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Is Japan sliding back toward
militarism?

By Lucia Hubinska

XIAMEN - Relations between China and Japan are
undergoing their most serious shock in a decade. And
yet, as recently as 2024—after the lifting of pandemic
restrictions—it seemed the two countries were slowly

moving toward improved relations. This trend was abruptly

disrupted in recent weeks, when a series of diplomatic
missteps gave way to open disputes.

The spark came from Tokyo, when Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi publicly declared that a potential Chinese

attack on Taiwan would constitute “an existential

threat to Japan.” In a region where the Taiwan question

is considered the single most sensitive geopolitical
fault line in Asia, this statement carries far-reaching
implications. Moreover, Takaichi had just visited
Taiwanese officials at the APEC summit—only hours

after she had affirmed with the Chinese president the
need for stable relations. Beijing interpreted her steps
not as diplomatic coincidence, but as a deliberate signal.

Lebanon’s art of giving
everything away for free

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — For decades, Lebanon’s leaders have
embraced a peculiar diplomatic approach: yield
concession after concession, gain nothing in return,
and feign surprise as the nation’s leverage steadily
disappears.

In the span of months, the state revised ceasefire
terms, expanded internal inspections up to Beirut, handed
over an Israeli abductee and a military vehicle, accepted
disarmament clauses, enforced U.S. sanctions on its own
people, and refrained from filing a single meaningful
complaint at the UN—despite thousands of violations.

This isn't a negotiating strategy; rather, it is political
self-checkout, where the customer rings himself up and
still thanks the cashier.

These serial giveaways form the backdrop of Lebanon’s
current predicament. A government that repeatedly
performs favors without compensation teaches the world
exactly how to treat it.

Israel utterly failed to shield
its protege in Gaza

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - The occupying Israeli regime suffered a
setback after its most prominent militia leader was killed
n Gaza.

Yasser Abu Shabab, along with several aides and his
deputy, was killed in Rafah in southern Gaza, in what some
reports described as a carefully planned ambush carried
out by resistance factions.

The Israeli regime’s army radio was among the first
to announce the news. According to Hebrew media, the
regime’s authorities are examining whether Hamas
members infiltrated Abu Shabab's area of control and
assassinated him.

Abu Shabab rose to prominence after investigative
reports revealed that he had been collaborating with the
IOF (the Israel Occupation Force), who supplied his militia
with vehicles, weapons, and luxury goods in an effort
to weaken the armed wing of Hamas. It was also found
that members of the Israeli-backed militia had fought for
Daesh.

» Page 5
A thousand stories Palestinians
under one name, Herbert celebrate as
//jgr/m—/l/la.;/g ‘rgﬂects on young couples
IS new exnhibition attend mass
By Afshin Majlesi Weddlng
TEHRAN - Iranian-Armenian photographer, Anumber of young

and cultural heritage researcher Herbert
Karim-Masihi is presenting a new exhibition
titled “Iran Thinks of You” at the Sadabad
Cultural-Historical Complex in northern
Tehran.

The show gathers a selection of his long-
term photographic projects on Iran’s ancient
architecture, sacred sites, and historical
landscapes, works created over years of
travel through places such as Tchogha Zanbil,
Shahr-e Sukhteh, Pasargadae, Persepolis, and
the ancient city of Yazd, which is famed for its
eye-catching windcatchers. » Page 6

!l Palestinians gathered in

| the war-torn city of Khan
Younis in southern Gaza to
solidify the love they found
amid the ruins. Speaking

to reporters, they stated
their determination to

start a new life despite
mass displacement and the
devastating living conditions
caused by Israeli violence that
began in 2023.

‘Political
statements won’t
change reality’:
Tehran denounces
PGCC remarks on
Iranian territories

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man Esmail Bagaei has strongly rejected as
“unfounded and invalid” allegations in the final
statement of the 46th summit of the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC) regarding the
three Iranian Persian Gulf Islands of the Great-
erand Lesser Tunbs as well as Bu Musa.

He expressed regret over a rehash of the
UAE’s baseless claims of ownership of the
three Iranian islands, saying, “The Iranian
islands of Abu [Bu] Musa, the Greater Tunb
and the Lesser Tunb are inseparable parts
of Iran’s territory, and any territorial claim
on them blatantly contradict the principle of
respect for countries’ territorial integrity and
good neighborliness,” he said. » Page 3

Iran stages second
major naval drill
since war with
Israel

TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) Navy has launched a large-
scale military exercise in the Persian Gulf,
unveiling advanced Al-enhanced defensive
and offensive systems in what marks the
country’s second major naval drill since it
fought a war against the U.S. and Israel in
June. m» Page 2

Professor Azarov
argues the West moves
Ukraine like a pawn in
a grand game

By Shahrokh Saei

TEHRAN - The war in Ukraine has emerged
as one of the defining struggles of the 21st
century, redrawing global fault lines and ig-
niting fierce debate over its origins. While the
result of US-mediated talks over the war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine remains unclear, the
question of how this confrontation began —
and why it has endured — has taken on fresh
urgency. Many analysts trace its roots back to
NATO’s 2008 summit in Bucharest, a turning
point that deepened tensions with Russia. In
an interview with the Tehran Times, Professor
Vladimir Azarov,a member of the Russian Writ-
ers’ Union and professor at the Academy of Mil-
itary Sciences as well as a veteran of local wars
and military conflicts, contends that NATO ex-
pansion, Cold War intelligence operations, and
decades of Western backing for Ukrainian na-
tionalism deliberately set the stage for war. He
outlines why, in his view, Western leaders have
slowed progress on peace talks, how Ukraine
became a geopolitical pawn, and why sanctions
have failed to sap Russia’s strength.» Page 5
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

The powerful

Sahand 2025 military drills

In its commentary, Javan highlighted the
significance of the powerful and innovative
Sahand 2025 drills. The paper argued: Hosted by
the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps and attended
by member states of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, the drill carries strategic
importance, signaling that Iran is actively shaping
both regional and transregional dynamics. The
participation of the Shanghai Organization, at a
time when regional terrorism led by the Zionist
regime is expanding and threatening the entire
region, reflects a shared perception of danger
and the necessity of collective action. Moreover,
the exercise strengthens mutual understanding
of interests and threats among SCO members,
paving the way for deeper political and economic
ties, as well as cooperation and investment
in energy projects and transmission routes,
including the North-South Corridor. With the
slogan “Comprehensive Efforts to Combat
Terrorism,” the drill demonstrates that Western
attempts to isolate the IRGC have failed. It shows
that countries worldwide—especially those with
anti?Western orientations—are not swayed by
US. policies and will cooperate with the IRGC
within the framework of collective security.

Siasat-e-Rooz: America’s threats are endless

In an analysis, Siasat-e-Rooz addressed
America’s renewed claim of destroying Iran’s
nuclear facilities. The paper wrote: These days,
the United States once again raises the claim of
annihilating Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, even
though evidence suggests that Washington seeks
to break Tehran’s resilience in the face of nuclear
ambiguity and force it to disclose the status of
bombed nuclear sites. Having suffered a severe
defeat in the 12?day war with Iran, the US. is
now engaged in narrative?building to project
unilateral power while concealing the costs borne
by itself and the Zionist regime. At the same time,
Washington, through sanctions and threats, is
pressing for IAEAinspectors to enter Iran’s nuclear
facilities, thereby paving the way for a new military
strike. Through humiliation, it aims to compel Iran
toward “zero enrichment” and the dismantling of
its missile capabilities. Thus, the justification of
new military assaults on other countries under
the guise of “peace through war” is part of this
design. In this context, the Trump administration’s
Secretary of State once again engaged regarding
U.S. aggression against Iran in June, repeating the
claim of destroying Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Etemad: Why did Turkish and Saudi diplomats
visit Tehran simultaneous?

Etemad commented on the simultaneous
presence of Turkey's foreign minister and Saudi

Arabia’s deputy foreign minister in Tehran. It
said: The visits took place at a moment when,
after a period of relative calm following the Gaza
ceasefire and a temporary reduction in tensions,
the region has re?entered a phase of geopolitical
realignment. The coincidence of Saudi and Turkish
visits should not be interpreted as a sign of lasting
trilateral convergence, but rather as a reflection
of the vital needs of all three countries to prevent
the outbreak of new conflicts. Each actor faces
a situation in which the absence of dialogue
could bring heavy security and economic costs.
Turkey fears that any Iran?lsrael confrontation
could upset the fragile balance in northern Syria;
Saudi Arabia worries about the consequences
of a possible war in Lebanon and its impact on
energy security and investment; and Iran, under
pressure from the US. and Israel, must maintain
a degree of engagement with regjonal players to
ease external strain. From this perspective, the
“tactical synergy” among the three countries is
less about building long?term mechanisms of
cooperation and more about creating breathing
space for crisis management. Even so, this level
of synergy is significant, as it signals a return to
the logic of regional diplomacy—a logic aimed at
preventing unwanted wars.

Jam-e Jam: Gulf
confrontational path

sheikhdoms on a

Jam-e Jam examined the hostile statement
by the Arab states on the southern shores of the
Persian Gulf Cooperation against Iran. The paper
noted: The (P)GCC released a harsh statement
targeting our country. Issuing such a statement
under current regional conditions reveals that
the Persian Gulf sheikhs misinterpret Tehran’s
neighborhood policy. The statement not only
repeats Abu Dhabi’s false sovereignty claims
over Iranian territory but also brazenly condemns
Iran’s military exercises and visits by senior
commanders. In recent years, Iran has approached
relations with Persian Gulf Arab states with
restraint, particularly in light of efforts to repair
ties with Saudi Arabia, despite the accusations
and positions of (P)GCC members. Nevertheless,
it appears that the (P)GCC interprets Tehran’s
political reservations differently and is moving
toward confrontation with Iran. Meanwhile,
the US. and the Zionist regime, seeking
reconstruction after a two?year war, intend to
incite the adventurous leaders of the Persian Gulf
sheikhdoms against Iran, gradually pushing them
toward direct conflict with the Islamic Republic.

Intelligence operation
nets armed cell near Tehran

TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) in Pardis County announced that an armed
cell affiliated with the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK)
terrorist Organization has been dismantled
following an intelligence operation carried out by
the IRGC’s security units.

The group had been involved in a series
of anti-security activities across Tehran and
Alborz provinces. IRGC officials said the cell was
broken up in Pardis after sustained intelligence
surveillance and monitoring.

The statement added that members of the
network had carried out attacks on more than 10
government, security, and military facilities in the
two provinces. They were detained in Pardis after
IRGC intelligence officers tracked their movements
and identified their organizational links.

Officials said the individuals had recently
been attempting to acquire materials to produce
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) for planned
attacks targeting civilians and disrupting public
security. IRGC intelligence units reportedly foiled
the plot through timely intervention.

Pardis County, home to more than 500,000
people, lies to the east of Tehran.

The MEK has been active since the 1980s. The
group has killed at least 17,000 Iranians in terrorist
attacks. It has also backed foreign aggressions
against Iran, including Saddam Hussein’s invasion

in the 1980s and Israel’s recent war that occurred
in June.

Atrialinranis currently underway to expose the
full extent of the terrorist group’s atrocities, with
victims' families present to testify. Kidnapping,
torture and detonating bombs in public places,
which represent only a fraction of the group’s
terrorist activities, have been the focus of the
hearings so far.

Intelligence reports show the group receives
financial and political backing from a number
of Western countries, including the US., France,
Germany, and the UK. Israel has also become a
big sponsor of the MEK in recent years. The terror
outfit is, meanwhile, notorious for torturing,
imprisoning, and killing its own members, with
defectors describing the organization as a
“murderous cult.”

Public back-and-forth continues between
Araghchi and Lebanese counterpart

Iran’s FM reiterates support for Lebanon’s sovereignty after Rajji

TEHRAN - Tehran moved
to calm diplomatic waters on
Thursday after Iran’s Foreign
Minister, Abbas Araghchi, firmly
reiterated the Islamic Republic’s
unwavering respect for Lebanese
sovereignty, following what
appeared to be an excessive
and unexpected reaction from
Lebanon’s top diplomat to an
Iranian politician’s warning about
the whittling away of Lebanon’s
defense prowess in the face of
continued Israeli aggression.

In a written message to his
Lebanese counterpart Youssef
Rajji, Araghchitouched upon age-
old and cordial relations between
the two countries, according to
a statement released by Iran’s
foreign ministry.

“He stressed Iran’s ongoing
support for Lebanon’s territorial
integrity and sovereignty and its
national unity as well as security
and stability in the country,
especially in the face of the Israeli
regime’s acts of aggression,” the
statement read.

Araghchi also invited Rajji
to visit Tehran for talks on the
expansion of bilateral ties, as
wellas regional and international
developments.

The invitation marked the
second time Iran’s foreign
minister has asked his Lebanese
counterpart to visit in the past
weeks; the first occurred after
Rajji stated in an interview with
Arab media that he wanted to

lashes out over concerned warnings

Lebanese Foreign Minister Youssef Rajji, foreground, meets with Iranian
counterpart Abbas Araghchi in Beirut on June 3, 2025.

sit down with Araghchi and
negotiate, despite the long-
standing close contacts between
the two countries. Multiple
Iranian  officials, including
Araghchi, have visited Beirut and
met with the country’s leadership
this year, a common occurrence
in previous years as well.

After extending the first
invitation, Araghchi said he
would be happy to discuss
bilateral ties with his Lebanese
counterpart, adding that Iran
does not wish to speak on or
intervene in Lebanon’s internal
affairs. Rajji did not respond to
the invitation but later took to X
to tell Araghchi that an Iranian

politician’s  recent  warning
about the dangers of decreasing
Lebanon’s military prowess was
tantamount to meddling.

Ali Akbar Velayati, former
foreign minister and current
foreign policy advisor to Iran’s
Leader, had said in an interview
that disarming Hezbollah at
Washington’s request, while the
US. is unwilling to ensure Israel
abides by a 2024 ceasefire, would
be very dangerous, as Hezbollah
is a “pillar of Lebanon’s defense”

Hezbollah was formed in 1982
during the Israeli occupation of
Lebanon. It managed to force
Israeli forces out of the country
after the Lebanese military had

struggled to stand up to the
regime. Hezbollah is still believed
to be more powerful than the
Lebanese army, which receives
its arms and training from
Western patrons of Israel.

Lebanese authorities have
not managed to force Israel to
abide by the 2024 ceasefire that
the regime has been violating
on an almost daily basis. Israeli
airstrikes have killed dozens
of Lebanese people since last
November. Hezbollah has so far
refrained from responding to
these violations, appearing to
want the government to take
responsibility for the matter.

The Lebanese foreign
minister’s remarks on “lranian
meddling”  drew  negative

responses from the Lebanese
people. In replies to his X post,
one citizen asked Rajji to “now
do the same for the US. and
Israel” Another user said: “Isn’t
it Israel that is bombing our
country again and again with
Washington’s support?”

The US. has been pressuring
Lebanon to disarm Hezbollah,
even providing the country with
an implementation plan and
timeline. It has, however, made
no demands for Israel to stop its
attacks.

Iran has warned against
disarmament but says it will
abide by any collective conclusion
reached by the Lebanese.

Iran stages second major naval drill since war with Israel

TEHRAN - The Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Navy has launched a large-
scale military exercise in the
Persian Gulf, unveiling advanced
Al-enhanced  defensive and
offensive systems in what marks
the country’s second major naval
drill since it fought a war against
the US. and Israel in June. m

The exercise began Thursday,

with the IRGC emphasizing
heightened intelligence
readiness and the resolve

and preparedness of its naval
forces to confront any threat.
During the drill, IRGC naval units
issued warnings to U.S. vessels
operating in the area, signaling a
clear message of deterrence.

Advanced air-defense
systems—including the Nawab,
Majid, and Misagh platforms—
were deployed under electronic
warfare conditions. According
to Iranian military officials,
the systems used artificial
intelligence to identify aerial
and maritime targets within
fractions of a second and strike
them with high accuracy.

Codenamed Shahid
Mohammad Nazeri, the exercise
spans wide sections of the
Persian Gulf, including Bu Musa,
Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and
Siri islands, the Strait of Hormuz,
and the Sea of Oman.

Nazeri, for whom the drill is
named, previously commanded
IRGC Navy special forces and is
known domestically for his role
in the January 12, 2016 capture of
10 U.S. Navy sailors who entered

Iranian territorial waters.

During the drill, advanced
air defense systems, including
Nawab, Majid, and Misagh were

also deployed in electronic
warfare conditions.
On  August, Iran Navy

showcased its formidable and
expanding military capabilities
during the “Sustainable
Power 1404” missile exercise,
conducted across the strategic
northern Indian Ocean and the
Sea of Oman.

Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri,
commander of the IRGC Navy, said
the force maintains “continuous
intelligence dominance” across
the Persian Gulf and leverages
this oversight in a structured
manner during exercises.

“In this drill, we carry out
subsurface, surface, and aerial
monitoring” he said. “We
have permanent intelligence
dominance, but in exercises we
employ it purposefully, defining
its paths and directions and
determining how operations
should unfold”

At the same time, Iran is
pursuing enhancements to its
defense capabilities across all
areas. Chief Commander of Iran’s
Army [Artesh], Major General
Amir Hatami, told members of
Parliament’s Planning, Budsget,
and Accounting Commission
on Thursday that Iran has “not
wasted a moment” in enhancing
its military capabilities.

Hatami said safeguarding the
Islamic Republic is inseparable

from
independence
integrity, adding, “The least harm
to the Islamic system is harm to
the independence and territorial
integrity of our beloved country,
Iran”

preserving Iran’s
and territorial

Addressing longstanding
tensions with the United States
and Israel, Hatami said hostility
from global arrogance has
persisted since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and has intensified
over time.

He referenced the recent 12-
day war in June, saying Iran was
in negotiations with the United
States when Israel launched a
sudden attack with U.S. support.
According to Hatami, Israel’s June
13 assault killed senior Iranian
commanders, nuclear scientists,
and civilians. More than a week
later, he said, the United States
joined the conflict by bombing
three Iranian nuclear sites.

Iran’s armed forces retaliated
by striking strategic targets
across the occupied territories
as well as the al-Udeid Air Base
in Qatar, the largest U.S. military
base in West Asia.

Hatami said the attacks
against Iran were intended to
cripple its nuclear, missile, and
defense programs and eliminate
key commanders as part of a
broader effort to topple the
Islamic Republic. He asserted
that Iran “won the war” because
its adversaries failed to achieve
their objectives.

He added that Israel views
Iran as an existential threat,

stating: “Since the war, we have
not wasted a single moment
in strengthening our defense
capabilities and enhancing our
military readiness. Becoming
stronger has been our top
priority.”

While Iranian officials say the
country’s military response has
established a deterrent balance,
analysts warn that any renewed
confrontation could expand
into the maritime domain—
particularly in the Strait of
Hormuz.

The narrow waterway at the
mouth of the Persian Gulf is
the world’s most critical energy
chokepoint. Roughly 20 percent
of global oil supplies—some 17 to
18 million barrels per day—pass
through the strait, along with
significant liquefied natural gas
exports, especially from Qatar.

Experts caution that any
disruption could trigger a rapid
spike in energy prices and
destabilize global markets. Some
forecasts suggest oil prices
could surge by up to 80 percent
within the first week of a closure,
with industries worldwide facing
shutdowns within days due to
fuel shortages.

Military sources in Tehran say
Iran is closely monitoring the
movements of US. and Israeli
forces in the region. Officials
have hinted that if hostilities
escalate, Tehran may consider
restricting navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz as part of
its defensive strategy.



Sahand 2025 showcases Iran’s role as
hub for counter-terrorism cooperation

Drill comes despite Western attempts at stigmatizing IRGC

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolu-
tion Guard Corps (IRGC) Ground
Force concluded its hosting of a
five-day multinational military
exercise on Iranian soil, with
drills that not only sent a mes-
sage to terrorist factions in the
region but also delivered a polit-
ical message to Western states
seeking to isolate and stigmatize
the unit.

Codenamed “Sahand 2025/
the drills united forces from
across the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) from Decem-
ber 1to December 5. All ten SCO
countries (China, Russia, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan, Iran,
and Belarus) dispatched troops
or representatives, while four
other nations, including Saudi
Arabia, the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, Oman, and Iraq, sent observ-
ers.

Exercises were mainly con-
ducted at the Imam Zaman
Mechanized Brigade base in
Shabestar County, located in
Iran’s northwestern East Azer-
baijan Province.

Tactical commanders speak-
ing to The Tehran Times said the
drills involved complex, multi-
phase operations designed to
simulate real-world threats.

The exercises comprised four
major phases: intelligence units
conducted precise monitoring to
identify simulated enemy move-
ments; drone units executed tar-
geted strikes on identified po-
sitions; helicopter units carried
out aerial assaults to neutralize

threats at depth; special units
performed a rapid heliborne in-
sertion to free hostages taken by
simulated “white elements”; and
finally, teams conducted final
area clearance operations to es-
tablish lasting security. The drills
featured weaponry and military
equipment from each participat-
ing nation.

Major General Mohammad Pa-
kpour, commander-in-chief of
the IRGC, said Iran’s expansive
presence was “a source of pride”
and a symbol of “deep strategic
cooperation” He emphasized
Iran’s readiness to share hard-
earned counter-terrorism expe-
rience “without limitation” with
partner states.

Analysts and on-the-ground
commanders hailed the maneu-
vers as a military success. How-
ever, another significant aspect
of the drills was the rhetoric
surrounding them, which em-
phasized shared purpose, mutu-
al respect, and a collective stand
against unilateral Western dic-
tates.

“Independent countries are
firmly determined to defend
themselves against an unjust
global order;” said Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad Bager
Qalibaf on the first day of the
drill.

When it comes to Iran and the
role of the IRGC, analysts pointed
out that the Sahand drill demon-
strated Western attempts at dis-
paraging the IRGC had achieved
little to no success.

The United States designated
the entire IRGC as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organization (FTO) in 2019
- the first time a formal part of
another government received
such a label. Canada followed
suit, and Australia became the
latest Western bloc country to
blacklist the IRGC, making the
move last month. Motions for
similar designations have been
advanced in the United Kingdom
and the European Union, mostly
by pro-Israeli Zionist groups. The
West says Iran must end its sup-
port of Resistance groups that
fight Israeli occupation and ag-

gression across West Asia.

The blacklisting has not af-
fected Iran’s ability to arm itself
and develop its defense capabil-
ities, as the country has built a
domestic military industry over
the past four decades. It does,
however, appear to have pushed
the country deeper into alliances
with non-Western powers, which
increasingly find themselves at
odds with the West over its uni-
lateral measures. Russia, for in-
stance, is currently fighting the
West in Ukraine, and China is
locked in a tussle with the West
over the sovereignty of its break-
away province, Taiwan. There
are fears of an eventual military
confrontation in Taiwan as well.
India, too, is finding itself at a
growing distance from the West
over economic and trade issues
that could eventually spread to
the military domain.

In remarks to the Tehran Times,
Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s Depu-
ty Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs, said Iran’s
hosting of the Sahand drills was
an action for “alignment and co-
alition-building in line with a new
architecture for regional securi-

”

ty;

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
has been one of the main vic-
tims of terrorism and has always
been at the forefront of the fight
against terrorism, with valuable
experience in confronting all its
forms and dimensions. We pro-
vided a platform for the trans-
fer and synergistic exchange of
experiences among SCO mem-
ber states in this regard,” he ex-
plained.

‘Political statements won’t change reality’: Tehran
denounces PGCC remarks on Iranian territories

Frome Page 1 » In its latest state-
ment, the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council rehashed the UAE’s ground-
less claim of ownership over the
three Iranian islands.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman
also highlighted Iran’s policy of good
neighborliness and cooperation with
regional countries to boost relations
and safeguard security and stability,
urging the PGCC and the UAE to steer
clear of provocative stances.

The Persian Gulf islands of Bu
Musa and the Greater and Lesser
Tunbs have historically been part of
Iran, proof of which can be found and
corroborated by countless historical,
legal, and geographical documents
in Iran and other parts of the world.
However, the United Arab Emirates
has repeatedly laid claim to the is-
lands in recent years.

The islands fell under British con-
trol in 1921, but on November 30,
1971, a day after British forces left
the region and just two days before
the UAE was to become an official
federation, Iran’s sovereignty over

the islands was restored.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Baqaei
touched upon the Arash oil field, dis-
missing Kuwait's unilateral claims as
invalid.

“The issuance of repeated state-
ments does not secure any rights for
Kuwait. Reaching a fair and lasting
deal regarding this issue requires
bilateral talks, common efforts and
the creation of a positive and con-
structive atmosphere to ensure mu-
tual interests,” he said.

Iran maintains that it holds clear
and established rights to a share
of the Arash field, noting that the
offshore reservoir is a joint field
between Iran and Kuwait, with his-
torical records showing six decades
of bilateral recognition of each side’s
stake.

Nearly 40% of the field lies in Ira-
nian waters. Iranian officials insist
that unilateral actions by Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia, including their
2022 agreement to jointly develop
the field, lack legal basis because
the maritime boundaries involving
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Arab Persian Gulf leaders gather in Bahrain for PGCC’s 46th summit

all three states have never been for-
mally demarcated.

Another reaction has come from
Ali Akbar Velayati, an advisor to the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution.
“The recent statement from the
PGCC issued after their meeting,
which contains repeated and base-
less claims about the three Iranian
islands as well as the fictitious own-
ership plan for the Arash oil field,
once again showed that some gov-
ernments have chosen the path of

creating tension and are following
the policies of foreigners instead of
stepping on the path of rational and
constructive interaction,” he said.

“The islands of Bu Musa, Great-
er Tunb and Lesser Tunb, as well as
the Arash oil field, are an insepara-
ble part of the historical territory
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
any claim about their ownership is
false and has no legal value. Politi-
cal statements will not change the
reality.”

Iran’s steadfast stance has transformed resistance politics

in West Asia: Malaysian activist

Mohd Azmi Abdul Hamid says Iran’s resistance to Western pressure gives it unique strategic weight

By Sahar Dadjoo

TEHRAN - At the sidelines of
the Conference on “People’s Rights
and Legitimate Freedoms in the
Thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei,’
The Tehran Times sat down with
Mohd Azmi Abdul Hamid, President
of the Malaysian Consultative Coun-
cil of Islamic Organizations (MAPIM),
to discuss the evolving landscape of
global justice, Palestine advocacy,
and the role of the Muslim world in
confronting oppressive power struc-
tures.

Known for his outspoken posi-
tions on humanitarian crises and
neocolonial policies, Azmi offers a
candid assessment of Malaysia’s re-
sponsibilities, the shortcomings of

Western human rights frameworks,
and the growing moral awakening
across the Global South and beyond.
In this interview, he outlines strate-
gic pathways for stronger solidarity,
principled foreign policy, and peo-
ple-centered resistance to global
injustices.

The following is the text of the in-
terview:

How can Malaysia strengthen
its diplomatic and humanitarian
support for Palestine and other
oppressed regions?

Malaysia already has a strong
moral and diplomatic record on Pal-
estine, but in today’s climate that
base needs to be upgraded into a
more strategic and structured role.

Diplomatically, Malaysia can
strengthen its support in several
ways by building a coordinated Glob-
al South front on Palestine, together
with Iran, Turkiye, Indonesia, South
Africa, Brazil and others, so that res-
olutions at the UN and other multi-
lateral forums are not isolated voic-
es but part of a bloc that refuses to
normalize genocide and occupation.

By pushing more aggressively for
legal avenues, including support
for cases at the ICJ and ICC, sanc-
tions on companies complicit in war
crimes and concrete diplomatic con-
sequences for states that arm and
shield Israel.

By institutionalizing Palestine as
a permanent pillar of foreign policy,

not an issue that depends on the
personal inclination of any particular
government.

On the humanitarian side, Ma-
laysia should develop a permanent
humanitarian and reconstruction
mechanism for Gaza and all occupied
territories, with government facili-
tation and NGO implementation, so
that we move from ad hoc relief to
long term resilience.

Use its credibility in the Muslim
world and ASEAN to convene region-
al humanitarian coalitions that can
negotiate more effective access and
protection for aid convoys.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Tehran derby ends in
goalless stalemate:
2025/26 PGPL

TEHRAN - Tehran derby between Perse-
polis and Esteghlal foothall teams shared
in a goalless draw on Matchweek 12 of the
2025/26 Iran’s Persian Gulf Professional
League (PGPL) on Friday.

In the match held in Arak’s IRALCO Stadi-
um, two teams showed a lackluster perfor-
mance in front of about 10,000 spectators.

There have been 106 meetings between
the rivals, with Persepolis claiming 29 wins,
Esteghlal 26, and 51 drawn matches.

The Tehran derby, also known as Blue-Red
derby, is a football match between the two
prominent Tehran clubs Esteghlal and Perse-
polis.

It is widely considered the major crosstown
derby in the Persian Gulf Pro League. This
match was declared as the most important
derby in Asia and 22nd most important der-
by in the world in June 2008 by World Soccer
magazine.

Sepahan move top
of 2025/26 PGPL

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team defeated
Fajr Sepasi 2-0 to move top of 2025-26 Iran’s
Persian Gulf Professional League (PGPL).

In the match held in Isfahan, Enzo Crivelli
and Mohammad Askari scored two goals in
the second half to seal a home win for Sepa-
han.

Also, Foolad was held to a goalless draw by
Aluminum and Malavan defeated rock-bot-
tom Mes 2-1in Bandar Anzali.

Sepahan moved top of the table with 21
points, one point ahead of Esteghlal.

Iran unchanged in
FIBA ranking

TEHRAN - Iran national basketball team
remained unchanged in the 26th place in the
latest FIBA World Ranking.

The top ten teams held their positions in
the newly released FIBA menss world ranking
on Thursday, following the conclusion of the
first window of the 2027 World Cup qualifi-
ers.

The U.S. remain top after two victories over
Nicaragua, while defending world champions
Germany are still second.

Outside the top ten, Turkey overtook Latvia
to take the No. 11 spot after two wins, while
Rwanda was the biggest climber, rising nine
spots to No. 81.

Iranian taekwondo
athletes win two
more golds at 2025
World U21

TEHRAN - Iran’s Mobina Nematzadeh and
Radin Zeinali won two gold medal at the 2025
World U21 Taekwondo Championships on Fri-
day.

Nematzadeh defeated Turkey’s Sude Yar-
en Uzuncavdar 2-1 in the final match of the
Women's -53kg.

Zeinali also beat Turkey's Omer Furkan
Korpe 2-1in the Men’s -74kg final.

Abolfazl Zandi in the Men -58kg, Amir
Reza Gholami in the Men’s ?80kg, and Mo-
bina Nematzadeh in the Women’s -53kg had
previously won three golds, while Amir Mo-
hammad Ashrafi in the Men +87kg and Hasti
Mohammadi in the Women’s ?57 kg won two
bronze medals.

The 2025 World U21 Taekwondo Champi-
onships, the 1st edition of the World U21 Tae-
kwondo Championships, are being held at the
Moi International Sports Centre in Kasarani,
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Nairobi, Kenya from Dec. 3 to 6.

Galloway signs
for Iran’s Mahgol
basketball team

TEHRAN - American guard Ramon Gallo-
way joined the Iranian basketball team Mah-
gol.

The 34-year-old player currently plays for
the Iraq national team.

He started his playing career in the Bosnian
team Igokea and has also played at Sporting
Al Riyadi, Beirut, Al Ittihad Alexandria, Al-Ah-
ly Ly, Al-Difaa Al-Jawi, and Spartans Distrito
Capital.

The Iranian Basketball Super League (IBSL)
is a professional menss basketball league in
Iran. It was founded in 1998.

The current champions are Shahrdari Gor-
gan. The league follows the promotion and
relegation system in which the two lowest
ranking teams are relegated to 1st Division.

Iran basketball
more terrifying
with Amini: FIBA

TEHRAN - Window 1of the FIBA Basketball
World Cup 2027 Asian Qualifiers has come to
a close, and so theress no better time than
now to assess how all 16 teams stood after
the four-day competitions.

What made Iran even more exciting to
watch was the return of Behnam Yakhchali.
They kept basically (most of) the team that
won bronze in the 2025 Asia Cup - led by
Arsalan Kazemi and Sina Vahedi - and then
brought in the star guard for Window 1. The
result? A sweep of Irag, and a share of the
Group C lead with the Jordanians.

What makes Iran even more terrifying is
that they did this without Mohammad Ami-
ni - who was announced injured before the
window. Once they bring him back into the
mix, they will surely be better, fiba.basketball
wrote.

Theysre sliding down here not because of
how they played, but more relative to how the
other rising teams performed against tough-
er opponents.

Soraya Aghaei
joins 10C Athletes’
Commission

TEHRAN - The President of the Internation-
al Olympic Committee (I0C), Kirsty Coventry,
has appointed five new members of the 10C
Athletes’ Commission (AC), ensuring that the
ACreaches its full composition in time for the
Milano Cortina 2026 Olympic Winter Games.

The five Olympians are: Soraya Aghaei Ha-
jiagha (IRI, badminton), Husein Alireza (KSA,
rowing), Cheick Sallah Cissé (CIV, taekwondo),
Olufunke Oshonaike (NGR, table tennis) and
Mariana Pajon (COL, cycling). The appoint-
ments were made in consultation with I0C AC
Chair Emma Terho.

Aghaei competed at Tokyo 2020, becoming
the first female badminton player to rep-
resent Iran at the Olympic Games. She has
coached at national level and is a member of
the Iranian NOC'’s Athletes’ Commission.

I0C AC Chair Emma Terho congratulated
the new members on their appointment: «l
am delighted to welcome Soraya, Husein,
Cheick, Olufunke, and Mariana to the Ath-
letes’ Commission,” she said. “Their diverse
backgrounds, achievements and experience
will enrich our discussions and help us con-
tinue to advocate for athletes worldwide.”

With these appointments, the 10C AC is
now composed of 23 members from all con-
tinents (including a member from the Refu-
gee Olympic Team), 13 women and 10 men,
representing 15 summer sports and 5 winter
sports.
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Chinese private sector shows growing
interest in entering Iran’s market

TEHRAN - Iran’s Industrial Development
and Renovation Organization (IDRO) has said
is prepared to expand joint investments with
Chinese companies in renewable energy,
electric vehicles and rail industries, noting
that Chinese private sector has shown grow-
ing interest in entering Iranian market, the
head of the organization said during a meet-
ing with Iran’s ambassador to China.

Farshad Mogimi highlighted Iran’s suc-
cessful industrial partnerships with Chinese
firms and said the 25-year Iran-China co-
operation agreement provides a valuable
framework for deepening technological and
industrial ties.

He said IDRO has already collaborated with
Chinese partners on three major projects:
glass-fiber production, tire manufacturing
and metro wagon construction. The organi-
zation, he added, is ready to broaden these
collaborations into emerging sectors in-
cluding renewables, electric mobility and rail
equipment.

Mogimi stressed that advanced technology
transferis IDRO’s top priority in international
partnerships, noting that cooperation with

Chinese technology companies could address
this strategic need. He also called on Iran’s
embassy in Beijing to help streamline direct
engagement between IDRO and Chinese in-
dustrial and tech firms.

Iran’s ambassador to China, Abdolreza
Rahmani Fazli, welcomed IDRO’s plans and
said the long-term cooperation document
serves as a roadmap for expanding bilateral
ties.

He noted that major Chinese corporations
and private-sector companies are keen to
enter the Iranian market, adding that the em-
bassy will facilitate effective links between
IDRO and Chinese industry to support future
joint projects.

Economic co-op in focus as Brazilian
ambassador meets Qazvin governor

TEHRAN - Brazil's Ambassador to Iran, An-
dré Veras Guimaraes, met with Mohammad
Nozari, the governor of Qazvin Province, on
Wednesday.

Nozari described Qazvin as a major and
strategically important province with strong
industrial and tourism potential, saying the
region is well-positioned to expand its rela-
tions with Brazil.

He added that Brazil is a large and influen-
tial country best known to many Iranians for
its renowned football players, and noted that
the two nations enjoy positive relations.

He expressed hope that the ambassador’s
visit would pave the way for deeper coopera-
tion in industrial and tourism sectors.

The governor said Qazvin is a leading prov-
ince in diversified exports, construction ma-
terials, and glass and ceramic production,
stating that it can help meet Brazil's needs in
various fields.

The meeting was also attended by Ali Rah-
mani, head of the provincial Planning and
Budget Organization; Safikhani, the deputy
governor for economic affairs; Ahmadpour,
the deputy governor for political and secu-
rity affairs; Darvishvand, the Foreign Minis-
try’s representative in the province; Mostafa
Taherkhani, director-general for economic
affairs; economic adviser Ahad Chegini; and
Mahdi Abedian, head of the Qazvin Chamber
of Commerce.

Back in February, Iran and Brazil agreed to
expand their financial and banking relations,
with a focus on using national currencies in
bilateral trade and leveraging banking infra-
structure for economic cooperation.

According to the Central Bank of Iran (CBI),
the agreement was reached during a meet-
ing between CBI Deputy Governor Asghar
Abolhasani and Tatiana Rosito, Brazil's Dep-
uty Finance Minister and Chair of the BRICS
Central Bank Deputies and Finance Ministers
Meeting.

During the meeting, Abolhasani and Rosito
discussed the significant financial and trade
potential between Iran and Brazil, emphasiz-
ing the importance of increasing bilateral and
multilateral monetary and banking coopera-
tion, particularly through mechanisms avail-
able within the BRICS framework.

Abolhasani noted that the economic and
trade capacities of Iran, Brazil, and oth-
er BRICS members indicate that enhanced
banking and financial cooperation could sig-
nificantly boost trade among these nations in
the short term.

Rosito stressed the need to strength-
en bilateral financial cooperation with Iran
and proposed utilizing BRICS capabilities to
develop new banking and financial collabo-
ration mechanisms, given ongoing global fi-
nancial and banking developments.

Tire production in Iran rises 8%

TEHRAN - Iran’s tire industry has recorded
an eight percent increase in output, a board
member of the Tire Industry Association said,
while calling for the removal of currency re-
strictions affecting raw material supplies.

According to Jamal Mirzaei, domestic man-
ufacturers meet about 95 percent of the
country’s tire demand in the passenger-vehi-
cle segment, with only a few specific sizes for
certain brands imported. “There is no short-
age in the tire market,” he said.

He estimated annual tire production at
around 24 million units and projected output
could rise to 26 million units next year.

Mirzaei said Iran does not yet produce ul-
tra-heavy tires used for mining machinery
but plans are underway to localize produc-
tion within a year. These tires are currently
imported.

In the bus and truck segment, he said do-
mestic factories have about 45 percent pro-
duction capacity, but output is 15 percent be-
low that level due to liquidity shortages tied
to government-set pricing.

Mirzaei noted persistent currency-related
hurdles in procurement and order registra-

tion. He said the national trade system fre-
quently experiences outages, delaying im-
port approvals and customs clearance.

He added that foreign currency shortages
have also limited supplies of raw materials
and tires for certain imported vehicles, urg-
ing faster decision-making to address the
issue.

According to Mirzaei, the price gap be-
tween government-set and free-market
tires has narrowed, with some brands even
selling below the official rate to access cash
more quickly. He advised drivers to buy tires
from authorized dealerships to secure offi-
cial prices.

Tehran, Yerevan discuss ways to expand
economic, trade, investment co-op

TEHRAN- During a meeting
between the ambassador of
Armenia to Iran and the secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme Council of
Free Trade and Special Economic
Zones, they discussed ways to
develop bilateral cooperation and
strengthen economic, trade, and
investment relations between the
two countries.

Grigor Hakovian, the ambas-
sador of Armenia to Iran, met
with Reza Masrour, the secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme Council of
Free Trade and Special Economic
Zones, to explore avenues for ex-
panding bilateral cooperation and
enhancing economic, trade, and
investment ties between the two
nations.

During this meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on existing
economic capacities between the
two countries and emphasized
the introduction of investment
opportunities and the develop-
ment of joint packages to attract
domestic and foreign investors.

The Armenian ambassador and
the secretary of Iran’s Supreme
Council of Free Trade and Spe-
cial Economic Zones noted the
advantages of Armenia’s mem-
bership in the Eurasian Economic
Union, describing it as a valuable
opportunity for Iranian free zone
producers and investors to gain
broader access to the markets of
the union’s member states.

The development of joint Ira-
nian-Armenian productions and
their supply in Eurasian markets
was also presented as an effec-
tive strategy to increase the two
countries’ share in regional trade.

Additionally, the meeting em-
phasized organizing joint invest-
ment tours with the participation
of economic actors from both
countries and making maximum
use of the transit corridor capac-
ities between Iran and Armenia,
particularly the North-South and
East-West routes.

On October 26, the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
and the Embassy of Armenia in
Tehran agreed to establish a joint
digital platform to connect Irani-
an and Armenian businesses di-
rectly, aiming to expand bilateral
trade and investment opportuni-
ties.

During a meeting between
Hamed Asgari, ICCIMA's deputy
for international affairs, and Hayk
Nazaryan, commercial attaché
of the Armenian Embassy, the
two sides reviewed the current
level of trade cooperation and
discussed practical strategies to
deepen economic relations.

Asgari commended the Arme-
nian Embassy for its active role in
facilitating the Iranian trade del-
egation’s visit to Yerevan, which
coincided with the Iranian presi-
dent’s official trip earlier this year.

He said the two nations are
working toward elevating their
partnership to a strategic level,
with a shared goal of increasing
annual trade volume from $737
million in 2024 to $1 billion in
2025, and eventually to $3 billion
in the coming years.

The ICCIMA deputy emphasized
that achieving a balanced and
sustainable trade relationship
requires the design of coordi-

nated frameworks to enhance
cross-border business activity.

He underlined the importance
of using existing networks of Ira-
nian and Armenian entrepreneurs
based in other countries to iden-
tify potential partners and pro-
mote mutual investment.

Both sides agreed to launch a
joint B2B matchmaking platform,
which will serve as a unified and
accessible digital space for com-
panies seeking partnerships,
suppliers, or clients in either
market.

They also decided to develop
joint protocols for issuing certifi-
cates of origin to improve trans-
parency and prevent forgery, hold
technical meetings between cus-
toms authorities to harmonize
trade procedures, and organize a
joint conference on the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) free trade
opportunities.

The Armenian side welcomed
ICCIMA's proposal to hold special-
ized business forums in Tehran
and Yerevan to facilitate sec-
tor-specific cooperation, partic-
ularly in construction materials,
food processing, and logistics.

The meeting concluded with
both parties reaffirming their
commitment to continuous co-
ordination and information ex-
change through the joint plat-
form to enhance bilateral trade
efficiency and trust.

On September 12, Iran and Ar-
menia held talks on expanding
cooperation in the energy sec-
tor, including trade in petroleum
products and potential supplies
of liquefied gas, during meetings
between senior officials of the
two countries.

Mohammad Sadegh Azimifar,
managing director of the National
Iranian Oil Refining and Distri-
bution Company, met Armenian
Economy Minister Gevorg Papoy-
an and Deputy Minister Armen Si-
monyan in Yerevan, accompanied
by Iran’s ambassador.

Papoyan welcomed closer en-
ergy ties and expressed Armenia’s
interest in importing liquefied
gas from Iran, describing it as a
basis for long-term and mutually
beneficial cooperation that would
also enhance his country’s energy
security.

He cited opportunities for fu-
ture collaboration in areas such
as petroleum trade, development
of liquefied and natural gas in-
frastructure, joint investments in
energy projects, and better use of
regional transport and logistics
networks.

In a separate meeting, Azimifar
also held discussions with Dep-
uty Economy Minister Simonyan
on joint plans for fuel production

and trade.

On September 1, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways
(known as RAI) and his Armenian
counterpart discussed expanding
technical and operational coop-
eration in rail transport among
CIS member states during visit to
Russia.

Jabarali Zakari, deputy trans-
port minister and head of the RAI,
met the chairman of Armenian
Railways on the sidelines of a
Railways exhibition in St. Peters-
burg.

Talks covered establishing sus-
tainable rail transport, identifying
cargo potential along the corridor,
activating freight forwarders, and
easing rail connectivity between
Iran and Russia through Armenia,
contingent on the resolution of
political disputes between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan.

With Baku and Yerevan reaching
a preliminary agreement, officials
concluded that the memorandum
could help reopen the western
route of the International North-
South Transit Corridor (INSTC) via
Nakhchivan. This would restore
rail links between Iran and Russia
through Yerevan after years of
suspension.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) announced at the time
that a recent trade mission to Ar-
menia produced 10 cooperation
agreements across energy, tour-
ism, pharmaceuticals, transport,
technical standards, and culture.

Mohammadreza Bahraman,
ICCIMA vice president, said the
delegation’s visit — held in par-
allel with the Iranian president’s
official trip — marked a turning
point for regional economic co-
operation, opening doors to joint
investment and expanded market
access.

“Armenia is not only a gateway
to the 184 million-strong Eur-
asian Economic Union (EAEU) but
also a bridge to Europe through
its trade agreements with the
EU,” Bahraman said.

He cited Armenia’s economic
stability, investor-friendly envi-
ronment, skilled workforce, tax
incentives and competitive costs
as key attractions for Iranian in-
vestors.

Among the key outcomes were
a target of $3.0 billion in bilateral
trade using the Iran-EAEU free
trade agreement, and the cre-
ation of a four-party committee
of chambers and customs offi-
cials to resolve certificate-of-or-
igin and customs barriers.

Progress was also made on in-
frastructure, including a second
border bridge over the Aras River
and completion of the third power

exchange line, which is expected
to boost energy and transport ca-
pacity several fold.

Bahraman highlighted priority
sectors for Iranian investment in
Armenia, including mining, agri-
culture, pharmaceuticals, renew-
able energy, IT and R&D, as well
as logistics projects linked to the
INSTC.

He added that proposals were
made to establish a permanent
exhibition of Iranian goods and
joint industrial parks in border
regions.

Although a dedicated mining
session was not held during the
visit, Bahraman said ground-
work was laid for future cooper-
ation through customs and legal
frameworks to support mineral
exports.

The completion of Armenia’s
third power line would also en-
able the launch of mineral pro-
cessing units, he noted.

Enterprise Armenia presented
mineral opportunities to the Ira-
nian delegation, paving the way
for Iranian firms to enter explo-
ration, extraction and processing
projects.

Bahraman called for ICCIMA to
organize a dedicated mining del-
egation to Armenia as the next
step, aligned with Iran’s goal of 13
percent growth in mining under
the seventh development plan.

“Economic diplomacy is a mar-
athon, not a sprint” Bahraman
said. “In this trip, we cleared the
initial obstacles so that in future
visits, specialized cooperation —
particularly in mining — can be
pursued on a sustainable footing.
Armenia is more than a market;
it is a testing ground for new
regional models of cooperation.
With unprecedented incentives
from the Armenian government
and ICCIMA’s institutional sup-
port, we can turn Armenia into
Iran’s strategic hub in Eurasia and
Europe”

Iran’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Minister has said tariffs
on 87 percent of goods traded
between Iran and Armenia have
been eliminated, as Tehran press-
es ahead with efforts to expand a
preferential trade pact with the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU).

Minister Seyed Mohammad
Atabak said Iran has been formal-
ly recognized as a permanent ob-
server in the EAEU, a status that
allows the country to broaden ties
with member states.

He noted that in recent years
Tehran has sought to strengthen
commercial links with neighbors,
particularly Armenia, which he
described as Iran’s gateway to the
Eurasian market.

Atabak said the preferential
trade agreement that came into
effect in May marked a significant
milestone, reducing tariffs on the
majority of goods traded with Ar-
menia to zero. “This development
has already spurred an upward
trend in trade volumes with Ar-
menia and other EAEU members,’
he said, adding that negotiations
to expand the pact to cover other
sectors are continuing.

The announcement coincided
with President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s official visit to Yerevan,
where he was received by senior
Armenian officials.

Iran’s paint, resin exports reach $80m in 8 months

TEHRAN - Iran’s paint and resin industry ex-
ported around $80 million worth of products
in the first eight months of the current Iranian
year (March 20 - November 21), up about 10
percent from the same period last year, a se-
nior official at the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade said.

Parvin Nobati, director general of the minis-
try’s Chemical and Polymer Industries Office,
told IRNA that despite the country’s challeng-
ing conditions, the industry achieved notable
export growth this year.

She said around 1,100 active units operate
in the sector, with a total production capacity

exceeding 12 million tons. The industry directly
employs over 44,000 people, with most pro-
ducers relying primarily on domestic inputs.

“Fewer than 200 companies have sought
foreign currency allocations for imports,” she
added.

Nobati said major producers have so far
manufactured about 800,000 tons of paint
and resin, underscoring the sector’s export
potential. Domestic products mainly serve
household, automotive, and industrial ap-
plications, though local manufacturers also
possess the know-how to produce specialized
coatings when needed.

She noted that installed capacities exceed
domestic demand, resulting in lower utili-
zation rates. The ministry’s future plans, she
said, aim to align investment with areas facing
production shortages while taking advantage
of Iran’s petrochemical resources, which sup-
ply much of the raw materials for the paint
and resin industry.

Nobati added that steps have been taken to
reduce imports of raw materials and finished
products, benefiting domestic producers. She
said the ministry is coordinating with petro-
chemical suppliers to prevent shortages and
ensure steady material availability.



Professor Azarov argues the West moves
Ukraine like a pawn ina grand game

From page 1 » The following is
the text of the interview:

It is widely believed that the
NATO summit in Bucharest in
2008 set the stage for today’s
confrontation between Russia
and the West. From your perspec-
tive, what dynamics at that sum-
mit contributed to this outcome?

The NATO summit in Bucharest
in 2008, together with President
Putin’s Berlin speech that same
year, certainly influenced the for-
mation of today’s confrontation. It
marked a continuation of the West
and NATO provoking Russia, refus-
ing to accept any of Russia’s offers
to the world. The West deliberately
complicated the situation so that
everything would end in a war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine. More-
over, the West deliberately wanted
this war with Russia to weaken and
destroy it, but for Ukraine to lead
it. To do this, it was pumped with
money and weapons, carried out
a powerful information policy and
zombified the local population.

Western narratives often de-
scribe Russia’s actions in Ukraine
as “unprovoked aggression.” How
doyou interpret the origins of the
conflict differently?

In the mass consciousness of
people all over the world, the pre-
vailing version remains that on
February 24, 2022, the Russian
Federation committed an “unpro-
voked” act of aggression against
Ukraine to seize it according to
the plan for the restoration of the
former Soviet Empire, of which
the Russian Federation is the legal
successor. But the reality is quite
different.

Suppose we consider the war as
a continuation of politics. In that
case, it is no exaggeration to say
that the conflict in Ukraine began
in 1947-1948, when the United

States officially incorporated the
so-called Gehlen organization into
its national security apparatus.

It was the German intelligence
agency created by the Americans in
June 1946. It was formed based on
a Nazi intelligence cell operating on
the Eastern Front. The organization
was commanded by General Rein-
hard Gehlen, who in 1956 became
the first head of the West German
Federal Intelligence Service (BND).

While in captivity, Gehlen con-
vinced the Americans that he had
good contacts in the territories oc-
cupied by the Soviet Union, includ-
ing with Ukrainian nationalists.

This was very important in the
perspective of the beginning of the
Cold War, because the Anglo-Sax-
ons wanted to use Ukraine as a tool
to weaken the USSR.

Cooperation with the Organi-
zation of Ukrainian Nationalists,
established through the Gehlen
group, developed very intensively
until 1954, when the USSR sup-
pressed the active phase of the
Bandera uprising in the then Soviet
Ukraine.

At the same time, on August 18,
1948, the United States adopted the
Directive of the US National Security
Council 20/1 or the Allen Dulles Plan,

the Director of the CIA, which out-
lined the tasks of the West against
the USSR, to work with the popula-
tion on its decomposition and sub-
sequent destruction of the country. A
separate chapter outlines the tasks
of the West against Ukraine and its
role in the destruction of the USSR
and Russia.

Therefore, the CIA maintained
political ties with the Bandera sur-
vivors mainly through the Ukrainian
diaspora in the West. To a large ex-
tent, these were Bandera fighters
who fled to Germany after World
War IIl. Many of them then moved to
Canada, Australia, the United King-
dom, and the United States, where
they gained significant political in-
fluence, playing a crucial role in the
Anglo-Saxon struggle against the
USSR during the Cold War era.

If you want to delve into the his-
tory of Russia a little bit, you can
understand why Ukraine has be-
come like this.

From a historical perspective,
how did Ukraine’s territorial and
cultural development contribute
to today’s tensions?

Most of the future Ukraine be-
came part of the Russian Empire
after the partitions of Poland
(1772-1795) and the conquest of

the Crimean Khanate by Russia,
and it was only in the 19th century
that externally imposed Ukrainian
nationalism began to develop here.

And before all these events, Ki-
evan Rus was constantly fighting
for spheres of influence with the
neighboring Khazar Khaganate,
which also influenced the forma-
tion of the mentality of the inhab-
itants of the territories from which
Ukraine was later formed.

For centuries, this territorial en-
tity had no statehood of its own,
except for a year and a half of the
unsuccessful existence of its na-
tional republic, proclaimed in 1917
on the fragments of the Russian
Empire, and the modern period
that began after the collapse of the
USSR with the declaration of inde-
pendence on December 1,1991.

Such a long-term moral condi-
tion in the role of provincial slaves,
living under the influence and guid-
ance of foreigners and neighbors
who considered the inhabitants
of Little Russia and Novorossiya
to be second-class people, devel-
oped in some of them a persistent
irritation towards the conquerors,
whether they were conquerors

from Moscow or Poles.

This was vividly demonstrated
during World War II, when Ukrainian
nationalists killed civilians in the
Soviet Union and Poland with equal
brutality and sadism.

Ukrainians-Little Russians have
not created their own national elite
— the nobility, and have not forgot-
ten the times when people were
led by people from neighboring-
countries.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Is Japan sliding back toward mllltarlsm’

From page 1 » It is therefore no surprise that
China’s reaction was immediate and forceful.
Chinese diplomats lodged a sharp protest, while
China’s ambassador to the UN, Fu Cong, stated
that Takaichi was violating international law,
endangering global peace, and undermining
the post-war international order itself. Elevat-
ing the dispute to the UN level is unusual and
indicates that Beijing sees Japan’s rhetoric as
a qualitatively new development. From China’s
perspective, such statements strike at the very
core of its political identity and sovereignty. Bei-
jing continues to demand that the remarks be
withdrawn.

“If Japan’s basic position on Taiwan is indeed
the one stated in the 1972 China-Japan Joint
Communiqué, can Prime Minister Takaichi ar-
ticulate this position precisely and fully? Why
is Japan unwilling to clearly state the commit-
ments and legal obligations it undertook? What
is the logic and motive behind this stance? The
Japanese side owes China and the international
community an explanation,” said Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian. For China,
Taiwan is not simply a regional issue—it is an
existential principle that modern China is un-
willing to relativize.

Beijing subsequently issued travel warnings,
restricted tourism and cultural exchanges, and
cancelled multiple planned events with Japan’s
cultural sector. The economic impact on Japan
was immediate: hotels, airlines, and retailers re-
ported a sharp decline within days. According to
Japanese travel agencies, they lost roughly 80%
of bookings from the Chinese market—one of the
most important components of Japan’s tourism
industry, which accounts for 7% of Japan’s GDP.
Should the diplomatic and trade confrontation
escalate further, both sides would suffer losses,
as they remain significant economic and invest-
ment partners. However, thanks to long-term
efforts to strengthen domestic self-sufficiency
and a broader economic base, China is far better
positioned to absorb such shocks.

The cultural and social dimensions of the
crisis reveal its depth. Disrupted cultural ex-
changes, cancelled concerts and film premieres
demonstrate that the dispute no longer remains
confined to diplomacy. It has struck precisely
those areas that both countries had cultivated
for years as stabilizing spaces outside geopol-
itics. If even this “soft bridge” is collapsing, it
signals the beginning of a long period of cooling
relations.

Takaichi’s statements also stirred controver-

sy at home. Opposition politicians, constitution-
al lawyers and parts of the academic commu-
nity warned that her stance exceeds the legal
framework of Japan’s collective self-defense.
Japan remains bound by the pacifist Article 9 of
its constitution, and the public is not prepared to
accept rhetoric that pushes the country toward
open conflict. Takaichi, however, has gradually
abandoned the long-standing policy of “strate-
gic ambiguity” that Tokyo maintained on Taiwan.
Her tone gives the impression that, instead of
articulating Japan’s own strategic interests, she
is blindly following American policy—while edg-
ing Japan back toward militarization.

This abrupt change in atmosphere has also
spilled into military dynamics. In November,
Chinese coast guard vessels sailed near the
disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu islands, which Tokyo
interpreted as escalation, prompting it to send
its own ships and fighter jets. Japan also an-
nounced the strengthening of military capaci-
ties on Yonaguni, an island only 110 km from Tai-
wan. From Beijing’s perspective, this is primarily
precautionary monitoring of an increasingly
unpredictable environment shaped by Japan’s
ambiguous signals. The drone incident near
Yonaguni only confirmed that rhetorical shifts
rapidly translate into military realities.

What we are witnessing today has deeper
roots. For decades, Japan has been a central pil-
lar of the American security architecture. Its de-
fense policy—including its stance on Taiwan—is
shaped more by U.S. strategic priorities than by
Japan’s own autonomy. Washington reacted to
the recent tensions by offering Tokyo security
guarantees, and U.S. diplomacy has taken a firm
position against “any unilateral changes to the
status quo in the Taiwan Strait” This frame-
work further limits Japan’s capacity to act inde-
pendently and deepens the distrust Beijing has
long felt toward Japanese policy. When we take
into account Japan's defense posture and its
quasi-vassal relationship to the United States,
we begin to understand the excessive confi-
dence—and arrogance—of the Japanese prime
minister.

The US. objective today is to slow China’s
technological rise, which threatens American
global dominance. China is increasingly per-
ceived in Washington as a dangerous competi-
tor in global trade and technological innovation.
This is accompanied by China’s growing military
capability, which has already surpassed region-
al significance. American containment policy
toward major competitors may well be the un-
derlying cause of the current crisis. Traditional

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi raises
her fist as U.S. President Donald Trump speaks
to Navy personnel aboard the USS George
Washington at Yokosuka naval base in Kanagawa
Prefecture in late October. Photo: AFP

Anglo-Saxon militarism continually searches
for “useful idiots” in regions of strategic inter-
est—actors who can be activated when needed
as disposable tools. History provides countless
examples showing that countries like the US.
and the UK. do not have friends; they only have
servants and rivals.

In this context, it is legitimate to ask to what
extent Japan is able to shape its own foreign
policy—and to what extent it is being drawn into
strategic games orchestrated by others. Tokyo
risks finding itself in a position where it bears
the heavy consequences of a conflict it does not
control. And in a region already undergoing one
of the greatest power reconfigurations of our
time, this is an exceptionally dangerous place
to be.

The current crisis is not merely a temporary
dispute but an expression of deeper global
shifts. China emerges here as an actor defend-
ing its borders, historical memory, and long-de-
clared principles—and doing so in a way that is
predictable, consistent, and based on the con-
viction that regional stability depends on clear
rules, not on unbalanced and aggressive rheto-
ric. It is also a reminder that global conflicts do
not arise in abstraction or suddenly. They often
have deep historical roots grounded in securi-
ty dependencies and geopolitical illusions. The
Indo-Pacific is transforming before our eyes,
and without a thorough understanding of its
historical and strategic depth, we risk mistaking
symptoms for causes.

*Lucia Hubinska is a lecturer at the Institute
of Creativity and Innovation at Xiamen Universi-
ty in Fujian Province, on China’s southeast coast.

(The article reflects the author’s opinions and
not necessarily the views of the Tehran Times.)

. FINTERNATIONAL

DECEMBER 6, 2025
Straight Truth

Hezbollah leader: Israel seeks to grab
Lebanon under ‘Greater Israel’ scheme

Hezbollah’s  Secretary-General Sheikh
Naim Qassem accuses Israel of pursuing an
“expansionist agenda” under the banner of a
so-called “Greater Israel,” warning that Leba-
non is the next target of occupation.

In a televised speech on Friday, Qassem
said Israel has violated last year’s ceasefire
agreement by carrying out “constant” at-
tacks across Lebanon. He stressed that the
aggression is not about Hezbollah's weapons
but about a broader plan to gradually occupy
Lebanon and extend Israel’s borders.

“This aggression aims to establish a ‘Great-
er Israel’ through Lebanon,” he declared, urg-
ing Lebanese unity against a colonial project.

Qassem rejected U.S. involvement in Leb-
anon’s defense strategy, saying Washington
has “no business interfering” in internal af-
fairs. He warned that aligning with Israel
means “sinking the ship,” while unity ensures
resilience. “Hezbollah will defend itself, its

people, and its country, and will not surren-
der] he vowed, framing resistance as Leba-
non’s only safeguard against Israel’s expan-
sionist ambitions.

The concept of “Greater Israel” has deep
roots in Zionist ideology, with maximalist
visions stretching from the Nile to the Eu-
phrates. In modern politics, it often refers to
Israel’s expansion into Palestinian territories,
the Golan Heights, and potentially parts of
Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan.

Israeli-backed militia leader killed in Gaza

From page 1 » The IOF then placed its militia’s
headquarters under its direct protection in a small
neighborhood in Gaza's southern Rafah area,
within territory still occupied under the so-called
“yellow line”.

The location of this base is strategically signifi-
cant because it lies along the main route used by
aid trucks entering Gaza through the Karem Abu
Salem crossing, giving the militia a clear advan-
tage over the flow and control of incoming aid.

When the Israeli regime allowed only a small
amount of desperately needed aid to enter Gaza,
starving Palestinians rushed to distribution sites
operated by the IOF and a U.S. company. At these
sites, the Abu Shabab militia seized much of the
aid for itself.

During the same period, both the militia and the
|OF opened fire on Palestinians who were gather-
ing in search of food, killing people in the midst
of an ongoing genocide. The Israeli regime later
released blurry drone footage of the shootings,
attempting to shape a narrative that Hamas had
been responsible for looting the aid and firing on
its own population.

This level of coordination between Abu Shabab
and the IOF, at a time when the UN was warning
that Palestinians were starving to death, stands in
sharp contrast to the story Abu Shabab presented
to Western media. There, he claimed his actions
were motivated by a desire to help the people of
Gaza by attempting to overthrow Hamas.

Once imprisoned in Gaza on theft and drug-re-
lated charges, Abu Shabab escaped after an Israeli
regime strike near the facility during the early
stages of the genocidal war on the besieged en-
clave.

Shortly after the reports of his death, Gaza's
Radaa security force, affiliated with the Palestin-
ian resistance, circulated a photo of Abu Shabab
with a caption stating: “Just as we told you, the
Israeli regime won't be able to protect you”.

The Hebrew Kan network reported that the

criminal had met with U.S. envoy Jared Kushner on
November 11 at a U.S. command site in southern
Israel, where they discussed the role of his forces
in occupied areas outside Hamas control.

Hamas said that Abu Shabab’s killing repre-
sented the inevitable fate of anyone who chooses
to collaborate with the Zionist regime. The group
stated that his actions and those of his associates
placed them outside the national and social con-
sensus, and praised local families and tribes that
disavowed him and anyone involved in attacks on
Palestinians or cooperation with the |OF.

Hamas argued that the occupying regime’s reli-
ance on socially marginalized and criminal groups
to advance its objectives in Gaza reflected its in-
ability to counter persistent resistance on the
ground.

The movement added that the occupying re-
gime had failed to protect its collaborators and
asserted that anyone who endangers Palestinians
or assists the IOF would lose all standing within
their community.

Hamas concluded that the unity of Palestinian
families, tribes, and national institutions remains
a safeguard against attempts to erode Gaza’s
social fabric and would not serve as a refuge for
criminal groups or external agendas.

Within the Israeli regime, much of the discus-
sion will now center on Abu Shabab, his actions,
and whether the regime’s investment in him
should be viewed as a “failure” or a “success”

Yet it is increasingly evident that the broader
Zionist regime’s strategy behind this investment,
the idea that local militias or lightweight allies
could stand in for a direct confrontation with a
major adversary, has fundamentally collapsed.

Another blow for the regime domestically and
abroad is its inability to build any meaningful
political or social alternative to Hamas, despite
nearly two years of genocidal war and claims that
it was planning for a viable “day after” scenario.

Lebanon’s art of giving everything away for free

From page 1 » When a state insists on giving
services away “gratis,” others naturally assume its
value is negligible. Generosity, after all, becomes
indistinguishable from disposability when it is
practiced without conditions.

Against this atmosphere of unilateral compli-
ance emerged the latest controversy: the appoint-
ment of former ambassador Simon Karam to lead
Lebanon’s delegation to the ceasefire implemen-
tation mechanism.

This is the kind of move that gives “surprise plot
twist” energy—although everyone already knows
who wrote the script.

Speaker Nabih Berri had initially endorsed the
idea of adding a civilian figure to the delegation—
on very clear terms: no direct negotiations, no
political spillover, and no scope beyond the tech-
nicalities of enforcing the ceasefire.

Then came the presidential decision naming
Karam, and the atmosphere shifted. Berri, report-
edly, declined to even meet him, a gesture that
communicated everything words didn’t need to.

Karam’s nomination wasn't merely a person-
nel choice; it symbolized an entire orientation.
His well-known positions—hostility to the Resis-
tance’s weapons, praise of neutrality doctrines,
and nostalgic references to the 1949 Armistice—
made him, in the eyes of the U.S. surveillance den
(embassy) in Beirut, the perfect envoy for a Leba-

non eager to pre-concede its sovereignty before
the meeting even begins.

Already, Hezbollah's open letter of November
2025 had flagged the danger: crossing into nego-
tiating frameworks designed as traps!

According to the communique, the Israeli occupa-
tion entity’s record is consistent—take everything,
commit to nothing, and always demand more. In this
reading, Beirut’s priority is enforcing the ceasefire as
written and compelling Tel Aviv's compliance, rather
than drifting into political bargaining under the illu-
sion of “technical discussions.”

Meanwhile, the anti-Resistance allegedly claim
the mechanism is a routine administrative forum,
pointing to the 2022 maritime precedent.

Critics, nevertheless, see something else en-
tirely: the classic recipe for normalization served
as a “technical appetizer,” the kind that starts in-
nocently and ends with the table flipped.

The dispute surrounding Karam is therefore
more than a procedural skirmish. It encapsulates
Lebanon’s longstanding dilemma—how to defend
sovereignty while operating in a political culture
where the state keeps volunteering concessions
no one even asked for.

A country that negotiates as if it owes the world
an apology inevitably invites outcomes shaped by
others. Further, when national policy resembles a
clearance sale, the final price is paid in sovereignty.
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‘The Land of Legends’ unveiled at
National Museum ceremony

TEHRAN - The unveiling ceremony of the
book “Iran, The Land of Legends” was held
on Tuesday evening at the National Muse-
um.

The event, part of the longstanding cul-
tural series “Bukhara Nights,” attracted an
enthusiastic audience of cultural enthusi-
asts, scholars, and photographers, under-
scoring the public’s keen interest in Iran’s
rich heritage.

The ceremony featured remarks by
prominent figures including Dr. Jebrael
Nokandeh, the director-general of the Na-
tional Museum of Iran; Fereidoun Biglari,
the museum’s cultural deputy; heritage
photographer Herbert Karim-Masihi; the
book’s author, Davood Vakilzadeh; and not-
ed cultural figure Ali Dehbashi. The pro-
gram culminated in the official unveiling of
the book, celebrated by the author along-
side the gathered guests.

In his keynote address, Nokandeh hailed
the publication as a monumental cultural
achievement. He described the moment as
one of great pride for the National Muse-
um, an institution whose core mission is
to narrate Iran’s glorious past. Nokandeh
expressed profound admiration for Vakil-
zadeh, whose decades of dedicated work
have produced a series of publications that
collectively piece together the vast and
magnificent puzzle of Iran’s historical, cul-
tural, and natural landscape.

He also elaborated that “Iran, The Land
of Legends” represents the culmination of

lifelong journey. This large-format,
published in Persian, English, and a sep-
arate volume in Spanish—is intentionally
crafted for a global audience, reflecting a
deep understanding of worldwide interest
in ancient Iranian civilization.

this

Moreover, Nokandeh underlined the pro-
found connection between the book and
the Museum, noting that its early chapters
on pre-history and myth are richly illus-
trated with images of iconic artifacts from
the National Museum’s own collection. This
deliberate choice, he stated, creates a pow-
erful dialogue between the contemporary
art of photography and ancient heritage.

The Museum director further articulated
that true heritage preservation extends
beyond safeguarding objects in vaults
and display cases; it necessitates actively
introducing and conveying their meaning
to present and future generations. He as-
serted that this book fulfills that vital role
by acting as a “mobile museum,” a reliable
visual reference that carries the essence
of Iran’s grandeur into homes and libraries
worldwide. He praised the volume as a suc-
cessful model of interdisciplinary collabo-
ration, blending professional photography,
historical research, and elegant design.

In conclusion, Dr. Nokandeh expressed
his hope that “Iran, The Land of Legends”
would serve as a timeless cultural ambas-
sador, conveying messages of Iran’s beau-
ty, peace, and profound civilizational depth
to every corner of the globe.

Ilami artisans participate in handicraft

exhibition in lraq

TEHRAN--llami artisans have recently
participated in a handicraft exhibition in
the Iragi city of Kut, Wasit province, said
Head of llam Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Department Farzad Sharifi.

He added that the exhibit was held with
the participation of Ilami artisans and
was welcomed by the visitors, Miras Aria
(CHTN) reported.

Sharifi also said that a group of artists,
cultural activists and handicraft enthusi-
asts visited the exhibition.

Various works from different fields such
as pottery, carpets, leather, traditional jew-
elry and local handwoven carpets were ex-
hibited to the public in this event, he added.

Sharifi stated that last week, the hand-
icraft exhibition was held in the city of

TEHRAN— A number of tour guides of South
Khorasan province have had a special tour
known as FAM tour with the aim of getting to
know and introduce the tourism potentials of
the villages of Deyhuk district of Tabas city.

Announcing this, Mohammad Arab, the dep-
uty head of South Khorasan Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts Department said that
the program was held for two days with the
presence of 15 official guides of the province,
adding that the participants visited the tourist
village of Nayband and experienced firsthand

Kut, simultaneously with the handicraft
exhibition in the city of Al-Hay, Wasit prov-
ince. Given the warm welcome of visitors,
this edition of the exhibition continued on
Thursday, he added.

He noted that this program aims to
strengthen the cultural ties, introduce ar-
tistic capacities, and develop handicraft
exchanges between Iran and Iraq.

Ilam province is a tribal region and its
handicrafts specially embossed Kilim is
famous nationally. The most important
handicrafts of the province are wicker-
work, coarse carpet, silk products, rug, felt
carpet and wooden products . [lam, like the
other provinces of the country, has its own
especial souvenirs like local chewing gum
(the gum of Persian turpentine tree), local
sweets and candy.

A thousand stories under one name, Herbert
Karim-Masihi reflects on his new exhibition

By Afshin Majlesi

TEHRAN - Iranian-Armenian
photographer, and cultural heritage
researcher Herbert Karim-Masihi is
presenting a new exhibition titled
“Iran Thinks of You” at the Sa'dabad
Cultural-Historical ~ Complex in
northern Tehran.

The show gathers a selection of
his long-term photographic proj-
ects on Iran’s ancient architec-
ture, sacred sites, and historical
landscapes, works created over
years of travel through places
such as Tchogha Zanbil, Shahr-e
Sukhteh, Pasargadae, Persepolis,
and the ancient city of Yazd, which
is famed for its eye-catching
windcatchers.

In a conversation with the Teh-
ran Times on Thursday, he reflect-
ed on his artistic philosophy, the
challenges of documenting cul-
tural heritage, and what he hopes
viewers take away from the exhi-
bition. Below is excerpts of the in-
terview in questions and answers:

The title of your exhibition,
“Iran Thinks of You,” is poetic
and contemplative. What mes-
sage does it carry for viewers,
and what does it mean to you
personally?

“Iran Thinks of You” is an at-
tempt to recognize and re-pres-
ent Iran as a unified and all-en-
compassing cultural landscape.
It is a message that holds within
itself a diversity of peoples, his-
torical eras, religions, rituals, and
sanctuaries.

The narrative behind the exhi-
bition is, in truth, a story of thou-
sands of different stories that
ultimately converge in a single
shared name: Iran.

For this reason, | have not iden-
tified the locations or titles for the
exhibited photographs. The goal is
not to point to a specific geogra-
phy, but to emphasize the unity of
this diversity under one name.

In this exhibition, everywhere is
Iran. And it is Iran that is “think-
ing” of the viewer!

Your work features a number
of iconic sites and monuments.
How did you choose those lo-
cations, and what drew you to
them?

By choosing sites such as
Chogha Zanbil, Persepolis, the
windcatchers of Yazd, and the
country’s historic mosques and
other places of worship, | tried to
highlight the pillars that collec-
tively shape Iran’s national iden-
tity. This has always been funda-
mental for me.... Their importance
lies in the fact that many of the
ritual practices and ways of life
that emerged from these sites

Photographer and cultural heritage researcher Herbert Karim-Masihi (L) speaks with a visitor at an
exhibition of his selected works at the Sa'dabad Cultural-Historical Complex in northern

Tehran, December 4, 2025.

have persisted into modern times
though we may not always recog-
nize their deep historical roots.

In fact, through a single pho-
tograph, | try to reveal how con-
temporary floor plans, columns,
architectural habits, and spatial
structures remain connected to
thousands of earlier narratives.
These links show that modern life
still stands on the shoulders of
history.

Your prints seem to be pre-
sented with great precision and
craftsmanship. What challenges
do you face in photographing
cultural heritage, and how do
you aim to convey not only the
visible reality but also the feel-
ing and history behind it?

Heritage photography comes
with many challenges. The first,
and perhaps the most important
concerns the photographer. It de-
pends on how deeply the photog-
rapher understands the subject
and what kind of relationship he
or she forms with it.

When a photographer truly
knows the subject, understands
the its history and recognizes its
significance today, then an hon-
est and unembellished narrative
becomes possible. This seems to
be the one that speaks both to
what once was and to why it has
endured.

Alongside these conceptual
challenges, there are also practi-
cal ones: the difficulty of obtain-
ing [in-case necessary| permits,
economic constraints, and the
lack of sustained support from
the related institutions. In fact,
photographers, who work in the
arena of cultural heritage, often

work without financial backing,
investing their own resources to
record a heritage whose preser-
vation is costly and often over-
looked.

In the exhibition introduc-
tion, you wrote that architec-
ture is not merely a building, but
the continuation of human life
through time. Can you elaborate
on this idea and how it appears
in your photography?

Iranian architecture, and archi-
tecture as a whole, is seems to
be a product of climate and the
surrounding nature. No architec-
tural tradition can be understood
without examining the ecological
conditions that shaped it. Ina cold
climate, one uses entirely differ-
ent forms and materials than in a
hot one.

For example, in a sun-exposed
region where shade and coolness
are vital, no one would choose a
stone that absorbs and intensi-
fies heat. Conversely, in a cold re-
gion, clay and mud are insufficient
because of their vulnerability to
moisture. This is why stone plays
such a central role in colder cli-
mates: it absorbs sunlight during
the day and releases that warmth
slowly at night. It is the intelligent
negotiation between material and
nature.

If we extend this logic to our
own time, we realize that many
of today’s technologies and build-
ing systems are imports [from
outside to Iran] not designed for
our landscape, nor adapted to it.
Traditional Iranian architecture,
however, was always grounded in
a deep understanding of climate,
environment, and the real needs

of people.

To make it short, such a conti-
nuity between place, material, and
human life is what | aim to reveal
in my photographs.

If there is only one message
or experience you hope visitors
take away from “Iran Thinks of
You,” what would it be?

Thinking about Iran has been
my greatest concern through-
out all my years of photography.
It has long been a concern that |
have always wished to pass on to
viewers. | want to remind them of
the immense civilization we are
heirs to.

But inheritance and in particu-
lar the cultural heritage of a na-
tion is not only about possessing;
it is about preserving, supporting,
protecting, and advancing.

That is why the narrative of
this exhibition begins inside the
photographs themselves to invite
viewers into the challenge of re-
flecting on what they have, what
they are responsible for, what
they are connected to, and what
they must give meaning to.

As the final word | can say and
repeat that one of my deepest
hopes is that viewers can feel
themselves inside the photo-
graphs: seeing them from their
own perspective, not merely as
spectators, but as part of the im-
age.

“Iran Thinks of You” will remain
open to the public at the Sa'dabad
Complex until Dec. 21, offering
visitors an opportunity to explore
Iran’s architectural and cultural
heritage through Karim-Masihi’s
lens.

First ‘Kerman to Rayen’ tourist train departs

TEHRAN--The first tourist train departed
from Kerman station to Rayen on Thursday.
An action that marks the beginning of a
new chapter in the development of travel
infrastructure, strengthening the sustain-
able tourism, and creating new experiences
for tourists in the southeast of the country.

It departed in the presence of the head
of Kerman Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Department, the director
general of Kerman Railways, a group of of-
ficials, tourism activists, and students of
Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, and
accompanied its passengers on a delightful

route to a series of historical and natural
attractions of Rayen, including the histor-
ical Rayen Citadel, waterfalls, and unique
landscapes of this part of the province,
ISNA reported.

Referring to the importance of this event,
Head of Kerman Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Department Morte-
za Nikrou said: The departure of the first
tourist train from Kerman to Rayen is a
clear sign of the province’s new approach
to developing tourism on basis of clean and
sustainable transportation.

Nikrou stated: “Our effort is to strength-

Tour guides visit South Khorasan attractions

the potentials of this beautiful village including
Dig-e Rostam hot spring, the historical texture
and agricultural fields and palm groves, the pro-
tected area, and the Makshur Castle on the first
day, Miras Aria (CHTN) reported.

Arab added that they became familiar with
the customs, handicrafts, souvenirs, historical
texture and natural and agricultural potentials
of Esfandiar village on the second day.

He continued that finally, a meeting was held
with the guides to review the problems and re-

quests and use the guides’ abilities to introduce
the province’s various capacities to help develop
the domestic tourism.

Esfandiar village, a part of the Deyhuk district
of Tabas city, South Khorasan province, has old
terraced houses, water mills, handicrafts, and
lush nature.

This year, the first saffron festival was held
with the help of the locals and was well received.

He stated that this fam tour, which was im-
plemented in cooperation with Cultural Heri-

tage Department and local activists, provided
an opportunity for the guides to become more
familiar with the potential of this region for de-
veloping sustainable tourism.

He explained that FAM tour or FAM trip in-
dustry, which is also called familiarization tour,
provides the opportunity for tourists from the
provinces and countries of the target market to
become closely acquainted with the realities of
the target region, attractions, quality of services
and security.

en the tourism infrastructure in a way that
makes travel in Kerman province easier,
safer and more attractive for domestic and
foreign tourists”

He added that Rayen is one of the most
important tourist destinations in the prov-
ince, and the launch of this train provides a
better introduction to the cultural, histor-
ical and natural capacities of this city. “We
hope that with continuation of this route,
we will witness the prosperity of tourism
businesses, an increase in staying of pas-
sengers and a balanced distribution of
travel throughout the province.

Therefore, one of the successful marketing
techniques and tools is holding familiarization
tours, which all leading countries in tourism are
doing, he added.

These trips, which are mostly carried out by
tourism activists, airline agencies and tour or-
ganizers, are attended by tourism industry ex-
perts, photographers, tour leaders, bloggers
and journalists, and travel consultants, and re-
cently through influencers, so that the tourist
attractions of the region are introduced to the
world by these people, he pointed out.



IUCN classifies Persian Gulf
mangrove

o

TEHRAN - The first global as-
sessment of mangroves by the
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) has
classified mangrove forests in
the Persian Gulf as vulnerable
(VU) overall.

The mangrove forests are
classified as ‘vulnerable’ in
Changes in Geographic Distri-
bution, ‘least concern’ in Re-
stricted Geographic distribu-
tion, ‘least concern’ in Abiotic
components, and ‘least con-
cern’ in Biotic components of
ecosystems, ISNA reported.

The IUCN assessment results
can be the basis for national
and regional decision-making
and intervention. The results
indicate that planning, ongo-
ing monitoring, and integrated
management of these eco-
systems should be prioritized.
Otherwise, these ecosystems
are likely to move into a more
dangerous category.

Mangrove ecosystems are
crucial for biodiversity con-
servation, providing essential
goods and services to local
communities and mitigating
the impact of climate change.
For this reason, understanding
the risk of ecosystem collapse
has serious socioeconomic im-
plications.

According to data published
in various sources, the total ex-
tent of mangrove forests in the
Persian Gulf and Sea of Oman
is about 250 square kilometers,
with Iran having the largest share
with 138 square kilometers.

Mangrove forests in Iran
mostly consist of the Avicenna
marina, known as Hara, named
after the 11th-century great
Iranian scientist Avicenna, or
Abu-Ali-Sina. Hara forest area
covers more than 27 thousand
hectares.

The forests spread from Nay-
band Bay in the southwestern
Bushehr province to Govater
Bay in the southeastern Sis-
tan-Baluchestan province on
the coast of the Sea of Oman.

More than 90 percent of
these forests, both in terms of
quality and quantity, are locat-
ed in the southern Hormozgan
province, such as Khamir Port
and Qeshm lIsland, although
there is a part in the Khor Az-
ini site, in Sirik county in Hor-
mozgan, which hosts rhizopho-
ra mucronata species.

Contamination from oil, gas,
and petrochemical industries
in the vicinity of mangroves, ef-
fluent from aquaculture farms,

e

s as ‘vulnerable’

timber harvesting, livestock
grazing, and substandard con-
struction, unregulated tourism,
plant pests, reduced freshwa-
ter inflow due to dam construc-
tion, and agricultural pesticides
are among the main challenges
faced by mangroves.

The world’s mangrove eco-
systems cover about 150 thou-
sand km?2 along mainly tropical,
sub-tropical, and some warm
temperate coasts of the world.
About 15 percent of the world’s
coastlines are covered by man-
groves.

Threats menacing mangroves
are evolving rapidly: degrada-
tion from wood exploitation, de-
forestation for agriculture and
shrimp farming, and indirect
impacts from dam construction
altering freshwater and sedi-
ment fluxes. Today, mangroves
face additional challenges due
to climate change, including
sea-level rise and an increased
frequency and severity of cy-
clonic storms.

According to the first glob-
al assessment, fifty percent of
Mangrove Ecosystems units are
at risk of collapse (in the IUCN
threat categories of Vulnerable
(VU), Endangered (EN), or Crit-
ically Endangered (CR); equally,
they represent 50 percent of
the world’s mangrove area. And
one out of five are at severe risk
of collapse (either Endangered
or Critically Endangered). The
other units are Near Threatened
(NT), Least Concern (LC), or Not
Evaluated (NE).

Mangrove ecosystems are
exceptional in their ability to
provide essential ecosystem
services to people, including
coastal disaster risk reduction,
carbon sequestration and long-
term storage, and ecological
support for fisheries and biodi-
versity.

As of today, global mangroves
store almost 11 billion tons of
carbon, which is almost three
times the amount of carbon
stored by tropical forests of
the same size, protecting 15.4
million people, and USD 65 bil-
lion worth of property per year
from coastal disasters. In 2050,
this could rise to 15.5 million
and USD 118 billion because of
population growth and a rise in
property values.

Support 126 million fishing
days per year, providing a key
source of food for human pop-
ulations living near coasts and
beyond, along with valuable
employment provided by mil-
lions of fisheries-related jobs.

Tehran, Kabul discuss boosting health cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian and Afghan
officials have discussed ways to
promote cooperation between
the two countries in the pharma-
ceutical and medical equipment
fields.

During a meeting held on
Thursday, the head of the Food
and Drug Administration, Mehdi
Pirsalehi, and his Afghan coun-
terpart, Mawlawi Hamdullah Za-
hid, drafted a memorandum of
understanding (MOU), highlight-
ing the need for the enhance-
ment of technical and regulatory
cooperation in the food, drug,
and medical equipment sectors,
ISNA reported.

The officials met on the side-
lines of the Afghan Health Exhi-
bition, held from December 2 to
4, in Kabul.

Attending the meeting, repre-
sentatives of Iranian and Afghan
companies also raised their is-
sues regarding medical product
registration, the timeline for
issuing licenses, and the pro-
cess of importing medicines and
medical equipment.

Forty Iranian knowledge-based

Iran loses 2 billion tons of soil per year as a result of land use changes,

firms are participating in the Af-
ghan Health Exhibition. Pirsalehi
paid a visit to the Iranian pavil-
jons in the exhibition to support
them.

The three-day event provided
a valuable platform for knowl-
edge-based companies to show-
case their latest products and
achievements in the healthcare
sector. They also sought to es-
tablish a permanent presence in
Afghanistan’s market.

Self-sufficiency in medicine,
medical equipment

The issue of medicine and
medical equipment production
and self-sufficiency in these ar-
eas is one of the government’s
priorities, Health Minister Mo-
hammad-Reza Zafarqandi has
said.

Medicine and medical equip-
ment are two important areas
related to people’s health, he
said, adding: “We are trying to
reach self-sufficiency for the
supply of medicine and medical
equipment,” IRNA reported.

On January 13, the head of

[ran’s Union of Medical Equip-
ment Manufacturers and Export-
ers said that medical equipment
worth around $20 million is ex-
ported to more than 60 coun-
tries annually.

More than 70 percent of medi-
cal equipment and 100 percent of
normal hospital beds are domes-
tically made, IRNA quoted Abdol-
reza Yagoubzadeh as saying.

Also, over 95 percent of spe-
cific ICU and CCU beds and more
than 85 percent of operating
room medical equipment, such
as anesthesia machines and oth-
er equipment, are manufactured
with cutting-edge technology in
the country, he added.

ENGLISH IN USE

2 billion tons of soil erodes
annually in Iran: expert
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Yagoubzadeh went on to say
that the country’s need for med-
ical equipment production is
three to four billion dollars per
year, some one billion dollars of
which is imported.

Some 600 medical equipment
companies are active in the
country, producing around 99
percent of the medicine supplied
to the domestic market.

Medical equipment manufac-
turers in the country produce
and supply over 10,000 types of
medical equipment to domestic
and foreign markets. Now, vari-
ous pieces of laboratory equip-
ment are manufactured at prices
much lower than the same for-
eign products.
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rainfed agriculture, and overgrazing, Hossein Akhani, environmental and

botanical expert has announced.

“Sometimes, to support agriculture, land use changes permits are
issued, while being unaware of its dire consequences on the soil he
lamented, YJC reported on Saturday.

“Iran is responsible for the loss of 10 percent of the world's total soil
erosion per year due to unsustainable agriculture, overgrazing, destruc-
tion of natural reservoirs,” he said.
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Straight Truth

Science ministry finalizes Al action plan

TEHRAN - The Ministry of Science, Re-
search, and Technology has announced the
finalization of an artificial intelligence (Al)
action plan, which highlights the pivotal role
of Al'in the country’s scientific advancement.

The plan has been developed in cooper-
ation with the Vice Presidency for Science,
Technology, and Knowledge-Based Economy,
IRNA reported.

The action plan was unveiled during a
meeting held on Wednesday, with the pres-
ence of First Vice-President, Mohammad-Re-
za Aref.

The main pillars of the action plan include
‘transformation in education and training
human resources, ‘empowering research and
innovation capacity building’, ‘promoting and
commercializing Al’, ‘expanding science diplo-
macy and international cooperation’ and ‘im-
proving the scientific status of the country’

Empowering research and innovation ca-
pacity building involves the establishment of
five national laboratories in selected univer-
sities, development of interdisciplinary ma-
jors at post-graduate programs focusing on
Al the inclusion of ‘Al and digital transforma-
tion’ for undergraduate students, essential
for engineering majors, and supplementary
for other majors.

Promoting and commercializing Al focus-
es on selecting and supporting a number of
universities as the country’s Al research and
development center. Supporting the devel-
opment of at least 3 fundamental Al models
(including language vision models) based on
domestic data, and launching a platform to
collect and share research and educational
data in a secure way.

Expanding science diplomacy and inter-
national cooperation highlights expediting
the formation and growth of Al startups and
holding Al competitions.

Expanding science diplomacy and interna-
tional cooperation involves enhancing educa-
tional and research collaborations with top
universities from Shanghai and BRICS mem-
ber states, as well as members of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Cooperation on Al regulations, standard-
ization, and collaboration with Iranian elites
and experts living abroad are among other
goals.

Improving the scientific standing of the
country underlines maintaining and improv-
ing the country’s international ranking in Al,

indexing at least 8 specialized journals in the
first and second quartiles, increasing sup-
port for top researchers and patents, as well
as strengthening scientific associations and
national Al networking,

Iran advances in Al scientific research in-
dex

According to Nature Index, the country’s
ranking in scientific production in Artificial
Intelligence (Al) has improved from 33 to
30, placing the country among the top 50
leaders, Hossein Afshin, an official with the
vice-presidency of science and technology,
said in August.

Iran’s ranking in the region fluctuates be-
tween 14 to 17, which is mainly due to focusing
on quality, he said, adding, “We're optimistic
to improve the country’s scientific position
within the next two years,” IRNA reported.

The official went on to say that the country
is following up on developing Al infrastruc-
ture, including the Al platform and the Al as-
sistant, in the near future.

According to the latest report by Oxford
Insights index, which measures government
readiness for implementing Al in public ser-
vices, Iran ranks 91st among 188 countries,
moving up three positions compared to 94th
in 2023.

Al has a key role to play -not just in gov-
erning the technology, but in helping govern-
ments perform better.

The Government Al Readiness Index has
become a trusted resource for policymakers,
adopted as an official benchmark by national
governments.

In this year’s edition, the Al readiness of
188 countries is examined at a time of grow-
ing complexity, where governments face
evolving citizen needs and challenges like
economic uncertainty, climate risks, and ris-
ing inequalities.

At its core, the index asks, ‘How ready are
governments to implement Al in the delivery
of public services?’ By answering this ques-
tion, it aims to offer a practical tool that sup-
ports evidence-based decision-making and
helps policymakers unlock Al's potential to
serve citizens better worldwide.

The country’s best ranking is in the Data
and Infrastructure pillar, 66.29, which has
improved compared to 55.88 last year. It in-
cludes infrastructure (70), data availability
(43), and data representativeness (121) indi-
cators.

World Soil Day an opportunity to rethink
how we interact with earth

TEHRAN - Held annually on December 5,
World Soil Day 2025 focuses on urban land-
scapes with the theme Healthy Soils for
Healthy Cities.

World Soil Day aims to focus attention on
the importance of healthy soil and to advo-
cate for the sustainable management of soil
resources.

In Iran, the national soil week is being
marked with the theme ‘from soil and health
to soil and culture’, IRIB reported.

A conference is scheduled to be observed
on the occasion of World Soil Day on Mon-
day. It will include holding an international
scientific symposium with the participa-
tion of local and global scientists, as well
as educational workshops on elaborating
soil functions and the consequences of soil
degradation.

The international day to celebrate soil was
recommended by the International Union of
Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 2002. Under the lead-
ership of the Kingdom of Thailand and within
the framework of the Global Soil Partnership,
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has
supported the formal establishment of the
day as a global awareness-raising platform.

The FAO Conference unanimously en-
dorsed World Soil Day in June 2013 and re-
quested its official adoption at the 68th UN
General Assembly. In December 2013, the UN
General Assembly responded by designating
5 December 2014 as the first official World
Soil Day.

The Earth planet’s survival depends on the
precious link with soil. Over 95 percent of
our food comes from soil. Besides, they sup-
ply 15 of the 18 naturally occurring chemical
elements essential to plants.

However, in the face of climate change
and human activity, soils are being degrad-
ed. Erosion disrupts the natural balance, re-
ducing water infiltration and availability for
all forms of life, and decreasing the level of
vitamins and nutrients in food.

Sustainable soil management practices
reduce erosion and pollution, and enhance
water infiltration and storage. They also
preserve soil biodiversity, improve fertili-
ty, and contribute to carbon sequestration,
playing a crucial role in the fight against cli-
mate change.

But when we think about soil, we almost
always associate it with the countryside and
nature. We rarely stop to consider that ur-
ban soil is also fundamental.

Beneath asphalt, buildings, and streets
lies soil that, if permeable and vegetated,
helps absorb rainwater, regulate tempera-
ture, store carbon, and improve air quality.
But when it's sealed with cement, it loses
these functions, making cities more vulner-
able to flooding, overheating, and pollution.

Therefore, the day invites everyone—from
policymakers to citizens—to rethink urban
spaces from the ground up, to build greener,
more resilient, and healthier cities.
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Poverty often disables an intelligent man from arguing his case; a
poor man is a stranger in his own town.

Imam Ali (AS)
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What’s in Tehran art galleries
Painting

* Sharif Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings by Hanieh
Azmoodeh.

The exhibit entitled “Moment” will be run-
ning until December 19 at the gallery that can be
found at 11 Mahruzadeh Alley, Shariati Ave. near
Quds Square.

* A collection of paintings by Laleh Arshadi is on view in an exhibition at
Sepand Gallery.

The exhibit will run until December 19 at the gallery located at No. 22,
Sepand Alley, Ostad Jafar Shahri St., Karim Khan Ave.

* Ameneh Zamani is showcasing her latest paintings in an exhibition at
Bostan Gallery.

The exhibit named “Hababeh” will run until December 16 at No. 71, 22th
Alley, Larestan St. off Motahhari Ave.

* White Line Gallery is displaying paint-
ings by Mohammad Ehsai, Abusaeid Asadi
and Sima Amani in an exhibition named “Dot”.

The exhibit will be running until December 15 at the gallery located
at 22 Parvin Alley, off Jame Jam St. off Vali-e Asr Ave.
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* Tehran’s CAMA - Contemporary and Modern Art Gallery is playing
host to an exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Ali Shabankareh.

The exhibit titled “For Peace” will be running until December 10 at the
gallery located at No. 44, 10th Golestan, Pasdaran St.

* An exhibition of paintings by Hadi Haz-
avehei is underway at Aria Gallery.

The exhibit will be running until December 19 at the gallery located
at No. 10 Zarrin Alley, near Beheshti St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

* Shima Kousha is currently showcasing her paintings in an exhibition
at Seyhun Gallery.

The exhibit titled “Desert, A Place to Grow” runs until December 17 at

the gallery located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Alireza Pourhanifeh is currently under-
way at Homa Gallery.

The exhibit named “Losman” runs until December 26 at the gallery

located at No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave. e
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* Paintings by a large group of artists are on display in an exhibi-
tion at Soo Gallery.

The exhibition named “Confrontation” will continue until Decem-
ber 19 at the gallery located at 30 Pur-
musa St. off Somayyeh St.

* Rischee 29 Gallery is currently playing host to an exhibition of
paintings by Esmaeil Qanbari.

The exhibition will be running until December 19 at the gallery locat-
ed at 31 Agabozorgi St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.

Iranian play “l Will Become a Tree Today” wins
four awards at AlDin International Festival

TEHRAN - The Iranian play “I
Will Become a Tree Today” written
and directed by Faramarz Ghola-
mian and produced by Mohammad
Din Dashti won four awards at the
5th AlDin International Festival.

At the festival, held in Muscat,
Oman, from November 24 to 30,
“I Will Become a Tree Today,” which
was the only representative of
Iran, received the awards for the
Best Theatrical Direction and Best
Music, both for Faramarz Ghola-
mian, Best Puppet and Stage Ac-
cessory for Ali Faridani, and Best
Actress for Saghar Tizro, ISNA
reported.

Iran’s participation in and be-
ing recognized by the event has
marked a meaningful step in cul-
tural diplomacy, shining a light on
the depth, elegance, and creative
power of Iranian theater.

The Al Din International Festi-
val, held biennially in Muscat, is a
major theatrical event. It features
adult, children, and street theater
performances from local and in-
ternational groups.

This year’s festival, under the
theme “Welcome World... to the
Sultanate of Oman,” included 18
theater performances selected
from more than 250 internation-
al submissions, representing 12

countries across Asia, Europe,
and Africa. The festival hosted 21
jury members, 250 international
guests, and over 100 media out-
lets.

Organized by AlDin Theater
Troupe for Culture and Arts, the
festival is held in strategic part-
nership with the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, and in

cooperation with the Ministry of
Information, the Ministry of Social
Development, and the Oman Au-
tomobile Association.

The festival includes compe-
titions, workshops, and dialogue
sessions, attracting participants
from around the world. It enhanc-
es cultural tourism in Oman and
has incorporated digital innova-

- L e
tions like NFTs to celebrate Omani
heritage.

Since its inception in 2015, the
AlDin International Festival has
grown into a major cultural event
in Oman’s calendar, with last
year’s edition drawing over 14mn
digital views and establishing
Muscat as a hub for cross-cultural
artistic exchange.

Iranian cinematographer Touraj Aslani will serve in jury
of 3rd Amed International Film Festival

TEHRAN - Iranian cinematog-
rapher Touraj Aslani will serve as
a jury member at the 3rd Amed
Film Festival, which will take
place from December 7 to 14 in
Diyarbakir, Turkey, after an eight-
year hiatus.

Aslani will be one of the five ju-
rors in the Kurdish Feature Films
section of the festival, which
will bring together Kurdish and
international cinema, with 84
films, workshops, a project fund,
and an exhibition on film director
and screenwriter Yilmaz Giiney’s
“Yol.”

A celebrated and award-win-
ning cinematographer, Aslani
will also hold a masterclass titled
“Between Seeing and Recogniz-

ing” during the festival.

Born in Kermanshah Province,
Touraj Aslani, 51, studied film
directing at Soore University in
Tehran. He started his profes-
sional career at the age of 25 and
became the youngest profes-
sional photographer in the Irani-
an film Industry.

As an experienced cinematog-
rapher, He has filmed over 100
movies in various countries and
has received prestigious awards
from around the world. He is also
active as a director, investor, ex-
ecutive manager, and producer
of documentary and fiction films.

He has served as a judge at
reputable film and photography

festivals and has organized nu-
merous workshops in the field
of photography and cinematog-
raphy. He is the founder of Maad
Movie Company and Maad Film
School, which is the first school
in Iran to offer comprehensive
specialized courses in cinema-
tography.

Transitioning into directing,
his feature films “Jingo” (2014),
“Gold Carrier” (2018), and “Land-
less” (2020) have screened at in-
ternational festivals.

The Amed Film Festival was
launched in 2012 on the initiative
of the Amed Municipality and the
Middle East Film Academy. From
the outset, the aim was to pro-
vide a platform primarily for in-
dependent filmmakers, especial-
ly those from the Kurdish region,
who operate beyond industrial
and political constraints, who
work with a feminist, ecological,
and democratic approach, and
who see cinema as a place of re-
sistance and self-empowerment.

With this focus, the festival
quickly became a magnet for
filmmakers from  Kurdistan,
the West Asia, and beyond. The
first two editions also brought
together artists who question
boundaries not only aesthetically
but also socially.

The national section, entitled
“The Journey of Kurdish Cinema”
will feature 16 feature films, sev-
en documentaries, and 13 short
films, many of which have won
awards or have already been
screened at other festivals.

The international selection
includes ten feature films, elev-
en documentaries, and 14 short
films from Turkey and abroad.
The screenings will be accom-
panied by discussions with film
crews and masterclasses, in-
cluding with director Kazim 0z
(“Directing in Film”).

Once again, the central ele-
ment of the festival is the Sinebir
Project Fund, which will award
prizes to 15 film projects (five
feature film, five documentary,
and five short film scripts). The
aim is to increase the visibility of
Kurdish material and to support
young filmmakers. The winning
projects will be announced at the
end of the festival.

Three thematic workshops
enrich the program: Arin Inan Ar-
slan provides information about
Kurdish cinema as the “cam-
era-less center of a fragmented
geography,” Hilya Ugur Tanrigver
talks about women and narrative
forms in film, and Ayse Cetinbas
discusses the production of in-
dependent documentaries.

Persian version of “A Country Doctor” republished

TEHRAN- The fifth edition of a
Persian translation of the Czech
writer Franz Kafka's 1919 short
story collection “A Country Doc-
tor” has recently been released
by the Kharazmi Publications in
Tehran.

Translated by Faramarz Be-
hzad, the first edition of the Per-
sian translation was published in
1978.

“A Country Doctor” was first
published in a collection of short
stories with the same title. The
narrative revolves around a
country doctor’s ill-fated visit to
a sick patient on a frigid winter’s
night. As the doctor navigates
the treacherous terrain, he en-
counters a series of absurd and
surreal events that ultimately
lead to his downfall.

The story’s plot follows the
country doctor’s hapless at-
tempt to reach a young boy in
need of medical attention, lo-
cated ten miles away in a distant
village. The doctor’s journey is
marked by a series of bizarre oc-

currences.

As the doctor faces various
obstacles, including treacherous
roads, inclement weather, and
mysterious strangers, he be-
comes increasingly entangled in
a web of surreal predicaments.
The narrative builds towards a
sense of inevitability, as the doc-
tor’s fate becomes increasingly
sealed. Through this tale, Kafka
explores themes of isolation,
alienation, and the absurdity of
human existence, all of which are
hallmarks of his unique literary
style. “A Country Doctor” remains
one of Kafka’s most enigmatic
and thought-provoking works,
continuing to fascinate readers
with its haunting and unsettling
portrayal of the human condition.

Franz Kafka (1883 -1924) was a
prominent Czech-born writer who
authored in the German language.
Born into a middle-class Jewish
family in Prague, then part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, Kafka
is regarded as a major figure in
20th-century literature.
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His works blend elements of
realism and the fantastical, often
depicting isolated protagonists
confronting bizarre, surreal sit-
uations and oppressive bureau-
cratic systems. The term “Kaf-
kaesque” has entered common
usage to describe such disori-
enting and oppressive scenarios.

His most famous works include
thenovella “The Metamorphosis”

(1915) and the novels “The Trial”
(1924) and “The Castle” (1926).
Kafka’s influence extends across
various disciplines, impacting
artists, philosophers, filmmak-
ers, and cultural theorists.

Despite his literary success,
Kafka trained as a lawyer and
worked in legal and insurance
jobs, which created internal con-
flict given his true passion for
writing.

During his lifetime, only a few
works were published, includ-
ing “Contemplation” (1912) and
“A Country Doctor” (1919). He
maintained a strained relation-
ship with his father, to whom he
wrote numerous letters.

Kafka died at age 40 from tu-
berculosis, relatively unknown at
the time. Besides his novels and
stories, he is also celebrated for
his aphorisms and fables, often
combining dark themes with mo-
ments of humor, and his writings
are sometimes seen as prophetic
of future totalitarian regimes.



