
Throughout the tournament, 
Iranian players and coaches 

repeatedly argued that 
they were competing under 

conditions unlike those 
experienced by any other 

team.
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Pezeshkian meets grand 
ayatollahs in Qom

TEHRAN – Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian traveled to the holy city of Qom 
for a series of meetings with the leading 
Shiite clerics, during which he discussed the 
government’s domestic agenda, regional 
developments, and the latest diplomatic 
achievements, including the planned 
release of $6 billion of Iran’s frozen assets 
held in Qatar.

During his visit, the president held 
separate meetings with Ayatollah Alavi 
Boroujerdi, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad 
Saeedi, the custodian of the Holy Shrine of 
Hazrat Masoumeh (SA) and the Leader’s 
representative in Qom Province, Grand 
Ayatollah Ja’far Sobhani, Grand Ayatollah 
Karim Jafar Karimi Jahromi, Grand Ayatollah 
Hossein Nouri Hamedani, and Grand 
Ayatollah Mousa Shobeiri Zanjani.  Page 2

Soccer Football - FIFA World Cup 2026 - Group G - Belgium v Iran - Los Angeles Stadium, Inglewood, California, U.S. - June 21, 2026 Iran players pose 
for a team group photo before the match
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Iran and Oman 
hold first Hormuz 
committee talks as 
sovereignty push 
intensifies

TEHRAN - Iran and Oman convened for 
the inaugural session of their newly formed 
joint committee on the Strait of Hormuz, with 
talks centering on the strategic waterway’s 
long-term administration.

The announcement came Monday from 
Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s deputy foreign 
minister for legal and international affairs, 
who posted on X that the meeting took place 
during his visit to Muscat. Oman was repre-
sented by Abdulaziz al-Hinai, the sultanate’s 
minister of state for foreign affairs.  Page 2

More Lebanese figures 
reject the “framework 
agreement”

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN – Opposition to the Lebanese 
government’s “framework agreement” with 
the Zionist regime continues to grow, as the 
country’s political parties and public figures 
condemn it for legitimizing occupation and 
lacking legal or national legitimacy.

Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri 
has condemned the framework agreement, 
calling it “contradictory and impossible to 
implement.”

“This agreement will not pass, and it will 
not be implemented in its current form,” Ber-
ri said in a statement, adding that it was “an 
agreement of ‘dictates’, not an agreement 
that preserves Lebanon’s rights.”  Page 5

Israel maliciously 
turns Armenian 
grief into diplomatic 
grenade masking 
Gaza atrocities

By Garsha Vazirian

TEHRAN — On June 28, the Israeli cabinet 
executed a maneuver it had fiercely resisted 
for decades.

In a unanimous vote, ministers approved 
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar’s proposal to for-
mally recognize the mass killings of Ottoman 
Armenians during World War I as a “genocide.”

The motion was publicly championed by 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the very 
man who for years had suppressed it in order 
to preserve a lucrative partnership with Tur-
key, a NATO ally that formally recognized the 
regime as early as March 1949. On the sur-
face, the regime tried to present a polished 
performance of historical duty.  Page 5

“Tent of Art” Ashura 
gathering opens in 
Tehran

TEHRAN- The second edition of the 
“Kheimeh Honar” (“Tent of Art”) Ashura gath-
ering commenced at the City Theater complex 
in Tehran on Sunday.

The event opened with a powerful perfor-
mance of traditional percussion instruments 
from Southern Iran by the Avaye Sahel group. 
Hadi Lashkari, a performer of the Dam-
mam, highlighted that these instruments 
are among the most significant symbols of 
mourning music and funeral rites in South-
ern Iran, forming a core part of the regional 
musical identity.

The opening day featured a diverse array 
of performances, including a regional music 
ensemble from Mazandaran under the direc-
tion of Reza Divsalar, and a wind instrument 
orchestra. 

The program also showcased a vocal per-
formance by Iranian musician Seyyed Mohsen 
Hosseini,  Page 8

Iran calls for 
‘Indigenous Persian 
Gulf Security 
Framework’ during 
Iraq visit

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi has reaffirmed Tehran’s readiness 
to engage in dialogue with the Persian Gulf 
littoral states to establish a collective region-
al security mechanism, stressing that any fu-
ture security architecture should be inclusive, 
indigenous, and free from the involvement of 
extra-regional military powers.

Speaking during a meeting with Iraqi Na-
tional Security Adviser Qasim al-Aboudi in 
Baghdad on Sunday, Araghchi said recent re-
gional developments underscore the need for 
all countries in the region to work together 
toward a comprehensive security framework 
encompassing political, economic, and devel-
opment dimensions while excluding foreign 
military interference.  Page 2

NIDC completes 
drilling of 23 oil, gas 
wells in Q1 

TEHRAN- The CEO of the National Iranian 
Drilling Company (NIDC) said: 23 oil and gas 
wells were drilled and completed in the first 
three months of this Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-June 20), through the efforts of 
the drilling crews and the utilization of the 
company’s drilling fleet, in the country’s on-
shore and offshore oil-rich areas.

Morteza Fuladi stated in an interview with 
IRNA: Of these wells, 6 were developmental 
and appraisal wells, and 17 were workover 
wells.

He stated: 19 of the completed wells were 
in the operational area of the National South-
ern Oilfields Company, 1 in the Offshore Oil 
Company, and 3 were drilled and completed 
within the framework of projects and handed 
over to client companies.  Page 4

Charging a fee in 
Hormuz Strait is 
legitimate

By Christoph Hörstel 

BERLIN - The Pakistan-mediated memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) between 
Iran and the U.S. has undergone its real-world 
test. 

The MOU includes 14 points. However, the 
U.S. and Israel (collectively called USrael) are 
not abiding by it.

Point 1 explains: “The United States of 
America and the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
their allies in the current war, by signing this 
MOU,  Page 5
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Starmer’s Iran policy 
left Britain complicit 
in Washington’s wars, 
says British activist

Eliminated on Paper. 
Victorious in Character.

How did the US lay landmines for Iran’s football team inside the 2026 World Cup?

By Hossein Amiri
TEHRAN – The scoreboard says 

Iran’s journey at the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup ended in the group stage. History 
will record three draws against New 
Zealand, Belgium, and Egypt before 
Team Melli narrowly missed a place 
in the knockout rounds. Yet numbers 
alone cannot tell the story of Iran’s 
campaign in North America.

For millions of Iranians, this was never just about football.

It became a tournament where every training session, ev-
ery border crossing, every press conference, and every ninety 
minutes on the pitch carried a weight that few national teams 
have ever been asked to bear. Iran left the World Cup without 
a defeat, but also without the reward many believed its per-
formances deserved.

From the moment qualification was secured months before 
the tournament, uncertainty surrounded Team Melli’s partici-
pation. Questions over visas, travel permissions, and logistical 
arrangements overshadowed football itself. Several members 
of the managerial and support staff reportedly faced visa dif-
ficulties, while the team’s preparations were repeatedly dis-
rupted.

Instead of enjoying the stability 
afforded to most World Cup partic-
ipants, Iran was forced to establish 
its base in Tijuana, Mexico, crossing 
the border into the United States 
before each match and returning 
shortly afterward. Long overnight 
journeys, repeated immigration 
procedures, and an exhausting trav-

el schedule became part of the team’s daily routine during the 
biggest tournament in world football.

Despite those challenges, Iran’s side refused to surrender.

Iran opened its campaign with an entertaining 2-2 draw 
against New Zealand before producing one of its most dis-
ciplined performances against Belgium. The match finished 
goalless, but Team Melli saw a first-half goal rule out after a 
VAR review. Against Egypt in the decisive final group match, 
the drama reached another level. Mehdi Taremi missed an ear-
ly penalty, Iranian efforts struck the woodwork twice, and a 
dramatic stoppage-time winner was eventually ruled out for 
a marginal offside decision after celebrations had already be-
gun. The 1-1 draw ultimately proved insufficient.

The final heartbreak came not in an Iranian stadium, but 
hundreds of miles away.  Page 3



From page 1   Speaking during 
his meeting with Grand Ayatollah 
Shobeiri Zanjani, Pezeshkian an-
nounced that $6 billion of Iran’s 
frozen assets currently held in 
Qatar will be released and trans-
ferred to Iran under recently 
agreed arrangements.

The president said the funds 
represent half of the approxi-
mately $12 billion in Iranian assets 
currently frozen in Qatar, adding 
that negotiations are continuing 
to secure the release of the re-
maining balance.

Pezeshkian described the asset 
transfer as one of the key out-
comes of the recently signed Pa-
kistan-mediated memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between 
Iran and the United States, call-
ing the agreement ‘a significant 
diplomatic achievement.’ He said 
the understanding also includes 
the lifting of sanctions targeting 
Iran’s oil and petrochemical sec-
tors.

The president praised the Ira-
nian people for ‘their resilience in 
the face of external pressure and 
recent military aggression,’ say-
ing national unity had prevented 
Iran’s adversaries from achieving 
their objectives despite the loss 
of senior officials, military com-
manders, prominent figures, and 
students during the conflict.

He accused the United States 
and Israel of attempting to 
weaken Iran through economic 
pressure and attacks on critical 
infrastructure—including gas 
production facilities, steel plants, 
petrochemical complexes, and the 
country’s oil exports—but said 
those efforts had failed because 
of public solidarity and coordinat-

ed action by the government and 
the armed forces.

Reaffirming Tehran’s long-
standing position on its nuclear 
program, Pezeshkian said Iran re-
mains committed to the peaceful 
development of nuclear technolo-
gy within its declared policies and 
reiterated that the country is not 
seeking nuclear weapons.

The president also said the 
government is simultaneously 
pursuing post-war reconstruc-
tion while expanding social wel-
fare measures.

Throughout his meetings with 
the grand ayatollahs, Pezesh-
kian briefed them on the latest 
developments in the country’s 
governance, the government’s 
economic and reconstruction 
programs, diplomatic efforts, 
and the overall state of national 
affairs, while exchanging views 
on issues of public interest and 
receiving their guidance and rec-
ommendations.
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From page 1   Describing the recent US and 
Israeli military aggression against Iran as a 
‘threat targeting the entire region,’ the Irani-
an foreign minister said Tehran had adopted 
a responsible diplomatic approach to end the 
conflict despite ‘repeated US violations of its 
commitments and breaches of the Islamabad 
memorandum of understanding.’ He empha-
sized that lasting peace and stability can only 
be achieved through a consensus-based re-
gional mechanism built on cooperation among 
neighboring states.

Al-Aboudi, for his part, praised the long-
standing relations between the two neigh-
boring Muslim countries and described Iran’s 
support for Iraq—particularly during the cam-
paign against the Daesh terrorist group—as 
unforgettable. The two officials also reviewed 
bilateral cooperation on border security and 

discussed the full implementation of the Iran-
Iraq security agreement to combat terrorism 
and strengthen shared security.

Araghchi arrived in Baghdad early Sunday 
for an official visit to hold talks with senior 
Iraqi officials on bilateral relations, regional 
and international developments. During his 
visit, he met with Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad 

Hussein, Prime Minister Ali Faleh al-Zaidi, and 
National Security Adviser Qasim al-Aboudi, 
with discussions focusing on expanding polit-
ical, economic, security, trade, and cultural co-
operation, enhancing coordination on regional 
issues, and promoting joint efforts to preserve 
regional peace and stability.

In a separate meeting with Prime Minister 
al-Zaidi, the Iraqi premier reaffirmed his gov-
ernment’s determination to broaden relations 
with Iran across all sectors, describing the ties 
between the two neighboring countries as 
deep-rooted and strategic. Araghchi, mean-
while, reiterated Tehran’s commitment to fur-
ther strengthening bilateral cooperation and 
emphasized the importance of continued co-
ordination between the two countries in sup-
port of regional security and the fight against 
terrorism.

From page 1   According to 
Gharibabadi, the two delegations 
examined both pressing matters 
related to the strait and its broad-
er governance framework going 
forward.

Iran moved to close the passage 
to adversaries and their affiliates 
after the latest wave of unpro-
voked U.S.-Israeli aggression 
against the Islamic Republic. The 
country subsequently imposed 
tighter navigational controls fol-
lowing President Donald Trump’s 

announcement of a continued 
naval blockade of Iranian vessels 
and ports—a measure that was 
deemed illegal and in violation of 
the ceasefire terms brokered on 
April 7.

A memorandum of under-
standing, mediated by Pakistan, 
was recently signed between Teh-
ran and Washington in an effort 
to resolve the cycle of hostilities. 
Its fifth clause explicitly affirms 
Iran’s sovereignty over the strate-
gic chokepoint.

Since the onset of the aggres-
sion, Iran and Oman have engaged 
in discussions on the strait’s fu-
ture administration, rooted in the 
littoral states’ sovereign preroga-
tives.

“During the meeting, in addition 
to reviewing current issues con-
cerning the Strait, we exchanged 
views on its future management 
within the framework of the fifth 
clause of the Islamabad mem-
orandum of understanding and 
the sovereign rights of the littoral 

states,” Gharibabadi stated.

The session follows a joint 
statement issued on June 22 after 
a visit to Muscat by Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qal-
ibaf and Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi. In that declaration, 
Oman and Iran jointly under-
scored that any arrangements 
pertaining to the Strait of Hormuz 
must fully uphold the sovereign-
ty and sovereign entitlements of 
both coastal nations.

TEHRAN - Iran’s deputy foreign 
minister on Monday dismissed reports 
that technical working groups with 
Washington would convene this week 
in Doha, accusing the United States 
of violating key articles of the Islam-
abad Memorandum of Understand-
ing during two days of skirmishes in 
the Strait of Hormuz—violations that 
were met with a decisive Iranian re-
sponse.

Kazem Gharibabadi told report-
ers that “holding technical meetings 
of the working groups has not been 
scheduled for this week,” contradict-
ing a Truth Social post by U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump claiming talks 
were set for Tuesday. “The first round 
of technical talks will be held once 

conditions are met and after agree-
ment is reached on the date and ven-
ue,” he said.

Gharibabadi’s statement came after 
a Saturday-Sunday confrontation in 
which Islamic Revolution Guard Corps 
(IRGC) naval forces repelled a U.S. at-
tempt to open an unauthorized ship-
ping corridor inside the strait. Under 
Article 5 of the MoU signed in mid June, 
ships are only allowed to pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz under Iranian ar-
rangements. Iran fired warning shots 
at violating vessels during the week-
end and appears to have now disman-
tled the unauthorized route. Following 
the Iranian shots, the U.S. attacked 
targets in Iran’s southern territory, 
another violation of the MoU, to which 

Iran responded with heavy attacks on 
U.S. military installations in Bahrain 
and Kuwait.

“Consultations with Qatar are con-
tinuing, including efforts to follow up 
on the implementation of the oppo-
site side’s commitments,” Gharibabadi 
said, linking the delay in technical talks 
directly to Washington’s bad-faith im-
plementation of the agreement.

The MoU, brokered by Pakistan, 
launched a 60-day negotiating clock 
during the first round of four-way 
talks in Switzerland on June 21, where 
the Iranian delegation, led by Parlia-
ment Speaker Qalibaf and Foreign 
Minister Araghchi, pressed for full im-
plementation.

By Haj Habib Ahmadzadeh
TEHRAN– Without a doubt, this is 

the first time in history that a coun-
try has hosted the World Cup while 
simultaneously attacking another na-
tion—a nation, as it happens, that is a 
guest in that very tournament.

What makes this situation even more 
surreal is that the host country barred 
several members of the visiting team 
from entry. Consequently, the Iranian 
football team was forced to set up their 
training camp in neighboring Mexico, 
only being granted entry into the Unit-
ed States—strictly to travel to stadiums 
in Los Angeles or Seattle—mere hours 
before each match. Furthermore, upon 
their departure, they were subjected to 
repeated fingerprinting at the airport. 
Yet, despite these restrictions and the 
psychological warfare, the Iranian na-
tional team remained on the verge of 
qualifying with three draws and zero 

losses, only to be eliminated due to 
sheer misfortune.

Donald Trump, having failed to se-
cure a Nobel Peace Prize despite all his 
maneuvering, had consoled himself 
by accepting this hollow, fabricated 
peace trophy from the FIFA president. 
Throughout this ongoing conflict with 
Iran, Trump had officially claimed more 
than five times that the Iranian govern-
ment had surrendered and collapsed.

However, during this very World 
Cup, Trump was forced to watch, on 
three separate occasions, as the Irani-
an flag was unfurled across half of the 
stadium pitch, right before the eyes 
of the world. Three times, the Iranian 
national anthem was played at max-
imum volume in his own stadiums, 
compelling every spectator present 
to stand in respect, while billions of 
people outside U.S. borders listened 
via their television sets in every foot-

ball-loving home across the globe. 
Through a simple appearance on the 
pitch, the exact opposite of everything 
Trump had claimed was unintention-
ally proven: he had achieved none of 
his objectives in his war against Iran.

There is a proverb in the Middle East 
that can be simply translated into English:

“An enemy’s conspiracy can become 
a blessing in disguise.”

Throughout his life, Trump has nev-
er truly understood the resilient peo-
ple of Iran—how they come together 
in difficult situations and guard their 
country like a football goalkeeper.

And finally, a piece of advice for the 
greater good of all people worldwide: 
Perhaps it would not be a bad idea to 
add a rigorous intelligence and child-
hood trauma assessment to the re-
quirements for all candidates in future 
U.S. presidential elections.

Iran calls for ‘Indigenous Persian Gulf Security Framework’ during Iraq visit

Iran and Oman hold first Hormuz committee talks as sovereignty push intensifies

Tehran demands US adherence to MoU before any technical discussions begin

Iran’s Trojan Horse in US: Team Melli’s presence in WC

Pezeshkian meets grand ayatollahs in Qom

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in yesterday’s Iranian newspapers.

Shargh interviewed Mohsen Pak-Ayeen, 
a foreign policy analyst, about the fragility 
of the memorandum of understanding be-
tween Iran and the United States. In his view, 
although the signing of the memorandum 
of understanding between the presidents 
of Iran and the United States — along with 
the first round of talks in Switzerland — had 
raised hopes for a new chapter in bilater-
al relations and a sustainable agreement 
to reduce regional tensions, the events of 
Friday night, Saturday, and Sunday, and the 
exchange of attacks between the two sides 
once again exposed how fragile the situa-
tion remains. These developments showed 
that the path of diplomacy still faces serious 
obstacles, and no agreement can guarantee 
peace and stability unless it is backed by 
practical commitment and genuine politi-
cal will. Meanwhile, developments in Leb-
anon — especially the agreement between 
its government and Israel and the disputes 
over the future of Hezbollah and disarma-
ment — have added to the complexity of the 
regional equation. If the United States truly 
wants to implement the understanding with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, it must begin 
by carrying out the provisions of the first 
clause with utmost precision, seriousness, 
and responsibility.

Jam-e-Jam: Trump lost in America too

Jam-e-Jam analyzed the latest CBS poll 
and wrote that the new data not only reflects 
widespread doubt about the effectiveness of 
current U.S. policies, but also shows that the 
public’s desire to end the conflict outweighs 
all other priorities. Between 68% and 79% 
of Americans believe goals such as stopping 
“Iran’s nuclear program” or “changing Iran’s 
political behavior and structure” are practi-
cally unattainable. This finding is a warning 
sign for Trump’s team, which has consis-
tently emphasized achieving a better deal 
or forcing Iran to yield. The CBS poll pres-
ents not only a picture of a war-weary public 
but also a clear warning to US officials that 
maintaining the legitimacy of their policies 
requires a fundamental reconsideration of 
Iran-focused fear narratives and a shift to-
ward realistic diplomacy.

Donya-e-Eqtesad: Power struggle over 
MOU

Donya-e-Eqtesad pointed to ongoing ten-
sions between Iran and the US despite the 
ceasefire and the signed memorandum of 
understanding (MOU). It wrote that although 
a ceasefire is in place and the 60-day negoti-
ation period has begun, tensions persist. From 
verbal clashes and recent nighttime confron-
tations in the Strait of Hormuz to Israel’s in-
termittent attacks on southern Lebanon, the 
situation suggests that both sides — rather 
than abandoning the memorandum of un-
derstanding or returning to war — intend to 
engage in a show of force over narrative con-
trol, bargaining leverage, and asserting sover-
eignty before any final agreement is reached. 
According to Andrea Dessì, professor at the 
American University of Rome, both sides are 
eager to demonstrate that control or com-
mand of the Strait lies in their hands. Never-
theless, Iran and the United States ultimately 
have no choice but to reach some form of dip-
lomatic settlement.

Hamshahri: Why a lasting Iran–US recon-
ciliation is impossible

Hamshahri interviewed Saeed Leylaz, a po-
litical and economic analyst, about the impos-
sibility of long-term reconciliation between 
Iran and the United States. Leylaz argues that 
from a geopolitical perspective, such reconcil-
iation is unlikely and unachievable. The reason, 
he says, is that the United States is an imperial 
power and cannot tolerate the existence of an 
independent actor in the global arena. From 
the beginning of the recent memorandum 
of understanding, both Iran and the US ex-
pressed objections, and Washington repeat-
edly violated it, including recent developments 
in Lebanon, which he says aim to uproot Shi-
ism in the region. Multiple complex obstacles 
stand in the way of any permanent settlement 
with the US. In the short term, one should 
not expect strategic problems with America 
to be resolved. Under current conditions, any 
agreement with the US is temporary, creating 
an opportunity for Iran’s political system to 
strengthen its military capacity, stabilize the 
economy, and improve state–society relations.

Invalid agreement

TEHRAN - In a landmark announcement 
during the 47th session of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee on Friday, in Paris, the 
Prehistoric Sites of the Khorramabad Valley 
were officially inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. 

This marks a historic first for Iran -- the 
first time a cluster of sites primarily repre-
senting the Paleolithic period has received 
this prestigious recognition -- and a trans-
formative moment for the global archaeolog-
ical community.

Dr. Ata Hassanpour, Director General of Lo-
restan Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts, emphasized the significance of the 
nomination. He explained to Tehran Times 
that “the dossier was prepared by a multi-
disciplinary team of archaeologists, tourism 
experts, and heritage professionals from key 
institutions including the Iranian Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, the Office for the Inscrip-
tion, Preservation and Revitalization of In-
tangible and Natural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts (IMCHTH), the Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts Office (CHTH) of Lo-
restan, Shahid Beheshti University, and the 
National Museum of Iran.”

He added: “Situated in the heart of the 
western Zagros Mountains, the Khorram-
abad Valley has long served as a cultural and 
ecological corridor linking Mesopotamia, the 
Iranian Plateau, and Central Asia. Its dramatic 
karstic landscape is home to caves, rock shel-
ters, and archaeological sites that preserve 
a continuous sequence of human occupation 
spanning more than 60,000 years, from the 
Paleolithic through the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, 
and Bronze Age.”

Dr. Jebrael Nokandeh, General Director of 
the National Museum of Iran, welcomed the 
UNESCO inscription and underscored the 
museum’s active role in the nomination pro-
cess: “The National Museum of Iran takes 
great pride in contributing to this historic 
achievement, particularly in the preparation 
of the UNESCO nomination dossier for these 
remarkable prehistoric sites.” He noted that in 
2024, the museum selected key artifacts from 
Yafteh Cave, Kunji Cave, Gar Arjeneh, Ghamari 
Cave, and Tappeh Abdol Hossain to support 
the creation of a new Prehistoric Gallery and 
the redesign of the Historical Gallery at the 

Lorestan Archaeology 
Museum. 

The exhibition, in-
augurated in Sep-
tember 2024 in the 
presence of the ICO-
MOS evaluator, Dr. 
Hatice Pamir, high-
lights cultural tran-
sitions across thou-
sands of years in 

the Khorramabad Valley. Dr. Nokandeh also 
emphasized that archaeologists from the 
museum’s Paleolithic Department played a 
direct role in the scientific documentation of 
the caves for the nomination. He concluded: 
“With this inscription, the Khorramabad Val-
ley stands as a globally recognized reference 
point for the preservation and interpretation 
of Iran’s Paleolithic heritage and the wider 
prehistoric landscape of the Zagros.”

Professor John D. Speth, Emeritus Profes-
sor of Anthropology and Curator Emeritus 
at the University of Michigan, who excavated 
Kunji Cave in 1969, stated to Tehran Times:

“The addition of Iran’s Khorramabad Val-
ley Paleolithic Cave sites to UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List is truly wonderful news and sig-
nificant recognition of their importance for 
understanding the origins and global spread 
of anatomically and behaviorally modern 
humans. Archaeological, fossil, and genetic 
evidence converge to indicate our species—
modern humans or Homo sapiens—first 
emerged in sub-Saharan Africa ca. 300,000 
years ago, spreading into Asia and Europe 
after about 65,000 years ago. Well-watered 
regions like the Levant, Anatolia, and the re-
source-rich highlands of Khorramabad Valley 
became critical homelands for these arrivals. 
As our ancestors expanded into Eurasia, they 
encountered, interbred with, perhaps fought, 
and ultimately replaced Eurasia’s native in-
habitants—Neanderthals, Denisovans, and 
other ‘archaic’ populations. This period of 
encounter and interaction is among the most 
pivotal in human history. One of the most pre-
cious records of these foundational events 
is spectacularly preserved in Khorramabad’s 
caves.” 

He added warmly, “I am deeply honored 
that our 1971 work at Kunji Cave—document-
ing its rich Middle Paleolithic layers alongside 
later Chalcolithic and Bronze Age burials—
contributed to this dossier. To see it recog-
nized as a component of Iran’s first Paleolith-

ic World Heritage Site fills me with profound 
pride. This milestone also rekindles cherished 
memories of Khorramabad’s majestic valleys 
and the enduring kindness and hospitality of 
the Lur people who welcomed us half a cen-
tury ago.”

Dr. Fereidoun Biglari, Head of the Paleolithic 
Department at the National Museum of Iran, 
who contributed to the UNESCO nomination 
and led recent excavations at Ghamari Cave, 
one of the key sites in the Khorramabad Val-
ley, underscored the scientific value of the 
newly inscribed sites: “All five caves and rock 
shelters display strong evidence of Middle 
Paleolithic occupation, offering crucial data 
on Neanderthal lifeways, including their ma-
terial culture, subsistence strategies, and 
potential interactions with early Homo sapi-
ens, who entered the Zagros region around 
45,000 years ago. These sites are central to 
understanding one of the most pivotal chap-
ters in human evolutionary history.”

As Dr. Mohammad Hassan Talebian, Tech-
nical and Scientific Supervisor of the dossier, 
stated: “The inscription not only celebrates 
Iran’s rich prehistoric legacy, but also reaf-
firms its growing leadership in archaeolog-
ical research and heritage protection. It sig-
nals a commitment to safeguarding sites of 
global significance and sharing their stories 
with the world — now and for generations 
to come.” He concluded, “The Khorramabad 
Valley stands as a global reference point for 
early human history, offering a model for the 
preservation and interpretation of prehistoric 
cultural landscapes.”

Among the valley’s most significant sites 
is Yafteh Cave, revealing some of the re-
gion’s earliest evidence of symbolic behavior 
by Homo sapiens. Equally notable, Ghamari 
Cave preserves remains from Neanderthal 
occupation followed by Chalcolithic pastoral 
communities, offering critical data on shift-
ing human populations and evolving cultures 
in Southwest Asia. 

TEHRAN - Iran’s tourism minister, Seyyed 
Reza Salehi-Amiri, paid a visit to the Great Wall 
of Gorgan on Thursday, where he inaugurated 
construction on the site’s first official visitor 
information center, which is regarded as a key 
milestone toward the wall’s eventual nomina-
tion for UNESCO World Heritage status.

Located in the village of Qaleh-Jiq-e Bozorg 
in Golestan province, the new center aims to 
promote historical awareness, support cul-
tural tourism, and lay the groundwork for in-
ternational recognition of this ancient Sasani-
an-era marvel.

“The Great Wall of Gorgan is not only a phys-
ical monument but a living testimony to the 
ingenuity and civilizational depth of the Irani-
an people,” Salehi-Amiri said during the visit. 
“This initiative reflects our strategic commit-
ment to preserve and elevate our heritage, 
while making it accessible to both domestic 
and international audiences.”

The visitor center, spanning a 
900-square-meter piece of land with a 
332-square-meter structure, is being con-
structed with inspiration from Sasanian mil-
itary architecture. It is designed to integrate 
research, conservation, education, and tour-
ism services. 

Planned features include film and lecture 
halls, archaeology exhibits, photo and doc-
ument galleries, handicraft stalls, cultur-
al product shops, as well as prayer and tea 
rooms, offering visitors a rich experience of 
the site.

Accompanying the minister on the visit 
were Golestan Governor-General Ali-Asghar 
Tahmasebi, parliamentary representative Ab-
doljallal Eiri, and provincial heritage chief Fe-
reydoun Fa’ali, along with other local officials.

The Great Wall of Gorgan, also known as the 
“Red Snake” due to its distinctive red bricks, 

stretches nearly 200 kilometers across 
northeastern Iran from the Caspian Sea to the 
Pishkamar Mountains. Constructed during the 
Sasanian Empire, it is the second-longest con-
tinuous defense wall in the world after China’s 
Great Wall, and an unparalleled example of 
ancient Iranian engineering.

Archaeologists believe the wall served as 
a strategic defense line against northern in-
cursions, likely by nomadic groups such as the 
White Huns, while safeguarding a key corridor 
of the Silk Road. With over 30 forts spaced at 
regular intervals, supported by an intricate 
water management system, it represents one 
of the most complex and ambitious frontier 
fortifications of its time.

“The wall is a vital link in the broader story 
of the Silk Road and an architectural achieve-
ment that underscores Iran’s role as a bridge 
between civilizations,” the minister added.

In recent years, Iran’s Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage has prioritized archaeological re-
search, emergency restoration, digital doc-
umentation, and community engagement to 
prepare the site for global recognition. The 
launch of the visitor center in Qaleh-Jiq-e 
Bozorg is expected to mark a pivotal step in 
these efforts.

“This project helps transform a once-over-
looked monument into a hub of cultural ex-
change and national pride,” Salehi-Amiri con-
cluded.

Also known as the Gorgan Wall, this mas-
sive fortification is believed to have been built 
in the 5th or 6th century CE. It includes a so-
phisticated array of mudbrick and fired-brick 
constructions, forts, and water canals. It is 
one of the most important surviving military 
structures of the ancient world and stands as 
a testament to the engineering prowess of the 
Sasanian Empire.

Tourism minister visits Great Wall of 
Gorgan in northern Iran 

6 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

JULY 12, 2025

TOURISM
TEHRAN TIMES

Milestone recognition marks Iran’s 
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21/4/1404تاریخ                                                   7789/04/55شماره نامه
AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

The Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of 
the Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 3×50000±5% MTS 
of Granular Triple Super Phosphate through one step international tender.

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from 
Wednesday dated 9/7/2025 until Tuesday dated 15/7/2025 (5 working days) from our purchasing 
committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of IRI.
Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. 
IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through 
payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30-character identification code of 
339039782263500650000000000008

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on 
Saturday dated 16/8/2025 (During official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th

floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Sunday dated 17/8/2025
at 14:00 with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 
1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).

1- The bid bond value should be at € 568004 or in equal value of that in any other foreign 
currencies, except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential 
commodities on CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 30/6/2025 for each lot of 50000
MTS ± 5% in bank guarantee.

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid 
bond for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% will be IRR 189,243,589,281 which must be only 
submitted by the bidders.

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous 
and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and http://iets.mporg.ir or contact 
us by phone no. 00982188776325. 
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TEHRAN — Iran exported nearly 
9.0 billion cubic meters of natural 
gas in 2024, maintaining a steady 
presence in regional energy mar-
kets despite shifting global dy-
namics and a competitive export 
landscape, the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) said.

According to OPEC’s latest fig-
ures, Iran shipped 8.967 billion 
cubic meters of gas last year, with 
Turkey remaining its key custom-
er. While the volume reflects a 
30 percent year-on-year decline 
from 2023’s 12.927 billion cubic 
meters, Iran’s continued role as a 
supplier highlights the country’s 
resilience amid broader market 
changes.

Elsewhere, global gas flows 
saw significant realignments. 
Russia, formerly the world’s top 
gas exporter, ranked third in 2024 
with 159 billion cubic meters—
down 34 percent compared to 

2021, the year before its war with 
Ukraine.

The United States, meanwhile, 
boosted its natural gas exports 
by 16 percent since 2021, reaching 
218 billion cubic meters in 2024. 
Qatar followed with 162 billion 
cubic meters, marking a 1 billion 
cubic meter increase from the 
year before and securing its po-
sition as the world’s second-larg-
est exporter.

Iran’s export performance 
comes as the country continues 
to strengthen energy cooperation 
with neighbors and position itself 
for a larger role in future regional 
gas trade.

Iran’s gas diplomacy remains 
vibrant. Under a March 2024 
agreement, the country pledged 
to export some 50 mcm per day 
to Iraq—totaling around $6.0 bil-
lion annually 

Alongside steady gas exports 
to Turkey, this cements Iran’s role 
as a keystone regional energy 
partner. Officials further empha-
sized that Tehran’s energy ties 
remain strictly commercial and 
reliable, not subject to political 
fluctuations.

Iran has also explored broad-
er export horizons: plans for a 
pipeline to Oman propose annual 
exports of 28 bcm over 15 years, 
while the Turkmenistan transit 
deal boosts Iran’s role as a vital 
cross Caspian energy corridor 

With sustained production 
around 245 bcm and significant 
capacity tied to South Pars, Iran 
is well-positioned to both meet 
soaring domestic and export de-
mand. National projections even 
suggest gas production rising to-
ward the equivalent of 5.4 million 
barrels per day by 2024—sup-
ported by IMF-backed estimates.

TEHRAN — Iran will offer 30 mining invest-
ment packages worth a combined 180 trillion 
rials (approximately $360 million) to the pri-
vate sector by the end of the current Iranian 
year (late March 2026), a senior official said 
on Monday.

Mohammad Aghajani, head of the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development 
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), said 
the initiative includes the transfer of 270 ex-
ploration licenses grouped into investment 
blocks of 10 to 15 permits each.

Speaking to IRNA, Aghajani explained that 
a new framework for private sector par-
ticipation in mineral exploration has been 
established under Article 48 of the Seventh 
National Development Plan. It mandates the 
Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade to fa-
cilitate technical and financial partnerships 
with the private sector in promising explora-

tion zones.

The proposed investment structure allo-
cates a 60 percent stake to private compa-
nies and 40 percent to the government, a 
model designed to reduce the financial risk 
for auction winners in the high-cost explora-
tion sector.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $510 million to Afghanistan 
during the first quarter of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-June 21), according 
to the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said that Afghanistan was 
Iran’s fifth top non-oil export destination in 
the mentioned three-month period.

In early May, Payam Baqeri, deputy head of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), said that 
strengthening economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan will contribute to 
regional stability and create a framework for 
sustainable partnerships.

He made the comments at a conference 
on Iran-Afghanistan trade opportunities, 
emphasizing the Chamber’s commitment to 

laying the ground-
work for enduring 
commercial ties 
between the two 
neighboring coun-
tries.

“Iran and Afghan-
istan can build a 
win-win partner-
ship by leveraging 

their respective resources and capabilities,” 
Baqeri said. “Iran’s advanced industrial infra-
structure and access to global markets, com-
bined with Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fer-
tile land, and young labor force, make them 
natural economic partners.”

Baqeri highlighted the shared linguistic, 
cultural, and historical bonds between the 
two countries, describing them as a strong 
foundation for economic growth, trade ex-
pansion, and durable relations. He added that 
expanding bilateral trade would support sta-
bility in the region and benefit future gener-
ations.

“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is 
positive and promising,” he said, noting that 
official data indicates a significant increase 
in trade volume between the two countries 
in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the 
Chamber’s role as a proactive facilitator of 
trade relations and strategic partnerships. 
He said the Chamber is committed to resolv-
ing trade barriers through dialogue with gov-
ernments and enhancing commercial inter-
action by expanding business networks and 
holding joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of 
joint ventures across various economic sec-

tors and said the Chamber was working with 
educational institutions to help train a skilled 
workforce in both countries.

“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-look-
ing perspective, is ready to participate in 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, mining, agri-
culture, energy, and engineering projects,” 
Baqeri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to 
serve as a model for regional cooperation: “A 
partnership grounded in shared history and a 
vision for a better future can become a last-
ing and constructive alliance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Tal-
iban-led government on April 30, Iranian 
Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh said Iran is ready to export technical 
and engineering services in agriculture to 
Afghanistan.

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy 
agriculture minister in the meeting that the 
necessary infrastructure and capacity exist 
to transfer agricultural expertise and know-
how to Afghan professionals. He noted that 
Iran and Afghanistan share deep-rooted cul-
tural and historical ties and continue to seek 
closer cooperation in various fields.

TEHRAN — A member of Iran’s parliamentary Energy 
Committee has praised oil and gas sector workers for their 
round-the-clock efforts to safeguard key energy infra-
structure and maintain uninterrupted production during 
the recent 12-day conflict, describing them as being on the 
“front lines” of the country’s economic resilience.

Seyed Esmaeil Hosseini said the performance of engi-
neers, managers, and technical staff in the oil, gas, petro-
chemical, water, and power sectors highlighted their vital 
role in maintaining energy security and protecting the in-
dependence of the national economy.

“Through faith and national commitment, these pro-
fessionals once again proved they are among the most 
valuable assets of the Islamic Republic,” Hosseini said, 
according to state broadcaster IRIB. “Their unwavering 
dedication ensured the continuity of energy production 
amid threats and conflict — a clear testament to their 
deep-rooted sense of duty to the country.”

Hosseini extended his appreciation to the ministers of 
oil and energy, along with the heads of affiliated compa-

nies, for their leadership and sacrifices during the conflict. 
He emphasized that defending and maintaining vital in-
frastructure under wartime conditions revealed the sec-
tor’s critical importance to national stability.

Given Iran’s geopolitical exposure, Hosseini urged the 
Oil and Energy Ministries to sustain a high level of read-
iness in anticipation, prevention, response, and rapid re-
construction of infrastructure to minimize the country’s 
energy vulnerability.

“The enemy will not hesitate to strike whenever it per-
ceives weakness,” he said. “It is vital that these ministries 
uphold maximum preparedness in safeguarding national 
energy infrastructure.”

Hosseini concluded by expressing hope that Iran’s ener-
gy sector — long considered a driving force of the national 
economy — will continue to thrive as a symbol of national 
pride and power. “I pray for the health and success of all 
those working in this vital sector, whose efforts fuel our 
progress and elevate our sovereignty,” he said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
rose 19,863 points to 2.709 million 
on Monday, which is the third day of 
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important 
one. The other three ones are Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of the Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEO) has said 
that the capital market’s share in the 
national financing system is going to 
increase to 50 percent over the next 

five years, positioning it as a key en-
gine of economic activity, employ-
ment, and industrial growth.

Hojatollah Seyedi said the orga-
nization’s 14th development plan 
includes targeted measures to stim-
ulate production, starting with fiscal 
incentives embedded in the national 
budget.

He outlined two additional pil-
lars of the government’s production 
strategy: implementation of the Law 
on Supporting Production and a five-
part economic development plan 
currently being drafted by the Plan-
ning and Budget Organization (PBO).

Seyedi said new investment funds 

have been created within the cap-
ital market to support production, 
including Murabaha bonds aimed at 
financing small- and medium-sized 
enterprises.

He said the Securities and Ex-
change Organization is targeting a 
“50-50” financing model, balanc-
ing bank loans and capital market 
resources, over a four- to five-year 
horizon. “Initial public offerings in 
project-based companies have al-
ready begun, and infrastructure for 
Murabaha bond issuance is in place,” 
he said, noting a surge in applica-
tions from producers seeking bond 
issuance licenses.

TEHRAN — Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) is rolling out a revamped 
stabilization package aimed at improving 
liquidity and investor confidence following 
recent market volatility, the Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE) chief said on Monday.

Mahamoud Goudarzi, head of the TSE, said 
a series of coordination meetings between 
regulators, stakeholders, and capital market 
institutions have paved the way for a gradual 
market recovery. The updated plan includes 
continued direct support for listed stocks, 
enhanced fund and portfolio management, 

the use of derivatives such as put options 
and futures, and regulatory reforms.

“This package is part of our efforts to shift 
the market from volatility toward a phase of 
equilibrium and ultimately growth,” Goudarzi 
told IRNA, adding that in recent sessions, the 
market showed signs of stabilization after a 
turbulent 12-day period marked by geopolit-
ical tensions.

Goudarzi explained that the market’s pri-
orities have evolved from asset protection 
during the crisis to enhancing liquidity last 
week, and now to reinforcing price stability.
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TEDPIX gains 19,800 points on Monday

SEO unveils new stabilization  
package amid market recovery
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AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

The Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of 
the Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 3×50000±5% MTS 
of Granular Triple Super Phosphate through one step international tender. 

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from 
Wednesday dated 9/7/2025 until Tuesday dated 15/7/2025 (5 working days) from our purchasing 
committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of IRI.
Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. 
IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through 
payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30-character identification code of 
339039782263500650000000000008 

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on 
Saturday dated 16/8/2025 (During official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th

floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Sunday dated 17/8/2025
at 14:00 with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 
1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 

1- The bid bond value should be at € 568004 or in equal value of that in any other foreign 
currencies, except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential 
commodities on CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 30/6/2025 for each lot of 50000 
MTS ± 5% in bank guarantee. 

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid 
bond for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% will be IRR 189,243,589,281 which must be only 
submitted by the bidders. 

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous 
and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and http://iets.mporg.ir or contact 
us by phone no. 00982188776325. 
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TEHRAN — Iran exported nearly 
9.0 billion cubic meters of natural 
gas in 2024, maintaining a steady 
presence in regional energy mar-
kets despite shifting global dy-
namics and a competitive export 
landscape, the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) said.

According to OPEC’s latest fig-
ures, Iran shipped 8.967 billion 
cubic meters of gas last year, with 
Turkey remaining its key custom-
er. While the volume reflects a 
30 percent year-on-year decline 
from 2023’s 12.927 billion cubic 
meters, Iran’s continued role as a 
supplier highlights the country’s 
resilience amid broader market 
changes.

Elsewhere, global gas flows 
saw significant realignments. 
Russia, formerly the world’s top 
gas exporter, ranked third in 2024 
with 159 billion cubic meters—
down 34 percent compared to 

2021, the year before its war with 
Ukraine.

The United States, meanwhile, 
boosted its natural gas exports 
by 16 percent since 2021, reaching 
218 billion cubic meters in 2024. 
Qatar followed with 162 billion 
cubic meters, marking a 1 billion 
cubic meter increase from the 
year before and securing its po-
sition as the world’s second-larg-
est exporter.

Iran’s export performance 
comes as the country continues 
to strengthen energy cooperation 
with neighbors and position itself 
for a larger role in future regional 
gas trade.

Iran’s gas diplomacy remains 
vibrant. Under a March 2024 
agreement, the country pledged 
to export some 50 mcm per day 
to Iraq—totaling around $6.0 bil-
lion annually 

Alongside steady gas exports 
to Turkey, this cements Iran’s role 
as a keystone regional energy 
partner. Officials further empha-
sized that Tehran’s energy ties 
remain strictly commercial and 
reliable, not subject to political 
fluctuations.

Iran has also explored broad-
er export horizons: plans for a 
pipeline to Oman propose annual 
exports of 28 bcm over 15 years, 
while the Turkmenistan transit 
deal boosts Iran’s role as a vital 
cross Caspian energy corridor 

With sustained production 
around 245 bcm and significant 
capacity tied to South Pars, Iran 
is well-positioned to both meet 
soaring domestic and export de-
mand. National projections even 
suggest gas production rising to-
ward the equivalent of 5.4 million 
barrels per day by 2024—sup-
ported by IMF-backed estimates.

TEHRAN — Iran will offer 30 mining invest-
ment packages worth a combined 180 trillion 
rials (approximately $360 million) to the pri-
vate sector by the end of the current Iranian 
year (late March 2026), a senior official said 
on Monday.

Mohammad Aghajani, head of the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development 
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), said 
the initiative includes the transfer of 270 ex-
ploration licenses grouped into investment 
blocks of 10 to 15 permits each.

Speaking to IRNA, Aghajani explained that 
a new framework for private sector par-
ticipation in mineral exploration has been 
established under Article 48 of the Seventh 
National Development Plan. It mandates the 
Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade to fa-
cilitate technical and financial partnerships 
with the private sector in promising explora-

tion zones.

The proposed investment structure allo-
cates a 60 percent stake to private compa-
nies and 40 percent to the government, a 
model designed to reduce the financial risk 
for auction winners in the high-cost explora-
tion sector.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $510 million to Afghanistan 
during the first quarter of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-June 21), according 
to the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said that Afghanistan was 
Iran’s fifth top non-oil export destination in 
the mentioned three-month period.

In early May, Payam Baqeri, deputy head of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), said that 
strengthening economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan will contribute to 
regional stability and create a framework for 
sustainable partnerships.

He made the comments at a conference 
on Iran-Afghanistan trade opportunities, 
emphasizing the Chamber’s commitment to 

laying the ground-
work for enduring 
commercial ties 
between the two 
neighboring coun-
tries.

“Iran and Afghan-
istan can build a 
win-win partner-
ship by leveraging 

their respective resources and capabilities,” 
Baqeri said. “Iran’s advanced industrial infra-
structure and access to global markets, com-
bined with Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fer-
tile land, and young labor force, make them 
natural economic partners.”

Baqeri highlighted the shared linguistic, 
cultural, and historical bonds between the 
two countries, describing them as a strong 
foundation for economic growth, trade ex-
pansion, and durable relations. He added that 
expanding bilateral trade would support sta-
bility in the region and benefit future gener-
ations.

“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is 
positive and promising,” he said, noting that 
official data indicates a significant increase 
in trade volume between the two countries 
in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the 
Chamber’s role as a proactive facilitator of 
trade relations and strategic partnerships. 
He said the Chamber is committed to resolv-
ing trade barriers through dialogue with gov-
ernments and enhancing commercial inter-
action by expanding business networks and 
holding joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of 
joint ventures across various economic sec-

tors and said the Chamber was working with 
educational institutions to help train a skilled 
workforce in both countries.

“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-look-
ing perspective, is ready to participate in 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, mining, agri-
culture, energy, and engineering projects,” 
Baqeri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to 
serve as a model for regional cooperation: “A 
partnership grounded in shared history and a 
vision for a better future can become a last-
ing and constructive alliance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Tal-
iban-led government on April 30, Iranian 
Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh said Iran is ready to export technical 
and engineering services in agriculture to 
Afghanistan.

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy 
agriculture minister in the meeting that the 
necessary infrastructure and capacity exist 
to transfer agricultural expertise and know-
how to Afghan professionals. He noted that 
Iran and Afghanistan share deep-rooted cul-
tural and historical ties and continue to seek 
closer cooperation in various fields.

TEHRAN — A member of Iran’s parliamentary Energy 
Committee has praised oil and gas sector workers for their 
round-the-clock efforts to safeguard key energy infra-
structure and maintain uninterrupted production during 
the recent 12-day conflict, describing them as being on the 
“front lines” of the country’s economic resilience.

Seyed Esmaeil Hosseini said the performance of engi-
neers, managers, and technical staff in the oil, gas, petro-
chemical, water, and power sectors highlighted their vital 
role in maintaining energy security and protecting the in-
dependence of the national economy.

“Through faith and national commitment, these pro-
fessionals once again proved they are among the most 
valuable assets of the Islamic Republic,” Hosseini said, 
according to state broadcaster IRIB. “Their unwavering 
dedication ensured the continuity of energy production 
amid threats and conflict — a clear testament to their 
deep-rooted sense of duty to the country.”

Hosseini extended his appreciation to the ministers of 
oil and energy, along with the heads of affiliated compa-

nies, for their leadership and sacrifices during the conflict. 
He emphasized that defending and maintaining vital in-
frastructure under wartime conditions revealed the sec-
tor’s critical importance to national stability.

Given Iran’s geopolitical exposure, Hosseini urged the 
Oil and Energy Ministries to sustain a high level of read-
iness in anticipation, prevention, response, and rapid re-
construction of infrastructure to minimize the country’s 
energy vulnerability.

“The enemy will not hesitate to strike whenever it per-
ceives weakness,” he said. “It is vital that these ministries 
uphold maximum preparedness in safeguarding national 
energy infrastructure.”

Hosseini concluded by expressing hope that Iran’s ener-
gy sector — long considered a driving force of the national 
economy — will continue to thrive as a symbol of national 
pride and power. “I pray for the health and success of all 
those working in this vital sector, whose efforts fuel our 
progress and elevate our sovereignty,” he said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
rose 19,863 points to 2.709 million 
on Monday, which is the third day of 
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important 
one. The other three ones are Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of the Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEO) has said 
that the capital market’s share in the 
national financing system is going to 
increase to 50 percent over the next 

five years, positioning it as a key en-
gine of economic activity, employ-
ment, and industrial growth.

Hojatollah Seyedi said the orga-
nization’s 14th development plan 
includes targeted measures to stim-
ulate production, starting with fiscal 
incentives embedded in the national 
budget.

He outlined two additional pil-
lars of the government’s production 
strategy: implementation of the Law 
on Supporting Production and a five-
part economic development plan 
currently being drafted by the Plan-
ning and Budget Organization (PBO).

Seyedi said new investment funds 

have been created within the cap-
ital market to support production, 
including Murabaha bonds aimed at 
financing small- and medium-sized 
enterprises.

He said the Securities and Ex-
change Organization is targeting a 
“50-50” financing model, balanc-
ing bank loans and capital market 
resources, over a four- to five-year 
horizon. “Initial public offerings in 
project-based companies have al-
ready begun, and infrastructure for 
Murabaha bond issuance is in place,” 
he said, noting a surge in applica-
tions from producers seeking bond 
issuance licenses.

TEHRAN — Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) is rolling out a revamped 
stabilization package aimed at improving 
liquidity and investor confidence following 
recent market volatility, the Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE) chief said on Monday.

Mahamoud Goudarzi, head of the TSE, said 
a series of coordination meetings between 
regulators, stakeholders, and capital market 
institutions have paved the way for a gradual 
market recovery. The updated plan includes 
continued direct support for listed stocks, 
enhanced fund and portfolio management, 

the use of derivatives such as put options 
and futures, and regulatory reforms.

“This package is part of our efforts to shift 
the market from volatility toward a phase of 
equilibrium and ultimately growth,” Goudarzi 
told IRNA, adding that in recent sessions, the 
market showed signs of stabilization after a 
turbulent 12-day period marked by geopolit-
ical tensions.

Goudarzi explained that the market’s pri-
orities have evolved from asset protection 
during the crisis to enhancing liquidity last 
week, and now to reinforcing price stability.
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ECONOMY Iran exports nearly 9b cubic 
 meters of natural gas in 2024 

Iran to offer $360m in private mining 
investment packages by Mar. 2026

Iran’s non-oil export to Afghanistan 
 stands at $510m in a quarter

Oil industry workers praised as pillars  
of Iran’s economic resilience

TEDPIX gains 19,800 points on Monday

SEO unveils new stabilization  
package amid market recovery
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   9/4/1405تاریخ :                                                                  ..................483124..شماره نامه 
AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY 

 
The Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a 
subsidiary of the Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase 
of 3×50000±5% MTS of Granular Triple Super Phosphate through one step 
international tender. 
All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from 
Tuesday dated 30/6/2026 until Saturday dated 11/7/2026 (5 working days) from our 
purchasing committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, 
Iran).  
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill 
of IRI. Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. 
IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
through payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30-character identification code of 
339039782263500650000000000008 
The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers 
latest on Saturday dated 8/8/2026 (During official working hours) to our security office, 
located on the 8th floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on 
Sunday dated 9/8/2026 at 10:00 a.m. with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our 
purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 
1- The bid bond value should be at € 495310 or in equal value of that in any other foreign 
currencies, except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer selling rate on CBI's ETS 
website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 22/6/2026 for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% in bank 
guarantee. 
2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value 
of bid bond for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% will be IRR 829304651824 which must be 
only submitted by the bidders. 
3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use 
their previous and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond. 



From Page 1   With three 
points from three draws, Iran’s 
hopes depended on results else-
where. For a brief moment, Al-
geria’s late goal against Austria 
appeared to send Team Melli into 
the Round of 32. Then, in the dy-
ing seconds of stoppage time, 
Austria equalized. Within mo-
ments, Iran’s World Cup dream 
was over. It was elimination by 
the narrowest of margins—a 
cruel ending for a team that had 
remained unbeaten throughout 
the group stage.

The football itself, however, 
became only one chapter of a 
much larger story.

Throughout the tournament, 
Iranian players and coaches re-
peatedly argued that they were 
competing under conditions 
unlike those experienced by any 
other team. Head coach Amir 
Ghalenoei said he hoped such 
treatment would never become 
the norm at future World Cups, 
while captain Mehdi Taremi 
questioned FIFA’s handling of 
the situation, saying the squad 
had been forced to “fight against 
everything” throughout the com-
petition.

Ghalenoei described his play-
ers’ resilience as something “his-
tory should record,” arguing that 
they had endured extraordinary 
circumstances while continuing 
to represent their country with 
professionalism.

Perhaps the strongest en-
dorsement of Team Melli’s con-
duct came from voices outside 
Iran.

An opinion piece published 
by USA Today warned that the 
treatment of Iran had estab-
lished a dangerous precedent, 
arguing that political consider-
ations had overshadowed FIFA’s 
commitment to equal treatment 
for all qualified teams. The ar-
ticle suggested that allowing a 
host nation to impose exception-
al restrictions on one participant 
risk undermining the integrity of 
future World Cups.

South African comedian and 
broadcaster Trevor Noah also 
drew widespread attention after 
praising the Iranian players for 
maintaining their professional-
ism throughout the tournament. 
He questioned why footballers 
from Iran and other Middle East-
ern nations were repeatedly 
asked to answer political ques-
tions rather than instead of dis-
cussing football, while players 

from Western countries were 
rarely subjected to similar scru-
tiny. Noah concluded by applaud-
ing Team Melli for “carrying that 
weight” with dignity.

Other international commen-
tators echoed similar concerns, 
arguing that the tournament 
exposed inconsistencies in how 
politics intersected with football 
and raising broader questions 
about FIFA’s ability to shield the 
sport from geopolitical disputes.

Yet amid all the controversy, 
what endured most was football.

Iran never looked over-
whelmed. Against technically 
superior opponents, Team Melli 
displayed discipline, tactical ma-
turity, and relentless determina-
tion. The players fought for every 
ball, defended with courage, and 
attacked with belief until the very 
final whistle of the group stage.

Ramin Rezaeian admitted he 
could not understand how for-
tune had repeatedly deserted 
the team, insisting Iran deserved 
more from its performances. 
Taremi, meanwhile, chose pride 
over regret, saying the players 
had given everything to their 
country and could leave the tour-
nament with their heads held 
high regardless of the outcome.

That sentiment may ultimate-
ly define Iran’s 2026 World Cup 
more than the standings them-
selves.

The statistics will show three 
matches, three draws, three 
points, and an early exit.

They will not show the endless 
hours spent crossing borders. 
They will not capture the emo-
tional burden carried by players 
who found themselves answer-
ing questions far removed from 
football. Nor will they reflect the 
resilience required to remain un-
beaten while navigating extraor-

dinary logistical and political 
challenges.

Every World Cup leaves behind 
stories that transcend goals and 
trophies.

For Iran, this tournament be-
came one of endurance rather 
than celebration; one where hope 
survived until the final seconds 
of another match, where every 
setback was met with determi-
nation, and where elimination 
came not through defeat on the 
field but through the finest of 
margins.

Team Melli returns home with-
out a place in the knockout stage, 
but with something equally 
enduring: the respect earned 
through resilience, unity, and 
unwavering commitment under 
extraordinary circumstances.

Sometimes, football is mea-
sured by victories.

Sometimes it is measured by 
character.

For Iran, the 2026 World Cup 
will be remembered as a tourna-
ment in which the team left the 
field unbeaten, left the compe-
tition heartbroken, and left the 
world with a story far greater 
than its final position in Group G.

Commentators, journalists, 
and football supporters from 
across the political spectrum ul-
timately found common ground 
on one undeniable truth: what-
ever their views on governments 
or geopolitics, the Iranian players 
deserved to be judged by what 
they produced on the pitch.

And on the pitch, they earned 
respect. Iran’s World Cup cam-
paign became more than a foot-
ball story. It became a lesson in 
resilience.

Physical fatigue accumulat-
ed. Mental exhaustion became 
impossible to ignore. Endless 
travel, relentless scrutiny, and 

extraordinary pressure followed 
the team from the opening 
match to the final whistle. Yet 
when kick-off arrived, none of it 
became an excuse.

There were no complaints af-
ter missed opportunities. No 
public collapse after controver-
sial decisions. No surrender after 
heartbreak. Instead, there was 
composure. There was discipline. 
There was unity.

Team Melli battled circum-
stances. It battled exhaustion. 
Above all, it battled politics—
while never losing sight of the 
game itself.

But those who watched every 
minute will remember some-
thing entirely different.

They will remember a team 
that simply refused to surrender.

Every World Cup crowns cham-
pions. Every World Cup sends 
teams home.

Only a handful leave behind a 
story that transcends football.

Iran became one of them.

Despite extraordinary logisti-
cal challenges, relentless travel, 
political scrutiny, and immense 
emotional pressure, Team Melli 
completed its unbeaten cam-
paign. It departed the tourna-
ment without a victory—but also 
without a defeat.

Sometimes, football rewards 
courage with trophies.

Sometimes it rewards courage 
with respect.

This time, respect became 
Iran’s greatest victory.

The players leave North Amer-
ica without the knockout place 
they believed they had earned. 
They leave without the celebra-
tions they dreamed of sharing 
with millions of supporters.

But they also leave with some-
thing no league table, no statis-
tic, and no final whistle can ever 
measure.

They leave having shown pro-
fessionalism under pressure, 
dignity under scrutiny, and re-
silience in circumstances that 
tested far more than footballing 
ability.

The memories tell a far greater 
story. Because in the end, foot-
ball is not always measured by 
the victories that are celebrated. 
Sometimes, it is measured by the 
character revealed when victory 
remains only a heartbeat away.

By Sahar Dadjoo

TEHRAN - Stephen Bell, Treasurer of the 
Stop the War Coalition and a longtime an-
ti-imperialist activist, believes the recent 
US-Israeli war against Iran has exposed the 
limits of Western military coercion while in-
tensifying public opposition to intervention-
ist policies. 

In an interview with the Tehran Times, Bell 
discusses the strategic consequences of the 
conflict, Britain’s role in supporting Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv, the erosion of Western 
credibility, and why growing anti-war senti-
ment could reshape the political debate over 
foreign policy in the United Kingdom. 

â€œFrom the 1st of March â€” the day 
after the opening of the war â€” the British 
government allowed US B-1, B-2, and B-52 
bombers to fly from RAF Fairford in Glouces-
tershire to conduct strikes against Iran,â€  
the political writer states. 

The following is the full text of the inter-
view:

The military campaign against Iran was 
presented in Western capitals as a security 
necessity. Looking back at the conflict, do 
you believe the primary objective was gen-
uinely non-proliferation, or was it part of 
a broader attempt to reshape the regional 
balance of power?

If the primary objective of the military 
campaign was genuinely nuclear non-pro-
liferation, then the first question we have to 

ask is: where is the evidence?

Those advocating military action ignored 
the Supreme Leader’s fatwa declaring the 
production and possession of nuclear weap-
ons to be contrary to Islamic principles. They 
also disregarded the assessment of U.S. Di-
rector of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, 
who told Congress in March 2025 that there 
was no evidence Iran was producing a nucle-
ar weapon. Likewise, they ignored the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency’s May 2025 
report, which found no evidence that Iran was 
attempting to develop a nuclear weapon.

In other words, they ignored the available 
evidence. Ironically, the countries present-
ing themselves as guardians of the glob-
al non-proliferation regime are the United 
Statesâ€”the only country ever to have used 
nuclear weapons in warâ€”and Israel, which 
is not a party to the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT), possesses an undeclared 
nuclear arsenal, and permits neither public 
scrutiny nor international transparency re-
garding its nuclear capabilities.

This suggests that the June 2025 attack 
on Iran, particularly its nuclear facilities, was 
driven not by non-proliferation concerns but 
by a political calculation that Iran had be-
come strategically vulnerable. Western lead-
ers interpreted the change of government in 
Syria and the severe blows dealt to Hezbol-
lah’s leadership as signs that Iran’s regional 
position had weakened. On that basis, they 
concluded that it was the right moment to 

launch the June war.

In my view, the purpose of the campaign 
was not non-proliferation but the projection 
of military power. Ultimately, however, the 
United States had to intervene to rescue Isra-
el after it became clear that Israel had failed 
to achieve its military objectives against 
Iran’s nuclear program and that its missile 
defense systems had been penetrated. In 
that sense, the initial assault on Iran failed 
to accomplish its strategic aims, and it had 
nothing to do with nuclear non-proliferation.

Do you think Western policymakers fun-
damentally misunderstood Iran’s political 
resilience and its capacity to withstand ex-
ternal pressure?

I believe Western policymakers’ approach 
to Iran has long been shaped by what many 
would describe as racism or, to use Edward 
Said’s term, Orientalism. That mindset has 
profoundly influenced their judgment, lead-
ing them to miscalculate both Iran’s resil-
ience and how its society and political system 
would respond to external pressure.

They believed that the unrest in January 
2026 had isolated and seriously weakened 
the Iranian government. In my view, they be-
came victims of their own propaganda. There 
is a well-known saying that drug dealers 
should not “get high on their own supply,” and 
I think that analogy applies here. They came 
to believe the narrative they themselves had 
helped create.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

TEHRAN – Iran’s political and cultural elite 
gathered Sunday to unveil a commemorative 
volume honoring Martyr Dr. Seyed Kamal 
Kharrazi, the former foreign minister assas-
sinated on April 9 in a U.S.-Israeli airstrike on 
his Tehran residence.

The 432-page memorial book, Jamal-e Ka-
mal (“The Beauty of Kamal”), compiles doc-
uments, personal reminiscences, and inter-
views with leading Iranian figures. Published 
jointly by the Iran Cultural and Press Institute 
and IRNA, it stands as a testament to one of 
the most influential diplomats in modern Ira-
nian history.

At the ceremony, former Foreign Minister 
Mohammad-Javad Zarif called Kharrazi the 
pioneer of public diplomacy in Iran’s For-
eign Ministry. Zarif said Kharrazi worked to 
correct global misperceptions about Iran 

and was deeply committed to improving the 
country’s international image.

“He was one of the world’s bravest lead-
ers,” Zarif said. “The Iranian nation is mourn-
ing his loss, and his absence will be felt in 
every field.”

IRNA CEO Hossein Jaberi Ansari described 
Kharrazi as “a symbol of forgotten virtues,” 
praising his humility, intellectual discipline, 
and Islamic values.

Kharrazi also headed the Strategic Council 
on Foreign Relations. His assassination was 
part of a broader U.S.-Israeli military cam-
paign against Iran that began in late Febru-
ary. Kharrazi’s killing is seen as an act of state 
terrorism and a clear attempt to destabilize 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and undermine 
its sovereignty—including its nuclear rights.

TEHRAN - Foreign policy is often 
described as a response to ma-
terial reality. In practice, it is fre-
quently a response to interpreted 
reality—a filtered construction 
shaped by institutions, expertise 
networks, and dominant narra-
tives. Nowhere has this been more 
evident than in Western policy to-
ward Iran over the past three de-
cades.

Since the early 1990s, Iran has 
occupied a singular position in 
the Western security imagination. 
It has been described as a prolif-
erator of nuclear risk, a sponsor of regional 
instability, and a central driver of West Asian 
conflict dynamics. These concerns were most-
ly invented by Iran’s rivals. Over time, a more 
consequential development occurred: Iran was 
transformed from a policy challenge into a 
structuring idea—a lens through which much 
of West Asia was interpreted.

Western Iran policy has been shaped by a 
process of systematic threat inflation embed-
ded within a dense transatlantic knowledge 
ecosystem. This process did not simply exag-
gerate Iran’s threats; it increasingly narrowed 
the interpretive range through which Iran’s 
capabilities were understood. The result was 
a widening gap between perceived and actu-
al power dynamics, contributing to sanctions 
overreach, recurrent strategic misjudgements, 
and persistent overestimations of Iranian vul-
nerability. The Western policy ecosystem grad-
ually constructed a self-reinforcing narrative 
architecture that displaced analytical plural-
ism with interpretive convergence.

The cognitive foundations of mispercep-
tion

Any serious analysis of foreign policy must 
begin with the recognition that states do not 
act on objective reality, but on perceived re-
ality. As Robert Jervis demonstrated in his 
foundational work, decision-makers inter-
pret information through cognitive shortcuts, 
pre-existing beliefs, and institutionalized 
expectations. Once formed, these cognitive 
structures tend to filter incoming evidence 
rather than revise themselves in response to 
it.

This dynamic is particularly pronounced in 
high-salience security environments, where 
uncertainty is high and stakes are existential. 
Under such conditions, policymakers gravitate 
toward simplifying narratives. Complexity is 
reduced into legible categories: ally and adver-
sary, stabilizer and spoiler, status quo power 
and revisionist actor.

ran gradually became embedded in Western 
policy discourse as a paradigmatic “revisionist 
state”. Over time, this categorization hardened 
into a structural assumption rather than a fal-
sifiable hypothesis. The consequence was not 
simply analytical bias, but institutionalized in-
terpretive rigidity.

After the Iranian revolution, Iran emerged as 
a central object of analysis in Western strate-
gic thought. The initial drivers were clear: con-
cerns over export of revolution, nuclear pro-
liferation, ballistic missile development, and 
Iran’s regional activities following the 1979 
revolution and the end of the Iran–Iraq War. 
Yet what followed was not merely sustained 
attention, but analytical concentration. Iran 

increasingly became the default explanatory 
variable for a wide range of regional phenome-
na. This shift was reinforced by a transatlantic 
ecosystem of policy institutions, including the 
Brookings Institution, Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, RAND Corporation, CSIS, Atlantic Coun-
cil, Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 
and Foundation for Defense of Democracies.

While these institutions differ significant-
ly in ideological orientation—from engage-
ment-oriented liberal internationalism to 
hard-line containment perspectives—they 
share a structural role in policy production: 
they translate complexity into policy-relevant 
narratives. Over time, Iran became one of the 
most heavily “worked” policy objects in the 
Western strategic system.

This intensity of focus produced a subtle but 
important effect: analytical convergence with-
out analytical consensus. Even when prescrip-
tions differed, the underlying problem defini-
tion increasingly aligned. Iran was treated as 
the principal strategic challenge in the Middle 
East.

In Europe, institutions such as Chatham 
House, ECFR, SWP, and Clingendael repro-
duced a similar framing, albeit with greater 
emphasis on diplomacy and institutional en-
gagement. Yet even in more engagement-ori-
ented discourse, Iran remained fundamentally 
categorized as a security problem requiring 
containment, management, or behavioural 
modification.

Regional actors and the amplification of 
threat narratives

No narrative ecosystem develops in iso-
lation. Regional actors—most notably Israel 
and several Persian Gulf Arab states—played 
a significant role in reinforcing Iran-centered 
threat perceptions within Western policy cir-
cles. 

Israel’s strategic doctrine has consistently 
emphasized Iran as a long-term existential 
challenge, particularly in relation to nuclear 
capabilities and regional proxy networks. Arab 
states, meanwhile, have increasingly framed 
Iran as the principal source of regional insta-
bility and strategic imbalance.

Through sustained diplomatic engagement, 
intelligence sharing, policy forums, media 
outreach, and structured partnerships with 
Western think tanks, these actors contributed 
to the internationalization of regional threat 
perceptions. The result was fabrication of con-
cern, and amplification and institutional em-
bedding of a specific interpretive frame. Over 
time, Iran was not only analyzed as a regional 
actor—it became the central organizing prin-
ciple of regional analysis itself.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Eliminated on Paper. Victorious in Character.

Stephen Bell says the PM prioritized US interests while abandoning Britain’s independent diplomatic role.

Starmer’s Iran policy left Britain complicit  
in Washington’s wars, says British activist

Iran honors ‘pioneer of public diplomacy’ 
assassinated in US-Israeli strike

When narratives become strategy

Narrative power and strategic miscalculation

How did the US lay landmines for Iran’s football team inside the 2026 World Cup?
POLITICS



TEHRAN- The CEO of the Na-
tional Iranian Drilling Company 
(NIDC) said: 23 oil and gas wells 
were drilled and completed in the 
first three months of this Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-June 
20), through the efforts of the 
drilling crews and the utilization 
of the company’s drilling fleet, in 
the country’s onshore and off-
shore oil-rich areas.

Morteza Fuladi stated in an 
interview with IRNA: Of these 
wells, 6 were developmental 
and appraisal wells, and 17 were 
workover wells.

He stated: 19 of the complet-
ed wells were in the operational 
area of the National Southern 
Oilfields Company, 1 in the Off-
shore Oil Company, and 3 were 
drilled and completed within the 
framework of projects and hand-
ed over to client companies.

Fuladi noted that the drilling 
footage recorded during this peri-
od amounted to 41,515 meters, and 
said: Currently, 8 heavy and light 
onshore drilling rigs are being re-
located in the operational areas.

According to this report, the 
National Iranian Drilling Com-
pany currently owns 73 onshore 
and offshore drilling rigs (in light, 
heavy, and ultra-heavy classes).

Iran’s oil and gas drilling in-
dustry is anchored by the Na-
tional Iranian Drilling Company 
(NIDC), a state-owned subsid-
iary of the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC). Founded in 
1979 with just six rigs? NIDC has 
grown into one of the largest 
drilling service companies in the 

region. Headquartered in Ahvaz? 
it provides over 90% of the drill-
ing services needed domestically 
and operates across more than 
10 provinces—from the Caspian 
Sea in the north to the Persian 
Gulf in the south.

NIDC manages a vast fleet of 
73 onshore and offshore drill-
ing rigs in light, heavy, and ul-
tra-heavy classes. Its services in-
clude exploration, development, 
workover, and well completion, 
as well as specialized operations 

like cementing, acidizing, and 
drill stem testing. Over its histo-
ry, the company has drilled over 
9.5 million meters of wells and 
completed more than 4,700 oil 
and gas wells.

In recent years, NIDC has sig-
nificantly boosted its perfor-
mance. In the first year of the 
current administration, it drilled 
and completed 114 wells with 
over 115,000 meters drilled. Last 
year, the company completed 
100 wells, and recent reports 
show drilling fleet productivity 
reaching 78% with a 9.1% reduc-
tion in standby time.

To maintain momentum, NIDC 
is modernizing its fleet through 
a $800 million initiative to over-
haul rigs and acquire 15 new 
onshore rigs. It is also localizing 
equipment manufacturing to re-
duce dependence on imports—a 
critical strategy given interna-
tional sanctions. With around 
17,500 employees? the company 
remains central to Iran’s efforts 
to sustain and grow its oil and 
gas production.

TEHRAN- The head of the Iran-East Afri-
ca Joint Chamber of Commerce announced 
plans to develop trade and investment re-
lations with African countries and said: The 
vast capacities of this continent can meet 
part of Iran’s import needs, and in return, 
Iran will also export the industrial goods and 
products required by these countries. 

Masoud Berahman, in an interview with 
Iran Chamber Online, referring to the holding 
of the general assembly of this joint chamber, 
clarified: The main approach of this chamber 
in the current year is to focus on countries 
that have shared comparative advantages for 
expanding economic cooperation. 

Accordingly, the development of trade re-
lations, increasing exports and imports, as 
well as expanding joint investments, have 
been prioritized in the chamber’s programs. 

Referring to the existing diplomatic capac-
ities between Iran and African countries, he 
added: Iran has 24 active embassies in the 
African continent, and 19 African countries 
also have embassies in Iran. This capacity can 
provide a suitable platform for greater coor-
dination and defining shared economic goals 
in the coming year. 

Berahman also announced a proposal sub-
mitted to the government to develop trade 
with Africa and stated: Studies conducted 
show that Iran needs to import livestock in-
puts, basic commodities, and raw materials. 
Therefore, the joint chamber has proposed 
that a part of these imports be supplied from 
African countries, and in return, Iran export 
the industrial goods and products required 
by these countries. This barter model can 
help reduce dependence on some traditional 
markets while contributing to the develop-
ment of economic relations between the two 
sides. 

The head of the Iran-East Africa Joint 
Chamber emphasized: Many of the goods that 
Iran imports are abundantly found in African 
countries, and in return, these countries also 
need Iranian industrial products and manu-
factures. Hence, there is a suitable capacity 
for the formation of mutual trade and barter-
ing of goods between the two sides. 

In another part of his remarks, this eco-
nomic activist referred to the positive view of 
African countries towards cooperation with 
Iran and said: African countries are inter-
ested in developing economic relations with 
Iran, but to benefit from these capacities, the 
dispatch and reception of trade delegations 

must be increased, Iran’s economic and com-
mercial attachés in these countries must be 
strengthened, and joint economic commis-
sions should play a more active role. 

Berahman further cited financial transfer 
problems, logistical constraints, and the lack 
of regular transport lines as the most im-
portant obstacles to developing trade with 
Africa, and added: Developing direct flights, 
launching regular shipping lines, and provid-
ing financial and guarantee support from the 
government can help facilitate the presence 
of Iranian companies in African markets. 

Referring to the successful experience of 
countries like China, India, and Turkey in the 
African market, he said: These countries have 
paved the way for the expansion of their com-
panies’ activities through extensive support, 
especially in the area of subsidies for partici-
pation in exhibitions and trade trips. Iran also 
needs to adopt similar supportive policies to 
increase its share of the African market. 

The head of the Iran-East Africa Joint 
Chamber also announced plans to empower 
medium-sized Iranian companies and stat-
ed: Many large companies have the ability 
to be present in African markets, but the 
chamber’s main goal is to prepare and sup-
port medium-sized companies to enter these 
markets. Additionally, expanding the pres-
ence of Iranian knowledge-based companies 
in African countries is on the agenda. 

He noted: Through synergy between the 
private sector, the government, and insti-
tutions such as the Vice Presidency for Sci-
ence and Technology, it is possible to pave 
the way for a more prominent presence of 
Iranian companies in African markets and 
take advantage of the vast opportunities of 
this continent for the development of non-oil 
exports.

Back in last December, Berahman stated 
that Iran will support investments by Iranian 
firms in Africa and efforts to expand exports 
to the continent, with export credit guaran-
tees and development financing expected to 
underpin trade growth.

Masoud Berahman said the Export Guaran-
tee Fund of Iran (EGFI) would back up to $3.0 
billion of Iranian investments across Africa as 
part of broader efforts to strengthen com-
mercial ties and reduce risks for private-sec-
tor investors.

He added that the National Development 
Fund (NDF) would provide around €2.0 billion 
to support startup and entrepreneurial proj-

ects linked to trade development.

Berahman said Africa, with its large pop-
ulation and broad consumer base, offered 
significant opportunities for Iranian goods, 
technical and engineering services and in-
vestment, but warned that realizing this po-
tential would require stronger infrastructure, 
clearer policies and sustained government 
support.

He criticized the lack of a comprehensive 
trade roadmap, saying Iran’s export sector 
continues to face multiple challenges that 
make it difficult to systematically monitor 
markets and assess country-specific trade 
conditions.

Berahman said the Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (TPO) of Iran, the economic diplo-
macy department and the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce should work more closely with the 
private sector to strengthen digitalization 
and develop an operational trade roadmap, 
warning that fragmented approaches risk 
reinforcing what he described as an “island 
economy.”

“A shared roadmap is needed to guide our 
move toward target markets such as Afri-
ca,” he said, noting that the continent, with 
a population of about 1.45 billion, represents 
a future growth market for both goods and 
technical services.

He said Iran’s regional trade experience 
showed that relying mainly on neighboring 
markets, including Iraq, would not be suffi-
cient to achieve sustainable export growth, 
calling instead for clear strategies and stron-
ger state backing to diversify trade destina-
tions.

Berahman stressed the need to profes-
sionalize export capacity building and move 
away from short-term, reactive approaches, 
arguing that a well-designed export roadmap 
based on detailed market analysis would help 
Iranian firms enter global markets, particu-
larly in Africa.

He also highlighted the role of commercial 
attaches in expanding trade ties, noting that 
Turkey maintains 44 trade counsellors across 
Africa, compared with only three active Irani-
an counterparts, and called for greater use of 
economic diplomacy tools.

“Iran must expand its trade with neigh-
boring countries, Africa and other emerging 
markets,” Berahman said, adding that coordi-
nated policies and long-term planning would 
be essential to achieving that goal.

TEHRAN- The commercial 
attaché of Iran in Afghanistan 
said that trade between the two 
countries reached $2.7 billion in 
the past Iranian calendar year 
1404 (ended on March 20), and 
the target of $10 billion in trade 
is being pursued over the next 
three years. 

According to the Mehr News 
Agency, Hossein Roustaei, the 
commercial attaché of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in Afghanistan, 
stated that given that Afghani-
stan is currently the fifth trading 
partner of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, trade between the 
two countries in the year 1404 
amounted to $2.7 billion. 

According to the announce-
ment of the Trade Promotion 
Organization of Iran, he added 
that it is expected that with the 
strengthening of industrial and 
mining cooperation, the target-
ing of $10 billion in economic 
relations between the two coun-
tries will be realized over the 
next three years.

Back in late February, the head 
of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Birjand (center of South Kho-
rasan province), stated that 
South Khorasan in the east of 
Iran, has emerged as a key gate-
way in Iran’s trade with Afghan-
istan, with a significant share 
of Iranian exports to its eastern 

neighbor transiting through the 
province’s borders.

Alireza Khamehzar, chairman 
of the Birjand Chamber of Com-
merce, said a large volume of 
goods exported from South Kho-
rasan is destined for the Afghan 
market, adding that an import-
ant portion of Iran’s total exports 
to Afghanistan is transported 
through the province’s border 
crossings.

He said South Khorasan has 
secured a “respectable position” 
in supplying the needs of the Af-
ghan market, underscoring the 
province’s growing importance in 
bilateral trade.

Khamehzar noted that region-

al developments and restrictions 
on some of Afghanistan’s trade 
routes have drawn Kabul’s at-
tention more strongly toward the 
Iranian market.

He described the situation as a 
major economic opportunity for 
Iran, particularly for South Kho-
rasan, which shares a long bor-
der with Afghanistan.

He said that in trade, three 
factors – speed, accuracy and 
cost reduction – are decisive. 
Improving infrastructure, includ-
ing transport and border facil-
ities, could significantly reduce 
shipping times and enhance the 
competitiveness of exports from 
South Khorasan.

TEHRAN- The Head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization said that with the implementation of 
the Kazakhstan investment agreement at Shahid 
Rajaei Port, the volume of goods traded between 
the two countries will increase threefold, and the 
annual transit of 1.5 million tons of goods will be 
guaranteed. 

According to Mehr News Agency, Mohammad 
Shakibi-Nasab, made the remarks on June 28 at 
the signing ceremony of the Kazakhstan invest-
ment agreement at Shahid Rajaei Port that this 
agreement is an important step towards realizing 
the policy of attracting foreign investment and 
developing the North-South International Corri-
dor. 

He stated that this project is being implemented 
with the support of the Ministry of Transport and 
Urban Development and within the framework 
of the Ports Organization’s plans to strengthen 
Iran’s transit position. 

Stating that this agreement guarantees the 
annual transit of 1,500,000 tons of goods through 
the territory of the Islamic Republic of Iran, he 
added that the realization of this goal, in addition 
to increasing Iran’s share of the regional transit 
market, will lead to the improvement of econom-
ic indicators, an increase in transit revenues, and 
the enhancement of the position of the country’s 
ports in the international transport chain. 

The Deputy Minister of Transport and Urban 
Development stated that this investment, in ad-
dition to developing infrastructure and supplying 
port equipment, will provide the ground for job 
creation, increasing the operational capacity of 
Shahid Rajaei Port, and boosting the ports located 
along the North-South Corridor. 

Referring to the strategic position of Kazakh-
stan in the regional transport network, he said: 
Kazakhstan, as one of the important logistics and 
transit hubs of the region, can play an effective 
role in making the North-South Corridor more ac-
tive. The presence of investors from this country 
in Shahid Rajaei Port, whether in the field of in-
frastructure development or in the field of equip-
ment supply, will help boost this international 
corridor and expand the economic cooperation of 
the two countries. 

Shakibi-Nasab, emphasizing the economic and 
social effects of this investment, clarified: The 
implementation of this project, in addition to cre-
ating new job opportunities, will lead to the pros-
perity of ports along the North-South Corridor, 
increasing the productivity of port infrastructure, 
and the growth of trade exchanges between Iran 
and Kazakhstan, so that the volume of goods trad-
ed between the two countries will increase three-
fold with the implementation of this agreement. 

Head of Kazakhstan’s Trade Development 
Fund: Shahid Rajaei Port will become core of 
first Kazakh port 

At the end of this ceremony, Aman Mal Gazh-
varov, Director General of the Trade Development 
Fund of the Republic of Kazakhstan, expressing 
his satisfaction with the finalization of this agree-
ment, considered it a strategic step in developing 
the economic and transport cooperation between 
Iran and Kazakhstan and said: We have been work-
ing continuously on this project for nearly a year, 
and today we are happy to witness the signing of 
this agreement. 

Emphasizing the long-term vision of this proj-
ect, he added: We do not consider this project 
merely a dock, warehouse, or terminal, but rather 
regard it as the initial core of establishing a Ka-
zakh port in Shahid Rajaei Port; a project that can 
play an important role in the development of re-
gional transit corridors. 

The Director General of the Trade Development 
Fund of the Republic of Kazakhstan, referring to 
the investment commitment of the Kazakh side, 
stated: The amount of our investment commit-
ments in this project is about 1,500,000 dollars, 
and we will seriously follow up on its implemen-
tation. 

Gazhvarov concluded by referring to the trade 
capacities of the two countries: Currently, the val-
ue of goods traded between Iran and Kazakhstan 
is about 400 million dollars, and we hope that 
with the implementation of this agreement and 
the operation of the logistics center, this figure 
will at least double or triple. 

Shahid Rajaei Port will become Kazakhstan’s 
logistics hub in Persian Gulf

According to Mehr News Agency, the invest-
ment agreement and the creation of a logistics 
center for the Republic of Kazakhstan in the hin-
terland of Shahid Rajaei Port were signed on June 

28, in the presence of Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab, 
Head of the Ports and Maritime Organization, and 
Ontalap Onalbayev, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan in Tehran. 

The establishment of a Kazakh logistics center in 
the hinterland of Shahid Rajaei Port is considered 
one of the most important joint projects between 
Iran and Kazakhstan in the field of transport, lo-
gistics, and trade, which will be implemented with 
the aim of strengthening economic and transit 
cooperation, developing trade exchanges, and en-
hancing the position of the North-South Interna-
tional Corridor. 

This center will operate as a base for consoli-
dating, storing, processing, distributing, and tran-
siting Kazakhstan’s export, import, and transit 
goods. 

By facilitating the supply chain, reducing the time 
and cost of cargo transportation, and increasing ef-
ficiency in logistics processes, it will play an effec-
tive role in developing the economic and commercial 
cooperation between the two countries. 

Also, utilizing the capacities of Shahid Rajaei 
Port as Iran’s largest commercial port will provide 
the possibility of direct access for Kazakh goods 
to open waters and the markets of the Persian 
Gulf region, East Africa, the Indian subcontinent, 
and other international markets, and will further 
strengthen Iran’s position as a link between Cen-
tral Asian countries and the global trade network.

Hossein Abbasnejad, Director General of Ports 
and Maritime Department of Hormozgan Prov-
ince, had said earlier in the morning of the cere-
mony day: “Negotiations and coordination with 
the Kazakh side have been ongoing for about a 
year, and preliminary memorandums of under-
standing were signed earlier. Today, this contract 
will be officially signed.”

He added: “This project involves the construc-
tion of a logistics center at Shahid Rajaei Port on 
an area of about 15 hectares, which will serve as a 
link in the chain of logistics centers in Kazakhstan, 
origin ports, and Shahid Rajaei Port for the devel-
opment of transit.”

Referring to the investment amount for this 
project, he said: “The investment is about $25 mil-
lion, which will be made as foreign direct invest-
ment by the Kazakh side.”

Abbasnejad described this project as one of 
the few examples of foreign direct investment 
in Iran’s ports in recent years and added: “In this 
project, unlike some past projects, 100% of the in-
vestment is made by the Kazakh side.”

He continued: “A construction period of two 
years has been considered for this project, af-
ter which operation will begin. In the operational 
phase, the annual transit volume is estimated at 
about 1.5 million tons, which has the potential for 
increase and expansion.”

The Director General of Ports and Maritime 
Department of Hormozgan Province stated: “The 
contract duration is 27 years, which will include 
about 25 years of operation, and provisions have 
been made for review in five-year periods accord-
ing to future conditions and increases in transit 
volume.”

Back in last December, Mohammad Ali Deh-
ghan-Dehnavi, deputy industry minister and head 
of the Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), said: 
“Trade ties between Tehran and Astana are en-
tering a more dynamic phase following the recent 
presidential visit to Kazakhstan, with both sides 
seeking to expand economic cooperation through 
logistics projects and regional partnerships.

He said: “Cooperation between provinces of the 
two countries was a key pillar of bilateral trade 
policy, adding that political relations had outpaced 
economic ties despite strong potential.”

Speaking at a meeting on logistical cooperation 
with Kazakhstan, attended by senior officials and 
business representatives, Dehghan-Dehnavi said 
closer coordination and joint infrastructure proj-
ects were needed to rebalance economic relations 
and raise trade volumes.
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A moral epiphany forged in 
political spite

Israel did not suddenly unearth 
hidden archival evidence in the 
middle of 2026.

For decades, the regime ruth-
lessly prevented its own poli-
ticians from uttering the word 
“genocide” in relation to 1915, 
viewing Turkish friendship as an 
indispensable asset.

The shift occurred only be-
cause that relationship col-
lapsed. Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has become a 
critic of the ongoing genocidal 
campaign in Gaza and other Is-
raeli crimes, partly suspending 
trade and issuing condemning 
statements. The sudden recogni-
tion is naked retaliation.

The profound suffering of the 
Armenian people deserves sin-
cere acknowledgment rather 
than transactional exploitation.

Estimates point to immense 
trauma and massacres that left 
a deep communal wound. Si-
multaneously, Turkish accounts 
place the events within the cat-
astrophic collapse of an empire, 
emphasizing reciprocal violence 
and total war.

Both narratives carry the 
weight of immense historical 
pain. Healing requires sovereign 
dialogue and mutual respect. 
Sinister outsiders who hijack this 
history to settle unrelated geo-
political scores only trivialize the 
dead.

The Azerbaijan paradox and 
the betrayal of Artsakh

The hypocrisy of this sudden 
awakening becomes grotesque 
when viewed alongside the Is-
raeli alliance with Azerbaijan.

While politicians in Tel Aviv 

now weep for the Armenians of 
1915, Israeli military technology 
dictated the fate of their descen-
dants in Nagorno-Karabakh, also 
known as Artsakh.

Between 2016 and 2020, Isra-
el supplied around 70 percent of 
Azerbaijan’s major arms imports. 
Advanced weaponry, including 
Harop drones and LORA missiles, 
proved decisive in the devastat-
ing 2023 offensive.

Following a brutal blockade, 
that military operation trig-
gered the exodus of over 120,000 
ethnic Armenians from their 
homeland, leaving hundreds of 
civilians dead and entire commu-
nities completely shattered.

Throughout this period, Azer-
baijani cargo planes landed at 
the Ovda airbase in Israel over 90 
times to load munitions.

Israel willingly exchanged Ar-
menian lives for Azerbaijani oil 
supplies, and a reported malevo-
lent outpost for intelligence and 
military operations in the broad-
er neighborhood.

Arming the violent displace-
ment of a people yesterday while 
claiming to protect their histori-
cal memory today is the zenith of 

geopolitical sociopathy.
The commodification of trau-

ma
This behavior belongs to a 

deeper pathology of selective 
humanity.

The Jewish historical experi-
ence birthed the rallying cry of 
“never again.” Yet, Israel has par-
ticularized this legacy, using it as 
a tribal shield.

American political scientist 
Norman Finkelstein, whose par-
ents were Holocaust survivors, 
dissected this dynamic in his 
work on “The Holocaust Indus-
try,” demonstrating how authen-
tic trauma can be refined into 
political capital.

Israel is currently manufactur-
ing an Armenian memory indus-
try for the exact same purpose, 
seeking moral immunity while 
dodging international scrutiny.

The German-born American 
political theorist Hannah Arendt 
warned that folding human suf-
fering into political calculation 
corrupts compassion and nor-
malizes atrocity.

Palestinian-American aca-
demic Edward Said similarly il-
luminated how imperial power 

dictates whose pain is registered 
as fully human and whose is ren-
dered invisible.

When a genocidal regime in-
vokes historical suffering mere-
ly to secure tactical leverage, it 
desecrates remembrance.

 A smokescreen for the anni-
hilation of Gaza

The timing of the recognition 
is tied to the horrors unfolding 
in the Levant. As Israeli officials 
speak of moral duties regarding 
1915, they are actively command-
ing the starvation and bombard-
ment of a trapped civilian popu-
lation.

A recent UN commission of in-
quiry confirmed that Israeli forc-
es deliberately target Palestinian 
children, contributing directly to 
findings of genocide.

At least 73,000 Palestinians 
have been killed in Gaza, includ-
ing more than 20,000 children, 
with tens of thousands more 
permanently maimed.

Historian Ilan Pappe has 
mapped how this violence is a 
direct continuation of the ethnic 
cleansing that began before the 
1948 Nakba.

The sudden Israeli focus on a 
centennial tragedy in the Cau-
casus is a desperate psycholog-
ical operation. It is designed to 
fracture regional alliances and 
launder the reputation of a state 
facing unprecedented genocide 
charges at the International 
Court of Justice.

True moral courage demands 
the uncompromising and univer-
sal application of international 
justice and human rights.

The dead must not be used 
as disposable poker chips in a 
broader U.S.-Israeli war designed 
to dominate the Middle East.
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meant to fuel divisions within the country, 
stating: “This agreement was designed to sow 
discord between the Lebanese, which I cate-
gorically reject.”

The head of the Lebanese Democratic Party 
and political chief of the Druze sect, Talal Ar-
slan, stressed that the agreement between the 
Lebanese government and the Israeli occupa-
tion regime is “unbalanced in both form and 
substance, legitimizes the occupation, and vi-
olates Lebanon’s sovereignty.”

Arslan added that the agreement “rep-
resents a practical step toward an internal 
strife project” and that it serves the Israeli 
regime’s “primary objective, which we have re-
peatedly warned against.”

Lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah, a member of 
Hezbollah’s Loyalty to the Resistance parlia-
mentary bloc, insisted that the “agreement of 
humiliation will never be implemented,” adding, 
“Our weapons will remain to liberate our land 
and protect our people.”

Similarly, Lebanese MP Ibrahim Mousawi 
stated that “when Netanyahu describes the 
framework agreement as an achievement, it 
reflects submission to the enemy’s dictates.”

Mousawi also affirmed that the so-called 
“framework agreement” is legally and consti-
tutionally invalid and carries no legitimate au-
thority.

Meanwhile, Grand Mufti Sheikh Ahmad Qa-
balan, addressing the Lebanese people and po-
litical factions, said, “Put out the fire of the cur-
rent government’s strife before it consumes all 
of Lebanon.”

He warned, “It is unacceptable for Lebanon 
to burn before our eyes for the sake of a group 
appointed to fuel this conflict. Lebanese peo-
ple, we want to live together as one national 
family under a national defense framework 
that guarantees Lebanon’s sovereignty.”

The Lebanese Popular Conference declared 
that “the ill-fated Washington framework 
agreement constitutes a dangerous coup 
against the Taif Agreement and a humiliating 
surrender by the authorities before the Zionist 
enemy.”

The political bureau of the Amal Movement 
also denounced the “framework agreement” 
between the Lebanese authorities and the re-
gime as “unbalanced,” emphasizing that “most 
of its provisions reinforce realities in the ene-
my’s favor at the expense of Lebanon’s national 
interest.”

The movement added that “the agreement 
carries serious political and sovereignty-relat-
ed risks,” rejecting it because it “cannot serve 
as the basis for a fair agreement that safe-
guards Lebanon’s rights.”

These statements came after the United 
States announced on Friday that the Lebanese 
and Israeli governments had reached a “frame-
work agreement,” which Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu hailed as a significant 
achievement. The agreement was also praised 
by Israeli ministers and officials, particularly 
Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir.

At the same time, the announcement 
sparked widespread rejection and angry pro-
tests across several Lebanese regions, while 
numerous political figures, parties, and prom-
inent public personalities expressed their firm 
opposition to this course of action.

Israeli Channel 12 revealed that the agree-
ment between Lebanon and the occupation re-
gime, which was published in full, including on 
the U.S. State Department’s website, was ac-
companied by a security annex that remained 

classified as secret. It noted that the main 
reason its contents were not made public was 
an explicit request from the Lebanese govern-
ment.

According to the channel, the agreement 
contains a clear commitment by both parties 
that no measure will be implemented accord-
ing to fixed timetables, but only once specific 
conditions on the ground have been met. This 
means there will be no automatic withdraw-
als, and that any withdrawal will remain tied 
to what Israel describes as “success on the 
ground” and an assessment of the results.

The channel also reported that there will be 
no expansion of the “pilot zones” in the fore-
seeable future without Israeli approval, ex-
plaining that the two “pilot zones” agreed upon 
are currently the only ones authorized.

According to the news channel, the official 
Lebanese authorities granted Israel approv-
al for freedom of action within the so-called 
“Yellow Line.” The regime’s news outlet also 
reported that “following the signing of the 
agreement with Lebanon, Israel’s security and 
military establishment is preparing for a pres-
ence in Lebanon that will last for years.”

Hezbollah Secretary-General Sheikh Naim 
Qassem stated that the government was, 
through this agreement, legitimizing the re-
gime’s occupation in Lebanon for many years.

Sheikh Qassem warned that the agreement 
means “depriving the Lebanese people of re-
turning to their land,” and could ultimately lead 
to “the annexation of Lebanese territory to the 
Zionist entity.”

Hezbollah has declared that it will never 
surrender the option of resistance “no matter 
what the price.” For Hezbollah, the issue is not 
just an option but a national duty enshrined 
under international law to expel the occupation 
army. It added that the resistance movement 
continues to confront the Israeli Occupation 
Forces (IOF). 

The IOF confirmed the death of an officer and 
the injury of another soldier during fighting in 
southern Lebanon.

An IOF spokesperson said, “A company com-
mander holding the rank of captain from Bat-
talion 12 of the Golani Brigade was killed, while 
another soldier was wounded during combat in 
the town of Deir Siryan in southern Lebanon.”

The regime’s Channel 15 revealed additional 
details about the confrontation that took place.

According to the channel, “At around 2:00 
a.m., Golani Brigade troops encountered a 
Hezbollah operative after entering the area 
to investigate a suspicious target or individu-
al in the Deir Siryan region.” It added, “During 
the exchange of fire, Captain David Hazot was 
killed, while another soldier sustained injuries.”

The report also stated that “following the 
incident, (the IOF) launched search operations 
for the Hezbollah operative and struck addi-
tional targets in the area. Efforts to eliminate 
the Hezbollah operative remain ongoing, and 
troops continue conducting search operations 
throughout the region.”

The Israeli military continues its aggres-
sion on southern Lebanon through fighter and 
drone strikes, dropping of explosive munitions 
from aircraft, artillery shelling, and ground 
operations accompanied by fires and demoli-
tions intended to destroy homes, despite the 
“framework agreement” between the Leba-
nese and Israeli governments.

Meanwhile, the Lebanese resistance front 
has repeatedly stated in successive announce-
ments that it continues to monitor the Israeli 
violations of the ceasefire agreement.
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mediate and permanent termi-
nation of military operations on 
all fronts, including in Lebanon, 
and undertake from now on not 
to initiate any war or any military 
operation against each other, 
and to refrain from the threat or 
use of force against each other, 
and ensuring the territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty of Leb-
anon. The final deal will confirm 
the permanent termination of 
the war on all fronts, including in 
Lebanon.”

Point 7 also demands the ter-
mination of all sanctions, includ-
ing the UN sanctions resolutions 
against Iran. It states: The United 
States of America undertakes to 
terminate all types of sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, including the United Na-
tions Security Council resolu-
tions, i.e. International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of 
Governors resolutions and all 
unilateral U.S. sanctions, prima-
ry and secondary, in an agreed 
upon schedule. As part of the 
final deal, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the United States of 
America acknowledge the critical 
importance of the sanctions ter-
mination issue above mentioned, 
and express their intentions to 
immediately address these is-
sues in the negotiations in order 
to achieve mutual agreement on 
them.”

However, U.S. President Don-
ald Trump has promised what 
he simply cannot deliver. Lifting 
sanctions against Iran requires 
the approval of Congress, which 
is firmly in the grip of AIPAC’s sa-
tanic Zionists.

Moreover, Trump himself 
has delivered a serious blow to 
the MOU as he has repeatedly 
threatened Iran with annihilation 
and even threatened the lives 
and safety of the Iranian nego-
tiating delegation while in Swit-
zerland.

“You won’t even make it back 
to your f–king country,” Trump 
told Iran’s leaders, according to 
Fox News correspondent Trey 
Yingst. 

History of U.S. failure to hon-
or commitments

The U.S.-led West did not hon-
or the 2015 JCPOA—concluded 
under Obama—for a single day, 
whereas Iran did so.

Trump himself called the 
JCPOA “the worst ever deal ne-
gotiated,” and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell charac-
terized it as “flawed”.

It is also worth noting that 
American negotiators with Iran, 
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, 
are reportedly members of the 
supremacist Zionist Armaged-
don sect of Chabad.

Trump’s constant threats 
against Iran

Trump’s constant, indirect 
threats to wipe out Iran could 
only be carried out using nuclear 
weapons. Prominent experts on 
American affairs, including my-
self, doubt that Trump would do 
this at all. In a Press TV interview, 
I stated that the U.S. knows they 
could face a response from Iran 
that neither the world nor USrael 
had anticipated.

The smaller nuclear warheads 
on the 24 Trident missiles aboard 
each of the two American Ohio-
class submarines cannot break 
Iran; the U.S. population would 
rebel, and Europe would turn 
away.

Israel’s actions are to blame for 
the current predicament; it is al-
most always essential to punish 
the guilty party directly. Though 
the first point of the MOU clearly 
states that Israel must stop its 
aggression in Lebanon, Israel is 
pounding Lebanon unstoppably.  

With the Strait of Hormuz kept 
at least partially open, Iran could 
take military action against Is-

rael until all IDF soldiers leave 
Lebanon and Gaza, alongside 
the full opening of Gaza’s border 
crossings and withdrawal of Is-
raeli troops from the West Bank. 
Faced with this, the settler-colo-
nialists would be too cowardly to 
carry out their raids. 

Iran, growing rapidly in mili-
tary and political strength, would 
thus expand its official strategy, 
because Israel habitually takes 
revenge on Palestinians when-
ever it is denied the freedom to 
murder in Lebanon and else-
where. In doing so, Iran stands 
up for the Ummah as a leading 
power—a cause for which Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, like Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, has be-
come a martyr, so that all people 
in the Middle East may live freely, 
peacefully, and with dignity.

”Greater Israel” project
The violations of the ceasefire 

agreements with Hamas and 
Lebanon are concrete examples. 

Also, President Trump has not 
halted American arms shipments 
to Israel for even a single day, 
proving to the entire world that 
both countries continue, as they 
always have, to fundamentally 
break every treaty they sign. 

It is because the Zionists are 
seeking a “Greater Israel” proj-
ect. At least 4,106 people have 
been killed and 12,153 wounded 
in Lebanon since fighting began 
between Israel and Hezbollah 
on March 2. Israel is occupying 

an expanding strip of the border 
region and is devastating cities 
and communities at an acceler-
ating rate, making them resem-
ble Gaza.

No point in the MOU explains 
that Iran is prohibited from tak-
ing action against the perpetra-
tors who are committing further 
killings and deploying troops in 
Lebanon. Therefore, Iran is per-
mitted to do so—quite officially.

Furthermore, the party that 
“does” want the Strait of Hor-
muz closed is the global deep 
state, which I sometimes call the 
“Rothschild gang.” Their criminal 
strategy involves global econom-
ic decline alongside the isolation 
of Iran, accompanied by wars and 
orchestrated catastrophes. Con-
sequently, the weapon of closing 
the Strait of Hormuz is too blunt 
an instrument.

Charging a fee and then allow-
ing passage is entirely legitimate 
under current circumstanc-
es—helping to clear the back-
log—and is increasingly accepted 
worldwide. If Trump forbids this, 
the blame and responsibility lie 
exclusively with him.

Iran’s ambassador to France, 
Mohammad Amin-Nejad, has 
said Iran and Oman are discuss-
ing a system under which ships 
would pay for navigation, secu-
rity, and environmental services.

Iran has stated that the Strait 
of Hormuz will not return to its 
previous state. 
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Israel maliciously turns Armenian grief into 
diplomatic grenade masking Gaza atrocities

More Lebanese figures reject the 
“framework agreement”

Charging a fee in Hormuz Strait is legitimate
The US and Israel are violating the terms of the MOU



Nenad Kljaic 
officially 
appointed Iran 
handball head 
coach 
TEHRAN - Iran Handball Federation has of-

ficially appointed renowned Croatian coach 
Nenad Kljaic as the new head coach of the Iran 
men’s national handball team. 

The agreement was formally signed at the 
Iranian Embassy in Croatia, bringing an end to 
the federation’s search for a new national team 
manager.

The contract was signed on Friday in Zagreb 
in the presence of Iran Handball Federation 
President Alireza Pakdel and Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Croatia, Hassan Gharibnejad. According 
to the federation’s schedule, Kljaic will arrive in 
Tehran on Tuesday, July 1, to officially begin his 
tenure.

Kljaic is one of the most decorated figures 
in Croatian handball. During his playing career, 
he earned 69 international caps for Yugosla-
via and 145 appearances for Croatia. His list of 
achievements includes the Olympic gold medal 
at the 1996 Atlanta Games, two EHF Champi-
ons League titles, and a European Super Cup 
triumph.

The 57-year-old coach holds the highest in-
ternational coaching certification (Level A) and 
previously managed Croatian powerhouse HC 
Zagreb, guiding the club to the semifinals of 
European competition.

Kljaic also brings extensive experience in 
Asian handball. He served as head coach of 
Saudi Arabia on two separate occasions, lead-
ing the team to qualification for the IHF World 
Championship, a top-four finish at the Asian 
Championship, and the gold medal at the 2017 
Islamic Solidarity Games.

At club level, he guided Qatar’s Al Rayyan to 
the runners-up spot in the Asian Club Cham-
pionship and has also coached Olympiacos of 
Greece, Al Arabi of Kuwait, and Al Ain of the 
United Arab Emirates.

In addition to his coaching accomplishments, 
Kljaic holds a degree in kinesiology, is fluent in 
four languages, and serves as an official in-
structor for international handball coaching 
courses.

Iran will be hoping the highly experienced 
Croatian can lead the national team into a new 
era and strengthen its position among Asia’s 
leading handball nations.

Piazza: Iran’s 
players have 
improved, but I’m 
still not satisfied
TEHRAN - Iran men’s national volleyball team 

head coach Roberto Piazza said his players 
have made noticeable progress but stressed 
that the team are still far from his ideal level 
following a 3-1 victory over Cuba in the final 
match of Week 2 of the 2026 FIVB Volleyball 
Nations League.

Speaking after the match, Piazza praised the 
high level of competition in the Volleyball Na-
tions League, emphasizing that there are no 
easy matches, as every team face some of the 
world’s strongest opponents.

Reflecting on the match against Cuba, Piazza 
said Iran performed well until the closing stag-
es of the second set, but the serious injury to 
Javier Concepción changed the course of the 
game. According to the Italian coach, the inci-
dent had an emotional impact on both teams, 
causing Iran’s players to temporarily lose their 
focus.

Looking ahead to Week 3 of the competition, 
Piazza noted that the team still have sufficient 
time to prepare. He said the coaching staff will 
use the break to analyze the team’s perfor-
mances through technical meetings and iden-
tify areas for improvement.

Piazza concluded by saying: “The players have 
improved compared to the past, and they are 
making progress. However, that level of improve-
ment is still not enough for me. We need to identi-
fy our weaknesses so that we can enter the third 
week of the tournament better prepared.”

Nassaji and Mes 
Shahr-e Babak 
secure promotion 
to 2026/27 PGPL
TEHRAN - Mes Shahr-e Babak sealed pro-

motion to the 2026/27 Persian Gulf Pro League 
(PGPL) after defeating Nirooy-e Zamini Tehran 
1-0 with three rounds remaining in the Azade-
gan League season.

The victory lifted Mes Shahr-e Babak to 61 
points, confirming their place in Iran’s top flight 
in commanding fashion before the conclusion 
of the campaign.

Earlier, Nassaji Mazandaran had already se-
cured automatic promotion, meaning the two 
direct promotion spots to the 2026/27 PGPL 
have now been decided.

Under the league’s competition format, the 
team that finish third in the Azadegan League 
standings will face Mes Rafsanjan in a promo-
tion/relegation playoff. The winners of that 
match will claim the final place in next season’s 
Persian Gulf Pro League.

Taj: Iran fought 
until the very end
TEHRAN - Iran Football Federation President 

Mehdi Taj praised the national team for their 
determination and commitment following the 
conclusion of their 2026 FIFA World Cup cam-
paign, saying the players and staff fought until 
the final whistle in pursuit of making the nation 
proud.

Speaking to players and federation officials 
in Tijuana, Taj expressed his gratitude to every-
one involved with the team.

“I would like to sincerely thank the entire 
squad and staff for their hard work and dedi-
cation. They fought until the very last moment 
and gave everything they had to bring joy to our 
people,” Taj said.

He highlighted Iran’s unbeaten record in the 
tournament, noting that Team Melli remained 
undefeated throughout its three matches.

“The national team played three match-
es and avoided defeat in all of them. Across 
all three games, the players showed passion, 
commitment, and tremendous fighting spirit.”

Taj also extended his appreciation to every 
member of the delegation.

“I congratulate and thank every member of 
the national team—from the administrative 
and executive staff, to the coaching team, play-
ers, and everyone who contributed behind the 
scenes.”

The federation chief went on to acknowledge 
the support received throughout the tourna-
ment.

Looking ahead, Taj emphasized that the de-
velopment of Iranian football remains an ongo-
ing process.

“The path of the national team is a con-
tinuous and dynamic one. Every tournament 
provides valuable lessons, and through care-
ful evaluation we can continue improving and 
moving forward.”

Pourmousavi 
appointed Zob 
Ahan head coach
TEHRAN - Zob Ahan have appointed Sirous 

Pourmousavi as the club’s new head coach fol-
lowing weeks of deliberation by the board of 
directors. 

The experienced Iranian coach takes charge 
of the Isfahan-based side ahead of the new 
season, replacing the previous coaching staff. 

Pourmousavi brings extensive experience 
in Iranian football, having previously managed 
Esteghlal Khuzestan, Foolad Khuzestan, Pars 
Jonoubi Jam, Naft Masjed Soleyman, and Sanat 
Naft Abadan. 

Zob Ahan will be hoping his experience and 
familiarity with the Persian Gulf Pro League 
can help the club enjoy a successful campaign 
in the 2026/27 season.

TEHRAN – Iran’s minister of 
cultural heritage said on Monday 
that the government plans to seek 
national heritage registration for 
the planned funeral ceremonies of 
the martyred Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei, Mehr news agency re-
ported. 

Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Minister Seyyed Reza 
Salehi-Amiri described funeral 
processions as one of the country’s 
most significant forms of intangi-
ble cultural heritage since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, the report said. 

The ministry plans to nominate 
the funeral rites for inclusion on 
Iran’s national list for intangible 
cultural heritage. Mehr had earli-
er reported that the ministry has 
begun procedures to register the 
martyred leader’s residence and 
office as national heritage sites 
because of their historical signifi-
cance.

Beyt-e Rahbari (the Leader’s 
House) in central Tehran was heav-
ily damaged by massive airstrikes 
on Feb. 28, the first day of the war 

with the US-Israeli regime. 

Farewell ceremonies and funeral 
processions are scheduled to take 
place between July 4 and July 9 in 
Tehran, Qom, Mashhad and Iraq. 

Mehr reported that between 15 
million and 20 million people are 
expected to attend the ceremonies 
in Tehran, with total nationwide 
attendance estimated at about 35 
million.

Separately, Iranian media re-
ported that Iran’s foreign minister 
held talks with the head of Iraq’s 
High Committee Coordinating Fu-
neral Ceremonies to discuss prepa-
rations for events planned in Iraq.

TEHRAN – Isfahan province has prepared a new 
tourism development roadmap, launched plans to 
revive historical corridors and begun restoring her-
itage sites damaged during recent US-Israeli air-
strikes, Governor-general Mehdi Jamalinejad said 
on Monday.

Speaking at the 37th meeting of the Strategic 
Council of Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts in Isfahan, attended by 
Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, senior ministry 
officials and provincial heritage managers, Jama-
linejad outlined the province’s heritage assets, 
challenges and development priorities.

He said Isfahan is not only one of Iran’s indus-
trial, agricultural and economic hubs but also one 
of the country’s principal cultural and historical 
regions, playing a significant role in the devel-
opment of Iranian-Islamic civilization over cen-
turies.

The governor-general said the province is 
home to more than 22,000 historical, cultural 
and tourism attractions, extending beyond the 
city of Isfahan to counties including Kashan, Na-
tanz, Ardestan, Golpayegan, Khansar, Fereydun-
shahr and Semirom.

He said the province’s 114 cities and more than 
1,000 villages provide extensive opportunities 
for the development of cultural, historical, rural 
and nature-based tourism, adding that many of 

its towns and villages could be regarded as open-
air museums.

Jamalinejad said Isfahan has continued its de-
velopment despite challenges including water 
shortages, land subsidence, energy imbalances 
and environmental pressures.

He said several historical monuments were 
damaged during recent US-Israeli attacks, in-
cluding sites within the Safavid Dowlatkhaneh 
complex, surrounding historical areas and the 
Takht-e Foulad historical cemetery. Documen-
tation, damage assessments and restoration 
planning began immediately after the incidents, 
he said.

“Some valuable historical buildings locat-
ed near the targeted sites sustained damage, 
and protecting these monuments as part of the 
country’s national identity is being pursued seri-
ously,” Jamalinejad said.

He thanked the Ministry of Cultural Heritage 
and the provincial heritage department for their 
efforts to safeguard historical monuments, say-
ing the protection of cultural heritage during 
times of crisis also means protecting the nation’s 
historical memory and civilizational identity.

The governor-general added that tourism has 
been designated as the province’s primary stra-
tegic development priority under the new pro-
vincial administration, with specialized meetings 
held weekly to advance tourism policies.

He said the province is pursuing the simulta-
neous development of health, cultural, historical, 
natural, religious, sports and ecotourism in an 
effort to increase its share of domestic and in-
ternational tourism markets.

Jamalinejad said the revival of historical cor-
ridors associated with Isfahan’s three periods 
as Iran’s capital under the Buyids, Seljuks and 
Safavids forms a key part of the province’s strat-
egy. The plan includes identifying, restoring and 
promoting lesser-known historical sites and at-
tractions.

He also called for greater attention to under-
represented tourism assets, including historical 
cemeteries, the heritage of religious and ethnic 
communities, historic villages, fortresses, cul-
tural routes and notable historical figures across 
the province.

Isfahan was once a crossroads of international 
trade and diplomacy during the Safavid era and 
now it is one of Iran’s top tourist destinations for 
good reasons. It is filled with many architectural 
wonders, such as unmatched Islamic buildings, 
bazaars, museums, Persian gardens, and tree-
lined boulevards. It’s a city for walking, getting 
lost in its mazing bazaars, dozing in beautiful 
gardens, and meeting people.

The Persian proverb “Isfahan nesf-e-jahan 
ast” (Isfahan is half the world) reflects the city’s 
cultural and historical prominence.

TEHRAN – Only a limited num-
ber of Iran’s historical monu-
ments are located in areas facing 
a high risk of land subsidence, 
and concerns about damage to 
heritage sites are often over-
stated due to confusion with or-
dinary structural settlement and 
moisture-related deterioration, 
a senior cultural heritage official 
said.

Mohsen Tousi, acting direc-
tor general for the preservation, 
restoration and rehabilitation 
of historical buildings and sites 
at the Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage and Tourism, told IRNA on 
Monday that land subsidence 
remains a threat to cultural heri-
tage but its actual impact is low-
er than commonly perceived.

“In technical terms, land sub-
sidence is not inherently more 
dangerous than other hazards,” 
Tousi said. “It becomes critical 
when a historical monument is 
located on the edge of a sub-
sidence zone or where different 
parts of the structure rest on 
soils with different stability.”

He said specialists assess risk 
by identifying cases in which part 
of a monument is built on sub-
siding ground while another part 
rests on stable soil, or where a 
structure lies along the bound-
ary of a subsidence zone. In such 
cases, vulnerable buildings may 
require engineering intervention.

Tousi said extensive studies 
conducted in the central city 
of Isfahan showed that cracks 
found in several historic build-
ings were caused by moisture 
and the expansion and contrac-
tion of clay soils rather than land 
subsidence.

He said many concerns about 
subsidence stem from confu-
sion with ordinary building set-
tlement, which occurs be-
cause of structural weight, 
soil characteristics and 
moisture conditions. Sim-
ilar damage may also re-
sult from collapsed qanats, 
stormwater wells, sewage 
pits or broken water and 
sewer pipes, he added.

“These types of settle-
ment should not automat-
ically be attributed to land 
subsidence,” Tousi said.

He said subsidence zones 
have been mapped and 
incorporated into urban 
planning data, with the re-
sults showing that very few 
historical monuments are 
located within high-risk ar-
eas.

Tousi also said Iran’s dep-
uty minister for cultural 
heritage is pursuing the es-
tablishment of a specialized 
task force on land subsid-
ence to strengthen scien-
tific monitoring of heritage 

sites using modern technologies.

He underlined the importance 
of documenting historical mon-
uments to improve disaster 
preparedness, noting that the 
Iranian plateau has experienced 
frequent earthquakes through-
out its history. “We document 
heritage sites so that, if earth-
quakes or ground changes occur, 
we have the necessary informa-

tion to protect and restore the 
country’s cultural heritage.” 

He added that where tradi-
tional materials cannot provide 
sufficient structural reinforce-
ment, modern engineering tech-
nologies and supporting struc-
tures should be used alongside 
historic buildings to improve 
earthquake safety while pre-
serving the monuments.
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Martyred leader’s funeral ceremonies to 
be nominated for national heritage status

Isfahan unveils tourism roadmap, plans  
heritage restoration after recent damage

Few Iranian heritage sites located in high-risk land 
subsidence zones, official says

TOURISM

AUCTION SJSCO. 
D140505

Sirjan Jahan Steel Company is pleased to 
announce the sale and export of 25,000 
tons DIRECT REDUCTED IRON (DRI), 
on basis of FAS at the Buyer’s warehouse 
in Bandar Abbas, IRAN according to 
INCOTERMS 2020. Interested applicants are hereby invited to obtain 
the tender documents by visiting the official website of Sirjan Jahan 
Steel Company at sjsco.ir, through the Sales and customer portal, 
Tender and Foreign Tender section.
Alternatively, interested bidders may collect the physical tender 
documents in person from the head office of Sirjan Jahan Steel 
Company at the following address: 2nd FLOOR, No. 2, JOOBIN 
ALLEY, SHAHIDI STREET, JAHAN KOODAK JUNCTION, 
TEHRAN, IRAN.
All bids on conformity to tender instruction should be submitted no 
later than Monday, July 13, 2026.
For more information, please contact us at:
Tel: +2186084642



TEHRAN – Shahid Beheshti University has 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with Peoples’ Friendship University 
of Russia to deepen cooperation within the 
framework of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) agreements. 

The MOU was signed on the sidelines of 
the tenth meeting of the SCO Education Min-
isters, which took place in Minsk, Belarus, on 
June 16 and 17.

Accordingly, both parties will collaborate 
to expand network cooperation, develop and 
implement joint educational programs and 
courses, particularly at the post-graduate 
level.

Proposals to foster SCO scientific ties
Addressing the tenth meeting of the SCO 

Education Ministers, Minister of Science, Re-
search and Technology, Hossein Simaei-Sar-
raf, put forward three proposals to enhance 
academic, research, and technological collab-
orations among the universities of the SCO 
member states.

“Universities are custodians of shaping 
the future of societies. Today, they are faced 
with different challenges like revising cur-
ricula, making research projects applicable, 
and making theses and research studies 
more useful to society. SCO can serve as a 
platform for member states to boost their 
academic capacities through an executive 
and problem-based network,” IRNA quoted 
Simaei-Sarraf as saying.

To promote scientific cooperation among 
member states, the science minister offered 
three proposals. The first one focused on 
‘exchanging elites and scholars’. According-
ly, Iran is ready to grant 100 scholarships to 
post-graduate and Ph.D. students, and 10 
more to post-doctoral researchers of SCO 
member states to do research on the real 
problems in the region under the supervision 
of professors. 

The establishment of the ‘Shanghai tech-
nological and innovative universities net-
work’ with the help of leading universities 
and technology parks was the second offered 
suggestion.  According to Simaei-Sarraf, this 
network would provide the ground for com-
mercializing scientific achievements and 

strengthening connections between univer-
sities and industry. He also announced Iran’s 
readiness to host its secretariat.

The ‘development of a collaborative re-
search consortium in smart management of 
natural resources, particularly water, artifi-
cial intelligence, and modern pharmaceutical 
technologies’ was the third proposal, which 
is expected to be an effective strategy to im-
prove the scientific capacities of SCO mem-
ber states.

The science minister went on to say that 
the universities are not merely the centers 
of education, but they should be the stan-
dard bearers of rationality, entrepreneurship, 
hope, and international scientific coopera-
tion.

The top universities of Iran, with all their 
laboratory capacities, growth centers, and 
scientific capabilities, will be there to imple-
ment these programs in cooperation with the 
universities of the SCO member states.

Need to boost scientific cooperation

On June 10, Simaei-Sarraf and Russian Sci-
ence and Higher Education Minister, Valery 
Falkov, reviewed strategies for developing 
scientific, educational, and academic cooper-
ation between the two countries with an em-
phasis on expanding professor and student 
exchanges, strengthening research cooper-
ation, and facilitating academic interactions.

In a telephone conversation, Simaei-Sarraf 
expressed hope that in-person meetings be-
tween the two sides will be held in Tehran and 
Moscow in the near future, IRNA reported.

He also announced the upcoming holding 
of a meeting of the presidents of top Irani-
an and Russian universities in Tehran, and 
considered the development of Russian lan-
guage chairs in Iranian universities and Per-
sian language chairs in Russian universities 
as a sign of deepening scientific and cultural 
ties between the two countries.

Falkov, for his part, pointed out the begin-
ning of a new university admission period 
in Russia and the welcoming of Iranian stu-
dents to study at the country’s universities, 
emphasizing the importance of providing 
employment opportunities and utilizing the 

academic potential of graduates after their 
return to Iran.

Referring to the decrease in the number of 
Russian universities approved in Iran’s eval-
uation system, he called for a review of the 
methods of evaluating and validating educa-
tional qualifications.

Simaei-Sarraf continued by emphasizing 
the readiness of the Ministry of Science, Re-
search, and Technology to review the eval-
uation system of Russian universities and 
develop joint educational and research coop-
eration.

The two sides also agreed to continue co-
operation on developing professor and stu-
dent exchanges and expanding scientific 
cooperation between the universities of the 
two countries. The discussion ended with Si-
mai-Sarraf and Falkov mutually emphasizing 
the continuation of consultations, strength-
ening academic cooperation, and planning 
for face-to-face meetings in the near future.

In December 2025, the second scientific 
conference between Iran and Russia was held 
in Moscow on Monday, with Iran’s ambassa-
dor to Russia, Kazem Jalali; science attaché, 
Hadi Goudarzi, and representatives from uni-
versities and scientific institutions of the two 
countries in attendance.

Referring to Iran’s unique history and the 
civilizational commonalities between the two 
countries, Russian Presidential Aide Andrei 
Fursenko emphasized the need to strengthen 
cultural and academic relations between Iran 
and Russia, msrt.ir reported.

“The Russian government is completely 
ready to promote collaborations with Iran in 
the science and technology sectors. Russia 
and Iran need to rely on their capabilities in 
the pursuit of global development and play 
their historical role,” he noted.

Deputy Minister of Science and Higher 
Education of the Russian Federation, Denis 
Sergeevich Sekirinsky, for his part, said the 
two nations have their own distinguished 
civilizations, maintaining cultural traditions 
and spiritual values. These historical com-
monalities have resulted in mutual respect 
and trust, as well as fostering cooperation.

TEHRAN – Narjes Abolqasemi, 
an official with the Vice-Pres-
idency for Women and Family 
Affairs, has delivered a speech 
at the Women’s Forum of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO), offering proposals to 
enhance collaborations among 
women of SCO member states.

Themed ‘Women’s Leadership’, 
the Forum was held in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan, on June 26 and 27. 

“The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization member states 
can benefit from women’s capa-
bilities to present a new model 
of inclusive, balanced, and sus-
tainable development in the re-
gion,” IRNA quoted Abolqasemi 
as saying

The establishment of a co-
operation and entrepreneur-
ship network of SCO women to 
share expertise and showcase 
successful models, the devel-
opment of a collaborative digital 
platform to introduce women 
entrepreneurs’ services, and 
products, as well as expedite 
their access to regional mar-
kets, and the enhancement of 
joint training programs in digital 
skills, innovation, and knowl-
edge-based economy for wom-
en entrepreneurs were the four 
proposal suggested by the Irani-
an official.

“Global experiences and de-
velopment studies have shown 
that whenever women have had 
the opportunity to invest in the 
economy, economic productivity 
has increased, innovation has 
been fostered, and community 
resilience has strengthened,” 
she noted.

The official also elaborated on 
the country’s efforts to empow-
er women. Referring to articles 
20, 21, and 28 of the Constitu-
tion, Abolqasemi said Iranian 
women’s participation in the 
economic sector has been de-
fined in line with the principles 
of human dignity, gender justice, 

and the utilization of all human 
features, and the same attitude 
is clearly reflected in the Consti-
tution, macro policies, and na-
tional development. 

“The laws of labor in Iran 
prohibit discrimination in em-
ployment, wages, and working 
conditions based on gender. 
The Seventh National Develop-
ment Plan (2023-2027) focuses 
on providing opportunities for 
women’s economic empower-
ment and addressing the prob-
lems that hinder their growth 
and prosperity.

The country has implement-
ed specific programs to devel-
op women’s professional and 
entrepreneurial skills and to 
support women-led businesses 
through skills training, digital 
skills development, and im-
proved access to financial re-
sources.”

Supporting small business-
es, developing local production 
and market networks, and us-
ing modern technologies to ac-
cess broader markets are on the 
agenda, and more than 70 per-
cent of home-based business 
licenses are granted to wom-
en, with over 80 percent of the 
loans allocated to female-led 
small businesses, Abolqasemi 
added. 

Women’s businesses, partic-

ularly in local, community, and 
family domains, not only gener-
ate employment and income but 
also help bolster social capital, 
alleviate poverty, and preserve 
environmental resources, she 
further noted.

The SCO Women’s Forum dis-
cussed current issues related 
to women’s roles in public and 
political leadership, their par-
ticipation in economic develop-
ment, and new opportunities in 
the context of digital transfor-
mation.

Representatives of govern-
ment agencies from SCO mem-
ber states, international organi-
zations, and civil society, as well 
as experts, women entrepre-
neurs, and women’s movement 
leaders, participated in the fo-
rum.

Women’s economic, social 
empowerment

The administration pays spe-
cial attention to empowering 
women in social and economic 
areas, as well as improving their 
access to social services and 
facilities through implementing 
certain national programs.

According to Zahra Beh-
rouz-Azar, the Vice-President 
for Women and Family Affairs, 
more than 2,700 female manag-
ers were appointed in the coun-
try as deputy ministers, director 

generals, deputy director gen-
erals, governors, district gov-
ernors, and heads of research 
institutes in the past two years.

“President Masoud Pezeshki-
an’s administration has always 
highlighted the importance of 
national unity and empower-
ing women. As a result, for the 
first time, we have Sunni female 
governors in the country,” IRNA 
quoted Behrouz-Azar as saying 
in August 2025.

The official went on to say 
that in Iranian year 1403 (2024 
– 2025), efforts were made to 
identify and address harmful 
issues to women, including the 
bill on the elimination of vio-
lence against women, the hijab, 
and women riding motorcycles. 
Moreover, the vice-presidency 
for women and family affairs 
has offered loans and other fa-
cilities for childbearing.

Iran has always focused on 
programs that empower wom-
en, particularly those who are 
heads of household, economi-
cally and socially. Actions tak-
en by the country have always 
aimed to promote women’s sta-
tus by observing the principles 
of the constitution and Islamic 
teachings, she further noted.

Referring to the country’s re-
markable achievements in edu-
cation, health, science, technol-
ogy, and entrepreneurship, she 
underscored the prominent role 
of Iranian women in these fields, 
Mehr news agency quoted Beh-
rouz-Azar as saying in Novem-
ber 2024.

The official further said the 
seventh National Development 
Plan has stressed the need to 
overcome barriers to women’s 
professional development. Ac-
cordingly, the current admin-
istration has put supporting 
women’s entrepreneurship and 
home business growth on the 
agenda despite unfair sanctions.

TEHRAN – Minister of Science, Research, and 
Technology, Hossein Simaei-Sarraf, and Turk-
ish Minister of National Education, Yusuf Tekin, 
have explored ways to enhance scientific, re-
search, and educational cooperation.

The officials met on the sidelines of the 
7th Turkey Educational Technologies Summit 
(known as TETZ 2026), which was held in Is-
tanbul from June 26 to 28.

Conducting joint research projects, exchang-
ing students and professors, and promoting 
educational interaction were among highlight-
ed issues, IRNA reported.

The Turkish official condemned US-Israeli 
attacks on Iran and expressed Turkey’s solidar-
ity with the country, noting that, unfortunately, 
Muslims have failed to produce enough scien-
tific articles on human rights, and the Western 
perspective of human rights has become a tool 
for powerful nations to put pressure on op-
pressed ones, rather than serving justice.

For his part, Simaei-Sarraf said even in legal 
wars, it is essential to observe ethical, human-
itarian principles, and international norms. 
However, the US-Israeli imposed assaults tar-
geted Iranian universities and schools, mar-
tyring hundreds of students, professors, and 
members of the country’s scientific commu-
nity.

The Iranian minister also held a meeting with 
Mehmet Akif Kirecci, President of Economic Co-
operation Organization Institute (ECOEI), msrt.
ir reported.

During the meeting, Kirecci expressed the 
ECOEI’s readiness for the development of ed-
ucational cooperation in the artificial intelli-
gence (AI) sector with Iran, noting that ECOEI 
activities mostly focus on emerging technolo-
gies.

The two sides highlight the expansion of 
scientific collaborations through exchanging 
professors and students, holding collabora-
tive educational workshops, implementing 
research projects, supporting technological 
initiatives, and utilizing evolving educational 
technologies like AI.

Previously, Simaei-Sarraf met the Pakistani 
Minister of State for the Ministry of Federal 
Education and Professional Training, Wajiha 
Qamar, who proposed that the two countries 
establish a joint scientific working group.

Iran’s high scientific capacity

Simaei-Sarraf delivered a speech at the TETZ 
2026, highlighting the country’s high scientific 
and research capacities despite sanctions.

Despite illegal sanctions, Iran secures first 
place in cognitive sciences among Islamic na-
tions and ranks ninth globally in advanced 

materials. Numerous prestigious Iranian uni-
versities and institutions are included in in-
ternational rankings. These accomplishments 
underscore the country’s scientific capabilities, 
IRIB quoted Simaei-Sarraf as saying, address-
ing the TETZ.

Iran serves as a great opportunity to invest 
in higher education and modern technologies. 
The country has one of the largest higher ed-
ucation systems in the region, with more than 
three million students and over seventy thou-
sand faculty members and researchers.

Highlighting that the rapid development of 
emerging technologies, including AI, is funda-
mentally transforming human relationships 
and higher education systems around the 
world at an unprecedented pace, Simaei-Sar-
raf said that effective use of smart technolo-
gies requires the establishment of a system 
based on algorithmic transparency, education-
al justice, accountability, protection of learners’ 
rights, and responsible data governance.

According to science minister, cultural and 
social requirements need to be institution-
alized in the design and deployment of these 
technologies, which will help pave the way to 
promote social trust, facilitate the use of smart 
education, and its acceptance without posing 
data governance risks at national and interna-
tional levels.

The official went on to say that the devel-
opment of smart education requires the en-
hancement of synergy, the exchange of exper-
tise, and the utilization of shared capacities of 
countries more than ever. He expressed hope 
that the summit would lay the basis for the 
expansion of academic ties, the exchange of 
knowledge, and the development of collabo-
rative initiatives in the smart education sector, 
which would in turn expand higher education 
at national, regional, and global scales.

TETZ 2026 is taking place as a globally fo-
cused AI-driven EdTech event. The internation-
al summit has brought together global lead-
ers and stakeholders to explore how Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) can transform education and 
how it can be used for peace, humanity and 
common tomorrows.

TEHRAN - The 17th International Seminar on 
Polymer Science and Technology (ISPST 2026) 
will be held from November 17 to 19, 2026.

Jointly organized by Amirkabir University of 
Technology (Tehran Polytechnic) and the Iran 
Polymer Science and Engineering Society, the 
event will provide a platform for research-
ers and industry professionals to present and 
discuss the latest scientific and technological 
advances in the field of polymer science, IRNA 
reported.

The seminar will focus on three special 
themes: the application of artificial intelligence 
in polymers, advanced high-value-added poly-
mers, and the circular economy in polymer sci-
ence.

The conference will also feature presenta-
tions and discussions across a broad range of 
specialized topics, including biopolymers; bio-
compatible polymers and tissue engineering; 
polymers, the environment, and sustainable 
development; polymer blends, composites, and 
nanocomposites; polymer physics and physical 
chemistry; polymer fibers, films, and mem-
branes; polymer synthesis and characteriza-
tion; rheology and polymer processing; emerg-
ing applications of polymers; resins, adhesives, 
and coatings; smart and functional polymers; 
polymerization processes; as well as modeling 
and simulation.

The seminar is expected to bring together 

leading academics, researchers, and industry 
experts to exchange knowledge, foster col-
laboration, and explore innovative solutions to 
current challenges and future opportunities in 
polymer science and technology.

In January, the national document for the 
development of advanced material science and 
technology was unveiled.

Approved by the Supreme Council of the 
Cultural Revolution in the Iranian year 1403 
(March 2024 – March 2025), President Masoud 
Pezeshkian signed and declared the document 
on December 25, 2025, IRNA reported.

The national document acts as a compre-
hensive roadmap for the promotion of ad-
vanced materials in the country. It aims to im-
prove Iran’s position in the global science and 
technology arena and contributes to achieving 
sustainable development goals.

Improving the country’s ranking in science 
and technology, particularly advanced ma-
terials and modern techniques for materials 
processing, enhancing the export of knowl-
edge-based products in the advanced materi-
als sector, boosting productivity and lowering 
environmental impacts of Iranian-made prod-
ucts, improving the quality of life and enhanc-
ing social impact, and completing the value 
chain with an approach to reducing raw mate-
rial sales are among the main objectives of the 
document.
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TEHRAN- The second edition 
of the “Kheimeh Honar” (“Tent 
of Art”) Ashura gathering com-
menced at the City Theater com-
plex in Tehran on Sunday.

The event opened with a pow-
erful performance of traditional 
percussion instruments from 
Southern Iran by the Avaye Sahel 
group. Hadi Lashkari, a performer 
of the Dammam, highlighted that 
these instruments are among 
the most significant symbols of 
mourning music and funeral rites 
in Southern Iran, forming a core 
part of the regional musical iden-
tity.

The opening day featured a di-
verse array of performances, in-
cluding a regional music ensem-
ble from Mazandaran under the 
direction of Reza Divsalar, and a 
wind instrument orchestra. 

The program also showcased a 
vocal performance by Iranian mu-
sician Seyyed Mohsen Hosseini, a 
traditional Pardeh-khani (literally, 
reading aloud from the screen/
from the curtain) session depict-
ing the “Arrival of the Imam in 
Karbala” by Mohammad Reza Ma-
juni, and a tazieh, Iranian passion 
play portraying the martyrdom 
of Hazrat Abbas (AS), directed by 
Hossein Zamani.

Building on the success of its in-
augural edition, which was hosted 

at the Rudaki Open-Air Theater, 
“Tent of Art” has evolved into a 
vibrant platform for cultural ex-
pression and spiritual reflection. 
The initiative by the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance aims 
to unite artists and enthusiasts 
from diverse disciplines, includ-
ing music, performing arts, and 
visual arts, to pay tribute to the 
tragedy of Ashura and celebrate 
Islamic heritage through creative 
expression.

The event commemorates the 
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS), 

the third Imam and grandson of 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and 
his 72 loyal companions. This his-
torical occurrence remains one of 
the most dramatic and significant 
events in Islamic history, symbol-
izing sacrifice, faith, and resis-
tance. 

The second edition of the gath-
ering is organized by the Deputy 
for Cultural and Artistic Affairs of 
the Ministry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance, in collaboration with 
the Ministry’s Music Office, the Di-
rectorates of Visual and Perform-

ing Arts, and the Office for the De-
velopment of Artistic Education. 

Other supporting institutions 
include the Imam Reza (AS) Foun-
dation, the Iranian Performing 
Arts Association, the Iranian Mu-
sic Association, the Municipality 
of District 11 of Tehran, the Tehran 
Municipality Beautification Orga-
nization, the Rudaki Cultural and 
Artistic Foundation, the Institute 
for the Development of Contem-
porary Visual Arts, the Tehran Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art, and 
the City Theater complex.

TEHRAN – Iranian-American author Tahereh 
Mafi has revealed that Warner Bros. has se-
cured the film rights to her bestselling young-
adult dystopian “Shatter Me” series, marking a 
major milestone as the franchise approaches 
its 15th anniversary. 

Originally released in 2011, “Shatter Me” 
centers on Juliette Ferrars, a 17-year-old girl 
whose deadly touch forces her into isolation. 
Imprisoned because of her uncontrollable abil-
ity, Juliette becomes the target of a powerful 
authoritarian government known as “The Re-
establishment,” which seeks to turn her into 
a weapon. Faced with impossible choices, she 
must decide whether to submit to their control 
or fight for her own freedom.

Over the past few years, the series has ex-
perienced a dramatic resurgence in popular-
ity. The novels have sold more than 15 million 
copies worldwide and have been translated 
into over 30 languages, and published across 
38 territories, expanding into one of the most 
recognizable young-adult fantasy franchises of 
the last decade, Filmnet reported.

Mafi has stated that she drew inspiration 
from “an interest in human nature and [hu-
manity’s] ability to overcome great obstacles” 
when it came to writing the book.

“Shatter Me” is the first of a series of seven 
books along with five novellas, published from 
2011 to 2021. They have all been translated into 
Persian and released by various publishers in 
the past years.

Regarding the movie adaptation, Mafi has 
emphasized that she intends to stay closely 

involved throughout development. She said 
that preserving the heart of the story and re-
specting the fan community has always been 
her highest priority, adding that she believes 
the creative team has the potential to deliver 
a strong adaptation. As an executive producer, 
she noted that she plans to advocate for read-
ers throughout the production process.

The announcement arrives at a time when 
Hollywood has largely stepped away from the 
young-adult dystopian genre that dominated 
theaters during the 2010s with franchises such 
as “The Hunger Games,” “Divergent,” and “The 
Maze Runner”. If successful, “Shatter Me” could 
help spark renewed interest in dystopian sto-
ries for a new generation of moviegoers.

Based in Santa Monica, California, Tahereh 
Mafi, 37, is known for writing young adult fic-
tion. Mafi’s parents are immigrants from Iran. 
She identifies as Muslim.

She is the #1 New York Times bestselling, #1 
international bestselling, and National Book 
Award-nominated author of over a dozen nov-
els.

Embroidery and textile arts are rarely af-
forded significant space in museums, making 
the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia’s (IAMM) 
newly opened exhibition, “Tatreez: Reclaiming 
Palestine Through Embroidery,” a notable un-
dertaking.

The exhibition highlights the rich tradition 
of Palestinian embroidery and is accompanied 
by the publication of a book, The Straits Times 
reported.

As the museum – located in the vicinity of 
Perdana Botanical Garden in Kuala Lumpur – 
aptly notes, tatreez is more than a decorative 
art form. It is “a visual language of memory, 
identity and cultural continuity, passed down 
by the skilled hands of women who have pre-
served its patterns over centuries”.

Every part of Palestine has its own distinc-
tive cultural features, while sharing a common 
identity. It is a living archive of Palestinian his-
tory, memory and identity. 

Every stitch tells a story – of villages, fami-
lies, traditions and resilience. As the craft con-
tinues to evolve and gain international recog-
nition, tatreez remains a vibrant expression of 

Palestinian culture, connecting past and pres-
ent through the enduring language of thread.

In recent decades, tatreez has experienced 
a remarkable revival. Palestinian artists, 
designers and cultural organizations have 
worked to preserve traditional patterns while 
adapting them for contemporary fashion, ac-
cessories, and artwork.

Social media and digital archives have also 
played an important role in documenting his-
torical patterns and teaching the craft to a 
new generation.

In 2021, the embroidery tradition known as 
Palestinian tatreez was inscribed on the Rep-
resentative List of the Intangible Cultural Her-
itage of Humanity by UNESCO, recognizing its 
cultural importance and the efforts of Pales-
tinian communities to safeguard the practice.

IAMM director Syed Mohamad Albukhary 
said the journey towards “Tatreez: Reclaiming 
Palestine Through Embroidery” began more 
than 15 years ago, with the museum building its 
collection through acquisitions from the Inaash 
Association in Lebanon, an organization that has 
provided vital support amid one of the world’s 

longest-running humanitarian crises. 

The collection, he added, “would not have 
been possible without the assistance of pri-
vate collectors who have for decades been 
gathering the finest examples”.

Through the exhibition and its accompa-
nying 324-page publication, Syed Mohamad 
said the museum seeks to highlight that the 
Palestinian plight extends beyond the loss of 
land and lives, as “their identity and heritage 
are also endangered”.

For centuries, tatreez has served as a visual 
language through which Palestinian women 
have expressed identity, history, social status, 
and connection to the land. 

The origins of tatreez can be traced back 
hundreds, and possibly thousands, of years. 
Historically, Palestinian women embroidered 
dresses, known as thobes, by hand, using pat-
terns that were unique to their villages and 
regions. These motifs often reflected local 
landscapes, agricultural life, religious beliefs, 
and community traditions.

TEHRAN- The Documentary & 
Experimental Film Center (DEFC) 
has officially unveiled the call for 
entries for the 20th edition of Iran 
International Documentary Film 
Festival “Cinema Verite”. 

Scheduled to take place in No-
vember under the leadership of 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Hamidi Moghaddam, this edition 
is poised to serve as an intersec-
tion of artistic expression and so-
cial inquiry, Mehr reported. 

This year’s edition aims to pro-
vide greater analytical depth than 
its predecessors, integrating specialized 
panels with elites, filmmakers, and research-
ers to explore the influence of national and 
global crises on the language of documenta-
ry cinema, with a particular emphasis on the 
historic, truth-bearing role of filmmakers 
during the Ramadan War, the report added. 

The festival’s structural framework is ex-
pansive, featuring a diverse array of com-
petitive sections. The National Competition 
will highlight creative Iranian works that 
explore the intricate layers of contemporary 
life, while the prestigious Shahid Avini Award 
continues its tradition of honoring films that 
embody the spiritual and humanistic values 
of resistance and justice. 

Furthermore, a dedicated competitive sec-
tion titled “Iran” will focus on national nar-
ratives of resilience, and a separate Student 
Film Competition will seek to identify and 
support emerging talents who bring a fresh, 
innovative perspective to the cinematic me-
dium.

On a global scale, the International Compe-
tition acts as a mirror to world cinema, pro-
viding a multi-vocal platform for narratives 
that engage with the complexities of human 
existence across various cultural and lin-
guistic landscapes. This section is dedicated 
to works that address global humanitarian, 
social, and environmental crises through the 

lens of justice and freedom. 

Complementing these competitions, the 
international non-competitive program will 
offer a curated look at global cinema, in-
cluding a special focus on the documentary 
landscape of Spain, portraits of influential 
personalities, and Realism films that dissect 
significant historical and geopolitical events.

Beyond the screen, the festival will extend 
its reach through the “Documentary Gaze” 
photography competition, an interdisciplin-
ary project that challenges photographers 
to move beyond the single image and create 
narrative “frame sequences” that can inspire 
the documentary filmmaking process. This 
intellectual rigor is further supported by a 
series of research and educational events, 
including specialized workshops, interdis-
ciplinary panels, and the “DocTalks” forum, 
which facilitates a direct dialogue between 
filmmakers and critics.

The window for participation opens on July 
11, with online registration and the uploading 
of works commencing on that date. The sub-
mission period will remain open until Sep-
tember 5. As it enters its second decade, Cin-
ema Verité remains committed to welcoming 
creative and form-breaking voices, aspiring 
to reflect a free and honorable Iran through 
the pursuit of cinematic truth.

TEHRAN – The Persian trans-
lation of the play “DNA” by Den-
nis Kelly has been released in the 
bookstores across the country.

Translated by Mehrangiz 
Ghahremani, the play has been 
brought out by Ghatreh Publica-
tion, Mehr reported.

When a group of teenagers’ bul-
lying of another student goes too 
far, they are left with an unplanned 

death [Adam] on their conscience. 
The mixed-up group panic and de-
cide to cover up their involvement 
in Adam’s death. However, when 
they realize their deception has 
worked and actually brings peace 
to their confused lives, how do they 
move forwards? 

The teenagers split into two 
camps when they realize that their 
actions have framed an innocent 
man for their crime. But is this 

enough of an incentive to put right 
their wrong? And what happens 
when the presumed dead come 
back to life? 

Kelly’s 21st-century play for 
young people calls society’s re-
sponse to cruelty, bullying, peer 
pressure and pack mentality into 
question. Are these behaviors soci-
etal and learned, or are they inher-
ent in us all?

The main themes of the play are 
bullying, gang membership, social 
responsibility, morality, and lead-
ership.

Dennis Kelly is a British writer 
and producer. He has worked for 
theater, television, and film. His 
play “DNA,” published in 2007 and 
first performed in 2008, became a 
core set-text for GCSE in 2010 and 
has been studied by approximately 
400,000 students each year.
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Blessed is the man who always kept the life after death in 
his view, who remembered the Day of Judgment through all 
his deeds, who led a contented life and who was happy with 

the lot that Allah had destined for him.

Imam Ali (AS)
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