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Smart e-health 
using AI aims 
to transform 
healthcare system

TEHRAN – The health ministry has developed 
eight projects with a focus on smart e-health us-
ing artificial intelligence to realize the healthcare 
system transformation goal.

These projects include improving health lit-
eracy and self-care, designing a smart referral 
system, launching national health observatory, 
changing health data into operational knowledge, 
managing healthcare supply chain of subsidized 
medicines using AI, establishing a diagnosis-re-
lated groups (DRG) payment system, designing a 
productive smart hospital, and integrating online 
insurance processes, IRNA quoted Ali Jafarian, 
a health ministry official, as saying.  Page 7

PMO signs $400m 
deals with private 
sector, minister says

TEHRAN – Iran’s Ports and Maritime Orga-
nization (PMO) has signed new contracts and 
memoranda of understanding with the pri-
vate sector worth more than 200 trillion rials 
($400 million), the minister of Transport and 
Urban Development said.

Farzaneh Sadegh said the agreements 
align with President Masoud Pezeshkian’s 
emphasis on developing the maritime econ-
omy and expanding port capacity to support 
trade growth.

She said a range of contracts and coopera-
tion agreements have already been conclud-
ed between the private sector and the Ports 
and Maritime Organization, aimed at boost-
ing port throughput, improving infrastruc-
ture and upgrading existing facilities.

“In the past couple of days alone, following 
the necessary coordination, the organization 
has signed contracts, agreements and mem-
oranda with the private sector valued at over 
20 trillion tomans,” Sadegh said, according to 
a statement from the ministry.  Page 4

‘Regulation for us, 
freedom for thee’

By Fatemeh Kavand
Even as a new wave of restrictive regu-

lations on children’s digital access sweeps 
across Europe and the United States, these 
very governments—employing a completely 
different media policy—have simultaneous-
ly opened a vast arena of unrestricted social 
media and satellite broadcasting towards 
Iran. This meaningful contradiction raises 
serious questions about soft warfare and 
cultural engineering.

In the spring and summer of 2025, numer-
ous reports from Western capitals conveyed 
a shared message: “The digital space has be-
come dangerous for children.” Switzerland of-
ficially began reviewing the possibility of ban-
ning or restricting social media use for minors. 
In the United Kingdom, according to the BBC 
and The Guardian, the government proposed 
banning social media use for teenagers under 
16, “in the Australian style.”  Page 2

Ayatollah Khamenei 
credits Iranian 
youth with resisting 
US pressure in 
region

TEHRAN – Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei has credited 
Iran’s young people with defeating a major 
U.S.-led assault in the region, saying their ini-
tiative, bravery, and willingness to sacrifice 
played a decisive role.

In a message delivered Saturday to the 59th 
annual meeting of the Union of Islamic Student 
Associations in Europe, Khamenei said the 
United States and its regional ally—Israel—
failed in their efforts due to the courage and 
determination of Iranian youth.  Page 3

From the Silk Road 
to UN Tourism 
recognition, 
Shafiabad endures 
as a desert legacy

Parts of a historical fortress 
rises from the desert landscape of 
Shafiabad village in Iran’s Kerman 
province.The village lies near the 
world-renowned Shahdad Kalouts, 
and once stood along routes 
connected to the ancient Silk Road, 
linking trade, culture and settlement 
across the region. Recognized on 
October 2025 as one of the world’s 
Best Tourism Villages by UN Tourism, 
Shafiabad represents a rare harmony 
between architecture, history and 
nature, reflecting how generations of 
residents shaped a sustainable way 
of life in the heart of Iran’s desert 
landscapes.

Tehran exemplifies peaceful 
coexistence among religions, 
governor-general says

TEHRAN – On the eve of the Christian New 
Year, Tehran Governor-General Mohammad 
Sadegh Motamedian visited a church in 
the capital, praising Iran -- and Tehran 
in particular -- as a model of peaceful 
coexistence among different religions.

Motamedian attended the St. Joseph 
Assyrian Catholic Church on Friday evening 
during a visit accompanied by Minister of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
Reza Salehi-Amiri, Chaldean Catholic 
Archbishop Imad Khoshabeh, and an MP 
representing Assyrian community in the 
Iranian Parliament Sharli Envieh Takie. 

Congratulating his fellow Christians on the 
New Year, Motamedian stated that  attending 
the occasions and ceremonies of different 
religions and meeting closely with dear fellow 
citizens from religious minorities is a valuable 
opportunity to hear their issues and follow up 
their problems, IRNA reported.  Page 6

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O MS t r a i g h t  T r u t h

 If we stand united, the enemy can’t do a 
thing to us for another 36,000 years

 We have a 20-point plan to ensure people’s 
livelihoods, already submitted it to Leader

 Should the enemy repeat aggression, they’ll 
be met with an even firmer response

 We are working with determination to solve 
the nation’s and the people’s problems

President rolls out plans for economic management, makes no mention of potential US talks

‘We’re Now Stronger 
Than the 12-Day War’

 Page 3

Gaza genocide and 
collapse of human 
conscience

By Sasa Milivojev

History will record this moment not as a 
triumph of civilization, but as its absolute 
moral collapse. In Gaza, more than 65,000 
innocent human beings—the overwhelming 
majority women, mothers, pregnant women, 
and children—have been systematically 
annihilated. Their crime? Being born 
Palestinian. Their punishment? Death under 
rubble, starvation, and fire. And the world, 
with all its institutions, governments, and 
self-proclaimed guardians of humanity, stood 
by in silence.

The greatest shame of the 21st century

This genocide is not only Israel’s crime—it 
is humanity’s disgrace. In the 21st century, in 
2025, with satellites monitoring every inch of 
earth, 

Gradual erosion of 
Christian presence in 
post-war Syria

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT—In the aftermath of Syria’s 
prolonged conflict, the question facing the 
country’s Christian communities is no longer 
one of political alignment, but of survival 
itself. 

Once embedded in the social, cultural, 
and urban fabric of Syrian life, Christians 
now confront a reality defined by insecurity, 
demographic decline, and the collapse of 
long-standing social guarantees.

Their predicament reflects broader 
transformations in post-war Syria, where 
power has shifted from centralized 
authoritarian control to fragmented systems 
of rule marked by ideological uncertainty and 
coercive governance.

Strategic significance 
of Bin Zayed’s visit to 
Pakistan

By Somaye Morovati

TEHRAN - The official visit of Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed to the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan on December 26, 2025, may at 
first glance be interpreted as a ceremonial 
bilateral engagement between two countries 
bound by longstanding and “brotherly” 
relations. A closer examination of the 
timing, diplomatic symbolism, substance of 
discussions, and the broader regional and 
extra-regional context, however, reveals 
that this visit should be understood as 
a multilayered strategic act—one that 
simultaneously encompasses economic, 
security, geopolitical, and symbolic 
dimensions, and is embedded in the broader 
recalibration of the UAE’s role within a region 
undergoing structural transformation.

Israel’s recognition of 
Somaliland: Power play 
or Gaza expulsion plot?

By Shahrokh Saei 

TEHRAN – Israel’s recognition of Somalia’s 
breakaway region of Somaliland has triggered 
fierce backlash across Africa, the Arab world, 
and beyond. At the same time, the move 
has brought Israel’s underlying motives 
into sharper focus, raising questions about 
regional security, international law, and the 
fate of Palestinians in Gaza.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
announced on Friday that Israel and 
Somaliland had signed a joint declaration 
establishing full diplomatic relations. Within 
hours, Somalia’s government condemned 
the move as illegal and an attack on its 
sovereignty, stressing that Somaliland 
remains an inseparable part of Somalia.



Khorasan analyzed the objectives of the Israeli 
Prime Minister’s looming trip to the United States 
for talks with Donald Trump. The report notes 
that this visit follows a telephone conversation 
between the two sides about three weeks ago. 
The purpose of that call, initiated by Trump, was 
to encourage Netanyahu to move into the second 
phase of the Gaza agreement. However, it appears 
that Bibi (the nickname for Netnayahu) also raised 
issues related to Iran and other matters. The 
agenda of the talks includes Iran, Gaza, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Iraq; files that are interconnected in 
various ways. Yet the analysis suggests that the 
most important dossiers are Iran and Gaza. It is no 
secret that Netanyahu seeks to persuade Trump 
to launch another attack on Iran. Trump may give 
Israel the green light, or he himself may partici-
pate directly or indirectly. Regarding the linkage 
between the Iran and Gaza files, the paper argues 
that it is not unlikely that Netanyahu will show 
some degree of cooperation on Gaza to secure 
Trump’s support on Iran and even Hezbollah. This 
has happened before: following the Gaza cease-
fire agreement, the U.S. president stated several 
times that without an attack on Iran, the Gaza deal 
would not have been achieved. The question now 
is how far Netanyahu can go in his upcoming trip 
to win Trump’s approval for another round of con-
frontation with Iran.

Arman-e-Melli: Economic diplomacy is a 
strategy against sanctions

Arman-e-Melli, in a commentary, examined the 
closure of negotiation channels and redefinition 
of Iran’s foreign policy tools. The article states 
that with traditional political avenues for reducing 
external pressure effectively blocked, and with lit-
tle prospect of returning to the negotiating table, 
the Islamic Republic has been compelled to rede-
fine its foreign policy. The closure of talks with the 
United States and other Western countries does 
not mean a complete halt to diplomatic moves; 
rather, it signals a transformation of classical po-
litical diplomacy and a pivot toward regional poli-
cies. In this context, the government seeks to use 
economic, commercial, and regional capacities to 
reduce the intensity and impact of sanctions and 
to manage their costs for the national economy. 
According to recent remarks by Foreign Minister 
Seyed Abbas Araghchi, the Western aim is not the 
direct lifting of sanctions but a reduction of their 
practical effects on people’s lives and the coun-
try’s economy. The sitting government’s speedy 
move toward economic diplomacy reflects a kind 
of realism in foreign policy: it acknowledges that 

favorable international conditions are not attain-
able in the short term, but with initiative, the costs 
can be controlled.

Hamshahri: Trump neither seeks full‑scale 
war nor complete passivity

Hamshahri evaluated U.S. foreign policy behav-
ior. It argues that in recent years, Washington’s 
approach toward countries such as Venezuela, 
Cuba, Iran, and the Middle East has converged on a 
clear pattern: neither full‑scale war nor complete 
passivity, but rather sustained, selective, and tar-
geted pressure. In the Middle East, Trump’s logic 
of selective deterrence has been repeatedly ob-
served. Iran, as America’s strategic rival, is neither 
subjected to direct military assaults nor entirely 
excluded from the international arena. Instead, it 
faces sanctions, banking and insurance restric-
tions, and limited military actions; measures de-
signed to control and reduce its threat capacity 
rather than eliminate it outright or trigger total 
war. On Iraq and Iranian influence there, Trump 
has pursued a dual strategy: bolstering domestic 
political currents opposed to Tehran’s direct sway, 
while simultaneously pressuring Iran‑linked fi-
nancial and security networks. This combined be-
havior amounts to a two‑track strategy, described 
in terms such as “economic and judicial deter-
rence” or “targeted pressure without war.”

Ham Mihan: We must negotiate secretly with 
US

Ham Mihan, in an interview with geopolitics pro-
fessor Abdolreza Faraji‑Rad, commented on a recent 
UN Security Council session on Iran with a focus on 
Resolution 2231. Despite opposition from China and 
Russia, Western powers sought to hold these meet-
ings every six months unless two conditions were 
met: first, that Iran and the U.S. engage in negoti-
ations during that period with relative satisfaction 
or ongoing talks, making such sessions unneces-
sary; second, that the IAEA gain access to the four 
bombed Iranian nuclear sites, removing the need for 
further deliberation. Faraji‑Rad argued that the time 
has come to initiate a form of negotiation shielded 
from regional spoilers. If talks are public, Israel, its 
lobbyists, and Iran’s regional geopolitical rivals will 
mobilize against them. No one in the region wants 
war, but equally, no one wants Iran and the U.S. to 
reach an agreement, since they fear a stronger Iran. 
Both sides have conditions, and for that reason, open 
negotiations no longer succeed, because the matter 
has become a question of prestige for both coun-
tries.
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Georgian Parliament Speaker Shalva Papuashvili (1st-right) meets Iranian Ambassador to Georgia 
Mahmoud Adib at the end of his mission in Tbilisi on Friday

Social media content 
targeting Iranian youth 

and inciting crime or 
self-destructive behavior 
is often allowed to stay 

online

TEHRAN PAPERS

Netanyahu’s agenda

Iran condemns terror attack on 
mosque in Syria’s Homs

In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

TEHRAN – Iranian Ambassador 
to Georgia Mahmoud Adib stated 
that Tehran’s policy in the Cauca-
sus aims to maintain peace and 
respect the territorial integrity of 
countries in the region. He made 
these comments during a meet-
ing with Georgia’s Parliament 
Speaker Shalva Papuashvili as 
his mission to Georgia concluded.

Adib emphasized the import-
ant role of parliaments in pro-
moting mutual interests and 
described the cancellation of visa 
requirements as a sign of mutual 
political will. The Iranian diplo-
mat further highlighted the need 
to expand parliamentary diplo-
macy and exchanges between 
friendship groups.

The Georgian parliamentarian, 
in turn, commended the Irani-
an ambassador for his efforts 
to strengthen bilateral ties. “We 
are aware of your invaluable ef-
forts to cement relations. We 
are pleased that you, as the Ira-
nian ambassador, managed ties 
well during recent tensions in the 
South Caucasus,” said Papuash-
vili. He added that Georgia’s pol-
icy also aims to maintain peace 
and stability in the region.

Adib will be succeeded by Ali 
Moujani, who has already de-
parted Tehran for Tbilisi. Prior 
to his departure, Moujani met 
with Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian, who tasked him with 
further enhancing ties between 
the two countries. The president 
stressed that this need is partic-

ularly pressing given the “evolv-
ing regional and international 
dynamics in the Caucasus.”

Pezeshkian also underscored 
the Caucasus’ strategic role as 
a vital bridge between Asia and 
Europe. He described the re-
gion as a “historic, cultural, and 
economic crossroads” capa-
ble of connecting regional and 
trans-regional economies, em-
phasizing that deeper engage-
ment with Caucasus countries, 
particularly Georgia, should be a 
diplomatic priority.

Moujani told the president that 

he pledges to leverage all poten-
tial to deepen friendly relations 
and enhance Iran’s standing in 
the Caucasus.

Iran and Georgia share an-
cient ties dating back over 2,500 
years. While historical rivalry and 
19th-century treaties placed 
Georgia under Russian influence, 
modern diplomatic relations 
began in 1992 after the USSR’s 
collapse. Analysts believe that 
recent high-level visits, espe-
cially by Georgia’s Prime Minister 
to Iran in 2024, signal a mutual 
desire to open a warmer, more 
cooperative chapter. Both sides 

emphasize boosting economic 
ties, with 47 existing agreements 
as a foundation, and see poten-
tial in areas like transit, technol-
ogy, and regional projects.

Some challenges remain, how-
ever. They stem mainly from 
sweeping Western sanctions on 
Iran, which impede trade and in-
vestment, as well as from histor-
ical periods of political distance 
influenced by Georgia’s Western 
alignment. Georgia is also look-
ing to establish stronger ties 
with China which could indicate 
a broader foreign policy pivot to-
ward the East.

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesper-
son Esmail Baqaei has categorically condemned 
a terrorist attack on the Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib 
Mosque in the Syrian province of Homs, which left 
a group of worshippers dead or wounded.

He extended condolences to the victims’ fami-
lies, wishing a rapid recovery for those injured in 
the attack.

He said Iran “strongly condemns terrorism and 
violent extremism in all forms”, highlighting the 
responsibility of all parties which have turned 
Syria into a breeding ground for terrorism and ex-
tremism through their illegal intervention, namely 
violation of Syria’s territorial integrity and sover-
eignty and the occupation of parts of the country.

The spokesperson also called for the master-
minds and perpetrators of the heinous terror 
attack to be identified and brought to justice, 
saying “the Syrian transitional government bears 

responsibility in that regard.”

Condemnations poured in following the terror-
ist attack on the mosque that killed at least eight 
people and wounded 18 others. Explosives deto-
nated inside the Ali Bin Abi Talib Mosque as wor-
shipers were performing Friday prayers. A militant 
group calling itself Saraya Ansar al-Sunna claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

UN Secretary-General António Guterres “un-
equivocally” condemned the bombing, according 
to a statement issued by his spokesperson. “The 
secretary general reiterates that attacks against 
civilians and places of worship are unacceptable. 
He stresses that those responsible must be iden-
tified and brought to justice,” the statement said.

France also slammed the “abhorrent terrorist act,” 
calling it a deliberate attempt to destabilize Syria 
and undermine its transitional authorities. Several 
other countries also condemned the attack.

From page 1     France spoke 
of plans to prohibit social media 
access for those under 15, while 
in the United States, states like 
Florida and Utah passed stricter 
age-access laws.

Within the European Union, the 
concept of a “digital age thresh-
old” has become a key political 
term. In official documents re-
lated to the Digital Services Act 
and the Digital Markets Act, the 
European Commission has re-
peatedly emphasized the need to 
protect children from addictive 
algorithms. According to Po-
litico Europe, several European 
countries are pursuing age-ver-
ification mechanisms that would 
effectively limit children’s unre-
stricted access to platforms like 
Instagram, TikTok, and Snapchat.

In the United States, the issue 
is even more explicit. Reports by 
Reuters and The New York Times 
show American lawmakers ac-
cusing social media platforms 
of exacerbating a “teen mental 
health crisis.” Senators from both 
parties have supported propos-
als such as the Kids Off Social 
Media Act, which aims to ban or 
severely restrict children’s pres-
ence on these social platforms.

The shared message across 
all these documents is clear: an 
unregulated digital space poses 
a danger to children and adoles-
cents. However, this picture has 
another side—one rarely visible 
in mainstream media.

These same countries adopt 
a completely opposite approach 
in their external media policies. 
Persian-language satellite net-
works, funded by large govern-
mental or quasi-governmental 
budgets, operate from Europe 
and the United States. Reports 
from Ofcom in the UK and public-
ly available financial documents 
concerning some Persian-lan-
guage outlets reveal that these 
media produce and broadcast 
content—without any age re-
strictions—that directly or in-
directly promotes a particular 
lifestyle.

While television networks 
within Europe are required to 
adhere to strict age-rating sys-
tems, these very types of content 

are delivered via satellite, free 
and unfiltered, to Iranian fami-
lies. This contradiction is not ac-
cidental.

Each of these networks main-
tains accounts on social media, 
where it appears no limits ex-
ist whatsoever. A controversial 
post that would be immediately 
deleted if written in English and 
addressed to youth in the West 
would, in most cases, remain on-
line permanently if intended for 
children and teenagers in places 
like Iran. For instance, one social 
media account, belonging to a 
regular guest on Persian-speak-
ing satellite networks, teaches 
teenagers how to use knives and 
homemade explosives when par-
ticipating in protests. Meanwhile, 
over the past two years, Europe-
an governments have sometimes 
arrested individuals that merely 
criticized the Israeli regime on 
social media and asked that chil-
dren in Gaza don’t get brutally 
killed. 

Soft war through entertain-
ment

The concept of “soft war” has 
long been present in political and 
media discourse, and Western 
documents implicitly confirm its 
existence. Reports by the RAND 
Corporation and analyses pub-
lished in Foreign Affairs repeat-
edly highlight the role of media 
and social networks in “shaping 
attitudes within target societies.”

Within this framework, the 
family, women, and lifestyle be-
come central points of focus. The 
content promoted by many Per-
sian-language satellite channels 
and social media platforms is 
precisely what Western societies 
themselves have deemed “harm-
ful” for their own children and 

adolescents—ranging from the 
normalization of unstable family 
relationships to the weakening of 
motherhood and the redefinition 
of female identity outside indige-
nous cultural contexts.

Interestingly, Western govern-
ments justify their domestic re-
strictions using the language of 
“children’s rights.” UNICEF, in its 
official statements, warns that 
children must be protected from 
the harms of the online environ-
ment. Yet, this concern suddenly 
fades when it comes to other 
countries.

If an unregulated digital space 
is dangerous for a Swiss or 
French child, why is it considered 
harmless for an Iranian child? 
If TikTok’s algorithms threaten 
the mental health of American 
teenagers, why are those same 
algorithms allowed to operate in 
Iran without restriction? That’s 
because social media is also a 
weapon for West’s political goals. 

Reports by NATO’s Strategic 
Communications Centre of Excel-
lence explicitly refer to “informa-
tion and media” as instruments 
of power. In this view, media is 
not merely a means of informing; 
it is a tool for shaping values.

Persian-language satellite 
networks and social media plat-
forms are part of this equation. 
Content presented in the name of 
entertainment, freedom, or mod-
ern lifestyle ultimately leads to 
a gradual redefinition of culture 
and identity—a slow, erosive, and 
silent process.

For instance, numerous West-
ern internal reports identify the 

family as a red line; the OECD, in 
its social reports, emphasizes 
the family’s crucial role in soci-
etal stability. Yet, in the content 
exported to Iran, the family is 
often portrayed as an outdated, 
restrictive, or obstructive insti-
tution.

In these narratives, Iranian 
women are not depicted as the 
core of the family, but rather as 
individuals encouraged to break 
away from traditions. This is 
precisely where soft war moves 
beyond mere politics and pene-
trates the depths of everyday life.

Another notable fact when it 
comes to social media is the si-
lence of international institutions 
in the face of this duality. The very 
organizations that issue state-
ments about Iran’s filtering or 
regulation remain silent regard-
ing the unrestricted export of un-
regulated content to Iran. This si-
lence, in itself, sends a message.

Ultimately, when Europe and 
the United States build walls to 
protect their own children while 
opening gates for others, this 
situation cannot be dismissed 
as mere inconsistency. It rep-
resents a deliberate policy—one 
that turns media into a tool of in-
fluence and treats culture as the 
primary field of competition.

Iran, with its distinct family 
structure and cultural identity, 
stands at the center of this field. 
Understanding this reality is the 
first step toward a conscious re-
sponse—one rooted not in pas-
sivity, but in a clear-eyed com-
prehension of the global media 
game.

As envoy changes, Iran and Georgia 
seek to strengthen ancient bonds

‘Regulation for us, freedom for thee’
How the West weaponizes social media



By Mona Hojat Ansari 
TEHRAN – Iranian President Ma-

soud Pezeshkian did not appear 
particularly fixated on the prospects 
of a new deal with the U.S. when he 
sat down with Khamenei.ir, a website 
overseen by the Leader’s office, and 
discussed two issues most press-
ing for the Iranian people: whether 
Tehran can fend off a second poten-
tial war with Israel, and what can be 
done to control runaway inflation, 
which has worsened in the back-
wash of the war Israel and the U.S. 
launched against Iran in June.

The president maintained his 
characteristic candor during the 
interview and answered questions 
directly. He appeared hopeful re-
garding both Iran’s military capabil-
ities and the government’s plans to 
control rising prices in the upcoming 
Iranian year, which begins in March.

For months, Western media has 
relentlessly reported on an immi-
nent Israeli war, a phenomenon that 
has both fueled inflation by impact-
ing the currency market and instilled 
public anxiety. When questioned 
about this, Pezeshkian stated that 
the government is not concerned 
about a new war, attributing this 
confidence to its enhanced military 
capabilities since forcing Israel and 
the U.S. to halt their aggression and 
seek a ceasefire last summer.

“Look! Our dear military forces are 
carrying out their duties powerfully, 
and currently—despite all the prob-
lems we have—they are stronger 
in terms of equipment and man-
power than when they [the enemy] 
attacked,” he explained. “Therefore, 
if they intend to confront [us], they 
will naturally face a firmer response. 
But I reiterate this point: if we, the 
people, stand together and remain 
united, they will simply lose all hope 
of even attempting to attack our 
country.”

Israel appeared to have anticipat-
ed the Iranian people would take to 
the streets, cause unrest, and topple 
the government when it decided to 
attack Iran. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the 
populace twice via video messages, 
telling them in the first video, re-
leased at the onset of the war, that 
they should “rise up” and secure 
their “freedom”. 

No protests or riots materialized 
anywhere in the country. Western 
think tanks subsequently concluded 
that the war actually fostered great-
er unity between the government 
and people, and helped younger 
generations gain a deeper under-
standing of the Islamic Revolution’s 
ideologies and Iran’s support for 
Resistance groups. After Iranians 
ignored Netanyahu’s calls, the re-
gime then attacked a prison in Teh-
ran, where it claimed anti-govern-
ment elements were incarcerated. 
This move also proved ineffective, 

ultimately becoming the deadliest 
attack of the war with over 70 casu-
alties.

“Based on all their analyses, they 
believed that if the Zionist regime 
attacked Iran, the system would col-
lapse. Why didn’t it fall apart? Simply 
put, all their calculations were that 
if they attacked, people would pour 
into the streets, problems would 
arise, people’s livelihoods would 
be disrupted, and various services 
would break down.”

Tehran served as the flashpoint 
during the 12-day aggression. Al-
though some residents left the cap-
ital during the conflict, particularly 
after U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
call for everyone to “evacuate” the 
city, those who remained encoun-
tered no difficulties in acquiring 
daily necessities. Many government 
organizations remained fully active 
to serve the public. Supermarkets, 
gas stations, bakeries, and all other 
private businesses also continued 
their operations.

When reporters took to the city to 
interview workers, asking why they 
were still attending their jobs de-
spite the consistent sound of air-de-
fense systems and the risks posed to 
their lives, many explained they were 
simply adhering to their “duties.” One 
video, widely circulated, featured a 
bread baker—whose craft is essen-
tial to Iranian cuisine—continuing to 
bake for customers in line a mere 20 
minutes after learning of his broth-
er’s death in an Israeli strike. He told 
the man filming him that “people 
still need bread,” even in the midst of 
his grief. Panic-buying did not hap-
pen either. A social experiment pub-
lished on social media captured res-
idents admonishing a man to “buy 
only what he needs” after they saw 
him with months’ worth of groceries 

at the checkout.

For many ordinary civilians, the 
most tangible effect of the war has 
been the inflation that has contin-
ued to increase over the past six 
months. Iran’s inflation is partly de-
pendent on the state of the currency 
market, where the value of the Ira-
nian Rial falls every time there are 
reports of war, or even impractical 
measures are introduced by the U.S. 
and Europe. For instance, the E3 (UK, 
Germany, France) triggered a mech-
anism designed to reinstate pre-
JCPOA UN sanctions against Iran in 
August. Although these sanctions 
were not implemented due to strong 
opposition from China, Russia, and 
numerous other countries that 
deemed the move “illegal,” Europe’s 
actions at the UN nonetheless had a 
significant impact on Iran’s currency 
market, an effect that persists to 
this day and worsened significantly 
in the past month.

During his interview, Pezeshki-
an stated that the government has 
devised new plans aimed at con-
taining prices in the upcoming 1405 
Solar year. He noted that these plans 
have already been presented to the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and 
require the cooperation of other 
government branches for successful 
implementation.

“Every week, we get a regular op-
portunity to meet with the esteemed 
Leader and consult with him on cur-
rent reports and policy directions,” 
he stated. “The Leader’s top priority, 
his foremost concern, is the people’s 
livelihood. The work we’re doing and 
the plans we’re drawing up require 
all of us to come together and move 
forward in unison. If that happens—
if our media, parliament, and other 
institutions coordinate—we can at 

least ensure that next year people 
won’t face livelihood issues and that 
the prices of food commodities won’t 
keep rising. We can make that hap-
pen.”

The president also revealed that 
his administration has laid out 
a 20-point plan which Ayatollah 
Khamenei viewed favorably. “Since 
he was concerned about the curren-
cy situation, essential goods, pro-
duction inputs, inflation, and similar 
issues, about seventeen or eighteen 
of those points were areas where 
we’ll need to report back progress.”

Throughout the interview, Pezesh-
kian made no mention of the pros-
pects of new talks with the United 
States. This stands in contrast to the 
time he first took office in July 2024, 
when he was notably eager about 
engaging in diplomacy.

While Washington lifting sanc-
tions as part of a new nuclear deal 
would undoubtedly ease economic 
pressure, confidence in diplomacy 
with the U.S. and American leaders’ 
commitment has plummeted signifi-
cantly since Trump’s attack on Iran in 
the midst of nuclear negotiations 
that Pezeshkian himself had initiat-
ed, despite backlash from conserva-
tive factions. His administration also 
actively sought to prevent Europe 
from re-imposing UN sanctions and 
informed Americans of his readiness 
for new talks, provided they abandon 
their non-starter demands—which 
include the dismantlement of Iran’s 
nuclear program, caps on its mis-
sile capabilities, and the severance 
of ties with Resistance forces. These 
extensive efforts did not bear fruit, 
and Pezeshkian’s latest interview 
may indicate he no longer holds out 
hope for their future success.

TEHRAN – Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei has credited Iran’s 
young people with defeating a 
major U.S.-led assault in the re-
gion, saying their initiative, brav-
ery, and willingness to sacrifice 
played a decisive role.

In a message delivered Satur-
day to the 59th annual meeting 
of the Union of Islamic Student 
Associations in Europe, Khame-
nei said the United States and 
its regional ally—Israel—failed 
in their efforts due to the cour-
age and determination of Iranian 
youth.

The full text of Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s message is as fol-
lows:

In the Name of God, the Most 
Compassionate, the Most Mer-
ciful

Dear young people!

This year, your country, through 

the blessing of faith, unity, and 
self-confidence, earned renewed 
credibility and standing in the 
world. The heavy assault by the 
US army and its disgraceful ex-
tension in this region was over-
come by the initiative, courage, 
and sacrifice of the young people 
of Islamic Iran. It was proven that 
the Iranian nation, by drawing 
upon its own capabilities, in the 
light of faith and righteous ac-
tion, and in confronting corrupt 
and oppressive arrogant powers, 
can persevere and deliver the call 
to Islamic values to the world 
with a voice more resolute and 
louder than ever.

The deep sorrow over the mar-
tyrdom of a number of scientists 
and commanders, and a group 
of our dear people has not and 
will not be able to halt the deter-
mined young people of Iran. The 
families of those martyrs them-
selves stand among the forerun-

ners of this movement. The dis-
cussion is not about the nuclear 
issue or matters of the kind. The 
issue is confronting the unjust 
order and the coercive exercise of 
the system of domination in to-
day’s world, and turning toward 
a just Islamic national and inter-
national order. This is the great 
claim whose banner the Islamic 
Iran has raised, and which has 

enraged corrupt and corrupting 
coercive powers.

You students, especially those 
abroad, bear a share of this 
great responsibility. Entrust your 
hearts to God, recognize your ca-
pabilities, and steer the associa-
tions in this direction. God is with 
you, and complete victory awaits 
you, God willing.

Sayyed Ali Khamenei

Sepahan’s late win 
over Chadormalou 
sends them top of 
PGPL
TEHRAN – Enzo Crivelli’s dramatic 95th-min-

ute goal lifted Sepahan to the top of the 2025/26 
Iran Persian Gulf Professional League (PGPL) 
table on Saturday.

In the match held at Naghsh-e Jahan Stadi-
um in Isfahan, the contest appeared destined to 
end in a goalless draw before the French strik-
er struck deep into stoppage time to secure all 
three points for Sepahan.

Earlier in the day, Paykan and Kheybar played 
out a 0–0 draw in Tehran.

On Sunday, Esteghlal will host Gol Gohar in 
Tehran. 

Karim Bagheri 
proud to be 
a member of 
Persepolis
TEHRAN – Iran’s legendary midfielder Karim 

Bagheri says Persepolis are the only club he has 
ever truly loved in Iranian football.

Bagheri, 51, played for Persepolis in two 
spells, during the 1996–97 and 2002–2011 sea-
sons. During his time with the Reds, he made 
nearly 200 appearances and scored 33 goals.

In an interview on the reality show Robat Sal-
ibi, Bagheri spoke about his deep affection for 
Persepolis. When asked whether he had ever 
considered playing for another club in the Irani-
an league, he replied:

“There was no option other than Persepolis. 
Persepolis were my only choice.”

Bagheri was also a key member of Iran’s na-
tional team that qualified for the 1998 FIFA 
World Cup. He scored Iran’s opening goal in the 
famous World Cup qualifying match against 
Australia.

“My goal was offside (laughs),” Bagheri said. 
“But it remains one of my best memories be-
cause that victory made the Iranian people hap-
py.”

After retiring from playing, Bagheri has 
worked for several years as an assistant coach 
at Persepolis. However, he believes the team 
from his playing era was stronger than the cur-
rent squad.

“I think our generation was better than the 
current team, and that team would be capable 
of beating today’s Persepolis,” he said.

Bagheri also reflected on his early retirement 
from professional football, which came at the 
age of 27.

“I was exhausted from long training camps 
and decided to hang up my boots, but I regret 
that decision. I believe I could have played for 
several more years,” he concluded.

Iran to send four 
skiers to 2026 
Winter Olympic 
Games
TEHRAN – Four skiers will represent Iran at 

the 2026 Winter Olympic Games in Milan, Italy. 

The Games will take place in the Italian city 
from Feb. 7 to 23. 

Iran’s ski team will take part in the event with 
four quota places, two quotas (one woman and 
one man) in Alpine skiing and two quotas (one 
woman and one man) in Cross-Country skiing. 

In the women’s Alpine skiing category, Sadaf 
Saveh Shemshaki will represent Iran at the 
Olympics. It was initially planned to hold the 
women’s Alpine skiing selection races in Italy 
with the participation of Sadaf Saveh Shemshaki 
and Maryam Kiashemshaki, but due to Kiashem-
shaki’s injury and leg fracture during pre-com-
petition training, Sadaf Saveh Shemshaki will be 
Iran’s sole female Alpine skiing representative 
at the Olympics.

In the men’s Alpine skiing section, following 
the holding of 11 selection races in Italy and 
Austria, Mohammad Kiyadarbandsari secured 

his place as the only Iranian male Alpine skier at 
the Winter Olympics.

In women’s cross-country skiing, Samaneh 
Beyrami Baher will represent Iran at the Winter 
Olympics.

In the men’s cross-country skiing category, 
although Danial Saveh Shemshaki currently has 
a stronger chance of being selected, since four 
Iranian male skiers have earned Olympic quo-
tas, selection trials will be held to determine the 
final male representative for this edition of the 
Winter Olympic Games.

It has been planned that Iran’s four Olympic 
skiers will be sent to Italy from Jan. 10 until the 
start of the Winter Olympics to take part in a 
preparatory training camp.

Momeni 
Moghaddam among 
options for Iran 
volleyball coaching 
role
TEHRAN – Gholamreza Momeni Moghaddam 

has been shortlisted to be named Iran volleyball 
coach.

The head coach of Iran’s U-20 volleyball team, 
who led the team to two consecutive world 
championship titles, has emerged as one of the 
options to join Roberto Piazza’s coaching staff 
as an assistant coach for the senior national 
team.

Iran’s national volleyball team has several 
crucial competitions ahead next year, with the 
Asian Championship being the most important. 

Piazza, who has so far coached the national 
team in two major events—the Volleyball Na-
tions League and the World Championship—has 
now gained a relatively clear understanding of 
the conditions of Iranian volleyball. Based on 
this assessment, he intends to make changes 
both to the coaching staff and the player roster 
ahead of the upcoming competitions.

Piazza plans to invite several young players 
to the national team camp—most of whom won 
the World Youth Championship under the guid-
ance of Reza Momeni Moghaddam. For this rea-
son, the Iranian coach is being mentioned as one 
of the potential assistant coaches for Piazza, as 
he has a thorough knowledge of the young play-
ers. Players such as Poriya Hossein Khanzadeh, 
Yousef Kazemi, and Arshia Behnejad have all 
previously worked under his supervision.

Rowing targets 
gold at 2026 Asian 
Games: Mohsen 
Shadi
TEHRAN - Mohsen Shadi, President of Iran’s 

Rowing Federation, says that the federation has 
set its sights on winning a gold medal at the 
2026 Asian Games to be held in Nagoya. 

Shadi noted that 15 months have passed since 
the establishment of the Rowing Federation. He 
said rowing is one of the sports that has been 
part of the Olympic Games since the beginning 
of its establishment and also has the oldest in-
ternational federation among sports disciplines.

During this period, the federation has man-
aged to win valuable medals at various levels. 
Shadi identified talent identification programs 
across the provinces as one of the federation’s 
most important plans, saying that a lack of 
athlete numbers is currently one of their main 
concerns. “For this reason, we have placed na-
tionwide talent identification programs on our 
agenda,” he said.

He added that after implementing these pro-
grams, selected talented athletes will be care-
fully chosen and incorporated into youth and 
junior national teams.

Shadi also pointed to challenges related to 
equipment and facilities, noting that due to 
sanctions, the federation has faced difficulties 
in this area. “Despite the harsh conditions and 
limitations, we have tried to perform well and 
win medals at the Asian and international lev-
els,” he said.

 “With the planning that has been done, we 
want to revive our golden era at the Nagoya 
Asian Games and be among the leading federa-
tions at these competitions,” Shadi added. 
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IRAN IN FOCUS

Ayatollah Khamenei credits Iranian  
youth with resisting US pressure in region

‘We’re now stronger than the 12-day war’

President rolls out plans for economic  
management, makes no mention of potential US talks



TEHRAN – Iran’s foreign minister called for 
removing domestic barriers to exports and 
improving trade infrastructure at a meeting 
with private sector representatives in Isfah-
an, highlighting the province’s economic ca-
pacity as a driver of the country’s economic 
diplomacy.

Speaking at a session hosted by the Isfa-
han Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture, Abbas Araghchi said entre-
preneurship and earning foreign currency 
under current conditions require courage, 
adding that the Foreign Ministry’s role is to 
facilitate external relations and help resolve 
money transfer challenges.

“Successful exports are only possible 
through direct links between economic op-
erators and target markets, alongside the 
removal of operational obstacles,” Aragh-
chi said, according to a statement from the 
chamber.

He said Isfahan has identified six priority 
trading partners and that the ministry’s task 
is to connect those markets with local busi-
nesses. He pointed to provincial trade events 
attended by foreign ambassadors as plat-

forms enabling direct engagement between 
traders and helping identify practical needs.

Araghchi said exporters were not seeking 
the removal of sanctions but instead called 
for solutions to operational issues involving 
customs, taxation, the agriculture and in-
dustry ministries, and the central bank. He 
criticized customs procedures, saying border 
crossings had become points of delay rath-
er than transit, with clearance taking days 
or months compared with minutes in other 
countries.

Internal restrictions, biggest hurdle to 
exports

Isfahan Chamber head Amir Kashani said 
domestic restrictions, not external sanc-
tions, were the main obstacle to exports. 

He said exporters—particularly in carpets 
and small and medium-sized enterprises—
face banking and regulatory hurdles that 
prevent full use of export capacity.

Kashani called for reduced government in-
tervention, greater trust in private sector de-
cision-making and reforms to improve eco-
nomic freedom, including regional initiatives, 
to unlock export growth.

TEHRAN – Trade between Iran and the 
27-member European Union reached €3.102 
billion in the first 10 months of 2025, accord-
ing to the latest data released by Eurostat, 
underscoring the resilience of limited com-
mercial ties despite longstanding sanctions 
and political tensions.

EU exports to Iran totaled €2.452 billion 
between January and October, while imports 
from Iran stood at €650 million, leaving the 
bloc with a sizeable trade surplus. 

The figures reflect a modest but steady 
flow of trade concentrated largely in essen-
tial goods, industrial equipment and selected 
consumer products.

Data for October showed EU exports to 
Iran at €219 million and imports at €63 mil-
lion, suggesting that trade volumes have 
remained broadly stable toward the end of 
the period, despite continued restrictions 
on banking, shipping and insurance linked to 
U.S. and EU sanctions on Tehran.

Germany remained Iran’s largest European 
trading partner, accounting for 31 percent of 
total Iran–EU trade. 

Bilateral trade between Iran and Germany 

reached €984 million in the 10-month period, 
highlighting Berlin’s continued role as a key 
conduit for European exports to Iran, partic-
ularly machinery, chemicals and industrial 
components.

Other European countries with notable 
trade links to Iran include Italy, the Neth-
erlands and Spain, though overall volumes 
remain far below pre-2018 levels, when the 
U.S. withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal 
triggered the reimposition of wide-ranging 
sanctions.

Iran’s exports to the EU are largely limited 
to agricultural products, food items, carpets 
and a small volume of industrial goods, re-
flecting ongoing barriers to energy exports 
and broader trade integration. 

Payments and logistics remain major chal-
lenges, with much of the trade conducted 
through indirect channels or under humani-
tarian and sanctions-compliant mechanisms.

Iranian officials have repeatedly said Teh-
ran seeks to expand trade with Europe, par-
ticularly in technology, renewable energy and 
pharmaceuticals, but progress has been con-
strained by geopolitical uncertainty and the 
absence of normalized financial relations.

TEHRAN- The director-general of the Ar-
debil Province Customs announced: “The val-
ue of non-oil goods exported from the prov-
ince was $173 million during the first eight 
months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-Novemebr 21), which represents a 
39-percent increase compared to the same 
period last year. Additionally, the export of 
industrial products is on the rise compared 
to agricultural products.”

Omran Ahmadi stated that during the 
mentioned eight months, the weight of ex-
ported goods from the province was 277,000 
tons, marking a 20-percent increase com-
pared to the same period last year.

He added that the export goods of Ardebil 
province include agricultural and industrial 
products. 

Regarding customs support for exporters 
and traders, he said that the customs ser-
vices provided to exporters include the pro-
vision of dedicated unloading and loading 
warehouses and transit facilities for export 
goods, on-site assessment, and scheduling 
at the border terminal to expedite and facili-
tate the exit of goods.

Meanwhile, Ramin Sadeghi, Director Gen-
eral of Industry, Mining, and Trade Depart-
ment of Ardebil Province, spoke about sup-
porting industrial and production units with 
export-oriented products in the province. 

He said knowledge-based production and 
industrial units are at the forefront of those 
receiving support because they generate 
greater added value for the province and the 
country.

He continued: “In the area of foreign cur-
rency supply and working capital, we also 
support export-oriented producers.”

Ardebil Province, located in northwestern 
Iran, is an important economic region char-
acterized by a diverse mix of agriculture, 
industry, and a growing services sector. Its 
strategic position bordering the Republic 
of Azerbaijan provides significant potential 
for cross-border trade, primarily through 
the Bileh-Savar border terminal. The pro-
vincial economy is gradually evolving from 
a traditionally agrarian base toward greater 
industrialization and export-oriented pro-
duction.

 From Page 1   She said the 
deals cover multiple projects 
across several key ports, includ-
ing Chabahar, Amirabad and Sha-
hid Rajaee, as well as four or five 
other ports.

Iran has been seeking great-
er private sector participation 
in port development as part of 
broader efforts to strengthen 
trade corridors, expand transit 
capacity and reduce reliance on 
public funding amid fiscal con-
straints.

In a meeting held on December 
14, Saeed Rasouli, Head of Iran’s 
Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO), presented a com-
prehensive vision for developing 
Iran’s maritime economy. He 
characterized it as a unique and 

underutilized opportunity for na-
tional development.

His remarks highlighted a 
strategic shift in governmental 
focus, outlined key operational 

priorities, and announced signifi-
cant international plans, particu-
larly for the Caspian Sea region.

Rasouli formally identified the 
maritime-oriented economy as a 

“unique opportunity” for Iran.

He acknowledged a historical 
oversight, stating, “Unfortunate-
ly, due to the country’s economic 
dependence on oil, we have ne-
glected numerous sectors, in-
cluding the maritime economy.” 
This candid assessment under-
scores a recognition of the need 
for economic diversification.

The official emphasized that 
this sector is now receiving spe-
cial and significant attention 
from the government.

He stressed that this height-
ened focus must be leveraged 
effectively, declaring, “now that 
the government is paying special 
attention to this issue, we must 
use this capacity to its fullest.”

TEHRAN – Iran and Azerbaijan have agreed 
to increase daily truck movements at the 
Astara border crossing to between 350 and 
400 vehicles, aiming to ease congestion and 
facilitate exports and transit flows, Iranian 
officials said.

Javad Hedayati, director general for tran-
sit and international transport at Iran’s Road 
Maintenance and Transportation Organiza-
tion, said the agreement followed a phone 
conversation by Iran’s transport and urban 
development minister, who chairs the joint 
Iran-Azerbaijan economic committee, and 
subsequent visits by delegations from Tehran 
and Baku to the border.

Hedayati said measures taken in recent 
years to improve logistics infrastructure at 
Astara had helped support higher traffic vol-
umes. These include construction of a second 
bridge linking Iran and Azerbaijan, develop-
ment of the border hinterland and the launch 
of a virtual queuing system for trucks.

He said data show annual transit traffic 
through the Astara terminal has risen by 
around 20 to 25 percent in recent years.

Hedayati also pointed to a series of bilat-
eral and trilateral border meetings held this 
year involving Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia, 
aimed at accelerating the movement of ex-
port and transit trucks. 

He said the outcomes were already reflect-
ed in Azerbaijan’s higher acceptance of Irani-
an and transit fleets.

“If this process continues, most of the 
trucks currently halted at Astara will soon 

be dispatched to their final destinations,” he 
said.

Congestion at the Astara crossing typically 
intensifies each year ahead of the New Year 
holidays and for up to two months afterward, 
largely due to a seasonal surge in exports 
of off-season agricultural and horticultural 
products to Eurasian markets, particularly 
Russia.

In mid-October, Iran’s Minister of Roads 
and Urban Development, Farzaneh Sadegh, 
announced that Iran, Russia, and Azerbaijan 
have finalized a comprehensive roadmap 
to increase the volume of goods transiting 
among the three nations to 15 million tons 
annually. The plan, she said, marks a major 
milestone in efforts to strengthen region-
al connectivity through the International 
North–South Transit Corridor (INSTC).

Speaking to reporters after attending tri-
lateral and bilateral meetings in Baku on Oc-
tober 12, Sadegh described the gathering as 
“highly effective and long-awaited,” empha-
sizing that the new roadmap would help re-
solve logistical bottlenecks and enhance co-
ordination across multiple transport sectors.

She underlined that the Rasht–Astara rail-
way project remains the “missing link” in the 
corridor, and completing it is key to unlocking 
the full potential of the INSTC. “Land acquisi-
tion for the remaining sections will be com-
pleted by the end of this year, and we expect 
significant physical progress within the next 
three years,” she said.

Sadegh added that the meetings also fo-
cused on streamlining customs procedures, 
improving border infrastructure, and en-
hancing truck and rail traffic between the 
three nations. Customs representatives dis-
cussed plans to establish a shared digital 
platform to simplify clearance processes and 
improve coordination among border author-
ities.

The minister proposed that Iran, Russia, 
and Azerbaijan jointly develop an action plan 
within three months to achieve the 15-mil-
lion-ton target by 2030. “The document will 

be signed at the next summit of the three 
countries’ leaders,” she noted, describing 
it as a blueprint for transforming regional 
trade routes into a reliable and efficient lo-
gistics network.

Sadegh also revealed ongoing efforts to 
launch scheduled freight trains along the 
western branch of the corridor and offer 
preferential tariffs to attract more cargo. 
“Consistency and predictability in logistics 
services are essential to achieving our tar-
gets,” she said.

In her bilateral meeting with Azerbaijan’s 
Minister of Transport and Digital Develop-
ment, Rashad Nabiyev, Sadegh highlighted 
the growing momentum of cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Baku, noting that trans-
port issues have become a core focus of the 
Joint Economic Commission. “We have had 
the most frequent exchanges with Azerbaijan 
in the past year, which shows the strategic 
importance of these ties,” she said.

She emphasized the need to form joint 
technical committees to address problems 
faced by Iranian carriers at Azerbaijani bor-
der crossings and to work toward practical 
solutions in upcoming meetings.

The discussions also covered major proj-
ects such as the Kalaleh–Aghband border 
bridge and the Iran–Azerbaijan–Georgia 
corridor, which are expected to significantly 
expand trade and transit opportunities once 
completed.

Sadegh invited Nabiyev to visit Iran for 
continued discussions, while the Azerbaija-
ni minister welcomed Iran’s proposals and 
reaffirmed Baku’s readiness to cooperate in 
resolving obstacles to transportation and 
trade.

Sadegh concluded that the agreements 
reached in Baku will accelerate progress to-
ward the shared goal of achieving 15 million 
tons of transit by 2030, strengthen Iran’s po-
sition as a regional transport hub, and deep-
en the partnership among the three neigh-
boring countries.

TEHRAN- Germany exported 
non-oil products worth $1.184 
billion to Iran during the first 
eight months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 
21-Novemebr 21), the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA) announced.

The IRICA report said that Ger-
many was Iran’s fifth source of 
non-oil imports during the eight-
month period.

During a meeting between the 
head of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, Mines and Agri-
culture (ICCIMA) and the German 
ambassador to Iran, in early June, 
the two sides explored the ways 
for the expansion of trade rela-
tions between the two countries.

As reported by the Public Rela-
tions Department of the ICCIMA, 
in the meeting at the place of the 
chamber, ICCIMA Head Samad 
Hassanzadeh referred to Ger-
many’s prominent position in the 
field of industry, and emphasized 
the readiness of conditions for 
the presence of foreign investors 
in Iran.

While expressing his satisfac-
tion with the German ambassa-
dor’s positive views on strength-
ening relations between the 
two countries, the ICCIMA head 

said: “Iran’s economic capaci-
ties are a good basis for devel-
oping Iran-Germany relations. 
Also, the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Finance has defined 
the necessary framework for at-
tracting foreign investment and 
considering various 
necessary guarantees; 
therefore, we are well 
prepared to attract 
foreign capital.”

The German ambas-
sador for his part said: 
“We are happy that 
economic relations be-
tween Iran and Germa-
ny, despite all the ups 
and downs, are still in 
place, and Germany is 
still Iran’s largest eco-
nomic partner among 
European countries.”

Stating that sanc-
tions are undoubtedly 
an obstacle to trade, 
he said: “We are opti-
mistic that the talks 
between Iran and the 
United States will 
reach a good result as 
soon as possible and 
that the result of these 
talks will be the lifting 
of sanctions.”

The German ambassador to 
Tehran further acknowledged: 
“There are significant economic 
capacities in Iran in the fields of 
mining, industry, and agriculture, 
and Iran is known among the 10 
largest countries in the world in 

terms of the existence of vari-
ous capacities and resources. In 
addition to natural resources, 
the level of knowledge and in-
telligence of the Iranian people is 
also very high.”
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Foreign minister urges export reforms at 
Isfahan business forum

Iran–EU trade reaches 
€3.1b in 10 months

Non-oil export from  
Ardebil province increases 39%

Iran, Azerbaijan agree to boost truck traffic at Astara border

Germany exports goods worth $1.1b to Iran in 8 months

PMO signs $400m deals with  
private sector, minister says
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 Notice of tender for export sale No. Z/1404/26 

 GolGohar Mining and Industrial Company 

Hereby Golgohar Mining & Industrial Co. announces selling and export 140.000 metric tons 
of Iron Ore Concentrate (%Fe:66.50 ave) on basis of F.O.B at Rajaee Jetty Bandar Abbas - 
Iran. Interested bidders should find tender documents at Golgohar website: www.geg.ir. All 
bids on conformity to tender instructions must be submitted no later than 09:00 A.M. on 06. 
Jan.2026  to to Golgohar complex in sirjan (50 km in shiraz road). 

Bidders are invited to the transactions commission department of the seller with an 
introduction letter of interested buyer and personal identification of the representative. 
Tender results shall be announced at 09:00 A.M. on 06.Jan.2026 at the office of the Seller.  

Analysis % 
%Fe Ave 66.50 

%FeO  Min 24     Max 28 
%P Max 0.04 
%S Ave 1.0 

%SiO2 Max 3.0 
%Al2O3 Max 0.7 
%CaO Max 0.9 
%MgO Max 2.5 

%Moisture Max 5.0 
Size ave  80%<0.48 mm 

GOLGOHAR MINING & INDUSTRIAL CO. 
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Tender results shall be announced at 09:00 A.M. on 06.Jan.2026 at the office of the Seller.  

Analysis % 
%Fe Ave 66.50 

%FeO  Min 24     Max 28 
%P Max 0.04 
%S Ave 1.0 

%SiO2 Max 3.0 
%Al2O3 Max 0.7 
%CaO Max 0.9 
%MgO Max 2.5 

%Moisture Max 5.0 
Size ave  80%<0.48 mm 
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From page 1   Although So-
maliland declared independence in 
the 1990s, it has not been recog-
nized by Somalia or any other world 
government. Israel’s unilateral 
recognition has therefore drawn 
worldwide condemnation.

The African Union (AU) swiftly 
rejected Israel’s move, reaffirming 
its commitment to Somalia’s unity 
and the “intangibility of borders in-
herited at independence.”

Arab countries also condemned 
the recognition. Saudi Arabia de-
nounced the step as a violation of 
international law and pledged full 
support for Somalia’s sovereignty. 
Qatar accused Israel of undermin-
ing international legitimacy and 
fueling instability, urging it instead 
to recognize Palestine and end the 
Gaza war. Egypt coordinated with 
Somalia, Turkey, and Djibouti to 
oppose “dangerous developments” 
in the Horn of Africa. Other Arab 
states, including Iraq, Jordan, and 
Kuwait, issued similar rebukes.

Palestinian response
 The Palestinian Foreign Ministry 

described Israel’s recognition of 
Somaliland as a threat to Arab and 
regional security. Hamas went fur-
ther, calling it a “dangerous prece-
dent” and accused Israel of seeking 
false legitimacy while committing 
war crimes in Gaza.

Hamas noted that Israel’s recog-
nition was linked to plans to forci-
bly displace Palestinians from Gaza 
to Somaliland. This echoes earlier 

reports that Israel had quietly ex-
plored resettlement options in Af-
rica as part of a broader strategy 
to reduce the Palestinian presence 
in Gaza. Somaliland, as a destina-
tion for Palestinians expelled from 
Gaza, has now become a central 
concern.

Human rights advocates in So-
maliland had already warned that 
such a move would not only desta-
bilize the region but also implicate 
Somaliland in the Israeli genocide 
in Gaza. The idea of transferring 
Palestinians into a fragile, unrec-
ognized territory raises profound 
humanitarian and legal questions. 
Critics argue it would amount to 
ethnic cleansing disguised as di-
plomacy, using Somaliland’s quest 
for recognition as leverage to facil-
itate one of the most controversial 
population transfers in modern 
history.

For Palestinians, the plan rep-
resents a double dispossession: 
first from their homes in Gaza, and 
then into a territory whose own 
sovereignty is contested. For So-
maliland, it risks being drawn into 
a geopolitical bargain that could 
compromise its legitimacy and em-
broil it in the Israeli war crimes. 

U.S. Republican support for So-
maliland 

Recognition of Somaliland has 
also found support among some 
U.S. Republicans. In August, Sena-
tor Ted Cruz urged President Don-
ald Trump to recognize Somalil-
and, citing its ties with Israel and 
support for the Abraham Accords. 
An Al Jazeera report suggested 
Cruz had received nearly $2 million 
in funding from pro-Israel lobby 
groups, including AIPAC.

On Friday, Somaliland’s presi-

dent, Abdirahman Mohamed Ab-
dullahi, announced that the region 
would join the Abraham Accords, 
further aligning itself with Israel 
and U.S.-backed normalization ef-
forts.

Strategic calculations

Beyond the Palestinian issue, 
analysts argue that Israel’s rec-
ognition of Somaliland is rooted 
in strategic calculations. In No-
vember, a report by Israel’s Insti-
tute for National Security Studies 
highlighted Somaliland’s potential 
role in intelligence monitoring of 
Yemen’s Ansarullah and launch-
ing direct operations against the 
movement. 

The UAE already operates a mil-
itary base in Berbera, equipped 
with a port and airstrip. Analysts 
suggest this base could become a 
critical node in the UAE’s anti-An-
sarullah campaign, with Israel po-
tentially leveraging Emirati ties to 
expand its own regional footprint.

Presently, it is evident that Is-
rael’s recognition of Somaliland is 
more than a diplomatic gesture—it 
is a geopolitical gambit. It inter-
twines three strategic objectives:

•	 Regional military posi-
tioning – Establishing a foothold 
near Yemen and the Red Sea

•	 Diplomatic expansion – 
Bringing Somaliland into the Abra-
ham Accords and strengthening 
ties with U.S. allies

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   with instantaneous global 
communication, with international law codified 
after the horrors of the Holocaust, the world 
permitted a genocide to unfold in plain sight.

The phrase “Never Again” has now been bur-
ied under the ashes of Gaza.

UN is a monument of cowardice

The United Nations—born from the promise 
to prevent atrocities—has revealed itself as a 
monument of cowardice. Its chambers echoed 
with empty speeches while Palestinian chil-
dren suffocated under collapsed buildings. The 
so-called “international community” passed 
resolutions, issued statements, and organized 
“urgent meetings”—yet did nothing to halt the 
killing. The UN has failed, and with its failure, it 
has betrayed the very reason for its existence.

Hypocrisy of global powers

The European Union, forever parading itself 
as the champion of human rights, proved itself 
a hypocritical accomplice. Its leaders wept croc-
odile tears while continuing trade and military 
cooperation with Israel.

The United States, Israel’s shield and sword, 
funded and armed the slaughter.

And what of Russia and China? The “alterna-
tive powers,” the supposed counterweight to 

Western imperialism? They, too, watched and 
calculated, preferring geopolitical interests over 
human lives. Gaza was not saved by the West, 
nor by the East. Both sides failed. Both sides are 
guilty.

Silence of artists and intellectuals

Equally damning is the silence of those who 
claim to speak for humanity—artists, writ-
ers, poets, journalists, musicians, filmmak-
ers. Where were their voices while Palestinian 
children were torn apart? Where were the pro-
tests from the cultural elite who fill stadiums, 
theaters, and galleries with their art and their 
words of “love” and “justice”? Their silence is 
complicity. Their cowardice is unforgivable.

A civilization that has forfeited its soul

The genocide in Gaza will stand as the darkest 
stain in human history—not only because of the 
scale of the crime, but because of the indifference 
that surrounded it. Humanity has revealed itself not 
as a community of moral beings, but as a global ma-
chine of selfishness, corruption, and cowardice.

Civilization has forfeited its soul.

A call for eternal memory and judgment

The people of Gaza are not numbers. They are 
faces, names, stories, songs, and dreams—now 
erased by bombs with the blessing of global 

silence. Their memory demands justice. Their 
blood demands accountability. And their suf-
fering will haunt the conscience of every gov-
ernment, every institution, and every so-called 
intellectual who looked away.

Shame on you, world. Shame on your leaders. 
Shame on your silence. Shame on your coward-
ice. Shame on your betrayal of humanity itself.

History will not forgive you. And God never will.

A call for sanctions and justice

Iran, for all the slander and political vilification 
hurled at it, showed the world what compassion in 
crisis can look like — mobilizing humanitarian aid, 
medical teams, and diplomatic pressure to allevi-
ate an agony that so many pretended not to see. 
If the international community is serious about 
justice, the path is clear: impose comprehensive 
sanctions on Israel, not on Iran; immediately halt 
all arms sales and military support to the perpe-
trators; freeze assets and cut the supply chains 
that fuel slaughter. Let there be no ambiguity — 
economic and political isolation must follow when 
states enable or execute crimes against humanity. 
Those who ordered and executed the massacres 
must be arrested, tried by international tribunals, 
and sentenced for crimes that shatter the moral 
foundations of civilization.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

From page 1   This marks Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed’s first visit to 
Pakistan in his capacity as President 
of the United Arab Emirates, a fact 
that alone amplifies the visit’s sym-
bolic and political significance. By se-
lecting Pakistan as a key destination 
in its high-level diplomatic outreach, 
Abu Dhabi has clearly signaled that 
it views Islamabad not merely as a 
traditional partner, but as a critical 
strategic node linking the Persian 
Gulf region with South Asia.

The nature of the official reception 
accorded to the UAE president in Is-
lamabad—from the escort of JF-17 
fighter jets in Pakistani airspace and 
the firing of a 21-gun salute, to the 
simultaneous presence of the prime 
minister, foreign minister, and army 
chief, as well as the declaration of a 
local holiday in the capital—conveys 
messages that go well beyond stan-
dard diplomatic protocol. In the lex-
icon of international relations, such 
heightened ceremonial symbolism 
is typically employed when a host 
country seeks either to underscore 
a strategic commitment to a partic-
ular relationship or to send indirect 
signals to third-party actors. In this 
case, both objectives are clearly dis-
cernible. Confronted with persistent 
economic pressures, structural fi-
nancial challenges, and intensifying 

competition among regional and ex-
tra-regional actors for influence, Pa-
kistan appears intent on highlighting 
the UAE as a privileged, reliable, and 
differentiated partner.

The timing of the visit is equally 
consequential. Over the past sever-
al years, the UAE has progressively 
shifted its foreign policy away from 
costly and high-risk intervention-
ism—most notably in Yemen and 
Libya—toward a model centered on 
economic diplomacy, risk manage-
ment, and the consolidation of influ-
ence through investment and geo-
political networking. This shift does 
not imply a wholesale abandonment 
of hard power instruments; rather, 
it reflects a calculated blending of 
hard and soft power within the UAE’s 
overarching strategic doctrine.

Within this framework, Pakistan 
has assumed heightened impor-
tance for Abu Dhabi. Beyond its de-
mographic and geopolitical weight, 
Pakistan functions as a connective 
hub linking the Persian Gulf to South 
Asia, China, and emerging economic 
corridors. Moreover, Pakistan’s mil-
itary remains one of the most co-
hesive and influential armed forces 
in the Muslim world, a reality that 
occupies a central place in Emirati 
security calculations.

The economic dimension unques-
tionably constitutes the core pillar 
of this visit. The repeated emphasis 
by officials from both sides on trade, 
investment, energy, infrastructure, 
and information technology sug-
gests that Pakistan–UAE relations 
are moving beyond the traditional 
paradigm of short-term financial 
assistance or emergency deposits, 
toward a model of targeted, long-
term investment. This is the same 
approach the UAE has pursued in re-
cent years in countries such as Egypt, 
Jordan, and even Turkey, seeking to 
generate both economic returns and 
durable political leverage.

For Pakistan, the significance 
of this model is particularly pro-
nounced. As of 2025, Pakistan con-
tinues to grapple with high external 
debt, persistent balance-of-pay-
ments deficits, and an urgent need 
for foreign direct investment. The 
UAE, unlike many other potential 
partners, possesses centralized de-
cision-making capacity, substantial 
financial resources, and institution-
al flexibility—attributes that render 
it an especially attractive and vital 
partner for a country in Pakistan’s 
position.

At the same time, the security 
layer of the visit should not be over-
looked. Although less explicit in offi-

cial statements, it is clearly present 
in the background. The shared em-
phasis on “regional stability” and the 
prominent role of Pakistan’s army 
chief during the welcoming ceremo-
nies suggest that security-related 
discussions—albeit largely behind 
closed doors—formed part of the 
agenda. Abu Dhabi is acutely aware 
that instability in Pakistan would 
carry direct and indirect repercus-
sions for Persian Gulf security, and 
engagement with Pakistan’s key se-
curity institutions thus represents a 
strategic investment.

At this juncture, developments in 
Africa and their impact on region-
al perceptions of the UAE assume 
particular relevance. In recent years, 
the UAE’s role in the Sudanese cri-
sis—especially allegations regard-
ing political and logistical support 
for the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
vis-à-vis the Sudanese Armed Forc-
es—has drawn significant regional 
and international scrutiny. Beyond 
Sudan, the UAE’s active footprint in 
the Horn of Africa, including Soma-
lia, Somaliland (notably the port of 
Berbera), and Eritrea, has reinforced 
an image of the UAE as an assertive, 
and at times interventionist, securi-
ty–military actor.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

By staff writer 
TEHRAN – Southern Yemen is no longer just a 

battleground between local factions. It is becoming a 
testing ground for foreign ambitions, with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates pushing separatist forces into new 
territory while deepening its partnership with Israel. 
These moves are reshaping the conflict in ways that 
go far beyond Yemen’s borders.

The Southern Transitional Council (STC), backed 
by the UAE, has seized oil-rich areas in Hadramout 
and Mahra, pushing out Saudi-aligned forces. 
At first glance, this looks like a local struggle for 
influence. But beneath it lies a broader strategy: 
turning southern Yemen into a hub for advanced 
surveillance, maritime monitoring, and exter-
nal cooperation. The rationale for the UAE–Israel 
partnership is clear. Israel provides cutting-edge 
technology in drones, radar, and intelligence sys-

tems, while the UAE offers access to ports, is-
lands, and bases near Bab al-Mandeb. Together, 
they see southern Yemen as a strategic corridor to 
expand their reach.

This cooperation may serve the UAE’s ambi-
tions, but it comes at a high cost for Yemen. It 
undermines sovereignty by placing ports and 
coastal zones under foreign security logic rather 
than local governance. It also strains the Sau-
di-led coalition itself. Saudi Arabia has called 
for unity and calm, but the UAE’s actions chal-
lenge that vision. Even the perception of Israeli 
involvement makes the conflict more interna-
tional, raising fears that Yemen’s south could 
be seen as part of a wider Red Sea security grid 
rather than a region working toward peace.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Dr. Hussam Abu Safia, 52, remains in an Israeli 
prison a year after Israel detained him without 
charges or trial.

His family and supporters are demanding his 
release as his health deteriorates amid reports 
of the inhumane conditions under which he is 
being held, Al Jazeera reported. 

Abu Safia, known for his steadfast presence 
as director of Kamal Adwan Hospital in Beit La-
hiya, north of Gaza City, has become central in 
international discussions on the protection of 
medical personnel in armed conflicts.

He insisted on staying at the hospital, along 
with several medical staff, despite continuous 
Israeli attacks on the facility.

Israel eventually surrounded the hospital and 
forced everyone to evacuate. Since then, Abu 
Safia has been in detention, and the hospital has 
been out of service.

He was transferred between Israeli prisons, 
from the notorious Sde Teiman holding facility 
to Ofer Prison, being mistreated continuously.

No charges have been brought against Abu 
Safia, who is held under the “unlawful combat-
ant” law, which allows detention without a stan-
dard criminal trial and denies detainees access 
to the evidence against them.

Abu Safia is being held in extreme conditions 
and, according to lawyers, has lost more than a 
third of his body weight.

Israel’s systematic campaign of violence 
against Palestinian journalists since October 
2023 has peaked in 2025 with the targeting of 
dozens of members of the press, Al Jazeera re-
ported Saturday, citing the Palestinian Journal-
ists Syndicate.

The syndicate’s Freedoms Committee said 
Israel has shifted from restricting coverage to 
“silencing the press through deadly force,” aim-
ing to eliminate witnesses and block documen-
tation.

By November 2025, at least 76 journalists had 
been killed or wounded, a figure the committee 
described as a “dangerous indicator of the esca-
lating targeting policy” pursued by Israel.

“Journalists are no longer merely ‘potential 

targets’, but rather confirmed and frequent tar-
gets,” the committee said.

Press freedom groups have condemned the 
attacks, but no Israeli soldier has faced charges. 
Reporters Without Borders warned that Pales-
tine is now among the most dangerous places 
to practice journalism.

Nearly 300 journalists and media workers 
have died in Gaza over 26 months—an average 
of 12 a month—while many others suffered am-
putations, paralysis, or blindness.

The syndicate stressed that most victims 
were clearly identifiable as press, often wearing 
protective gear, underscoring what it called Is-
rael’s deliberate “no witnesses, no narrative, no 
image” doctrine.

From page 1   Their predicament reflects 
broader transformations in post-war Syria, 
where power has shifted from centralized au-
thoritarian control to fragmented systems of 
rule marked by ideological uncertainty and co-
ercive governance.

For decades, Syrian Christians lived under a 
fragile arrangement of protection tied to the 
authoritarian but nominally secular state. 

While this arrangement was never rooted in 
genuine equality, it provided a degree of stabil-
ity. 

Fourteen years of imposed war on the coun-
try dismantled that framework entirely. The col-
lapse of centralized authority, followed by the 
ascendancy of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and 

its leader Ahmad al-Sharaa, marked a decisive 
rupture. 

What replaced the old order was not security, 
but a system of conditional tolerance governed 
by ideological ambiguity and coercive control.

The sharp increase in asylum requests from 
Syrian Christians abroad reflects this reality. 

Once constituting roughly ten percent of Syr-
ia’s population, Christians have seen their num-
bers decline at an accelerating pace. 

Entire neighborhoods in Aleppo, Homs, 
and Damascus were emptied during the war, 
churches were destroyed or damaged, and fam-
ilies were displaced internally or forced into ex-
ile. 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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 From Page 1    Emphasizing 
the special approach  of the Con-
stitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran towards divine religions, 
he said : “Efforts have always 
been made to provide the nec-
essary support in the field of 
restoration and preservation of 
religious places of different reli-
gions in Tehran, especially as the 
seat of power  of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, and in this way, we 
serve all citizens.”

Referring to Si-e Tir Street, he 
said that Tehran is a true symbol 
of coexistence of ethnic groups 
and religions; one can see places 
of worship of different religions, 
including Assyrian and Arme-
nian Christian churches, Muslim 
mosques, Jewish synagogues, 
and Zoroastrian fire temples, 
side by side on Si-e Tir Street; 
where followers of all religions 
freely and peacefully perform 
their religious rituals.

Motamedian emphasized that 
this coexistence is rooted in the 
progressive vision of the Con-
stitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, which pays special at-
tention to divine religions, and 
the presence of representatives 
of different religions in Iranian 
Parliament  is a clear testimony 
to this special and distinguished 
approach of Islamic governance.

He concluded by expressing his 
hope: “May all Iranian people, es-
pecially Christian, Assyrian, and 
Armenian compatriots, have a 
decent life in an atmosphere full 
of peace, friendship, tranquility, 
and comfort.”

Message of Jesus Christ 
(PBUH), global call for peace 
and peaceful coexistence

Speaking at the same gath-
ering, Salehi-Amiri said that the 
message of Jesus Christ (PBUH) 
is a historical and interreligious 
call for kindness, peaceful coex-
istence, dialogue and mutual re-
spect among the human beings.

According to Mehr news agen-

cy, he issued a message on the 
occasion of the birth of Jesus 
Christ (PBUH), congratulating 
the Christian compatriots of the 
country, the followers of that 
great divine prophet, and all be-
lievers in high human values on 
this blessed occasion. 

Referring to the high position 
of Jesus Christ (PBUH) in mono-
theistic traditions, he stated 
that Jesus Christ (PBUH) is an 
inspiring figure and messenger 
of peace, love, human dignity and 
spirituality in the system of di-
vine religions, and his message is 
a historical and supra-religious 
call to kindness, peaceful coex-
istence, dialogue and mutual re-
spect among the humans. 

Emphasizing the global di-
mensions of the Christian mes-
sage, he added: “This message 
is not limited to one religion or 

geography, but rather reminds 
us of the common responsibility 
of humanity in protecting human 
dignity, strengthening morality, 
and strengthening the human 
foundations of the global com-
munity; a responsibility that has 
gained double importance in to-
day’s challenging world.”

In another part of his message, 
he referred to Iran’s civiliza-
tional background and said that 
throughout the history, Iranian 
civilization and culture, relying 
on wisdom, spirituality, and tol-
erance, have displayed a clear 
and lasting example of the coex-
istence of religions and respect 
for cultural and belief diversity, 
and have left a precious legacy of 
tolerance, dialogue, and empathy 
for today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
erations.

Salehi-Amiri noted that the 

Cultural Heritage Ministry con-
siders preservation of the spiri-
tual and cultural heritage arising 
from the coexistence of religions 
to be a national and historical 
duty and emphasizes strength-
ening cultural ties, dialogue be-
tween religions, and strength-
ening social solidarity in Iran’s 
plural and multicultural society, 
because cultural heritage is the 
common language of nations 
and a sustainable platform for 
peace and understanding among 
people.

In the end, he expressed his 
hope that in light of teachings 
of the divine prophets, especial-
ly Jesus Christ (PBUH), may the 
coming year be filled with peace, 
justice, tranquility, and friend-
ship, and may the today’s world 
take more steps toward empa-
thy, rationality, and a more hu-
mane future.

TEHRAN – A Chinese journalist has said Iran’s 
southwestern province of Khuzestan has strong 
appeal for international audiences, citing its rich 
cultural heritage and diversity.

Li Jiannan, a correspondent with China Central 
Television (CCTV), made the remarks on Thursday 
during his first visit to Khuzestan, describing the 
province as a destination that challenges common 
perceptions about Iran.

The remarks came ahead of the province’s host-
ing of the 4th International Multimedia Festival of 
Cultural Heritage, aimed at promoting Iran’s his-
torical and cultural assets.

“I had traveled to many provinces and cities in 
Iran before, but Khuzestan was unknown to me,” 
Li said in an interview. “I had thought the province 
was mainly associated with oil, but after visiting 
Abadan, Khorramshahr and Ahvaz, I was com-
pletely surprised. The cultural heritage here is 
very different from other regions, and that differ-
ence is exciting.”

Li said he plans to visit several historical sites 
during his stay, including Dezful and Shushtar, and 
expressed interest in returning to explore more of 
the province. “In this short time, I want to see as 
many historical sites as possible. If I have the op-
portunity, I will definitely come back,” he said.

The Chinese journalist was visiting Khuzestan 
days before the fourth International Multimedia 
Cultural Heritage Festival. He described the prov-
ince’s ethnic and cultural diversity as one of its 

most striking features.

“Each part of Khuzestan has its own identity, 
culture and traditions,” Li said. “From music and 
local dances to the hospitality of the people, every 
city feels different. In Abadan, Ahvaz and Khor-
ramshahr, the urban atmosphere and the banks of 
the Karun River create a special feeling, while in 
Shush, history feels alive.”

Li said he had not been familiar with the festi-
val before his visit but described it as an effective 
platform for introducing Iran’s cultural and his-
torical assets to international audiences. “If I am 
invited again in the coming years, I will definitely 
attend and encourage my colleagues to join me,” 
he said. “This festival can play an important role 
in presenting Khuzestan’s cultural potential to the 
world.”

Speaking about his planned coverage for Chi-
nese audiences, Li said he would focus on key heri-

tage sites to present a clear and accessible picture 
of the province. “Given time limitations, I will high-
light places such as Tchogha Zanbil and Shush, 
which are UNESCO World Heritage sites and rep-
resent the depth of Khuzestan’s history,” he said.

He concluded by inviting Chinese tourists to 
visit the province. “Khuzestan offers cultural di-
versity, traditional music, local cuisine, distinctive 
clothing and beautiful natural landscapes,” Li said. 
“It is a destination where visitors can experience 
the richness of southern Iran in a very direct way.”

Khuzestan is home to a wealth of cultural, his-
torical, and natural attractions, making it one of 
Iran’s most diverse provinces for travelers. Its 
landscapes range from fertile plains along the 
Karun River to rugged Zagros Mountains, offering 
a wide variety of experiences.

Among the province’s most renowned ancient 
sites is Tchogha Zanbil, an Elamite complex dat-
ing back to 1250 BC and one of the few surviving 
ziggurats in the world. Another UNESCO World 
Heritage site, the Shushtar Historical Hydraulic 
System, demonstrates advanced water manage-
ment and irrigation techniques dating to the 5th 
century BC.

Khuzestan also boasts Susa, one of the world’s 
oldest cities and the former capital of the Elamite 
Empire, with its ancient palace ruins and archae-
ological museum. The Chogha Mish site offers 
insight into early urban settlement in the region, 
while the Shushtar Bridge-Dam, part of the hy-
draulic system, remains an engineering marvel.

TEHRAN - Iran will hold the International Tour-
ism Content Festival (ITCF) in February, 2026, aim-
ing to promote the country’s cultural and histori-
cal capacities through creative digital storytelling, 
organizers said.

The festival, designed by Yazd Islamic Azad 
University in cooperation with the Marketing and 
Foreign Tourism Development Office of the Minis-
try of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, 
will coincide with the Tehran International Tourism 
Exhibition. The winners will be announced on Feb. 
14, 2026.

According to organizers, the event seeks to en-
courage artists, content creators, filmmakers and 

tourism enthusiasts to produce and share creative 
works that present Iran’s cultural, historical and 
natural diversity to international audiences.

Submitted works must be bilingual video con-
tent tailored for international viewers and devel-
oped under the theme of “Iran, the land of authen-
tic experiences.”

The announced content themes include history, 
culture, reasons to travel to Iran, Iranian cuisine, 
nature, customs and traditions, and religious and 
spiritual tourism.

Organizers said the content must not include 
commercial advertising or brand promotion. Own-
ership of submitted works will remain with the 

producers, while the festival secretariat will hold 
usage rights with proper attribution.

Awards will be given to the top three entries in 
each of three-time categories, under one minute, 
one to three minutes, and three to 10 minutes, for 
a total of nine winners. An additional award will be 
presented based on public choice.

Entries that receive public attention after pub-
lication will be reviewed by a professional jury of 
media and tourism experts to select the final win-
ners.

The award ceremony will be held on Feb. 14, 
2026, alongside the 19th Tehran International 
Tourism Exhibition, according to organizers

TEHRAN – Several historic mosques in 
Khuzestan province have been included 
among Iran’s nominees for a collective UNE-
SCO listing, said Mohammad Jourvand, head 
of the Khuzestan Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts Department.

Speaking to the Tehran Times on Thursday, 
Jourvand said mosques such as the Jameh 
mosques of Shushtar and Dezful are among 
the most important historical religious 
structures in the country, dating back to the 
third and fourth centuries of the Islamic cal-
endar, although some sources trace parts of 
them to the sixth and seventh centuries.

He said the two mosques are key com-
ponents of the proposed “Persian Mosque” 
dossier, a serial nomination that includes 
a number of historic mosques across Iran 
for possible inscription on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List. According to Jourvand, the 
mosques of Khuzestan are considered 
among the most influential examples within 
the collection, and preparatory work for the 
nomination has been completed. “We partic-
ipated in the evaluation sessions, and issues 
related to annexes and documentation have 
been reviewed and addressed,” he said.

Referring to the Rangooniha Mosque in 
Abadan, the official noted that although 
it does not match the historical age of the 
Jameh mosques of Shushtar and Dezful, it 
represents a unique architectural and cultur-
al example in Iran. He said the mosque’s dis-

tinctive design and use of color, influenced by 
Indian and Pakistani architectural traditions, 
make it a rare and notable structure in the 
country.

Jourvand added that the Rangooniha 
Mosque is under the ownership of the Khu-
zestan Cultural Heritage Department and 
has undergone appropriate restoration work 
in recent years. “This building is one of the 
mosques that leaves a strong impression on 
every visitor,” he said.

Emphasizing the broader role of mosques 
in Iranian society, Jourvand said their his-
torical function extended beyond worship 
to education, cultural gatherings, poetry 
circles and artistic activities. He noted that 
while mosques played a significant social 
and cultural role in recent decades, partic-
ularly during the years following the Sacred 
Defense, many of these functions have grad-
ually diminished.

“Reviving the cultural and social role of 
historical mosques requires renewed atten-
tion and planning,” he said.

Iran has placed 17 of its most significant 
mosques on UNESCO’s Tentative List under 
the collective title “Persian Mosque,” high-
lighting the evolution of Islamic architecture 
in the country from the early Islamic period 
to the late Qajar era. The nomination aims to 
demonstrate how Iranian architectural tradi-
tions shaped and influenced mosque design 
across the Islamic world.

TEHRAN – Efforts to safeguard and pre-
serve the archaeological site of Jiroft in 
Kerman province are essential to protecting 
Iran’s civilizational identity, said Morteza 
Nikrou, head of the Kerman Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts Department.

According to IRIB, he referred to the distin-
guished position of this site in the history of 
Iranian civilization, adding that the old city of 
Jiroft is one of the most prominent ancient 
sites in the country, and its protection and 
preservation is considered the preservation 
of Iran’s civilizational identity and national 
cultural assets.

He emphasized the targeted use of the his-
torical, cultural and civilizational capacities 
of the ancient site of the old city of Jiroft in 
line of sustainable tourism development.

Emphasizing the need for a combined ap-
proach to the protection and introduction of 
historical monuments, he added that pre-
serving the ancient sites is not limited to 
conservation measures, but rather the sci-
entific and competent introduction of these 
historical assets at the national and inter-
national levels can play an effective role in 
introducing Jiroft civilization and enhancing 
the cultural status of the region.

Referring to the unique historical and 
cultural potential of the old city of Jiroft, he 
said that this site can play a role as one of 
the important axes of cultural tourism in the 
sustainable development of tourism in south 
of the province, a development that is based 
on protection, participation of relevant insti-
tutions, and utilization of the capacity of the 
private sector.

Nikrou also considered interaction be-

tween the executive agencies, the private 
sector, and economic institutions essential 
in the path of protecting and introducing 
the historical sites. “Using the capacity of 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Tourism 
Commission can pave the way for coherent 
planning to introduce Jiroft’s civilization and 
transform this historical capacity into an op-
portunity for tourism prosperity, job creation, 
and balanced development of the region.”

He added that the targeted introduction of 
the ancient site of the old city of Jiroft at the 
national and international levels, in addition 
to strengthening the cultural identity, will 
pave the way for encouraging the longer stay 
of tourists and improving the status of cul-
tural tourism in Kerman province.

Jiroft civilization is said to be a collection 
of ancient sites and archaeological findings 
discovered in Kerman province and near the 
cities of Jiroft and Halilroud, which are be-
ing studied and researched by multinational 
teams of archaeologists. 

The history of this area dates back to 5,000 
years ago. Objects and decorative vessels 
made of clinochlore mineral with remarkable 
and innovative reliefs belonging to the Jiroft 
civilization have been discovered so far. 

Historical relics discovered from the Burnt 
City have shown the existence of trade rela-
tions between the ancient city of Jiroft and 
the Burnt City and the connections between 
them. The discovery of the ancient Jiroft li-
brary has also surprised many researchers. 
This site, which has been registered on the 
National Heritage List, dates back to the pre-
historic era and is located in Jiroft county. It 
was registered under number 52  as one of 
the national monuments of Iran in 1931. 

Malta’s capital Valletta is a fortified city lo-
cated on a hilly peninsula between two of the 
finest natural harbors in the Mediterranean. 

The Siege of Malta in 1565 captured the 
European imagination and mobilized the re-
sources needed to create the new city of Val-
letta, founded soon after, in 1566. The Knights 
of St John, aided by the most respected Euro-
pean military engineers of the 16th century, 
conceived and planned the city as a single, 
holistic creation of the late Renaissance, with 
a uniform grid plan within fortified and bas-
tioned city walls. Since its creation, the city 
has witnessed a number of rebuilding proj-
ects, yet those have not compromised the 
harmony between the dramatic topography 
and the Hippodamian grid. The fabric of the 
city includes a compact ensemble of 320 

monuments that encapsulate every aspect 
of the civil, religious, artistic, and military 
functions of its illustrious founders. These 
include the 16th-century buildings relating 
to the founding of the Renaissance city, such 
as the cathedral of St John, the Palace of the 
Grand Master, the Auberge de Castile et Léon, 
the Auberge de Provence, the Auberge d’Ital-
ie, the Auberge d’Aragon and the Infirmary 
of the Order and the churches of Our Lady of 
Victory, St Catherine and il Gesù, as well as 
the improvements attributed to the military 
engineers and architects of the 18th century 
such as the Auberge de Bavière, the Church of 
the Shipwreck of St Paul, the Library and the 
Manoel Theatre. 

(Source: UNESCO) 

Khuzestan mosques among Iran’s nominees for 
UNESCO collective listing: provincial tourism chief

Preserving Jiroft site  
vital to Iran’s civilizational identity
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Tehran exemplifies peaceful coexistence 
among religions, governor-general says

CCTV journalist highlights Khuzestan’s cultural heritage

Iran to hold international tourism content festival

Glimpses of World Heritage sites: City of Valletta



  From page 1    The official 
made the remarks while ad-
dressing an event on the smart 
e-health system, titled ‘AI in the 
health sector’.

The official underlined the 
importance of utilizing AI to in-
crease the speed, precision, and 
quality of health services, saying 
that AI can ease the lack of hu-
man resources in the health sec-
tor, lower diagnostic and treat-
ment errors, and contribute to 
efficient use of big data. 

He elaborated on a wide range 
of AI applications in the field of 
health, such as predicting pan-
demic outbreaks, preventing 
health problems using AI wear-
ables, and offering personalized 
care as personal smart assis-
tants.

Highlighting the wide use of 
AI in diagnosis and treatment, 
the official said that in patholo-
gy and radiology, AI has sped up 
and enhanced the accuracy of 
diagnosis. Also, in the future, AI 
will personalize treatment plans 
based on the individual charac-
teristics of patients.

Jafarian also highlighted the 
potential of AI in improving pub-
lic health, such as raising public 
health awareness using self-

care AI applications, launching 
a health observatory to predict 
disease outbreaks using AI-pow-
ered systems, designing a smart 
referral system, developing 
smart hospitals, and an efficient 
insurance system.

Smart healthcare system 
crucial

In August,  Health Minister 
Mohammad-Reza Zafarqandi 
emphasized the importance of 
artificial intelligence (AI), tele-
medicine, and mobile health in 
managing non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs).

Developing a smart healthcare 

system and increasing public 
awareness through preventive 
education and the promotion of 
health literacy are the key points 
in the future of the healthcare 
system, IRNA quoted Zafarqandi 
as saying. The adoption of mod-
ern technologies is unavoidable, 
so these tools can be employed 
to reduce costs and facilitate ac-
cess to services, he added.

The official made the remarks 
while addressing the first ses-
sion of the national committee 
for the prevention and control of 
NCD.

People’s health is not limit-
ed to medical treatment; health 

literacy and education play a 
significant role in improving the 
health of the society, as well, he 
noted.

Highlighting the importance 
of education and self-care, Za-
farqandi said that raising pub-
lic awareness of the primary 
symptoms of diseases will lead 
to early detection, which in turn 
will lower treatment costs and 
improve the success rate.

The official also stressed the 
need for the development of 
national, operational programs 
that are implementable in each 
province, as well as holding 
workshops for the implemen-
tation of screening programs 
for hypertension, diabetes, and 
blood lipids.

NCDs in Iran account for 82 
percent of all deaths. Over the 
past 20 years, deaths caused by 
NCDs have risen by 14.5 percent.

Cancers, diabetes, cardiovas-
cular diseases, chronic respira-
tory diseases, and mental health 
diseases are the five main cate-
gories of NCDs.

Early screening of non-com-
municable diseases and control 
of risk factors are the two ways 
to deal with the diseases.

TEHRAN – Iran has implement-
ed the first biometric system 
check for identity verification of 
foreign nationals, especially Af-
ghan refugees, at the Dogharon 
border terminal in the city of 
Taibad, northeastern Khorasan 
Razavi province.

The system will play a key role 
in organizing the entry and exit 
of the Afghan migrants at the 
Dogharon border, which is the 
primary entry point for Afghan 
nationals traveling to Iran, IRNA 
quoted Amirollah Shamqadari, 
an official with the provincial 
law enforcement department, as 
saying.

The system will soon be 
launched at the country’s other 
border terminals to monitor the 
entrance and exit of all foreign 
nationals, the official added.

Biometric tests, such as scan-
ning fingerprints, iris, and tak-
ing facial images of citizens, are 
collected and registered so that 
when a foreign national is de-
ported, they cannot re-enter the 
country.

In the first nine months of 
2025, more than 1.7 million Af-
ghan refugees returned from 
Iran to Afghanistan, the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) reported in a 
press release on October 27.

Returns to Afghanistan con-
tinue at Dogharon: During the 
reporting week, nearly 120 bus-

es carrying an estimated 4,700 
returnees crossed the border, 
alongside 18 voluntary returns 
under the Voluntary Repatriation 
(VolRep) program.

Following the headcount slip 
expiry on 20 March 2025, the 
Government of Iran launched a 
regularization/return scheme 
for the two million affected Af-
ghans. Slip holders must under-
go government assessments to 
determine whether they are al-
lowed to remain.

Daily returns rose sharply in 
mid-June, with July 4 registering 
over 39,400 returns in a single 
day. Since then, the trend has de-
clined.

Between October 19 to 25, 
the average daily returns were 
2,800, representing a four per-
cent decrease compared to the 
2,900 in the previous week. 
Nevertheless, the current level 
remains above the first quarter 
of 2025, when the daily average 
was approximately 2,300.

As of 25 October, over 1.5 mil-
lion Afghans returned from Iran 
since March 20, and over 1.7 mil-
lion since the beginning of the 
year, bringing the total returns 
from both Iran and Pakistan in 
2025 to some 2.3 million.

UNHCR reiterates concern that 
many Afghans —regardless of 
status—face serious protection 
risks in Afghanistan due to the 
current human rights situation, 

especially women and girls.

Global investment essential 
for sustainable return of refu-
gees

Iran’s UN envoy to Geneva, 
Ali Bahreini, has called for the 
international community’s in-
vestment in infrastructure, em-
ployment, education, and other 
services to improve conditions in 
Afghanistan for the sustainable 
return of refugees to their home 
countries.

Addressing the 116th Session 
of the Council of the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration 
(IOM) on Wednesday, the official 
said, “Forced displacement has 
increased due to conflicts and 
increasing global instability.”

However, “the severe pres-
sure on host communities and 

the lack of international aid have 
made it impossible for this sit-
uation to continue indefinite-
ly,” Bahreini made the remarks 
in reference to Iran’s generous 
hosting of millions of Afghan cit-
izens for more than four decades, 
despite unlawful sanctions, IRNA 
reported.

Highlighting that “Iran re-
serves its sovereign right to re-
turn unauthorized nationals,” the 
representative also urged senior 
IOM officials to pay a visit to 
Iran’s border areas to get first-
hand information and find real 
common solutions.

The latest global migration de-
velopments, as well as policies 
and cooperation for effective 
management of international 
migration, were discussed in the 
IOM meeting.

TEHRAN – Researchers from Iran and 12 
foreign countries, namely Spain, Italy, Iceland, 
Australia, Mexico, China, India, England, Alge-
ria, Denmark, Turkey, and Azerbaijan, partic-
ipated in the 11th International Conference 
on Signal Processing and Intelligent Systems 
(ICSPIS 2025).

Hosted by Mazandaran University of Sci-
ence and Technology, the event took place 
on December 24 and 25, both in-person and 
online.

It involved educational workshops and 
specialized meetings. Out of 239 submitted 
articles, 125 were accepted to be presented, 
90 percent of which were in English, IRNA 
reported.

The conference focused on the latest in-
novations and challenges in emerging fields, 
including artificial intelligence (AI), deep 
learning, and advanced signal processing 
applications, providing a valuable opportuni-
ty for domestic and international experts to 
share knowledge, exchange scientific find-
ings, and foster collaborations.

The conference was divided into three 
tracks. The first included Signal Processing, 
Medical Image Processing, Audio and Speech 
Processing, Image and Video Processing, and 
Remote Sensing.

The second track focused on Pattern Rec-
ognition, Machine Learning, Data Mining, Ro-
botics, and Soft Computing.

The third one was centered around Smart 
Computer Networks, Smart Grids,  Internet 
of Things, and Industrial Automation.

Iran advances in AI scientific research in-
dex

According to Nature Index, the country’s 
ranking in scientific production in Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) has improved from 33 
to 30, placing the country among the top 
50 leaders, Hossein Afshin, the head of the 
vice-presidency for science and technology, 
has said.

Iran’s ranking in the region fluctuates be-

tween 14 to 17, which is mainly due to focusing 
on quality, he said, adding, “We’re optimistic 
to improve the country’s scientific position 
within the next two years,” IRNA reported.

The official went on to say that the country 
is following up on developing AI infrastruc-
ture, including the AI platform and the AI as-
sistant, in the near future.

According to the latest report by Oxford 
Insights index, which measures government 
readiness for implementing AI in public ser-
vices, Iran ranks 91st among 188 countries, 
moving up three positions compared to 94th 
in 2023.

AI has a key role to play –not just in gov-
erning the technology, but in helping govern-
ments perform better.

The Government AI Readiness Index has 
become a trusted resource for policymakers, 
adopted as an official benchmark by national 
governments.

In this year’s edition, the AI readiness of 
188 countries is examined at a time of grow-
ing complexity, where governments face 
evolving citizen needs and challenges like 
economic uncertainty, climate risks, and ris-
ing inequalities.

The 2024 index examines 40 indicators 
across three pillars: Government, Technology 
Sector, and Data & Infrastructure. It high-
lights progress, identifies gaps, and provides 
actionable insights for policymakers working 
to integrate AI into public service delivery.

At its core, the index asks, ‘How ready are 
governments to implement AI in the delivery 
of public services?’ By answering this ques-
tion, it aims to offer a practical tool that sup-
ports evidence-based decision-making and 
helps policymakers unlock AI’s potential to 
serve citizens better worldwide.

Accordingly, the country’s best ranking is 
in the Data and Infrastructure pillar, 66.29, 
which has improved compared to 55.88 last 
year. It includes infrastructure (70), data 
availability (43), and data representativeness 
(121) indicators.

TEHRAN – The National Road Safety Com-
mission (NRSC), in cooperation with the 
World Health Organization (WHO) Country 
Office in Iran, has organized a high-level con-
sultation workshop on motorcycle safety and 
helmet standards, under the United Nations 
Road Safety Fund (UNRSF) 2024 workplan in 
Tehran.

The workshop was held on November 19 at 
the Iranian National Museum of Medical Sci-
ences History.

 The event convened representatives from 
government authorities, technical insti-
tutions, and civil society to drive a unified 
approach to reducing motorcycle-related 
deaths and injuries, the WHO website an-
nounced in a press release on December 24.

Although certified helmets are available in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, affordability con-
straints, counterfeit products, and the scar-
city of child-appropriate helmets undermine 
safe and consistent helmet use. Congested 
urban environments, limited training, and 
inconsistent compliance with traffic rules 
compound the problems, and fragmented 
data across police, health, and transport sys-
tems further limit effective enforcement and 
strategic decision-making.

Motorcyclists constitute a significant 
proportion of the fatalities, estimated to be 
around 40 percent on urban roads and ap-
proximately 20  percent on inter-city roads. 
Surveys show that in the first six months of 
the year 2025, approximately 48 percent of 
traffic accident victims in Tehran city were 
motorcyclists.

The workshop allowed stakeholders to re-
view existing gaps, compare national practic-
es with international best practices and evi-
dence, and explore options for strengthening 
helmet standards, upgrading enforcement 
mechanisms, and aligning regulations with 
internationally recognized frameworks such 
as UN Regulation No. 22.

Through interactive discussions, partici-
pants mapped behavioural, economic, regu-
latory, and institutional challenges. Discus-
sions highlighted the need for coordinated 
multisectoral action bringing together the 
NRSC, Traffic Police, the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Education, Institute of Stan-
dards and Industrial Research of Iran (ISIRI), 
municipal authorities, academia, civil society, 
and private-sector partners to advance mo-
torcycle safety at scale.

The consultation concluded with a set of 
actionable next steps, including strength-
ening helmet legislation, upgrading national 
standards, enhancing data systems, expand-
ing public awareness initiatives, and rein-
forcing market surveillance and enforcement 
capacity, which together will enhance road 
safety and protect millions of motorcycle us-
ers across Iran.

In the first eight months of the current Ira-
nian year (started on March 21), the death toll 
among motorcyclists in Tehran has increased 
by 50 percent, compared to the same period 
last year, ISNA reported.

According to the latest statistics, 46 per-
cent of motorcycle rider fatalities were in the 
18-to-35 age group, the majority of whom 
were not wearing a safety helmet.
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Philanthropists support 28,000 
orphans, deprived children

Iranian benefactors have made cash and kind contributions from the 
beginning of the holy month of Ramadan (starting on May 6) to help 
28,000 children who are either orphaned or whose parents are financially 
struggling, deputy director of Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation has an-
nounced.

There are currently 600,000 philanthropists who support orphaned 
children as well as children living in families in financial distress, IRNA 
quoted Alireza Asgarian as saying on Wednesday.

The foundation also intends to build housing units for families who 
cannot afford to rent houses, he added.

تحت  را  سرپرست  بی  کودک  هزار  مردم 28 
حمایت قرار دادند

معاون توسعه مشارکت‌های مردمی کمیته امداد امام خمینی )ره( گفت: 
خیرین و نیکوکاران کشور از ابتدای ماه مبارک رمضان تاکنون 28 هزار 
کودک بی‌سرپرست را تحت حمایت های مالی و غیرمالی خود قرار دادند.

علیرضا عسگریان روز چهار‌شنبه در گفت و گو با خبرنگار اجتماعی ایرنا 
افزود: ، 600 هزار حامی در سطح کشور در یاری ‌رسانی به ایتام و فرزندان 

محسنین با کمیته امداد همکاری دارند.
عسگریان اظهار داشت: ساخت مسکن برای خانواده های تحت پوشش 
کمیته امداد از دیگر برنامه‌های اجرایی و دارای اولویت کاری این نهاد در 

سال جاری است. 
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Smart e-health using AI aims to 
transform healthcare system

Iran launches first biometric system check for Afghan refugees

12 countries attend Intl. Conference on 
Signal Processing, Intelligent Systems

Workshop held to reduce  
motorcycle-related deaths, injuries



TEHRAN – The Persian transla-
tion of the book “December 2015 
Massacre of Shiites in Nigeria: 
Survivors Accounts” written by 
Ibrahim Musa has been released 
in Iran.

Translated by Maryam Afshar, 
the book has been brought out by 
Rahyar Publication in 144 pages, 
Mehr reported.

Originally published in 2020, 
the book delves deep into the 
harrowing accounts of 24 resil-
ient survivors who witnessed the 
unimaginable horrors unleashed 
upon unarmed Shia civilians in 
Zaria, Nigeria. 

In this gripping narrative, the 
survivors break their silence, 
shedding light on the dark forc-
es that conspired to silence their 
community and their quest for 
justice. From the chaos and con-
fusion to the sheer resilience of 
the human spirit, their testimo-
nies will leave you spellbound 
and incite a burning desire for 
change.

The book uncovers the depths 
of the massacre, unraveling the 
chilling truths that the Nigerian 
military and government have 
tried to bury. Through their vivid 
recollections, the readers bear 
witness to the scale of human 
suffering, the courage to con-
front adversity, and the enduring 
fight for truth and accountability.

Their stories awaken social 
conscience, challenging the 
world to acknowledge the untold 
narratives that demand justice 
and lasting change.

Amnesty International (AI) has 
corroborated the true accounts 
of the 24 persons who sur-
vived the December 2015 violent 
face-off between the convoy of 
the Chief of Army Staff (COAS), 
Lieutenant General Tukur Bu-
ratai, and members of the Islam-
ic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) in 
Zaria, Kaduna State.

AI had brought out a brief re-
port after it carried out an exten-
sive and meticulous investigation 
into the incident. The findings of 
AI greatly corroborated the tales 
of those who survived the ugly 
incident, as captured in the book.

In the Zaria massacre, also 

known as the Buhari massa-
cre, at least 1000 civilians were 
killed, with 347 bodies secret-
ly buried by the Army in a mass 
grave.

The Army claimed that it had 
responded to an attempt to as-
sassinate Nigeria’s Chief of Army 
Staff, Tukur Buratai, by the Is-
lamic Movement (IMN) in Nige-
ria. This claim has been strongly 
rejected by the IMN and several 
human rights organizations, who 
argue that the massacre oc-
curred without any provocation 
and that all the protestors were 
unarmed.

Some of the injured within a 
makeshift hospital were burned 
alive, according to a report by 
Amnesty International. Accord-
ing to a Human Rights Watch 
report, Nigeria’s government 
buried the bodies without family 
members’ permission.

The incident is considered 
among the “notable human 
rights violations since the return 
to democracy” in Nigeria.

“December 2015 Massacre of 
Shiites in Nigeria: Survivors’ Ac-
counts” presents a new, unique 
narration of what actually hap-
pened on those dark days of 
December 12 to 14, 2015, as told 
by the survivors of the heinous 
Zaria massacre, as it became 
known, including that of the in-
carcerated Shiite leader Sheikh 
Ibrahim Zakzaky.

An outspoken and prominent 
Shi’a leader in Nigeria, Sheikh 
Zakzaky, has been imprisoned 
several times for what he sees 
as injustice, especially the sys-
tem of corruption in his coun-
try. He claims that only Islam 
can offer a solution to the com-
plex socio-political problems 
facing Nigeria, which has, over 

the years, stagnated the coun-
try’s development.

Sheikh Zakzaky is the head 
of Nigeria’s Islamic Movement, 
which he started in the late 
1970s, when he was a student 
at Ahmadu Bello University, and 
began propagating Shia Islam 
around 1979, at the time of the 
Islamic Revolution, which saw 
Iran’s monarchy overthrown and 
replaced with an Islamic republic 
under Imam Khomeini. 

Zakzaky believed that the es-
tablishment of a republic along 
similar religious lines in Nigeria 
would be feasible. He has been 
detained several times due to 
accusations of civil disobedi-
ence or recalcitrance under mil-
itary regimes in Nigeria during 
the 1980s and 1990s, and is still 
viewed with suspicion or as a 
threat by Nigerian authorities. 

In December 2015, the Nigeri-
an Army raided his residence in 
Zaria, seriously injured him, and 
killed hundreds of his follow-
ers. Since then, he has remained 
under state detention in the na-
tion’s capital pending his release, 
which was ordered in late 2016.

Another compelling feature 
of “December 2015 Massacre of 
Shiites in Nigeria: Survivors Ac-
counts” is the inclusion of the 
testimony of the Secretary to the 
state government (SSG) of Kadu-
na gave the Judicial Commission 
of Inquiry (JCI) that was set up 
by the same government on the 
crisis. 

The book seeks to bridge the 
communication gap that has ex-
isted between members of the 
Movement and the Nigerian pub-
lic, in particular, and the inter-
national community in general, 
over the war crimes committed 
by the Nigerian Military in Zaria.

Ibrahim Musa, 59, is a journal-
ist by profession based in Kadu-
na state, Nigeria. He graduated 
from the prestigious Ahmadu 
Bello University in Zaria in 2006 
with a degree in Mass Communi-
cation. He started my journalistic 
career in 1991 as the founding 
editor of a Zaria-based newspa-
per.

TEHRAN- Renowned film actress and the-
ater enthusiast Shirin Yazdanbakhsh passed 
away in a Tehran hospital on Thursday, due 
to complications from a brain stroke she had 
suffered several months prior. She was 76.  

Maryam Masoudi, the niece of Shirin 
Yazdanbakhsh, commented on her passing: 
“Shirin Yazdanbakhsh suffered a stroke in 
October, but she refused to disclose her ill-
ness publicly, respecting her own wishes.”

“At Shirin Yazdanbakhsh’s request, her 
farewell ceremony was held without prior 
announcement. She wanted her friends to 
remember her with a final smile,” she added, 
Mehr reported. 

She was laid to rest on Friday, without pub-
lic announcement and media coverage, the 
report added. 

Born in 1948, in Isfahan, Yazdanbakhsh 
moved to Behbahan, Khuzestan, at the age of 
four due to her father’s military career. She 

spent her subsequent years in various cities. 
She was widowed at the age of 42 and had 
no children.

Prior to her acting career, Yazdanbakhsh 
worked for 32 years as a government em-
ployee in the Tobacco Department and retired 
from service. Despite her passion for theater 
and music, she had no formal training in act-
ing or theater rehearsals. An avid theatre-go-
er and music lover, she entered the cinematic 
scene unexpectedly.

Yazdanbakhsh’s cinematic debut was in 
“Please Do Not Disturb”, directed by Mohsen 
Abdolvahab, upon the request of the film-
maker. Her performance earned her the 
Crystal Simorgh for Best Supporting Actress 
at the Fajr Film Festival. She was also nom-
inated for the same award for her roles in 
“Kissing the Moon-Like Face” by Homayoun 
Asadian and “Eternity and One Day” by Saeid 
Rustai.

Her filmography includes noteworthy ti-

tles such as “ A Separation” by Asghar Farhadi, 

“Melbourne” by Nima Javidi, “Closer” by Mosta-

fa Ahmadi, “Sara and Aida” by Maziar Miri, and 

“Spider” by Ebrahim Irajzad among others. 

TEHRAN – Two Iranian filmmakers Meysam 
Abbasi and Inaz Javan are among the jury mem-
bers of the 4th Asian Talent International Film 
Festival, which will be held in Ahmednagar, Ma-
harashtra, India, on December 29.

They serve on the jury panel along with In-
dian directors Tushar Thorat, Sankhadeep 
Chakraborty, Sanjay Sanwal, and Runa Laila and 
Dutch artists Adrie Van de Nieuwenhof and Ayse 
Top, Mehr reported.

The festival seeks to connect all the film-
makers from the Asian continent and inculcate 
a basic understanding of cinema in the coming 
generations.
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Best way to defend Islam, is to practice Islam.

Prophet Muhammad (S)

Book on survivors’ accounts of 2015 massacre 
of Shiites in Nigeria available in Persian

Renowned actress Shirin Yazdanbakhsh passes away at 76  

Two Iranian filmmakers serving on jury  
of 4th Asian Talent International Film Festival in India

Painting 

* A collection of paintings by Mohammad Khalili is currently on display 
in an exhibit at Binesh Gallery. 

Named “The Third Fact”, the exhibition runs until January 3, 2026 at the 
gallery located at 22 Khakzad Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave.

* Paintings by Parviz Rouzbeh are on display in an exhibition at Negar 
Gallery.  

The exhibit named “A Tangled Web” will be running until January 5 at the 
gallery, which can be found at No. 5, Bahrami alley, Mashahir Street, Qaem 
Maqam Farahani Avenue.

* Hoor Gallery is currently playing host to an exhibition of paintings by 
Yaqoub Emdadian. 

The exhibition named “Winter” will be running until January 16 at the 
gallery located at 12 Naeimi Alley, North Mirza Shirazi St., off Motahhari 
Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Ofoq Hosseini is on view in an exhibi-
tion at O Gallery. 

The exhibit named “The Flowers Are Alive and Vibrant, But A Veil 
Holds Them Back” will be running until January 6 at the gallery, which 
can be found at 8 Shahin St., Sanai St.

* A collection of paintings by Nima Faez and Nima Balazadeh is on 
display in an exhibition at Tarrahan Azad Gallery. 

The exhibition named “Lucid Madness” will be running until January 6 
at the gallery located at 5 Salmas Square, off Fatemi St.

* A collection of paintings by Sattar Karimi is on view in an exhibition 
at Iranshahr Gallery.  

The exhibit named “Reflection of Me” will run until January 6 at the 
gallery that can be found at 69 Sepand St., off Karim Khan Ave.

* A collection of paintings by Roya Olad Haji 
is on view in an exhibition at Sepand Gallery.

The exhibit will run until January 9 at the gallery located at No. 22, 
Sepand Alley, Ostad Jafar Shahri St., Karim Khan Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Leila Miri is underway at Aria Gallery.
The exhibit will be running until January 9 at the gallery located at No. 

10 Zarrin Alley, near Beheshti St., Vali-e Asr Ave.

Sculpture
* A collection of sculptures by Soheila 

Rahai is on display at Afrand Gallery. 
The exhibit named “Pinhole” will continue until January 9 at the 

gallery located at 48 Jalal Hosseini St., Ja-
han Ara St., off Jalal Ale-Ahmad Highway.

* Sharif Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of sculptures by Amir 
Mehdi Zahedi.  

The exhibit entitled “Act XIII” will be running until January 16 at the gallery 
that can be found at 11 Mahruzadeh Alley, Shariati Ave. near Quds Square. 

What’s in Tehran art galleries


