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Law above the clouds:
Caracas counters
Washington’s illegal threats

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - Venezuela has forcefully rejected recent
threats from President Donald Trump to treat its skies
as closed, arguing the United States has no legal
authority to impose restrictions on another nation’s
airspace. Officials in Caracas insist that the move is
not only illegitimate but also a direct challenge to the
principles of international law.

The foundation of Venezuela's position lies in the Chicago

Convention of 1944, the treaty that governs civil aviation
worldwide. The convention explicitly states that each

country has exclusive sovereignty over the airspace above
its territory. This principle has guided international aviation

for more than eight decades and remains a cornerstone
of global order. By attempting to dictate terms over

Venezuelan skies, the US. is disregarding a treaty it helped

draft and has long relied upon.

Lebanon’s war anxiety:
Between genuine peril and
manufactured panic

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT- Lebanese society has long been marked
by debates, disagreements, and deep ideological fault
lines. Division is not a uniquely Lebanese pathology but
a universal human reflex—dating back, as Rousseau
suggested, to the moment the first man staked a claim
and declared, “This is mine””

But Lebanon’s fractures bear their own distinctive
texture, shaped by sectarian memories, contested
sovereignties, and the accumulated trauma of civil strife.

Its geopolitical borders rarely coincide with our cultural
geographies, and this mismatch has always left Lebanon
unusually exposed to regional tremors.

Today, the country is engulfed in a new kind of tremor:
a suffocating saturation of “war talk” Political salons,
social platforms, and television panels have turned into
speculative war rooms.

Gaza'’s death toll hits grim
milestone of 70,000

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN — More than 70,000 Palestinians have been
killed as the occupying Israeli regime’s genocidal assault
on Gaza continues with no end in sight.

The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza reports that
the death toll from the U.S -backed genocide by the Israeli
regime has now surpassed 70,100, marking one of the
gravest civilian crises in recent decades.

Officials say the regime has also injured more than
170,983 Palestinians since October 7, 2023.

Thousands of additional deaths remain uncounted, with
bodies still buried under destroyed homes and shelters as
rescue workers continue efforts to recover bodies without
any machinery.

Women and children make up the vast majority of those
killed. More than 20,000 children have lost their lives, and
tens of thousands more have been orphaned or disabled
for life.

» Page 5
28 Iranian universities Baneh rosewater
in THE Interdisciplinary festival added
Science Rankings 2026 to Iran’s national
TEHRAN — The Times Higher Education tourism calendar

(THE) Interdisciplinary Science Rankings
(ISR) has placed 28 Iranian universities
among the top institutions worldwide for
interdisciplinary science research, compared
to 29 universities in the 2025 rankings.

THE ISR, produced in association with
Schmidt Science Fellows, is the first effort of
its kind to measure universities’ contributions
and commitment to interdisciplinary science.
THE ISR 2026 has ranked a total of 911
institutions from 94 countries.

Amirkabir University of Technology, with
a global ranking of 99, is ranked first in the
country, ISNA reported.

Shahid Beheshti University (147), Shiraz
University (196), and Golestan University
(351-400) ranked second to fourth,
respectively. » Page 7

TEHRAN - An annual rosewater festival
being held in the border city of Baneh,
western Iran, has been officially inscribed
in the country’s national tourism events
calendar, becoming the tenth registered
tourism event of Kordestan province,
provincial tourism chief announced on
Monday.

Pouya Talebnia told local reporters that
the registration was confirmed through
an official certificate issued by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts. The festival has been listed
with registration number 104191109 at
the local level, as part of national efforts
to professionalize and organize tourism
events across the country. » Page 6

Saudi deputy FM holds
talks in Tehran as Iran
calls for stronger

regional coordination

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs, Saud bin Mo-
hammed Al-Satti, arrived in Tehran on Sun-
day for consultations with senior Iranian of-
ficials.

He was received in the morning by Iran’s
Foreign Minister, Abbas Araghchi, at the For-
eign Ministry.

According to the Foreign Ministry, the two of-
ficials discussed the state of Iran-Saudi rela-
tions and explored avenues to broaden bilater-
al cooperation across areas of mutual interest.
The meeting also touched on key regional and
international developments. » Page 2

Iran’s non-oil trade
reaches $76.5b in 8
months

TEHRAN - Iran’s foreign trade reached
131.054 million tons worth $76.537 billion in
the first eight months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-November 22), ac-
cording to data from the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

The combined value of exports and im-
ports declined 9.38 percent year-on-year,
while total trade volume rose 1.53 percent,
IRNA reported.

Exports amounted to 105.231 million tons
valued at $36.997 billion, marking a 117 per-
cent rise in volume and a 3.48 percent drop
in value from the same period last year.

Imports reached 25.823 million tons worth
$39.540 billion, showing a three percent in-
crease in weight and a 14.29 percent decline
in value. » Page 4

Iran officially
registers
sovereignty over
trio Persian Gulf
islands

TEHRAN - Iran has officially issued land de-
marcation and ownership documents for the
islands of Bu Musa and the Greater and Lesser
Tunbs in the Persian Gulf, reaffirming its sov-
ereignty over these territories.

On Sunday, the State Organization for Reg-
istration of Deeds and Properties announced
that the title deeds have been registered under
the name of the government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, emphasizing that the islands are
an inseparable part of Iran’s territory.

According to the Judiciary, this action is part
of a broader national initiative aimed at pro-
tecting land assets and preventing unautho-
rized use or encroachment.

Officials explained that detailed geometric
maps and coordinates from the national “Sham-
im” cadastre system were used to reduce the risk
of misuse, illegal occupation, unapproved land-use
changes, or trespassing on state lands.» Page 2
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s lranian newspapers.

Tehran at crossroads of failed

mediation

Shargh analyzed the escalating conflict
between Pakistan and Afghanistan and Iran’s
potential role as mediator. The paper argued that
coinciding with Ali Larijani’s visit to Pakistan last
Monday, Islamabad resumed airstrikes against
Afghanistan following the collapse of the second
round of talks; an event signaling that the
Pakistan-Taliban crisis is on the verge of turning
into full-scale war. The outhreak of an official
confrontation between Pakistan and the Taliban
could quickly push the crisis toward Iran’s eastern
borders. In such circumstances, mere telephone
contacts by the Foreign Ministry with regional
officials are insufficient—especially since Turkey
and Qatar have also failed in their mediation
efforts, leaving eyes now fixed on Tehran.
Mounting evidence of Washington's indirect
involvement strengthens the analysis that a shift
in Afghanistan’s balance may be occurring with a
US. green light. In that case, Iran’s absence from
active engagement could eliminate Tehran from
the security equations of the East. Continued
passivity would not only diminish Iran’s influence
in the Afghan file but also heighten the possibility
of extra-regjonal intervention, bolster the roles of
Pakistan and Doha, and intensify border insecurity.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: A cautious look at the Paris
trip

Donya-e-Eqtesad reflected on the significance
of Foreign Minister Araghchi’s recent trip to France.
Citing senior international affairs researcher
Rahman Ghahremanpour, the paper noted that
what makes Araghchi’s visit important is the role
France has played in Iran’s nuclear dossier over the
past two decades. France often sought to play the
role of “good cop” in relations with Iran. Yet, this
trip should be viewed with caution. The reason
is that, for now, no significant developments
have emerged from Washington. Moreover, as
long as the US. insists on its position and fails
to meet Iran’s minimum demand—recognition of
enrichment—Tehran has no intention of retreating.
Iran is waiting for the U.S. to take the first step and
create the conditions for more constructive talks.
Until that happens, Tehran perceives Washington’s
approach not as negotiation but as a demand for
surrender—something Iran cannot accept. The
question now is whether France’s diplomatic
initiative will be pursued by Europe in the coming
weeks, or whether it will be confined to bilateral
issues such as prisoner releases.

Arman-e-Emrooz: Is Europe the key link
between Iran and Washington?
Arman-e-Emrooz argues that Europe is

prepared to immediately assume the role of an
active mediator between Tehran and Washington

if Iran takes confidence building measures over
its nuclear program. It said Germany’s permanent
representative to the United Nations stressed
in significant remarks that Berlin continues to
welcome negotiations with Iran over its nuclear
program, and views activation of the snapback
mechanism not as the end of diplomacy but as
a serious warning for Tehran to return to its
commitments. Europeans have now realized that
without their active involvement, either Tehran
will turn elsewhere or the region will be pushed
to the brink of full-scale military confrontation.
The German envoy's statement should be seen
as a calculated message to Tehran: on the one
hand, demonstrating Europe’s firm resolve to
use all legal instruments if Iran persists on its
current course; on the other, keeping open the
door for a return to diplomacy. If Iran is willing
to pay the political cost of shifting its stance and
take confidence-building steps, Europe is not
only prepared to halt the snapback process but
can quickly assume the role of active mediator
between Tehran and Washington. Thus, contrary
to the bleak atmosphere of recent months, Europe
has now become a player wielding both the stick
of the snapback mechanism and the carrot of
negotiation, determined to use this combination
to prevent a nuclear disaster in the Middle East.

Iran: Tehran-Ankara cooperation model in a
regional transition

The Iran newspaper, in an article on Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan’s visit to Tehran,
wrote: Trip by Hakan Fidan within the framework
of consultations on bilateral cooperation and
regional dossiers, once again underscores
the importance of relations between the
two neighbors in the regional structure. The
developments in West Asia, heightened activity,
and shifting equations in the post-October 7
environment have accelerated the transformation
of the regional order, compelling key actors to
adopt long-term strategic roadmaps to secure
their place in the emerging order. Among these
actors, Iran and Turkey stand out as pivotal players
whose competition-cooperation dynamic, shaped
by geopolitical capacities and central geography,
gains importance under the management of
conflicting interests and reinforcement of
commonalities. The secessionist schemes of the
Zionist regime threaten not only Syria but also
cast the shadow of territorial fragmentation over
Iraq, Iran, and Turkey. Israeli pressure on Turkey in
Syria could, paradoxically, create an opportunity.
If Tehran demonstrates the will and initiative to
seize it, the groundwork could be laid for Iran’s
effective presence in Syrian developments—even
in the absence of formal relations with Damascus.

Iran officially registers sovereignty over trio

Persian Gulf islands

TEHRAN - Iran has officially issued land
demarcation and ownership documents for
the islands of Bu Musa and the Greater and
Lesser Tunbs in the Persian Gulf, reaffirming its
sovereignty over these territories.

On Sunday, the State Organization for
Registration of Deeds and Properties announced
that the title deeds have been registered under
the name of the government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, emphasizing that the islands are
an inseparable part of Iran’s territory.

According to the Judiciary, this action is part of
a broader national initiative aimed at protecting
land assets and preventing unauthorized use or
encroachment.

Officials explained that detailed geometric
maps and coordinates from the national “Shamim”
cadastre system were used to reduce the risk of
misuse, illegal occupation, unapproved land-use
changes, or trespassing on state lands.

The ownership deed for Greater Tunb—covering
10,832,250 square meters—has now been
formally recorded. The deed for Lesser Tunb,
measuring 1,394,179 square meters, was issued
in March 2023, while the deed for Bu Musa—
spanning 12,722,683 square meters—was issued
in February 2021.

The Judiciary stated that the measure complies
fully with higher-level directives, including Article
3 of the Comprehensive Cadastral Law (2014),

This file picture shows an aerial view of Iran’s Bu

Musa Island in the Persian Gulf:

which requires the Registration Organization to
issue cadastral deeds for all lands in the country,
from forests to seas and islands.

[t also aligns with Clause 26 of Chapter
Seven of the general policies of the Seventh
Development Plan, issued by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, which strongly emphasizes
nationwide implementation of the cadastre.

The Judiciary described the actionas a “practical
step” toward meeting this strategic mandate and
protecting Iran’s territorial integrity.

The initiative is additionally intended to address
international disputes and counter “baseless
claims by foreign parties,” particularly concerning
sovereignty over the three islands.

Only solution to Palestine crisis is ending
Israel’s ‘organized occupation’: Pezeshkian

TEHRAN - Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian has reiterat-
ed that “the only viable and prin-
cipled solution to the Palestine
issue” is to end the organized
occupation of historic Palestin-
ian lands, facilitate the return of
refugees, and allow Palestinians
to exercise their right to self-de-
termination.

In a message to world govern-
ments marking the International
Day of Solidarity with the Pales-
tinian People, Pezeshkian said
November 29 represents global
recognition of the “courage, re-
silience, and pursuit of justice”
shown by Palestinians over de-
cades of struggle. He said Iran
“firmly supports the Palestinian
people in their efforts to achieve
their aspirations.”

The president said the day
serves as a reminder of “eight
decades of occupation” and the
ongoing suffering of Palestin-
ians, adding that recent events in
Gaza have unfolded “before the
eyes of the world” while govern-
ments that claim to uphold hu-
man rights “chose to look away.”

Pezeshkian argued that Pales-
tinians continue their “legitimate
struggle” for statehood after be-
ing denied their right to self-de-
termination. He called on global
governments to fulfill their mor-
al and legal responsibilities to
defend Palestinian rights.

He also criticized international
organizations for their failure to
confront Israel, calling the situa-

Palestinians walk among piles of rubble in the northern Gaza Strip
on November 19, 2025.

tion “the greatest threat to peace
and security”. He urged states to
take “serious and effective mea-
sures” to halt aggression against
Palestinians.

Reaffirming Iran’s longstand-
ing support for the Palestinian
cause, Pezeshkian praised the
“steadfast and legitimate resis-
tance” of Palestinian youth and
urged the international commu-
nity to confront actions by Israel
that violate international law and
numerous UN resolutions.

The president highlighted
Iran’s proposal registered at
the United Nations, which calls
for the return of refugees and a
referendum among “the original
residents of Palestine — Mus-
lims, Christians, and Jews —
based on democratic principles
and international law.” He de-
scribed the plan as a viable alter-
native to “failed past initiatives”

The proposal, he said, seeks
to resolve the Palestinian issue
through legal principles and
the exercise of both the right to
self-determination and the right
of return for all Palestinian ref-
ugees.

Concluding his  message,
Pezeshkian expressed solidarity
with Palestinians, saluted their
“courageous resistance,” and
prayed for “their victory and the
liberation of Palestine.”

Marking the same occasion,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry also is-
sued a statement reaffirming
Iran’s unwavering support for
the Palestinian people. In a post
on X (formerly Twitter), spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei described
Palestine as “the deepest wound
in human conscience” and “the
most universal cause for justice
and solidarity”

Bagaei condemned decades
of Israeli policies that have dis-
placed millions of Palestinians
and caused the deaths of hun-
dreds of thousands, including
during the ongoing war in Gaza.
The conflict, which escalated
sharply in October 2023, has
killed more than 70,000 Pales-
tinians — mostly women and
children — and left much of the
territory in ruins, according to
local authorities in Gaza.

He accused Israel of repeatedly
violating a ceasefire agreement
reached in early October with
Hamas and said such actions
were viewed by observers as a
continuation of a “genocidal pat-
tern.”

Bagaei also criticized the Unit-
ed States and its allies for shield-
ing Israel from accountability,
arguing that this impunity has
contributed to ongoing violence.

He urged the internation-
al community to move beyond
statements of concern and in-
stead act on its legal and moral
obligations by supporting what
Iran views as the Palestinian
people’s legitimate resistance
to occupation and their right to
self-determination.

Events marking the Interna-
tional Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People were held
worldwide, including demon-
strations, awareness campaigns,
and renewed calls for concrete
steps to end the Israeli occupa-
tion and ongoing hostilities.

Saudi deputy FM holds talks in Tehran as Iran calls for
stronger regional coordination

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (R) meets
with Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Political
Affairs Saud bin Mohammed Al-Satti in Tehran on
November 30, 2025.

TEHRAN - Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs, Saud bin
Mohammed Al-Satti, arrived in Tehran on
Sunday for consultations with senior Iranian
officials.

He was received in the morning by Iran’s
Foreign Minister, Abbas Araghchi, at the
Foreign Ministry.

According to the Foreign Ministry, the two
officials discussed the state of Iran-Saudi
relations and explored avenues to broaden
bilateral cooperation across areas of mutual
interest. The meeting also touched on key
regional and international developments.

Araghchi condemned what he described as
the ongoing genocide and crimes committed
by the Israeli regime in occupied Palestine,
noting that Israel's expanding wmilitary

operations against Lebanon and Syria
pose “the most serious threat to regional
and international peace and security”
He urged enhanced coordination among
regional and Islamic countries to curb
Israel's “warmongering and violations of
international law.”

For his part, Al-Satti underlined Saudi
Arabia’s position that closer coordination
among regional states is essential for
preserving peace and stability in the Middle
East.

Following his meeting with the foreign
minister, the Saudi deputy foreign minister
also held talks with Mohammadreza Raouf
Sheibani, Iran’s Special Envoy for Syrian
Affairs, continuing discussions on regional
issues.

Recently, Tehran and Riyadh have been
engaged in consultations to further enhance
mutual relations.

In early November, 2025, Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi met with
Saudi Deputy Foreign Minister Abdulrahman
al Rassi in Riyadh.

Iran’s deputy foreign minister for
international and legal affairs underscored
the strategic importance of the renewed
relationship with Saudi Arabia, saying that
growing cordial relations between Tehran
and Riyadh are not just beneficial bilaterally
but are a powerful force for regional stability
and global peace.

Gharibabadi made the remarks in an X

post following a visit to Saudi Arabia aimed
at deepening cooperation and coordination
between the two regional heavyweights.

The deputy foreign minister stressed that
Iran and Saudi Arabia, bound by many shared
interests and mutual respect, are well-
positioned to serve the common good of their
peoples and advance regional peace.

Gharibabadi detailed his meeting with
Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Foreign Minister for
International Affairs Abdulrahman al Rassi.

He said the discussions focused on
bolstering collaboration within international,
regional, and multilateral organizations, as
well as advancing key areas like human rights
and legal and judicial cooperation.

The officials also exchanged views
on strengthening the pivotal role of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Gharibabadi said he emphasized the need
forthe OlCtoplayastrongerroleinaddressing
critical issues, including condemning the
crimes of the Israeli occupation in Gaza and
its aggressions in the region, while expanding
cooperation among member states.

The Iranian official expressed optimism for
the future trajectory of Tehran-Riyadh ties,
stating a desire for accelerated progress.

Iran and Saudi Arabia normalized relations
under a China-brokered agreement signed
in Beijing in March 2023, which stipulated
the resumption of full diplomatic relations,
including the reopening of embassies, within
two months.

Air defense network on full alert, says Iranian commander

TEHRAN - ?The deputy commander of the
Air Defense Force of the Iranian Army says
the country’s air defense units are on full
alert to counter potential enemy attacks.

“The air defense units are commissioned
to mount an effective, constant and lasting
defense of the country’s airspace based on
the frameworks of the nation’s integrated
air defense network,” said Brigadier General
Alireza Elhami.

“In recent decades, the air defense network
has been on fullalert ... to defend the country,”
he explained.

The top commander also recalled the
US-Israeli aggression against Iran, saying
Iran’s air defense units firmly countered the
aggressors.

The Israeli regime launched a flagrant and
unprovoked act of military aggression on Iran
on June 13, 2025, triggering a 12-day war that
killed well over 1,000 people in the country,
including military commanders, nuclear
scientists, and ordinary civilians.

The United States also got involved in the
war by bombing three Iranian nuclear sites in
gross violation of international law.

In response, the Iranian Armed Forces
struck strategic sites across the occupied
territories as well as the al-Udeid air base in
Qatar, the largest American military base in
West Asia.

Meanwhile, the Iranian defense minister
said recently that the country’s defense
products have improved in terms of both
quality and quantity compared to the period
before the Israeli military aggression.

Speaking in an open session of Parliament,
Brigadier General Aziz Nassirzadeh said this
improvement has made the entire Iranian
nation happy.

Another Iranian military commander had
said earlier that Iran’s missile capability had
not been harmed at all.

“Our missiles have not suffered
even a scratch said Brigadier General

Mohammadreza Naqdi a few weeks ago.

The top generals comments followed
Tel Aviv's claims that part of Iran’s missile
capabilities had been destroyed during the
Israeli aggression.

The senior commander added that Iran
responded to the Israeli military aggression
accordingly.

The United States blew through about
a quarter of its supply of high-end THAAD
missile interceptors during Israel's 12-day
war with Iran in June, according to two
sources familiar with the operation.

US forces countered Tehran’s barrage of
ballistic missiles by firing more than 100
THAADs (short for Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense) - and possibly as many as
150 - a significant portion of America’s
stockpile of the advanced air defense system,
the sources said. The US has seven THAAD
systems, and used two of them in Israel in
the conflict.



$30 Billion Roadmap for Tehran-Ankara Ties

Pezeshkian and Fidan push new projects in trade, transit and energy

TEHRAN - Targeting $30 bil-
lion in Iran-Turkey trade rela-
tions, Tehran and Ankara have
pledged to turn their historic and
cultural ties into a stronger eco-
nomic partnership, as President
Masoud Pezeshkian and Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
called for deeper cooperation in
trade, transit, and regional se-
curity.

Iranian President met with
Turkish Foreign Minister in Teh-
ran on Sunday evening.

Focusing on Iran-Turkey rela-
tions, Pezeshkian called on the
foreign ministers and expert
teams to intensify efforts to de-
sign new avenues of cooperation,
ease bureaucratic constraints,
and develop practical proposals
to swiftly resolve outstanding
issues.

“We are brothers,” he empha-
sized. “We must expand our re-
lations. Borders that permit the
movement of trade, knowledge,
and culture will never allow ter-
rorism and weapons to pass.’

Thetwo sidesalso underscored
enhanced unity and coordinated
action among Muslim-majority
nations would prevent external
powers from manufacturing cri-

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (R) and his Turkish counterpart
Hakan Fidan attend a joint press conference in Tehran on November 30, 2025.

these pressures, he urged Islam-
ic governments to adopt proac-
tive, strategic, and coordinated
cooperation.

Highlighting Europe’s
post-conflict integration as a
model, he noted that despite
centuries of war, European
states successfully reduced bor-
ders, established joint political
and financial institutions, and
interconnected their trade and
transportation systems. The
Islamic world, possessing “far
deeper cultural and civilizational
commonalities,” can achieve sim-
ilar progress—if it chooses coop-

Iranian Parliament speaker Mohammad-Bager Qalibaf (R) met with Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan in Tehran on November 30, 2025.

ses in the Islamic world.

Drawing attention to the cen-
turies-old historical, cultural,
and civilizational bonds between
Iran and Turkey, Pezeshkian de-
scribed bilateral relations as
“deep-rooted and authentic,
with significant potential for ex-
pansion. He argued that if Islam-
ic countries act through a shared
will grounded in solidarity, con-
vergence, and the exchange of
experience, “no power will be
able to create problems for the
Muslim nations.”

Pezeshkian said many regional
crises are the product of inter-
ventionist actors who sow divi-
sion to advance their own agen-
das and block the development
of Islamic societies. To counter

eration over division. Expanded
economic, scientific, and cultural
connectivity, he said, could lay
the foundation for collective
growth in the Muslim world.

Foreign Minister Fidan con-
veyed warm greetings and a
special message from President
Recep Tayyip Erdo?an, express-
ing Ankara’s readiness to deepen
cooperation across economic,
trade, and regional issues.

Praising Pezeshkian'’s sincerity
and commitment to the Islam-
ic world, Fidan said Turkey fully
shares Iran’s concerns. Internal
divisions, he argued, have cost
Muslim nations valuable time,
and “the spirit of the era has
reached a point where collective
cooperation is no longer option-

al, but an unavoidable necessity.”
He urged Islamic countries—in-
cluding Iran and Turkey—to ele-
vate their engagement through
joint, equal, and coordinated
action, asserting that Muslim
nations must “remove the heavy
stones of division” blocking the
advancement of the Islamic Um-
mabh.

Commenting on Iran’s trajec-
tory since the 1979 Revolution,
Fidan described Iran’s progress
as possessing remarkable dy-
namism, “like an arrow released
from a bow.” He also highlight-
ed several joint economic, trade,
and transportation projects
currently underway, noting that
President Erdo?an is personally
monitoring their progress.

Nuclear issue, Gaza crisis, and
border cooperation top agenda in
Araghchi-Fidan Talks

Earlier in the day, Foreign Min-
ister Fidan held extensive talks
with his Iranian counterpart, Ab-
bas Araghchi. At their joint press
conference, Fidan said this was
his fourth visit to Iran as Turkey’s
foreign minister and expressed
gratitude for Tehran’s hospitality.

He described the talks as pro-
ductive and wide-ranging, cov-
ering bilateral issues, regional
crises, and international devel-
opments. Key points included:

Fidan emphasized that issues
related to Iran’s nuclear program
must be resolved within the
framework of international law
and through dialogue and con-
sultation.

He reiterated Turkey’s oppo-
sition to the “unjust sanctions”
imposed on Iran and said Ankara
would do everything within its
capacity to support a diplomatic
resolution.

He announced Turkey’s readi-
ness to expand border crossings
with Iran and said the two sides
held detailed discussions on
transportation and border man-
agement.

Fidan also referred to the
forthcoming opening of Iran’s
consulate in the Turkish city of
Van, stating that he would per-

World now views Iran as

sonally attend the inauguration
if Araghchi travels for the cere-
mony.

The ministers also discussed
cooperation in gas and electric-
ity, with Fidan noting that the
next session of the Iran-Turkey
High-Level Cooperation Council
is expected to convene in Tehran
soon, with the participation of
both countries’ presidents.

The Turkish minister stressed
that Israeli aggressions have
heightened concerns across the
region and said the internation-
al community must fulfill its re-
sponsibilities.

The two ministers also ex-
changed views on the Rus-
sia—Ukraine conflict, with Fidan
stating that Turkey remains in
contact with all relevant parties
and supports initiatives aimed at
resolving the crisis.

Also in their official meeting
earlier Sunday, Araghchi and Fi-
dan expressed satisfaction with
the strong, longstanding ties
between the two countries and
reaffirmed the commitment of
both nations’ leaders to expand
cooperation in all fields.

Both sides also reviewed the
dire situation in Gaza and the
West Bank, stressing the neces-
sity of stopping the genocide
of Palestinians and holding the
occupying regime accountable.
They further discussed develop-
ments in Syria and Lebanon, con-
demning ongoing Israeli military
actions and urging urgent inter-
national steps to halt violations
of international law.

Additionally, the wministers
consulted on multilateral coop-
eration in international organi-
zations, Iran’s nuclear issue, and
the Ukraine conflict.

Turkish Foreign Minister also
met with Secretary of Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Council
Ali Larijani on Sunday.

During the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on a
range of key regional security
issues. Their discussions focused
on the latest developments in
Syria and Gaza, as well as the
destabilizing role of the Zionist
regime in recent regional events.

Both parties emphasized the
importance of close coordination
between Tehran and Ankara in
managing and de-escalating re-
gional crises.

Earlier in the afternoon, For-
eign Minister Fidan met with Mo-
hammad-Bager Qalibaf, Speaker
of the Iranian Parliament. The
two discussed bilateral cooper-
ation, regional challenges, and
the need for coordinated efforts
between legislative bodies of the
two countries to support gov-
ernment-level agreements.

a prominent maritime power: Navy chief

TEHRAN - Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, com-
mander of the Iranian Army Navy, says the Is-
lamic Republicisincreasingly viewed as a grow-
ing naval power, citing expanded deployments
in oceanic waters and heightened participation
in international maritime engagements.

Speaking at a ceremony marking Army Navy
Day, Irani joined senior commanders and naval
personnel in paying tribute at the mausoleum
of Imam Khomeini, where they renewed their
allegiance to the ideals of the founder of the
Islamic Republic. He said Iran’s naval achieve-
ments have significantly shaped how the coun-
try is perceived abroad.

“In the international arena, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran—especially in the maritime
sphere—is regarded as a naval power;” Irani
said.

According to the navy chief, two Iranian naval
task groups are currently operating in separate
oceanic regions and have already taken part in
multiple international events, with further par-
ticipation in combined exercises planned. Irani
described these deployments as evidence of
Iran’s growing integration into global maritime
affairs.

“Official invitations to these events, and the
use of our expertise in multinational exercises,
signal the elevated standing of the Iranian peo-
ple in the international community,” he noted.

In a separate televised interview, Irani high-
lighted Iran’s long historical presence in the
Persian Gulf, describing it as a region of excep-
tional strategic value.

“The Persian Gulf is a semi-enclosed sea
connected to the Indian Ocean and internation-
al waters through the Strait of Hormuz. It holds
exceptional geographical and geopolitical im-
portance,” he said.

He added that Iran’s islands, with their natu-
ral beauty, suitable sea depth, and surrounding
resources, offer significant potential for mar-
itime tourism, diving, and economic develop-
ment.

Irani stressed that regional countries are
best positioned to shape their own security ar-
chitecture.

“The peoples and governments of this re-
gion, who have lived here for centuries, are the
best decision-makers for ensuring security and
development,” he said.

To bolster its maritime capabilities, Iran re-

The photo shows the Iranian Navy’s combat
vessels during a maneuver

cently added the destroyer Sahand and the
floating base Kurdistan to its fleet. Both, Irani
said, will soon be dispatched on international
missions as part of an expanding blue-water
strategy. He also revealed plans for establish-
ing floating bases in each major ocean, two of
which are already operational.

The floating base Kurdistan is described as
a port-city platform capable of providing ex-
tensive support to naval and non-naval units
at sea.

The navy commander said Iran’s top priori-
ty remains escorting commercial vessels and
protecting the country’s maritime economy.
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Golshadnezhad wins
gold at 2025 World
Karate C’ships

TEHRAN - Iran’s Atousa Golshadnezhad defeat-
ed China’s Gong Li 4-2 in the final match of the Fe-
male Kumite -61kg to win a gold medal at the 2025
World Karate Championships on Sunday.

Assel Kanay of Kazakhstan and Tunisian Wafa
Mahjoub won two bronze medals.

Iran’s Sara Bahmanyar had won a bronze medal
in the Female Kumite ?50 kg earlier in the day.

The competition takes place in Cairo, Egypt
from Nov. 27 to 30.

Esteghlal edge
Foolad at 2025/26
PGPL

TEHRAN - Esteghlal football team moved to
the top of Iran’s 2025/26 Persian Gulf Pro League
(PGPL) after edging Foolad 1-0 on Sunday.

Saeid Saharkhizan scored the winner for Es-
teghlal in the 30th minute, capitalizing on a mis-
take by Foolad defender Ali Nemati.

Foolad had a chance to level the score with six
minutes remaining, but Sasan Ansari failed to
convert from the spot. Three minutes later, Sina
Moridi was shown a straight red card, leaving
Foolad with 10 men.

Esteghlal returned to the summit with 19 points
and a game in hand.

In Rafsanjan, Sepahan defeated the 10-man
Mes 3-0 with goals from Ehsan Hajisafi (45th),
Arash Rezavand (55th) and Mohammad Askari
(85th).

Hungary crash
Iran at 2025 World
Women’s Handball

TEHRAN - Hungary delivered a commanding
performance against Iran, beating Team Melli 47-
13 at the 2025 World Women’s Handball Champi-
onship.

From the very start, the differences between
the two teams were obvious. Hungary were off to
a blistering start, setting an early 4-0 lead, while
Iran had to battle hard to find their way to the goal.
Their first goal came in the fifth minute, the sec-
ond in the sixth, and then a long blackout followed.

In the next 14 minutes, they scored only twice,
while Hungary kept fueling goal runs and were al-
ready up 18-4 by the 20th minute. In those opening
20 minutes alone, Hungary coach Vladimir Golovin
managed to rotate through all players, and 12 of
them were on the scoresheet, with many goals
coming from fast transitions, ihf.info reported.

They were backed up by Kinga Janurik in goal,
and whenever Iran did manage to break through
late in the half, it was mostly thanks to Haniyeh
Karimi. The team missed their left back Nastaran
Koudzarifarahani, who got injured in the opening
minutes. For the second match in a row at Germa-
ny/Netherlands 2025, inexperienced Iran finished
the first half with just seven goals scored, while
Hungary were already closing in on the 30-goal
mark.

The same pace continued in the second half, as
Iran showed more confidence compared to their
first match against Switzerland, where they man-
aged to score only twice after the break. This time,
they scored four goals within the opening 12 min-
utes. Iran kept fighting, but Hungary did not slow
down the tempo.

By the 50th minute, Hungary had already
reached the 40-goal mark, and by the end they
finished with 47, marking Iran’s highest losing
margin at the World Championship. Previously,
the record was held by Germany, who scored 45
against Iran in 2023, though Iran managed to net
22 goals in that match.

For Iran, Aseman Badvi and Haniyeh Karimi led
the scoring with three goals each, while on the
Hungarian side, where all players took part, Gréta
Marton netted nine, and both Kinga Janurik and
Anna Bukovszky finished with save percentages
above 50%.

Hungary will now face Switzerland in the last
round of the group stage in a direct battle for first
place and full points carried into the main round.
Iran will fight Senegal for the last main round spot,
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with the loser moving on to the President’s Cup.

Hungary’s Anna Albek was selected as Player of
the Match.

Iranian referees to
officiate Spainv
Morocco match

TEHRAN - Zari Fathi and Gelareh Nazemi have
been chosen to officiate the match between Spain
and Morocco at the 2025 FIFA Futsal Women’s
World Cup.

Fathi will serve as the first referee and Nazemi
is second referee.

Both referees have prior experience at major
events, including the AFC Women’s Futsal Cham-
pionship and the UEFA Women'’s Futsal Euro 2019
semi-final between Spain and Russia in Portugal.

The match will be held at the PhilSports Arena
in Pasig, the Philippines on Monday in the quar-
ter-finals round.

Iran beat Iraq at
FIBA World Cup 2027
Asian Qualifiers

TEHRAN - Iran defeated Iraq 86-71 at the FIBA
Basketball World Cup 2027 Asian Qualifiers at the
Nouhad Nawfal Sports Complex in Beirut, Lebanon
on Sunday.

After their record shooting spree in the opening
game, Iran may have imagined another lopsided
encounter against Irag. They did end up making a
lot of threes again (13 three-pointers made) but
Iraq coach Mazen Trakh’'s men had entirely differ-
entideas. Matching Iran shot for shot, Iraq showed
tremendous fighting spirit in the first half, before
losing 86-71.

While a typically balanced Iran had multiple
scorers stepping up, in this second go-around,
Iraq too found heroes beyond point guard Ramon
Galloway.

Late in the first quarter, Iraq nosed ahead, 19-
18, thanks to an Abdullah Alibraheemi breakaway
dunk, and it looked like we had a close one on our
hands.

But seconds later, on yet another transition
play, Alibraheemi suffered an injury and would not
return.

Iraq continued battling on through Galloway
and center Ihab Al-Zuhairi, even leading momen-
tarily midway through the second quarter. Post
half-time, though, Team Melli began breaking
the game open, leading 61-50 going into the final
frame.

Iran took the chance to rest Asia Cup 2025 All-
Star Five point guard Sina Vahedi for this game.
The fourth quarter would see another young Ira-
nian rising star in 23-year-old Piter Girgoorian
stepping up, finishing with a game-high 21 points.

Another rising youngster, Mahdi Jafari also had
an impressive game for Iran with 9 points and 9
assists.

Iran fail to reach
2026 AFC U17 Asian
Cup

TEHRAN - India qualified for the AFC U17 Asian
Cup Saudi Arabia 2026 after a hard-fought 2-1win
against Iran in their final Qualifiers Group D tie on
Sunday.

The hosts finished level on seven points with
Iran but advanced on the head-to-head ratio as
they booked a fourth consecutive appearance at
the Finals.

I[ran, who needed to avoid defeat to secure
their place in the Finals, broke the deadlock in the
19th minute after Amirreza Valipoor controlled
a through ball with a deft touch before slotting
home into the bottom right corner.

India clawed their way back into the game af-
ter they were awarded a penalty following a foul
on Heeranganba Seram, with Dallalmuon Gangte
making no mistake from the spot as he sent Iran
keeper Bardiya Dorri the wrong way.

The South Asian side went ahead in the 52nd
minute after Amirmahan Afroziani failed to clear
a cross, leaving Gunleiba Wangkheirakpam to drill
a low shot which slipped past Dorri and into the
bottom right corner.
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Iran’s non-oil trade reaches

$76.5b in 8 months

TEHRAN - Iran’s foreign trade reached
131.054 million tons worth $76.537 billion in
the first eight months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-November 22), ac-
cording to data from the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

The combined value of exports and imports
declined 9.38 percent year-on-year, while to-
tal trade volume rose 1.53 percent, IRNA re-
ported.

Exports amounted to 105.231 million tons
valued at $36.997 billion, marking a 117 per-
centrise in volume and a 3.48 percent drop in
value from the same period last year.

Imports reached 25.823 million tons worth
$39.540 billion, showing a three percent in-
crease in weight and a 14.29 percent decline
in value.

Some of the growth in export volume ap-
pears tied to energy shortages in industrial
and mining sectors, which left parts of pro-
duction capacity idle and pushed some pro-
ducers toward exporting raw materials such
as iron concentrate and pellet.

Data from the Iranian Steel Association

indicates that raw material exports have
continued rising, with iron ore concentrate

shipments up 82 percent compared to the
first seven months of last year. Steelmakers
have voiced concern that excessive raw ma-
terial exports could tighten domestic supply
for downstream production.

As previously announced by an IRICA offi-
cial, Iran exported over 152 million tons of
non-oil goods worth $57.8 billion in the past
Iranian calendar year 1403 (ended on March
20).

This marked a 10 percent increase in vol-
ume and a 15.62 percent rise in value com-
pared to the previous year, Abolfazl Akbar-
pour, the IRICA deputy head for planning and
international affairs, stated.

Imports totaled 39.3 million tons valued at
§72 4 billion, representing a 0.77 percent de-
cline in weight but an 8.22 percent increase in
value from the previous year. The result was
anon-oil trade deficit of $14.6 billion, largely
dueto the import of over $8.0 billion worth of
raw gold bars, which accounted for 1112 per-
cent of the total import value.

Iran’s main non-oil exports included natu-
ral gas, liquefied propane and butane, meth-
anol, liquefied petroleum gases and hydro-
carbon gases, and gas condensates.

Malaysian embassy in Tehran fosters
diplomacy, inspiration at annual MTCP

alumni gathering

By Mahnaz Abdi

TEHRAN- In a cherished annual tradition
that underscores the strong bilateral ties
between Malaysia and Iran, the Embassy of
Malaysia hosted a dinner reunion for alumni
of the Malaysian Technical Cooperation Pro-
gram (MTCP) on the evening of November
29th. The event, held at a premier restaurant
in Tehran, brought together a diverse group
of Iranian professionals who have benefited
from the capacity-building initiative.

The gathering serves as a vital platform for
fostering continuous dialogue and network-
ing among Iranian experts from various sec-
tors, including academia, government, and
industry. More than just a social event, it is a
strategic forum that strengthens the bridge
of knowledge and cooperation between the
alumni and the Malaysian Embassy.

The event was marked by the gracious
presence of His Excellency Khairi bin Omar,
Ambassador of Malaysia to Iran, and his
dedicated team. Mr. Ambassador, during the
gathering, had effective conversations and
discussions with the participants, engaging
directly with their experiences and insights
gained from the MTCP. These dialogues fo-
cused on exploring new avenues for collab-
oration and reinforcing the program’s long-
term impact on professional development
and international partnership.

The evening was widely praised by attend-
ees as being exceptionally fruitful, produc-
tive, and profoundly inspiring. In a heartfelt
address, Ambassador Khairi bin Omar reit-
erated Malaysia’s commitment to the MTCP,
highlighting its role not only in sharing tech-
nical expertise but also in building a lasting
global community of leaders and innovators.

The following is the text of the Ambassa-
dor’s impactful speech in the gathering:

“Bismillahirahmanirrahim. Esteemed
Members of the MTCP Alumni, Distinguished
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Assalamua-
laikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh and a
very good evening.

It is a true honor and immense pleasure
to welcome all of you tonight. This gather-
ing celebrates a shared belief: that genuine
development is rooted in mutual trust and
cooperation.

Tonight, we celebrate the remarkable suc-
cess of the Malaysian Technical Cooperation
Program (MTCP) and, most importantly, the
dedicated professionals of the MTCP Alumni
Network here in Iran.

Allow me to highlight the impressive jour-
ney of this Program:

« The MTCP was established in 1980, and
since then, it has reached various countries,
benefiting thousands of participants global-
ly. I am especially proud to note that for our

dear friends in Iran, since 2002, we have wel-
comed over 70 participants through this vital
knowledge exchange platform.

- This enduring commitment is driven
by a simple fact: Malaysia views MTCP as a
world-class program, excelling in teaching,
research, and opening new opportunities for
our global partners.

. The Malaysian Government proudly
shares this special moment of success with
you, knowing that as MTCP alumni, you have
gained valuable knowledge, essential skills,
and are already making new innovations
that contribute directly to Iran’s ambitious
growth.

Your journey through MTCP was not just a
training course; it was the start of a lifelong
partnership.

- The essence of your participation lies in
the valuable process of exchanging various
knowledge regarding technologies, econom-
ics, agriculture, and other critical fields. This
exchange enriches not only your professional
lives but also the policy frameworks of both
our nations.

« We offer our heartfelt appreciation to all
MTCP alumni for your vital role as ‘Friends of
Malaysia. We trust you will continue this ex-
isting bond between the alumni and Malay-
sia, allowing this relationship to flourish for
decades to come.

- As you continue your excellent work, |
have a special request: Please spread the
good news about Malaysia—regarding your
experience and the opportunities to enhance
bilateral relations between Malaysia and
Iran. You are our most trusted advocates.

The Malaysian Embassy in Tehran stands
ready to support you. We believe that this
Alumni network is the key to unlocking even
deeper cooperation.

Please know that the Embassy of Malaysia
always welcomes your ideas and suggestions
for the betterment of relations between our
two countries. We view your insights, derived
from both your professional expertise and
your experience in Malaysia, as invaluable

We look forward to a future where the
bonds forged through MTCP continue to drive
mutual prosperity and understanding.

Terima kasih. Thank you.

‘Holding exhibitions hoped to pave way
for great leap in Iran-Turkmenistan
economic co-op’

TEHRAN- The governor-gener-
al of Golestan province, in north-
east Iran, expressed hope that
holding exhibitions will pave the
way for a great leap in the level
of economic cooperation between
Iran and Turkmenistan.

Ali Asghar Tahmasebi empha-
sizing the importance of spe-
cialized exhibitions in assessing
commercial risks, improving pro-
duction quality, and creating links
between production and com-
mercial sectors, added: “These
events play a significant role in
introducing provincial capacities
and developing economic diplo-
macy.”

He described the cultural di-
versity and economic capacities
of Golestan as a valuable oppor-
tunity for deepening neighborly
relations and added: “These char-
acteristics can provide the basis
for optimal utilization of regional
capacities”

He described the role of pro-
ducers, industrialists, and mer-
chants in linking the economies
and cultures of the two countries
as vital and referred to them as
the driving force for the develop-
ment of economic cooperation.

The 16th edition of the spe-
cialized Iran Project exhibition,
focused on engineering and
technical services, will be held
in Ashgabat from January 28 to
30, 2026, after receiving offi-
cial authorization from the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran
(TPO).

The event is being organized
with support from the Embassy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The exhibition aims to expand
the export of Iranian technical and
engineering services and offers a
structured platform for compa-
nies seeking to enter or deepen
their presence in Turkmenistan’s
growing market.

With an 18-year track record in
the region, Iran Project is recog-
nized as a key international ven-
ue for showcasing capabilities
across oil, gas and petrochemi-
cals, water, electricity and energy,
construction, and a wide range of
engineering services.

By bringing together major Ira-
nian exporting firms and project
developers, the event is expect-
ed to facilitate contract negotia-
tions, technical partnerships and
regional cooperation in large-
scale infrastructure and industri-
al projects. It also creates a direct
channel for Iranian companies to
gain access to oil and gas oppor-
tunities, petrochemical develop-
ments and broader international
tenders in Turkmenistan.

Officials say the Ashgabat ex-
hibition will provide an important
opportunity to highlight Iran’s en-
gineering expertise and reinforce
commercial ties with a neighbor-
ing market seeking reliable part-
ners for its long-term develop-
ment plans.

In late May, Iran and Turkmen-
istan signed a commercial road-
map aimed at boosting bilateral
trade to $3.0 billion.

The agreement was signed in
Tehran by Iran’s Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Development Far-

zaneh Sadegh and Turkmenistan’s
Foreign Minister Rashid Meredov
following the 18th session of the
Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Econom-
ic Committee.

Sadegh said the recent com-
mittee meeting marked a new
chapter in bilateral cooperation,
stressing that intensive talks
had yielded fresh approaches and
agreements to expand trade. “The
trade roadmap is expected to be
finalized before the Iranian pres-
ident’s upcoming visit to Turk-
menistan,” she added.

The minister highlighted the
strategic location of both coun-
tries within the North-South and
East-West corridors, describing
them as critical to regional con-
nectivity. She noted that Iran and
Turkmenistan had agreed to aim
for 20 million tons in transit vol-
umes, with a 16-million-ton tar-
get set for 2028.

Other key understandings in-
cluded plans to establish joint free
trade zones in Sarakhs-Sarakhs
and Lotfabad-Artig, strengthen
border markets—especially in
Incheh Borun—and prepare a bi-
lateral gas contract. The roadmap
also calls for constructing the
Qamdag-Atrak road toward the
Iranian border and building a gas
pipeline to Turkmenistan.

Agreements were also reached
on developing a third electricity
transmission line between Mary
and Sarakhs and launching feasi-
bility studies for a fourth. “If both
sides follow through, the 18th
committee will open up new av-
enues for economic and cultural
cooperation,” Sadegh said.

Turkmenistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Rashid Meredov thanked Ira-
nian officials for their hospitality,
stating that bilateral relations are
atahigh level. “The close dialogue
between the two presidents is
grounded in mutual trust, which
plays a pivotal role in advancing
ties,” he said.

Meredov emphasized the im-
portance of the Joint Econom-
ic Committee as a coordination
mechanism for implementing
bilateral agreements across sec-
tors such as oil, gas, transport,
trade, telecommunications, agri-
culture, and environment. He also
expressed readiness to expand
cooperation in health, sports,
tourism, and science.

Meredov said the Turkmen
delegation had held productive
meetings with Iranian officials
and that President Pezeshkian
had shared his vision for future
cooperation during their encoun-
ter. “We view Iran’s proposals se-
riously and are committed to joint
efforts,” he added.

Iran, Eurasian bloc agree on
electronic customs data exchange

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA)
and the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) have reached an agreement
to launch electronic data exchange
as part of the ongoing implemen-
tation of the Iran-EAEU free trade
agreement.

According to Mehr News Agency,
the agreement was finalized during
the third technical meeting between
the two sides, following intensive

negotiations aligned with the objec-
tives set out in the free trade pact.

The session concluded with the
signing of the official minutes.

The parties agreed on the frame-
work, operational method and tech-
nical requirements for implement-
ing electronic information sharing,
which is expected to streamline
customs procedures and strengthen
regulatory cooperation.

Iran plans to increase its annual
rail freight transit with Turkmen-
istan to four million tons, up from
1.6 million tons last year, accord-
ing to the head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways (RAL).

Speaking on the sidelines of
the joint economic commission,
RAI Head Jabar Ali Zakeri said rail
transit is currently at its best lev-
el, and Iran aims to resolve logis-
tical issues at Sarakhs, Lotfabad,
and Incheh Borun border points to
facilitate growth.

He said talks had addressed
problems such as the movement
of Iranian wagons on Turkmen
railways and activation of the
Lotfabad border terminal. The
terminal will now offer special
freight discounts, expected to
add 170,000 to 200,000 tons of
transit freight—a first for the
crossing.

Iran is also working on resolv-
ing customs hurdles and expand-
ing infrastructure at the Sarakhs
and Incheh Borun terminals. “We
aim to increase bogie exchange
capacity at Sarakhs from 400 to
600 wagons per day,” Zakeri said.

The two countries also dis-
cussed launching a new Mash-
had-Mary passenger train route.

Meanwhile, during a meeting
on May 20, with Turkmen Foreign
Minister Rashid Meredov, Irani-
an Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad
emphasized deepening bilater-
al cooperation in the oil and gas
sector and discussed avenues to
broaden energy collaboration.

The minister highlighted the
ongoing session of the lran-Turk-
menistan Joint Economic Com-
mittee and its diverse agenda. He
said the committee could signifi-
cantly boost trade exchanges be-
tween the two countries.

Paknejad emphasized that
constructive engagement with
neighboring  countries—partic-
ularly Turkmenistan, a “friend-
ly and brotherly nation"—has
always been a priority in Iran’s
foreign policy. He added that the
current administration is firmly
committed to expanding energy
ties with Turkmenistan.

He pointed to the swift imple-
mentation of the gas swap deal
through Iran that delivers Turk-
men gas to Turkey, expressing
hope that other energy-related
agreements—such as direct gas
imports from Turkmenistan—
would advance at a similar pace.

Turkmenistan’s Foreign Minis-
ter and Head of Cabinet, Rashid
Meredov, noted that Iran and
Turkmenistan have historically
maintained strong ties. In recent
years, he said, relations have
entered a new phase, with both

sides eager to expand coopera-
tion across various sectors.

Meredov identified three key
areas of cooperation with Iran:
gas exports to Iran, joint develop-
ment of compressor stations and
pipelines, and gas swaps to third
countries via Iranian territory. He
said Turkmenistan currently pro-
duces over 80 billion cubic meters
of natural gas annually, a sub-
stantial portion of which could
be exported in collaboration with
Iran.

He described the swift launch
of the Turkmenistan-Iran-Turkey
gas swap as a testament to the
strong partnership between the
two nations and stated, “Based
on this positive experience, we
believe there is significant po-
tential to further expand energy
cooperation. We also have am-
bitious plans for increasing gas
exports to Iran”

On May 13, the head of the
[ran-Turkmenistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce said the

two countries are aiming to in-
crease bilateral trade by 30 per-
cent, following the first-ever ex-
hibition of Turkmenistan’s export
capabilities in Iran — an event
driven entirely by private sector
investment.

Ramazan Bahrami, who also
heads the Industry, Mining and
Trade House of Golestan Prov-
ince, described the three-day
event held in Gorgan from May 4
to 6 as a strategic milestone in
I[ran-Turkmenistan ~ commercial
relations and a tangible step to-
ward strengthening regional eco-
nomic diplomacy.

Held at the Gorgan Interna-
tional Exhibition Center, the event
featured 53 private companies
and 12 government institutions
from Turkmenistan, and attracted
significant interest from Iranian
industrialists and businesspeo-
ple.

“This was the first time since
Turkmenistan’s  independence
that such an exhibition took place
in Iran, and Golestan Province had
the honor of hosting it,” Bahrami
said. “The exhibition was the re-
sult of consensus between the
private sector and state institu-
tions, and the outcome exceeded
expectations.”

He said the expo aimed to ex-
pand trade exchanges and show-
case Turkmenistan’s industrial
and export capacities to the Irani-
an market. The idea for reciprocal
trade exhibitions was first ap-
proved at the 17th Iran-Turkmen-
istan Joint Economic Committee
meeting, and the Iran-Turkmen-
istan Joint Chamber was tasked
with its implementation.

Bahrami  emphasized that
the participation of both coun-
tries’ private sectors in expert
panels and face-to-face nego-
tiations provided fertile ground
for launching new partnerships.
Preliminary agreements were
reached in areas including petro-
chemicals, petroleum products,
construction materials, food in-
dustries, textiles, and logistics,
which are expected to boost bi-
lateral trade once finalized.

Over 300 companies
to participate in IPCC 2025

TEHRAN - A total of 303 do-
mestic and foreign companies are
set to participate in The 25th edi-
tion of Iran’s International Paint,
Resin, Coatings, Composites
and Plating Industries Fair (IPCC
2025), according to Iran Interna-
tional Exhibitions Company.

Mohammad-Javad ~ Ghanbari,
deputy for exhibition affairs, said

on Sunday that 243 Iranian firms
and 60 foreign companies have
confirmed their presence.

He noted that the event, one
of the country’s oldest annual
gatherings for the paint and resin
industry, will run from December
3to 6 at Tehran's permanent fair-
grounds.



Israel waging ‘ecocide’ to erase
Gaza’s future, expert warns

Omar Nashabeh says destruction of Gaza’s ecosystems proves a long-term strategy to make

By Sahar Dadjoo

TEHRAN - As the “Right to Re-
sist” International People’s Tribu-
nal on Palestine delivered its land-
mark verdict in Barcelona—finding
Israel, the United States, key Euro-
pean states, and other actors guilty
of genocide, ecocide, forced starva-
tion, and systematic violations of
international law—one of the most
compelling expert voices was that
of Dr. Omar Nashabeh. A criminol-
ogist and human rights researcher,
Nashabeh holds a PhD in Criminal
Justice and has spent decades ex-
amining structural violence, prison
systems, and state accountability
across the region.

His work spans academia, in-
vestigative journalism, and hu-
man-rights advocacy, including
years on the editorial board of
Al-Akhbar. At the Tribunal, he
served as an expert witness for the
prosecution, presenting detailed
evidence on Israel's destruction
of Gaza's environment and infra-
structure—an analysis that helped
shape the Tribunal's conclusion
that the assault constitutes not
only genocide but also ecocide.
In an exclusive interview with the
Tehran Times, Dr. Nashabeh re-
flects on the findings, the legal
foundations, and the global signifi-
cance of the verdict.

The following is the text of the
interview:

As a member of the “Right to
Resist” International People’s Tri-
bunal on Palestine, could you ex-
plain why this tribunal was estab-
lished at this particular moment
and what gaps in international
justice it seeks to fill?

The Israelis have been com-
mitting genocide, ecocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes
since 2023—adding to a much lon-
ger list of violations over the past
80 years, including occupation,
apartheid, and indiscriminate kill-
ings since the establishment of the

Throughout all these decades,
Israel has escaped accountability.
This has created a global atmo-
sphere of impunity, where Israeli
authorities consistently get away
with the crimes they perpetrate.
Today, these crimes have escalated
dramatically, leading to the Kkill-
ing of more than 100,000 people
and the near-total destruction of
Gaza—destruction that the entire
world has seen, covered by main-
stream media. Everyone witnessed
children dying of starvation, hos-
pitals being bombed, and basic
international laws being openly
violated.

The International Criminal Court
issued arrest warrants for Net-
anyahu, but they were never en-
forced—mot even by European
states that are signatories to the
Rome Statute. The International
Court of Justice issued three or-
ders demanding Israel allow food
into Gaza and stop the bloodshed.
Israel simply ignored them.

Since international tribunals and
mechanisms for justice have prov-
en incapable of stopping Israeli
massacres or holding Israel ac-
countable, we felt there was a need
for a democratic, people-driven
process. That is why the People’s
Tribunal was established: to create
a platform where ordinary people
can act, present evidence, and is-

. =

sue a verdict based on documented
facts rather than political manipu-
lation.

The Tribunal allowed us to show
evidence, produce supporting doc-
uments, and create a factual re-
cord in case anyone later questions
what happened. This was not polit-
ical rhetoric—it was an opportunity
to expose the perpetrator through
clear proof.

Areport by a human
rights organization
found that Israel’s
bombardment
generated CO?
emissions greater
than the combined
emissions of six
countries.

As for myself, | served as a wit-
ness for the prosecution, not as a
judge. The judges and jurors are
required to be unbiased. I, how-
ever, made my position clear and
submitted evidence demonstrat-
ing that Israel is committing not
only genocide but also ecocide. |
even suggested adopting the term
“metacide’—the complete de-

struction of nature and any sign of
human life in Gaza.

Ultimately, the Tribunal also be-
came a moment of international
solidarity—an opportunity for free
people around the world to stand
with the Palestinian people.

You have emphasized that Pal-
estinians have an internationally
recognized right to resist occu-
pation. How does this tribunal
legally define resistance and how
does it distinguish legitimate re-
sistance from what Israel labels
as terrorism?

The definition of resistance, and the
right to resist, is guaranteed under
intemational law. One of the leading
documents that legjtimizes all forms
of resistance to foreign occupation is
the United Nations Charter.

In Chapter 7, the UN Charter
states that every member of the
United Nations—such as Lebanon,
a founding member, and Palestine,
recognized under international
law—has the right, if subjected to
occupation or attack, to defend it-
self and fight for liberation. Noth-
ing in the Charter can obstruct or
limit this right.

This right is also affirmed in Unit-
ed Nations resolutions, which rec-
ognize the right of peoples to resist
colonialism and foreign domination.
Decolonization occurred globally af-
ter the Second World War, when the
international community supported
the right of peoples to self-determi-
nation and independence.

Following the war, key interna-
tional instruments were adopted,
including the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (1948), the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights. These frame-
works reinforced a global direction
against colonialism, affirming that
peoples have the right to indepen-
dent and democratic nations.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Lebanon’s war anxiety: Between genuine peril and

manufactured panic

From page 1 » One camp summons war with
reckless bravado; another fears it so intensely
that it amplifies its inevitability. Both—inten-
tionally or not—inject oxygen into the Israeli en-
emy’s psychological-warfare machine.

Since the November 27, 2024 sham ceasefire,
Lebanon has been flooded with “operational
forecasts” and “exclusive leaks.”

Each day brings a fresh recipe for apocalypse,
predicting a war “more ruinous than any in the
past century.”

The collapse of the Assad government on De-
cember 8, 2024 only widened the stage, trigger-
ing a wave of narratives about a “southeastern
pincer]” a new Syrian front, and imminent pre-
emptive strikes.

The question that dominates every plat-
form—from policy institutes to village cafes—
is no longer whether war is coming but why it
hasn't started yet.

Real threats vs. manufactured fear

Communities aligned with the Resistance
are inundated with forecasts from both allies
and adversaries. Some analysts warn the Israeli
enemy could “strike before dawn.” Others insist
the Pope’s visit offers no shield.

Rumors circulate about foreign intelligence calls
warning of plans to “flatten the southern suburbs.”

This atmosphere creates a single shared per-
ception: war is not a scenario—it is a calendar
appointment. But strategic reality does not sup-
port this sense of inevitability.

The Israeli enemy faces profound structural
constraints. Its army is overstretched, its deter-
rence damaged, and its political system cornered.

Netanyahu confronts what Israeli columnist
Nahum Barnea called “the most existential po-
litical nightmare of any sitting prime minister””

His approval rating fluctuates between 10%
and 20%. Even as 60% of Israelis claim to sup-

port the Gaza war, only 30% believe Hamas can
be eliminated.

Economically, the occupation entity is under
immense pressure. Major firms are relocating,
investors are withdrawing capital, and the tech
sector—Israel's crown jewel—lost more than
8,000 employees in a single year.

Regionally, Washington maintains its usual
double game: enabling escalation when useful,
curbing it when risky.

For now, the U.S. ceiling appears restricted to
“precision intimidation"—limited airstrikes, me-
dia warfare, and controlled friction—not a full-
fledged regional conflict.

In the contemporary landscape, battlefield
victories no longer guarantee strategic suc-
cess. Israel’s traditional narrative—anchored in
Holocaust memory and allegations of antisemi-
tism—has lost its hegemonic power.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Gaza’s death toll hits grim milestone of 70,000

From page 1 » The Gaza Health
Ministry says it had refrained from
adding thousands of reported
deaths to the official tally pending
further checks.

The psychological and social
trauma inflicted on Gaza's pop-
ulation will shape the territory’s
reality for generations. Alongside
its military onslaught, the Israeli
regime has mounted an interna-
tional campaign attempting to cast
doubt on the Health Ministry’s ca-
sualty figures.

But major international insti-
tutions have dismissed these at-
tempts. The United Nations has
described the ministry’s figures
as credible, while the World Health
Organization has confirmed that
Gaza’s health officials have consis-
tently provided reliable and verifi-
able data.

The Zionist regime’s efforts to
undermine these figures reflect
growing discomfort as evidence of
mass civilian suffering continues
torise.

The scale of destruction across
Gaza has been described by hu-
manitarian groups as catastrophic
and systemic. Entire neighbor-
hoods have been erased, hospitals
rendered inoperative, and essen-
tial infrastructure destroyed. The
damage points to a strategy that
reaches far beyond military tar-
gets, directly dismantling the so-
cietal foundations of an already
besieged population.

According to the UN’s migration
agency, more than 90 percent of
Gaza’'s population has been dis-
placed, with 1.5 million people ur-
gently in need of emergency shel-
ter. Families have been forced into

near-constant movement as bom-
bardments followed them from
one district to another.

The ongoing blockade, which
severely restricts the entry of
food, medicine, and basic supplies,
has pushed Gaza's civilians to the
brink, with widespread starvation,
dehydration, and the rapid spread
of disease. Rights groups and UN
experts warn that the regime con-
tinues to commit genocide despite
widespread condemnation.

Since  Washington announced
what many observers called
a one-sided truce on October
10, 2025, the genocide has not
stopped. At least 352 Palestinians
have been killed and around 1,000
injured during this period as the Is-
raeli Occupation Forces violate the
supposed ceasefire on an almost
daily basis.

In one of the latest attacks, a
drone strike by the Zionist regime
killed two brothers, eight-year-old
Fadi Abu Assi and eleven-year-old
Goma Abu Assi, near a school shel-
tering displaced families in Beni
Suhaila, in southern Gaza.

Theboys had been gathering fire-
wood for their wheelchair-bound
father, their uncle said. The regime
claimed the children had entered a
restricted “Yellow Line” zone that
effectively cuts the Strip in half.
On Sunday, regime warplanes also
struck eastern Rafah city, killing
four more Palestinians.

Despite increasing global pres-
sure, the regime’s aggression
continues across the Gaza Strip
through air raids, artillery bom-
bardments, naval fire, and what
rights organizations describe as
near-total international impunity.
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Europe’s war, Ukraine’s ruin, and the case
for a new architecture of peace

By Ranjan Solomon

GOA, India - The Western narrative insists
that Russia launched an unprovoked invasion
of Ukraine. This story, repeated endlessly by the
Atlantic establishment, conveniently deletes the
political timeline that made war inevitable. NA-
TO’s eastward march for 30 years — right up to
Russia’s border — created a security nightmare
no major power would tolerate. The United States
certainly would not. Russia responded not out of
imperial hunger but from accumulated strategic
anxiety the West arrogantly dismissed.

Europe miscalculated spectacularly. EU lead-
ers believed they could break Russia economi-
cally with sanctions, collapse its financial core,
and claim a geopolitical triumph. Instead, Russia
adapted, diversified, and exposed Europe’s fra-
gility — an energy crisis, political fragmentation,
and the unsettling truth that Brussels cannot
think independently of Washington. These are the
same ex-colonial powers still addicted to telling
the world how to behave, yet incapable of intro-
spection.

And at the centre of this tragedy stands Volody-
myr Zelensky, the entertainer-turned wartime fig-
urehead manufactured by Western PR machinery.
His domestic mandate long expired, corruption
scandals deepen by the week, and Ukraine’s polit-
ical institutions have buckled. Yet the EU shields
him because admitting their miscalculation would
be politically suicidal. Zionistically invested in his
myth, Europe and Zelensky now operate hand in
glove: each sustaining the other while Ukraine col-
lapses beneath them.

Modi’s seven-hour whirlwind visit to Ukraine
only added to the theatre — a token performance
meant for Western approval, not Ukrainian relief.
It brought no strategy, no shift, no diplomacy. Just
optics.

Even Donald Trump’s crude claim that he could
end the war in 24 hours — mocked as unserious
— inadvertently revealed a truth: the war could
have been ended early through genuine diploma-
cy. But NATO whispered fantasies of membership
into Kyiv's ear, Washington offered weapons in
place of solutions, and the EU fed illusions of vic-
tory. Biden’s foreign policy establishment mistook
moral lectures for strategy, prolonging a conflict
Ukraine was never equipped to win.

Today, Ukraine is cornered. It has lost roughly
20 percent of its territory, entire industrial zones,
and faces trillions in economic destruction. Mil-
lions have fled. Tens of thousands lie dead. Ukraine
is broken — not only by Russian firepower, but by
EU ego, American confusion, and a NATO machine
that keeps manufacturing wars it later pretends
to mourn.

And this pattern is not new. NATO dismantled
Yugoslavia, humiliating a historic civilisation un-
der the banner of humanitarian intervention. It
devastated Afghanistan for two decades before
walking away in disgrace. It shattered Libya —
once Africa’s most prosperous nation — leaving
chaos and open-air slave markets. This is NATO’s
record: moralising first, bombing next, denying
responsibility always.

If the Warsaw Pact was dismantled in 1991,
what moral or strategic justification allows NATO
to live on in 20257 Its purpose is no longer defense
— itis projection. While the Warsaw Pact vanished,
NATO metastasised, spreading bases, missile sys-
tems, military infrastructure, and ideological in-
fluence across regions it has no natural right to
shape.

NATO’s expansion since 1995 destroyed the pos-
sibility of post-Cold War peace. Clinton wrecked
the order; the 2008 Bucharest Summit lit the fuse
by promising Ukraine and Georgia membership.
Even Angela Merkel — not known for geopolitical
daring — recognised the madness: Ukraine’s en-
try into NATO would be existentially destabilising.
Her warning stands as one of the few honest mo-
ments in an era of Western recklessness.

The West’s sabotage of the Minsk agreements
sealed Ukraine’s fate. Minsk was treated not as a
path to peace but as a stalling device to arm Kyiv.
History will record this as one of the crudest acts
of bad faith in European diplomacy.

Today, Ukraine is the tragic victim of NATO’s
obsession with encircling Russia and the West's
refusal to accept a multipolar world. The remedy
is radical but obvious: no NATO for Ukraine — and
ultimately, no NATO at all.

Guarantees outside NATO are the only sustain-
able way forward. What Europe needs is a new
pan-European security pact, including Russia and
Ukraine, rooted in arms control, force reductions,
demilitarisation, and mutual guarantees. The
OSCE once hinted at such a mission; it must be re-
vived and strengthened. Europe will never achieve
autonomy until it emancipates itself from NATO’s
shadow. Peace will never be possible while a Cold
War institution dictates 21st-century geopolitics.

The world is no longer unipolar. Colonial con-
tracts drafted in Washington and Brussels no lon-
ger hold legitimacy. BRICS, Russia, and the Glob-
al South insist on a world where the West is one
voice among many — not the imperial conductor
of global affairs. Europe will either accept this or
become strategically irrelevant.

And yes, reparations must be part of the dis-
cussion. Europe pushed Ukraine into a war it
could never win, fed illusions of NATO protection,
financed fantasies of military victory, and pro-
longed a catastrophe borne solely by Ukrainians.
Accountability demands that the EU help rebuild
the country it helped sacrifice.

Anew world order must rise — one not built on
NATO's militarism or American exceptionalism but
on human dignity, genuine sovereignty, and coop-
eration. Lennon’s dream is no longer a song lyric.
In a world drifting toward perpetual war, it is the
only political imagination capable of saving us.

“You may say I'm a dreamer,
But I'm not the only one.

I hope someday you'll join us,
And the world will live as one”
- John Lennon -

Ranjan Solomon is a writer on peace, geopoli-
tics, and the collapse of Western hegemony

Law above the clouds: Caracas counters
Washington’s illegal threats

From page 1 » The Trump administration has
attempted to justify its stance by linking Venezu-
ela to drug trafficking networks. Yet these claims
have not been supported with verifiable evidence.
Since early September, the US. military has re-
ported 21 strikes on vessels in the Caribbean, it
alleged were carrying narcotics, resulting in more
than 80 deaths. No independent proof has been
provided to substantiate these operations. Vene-
zuela argues that such accusations are politically
motivated, designed to topple President Nicolas
Maduro. Without transparent proof, the narrative
of Venezuela as a drug hub remains speculative
and unconvincing.

This absence of evidence is critical. Internation-
al law requires that punitive measures be based
on facts that can withstand scrutiny. By designat-
ing alleged Venezuelan groups as terrorist orga-
nizations, the U.S. expands its legal powers while
sidestepping the need for credible documentation.
Such unilateral actions undermine trust in institu-
tions meant to uphold fairness and legality.

Venezuela has responded by appealing to the
international community. The country has urged
governments, the United Nations, and multilateral
organizations to reject what it describes as an act
of aggression. Officials emphasize that Venezuela
will meet external pressure “with legality and dig-
nity,” reinforcing the idea that sovereignty must be

defended through law rather than force.

The broader picture reveals a familiar pattern
in Latin America. The U.S. has deployed significant
military assets near Venezuelan territory, includ-
ing an aircraft carrier and thousands of troops.
President Trump has even raised the possibility of
a ground offensive “by land” in Venezuela, further
escalating tensions. Officially, this presence is
framed as part of anti-drug operations. In prac-
tice, it recalls earlier interventions in the region
where allegations of crime were used to justify
political and military pressure. From Panama in
1989 to more recent sanctions regimes, Wash-
ington has often blurred the line between law en-
forcement and regime change.

For Venezuela, the issue is not only about con-
trol of its skies but about the principle of inde-
pendence. By invoking the Chicago Convention,
Caracas is reminding the world that rules apply
equally, and that no state has the right to impose
its will on another.

Ultimately, the dispute highlights a clash be-
tween law and assertion. Venezuela insists that
its sovereignty is protected by international trea-
ties and that accusations must be proven, not pre-
sumed. The U.S,, by acting without substantiation,
risks weakening its own credibility and the very
legal frameworks it claims to defend.
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Baneh rosewater festival added to
Iran’s national tourism calendar

TEHRAN - An annual rosewater festi-
val being held in the border city of Baneh,
western Iran, has been officially inscribed
in the country’s national tourism events
calendar, becoming the tenth registered
tourism event of Kordestan province, pro-
vincial tourism chief announced on Monday.

Pouya Talebnia told local reporters that
the registration was confirmed through an
official certificate issued by the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts.
The festival has been listed with registra-
tion number 104191109 at the local level, as
part of national efforts to professionalize
and organize tourism events across the
country.

Talebnia noted that the Baneh Rosewa-
ter Festival is held annually around June 1,
coinciding with the traditional rose-har-
vest season. “With the formal inclusion
of this event, the number of registered
tourism festivals and ceremonies in Kord-
estan Province has reached ten,” he said,
adding that Baneh now joins other cities of
the province in strengthening its position
within Iran’s cultural tourism landscape.

He described the registration as a sig-
nificant step in showcasing the province’s
ritual and cultural capacities. “This rec-
ognition will help promote culture-based
tourism and revive valuable local tradi-
tions,” Talebnia stated.

Kordestan's registered tourism events
now include the Pir-Shalyar wedding cer-
emony, the Komsa ritual, the Sanandaj
Nowruz Festival, Nowruz of Tangisar, Win-
ter Nowruz, strawberry festival, the Palan-
gan Hezar-Daf ceremony, grape festival.

Local cultural observers say the festival
marks a new chapter for Baneh'’s agricul-
ture sector, where the fragrance of the
Mohammadi rose blends with the promise
of economic growth and sustainable rural
development.

Iran’s  rosewater-making tradition,
known as Golab-Giri, is historically rooted
in the central city of Kashan and its sur-
rounding villages, where that kind of pur-
ple rose has been cultivated and distilled
for centuries. Each year in May and June,
communities in the region celebrate the
harvest with rosewater festivals, honor-
ing a time-honored craft that continues to
flourish across the country — now includ-
ing the city of Baneh.

In that regard, Iran plans to submit its
own nomination file to UNESCO to regis-
ter the country’s centuries-old tradition
of rosewater distillation as an element of
intangible cultural heritage. According to
Alireza Izadi, director general for the reg-
istration and preservation of cultural her-
itage at the Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
the Iranian file would be submitted sepa-
rately, clarifying recent reports suggest-
ing a possible joint registration with other
countries.

“Iran has its own rituals and traditions
related to rosewater distillation, and ‘Go-
lab’ is a Persian word,” Izadi said on Sunday.
“The registration of Iran’s Golab-Giri will
be pursued independently.” His remarks
appeared to address speculation about
potential collaboration with Saudi Arabia,
which in 2024 registered its Taif rose prac-
tices on UNESCO’s Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Human-
ity.

A Golab-Giri festival begins with a pro-
cession of the locals carrying baskets of
roses to local distilleries. The flowers are
then sorted and placed in large copper
pots where they are boiled to produce the
oil. The pots are made from bricks, stones,
and mud. Aside from the actual produc-
tion of rosewater, the attendees may roam
through vibrant bazaars where local ven-
dors sell all sorts of rose-infused products,
such as perfumes, soaps, and even tea. In
fact, rosewater is an essential ingredient
in Persian cuisine. Furthermore, there are
various musical and cultural events, in-
cluding folk dances and traditional perfor-
mances.

Flower harvesting is almost completed
early in the morning. According to rumors,
essential oil quantity and quality decline as
a result of delays in harvesting or trans-
port to the distillery. For part of its process,
some 80 liters of water and almost 30 kilo-
grams of rose petals are added to each pot,
which is connected to metal pipes to allow
steam to pass through to create the hydro-
sol. Distillation waste can either be fed to
animals or composted.

Locals believe that rose oil and rosewa-
ter have therapeutic rewards. Some say
rose oil calms the mind and relieves de-
pression, grief, stress, and tension, adding
that rosewater products help improve skin
health, colds, and digestive system issues.

Iran lifts export restrictions on
handmade backgammon boards

TEHRAN - Iranian authorities have lift-
ed export restrictions on handmade back-
gammon boards, a move officials say will
open new international markets, strength-
en craft-based employment, and support
the country’s traditional artisans.

According to the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, the
decision follows months of coordinated
efforts by the ministry’s Deputy for Handi-
crafts and Traditional Arts. After extensive
consultations with the Trade Promotion
Organization, the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, and other rele-
vant bodies, the product is now cleared for
export without limitations.

Maryam Jalali-Dehkordi, Deputy for
Handicrafts and Traditional Arts, said the
decision marks an important achievement
for Iranian artisans. “With continuous fol-
low-ups and broad coordination with in-
volved agencies, the export of the valuable
‘backgammon board, one of the authentic
symbols of Iranian handicrafts, has offi-
cially been allowed,” Jalali-Dehkordi an-
nounced.

She emphasized that the move aligns
with the government’s broader strategies
to remove export barriers, facilitate foreign
trade, and provide comprehensive support
for craftspeople and producers. “We hope

that with full implementation of this cir-
cular by customs offices and commercial
departments across the country, we will
witness a significant leap in backgammon
exports, stronger sustainable employment
in workshops, and a greater share for Ira-
nian handicrafts in global markets,” she
added.

In previous years, the export of back-
gammon boards from Iran faced some re-
strictions, limiting access to international
buyers and reducing potential revenue for
artisans skilled in wood inlay, carving, and
traditional design.

Backgammon — a game of strategy and
chance played by racing counters across
a board with the roll of two dice — enjoys
global popularity, having surged in the late
20th century. Its deep historical roots in
Iran have long been a point of cultural pride.

In 2023, archaeologists uncovered an
ancient backgammon dice made of bone
in the foothills of Motla-Kuh in northern
Iran’s Gilan Province. According to pro-
vincial tourism officials, the artifact was
found during excavations in Amlesh Coun-
ty and represents the first discovery of its
kind in the region — further evidence of the
game’s longstanding presence in Iranian
history.

Qaleh Bala, a village where people
celebrate endemic Iranian Ground-Jay

TEHRAN - For 14 years, the re-
mote eco-friendly village of Qa-
leh Bala has welcomed wildlife
enthusiasts to its unique “Jour-
ney to the Habitat of the Iranian
Ground-Jay” festival — an an-
nual event where residents and
visitors come together to honor
and protect one of Iran’s rarest
native birds.

This festival is part of the
community’s conservation pro-
gram to protect a bird found
exclusively in Iran. The Iranian
Ground-Jay—known in Persian
as “Zagh-e Boor”, locally re-
ferred to by older villagers as
“running fool,” and scientifically
identified as Podoces pleskei—
is a sandy-yellow species that
inhabits deserts and semi-des-
ert shrublands, especially tama-
risk-saxaul sand plains.

Qaleh Bala Village, located at
the gateway to Turan National
Park—Iran’s largest UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve—enjoys a
harmonious coexistence with
this bird and with remarkable
wildlife including the Asiatic
cheetah, the Persian onager, and
more.

The village of Qaleh Bala is lo-
cated in the northeastern part
of Iran’s Central Desert, in Sem-
nan province, Shahroud county.
Set in a foothill region with a
hot, dry climate, the village is re-
nowned for its striking architec-
ture, shaped by local materials
such as adobe, mud, stone, and
wood—elements that lend its
homes a deeply authentic and
traditional character.

This year, the Zagh-e Boor
Festival was also held in this pic-
turesque village. The celebration

e

came to life with the presence
of local residents in tradition-
al dress, visitors from various
provinces, environmental activ-
ists, birdwatchers, rangers from
Turan National Park, and several
local and national officials.

In the main square and
through the village’s central al-
leyways, a range of age-old cul-
tural rituals were performed, in-
cluding the traditional wedding
ceremony, the Tal and Mahtal
rain-invoking ritual, the wood-
en-stick dance, performances
of local music, and the Rain Doll
show. Each of these traditions
reflected and revived the cultur-
al identity and intangible heri-
tage of the people of Qaleh Bala.

“This year’s event once again
highlighted the villagers’ efforts
to present Qaleh Bala as an en-
vironmentally friendly village.
Initiatives such as unveiling a
statue of the Iranian Ground-Jay,
made from iron scrap, conveyed
a clear message from local art-
ists about recycling, reducing
waste, and raising awareness

on the importance of protecting
the village’s natural resources,
especially the Ground-Jay.”

“The use of fabric bags, em-
broidered with designs of the
Iranian Ground-Jay and other
traditional, natural, and local
symbols, continues to serve as
a sustainable alternative to sin-
gle-use plastic bags. Crafted by
the village women, these bags—
recognized as one of Qaleh Ba-
la's 300-year-old handicrafts—
showcase the art, culture, and
entrepreneurship of the village’s
women.”

The village local markets, or-
ganized with the participation
of local residents, offer local
products based on pomegran-
ate, apple, plum, grape, etc,
including grape syrup, Falghel
sauce, lavashak (fruit leather),
pomegranate paste and sauce,
jam, syrup, vinegar, rosewater,
and other distillates, as well as
medicinal herbs and more. In
some stalls, the region’s wildlife
diversity in Turan National Park
was presented by local youth

and ecotourism activists.

During the festival, visitors
stay in the eco-lodges of Qaleh
Bala to experience authentic
rural life in one of Iran’s earli-
est villages to develop commu-
nity-based ecotourism. After
the United Nations launched
its 2002 project to protect
the Asiatic cheetah, some vil-
lagers donated parts of their
land to Turan National Park for
conservation and, in return,
shifted toward tourism and
the establishment of eco-lodg-
es. In these traditional adobe
houses, guests enjoy authentic
local dishes such as abgoosht,
gandom-polo, and various tra-
ditional and oily breads, along
with foods like dano, ashkeneh,
digi, ghorouti, and local soups.
Natural herbal drinks made
from thyme, kakooti, mint, and
rose add warmth and sincerity
to the village hospitality. Among
all these dishes, the special tra-
ditional food dano is the most
popular and is served to visitors
every year during the festival.

Tabriz, a heaven for culinary tourism

TEHRAN - From hearty stews
to fragrant nougat, the flavors of
Tabriz offer a vibrant gateway into
one of Iran’s richest gastronomic
traditions, positioning the historic
city as a rising destination for cu-
linary tourism.

As global travelers increasingly
seek authentic food experiences,
Tabriz stands out as a city where
every dish tells a story of patience,
artistry, and cultural pride.

Across the world, culinary tour-
ism has become one of the fast-
est-growing sectors of travel.
Countries now compete not only
with scenic landscapes and mod-
ern attractions, but also with dis-
tinctive local cuisines that reflect
community identities. Food has
become a powerful cultural am-
bassador — and in Tabriz, perhaps
more than anywhere else in Iran,
cuisine functions as a living muse-
um of tradition.

Tabriz, located in northwestern
Iran, is renowned for its grand
bazaar, historic architecture, and
exceptional craftsmanship. Yet
it is the city’s diverse culinary
heritage — preserved in homes,
market stalls, and centuries-old
teahouses — that captivates visi-
tors the most. As travelers wander
the cobbled alleys of the city’s ba-
zaars, they are greeted by the aro-
ma of fresh bread, fragrant spices,
and sweet pastries, each evoking
memories of the city’s long history.

Inside Tabriz's historic homes,
traditional cooking techniques
have been passed down through
generations. Hearty stuffed meat-

balls, delicately wrapped grape-
leaf dolmas, festive soups, vi-
brant stews, and colorful nuts and
sweets embody the patience and
skill of local cooks. In Tabriz, food
is not merely sustenance; it is a
cultural language carried from one
generation to the next.

Preserving a culinary heritage

The traditional foods, sweets,
and nuts of Tabriz are central to
the city’s identity. Each kufteh,
dolma, soup, stew, piece of nougat,
or handful of nuts carries stories
of the past. Visitors who come to
Tabriz often describe tasting the
local dishes as a sensory journey
— one that reveals the city’s deep
respect for artistry and heritage.

Many tour guides say that a vis-
it to Tabriz is incomplete without
sampling its traditional cuisine,
saying that local dishes are sym-
bols of cultural memory, crafted
with care and shaped by genera-
tions of experience. “They are more
than meals; they are expressions
of patience, creativity, and pride””

Here is a selection of traditional
dishes of Tabriz:

Kufteh Tabrizi (Tabriz Meat-
balls)

A hallmark of the region’s cui-
sine, kufteh Tabrizi dates back
more than 200 years, noted even
in Qajar-era travelogues. Made
from minced meat, split peas, rice,
aromatic herbs, dried plums, and
walnuts — and sometimes eggs
to hold its form — the enormous
meathalls are slow-cooked in a
sauce of tomato paste, onions, and

local herbs. Their sweet and savory
balance, paired with a soft and nut-
ty center, makes them one of Iran’s
most celebrated traditional dishes.
More than festive food, kufteh Ta-
brizi is a symbol of craftsmanship
and familial tradition.

Dolmeh Barg-e Mo (Grape Leaf
Dolmas)

With a history spanning over 150
years, Tabriz's grape-leaf dolmas
are known for their meticulous
wrapping and perfectly balanced
flavors. Fresh grape leaves are
filled with rice, minced meat, split
peas, and herbs, then simmered in
a flavorful blend of tomato paste
and lemon juice. As a traditional
dish for holidays and celebrations,
dolma embodies the hospitality
and artistry of Tabriz's cooks.

Local soups (Ash)

The city’s comforting soups —
including Ash-e Mast and Doogha-
va — date back more than a centu-
ry. Ash-e Mast blends yogurt, rice,
herbs, and sometimes meat, while
Dooghava, often prepared during
festivals, combines yogurt, rice,
and herbs to create a nourishing,
aromatic meal. These soups reflect
Tabriz's emphasis on wholesome,
balanced food.

Carrot stew (Khoresht Havij)

Abeloved family favorite, Khore-
sht Havij has been prepared in
Tabriz homes for more than a
century. Made with tender meat,
carrots, onions, tomato paste, and
spices, it is slow-cooked to merge
the natural sweetness of carrots
with savory flavors. Its bright color
and gentle taste make it a staple of
both everyday meals and ceremo-
nial gatherings.

Glimpses  of
confectionery

Nougat (Nogha)

A century-old delicacy, nougat
is crafted from egg whites, sugar,
honey, and nuts such as almonds,
pistachios, or hazelnuts. Its silky
texture and mild sweetness make
it a popular celebratory treat and a

traditional

favorite souvenir.

Ris (Aris)

Dating back 70-80 years, Ris is
made from flour, sugar, butter, and
nuts, occasionally flavored with
saffron. Its slightly dry texture
and aromatic sweetness make it
a treasured traditional confection.

Qorabieh

One of Tabriz's oldest sweets —
over 100 years old — Qorabieh is
made from ground almonds, sug-
ar, egg whites, and rosewater. Soft,
fragrant, and elegantly shaped, it
remains a festive favorite and a
signature gift for visitors.

Loz (Almond or Pistachio Can-
dy)

With more than a century of his-
tory, Loz is crafted from almonds
or pistachios and sugar, shaped
into diamonds or rectangles. Often
slightly toasted, these candies are
enjoyed during holidays and family
gatherings for their crunchy, nutty
flavor.

Tabriz Nuts (Ajil)

Ajil — a traditional mix of wal-
nuts, almonds, hazelnuts, pis-
tachios, raisins, and dried fruits
— is an iconic element of Tabriz's
hospitality culture. Served during
celebrations and gatherings, each
combination of nuts reflects the
season and the host’s attention to
detail.

A potential culinary destina-
tion for the world

As culinary tourism continues to
gain global importance, cities that
preserve their food heritage are in-
creasingly valuable to internation-
al travelers. Tabriz, with its cen-
turies-old culinary traditions and
culture of hospitality, is emerging
as a standout destination.

For visitors seeking a genuine,
flavorful journey into Iran’s gas-
tronomic heritage, Tabriz offers an
experience “like no other” — a city
where every aroma, every spice,
and every bite carries the legacy of
generations.



week of persons

TEHRAN - The national week of
persons with disabilities is being
held from November 29 to Decem-
ber 5 across the country with the
theme of “Social Inclusion; Social
Integration of Persons with Dis-
abilities”, in line with the Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties, December 3.

During a press conference held
on Saturday, Seyed Jafar Hossei-
ni, the head of the Welfare Orga-
nization, said that the budget to
support persons with disabilities
has increased by 81 percent in the
current Iranian year, which began
in March, compared to the previous
year.

Since the administration took
office [in July 2024], the budget
has increased from 132 trillion ri-
als (around 115 million dollars) to
some 238 trillion rials (about 207
million dollars), the official noted,
the Welfare Organization’s website
reported.

The recent reports have shown
that around 11.8 percent of the
country’s population, 10.5 million
individuals, live with a disability,
with men accounting for 11.2 per-
cent of them. Genetic disorders
and acquired disorders amount to
40.7 percent and 59.3 percent, re-
spectively, in Iran, he said.

Currently, more than 1.6 million
persons with disabilities are ben-
efiting from the Welfare Organi-
zation’s services. The organization

will inaugurate some 452 centers
during the week. These include 49
rehabilitation centres and 15 com-
munity-based rehabilitation (CBR)
projects, 381 housing and employ-
ment projects, as well as 35 other
projects with a total investment
of 4.45 trillion rials (3.86 million
dollars), 6.46 trillion rials (5.617
million dollars), and 3.41 trillion ri-
als (2.713 million dollars), respec-
tively.

Over 4 thousands persons with
disabilities will be employed, and
35 solar panel projects will be
launched, providing job opportu-
nities for 21,000 persons with dis-
abilities who are hard to employ.

Welfare Organization services

During Government week (Au-
gust 24-30), the Welfare Organiza-
tion inaugurated different projects,

Iran marking national

with disabilities
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namely neighborhood-based social
health, physical health, and can-
cer screening for women heads of
household, CBR centers, validation
of elderly day-care centers, and a
talent search system for welfare
recipients.

Neighborhood-based social
health project focuses on revital-
izing neighborhood institutions
and benefiting from the capacity
of qualified individuals, as well as
centers under the supervision of
Welfare Organization and commu-
nities to better serve the communi-
ty, IRNA quoted Hosseini as saying.

The organization also launched
200 CBR in less privileged and re-
mote areas where access to welfare
services is limited. Social workers
will receive a 20-hour training to
start their jobs as facilitators in
these centers. They will be respon-

sible for some 150 cases. Oversee-
ing local communities, identifying
individuals with disabilities, as well
as resources and measures, are
among their responsibilities.

A total of 10,566 housing, em-
ployment, social, and rehabilitation
projects with a total investment
of 520 billion rials (some 452,000
dollars) were inaugurated on the
occasion of the 45th anniversary of
National Welfare Week, held from
July 16 to 22, Hosseini further not-
ed.

About 77 percent of the projects
focused on employment, 21 percent
on housing, and the remaining two
percent on the social and rehabili-
tation sector, the official noted.

Moreover, 359 projects started,
most of which would be imple-
mented in Kerman, Lorestan, and
Isfahan provinces.

“Over the past year, 14,000
housing units were provided to
beneficiaries and people with dis-
abilities. 45,966 houses are under
construction. And 1,942 housing
units will be handed over to people
with disabilities during the week,’
Hosseini highlighted.

The official went on to announce
the launch of a job support fund.
“Thanks to welfare services, near-
ly 200,000 beneficiaries and in-
dividuals with disabilities were
employed, and the service sector
accounts for 62 percent of the em-
ployment.”

Iranian, Malaysian scientific officials discuss expanding ties

TEHRAN - Iran’s scientific counselor in
East Asia, Australia, and New Zealand, Alireza
Pourtavakol, held a meeting with the manag-
ers of Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) to
discuss ways to foster scientific and academ-
ic cooperation between the two countries.

On Saturday, Pourtavakol met with Nur
Azaliah Abu Bakar, the head of UTM depart-
ment for international affairs; Nor Ruwaida
Jamian, the head of Malaysia-Japan Inter-
national Institute of Technology; Hafiza Binti
Abas, the head of UTM department for arti-
ficial intelligence, and Basheer Al-haimi, a
senior lecturer at the Azman Hashim Interna-
tional Business School (AHIBS), ISNA report-
ed.

During the meeting, the two sides explored
the potential for enhancing international col-
laborations and expanding interactions be-
tween universities of the two countries.

Highlighting the significance of conducting
joint scientific and research projects, Pour-
tavakol proposed to develop relations via
establishing a collaborative research center,
exchanging students and professors, grant-
ing reciprocal scholarships, publishing joint
scientific articles, holding short-term profes-
sional scientific courses, industrializing prod-
ucts of knowledge-based companies, coop-
erating with technology parks, and providing
sabbatical leaves.

Al, robotics, smart automation, renewable
energies, and nanotechnology were among

World’s first ‘subway library’ to

open in Tehran

other discussed issues.
Iran, Malaysia universities enhance co-op

In 2024, the Iranian-Malaysian universi-
ties fall camp was held from November 3-11
by Malaya University, Kuala Lumpur. A total of
50 Iranian students and professors took part
in the third joint international school run by
Iranian and Malaysian universities (fall camp).

Following the agreement signed between
the University of Isfahan and the UM Uni-
versity of Malaysia on the sidelines of the
D-8 meeting in October 2023, the third joint
Iran-Malaysia school was held with the theme
of ‘training young global scientists and lead-
ers to address modern international chal-
lenges.

The course included comprehensive collec-
tive programs in line with student-scientific
diplomacy, IRNA reported.

The course focused on six main topics, in-
cluding the impact of artificial intelligence
on security and privacy, integrated water re-
sources management, artistic heritage and
Islamic civilization, sustainable governance in
climate change and crisis management, and
the balance of faith and reason in lifestyle.

In October 2024, in an effort to develop ac-
ademic cooperation, Sharif University branch
of Academic Center for Education, Culture &
Research (ACECR) and Khajeh Nasir (K.N.)
Toosi University of Technology signed memo-
randums of understanding with University of
Malaysia and Asia Pacific University of Tech-

ENGLISH IN USE

For the first time in the underground transportation system worldwide,

a public library will be opened in Tehran subway, Farnoush Nobakht, di-

rector of Tehran Urban and Suburban Railway Operations Company, said.

According to the memorandum signed between the Tehran Urban and
Suburban Railway Operations Company and the Tehran public libraries
foundation, libraries will be launched in seven selected stations, first of
which will be inaugurated on August 12, ISNA reported on Tuesday.

The library, called “Metro Book” is in line with the cultural programs to
promote the culture of reading and increase per capita reading among
subway passengers during intra-city trips, the library with a capacity of

more than 5000 books provides services continuously from 8 am. to 8

p.m., she explained.

nology & Innovation (APU), respectively.

Conducting an online meeting, Mohsen
Mardani from Sharif University branch of ACE-
CR and Mohammad Yusuf from the University
of Malaysia signed an MOU, highlighting the
expansion of cooperation in conducting inter-
national collaborative research activities, as
well as sharing technology, IRNA reported.

The officials also emphasized the need to
create a suitable platform to plan and devel-
op joint businesses in technical engineering,
agriculture, and health sectors.

Moreover, they decided to establish special-
ized working groups in the aforementioned
fields to develop a short-term, medium-term,
and long-term plan.

Yusef, for his part, announced Malaysia’s
readiness to lay the ground for expanding
knowledge-based activities and expressed
optimism that the ongoing cooperation would
serve as a preliminary step to implementing
future joint activities based on innovation and
creativity.

The second MOU was signed during a meet-
ing held on October 3rd, between the presi-
dent of KN. Toosi University of Technology,
Amir-Reza Shahani, and the vice-chancellor
of APU university of Malaysia, Ho Chin Kuan,
Mehr news agency reported.

The officials underscored expanding co-
operation between the two universities and
launching a joint MS course in Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al), as well as Cyber Security.

Sz Ol 5955 50 (ogas ailulis Ll

ol 595k ol

2 rges SRS ol log e S g Jo ailabs )3 ) sl s

9 oozl Gl (g5

CS sy 00D ddinte Aol el G cwl (I8 gl (5158 o
Sl (soges SlaalE-CLS Sl 5 aeg> 5 S 95 0

D9 g jlail ol «OLS o Covin o] can jo ol 43
@S 2 e O oy (508 slaasliy Ly o Al
150 3 e ils (o aalls s Gl g lyelsS Ko
DS Slyze B+ | ey € L S al 65 (9,9 5l i
Sleas aljlay joive job 4 Ve b o A celo 5l (o358 O j90 4

RV} <°

< SOCIETY

DECEMBER 1, 2025

Straight Truth

BRICS ‘best cities award’ secretariat

setupinliran

TEHRAN - The secretariat of the BRICS Award,
Best Cities Experiences and Research, has been
established in the country with the aim of
sharing experiences, expanding collaborations
among cities, and promoting urban diplomacy.

Holding the first conference on sustainable
city management with the participation of 50
mayors from BRICS member states in the city of
Shiraz is among the main goals of the secretar-
iat, Mehr news agency reported.

Addressing the opening ceremony, Arseny
Karyakin, the secretary general of the BRICS
Association of Cities and Municipalities, said
the secretariat will play a significant role in ex-
panding scientific and executive cooperation as
well as sharing experiences among cities of the
member states. Iran has high capacities for the
enhancement of ties between BRICS states, the
official highlighted.

Mohammad Mojabi, an official with Tehran’s
municipality, for his part, said that the main ob-
jective of the international award is to identify,
support, and share successful experiences and
influential research. The central secretariat is
responsible for holding strategic annual cours-
es, he added.

Thefirstinternational conference will soon be
held in Shiraz. Five mayors from each member
state will be invited to participate in the confer-
ence, he added.

Originally composed of four members - Bra-
zil, Russia, India, and China in 2006 - with South
Africa joining in 2011, BRICS, from 2024 to 2025,
admitted six new members - Ethiopia, Egypt,
Iran, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates - becoming BRICS+.

At present, the 11 member countries repre-
sent more than 40 percent of the world’s pop-
ulation, 40 percent of global oil production and
exports, and 40 percent of global trade. For the
participating countries, BRICS expansion means
a vaster market, additional resources, including
energy, and huge potential for investment.

BRICS+ Association of Cities and Municipal-
ities

The BRICS+ Association of Cities and Munici-
palities is a voluntary coalition of municipalities,
national associations of local authorities, cities,
and other entities from BRICS+ countries.

It aims to enhance local self-government,
coordinate member efforts in municipal man-
agement, and advocate for local governments’
interests on the international stage.

The BRICS+ Association of Cities and Mu-
nicipalities fosters decentralized cooperation,
knowledge sharing, and partnership develop-
ment among local governments, promoting
sustainable development and good governance.
The Association was launched in 2024 in Kazan,
Russia.

28 Iranian universities in THE
Interdisciplinary Science Rankings 2026

TEHRAN - The Times Higher Education
(THE) Interdisciplinary Science Rankings
(ISR) has placed 28 Iranian universities
among the top institutions worldwide for
interdisciplinary science research, compared
to 29 universities in the 2025 rankings.

THE ISR, produced in association with
Schmidt Science Fellows, is the first effort
of its kind to measure universities’ contribu-
tions and commitment to interdisciplinary
science. THE ISR 2026 has ranked a total of
911 institutions from 94 countries.

Amirkabir University of Technology, with
a global ranking of 99, is ranked first in the
country, ISNA reported.

Shahid Beheshti University (147), Shiraz
University (196), and Golestan University
(351-400) ranked second to fourth, respec-
tively.

Bu-Ali Sina University, Razi University,
University of Kurdistan, University of Mo-
hageq Ardabili, Urmia University, and Yazd
University ranked 401-500 globally.

The ISR methodology consists of three
pillars, each representing a stage in the life
cycle of research projects: inputs (19 per-
cent), process (16 percent), and outputs (65
percent). Each pillar is further divided into
metrics to measure different aspects of that
stage. There are 11 metrics in total.

This year, in response to university en-
gagement and feedback, the interdisciplin-
ary scope has been broadened to cover any
research project that comprises multiple
scientific disciplines, or one or more scien-
tific disciplines combined with one or more
of the following non-STEM disciplines: social
sciences, education, psychology, law, eco-
nomics, or clinical and health.

The Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) claims the top spot for the sec-
ond year in a row, and is again followed by
Stanford University in second place, then
California Institute of Technology and new-
ly-ranked University of California, Berkeley
in an all-American top four.

Latest rankings

The Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Asia
University Rankings has placed 48 Iranian
universities in the list of top universities in
2026, compared to 32 universities in 2025.

Published annually since 2009, the QS
Asia University Rankings highlights the top
universities in Asia each year.

University of Tehran (with a global ranking
of 93) is placed first among Iranian univer-
sities, followed by Sharif University of Tech-
nology (ranking 142 globally) and Amirkabir

University of Technology (ranking 169 glob-
ally), ISNA reported.

Iran University of Science and Technology
(172), Isfahan University of Technology and
University of Tabriz (212), Shahid Beheshti
University (214), Shiraz University (241), Fer-
dowsi University of Mashhad (261), K.N. Too-
si University of Technology (287), University
of Isfahan (293) are ranked fourth to tenth.

The Times Higher Education World Univer-
sity Rankings 2026 has placed 101 Iranian
universities among the top institutions, up
from 85 universities in 2025.

Amirkabir University of Technology, Ker-
manshah University of Medical Sciences,
and Sharif University of Technology are
among the top Iranian universities, with a
global ranking of 351-400.

Iran University of Science and Technology,
and University of Tehran are jointly placed
second, ranking 401-500 globally. Shiraz
University of Technology and Tehran Univer-
sity of Medical Sciences ranked third collec-
tively, with a global ranking of 501-600.

Shanghai University ranking 2025 has
placed six Iranian universities among the
top 1,000 institutions worldwide, down
from 9 in 2024. Tehran University of Medical
Sciences and University of Tehran are among
the top 500 universities in the world, rank-
ing 401-500 globally. Tarbiat Modares Uni-
versity ranks 701-800.

Shahid Beheshti University of Medical
Sciences and Sharif University of Technolo-
gy rank 801-900. Iran University of Medical
Sciences ranks 901-1000. The July edition of
the Webometrics world ranking has includ-
ed 64 medical universities from Iran, un-
changed from January’s edition, 11 of which
have advanced in the ranking compared to
the January edition.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences
(485) is the only university ranked among
the top 500 institutions in the world, Mehr
news agency reported.

The Times Higher Education (THE) has
included 34 universities from Iran among
the top universities pursuing sustainable
development goals (SDGs), up from 33 uni-
versities in 2024. Iran University of Medical
Sciences, with a global ranking of 301-400,
is placed first in the country.

Alzahra University, Kerman University of
Medical Sciences, and Shahid Beheshti Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences (ranking 401-
600) are placed second. Iran University of
Medical Sciences ranks 48th in good health
and well-being as well as reduced inequali-
ties, and 62nd in quality education goals.
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Iran’s “My Daughter’s Hair” shares top honor

at Indian festival

TEHRAN- The 56th International Film Fes-
tival of India- IFFI 2025, concluded Friday in
Goa, celebrated a diverse array of cinematic
excellence from around the globe.

Among the highlights of this nine-day fes-
tival was the joint award for the Best Debut
Feature Film Director, which was shared by
Iranian filmmaker Hesam Farahmand for his
debut feature “My Daughter’s Hair” and Es-
tonian director Tonis Pill for “Frank.”

Also known as “Raha,” the drama follows
a struggling family in an unstable economy.
Tohid and his wife and children have an av-
erage life. Until a very simple event shatters
the story of their lives.

Tohid buys a second-hand laptop with
money earned from selling his daughter’s
hair, bringing temporary joy. However, a con-
flict soon emerges with a wealthy family over
the laptop’s true ownership. As tensions rise,
Tohid confronts harsh realities that reshape
his life and his family’s future, forcing him to
fight for what truly matters.

A production of 2025, the film delves into
the hidden struggles of everyday people. In-
spired by real experiences, the director has
sought to create authentic characters nav-
igating a world where justice is uncertain,
and choices shape destiny. The film combines
poetic visuals with social realism, offering a
story that resonates beyond borders.

The cast includes Shahab Hosseini, Ghazal
Shakeri, Zoha Esmailifar, Arman Mirzaee,
Hadi Eftekharzadeh, Mohammad Reza Sami-
an, and Mahni Mehrpour.

Moreover, the prestigious Golden Peacock for
Best Film was awarded to “Skin of Youth” from
Vietnam, directed by Ash Mayfair, while the
Silver Peacock for Best Actor went to Ubaimar
Rios for his role in “A Poet”, while Zara Sofija Os-

tan received the Best Actress award.

Indian director Santosh Dawakhare earned
the Silver Peacock for Best Director for the
film “Gondhal” and the ICFT-UNESCO Gand-
hi Medal was awarded to the Norwegian film
“Safe House” for its compelling portrayal of
human morality and conflict. The Special Jury
Award was presented to Akinola Davis Jr. for
“My Father’s Shadow”.

In the Indian Panorama section, 25 feature
films, 20 non-feature films, and five de-
but works showcased India’s rich cinematic
landscape. Karan Singh Tyagi was honored
as Best Debut Director for “Kesari Chapter
2”. Additionally, the OTT category was intro-
duced for the first time at IFFI 2025, with
“Bandish Bandits” Season 2 receiving the
award for Best Web Series.

The International Film Festival of India
(IFFI) is a premier cinematic event in South
Asia and the only festival in the region ac-
credited by the International Federation of
Film Producers’ Associations (FIAPF) in the
Competitive Feature Films category among
the 44th international festivals. Established
in 1952, IFFI has a rich history of showcasing
exceptional films from around the globe. Its
mission is to serve as a unique platform for
ambitious filmmakers, cineastes, and indus-
try professionals to access and celebrate
outstanding international cinema.

IFFI's International Cinema section fea-
tures a diverse selection of films that are
culturally rich and aesthetically compelling
from various parts of the world. The festival
continues to uphold its esteemed reputation
by dedicatedly promoting the art of filmmak-
ing through the screening of internationally
acclaimed films, carefully curated and short-
listed by distinguished members of the film
industry.

Cartoon of Day

Winter in Gaza
Cartoonist: Mikail Ciftci from Turkey

Renowned global figures serving as jury
members of 43rd Fajr International Film Festival

TEHRAN - Twelve jurors will
evaluate films across Internation-
al Competition and Eastern Vista
sections of the 43rd Fajr Interna-
tional Film Festival (FIFF), which is
underway in Shiraz, Fars Province.

According to the festival web-
site, the jurors include acclaimed
directors, producers, cinematog-
raphers, actors, composers, fes-
tival programmers, and cultural
leaders from Iran, Turkey, France,
Oman, Macedonia, Greece, Spain,
India, Algeria, Malaysia, and Arme-
nia, among others.

Seven renowned figures will
serve on the jury of the Inter-
national ~ Competition  section
including Turkish director and
screenwriter Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Ira-
nian cinematographer and director
Mahmoud Kalari, Greek filmmaker
Angelos Frantzis, Iranian- French
composer Christophe Rezai, Span-
ish film programmer Jose Cabrera
Betancort, Indian actor and direc-
tor Bijaya Jena, and Algerian pro-
ducer Samira Hadj Djilani.

Nuri Bilge Ceylan's deeply at-
mospheric and philosophically
resonant films have made him a
leading voice in world cinema. He
has won numerous prestigious
awards: “Distant” (2002) won the
Grand Jury Prize and Best Actor at
Cannes, “Three Monkeys” (2008)
earned him the Best Director
Award at Cannes, “Once Upon a
Time in Anatolia” (2011) received
the Cannes Grand Prix, and “Winter
Sleep” (2014) won the Palme d'Or.

His visually stunning works ex-
plore existential themes, rural life,
human relationships, and solitude
with slow pacing and poetic real-
ism.

Mahmoud Kalari has defined the
visual language of modern Irani-
an cinema. He has collaborated
with acclaimed directors such as
Asghar Farhadi, Abbas Kiarosta-
mi, and Jafar Panahi. Kalari stud-
ied photography in New York and
worked for the Paris-based Sigma
Photo News Agency.

Recognized by the Time maga-
zine among the “15 Best Photogra-
phers of the Year;,” his work has ap-
peared internationally. He has won
four Crystal Simorgh awards for
Best Cinematography at Fajr Film
Festival. He has shot over 65 films,
including Farhadi’s Oscar-winning
“A Separation” (2011).

Angelos Frantzis has directed
five short films and seven feature
films including “Still River” that

earned him Best Director (2019)
and “Eftyhia” which won Best
Film from the Greek Film Academy
(2020).

His work has been screened and
awarded at numerous internation-
al festivals, including Rotterdam,
Torino, Hong Kong, Sitges, Sao
Paulo, Munich, and Istanbul.

Christophe Rezai was born in
Toulouse to an Iranian father and
French mother, is based in Tehran
since 1994. Trained in piano, vocal,
and music theory, he has composed
for feature films, short films, doc-
umentaries, and over 300 Iranian
TV advertisements. Rezai has col-
laborated with acclaimed directors
including Dariush Mehrjui, Mani
Haghighi, Shahram Mokri, and Safi
Yazdanian.

He founded the baroque ensem-
ble Aria Music (1996) and the Nour
ensemble, performing in Iran and
India. Among his awards, he won
Best Film Music at the Avignon
Film Festival (2003) and the Crys-
tal Simorgh at Fajr Film Festival
(2017) for “Negar”

Jose Cabrera Betancort is an ex-
perienced Spanish film program-
mer with over 20 years in interna-
tional festival programming and
coordination. He holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Audiovisual Communi-
cation and received a fellowship
in Cinema from the Royal Spanish
Academy of Arts in Rome.

He has worked with Miradas-
Doc and Transilvania IFF, directed
“Tenerife Shorts” for ten years,
and programmed for Las Palmas
IFF for a decade. Currently, he
serves as Head of Film Manage-
ment at Valladolid IFF and Head
of Programming for Bucharest IFF,
bringing extensive expertise in cu-
rating diverse and compelling cin-
ematic experiences.

Bijaya Jena is a versatile film-
maker and actress with decades
of experience in Odia, Hindi, and
international cinema. An FTII
Pune alumna, she has acted in
award-winning films such as “Jaga
Balia” and “Holi,” and directed ac-
claimed films including “TARA” and
“ABHAAS (Prologue)”

She has served on juries for
national and international film
festivals. With expertise span-
ning acting, directing, producing,
and writing, Bijaya brings a rich,
cross-cultural perspective and
deep understanding of cinema to
herrole as a juror.

Samira Hadj Djilani is a promi-
nent Algerian film and audiovisual
producer and cultural manager.
She formerly directed the first
private Algerian TV channel “Khal-
ifaTV” and has deep experience
in cinema and media production.
As founder and president of the
Réseau Algérien des Femmes d’Af-
faires (RAFA), and vice president
of the regional women'’s network
Réseau des femmes leaders du
Maghreb (RFLM) for Algeria, she
has worked to promote women’s
roles in business and culture.

She has also produced films
such as “Ahmed Bey,” marking a
major Algeria-Iran coproduction,
aiming to bring Algerian cinema to
international audiences.

Eastern Vista jurors

In the Eastern Vista section, the
jury members include Croatian
documentary filmmaker Alek-
sandra Markovic, Russian writer,
director and musician Igor Viktor-
ovich Levshin, Iranian actress Hoda
Zeinolabedin, Malaysian media
and film executive Teng Lee Yein,
and Armenian producer Shushanik
Mirzakhanyan.

Aleksandra Markovic is a Lon-
don-based documentary filmmak-
er, editor, and lecturer originally
from Croatia. A graduate of Queen
Mary University of London (MA
Documentary Film, with distinc-
tion), she has directed and edit-
ed several short and mid-length
documentaries, including collabo-
rations for Al Jazeera’'s “Witness”
series. Markovic serves as a juror
for the International Documentary
Association (IDA) and the Immi-
gration Film Festival.

She currently lectures in docu-
mentary filmmaking and post-pro-
duction at SAE Institute London,
combining academic insight with
extensive industry experience to
mentor emerging filmmakers,
while maintaining an active career
in international documentary pro-
duction.

Igor Viktorovich Levshin is a
Russian poet, prose writer, video
director, and musician. He debuted
in the late 1980s in the almanac
Epsilon Salon (Moscow) and, since
the early 1990s, has been regularly
published in Chernovik magazine
(New York).

He is a prizewinner of the vid-
eo poetry contest organized by
Formaslov, and the author of dic-
tionary articles for the Dictionary
of 21st Century Culture project.
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Levshin is also founder of the Fake
Cats Project group and founder/
editor of the Telegram channel
“7/8 dedicated to non-main-
stream music.

Hoda Zeinolabedin began her
professional career in 2005, mak-
ing her screen debut in the film at
the age of 16. A graduate in Graphic
Design, Hoda is also active in pho-
tography and modeling.

She gained recognition for her
role in the TV series “Fall of an
Angel” (2011) and earned critical
acclaim for her performances in
“Cold Sweat” (2017), receiving a
Crystal Simorgh nomination for
Best Supporting Actress, and “Fra-
grant” (2022), nominated for Best
Leading Actress.

Teng Lee Yein has extensive ex-
perience across the region’s en-
tertainment industry. She has pro-
duced notable projects including
the Thai horror franchise “3AM/
over twenty award-winning short
films by emerging Southeast Asian
filmmakers, and the China-Malay-
sia co-production “Southern Sum-

”

mer.

Actively engaged in the inter-
national festival circuit, she has
served as the Programming Direc-
tor of the Hainan Island Interna-
tional Film Festival and Director of
the International Film Camp 2024
(Asian Film Awards Academy, Ma-
cau). Teng has also juried major
events including the Busan Inter-
national Film Festival, the Asian
Project Market, and the Asian Cre-
ative Academy Awards.

Shushanik Mirzakhanyan is an
experienced Armenian producer
and cinema manager. She grad-
uated from the All-Union State
Institute of Cinematography, Mos-
cow, majoring in film economics.
From 1983 to 2004, she led film
crews at Hayfilm Studio, and later
served as Deputy Managing Direc-
tor (2004-2009) and Managing
Director (since 2009) of Hayk Doc-
umentary Film Studio NCSO.

A member of the Union of Cin-
ematographers of Armenia since
2004, Shushanik also lectures at
the Yerevan State Institute of The-
ater and Cinematography since
2016. Her extensive experience
in production, management, and
mentoring emerging talent brings
valuable insight to her role as a ju-
ror at international film festivals.

The 43rd Fajr International Film
Festival continues in Shiraz until
December 3.

Iranian director stages reading of Ibsen’s “Rosmersholm” in Tehran

TEHRAN-Iranian director Sarvenaz Nanka-
li staged reading performance of Norwegian
playwright Henrik Ibsen’s “Rosmersholm” at
Tehran’s Homa Theater Hall on Sunday.

The performance was held by a cast com-
posed of Amir Adib, Jahangir Ramezani, Ali Sha-
jareh, Hannaneh Safdari and Omid Mohammad-
nejad.

Henrik Ibsen’s 1886 “Rosmersholm” is widely
regarded as one of his most complex and enig-
matic plays. The play explores deep themes of
morality, societal change, and the inescapable
influence of the past. Set amidst personal
tragedy and political upheaval, “Rosmersholm”
examines the psychological turmoil of its char-
acters as they grapple with guilt, conviction,
and the desire for renewal. Often praised for its
subtlety and multilayered symbolism, it stands
alongside “The Wild Duck” as one of Ibsen’s
most profound works.

The central figure is Johannes Rosmer, a for-
mer clergyman and aristocrat who owns the
estate of Rosmersholm. Haunted by his wife
Beata’s suicide, Rosmer is caught between
his aristocratic heritage and his revolutionary
ideals for societal reform. Rebecca West, a re-
silient and morally ambiguous woman, lives at
Rosmersholm and has a past that ties her to
Beata’s death. Their relationship is intimate and
intense, yet Rosmer insists it remains purely
platonic. As the play unfolds, their bond be-
comes a battleground of moral conflict, desire,
and guilt.

The story takes place a year after Beata’s
death. Rebecca, once a friend of Beata, now
resides at the estate, and her presence reveals
the lingering shadows of tragedy. Rosmer, re-
spected in his community, supports a reformist
government, which puts him at odds with the
conservative local figures. His brother-in-law,
Professor Kroll, vehemently opposes Rosmer’s

political stance, viewing it as a betrayal of their
aristocratic roots. Kroll's hostility intensifies
when he publishes articles criticizing Rosmer
and Rebecca, fueling suspicion, guilt, and inter-
nal conflict within Rosmer.

The climax occurs when Rosmer, over-
whelmed by guilt and despair, proposes mar-
riage to Rebecca. She, burdened by her own
moral failings—she admits to having contrib-
uted to Beata’s despair—rejects him. Her con-
fession reveals her complicity in the tragedy,
destroying their fragile trust. In a final act of
despair, Rosmer asks Rebecca to prove her de-
votion by committing suicide in the mill-race,
as Beata did. Rebecca agrees calmly, giving in-
structions for her body’s recovery, and Rosmer
joins her. The play concludes with their deaths,
symbolizing the destructive power of guilt and
the inability to reconcile with the past.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



