thai-
land over the years, there are many other
provinces that might also become ‘the next
best thing’ for them. For example, Chiang
Mai; the second largest city in Thailand, that
has breathtaking landscape and beautiful
architecture as well as delighted cuisine
and vibrant shopping streets. The highest
point of Thailand is also in Chiang Mai at
the top of Doi Inthanon where tourists can
do a social media check-in and take stun-
ning pictures. Ayutthaya, which is close to
Bangkok and can be visited on a day-trip,
has a special place in the history of Thai-
land and Iran. It was the former capital of
Thailand during the corresponding period
of the Persian Empire and, most important-
ly, Ayutthaya was the starting point of our
longstanding friendly relations given that
Sheikh Ahmad, the famous Persian mer-
chant, was the first Iranian to set foot here
in the 16th century. Nowadays, visitors can
find the tomb of Sheikh Ahmad located at
Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Rajabhat Univer-
sity in Ayutthaya as a visible reminder of our
centuries-old amicable exchanges.

Iran Tourism in the Envoy’s Views

Since Iran is also known for its unique geo-
graphical, cultural, and touristic attractions,
we asked the Ambassador which aspects of
Iran he finds most interesting during his stay,
and what recommendations he has for tour-
ists regarding Iranian landmarks, handicrafts,
or food. Without hesitation, His Excellency
described Iran as a country with a rich civili-
sation and history, and shared his admiration

Mae Kampong Village, Chiang Mai: where tourists can explore authentic cultural experiences

of the Northern Thai village.

The Grand Palece, one of the most stunning landmarks in Bangkok.

forits cultural heritage:

“Everybody knows that Iran is home to
some of the oldest civilisations in the world,
with places like Persepolis in Shiraz showing
the grandeur of ancient empires. The cities of
Isfahan and Yazd are known for their intricate
architecture and beautiful tile work found in
mosques and historical buildings. Tehran,
the capital, also has magnificent palaces and
monuments such as the Golestan Palace,
Niavaran Palace, and Azadi Tower”

“As for Iranian cuisine, the variety is im-
mense and differs depending on the region.
However, one might want to try ‘Abgoosht,
a traditional Iranian dish with a long history
that is a reminder of family gatherings and
evokes a warm and cosy feeling, Speaking
of souvenirs from Iran, of course the fa-
mous Persian carpets would be the first
to think about while ‘Khatam Kari" is also
known as a valuable gift”

Going Forward in Iran-Thailand
Relations

At the end of the interview, we asked His
Excellency to share some thoughts on the
current status of Iran-Thailand relations
and how he envisages it. He responds:

“As | stated earlier, Thailand and Iran
have a longstanding friendship that goes
back over 400 years. The people of both
countries have a deep cultural heritage,
which is reflected in food, music, and lan-
guage, and there have been some traces of
cultural exchanges here and there. In light
of diplomatic connections, the two nations

established formal ties in 1955, and this
year marks the 70th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations, one of the longest between
Iran and countries in Southeast Asia”

“Evidently, people-to-people interac-
tions form an essential foundation for our
centuries-old relations so it must be con-
tinually promoted as more acquaintance
between Thais and Iranians will lead to
mutual understanding and mutual re-
spect. In fact, | am glad to note that there
are numerous Thai students who received
scholarships from the Iranian government
to study in Iran while many thousands of
Iranians travel to Thailand for leisure and
business every year”

“When the Iranian President, H.E. Masoud
Pezeshkian, in the first few months after his
inauguration last year, announced his vision
to reach out and deepen ties with countries
both near and far, with emphasis on those
with friendly relations, | know instantly that
both Thailand and Iran have beenina strong
position in this noble endeavour because
we always regard each other as friends and
stay true to this view. Given the 70th anni-
versary of our diplomatic relations this year,
| wish to invite both Iranians and Thais to
take advantage of this milestone to reflect
on our enduring bonds of friendship and
get to know each other even more through
multiple exchanges. Let us use our diverse
range of people-to-people connection that
we have forged throughout the years as a
platformto create aresilient and rewarding
future together”

]
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Archaeologists evacuate Gaza artefacts
from storehouse threatened by Israeli strike

TEHRAN - Archaeologists evacuated
nearly three decades of finds from a Gaza
City building on Wednesday after Israeli au-
thorities warned it would be targeted in an
air strike, officials said.

“This was a high-risk operation, carried
out in an extremely dangerous context for
everyone involved — a real last-minute res-
cue,” said Olivier Poquillon, director of the
French Biblical and Archaeological School of
Jerusalem (EBAF), which stored the relics,
the Guardian reported.

The Israeli army did not confirm issuing
the warning when asked by AFP, but several
sources said France, UNESCO and the Lat-
in Patriarchate of Jerusalem had secured a
brief reprieve that allowed most artefacts to
be removed from the storehouse, located on
the ground floor of a residential tower.

“With almost no international actors left
on the ground, no infrastructure, nothing
functioning, we had to improvise transport,
labor and logistics,” Poquillon said.

The evacuation was conducted in secre-
cy, he added, with priority given to avoiding
risks to human life as Israeli operations con-
tinued in Gaza’s largest urban center.

The collection contained about 180 cubic
meters of finds from Gaza’s five main ar-
chaeological sites, including the fourth-cen-
tury Saint Hilarion monastery, a UNESCO
world heritage site. EBAF said the monas-
tery’s mosaics remained exposed and vul-
nerable to damage.

“Gaza has an extremely ancient heritage,
very precious for the region, showing the
succession and coexistence of peoples, cul-
tures and religions,” Poquillon said.

One of Gaza’s two museums has been de-
stroyed and the other heavily damaged since
the conflict began nearly two years ago. Re-
searchers told AFP that the EBAF storehouse
was the only significant repository of arte-
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facts left in the territory.

Gaza's archaeological work restarted after
the 1993 Oslo accords, with digs at the an-
cient Greek port of Anthedon and a Roman
necropolis. Excavations halted after Hamas
took power in 2007 and Israel imposed a
blockade, resuming later with support from
the British Council and French NGO Premiére
Urgence Internationale (PUI).

With ceasefire talks stalled and Israel con-
sidering a full takeover of Gaza, archaeolo-
gists said prospects for future excavations
were limited. UNESCO has already identified
damage to 94 heritage sites using satellite
imagery, including the 13th-century Pasha’s
Palace, but has not carried out a full inven-
tory.

“We saved a large part, but in a rescue
you always lose things, and you always face
painful choices,” said René Elter, an archae-
ologist affiliated with EBAF and scientific
coordinator for PUI.

Elter said the depot was especially valu-
able because its collections had been sys-
tematically classified. “Many items have
been broken or lost, but they had been pho-
tographed or drawn, so the scientific infor-
mation is preserved. Perhaps that will be the
only trace that remains of Gaza's archaeolo-
gy — in books, publications, libraries,” he said.

Iranian handicrafts put on view at

Thessaloniki exhibit

TEHRAN-- The Iranian Cultural Consultant
in Greece announced the display of Iranian
handicrafts at the 89th International Fair
of Thessaloniki, the second largest city in
Greece, during September 6-14.

It showcased the rich culture of Iran in a
pavilion: a precious complex of the most
prominent Iranian handicrafts including ce-
ramics, wood carvings, miniatures, and other
works, ISNA reported.

The Iranian body called this event as a
unique opportunity for the Greek public as
wellas international visitors to the exhibition
to experience authentic and enduring Irani-
an art firsthand, and announced: “The warm
welcome of visitors, especially art enthusi-

asts and handicraft activists, demonstrated
the attractiveness and importance of Iran’s
cultural heritage at the international level”

The active presence of the Cultural Coun-
selor of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in the 89th Thessaloniki International
Fair was an opportunity to strengthen sci-
entific, cultural and academic cooperation
between Iran and Greece.

During the exhibition, the Iranian Cultur-
al Counselor visited various booths and had
constructive meetings and discussions with
scientific and culturalinstitutions, university
professors, students, prominent research-
ers and inventors.

Global audiences gain access to Iranian
heritage through 24-hour TV

TEHRAN — Meysam Shokripour, manager
of Persepolis Internet TV, has said the first
24-hour channel dedicated to UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, launched less than a year ago,
allows audiences worldwide to access Irani-
an cultural and historical content, including
Persepolis, via mobile phones, computers
and smart TVs.

Pointing to the future of TVs which show
cultural heritage contents in global level, he
said that countries such as the US., Egypt,
Greece, and Italy will launch specialized cul-
tural heritage TVs, CHTN reported.

In spite of high costs, this is a big measure
for introducing Iranian civilization to the
world, he added.

He explained that this TV content has been
prepared in Persian, English, and French lan-
guages.

With dubbing and subtitles, it is possible
to exploit it for international audiences, he
said. This medium is a platform for showing
conferences, research, and cultural events,
although due to security considerations,
some programs are broadcast non-live, he

pointed out.

Regarding the recent concert of the Arme-
nian Orchestra, Shokripour said: “This pro-
gram is not only an artistic event, but also a
cultural bond between Iran and Armenia. The
widespread reception of the program by the
public showed that such events can be an
incentive for society to return to its cultur-
al heritage. Even outside the complex, there
was a large crowd interested in participating
in the program.”

Emphasizing the observance of safety
requirements in the program, he added: “In
recent concert, all technical considerations,
including the orientation of the audio bands
and the intensity of the sound, were exam-
ined. Fortunately, no damage was done to
the structure of Persepolis, and good coop-
eration took place between the organizers
and cultural heritage experts.”

He also suggested that holding such pro-
grams in other historical sites in Fars prov-
ince, such as the Saadi Tomb, Karim Khan
Citadel, and especially Nagsh-e Rostam site,
could also be effective.

TEHRAN - Iran has inaugu-
rated a rural literary tourism
route in the village of Kande-
lous in northern Mazandaran
province, linking local folklore
with cultural and ecological
tourism, officials said.

The one-kilometer route in-
troduces visitors to the leg-
end of “Mina and the Leopard”
through a series of themed
stations, including Mina’s re-
constructed house, murals,
narrative paintings, symbolic
sculptures and a café inspired
by the story.

Hossein Izadi, Director Gen-
eral of Mazandaran's Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts Department, said the ini-
tiative aims to deepen tourism
by offering “narrative-based”
experiences that combine his-
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tory, literature and landscape.
“The idea is that visitors not
only see the sights but also
connect with the cultural his-
tory of Kandelous through the
legend,” he told state media.

5, "‘_ ._m_‘_ ;G)?‘ll':
Kandelous, often called “The
Lost Paradise,” is known for
its preserved rural architec-
ture, wooden-framed windows,
stone alleyways and gabled
rooftops. The village also hous-

es museums of antiques and
medicinal plants, where more
than 250 species of rare herbs
are cultivated.

A key site is the Kandelous
Anthropology Museum, es-
tablished by local scholar Dr.
Aliasghar  Jahangiri, which
contains more than 8,000 ar-
tifacts including pottery, man-
uscripts and agricultural tools.
The museum documents rural
traditions and has played a role
in safeguarding knowledge of
medicinal plants used in the re-
gion for centuries.

Officials said the new literary
tourism route is expected to
boost Kandelous's role as a cul-
tural tourism hub by offering
multisensory experiences and
connecting visitors with Iran’s
folklore and local traditions.

Iranian scholars link Bishapur palace motif to global symbols

TEHRAN - Archaeologists in Iran say a dec-
orative motif known as Gardoun-e Mehr (lit-
erary “Mithra Wheel”) or cross-like pattern,
carved in plasterwork at an ancient royal pal-
ace of Bishapur in Fars province, influenced
artistic and architectural designs across the
world.

The motif, which some scholars equate
with the Greek solar wheel, is visible in the
plaster reliefs of the reception hall at Bisha-
pur, a Sassanid-era site in southern Iran. It is
positioned above the alcove on the northeast
side of the hall, according to reports by Mehr
news agency.

Researchers say the circular design may
symbolize the cycle of life based on the sun
and appears in various forms in historic ar-
chitecture worldwide. The emblem has been
compared to the border motif of the Versace
fashion brand and to ancient patterns found
in Irag.

“Today, Gardoun-e Mehr can be clearly
identified in the plasterwork of Bishapur,
Mohammad Khalil Mahmoudi, director of the
Bishapur heritage base, told Mehr. “This mo-
tif has also been documented in Iraq”

The design, also known as a cross motif,
has been identified in multiple cultures and

periods. Some historians say it resembles the
insignia later used on the Nazi SS flag, though
its origins predate modern associations.

Bishapur (literally, “The city of Shapur”)
was once the grand capital of Sassanid king
Shapur | whose armies defeated the Romans
three times. Narratives say much of Bishapur
was built by Roman soldiers taken captive af-
ter their Emperor Valerian was defeated in c.
260 CE. The city remained an important city
until the Arab invasion of Persia and the rise
of Islam in the second quarter of the seventh
century. It became a center of Islamic learn-
ing (a madrassah has been excavated) and
there were still people living over here in the
tenth century, but the decline started in the
seventh century.

Bishapur has undergone several rounds of
excavation so far. The Palace of Shapur, and a
temple dedicated to the goddess of Anahita,
were highlights of the digs.

The main monuments have been excavated
between 1935 and 1941. Nevertheless, most
of the city is still buried, and incidentally,
teams of archaeologists returned to the site
afterward.

In 2018, UNESCO added an ensemble of
Sassanian historical cities in southern Iran

-- titled “Sassanid Archaeological Landscape
of Fars Region”-- to its World Heritage list.
The ensemble is comprised of eight archae-
ological sites situated in three geographical
parts of Firuzabad, Bishapur, and Sarvestan.
It reflects the optimized utilization of natu-
ral topography and bears witness to the in-
fluence of Achaemenid and Parthian cultural
traditions and of Roman art, which later had
a significant impact on the architecture and
artistic styles of the Islamic era.

The Sassanid Empire, which ruled Persia
from 224 to 651 CE, is known for its art and
architecture, with major sites including Bis-
hapur, Nagsh-e Rostam and Nagsh-e Rajab in
Fars province.

Under Sassanids, Persian art and architec-
ture experienced a general renaissance. Ar-
chitecture often took grandiose proportions,
such as palaces at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and
Sarvestan, which are amongst the highlights
of the ensemble.

Crafts such as metalwork and gem engrav-
ing grew highly sophisticated, yet scholarship
was encouraged by the state. In those years,
works from both the East and West were
translated into Pahlavi, the language of the
Sassanians.

Garmsar eyes turning salt mines into tourist attractions

TEHRAN — Garmsar Governor
Ali Hemmati has announced plans
to develop several salt mines into
tourist attractions as part of the
city’s priority programs.

He told ISNA that Garmsar’s
salt mines boast high potentials in
tourism sector in terms of natural
attractions and proximity to the
capital.

Hemmati mentioned the tour-
ism industry as a lucrative indus-
try, adding: “Introducing historical
and natural attractions apart from
their cultural function, plays a sig-
nificant economic role for the local
people”

Pointing to the numerous tour-
ism axes in this city, he added:
“Promoting tourism in the salt
mines and Qasr-e Bahram area
is one of the priority programs
of Garmsar governorship, which
is being seriously pursued this
year”

He said that boosting tourism
through turning salt mines into
the tourism destinations can be
considered a sustainable and at-
tractive alternative in line of eco-
nomic development. It can also
generate jobs and preserve natu-
ral relics, he added.

Also, Head of Garmsar Cultural
Heritage Department Milad Rezaei
said that Garmsar Cultural Heri-
tage Department has two short-
term and mid-term projects for
boosting the city’s tourism indus-
try.

He gave news of activating
travel agencies, adding that these
agencies render services to the
tourism activists.

Rezaei continued that in the next

step, filming and documenting his-
torical tourist sites has begun with

the aim of introducing Garmsar’s
tourism potentials and attract-
ing tourists in the period before
Nowruz and late summer.

Garmsar is a city in Semnan

Province, bordered by Damavand
to the north, Varamin

Aradan district of Garmsar in Sem-
nan Province, stands out from oth-
er tourist attractions in the region
due to its large salt tunnels.

The Kouhdasht Mine is situated
in the southeast of Garmsar and

to the east of Tehran. It is where
salt domes covered with gypsum
and salt emerge. Within these salt
domes, oil traps are found.

(See full text at www.tehrantimes.com)
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and sightseeing spots
that are captivating.

From the unique
Martian hills to the
salt tunnel, Garmsar
attracts many tour-
ists each year. With
the largest mines and
salt tunnels in the
Middle East, Garmsar
currently houses 40
salt tunnels, playing a
crucial role in salt ex-
traction in Iran.

Various countries
worldwide, such as It-
aly, Germany, and Po-
land, harness the pos-

itive effects of salt by .
establishing specialized .
facilities for energy or .

salt therapy to promote
medical tourism. Iran,
blessed with plentiful
salt mines, can leverage
this natural wonder to
boost tourism, espe-
cially during the win-
ter season. Geological
studies have examined
the quality of water re-
sources in the Hableh-
rud region of Garmsar.

Padeh, a village in the

o

Invitation to bid for the export of aluminum sows ingot P1020

Iran Alumina Company (IAC) intend to export Aluminum Sows ingot P1020 in
amount of 1000 up to 3000 Metric Ton (MT) per month through bidding of
premium.

The eligible Bidders would quote their firm offers for premium of aluminum
sows ingot as per following terms and conditions.

1- Commodity: Aluminum sows ingot P1020 min 97.7%.

2-BBG (Bid Bond Guarantee): USD 130000 or in equivalent local currency
93,600,000,000 Rials. The BBG should be valid 3 months.

3-Quantity: Min 1000.MT/months during 6month from November 2025 for
export only . IAC is Shipper.
4- Closing date (to submit the proposal): before 16:00, Local time, on the day
15t October 2025.

5- Opening date: 3 days after closing date.
6- Bidder should quote Their firm premium as per following:

FCA Factory - Jajarm/l.R. IRAN: USD......... per MT.
UsD.......... per MT.

FOB Bandar ABBAS/I.R. IRAN:
Offer validity should be mentioned.

7-Quotational premium: Average LME Cash settlement of the 5 working days
from Loading Day of first truck, Ex-factory, Jajarm or from date of Bill of lading.

8- Contact information: For more details, the bidders can contact or submit
their offer to the following address.

No. 100, Somayeh street, Postal code: 1581875711, IAC office, Tehran-Iran
IAC complex, Km 7 Sankhast Road, Jajarm,Northern khorasan province,
Iran, P.O. Box:1135-94415 legal and contractual affairs.

Tel:0098058-32605312-32605353
website: www.iranalumina.ir
E-mail info@iralumina.ir




Biotech holds 60% share of
pharmaceutical exports

i

TEHRAN -  Biotechnology
products account for a major
portion of Iran’s pharmaceutical
exports, with a share of 60 per-
cent.

Some 99 percent of pharma-
ceutical biotechnology products
are manufactured domestically,
Mehr news agency quoted Haleh
Ahmadi, the head of the associ-
ation of pharmaceutical biotech-
nology producers and exporters,
as saying.

Biotechnology products are
exported to 40 countries world-
wide, compared to 35 countries
in the past Iranian calendar year
(March 2024 - March 2025). The
exported medicines are worth
120 - 130 million dollars, Ahmadi
said.

Thanks to the pharmaceutical
biotechnology producers, the
country is saving 5 billion dol-
lars, which would have otherwise
been spent on importing these
products, she noted.

Currently, 45 pharmaceutical
biotechnology products, includ-
ing medicines, kits, and medical
tools, are produced in Iran, Ah-
madi added.

Iran ranks first in biotech
among Islamic nations

With 1,111 documents in bio-
technology, Iran ranked first
among Islamic countries in 2024,
up from second in 2023, accord-
ing to the recent report pub-
lished by SCimago.

The country ranked 11th glob-
ally in this category. Saudi Arabia,
Iraq, Turkey, and Egypt ranked
second to fifth with 1,008, 979,
839, and 802 articles, respec-
tively.

The report has also included a
ranking based on articles pub-
lished from 1996 to 2024. Over
the 28 years, Iran, with 15188
articles in biotechnology, ranks
first in the region, followed by
Turkey (with 10,973 articles) and
Egypt (with 7947 articles). The
country ranks 15 globally.

In all subject areas and cate-
gories, the country ranks second
in the region and 17th worldwide
with 75,501 articles published in
2024.

Havmg publlshed 966118 arti-
cles in all subject areas and cat-
egories from 1996 to 2024, Iran
ranks second in the region and
19th globally.

Self-sufficiency in medicine

The issue of medicine and
medical equipment production
and self-sufficiency in these ar-
eas is one of the government’s
priorities, Health Minister Mo-
hammad-Reza Zafargandi said in
March.

Medicine and medical equip-
ment are two important areas
related to people’s health, he
said, adding: “We are trying to
reach self-sufficiency for the
supply of medicine and medical
equipment,” IRNA reported.

On January 13, the head of
Iran’s Union of Medical Equip-
ment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters said that medical equip-
ment worth around $20 million is
exported to more than 60 coun-
tries annually.

More than 70 percent of medi-
cal equipment and 100 percent of
normal hospital beds are domes-
tically made, IRNA quoted Abdol-
reza Yaqoubzadeh as saying.

Also, over 95 percent of spe-
cific ICU and CCU beds and more
than 85 percent of operating
room medical equipment, such
as anesthesia machines and oth-
er equipment, are manufactured
with cutting-edge technology in
the country, he added.

Yagoubzadeh went on to say
that the country’s need for med-
ical equipment production is
three to four billion dollars per
year, some one billion dollars of
which is imported.

Some 600 medical equipment
companies are active in the
country, producing around 99
percent of the medicine supplied
to the domestic market.

Medical equipment manufac-
turers in the country produce
and supply over 10,000 types of
medical equipment to domestic
and foreign markets. Now, vari-
ous pieces of laboratory equip-
ment are manufactured at prices
much lower than the same for-
eign products.

Afghanistan thanks IRCS for aid to quake-hit people

TEHRAN - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Afghanistan has issued a statement appreci-
ating the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS)
for the relief supplies delivered following the
devastating earthquake that hit the country.

According to the statement, Iran was the
first country to dispatch humanitarian con-
signments to quake-hit Afghans in Kunar, the
IRCS reported.

On August 31, at 23.47 local time, a 6+
magnitude earthquake struck Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar Province near the Pakistan bor-
der. The epicenter was located in the Kama
district, some 30 km northeast of the city of
Jalalabad. Several aftershocks have occurred
since, with the initial quake felt in neighbour-
ing provinces including Kunar, Laghman, and
Nuristan, as well as Kabul. The quake’s hypo-
center was estimated at only 8 to 10 km be-
neath the surface, exacerbating the quake’s
impact.

A second earthquake of 5.5 magnitude
struck the region on Tuesday, further desta-
bilising the villages.

The Taliban administration has confirmed
the death toll at 2,205, with at least 3,640 in-
jured, though the United Nations has warned
that the numbers may rise as many people
remain trapped under rubble.

More than 6,700 homes have been de-
stroyed, leaving tens of thousands of people
homeless and in urgent need of assistance.

“Itis with profound sorrow that we learned
about the devastating earthquake that hit
Nangarhar, Kunar, Nuristan, and Laghman
in eastern Afghanistan, causing many losses
of life and injuries. The Iranian Red Crescent

Society offers sincere condolences to you
and the family of the victims. We stand by
the people of Afghanistan, and we are ready
to dispatch humanitarian aid as well as relief
teams in case needed,” Pirhossein Kolivand,
the head of the IRCS, wrote in a message to
the president of the Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ARCS), Shahabuddin Delawa, on Sep-
tember 1st.

Following the earthquake, President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian expressed deep sorrow over
the tragedy in the “friendly and brotherly”
nation of Afghanistan. He also wished a swift
recovery for the injured.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi separate-
ly conveyed sympathy to the Afghan people
and the families of the victims, emphasizing
that Iran was fully prepared to dispatch relief
and medical teams to the quake-hit areas.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Bagaei echoed the pledge, stressing that Iran
stands ready to support the treatment of the
injured and to work with Afghanistan through
regionaland joint cooperation to ease the suf-
fering caused by the disaster.

The first shipment involved 100 tons of
essential goods, including some 50 tons of
relief goods, which were sent via a flight, and
60 tons were transported overland through
the Dogharon border.

The consignment included clothing, rice,
beans, blankets, and canned food.

“Iran’s Red Crescent Society always stands
by the nations caught in humanitarian cri-
ses, and in this bitter incident, as always, it
will stand with all its might by the noble and
affected people of Afghanistan,” Razieh Al-
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‘Organ donation rate grows
60-fold in 18 years’

Organ donation rate has increased by 60 times over the past 18 years,

though the growth is not considerable compared to the global scale, head
of the transplantation and treatment of diseases department at the Min-

istry of Health has announced.

Some countries including China have grown 122-fold in terms of organ
donation over the past 10 years, ISNA quoted Mehdi Shadnoush as saying

on Monday.

Although, Iran ranks 26 in organ donation in the world, it can claim bet-
ter ranks given some plans being implemented in this regard, he high-
lighted, adding, we will achieve better results certainly by the next year
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ishavandi, an official from Iran’s Red Crescent
Society, said.

The second shipment, sent on September
6, was delivered to Kabul. It involved 37 tons
of foodstuffs, eight tons of sanitary packag-
es, and 10,000 blankets, ISNA reported.

The third consignment was transported on
six trucks on September 7. It included essen-
tial items like tents, dishes, rice, canned food,
and hygiene kits.

The International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies estimates that
around 84,000 people have been affected
directly or indirectly by the earthquakes, with
thousands displaced.

An assessment by the British charity Is-
lamic Relief Worldwide found that in some
villages, up to two-thirds of residents were
either killed or injured, and almost all build-
ings were severely damaged or destroyed.

Humanitarian groups have called on the
international community to increase support,
not only to save lives but to help Afghanistan
recover from one crisis after another, the
IRCS reported.
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Straight Truth

DOE launches working group to combat
wildlife trafficking in cyberspace

TEHRAN - The Department of Environment
(DOE) has established a working group to
monitor wildlife cybercrimes and combat ille-
gal wildlife trade, an official with the DOE has
said.

Wildlife trafficking is the third most profit-
able crime, following drug and weapon traf-
ficking.

Studies indicate that 25 percent of species
advertised for sale are listed as prohibited in
international trade by the Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES).

From lion cubs to pythons, salamanders,
Persian squirrels, rhesus monkeys, birds such
as falcons, bustards, saker falcons, different
types of hawks, invertebrates, reptiles such
as native and non-native turtles, snakes, and
iguanas are among the most common wild
species that areillegally bought, sold, and kept.

The DOE, in cooperation with experts of the
Wildlife Organization, is also developing an-
other plan to combat wildlife trafficking, which
will be implemented nationwide once it is ap-
proved, ISNA quoted Hamid Zoharbi as saying.

The main goal is to attract more attention to
wildlife trafficking and deal with wildlife traf-
fickers more decisively.

Penalties increased to curb wildlife crimes

In 2024, the DOE increased penalties for
wildlife crimes to deter offenses and strength-

en conservation measures.

Offenses involve the illegal killing of wild-
life, fishing, or hunting without permits. The
penalties for these offenses vary based on the
biological value of each species, the population
crisis, and the endangered status, whether or
not the species is in danger of extinction.

Penalties for hunting and capturing wild ani-
mals and destroying vegetation have increased
from 20.4 million rials (about 20 dollars) to 102
million rials (about 104 dollars).

The penalties for hunting and fishing during
prohibited seasons and hours, hunting and
fishing using unauthorized equipment and
methods, and destroying sources of water like
fountains for animals in protected areas, have
increased from 153 million rials (156 dollars) to
306 million Rials (almost 313 dollars).

The fines for hunting and fishing protected
wild animals, particularly in protected areas
and wildlife sanctuaries without a permit; pol-
luting the water of rivers; lakes, and protected
wetlands; hunting rare and endangered wild
animals; hunting in national parks; and hunt-
ing or killing wild animals using poisons and
explosives; taking actions that pollute the Cas-
pian Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the Sea of Oman
with non-oil substances, has raised from 204
million rials (208 dollars) to 340 million rials
(about 346 dollars) and 408 million rials (416
dollars) to 578 million rials (around 590 dol-
lars), respectively.

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari ‘a haven’ for
wintering migratory birds

TEHRAN - Located on the international mi-
gratory bird corridor, the valuable wetlands and
diverse habitats in Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari host
thousands of birds that choose this province as
a winter refuge to escape the Siberian cold.

With the approach of autumn, flocks of
aqua and waterside birds like grey geese, grey
cranes, lesser white-fronted geese, herons,
white-headed ducks, different types of plovers,
and curlews start flying to Choghakhor, Gan-
doman, and Solagan wetlands.

Unlike seasonal wetlands, these wetlands
are covered with water all year round. Sufficient
water, diverse vegetation, a variety of species
like insects, mollusks, crustaceans, fish, rep-
tiles, and amphibians, along with environmen-
tal security and tranquillity, round-the-clock
protection by environmentalists, and online
monitoring have provided a safe and stable
habitat for the birds.

Some birds stay for the whole winter, while
others simply rest for a while and pass through
the wetlands.

Gandoman Wetland was registered as Iran’s
27th wetland of international importance in
February. Stretching to 1,070 hectares, it is one
of Iran’s top five birdwatching sites and the
country’s most important permanent habitats
for migratory birds.

Choghakhor wetland is flowing on 1687 hect-
ares, being designated as a hunting restricted
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area. It is home to 47 bird species, including mi-
gratory birds such as the northern pintail. The
wetland is home to more than one percent of
the population of the common pintail and en-
dangered species such as the white-headed
duck and the eastern golden eagle. Choghakhor
Wetland is also one of the most important hab-
itats for the native Zagros fish in Iran

Last year, 85 migratory bird species, includ-
ing more than 300,000 birds, arrived at the
wetlands, and 25 species bred here.

National plan to improve wetland conser-
vation

In June, the Department of Environment
(DOE) and the Ministry of Agriculture signed
a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to
launch a national plan for empowering local
communities to protect and promote the sus-
tainable use of wetlands.

The main objective of the MOU is to turn wet-
land protection from a government initiative
into a comprehensive social responsibility by
focusing on training, empowering, and involv-
ing local communities.

Wetlands represent a vital ecosystem and
are known as the kidneys of the Earth. These
ecosystems, among other things, provide clean
water, protect against floods, restore under-
ground aquifers, and maintain surface water
flow during dry periods.

Hustle and bustle for newschool year

Students accompanied by their parents are busy buying stationery and other items as the
new school year will officially start on September 23.

Some 16 million students are forecast to attend schools this year.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

The sinwhich makes you sad and repentant is more liked by
Allah than the good deed which turns you arrogant.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:11:59

Evening: 18:30 Dawn: 4:23 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:48 (tomorrow)

Israeli army raids Oscar-winning
Palestinian director West Bank home

Israeli soldiers conducted a raid on Saturday
at the West Bank home of Basel Adra, one of the
directors of Oscar-winning film “No Other Land”
the Palestinian filmmaker confirmed himself.

Adra said soldiers had asked his wife, Suha,
for his whereabouts and proceeded to search
through her phone, adding that their nine-
month-old daughter was home at the time of the
raid, Euronews reported.

Earlier on Saturday, Israeli settlers attacked
his village, injuring two of Adra’s brothers and
one cousin, the director told Associated Press
(AP). Adra had accompanied his family members
to the hospital, where he found out Israeli sol-
diers had stormed his home.

“No Other Land,” a joint Palestinian-Israeli
production directed by Basel Adra, Hamdan Bal-
lal, Yuval Abraham and Rachel Szor, chronicles
the struggle by residents to stop the Israeli mil-
itary from destroying the occupied West Bank’s
Masafer Yatta, and the gradual expulsion of its
community.

Adra has dedicated his career as a journalist
and filmmaker chronicling settler violence in
Masafer Yatta. He described Saturday’s event as
“horrific”

“Even if you are just filming the settlers, the
army comes and chases you, searches your
house,” he said. “The whole system is built to at-
tack us, to terrify us, to make us very scared.”

“What happened today in his village, we've
seen this dynamic again and again, where the Is-
raeli settlers brutally attack a Palestinian village
and later on the army comes, and attacks the
Palestinians,” co-director Yuval Abraham said.

The West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza have
been under Israeli military occupation since 1967,
following the Mideast war. Since then, Israel has

built well over 100 settlements, home to more
than 500,000 Israeli settlers.

Palestinians seek all three to be part of an
independent Palestinian state and view the
continued expansion of Israeli settlements as
a major obstacle to a two-state solution. Cur-
rently, around three million Palestinians in the
occupied West Bank live under what seems to be
open-ended Israeli military rule, with only limited
parts of the territory governed by the Palestinian
Authority (PA).

Last week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu signed an agreement to push ahead with
an illegal expansion plan in the occupied West
Bank that will cut across land that the Palestin-
ians hope would form the basis of a future state.

“There will not be a Palestinian state,” Net-
anyahu said during a visit to the Maale Adumim
settlement in the West Bank on Thursday.

The Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories
is illegal under international law. Last year, the
International Court of Justice declared in a land-
mark ruling that Israel should end settlement
activity in the West Bank and East Jerusalem and
end its occupation of those areas, as well as Gaza,
as soon as possible.

In the 1980s, the Israeli military designated
Adra’s hometown, Masafer Yatta, as a live-fire
training zone and ordered the expulsion of its
residents, most of whom were Arab Bedouin.
Despite this, roughly 1,000 residents stayed, but
Israeli soldiers regularly enter the area to demol-
ish homes, tents, water tanks and olive orchards.

Since the start of Israel’'s war in Gaza, which
began after Hamas-led militants attacked
southern Israel on October 7, 2023, Israel has
killed over 64,000 Palestinians during wide-
scale military operations.

Cartoon of Day

Peace vs. the Gorilla of War
Cartoonist: Osama Hajjaj from Jordan

Iran’s culture minister calls for stronger
Iran—-Russia academic, cultural ties

}
t

TEHRAN - The relations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the Russian Federation, and
other nations with a shared ap-
proach can lay the foundation for
a truly multipolar world and so-
ciety, the Iranian Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed
Abbas Salehi said during a visit to
St. Petersburg State University
on Friday.

Salehi traveled to St. Peters-
burg at the invitation of his Rus-
sian counterpart to attend the
11th International Forum of Unit-
ed Cultures, meet with Russian
cultural figures, and visit leading
artistic and academic institu-
tions, ILNA reported.

On September 12, he toured
the historic St. Petersburg State
University, founded 301 years
ago, and held talks with the uni-
versity’s executive board on ways
to strengthen bilateral academ-
ic and cultural cooperation. The
minister also delivered a lecture
to professors and students enti-
tled “Culture and Human Interac-
tion in a Multipolar Society.”

Salehi praised St. Petersburg
as a global city of knowledge and
culture and stressed the pivotal
role of culture in human develop-
ment. “Today, development is not
just about economics and poli-
tics,” he said, “but about mean-
ing—about the kind of valuable
life and stable society humanity
seeks to build”

The minister argued that genu-
ine and lasting progress must be
measured not only in economic
terms but also in freedom, dig-
nity, and human flourishing. He
warned that development with-
out justice leads to oppression,
citing Gaza and Palestine as ex-
amples, and emphasized that no
individual or nation should be

The Iranian Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed Abbas Salehi (L) speaks at the St. Petersburg State

University on September 12, 2025.

sacrificed for the interests of an-
other.

On bilateral ties, Salehi high-
lighted efforts to familiarize
younger generations in both Iran
and Russia with each other’s lit-
erary and artistic heritage. He
stressed that a multipolar world
must also be cultural, not just
political and military: “The foun-
dation of a multipolar world is
cultural plurality. Iran and Russia,
with their millennia of civilization,
must understand each other’s
values and achievements.”

Salehi also reflected on the
deep-rooted historical connec-
tions between the two nations,
from manuscript exchanges and
early printing to shared inspi-
rations in literature and art. He
noted that Iranian audiences re-
main deeply engaged with Rus-
sian classics—from Tolstoy and
Dostoevsky to Tchaikovsky—and
recalled how Persian poetry in-
spired figures such as Pushkin.
“This exchange has always been
two-way,” he said, “shaping not

only literature but also theater,
cinema, music, and the visual arts
in both countries.”

Calling for expanded university
exchanges, Salehi proposed es-
tablishing new chairs in Persian
literature in Russia and Russian
language in Iran, as well as joint
programs in anthropology and
the arts. He underscored the im-
portance of direct literary trans-
lation between Persian and Rus-
sian, alongside greater efforts to
translate contemporary works,
not just classics.

The minister also advocated
cultural festivals, art exhibi-
tions, film screenings, and music
performances as platforms for
closer people-to-people contact,
along with cultural tourism and
digital cooperation to preserve
and share heritage. “Today, Ira-
nian and Russian bloggers and
online creators can present more
authentic images of our coun-
tries than international media
outlets” he remarked.

During his visit, Salehi received
from the university a catalog of
its Persian manuscripts, under-
scoring Russia’s long tradition
of Iranology. He noted that while
some schools of Orientalism
were linked to colonial agendas,
Iranology in Russia has often
pursued genuine understand-
ing and dialogue. Over the past
three centuries, Russian scholars
have produced more than 10,000
works on Iran, providing what
Salehi described as “a lasting
foundation for long-term aca-
demic cooperation.”

Concluding his address, Salehi
emphasized that cultural ties are
deeper and more resilient than
purely political or economic rela-
tions: “When relations are rooted
in culture and in the hearts of peo-
ple, economic and political ties be-
come stronger and more sustain-
able. Iran and Russia share such a
bond—one that must be nurtured
so that future generations can
enjoy the shade of a strong tree of
friendship and solidarity”

Iran, Azerbaijan to organize bilateral cultural weeks

TEHRAN- A meeting to discuss the expan-
sion of cultural ties between Iran and the
Republic of Azerbaijan, including the organi-
zation of joint cultural weeks and days, was
held at the Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan
in Baku.

The event was attended by officials from
Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations Organi-
zation (ICRO) and senior Azerbaijani cultural
representatives, ILNA reported on Saturday.

During the session, Abdolreza Rashed, Dep-
uty for Regional and International Relations
Development at the ICRO, highlighted the im-
portance of strengthening bilateral cultural
relations between the two nations.

“Just as the Presidents of both nations have
committed to enhancing bilateral relations,
cultural officials must also dedicate their ef-
forts to achieving these shared objectives,’
he said.

He further explained that the ICRO bears
the responsibility of strengthening and coor-
dinating cultural relations globally. The devel-
opment of cultural exchanges is of paramount
importance as a foundation for expanding co-
operation across other sectors.

Rashed identified the primary aim of the
meeting as exploring the organization of a
cultural week between Iran and Azerbaijan.
He proposed that these cultural weeks ini-
tially be held in the capitals of both countries,
allowing for experience accumulation before

expanding the program to other cities.

Rashed also announced that Tabriz city of-
ficials expressed readiness to host the Azer-
baijani cultural week. He also suggested that,
beyond Tabriz, Ardabil, and Urmia, other Ira-
nian cities such as Isfahan, Shiraz, Mashhad,
and others be considered as potential hosts
for Azerbaijani cultural weeks.

He further outlined the diverse compo-
nents planned for the cultural week, including
handicrafts, traditional arts, music, cinema
and theater, performing arts and animation,
cultural technologies and creative industries,
calligraphy, miniature art, fashion, cuisine, lit-
erature, and other cultural topics.

He proposed that cultural facilities in Baku,
Ganja, and Nakhchivan be visited to assess
potential venues and resources. Rashed also
highlighted the upcoming Shahriar Congress
in Tabriz, inviting Azerbaijani researchers,
writers, and enthusiasts of the Iranian poet
to participate. Additionally, he invited Azer-
baijani cultural delegations to visit selected
Iranian cities and cultural sites, suggesting
that the final implementation document for
the cultural week be signed in Tehran.

Farid Jafarov, Deputy for International Re-
lations at the Ministry of Culture of Azerbai-
jan, expressed Azerbaijan’s readiness to host
joint cultural weeks and days, referencing the
recent visit of the Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian to Azerbaijan and the signing of

a memorandum of understanding on cultural
exchanges.

He underscored the importance of holding
these events at the highest level to deepen
bilateral cultural relations.

Jafarov also emphasized Azerbaijan’s in-
terest in hosting Azerbaijani cultural days in
Tehran, Tabriz, Ardabil, and Urmia, highlight-
ing plans to feature concerts, theater perfor-
mances, and traditional Azerbaijani dances in
Iran.

Huseyn Muradov, Deputy Minister of Cul-
ture for Artistic Affairs in Azerbaijan, stressed
the significance of cooperation in cinema and
traditional music, noting that the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation organizes international
mugham music competitions in Azerbaijan
where Iranian participants have frequently
showcased exceptional talent and brilliance.

During the meeting, both sides agreed on
coordinating the exact dates for the cultur-
al weeks, establishing rules and regulations,
and considering potential limitations. The
timing for the cultural weeks was set for af-
ter Nowruz 1405 (March 2026), with Iran and
Azerbaijan each scheduling their respective
events accordingly.

The session concluded with a detailed re-
view of the logistical arrangements and plan-
ning specifics for the Iran-Azerbaijan cultural
weeks, aimed at fostering closer ties through
shared cultural celebrations.

Iran participating in 26th Baghdad
International Book Fair with 1,000 titles

TEHRAN - Iran is participating
in the 26th Baghdad Internation-
al Book Fair in Irag, which opened
on September 10.

Representing Iran’s publishing
industry, the Iran Book and Liter-
ature House is showcasing 1,000
Arabic-language titles, IRNA re-
ported.

To mark the 1,500th anniver-
sary of the birth of Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH), a special sec-
tion has been dedicated to 100
titles on the life and teachings of
the Prophet.

Another special display high-
lights Iran’s achievements in Qu-
ran printing and publishing. The
pavilion also features 300 titles

on Islamic jurisprudence and
seminary sciences, 70 works on
ethics, and 20 publications on the
Resistance movement and the
late General Qassem Soleimani.

In addition, Majid Rastgar, a
Shiraz-based calligrapher, is
accompanying the Iranian dele-
gation and demonstrates con-
temporary Iranian calligraphy for
Iragi visitors. An exhibition of 20
calligraphic paintings featuring
Quranic attributes of the Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH) is also on
display.

Mehdi Mohseni, Deputy for
Economy and Culture at the Iran
Book and Literature House and
head of the Iranian pavilion at the
fair, delivered a speech in Arabic

on September 11, on “Interac-
tion and Cooperation between
the Nations of Iran and Iraq in
the Development of Calligraphy
and Quranic Manuscripts” He
also discussed the legacy of re-
nowned Iranian calligraphers Ibn
Mugla and Ibn Bawwab, who lived
and worked in Baghdad during
the 4th and 5th centuries AH.

On the same day, Mohseni held
talks at the Iranian pavilion with
Irag’s Deputy Minister of Culture,
and the head of the Iragi Pub-
lishers’ Union, who also directs
the book fair. During the meet-
ing, the Iragi official stressed
the importance of strengthen-
ing Arabic-language resources
on Iranology, noting: “Iragis are

deeply interested in the history
of Iran, but there are few Arabic
sources on this subject available
in Iraq”

On the third day of the fair,
Mohseni also met with the head
of public relations of the Great
Mosque of Kufa. The mosque is
known for its extensive cultural
activities and unique manuscript
library. The official at the mosque
expressed interest in cooperating
with the Iran Book and Literature
House to introduce Iranian liter-
ary, religious, and cultural works
to Iragi audiences.

The 26th edition of the Baghdad
International Book Fair will run un-
til September 21 at the Baghdad
International Fairgrounds.



