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Trump’s Tower of Deceit:
Epstein’s Files Pull Back the Curtain

Over three million
pages of DOJ

files fuel critical
allegations, placing
the U.S. president
at the heart of

Epstein’s elite sex
scandal network

@®Getty Images

President Trump with Jeffrey Epstein at Mar-a-Lago in 1997.

American security and double

standard of disorder

By Fatemeh Kavand

TEHRAN - While Donald Trump labels American protesters

“professional agjtators” and calls for their imprisonment or
deportation, the very same pattern of behavior has for years
been framed in Western narratives of insecurity in Iran as
“civil protest’—a stark rupture in how order, security, and the
legitimacy of violence are defined.

Trump’s recent remarks on the widespread protests in
Minnesota have once again brought an old yet unresolved
contradiction to the media’s forefront. Responding to
attacks on public sites, including a church, Trump described
the protesters as “professional,” “trained,” and “disruptive
of public order"—individuals who, in his view, should either
be imprisoned or expelled from the country. This stance is
not only harsh but overtly security-driven, leaving no room
for empathy under the banner of “protest”

Although such rhetoric is hardly new to the American

public, it takes on a different meaning at the international
level—especially when placed alongside the official and

media narratives of the West regarding Iran’'s winter
unrest. In those events,

A framework for collective
security in the Persian Gulf
and West Asia

By Abbas Akhoundi

TEHRAN - The gradual erosion of the liberal
international order and the emergence of a more
coercive global environment have profoundly altered
the security calculus for middle powers. In the current
international landscape—often described as a “new
world order"—the direct use of force by major powers
has become increasingly normalized. While powerful
states frequently violated the rules even under the liberal
order, international norms and institutions nevertheless
provided limited protection for smaller and mid-sized
countries. That protective buffer has now largely
disappeared.

As aresult, middle powers can no longer rely on external
guarantees or abstract norms for their security. They must
instead take an active role in shaping the structures and
arrangements that safeguard their interests. The central
strategic question is how to achieve this.

Putin hosts Iranian security
chief'in Kremlin

TEHRAN — President Vladimir Putin received Ali Larijani,
the Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council,
for a high-stakes summit at the Kremlin on Friday.

[ranian Ambassador to Moscow Kazem Jalali confirmed
the meeting took place Friday evening, stating that
the “main core of the conversations revolved around
expanding relations between the two nations, particularly
in the economic sphere””

Beyond the bilateral framework, the two politicians
engaged in “thorough consultations on vital regional and
global issues,” ensuring a synchronized response to the
evolving geopolitical landscape.

The summit followed the volatile security environment
created by US. President Donald Trump’s renewed threats
of military action against the Islamic Republic and the U.S.
military’s military buildup in the Middle East.

The Kremlin has advocated for diplomatic solutions
rooted in the absolute respect for Iranian sovereignty,

viewing Tehran'’s stability as a cornerstone of regional
peace.

» Page 2-3

Koozeh-Shekani: Where
tradition, belief and
renewal converge

TEHRAN - The Koozeh-Shekani ceremony is one of
the nearly forgotten traditions observed on the eve
of the last Wednesday of the Iranian calendar year,
coinciding with Charshanbe Suri, in some villages and
towns of South Khorasan province in eastem Iran.

Alongside customs such as jumping over bonfires
(locally known as Tousho) and the celebration of the
Dehgan (peasant) festival, Koozeh-Shekani was once
widely practiced in the region.

Symbolically, Koozeh-Shekani closely resembles
the spirit of Nowruz (the Persian New Year), as
it represents the replacement of the old with the
new, the transition from the past to the present,
and the passage from hardship to prosperity.

In earlier times, it was customary in many parts
of South Khorasan for people to break old pots
and jars on the last Wednesday of the year. These
vessels were typically those that no longer kept
water cool or had developed algae inside, turning
their interiors green. » Page 6

Leader visits
Imam Khomeini's
mausoleum ahead
of revolution’s 47th
anniv.

TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei visited the mausoleum of
Imam Khomeini, the founder of the
Islamic Republic, on Saturday ahead
of the 47th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution, renewing allegiance to
the ideals that reshaped Iran and
ended decades of foreign domination.

During the visit, Ayatollah Khamenei
performed prayers at the shrine and
paid tribute to the martyrs of the
Revolution, reaffirming continuity
between the founding principles of the
Islamic Republic and Iran's present-day
resistance to external pressure. » Page 2

Araghchi to
Washington:
Diplomacy is not a one-
way street of dictates

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi has delivered a sharp message to
Washington and its European allies, assert-
ing that while Iran remains open to “fair and
balanced” diplomacy, it will never negotiate
under the shadow of threats or accept dic-
tates from foreign powers.

Speaking in a comprehensive interview
with CNN Turk during his visit to Istanbul
on Friday, Araghchi detailed his strategic
consultations with Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdo?an and Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan.

The visit took place amidst a surge in US.
military posturing and aggressive rhetoric
from Washington. » Page 2

Army chief says ‘Iran’s
finger on the trigger’
as US talks up naval
military buildup

TEHRAN - The commander-in-chief of Iran’'s
Army (Artesh) has reaffimmed that the country’s
armed forces are on full combat alert, waming
that any reckless move by the United States or
Israel would backfire catastrophically, threaten-
ing not only their own forces but the entire region.

Addressing the “Young Soldier of the Armed
Forces” ceremony on Saturday, Major General
Amir Hatami said Iran’s military operates at the
highest level of readiness, with seamless coordi-
nation among all branches of the armed forces.

“Our enemies are constantly monitored,’
Hatami said. “Because we clearly understand
their hostile intentions, our finger remains
firmly on the trigger” » Page 2

World Bank says 3
governance indicators
improved in Iran

TEHRAN - The World Bank said three of
Iran’s governance indicators improved in
2024, citing gains in government effective-
ness, control of corruption and account-
ability.

In its latest Worldwide Governance Indica-
tors report, the World Bank assesses coun-
tries across six areas: voice and accountabil-
ity, political stability and absence of violence,
government effectiveness, regulatory quali-
ty, rule of law and control of corruption.

Scores range from zero to 100, with higher
scores indicating better performance.

As Tasnim News Agency reported, Iran’s
score for voice and accountability rose mar-
ginally to 29.75 in 2024, up 0.01 points from the
previous year, the report showed. » Page 4

How is Washington’s
oil-first strategy
redrawing Libya’s
geopolitical map?

By Sondoss Al Asaad

BEIRUT — The recent visits of Massad Bou-
los, adviser to U.S. President Donald Trump
for the Middle East and African affairs, to
Tripoli and Benghazi have ignited intense de-
bate inside Libya.

The controversy deepened after the sign-
ing of a long-term oil agreement on the side-
lines of the Tripoli Energy Summit, involving
France’s TotalEnergies and the American gi-
ant ConocoPhillips, with foreign investments
exceeding $20 billion.

While Washington frames these moves as
support for unity and stability, many Liby-
ans see them as a source of growing anxiety
rather than reassurance.

In a post on X, Boulos described his meet-
ing with Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah
as “productive,” stressing that unity and sta-
bility are essential to attract American in-
vestment. Yet this language, centered on in-
vestment rather than legitimacy, has raised
suspicions about US priorities in a country
still lacking an elected government. » Page 5
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In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday slranian newspapers.

TEHRAN PAPERS

The threat facing European security

Hamshahri analyzed the European Union’s
move to designate Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organization.
According to the paper, this hostile action by the
EU is viewed by experts as a dangerous precedent
inspired by Washington and Tel Aviv, and a clear
violation of the principles governing international
law. Observers of global affairs describe the EU’s
decisiontoplacetheIRGConits so-called ‘terrorist
groups list’ as largely symbolic and lacking any
practical impact on Iran. They argue that the
failed attempt to disarm Hezbollah in Lebanon is
a telling example of how ineffective such Western
approaches can be. The paper warns that any
retaliatory response from Iran to this hostile EU
measure would carry serious consequences for
European states. The IRGC, which has acted as a
major barrier against terrorist networks in recent
years, has played a crucial role in preventing
terrorist groups from penetrating Europe. The
new hostile step, it argues, could expose Europe
to growing security threats.

Khorasan: Military threats and their
consequences

Khorasan addressed recent rumors and
statements regarding a possible military
confrontation between Iran and the United States.
According to the paper, alongside speculation
about renewed negotiations, Donald Trump’s
remarks on Friday amounted to a direct and
explicit threat against Tehran. Referring to the
movement of ‘a massive fleet’ toward Iran, Trump
wrote on Truth Social that “hopefully Iran will
quickly ‘come to the table’ and negotiate a fair and
equitable deal - no nuclear weapons - one that is
good for all parties. Time is running out, it is truly
of the essence! This explicit threat, combined
with references to past military operations and
the possibility of future strikes, clearly reflects
Washington's strategy of maximum pressure
and its attempt to impose its demands. Iran’s
response was firm and unequivocal, declaring
that it would raise its defensive readiness to
the highest level. This stance underscores Iran’s
emphasis on defense readiness and signals to
the United States that any attempt to force Iran
into accepting unilateral conditions will fail. It
also demonstrates that, contrary to some media
portrayals, Iran has no intention of surrendering
to military pressure and will only consider
negotiations if its national rights and interests
are guaranteed.

Armane-Melli: What role would Israel play in
apotential Iran-U.S. war?

Armane-Melli discussed Israel’s potential role
in a possible military confrontation between

Iran and the United States in an interview
with international affairs analyst Hassan
Beheshtipour. According to Beheshtipour, Israel’s
political turmoil, its economic challenges, US.
strategic considerations, and Iran’s own domestic
realities all indicate that war is neither likely nor
desirable—for any external actor or for Iran itself.
Nevertheless, the risk of political exploitation
of domestic discontent and the possibility that
certain groups may take advantage of heightened
tensions remains. Contrary to media narratives,
Israel is not in a position to launch a large-
scale war. Internal divisions and simultaneous
engagements in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, and
Iran have imposed unprecedented financial and
military burdens on the Israeli government. Under
such circumstances, rhetorical threats serve more
of a psychological function than an operational
one. In the current volatile environment, some
hardline factions—by promoting ideas such as
a ‘pre-emptive strike’ on Israel—are effectively
advancing the interests of Israel and the United
States. A pre-emptive attack would not only hand
Iran’s adversaries a ready-made justification, but
would also alienate Iran’s current partners and
draw previously neutral regional states into the
conflict.

Javan: A dangerous precedent and a
deflection from internal crises

In an article, Javan dealt with the European
Union’s recent decision to place Iran’s IRGC on
its so-called list of ‘terrorist organizations.
The paper argues that the move has triggered
widespread domestic reactions and serious legal
and political criticism. According to the article,
the decision lacks any basis in international
law or independent expert assessment and
represents a clearly biased, provocative, and
costly step in the realm of international relations.
From the perspective of Iranian public opinion,
the measure is not merely an action against a
military institution; it is perceived as a direct
affront to national sovereignty, collective dignity,
and the historical will of the Iranian people.
The IRGC is an official and constitutionally
recognized institution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. It is regarded as a central pillar of national
defense responsible for safeguarding security,
territorial integrity, and the country’s strategic
interests. Labeling a sovereign state institution
as a terrorist constitutes a dangerous precedent
in international law and a blatant violation of
fundamental principles such as respect for state
sovereignty and the prohibition of interference in
internal affairs.

Egypt urges de-escalation in calls with

Iran and US

TEHRAN — Egypthasintensified diplomatic
efforts to prevent renewed conflict in West
Asia, holding separate phone calls with Iran’s
foreign minister and the US. Middle East
envoy amid mounting regional concern that
President Donald Trump’s escalating rhetoric
could push the region toward another war.

According to a statement released by
Egypt's Foreign Ministry, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty spoke by phone with
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and
U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff, exchanging views on
regional developments and the urgent need
to reduce tensions.

The ministry said Abdelatty stressed
“the necessity of increasing efforts aimed
at de-escalation, cooperation to establish
calm, and preventing the region from being
drawn into instability.” He also emphasized
the importance of prioritizing diplomatic
solutions and achieving sustainable political
agreements in support of long-term regional

security and stability.

Egypt's intervention comes as fears
grow that tensions between Washington
and Tehran could spiral into open conflict
following recent riots in Iran, which were
exploited by armed Mossad and CIA-
affiliated groups seeking to destabilize the
country. Analysts in Tehran warn that the
failure of those unrest efforts has increased
the likelihood that external actors may turn
once again to direct military confrontation.

The diplomatic push is also unfolding
against the backdrop of the June war, a brief
but intense 12-day conflict that erupted after
Israel attacked Iranian targets and the United
States carried out strikes on Iranian facilities
in the middle of indirect talks between
Tehran and Washington. Iran responded
with retaliatory operations, forcing a halt
to hostilities and sharply raising the cost of
further escalation.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Iran, China and Russia to hold naval drill

TEHRAN - Iran, China, and Russia plan to hold a
naval drill, codenamed “security belt”, on the last
day of the current Iranian month of Bahman (Jan.
21-Feb. 19), Tasnim reported.

Fleets from Iran’s Army, the Islamic Revolution

Guard Corps (IRGC), China, and Russia will take
part in the maneuver in the northern Indian

Ocean.

The drill will be the eighth of its kind since 2019.

Leader visits Imam Khomeini’s mausoleum
ahead of revolution’s 47th anniv.

B

From page 1 » Sunday marks the
historic return of Imam Khomeini
from exile in Paris in 1979—an
event that ignited nationwide
protests against the U.S-backed
Pahlavi regime and culminated in
its overthrow. The anniversary is
commemorated annually through
the Ten-Day Dawn celebrations in
Iran and by supporters of the Islamic
Republic worldwide.

The Leader’s public appearance
came despite hostile media
campaigns—most ~ notably by
London-based  networks—falsely
claiming that Ayatollah Khamenei
was “hiding in an underground
shelter” amid heightened tensions
with the United States. Iranian
officials say such reports are part
of a broader psychological and
information war aimed at projecting
instability where none exists.

The visit also followed weeks
of heightened rhetoric from US.
President Donald Trump, who has
repeatedly threatened Iran with
military action. Earlier this month,
Trump openly encouraged armed
rioters to seize state institutions,
promising that “help is on its way,’
while simultaneously presiding over
a major U.S. military buildup in and
around the Persian Gulf.

Peaceful protests over economic
grievances—largely caused by years
of USS. sanctions—were hijacked on
January 8 and 9 and then escalated
through January 14 by foreign-
backed armed groups and terrorist

President Masoud Pezeshkian and his cabinet team paid a visit to
the shrine of Imam Khomeini on Saturday to renew their commit-
ment to the principles set by the Imam as the 10-day celebrations

marking the 47th year of the Islamic Revolution begin.

elements. The violence resulted in
widespread arson, vandalism, and
attacks on public infrastructure,
shops, ambulances, and government
facilities, leading to the deaths
of scores of civilians and security
personnel.

Despite the scale of the unrest,
Iran says it successfully restored
security, dismantled armed
networks, and prevented the
country from being dragged into
chaos, frustrating what Tehran
describes as a plan to pave the way
for a second U.S. military assault in
January.

With that scenario having failed,
Trump has since shifted tactics—

from overt calls for violence to
threats of war unless Iran accepts
a US-imposed deal, warning that
any strike would be “far worse” than
the June 2025 U.S. attack on Iranian
nuclear facilities, which occurred
just days before indirect nuclear
talks.

Iran has categorically rejected
threats and intimidation, insisting
that diplomacy can only succeed
on the basis of mutual respect
and international law. Officials say
Tehran is prepared for a nuclear
agreement that guarantees Iran will
not pursue nuclear weapons but will
not dismantle its peaceful nuclear
program or negotiate non-nuclear

issues under pressure.

President Masoud Pezeshkian,
speaking at Imam Khomeini’s shrine
on Saturday, said that Trump, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
and certain European actors sought
to inflame unrest and deepen
divisions inside Iran.

“The goal was to fragment the
country and turn social concerns
into hatred and conflict Pezeshkian
said, noting that while some
ordinary citizens were drawn into
the streets, the use of firearms,
arson, and attacks on security forces
exposed the operation as something
far beyond legitimate protest.

“In - genuine social protests,
people do not burn markets,
attack ambulances, or kill soldiers,”
he added, stressing that the
government remains committed
to listening to citizens' economic
concerns and addressing them
responsibly.

Pezeshkian emphasized that the
presence and guidance of Ayatollah
Khamenei  have  consistently
neutralized such plots, adding that
I[ran remains united and prepared
to defend itself if confronted with
aggression.

Iranian officials warn that any new
US. or Israeli attack would not weaken
the Islamic Republic, but instead risk
a region-wide conflict with global
consequences—a reality, they say,
that makes coercion a dangerous and
self-defeating strategy.

Army chief says ‘Iran’s finger on the trigger’
as US talks up naval military buildup

From page 1 » He cautioned that any mis-
calculation would immediately endanger “their
own security, their troops, the region as a whole,
and the criminal Zionist regime,” stressing that
Iran would respond without hesitation.

General Hatami’s remarks come in the after-
math of a failed U.S.-Israeli attempt to destabi-
lize Iran internally in preparation for a second

military assault planned for January.

Peaceful protests over economic hardships—
rooted in years of U.S. sanctions—were hijacked
between January 8 and January 14 by coordinat-
ed networks linked to CIA and Mossad-backed
operatives, turning demonstrations into violent
riots across multiple cities. The unrest caused
extensive vandalism, arson, and destruction of
public infrastructure, and led to the deaths of
around 2,500 people, including Iranian security
personnel and ordinary civilians.

Despite the scale of the violence, Iran suc-
cessfully dismantled the armed cells, restored
order, and re-established nationwide security,
depriving Washington of the internal collapse it
had hoped would pave the way for another war.

With that plan having failed, US. President
Donald Trump is now left weighing whether to
launch a direct attack—an option analysts widely
agree would not collapse the Islamic Republic but

instead ignite a full-scale regional war with global
economic and security consequences.

General Hatami noted that Iran’s defensive
capabilities have advanced significantly since
the 12-day war imposed by Israel and the United
States in June, particularly in missile systems,
air defenses, and deterrence doctrine.

He said the conflict transformed Iran’s un-
derstanding of modern, hybrid warfare and
exposed critical weaknesses in enemy strategy.

“Even Russia, despite more than three years
of confrontation with NATO, does not possess
the kind of battlefield experience we gained in
those 12 days,” Hatami said. “We confronted the
full spectrum of enemy technology and hybrid
warfare. We identified their weaknesses and
our own strengths. Today, our defensive power
is fundamentally different—and it is not some-
thing that can be destroyed”

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Araghchi to Washington: Diplomacy is not a one-way street of dictates
Iranian FM says ‘U.S. must give assurances there will be no new attack or threat’

From page 1 » Araghchi em-
phasized that Tehran and Ankara
share a deep-rooted commitment
to regional stability, standing to-
gether against “sinister plots”
aimed at fragmenting the region.

“Iran has never abandoned di-
plomacy,” Araghchi noted, con-
firming that intermediaries de-
liver messages from U.S. officials
almost daily. However, he dis-
missed these overtures as “arti-
ficial” if they are accompanied by
coercion.

“Negotiation is a give-and-take.
No one can determine the result
before the process begins. If the
US. wants serious diplomacy, it
must first abandon its policy of
intimidation and treat Iran with
mutual respect”

Addressing the recent history
of US.-Israeli aggression, the For-

eign Minister pointed to the June
2025 strikes on Iran as a turning
point that shattered trust. He
said that those attacks occurred
precisely while indirect talks were
progressing in Muscat.

“The June aggression was a fail-
ure; they achieved none of their
objectives and were forced to seek
a ceasefire after 12 days. We have
learned from that experience. Our
ballistic missiles are ready, and
our response to any new folly will
be shocking and more powerful
than ever before”

The foreign minister added that
the US. “must give assurances
that not only it will not launch a
new attack, but even that there
will be no threat”

Araghchi also addressed the
European Union’s recent “stra-
tegic blunder” in designating the

Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) as a terrorist organization.

He characterized the move as
a desperate act of submission to
US. dictates. “The IRGC is a le-
gitimate, constitutional pillar of
our sovereign state. Without their
sacrifices, Daesh [ISIS] would be
operating in the heart of Europe
today,” he stated, warning that
Iran’s Parliament is prepared to
reciprocate by blacklisting Euro-
pean militaries.

Touching on domestic issues,
Araghchi clarified the nature of
recent unrest, distinguishing be-
tween citizens with economic
grievances and “armed terrorists”
who hijacked protests to serve
foreign agendas.

He said that official records
show 3,117 fatalities. Of this fig-
ure, the minister said, over 2,000

are martyrs, mostly security per-
sonnel and civilians. He dismissed
Western claims of much higher
casualties as “big lies” intended to
justify “regime change” fantasies
that have no basis in reality.

In his discussions with Turkish
top officials, Araghchi reiterated
Tehran’s position that the security
of the region must be managed by
regional states and not extra-re-
gional powers.

He reaffirmed Iran’s support for
Syrian territorial integrity and the
necessity of ending the Israeli oc-
cupation of Syrian lands.

“We are ready for any scenar-
io,” Araghchi concluded. “Whether
through the path of diplomacy
or the necessity of defense, the
dignity of the Iranian nation is
non-negotiable”

Putin hosts Iranian security chief in Kremlin

TEHRAN — President Vladimir Putin received Ali
Larijani, the Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, for a high-stakes summit at the
Kremlin on Friday.

Iranian Ambassador to Moscow Kazem Jalali
confirmed the meeting took place Friday evening,
stating that the “main core of the conversations
revolved around expanding relations between the
two nations, particularly in the economic sphere.”

Beyond the bilateral framework, the two pol-
iticians engaged in “thorough consultations on
vital regional and global issues,” ensuring a syn-
chronized response to the evolving geopolitical

landscape.

The summit followed the volatile security envi-
ronment created by U.S. President Donald Trump’s
renewed threats of military action against the
Islamic Republic and the U.S. military’s military
buildup in the Middle East.

The Kremlin has advocated for diplomatic solu-
tions rooted in the absolute respect for Iranian
sovereignty, viewing Tehran’s stability as a corner-
stone of regional peace.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov issued a sharp
warning on January 26, stating that any military
strike against the Islamic Republic would result in a

“serious destabilization” of the Middle East.

Peskov characterized the prospect of an attack
as “another step toward serious destabilization of
the situation in the region,” stressing that Mos-
cow expects all international parties to show re-
straint and resolve differences exclusively through
“peaceful negotiations.”

This stance builds on earlier statements from
the Russian Foreign Ministry after the recent wave
of unrest in Iran, which condemned “subversive
external interference” in Iranian internal affairs
and labeled threats of military force as “categor-
ically unacceptable.”



A framework for collective security in the
Persian Gulf and West Asia

Frome Page 1 » As a result,
middle powers can no longer rely
on external guarantees or ab-
stract norms for their security.
They must instead take an active
role in shaping the structures
and arrangements that safe-
guard their interests. The cen-
tral strategic question is how to
achieve this.

Two broad approaches present
themselves. The first is align-
ment: accepting a subordinate
position in the hope that com-
pliance with a dominant power
will yield protection. The experi-
ences of Ukraine, Syria, and oth-
er conflict zones demonstrate
the limitations and risks of this
strategy. The second approach is
the pursuit of collective security.
Attempts to shield a country be-
hind ideological, political, or eco-
nomic isolation have consistent-
ly produced fragility, stagnation,
and long-term instability. Iran’s
recent experience underscores
this reality with particular clarity.
Collective action, therefore, is not
merely an alternative—it is the
only sustainable path forward.

Bilateral negotiations with a
hegemonic power are inherently
asymmetrical. While such talks
should not be dismissed out-
right, they cannot form the back-
bone of a viable long-term strat-
egy. A more effective approach
is to embed diplomacy within a
framework of collective security,
enabling negotiations within a
broader coalition rather than in
isolation.

Negotiation in the emerging
global order

In today’s international sys-
tem, the primary question is no
longer whether to negotiate with
dominant powers, but how to do
so. The real strategic choice lies
between individual and collective
negotiation. The underlying logic
is simple: states that are absent
from negotiations become ob-
jects of negotiation rather than
participants in shaping out-
comes. As famously noted by
Canada’s prime minister at the
World Economic Forum in Davos,
“If you're not at the table, you're
on the menu.” President Emman-
uel Macron’s reported remark to
Donald Trump—"“We can do great
things on Iran, but | don’t under-
stand what youre doing with
Greenland’—reflects the same
dynamic.

In this context, Iran increas-
ingly risks being treated as a
bargaining chip rather than an
autonomous actor. The criti-

cal strategic issue, therefore, is
whether Iran approaches ne-
gotiations alone or as part of a
broader collective that amplifies
its leverage and legitimacy.

Regional conditions and stra-
tegic vulnerability

The aftermath of October 7, Is-
rael’s subsequent 12-day military
confrontation with Iran, the sus-
pension of indirect U.S.-Iran ne-
gotiations, and the persistence of
a fragile “neither war nor peace”
environment have placed Iran’s
security in a prolonged state of
uncertainty. Explicit threats from
both the United States and Is-
rael, coupled with Washington’s
declared reluctance to resume
negotiations, have elevated this
uncertainty into a more immedi-
ate and existential concern.

Although Iran retains the ca-
pacity to defend itself, a more
prudent strategy would be to
alter the strategic framework
within which threats are gener-
ated. Any opportunity for direct
engagement with the United
States should be pursued, but
such engagement must be an-
chored in a broader regional
vision. Without a clearly artic-
ulated strategic horizon, Iran’s
actions risk appearing reactive,
tactical, and aimed primarily at
buying time. Under such condi-
tions, even negotiating partners
may discount Iran’s commit-
ments and intentions.

Equally important, reliance
on a single external partner—
whether Washington or Beijing—
is unlikely to succeed. Iran’s rela-
tions with both powers must be
pursued in parallel. The objective
of a collective security frame-
work is precisely to reshape the
strategic environment by intro-
ducing additional stakeholders
into the Iran-U.S. equation.

Iran and the global value
chain

The central analytical premise

e

of this framework is that a threat
to Iran is not merely a threat to
one state; it is a threat to the
global value chain (GVC). Iran oc-
cupies a structurally significant
position in international energy
markets, trade corridors, and the
supply of raw materials. Its geo-
graphic and economic role makes
it a key node in global production
and distribution networks.

Any sustained military threat
or conflict involving Iran would
therefore produce consequences
far beyond the political sphere.
Disruptions would ripple through
energy markets, international
trade routes, and industrial sup-
ply chains, imposing systemic
costs on the global economy.
From this perspective, threats
directed at Iran are simultane-
ously threats to the interests of
all actors whose economic life-
lines depend on stability in the
Persian Gulf and West Asia.

Iran’s  strategic  response
should therefore be to frame its
security not as a narrowly na-
tional concern, but as a shared
interest of the principal stake-
holders in the regional segment
of the global value chain. Nego-
tiations with the United States
should then take place within a
collective, multilateral frame-
work to establish a durable
non-aggression arrangement.

Security, trade, and the logic
of interdependence

The global value chain en-
compasses complex networks
of production, energy transmis-
sion, transportation, raw ma-
terials, technology, finance, and
consumption, distributed across
multiple countries from design
to final delivery. These networks
bind national economies togeth-
er through deep interdepen-
dence. In the emerging global or-
der, the security of these chains
has become a central concern of
both governments and multina-
tional corporations.

Supply chain resilience is now
widely recognized as a core com-
ponent of national economic se-
curity. Recent US. actions and
rhetoric—whether in Venezuela
or Greenland—are best under-
stood through this lens. What is
often described as a “new world
order” is, in practice, the outcome
of supply chain realignment. This
process has given rise to new
forms of cooperation among
states across security, econom-
ic, and technological domains,
rendering trade and security in-
creasingly inseparable.

States that remain marginal to
global economic networks face
declining relevance. Power in this
environment is increasingly de-
fined by a country’s position in
the global value chain, while eco-
nomic interdependence trans-
lates into geopolitical influence.
Iranian policymaking, however,
remains primarily shaped by out-
dated bipolar frameworks and
has yet to fully internalize these
structural shifts.

Iran’s structural importance

Iran’s role within the global
value chain is frequently under-
estimated. Its strategic impor-
tance derives from several fac-
tors:

* Iran holds approximately 10
percent of global oil reserves
and 15 percent of natural gas
reserves, placing it at the core of
international energy security.

*

More than 20 percent of
global oil trade—particularly
supplies destined for Europe and
East Asia—passes through the
Strait of Hormuz, an area under
Iran’s geographic influence.

* Iran serves as a critical hub
for major international transport
corridors, including East-West,
North-South, the China—Persian
Gulf route, and TRACECA.

* It is a significant supplier of
raw materials to downstream in-
dustries in major regional econ-
omies such as China, India, and
Turkey.

Military threats against Iran
would therefore trigger cascad-
ing effects: volatility in global
energy markets, disruption of
critical transit routes, increased
pressure on alternatives such
as the Suez Canal, higher trans-
portation and insurance costs,
weakened industrial  supply
chains, and elevated geopolitical
risk across the Middle East.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

American security and double standard of disorder

Frome Page 1 » widespread destruction
of public property, armed attacks, the kill-
ing of security personnel and ordinary cit-
izens, and the organized activity of violent
groups were all present, yet many Western
outlets portrayed them simply as “popular
protests.”

Security narratives at home

In his comments on Minnesota, Trump
explicitly emphasized the “trained” nature
of the protesters. From his perspective,
violent behavior cannot be the product of
spontaneous social anger; it is instead the
result of professional organization and di-
rection. This is precisely the language long
used in the security discourse of various
states to describe organized instability—
but it is deemed legitimate only when such
events occur within U.S. borders.

Within this framework, an attack on a
church is labeled a “riot,” collective chants
are seen as “planned madness,” and dis-
ruptions of public order are treated as
direct threats to national security. Even
deportation is presented as a legitimate
option—without mainstream Western me-
dia characterizing these positions as “the
suppression of protest.”

Protest beyond the borders

Yet this same logic undergoes a sud-
den transformation when applied to Iran.
During Iran’s winter unrest, a network of
hostile media outlets worked from the ear-
liest hours to marginalize violence and cen-

ter an emotional narrative of “defenseless
people” In this framing, armed attackers
became “protesters,” sabotage was recast
as “civic action,” and even the assassination
of security forces was portrayed as a “natu-
ral response to repression.”’

The direct role of the United States and
Israel in guiding the media, cyber, and even
operational dimensions of these distur-
bances has been repeatedly exposed by
Iranian officials and some independent re-
ports. Billions of tomans in damage to in-
frastructure, the deaths of hundreds of Ira-
nians, and the presence of trained elements
carrying out violence under the guise of or-
dinary citizens never found a serious place
in the dominant Western narrative.

Media as a tool of legitimization

The core difference lies not in the nature
of the events, but in how they are narrat-
ed. Western media, depending on geogra-
phy and political interests, decide whether
a violent act is called “protest” or “riot,” a
“popular movement” or “terrorism.” This is
the point at which security ceases to be a
universal principle and becomes a political
instrument.

Trump—the same politician who repeat-
edly threatened military action against Iran
under the pretext of “supporting protest-
ers’—now shows not the slightest toler-
ance for the concept of protest when con-
fronted with domestic unrest. This duality is
neither accidental nor cultural; it is rooted

in the logic of power.
Selective security in the American order

In a political order where the United
States sees itself as both architect and ar-
biter, security is not an absolute right but
a selective privilege. If instability serves to
weaken an independent state, it is celebrat-
ed as a “cry for freedom”; if the same insta-
bility threatens internal power structures,
it is instantly reduced to “professional riot-
ing”

Trump’s recent remarks are less about
Minnesota than they are a mirror of this
double standard—a logic that reveals how
the line between protest and disorder is
drawn not by human or legal criteria, but by
political interests. In such a landscape, what
is ultimately sacrificed is not only truth, but
the lives of human beings—labeled “pro-
testers” in one moment and “agitators” in
another, solely because the geography of
violence has changed.
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We need to criticize
ourselves to fix
weaknesses: Jafari

TEHRAN - Marzieh Jafari, head coach of
Iran’s women’s national football team, says
self-criticism is essential as the team pre-
pare for the 2026 AFC Women's Asian Cup.

Team Melli Banovan have been drawn into
Group A, alongside Australia, Korea Republic,
and the Philippines.

Iran will open their campaign against Korea
Republic on March 2.

“The national team camp will begin on Feb.
11, after the conclusion of the Iran Women'’s
Premier League, at the National Football
Center;” Jafari said. “We have only about one
month until our first official match in the
Asian Cup, which makes the preparation pro-
cess very difficult and sensitive.”

Referring to the limited time remain-
ing before the tournament in Australia, she
added:“Without a doubt, lack of time is one
of our main challenges. Preparing a national
team under ideal conditions requires more
time, but at the moment we are dealing with
league commitments and calendar limita-
tions. Honestly, limited access to players has
made the preparation process difficult, and
this has caused us some concern. Self-criti-
cism is a fundamental principle for us so that
we can make more precise decisions in the
remaining time.”

“In this short period, we must work simul-
taneously on the players’ mental, physical,
and technical readiness and bring them to
optimal condition. That is why every train-
ing session is extremely important, and we
must make the most of every opportunity,”
she said. “The Asian Cup is a high-pressure
tournament with a high technical level, and
players must be fully prepared both mentally
and physically.”

Jafari emphasized that managing train-
ing load, maintaining player health, and im-
proving team cohesion are key priorities.
“We hope the players enter the camp with-
out injuries, because at this stage any injury
can significantly affect our preparation. With
such limited time, there is no room to com-
pensate for mistakes or long interruptions.”

She also pointed to the team’s recent
preparations: “During the most recent FIFA
window, when we traveled to Uzbekistan for
two friendly matches, we played with our
second team. We had planned to play a pre-
paratory match in Australia before the Asian
Cup, but that was not possible”

“We criticize ourselves so that we can cor-
rect our weaknesses in the remaining time.
Our ultimate goal is the success of Iranian
women. With unity, cooperation, and proper
planning, we can send a prepared and cohe-
sive team to Australia and be a worthy repre-
sentative of Iranian women’s football,” Jafari
concluded.

Iran’s Gorgan
lose to Astana:
2025/26 FIBA
WASL

TEHRAN - BC Astana rose to solo no. 2 in
the 2025/26 FIBA WASL-West Asia League
standings following a vengeful 88-73 victory
over Shahrdari Gorgan at the Sarkarya Velo-
drome on Friday night.

The Kazakhstan Basketball Championship
outfit built a good lead in the second chapter
before breaking away for good in the ensuing
period on the way to getting back at the same
team that spoiled their season debut.

But more than earning a measure of pay-
back against their Iran Basketball League
counterparts, the home team were able to
get close with current first-placers Al Riyadi
(4-2) as they improved their record to 4-1.

[t>s worth noting as well that the win en-
abled the crew to stay unbeaten at home - all
of their wins thus far in the season were at
the famed Velodrome, which has long been

SPORTS

FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Straight Truth

the home of Kazakh national teams, too.

«Every game is very important for us be-
cause we need to stay high [in the standings]
for the playoffs,» offered Astana head coach
Ramunas Crvika. «Because, we can have the
homecourt advantage.»

Four finished in double figures in the win,
with guard Eric Day earning Capelli Sport
Player of the Game honors after submitting
18 points, 8 of which he produced in the third
quarter to help spearhead the pullaway.

«It feels really good,» said Day, who also
had 3 rebounds and 8 assists plus 2 steals,
on beating Gorgan. «We just came in pre-
pared, willing to do whatever it takes to get
the win, and we were victorious today.»

Robert Pan also registered 18 points, which
he laced with 11 rebounds. Askar Maydekin
delivered 16 points, while Alexandr Zhigulin
chipped in 10 points and 6 boards for Astana,
who tallied 24 assists as a unit.

The former WASL bronze medalists will
look to extend their winning run to five when
they take on Sagesse SC in a clash between
streaking sides on February 4, Wednesday, at
the Ghazir Club Stadium in Lebanon.

Perry Petty and Nosratollah Yazarloo had
14 points apiece for Gorgan, who fell to 3-2
following the loss.

Amirhossein Yazarloo made 12 points while
Jordan Hamiton added 11 points for the two-
time WASL-West Asia runners-up, who will
try to get back on track when they take on
Wednesday as well in Ghazir.

Sepahan winger
Asgari undergoes
knee surgery

TEHRAN - Sepahan football team winger
Mohammad Asgari has undergone knee sur-
gery.

Asgari underwent a successful surgery on
Friday.

Manouchehr Nikfar, the CEO of Sepahan
Club, visited Asgari and was informed about
the latest updates on the player’'s medical
condition.

Asgari, who suffered an anterior cruciate
ligament (ACL) injury while playing for Iran’s
U23 national team, will begin the next stag-
es of his treatment and rehabilitation in the
near future.

Ali Karimi close to
joining Sepahan

TEHRAN - Kayserispor midfielder Ali Karimi
is on the verge of returning to the Persian
Gulf Pro League outfit Sepahan.

Karimi, a talented product of Sepahan’s
academy, joined the club’s youth teams at
the age of eight. After spending 12 seasons
progressing from the youth levels to Sepa-
han’s senior team and earning a call-up to
Iran’s senior national team following appear-
ances for the youth and U23 sides, he spent
two seasons playing abroad with Dinamo
Zagreb and Lokomotiva Zagreb in Croatia. At
the age of 23, the Iranian midfielder returned
to Sepahan and, after one season, joined Es-
teghlal.

Karimi joined to Al-Qatar SC from Estegh-
lal and then joined Al-Duhail midway through
the season. At the end of that campaign, he
was transferred to Kayserispor in Turkey.
After four seasons with the Turkish club, he
is now a free agent and has received a new
offer from Sepahan.

At the beginning of the season, Karimi was
close to signing with Esteghlal, but an in-
crease in his financial demands led the club
to withdraw from the deal.

The former national team midfielder, who
has been without a club for half a season,
is now close to wearing Sepahan’s jersey
for the third time following a request from
Moharram Navidkia and the start of negoti-
ations by the club’s management. Finalizing
the deal depends on reaching a financial
agreement between the parties.
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Paknejad plays down concerns over
U.S. dealings with Iran’s oil customers

TEHRAN - Iran’s oil minister dismissed
concerns that potential US. dealings with
buyers of Iranian crude could undermine Teh-
ran’s oil sales or revenues, saying the country
remains in control of its export strategy.

Mohsen Paknejad said worries that global
oil prices could fall following U.S. moves to
seize Venezuelan oil, pushing Iran’s selling
price below budget assumptions, were mis-
placed.

“The oil market is dynamic,” Paknejad was
quoted as saying by state broadcaster IRIB.

He added that base prices are set using
global benchmarks that are outside Iran’s
control and depend on external variables.

He said Iran adjusts to market changes and
coordinates closely with end buyers through
negotiations that take operational costs into
account, noting that supply conditions and
demand volumes also shift seasonally.

“Different indicators affect pricing, and
our colleagues take all of them into account

to secure the best possible selling price,” the
minister said.

Responding to concerns that the Unit-
ed States, having access to Venezuelan oil,
might seek to strike deals with Iran’s regular
customers such as China, Paknejad said there
was no cause for concern.

“We have full command of our area of work,
and there is no need to worry about these is-
sues,” he said.

World Bank says 3 governance
indicators improved in Iran

From Page 1 » The government effective-
ness score increased to 37.61 in 2024 from
36.95in 2023, while the control of corruption
score edged up to 24.63 from 24.15, indicat-
ing a slight improvement in efforts to curb
financial corruption.

However, Iran’s performance declined in

three other indicators.

The political stability score fell to 38.89 in
2024 from 44.21a year earlier.

Regulatory quality slipped to 31.03 from
31.7, while the rule of law score declined to
35.71 from 36.3 in 2023, according to the re-
port.

Iran’s 4th Eurasia International Trade
Exhibition postponed

TEHRAN- The fourth Eurasia International
Trade Exhibition has been postponed to the
second half of the Iranian calendar month
Farvardin (late March/early April) to facil-
itate a more magnificent and grand-scale
hosting of this international event.

According to an announcement by lran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), the
exhibition, which was scheduled to be held
during February 1-4 at the Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds, has been post-
poned due to disruptions in communication
networks, logistical challenges, and the ap-
proaching holy month of Ramadan.

Based on the assessment of the Trade
Development Organization, since one of the
fundamental objectives of this event is to
ensure better organization and dignified
hosting of foreign guests and merchants, its
holding has been rescheduled for the second
half of Farvardin.

In this announcement, the TPO has stated
that, given that the inaugural session of the
Iran-Eurasia Trade-Economic Cooperation
Meeting was also planned to be held on the
sidelines of this exhibition, it is therefore ap-
propriate that this purposeful event be held
with comprehensive planning and a holistic
view towards all its various aspects.

TPO Head Mohammad Ali Dehghan Dehna-
vi has recently referred to Iran’s free trade
agreement with Eurasia and added: “With the
implementation of this agreement, 87 per-
cent of goods exchanged between Iran and
the five member countries of the Eurasian
Union became subject to zero tariffs, creat-
ing an unprecedented capacity for an export
leap. This agreement has created significant
capacity for trade development between Iran
and Eurasian countries. Consequently, lran’s
exports to the Eurasian region experienced
a 16% growth over the first eight months of
this year”

Referring to research conducted at the
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran, De-
hghan Dehnavi stated: “If the goods Iran
currently exports to various countries are
matched with the goods Eurasian Union
member countries import from other parts
of the world, it will become clear that for Rus-
sia alone, there is approximately $12 billion in
potential trade capacity—a figure nearly ten
times Iran’s current exports to that country.
This means that merely by activating exist-

ing capacities, exports can be multiplied.
Furthermore, goods that are currently only
produced for domestic consumption can be
identified and potentially developed into ex-
port products, finding new markets in Eur-
asian countries.”

He further emphasized the necessity of re-
moving non-tariff barriers between Iran and
Eurasian Union member countries, stating:
“One such issue lies in the areas of standards
and removing transportation obstacles. Cur-
rently, connectivity has been established on
the eastern side of the Caspian Sea, and on
the western side, the Rasht-Astara railway
project is being pursued. New railway routes
via Nakhchivan and Armenia are also under
consideration. In the field of standards, a ma-
jor non-tariff barrier is the lack of a common
standard language between Iran and Eur-
asian countries, as differences in standard
systems have caused problems for Iranian
producers. Removing this obstacle can pave
the way for export development.”

The head of the Trade Promotion Orga-
nization of Iran stressed the importance of
promotional activities and increasing mu-
tual understanding between traders of both
sides, adding: “Creating spaces for dialogue,
negotiation, and contract signing among
economic actors is very important, and trade
exhibitions are considered the most orga-
nized tool for achieving this goal”

“Currently, the private sector, especial-
ly in the medical equipment field, has been
successful in this path and has managed to
achieve significant exports to Eurasian coun-
tries by registering their products.”

Referring to the role of customs in imple-
menting the free trade agreement, Dehghan
Dehnavi stated: “In the customs domain, Iran
Customs has played an effective role in the
joint committee negotiations. One import-
ant action is moving towards the electronic
exchange of information, which can remove
part of the non-tariff barriers. Additional-
ly, good measures have been taken in rail
transportation; the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways has reached important agreements
with Eurasian countries and active railway
routes have been established. However, in
road transportation, we still face problems
such as prolonged waiting times for trucks,
which harms exports. This sector requires
more serious measures.”

IMIDRO says 420 exploration
maps to draw private investment

TEHRAN - Iran’s Mines and
Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IM-
IDRO) plans to use more than 400
newly produced exploration maps
to attract private sector partici-
pation and reduce risk in mineral
exploration, its head said.

Mohammad-Massoud
Samiei-Nejad said the production
of 420 priority 1:50,000-scale
exploration maps would provide
baseline data to help identify
critical and strategic mineral re-
serves, according to a report by
state broadcaster IRIB.

He said the project is being
carried out under a tripartite
agreement between IMIDRO, the
Geological Survey and Mineral
Explorations of Iran, and the Min-
istry of Industry, Mine and Trade.

The six-year program, running
from 2026 to 2031, is expected
to require investment of about
$1.0 billion, with average annual
financing needs of around $170
million, Samiei-Nejad said.

He added that the project could
lead to the identification of at
least two world-class metallic
mineral deposits with an estimat-
ed value of $30 billion.

Samiei-Nejad said that under
Iran’s Seventh National Devel-
opment Plan, exploration blocks
will soon be offered nationwide
through the Iran Mercantile Ex-
change in the form of investment
packages. Exploration licenses
will be transferred to qualified
individuals or companies, group-
ing nearby deposits with similar
minerals into single packages, he
said.

Referring to Kerman province,
he said the region holds more
than 8 billion tons of proven min-
eral reserves across 42 types of
minerals and accounts for about
140 million tons of annual ex-
traction. Several of Iran’s world-
class mines, including Sarchesh-

meh and Miduk copper and Gol
Gohar iron ore, are located in the
province.

Samiei-Nejad said expand-
ed exploration activity in re-
cent years, including airborne
geophysics, deep drilling and
three-dimensional geological
modelling, has opened new pros-
pects in Kerman. Over the past
five years, six exploration zones
covering 32,000 square kilome-
ters have been allocated to IMID-
RO and its subsidiaries, leading to
the identification of 50 promising
areas, the issuance of five discov-
ery certificates and 21 exploration
licenses.

He also stressed the role of uni-
versities in supporting sustain-
able mining development, saying
that responsible mining must
balance economic value creation
with environmental protection
and long-term job opportunities,
supported by skilled human cap-
ital and new technologies.

I[ran’s mining sector is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy, en-
dowed with substantialand diverse
mineral wealth. The country holds
the world’s largest zinc reserves,
second largest copper reserves,
and ranks among the top ten for
iron ore, lead, and gypsum. Major
mining and metallurgical com-
plexes, such as the Sarcheshmeh
and Miduk copper mines and the
Chadormalu and Golgohar iron ore
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mines, are pivotal to the industry.

Despite its vast potential, the
sector faces significant challeng-
es. International sanctions have
severely restricted access to for-
eign investment, cutting-edge
technology, and modern mining
equipment. This has led to under-
development, with many mines
operating below capacity using
outdated methods. Infrastruc-
ture limitations, including insuffi-
cient rail and port facilities, ham-
per both domestic processing and
export logistics. Water scarcity
in Iran’s arid climate also poses
a major operational and environ-
mental constraint.

Nevertheless, the Iranian gov-
ernment actively promotes the
sector as a strategic alternative
to oil dependence. Policies aim
to attract domestic and allied
investment, increase the val-
ue-added through domestic pro-
cessing (e.g., steel and copper
cathode production), and develop
downstream industries. Thereis a
strong focus on boosting exports
of processed minerals to regional
markets.

Geopolitical factors remain the
dominant influence. While part-
nerships with countries like China
and Russia provide some capital
and technical support, compre-
hensive Western sanctions con-
tinue to stifle growth. The future
trajectory of Iran’s mining sector

is therefore inextricably linked
to the broader geopolitical land-
scape. If constraints ease, its
immense reserves could be rap-
idly developed; if they persist, the
sector will likely continue to oper-
ate well below its true potential,
despite its foundational role in
the national economy.

The Iranian Mines & Mining
Industries Development & Ren-
ovation Organization (IMIDRO) is
the paramount state-owned
holding company and the central
pillar of Iran’s mining and metals
sector. Established in 2004, its
mission is to lead the strategic
development, modernization, and
integration of the country’s vast
mineral resources to reduce eco-
nomic dependence on oil.

IMIDRO oversees a massive
network of subsidiaries and affil-
iated companies across the entire
value chain of key commodities.
Its portfolio includes major na-
tional giants in steel (e.g., Mo-
barakeh Steel Company),alu-
minum (Iranian Aluminum
Company), copper (National Ira-
nian Copper Industries Company),
and mineral exploration. It drives
mega-projects aimed at increas-
ing production capacity, promot-
ing value-added processing (like
turning ore into finished metal),
and developing required infra-
structure such as railroads and
port facilities.

As the government’s executive
arm in mining policy, IMIDRO is
tasked with attracting invest-
ment—primarily from domestic
sources and strategic allies like
China and Russia amid sanc-
tions—and transferring tech-
nology. While it has recorded
significant output growth, its
performance and ambitions are
heavily constrained by interna-
tional sanctions, which limit ac-
cess to advanced technology and
foreign capital, impacting effi-
ciency and expansion plans.

China continues to be the most stable
and reliable source of global economic growth

By Chinese Ambassador to Iran Cong Peiwu

TEHRAN- The 2025 Annual Report on Chi-
na’s Economy was released recently, attract-
ing widespread attention from the interna-
tional community.

In the context of global economic order
being challenged by unilateralism, protec-
tionism, and the impacts of geopolitical
and regional conflicts, China’s economy has
demonstrated remarkable resilience and vi-
tality, successfully achieving its key expected
goals. Looking ahead to 2026, | would like to
take this opportunity to share a few thoughts
with our friends in Iran on China’s economic
achievements and potential, as well as how
to address global economic challenges.

China’s economy continues to maintain
steady progress, moving towards new and
improved development. Over the past five
years, China achieved an average annual
growth rate of approximately 5.4%. In 2025,
China’s GDP surpassed 140 trillion yuan for

the first time, with a year-on-year growth of
5%. Globally, China’s economic growth rate
ranks among the top of major economies,
making it the most stable and reliable source
of global economic growth, with an estimat-
ed contribution to world economic growth of
around 30%.

In 2025, China remained the world’s sec-
ond-largest consumer market, with a 5.9%
increase in industrial added value above
designated size. China’'s total R&D expen-
diture has consistently ranked second in
the world, and new growth momentum in
green and digital industries is steadily tak-
ing shape. Overall, the long-term supportive
conditions and basic trends for China’s eco-
nomic growth remain unchanged, exhibiting
characteristics of strong stability, numerous
advantages, resilience, and significant po-
tential.

As 2026 marks the beginning of China’s
15th Five-Year Plan, the economy is expected
to continue to perform steadily and positively.
China will persist in expanding openness and
achieving mutual benefits. China has always
valued promoting the common prosperity of
trade partners through its own development,
committed to expanding the global economic
and trade pie. China is not only willing to be
the world’s factory, but also keen to be the
world’s market. With the world’s largest and
most growth-oriented middle-income group,
China’s consumer market continues to rank
second globally.

In contrast to the frequent tariff threats

issued by the United States, China is eager
to share opportunities from its vast market
with the world, striving to ensure that the
benefits of development reach every country
and every group.

We will continue to hold events like the Chi-
na International Import Expo, further expand
imports, and welcome enterprises from all
countries to seize the opportunities created
by China’s efforts to expand domestic de-
mand and boost consumption, offering more
and better products and services.

China will firmly uphold multilateralism.
In recent years, President Xi Jinping has pro-
posed initiatives such as the Global Devel-
opment Initiative, Global Security Initiative,
Global Civilization Initiative, and Global Gov-
ernance Initiative, offering Chinese solutions
to address common global issues. China has
always earnestly implemented the essenc-
es of President Xi’s important speeches, pro-
moting the concept of building a community
with a shared future for mankind, and firmly
supporting multilateralism and free trade.

China is committed to maintaining an in-
ternational system centered on the United
Nations and an international order based
on international law, actively advocating for
inclusive and broad-based economic global-
ization, and supporting the liberalization and
facilitation of trade and investment. We are
dedicated to enhancing the representation
of the Global South and developing countries
and are willing to work with all countries to
create a prosperous and sustainable future.

TEDPIX drops 57,000 points on Saturday

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main in-
dex of the Tehran Securities Ex-
change (TSE), lost 57,000 points
to 3.924 million on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Irani-
an calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s

over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

On December 20, Hojatol-
lah Seyedi, head of the Securi-
ties and Exchange Organization
(SE0), said investor confidence
has returned to the stock market
and plans are in place to list up
to 20 companies through initial
public offerings by the end of the
current Iranian year (late March
2026).

He said restoring confidence
had been a prerequisite for deep-
ening the market and expanding
the role of the bourse in financ-
ing economic growth under the
country’s fourteenth govern-
ment.

Speaking at a ceremony mark-
ing the start of trading at Teh-
ran Securities Exchange (TSE),
attended by First Vice President
Mohammad Reza Aref and Econ-

omy Minister Ali Madani-Zadeh,
Seyedi said boosting capital for-
mation had been a core objective
since September last year, de-
scribing it as essential for sus-
tainable economic growth.

He said government policies
and support from the president
had helped both deepen the
market and expand it through
new listings, adding that confi-
dence peaked earlier this year.



Trump’s tower of deceit: Epstein’s files
pull back the curtain

Over three million pages of DOJ files fuel critical allegations, placing the U.S. president at the heart

TEHRAN - The newest re-
lease of the Epstein files has
once again pulled US. President
Donald Trump, along with a long
list of powerful figures, into the
center of a story that refuses
to fade. The U.S. Department of
Justice — the federal agency re-
sponsible for enforcing the law
and overseeing the FBI — pub-
lished more than three million
pages of documents, along with
thousands of images and vid-
eos, on Friday. What emerged is a
portrait of Epstein’s world that is
both familiar and newly disturb-
ing: a network of wealth, secre-
cy, and influence that stretched
across politics, entertainment,
business, and even intelligence
circles.

Trump’s name appears
throughout the files, sometimes
in routine references, but of-
ten in contexts that critics say
reflect the darker social envi-
ronment Epstein built around
himself. One of the most serious
entries is an FBI record docu-
menting a tip from a caller who
said their friend had been forced
to perform oral sex on Trump in
New Jersey more than three de-
cades ago. The DOJ's own release
states that the caller “reported
an unidentified female friend
who was forced to perform oral
sex on President Trump approx-
imately 35 years ago in NJ.” Ac-
cording to the tip, the friend said
she was “approximately 13-14
years old when this occurred.

The DOJ has rejected this alle-
gation as unfounded and false,
explaining that the release in-
cludes every public submission
sent to the FBI, even fabricated
ones. Still, the presence of such a
claim in the files shows the kind
of accusations that surrounded
Trump whenever investigators
examined Epstein’s network.

The files also include a spread-
sheet where the FBI logged sex-
ualassault tips involving Trump.
Many of these tips were anony-
mous or unverified, but the sheer
number is striking. Critics argue
that even if these claims did not
lead to charges, they reveal the
atmosphere of suspicion that fol-
lowed Trump’s name in the con-
text of Epstein’s world. They say it
reflects the kind of environment
where young girls, secrecy, and

powerful men mixed in ways that
now look impossible to defend.

Maxwell’s web of power

Other documents describe
witness interviews that place
Trump inside the social machin-
ery built by Epstein and Ghis-
laine Maxwell. Maxwell, Epstein’s
longtime associate and later his
convicted accomplice, played
a central role in recruiting and
managing the young girls Ep-
stein abused. She was also the
daughter of Robert Maxwell,
the powerful media mogul and
former politician whose global
influence extended deeply into
political and intelligence circles,
particularly in Israel. Robert
Maxwell’s funeral on the Mount
of Olives in Jerusalem (al-Quds),
attended by top Israeli officials,
remains a striking reminder of
the family’s prominence. Ana-
lysts have long argued that Ghis-
laine’s access — shaped by her
father’s networks — helped Ep-
stein move effortlessly through
elite circles, including those with
intelligence ties.

One witness recalled Maxwell
introducing a woman to Trump
in a way that felt similar to how
she introduced girls to Epstein,
using comments like “I think he
likes you” and “aren’t you lucky.”
Nothing in that account proves
a crime, but it reinforces the
impression that Trump was not
a distant or accidental acquain-
tance. He was present in the
same rooms, attending the same
parties, and moving comfortably
in the same atmosphere that lat-
er turned out to be built on ex-
ploitation.

The elite in Epstein’s orbit

of Epstein’s elite sex scandal network

The release also sheds light
on other highprofile figures who
appeared in Epstein’s orbit. Elon
Musk appears in a 2012 email
exchange where he seems to
ask about “the wildest party on
our island, contradicting ear-
lier public statements distanc-
ing himself from Epstein. How-
ard Lutnick, now serving in the
Trump administration, appears
in emails planning a visit to Ep-
stein’s private island in 2012,
despite previously claiming he
had cut ties with Epstein years
earlier. The files also include
references to Bill Clinton, Prince
Andrew, and numerous musi-
cians and celebrities — Michael
Jackson, Diana Ross, Mick Jag-
ger, Chris Tucker — though the
context of many photos remains
unclear. Being named in the files
does not imply wrongdoing, but
the sheer range of powerful peo-
ple connected to Epstein shows
how wide his influence stretched.

Yet even with the dramatic
photos and viral headlines, the
most consequential parts of
the story remain hidden. Large
portions of the files are heavily
redacted. Entire reports, names,
and details — especially those of
hundreds of victims — are ob-
scured.

This concern is not unfound-
ed. Investigative reporting from
outlets such as Drop Site News,
as well as some famous journal-
ists , has highlighted Epstein’s
connections to intelligencelinked
figures. Epstein collaborated
with former lIsraeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Barak and individuals
tied to Israeli military intelli-
gence. He facilitated security

agreements, surveillance proj-
ects, and political introductions
that advanced strategic inter-
ests. Analysts argue that Epstein
acted as a private intermediary,
connecting intelligence agencies,
political leaders, and wealthy
elites — a role that may explain
why he repeatedly escaped ac-
countability.

Behind the headlines, the hu-
man cost remains the most im-
portant part of the story. Sur-
vivors like Virginia Giuffre and
Maria Farmer tried to expose
Epstein’s crimes. Farmer report-
ed Epstein to the FBI as early as
1996, describing stolen photos
and threats to her home. Giuf-
fre’s testimony revealed a global
trafficking network that exploit-
ed vulnerable girls and delivered
them to powerful men. Many
victims' stories remain hidden
behind redactions, leaving the
public with only fragments of the
truth.

Mossad  shadows
Trump’s Iran threat

Some analysts argue that the
timing of the latest Epstein file
release may not be politically
neutral. They suggest that Israeli
intelligence interests, particu-
larly Mossad, could see advan-
tage in amplifying pressure on
Trump at a moment of personal
and political vulnerability. In this
reading, the renewed visibility
of Trump’s name in the Epstein
documents—embedded  within
the long-documented intelli-
gence-linked milieu surrounding
Ghislaine Maxwell and her fa-
ther, Robert, whose connections
spanned elite political and secu-
rity networks including Israel—
serves as leverage, encouraging
a turn toward confrontation with
Iran as a means of deflecting at-
tention from a damaging scan-
dal and reasserting authority
through foreign escalation. The
situation is intensified by a US.
military buildup in the Middle
East, including aircraft carriers
and other major assets, along-
side Trump’s repeated threats
of military action against Iran. It
highlights how the prospect of
conflict could be instrumental-
ized to paper over Trump’s scan-
dal—at significant geopolitical
cost, along with unforeseen con-
sequences for the United States.
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How is Washington’s oil-first strategy redrawing Libya’s

From page 1 »
Two governments, one oil prize

Libya remains divided between two rival au-
thorities. In the west, the internationally recog-
nized Government of National Unity, led by Dbei-
bah, governs from Tripoli. In the east, a parallel
administration appointed by the House of Rep-
resentatives and led by Osama Hammad oper-
ates from Benghazi, backed by Khalifa Haftar’s
forces and controls much of eastern and south-
ern Libya.

Since 2011, this split has paralyzed state in-
stitutions and transformed oil wealth into a tool
of political survival rather than national devel-
opment.

Against this backdrop, Boulos’ meetings
with both camps—including his encounter with
Belgasim Haftar, head of the Development and
Reconstruction Fund in the east—have rein-
forced the perception that Washington is deal-
ing with Libya as two separate markets rather
than a single state.

Analysts argue that Boulos” approach effec-
tively entrenches division. By concluding eco-
nomic understandings with all parties, Wash-
ington strengthens each faction within its own
territory.

Instead of encouraging compromise, these
deals convince rival elites that they can bypass
unity altogether while still enjoying internation-
al backing.

The result, analysts warn, is a hardened po-
litical stalemate dressed up as pragmatic diplo-
macy.

The Libyan Political Parties Coordination
echoed this concern, stating it views Boulos’
meetings “with suspicion,” accusing them of re-
cycling the same political figures and excluding

geopolitical map?
broader Libyan participation.

Such selective engagement, the group
warned, deepens division and prolongs the
transitional phase rather than ending it.

Other observers offer a sharper critique; they
don't deny that Washington seeks to unify Liby-
an institutions—but argue that the objective is
strategic control, not reconciliation.

From their perspective, Washington aims to
consolidate Libya’s oil, financial, and security
institutions under an American-friendly frame-
work.

This would serve two strategic goals: push-
ing Russia out of the Libyan arena and securing
privileged access to one of Africa’s largest oil
reserves.

With confirmed reserves of around 48.4 bil-
lion barrels, Libya is too important to ignore,
particularly amid global energy uncertainty. It
is no coincidence that most agreements linked
to Boulos’ visits focus on oil, gas, refining, and
production optimization.

The American approach does not stop at en-
ergy; Boulos also met military leaders from both
east and west, praising joint US-supervised mil-
itary exercises planned in Sirte.

Officially, these maneuvers are framed as
confidence-building measures. In reality, they
reflect a deeper logic: protecting oil infrastruc-
ture and investment corridors.

This merging of economic and security tracks
reveals the essence of Washington’s strategy:
Stability is defined not by elections or consti-
tutional order but by the uninterrupted flow of
energy and the containment of rivals.

As long as Dbeibah and Haftar cooperate eco-
nomically, their political rivalry can remain un-
resolved.

Another sensitive dimension is Libya’s frozen
assets abroad, estimated to be worth up to $70
billion.

Reports suggest that Tripoli sought US me-
diation to ease restrictions on these funds in
exchange for channeling investments through
American companies.

While no comprehensive agreement has been
finalized, the message is clear: access to Libya’s
own wealth may come with political and com-
mercial conditions.

Observers also warn that this raises profound
ethical and legal questions: Without an elect-
ed government, who has the right to negotiate
such assets? And why should American firms be
privileged over others?

Meanwhile, the United Nations efforts to or-
ganize elections and reunify Libya have repeat-
edly stalled as Washington’s approach increas-
ingly sidelines this track, favoring what analysts
describe as an “economic-military” model of
conflict management.

Elections, constitutional reforms, and popular
legitimacy are pushed aside in favor of techno-
cratic arrangements that keep the system func-
tioning—but fragmented.

Libya’s crisis now appears less like a diplo-
matic failure than a carefully maintained equi-
librium. A divided country that exports oil, wel-
comes American companies, and limits Russian
influence is acceptable—perhaps even prefera-
ble—to Washington.

For Libyans, however, this model offers no
sovereignty, no accountability, and no future
shaped by the ballot box. Without legitimacy,
unity becomes a slogan, and stability becomes
a commodity—profitable for outsiders, but hol-
low at home.
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‘Horrific massacres against civilians’: Israel
kills dozens of Palestinians in a single day
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Rescuers carry the body of a victim amid the debris of Sheikh Radwan police station in Gaza City following
an Israeli air raid [AFP]

TEHRAN - Israeli warplanes launched a
new wave of air raids across the Gaza Strip on
Saturday, killing dozens of Palestinians in yet
another blatant violation of a U.S.-brokered
ceasefire.

The attacks struck a tent sheltering dis-
placed families in the Mawasi area northwest
of Khan Younis, as well as residential build-
ings in Gaza City neighborhoods. By Saturday
afternoon, more than 30 Palestinians — in-
cluding children — had been killed.

According to Al Jazeera, the strikes oc-
curred inside the so called “yellow line,” a
zone Israel had previously designated as safe
for civilians.

The Israeli military claimed the attacks
were a response to what it called a violation
of the October 2025 ceasefire agreement. In
a statement, it said its forces — alongside
the domestic intelligence agency — targeted
individuals it labeled as Hamas and Islamic
Jihad commanders. It further alleged that
eight fighters were seen emerging from un-
derground tunnels in eastern Rafah, though
it provided no evidence to support these
claims. Israel also said it struck a weapons
storage site, a manufacturing facility, and
two launch sites in central Gaza.

Hamas rejected Israel's narrative out-
right, calling the claims “a pathetic attempt
to justify horrific massacres against civil-

ians” Hamas spokesperson Hazem Qassem
described the attacks as a demonstration
of Israel’s “contempt for mediators, guaran-
tor states, and all parties involved in the so
called ‘Peace Council” — the committee of
global leaders handpicked by President Don-
ald Trump to oversee his 20 point plan for
ending Israel’s war on Gaza.

Since the ceasefire took effect on October
10, Gaza’s Government Media Office reports
that over 520 Palestinians have been killed
by Israeli forces. These deaths come on top
of the staggering toll of Israel’s broader as-
sault: more than 71,600 Palestinians have
been killed since October 7, 2023.

For Palestinians, these latest attacks rein-
force a grim reality: even ceasefires brokered
by Israel’s closest ally offer no real protection.
Displaced families sheltering in designated
“safe zones” continue to be bombed. Civilian
infrastructure — homes, apartments, police
stations, and makeshift camps — remains a
primary target. And each new round of Israeli
strikes further erodes the credibility of inter-
national mediators who insist that diplomacy
is working,

The pattern is unmistakable: Israel con-
tinues to act with impunity, shielded by U.S.
political cover, while Palestinians — already
exhausted, displaced, and starving — pay the
price with their lives.

Self-defense or slaughter: U.S. arms drive

Israel’s Gaza carnage

TEHRAN - The United States has approved
more than $6.6 billion in new arms sales to
Israel even as Israeli forces continue to vio-
late a Washington-brokered ceasefire an-
nounced in October last year. The State De-
partment confirmed that Israel will receive
30 Apache attack helicopters and other U.S.-
made military vehicles, despite the fact that
these same systems have been repeatedly
used against Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

In its announcement, the State Depart-
ment claimed it is “vital to U.S. national in-
terests” to ensure Israel maintains a “strong
and ready self-defense capability.” Yet since
the ceasefire took effect on October 10, Is-
raeli forces have killed more than 500 Pales-
tinians. These deaths add to the devastating
toll of Israel's broader assault. The Israeli
army has killed over 71,600 Palestinians
since October 7, 2023.

Human rights groups and UN experts have
urged Washington to halt weapons transfers,
arguing that US. arms have enabled what
they describe as a genocidal campaign in
Gaza. Their warnings stand in stark contrast

to the State Department’s framing. Apache
helicopters and armored assault vehicles are
not defensive tools; they are offensive weap-
ons used in densely populated civilian areas.
Calling them instruments of “self-defense”
obscures their real-world impact and shields
the U.S. from responsibility for the destruc-
tion they help inflict.

The claim that Israel needs billions in of-
fensive weaponry for protection also ig-
nores the fundamental power imbalance of
military occupation. Palestinians live under
Israeli control without an army, navy, or air
force. To portray one of the world’s most
heavily armed militaries as the vulnerable
party is to invert reality and erase the daily
violence Palestinians endure.

By approving massive arms sales while
speaking the language of de-escalation,
Washington undermines its own ceasefire
and positions itself as an enabler rather than
a mediator. The State Department’s rhetoric
reduces Palestinian suffering to a footnote
in US. strategic calculations, even as entire
neighborhoods in Gaza lie in ruins.

Rafah border crossing: What the reopening
reveals about Israel’s next moves

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - The scheduled opening of the
Rafah border crossing on Sunday is another
sign of the Israeli regime’s larger scheme.

It shows how the Israeli occupation regime
intends to handle the next stage, often called
Phase Two, of the U.S-led initiative for the
Gaza Strip.

The terms at Rafah allow people to leave
more easily than they can return. This cre-

ates a one-way flow that could change Gaza's
population over time.

More importantly, it sets a pattern where
basic needs are used as bargaining chips,
tied strictly to the Zionist regime’s security
demands.

The reopening of the crossing follows two
years of U.S.-backed genocide against the Pal-
estinian population trapped inside the enclave.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Koozeh-Shekani: Where tradition,
belief and renewal converge

From Page 1 » Some families placed sym-
bolic items inside the pots: charcoal to repre-
sent misfortune, coins to signify prosperity
and livelihood, and salt as a symbol of sharp
vision and insight. Before the pot was bro-
ken, it was rotated over the heads of all family
members. It was then handed to the woman of
the household, who would climb to the rooftop
and throw it down into the alley, shattering it.
In some cases, staple crops of the season--
such as barley, wheat, or beans--were added
so that, after the pot broke, the grains would
serve as food for birds.

The ceremony followed a specific ritual. On
Wednesday evening, families brought fire-
wood to the rooftop and filled the pot with
water. A portion of the water was then poured
into the four corners of the rooftop, after
which the pot was thrown down from the roof
and broken. At the moment of breaking the
pot, participants recited verses such as:

My pain and affliction are poured into the
pot (koozeh),

May the pain and affliction of the pot be cast
into the narrow alley (koocheh).

This verse is a deliberate play on words, as
koozeh means “pot” and koocheh means “nar-
row alley.”

Another commonly recited couplet was:
Go sorrow, come joy;
Go hardship, come sustenance.

The ritual is rooted in the belief that by
breaking the pot and discarding the misfor-
tune symbolically placed within it, happiness
and blessings would enter the household. A
practical reason for the custom was the wide-
spread use of unglazed earthenware pots for
drinking water and storing food. People be-
lieved that using such pots for more than a
year could lead to unhygienic conditions, as
impurities would be absorbed into the pot’s
walls and potentially cause illness.

Jod

Some researchers suggest that Koozeh-
Shekani contributed to the flourishing of pot-
tery in South Khorasan. Since pottery played
an essential role in daily life, the breaking of
old vessels created a constant demand for
new ones used for storing food and water.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, families
filled their new, clean pots with fresh water
from the ganat springs and joyfully carried
them home, placing them on the Haft-Seen
table prepared for Nowruz celebrations.

According to oral tradition, Koozeh-Shekani
dates back to the Qajar era, when a romantic
dimension was added to the ritual. Families
with a marriageable daughter would tie a
handkerchief to the handle of the pot and give
it to the girl to throw from the rooftop into the
alley. If a young man admired her, he would
retrieve the handkerchief and later present it
during a formal marriage proposal. A few days
afterward, the suitor would visit the girl's
family with the handkerchief, a box of sweets,
and a new pot, accompanied by his relatives.
Although the primary purpose of the ritual
was to promote hygienic practices, this ro-
mantic element made Koozeh-Shekani more
appealing to people of that period.

Koozeh-Shekani was officially registered

on Iran’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
in 2002.

Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad eyes revival of
traditional spinning workshops

TEHRAN—Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad Cultur-
al Heritage Department has put on agenda to
revive traditional spinning workshops.

According to Miras Aria, Head of Kohgi-
luyeh-Boyerahmad Cultural Heritage De-
partment Mojtaba Amir-Hosseini said on the
sidelines of his visit to the obsolete spinning
workshop in Morderaz village in Yasuj on
Wednesday: “Supporting investors who apply
to create the traditional spinning workshops
in different parts of Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad
is on the agenda of the Government.”

Referring to the provincial nomadic capac-
ities in providing raw materials for the tra-
ditional spinning workshops, he stated that
due to the prevalence of traditional animal
husbandry in the nomadic areas of Kohgi-
luyeh-Boyerahmad, it is possible to provide
high-quality yarn in the province. Investment
in the field of spinning workshops, in addition
to profitability, will also boost the production
of industrial products, he added.

Amir-Hosseini said: “If each spinning work-
shop is set up, at least 15 people will be em-
ployed, and the raw materials needed by
handicraft artists will be provided at 50 to 60
percent less than the current price.”

He continued that Jajim weaving, tablecloth
weaving, felt weaving, spinning, needlework,
basket weaving, traditional embroidery and
Siah-Chador weaving (weaving the nomadic
black tents) are among the most important
hand-woven crafts of Kohgiluyeh-Boyerah-
mad artists.

Amir continued that improving and increas-
ing the quality of various Kohgiluyeh-Boyer-
ahmad handicraft products will provide a bet-
ter and easier basis for their sale.

Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad province is locat-
ed in the southwestern part of Iran, bordering
the provinces of Fars to the east, Chaharma-
hal-Bakhtiari to the north, and Khuzestan
to the west. The province covers an area of
15,563 square kilometers, with a population of
about 706,000 people, the majority of whom
are ethnic Lors.

Yasuj city is the capital of the province and
the largest city in the region. The province has
two distinct regions, the Zagros Mountains
and the plains. The Zagros mountain range
provides an excellent habitat for nomads who
move from one place to another with their
livestock. The nomads are a significant cultur-
al aspect of the province.

Glimpses of World Heritage sites:
Cultural Landscape and Archaeological
Remains of the Bamiyan Valley

Enclosed between the high mountains of
the Hindu Kush in the central highlands of
Afghanistan, the Bamiyan Valley opens out
into a large basin bordered to the north by a
long, high stretch of rocky cliffs.

The Cultural Landscape and Archaeologi-
cal Remains of the Bamiyan Valley comprise
a serial property consisting of eight separate
sites within the Valley and its tributaries.
Carved into the Bamiyan Cliffs are the two
niches of the giant Buddha statues (55m and
38m high) destroyed by the Taliban in 2001,
and numerous caves forming a large ensem-
ble of Buddhist monasteries, chapels and
sanctuaries along the foothills of the valley
dating from the 3rd to the 5th century CE. In

several of the caves and niches, often linked
by galleries, there are remains of wall paint-
ings and seated Buddha figures. In the val-
leys of the Bamiyan’s tributaries are further
groups of caves including the Kakrak Valley
Caves, some 3km south-east of the Bamiyan
Cliffs where among the more than one hun-
dred caves dating from the 6th to 13th cen-
turies are fragments of a 10m tall standing
Buddha figure and a sanctuary with painted
decorations from the Sasanian period. Along
the Fuladi valley around 2km southwest of
the Bamiyan Cliffs are the caves of Qoul-i
Akram and Lalai Ghami, also containing dec-
orative features.

(Source: UNESCO)

Ancient Sadeh festival can reinforce social
cohesion and unity, governor-general says

TEHRAN - Kerman's gover-
nor-general Mohammad-Ali Talebi
said on Wednesday that the ancient
Sadeh festival is a national ritual be-
longing to all Iranians and can con-
tribute to social cohesion and unity.

Speaking on the sidelines of Sa-
deh celebrations in Kerman province,
Talebi said the festival goes beyond
a religious ceremony and should be
viewed as part of Iran’s shared cul-
tural heritage, Miras Aria reported.

Talebi said Sadeh has deep histor-
ical roots in Iran and has, at times,
faced neglect despite its national
character. He added that the festi-
val has historically carried limited
religious aspects and cannot be at-
tributed exclusively to a single com-
munity.

He said the Zoroastrian communi-
ty has played a key role in preserving
the festival, while stressing that Sa-
deh is an Iranian tradition open to all
citizens.

Talebi said Kerman province was
prepared to support broader cele-
brations of the festival, but added
that the Zoroastrian community had
opted for a more limited event this
year in consideration of current con-
ditions and in respect for victims of
recent incidents.
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The official then underlined
the festival has the potential to
strengthen national solidarity by
reinforcing shared values and social
cohesion in support of national in-
terests and territorial integrity.

Talebi said there is no distinction
between Muslims and Zoroastrians
in this regard, adding that all Irani-
ans share the goal of promoting the
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country’s dignity.

Sadeh, also known as Jashn-e
Sadeh, is an ancient Persian festival
marked by a communal fire ritual
symbolizing light and warmth during
mid-winter.

The festival is held annually on
the 10th day of the Iranian month of
Bahman, which this year falls on Jan.

29. It is traditionally celebrated 50
days before Nowruz, the Iranian New
Year, and 40 days after Yalda Night.

Sadeh is observed in several Ira-
nian cities, including Yazd, Isfahan
and Shiraz, as well as among Iranian
communities abroad. In 2023, UNE-
SCO recognized Sadeh as a shared
cultural heritage of Iran and Tajiki-
stan.

Natural heritage overlooked in Iran’s tourism policy, researcher says

- Iran’s natural heritage is an integral
part of the country’s national identity but remains
poorly defined, under-prioritized and constrained
by institutional conflicts, a natural heritage expert
said.

TEHRAN

Reza Ali-Asl, an expert on the registration of
natural heritage sites, said Iran’s natural monu-
ments include protected areas, wildlife refuges,
wetlands, old trees and special plant and animal
species, but responsibility for them is divided be-
tween the Department of Environment (DoE) and
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts.

“The DoE follows a conservation-oriented ap-
proach, while the Ministry of Cultural Heritage
has an exploitation-based approach,” Ali-Asl said.
“This difference means that many natural monu-
ments located in protected areas cannot be reg-
istered at all”

In an interview published on Saturday by Miras
Aria, Ali-Asl criticized what he described as con-
ceptual ambiguity, institutional conflict, lack of
written resources, absence of fixed guidelines and
structural neglect in the management of natural
heritage.

He said natural heritage has yet to find a clear
place in Iran’s tourism and policymaking frame-

works, adding that even tourism professionals
often struggle to define the concept.

“If you ask many tour guides who have com-
pleted eco-tourism courses to define natural her-
itage, they cannot,” he said, adding that the focus
of Iran’s tourism industry has long been centered
on historical and cultural monuments.

Ali-Asl said this focus has marginalized natural
heritage despite Iran’s extensive geographical, cli-
matic and ecological diversity. “Every region, with
its ecosystems, landscapes, species or ancient
trees, represents natural heritage,” he said.

He cited the registration of the ancient juniper
tree known as “Ors Morad” in Kerman province as
an example of the challenges involved, saying the
process was only possible under exceptional cir-
cumstances due to the tree’s border location.

Ali-Asl underlined that natural heritage is not
considered a budget priority by the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, although nature plays a sym-
bolic role in Iranian culture.

“Mount Damavand is a symbol of Iran, and
Mount Sabalan represents power and vitality...
When the Zayandeh-Rood river flows, the people
of Isfahan celebrate,” he said, adding that rivers in
Khuzestan province have historically shaped civ-
ilization.

“These examples show that natural heritage is
not merely physical; it is part of our identity, he
said.

He also pointed to traditional beliefs surround-
ing sacred trees in some regions as evidence of a
deep-rooted cultural connection to nature, which
he said has weakened in modern life.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Ali-Asl described the
registration process for natural monuments as
lengthy and complex, involving multiple institu-
tions including natural resources authorities, the

DoE and regional water agencies.

“Sometimes a wetland of national importance
requires approval from a district governor be-
cause parts of the surrounding land are leased to
villagers,” he said, citing his experience with the
registration of Marreh Wetland in Qom province.

“This shows that the legal framework for reg-
istering natural heritage has not yet matured,” he
said.

He also raised concerns about the condition of
ancient trees in urban areas, particularly in Tehran,
where centuries-old plane trees are being dam-
aged by construction and asphalt.

“Old trees are part of the historical memory of
cities, yet many are being suffocated by develop-
ment,” he said.

Ali-Asl criticized the lack of publicly accessible
specialist resources and said existing research
efforts remain fragmented and individual rather
than part of a coordinated national strategy.

He also highlighted inconsistencies in guide-
lines for protecting and marking natural monu-
ments, saying non-expert opinions are sometimes
applied inappropriately.

“Every tree, habitat and animal has a story that
can engage people,” he said. “A 3,000-year-old
tree may have as much narrative value as a histor-
ical caravanserai.”

Ali-Asl said Iran has begun paying attention to
natural heritage too late but warned that delays
could prove costly.

“The situation is not critical, but we need a uni-
fied approach, clear guidelines and comprehensive
resources,” he said. “Natural heritage is part of our
identity, and if we fail to plan for it today, tomor-
row may be too late.”

Archaeological excavation permit issued for Nahavand historical fortress

TEHRAN--The Archaeological Re-
search Institute has agreed to issue
a permit for archaeological exca-
vation in Nahavand fortress in Pay
Qaleh neighborhood in Nahavand,
Hamedan province.

Head of Hamedan Cultural Her-
itage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Department Mohsen Masoom-Al-
izadeh, announced the start of the
archaeological excavation of Naha-
vand fortress and said: “This histor-
ical fortress is one of the important
symbols of Nahavand, which has
entered a new stage after years of
neglect”

After the end of the excavation,
the stages of restoration of the for-
tress will begin, and in the near fu-
ture it will become one of the histor-
ical and touristic landmarks of the
province, he pointed out.

According to IRIB, Masoom-Aliza-
deh said that based on initial evi-
dence, the artifacts found in the area
have great historical importance and
can mark a new chapter in the histo-
ry and culture of Nahavand.

Stating that the ultimate goal is to
nationally register Nahavand fortress
as one of the city’s identical, historical,

and cultural indicators, he added that
based on the criteria and before any
development action in the area, it was
necessary to conduct archaeological
excavations and, with emphasis
on the opinion of the Cultural Her-
itage Research Institute, there-
fore, the issue was included in the
work plan of the Cultural Heritage
Department.

Emphasizing the role of the
interdepartmental cooperation,
he added that the cooperation
between Nahavand Municipal-
ity, Hamedan Cultural Heritage
Department, and the support of
the city’s representative in Ira-
nian Parliament led to a move
forward in the field of Nahavand
tourism and provided the ba-
sis for the revival of one of the
important tourism infrastruc-
tures of the city, a capacity that
can play an effective role in the
development of tourism in the
region.

He continued that Nahavand
is one of the important coun-
ties in Hamadan province, with
325 historical and natural mon-
uments, 128 of which have been

registered in the country’s National
Heritage List.

than 6,000 years indicates the un-
paralleled historical richness of the
county, he added.

In addition, the existence of his-

torical hills with a history of more (See full text at wwwitehrantimes.corn)

Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased .u—'/
to announce the sale and export of . bl (o

10,000 tons SPONGE IRON FINES, on %ﬁi‘f%
basis of FAS at the Buyer’s warehouse

in Bandar Abbas, IRAN according to INCOTERMS 2020.

Interested applicants are hereby invited to obtain the tender

documents by visiting the official website of Sirjan Jahan Steel

Company at sjsco.ir, through the Sales and customer portal,

Tender and Foreign Tender section.

All documentation will be provided electronically.

All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted
no later than Monday, February 09, 2026.

For more information, please contact us at:

Tel: +2186084642



DOE underscores use of smart
environmental protectlon systems

TEHRAN - Given that tradition-
al methods can no longer meet
the needs of a fragile environ-
ment, the integration of smart
technologies for environmental
conservation seems  inevitable,
an official with the Department of
Environment has said.

Environmental challenges have
turned into crises. The rate of en-
vironmental damage, the popula-
tion growth, the surge in natural
hazards such as climate change,
drought, sand and dust storms,
and floods have made the use of
smart and innovative technolo-
gies a necessity to save the plan-
et, IRNA reported.

The protected areas under the
DOE’s supervision now account
for 12 per cent (19.8 million hect-
ares) of the country’s land area. To
preserve these areas, the DOE has
developed smart, specialized pro-
tection plans, IRNA quoted Hamid
Zohrabi as saying.

Referring to frequent wildfires
in the country’s forests, the offi-
cial said the plans include holding
specialized training courses on
extinguishing wildfires in cooper-
ation with local communities.

To make environmental protec-
tion smarter, the DOE has signed
a memorandum of understanding
with a knowledge-based compa-
ny. Accordingly, the DOE will be

r'

equipped with a system that pro-
vides early warnings before a fire
outbreak, the official added.

Since most protected areas are
impassable and inaccessible, the
DOE aims to install cameras and
sensors to detect heat and fire
sources early, Zohrabi noted.

The official went on to say that
the pilot plan to utilize modern
technologies in environmental
conservation dates back to the
Iranian year 1397 (2018) in Goles-
tan National Park. However, the
plan was not implemented due to
some problems.

Presently, the DOE focuses on
knowledge-based and partici-
patory biodiversity conservation
approaches. Besides innovative

technologies, local communities
playacriticalrole in protecting the
environment, the official stressed.

DOE launches smart monitor-
ing center

In December 2025, the DOE
launched a smart monitoring
center to provide real-time data
on various environmental param-
eters, thereby improving man-
agement efficiency and reducing
disaster risks.

The center collects online data
from environmental sensors, pro-
cesses, and analyzes the results.
Such modern centers replace
traditional, slow field monitoring
with smart sensors and artificial
intelligence to identify ecological
changes instantly, and manage

natural resources more efficient-
ly, IRIB reported.

Physical monitoring involves
collecting data using traditional
tools and methods, such as man-
ual sampling of water or air, field
visits to soil and plant species, or
measuring ambient temperature
with basic devices. This type of
monitoring typically requires hu-
man presence on-site, and data
is collected at specific time inter-
vals. In sustainable development,
physical tracking is of great im-
portance as it directly shows the
actual state of the environment.
It is also essential for validating
other data. However, it is ineffi-
cient, costly, and likely to contain
human errors.

However, smart monitoring uti-
lizes modern technologies such as
the Internet of Things (loT), Al, and
big data analysis. It enables the
continuous collection and analy-
sis of data, providing accurate and
quick insights into changes in the
ecosystem. Smart management
of the environment contributes
to effective monitoring and the
preservation of natural resourc-
es. It helps manage and curb the
spread of contamination. And
since decisions are made based
on real-time data, they are much
more efficient.

Iran to host ANF specialized standardization workshop

TEHRAN - Iran will play host to a specialized
standardization workshop for the member
states of the Asian Network Forum (ANF) and
the International Organization for Standard-
ization (ISO) Technical Committee (TC) 229.

The secretary of the headquarters for the
Iran Nanotechnology Innovation Council, Emad
Ahmadvand, proposed holding the workshop
during the Forum on the sidelines of the 25th
International Nanotechnology Exhibition and
Conference, known as Nano Tech 2026, held in
Tokyo, Japan.

The main objective of the workshop is to
foster synergy among ANF member states
and promote their role in developing interna-
tional standards, nano.ir reported.

The country’s second proposal invited the
member states’ laboratories to attend the
Interlaboratory Comparison (ILC) program on
the Brunauer-Emmett-Teller (BET), a tech-
nique for determining a specific surface area,
which was also received by the participants.
The laboratories participating in the program
will share the results of their analyses on
samples sent from Iran, and at the end of the
program, they will exchange views on mech-
anisms to improve the quality of laboratory
results.

Attending the ANF, Ahmadvand presented
an account of the country’s progress and ac-
complishments in the nanotechnology sector.
Representatives from Japan, Iran, Thailand,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and South

Special clinic to be launched to
relieve bereaved coronavirus

families

Korea attended the forum. The event provided
a great opportunity for sharing expertise and
developing regional collaboration in nano-
technology.

On the first day of the forum, Ahmadvand
delivered a lecture expounding on the coun-
try’s latest achievements and advancements
in nanotechnology. The official elaborated on
the current status of nanotechnology and its
commercialization in Iran, showcasing the
country’s capacities, infrastructure, and polit-
ical experiences.

Supported by the Organization for Develop-
ment of International Cooperation in Science
and Technology, Iranian knowledge-based
companies are participating in Nano Tech
2026, took place from January 27 to 31.

Nanotech constitutes 19% of Iran’s inven-
tions

The headquarters for nanotechnology has
supported the promotion of 20 nanotechnolo-
gy inventions in the country, which constitute
19 percent of the total inventions registered in
2024,

In the past year, 33 nanotechnology plans
have been approved, for 23 of which contracts
have been concluded, ISNA reported.

The headquarters has decided to identify,
assess, and support innovative ideas to em-
power nanotechnology businesses.

Over the past Iranian year (March 2024 -
March 2025), a total of 1,735 nanotechnology
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A special clinic will be opened for the first time in the country to pro-

vide free psychological services to families who have lost their loved ones

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The clinicis called “Soog” (literally meaning mourn) will be inaugurated
at Shahid Beheshti Educational and Medical Center in Zanjan province on

Wednesday.

The outbreak of coronavirus has changed the lifestyle of many families,
Ehsan Fakoor, head of the mental health department of Zanjan University

of Medical Sciences said.

Sudden changes in life cause stress, while the coronavirus itself has
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products received nanoscale certificates from
the Iran Nanotechnology Innovation Council
and were commercialized by 201 companies.

The total sale of these products amounted
to 973 trillion rials (equal to 700 million dol-
lars) in the Iranian year 1403, indicating a 57
percent increase compared to a year earlier,
and 72 percent in comparison to 200 trillion
rials (140 million dollars) in the past four
years. This growth is about 31 percent higher
than the country’s average annual inflation
rate, IRNA quoted Ahmadvand as saying.

The official made the remarks in a meeting
with reporters on the sidelines of the 16th
Iran Nanotechnology Exhibition held in Tehran
from November 2 to 5, 2025.

The export of these nano-products consti-
tutes 10 percent of the sales, about 183 million
dollars, the official added.

The sales value of domestically-manufac-
tured nano-tech products over the past year
is estimated to be around 1.8 million dollars
based on the average daily dollar exchange
rate, Ahmadvand further noted.

The official went on to say that the three
main industrial sectors, including transporta-
tion, civil engineering, and nanomaterials, had
the highest share of the market, respectively.

More than a quarter of the country’s sec-
ondary market for nanotechnology products
is related to the automotive and transporta-
tion sectors, he added.
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doubled the stress due to its contagion and the number of lives it has

claimed in the world to date, he regretted.

Psychological services for parenting and family counseling, especially
counseling related to coronavirus such as obsessive-compulsive disorder,
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depression and anxiety, etc. will be provided free of charge in this center,

Fakoor noted.
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Straight Truth

Third national event on
‘future schools’ to be held

U‘, Ui 0O

TEHRAN - The third national event on future
schools will be held this month, highlighting
the use of modern technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence (Al) and blended learning in
fostering thinking skills and creativity, as well
as collaboration among the future generation
of students.

Future school and the public education sys-
tem (the role of teacher and student in future
schools, modern teaching and learning ap-
proaches, schools and students with specific
needs); Future school, a center for education
and development of community (schools as
social institution for the development of the
neighbourhood, school’s interaction with cul-
tural, social, and urban institutions); Future
school and physical environment (designing
green schools, utilizing renewable energies
and modern construction technologies); and
Future school, equipment, educational tech-
nologies (modern educational tools and tech-
nologies, Al-based learning platforms, digital
infrastructures) will be the four key topics of
the event.

Technology and knowledge-based compa-
nies, consulting engineers, universities and re-
search centers, science and technology parks,
professors and students, and researchers in
technical, engineering, humanities, art, and
psychology fields are among the main target
audiences of the event.

‘Iran Digital’ aims to teach Al to four million
students

Iran Digital, a national program, aims to
teach artificial intelligence (Al) to four million
students free of charge in the next Iranian cal-
endar year, which will begin on March 21, an of-
ficial with the Ministry of Education has said.

Supported by the Ministry of Information
and Communication Technology and the Min-
istry of Science, Research, and Technology, the
first phase of the initiative was launched in
June 2025.

Since then, two million students have joined
the program to master Al from introductory
courses to programming, ISNA quoted Seyyed
Ali Hosseini as saying.

Moreover, more than one thousand teachers
are learning Al, attending both online and vir-
tual training sessions. In the next four months,
the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with
Sharif University of Technology, will train
200,000 teachers, Hosseini noted.

Currently, some 16 million students are
studying in the country. Throughout the sev-
enth National Development Plan (2023-2027),
the Ministry of Education has to complete
teaching Al to two million students. These in-

clude elementary, junior high school, and se-
nior high school students. However, 80 percent
of the current students learning Al are from
junior high schools, he added.

To motivate students and teachers, a variety
of incentives are considered. The Iran Digital
platform is game-based and interactive, and
the incentives include holding seasonal com-
petitions, ranking top individuals in different
geographical areas, and awarding prizes. The
top individuals will also have the chance to par-
ticipate in advanced courses.

The official went on to say that the Ministry
of Education is pursuing two main goals in the
education sector. The first focuses on teaching
Al to students and teachers, and the second
one will equip schools with the latest digital
devices.

According to Abdolhossein Bahrami, an of-
ficial with the Vice Presidency for Science,
Technology, and Knowledge-Based Economy,
boosting digital literacy will prepare students
for future job markets, help them develop their
critical thinking, and become familiar with
emerging technologies; it will also foster cre-
ativity and innovation among students.

In Iran, the role of artificial intelligence (Al) in
education and learning was examined during a
national conference held in Tehran on October
9,2024.

The use of Al-driven technologies in educa-
tion and learning as a transformative element
has not only helped to promote the quality and
efficiency of the educational process but has
also provided different individuals with cut-
ting-edge technologies and smart solutions,
ISNA reported.

By precisely analyzing educational data and
providing instant feedback, it has improved
students’ assessment and educational content
production.

It also focused on three major axes: recog-
nizing challenges and capabilities; establishing
a dynamic and collaborative environment, as
well as discovering assessment and evaluation
methods based on emerging technologies.

It focused on topics like Al and medical edu-
cation, cognitive Sciences, schools, design and
content production, human resources develop-
ment, educational assessment and evaluation,
Al in the future of education, and ethical con-
siderations, as well as artificial intelligence and
schools.

The main objective of the conference was to
raise awareness of modern technologies and
their applications in education and learning
systems.

Association of elites to help improve
national productivity and efficiency

TEHRAN - The Association of Iranian Elites
and Knowledge-Based Companies has decid-
ed to take a step toward improving the coun-
try’s managerial system and productivity by
identifying and introducing capable manag-
ers from among elites.

Studies show that the country’s main prob-
lem is an inefficient economy and high prices.
Such issues have led to reduced productivity,
inefficiency, and a lack of meritocracy in the
country’s management system, Abuzar Shah-
pari, the head of the Association, has said.

Accordingly, we decided to take action by

identifying and introducing capable elites and
managers and to play an effective role in im-
proving the country’s management system,
he added.

This process will begin by identifying and
supporting elites to enter city councils and
urban management areas across the country,
he noted.

The Association has asked Saeed Moham-
mad, with a successful track record in man-
agement and fighting corruption, to lead this
movement. More details will be announced on
February 24, coinciding with Engineer’s Day.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

He who'is greedy is disgraced; he who discloses his hardship will
always be humiliated; he who has no control over his tongue will
often have to face discomfort.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:18

Evening: 17:50 Dawn: 5:39 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 7:05 (tomorrow)

Iranian director stages reading of Woody
Allen’s “Death” in Tehran

TEHRAN- A stage reading of Woody Allen’s
play “Death” was held at Neauphle-le-Cha-
teau Theater in Tehran on Saturday.

Morteza Sabahi was the director of the
reading performance, which was based on a
Persian translation by Shahram Zargar.

The performance was held by a cast com-
posed of Reza Tahmasebi, Tahmineh Tinafar,
Dina Ghazanfarian, Helia Qasemi and Ghaza-
leh Ramezani.

“Death” is a comedic play, first published
in 1975 as part of Allen’s collection “Without
Feathers,” which also includes “God” and oth-
er short stories. The play serves as a humor-
ous homage to Eugéne lonesco’s 1959 work,
“The Killer;” and inspired Allen’s 1991 film
“Shadows and Fog.”

The plot centers around Kleinman, a tim-
id salesman who is abruptly awakened one
night by a mob led by a man named Hacker.
This vigilante group is determined to ap-
prehend a serial killer known for frequently
changing his methods. Hacker claims to have
a comprehensive plan in place, but when
Kleinman inquires about his role, each mem-
ber of the group reveals that they only know
their specific tasks. This secrecy is meant to
keep the killer unaware of their intentions.
Eventually, they leave Kleinman alone on the
street to await further instructions.

As he stands guard, Kleinman encounters
a doctor who expresses his interest in the
case, hoping to understand the psychology
of a psychopath. After their conversation, the
doctor departs, leaving Kleinman to hear un-
settling screams in the night. He then meets
Gina and they engage in a philosophical dis-
cussion about death and the nature of life in
the universe. Shortly after Gina leaves, the
doctor returns but is mortally wounded by
the elusive killer.

Amid the chaos, a policeman and another
man discover the doctor’s body. They inform
Kleinman that Hacker has also been mur-
dered, betrayed by a faction within his own
mob that disagreed with his strategies. As
tensions rise, both factions demand Klein-

man’s allegiance, leading to a chaotic brawl.

Things take a turn when a third mob ar-
rives, having enlisted a clairvoyant named
Hans Spiro to identify the killer. In a shocking
twist, Spiro declares Kleinman to be the ma-
niac. The two factions unite to hold a mock
trial, sentencing him to death. Just as Klein-
man is about to be hanged, another man in-
terrupts to announce that the real killer has
been spotted, prompting the mob to hastily
abandon their plans.

Left alone once more, Kleinman encoun-
ters the actual killer, who bears an uncan-
ny resemblance to him. The killer admits to
being a psychopath but claims he can easily
feign sanity before fatally stabbing Kleinman.
As Kleinman lies dying, the mob returns and
squabbles over his lifeless body until he final-
ly succumbs. Moments later, another member
of the mob arrives with news of the killer's
whereabouts, leading them to disperse yet
again. Through its absurdity and dark humor,
“Death” explores themes of existential dread
and the chaotic nature of human behavior in
the face of mortality.

Cartoon of Day
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Trump’s Plans for Managing Gaza
Cartoonist: Fahd Bahady from Syria

Iranian children’s author Ahmad
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Ahmad Akbarpour and two of his most famous books

Akbarpour nominated for 2026 Hans
Christian Andersen Aw

TEHRAN - The International
Board on Books for Young People
has announced the shortlist for
the 2026 Hans Christian Anders-
en Awards, with an Iranian author
in the list.

Presented every two years,
the awards honor internation-
al authors and illustrators for
their contributions to children’s
literature, and are the highest
international recognition given
to creators in the field. This year,
Ahmad Akbarpour from Iran is
one of the six authors nominat-
ed for the awards in the authors
section, ISNA reported.

The other nominees in this sec-
tion include Maria José Ferrada
from Chile, Timothée de Fom-
belle from France, Lee Geum-yi
from the Republic of Korea, Pam
Munoz Ryan from the United
States, and Michael Rosen from
the United Kingdom.

In the illustrator section, there
is no artist from Iran. The con-
tenders include Beatrice Alemag-
na from Italy, Linda Bondestam
from Finland, Cai Gao from China,
Gundega Muzikante from Lat-
via, Walid Taher from Egypt, and
Maria Wernicke from Argentina.

The writing award was first
given in 1956, the illustration
award in 1966. The former is
sometimes called the Nobel Prize
for children’s literature.

The awards are named af-
ter Hans Christian Andersen, a

19th-century Danish author of
fairy tales, and each winner re-
ceives the Hans Christian Ander-
sen Medaille (a gold medal with
the bust of Andersen) and a di-
ploma.

Born in Fars Province, Ahmad
Akbarpour, 55, is a novelist and
author of short stories and chil-
dren’s books. He got his bache-
lor's degree in psychology from
Shahid Beheshti University in
Tehran and his master’s degree
in children literature from Shiraz
University in Shiraz.

He began writing for adults
before turning to children’s and
young adult literature after dis-
covering Constantin Virgil Ghe-
orghiu’s “Twenty-Fifth Hour”. A
student of Reza Barahani and
Houshang Golshiri, he soon
started writing fiction for ado-
lescents, adopting a postmodern
style of writing.

Introduced to Iran’s Children’s
Book Council, he submitted his
first poem, and soon became one
of Iran’s most celebrated authors
for young readers, with over 50
books to his name.

His short novel “That Night's
Train” (1999) received the Book
of the Year award from lIran’s
Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance. During his career, Ak-
barpour discussed such topics as
fear, loneliness, and peace.

In some of his works, he shows
his disdain for the destructive
impact of war on children. His

children’s anti-war book “Good
Night Commander” and “That
Night's Train,” illustrated by Isa-
belle Arsenault, were published
in English by Groundwood Books
in the US. and Canada in 2010
and 2012, respectively.

Known for inventive storytell-
ing that challenges convention-
al narratives, Akbarpour invites
readers to think critically and
empathetically, weaving univer-
sal themes such as peace, friend-
ship, and family into works like
“The Giant and the Bicycle”.

His versatility spans humor,
fantasy, realism, and myth, as
seen in “Good Night Command-
er; “Roc Girl,” and “That Night's
Train”. He also addresses social
issues, including the experiences
of children with special needs or
from marginalized backgrounds.
His stories often collaborate
closely with Iranian illustrators,
enhancing their visual and emo-
tional impact.

Translated into multiple lan-
guages including English, Ger-
man, Korean, Chinese, Turkish,
Italian, Portuguese, and Arabic,
and adapted into films, his works
have earned recognition includ-
ing the 2024 White Ravens list
(Munich), the National Children’s
Literature Festival of Shiraz, and
inclusion in Iran’s “Must Read and
Influential Books of the Last Thir-
ty-Three Years” He was short-
listed for the Astrid Lindgren Me-
morial Award in 2023 and 2025.

The most distinguishing char-
acteristic of his works is their
humor, which makes his writ-
ings captivating and agreeable.
Akbarpour, who is always on the
lookout for new and different el-
ements, is thus able to look at his
subject from a different perspec-
tive in some of his works and pull
the reader’s imagination along.
He has also had the experience
of rewriting some old legends.
He conducted some research and
gathered Persian satire proverbs
and traditional children’s games.

Beyond writing, Akbarpour
mentors  emerging  writers
through  workshops, helping
shape the next generation of
Iranian children’s literature. His
commitment to creativity, inclu-
sivity, and critical thinking has
made him a leading voice in glob-
al children’s literature.

The shortlisted authors and
illustrators for the 2026 Hans
Christian Andersen Awards were
chosen from a list of 78 nomi-
nations from 44 countries, on a
10-member jury led by Shereen
Kreidieh, founder of Arabic chil-
dren’s publishing house Dar Asa-
la and president of the Lebanese
Board of Books for Young People.

The two winners will be an-
nounced at the Bologna Chil-
dren’s Book Fair on April 13. The
medals will be presented at the
40th IBBY World Congress, to be
held from August 6 to 9 in Otta-
wa, Canada.

“Wall of Tears”: 50ft Brooklyn
mural pays tribute to children killed in Gaza

First is Wesam lyad Mohammed Abu Fsaife,
a 14-year-old boy. Last is or Sabah Omar Saad
al-Masri, an eight-year-old girl. These names
of two children mark the beginning and end of
the “Wall of Tears,” a massive art installation
paying homage to the 18,457 children killed
in Gaza between October 7, 2023 and July 19,
2025.

Created by artist Phil Buehler, it opened next
to Pine Box Rock Shop bar at 12 Grattan Street
in Brooklyn, New York, on Thursday, The Guard-
ian reported.

Made of waterproof and UV-coated vinyl, the
50ft long, 10ft tall sand-colored mural lists
the children killed in Gaza by the order in which
they died, based on data from the Gaza health
ministry. This will be punctuated by photos
and stories of individual children, drawing on
reports by the Guardian and Washington Post
newspapers.

“If you approach from a distance, it looks like
almost an abstract painting and that draws
people in to see, what is that?” Buehler, 69,
said. “Then you'll see they’re names of the chil-
dren killed in Gaza since October 7, 2023, and
there are thousands of them stretching down
the block.

“Then you'll be drawn in further, | hope, to
see the faces, read the stories of some of the
few dozen I've scattered throughout the fence.
That's the part that gets me when | look at it.
You see these faces full of joy and hope, snap-
shots from graduations and birthday parties
and family gatherings and knowing that these
kids’ lives were just cut short”

The artist reflects: “You can’t not think about
your own kids and your own families. | hope
that might lead people to think about how they
might help, even if it's just, take a photo of the
mural and pass it along on their social media
to their friends and family because hearing
something from someone you know is import-
ant”

Buehler has previously designed huge mu-
rals including “Wall of Lies,” displaying more
than 20,000 lies told by Donald Trump during
his first term as president; the “Wall of Liars
and Deniers,” listing 381 Republican election
deniers running in the 2022 midterms; the
“Wall of Shame,” chronicling the actions of
more than 1,500 January 6 rioters; and “Emp-
ty Beds,” highlighting the abduction of nearly
20,000 Ukrainian children by Russia.

He worked on the “Wall of Tears” with his
regular collaborator, the non-profit Radio Free
Brooklyn. The project is necessarily out of date
before it opens: it only records deaths up until
last July because that was the most recent up-
date to the Gaza health authorities’ database;
hundreds more children have been killed since
then, even after a ceasefire in October 2025.

“This is probably one of the hardest ones I've
worked on emotionally,” Buehler says. “l always
think of this quote attributed to Stalin, that a
single death is a tragedy, a million deaths is
a statistic. People can relate to one person’s
suffering but then they tune out or get over-
whelmed by thousands and the destruction
and death in Gaza is one of those stories.

Despite harsh weather, Buehler opened the
installation on Thursday to coincide with the

second anniversary of the death of Hind Ra-
jab, a five-year-old left to bleed out among the
bodies of six family members after their car
was targeted by an Israeli tank, leaving it with
335 bullet holes, according to the Forensic Ar-
chitecture research group.

The Palestine Red Crescent Society released
audio recordings of Hind’s final hours, docu-
menting repeated, urgent requests for res-
cue and call handlers, increasingly distressed
themselves, assuring her that help was on the
way. This real-life audio can be heard in the
“The Voice of Hind Rajab,” a Tunisian film by
the director Kaouther Ben Hania that has been
nominated for an Oscar in the international
feature category.

The war in Gaza has been a divisive issue in
New York, which with nearly 1 million Jews has
the biggest Jewish population outside Israel.
Efforts to brand Zohran Mamdani, a champion
of Palestinian rights, as antisemitic, fell flat
as he won election to become New York's first
Muslim mayor.

Buehler rejected the notion that opposition
to the war equates to antisemitism. “Conflat-
ing those two things makes it more difficult to
talk about,” he said. “You can’t have that con-
versation at all. | worry a little bit about that
with this piece.

“I talked to a lot of both Palestinian and Jew-
ish friends. Most of my Jewish friends are lib-
eral Jews and their reaction was, it’s a tragedy,
their heart goes out for these kids and these
families, but they are afraid bringing attention
to it will bounce back as antisemitism,” he add-
ed.



