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Hezbollah’s core
principles amid
the Lebanon-Israel
agreement

By Wesam Bahrani

TEHRAN - Analyzing Hezbollah's positions
is essential to grasping the current reality
in Lebanon amid a framework agreement
between the Lebanese government and the
Israeli regime.

The government argues the agreement will
foresee the end of Israeli occupation and ag-
gression in Lebanon, as well as the retum of
the displaced. Critics argue this is a mirage. The
agreement effectively grants the occupying re-
gime power over the Lebanese government and
the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) power over
the Lebanese Army to verify that they carry out
their “obligations”.» Page 5

11 Iranian universities in
QS WUR 2027 ranking

TEHRAN - The 23rd edition of the
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University
Rankings (WUR), 2027, has placed 11 Iranian
universities among the world’s top institutes,
up from nine universities in 2026.

University of Tehran, with a global ranking
of 367, ranks first among the Iranian univer-
sities, IRNA reported.

Sharif University of Technology (ranking
390), and Amirkabir University of Technology
(483), are placed second and third.

Iran University of Science and Technology
(504), Isfahan University of Technology (620),
University of Tabriz (686), Shahid Beheshti
University (781-790), Shiraz University (791-
800), are other top universities included in
this year’s ranking. » Page 7

TETZ 2026: Minister
highlights Iran’s high
scientific capacity

TEHRAN - Minister of Science, Research, and
Technology, Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, has de-
livered a speech at the 7th Turkey Educational
Technologies Summit (known as TETZ 2026),
highlighting the country’s high scientific and
research capacities despite sanctions.

Despite illegal sanctions, Iran secures first
place in cognitive sciences among Islamic
nations and ranks ninth globally in advanced
materials. Numerous prestigious Iranian
universities and institutions are included in
international rankings. These accomplish-
ments underscore the country’s scientific
capabilities, IRIB quoted Simaei-Sarraf as
saying, addressing the TETZ, being held in Is-
tanbul from June 26 to 28.

Iran serves as a great opportunity to invest in
higher education and modern technologies. The
country has one of the largest higher education
systems in the region, with more than three
million students and over seventy thousand
faculty members and researchers. » Page 7
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Vessels at the Strait of Hormuz, as seen from Musandam, Oman, June 16, 2026.

US Bombs MoU

Fresh American strikes on Iran and continued Israeli aggression against Lebanon further

cast doubt on Washington'’s seriousness about a deal

The Trump
administration’s repeated
attempts to open a new

By Faramarz Kouhpayeh

TEHRAN - Iran carried out fresh
attacks against U.S. military installa-
tions in the region on Friday night in
response to earlier American strikes
on Iran’s southern territories, attacks
that have further raised doubts about

route through the Strait
of Hormuz appear aimed
at depriving Iran of what
is seen as one of its most
important leverage points.

to halt hostilities and begin talks to-
ward a conclusive peace deal, ships
were permitted to pass through
the Strait of Hormuz without tolls
for 60 days, provided that Iran ar-
ranged their passage. The vessels
warned by Iran were trying to cross
through an unconfirmed route near

Washington’s genuine commitment
to peace and whether a final agree-
ment with the Trump administration remains feasible.

In a statement, the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
Navy announced it had “targeted the deployment sites of
the US. terrorist military in the region.” Since the war began
on February 28, Iranian forces have struck and significantly
damaged numerous American military sites across the Per-
sian Gulf. In its most recent statement, however, the IRGC did
not specify which sites were hit. Analysts believe the targeted
bases were likely those used by the U.S. hours earlier to attack
Iran’s port city of Sirik.

The attack on Sirik came after Iran fired warning shots at
vessels attempting to transit the Strait of Hormuz via a route
not approved by Tehran. Iran has imposed heavy restrictions
on passage through the strait since the U.S. and Israel began
their aggression, less than a year after the 12-day war they
initiated in June 2025. Under Article 5 of the Islamabad Mem-
orandum of Understanding, which allowed Iran and the US.

Omani waters, apparently following
instructions from the United States.

Iran and the U.S. have exchanged several such attacks since
they reduced the intensity of fire in March, but the recent
strikes were the first since the Islamabad MoU was signed on
June 17.

The Trump administration’s repeated attempts to open a
new route through the Strait of Hormuz appear aimed at de-
priving Iran of what is seen as one of its most important lever-
age points. Tehran has warned for years that it would restrict
passage through the strait if the U.S. continued or escalated
pressure against it. Iran is now in talks with Oman, the only
other coastal state of Hormuz, to develop a framework that
would allow it to receive compensation for the environmen-
tal and security services it has provided to the world free of
charge for years, while also ensuring that Americans cannot
rebuild military equipment in the region to repeat acts of ag-
gression. » Page 3

Araghchi steps up
regional diplomacy
with series of high-level
calls on Iran-US MoU

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi intensified Tehran’s regional diplo-
matic outreach on Friday, holding a series of
telephone conversations with his counterparts
from the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Paki-
stan, the United Kingdom, and Romania to dis-
cuss the implementation of the recent Iran-US
memorandum of understanding, regional de-
velopments, and bilateral cooperation. » Page 2

Iranian citizens should
not pay for services
other countries receive,

top adviser says

TEHRAN — The Iranian people should no
longer bear the cost of safeguarding the
Strait of Hormuz for the rest of the world, a
senior military adviser to Iran’s Leader of the
Islamic Revolution said, as Tehran signals a
shift in how it views the strategic waterway.

In an exclusive interview with NewsNation,
Mohsen Rezaei, a senior military adviser to
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei, made
clear that Iran has provided free security and
environmental protection to global shipping
for 47 years — and that era is now over.

“Yes, we want to maintain the security of
the Strait of Hormuz. We want to protect the
environment of the Strait of Hormuz,” Rezaei
said. “We must establish insurance mech-
anisms so that if incidents occur, ships that
encounter problems are covered to reduce
their risk. And when we provide all of this,
these costs cannot come out of the pockets
of the Iranian people. These costs must be
collected from those who are transporting oil
through this strait.” » Page 2

Iran war accelerated
decline of US global
dominance, says

ex-Pentagon analyst

Beirut s night of rage:
Berri sounds the
alarm as opposition to
the Israel framework
agreement intensifies

By Sondoss Al Asaad

SOUTH LEBANON — Beirut awoke
L on Saturday to the aftermath of one
of its most tense nights in recent
months.

Demonstrations, motorcycle
convoys, and clashes with security
forces erupted across parts of the
capital following the announcement
of the Lebanese government’s
controversial framework agreement
with Israel, exposing once again
the fragility of Lebanon’s domestic
equilibrium and the depth of popular
anger surrounding the deal. » Page 5

Iran, Egypt share spoils
in 2026 World Cup

TEHRAN - Iran national football team were
held to a 1-1 draw by Egypt in Group G of the
2026 FIFA World Cup on Saturday.

Mahmoud Saber gave Egypt an early lead
just five minutes into the Group G match at
Seattle Stadium in Seattle, United States.

Iran were awarded a penalty five minutes
later, but Egyptian goalkeeper Mostafa
Shobeir denied Mehdi Taremi from the spot.

Ramin Rezaeian leveled the score in the
14th minute after Shobeir failed to keep out
Milad Mohammadiss powerful strike.

Iran almost secured a dramatic place in
stoppage time when Shoja Khalilzadeh found
the net, but the goal was ruled out for offside.

In the other Group G fixture, Belgium
thrashed New Zealand 5-1to finish top of the
group with five points.

Egypt also ended the group stage with five
points, advancing to the knockout stage as
runners-up.
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TEHRAN PAPERS

In the following column, we take a look at some important
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Positive outlook for the negotiation process

Etemad, in an interview with Abol-
ghasem Delfi, Iran’s former ambassador to
Paris, evaluated the first round of the six-
ty?day negotiations between Tehran and
Washington. Delfi said the most important
development in this round was that the
talks began at the proper level — that is,
between the main representatives and ne-
gotiators of the two countries. Although it
is unlikely that all clauses and issues will
reach a comprehensive and final frame-
work within this timeframe, what matters
is that the negotiation process continues.
Another key feature of this round was
the presence of two mediating countries
at a different level compared to previous
rounds. This indicates that, at least on the
surface, both sides have the will to hold
serious and substantive negotiations. The
reason that Qatar’s presence alongside Pa-
kistan is significant is that the talks have
focused on two main points: the econom-
ic dimension — including the release of
Iranian frozen assets and the investment
fund — and the political dimension. These
developments could create a relatively
positive outlook for the continuation of the
talks.

Iran: A 60-day window for returning to
oil market

The Iran newspaper discussed the au-
thorization of Iran’s crude oil and petro-
chemical production and sales following
the Geneva agreement. It wrote that this
development has drawn attention back to
the country’s energy sector — an industry
that, for more than a decade, has operat-
ed under the simultaneous pressure of
sanctions, banking restrictions, insurance
problems, transportation disruptions, and
limited access to equipment and technol-
ogy. Initial assessments show that if this
opening becomes operational, it could
quickly reduce transportation risks and
help unload Iran’s stored oil. Some inter-
national reports suggest that Iran’s oil in-
dustry is prepared for a rapid increase in
supply. However, experts emphasize that
there remains a considerable gap between
the resumption of exports and the full nor-
malization of the energy sector. Full res-
toration of capacity requires time, invest-
ment, access to modern technologies, and
the gradual return of international trade
partners.

Ettelaat: Israel understands only lan-
guage of force

Ettelaat, in an interview with Alaeddin
Boroujerdi, a member of the National Se-
curity Committee of Parliament, addressed
the renewed attacks by the Israeli regime
on southern Lebanon and the recent re-
marks of its prime minister. Netanyahu
claimed that the logic governing the world

is power, and weak countries are trampled.
According to Boroujerdi, this view reflects
the regime’s terrorist and child?killing na-
ture, which understands no language other
than force and seeks to trample the rights
of regional nations through military power.
He added that for years, efforts have been
made to portray Iran as weak and incapa-
ble, but today Iran is at the height of its
power. Iran has reached a level of capa-
bility that allows it to defend its national
interests and security with full authority
against any threat. If the United States
fails to fulfill its commitments to counter
the Israeli regime’s provocative actions,
Iran will not remain indifferent.

Hamshabhri: Iran’s most powerful weap-
on is time

Hamshahri highlighted Iran’s strongest
weapon and Trump’s confusion in the war,
stating that time is now Iran’s most pow-
erful tool, one that has trapped Trump in
a web of uncertainty. The U.S. president,
who viewed Iran as just another “project”
among his foreign policy projects and be-
lieved his aircraft carriers would finish the
job within days, now faces a chaotic plan
and a collapsed timeline after more than
100 days. Popular resistance, Iran’s shock-
ing military power, and Tehran’s refusal to
back down from its rights have taken con-
trol of time away from the White House.
Legal obstacles, public pressure, economic
problems caused by the war, the World Cup,
and the midterm congressional elections
have placed Trump in an unprecedented
bind. Now, exhausted and frustrated by the
war, he wants to end it and move on.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: The path to lift all
sanctions is to leave the gray zone

Donya?e?Eqtesad analyzed how to es-
cape the “gray zone” in negotiations. In
the JCPOA, only the nuclear issue was
addressed: Iran was to offer nuclear con-
cessions, and the U.S. would provide relief
from nuclear?related sanctions. This cre-
ated a gray zone in which other sanctions
remained. Because of this ambiguity, ma-
jor international companies and banks
could not determine whether the remain-
ing sanctions posed risks, so they avoided
cooperation with Iran, while tensions be-
tween the two countries continued. If the
current negotiations lead to a JCPOA?like
outcome where a new gray zone emerges
— with some sanctions lifted and others
suspended — the same problems will reap-
pear. Therefore, the correct path is for Iran
to pursue a comprehensive and complete
resolution with the United States, and in
return, the U.S. must commit to lifting all
sanctions, as promised in the memoran-
dum of understanding.

Iranian citizens should not pay for services
other countries receive, top adviser says

From page 1 » Rezaei said Iran does not
view the strait as a simple bargaining chip,
but as a vital national interest and a matter
of national security. He rejected any sugges-
tion that the U.S. has the right to interfere
in the waterway, which is Iran’s sovereign
territory.

“No country — no country — is willing
to let America interfere. And we, who are
the owners of the strait — should we allow
Americans to interfere?” he asked. “We have
shown for 47 years that the Strait of Hormuz
is open. But after the prolonged wars waged
against us, we can no longer simply carry on
as before.”

Rezaei also addressed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, flatly denying that Tehran is pursuing
an atomic bomb and pointing to U.S. intelli-
gence assessments that have confirmed the
same.

“When official American and other coun-
tries’ intelligence agencies say Iran has not
been pursuing an atomic bomb, you ask us
whether we are — and it's clear we were
not,” he said. “We have always, always de-
clared this. We have always said we were not
pursuing an atomic bomb.”

He also accused the Trump administration
of insincerity in the current negotiations,
which resumed last week in Switzerland
with Qatari and Pakistani mediators. The
talks come after two previous rounds were
derailed by surprise American and Israeli at-
tacks on Iran.

“We have still not seen any serious change
in the behavior of Mr. Trump and his team,”
Rezaei said. “We feel they are simply buying
time from us. They want to manage Amer-
ica’s domestic issues — for example, to get
inflation and the banking crisis under con-
trol, hold the elections, and then the games
will be over”

“We have yet to see a serious move, a
turning point in American behavior,” he add-
ed. “Therefore, we have very little hope that
this agreement will actually happen.”

Rezaei insisted that the US. must first
accept Iran’s rights under international law
before any deal can be reached.

“The first issue is that the American gov-
ernment must accept that the Iranian people
have rights — rights recognized under inter-
national law, within which Iran operates,” he
said. “America must accept these rights””

Iran, Pakistan deepen strategic partnership as
Pezeshkian visit spurs trade and connectlwty initiatives

TEHRAN- Iran and Pakistan
are moving to deepen their
strategic partnership, with po-
litical and economic coopera-
tion gaining fresh momentum
following Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian’s recent visit to
Islamabad and a series of mea-
sures to expand bilateral trade
and cross-border connectivity.

Speaking at a graduation cer-
emony at the Pakistan Naval
Academy in Karachi on Satur-
day, Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif described Pres-
ident Pezeshkian’s June 23 visit
as a reflection of the warm and
brotherly relations between the
two neighboring countries. He
said the outcomes of the visit
would further strengthen bilat-
eral ties and reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to regional
peace, describing the Islamabad
Memorandum of Understand-
ing between Iran and the United
States as a significant diplomat-
ic achievement for Islamabad.

The Iranian president held
separate meetings during the
visit with President Asif Ali
Zardari, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, and Chief of Army Staff
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
focusing on regional develop-
ments and avenues for expand-
ing bilateral cooperation.
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Rooted in centuries of shared
history, cultural affinity, and
close geographical proximity,
Iran and Pakistan have steadily
sought to broaden their eco-

nomic partnership  despite
regional and international
challenges. During President
Pezeshkian’s visit, discussions
extended beyond the imple-
mentation of the Iran-US mem-
orandum of understanding—
brokered through Pakistan’s
mediation—to include practical
measures for strengthening
trade, transport connectivity,
energy cooperation, and invest-
ment. Both governments reaf-
firmed their commitment to
unlocking the full potential of

bilateral economic relations and
advancing their long-standing
objective of increasing annual
trade to $5 billion.

Reflecting that commitment,
Pakistan’s Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) has officially desig-
nated the Taftan border railway
station as a land customs facil-
ity for import and export oper-
ations, a move expected to sig-
nificantly facilitate cross-border
rail freight and enhance formal
trade with Iran.

According to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways, the deci-
sion followed consultations be-
tween the heads of the Iranian
and Pakistani railway adminis-

trations and subsequent official
correspondence calling for the
activation of the Taftan railway
crossing.

Under the FBR notification,
the 11.75-hectare Taftan railway
station has been authorized to
conduct cargo loading and un-
loading, customs clearance, and
import-export processing, for-
mally integrating the terminal
into Pakistan’s customs net-
work.

The development is expected
to streamline customs proce-
dures, accelerate the movement
of goods, reduce transportation
costs, and improve the efficien-
cy of bilateral logistics. Officials
and trade experts also believe
the new customs facility will
help curb smuggling and in-
formal trade by directing com-
mercial flows through regulat-
ed channels with standardized
inspection and documentation
procedures.

The initiative marks another
concrete step toward strength-
ening Iran-Pakistan economic
integration, as both countries
seek to transform political
goodwill into expanded trade,
improved border infrastructure,
and deeper regional connectivi-

ty.

Araghchi steps up regional diplomacy with series of high-level
calls on Iran-US MoU

TEHRAN -

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas

Araghchi intensified Tehran’s regional diplo-
matic outreach on Friday, holding a series of
telephone conversations with his counter-
parts from the United Arab Emirates, Egypt,
Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and Romania
to discuss the implementation of the recent
Iran-US memorandum of understanding,
regional developments, and bilateral coop-
eration.

In separate calls with UAE Foreign Min-
ister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty,
British Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper, and
Romanian Foreign Minister Oana Toiu, Ara-
ghchi briefed his counterparts on the latest
progress in implementing the understand-
ings reached between Tehran and Washing-
ton, outlining Iran’s positions and the diplo-
matic consultations underway.

The foreign ministers exchanged views
on the evolving regional situation and re-
affirmed the importance of sustaining di-
alogue, preserving the diplomatic process,
and supporting initiatives to strengthen
peace, security, and long-term stability
across West Asia. They also emphasized the
need for continued consultations to ensure
the effective implementation of the under-
standings reached and to promote broader
regional cooperation.

In his conversation with Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed, the Emirati foreign minister un-
derscored the importance of diplomacy and
expressed hope that ongoing negotiations
would produce constructive outcomes to
foster regional peace and stability.

Romanian Foreign Minister Oana Toiu
welcomed efforts to reduce tensions in the
region and stressed the importance of hon-
oring mutual commitments under the diplo-
matic process, while both London and Cairo
reiterated their support for continued diplo-
matic engagement and regional stability.

Araghchi also held talks with Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, during which the two
sides reviewed bilateral relations and recent
diplomatic developments. The Iranian for-
eign minister thanked Islamabad for host-
ing President Masoud Pezeshkian during his
recent official visit and expressed hope that
agreements reached during the visit would
be implemented at all levels.

For his part, Dar briefed Araghchi on Paki-

stan’s ongoing efforts to secure the release
of Iranian crew members detained aboard

the Lenore-Davina vessel, reaffirming Is-
lamabad’s commitment to pursuing the
matter with the relevant authorities.

The two ministers also stressed the im-
portance of continued coordination and
diplomatic engagement to promote lasting
peace, regional stability, and stronger bilat-
eral cooperation.

Araghchi also held a telephone conversa-
tion with Venezuelan Foreign Minister Yvan
Gil Pinto on Saturday, extending Tehran’s
condolences to the government and peo-
ple of Venezuela following the devastating
earthquake. Araghchi reaffirmed Iran’s sol-
idarity with Venezuela during the difficult
circumstances and announced Tehran’s
readiness to provide humanitarian assis-
tance and participate in relief and rescue
operations to support those affected by the
disaster.

Iran war accelerated decline of US global dominance,

says ex-Pentagon analyst
Karen Kwiatkowski says the war hastened a new regional order

TEHRAN - Karen U. Kwiatkowski,
the retired U.S. Air Force Lieutenant
Colonel and former Pentagon analyst,
believes the recent US.-Israeli war
against Iran has accelerated the de-
cline of American global dominance
while strengthening the emergence
of amultipolar regional order.

In an interview with the Tehran
Times, she argues that Washington
failed to achieve its strategic objec-
tives, discusses the evolving securi-
ty architecture of West Asia, exam-
ines the political calculations behind
the conflict, and assesses the pros-
pects for a lasting understanding
between Tehran and Washington.

Below is the full text of the interview:

Some believe that Netanyahu,
by promoting the idea of regime
change, drew Trump into a war with
Iran. To what extent do you agree
with this view?

Yes, on the first part. Netanyahu
and his political agents in Congress

have been advocating for a hot war
with Iran for several decades, and
when Trump ordered the bomb-
ingin June 2025 and initiated the
war on February 28th of this year,
it was at the behest and advocacy
of Netanyahu. There is evidence for
this from many sources, but specifi-
cally in the actual statements made
by the State Department, the Penta-
gon, and the President himself.

However, the rationale of regime
change is simply a popular catch-
phrase, used by the U.S. and Israel,
and others, in order to justify the
expansion of empire. The US. and
some countries in Europe, as well
as Israel, work very hard to “change”
any leadership not conducive to
US., European, or Israeli interests
through candidate support and
opposition efforts, CIA-driven col-
or revolutions, assassination, and
election manipulation. When this
does not work, war or military con-
flictis initiated. | doubt that those in

Tel Aviv or Washington actually be-
lieve that military assault delivers
effective regime change - often it is
simply a gamble that from the chaos
amore useful leader will emerge, or
can be temporarily installed, usually
accompanied by pallets of dollars.
War, of course, is a profitable busi-
ness for both the US. and Israeli
state-aligned oligarchies.

“Regime change” is a well-used
narrative, but the fundamental rea-
son for the war on Iran was, for both
Trump and Netanyahy, a land and
resource grab, and an attempt by
the U.S. to solidify control over the
(Persian) Gulf states and expand
the Abraham Accords investment
opportunities. In this, they under-
estimated both Iran and most of the
(Persian) Gulf States.

Inyour view, what impact will the

war have on the future geopolitical
landscape?

First, the geopolitical landscape
has been shifting and evolving to-

wards this moment for at least the
last 15 years, as the U.S. military has
become more fragile and expensive,
and the Military Industrial Complex
at home seeks to expand and profit
rather than to contract in the ab-
sence of wars and customers. A key
driver of this recent change is tech-
nology and the exceptional domes-
tic progress of major nations of the
world to innovate more rapidly and
more cheaply than the U.S. and Eu-
rope can innovate. Other drivers are
the aging demographic in the West,
a decline in educational standards,
and the suffocating domestic inter-
vention by Western governments in
their own shrinking productive and
engineering base. What | am trying
to say is that the U.S. and most of
the West are no longer a place of
human freedom and creativity - the
locus for human opportunity and
liberty appears to be shifting east-
ward.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)



By Faramarz Kouhpayeh

TEHRAN - Iran carried out
fresh attacks against U.S. mil-
itary installations in the region
on Friday night in response to
earlier American strikes on Iran’s
southern territories, attacks that
have further raised doubts about
Washington’s genuine commit-
ment to peace and whether a
final agreement with the Trump
administration remains feasible.

In a statement, the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
Navy announced it had “targeted
the deployment sites of the US.
terrorist military in the region”
Since the war began on February
28, Iranian forces have struck
and significantly damaged nu-
merous American military sites
across the Persian Gulf. In its
most recent statement, howev-
er, the IRGC did not specify which
sites were hit. Analysts believe
the targeted bases were like-
ly those used by the US. hours
earlier to attack Iran’s port city
of Sirik.

US bombs MoU

Fresh American strikes on Iran and continued Israeli aggression against Lebanon
further cast doubt on Washington:ss seriousness about a deal

ter Iran fired warning shots at
vessels attempting to transit
the Strait of Hormuz via a route
not approved by Tehran. Iran has
imposed heavy restrictions on
passage through the strait since
the US. and Israel began their
aggression, less than a year af-
ter the 12-day war they initiated
in June 2025. Under Article 5 of
the Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding, which allowed

The attack on Sirik came af-

Iran and the US. to halt hostil-
ities and begin talks toward a
conclusive peace deal, ships were
permitted to pass through the
Strait of Hormuz without tolls
for 60 days, provided that Iran
arranged their passage. The ves-
sels warned by Iran were trying
to cross through an unconfirmed
route near Omani waters, appar-
ently following instructions from
the United States.

Iran and the US. have ex-
changed several such attacks
since they reduced the intensity
of fire in March, but the recent
strikes were the first since the
Islamabad MoU was signed on
June 17.

The Trump administration’s
repeated attempts to open a
new route through the Strait of
Hormuz appear aimed at depriv-
ing Iran of what is seen as one
of its most important leverage
points. Tehran has warned for
years that it would restrict pas-
sage through the strait if the US.
continued or escalated pressure
against it. Iran is now in talks
with Oman, the only other coast-
al state of Hormuz, to develop a
framework that would allow it
to receive compensation for the
environmental and security ser-
vices it has provided to the world
free of charge for years, while
also ensuring that Americans
cannot rebuild military equip-
ment in the region to repeat acts
of aggression.

Iraq PM reaffirms good-neighborly relations with Iran, says he
wants shift toward economic partnership with US

TEHRAN- Iraqgi Prime Minister Mohammed
Ali Al-Zaidi has reaffirmed that Baghdad’s re-
lations with the Islamic Republic of Iran are
founded on the principles of good-neighbor-
liness, mutual respect, and shared interests,
while outlining Iraq’s vision for expanding
economic cooperation with the United States
following the conclusion of American military
presence in the Arab country.

In an interview with Sky News Arabia, Al-
Zaidi said his upcoming visit to Washington
would mark “a new phase of cooperation”
between Iraq and the United States based
on mutual interests and respect, rather than
serving as a ceremonial visit.

The prime minister announced that the
US-led international coalition’s combat mis-
sion will conclude in September, after which
Iraq intends to transition its relationship with
Washington from military cooperation to a
long-term economic and investment part-
nership.

“Our objective is to move from a securi-
ty-based partnership to a sustainable eco-
nomic partnership that serves the interests
of both nations,” Al-Zaidi said, noting that Iraq
has instructed the ministries of oil, electrici-
ty, and communications to prioritize leading
American companies in projects related to
energy, telecommunications, technology, and
infrastructure development.

M Iran registers reservation over PUIC fi-
nal communiqué on Palestine

Iran’s parliamentary delegation formal-
ly registered reservations over sections of
the final communiqué adopted at the 20th
Conference of the Parliamentary Union
of the OIC Member States (PUIC), citing
inconsistencies with Tehran’s longstand-
ing position on Palestine. The delegation
objected to references to the two-state
solution, the 1967 borders, and language
implying recognition of Israel, requesting
that its written reservation be incorpo-
rated into the conference’s official records
and documents.

m Araghchi pledges to pursue justice for
Sardasht chemical attack in Int’l forums

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi,
marking the anniversary of the chemical
bombing of Sardasht, reaffirmed the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s commitment to pursuing
the humanitarian and legal dimensions of
the tragedy through international mecha-
nisms.

Araghchi stressed that securing justice
for the victims of the Sardasht attack and
other war crimes is not only a national re-
sponsibility but also a global imperative to
uphold human conscience and prevent the
recurrence of such atrocities.

He also underscored Iran’s longstand-
ing commitment to combating weapons of
mass destruction and reaffirmed Tehran’s
dedication to advancing a just, durable, and
sustainable peace.

He added that Irag’s Ministerial Council
for the Economy has approved major ener-
gy projects involving international firms, in-
cluding Chevron, Halliburton, and HKN, while
opening new opportunities for investment in
oil fields and exploration blocks. He also re-
vealed plans for strategic cooperation with
Starlink to strengthen Irag’s digital infra-
structure.

Al-Zaidi said Baghdad also plans to discuss
an Energy and Development Fund with the
United States that could support additional
oil production ranging from 500,000 to two
million barrels per day, depending on market
conditions and production capacity, and po-
tentially beyond OPEC quota constraints.

Addressing Irag’s internal security, the
prime minister stressed that the state alone
must retain the monopoly on the legitimate
use of force, while acknowledging the role
armed groups had played in combating ter-
rorism. He said the current stage requires all
security activities to be conducted exclusive-
ly through state institutions.

Reaffirming Irag’s regional foreign policy,
Al-Zaidi said relations with Iran are based
on good-neighborly ties, mutual respect, and
common interests, consistent with Bagh-
dad’s approach toward all neighboring coun-
tries.

“Iraq accepts dictates from no party,” he

said, emphasizing that all policy decisions are
guided by the principle of “Iraq First.”

He further stressed that Baghdad'’s efforts
to deepen economic cooperation with the
United States are driven solely by Irag’s na-
tional interests and are not directed against
any other country.

“Iraq does not pursue a policy of regional
alignments or hostility,” Al-Zaidi said. “Our
country seeks to serve as a platform for di-
alogue, connectivity, and stability rather than
a theater of confrontation.”

The Iragi prime minister also welcomed all
diplomatic initiatives aimed at easing region-
al tensions, including the ongoing negotia-
tions between Iran and the United States.

LATEST NEWS

H Maliki, Iranian envoy discuss stronger
Iran-Iraq cooperation

Former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki met
Iran’s ambassador to Baghdad on Saturday
to discuss bilateral ties, regional develop-
ments, and ways to strengthen cooperation
between the two neighboring countries.

During the meeting, al-Maliki stressed
the importance of maintaining Iraq’s coor-
dination with its regional environment and
supporting efforts that contribute to the
country’s security and stability.

The two sides also reviewed avenues for
expanding cooperation in line with the in-
terests of the Iranian and Iragi peoples and
exchanged views on the latest political and
security developments in the region.

Iran’s Ambassador to Irag Mohammad Ka-
zem Al Sadeq reaffirmed Tehran’s commit-
ment to developing relations with Iraq and
enhancing bilateral cooperation and coordi-
nation across areas of mutual interest, the
statement said.

H Hezbollah cites Iran-US MoU in rejecting
Lebanon-Israel framework agreement

Hezbollah Secretary-General Sheikh
Naim Qassem has rejected a US-backed
framework agreement between Lebanon
and Israel, describing it as a violation of
Lebanese sovereignty and warning that it
would legitimize Israel’s continued occupa-
tion. Qassem urged adherence instead to the
Iran-US memorandum of understanding, ar-
guing that it secured a ceasefire in Lebanon.
He also said Tehran suspended implemen-

tation of the agreement until Washington
pressured Israel to accept a ceasefire after
refusing to comply with its initial provisions.

H Iran, Armenia reaffirm commitment to
expanding economic cooperation

Senior Iranian and Armenian officials reaf-
firmed their commitment to strengthening
bilateral cooperation and promoting region-
al stability during talks in Yerevan. Hamid
Pourmohammadi, Iran’s vice president and
head of the Planning and Budget Organiza-
tion, conveyed President Masoud Pezeshki-
an’s greetings to Prime Minister Nikol Pash-
inyan for the victory of the Prime Minister’s
party in the Armenian Parliament. The two
sides reviewed progress on cross-border
infrastructure projects, customs modern-
ization, and cooperation in energy, agricul-
ture, and mining, while emphasizing the
implementation of existing agreements and
deeper economic engagement.

m Iranian MP accuses US of undermining
ceasefire and diplomatic process

Ebrahim Azizi, chairman of the Iranian Par-
liament’s National Security and Foreign Pol-
icy Commission, accused the United States
of violating the ceasefire and undermining
ongoing negotiations with Iran following
reported US strikes on Iranian targets. In a
post on X, Azizi said Washington had once
again demonstrated its lack of commitment
to diplomacy by attacking Iran during nego-
tiations, warning that such actions would ul-
timately prove counterproductive and dam-
age prospects for a lasting agreement.
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Even China and Iran need greater mutual trust

By Hongda Fan

SHAOXING, Zhejiang - Wars often redefine
international relationships. The recent con-
flict between Iran and the United States may
prove to be one of those moments. As mili-
tary confrontation gives way to diplomacy,
Tehran is sending a clear signal: rebuilding
and strengthening relations with China has
become one of its highest foreign policy pri-
orities.

The clearest indication came from reports
that Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf—who also serves as Iran’s
Special Representative for China Affairs—is
expected to visit Beijing. His recent speech-
es in Tehran leave little doubt about the di-
rection of Iran’s diplomacy. Iran is no longer
looking only for stronger economic coopera-
tion with China. It wants a broader strategic
partnership, one that includes political coor-
dination, investment, technology, infrastruc-
ture and regional security.

Yet Ghalibaf’s remarks also reveal an un-
comfortable reality. Five years after China
and Iran signed their 25-Year Comprehensive
Cooperation Agreement, the partnership has
yet to reach the level that either side origi-
nally envisioned.

Iranians believe China has been
too cautious in implementing the
25-year cooperation agreement,

either due to its ties with Arab

countries or anti-Iran US sanctions

The reasons are not difficult to identify.
International sanctions have complicated
China’s commercial engagement with Iran,
while years of domestic political and eco-
nomic uncertainty have discouraged large-
scale investment. At the same time, Beijing
has pursued a balanced Middle East policy,
strengthening ties not only with Iran but also
with Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
and other Persian Gulf states. Such a strat-
egy inevitably limits how far and how fast
China is prepared to deepen cooperation with
Tehran.

From Iran’s perspective, however, the pic-
ture looks rather different. Many Iranians
believe Beijing has been excessively cautious
in implementing the comprehensive cooper-
ation agreement and believe Beijing has been
overly cautious in developing relations with
Iran and too willing to yield to pressure from
the United States. Some also believe that
China’s position on the three islands in the
Persian Gulf has failed to reflect what Tehran
regards as one of its core national interests.

These different interpretations expose a
more fundamental problem. The greatest
obstacle to deeper China-Iran cooperation is
not the absence of shared interests. It is the
shortage of strategic trust.

This matters now more than ever. West
Asia is undergoing one of its most significant
geopolitical transformations in decades. Re-
gional powers are pursuing greater strategic
autonomy, expanding their diplomatic op-
tions and reducing excessive dependence on
any single great power.

In this changing environment, China and
Iran have every reason to work more closely
together. But shared interests alone cannot
sustain a long-term strategic partnership.

That requires confidence in each other’s in-
tentions.

Building such confidence will not be easy.
One challenge lies in how each country un-
derstands its own place in the international
system.

Following what Iranian leaders regard as a
successful defence of the country during the
recent conflict, many in Tehran believe Iran’s
international standing has risen substan-
tially. They increasingly see their country not
merely as a regional power but as an influ-
ential actor whose voice should carry greater
weight in shaping regional and international
affairs.

Meanwhile, Beijing increasingly sees Chi-
na as a superpower on a par with the United
States. From this perspective, although Iran
is an important regional partner, the two
countries naturally occupy different posi-
tions within the global hierarchy. Such differ-
ences in strategic self-perception can easily
produce mismatched expectations, making
mutual trust more difficult to build.

None of this, however, diminishes the
strong complementarity between the two
countries.

Iran possesses abundant energy resourc-
es, a strategic geographical location and
enormous development potential. Even to
ensure the continuity of its political system,
Tehran will need to pursue necessary re-
forms. Such reforms are likely to make Iran
a stronger and more prosperous country. As
regional tensions gradually ease and sanc-
tions are expected to become less restrictive,
Iran is likely to attract growing international
investment.

Even if European and American companies
eventually return to the Iranian market, China
will continue to enjoy important advantages.
Chinese companies have accumulated valu-
able experience in Iran over many years, while
Chinese products have become increasingly
competitive in both quality and affordabili-
ty. China has also made internationally rec-
ognised advances in high-technology sec-
tors, further enhancing its attractiveness as
a long-term economic partner for Iran.

Meanwhile, Iran itself is unlikely to aban-
don its policy of diversified diplomacy. Tehran
has consistently sought to avoid excessive
dependence on any single external power,
and that principle will almost certainly re-
main central to its foreign policy after the
war. China therefore does not need to be-
come Iran’s exclusive partner to remain one
of its most important strategic partners.

Ultimately, China and Iran are connect-
ed by converging interests. Yet if the two
countries genuinely hope to transform their
relationship into a mature strategic partner-
ship, economic cooperation alone will not be
enough. Greater strategic trust must become
the foundation of future cooperation.

Against this backdrop, Ghalibaf’s expected
visit to China is about much more than diplo-
macy. It offers both governments an oppor-
tunity to address long-standing misunder-
standings and reinforce political confidence
at a time when the Middle East is being re-
shaped by profound geopolitical change.

Strategic partnerships are built on com-
mon interests. Enduring partnerships are
built on trust. China and Iran have already
established the first. Their next challenge is
to achieve the second.
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Iran-China reach preliminary agreement to
sign railway customs cooperation document

TEHRAN- The heads of customs of Iran and
China agreed to sign a railway customs coop-
eration document with the aim of facilitating
and increasing trade exchanges between the
two countries.

According to IRNA from the Customs Ad-
ministration of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the heads of customs of Iran and China, in
a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the
World Customs Organization (WCO) summit,
reviewed the grounds for increasing cooper-
ation between the two customs administra-
tions to develop trade exchanges.

In this meeting, Foroud Asgari, Deputy
Minister of Economy and head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration, and
Zhang Baofeng, Deputy Minister and head
of the General Administration of Customs
of the People’s Republic of China, discussed
the signing of a railway customs cooperation
document to effectively utilize railway capac-
ities between the two countries with the aim
of increasing trade exchanges.

Benefiting Iranian and Chinese econom-
ic operators from special customs facilities
within the framework of the support package
for Authorized Economic Operators (AEO)
was another issue that the two sides dis-
cussed regarding its operationalization.

Increasing educational cooperation and
exchanging experiences between customs
experts of the two countries, as well as
continuous cooperation on benefiting from
experiences related to the implementation
of coordinated border management, were
among the topics reviewed in this bilateral
meeting.

The head and a group of members of the
Board of Directors of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture, along with a number of representatives
from chambers of commerce, specialized
committees, economic organizations, and
joint chambers of commerce, met and held
talks with Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf on June 17.

This meeting focused on Iran-China eco-
nomic relations and took place on the eve of
Qalibaf’s visit to that country, during which
over 30 proposals were presented by private
sector to the parliament speaker.

Samad Hassanzadeh, Head of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, speaking on Wednesday, at
a consultation meeting of the Special Rep-
resentative for China Affairs with the Iran
Chamber, held under the slogan “Sustain-
able Economic Cooperation between Iran
and China” at the Ministry of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade, described the attendees at the
meeting with Qalibaf as including a group
of members of the Board of Directors of the
Iran Chamber, representatives of chambers
of commerce, representatives of specialized
committees, economic organizations, and
joint chambers of commerce, and said: We
wish the best of success for all the people,
especially the entrepreneurs who created
epics in the 12day war and the Ramadan War
and demonstrated their competence to the
whole world.

Ghadir Ghiyafeh, Vice President of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture, looking at IranChina relations
from a macro perspective, said: We must first
understand China’s development model and
see where Chinais headed by 2035 and 2050,
and based on that, align the IranChina devel-
opment document with China’s future path

so that for Chinese entrepreneurs, presence
in the Iranian market becomes a priority.

Ghiyafeh, emphasizing the formulation of
a development plan convergent with China’s
development policies, listed artificial intel-
ligence, advanced technologies, and electric
vehicles as China’s priorities. He noted: To
pursue the Belt and Road Initiative in Iran
and consolidate Iran as a regional hub for the
Persian Gulf and Eurasia, we must be the con-
nection center for China to West Asia, which
requires extensive investment and inviting
the Chinese to participate in this investment.

The Vice President of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture, proposing the establishment of special
I[ranChina cooperation zones in special eco-
nomic zones to increase exports and expand
investment, emphasized the alignment of
Iran’s industrial and trade policies with Chi-
na’s 2035 horizon, and stated: We must find
a serious place for ourselves in the Chinese
value chain and integrate into it.

Ghiyafeh announced the preparation of the
IranChina economic relations development
document at the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture and said:
Today, we must address the establishment
of a joint IranChina investment fund. The
horizon for economic cooperation between
the two countries by 2035 should focus on
participation in value and logistics chains,
energy, mining and mineral industries, and
modern technology, so that relying on Iran’s
natural resources and human capital, our
country transforms from an exporter of raw
and semiraw materials to an exporter of pro-
cessed products with high added value.

He considered a safe and stable envi-
ronment for Chinese investors and Iranian
economic activists as a prerequisite for ex-
panding IranChina relations and emphasized:
For Iran to become China’s strategic partner,
many steps must be taken, one of the most
important of which is the stability of laws in
the field of foreign investment.

Majidreza Hariri, Head of the IranChina
Joint Chamber of Commerce, at this meeting
emphasized the need for a unified command
for centralized policymaking in the field of
relations with China to determine priorities,
stressing the need to elevate the level of
IranChina economic relations. He stated: So
far, we have mostly used China for financing,
but in longterm plans, we must increase this
level.

Hariri, advising Qalibaf to focus on the
main policymaking of economic exchang-
es, stated: The issue of institutionbuilding
raised by the Head of the Research Center
of the Iran Chamber is a valid point, but care
must be taken so that this idea does not lead
to parallel institutions, and the focus should
be on policymaking.

He considered regional cooperation as a
bridge that can bring Iran and China closer
together, and noted: We should create the
platform and guarantee for the Chinese to
build a refinery in Makran, receive crude oil,
and transport the products themselves.

The Head of the IranChina Joint Chamber of
Commerce described the supply chain issue
as China’s current concern and emphasized:
In the supply chain field, we must introduce
ourselves in a way that attracts the Chinese.
We have the potential to connect China to the
Arabian Peninsula and Africa via a 22kilome-
ter sea bridge.

Iranian delegation under title ‘Minab 168’

attends Shang

TEHRAN- Ghadir Ghiyafeh, the
Vice President of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, speaking at the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion Business Forum in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan, emphasized the need
to strengthen economic cooper-
ation among member states and
declared that despite the recent
aggression by the United States
and Israel against Iran, the resis-
tance and resilience of the Irani-
an nation has strengthened the
country’s determination to devel-
op regional cooperation and eco-
nomic integration more than ever
before.

He described participation in
this meeting as an opportunity for
direct dialogue among the private
sectors of member states and
stated: The Iranian delegation, in
memory of the 168 students who
lost their lives on the first day of
the recent attacks in the city of
Minab, has chosen the name “Min-
ab 168" for its delegation so that
the memory of these children will
forever remain alive in the collec-
tive memory of the Iranian nation.

Referring to the growing po-
sition of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization in the global
economic order, he added: This
organization stands at a historic
turning point, and the collective
member states have the capacity
to go beyond the framework of
merely regional cooperation and
become one of the most influen-
tial and stable economic poles in
the world.

Ghiyafeh, referring to recent
geopolitical developments, said:
Despite the pressures and the re-
cent aggressive war by the United
States and Israel against Iran, the
exemplary resistance of the Irani-
an people has not weakened the
national will but has strength-
ened it. These circumstances
have caused Iran to seek deep-
ening economic cooperation and
strengthening regional ties with
doubled motivation.

The Vice President of the Iran
Chamber further emphasized
the need for transformation in
economic cooperation patterns
among SCO member states and
stated: The future of economic
cooperation in the region must

go beyond the framework of tra-
ditional trade and move toward
more advanced models such as
joint investments, technology
transfer, and the formation of in-
tegrated regional value chains.

According to him, Iran, as a vital
crossroads connecting East and
West, enjoys a privileged position
to facilitate these connections,
and this capacity can serve the
development of economic cooper-
ation among the member states of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation.

Ghayfeh also announced: The
Iran Chamber of Commerce, as the
representative of the country’s
private sector, is fully committed
to this vision and is ready, in close
interaction with chambers of com-
merce, development institutions,
investment agencies, and eco-
nomic actors of member states,
to define joint projects and, by
reducing operational risks and re-
moving trade barriers, create new
grounds for economic cooperation
in the region.

He emphasized in conclusion:
The future of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization will be
shaped not on short-term rival-
ries but on the basis of long-term
common interests and sustainable
partnerships, and Iran is ready to
play a role as a reliable and com-
mitted partner along this path
and to take steps alongside other
members to build a prosperous
future for the region.

Iran and Kyrgyzstan chambers
of commerce discussed trade is-
sues

Ghadir Ghiyafeh, Vice President
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture, and Temir Sariev, Head of
the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Kyrgyzstan, met and
held talks on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion Business Council meeting at
the Kyrgyzstan Chamber of Com-
merce in Bishkek.

The Vice President of the Iran
Chamber, referring to the histor-
ical and cultural ties of the two
countries along the Silk Road,
emphasized the importance of the
private sector’s role in strength-
ening cooperation within this eco-
nomic bloc and stated: Given the
strong infrastructure and existing
capacities within the framework
of the Shanghai, Eurasian, and ECO
treaties, we can implement joint
economic projects. There is also
potential to increase the volume of
trade between the two countries
from the current figure (about
$100 million) to $2-2.5 billion in
the future.

During this meeting, both sides
emphasized the development of
economic relations, the use of the
capacities of the Shanghai Treaty,
and the establishment of a joint
investment fund.

Temir Sariev, Head of the Cham-
ber of Commerce of Kyrgyzstan
and former Prime Minister of
the country, while offering con-
dolences and sympathy for the
martyrdom of a number of Iranian
figures and people in the recent
imposed war, praised the unpar-
alleled resistance of the Iranian
people against recent pressures
and long-term sanctions. He de-
scribed Iran’s geopolitical posi-
tion in the region as very power-
ful and commendable and said:
The reconstruction and revival of
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economic relations will certainly
begin rapidly in Iran.

Sariev also announced the read-
iness of Kyrgyz businessmen to
actively participate in the Iranian
market and added: Connecting
China’s railway lines to northeast-
ern Iran will make transit routes
much shorter and smoother.

In the final part of this meeting,
the focus of the talks was on op-
erational and executive solutions.
The Iranian delegation, empha-
sizing the need to adopt a mar-
ket-oriented approach, proposed
the formation of more serious co-
operation in the field of technical
and engineering projects. In this
regard, it was decided that ca-
pable and up-to-date companies
would participate in joint projects
to ensure mutual benefits for both
countries.

Also, to accelerate the trade de-
velopment process, the following
specific proposals were put for-
ward:

- Defining a commodity bas-
ket: Identifying and introducing a
basket of goods in which the two
countries have comparative ex-
port and import advantages.

- Forming a joint working group:
Establishing a specialized working
group between the chambers of
commerce of Iran and Kyrgyzstan
for continuous and precise ex-
change of market information.

- Training and market introduc-
tion: Holding joint online courses
to introduce the capacities and
market needs of the two countries
to traders and economic actors.

- Creating a business coun-
cil: Establishing a joint business
council and planning for face-to-
face business-to-business (B2B)
meetings between economic ac-
tors of the two countries.

Finally, one of the most im-
portant axes raised in these talks
was the proposal to establish and
activate a joint investment and
cooperation fund among the 10
member countries of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization—an ini-
tiative that can serve as a strong
financial backing for implement-
ing infrastructure projects and
developing multilateral coopera-
tion within this economic bloc.

Tehran, Muscat decide to form a joint committee to

implement provisions of customs agreement

TEHRAN- The heads of customs of Iran and
Oman, on the sidelines of the World Customs
Organization summit, emphasized the opera-
tionalization of the provisions of the agreement
on mutual administrative assistance in cus-
toms matters and proposed the formation of a
joint committee regarding the implementation
of the agreement’s provisions.

According to IRNA from Iran’s Customs Ad-
ministration, Foroud Asgari, Deputy Minister
of Economy and head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration, and Said bin
Khamis al-Ghaithi, head of the Royal Customs
of Oman, in a bilateral meeting, emphasized
increasing and expanding customs cooperation
in line with the provisions of the signed agree-
ment in customs fields.

The proposal to conduct study visits to cus-
toms offices and ports of destination and ori-
gin, as well as holding periodic meetings be-
tween the customs administrations of the two
countries, were among the topics reviewed in
this meeting.

Other topics discussed in this meeting in-
cluded the development of mutual coopera-
tion and exchange of experiences in the field of
combating smuggling and customs violations,

and holding continuous joint meetings between
customs managers of the two countries for
maximum coordination to facilitate trade.

Holding joint meetings to exchange educa-
tional experiences, given the establishment
of the World Customs Organization Regional
Training Center (RTC) in the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s Customs Administration, was one of the
points raised by Iran’s Customs in this meeting.

Iran and Oman signed 18 memoranda of un-
derstanding in various fields during the offi-
cial two-day visit of Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian to Muscat in May 2025.

The agreements, signed on the sidelines
of the Iran-Oman Joint Economic Committee
meeting, aimed to deepen ties in multiple sec-
tors, including legal, economic, political, cultur-
al, educational, health, defense, media, technol-
ogy, energy, and mining.

In a symbolic gesture highlighting cultural
and historical bonds, officials from both nations
also unveiled a commemorative joint postage
stamp.

President Pezeshkian arrived in Muscat on
May 27 at the official invitation of Oman’s Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarig.

Following a formal welcoming ceremony at

Muscat International Airport, Pezeshkian held
a meeting with Oman’s Sultan. The visit contin-
ued with a joint session between high-ranking
delegations from both countries.

During the meeting, Pezeshkian said that
Iran is ready to boost cooperation with Oman
in all fields, adding that the two countries pos-
sess capabilities that can be employed for the
well-being and progress of the two nations as
well as that of other regional nations.

“We are ready to do whatever is within our
capability for the dignity and greatness of
Muslims. Each of us has capacities that can be
employed for the well-being and progress of
one another and of other nations in the region,”
Pezeshkian said.

Sultan Haitham also welcomed closer ties,
saying that he agrees that if the avenues for
business activities are opened, the two coun-
tries “will witness a significant leap in the bi-
lateral relations.”

“The relations between Iranian and Omani
ports must be developed, and the rail capacity
from northern to southern Iran is of great com-
mercial importance to us,” he said, adding that
more support is needed for cooperation in the
energy sector.

Iran, South Africa emphasize development
of cooperation in energy sector

TEHRAN- Iran’s Minister of Oil

held talks with the Minister of
Electricity and Energy of South Af-
rica regarding the development of
bilateral cooperation in the energy
sector, Shana reported.

Mohsen Paknejad, on the side-
lines of the 11th Meeting of BRICS
Energy Ministers, on June 25, on

the second day of his visit to India,
met with Kgosientsho Ramokgopa,
the Minister of Electricity and En-
ergy of South Africa, and empha-
sized the development of hilateral
cooperation.

The 11th BRICS Energy Minis-
ters’ Meeting was successfully
convened on 25 June 2026 in Gu-

rugram, Haryana, under India’s
BRICS Chairship 2026 under the
overarching theme “Building for
Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation
and Sustainability”

The meeting brought together
Energy Ministers, Vice Ministers,
and senior officials from BRICS
member countries to deliberate

on key global energy challenges
and opportunities and to advance
practical cooperation across the
energy sector. Representatives
from leading international organi-
zations, including the International
Solar Alliance (ISA), the Global Bio-
fuels Alliance (GBA) the New De-
velopment Bank (NDB), also par-
ticipated in the deliberations.



Hezbollah’s core principles amid the
Lebanon-Israel agreement

From page 1 » A day after
the U.S-brokered agreement
was signed in Washington, the
IOF continued to drop bombs in
southern Lebanese towns and
villages, while the IOF continued
to advance towards the out-
skirts of Kfar Shuba. Lebanon’s
state news agency said the Farah
amusement park in the Nabatieh
al-Fawqa area was hit by an IOF
drone attack. Al-Tiri town came
under bombardment, and the IOF
set fire to the forest of Markaba.

Critics argue that the termi-
nology used by Lebanese offi-
cials, such as “sovereignty” and
“territorial integrity”, sounds
appealing, but pursuing sover-
eignty by “surrendering” to an
adversary is a reckless approach,
particularly given that succes-
sive Lebanese governments have
attempted and failed to achieve
this goal both before and after
2000. Again, this agreement
lacks any clause that holds the
Israeli regime accountable for its
war crimes in Lebanon.

The terms of the agreement,
being celebrated by Washing-
ton’s largest Zionist lobby, AIPAC,
have not helped Lebanese offi-
cials make their case to the pub-
lic either. The only language that
the Israeli regime understands
is the language of resistance.
The position of Hezbollah is piv-
otal, as the agreement is aimed
at eliminating Lebanon’s largest
power of resistance, which risks
another civil war. Lebanese Par-
liament speaker Nabih Berri has
warned against sedition, after a
night of unrest by Lebanese pro-
testers who poured their anger
at the agreement on the streets
of Beirut.

Despite the setbacks it has suf-
fered, Hezbollah has remained
a key and influential force in
Lebanon’s political and securi-
ty equation. In fact, its presence
and influence have strengthened
following the failure of the illegal
U.S--Israeli war against Iran and
Israel’s inability to accomplish its
goals in Lebanon.

Perhaps the clearest insight
into the Lebanese resistance
movement’s current positions
comes from the speeches of its
Secretary-General, Sheikh Naim
Qassem, who has delivered a
series of statements in recent
months that serve as the basis
for identifying Hezbollah's fun-
damental principles for the next
phase.

A review of Sheikh Qassem’s
speeches shows that he begins
with an assessment of the cur-
rent situation, which he regards
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as extremely dangerous because
of an “international U.S.-Israe-
li conspiracy project” He un-
derlines that it represents “the
greatest threat our country, our
children’s future, and our values
could face”

In his Ashura speech, he out-
lined key elements of this proj-
ect, which he believes is funda-
mentally aimed at “completely
and existentially eliminating the
resistance from Lebanon.”

Among the most significant
points are:

- Reversing the November
27 agreement following the fall
of the Syrian government, be-
cause “the balance of power has
changed,” according to Zionist
and American assessments, a
view also adopted by Hezbollah's
domestic opponents.

- Relying on Lebanon’s political
authorities to provide political
cover for the Israeli aggression
while intensifying the blockade
on the resistance at every level.

- Inciting conflict between the
Lebanese Army and the Leba-
nese resistance, attempting to
provoke  Christian-Sunni-Shia
strife, and pressuring Syria to
intervene from the east so that,
together with the Zionist regime
in the south, it forms a pincer
movement against Hezbollah.

- Benefiting from interna-
tional and Arab political backing
that exerts pressure in multiple
directions in favor of the Israeli
regime and against the Lebanese
resistance.

- Utilizing the capabilities of
multiple intelligence agencies to
provide Tel Aviv with information
and various forms of support.

According to this assessment,
all of these efforts are being car-
ried out under the direct super-
vision of the United States, which
oversees the plan and coordi-
nates its implementation across
every level and direction.

In several speeches, Sheikh

Naim Qassem has addressed
how Hezbollah intends to con-
front a major and dangerous plot
targeting it, based on a set of
principles that can be regarded
as the foundations of Hezbollah's
conduct in the coming period.

No return to the pre—-March 2
reality

Hardly any of Sheikh Qassem’s
speeches omit this point, mak-
ing it one of the central pillars
of Hezbollah’s current political
approach. Based on the Secre-
tary-General's remarks, the is-
sue amounts to a red line from
which there can be no retreat,
regardless of the pressure or the
cost.

Conducting the confronta-
tion in the spirit of Karbala

This position is closely linked
to the previous one. Hezbollah
believes that the current peri-
od is the most dangerous since
its founding. Sheikh Qassem
has emphasized the gravity of
the moment by stating that the
purpose of the war imposed on
Hezbollah is to remove it from
the political equation and erase
its existence.

Accordingly, Hezbollah frames
the confrontation as an existen-
tial struggle in every sense of
the word, requiring readiness to
endure whatever sacrifices and
costs may be necessary. This
is a message the Lebanese re-
sistance consistently directs to
both its domestic opponents and
its external adversaries.

Commitment to the option of
resistance

Sheikh Qassem repeatedly af-
firms Hezbollah’s commitment
to the path of resistance and its
readiness to activate that option
as long as the Israeli occupation
and aggression continue. This
position is rooted in the firm
belief that “the resistance is the
only guarantee for liberating the
land and achieving independence
and sovereignty in the face of oc-
cupation.”

Rejecting continued occupa-
tion and the so-called ‘freedom
of movement’

Sheikh Qassem’s language on
this issue is exceptionally clear
and reflects a firm, irreversible
decision. According to the Sec-
retary-General, Hezbollah will
not accept the continuation of
any form of occupation, nor will
it accept what the Zionist regime
calls “freedom of movement”
within Lebanese territory.

Sheikh Qassem expresses this
position in direct, unequivocal
terms:

“Let the lIsraelis and every-
one else know that remaining
on Lebanese land is impossible.
There are no security zones for
the enemy, and there is no piece
of land inside Lebanon where the
Israeli (occupation) army can re-
main. We have a national army,
and it is the one deployed on our
territory.”

He also stresses that the Leb-
anese resistance will not toler-
ate any violation, stating: “Any
violation will be confronted, any
violation will be fought, and any
violation will be dealt with in
whatever manner we deem ap-
propriate.”

This position stems from the
belief that Hezbollah forfeits its
rationale if it accepts occupation
or Israeli aggression as a fait ac-
compli.

Preserving national unity and
Lebanon’s internal balance

This principle is evident in
Sheikh Qassem’s remarks on the
failure of attempts to create con-
flict between the Lebanese re-
sistance and the Lebanese Army,
as well as the failure to provoke
Sunni-Shia sectarian strife. His
praise for those who refused to
be drawn into such efforts fur-
ther underscores Hezbollah's
commitment to national unity
and its rejection of any form of
internal conflict.

On the domestic political front,
Sheikh Qassem repeatedly reaf-
firms Hezbollah’s commitment
to the Taif Agreement and its
adoption of a flexible approach
that respects Lebanon’s delicate
internal balance.

He also offers reassurances to
Lebanon’s various communities
and calls on all political forces,
including the government, to
deal wisely with the country’s
unique political structure, ar-
guing that it cannot withstand
reckless policies or attempts by
one side to dominate another.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

Beirut’s night of rage: Berri sounds the alarm as opposition to

the Israel framework agreement intensifies

By Sondoss Al Asaad

SOUTH LEBANON — Beirut awoke on Sat-
urday to the aftermath of one of its most
tense nights in recent months.

Demonstrations, motorcycle convoys, and
clashes with security forces erupted across
parts of the capital following the announce-
ment of the Lebanese government’s contro-
versial framework agreement with Israel, ex-
posing once again the fragility of Lebanon’s
domestic equilibrium and the depth of popu-
lar anger surrounding the deal.

The agreement, signed in Washington un-
der American auspices, links an eventual
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanese territory
to the verified disarmament of non-state
armed groups and the gradual expansion of
the Lebanese Army’s authority.

For its opponents, however, the text
amounts to a de facto legitimization of Israeli
oversight over Lebanon’s internal affairs, oc-
cupation, and security arrangements.

The protests appeared largely sponta-
neous. Groups of young men, many carrying
Lebanese and Resistance flags, rode through
central Beirut and along the airport road,
chanting against what they described as a
“humiliating surrender agreement.”

Security forces moved to disperse
the gatherings, leading to scuffles and
scenes that quickly rekindled fears of in-

ternal confrontation.

The most significant political reaction
came from Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri,
whose brief statement carried the weight of
Lebanon’s historical experience.

“My people in Lebanon, all of Lebanon, this
is ‘sedition’” he warned, urging restraint and
invoking the advice of Imam Ali (AS) to avoid

becoming instruments in times of discord.

Berri’s choice of words was striking. It re-
flected an awareness that the dispute over
the agreement risks evolving from a political
crisis into a dangerous communal and na-
tional rupture.

Hours earlier, Hezbollah Secretary-General
Sheikh Naim Qassem had declared the de-
feat of the Israeli-American project and an-
nounced the beginning of a “new phase.”

His statement portrayed the latest re-
gional developments as a strategic turning
point and insisted that the Resistance had
emerged from the recent confrontation with
renewed legitimacy and purpose.

The juxtaposition of these two messages
was notable. While Qassem spoke of a new
stage shaped by the failure of Israeli and
American objectives, Berri’'s intervention
underscored the danger that the next phase
could also become one of internal discord if
political actors fail to manage the crisis re-
sponsibly.

Equally significant were the ambiguous
signals surrounding the events. The protests
were presented as spontaneous expressions
of popular anger, yet the scale and speed of
mobilization hinted at deeper currents of
dissatisfaction that extend well beyond or-
ganized political structures.

Meanwhile, the heavy-handed response
by security forces raised further questions
about the state’s ability to contain public an-
ger without deepening social polarization.

The ambiguity extends to the agreement
itself. Supporters portray it as a path toward
restoring state authority and ending the cy-
cle of conflict, while opponents view it as an
unprecedented concession that effectively
places Lebanon’s sovereignty under external
conditions and supervision.

What unfolded in Beirut was therefore
more than a night of protests. It was a stark
reminder that Lebanon remains caught be-
tween competing visions of sovereignty, se-
curity, and resistance.

Berri’s warning against sedition and Qa-
ssem’s declaration of a new phase together
frame a pivotal moment for the country—one
in which the greatest threat may not be the
agreement alone, but the possibility that its
consequences could ignite divisions that Leb-
anon can scarcely afford to revisit.
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When the American arsonist wears arescue

uniform in Venezuela

The cynical theater of the U.S. military’s aid in a sanctioned and suffering nation

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — The twin earthquakes that
struck north-central coastal Venezuela on
June 24, registering magnitudes of 7.2 and
7.5, brought immense destruction to Caracas
and La Guaira.

With the death toll nearing 1000 as of writ-
ing this article, Western media frames the
catastrophe as an isolated natural event met
by American charity.

However, the harrowing reality on the
ground tells a much darker story. That thou-
sands of victims have remained trapped
for days, while families helplessly listened
to their loved ones perish, is the result of a
man-made blockade.

Enforced vulnerability and sanctions

For years, unilateral US. sanctions sys-
tematically starved Venezuela of the finan-
cial resources and industrial procurement
necessary to maintain its civil defense infra-
structure.

These restrictions blocked heavy machin-
ery, hydraulic equipment, and vital spare
parts.

When the ground shook, local municipal
teams were left structurally paralyzed. While
regional neighbors such as Colombia and
Mexico scrambled to send immediate assis-
tance, the critical first hours were lost to an
engineered technological poverty.

Now, the very architects of this deprivation
present themselves as benevolent saviors.
Although Colombian President Gustavo Petro
explicitly urged Washington to lift the block-
ade to maximize recovery capacity, the US.
Treasury merely issued a restrictive, tempo-
rary waiver known as General License No. 60.

Arriving nearly 48 hours late, this narrow
mechanism keeps all frozen Venezuelan as-
sets locked while offering a superficial public
relations window.

The situation is bleak. The economic arson-
ists arrive with a garden hose, demanding
absolute gratitude for relieving a fraction
of the misery they carefully manufactured
while they continue positioning themselves
to plunder the very resources that made Ven-
ezuela a target in the first place.

Military footprints under charitable ve-
neer

This highly publicized humanitarian pivot
must not be viewed separately from the law-
less aggression that reshaped the country
earlier this year.

On January 3, USS. forces illegally abducted
President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia
Flores, plunging Caracas into turmoil.

Since this overt exercise in forced political
engineering, Washington has sought ways
to firmly entrench its military presence and
validate an interim political structure. The
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earthquake may have provided a perfect pre-
text.

The deployment of Southern Command as-
sets, including the USS Fort Lauderdale, C-17
airlifts, and teams under Kevin J. Jarrard from
the U.S. Marine Corps, serves a dual purpose.

Under the guise of search and rescue,
Washington is putting boots on the ground,
establishing logistical perimeters around
critical Caribbean ports and mapping internal
infrastructure.

Additionally, the promotional videos re-
leased by SOUTHCOM represent a soft-power
campaign to normalize a military occupation,
transforming an act of imperial intrusion into
an essential stabilization project.

Israeli incursion and ‘a good crisis’

Equally troubling is the announced arrival
of Israeli aid delegations in Venezuela. Since
Hugo Chavez severed diplomatic relations
with Tel Aviv in 2009 in protest of Israel’s as-
sault on Gaza, Venezuela has remained one
of the few countries in the region to maintain
a clear political distance from Israel and its
regional agenda.

That longstanding barrier is now being
quietly dismantled amid the chaos of a na-
tional tragedy. Israeli and Zionist aid organi-
zations, including IsraAID, Natan, ZAKA, and
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, have announced plans to deploy per-
sonnel to Venezuela.

Israel has likewise confirmed that it is as-
sessing the situation and preparing an offi-
cial aid mission. Notably, some organizations
are mobilizing from neighboring Colombia,
where they already maintain an operational
presence close to Venezuela’s borders.

In the aftermath of a disaster, doors that
would normally remain closed can suddenly
be opened, granting outsiders access to local
authorities, critical infrastructure, communi-
cations networks, and sensitive geographic
information.

Thus, the influx of Israeli personnel raises
the prospect of a long-term political, intel-
ligence, and strategic presence established
under the cover of emergency relief.

The rubble will eventually be cleared, but
the networks, relationships, and footholds
established in the aftermath could remain
long after the emergency has passed.

While Venezuelans dig through rubble and
mourn their dead, Washington and Tel Aviv
are using the pretext of humanitarianism to
advance objectives that extend well beyond
disaster response.

Beneath their rhetoric lies a familiar logic,
elucidated in a quote attributed to Winston
Churchill and infamously repeated by the ul-
tra-Zionist former White House chief of staff
and presidential hopeful Rahm Emanuel in
2008: “Never let a good crisis go to waste.”
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Iran coach Ghalenoei
rues missed chances
against Egypt

TEHRAN - Iran head coach Amir Ghalenoei
praised his players’ performance against Egypt
but expressed frustration over his side’s inability
to convert their chances.

Iran were held to a 1-1 draw by Egypt in their
final Group G match at the 2026 FIFA World Cup,
finishing the group stage with three points. Team
Melli endured a frustrating evening, missing a
penalty, striking the woodwork twice and having a
stoppage-time goal ruled out for offside.

Speaking after the match, Ghalenoei said: “Let
me say how proud | am of my country, my people
and this team. It was a fantastic match and | be-
lieve everyone enjoyed it as much as | did. We cre-
ated so many chances and deserved to win.”

“We conceded from their only real opportunity,
while we failed to convert 10 chances. We also had
a goal disallowed because they said Shoja Khalilz-
adeh was five centimeters offside,” he added.

The Iranian coach also praised the Pharaohs,
saying: “Egypt are a great team and | wish them
every success. Despite all the difficulties we have
faced, I don't think football justice was on our side
today”

Reflecting on his team’s misfortune, Ghalen-
oei said: “Perhaps this is another test from God.
Maybe God is testing me. But | still have complete
faith in my players. We are a very complete team
in attack.”

Asked about Iran’s chances of progressing to
the knockout stage, he said: “Now we have to wait
and see what happens tomorrow. | would also like
to thank all the Iranian fans, both inside and out-
side the stadium, for their tremendous support”

A defensive identity
defined Iran’s World
Cup campaign

TEHRAN - Iran’s World Cup campaign has so far
been defined not by attacking flair or possession
foothall, but by discipline, organization and defen-
sive resilience.

Aftera1-1draw with Egypt in their final Group G
match, Team Melli finished third in the group and
must now wait for results elsewhere to determine
whether they will advance as one of the tourna-
ment’s best third-placed teams. Regardless of
their fate, one thing has become clear: Iran have
built their campaign around defending first and
attacking only when opportunities arise.

The approach was evident from the opening
match against New Zealand. Iran failed to impose
themselves despite facing the lowest-ranked side
in the group, settling for a draw after producing
only brief moments of attacking quality. Instead
of pressing high or controlling possession, Iran
preferred to sit deep, remain compact and rely on
quick transitions. While the strategy avoided de-
feat, it also left the team chasing points later in
the tournament.

The same conservative philosophy was on
display against Belgium. Facing one of Europe’s
strongest squads, Iran adopted an even deeper
defensive block. The back line stayed compact, the
midfield worked tirelessly to close passing lanes,
and Belgium found it difficult to create clear-cut
opportunities. The result was a goalless draw that
represented one of Iran’s finest defensive perfor-
mances in recent years. However, the match also
highlighted the team’s biggest weakness. Iran
rarely threatened in attack and finished the con-
test with few genuine scoring chances, appearing
satisfied with a point rather than pursuing victory.

Against Egypt, Iran needed three points to
maximize their chances of direct qualification, but
the tactical blueprint barely changed. Team Melli
defended with numbers behind the ball, looked
to capitalize on set pieces and counterattacks,
and struggled to sustain possession in the final
third. Even after falling behind, Iran continued to
play cautiously instead of committing more play-
ers forward. Their late equalizer kept qualification
hopes alive, while a stoppage-time winner was
ruled out for amarginal offside after a VAR review,
leaving the match level at 1-1.

Throughout the group stage, Iran demonstrat-
ed admirable defensive discipline. The defenders
remained well organized, the midfield consistently
tracked runners, and the team conceded relatively
few clear opportunities despite facing technically
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superior opponents. Such structure reflected a
coaching philosophy centered on minimizing mis-
takes rather than taking risks.

Yet the tournament also exposed Iran’s limita-
tions in possession. The team often struggled to
build attacks through midfield, leaving the for-
wards isolated. Transitions were slow, overlapping
runs from full-backs were limited, and creative
passing around the penalty area was infrequent.
Too often, attacks ended with hopeful long balls
or crosses that were comfortably dealt with by
opposing defenses.

Persepolis part ways
with Osmar Vieira

TEHRAN - Persepolis are set to part company
with head coach Osmar Vieira, with the club ex-
pected to appoint Dragan Skocic as his successor
in the coming days.

The decision follows Persepolis’ defeat to
Chadormalou in the AFC Champions League Two
qualification play-off, a result that ended the Teh-
ran giants’ hopes of securing a continental berth
for next season.

According to reports, the club’s board has
reached a final decision to terminate Vieira’s con-
tract after the disappointing end to the campaign.
The Brazilian coach is expected to officially leave
his position shortly.

Persepolis have already moved quickly in their
search for a replacement, opening negotiations
with former Iran national team head coach Dragan
Skocic. Discussions between the two parties are
understood to be at an advanced stage, with only
the final details of the agreement remaining.

Skocic is expected to be unveiled as Persepolis’
new head coach in the near future.

The Croatian manager is no stranger to Iranian
football, having previously guided the Iran nation-
al team and also enjoyed a successful spell with
Tractor. His familiarity with the league and proven
track record have made him the club’s preferred
choice to lead Persepolis into the new season.

The appointment is expected to mark the be-
ginning of a new chapter for the Reds as they aim
to bounce back from the disappointment of miss-
ing out on Asian competition and challenge for
domestic silverware next season.

Iran captain Taremi
hits out at FIFA

TEHRAN - Iran football team skipper Mehdi Tar-
emi questioned whether his side were welcome at
the World Cup, strongly criticizing the conditions
they are playing under in the United States after
they drew 1-1 with Egypt on Saturday to possibly
secure a knockout spot.

Taremi missed an early penalty and crashed a
header off the crosshar, before an apparent late
winner for Iran, which would have guaranteed
progress out of the group stage at the seventh
attempt, was ruled out for offside.

Iran have also had to grapple with travel re-
strictions, though the U.S. said that Iran would
be allowed to travel from their Mexican base two
days before the game instead of one, Reuters re-
ported.

Taremi, however, said conditions were unfair,
described the tournament as a logistical “disas-
ter” and called on global governing body FIFA to
try to resolve the situation.

“FIFA, they have to solve every problem here but
unfortunately they couldn’t stop, since the begin-
ning,” Taremi told reporters.

He added that FIFA President Gianni Infantino
had visited the Iran changing room after their first
game “and he said, ‘it’s just the beginning, but the
group-stage finishes tomorrow and we don't have
our logistics people here”.

Taremi continued: “How (is it) possible we al-
ways have to travel to Tijuana? We love the people
of Mexico. We love Tijuana, it's so good, they are
so humble people. We love them. But as profes-
sional players, in a professional competition, it’s
not right”

He also suggested that Iran’s presence at the
tournament was no longer welcome, though they
could find themselves in the round of 32 if results
in Saturday’s group games go their way.

Taremi asked: “Who wants to help us? Who? If

they want us to be out - OK, let’s (be) out, let’s get
out. But that's not fair”

Official highlights Tirgan as key element
of Iran’s intangible cultural heritage

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s
Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism has de-
scribed the ancient festival of
Tirgan as one of the country’s
most significant elements of
intangible  cultural heritage,
saying it reflects enduring links
between nature, mythology and
Iranian society.

In a statement published by
IRIB news agency on Saturday,
Mohammad-Ebrahim Zarei said
Tirgan represents values includ-
ing hope, prayers for rainfall,
social solidarity and respect for
water as the source of life.

“Tirgan is one of the brightest
manifestations of Iran’s cultur-
al calendar]” Zarei said. “It is a
deeply rooted celebration that
has remained alive and dynamic
in the country’s cultural memory
through the centuries.”

Celebrated on the 13th day of
the Iranian month of Tir, which
usually falls on July 2 or 3 in the
Gregorian calendar, Tirgan is tra-
ditionally associated with water,
rainfall and the protection of nat-
ural resources. In many parts of

Iran, the festival has historically
been marked by water-splashing
ceremonies, prayers for rain and
rituals honoring water, an ele-
ment regarded in Iranian culture
as a symbol of purity, life and re-
newal.

According to Iranian mythol-
ogy, the festival is closely linked
to the legend of Arash the Archer
(Arash-e Kamangir), a legend-
ary hero who is said to have de-
termined the borders of ancient
Iran by shooting an arrow over

a great distance. Zarei said the
story symbolizes sacrifice, patri-
otism and responsibility toward
the nation’s collective destiny
while reflecting the historical re-
lationship between people, land
and identity.

According to the Research In-
stitute of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism, festivals such as Tirgan
form an important part of Iran’s
intangible  cultural heritage
alongside the country’s histori-
cal monuments. It said research,

documentation, preservation
and promotion of such traditions
contribute to safeguarding Iran’s
cultural identity and passing it
on to future generations.

Zarei also underlined that Tir-
gan offers an opportunity to re-
flect on enduring cultural values,
including respect for nature, so-
cial responsibility, solidarity and
hope.

Tirgan, also known as Jashn-e
Tirgan, is one of Iran’s oldest
seasonal festivals and is tradi-
tionally observed as a rain fes-
tival. Alongside Nowruz, Yalda
Night and Mehregan, it is among
the country’s best-known an-
cient celebrations.

Today, the festival is observed
primarily by Iranian Zoroastri-
an communities, although its
historical significance extends
beyond religious practice. His-
torical accounts of Tirgan appear
in the writings of medieval schol-
ars including Abu Saeid Gardezi,
Al-Biruni and Al-Masudi, as well
as in the accounts of European
travelers who visited Iran during
the Safavid period.

Archaeologists say continued excavations at Kalgeh Zarrin could
deepen understanding of Elymaean kingdom

TEHRAN - Archaeologists leading exca-
vations at the ancient site of Kalgeh Zarrin
near the southwestern Iranian city of Masjed
Soleyman said continued scientific research,
stronger protection measures and invest-
ment in cultural tourism could help reveal
new information about the ancient Elymaean
kingdom while contributing to local economic
development.

The excavation directors said the archae-
ological site, which dates to the 2nd centu-
ry B.C. and is listed as one of Iran’s national
heritage sites, occupies a strategic position
for studying the political, economic, social
and religious structures of the Elymaean
state, which ruled parts of southwestern Iran
during the Parthian period, Miras-e Aria re-
ported on Friday.

Ali Hozhabri, one of the excavation direc-
tors, said potential discoveries of architec-
tural remains, rock reliefs and petroglyphs
could provide new evidence about the Ely-
maean kingdom’s political organization and
social structure.

“The study of these reliefs is not limited to
archaeology,” Hozhabri said. “They can also
offer valuable information for historians, so-
ciologists and anthropologists about power
relations, social organization and cultural
practices in ancient society.”

Co-director Ayyoub Soltani said the Ely-
maean kingdom emerged as a powerful
semi-independent state following the rise of
the Seleucid Empire and during the Parthi-
an era. He said its territory extended across

much of present-day provinces of Khuz-
estan, Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad, Chaharma-
hal-Bakhtiari, Lorestan, Ilam and parts of
Isfahan province.

According to the excavation directors, the
kingdom’s economic strength was based on
the minting of its own coinage, control of
trade routes leading to Mesopotamia, mari-
time commerce through the Persian Gulf, and
agricultural and livestock production.

They said Elymaean coins discovered in
the northern Arabian Peninsula indicate the
kingdom’s regional commercial influence and
its role in trade networks linked to the Per-
sian Gulf.

The archaeologists described Masjed So-
leyman, together with Izeh, as one of the
principal political and religious centers of the
Elymaean kingdom. They said the construc-
tion of what they described as the largest
stone platform in ancient Iran, along with
numerous temples and ceremonial complex-
es, reflected the city’s importance within the
kingdom.

According to the researchers, the Kalgeh
Zarrin temple, which contains iconography
associated with the Mithraic tradition, may
also provide evidence of religious diversity
and tolerance within Elymaean society.

Hozhabri and Soltani said previous discov-
eries at the site, including sculpted heads,
coins and rock reliefs, as well as studies of
architectural remains and pottery, underline
the site’s archaeological significance. They
said continued excavations, subject to ade-
quate conservation measures, could provide
further information on the history and cul-
ture of the period.

The archaeologists said local authorities
have begun efforts to promote cultural tour-
ism centered on Kalgeh Zarrin. They said es-
tablishing an on-site museum could increase
visitor numbers, extend tourist stays and
contribute to the local economy.

They also emphasized the importance
of involving local communities in heritage
conservation, saying modern approaches to

cultural heritage management require the
participation of residents, private-sector
stakeholders and civil society organizations.

The researchers said the creation of lo-
cal non-governmental organizations could
strengthen community participation, attract
investment and improve protection of both
tangible and intangible cultural heritage.
They added that institutions such as the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company and the munici-
pality could also contribute to conservation
efforts through their social responsibility
programs.

Among the principal challenges facing
urban archaeological sites, the excavation
directors cited disputes involving private
landowners, urban development projects and
insufficient long-term monitoring. They said
greater public awareness, dialogue with local
communities, targeted land acquisition and
revisions to heritage protection legislation
would help improve long-term preservation.

The archaeologists said urban excavations
play an important role not only in rescuing
threatened archaeological remains but also
in documenting the historical development
of cities while balancing urban expansion
with the protection of cultural heritage.

Kalgeh Zarrin, located in central Masjed
Soleyman, dates to the 2nd century B.C. The
site was added to Iran’s National Heritage
List in 1986.

According to sources, Masjed Soleyman
was known as Asak during the Elamite peri-
od and formed part of the Simash region of
the ancient Elamite civilization. Elam was one
of the major civilizations of the ancient Near
East, occupying territory that largely corre-
sponds to the modern Iranian provinces of
Khuzestan and Ilam. Rather than functioning
as a single unified ethnic kingdom through-
out its history, Elam consisted of a federation
of regional polities before periods of political
unification. The Elamite language, now ex-
tinct, was spoken across the region from the
Mesopotamian plain to the Iranian Plateau
and is documented in inscriptions dating
back to the mid-third millennium B.C.

Research and creativity essential to
preserving traditional pottery painting: ceramic artist

TEHRAN - An lIranian ceram-
ic painter said the long-term
survival of traditional pottery
painting depends on sustained
research, creativity and continu-
ous training, adding that artistic
commitment rather than com-
mercial considerations has been
the driving force behind her work
for more than two decades.

Mahboubeh Kamalinejad, a de-
signer and ceramic painter, said
she has worked in pottery paint-
ing since 2003 and that many
artists in the field began their ca-
reers through personal interest
and a commitment to preserving
traditional art.

“In the early years, many of us
worked without pay simply to
learn and help preserve this art,’

Kamalinejad said in an interview
with Miras Arya.

She said the distinguishing
feature of the workshop where
she works is the combination
of practical experience with re-
search, with each piece based
on study, analysis and new ideas
rather than reproducing existing
patterns.

Kamalinejad said innovation
in pottery painting comes from
combining artistic elements from
different historical periods while
adapting designs to the form and
visual characteristics of ceramic
objects.

She added that artists seek to

draw on the traditions of Iranian art
while incorporating their own cre-
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ative perspectives to produce origi-
nal works suited to the medium.

Kamalinejad identified limited
public exposure and weak exter-
nal communication as among the
main challenges facing the sec-
tor. She said stronger media en-
gagement and more professional
promotion of artworks could help
attract younger artists and new
practitioners.

She said producing carefully
researched works remains the
primary objective for artists,
rather than responding to market
demands.

“Many of these works are the
result of months or even years
of continuous effort” she said,
adding that completed pieces are
later presented at exhibitions in
Iran and abroad.

Kamalinejad said creating
more opportunities to intro-
duce pottery painting to wider
audiences, expanding research
support and strengthening ed-
ucation for younger generations
would help ensure the continued
development of the traditional
art form.



TETZ 2026: Minister highlights
Iran’s high scientific capacity

From page 1 » According to
science minister, cultural and
social requirements need to
be institutionalized in the de-
sign and deployment of these
technologies, which will help
pave the way to promote social
trust, facilitate the use of smart
education, and its acceptance
without posing data governance
risks at national and interna-
tional levels.

The official went on to say
that the development of smart
education requires the enhance-
ment of synergy, the exchange
of expertise, and the utilization
of shared capacities of countries
more than ever. He expressed
hope that the summit would
lay the basis for the expansion
of academic ties, the exchange
of knowledge, and the develop-
ment of collaborative initiatives
in the smart education sector,
which would in turmn expand
higher education at national, re-
gional, and global scales.

TETZ 2026 is taking place as
a globally focused Al-driven
EdTech event. The international
summit has brought together
global leaders and stakeholders
to explore how Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) can transform educa-
tion and how it can be used for
peace, humanity and common
tomorrows.

Science ministry finalizes Al
action plan

The Ministry of Science, Re-
search, and Technology has an-
nounced the finalization of an Al
action plan, which highlights the
pivotal role of Al in the country’s
scientific advancement.

The plan has been developed
in cooperation with the Vice
Presidency for Science, Tech-
nology, and Knowledge-Based
Economy, IRNA reported.

The action plan was unveiled
during a meeting held on De-
cember 3, 2025, with the pres-
ence of First Vice-President Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref.
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The main pillars of the action
plan include ‘transformation
in education and training hu-
man resources, ‘empowering
research and innovation ca-
pacity building’ ‘promoting and
commercializing Al’, ‘expanding
science diplomacy and interna-
tional cooperation’, and ‘improv-
ing the scientific status of the
country’.

Empowering research and
innovation capacity building
involves the establishment of
five national laboratories in se-
lected universities, development
of interdisciplinary majors at
post-graduate programs fo-
cusing on Al, the inclusion of ‘Al
and digital transformation’ for
undergraduate students, essen-
tial for engineering majors, and
supplementary for other majors.

Promoting and commercializ-
ing Al focuses on selecting and
supporting a number of uni-
versities as the country’s Al re-
search and development center.
Supporting the development of
at least 3 fundamental Al mod-
els (including language vision
models) based on domestic
data, and launching a platform

to collect and share research
and educational data securely.

Expanding science diplomacy
and international cooperation
highlights expediting the for-
mation and growth of Al start-
ups and holding Al competitions.

Expanding science diplomacy
and international cooperation
involves enhancing education-
al and research collaborations
with top universities from
Shanghai and BRICS member
states, as well as members of
the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC).

Cooperation on Al regulations,
standardization, and collabora-
tion with Iranian elites and ex-
perts living abroad are among
other goals.

Improving  the  scientific
standing of the country under-
lines maintaining and improv-
ing the country’s international
ranking in Al, indexing at least 8
specialized journals in the first
and second quartiles, increasing
support for top researchers and
patents, as well as strengthen-
ing scientific associations and
national Al networking.
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The Ministry of Science, Re-
search, and Technology plans to
launch 15 artificial intelligence
(Al) laboratories at universities
across the country to develop
and test fundamental Al models.

The headquarters for Al tech-
nology development has been
established in this regard, IRNA
quoted Mohammad-Hadi Zahe-
di, an official with the science
ministry, as saying in February.

Reference laboratories will be
set up at top universities, pro-
portional to their scientific work,
publications, and products, as
well as the number of students
and professors, Zahedi said.

The establishment of a spe-
cialized working group for the
development of educational
courses with a focus on interdis-
ciplinary training programs in Al,
he added.

Launching an Al development
fund, addressing and maintain-
ing Al privacy, security, data
governance, and regulatory
compliance are among the is-
sues that need to be considered,
Zahedi concluded.

Iranian delegation attending SCO Women s Forum

TEHRAN - A delegation head-
ed by Narjes Abolgasemi, an of-
ficial with the Vice-presidency
for Women and Family Affairs, is
participating in the Women'’s Fo-
rum of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan.

With the theme “Women’s
Leadership,” the SCO Women'’s
Forum is being held on June 26-
27, IRNA reported.

The forum discusses current
issues related to women'’s roles
in public and political leadership,
their participation in economic
development, and new oppor-
tunities in the context of digital
transformation.

Representatives of govern-
ment agencies from SCO mem-
ber states, international organi-
zations, and civil society, as well
as experts, women entrepre-
neurs, and women’s movement
leaders, are participating in the
forum.

Women’s economic, social

empowerment

The administration pays spe-
cial attention to empowering

women in social and economic
areas, as well as improving their
access to social services and fa-
cilities through implementing
certain national programs.

According to Zahra Beh-
rouz-Azar, the Vice-President for
Women and Family Affairs, more
than 2,700 female managers
were appointed in the country as
deputy ministers, director gen-
erals, deputy director generals,
governors, district governors,
and heads of research institutes
in the past two years.

“President Masoud Pezeshki-
an’s administration has always
highlighted the importance of
national unity and empower-
ing women. As a result, for the
first time, we have Sunni female
governors in the country,” IRNA
quoted Behrouz-Azar as saying
in August 2025.

The official went on to say
that in Iranian year 1403 (2024
- 2025), efforts were made to
identify and address harmful
issues to women, including the
bill on the elimination of vio-
lence against women, the hijab,

and women riding motorcycles.

Moreover, the vice-presidency
for women and family affairs has
offered loans and other facilities
for childbearing.

Iran has always focused on
programs that empower women,
particularly those who are heads
of household, economically and
socially. Actions taken by the
country have always aimed to
promote women’s status by ob-
serving the principles of the con-
stitution and Islamic teachings,
Behrouz-Azar said.

Referring to the country’s re-
markable achievements in edu-

cation, health, science, technol-
ogy, and entrepreneurship, she
underscored the prominent role
of Iranian women in these fields,
Mehr news agency quoted Beh-
rouz-Azar as saying in November
2024,

The official further said the
seventh National Development
Plan has stressed the need to
overcome barriers to women’s
professional development. Ac-
cordingly, the current adminis-
tration has put supporting wom-
en’s entrepreneurship and home
business growth on the agenda
despite unfair sanctions.

Persian zebra’s population soars in Kavir National Park

TEHRAN -Persian zebra was about to go
extinct in Kavir National Park, Semnan prov-
ince, almost three decades ago, but success-
ful conservation efforts have brought them
back to life, with their population increasing
from 13 individuals in the Iranian year 1363
(1984-1985) to 55 this year.

The conservation efforts include reintro-
ducing the species, breeding in captivity, and
transferring them from different habitats to
the national park, IRNA reported.

Monitoring water resources, veterinary
quarantine, physical protection of the hab-
itat, and the gradual release of zebras are

among the other important measures taken
in the conservation program.

The Persian zebra is a subspecies of
onager, which is critically in danger of extinc-

tion. Onagers used to have a large population
in West Asia, Central Asia, and China, but now
it has become extinct in most areas.

The low population of zebras is due to sev-
eral reasons. They have poor reproduction
ability, with one out of every three foals of
this species surviving.

The probability of male zebra foal survival
is poor because the male zebra does not ac-
cept the male foal and kills it, causing a de-
cline in the zebra population.

The long gestation period and a lack of twin
pregnancies are the other effective factors in
the low population of zebras in Iran.
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11 Iranian universities in QS WUR 2027 ranking

From page 1 » Iran University of Science
and Technology (504), Isfahan University of
Technology (620), University of Tabriz (686),
Shahid Beheshti University (781-790), Shiraz
University (791-800), are other top universi-
ties included in this year’s ranking.

The QS World University Rankings meth-
odology combines reputation evidence, re-
search performance, and employability out-
comes into a weighted framework designed
to compare institutions globally. By struc-
turing the ranking around lenses and clear-
ly weighted indicators, QS aims to make the
drivers of overall performance transparent,
while eligibility thresholds help ensure insti-
tutions are compared on a broadly consistent
basis.

Fifty percent of an institution’s QS World
University Ranking position is based on the
Research and Discovery Lens, comprised of
Academic Reputation (30 percent) and Cita-
tions per Faculty (20 percent) Indicators.

Twenty percent of an institution’s position
is based on its performance in the Employ-
ability and Outcomes Lens. This Lens is made
up of Employer Reputation (15 percent) and
Employment Outcomes (5 percent).

Global engagement (15 percent), Learning
experiences (10 percent), and Sustainabili-
ty (5 percent) are the three other indicators
used to evaluate the universities.

Not all higher education institutions are
eligible for the QS World University Rankings,
and not all eligible institutions proceed to be
ranked. In the flagship QS World University
Rankings, only around 1,500 institutions are
ranked to ensure data quality, though it as-
sess over 8,000 as part of a usual cycle.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), Imperial College London, Stanford
University, University of Oxford, and Harvard
University are the top five universities in QS
ranking.

Recent rankings

The 16th edition of the QS World Univer-
sity Rankings by Subject 2026 has included
10 Iranian universities in three broad subject
areas.

The 2026 edition of the QS World Univer-
sity Rankings by Subject features 55 narrow
subjects across five broad subject areas.

In the Engineering and Technology cate-
gory, Sharif University of Technology, with a
global ranking of 252, is placed first in the
country. The university’s best global ranking
is in Engineering-Petroleum (20); it ranks
151-200 in civil and structural engineering,
engineering-mechanical, as well as electrical
and electronic engineering.

University of Tehran is placed second, with
a ranking of 288 globally. It ranks 23rd in
engineering petroleum. The university ranks
between 201 and 250 in chemical engineer-
ing, engineering-mechanical, and electrical
and electronic engineering.

Amirkabir University of Technology, with a
global ranking of 401-450, is placed third. Its
best global ranking is in Engineering-Petro-
leum (51-100).

Iran University of Science and Technology
ranks 451-500 in the world, and fourth in the
country.

In the Life Sciences and Medicine category,
Tehran University of Medical Sciences (312).
Tehran University of Medical Sciences ranks
between 151-225 in Nursing, and 151-200 in
Pharmacy and Pharmacology.

University of Tehran (401-450) is placed
second, nationwide, next to Iran University
of Medical Sciences. It ranks 151-200 in Phar-
macy and Pharmacology.

Iran University of Medical Sciences and
Shiraz University of Medical Sciences (401-
500) rank third, jointly. Shiraz University of
Medical Sciences ranks 251-300 in Pharmacy
and Pharmacology.

Mashhad University of Medical Sciences
is placed between 501-550 globally; it ranks
201-250 in Pharmacy and Pharmacology.

Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sci-
ences (SBMU) is placed between 501-550.

Tabriz University of Medical Sciences ranks
501-550. It ranks 151-225 in Nursing, and 151-
200 in Pharmacy and Pharmacology.

In the Natural Sciences category, Universi-
ty of Tehran, with a global ranking of 336, is
placed first. It ranks 201-250 in Environmen-
tal Sciences, 301-350 in Material Sciences,
and 351-400 in Mathematics.

Sharif University of Technology is placed
second, ranking 401-450 globally. It ranks
between 201-25 in Material Sciences.

The SClmago Institutions Rankings (SIR)
2026 has ranked 166 Iranian universities
among the top institutions in the world, up
from 164 in 2025.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences and
University of Tehran are placed among the
top ten institutions in West Asia, ranking 5th
and 10th, respectively.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences (with
a global ranking of 701) is the top university
in the country.

University of Tehran and Shahid Behesh-
ti University of Medical Sciences and Health
Services are placed second and third, respec-
tively.

Tehran University of Medical Sciences rank
37 in Dentistry (first in West Asia), 49 in Der-
matology, 73 in Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
81 in Otorhinolaryngology, 94 in Infectious
Diseases, 96 in Public Health, Environment
and Occupational Health, 98 in Urology, 108
in Ophthalmology, 131 in Medicine (first in
West Asia), 139 in Epidemiology, 159 in Ne-
phrology, 176 in Surgery, and 189 in Critical
Care and Intensive Care Medicine.

University of Tehran ranks 71 in Archi-
tecture, 72 in Business, management, and
Accounting (first in West Asia), 76 in Geog-
raphy, Planning, and Development, 112 in En-
ergy (first in West Asia), 128 in Geology, 137
in Civil and Structural Engineering, 169 in At-
mospheric Science, 208 in Religious Studies,
242 in Earth and Planetary Sciences, 248 in
forestry, and 290 in Aquatic Science.

Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sci-
ences ranks 96 in Pathology and Forensic
Medicine, 106 in Urology, and 130 in Derma-
tology.

Tabriz University of Medical Sciences ranks
109 in Pharmacology, Toxicology, and Phar-
maceutics (2nd in West Asia), and 182 in
Urology.

Golestan University ranks 132 in Social
Sciences, and 155 in Education (first in West
Asia).

In Environmental Sciences, Iran Polymer
and Petrochemical Institute ranks 1st in West
Asia (130 globally), University of Tehran ranks
third in West Asia.

In Architecture, University of Gilan ranks
70, and Iran University of Science and Tech-
nology ranks 80 globally.

University of Kashan ranks 66 globally in
Ocean Engineering.

In Biomedical Engineering, Lorestan Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences, Tehran University
of Medical Sciences, and Mashhad University
of Medical Sciences rank 74, 245, and 261, re-
spectively.
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Success is the result of foresight and resolution, foresight
depends upon deep thinking and planning and the most
important factor of planning is to keep your secrets to yourself.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times » Noon:12:08

Evening: 19:45 Dawn: 3:05 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 4:51 (tomorrow)

Documentary play “The Leader” to premiere during
farewell ceremonies for Ayatollah Khamenei

TEHRAN- The documentary play “The Leader”,

written and directed by Pejman Shahverdi, is set
to be staged in conjunction with the farewell
ceremonies for the Martyred Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

According to the public relations office of the
Art Bureau, the production—developed by the
Sooreh Performing Arts Center and produced
by Amirhossein Shafiei—will be performed at
various locations across Tehran from July 1to 7.

The play, which is entirely field-based and
documentary-style, has been produced in three
languages of Persian, English, and Arabic. It pro-
vides a comprehensive narrative of the different
stages of the Martyred Leader’s life, spanning
from his birth and the pre-revolutionary era to
his presidency, his presence on the war fronts,
his tenure as the Leader, and his ultimate mar-
tyrdom.

The ensemble cast features Masoud Kordi,
Ali Dehrizi, Alireza Hosseini, Noushin Moaza-
mi, Hossein Aanizadeh, Erfan Kaviani, Bahar
Bouryayi, Aram Bouryayi, Zahra Kavosi, and Zah-
ra Sadat Hosseini.

Following the coordinated US- Israeli attack
on February 28, which targeted key national fa-
cilities in Iran, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
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the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, was mar-
tyred. Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei has since
been appointed as the new Leader by the As-
sembly of Experts.

The martyrdom of the Ayatollah Khamenei
was not merely the loss of a political figure, but
the departure of a spiritual guide whose entire
life was dedicated to the pursuit of justice and
the liberation of the oppressed. This ultimate
sacrifice, born from the depths of a conflict
fueled by imperialist ambitions, has left an in-
delible mark on the collective soul of the Iranian
people and the wider Muslim world, transform-
ing a moment of profound grief into a catalyst
for renewed resistance and steadfastness.

As the nation prepares for the official farewell
ceremonies scheduled for next week, a wave of
solemnity and devotion is sweeping across the
country. These ceremonies, which will see mil-
lions of mourners gather in a sea of grief and
pride, are expected to transcend mere ritual,
serving as a grand manifestation of the peo-
ple’s loyalty and unwavering bond with their
leader. The funeral processions will not only be
a final goodbye but a powerful testament to the
enduring legacy of the Martyred Leader, reaf-
firming the nation’s commitment to the path of
truth and dignity in the face of external threats.

Cartoon of Day

GAZA, THE WORLD, AND THE WORLD CUP

Gaza, the World, and the World Cup
Cartoonist: Fahd Bahady from Syria

New “Art & War” exhibition at
TMoCA showcasing Iranian epic
works on Ashura, Shahnameh

TEHRAN - The fifth exhibition
in the “Art & War” series, titled
“Iranian Epic Painting: From the
Shahnameh to Ashura” is un-
derway at the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art (TMoCA).

The exhibition, including works
from the museum’s treasured
collection, offers a fresh per-
spective on the long-standing
tradition of epic painting in Iran.
It presents significant works
from the country’s two ma-
jor epic traditions: Ferdowsi’s
“Shahnameh” and the events of
the Day of Ashura, IRNA reported.

The exhibition features twelve
outstanding paintings by re-
nowned masters of the Coffee-
house Painting (an Iranian genre
of narrative painting) tradition,
including Mohammad Modabber,
Abbas Boloukifar, Ahmad Khalili,
Hossein Hamedani, Ali-Akbar Le-
i, Mohammad Farahani, Hassan
Esmaeilzadeh, and Reza Hamidi.

Salar Rafieian, a curator at the
TMoCA, writes in a note about
the exhibition that Iranian epic
painting, particularly in the form
of Coffeehouse Painting, should
not be viewed merely as reli-
gious, epic, or folk paintings.

Rather, these works constitute
a popular visual medium for rec-
reating collective memory and
sustaining a pictorial tradition
that stretches from Mani’s “Ar-
zhang” through Persian minia-
ture painting, Shi'a iconography,
and the tradition of Naggali (Per-
sian storytelling performance).

In their works, the heroes of
the Shahnameh and the martyrs
of Karbala, on the Day of Ashura,
stand alongside one another as
parts of a shared ethical mem-
ory, one that constantly invites
society to reflect upon its rela-
tionship with the true nature of
power and responsibility.

Iranian  visual storytelling
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in these paintings emerges
through the interplay of depen-
dent and independent motifs. As
a result, these paintings are not
static images, but rather living
maps of an entire cosmos, where
history, mythology, nature, and
the supernatural coexist simul-
taneously.

Here, art is not simply a means
of depicting the world but a
means of imagining a more im-
partial one, where the image
itself becomes the shared lan-
guage of memory, justice, and
resistance.

The “Art & War” program pro-
vides a unique opportunity to re-
visit and analyze how wars influ-
ence the formation of different
art movements.

The exhibition has been
planned as an artistic reaction
to the 40-day American-Zionist
assault on Iran (from February
28 to April 8), which martyred
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about 3,500 people, including
the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, several officials and military
commanders, as well as numer-
ous civilians, including women
and children.

During the 40-day war (also
known as the Ramadan War),
besides some military targets,
the US and Israel launched or-
ganized attacks against civilian
infrastructure, including resi-
dential homes, hospitals, refin-
eries, power plants, schools, uni-
versities, art and cultural spaces,
bookstores, museums, and an-
cient sites in several cities, caus-
ing total or partial damage and
injuring innocent people.

Through the “Art & War” pro-
gram, the TMoCA has made some
treasured works available to au-
diences, so that with each visit,
they can gain deeper insight into
the impact of art when confront-

ing historical and contemporary
crises.

Established in 1977, the muse-
um has more than 4,000 items
that include 19th and 20th-cen-
tury world-class Iranian, Euro-
pean, and American paintings,
prints, drawings, and sculptures.
Being the biggest collection of
Western art in the eastern world,
it includes works from almost all
artistic periods and movements.

Most of the museum area is
located underground with a cir-
cular walkway that spirals down-
wards with galleries branching
outwards. Western sculptures
by artists such as Ernst, Giacom-
etti, Magritte, and Moore can be
found in the museum’s gardens.

“Iranian Epic Painting: From
the Shahnameh to Ashura”
opened on June 23 at the Tehran
Museum of Contemporary Art
and will remain open to visitors
until July 3.

New book documents US-Zionist war crime in Minab

TEHRAN- Amir Kabir Publications in Teh-
ran has announced the upcoming release of
“Blood-Tears of Minab”, authored by Hamid-
reza Mohajerani.

The work seeks to provide a documented
narrative of the oppression, resilience, and
hope of the people of Minab in the face of
US-Zionist crimes.

The project aims to preserve a vital part of
Iran’s historical memory and pay tribute to
the steadfast and bereaved people of Minab.
The book delves into the human and social
dimensions of the war crime perpetrated by
the United States and the Zionist regime at
the Shajareh Tayyebeh school, which resulted
in the martyrdom of 168 students and teach-
ers.

In response to this tragic event, Amir Kabir
Publications decided to fulfill its cultural
mission by transforming the account of the
incident into a lasting literary work.

To this end, the renowned author and
translator Hamidreza Mohajerani was com-
missioned to document the tragedy through
direct presence in the region and extensive
interviews with the families of the victims,
witnesses, and local residents.

Mohajerani spent one month in the south-
ern city of Minab, meeting closely with the
families of the martyrs of the Shajareh Tayye-
beh school. While the resulting work is cate-
gorized as a novel, it transcends the bound-
aries of a typical drama or romance, serving
instead as a fact-based narrative of a crime
and its devastating human consequences.
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The author has sought to synthesize narra-
tives, memories, and field interviews to paint
avivid picture of the vulnerability, endurance,
and pride of the people of Minab—a commu-
nity that, amidst a catastrophe, has authored
its own story of steadfastness and survival.

Following the completion of the writing
process, the manuscript has been submitted
to the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance for the necessary publication permits.

On February 28, the Shajareh Tayyebeh el-
ementary school in Minab, Hormozgan prov-
ince, became the site of a catastrophic mas-
sacre during the initial waves of aggression
launched by the United States and the Zionist
regime against Iran.

The strike occurred as students—children
aged between 7 and 12—were beginning their
morning lessons. A precision missile strike
caused the immediate collapse of the school
building, trapping students and teachers be-
neath mountains of rubble. Official reports

confirmed a final death toll of 168 victims,
with at least 95 others sustaining severe
injuries, marking one of the most harrowing
atrocities of the conflict’s opening day.

While US and Zionist authorities initial-
ly attempted to distance themselves from
the carnage as images of the ruins flooded
social media, rigorous forensic and digital
investigations have since exposed the truth.
An extensive analysis by Al Jazeera’s digital
investigations unit, utilizing over a decade
of satellite imagery and ground-level vid-
eo, confirmed that the school was a distinct
civilian facility, isolated from any military
installations for at least ten years. Further-
more, satellite data revealed that the school
was “triple-tapped’—hit by three separate,
deliberate strikes—proving the attack was
not a mistake, but a calculated targeting of
children.

This conclusion has been echoed by the
international community’s most reputable
news outlets. Investigations by The New
York Times, BBC Verify, CBC, and NPR have
all independently concluded that the United
States was responsible for the strike. These
findings have sparked global outrage and
raised fundamental questions regarding the
“intelligence” used to justify the bombing, as
the pattern of the attack suggests the direct
targeting of an educational institution. The
Minab school tragedy now stands as a som-
ber testament to the immense human cost of
this aggression and a primary focal point for
international demands for accountability.

Billy Collins’s “Horoscopes for the Dead” published in Persian

TEHRAN - The Persian trans-

guished Professor at Lehman Col-

lation of the poetry book “Horo-
scopes for the Dead” by Billy
Collins has been released in the
bookstores across Iran.

Saeid Saeidpur has translat-
ed the poems from English into
Persian and Morvarid Publication
has brought out the book, ISNA
reported.

Billy Collins is widely acknowl-
edged as a prominent player at the

table of modern American poetry.
In this collection, the verbal gifts
that earned him the title “Ameri-
ca’'s most popular poet” are on full
display.

The poems in “Horoscopes for
the Dead” cover the usual but
everlasting themes of love and
loss, life and death, youth and
aging, and solitude and union.
With simple diction and effort-
less turns of phrase, Collins is at

once ironic and elegiac.

Smart, lyrical, and not afraid to
be funny, the poems extend Col-
lins’s reputation as a poet who
occupies a special place in the
consciousness of readers of poet-
ry, including the many he has con-
verted to the genre.

Billy Collins, 85, is an American
poet who served as the Poet Lau-
reate of the United States from
2001 to 2003. He was a Distin-

lege of the City University of New
York, retiring in 2016.

Collins was recognized as a Lit-
erary Lion of the New York Public
Library (1992) and selected as
the New York State Poet for 2004
through 2006. In 2016, Collins was
inducted into the American Acade-
my of Arts and Letters. As of 2020,
he is a teacher in the MFA program
at Stony Brook Southampton.



