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On January 10, 2026, thousands of people participated in the mourning and memorial ceremonies for two police officers recently martyred in Shiraz, Fars Province.

Protests in Iran under the
lens of energy and artificial

intelligence

By Xavier Villar

MADRID - As the Portuguese international relations
scholar Bruno Magaes has argued in a recent article, for
years the most derided “conspiracy theorists” reduced
every international conflict to a single variable: oil. “Follow
the pipeline,” they would insist. Today, as tensions with the
Islamic Republic of Iran intensify, much analysis has shifted
toward explanations centered on ideology, sectarian rivalry
or nuclear proliferation, as if geography and resources had
ceased to matter. Yet the course of events suggests that
those often-dismissed readings captured a structural
dimension that remains central and deserves to be

reconsidered with greater seriousness.

The current posture of the United States toward Tehran,
defined by sustained economic pressure and repeated
efforts to constrain Iran’s strategic room for maneuver,
can only be understood by connecting several structural
factors. The first is Iran’s geostrategic location,

Following a surge in unrest,
Iran breathes again

Why the unrest in Iran fizzled
after 48 hours

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - The Iranian business owners that had started
a chain of protests over the fall of the Iranian Rial in late
December were nowhere to be seen Thursday night. The
streets were instead occupied by relatively small groups
of young and overwhelmed individuals, who probably
didn’t think they would end up bearing witness to what
they did that harrowing night.

Some that ended up in police custody said they had
decided to take to the streets after being influenced by posts
on social media. “We wanted to have some fun and vent out
our emotions,” said a teenage boy in a video published by
police. His face is blurred out, and voice altered to protect his
identity. What the 17-year-old had not been notified of by
the social media posts was that with him, dozens of armed
individuals were also going to be present, masked men that
would proceed to kill people and security forces alike, and
set fire to government entities, residential buildings, private
businesses, fire stations, police stations, mosques, traditional
mouming homes, supermarkets, and random vehicles
parked in the streets.

By staff writer

TEHRAN - Following a period of intense and chaotic
riots across Iran, reports show security forces have
successfully restored order and public calm to cities
across Iran.

Several Iranian cities experienced a particularly
violent surge in unrest on the Thursday and Friday
nights, characterized by attacks on public properties
and government facilities, as well as terrorist attacks
martyring dozens of security forces and civilians.

The initial impetus for these incidents, which began
as peaceful demonstrations, stemmed from a complex
mix of economic challenges and market volatility, partly
caused by decades of Western sanctions targeting the
country’s economy.

Iranian authorities have said that the Iranian people
possess the right to express themselves and that their
voices deserve to be amplified.

» Pages 2-3
Iran and the recycled ~Iran thanks Oman for
playbook of subversion mediation efforts,
says bilateral ties will
By Sondoss Al Asaad ;
BEIRUT—As Iran once again finds itself . continue tO grOW

under intense political, economic, and media
pressure, the current moment cannot be
understood in isolation.

What is unfolding today—crippling
sanctions, economic suffocation,
externally inflamed unrest, and relentless
demonization—is not spontaneous. It is
the revival of a familiar Western playbook,
one that is repeatedly deployed against
states that refuse submission to American
hegemony and the Israeli enemy’s strategic
dominance.

History shows that when a state insists on
sovereignty, independent decision-making,
and control over its resources, it becomes a
target. Iran’s experience is neither unique nor
new; it is simply the latest chapter in a long
record of engineered destabilization. » Page 2

TEHRAN - Oman'’s Foreign Minister Badr
bin Hamad Al Busaidi spent a day in Tehran
on Saturday, where he held conversations
< with top Iranian officials as part of the two
countries’ frequent exchanges on bilateral
and regional issues.

Al Busaidi was first received by his
Iranian counterpart, Abbas Araghchi.
The two diplomats held a joint press
conference after a relatively long meeting,
during which they committed to increasing
bilateral cooperation and deepening the
already cordial ties between their nations.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Sultanate of Oman are eager to develop
their bilateral cooperation and work jointly
to bring peace and stability to the West
' Asiaregion,” » Page 2
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Vandalism will
not be tolerated,
Pezeshkian asserts

TEHRAN - In a televised program aired on
Sunday afternoon, President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said his government has decided to re-
solve economic problems faced by business
owners and the people.

“We are decisive to resolve the problems of
businessowners and people in every way pos-
sible,” Pezeshkian asserted.

Recently the government has adopted an
economic reform plan according to which the
subsidized foreign currency will not be allocat-
ed to importers of basic commodities, such as
cooking oil and corn, and instead put the mon-
ey in the accounts of the heads of households.

The preferential foreign currency subsidy to
importers was a source of corruption as they
manipulated the prices of basic commodities
and amassed great benefits.» Page 3

Knowledge-based
companies to
attend WebSummit
in Qatar

TEHRAN - A delegation of Iranian knowl-
edge-based companies will participate in
WebSummit 2026 which is scheduled to be
held from February 1-4 in Doha, Qatar.

WebSummit is one of the most important
events in the world in the fields of technol-
ogy, innovation, investment, and entrepre-
neurship, IRNA reported.

The Organization for Development of In-
ternational Scientific and Technological Co-
operation supports the delegation.

Doha Exhibition and Convention Center
(DECC) will host the four-day expo. » Page 7

Iron ore concentrate
production
increases 7.7%in 9
months on year

TEHRAN- The production of iron ore con-
centrate in Iran rose 7.7 percent in the first
nine months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Decemebr 21, 2025), as com-
pared to the same period of time in the past
year.

As reported, the country produced 58,425
million tons of iron ore concentrate in the
nine-month period of this year, while the fig-
ure was 54,237 million tons in the same peri-
od of time in the previous year.

Iron ore concentrate is an output product
from processed iron ores that have been
milled (crush, grind, magnetic separation,
flotation) to separate deleterious elements
and produce a high-quality product.

France to host “Iran
Cinema Days”

TEHRAN - A cinematic event titled “Iran
Cinema Days in France 2026,” seeking to in-
troduce new talents in Iran cinema to French
audiences, has called for submissions.

Organized by the Franco-Iranian Center
in Paris and the Silk Road Cinema Club, the
event will be held from March to December,
IRNA reported.

“From the ancient route of Silk Road to
Paris screens; Iranian narration, French per-
spective” is the slogan for the event, which
includes the screening of a selection of Ira-
nian feature films as well as Q&A sessions
with filmmakers.

According to the announcement, the call
will be open until January 30 and the selec-
tion committee will choose several feature
films for the event.

The Franco-Iranian Center is a French as-
sociation created in 2016 and based in Paris.
It aims to deepen and develop Franco-Irani-
an relations in all areas (institutional, eco-
nomic and commercial, cultural and artis-
tic, sporting, academic, etc.) and to work to
strengthen the bonds of friendship between
the French and Iranian peoples and the two
countries. » Page 8
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Following a surge in unrest, Iran breathes again

From page 1 » However, they point to
the US. and Israel as the primary cause of
the violent riots and terrorist attacks that
followed the protests.

Government officials clarify a distinction
between legitimate peaceful protest and
acts of violence and say some groups and
individuals, backed by the US. and Israel,
have sought to exploit public grievances for
disruptive or violent actions, aiming to create
chaos in Iran.

This unprecedented level of violence was
also fueled by hostile remarks made by US.
President Donald Trump, as well as foreign-
backed “opposition groups” outside the
country.

Government and military authorities
have issued statements reaffirming their
commitment to confronting the armed
rioters and safeguarding national security.

High-ranking officials, including the
Leader of Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali
Larijani, and security and military leaders,
have unequivocally said Tehran will confront
terrorists and violent actors seeking to sow
chaos.

According to security bodies, Hundreds of
individuals affiliated with terrorist groups
and armed opposition have been arrested so
far, and a substantial amount of weaponry
has been seized.

Furthermore, several individuals have been
detained on charges of collaboration with
the foreign intelligence agencies, including a
foreign national who entered Iran “on behalf
of Israeli intelligence” covertly to gather
information and assess the activities of the
regime’s “terrorist agents,” according to IRGC
Intelligence.

However, despite multiple calls from
hostile anti-Iran groups outside the country,
Iranian cities remain relatively quiet, with
only sporadic gatherings reported in several
regions.

Calm across the country

Eyewitness accounts as well as reports
from the Mehr News Agency indicate that
calm has settled in most areas and there
has been a significant decrease in traffic and
disturbances in various provinces and cities
on Saturday night and Sunday:

- Semnan: The city of Samanan (provincial
capital) has completely entered a state of
peace. The city did not engage in any rioting
and only organized a small gathering of
individuals, lasting approximately ten
minutes, and subsequently dispersed. People
condemned the riots and terror attacks with
marches on Sunday.

- Isfahan: A small number of people
gathered in various points throughout the
city of Isfahan (provincial capital), but there

was no significant upheaval.

- Markazi: There was no significant
gatherings on in its capital Arak, Saveh, and
Shazand, with reports of calm atmosphere.
However, in the city of Mahallat, a limited
number of rioters gathered on the streets
and attempted to damage public property,
which was successfully thwarted by security
guards.

- Fars: The province did not face a
significant gathering on Saturday, in Shiraz
(its capital) and other areas of the province.

- Zanjan: Reports indicate the city of
Zanjan (capital) and other regions of the
province were calm and without conflict or
destruction.

- West Azerbaijan : A similar pattern was
observed across this province. There was no
widespread unrest or destruction.

- llam: Similarly, Ilam experienced no
significant disturbances.

- Kishand Qeshm: Bothislands experienced
a calm night.

- Yazd: Its capital was largely undisturbed
and no significant unrest reported there.

Nationwide condemnations

Both on Saturday and Sunday, the country
witnessed marches of people showing
an impression of broad support for the
Islamic Republic and condemnation of the
disturbances.

The people of Kermanshah were gathered
for memorial and protest ceremonies
commemorating the martyrdom of two
security forces, Mohammad Sheidaei and
Mohsen Jamali, as well as a solemn ceremony
for the 9-year-old martyr Melina Asadi, to
express their grief.

During these ceremonies, people chanted
slogans in support of the security forces and
condemning the disturbances.

There was also a solemn ceremony in the
northern city of Rasht, Gilan, mourning the
martyred nurse Marzie Nabinia, who was
tending to patients when terrorists attacked
the Imam Sajjad Clinic.

Other provinces also organized marches
condemning the disturbances and protests.

Some marches were held after the
Maghreb prayers.

Nationwide rallies are planned for Monday
afternoon to condemn the disturbances,
terrorist attacks, and the destabilizing
actions of the U.S. and Israel.

For decades, foreign actors have
persistently sought to disrupt and unsettle
Iran to regain lost influence after the 1979
revolution. However, these efforts have
consistently been thwarted by the resilience
of the Iranian people and the country’s
security forces, demonstrating a remarkable
ability to maintain stability.

Those who trigger fire will not escape
unharmed, Iran FM tells US

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
on Saturday night reacted to the United
States’ provocation of violent protests in
Iran, saying those who trigger fires will not
escape unharmed.

A few days ago, when protests were taking
place in certain cities in Iran, Mike Pompeo, an
anti-Iran zealot who served as the CIA chief
and Secretary of State in Donald Trump’s first
administration, said agents from the Israeli
Mossad spy service are among the rioters.

Writing on his X account, Araghchi said

the US. administration claims this is an
“illusion” that Israel and the United States
are fueling the riots in Iran “but there is one
problem: the former chief of the CIA during
Trump’s presidency openly and unashamedly
disclosed what Mossad and supporters of
America are doing” among the rioters in Iran.

The Iranian foreign minister added the only
“illusory” aspect of the current situation is
that the U.S. and the Zionist regime suffer
from the fantasy that the fire will not finally
“burn” those who trigger it.

IRGC arrests foreigner operating ‘on behalf

of Israel’ in the unrest

TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) Intelligence Organization
announced Saturday it apprehended a
foreign national who had covertly entered
Iran “on behalf of Israeli spy service” to
gather information and assess the activities

) G

of the Israeli regime’s “terrorist agents”

In its official statement, IRGC intelligence
body also said it discovered “conclusive
evidence” of the arrested individual's
espionage activities.

It did not disclose further details regarding

the matter, including the nationality of the
apprehended individual.

Since the beginning of 2026, Iran has been
grappling with a surge of unrest, including
protests, riots, sabotage, and attacks by
individuals and groups engaging in terrorism.

These incidents, originally stemming from
economic hardship and market instability,
escalated violently on Thursday and Friday,
with saboteurs targeting public and private
property and desecrating religious sites.

Why the unrest in Iran fizzled after 48 hours

By Soheila Zarfam

TEHRAN - The Iranian business
owners that had started a chain
of protests over the fall of the
Iranian Rial in late December
were nowhere to be seen
Thursday night. The streets were
instead occupied by relatively
small groups of young and
overwhelmed individuals, who
probably didn’'t think they would
end up bearing witness to what
they did that harrowing night.

Some that ended up in police
custody said they had decided
to take to the streets after being
influenced by posts on social
media. “We wanted to have some
fun and vent out our emotions,”
said a teenage boy in a video
published by police. His face is
blurred out, and voice altered
to protect his identity. What
the 17-year-old had not been
notified of by the social media
posts was that with him, dozens
of armed individuals were also
going to be present, masked men
that would proceed to kill people
and security forces alike, and
set fire to government entities,
residential  buildings, private
businesses, fire stations, police
stations, mosques, traditional
mourning homes, supermarkets,
and random vehicles parked in
the streets.

The next morning, some of the
aftermath looked straight out of
a horror movie. In Tehran, near
the place |l live, an entire 10-story
building had been reduced to a
burnt skeleton. | have passed by
the building almost every day for
the past 18 years. It was home
to a hair salon | once received a
trendy haircut at when | was 15,
a bank | visited to open my first
“adult” account when | was 18,

An armed ‘protester’ firing shots at security forces and people in Kermanshah

and a café | frequented in my
mid-20s. As | stood in front of
the now burnt structure and
stared at it Friday morning, | also
saw my memories lying there
with the ashes.

Many such scenes now
exist in Tehran. Thursday saw
17 government buildings, 24
residential complexes, 25
mosques, 26 banks, three
metro stations, 47 buses, and
27 firefighter trucks get burned
and destroyed, according to the
mayor, Alireza Zakani, addressing
a mayoral meeting on Saturday.

Terrorists also left behind a
trail of blood. In the western
Kermanshah  Province,  for
instance, a three-year-old girl
named Melina was killed in
cold blood. “I was visiting the
pharmacy to get cold medication
for Melina, and baby formula
for my newborn,” explained the
father during an interview with
the IRIB. He can't stop crying.
The reporter also begins to shed

tears at his extremely distressed
sight. “Masked men shot at her
from behind and then ran away.
She died in my own arms. My
Melina’s blood covered my hands!
What am | to do now?”

In the northern city of Rasht,
a female nurse was burnt alive
during her night shift. Rioters set
the medical center she worked at
on fireand prevented firefighters
from reaching the site for several
hours.

The exact number of casualties
is still unknown. Police sent text
messages to Iranian households
Friday night, asking them to
prevent their teenagers and
young adults from leaving their
homes at night if the situation
outside seemed dangerous.
“Armed terrorist factions were
present at some gatherings
last night. They are looking
for victims. Take care of your
children”

Before the protests had
escalated into deadly violence,

multiple Israeli and American
figures announced on social
media that Mossad agents
were “on the ground” with the
demonstrators.

Most reported casualties so
far belong to security forces.
In Qazvin, two officers were
stabbed by terrorists, burned,
and then dumped in a trashcan.
Dozens of security forces were
injured during armed ambushes
on military bases and police
stations across the country. In
Rasht, one officer was mutilated
after a home-made explosive
was thrown at his face, causing
his brain to ooze out.

Riots subsided significantly
on Friday night. Saturday and
Sunday saw relative calm in
most Iranian cities, including
the capital. Police have so far
arrested over 200 “armed
individuals” across the country,
as well as a Mossad agent who
had entered Iran to report on the
unrest.

It appears that violence will
die out in the near future, as
the unprecedented level of
violence is compelling even the
most hard-headed teenagers to
stay away from the streets at
night, and intelligence forces are
helping police and anti-terrorist
units apprehend suspects.

What is now important is that
the government’s economic
team manages to rein in prices
and the currency market’s
fluctuations, issues that spurred
the initial peaceful protests
by the bazaaries. Several new
measures have been rolled out
and put into effect in the past
week, but more time is needed to
judge their effectiveness.

Iran and the recycled playbook of subversion

From page 1 » The 1953 overthrow of
Iran’s democratically elected Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh remains a defining
case study.

Mossadegh’'s crime, in the eyes of
Washington and London, was not
authoritarianism  or  corruption,  but

nationalization of Iran’s oil and reclaim of
economic sovereignty. The response was not
open war but covert subversion.

The coup did not begin with tanks. It began
with economic pressure, media manipulation,
funded opposition networks, and the

deliberate inflation of social tensions.

Internal chaos was manufactured to create
theillusion of state failure. Once the narrative
of collapse was established, democracy was
crushed and the Shah was restored as a
loyal Western client. Iran paid the price with
decades of repression and dependency.

Today, the same logic operates through
modern instruments. Crushing sanctions,
financial suffocation, frozen assets, and trade
restrictions are presented as consequences
of internal mismanagement rather than what
they truly are: acts of economic warfare.

These measures are designed to exhaust
society, provoke anger, and weaken the bond
between state and people.

Itis dangerously naive to believe that those
responsible for currency collapse and rising
poverty are suddenly motivated by concern
for Iranian dignity or freedom.

Hunger is weaponized, not out of
humanitarian impulse, but as a tool of
coercion. Economic strangulation is not
diplomacy—it is destabilization by other
means.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran thanks Oman for mediation
efforts, says bilateral ties will continue to grow

From page 1 » Araghchi stated, adding that
Al Busaidi’s visit to Tehran was yet another
testament to the strong historical and cul-
tural bonds between the countries. “We have
had good historical ties and are ready to ex-
pand them further based on mutual respect
and benefits”

Araghchi said the Iranian and Omani dele-
gations reviewed regional and international
developments during their meeting, includ-
ing those related to Palestine, Yemen, Leba-
non and Syria. He stated that the two sides
stressed the need for cooperation to accom-
plish “peace, security and stability, especially
in the Persian Gulf region.”

Emphasizing Iran’s long-standing ap-
proach towards establishing and strength-
ening relations with its neighbors, as well

as fending off foreign plots to sow discord
in the region, Araghchi commended Oman’s
constructive mediations to resolve disputes.
“Similarly, we appreciate the role of Muscat
and Mr. Badr al-Busaidi during the indirect
talks between Iran and the United States,
which were unfortunately ended with the
American aggression,” he added.

Oman mediated five rounds of nuclear
negotiations between Iran and the United
States in April and May of 2025. The talks
were cancelled after the U.S. and Israel began
a bombing campaign against Iran only days
ahead of a sixth round of discussions. The
attacks killed approximately 1,700 Iranians,
mostly civilians.

In response to a question regarding the Is-
raeli divisive agenda in the region and beyond,

the Iranian foreign minister said both Tehran
and Muscat are against the separation of Ye-
men and would not allow the Israeli regime to
accomplish its goal of parting and weakening
the regional countries. “Such a plot will lead
to insecurity and instability,” he warned.

Reiterating Iran’s support for sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Yemen, Araghchi
said that all countries, including Syria and
Lebanon, must be immune from any foreign
interference and the people there must de-
cide their fate and overcome internal affairs
by themselves.

For his part, Al Busaidi pointed to the
“hopefulness and positive atmosphere” pre-
vailing in the relations between Oman and
Iran.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Protests in Iran under the lens of energy and artificial intelligence

Frompage1» attheintersection
of the Middle East, Central Asia
and the Indian Ocean, with direct
influence over the Persian Gulf
and key global energy routes. The
second is its vast hydrocarbon
reserves, among the largest in
the world, which give the country
enduring weight in any long-

term energy equation. The third
is its strategic partnership with
China, which embeds Iran in an
alternative Eurasian architecture
and reduces its vulnerability to
Western isolation.

To these elements must be
added a fourth factor that is

increasingly relevant and still
often underestimated: global
competition, particularly
between China and the United
States, over artificial intelligence
and the material resources
required to sustain it. Large-
scale Al infrastructure depends
on a stable and abundant
supply of energy, as well as
access to critical raw materials.
In this context, countries with
significant energy reserves and
the ability to integrate into non-
Western supply chains acquire
added strategic value. Iran,
with its energy potential and
its alignment with economies
seeking technological autonomy,
fits squarely into this emerging
logic.

It is at the convergence of
these four points that the real
core of the confrontation comes
into view. Beyond the normative
language of humanrights ornon-
proliferation, the relationship
between Washington and Tehran
reflects a classical balance-of-
power logic, adapted to a world
in which energy, technology
and structural alliances have
once again moved to the
center of international politics.
Understanding this dynamic
requires restoring geography,
resources and technological
transformation to the heart of
theanalysis, where rhetoric often
obscures the more persistent
motivations.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



The president says government is firm to resolve economic
problems faced by business owners and people

Vandalism will not be tolerated,

TEHRAN - In a televised pro-
gram aired on Sunday afternoon,
President Masoud Pezeshkian
said his government has decid-
ed to resolve economic problems
faced by business owners and
the people.

“We are decisive to resolve the
problems of businessowners and
people in every way possible,
Pezeshkian asserted.

Recently the government has
adopted an economic reform
plan according to which the sub-
sidized foreign currency will not
be allocated to importers of ba-
sic commodities, such as cook-
ing oil and corn, and instead put
the money in the accounts of the
heads of households.

The preferential foreign cur-
rency subsidy to importers was
a source of corruption as they
manipulated the prices of basic
commodities and amassed great
benefits.

“So far, some who were gain-
ing astronomical revenues.... will
suffer (lose great benefits) from
the implementation of the gov-
ernment’s economic reforms,
and they may raise their voices
in different ways,” the president
told the audience in the televised
program.

He added the benefits that
these persons were reaping were
“large” and thereby they will not
stand idly by. “(Though) appar-
ently they may not say some-
thing, but they may cause great
disturbances in the society,” the
president pointed out.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
president pointed to the peace-
ful protests that started two
weeks ago but gradually turned
violent under the instigation of

the enemies, saying these vio-
lent protests are a continuation
the 12-day war against Iran by
the Israeli regime and the United
States in June 2025.

“Now, we are witnessing that
the enemy is trying to disrupt
the economy... and intensify the
unrest,” Pezeshkian noted.

The violent protests have led
to death of a number of civilians
and security forces alike. Even a
nurse from the northern city of
Rasht was burned to death as the
rioters put a clinic into flames. A
nine-year-old girl was also killed
inside a car in the western city of
Kermanshah.

The president said the ene-
mies have “trained some inside
and outside the country” for
sabotage acts, facilitated the en-

Pezeshkian asserts

try terrorists into the country to
“burn mosques,” “markets” and
do heinous acts like what hap-

pened in Rasht.

“They also killed some people
with guns, beheaded some, and
burned some in flames,” Pezesh-
kian lamented.

He pointed out those who are
committing such acts “are not
Iranians.”

Pezeshkian added, “Anyone
who has a complaint we listen to
him and study his complaint. This
is our duty.”

Insisting that the brutality
against people cannot be toler-
ated, he said, “Our duty is resolu-
tion of people’s problems. At the
same time, we have another duty
and that is not allowing a num-

Another attack on Iran will have

ber of hooligans cause chaos in
the society.”

He also urged the youth not be
“deceived by the hooligans and
terrorists” and participate in the
protests.

The president asked the fam-
ilies not to allow their children
to join the protests which have
taken a violent course by the
terrorists and hooligans, asking,
“What kind of protest is this to
burn shops, mosques, clinics and
people’s homes.”

Pezeshkian said, “The U.S. and
Israel order these groups to do
sabotage acts and we will sup-
port you”

The president also sympa-
thized with the families who have
lost loved ones in the riots.

same gains, but heavier losses for US
Trump may not be done exploiting the unrest in Iran, and Tehran is ready to respond

By Faramarz Kouhpayeh

TEHRAN - Western media has
been lionizing armed terrorists
that burrowed into Iran’s initial-
ly peaceful demonstrations as
mere “protesters” fighting for
freedom and prosperity. When
occasionally mentioning their
brutal violence, these media out-
lets only point to their vandalism
of government buildings, entire-
ly ignoring the several security
forces and citizens they have
killed, the public transporta-
tion and aide vehicles they have
destroyed, or the private busi-
nesses and homes they have set
ablaze.

Protests were initiated in late
December by Iranian bazaaries,
who had grievances over the cur-
rency crisis that began grappling
Iran in 2018 when U.S. President
Donald Trump started his “max-
imum pressure” campaign, and
worsened significantly in No-
vember and December of 2025.
Iranian authorities said the peo-
ple have the right to protest and
promised to introduce measures
that would ease the crisis. Amer-
ican and Israeli officials, howev-
er, began attempts to exploit the
situation very soon. Their first
few statements focused on gal-
vanizing the protesters, urging
them to instead ask for the gov-
ernment to be toppled, and as-
suring them that Mossad agents
were on the ground to “help”
them. When the bazaaries re-
fused to turn to violence and kept
their demonstrations peaceful,
the agents Americans and Israe-
lis had been boasting about be-
came more active. By Thursday
and Friday, armed terrorists and
overwhelmed teenagers influ-
enced by online propaganda had

ez .

completely sidelined the original
protesters.

Inciting the Iranian people
against the government was also
aU.S-Israeli agenda backin June,
when the two regimes launched
a full-fledged war against Iran.
The country’s civilian, military,
and nuclear infrastructure were
targeted, and somewhere around
1,100 Iranians (mostly civilians)
were killed. Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu asked
Iranians twice to help him top-
ple the Islamic Republic during
the 12-day war, telling people in
video messages that they would
gain “freedom” and “prosperity”
if they take to the streets against
the authorities. No one in the
country heeded the convicted
war criminal’s pleas.

Riots that the ememy man-
aged to spur this time were quite
short-lived. No notable unrest
took place across Iranian cit-
ies on Saturday and Sunday, as
the youth that had accompa-
nied the armed terrorists ap-
peared to have already distanced

themselves, and police moved

to arrest dozens of the agents
deployed by foreign forces. The
unrest is expected to fizzle com-
pletely in the coming days.

Despite Iran’s success at
averting yet another US.-or-
chestrated collapse, statements
by American officials and reports
by Western media show Wash-
ington may try to make the most
of the unprecedented violence it
managed to spur.

After Trump stated multiple
times in the past days that he is
ready to “strike Iran” if the coun-
try cracks down on rioters and
armed terrorists, The New York
Times published a report, claim-
ing the president has already
been briefed on “new options for
military strikes in Iran”. The NYT
said Trump may choose to at-
tack “nonmilitary” sites, without
elaborating on what those sites
could be, or how such action
would help assuage the econom-
ic woes created by years of US.
sanctions.

American media outlets also
aided Trump in his June aggres-
sion against the country, pub-
lishing reports that suggested
there were rifts between Trump
and Netanyahu on whether Iran
should be attacked to help de-
ceive Iranians about the war
that had already been planned.
That revelation was made by The
Washington Post in December.

Given that, back in June, Trump
did believe Iranians would turn
against the government if at-
tacked, and that the political
and military elite would flee the
country after receiving threat-
ening calls, it appears that he
is particularly prone to making
miscalculations about Iran. His
recent abduction of Venezuelan
President Nicholas Maduro may
have also made him too flush to
remember his failed agenda in
Iran.

If the Trump administration
decides to launch a second war
against Iran, the results are un-
likely to be any different. Another
attack on Iran would once again
unite the people and further re-
veal the American hands behind
recent riots. The consequences
though, are almost certain to be
more devastating for both the
US. and Israel. The Tehran Times
understands the Iranian military
would not only fire missiles at
the occupied territories and U.S.
bases like it did back in summer
but also take more heavy-hand-
ed measures to prevent any fu-
ture adventurism by Trump and
Netanyahu. The still unexplored
and likely future options include
the mass killing of American sol-
diers, as well as the closure of
the Hormuz Strait.
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Nottingham Forest
eye Mehdi Taremi

TEHRAN - Nottingham Forest has shown an
interest in signing Iran international Mehdi Ta-
remi.

Taremi has scored 11 goals and provided two
assists in 19 matches for Olympiacos, number
that have caught the interest of the English
club.

Nottingham Forest, currently in 17th place in
the Premier League, is going to strengthen its
attack with the forward.

Taremi could be officially signed during the
transfer window, the O Jogo reported.

Nottingham Forest look for a forward capa-
ble of boosting the team in the standings and
ensuring their stay in the league.

Nottingham Forest currently sit seven points
above West Ham, who are in the first relegation
spot in 18th place.

The Iranian international played for Rio Ave in
the 2019-20 season and also joined Porto and
Inter Milan.

Iran, Uzbekistan
share the spoils at
2026 AFC U23 Asian
Cup

TEHRAN - Iran and Uzbekistan football
teams played out a goalless draw at the 2026
AFC U23 Asian Cup.

Iran had started the campaign with a 0-0
draw against South Korea on Wednesday.

South Korea had defeated Lebanon 4-2 ear-
lier in the day.

The young Team Melli will meet Lebanon on
Tuesday in a Group C's must-win game.

The competition started on January 6 in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia and will run until January 24.

Iran U23 football
team must change
strategy in Asia

TEHRAN - Iran earned their second succes-
sive draw at the 2026 AFC U23 Asian Cup and
now must focus on defeating Lebanon in their
upcoming match.

The Persians started the campaign with a
hard-fought draw against Korea Republic and
also were held to a goalless draw against Uz-
bekistan.

Omid Ravankhah’s side are scheduled to
meet Lebanon on Tuesday. Lebanon have been
previously knocked out of the competition, suf-
fering two losses against Uzbekistan and Ko-
rea Republic.

Iran must defeat Lebanon on Tuesday to en-
sure their qualification, because Uzbekistan
and Korea Republic sit first and second in Group
C with four points. Iran need to beat Lebanon
with at least two goals because Korea and Uz-
bekistan will earn five points with a draw and
goal difference will determine which team will
qualify for the next stage.

Iran U23 foothall team could have defeated
Uzbekistan on Saturday but their strikers failed
to capitalize on their chances.

Now, they must defeat Lebanon, however
they will have a chance to advance to the next
stage if Korea or Uzbekistan emerge victorious
in another Group C match.

Mohammad Askari
likely to miss
reminder of season

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team forward
Mohammad Askari will likely miss the reminder
of the Iran league season.

He suffered a knee injury in the match
against Uzbekistan in Group C of the 2026 AFC
U-23 Asian Cup on Saturday.

The MRI exams will determine the extent of
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his injury but it seems he will need a surgery on
his knee.

His absence will be a great blow to Sepahan
football club since Askari plays a vital role in the
team.

Taremi scores as
Olympiacos beat
Atromitos

TEHRAN - Olympiacos football team defeat-
ed Atromitos 2-0 in Greek Super league Satur-
day night.

Iranian international forward Mehdi Taremi
assisted Gelson Martins to score the first goal
in the 35th minute.

Taremi was on target in the 56th minute to
seal a 2-0 win for his team.

Olympiacos sit second with 35 points, two
points behind leader AEK Athens.

Iran runner-up at
2026 Yasar Dogu,
Vehbi Emre

TEHRAN - Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers
finished in second place at the 2026 Yasar Dogu
& Vehbi Emre in Turkey.

The Yasar Dogu & Vehbi Emre Tournament
was held in Antalya, Turkey from January 8 to
10.

This international tournament includes com-
petition in men’s Greco-Roman wrestling.

Arman Tahmasebi in 130kg and Amir Reza
Moradian in 97kg won two gold medals for Iran.

Ali Hajivand in 63kg and Mohammad Arjmand
in 82kg secured two silver medals.

Kianoush Shamshiri and Mehdi Kamali in
55kg, Mohammad Ashiri in 60kg, Mohammad
Eskandari in 67kg and Ali Asghar Sam Daliri in
77kg won five bronze medals.

Roberto Piazza
to call up three
experienced players

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s volleyball national
team head coach Roberto Piazza will likely call
up three experience players to the national
team.

The Italian coach will reportedly invite Milad
Ebadipour, Mohammad Mousavi and Amir Gha-
four to Team Melli.

Iran will have to participate at the 2026 Asian
Men’s Volleyball Championship.

The competition serves as qualification for
the 2026 Olympic Games in Los Angeles.

Foolad Hormozgan
to host Esteghlal in
Yazd

TEHRAN - Foolad Hormozgan will host Es-
teghlal in the 2025-26 Iran Hazfi Cup Round of
16 in Yazd on Monday.

The match was originally scheduled for De-
cember 19, but the match was postponed fol-
lowing a request from Esteghlal.

The Tehran-based club asked the Iran Foot-
ball League Organization to delay the fixture
due to its upcoming match against Bahrain's
Al-Muharraq in the group stage of the 2025-26
AFC Champions League Two.

Following the rescheduling, Foolad Hor-
mozgan announced it would withdraw from the
competition but it changed its decision.

Reza Mortazazadeh, head coach of Foolad
Hormozgan, said, “Unfortunately, the post-
ponement of our match against Esteghlal in
the Hazfi Cup completely disrupted all of our
plans. | don’t understand why our schedule had
to be changed just because Esteghlal requested
a postponement to play against Al-Muharrag.
From that point on, we have constantly faced
challenges and were forced to play matches ev-
ery five days”
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Marine-oriented development national
conference to be held in mid-Feb.

TEHRAN- Iran’s 5th National Conference of
Marine-Oriented Development will be held
on February 16 and 17, the head of Transport
and Urban Development Research Center an-
nounced.

Ghazal Raheb said that the event will be
held in cooperation with the Islamic Republic
of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL).

This conference is focused on rich scientific
content, including specialized panels in the
related key fields, with the aim of promoting
macro strategies of the marine-oriented de-
velopment, she emphasized.

Last month, Saeed Rasouli, Head of Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO), pre-
sented a comprehensive vision for developing
Iran’s maritime economy. He characterized it
as a unique and underutilized opportunity for
national development.

His remarks highlighted a strategic shift in
governmental focus, outlined key operational
priorities, and announced significant inter-
national plans, particularly for the Caspian
Sea region.

Rasouli formally identified the mari-
time-oriented economy as a “unique oppor-
tunity” for Iran.

He acknowledged a historical oversight,
stating, “Unfortunately, due to the coun-
try’s economic dependence on oil, we have
neglected numerous sectors, including the
maritime economy.” This candid assessment
underscores a recognition of the need for
economic diversification.

The official emphasized that this sector is
now receiving special and significant atten-
tion from the government.

He stressed that this heightened focus
must be leveraged effectively, declaring,
“now that the government is paying special
attention to this issue, we must use this ca-
pacity to its fullest”

The PMO head further outlined several
critical pillars for this development strategy:

* Cultivating a maritime culture: He high-
lighted the fundamental importance of “cul-
ture-building” regarding the maritime econ-
omy, indicating a need for broader public and

institutional awareness and engagement.

* Balanced port development: A key opera-
tional focus was placed on inclusive develop-
ment. While mega port projects continue, he
insisted that “we must also pay attention to
the country’s small ports.”

He announced a policy of active engage-
ment, stating, “In this regard, we are visiting
all related institutions and companies and
believe we must utilize the capacity of all of
them”

* Maximizing Caspian Sea potential: Spe-
cific programs for the Caspian Sea were an-
nounced. These aim to “develop and maxi-
mize freight transport as well as tourism.”

In a significant announcement, he re-
vealed concrete international collaboration
plans: “Iran plans to establish a maritime
consortium in the Caspian Sea with the par-
ticipation of private-sector companies from
Iran and Russia in the coming months.”

This move signals a proactive approach to
regional cooperation and economic integra-
tion.

Rasouli concluded by pointing to underly-
ing diplomatic efforts, noting that “very good
work has been done in the field of diplomacy,
the effects of which will become apparent in
the future.”

This suggests that the tangible projects
and economic plans are supported by broad-
er foreign policy initiatives designed to facili-
tate maritime trade and cooperation.

The statements from the head of Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization mark a
clear intent to harness the country’s mari-
time geography for economic growth.

The strategy combines internal capaci-
ty-building—through cultural change and
infrastructure development—with external
partnership, as evidenced by the planned
Iran-Russia Caspian Sea consortium.

This dual approach, backed by cited diplo-
matic efforts, frames Iran’s maritime econo-
my as a strategic priority with the potential
to contribute substantially to a more diversi-
fied and resilient national economy.

South Pars 3rd refinery’s 90% of parts,
equipment domestically manufactured

TEHRAN- The director of South Pars third
refinery said that 90 percent of the parts
and equipment of this refinery are domesti-
cally manufactured, South Pars Gas Complex
(SPGC) reported.

Elaborating on the latest measures and
achievements of the refinery in the field of
technology, Mohammad Shafi’ Moazeni not-
ed that the third refinery has implemented
prominent projects in the recent years, with
an innovative approach, and relying on its ex-
pert personnel’s technical knowledge.

South Pars gas field, which Iran shares
with Qatar in the Persian Gulf water, is divid-
ed into 24 standard phases of development
in the first stage. Most of the phases are fully
operational at the moment.

The huge offshore field covers an area of
9,700 square kilometers, 3,700 square kilo-
meters of which are in Iran’s territorial wa-
ters in the Persian Gulf. The remaining 6,000
square kilometers, called North Dome, are
situated in Qatar’s territorial waters.

The field is estimated to contain a signifi-
cant amount of natural gas, accounting for
about eight percent of the world’s reserves,
and approximately 18 billion barrels of con-
densate.

The South Pars Gas Complex, located in
the Persian Gulf, is Iran’s largest natural gas
processing facility and plays a critical role in
meeting the country’s winter energy demand.

Organizations should supply 40% of their

required electricity throu

TEHRAN- According to the improvement
by the Energy Supreme Council, the organi-
zations should supply 40 percent of their re-
quired electricity through renewable sources,
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization (SATBA) announced.

As SATBA reported, the organizations pre-
viously should supply 20 percent of their re-
quired electricity through renewables, while
according to the new improvement of the
Energy Supreme Council, the figure has in-
creased to 40 percent.

On January 5, Energy Minister Abbas Ali-
abadi said: “The development of renewable
energies and energy consumption optimiza-
tion continues with the active participation of
the private sector”

Making the remarks at the conference for
the commencement of the executive op-
erations of 1269 megawatts of renewable
power plants and electricity consumption
optimization projects across the country, the
minister said: “Currently, over a thousand
locations across the country are under the
implementation of various energy projects,
and significant amounts of renewable ener-
gy have been connected to the grid up to this
moment. We predict that these capacities will
increase by the end of next year”

He further stated: “We have mobilized all
capacities, and the process of supplying wa-
ter and electricity is of special importance
and is proceeding rapidly. Our goal is to re-
duce energy consumption and prevent un-
controlled and inefficient increases.”

The energy minister also emphasized:
“The focus of production is on renewable
power plants and hybrid projects such as
combined-cycle power plants, which are un-
derway. These projects are managed using
artificial intelligence and smart technolo-
gies.”

Aliabadi stated: “All projects are execut-
ed by the private sector, which is our main
strength, and we strive to minimize the use
of state capacities.”

Regarding the renewable energy market,
the energy minister said: “The green market
and the free market are active, and the ener-
gy consumption optimization market and the
energy saving certificate issuance system
have also been launched”

Also, the head of the Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Organization (SATBA) said:
“Today, with the commissioning of new proj-
ects, the capacity of the country’s renewable
energies has exceeded 3,500 megawatts.”

Mohsen Tarztalab, at the ceremony for
commissioning 1,269 megawatts of renew-
able power plants and energy optimization
projects and launching their executive opera-
tions, added: “Today, 1,269 megawatts of new
capacity and the executive operations of en-
ergy optimization projects across the country
are being commissioned.”

He continued: “Today, 303 megawatts of
new capacity will be added to the country’s
renewable power plants. With these projects,
the capacity of the country’s renewable pow-
er plants has surpassed 3,500 megawatts.”

The deputy minister of energy noted:
“These 303 projects will be commissioned
in sixteen provinces of the country, some of
which are in the ‘generation in distribution’
scheme”

Tarztalab stated that the development of
renewables alone cannot resolve imbalances
and emphasized the necessity of more seri-
ous attention to energy consumption optimi-
zation.

Also, referring to the organization’s plans
for developing wind power plants, he has
said: “SATBA has a serious and extensive pro-
gram for developing wind energy, especially
in the eastern region of the country, and it
is hoped that by the month of Dey next year
(starts on December 22, 2026), a capacity of
approximately 500 to 600 megawatts of in-
stalled wind power plants can be achieved in
the country”

Referring to the commencement of the
executive operations of the 100-megawatt
wind power plant by the MAPNA Group in the
Mil-e Nader area, he continued: “The execu-
tive operations of this project officially be-
gan today [December 25]. It is hoped that a
portion of the capacity of this 100-megawatt
wind power plant by the MAPNA Group can be
integrated into the grid for operation during
the peak consumption period of the summer
and assist the country’s power grid.”

He added: “The MAPNA Group had previ-
ously built a 50-megawatt wind power plant
in the Mil-e Nader area, and the current proj-
ect, as the second phase with a capacity of
100 megawatts, is underway. According to
the provided commitments, it was planned
that a portion of this power plant would be-

F
I .

.‘ / ‘. i
come operational by the peak of the summer
next year.”

The head of SATBA stated that the invest-
ment for this project is approximately 60
million dollars and emphasized: This invest-
ment has been made entirely by the private
sector, which highlights the important role of
non-governmental investors in the develop-
ment of the country’s renewable energy.

Iran has increased its installed renewable
and clean power generation capacity by 157
percent over the past year and a half, re-
flecting a steady expansion of wind and solar
projects and a rising share of clean energy in
the national grid.

Installed capacity rose to 3,165 megawatts
by late November 2025, up from 1,230 mega-
watts at the start of the fourteenth govern-
ment, according to data from the Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA).

Markazi province ranked first in renewable
capacity with 459.01 megawatts, followed
by Isfahan with 394.94 megawatts and Yazd
with 325.85 megawatts. Kerman, Qazvin,
Razavi Khorasan and Semnan also recorded
significant shares, reflecting favorable in-
frastructure, climate conditions and investor
participation, SATBA said.

Qazvin led wind power development with
164.38 megawatts of installed capacity,
making it Iran’s main hub for wind-generat-
ed electricity. East Azerbaijan ranked second
with 52.65 megawatts, followed by Razavi
Khorasan with 51.30 megawatts, underscor-
ing the concentration of wind projects in
high-wind regions.

SATBA said the geographic spread of re-
newable plants is gradually widening, with
more provinces joining the sector. Wind ener-
gy, alongside other renewable technologies,
is playing a growing role in diversifying Iran’s
energy mix and improving grid stability.

More than 600 renewable project sites are
currently under development nationwide and
are scheduled to come online by late Sep-
tember 2026. Average green power transac-
tion prices on Iran’s energy exchange stood
at 51,518 rials per kilowatt hour in November
2025.

Measures introduced this year include
calls for rial-denominated loans to build 50
to 1,000 kilowatt solar plants, finalization of
mechanisms to transfer renewable equip-
ment purchased with National Development
Fund resources, and new rules allowing in-
dustrial, mining and agricultural units to
build renewable plants at the distribution
level.

Other steps include equipping 10 technical
and vocational training centers to support
renewable energy education and initial talks
to supply renewable equipment through the
commodities exchange.

SATBA said the added renewable capacity
has so far saved an estimated 29 billion liters
of water and 30 billion cubic meters of fuel,
while preventing the emission of about 65
million tons of carbon dioxide.

As stated by the director-general of the
Office for Coordination, Design, Measure-
ment, and Validation of the SATBA, industrial
estates can benefit from the advantages by
participating in consumption optimization
plans and receiving energy saving certifi-
cates.

Salar Atashpar, in an interview with an
IRNA, referring to a plan recently implement-
ed in Yazd city where industrial estates en-
tered consumption management plans, said
that the consumption management projects
being implemented in Yazd and other areas
are in line with consumption management
optimization plans, which are carried out
with private sector investment and within
the framework of the energy optimization
and environment market.

He continued: “In this plan, investors can
implement the projects and receive ener-

gh renewables

gy saving certificates based on the savings
achieved during the years when the return on
investment and profit occurs.”

The SATBA official added that these certif-
icates can be sold on the energy exchange
on the relevant board, specifically the ‘Energy
Optimization Scheme Board, allowing inves-
tors to benefit from them.

Atashpar emphasized that this approach
covers the principal investment return and
the associated risks, adding: “Among the
most important projects defined or being
defined in this market, which are highly sig-
nificant for resolving issues during peak con-
sumption periods, are plans for modifying
cooling systems, including evaporative (wa-
ter) coolers and gas coolers”

He noted that these plans can play a signif-
icant role in achieving the anticipated goals,
highlighting: “There is a program to achieve
the necessary level of savings so that, along-
side the development of renewables, we can
resolve the related problems of energy sup-
ply during peak demand periods.

Solar generation capacity across Iran’s
industrial parks has expanded sharply over
the past year, rising from 23 megawatts to
400 megawatts as part of a broader plan to
supply these zones entirely with renewable
electricity, according to the head of the Small
Industries and Industrial Parks Organization
(ISIPO).

Reza Ansari, speaking on the sidelines of
the power industry exhibition, in mid-No-
vember, said a major national effort to ensure
stable energy supply for industrial zones has
taken shape over the past year. Solar out-
put in these areas, which stood at about 23
megawatts last year, has now climbed to 400
megawatts, signaling a significant leap in re-
newable capacity within the country’s indus-
trial network.

He said Iran’s industrial parks and zones
currently have a combined 5,100 megawatts
of nominal stable power capacity, including
small-scale combined heat and power (CHP)
systems and solar units. Of this total, about
1700 megawatts are operational, including
roughly 400 megawatts of solar power and
around 700 megawatts of CHP.

With electricity demand in industrial parks
estimated at nearly 4,000 megawatts, Ansa-
ri said the long-term goal is to meet all con-
sumption through solar power.

To support that target, the organization
has signed an agreement with the Renew-
able Energy and Energy Efficiency Organiza-
tion (SATBA) to build 500 megawatts of new
solar plants inside or adjacent to industrial
towns by the end of the year.

He said pilot projects are underway in three
provinces. At Shamsabad Industrial Park,
construction of a solar facility has already
started, while in Khorasan Razavi, authorities
have acquired a 1,000-hectare plot across
from the province’s main industrial town to
host one of Iran’s largest solar parks.

Ansari said rooftop solar installations for
industrial units are also being phased in,
alongside plans for a shared solar-energy
town.

He said small and medium-sized enter-
prises lack the financial and institutional
resources of large companies, which makes
them more vulnerable to outages. Power cuts
of two to three days a week raise production
costs by around 10 percent, he said, adding
that these increases feed directly into con-
sumer inflation. Point-to-point inflation in
the food and beverages sector is now above
60 percent, with higher electricity-linked
costs acting as a contributing factor.

Ansari said Iran has more than 880 in-
dustrial parks and 50,000 active production
units, many involved in food and beverage
manufacturing. Any disruption to electricity
supply in these zones directly affects prices
of essential goods, he said, calling for a more
protective approach to power management
in the sector.



Somalia’s defense minister vows to counter

Somalia’s defense minister said
the country will take all possible
measures to counter Israeli plots in
Somalia, following Israel’s intensi-
fied activities in the Horn of Africa.

Ahmed Moalem Fagi Ahmed re-
sponded to Israeli actions in the au-
tonomous region of Somaliland, em-
phasizing that his nation will legally
oppose this action.

“(Israeli regime) prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his cabinet
have no right to interfere in Somalil-
and and recognize separatist forces,
nor to threaten the unity of Somalia,”
Fagi Ahmed asserted.

The minister also indicated that
Somalia possesses credible infor-
mation suggesting Israel plans to
forcibly relocate Palestinian refu-
gees to Somaliland.

Israeli actions in Somaliland align
with Tel Aviv's broader geopolitical
and expansionist policies in Africa,
with Israeli foreign minister Gideon

Israeli plots
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Sa‘ar visiting the region and meeting

with separatist leaders to discuss
diplomatic, security, and econom-
ic cooperation. This visit, described
as illegal by Somalia, has been de-
nounced as a violation of Somali sov-
ereignty and the UN charter.

Security sources reported that
Israel seeks to establish a logisti-
cal support center and intelligence
gathering base in Somaliland, al-

legedly aimed at countering Yemeni
forces in the Red Sea.

According to sources, these bas-
es would be established as “tactical
points” to broaden Israel’s intelli-
gence footprint beyond the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait, leveraging Somalil-
and’s strategic coastal location and
proximity to Yemen. This, they say,
threatens regional stability and re-
flects Israel’s efforts to expand its

military and security influence in
Africa.

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland
is part of a larger strategy to solid-
ify its influence in the Horn of Africa
and the Red Sea. Tel Aviv seeks to
control vital shipping routes in the
Red Sea and expand its foothold in
Africa, increasing pressure on rivals
like Turkey. This policy enables Israeli
regime to use Somaliland as a stra-
tegic base for monitoring Yemen.

The potential goal of Zionist re-
gime is to use Somaliland as a lo-
cation for relocating Palestinian
refugees, a plan discussed in Israeli
political circles. This initiative aims to
alter the demographic landscape of
Palestine and alleviate internal and
international pressures regarding
the Gaza crisis.

In essence, Somaliland’s recogni-
tion is not only a diplomatic move,
but a component of a broader geo-
political project reshaping the region
to benefit Israel.

Agreement reached on ceasefire in Aleppo

A ceasefire agreement has been reached for
the withdrawal of Kurdish forces from the Syri-
an city of Aleppo.

The accord, brokered by international medi-
ators, facilitates the safe exit of civilians and
combatants from the Ashrafieh and Sheikh
Maksood neighborhoods, Tasnim news agency
reported.

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), also known
as QSD, began evacuating Sheikh Maksood
neighborhood using buses, while Syria’s inter-
im government forces are deploying within the
area. Approximately 400 SDF personnel have
reportedly left Aleppo and are moving towards

areas under their control in eastern Syria.

US Special Envoy for Syria, Tom Barak, held
talks with the Syrian interim government’s
president and foreign minister in Damascus
on Saturday night, discussing the situation in
Aleppo. Barak stated that he urged all parties to
cease hostilities and return to the negotiating
table.

Aleppo, situated in northwestern Syria near
the Turkish border, has been a focal point of con-
flict. The Syrian interim government’s army an-
nounced a halt to military operations in Sheikh
Maksood on Wednesday, following clashes be-
tween government forces and SDF that result-

ed in at least nine deaths, mostly civilians. The
fighting concentrated in Kurdish-majority ar-
eas, particularly Sheikh Maksood and Ashrafieh,
and involved exchanges of fire.

This agreement follows recent talks in Da-
mascus concerning the integration of SDF forc-
es into the Syrian army, discussions which Kurd-
ish officials say yielded “no tangible results.” The
SDF controls significant portions of northern
and eastern Syria, including major oil and gas
fields. The Syrian government accuses them of
attempting to undermine integration agree-
ments and escalate the conflict.

Gaza children risk sniper fire to attend tent schools
under Israeli assault

Children in northern Gaza are risking sniper
fire to attend makeshift tent schools near Israeli
regime positions, as UNICEF warns that deepen-
ing trauma threatens a lost generation, Tasnim
news agency reported.

In Beit Lahiya, students are attending impro-
vised classes inside fragile tents erected in a
dangerous area designated by the Israeli regime
as a “yellow zone,” just meters from its military
positions.

In a small tent overshadowed by the sound of
nearby gunfire, seven-year-old Tulin prepared
for her first day of school in two years.

For most children, such a moment would
bring excitement, but for Tulin and her mother it
has become an episode marked by fear.

The relentless Israeli regime war has devas-
tated most of Gaza’s educational infrastructure,
forcing displaced families to establish “tent
schools” in areas exposed to constant danger.

“Until my daughter gets to school, | honestly
walk with my heart in my hand,” Tulin’s mother
told Al Jazeera correspondent Shady Shamieh.

“Many times, | find myself involuntarily fol-
lowing her until she reaches the school. | feel
there is something [dangerous], but | want her
to learn,” she added.

“If not for this situation, she would be in sec-
ond grade now. But we are determined.”

Meanwhile, the journey to class itself has be-
come a daily ordeal.

Walking through the rubble of Beit Lahiya, Tu-
lin said she is terrified of the exposed streets.

“When | go to school, | am afraid of the shoot-
ing,” Tulin said.

“I can’t find a wall to hide behind so the shell-
ing or stray bullets don't hit us””

Inside the tents, there is no real protection, as
thin canvas walls offer no barrier against bul-
lets.

Students sit on the ground, persisting with
their lessons despite the constant threat.

Their teacher described a routine in which ed-
ucation is repeatedly interrupted by sniper fire
from nearby Israeli regime forces.

“The location is difficult, close to the occupa-
tion [forces],” the teacher said.

“When the shooting starts, we tell the chil-

dren: ‘Take the sleeping position!

“| get goosebumps, praying to God that no
injuries occur. We make them lie on the ground
until the shooting stops.”

“We have been exposed to gunfire more than
once,” she added.

“Despite this, we remain. The occupation’s
policy is ignorance, and our policy is knowledge.

Among the students is Ahmed, who lost his
father during the war.

“We come with difficulty and leave with diffi-
culty because of the shooting,” he told Al Jazeera.

“But | want to fulfil the dream of my martyred
father, who wanted to see me become a doctor”

Separately, humanitarian agencies say the
psychological toll of the Israeli regime war is be-
coming increasingly visible.

UNICEF and its partners have established
109 temporary learning centers serving around
135,000 students across Gaza.

However, UNICEF spokesperson Abu Khalaf
said field teams have documented severe devel-
opmental regression among children.

He said the situation requires “redoubled ef-
forts” from education and mental health spe-
cialists.

Gaza's education sector is also facing a
near-total blockade on basic supplies.

Abu Khalaf said that since the war began in
October 2023, almost no educational materials
have been allowed into the Strip.

“The biggest challenge, in truth, is that ... al-
most no learning materials have entered Gaza
atall” he said.

Meanwhile, UNICEF is preparing to launch a
“Back to Learning” campaign targeting 200,000
children.

The program will focus on Arabic, English,
math and science, alongside recreational activ-
ities aimed at “repair[ing] the children’s psyche
before anything else”.

However, Abu Khalaf said any such initiative
depends on the Israeli regime lifting its restric-
tions.

“We are communicating with all parties, in-
cluding the Israeli side, to allow the entry of
learning materials,” he said.

“Itis notin anyone’s interest fora child in Gaza
not to go to school.”

Gaza faces humanitarian crisis compounded by cold weather

Gaza is facing a severe human-
itarian crisis compounded by a
cold snap and heavy rainfall, with
45 Palestinian journalists remain-
ing detained by Israeli authorities,
according to a UN human rights
official.

“The situation in Gaza is ex-
tremely dire due to the cold weath-
er; said the UN human rights of-
ficial in Palestine. “Israel is also
obstructing the delivery of aid to

the area”

The official emphasized that
Israel has no right to unilaterally
determine what aid and equipment
enter Gaza.

The Israeli occupation’s blockade
of Gaza has severely impacted the
humanitarian situation. According
to the Palestinian Ministry of In-
formation, Israel has bombed and
destroyed three-quarters of Gaza’s
buildings.

At least 484 Palestinians have
been killed in Gaza since December
1st due to violations of a truce bro-
kered by Israel.

Furthermore, only 23,019 aid
trucks have entered Gaza in the
past 90 days, despite the need for
54,000. Over 50 homes in Gaza
have collapsed after being bombed
or damaged by Israeli forces, re-
sulting in dozens of casualties.

The heavy rainfall and cold

weather have also damaged over
127000 refugee tents, leaving
them unusable and unable to ade-
quately accommodate the over 1.5
million refugees residing in them.

Moreover, severe weather con-
ditions and border closures have
significantly worsened the human-
itarian situation, according to the
Palestinian Ministry of Information.

US calls on Americans to leave Venezuela immediately

The US Embassy in Caracas has issued an ur-
gent security alert, warning Americans citizens
not to travel to Venezuela and urging those al-
ready in the country to depart immediately as
the security situation “remains fluid.”

In an advisory issued on Saturday, the em-
bassy emphasized that Venezuela is at the high-
est Travel Advisory level due to “severe risks
to Americans,” including “wrongful detention,
torture in detention, terrorism, kidnapping, ar-

bitrary enforcement of local laws, crime, civil
unrest, and poor health infrastructure.”

The alert stressed that all routine and emer-
gency consular services in Venezuela remain
suspended, and the US government cannot pro-
vide emergency assistance to its citizens there.

It cited reports of armed militias, known as
colectivos, setting up roadblocks and searching
vehicles for signs of US citizenship or support
for the United States.

The embassy advised US citizens to remain
vigilant and exercise caution when traveling by
road and to monitor flight information as some
international services resume.

Intermittent power and utility outages per-
sist across the country, it said, adding that the
last US diplomatic personnel were withdrawn
from Caracas in March 2019, and all embassy
operations have since been suspended.
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Hungary warns of escalation amid

deployment to Ukraine

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjarto
warned that deploying British and French
troops to Ukraine poses a risk of escalating
the conflict across Europe, Mehr news agen-
cy reported.

Szijjartd, who has repeatedly criticized
Brussels’ efforts to undermine peace ne-
gotiations in Ukraine, stated that deploying
troops from Britain and France would bring
the war to Europe, RT reported.

Russia has repeatedly asserted that any
deployment of European forces supporting
Ukraine would be considered military inter-
vention, prompting a strong response from
Moscow.

Hungary has previously argued that the

European Union’s continued financing of
Ukraine’s military, even after a ceasefire,
indicates a lack of interest in establishing
peace in Kyiv.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has de-
clared that Moscow is prepared for war with
Europe if Europe decides to undertake such
action.

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the Eu-
ropean Commission, and ten European lead-
ers, including those from Germany, France,
Italy, and the UK, pledged stronger security
guarantees and a multinational European
force to Ukraine during a meeting in Berlin
last month. The EU reaffirmed its support for
Ukraine’s accession to the Union.

Several Palestinians killed in fresh Israeli

strikes

Israel’'s renewed attacks in Gaza and the
West Bank on Saturday resulted in the mar-
tyrdom of three Palestinians, according to
Palestinian news outlets.

Palestinian television reported that Israeli
forces continued to violate a ceasefire with
airstrikes and shelling in various Gaza ar-
eas, including Jabalia, Rafah, and Al-Bariya.
The broadcasts also indicated that several
residents of Gaza sustained injuries in these
attacks.

Separately, Israeli soldiers arrested three
Palestinian youths in Qalgilya and two in He-
bron (Al-Khalil) in the West Bank following
searches of their homes, the reports stated.

In a related development, Israeli settlers
reportedly stole 200 sheep and a vehicle be-
longing to Palestinians in Cooper, north of
Ramallah.

In the West Bank, settlers assaulted a Pal-
estinian youth in the village of Selfit, stealing
his car. Israeli forces also raided several areas
in Bethlehem Governorate in the West Bank.

Israeli troops arrested two Palestinians
from the settlement of Deir Istia, northwest
of Selfit. Palestinian television also reported
that Israeli forces killed a Palestinian youth
in Hebron.

Moroccans protest normalization of ties

with Zionist regime

Moroccans demonstrated in Rabat on
Friday, burning an Israeli flag and calling
for the cancellation of Morocco’s nor-
malization agreement with Israel, while
expressing support for Palestinian resis-
tance and Gaza residents, according to Ar-
abic news website Al Arabiya al Jadid.

Activists affiliated with the “National
Action Group for Palestine,” a non-govern-
mental organization, staged the demon-
stration in front of the parliament build-
ing in Rabat, the Moroccan capital, to show
solidarity with Palestinian resistance
against Israeli aggression and condemn
the Israeli army’s criminal actions in Gaza.

Participants waved Palestinian flags
and carried placards expressing support
for the Palestinian people, including mes-
sages such as “Moroccans send greetings
to the Palestinian people and commemo-
rate the historic victory of Al-Agsa Storm
against the occupiers and all imperialist
powers that support them” and “Genocide,
systematic starvation and siege in Gaza
are Zionist-Nazi crimes with the partic-
ipation of Arab and international actors
against the Palestinian people.”

Other signs carried by protesters in-
cluded phrases like “Normalization of re-
lations is complicity in the massacre of
Gaza’s camps,” and “The Moroccan people,
united with the Islamic Ummah, stand

against aggression and with resistance
until liberation and the collapse of nor-
malization.”

Protesters chanted slogans such as
“Gaza, Gaza, is a symbol of dignity,” “De-
spite starvation and destruction, Gaza is
free and will not collapse,” “O free peo-
ple everywhere, stop the massacres and
open the crossings,” “It is shameful and
disgraceful that Gaza is being destroyed,”
“You Zionists are cowardly and child kill-
ers,” “A public trial must be held for the
Zionist gang,” “The people want an end to
normalization,” and “Death to normaliza-
tion”

The demonstrators ended the protest by
burning the Israeli flag.

Morocco has consistently witnessed
widespread demonstrations and ceremo-
nies in support of the Palestinian people
and resistance against occupation despite
its government’s normalization process
with Israel. Moroccans are calling for the
annulment of Morocco’s normalization
agreement with Israel.

Israel, the UAE, and Bahrain signed
normalization agreements on September
15, 2020, known as the Abraham Accords
by the White House. Following this, the
governments of Morocco and Sudan also
joined the agreements.
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10,000 foreigners reside
in Iran touring and tourism hotels

TEHRAN--Over 10,000 foreign tourists re-
sided in Iran Touring and Tourism Hotel Group
across the country during March-December
2025.

Speaking on the sidelines of her visit to
Damghan, Semnan province, on Sunday, Fariba
Abbasi, managing director of the group, said that
also 255,000 domestic tourists resided in hotels
of Iran Touring and Tourism Hotel Group during
the abovementioned period, Mehr news agency
reported.

She said that Semnan province is one of the
most important provinces in terms of arrival of
tourists.

Abbasi added: “Improvement, restoration and
expansion of hotels is one of our goals. Our ap-
proach is to increase people’s enthusiasm for
these infrastructures””

There are 54 accommodation sites pertaining
to Iran Touring and Tourism Hotel Group across
the country, she pointed out.

Situated some 350 km east of Tehran,
Damghan has long been a giant hub for the cul-
mination of pistachio sometimes referred to as
‘happy nuts’ because they look like they're smil-
ing.

Narratives say the city’s name is derived from
‘Moghan’, which in Persian refers to practitioners
of ‘magos, or magic, and includes astrology, al-
chemy, and other forms of esoteric knowledge.
In fact, the city was initially called ‘Dah Moghan’,
meaning ten magi, which ultimately evolved to
its current name Damghan.

For history buffs and researchers, Damghan is
a gateway to Hecatompylos, which was the site
of the Parthian capital during the ascendancy of
the Arsacid of Media dynasty after the capture of
the city by Alexander the Great.

Moreover, it was an important trading post
of the Silk Roads, on the way from Merv to the
Mediterranean coast, according to the book In-
ternational Dictionary of Historic Places.

Damghan’s travel destinations include
Tepe Hessar, old city Fortification, Tarikhaneh
Mosque, Seljuk-era architectural gems, Che-
hel-Dokhtaran, Ismaili fortresses, Cheshmeh-Ali,
along with some natural gems.

In 2022, Iran selected Semnan to represent
the country at a union of Silk Road cities based
on an initiative launched by China to promote
tourism along the ancient route that once linked
Asia to the Western world.

The ancient Silk Road has existed for thou-
sands of years, passing through empires, king-
doms, reigns, and societies throughout history.
At certain times in its long history, traders could
travel freely along these routes, whereas at oth-
ers, travel was difficult or dangerous.

According to UNESCO, the Silk Road enriched
the countries it passed through, transporting
cultures, religions, languages, and material
goods into societies across Europe, Asia, and Af-
rica, and uniting them all with a common thread
of cultural heritage and plural identities.

Birdwatching tour held in Qaleh Bala
village, Tooran National Park

TEHRAN--Specialized birdwatching tour
was recently held in Qaleh Bala village and
Tooran National Park in Semnan province
with participation of nature lovers.

Head of Shahroud Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts Department Moham-
mad Sadeq Razavian said that the event was
held to promote responsible eco tours, in-
crease public awareness regarding the biodi-
versity and introduce natural tourism capaci-
ties of Qaleh Bala village and Tooran National
Park, ISNA reported.

He explained that the participants visit-
ed the ancient texture of Qaleh Bala village
at first. Then, they became acquainted with
culture, customs and lifestyle of local people
through visiting the anthropology museum
of the village, he added.

Also, a workshop themed ‘Principles of
birdwatching and identifying species spend-
ing winter’ was held in Qaleh Bala village in
which issues regarding the importance of
Tooran habitats, the behavior of birds, and
the proper methods of observing and reg-
istering the data of birdwatching were dis-
cussed.

At end of the training workshop, a group
went to Tooran National Park and watched
the birds.

He said that Tooran National Park, as one
of the most important desert environments
of Iran, is the habitat of valuable bird spe-
cies. It hosts indigenous and migratory birds
during winters, he added.

Razavian explained that the existence of

Ground-Jay—known in Persian as “Zagh-e
Boor—gives high importance to Tooran Na-
tional Park in terms of biodiversity and make
birdwatching a unique experience for nature
lovers.

For 14 years, the remote eco-friendly vil-
lage of Qaleh Bala has welcomed wildlife en-
thusiasts to its unique ‘Journey to the Habitat
of the Iranian Ground-Jay’ festival — an an-
nual event where residents and visitors come
together to honor and protect one of Iran’s
rarest native birds.

The festival is part of the community’s
conservation program to protect a bird found
exclusively in Iran. The Iranian Ground-Jay, lo-
cally referred to by older villagers as “running
fool,” and scientifically identified as Podoces
pleskei—is a sandy-yellow species that in-
habits deserts and semi-desert shrublands,
especially tamarisk—-saxaul sand plains.

Qaleh Bala Village, located at the gateway
to Turan National Park—Iran’s largest UNES-
CO Biosphere Reserve—enjoys a harmonious
coexistence with this bird and with remark-
able wildlife including the Asiatic cheetah,
the Persian onager, and more.

The village of Qaleh Bala is located in the
northeastern part of Iran’s Central Desert, in
Semnan province, Shahroud county. Set in a
foothill region with a hot, dry climate, the vil-
lage is renowned for its striking architecture,
shaped by local materials such as adobe,
mud, stone, and wood—elements that lend
its homes a deeply authentic and traditional
character.

Rageh Canyon: a paradise for adventurers,
nature lovers and photographers

TEHRAN- Rageh Canyon offers
its visitors a rare opportunity to
walk through a living textbook of
natural history while experienc-
ing breathtaking scenery.

Here, the echo of the wind
through the gorge and the occa-
sional call of desert wildlife ac-
centuate the sense of isolation
and wonder.

For adventure seekers, it is a
destination that combines ex-
ploration with tranquility. Hiking
trails allow people to descend
into the canyon floor, where the
river still flows seasonally, cre-
ating pockets of lush vegetation
amid the arid desert surround-
ings.

Formed over thousands of
years by the persistent flow
of an ancient river, the canyon
stretches for nearly 20 kilome-
ters with depths that reach up
to 70 meters. It can be reached
some 20 kilometers southeast
of Rafsanjan, a historical city in
Iran’s Kerman province.

The geological masterpiece is
carved into soft sedimentary lay-
ers that reveal bizarre patterns
and shapes on towering walls,
jagged cliffs, natural arches. It
is amazing that the contrast of
sunlit rock formations against
deep shadows gives the canyon
an ever-changing palette of col-
ors throughout the day, making
it a paradise for photography
and nature observation.

In addition, it is also a signif-
icant geological site, drawing
researchers and eco-tourists
alike. The layers exposed along
its cliffs tell the story of ancient
floods and shifting earth, offer-
ing insights into the region’s
natural history. For those with
an interest in astronomy, the
clear desert skies above Rageh
Canyon provide one of the finest
settings in Iran for stargazing,
with minimal light pollution and
an uninterrupted horizon.

Hiking in Rageh Canyon re-
quires good physical fitness and
carrying essential equipment.
It is strongly recommended to

Travelers tour bizarre-shaped landscapes of Rageh Canyon
situated some 20 kilometers southeast of Rafsanjan, a historical
city in southern Iran.

travel with a local guide familiar
with the area and to bring prop-
er shoes and clothing. In some
sections, you will need to cross
the river, which adds an exciting
element to the adventure.

One of the most attractive ac-
tivities in Rageh Canyon is star-
gazing at night. Because it is far
from the light pollution of cities,
the desert sky here is remark-
ably clear and full of stars. Each
year, astronomy tours are held in
the area, giving enthusiasts the
chance to enjoy the star-filled
desert sky.

The nights in Rageh Canyon
provide an exceptional opportu-
nity to view the Milky Way, com-
ets, and other celestial objects. If
you are interested in astronomy,
do not forget to bring binocu-
lars or a telescope. For overnight
stays, you should bring proper
camping equipment or use the
nearby eco-lodges.

With its unique rock forma-
tions, flowing river, and starry
skies, Rageh Canyon is a paradise
for photographers. Photography
is one of the most popular activi-
ties among visitors. Whether you
are a professional or an amateur,
you can capture stunning imag-
es of this natural wonder.

The best times for photogra-

phy in Rageh Canyon are early
morning and late afternoon,
when the golden light of the sun
adds a special glow to the cliffs.
Nighttime is also perfect for
photographing the starry sky.
Remember to bring extra batter-
ies, memory cards, and a tripod
for night photography.

Beyond its natural beauty,
Rageh Canyon is home to a vari-
ety of animals and bird species.
Its pristine environment pro-
vides an ideal habitat for wildlife.

Birds such as eagles, pheas-
ants, and partridges live here,
and if you are lucky, you may
spot nests carved into the cliffs
where eagles reside. The canyon
is also located just a few kilome-
ters from the Biduiyeh Protected
Area, a sanctuary for gazelles
in Kerman province, and locals
have reported sightings of ga-
zelles in the region.

For a safe and enjoyable trip
to Rageh Canyon, it is important
to follow safety tips and car-
ry essential supplies. Since the
area is untouched and far from
urban facilities, you must travel
well-prepared.

Always check the weather
conditions before your trip, and
avoid visiting the canyon during
rainy or stormy days due to the

risk of floods and falling rocks.
Traveling with a local guide fa-
miliar with the area is highly
recommended, and it is best to
leave the canyon before night-
fall. For a comfortable experi-
ence, you can book hotels in ad-
vance through the Persian Hotel
website, ensuring proper rest
after an adventurous day.

The must-have items for a trip
to Rageh Canyon include suffi-
cient drinking water, snacks,
proper hiking shoes, seasonal
clothing, a sun hat, sunglasses,
sunscreen, a first aid kit, and a
trash bag. Do not drink water
from the river, as it is contami-
nated with copper and can cause
poisoning.

Accessibility to Rageh Canyon
has improved in recent years.
From Rafsanjan, the journey
takes less than half an hour by
road, making it an easy day trip
for travellers already exploring
Kerman’s cultural and histori-
cal attractions, such as the Bam
Citadel, Shahdad Kaluts, or the
Shazdeh Garden in Mahan. Local
guides and tour operators offer
excursions that include canyon
trekking, photography tours, and
even overnight camping experi-
ences.

Visiting Rageh Canyon is not
only about admiring nature -- it
is also about immersing in lo-
cal culture. Rafsanjan is home
to many ancient sites, histori-
cal monuments and mansions,
museums and art galleries, to
name a few. It is also renowned
worldwide for its pistachios, and
many tours combine a trip to the
canyon with visits to pistachio
orchards, offering tastings and
insights into traditional farming
practices that have shaped the
region’s identity.

Whether you are a nature en-
thusiast, photographer, adven-
turer, or cultural traveller, Rageh
Canyon promises an unforget-
table excursion. Its vast silence,
raw beauty, and geological gran-
deur make it one of Iran’s most
captivating natural wonders.

Iranian villages candidate for global registration specified

TEHRAN—Ministry of Cultural Heritage
has conducted expert studies for 100 villag-
es designated for global registration. At last,
after choosing 50 villages as target villages
in list of Best Tourism Villages, 12 villages
reached final stage and their global registra-
tion dossier is being compiled.

In an effort to reduce migration of villag-
ers to the cities, empower the local societ-
ies, women and youth and preserve the cul-
tural and natural resources of the villages,
the World Tourism Organization sought to
prevent migration of rural people and boost
the sustainable development of tourism via
global registration of the villages, ILNA re-
ported.

Only 130 villages across Iran have the pre-
liminary capacities for being evaluated in
process of global registration. The other vil-
lages have been abandoned or restored in a
heterogeneous way. Even Masuleh, once as a
unique village, turned into a city and lagged
behind the global registration.

Mostafa Fatemi, director-general of do-
mestic tourism development at the Min-
istry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts, said that out of 12 villages that
reached the final stage, the dossier of eight
villages will be sent to the UN Tourism.

He named Darak village in Sistan-Baluch-
estan province, Qaleh Bala village in Semnan
province, Gisoom village in Gilan province,
Shaneh Tarash village in Mazandaran prov-
ince, Moeel village in Ardabil province, Bisheh
village in Lorestan province, Pamenar village
in Khuzestan province, a village in Markazi
province, Marin village in Kohgiluyeh-Boyer-
ahmad province, a village in Khorasan Raza-
vi province, Mesr village in Isfahan province,
and Afin village in South Khorasan province,
as the final candidates for 2026 whose dos-
siers will be sent to UN Tourism.

He said that UN Tourism has offered nine
main criteria for global registration of vil-
lages which are as follows: resources and
attractions, preserving the resources and
attractions, social stability such as partici-
pation of rural people, women, and forma-
tion of cooperatives, environmental stability
including waste sorting, waste management,
preserving rare animal species, economic
stability, tourism value chain, infrastructure
and communications, social and global com-
munications, and health and safety.

In an age marked by civilizational turbu-
lence and the restless acceleration of global-
ization, the world is once again searching for
meaning, balance, and authenticity.

It is no coincidence that the global gaze is
turning once more toward villages — those
living reservoirs of wisdom, identity, and the
art of harmonious coexistence between hu-
manity and nature.

The inscription of Iranian villages in list of
Best Tourism Villages places Iran among a
select group of nations to receive such rec-
ognition.

This milestone is more than a cultural
achievement; it is a testament to the creativ-
ity of local communities, to the vitality of a
culture rooted in its land, and to a vision of
development grounded in heritage, identity,
and ecology.

The UN Tourism selection process eval-
uated more than fifty indicators, spanning
cultural and natural resources, social and
economic sustainability, innovation, and en-
vironmental protection.

That Iran stood out among these criteria
reaffirms both its ancient heritage and its
modern capacity to translate culture into a
dynamic engine of development.

Looking forward, the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts is pre-
paring a National Roadmap for the Global
Registration of Iranian Villages, focused on
infrastructure improvement, local training,
and multilingual content creation — to am-
plify Iran’s presence and visibility in the glob-
al tourism network.

Iran, with over 60,000 villages, is not
merely a geographical space; it is a living ar-
chive of human civilization — a land where
history breathes, and every field, home, and
river carries a memory of balance between
humanity and the earth.

The global recognition of Iranian villages
is not only a national success, but a cultur-
al statement — a message from Iran to the
world that genuine development springs
from culture, not from external imposition;
that sustainability begins with memory; and
that the future of humanity depends on the
wisdom of its roots.



