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TEHRAN — As the 
United States continues 
to launch airstrikes in-
side Iran in direct viola-
tion of a recent interim 
agreement with Tehran, 
Iranian armed forces 
have delivered a strong 
military response, tar-
geting American mili-
tary bases and assets 
across the Persian Gulf region and wider 
West Asia. 

American forces targeted civilian in-
frastructure across several Iranian prov-
inces into Friday, including the destruc-
tion of the maritime control tower at 
Chabahar’s Shahid Kalantari Port, killing 
eight people. The multi-province bom-
bardment, which stretched from late 
Thursday into early Friday morning, pri-
marily struck the infrastructure-heavy 
coastal and border regions of Hor-

mozgan, Bushehr, Sistan and Baluches-
tan, Khuzestan, and Lorestan. 

Nearly 3,470 people in Iran were killed 
during the first phase of the joint US-Is-
raeli war. A Pakistani-mediated cease-
fire on April 8 paused the war that had 
begun on February 28. Now officials say 
a further 38 civilians have been killed 
and more than 400 injured in US at-
tacks since fighting resumed following 
the June 22 meeting in Switzerland with 
the aim of advancing a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) reached between 

Tehran and Washington 
days earlier. 

The latest escalation 
directly follows threats 
by President Donald 
Trump to target Iran’s 
critical civilian infra-
structure, including 
transportation net-
works and power grids. 

The maritime control 
tower in Chabahar was struck for the 
third time by US warplanes on Friday 
morning, causing its complete collapse. 
Chabahar holds immense strategic sig-
nificance as Iran’s only deep-water port 
with direct access to the Arabian Sea and 
the Indian Ocean, bypassing the Strait of 
Hormuz entirely. This gateway serves as 
a critical alternative trade route for Iran, 
gaining further significance as the US at-
tempts to reimpose a naval blockade on 
Iranian ports.  Page 3

Iranian armed forces deal 
‘crushing’ blows to US 

military bases in West Asia 
in response to Washington’s 

‘war crimes’

Iran clinch record ninth 
sitting volleyball world title

TEHRAN - Iran’s men’s sitting volleyball 
team once again underlined their status 
as the sport’s dominant force, defeating 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 3-1 in the final of 
the Sitting Volleyball World Championships 
in Hangzhou to secure a record-extending 
ninth world title.

The championship match, held on Friday 
in Hangzhou, saw Iran produce another 
commanding display under head coach 
Hadi Rezaei. The Iranians team won the 
match 3-1 (25-21, 25-20, 20-25, 25-16) in 
the final match. 

Guided by Hadi Rezaei, Iran not only 
lifted the world crown but also secured 
qualification for the Los Angeles 2028 
Paralympic Games. For a team already 
regarded as a global powerhouse, this 
latest triumph was another emphatic 
statement: Iran remain the undisputed 
kings of men’s sitting volleyball.

An anti-U.S. billboard featuring a burning White House is displayed on the facade of a building in Tehran’s Palestine Square.
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Iran’s Shakibaei makes 
history with Asian Cadet 
Judo gold

TEHRAN - Iranian judoka Mahsa Shakibaei etched 
her name into the history books by becoming the 
country’s first-ever Asian Cadet Judo champion.

Competing in the women’s -52kg category at 
the Asian Cadet Judo Championships in Jordan, 
Shakibaei produced a flawless run to claim the 
gold medal. She opened her campaign with a vic-
tory over Ergasheva Kumushbibi of Uzbekistan 
before defeating Sham Almawardi of Syria to book 
her place in the final.

In the gold medal bout, Shakibaei overcame 
Pei-Hsien Lin of Chinese Taipei to secure the title, 
marking a historic milestone for Iranian judo as 
the nation’s first Asian cadet gold medalist.

Iranian women continue to redefine the nation’s 
sporting landscape with resilience, talent, and de-
termination. From karate and taekwondo to foot-
ball, volleyball, shooting, and swimming, they have 
earned medals on Asian and world stages while 
inspiring a new generation of athletes. Champions 
such as Sara Bahmanyar and emerging stars across 
multiple disciplines have demonstrated that dedica-
tion can overcome challenges. Every victory reflects 
years of hard work, sacrifice, and unwavering com-
mitment to excellence. As participation grows and 
young athletes dream bigger, Iranian women are 
proving that success knows no boundaries, carrying 
their country’s colors with pride and leaving a lasting 
mark on international sport.

Israel failing to repair 
brutal reputation 
among Americans

By staff writer 

TEHRAN- Finally, the extremism and crim-
inality exercised by Israel are backfiring and 
are causing concern among the regime’s of-
ficials. 

Israel, especially through the policies of its 
ultra-hardliners, has caused the regime to 
lose support among Americans, including the 
conservative youth. 

Enjoying unwavering American backing for 
decades, officials in Israel have been commit-
ting numerous crimes against Palestinians. 
The Israeli genocidal war on Gaza, which be-
gan after Oct. 7, 2023, has awakened the peo-
ple across the world, including Americans, to 
come to their senses.

The world has realized that Israel sees no 
limit to its crimes. Israel’s behavior toward 
Palestinian prisoners, including Dr. Hussam 
Abu Safiya, the chief of the Kamal Adwan 
hospital in Gaza, is a stain on human his-
tory.  Page 5

Persian Garden: A 
masterpiece of water 
engineering, geometry 
and beauty

If Iranian architecture is regarded as the 
embodiment of wisdom in built form, the 
Persian Garden can be seen as the expres-
sion of Iranian thought in the relationship be-
tween humanity, nature and water. 

Over more than two millennia, this tradi-
tion has influenced garden design far beyond 
Iran’s borders and remains one of the most 
remarkable achievements of Persian civi-
lization. In 2011, the Persian Garden was in-
scribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
as Iran’s thirteenth World Heritage property, 
recognizing a cultural landscape that com-
bines engineering, geometry, architecture, 
climatology and philosophy into a unified ar-
tistic and environmental system.  Page 6

Any US ground 
invasion would Put 
Kuwait, Bahrain in 
Iran’s crosshairs: MP

TEHRAN – An Iranian lawmaker has warned 
that a US ground invasion of Iran could 
prompt Tehran to launch ground operations 
against Kuwait and Bahrain.

Ahmad Bakhshayesh Ardestani, a member 
of the Iranian Parliament’s National Security 
and Foreign Policy Committee, in an inter-
view with the Iranian news outlet Entekhab, 
said that the US President Donald Trump 
had failed to adhere to the provisions of the 
Islamabad memorandum of understanding, 
particularly a clause that recognized Iran’s 
role in managing shipping arrangements 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

Bakhshayesh stated that Washington sought 
to establish an alternative maritime corridor 
through Oman to redirect commercial shipping 
and weaken Iran’s strategic leverage over the 
Strait of Hormuz during a 60-day implemen-
tation period, a move that contributed to rising 
regional tensions.   Page 2

 Iran condemns US 
strike near children’s 
cancer hospital, calls it 
a ‘war crime’

TEHRAN— Iran has accused the United 
States of committing a ‘cowardly war crime’ 
after a US strike near a children’s cancer hos-
pital in the southwestern city of Ahvaz forced 
the emergency evacuation of more than 200 
pediatric patients, intensifying international 
concern over the humanitarian impact of the 
escalating conflict.  Page 2

How did a needless 
war become Trump’s 
gravest economic 
mistake?

TEHRAN- As the United States hurtles to-
ward midterm congressional elections with 
less than four months remaining, a damn-
ing portrait emerges of an administration in 
freefall—one that has transformed cautious 
economic optimism into a self-inflicted ca-
tastrophe through reckless military adven-
turism. 

According to a comprehensive analysis by 
The New Yorker and subsequent reporting, 
President Donald Trump’s decision to bomb 
Iran has not only destabilized the West Asia 
but has systematically dismantled the very 
economic foundations that secured his 2024 
electoral victory. What began as a summer of 
celebration—complete with UFC fight nights 
at the White House and turquoise carpets in 
Turkey—has descended into a nightmare of 
soaring prices, stagnant growth, and plum-
meting public confidence.  Page 4

Why do Lebanese 
authorities insist on the 
path of surrender?

By Wesam Bahrani 

TEHRAN – Following the sixth round of 
face-to-face talks between the Lebanese and 
Israeli governments, critics continue to ques-
tion the Lebanese authorities’ approach to 
issues of occupation and sovereignty.

The two-day, U.S.-mediated direct negotia-
tions were held at the U.S. Embassy in the Ital-
ian capital Rome. According to reports citing 
unnamed U.S. officials, the two sides continued 
discussions on proposed so-called “pilot zones” 
in two areas of southern Lebanon.  Page 5

Iravani: US 
committing ‘heinous 
war crimes’ in Iran

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador and Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations 
said the US is committing “heinous war 
crimes” by the systematic targeting of the 
country’s civilian infrastructure.

In a letter to the UN Security Council and Sec-
retary-General António Guterres, Amir Saeid 
Iravani detailed American strikes between July 
8 and July 16, hitting southern provinces, coast-
al cities, and ports along the Persian Gulf and 
the Strait of Hormuz.  Page 3
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IRGC commander promises

Relentless Strikes Until Peace Returns 
to the Southern Coast



TEHRAN– Iran has sharply criticized the 
United States, Israel, and Argentina after 
the three countries voted against a series 
of United Nations General Assembly reso-
lutions addressing terrorism, human rights, 
and transnational crime, arguing that the 
pattern of voting reflects their increasing 
isolation on key multilateral issues.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
said the voting record of the three countries 
on several major UN resolutions over the 
past year was ‘revealing,’ pointing to their re-
peated opposition to measures that received 
overwhelming backing from the international 
community.

In a post on X on Thursday, Baqaei high-
lighted the General 
Assembly’s Ninth 
Review of the Unit-
ed Nations Global 
Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy, adopted 
on July 1, 2026, with 
140 votes in favor, 
3 against, and 1 ab-
stention. According 
to the official UN 
voting record, the 
United States, Is-
rael and Argentina 
were the only coun-
tries to vote against 
the resolution. The 
strategy is the UN’s 
principal framework 
for strengthening 
international co-
operation against 
terrorism while em-
phasizing respect 
for international 
law, human rights, 
and the rule of law. 

Baqaei also point-
ed to three other 

General Assembly resolutions in which the 
same three countries cast the only opposing 
votes.

The first, adopted on March 25, 2026, de-
clared the ‘transatlantic slave trade a crime 
against humanity,’ a measure backed by 
an overwhelming majority of UN member 
states.

The second, approved on December 18, 
2025, sought to strengthen international 
cooperation against trafficking in persons, 
one of the world’s most pervasive forms of 
organized crime.

The third, also adopted on December 18, 
2025, addressed the relationship between 
terrorism and human rights, reaffirming 
that counter-terrorism measures must be 
implemented in accordance with interna-
tional human rights obligations.

“Just a hint at what is what and who is 
who,” Baqaei wrote, before asking: “Aren’t 
they revealing?”

The latest vote on the Global Counter-Ter-
rorism Strategy followed weeks of difficult 
negotiations among UN member states 
over updates to the two-decade-old frame-
work. Although a broad consensus emerged 
around preserving international coopera-
tion against terrorism, Israel argued that the 
final text failed to reflect what it described 
as the changing global security environment 
following the October 2023 attacks, while 
maintaining that the strategy did not suffi-
ciently address evolving terrorist threats.

The voting pattern has drawn attention 
from diplomats and international observers 
because the United States, Israel and Ar-
gentina have increasingly found themselves 
aligned on a range of General Assembly 
resolutions in recent months. International 
media have noted that the three govern-
ments have repeatedly opposed resolutions 
that attracted overwhelming global sup-
port, including measures on slavery, tor-
ture, trafficking, humanitarian issues and 

certain human rights initiatives, while most 
European and other Western countries have 
generally chosen to abstain rather than vote 
against such texts. 

The alignment reflects the close diplo-
matic relationship among the three gov-
ernments under the administrations of US 
President Donald Trump, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, and Argentine 
President Javier Milei. International political 
analysts have described Argentina’s foreign 
policy under Milei as increasingly synchro-
nized with Washington and Tel Aviv, partic-
ularly in multilateral organizations such as 
the United Nations. While supporters argue 
that the three countries are resisting what 
they view as politically imbalanced or out-
dated UN language, critics contend that 
their repeated opposition to broadly sup-
ported resolutions has contributed to grow-
ing diplomatic isolation within the General 
Assembly. 

Iran has frequently cited these voting re-
cords to argue that Washington, Israel, and 
Argentina are increasingly at odds with the 
wider international community on issues 
related to multilateralism, international law 
and the rules-based international order. At 
the same time, the three governments claim 
that their positions reflect principled objec-
tions to the wording or substance of individ-
ual resolutions rather than opposition to the 
underlying objectives.

From page 1   The lawmaker also said Arab states 
were seeking negotiations to contain the crisis and sug-
gested that if oil prices climbed to around $110 per bar-
rel, the Bab el-Mandeb Strait could also face disruptions.

Asked whether the Strait of Hormuz could be by-
passed, Bakhshayesh acknowledged that regional coun-
tries were pursuing alternative routes, citing the United 
Arab Emirates’ efforts to expand port infrastructure. 
However, he argued that such initiatives would remain 
vulnerable because Iranian missile capabilities cover the 
surrounding region.

Commenting on speculation about a possible US at-

tempt to seize Kharg Island, Iran’s main oil export ter-
minal, Bakhshayesh said Washington might be able to 
capture the island temporarily but would be unable to 
maintain control because it lies within range of Iranian 
missile forces deployed across the country.

He concluded by warning that any US ground invasion 
of Iran could trigger a broader regional conflict.

 “If the United States launches a ground attack against 
Iran, there is a possibility that Iran would also carry out 
ground attacks against Kuwait and Bahrain,” Bakh-
shayesh said.

From page 1   Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Esmaeil 
Baqaei said the overnight strike 
targeted an area close to Shahid 
Baqaei Specialized Hospital, a 
major pediatric oncology center, 
compelling medical staff to evac-
uate 211 children receiving cancer 
treatment, including chemother-
apy patients.

In a statement posted on X, 
Baqaei described the attack as 
“barbaric,” drawing comparisons 
with Israeli strikes on healthcare 
facilities in the Gaza Strip.

 “This barbaric attack, reminis-
cent of Israel’s atrocities against 
healthcare facilities, caused se-
vere suffering and anxiety among 
hospitalized children and forced 
the emergency evacuation of 211 
patients undergoing chemothera-
py,” Baqaei said. “This constitutes 
a cowardly war crime against the 
most innocent of human beings—
children who are bravely fighting 
for their lives.”

Hospital officials said the ex-
plosion occurred only a short dis-
tance from the medical complex.

Dr. Majid Bou’azar, the hospital’s 
manager, said all 211 patients had 
to be relocated under emergency 
conditions following the strike.

“These are highly vulnerable 
patients, including children un-
dergoing cancer treatment,” he 
told Al Jazeera.

Medical staff described scenes 
of panic as doctors and nurses 
rushed critically ill children to 
safety.

“Some of the patients were on 
oxygen support and ventilators,” 
one hospital employee said. “Par-
ents were carrying children in 
their arms. Others were moved 
with intravenous lines still at-
tached or transported in wheel-
chairs.”

Hospital director Reza Bazar 
said the nearby explosions dis-
rupted the facility’s operations 
and temporarily rendered parts of 
the hospital unusable, according 
to Iran’s Fars News Agency.

The incident comes amid an 
expanding US military campaign 
that has increasingly targeted 
civilian infrastructure alongside 
military facilities.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry urged 
the international community, the 
United Nations and humanitarian 
organizations to condemn the at-
tack, arguing that strikes endan-

gering medical facilities violate 
international humanitarian law, 
including the Geneva Conventions, 
which provide special protection 
for hospitals and medical person-
nel during armed conflicts.

Iranian officials argued that 
attacks placing healthcare insti-
tutions at risk represent serious 
violations of international law 
regardless of whether hospitals 
themselves are directly struck.

The government has repeatedly 
accused Washington of widening 
the conflict by targeting civilian 
infrastructure and warned that 
such operations threaten pros-
pects for a negotiated end to the 
war.

The latest incident has renewed 
broader international concern 
over the protection of medical fa-
cilities in armed conflict.

The World Health Organization 

(WHO) has repeatedly warned 
that attacks affecting hospitals, 
ambulances and healthcare work-
ers have devastating humanitar-
ian consequences, stressing that 
medical facilities enjoy special 
protection under international 
humanitarian law and must never 
become targets of military opera-
tions.

The International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) has likewise 
consistently emphasized that 
parties to armed conflicts are 
obligated to distinguish between 
military objectives and civilian 
infrastructure and to ensure the 
safety of hospitals and patients.

While neither organization had 
issued a specific public statement 
on the Ahvaz incident at the time 
of reporting, both have repeatedly 
called for strict compliance with 
international humanitarian law 
and the protection of healthcare 
services in conflict zones.

The reported evacuation of pe-
diatric cancer patients has also 
drawn renewed attention from 
humanitarian observers, who 
warn that interruptions to spe-
cialized treatment can place vul-
nerable children at immediate 
medical risk and have lasting con-
sequences for their recovery.

The incident adds to mount-
ing fears that continued attacks 
affecting civilian infrastructure 
and healthcare services could 
further escalate the conflict and 
complicate diplomatic efforts to 
secure a lasting ceasefire.
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Iran condemns US, Israel, and Argentina over opposition to UN 
anti-terrorism resolutions

Any US ground invasion would Put Kuwait, Bahrain in 
Iran’s crosshairs: MP

 Iran condemns US strike near children’s cancer 
hospital, calls it a ‘war crime’

TEHRAN PAPERS
In the following column, we take a look at some important 
contents and views in the Thursday Iranian newspapers.

Kayhan, in an article, examined the events 
that could follow the closure of the two stra-
tegic waterways, Bab al‑Mandab and the Strait 
of Hormuz. According to Kayhan, the conver-
gence of security threats in these two strate-
gic chokepoints would push global trade into 
a new phase—one in which rising transporta-
tion costs, disruptions in oil exports, pressure 
on the Suez Canal, and the spread of crisis to 
major world economies would be only part of 
the potential consequences of a simultaneous 
shutdown of these vital passages. Moreover, 
the closure of both straits would effectively 
disable Saudi Arabia’s most important alterna-
tive route for bypassing the Strait of Hormuz. 
Under such conditions, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
China, and major energy‑importing econo-
mies such as Europe, India, Japan, and South 
Korea would be among the main victims, and 
the scope of the crisis would expand from a 
regional conflict into a widespread global eco-
nomic crisis.

Iran: Washington’s dream; shifting the bal‑
ance after the war

The Iran newspaper analyzed the goal be-
hind the new round of US pressure and mil-
itary aggression against Iran. It wrote that 
the main US objective at this stage is not 
merely to start a new conflict, but to dis-
rupt the balance that emerged during the 
40‑day war. During that period, Iran—rely-
ing on offensive capability, social support, 
its geopolitical position, and especially the 
leverage of the Strait of Hormuz—managed 
to raise the cost of continuing the war for 
the US and its allies, thereby imposing a new 
deterrent balance on the crisis. This balance 
forced Washington to retreat from some of 
its initial goals and move toward the Islam-
abad understanding. From this perspective, 
recent attacks and threats should be seen as 
an attempt to test the durability of that bal-
ance—an effort to assess whether Iran can 
still use its strategic levers to impose costs 
on the other side. For Trump, displays of 
power are not only a tool of pressure but also 
a means of repairing his damaged credibility.

Donya‑e‑Eqtesad: Maximum pressure is a 
failed policy

Donya‑e‑Eqtesad addressed the US’s un-
successful policy toward Iran. For nearly half 
a century, Washington has treated “maximum 
pressure” as a strategic doctrine, yet the result 
has been nothing but failure. The core assump-
tion of this policy is clear: sanctions, isolation, 
sabotage, and military pressure will eventually 
eliminate Iran’s power. But this never hap-
pened. Iran remains a decisive actor in geopo-
litical equations. The recent war provided the 
latest opportunity to test the maximum pres-
sure strategy. The US calculation was that suf-
ficient pressure on Tehran would either force 
it into compromise or cause its collapse. But 
Iran did not become an obedient actor, nor did 
its political system fall. Although maximum 
pressure weakened parts of Iran’s defensive 
capacity, it did not turn Iran into an insignifi-
cant player. The outcome is a country that has 
been harmed but has become more resilient 
against external pressure—and more inclined 
toward China and Russia.

Sazandegi: A war against the Persian Gulf

Sazandegi offered another perspective on 
the Iran–US conflict in the Persian Gulf, argu-
ing that what is happening around the Strait 
of Hormuz and the strategic waterways of the 
Persian Gulf is not merely a military or secu-
rity issue—it could become an environmental 
crisis with long‑term consequences for all 
coastal states. But the issue is not only the en-
vironment; it is security itself. The Persian Gulf 
is now the intersection of competition among 
Iran, the US, Israel, Arab states, and emerging 
powers. Each actor speaks of energy security 
and balance of power, yet all ignore one reality: 
pollution recognizes neither borders nor pow-
er rivalries. Perhaps the greatest geopolitical 
mistake today is imagining that security can 
be preserved without protecting the environ-
ment. War can be halted with a ceasefire, but 
pollution cannot. The Persian Gulf today needs 
cooperation more than warships, because no 
defense system can contain the threat that 
arises from environmental destruction.

What happens if both Bab al‑Mandab and the 
Strait of Hormuz are closed?  

TEHRAN - In a landmark announcement 
during the 47th session of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee on Friday, in Paris, the 
Prehistoric Sites of the Khorramabad Valley 
were officially inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. 

This marks a historic first for Iran -- the 
first time a cluster of sites primarily repre-
senting the Paleolithic period has received 
this prestigious recognition -- and a trans-
formative moment for the global archaeolog-
ical community.

Dr. Ata Hassanpour, Director General of Lo-
restan Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts, emphasized the significance of the 
nomination. He explained to Tehran Times 
that “the dossier was prepared by a multi-
disciplinary team of archaeologists, tourism 
experts, and heritage professionals from key 
institutions including the Iranian Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, the Office for the Inscrip-
tion, Preservation and Revitalization of In-
tangible and Natural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts (IMCHTH), the Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts Office (CHTH) of Lo-
restan, Shahid Beheshti University, and the 
National Museum of Iran.”

He added: “Situated in the heart of the 
western Zagros Mountains, the Khorram-
abad Valley has long served as a cultural and 
ecological corridor linking Mesopotamia, the 
Iranian Plateau, and Central Asia. Its dramatic 
karstic landscape is home to caves, rock shel-
ters, and archaeological sites that preserve 
a continuous sequence of human occupation 
spanning more than 60,000 years, from the 
Paleolithic through the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, 
and Bronze Age.”

Dr. Jebrael Nokandeh, General Director of 
the National Museum of Iran, welcomed the 
UNESCO inscription and underscored the 
museum’s active role in the nomination pro-
cess: “The National Museum of Iran takes 
great pride in contributing to this historic 
achievement, particularly in the preparation 
of the UNESCO nomination dossier for these 
remarkable prehistoric sites.” He noted that in 
2024, the museum selected key artifacts from 
Yafteh Cave, Kunji Cave, Gar Arjeneh, Ghamari 
Cave, and Tappeh Abdol Hossain to support 
the creation of a new Prehistoric Gallery and 
the redesign of the Historical Gallery at the 

Lorestan Archaeology 
Museum. 

The exhibition, in-
augurated in Sep-
tember 2024 in the 
presence of the ICO-
MOS evaluator, Dr. 
Hatice Pamir, high-
lights cultural tran-
sitions across thou-
sands of years in 

the Khorramabad Valley. Dr. Nokandeh also 
emphasized that archaeologists from the 
museum’s Paleolithic Department played a 
direct role in the scientific documentation of 
the caves for the nomination. He concluded: 
“With this inscription, the Khorramabad Val-
ley stands as a globally recognized reference 
point for the preservation and interpretation 
of Iran’s Paleolithic heritage and the wider 
prehistoric landscape of the Zagros.”

Professor John D. Speth, Emeritus Profes-
sor of Anthropology and Curator Emeritus 
at the University of Michigan, who excavated 
Kunji Cave in 1969, stated to Tehran Times:

“The addition of Iran’s Khorramabad Val-
ley Paleolithic Cave sites to UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List is truly wonderful news and sig-
nificant recognition of their importance for 
understanding the origins and global spread 
of anatomically and behaviorally modern 
humans. Archaeological, fossil, and genetic 
evidence converge to indicate our species—
modern humans or Homo sapiens—first 
emerged in sub-Saharan Africa ca. 300,000 
years ago, spreading into Asia and Europe 
after about 65,000 years ago. Well-watered 
regions like the Levant, Anatolia, and the re-
source-rich highlands of Khorramabad Valley 
became critical homelands for these arrivals. 
As our ancestors expanded into Eurasia, they 
encountered, interbred with, perhaps fought, 
and ultimately replaced Eurasia’s native in-
habitants—Neanderthals, Denisovans, and 
other ‘archaic’ populations. This period of 
encounter and interaction is among the most 
pivotal in human history. One of the most pre-
cious records of these foundational events 
is spectacularly preserved in Khorramabad’s 
caves.” 

He added warmly, “I am deeply honored 
that our 1971 work at Kunji Cave—document-
ing its rich Middle Paleolithic layers alongside 
later Chalcolithic and Bronze Age burials—
contributed to this dossier. To see it recog-
nized as a component of Iran’s first Paleolith-

ic World Heritage Site fills me with profound 
pride. This milestone also rekindles cherished 
memories of Khorramabad’s majestic valleys 
and the enduring kindness and hospitality of 
the Lur people who welcomed us half a cen-
tury ago.”

Dr. Fereidoun Biglari, Head of the Paleolithic 
Department at the National Museum of Iran, 
who contributed to the UNESCO nomination 
and led recent excavations at Ghamari Cave, 
one of the key sites in the Khorramabad Val-
ley, underscored the scientific value of the 
newly inscribed sites: “All five caves and rock 
shelters display strong evidence of Middle 
Paleolithic occupation, offering crucial data 
on Neanderthal lifeways, including their ma-
terial culture, subsistence strategies, and 
potential interactions with early Homo sapi-
ens, who entered the Zagros region around 
45,000 years ago. These sites are central to 
understanding one of the most pivotal chap-
ters in human evolutionary history.”

As Dr. Mohammad Hassan Talebian, Tech-
nical and Scientific Supervisor of the dossier, 
stated: “The inscription not only celebrates 
Iran’s rich prehistoric legacy, but also reaf-
firms its growing leadership in archaeolog-
ical research and heritage protection. It sig-
nals a commitment to safeguarding sites of 
global significance and sharing their stories 
with the world — now and for generations 
to come.” He concluded, “The Khorramabad 
Valley stands as a global reference point for 
early human history, offering a model for the 
preservation and interpretation of prehistoric 
cultural landscapes.”

Among the valley’s most significant sites 
is Yafteh Cave, revealing some of the re-
gion’s earliest evidence of symbolic behavior 
by Homo sapiens. Equally notable, Ghamari 
Cave preserves remains from Neanderthal 
occupation followed by Chalcolithic pastoral 
communities, offering critical data on shift-
ing human populations and evolving cultures 
in Southwest Asia. 

TEHRAN - Iran’s tourism minister, Seyyed 
Reza Salehi-Amiri, paid a visit to the Great Wall 
of Gorgan on Thursday, where he inaugurated 
construction on the site’s first official visitor 
information center, which is regarded as a key 
milestone toward the wall’s eventual nomina-
tion for UNESCO World Heritage status.

Located in the village of Qaleh-Jiq-e Bozorg 
in Golestan province, the new center aims to 
promote historical awareness, support cul-
tural tourism, and lay the groundwork for in-
ternational recognition of this ancient Sasani-
an-era marvel.

“The Great Wall of Gorgan is not only a phys-
ical monument but a living testimony to the 
ingenuity and civilizational depth of the Irani-
an people,” Salehi-Amiri said during the visit. 
“This initiative reflects our strategic commit-
ment to preserve and elevate our heritage, 
while making it accessible to both domestic 
and international audiences.”

The visitor center, spanning a 
900-square-meter piece of land with a 
332-square-meter structure, is being con-
structed with inspiration from Sasanian mil-
itary architecture. It is designed to integrate 
research, conservation, education, and tour-
ism services. 

Planned features include film and lecture 
halls, archaeology exhibits, photo and doc-
ument galleries, handicraft stalls, cultur-
al product shops, as well as prayer and tea 
rooms, offering visitors a rich experience of 
the site.

Accompanying the minister on the visit 
were Golestan Governor-General Ali-Asghar 
Tahmasebi, parliamentary representative Ab-
doljallal Eiri, and provincial heritage chief Fe-
reydoun Fa’ali, along with other local officials.

The Great Wall of Gorgan, also known as the 
“Red Snake” due to its distinctive red bricks, 

stretches nearly 200 kilometers across 
northeastern Iran from the Caspian Sea to the 
Pishkamar Mountains. Constructed during the 
Sasanian Empire, it is the second-longest con-
tinuous defense wall in the world after China’s 
Great Wall, and an unparalleled example of 
ancient Iranian engineering.

Archaeologists believe the wall served as 
a strategic defense line against northern in-
cursions, likely by nomadic groups such as the 
White Huns, while safeguarding a key corridor 
of the Silk Road. With over 30 forts spaced at 
regular intervals, supported by an intricate 
water management system, it represents one 
of the most complex and ambitious frontier 
fortifications of its time.

“The wall is a vital link in the broader story 
of the Silk Road and an architectural achieve-
ment that underscores Iran’s role as a bridge 
between civilizations,” the minister added.

In recent years, Iran’s Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage has prioritized archaeological re-
search, emergency restoration, digital doc-
umentation, and community engagement to 
prepare the site for global recognition. The 
launch of the visitor center in Qaleh-Jiq-e 
Bozorg is expected to mark a pivotal step in 
these efforts.

“This project helps transform a once-over-
looked monument into a hub of cultural ex-
change and national pride,” Salehi-Amiri con-
cluded.

Also known as the Gorgan Wall, this mas-
sive fortification is believed to have been built 
in the 5th or 6th century CE. It includes a so-
phisticated array of mudbrick and fired-brick 
constructions, forts, and water canals. It is 
one of the most important surviving military 
structures of the ancient world and stands as 
a testament to the engineering prowess of the 
Sasanian Empire.

Tourism minister visits Great Wall of 
Gorgan in northern Iran 
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21/4/1404تاریخ                                                   7789/04/55شماره نامه
AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

The Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of 
the Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 3×50000±5% MTS 
of Granular Triple Super Phosphate through one step international tender.

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from 
Wednesday dated 9/7/2025 until Tuesday dated 15/7/2025 (5 working days) from our purchasing 
committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of IRI.
Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. 
IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through 
payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30-character identification code of 
339039782263500650000000000008

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on 
Saturday dated 16/8/2025 (During official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th

floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Sunday dated 17/8/2025
at 14:00 with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 
1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).

1- The bid bond value should be at € 568004 or in equal value of that in any other foreign 
currencies, except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential 
commodities on CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 30/6/2025 for each lot of 50000
MTS ± 5% in bank guarantee.

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid 
bond for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% will be IRR 189,243,589,281 which must be only 
submitted by the bidders.

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous 
and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and http://iets.mporg.ir or contact 
us by phone no. 00982188776325. 
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TEHRAN — Iran exported nearly 
9.0 billion cubic meters of natural 
gas in 2024, maintaining a steady 
presence in regional energy mar-
kets despite shifting global dy-
namics and a competitive export 
landscape, the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) said.

According to OPEC’s latest fig-
ures, Iran shipped 8.967 billion 
cubic meters of gas last year, with 
Turkey remaining its key custom-
er. While the volume reflects a 
30 percent year-on-year decline 
from 2023’s 12.927 billion cubic 
meters, Iran’s continued role as a 
supplier highlights the country’s 
resilience amid broader market 
changes.

Elsewhere, global gas flows 
saw significant realignments. 
Russia, formerly the world’s top 
gas exporter, ranked third in 2024 
with 159 billion cubic meters—
down 34 percent compared to 

2021, the year before its war with 
Ukraine.

The United States, meanwhile, 
boosted its natural gas exports 
by 16 percent since 2021, reaching 
218 billion cubic meters in 2024. 
Qatar followed with 162 billion 
cubic meters, marking a 1 billion 
cubic meter increase from the 
year before and securing its po-
sition as the world’s second-larg-
est exporter.

Iran’s export performance 
comes as the country continues 
to strengthen energy cooperation 
with neighbors and position itself 
for a larger role in future regional 
gas trade.

Iran’s gas diplomacy remains 
vibrant. Under a March 2024 
agreement, the country pledged 
to export some 50 mcm per day 
to Iraq—totaling around $6.0 bil-
lion annually 

Alongside steady gas exports 
to Turkey, this cements Iran’s role 
as a keystone regional energy 
partner. Officials further empha-
sized that Tehran’s energy ties 
remain strictly commercial and 
reliable, not subject to political 
fluctuations.

Iran has also explored broad-
er export horizons: plans for a 
pipeline to Oman propose annual 
exports of 28 bcm over 15 years, 
while the Turkmenistan transit 
deal boosts Iran’s role as a vital 
cross Caspian energy corridor 

With sustained production 
around 245 bcm and significant 
capacity tied to South Pars, Iran 
is well-positioned to both meet 
soaring domestic and export de-
mand. National projections even 
suggest gas production rising to-
ward the equivalent of 5.4 million 
barrels per day by 2024—sup-
ported by IMF-backed estimates.

TEHRAN — Iran will offer 30 mining invest-
ment packages worth a combined 180 trillion 
rials (approximately $360 million) to the pri-
vate sector by the end of the current Iranian 
year (late March 2026), a senior official said 
on Monday.

Mohammad Aghajani, head of the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development 
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), said 
the initiative includes the transfer of 270 ex-
ploration licenses grouped into investment 
blocks of 10 to 15 permits each.

Speaking to IRNA, Aghajani explained that 
a new framework for private sector par-
ticipation in mineral exploration has been 
established under Article 48 of the Seventh 
National Development Plan. It mandates the 
Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade to fa-
cilitate technical and financial partnerships 
with the private sector in promising explora-

tion zones.

The proposed investment structure allo-
cates a 60 percent stake to private compa-
nies and 40 percent to the government, a 
model designed to reduce the financial risk 
for auction winners in the high-cost explora-
tion sector.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $510 million to Afghanistan 
during the first quarter of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-June 21), according 
to the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said that Afghanistan was 
Iran’s fifth top non-oil export destination in 
the mentioned three-month period.

In early May, Payam Baqeri, deputy head of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), said that 
strengthening economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan will contribute to 
regional stability and create a framework for 
sustainable partnerships.

He made the comments at a conference 
on Iran-Afghanistan trade opportunities, 
emphasizing the Chamber’s commitment to 

laying the ground-
work for enduring 
commercial ties 
between the two 
neighboring coun-
tries.

“Iran and Afghan-
istan can build a 
win-win partner-
ship by leveraging 

their respective resources and capabilities,” 
Baqeri said. “Iran’s advanced industrial infra-
structure and access to global markets, com-
bined with Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fer-
tile land, and young labor force, make them 
natural economic partners.”

Baqeri highlighted the shared linguistic, 
cultural, and historical bonds between the 
two countries, describing them as a strong 
foundation for economic growth, trade ex-
pansion, and durable relations. He added that 
expanding bilateral trade would support sta-
bility in the region and benefit future gener-
ations.

“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is 
positive and promising,” he said, noting that 
official data indicates a significant increase 
in trade volume between the two countries 
in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the 
Chamber’s role as a proactive facilitator of 
trade relations and strategic partnerships. 
He said the Chamber is committed to resolv-
ing trade barriers through dialogue with gov-
ernments and enhancing commercial inter-
action by expanding business networks and 
holding joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of 
joint ventures across various economic sec-

tors and said the Chamber was working with 
educational institutions to help train a skilled 
workforce in both countries.

“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-look-
ing perspective, is ready to participate in 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, mining, agri-
culture, energy, and engineering projects,” 
Baqeri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to 
serve as a model for regional cooperation: “A 
partnership grounded in shared history and a 
vision for a better future can become a last-
ing and constructive alliance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Tal-
iban-led government on April 30, Iranian 
Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh said Iran is ready to export technical 
and engineering services in agriculture to 
Afghanistan.

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy 
agriculture minister in the meeting that the 
necessary infrastructure and capacity exist 
to transfer agricultural expertise and know-
how to Afghan professionals. He noted that 
Iran and Afghanistan share deep-rooted cul-
tural and historical ties and continue to seek 
closer cooperation in various fields.

TEHRAN — A member of Iran’s parliamentary Energy 
Committee has praised oil and gas sector workers for their 
round-the-clock efforts to safeguard key energy infra-
structure and maintain uninterrupted production during 
the recent 12-day conflict, describing them as being on the 
“front lines” of the country’s economic resilience.

Seyed Esmaeil Hosseini said the performance of engi-
neers, managers, and technical staff in the oil, gas, petro-
chemical, water, and power sectors highlighted their vital 
role in maintaining energy security and protecting the in-
dependence of the national economy.

“Through faith and national commitment, these pro-
fessionals once again proved they are among the most 
valuable assets of the Islamic Republic,” Hosseini said, 
according to state broadcaster IRIB. “Their unwavering 
dedication ensured the continuity of energy production 
amid threats and conflict — a clear testament to their 
deep-rooted sense of duty to the country.”

Hosseini extended his appreciation to the ministers of 
oil and energy, along with the heads of affiliated compa-

nies, for their leadership and sacrifices during the conflict. 
He emphasized that defending and maintaining vital in-
frastructure under wartime conditions revealed the sec-
tor’s critical importance to national stability.

Given Iran’s geopolitical exposure, Hosseini urged the 
Oil and Energy Ministries to sustain a high level of read-
iness in anticipation, prevention, response, and rapid re-
construction of infrastructure to minimize the country’s 
energy vulnerability.

“The enemy will not hesitate to strike whenever it per-
ceives weakness,” he said. “It is vital that these ministries 
uphold maximum preparedness in safeguarding national 
energy infrastructure.”

Hosseini concluded by expressing hope that Iran’s ener-
gy sector — long considered a driving force of the national 
economy — will continue to thrive as a symbol of national 
pride and power. “I pray for the health and success of all 
those working in this vital sector, whose efforts fuel our 
progress and elevate our sovereignty,” he said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
rose 19,863 points to 2.709 million 
on Monday, which is the third day of 
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important 
one. The other three ones are Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of the Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEO) has said 
that the capital market’s share in the 
national financing system is going to 
increase to 50 percent over the next 

five years, positioning it as a key en-
gine of economic activity, employ-
ment, and industrial growth.

Hojatollah Seyedi said the orga-
nization’s 14th development plan 
includes targeted measures to stim-
ulate production, starting with fiscal 
incentives embedded in the national 
budget.

He outlined two additional pil-
lars of the government’s production 
strategy: implementation of the Law 
on Supporting Production and a five-
part economic development plan 
currently being drafted by the Plan-
ning and Budget Organization (PBO).

Seyedi said new investment funds 

have been created within the cap-
ital market to support production, 
including Murabaha bonds aimed at 
financing small- and medium-sized 
enterprises.

He said the Securities and Ex-
change Organization is targeting a 
“50-50” financing model, balanc-
ing bank loans and capital market 
resources, over a four- to five-year 
horizon. “Initial public offerings in 
project-based companies have al-
ready begun, and infrastructure for 
Murabaha bond issuance is in place,” 
he said, noting a surge in applica-
tions from producers seeking bond 
issuance licenses.

TEHRAN — Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) is rolling out a revamped 
stabilization package aimed at improving 
liquidity and investor confidence following 
recent market volatility, the Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE) chief said on Monday.

Mahamoud Goudarzi, head of the TSE, said 
a series of coordination meetings between 
regulators, stakeholders, and capital market 
institutions have paved the way for a gradual 
market recovery. The updated plan includes 
continued direct support for listed stocks, 
enhanced fund and portfolio management, 

the use of derivatives such as put options 
and futures, and regulatory reforms.

“This package is part of our efforts to shift 
the market from volatility toward a phase of 
equilibrium and ultimately growth,” Goudarzi 
told IRNA, adding that in recent sessions, the 
market showed signs of stabilization after a 
turbulent 12-day period marked by geopolit-
ical tensions.

Goudarzi explained that the market’s pri-
orities have evolved from asset protection 
during the crisis to enhancing liquidity last 
week, and now to reinforcing price stability.
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ECONOMY Iran exports nearly 9b cubic 
 meters of natural gas in 2024 

Iran to offer $360m in private mining 
investment packages by Mar. 2026

Iran’s non-oil export to Afghanistan 
 stands at $510m in a quarter

Oil industry workers praised as pillars  
of Iran’s economic resilience

TEDPIX gains 19,800 points on Monday

SEO unveils new stabilization  
package amid market recovery
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AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY

The Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of 
the Ministry of Jihad-Agriculture of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 3×50000±5% MTS 
of Granular Triple Super Phosphate through one step international tender. 

All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from 
Wednesday dated 9/7/2025 until Tuesday dated 15/7/2025 (5 working days) from our purchasing 
committee (located at the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of IRI.
Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 with SHEBA no. 
IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through 
payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30-character identification code of 
339039782263500650000000000008 

The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on 
Saturday dated 16/8/2025 (During official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th

floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Sunday dated 17/8/2025
at 14:00 with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 
1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 

1- The bid bond value should be at € 568004 or in equal value of that in any other foreign 
currencies, except US dollars, based on the Telegraphic Transfer rate of the basic and essential 
commodities on CBI's ETS website, www.fxmarketrate.cbi.ir, on 30/6/2025 for each lot of 50000 
MTS ± 5% in bank guarantee. 

2- The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid 
bond for each lot of 50000 MTS ± 5% will be IRR 189,243,589,281 which must be only 
submitted by the bidders. 

3- After approval of ASSC's Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous 
and definite outstanding claims as the bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and http://iets.mporg.ir or contact 
us by phone no. 00982188776325. 
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TEHRAN — Iran exported nearly 
9.0 billion cubic meters of natural 
gas in 2024, maintaining a steady 
presence in regional energy mar-
kets despite shifting global dy-
namics and a competitive export 
landscape, the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) said.

According to OPEC’s latest fig-
ures, Iran shipped 8.967 billion 
cubic meters of gas last year, with 
Turkey remaining its key custom-
er. While the volume reflects a 
30 percent year-on-year decline 
from 2023’s 12.927 billion cubic 
meters, Iran’s continued role as a 
supplier highlights the country’s 
resilience amid broader market 
changes.

Elsewhere, global gas flows 
saw significant realignments. 
Russia, formerly the world’s top 
gas exporter, ranked third in 2024 
with 159 billion cubic meters—
down 34 percent compared to 

2021, the year before its war with 
Ukraine.

The United States, meanwhile, 
boosted its natural gas exports 
by 16 percent since 2021, reaching 
218 billion cubic meters in 2024. 
Qatar followed with 162 billion 
cubic meters, marking a 1 billion 
cubic meter increase from the 
year before and securing its po-
sition as the world’s second-larg-
est exporter.

Iran’s export performance 
comes as the country continues 
to strengthen energy cooperation 
with neighbors and position itself 
for a larger role in future regional 
gas trade.

Iran’s gas diplomacy remains 
vibrant. Under a March 2024 
agreement, the country pledged 
to export some 50 mcm per day 
to Iraq—totaling around $6.0 bil-
lion annually 

Alongside steady gas exports 
to Turkey, this cements Iran’s role 
as a keystone regional energy 
partner. Officials further empha-
sized that Tehran’s energy ties 
remain strictly commercial and 
reliable, not subject to political 
fluctuations.

Iran has also explored broad-
er export horizons: plans for a 
pipeline to Oman propose annual 
exports of 28 bcm over 15 years, 
while the Turkmenistan transit 
deal boosts Iran’s role as a vital 
cross Caspian energy corridor 

With sustained production 
around 245 bcm and significant 
capacity tied to South Pars, Iran 
is well-positioned to both meet 
soaring domestic and export de-
mand. National projections even 
suggest gas production rising to-
ward the equivalent of 5.4 million 
barrels per day by 2024—sup-
ported by IMF-backed estimates.

TEHRAN — Iran will offer 30 mining invest-
ment packages worth a combined 180 trillion 
rials (approximately $360 million) to the pri-
vate sector by the end of the current Iranian 
year (late March 2026), a senior official said 
on Monday.

Mohammad Aghajani, head of the Iranian 
Mines and Mining Industries Development 
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), said 
the initiative includes the transfer of 270 ex-
ploration licenses grouped into investment 
blocks of 10 to 15 permits each.

Speaking to IRNA, Aghajani explained that 
a new framework for private sector par-
ticipation in mineral exploration has been 
established under Article 48 of the Seventh 
National Development Plan. It mandates the 
Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade to fa-
cilitate technical and financial partnerships 
with the private sector in promising explora-

tion zones.

The proposed investment structure allo-
cates a 60 percent stake to private compa-
nies and 40 percent to the government, a 
model designed to reduce the financial risk 
for auction winners in the high-cost explora-
tion sector.

TEHRAN- Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $510 million to Afghanistan 
during the first quarter of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-June 21), according 
to the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said that Afghanistan was 
Iran’s fifth top non-oil export destination in 
the mentioned three-month period.

In early May, Payam Baqeri, deputy head of 
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), said that 
strengthening economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan will contribute to 
regional stability and create a framework for 
sustainable partnerships.

He made the comments at a conference 
on Iran-Afghanistan trade opportunities, 
emphasizing the Chamber’s commitment to 

laying the ground-
work for enduring 
commercial ties 
between the two 
neighboring coun-
tries.

“Iran and Afghan-
istan can build a 
win-win partner-
ship by leveraging 

their respective resources and capabilities,” 
Baqeri said. “Iran’s advanced industrial infra-
structure and access to global markets, com-
bined with Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fer-
tile land, and young labor force, make them 
natural economic partners.”

Baqeri highlighted the shared linguistic, 
cultural, and historical bonds between the 
two countries, describing them as a strong 
foundation for economic growth, trade ex-
pansion, and durable relations. He added that 
expanding bilateral trade would support sta-
bility in the region and benefit future gener-
ations.

“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is 
positive and promising,” he said, noting that 
official data indicates a significant increase 
in trade volume between the two countries 
in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the 
Chamber’s role as a proactive facilitator of 
trade relations and strategic partnerships. 
He said the Chamber is committed to resolv-
ing trade barriers through dialogue with gov-
ernments and enhancing commercial inter-
action by expanding business networks and 
holding joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of 
joint ventures across various economic sec-

tors and said the Chamber was working with 
educational institutions to help train a skilled 
workforce in both countries.

“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-look-
ing perspective, is ready to participate in 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, mining, agri-
culture, energy, and engineering projects,” 
Baqeri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to 
serve as a model for regional cooperation: “A 
partnership grounded in shared history and a 
vision for a better future can become a last-
ing and constructive alliance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Tal-
iban-led government on April 30, Iranian 
Agriculture Minister Gholamreza Nouri Ghe-
zeljeh said Iran is ready to export technical 
and engineering services in agriculture to 
Afghanistan.

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy 
agriculture minister in the meeting that the 
necessary infrastructure and capacity exist 
to transfer agricultural expertise and know-
how to Afghan professionals. He noted that 
Iran and Afghanistan share deep-rooted cul-
tural and historical ties and continue to seek 
closer cooperation in various fields.

TEHRAN — A member of Iran’s parliamentary Energy 
Committee has praised oil and gas sector workers for their 
round-the-clock efforts to safeguard key energy infra-
structure and maintain uninterrupted production during 
the recent 12-day conflict, describing them as being on the 
“front lines” of the country’s economic resilience.

Seyed Esmaeil Hosseini said the performance of engi-
neers, managers, and technical staff in the oil, gas, petro-
chemical, water, and power sectors highlighted their vital 
role in maintaining energy security and protecting the in-
dependence of the national economy.

“Through faith and national commitment, these pro-
fessionals once again proved they are among the most 
valuable assets of the Islamic Republic,” Hosseini said, 
according to state broadcaster IRIB. “Their unwavering 
dedication ensured the continuity of energy production 
amid threats and conflict — a clear testament to their 
deep-rooted sense of duty to the country.”

Hosseini extended his appreciation to the ministers of 
oil and energy, along with the heads of affiliated compa-

nies, for their leadership and sacrifices during the conflict. 
He emphasized that defending and maintaining vital in-
frastructure under wartime conditions revealed the sec-
tor’s critical importance to national stability.

Given Iran’s geopolitical exposure, Hosseini urged the 
Oil and Energy Ministries to sustain a high level of read-
iness in anticipation, prevention, response, and rapid re-
construction of infrastructure to minimize the country’s 
energy vulnerability.

“The enemy will not hesitate to strike whenever it per-
ceives weakness,” he said. “It is vital that these ministries 
uphold maximum preparedness in safeguarding national 
energy infrastructure.”

Hosseini concluded by expressing hope that Iran’s ener-
gy sector — long considered a driving force of the national 
economy — will continue to thrive as a symbol of national 
pride and power. “I pray for the health and success of all 
those working in this vital sector, whose efforts fuel our 
progress and elevate our sovereignty,” he said.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of the Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
rose 19,863 points to 2.709 million 
on Monday, which is the third day of 
the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, and the most important 
one. The other three ones are Iran 
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of the Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEO) has said 
that the capital market’s share in the 
national financing system is going to 
increase to 50 percent over the next 

five years, positioning it as a key en-
gine of economic activity, employ-
ment, and industrial growth.

Hojatollah Seyedi said the orga-
nization’s 14th development plan 
includes targeted measures to stim-
ulate production, starting with fiscal 
incentives embedded in the national 
budget.

He outlined two additional pil-
lars of the government’s production 
strategy: implementation of the Law 
on Supporting Production and a five-
part economic development plan 
currently being drafted by the Plan-
ning and Budget Organization (PBO).

Seyedi said new investment funds 

have been created within the cap-
ital market to support production, 
including Murabaha bonds aimed at 
financing small- and medium-sized 
enterprises.

He said the Securities and Ex-
change Organization is targeting a 
“50-50” financing model, balanc-
ing bank loans and capital market 
resources, over a four- to five-year 
horizon. “Initial public offerings in 
project-based companies have al-
ready begun, and infrastructure for 
Murabaha bond issuance is in place,” 
he said, noting a surge in applica-
tions from producers seeking bond 
issuance licenses.

TEHRAN — Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) is rolling out a revamped 
stabilization package aimed at improving 
liquidity and investor confidence following 
recent market volatility, the Tehran Stock Ex-
change (TSE) chief said on Monday.

Mahamoud Goudarzi, head of the TSE, said 
a series of coordination meetings between 
regulators, stakeholders, and capital market 
institutions have paved the way for a gradual 
market recovery. The updated plan includes 
continued direct support for listed stocks, 
enhanced fund and portfolio management, 

the use of derivatives such as put options 
and futures, and regulatory reforms.

“This package is part of our efforts to shift 
the market from volatility toward a phase of 
equilibrium and ultimately growth,” Goudarzi 
told IRNA, adding that in recent sessions, the 
market showed signs of stabilization after a 
turbulent 12-day period marked by geopolit-
ical tensions.

Goudarzi explained that the market’s pri-
orities have evolved from asset protection 
during the crisis to enhancing liquidity last 
week, and now to reinforcing price stability.
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ECONOMY Iran exports nearly 9b cubic 
 meters of natural gas in 2024 

Iran to offer $360m in private mining 
investment packages by Mar. 2026

Iran’s non-oil export to Afghanistan 
 stands at $510m in a quarter

Oil industry workers praised as pillars  
of Iran’s economic resilience

TEDPIX gains 19,800 points on Monday

SEO unveils new stabilization  
package amid market recovery
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GRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY 
 

 
Further to Tender Notice no.483124 published in Tehran Times and Savalan on 
30/6/2026 and Etellat and Iran Daily on 1/7/2026, please be advised that the terms 
and conditions of tender for the purchase of 3×50000±5% MTS of Granular 
Triple Super Phosphate (GTSP) will be available from Saturday dated 18/7/2026 
until Monday dated 20/7/2026 again. 
All qualified and interested companies that were unable to obtain the tender 
documents are invited to receive them from our purchasing committee (located at 
the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).  
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with 
remittance bill of IRI. Rials 1,200,000 to ASSC's account no. 4001039704005791 
with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at the Central Bank of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran through payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 
30-character identification code of 339039782263500650000000000008. 
 
The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing 
offers latest on Saturday dated 15/8/2026 (During official working hours) to our 
security office, located on the 8th floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of 
the envelops will be on Sunday dated 16/8/2026 at 10:00 a.m. with the presence 
of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 1, fourth 
alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran). 
                                                 
Other terms and conditions remain unchanged. 

 
For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and 
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325. 

 
 

Public Relations and International Affairs of Agricultural Support Services Company 
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 From Page 1   Simultaneous-
ly, US aircraft targeted six bridg-
es in Hormozgan’s Khamir County 
during the early hours of Friday, 
severely damaging key trans-
port routes linking Bandar Abbas, 
Bandar Khamir, and Lar, alongside 
arterial roads running through 
Latidan, Kahorestan, Keshar, and 
Maru village. According to the Hor-
mozgan Governor’s Office, seven 
people were killed in the bridge 
attacks. 

Further compounding the lo-
gistics blitz, a railway branch sta-
tion in Bandar Abbas was struck 
shortly after midnight. Provincial 
officials noted that the station is 
located away from residential ar-
eas and sustained limited infra-
structural damage.

The coordinated highway and 
railway bridge strikes appear ex-
plicitly designed to isolate Bandar 
Abbas—Iran’s primary maritime 
trade hub—from transit links 
leading into the country’s central 
region toward the capital, Tehran. 
While alternative domestic supply 
lines remain operational, the hos-
tile US strikes appear aimed at ex-
panding further, clearing aiming to 
disrupt the movement of essential 
goods needed for Iranian people. 

Reports of aggression extended 
across multiple fronts. Governor 
Mohammad Mozaffari confirmed 
that Bushehr came under two dis-
tinct US attacks within hours. In 
Khuzestan Province, Deputy Gov-
ernor Valiollah Hayati stated that 
American forces attacked posi-
tions around the provincial capital 
of Ahvaz on Thursday night. Hayati 
noted that the full dimensions of 
the strike remain under investi-
gation. The latest escalation near 
Ahvaz follows previous US strikes 
that forced the precautionary 
evacuation of Shahid Baghaei Hos-
pital. Iran previously slammed that 
hospital attack as a “cowardly war 
crime,” and the Ahvaz Jundisha-
pur University of Medical Sciences 
confirmed the facility was tempo-
rarily taken out of service.

In western Iran, Lorestan Deputy 
Governor Saeed Pourali confirmed 
that US forces targeted an area 
in the Veysian district of Chegeni 
County on Friday, with further in-
vestigative details pending.

Iran’s retaliation

In response to the economic and 
civilian targeting, Iran has declared 
the vital Strait of Hormuz closed 
“until further notice” and at least 
until “the end of US interference in 
the region.”

Concurrently, the Islamic Rev-

olution Guards Corps (IRGC) un-
leashed heavy retaliatory salvos 
of ballistic missiles and combat 
drones against American mili-
tary installations and equipment 
across Bahrain, Kuwait, Syria, and 
Oman. On Friday, a US special op-
erations command center was di-
rectly hit at the al-Tanf garrison in 
southern Syria.

The IRGC confirmed its forces 
targeted US fighter jets and aeri-
al refueling aircraft stationed at 
forward deployment bases in Jor-
dan and Qatar. It noted that these 
regional assets were directly used 
by Washington to launch the over-
night strikes against civilian infra-
structure in southern Iran.

In three separate military com-
muniqués issued on Friday, the 
IRGC announced that the latest 
waves of Operation Nasr 2 were 
carried out in direct response to 
US war crimes committed during 
overnight attacks on civilian tar-
gets in Iran. One statement spe-
cifically addressed the Jordanian 
population, highlighting that the 
US military had relocated the for-
ward headquarters of US Central 
Command (CENTCOM) forces from 
Qatar to Al Azraq Air Base in Jor-
dan following Iran’s high-precision 
strike on Al Udeid Air Base last 
year.

The IRGC stated that the Al Az-
raq base hosts dozens of US ae-
rial refueling aircraft alongside 
F-35, F-15, and F-16 fighter jets 
utilized to launch hostile opera-
tions against Iran. According to 
the statement, US forces utilized 
these Jordanian assets on Thurs-
day night to strike civilian targets 
in Bandar Abbas, including bridges, 
residential neighborhoods, and a 
water pumping station.

In retaliation, the IRGC launched 
the 14th wave of Operation Nasr 
2, firing multiple ballistic missiles 
and numerous drones at the US 
aircraft assets in Jordan. Field re-
ports indicated that 10 aerial re-
fueling aircraft arrived at the Jor-
danian base from Europe on Friday 

morning—a deployment regional 
observers state indicates that ex-
isting refueling tankers stationed 
at the base were successfully neu-
tralized during the overnight Irani-
an counterstrikes.

The IRGC also confirmed its 
forces executed a heavy, surprise 
bombardment against the US-op-
erated Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar.

“The American enemy and the 
hosts of its bases in the region 
should know that crossing the red 
lines and attacking civilians and 
civilian infrastructure will carry a 
very harsh and devastating price,” 
warned the IRGC. “Should the en-
emy continue this course, even 
more crushing responses are on 
the way—responses that will be 
remembered in the history of war-
fare.”

In its third statement, the IRGC 
announced the launch of the 15th 
wave of Operation Nasr 2, con-
firming that its Ground Force suc-
cessfully destroyed an American 
HIMARS launcher and its missile 
cache in Kuwait.  

This coincides with field reports 
indicating that precision missile 
strikes targeted the headquarters 
of an anti-Iran Kurdish separatist 
group in the Zarkwezlah area near 
Sulaymaniyah Province in Iraq’s 
Kurdistan Region. Local sources 
reported that eight members of 
the group were killed in the strike.

IRGC vows to continue ‘effec-
tive’ strikes

Vowing a sustained defense 
of the nation, Brigadier General 
Seyyed Majid Mousavi, the Com-
mander of the IRGC Aerospace 
Force, issued a stern warning on 
Friday.

“Our effective and targeted fir-
ing from all over Iran at the enemy 
will continue until calm returns 
to the southern coastline and the 
Strait of Hormuz,” he said. 

He stressed that there is no 
strategic difference between the 
capital and the south of the coun-
try, and that any aggression on 

them will be treated equally. “Our 
view is that land is land; Tehran to 
the south are unified for Iran.” 

US war quagmire 

From the standpoint of interna-
tional law, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran possesses an inherent and un-
deniable right to self-defense un-
der Article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter. The ongoing American mil-
itary actions are a flagrant violation 
of the 14-point memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed on June 
17, which was specifically drafted 
to anchor the Pakistan-mediated 
ceasefire on April 8. 

By unilaterally breaching this 
MoU and aggressively targeting 
non-military assets, the United 
States has shattered the legal 
framework governing the pause 
in hostilities. Consequently, Iran’s 
surgical strikes against American 
military hubs hosting hostile air-
craft across West Asia represent 
a legitimate, proportionate legal 
response to continuous external 
aggression.

Furthermore, the deliberate tar-
geting of critical infrastructure—
including maritime traffic towers, 
transport bridges, medical facili-
ties, and civilian power grids amid 
punishing 50-degree summer 
heat—unequivocally constitutes a 
war crime under standard inter-
national humanitarian law and the 
Geneva Conventions. These actions 
are calculated to inflict collective 
punishment on a civilian popula-
tion of 90 million people by dis-
rupting food logistics, health ser-
vices, and basic electricity.

Ultimately, Washington’s ex-
panded air campaign underscores 
a profound strategic failure. During 
the initial 39 days of this conflict, 
the United States achieved ab-
solutely nothing of tactical value, 
failing entirely to force Tehran into 
submission or weaken its regional 
posture. By attempting to mask 
this failure with malicious strikes 
on civilian infrastructure, the 
United States has only managed 
to widen the theater of war while 
leaving its regional assets exposed 
to sophisticated missile and drone 
technology.

By pushing this conflict beyond 
the boundaries of the original 39-
day war, Washington has walked 
into a strategic quagmire. With Iran 
maintaining ironclad control over 
the Strait of Hormuz “until further 
notice,” the US will find itself facing 
immense consequences, leaving 
its military strategy with eggs on 
its face and its regional presence 
completely compromised.

From Page 1  “Owing to the Security Coun-
cil’s continued failure to act, the United States 
continues its acts of aggression against the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iran and 
perpetrates heinous war crimes against the 
Iranian people in blatant violation of the Char-
ter of the United Nations, and international law, 
in particular international humanitarian law,” 
Iravani said. 

He said American attacks targeted Bandar 
Abbas, Bushehr, Ahvaz, Chabahar, Konarak, 
Jask, Sirik, Iranshahr, Abu Musa Island, Greater 
Tunb Island, and in the early hours of July 16, the 
cities of Shiraz, Khorramabad, Semnan, Urmia, 
and Hamedan.

The letter stipulated that the bombings 
caused extensive damage to ports, transporta-
tion networks, communications facilities, logis-
tics hubs, radar installations, coastal defense 
systems, and “other infrastructure indispens-
able to the civilian population.”

Dozens of people in Iran have lost their lives 
in the latest wave of US attacks.

Civilians, emergency responders, firefighters, 
park rangers, and fishermen are among those 
who have been killed. 

Iravani pointed to President Donald Trump’s 
public statements, including a threat to strike 
Iran’s bridges and power plants.

Iran’s UN envoy underscored Trump’s admis-
sion regarding the bombardment of the coun-
try’s nuclear facilities, “If I wasn’t around, or 
Bibi (Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu) wasn’t around, especially the combination, 
... they would have had a nuclear weapon within 
two weeks had I not hit them with a nuclear.”

“This statement exposes the dangerous 

mindset of the US president, reflecting utter 
contempt for the Charter of the United Nations, 
international law, and the most fundamental 
principles of humanity,” Iravani stressed. 

Iravani urged the Security Council to “take 
immediate and effective measures to put an 
end to the US aggression, and to ensure ac-
countability for all severe violations by the 
United States.”

“As long as the United Nations, in particular 
the Security Council, fails to fulfill its respon-
sibilities for the maintenance of international 
peace and security, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will continue to exercise all its rights under 
international law in order to protect its sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, people, and vital in-
terests,” he stated.

The United States and Israel began their ag-
gression against Iran on February 28. During 
39 days of war, which was paused by a Paki-
stani-mediated ceasefire on April 8, they killed 
thousands of people most of them civilians. 

The US has also violated a 14-point memo-
randum of understanding signed on June 17.

Iran has conducted retaliatory strikes against 
US military bases in the Persian Gulf region.

TEHRAN – The presence of American forces is 
the main cause of instability in the entire West 
Asia region, the spokesman for Iran’s armed forc-
es told IRIB news. 

“The reason for insecurity in the Strait of Hor-
muz is the presence of Americans. If the countries 
of the region join hands with Iran, we will not al-
low any insecurity in the region,” Brigadier General 
Abolfazl Shekarchi said. 

Citing international law, he said territorial wa-
ters extend up to 12 nautical miles from coastlines, 
and only Iran and Oman have coastlines along the 
strait. Therefore, management of the waterway 
must be carried out by these two countries.

“America has come from thousands of kilome-
ters away and has no legal right to interfere in the 
Strait of Hormuz,” he stated.

He noted that Iran’s presence in the Strait of 
Hormuz is solely aimed at ensuring the security 
of commercial shipping, oil tankers, and vessels, 
he said.

“The United States is trying to create insecurity 
by interfering in maritime routes and imposing its 
will on international vessels, while the Islamic Re-
public has acted to establish security,” Shekarchi 
pointed out.

He said since the Americans declared the 

ceasefire, their drone flights over the Persian Gulf 
and the Strait of Hormuz have not stopped for a 
single day, demonstrating their continued hostile 
approach.

“The main factor of insecurity in the Persian 
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz is America, not the 
Islamic Republic of Iran,” the spokesman of the 
Iranian armed forces said. 

He urged regional countries not to allow their 
territory to be used for American military aggres-
sion against the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

“If the Muslim countries of the region do not 
place their skies, coasts, and logistical facilities at 
the disposal of the aggressor US army, many se-
curity problems will disappear,” he said.

He made clear that Iran will never retreat on 
the issue of managing the strategic waterway and 
that the situation will not return to what it was 
before the war that was launched by the US and 
Israeli on February 28.

He added that Iranian armed forces are at full 
readiness for any possible scenario and capable 
of continuing the fight for months or even years 
if necessary.

Shekarchi stressed that if the US targets Iran’s 
infrastructure, all regional infrastructure will be-
come legitimate targets for the Islamic Republic.

TEHRAN – Tehran’s interim Friday prayer lead-
er, Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Javad Haj Ali Akbari, 
said Iran views the Strait of Hormuz as its most 
effective strategic instrument for retaliating 
against the United States and Israel, while declar-
ing that negotiations with Washington had effec-
tively come to an end.

Speaking during Friday prayers in Tehran, Haj 
Ali Akbari said the recent nationwide public mobi-
lization demonstrated the resilience of the Islamic 
Republic and reflected broad public support for 
the country’s leadership. He described calls for re-
taliation over the killing of the “martyred leader” 
and other Iranian victims as a legitimate national 
demand grounded in both Islamic principles and 
deterrence.

He outlined four stages of retaliation: bringing 
those responsible for attacks against Iran to jus-
tice, removing US military bases from the region, 
eliminating Israel, and ending US global domi-
nance. He argued that both Washington and Israel 
were entering a period of strategic decline.

Accusing the United States of violating its com-
mitments under the Islamabad memorandum of 

understanding, Haj Ali Akbari said Washington 
had recognized Iran’s right to manage the Strait 
of Hormuz but later abandoned the agreement by 
launching attacks on Iranian infrastructure and 
civilian facilities.

“The negotiations and the memorandum of un-
derstanding are over,” he said. “From now on, the 
relationship between Iran and the United States 
will be determined by the military power of the 
Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic.”

Describing the Strait of Hormuz as a “divine 
blessing” and a symbol of Iran’s national resis-
tance, Haj Ali Akbari said the strategic waterway 
serves not only Iran’s economic and security in-
terests but is also “the best means” for taking re-
venge against the United States and Israel.

He further asserted that the Strait of Hormuz 
would not return to its previous status under any 
circumstances and would remain under Iranian 
management.

The cleric also urged regional countries to use 
the current situation to free themselves from ‘US 
domination,’ saying the moment offered an oppor-
tunity for greater regional independence.

Former Iranian FM urges regional  
dialogue to end West Asia crisis

Former Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Salehi called on regional countries to aban-
don the “blame game” and pursue dialogue 
to resolve the Middle East crisis. Speaking 
at Egypt’s National Day reception in Tehran 
on Thursday, Salehi said the Islamic Repub-
lic seeks regional peace, stability, and pros-
perity rather than escalating tensions. He 
stressed that misunderstandings between 
nations should be resolved through diplo-
macy and noted that Iran, alongside Egypt, 
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and 
other partners, is working to find a peaceful 
solution to the current crisis.

China, Pakistan urge immediate Iran-US 
ceasefire, return to dialogue

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and 
Pakistani Foreign Minister Muhammad 
Ishaq Dar called for an immediate cease-
fire between Iran and the United States 
and urged both sides to resume dialogue 
during talks in Shanghai on Thursday. Ac-
cording to AFP, the two ministers stressed 
the importance of honoring commitments 
under the war-termination memorandum 
of understanding. Their appeal came after 
renewed US military strikes on Iran, esca-
lating tensions, and raising concerns over 
the collapse of the agreement and growing 
regional instability.

Diplomat: Protecting independence 
 remains Iran’s core national priority

Ali Bagheri Kani, deputy for foreign policy 
and international security at Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council, said safeguarding 
the country’s independence and national 
identity remains a central legacy of the late 
leader of the Islamic Revolution. Speaking at 
a memorial ceremony in Tehran on Thursday, 
he said preserving independence is an ongo-
ing responsibility requiring vigilance against 
external threats. Bagheri Kani stressed that 
Iran must prevent adversaries from under-
mining its sovereignty through both military 
and non-military means while remaining 
committed to the principles of the Islamic 
Revolution.

Pakistan calls on US, Iran to resume 
technical talks

Pakistan on Thursday urged the United 
States and Iran to resume technical-level 
negotiations under the Islamabad memo-
randum of understanding. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Tahir Andrabi called for maxi-
mum restraint, saying dialogue and diplo-
macy remain the only path to lasting peace. 
He described the Islamabad MoU as a du-
rable framework for reducing tensions and 
advancing regional stability.

Control of Hormuz Strait has become a  
national demand: Army 

Iran Army spokesman Brigadier General 

Mohammad Akraminia said strategic con-
trol of the Strait of Hormuz has become a 
national demand, stressing that the armed 
forces will defend Iran’s position. He said 
the US must respect Iran’s legal framework 
for managing the waterway, warning that 
the strait would remain closed until such 
arrangements are accepted. Akraminia also 
cautioned regional countries against allow-
ing foreign military bases to be used for op-
erations against Iran.

US MQ-9 drone intercepted, destroyed 
over Andimeshk

The Islamic Revolution Guard Corps an-
nounced that a US MQ-9 drone has been 
intercepted and destroyed in the skies over 
Andimeshk.

Oil prices climb with Hormuz closure, 
uncertainty in Red Sea

Oil prices have risen by about 2 percent as 
the US and Iran exchange tit-for-tat attacks 
across the Gulf, with shipping threatened by 
a potential Red Sea closure on top of the re-
stricted traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.

Brent crude futures rose by $1.53, or 1.82 
percent, to $85.76 a barrel by 09:51 GMT. 
US West Texas Intermediate futures gained 
$1.69, or 2.14 percent, to $80.64.

Both benchmarks have climbed nearly 13 
percent this week, with Brent on track for a 
third consecutive weekly gain and WTI set 
for its second.
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Relentless strikes until peace returns to 
the southern coast

Iravani: US committing  
‘heinous war crimes’ in Iran

Iran declares US presence the sole cause of 
instability in the Strait of Hormuz

Hormuz Strait is Iran’s ‘most effective tool’ 
for retaliation, cleric says

IRGC commander promises
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From economic promise to 
self-inflicted disaster 

At the dawn of 2026, the 
Trump administration appeared 
to be riding a wave of cautious 
optimism. Despite widespread 
fears that his blanket tariffs 
would trigger a recession, the 
U.S. economy had demonstrated 
surprising resilience. GDP grew 
at a respectable 2.1% in 2025, 
and inflation in January stood 
at a manageable 2.4%—bare-
ly above the Federal Reserve’s 
target. Artificial intelligence in-
vestments were fueling stock 
market records, with technology 
giants pouring billions into chips, 
servers, and software. In the first 
quarter alone, these expendi-
tures added approximately 1.3 
percentage points to annualized 
GDP growth. Seasoned econo-
mists like Joseph LaVorgna, then 
a Treasury Department coun-
selor, spoke confidently of “very 
strong disinflationary growth” 
on national television.

Yet this optimism, as the re-
ports devastatingly document, 
rested on the thinnest of foun-
dations—and was obliterated 
entirely by Trump’s reckless de-
cision to coordinate with Israel in 
bombing Iran. The consequences 
were immediate and catastroph-
ic: crude oil prices skyrocketed 
from roughly $70 to over $110 per 
barrel, while average gasoline 
prices nationwide surged from 
under $3 to $4.50 per gallon. 
Fertilizers, plastics, and count-
less other petroleum-dependent 
products saw their costs spiral 
upward. In a single stroke, Trump 
transformed an economy show-
ing genuine promise into a land-
scape of hardship for millions of 
American families.

The reports quote LaVorg-
na, who left the administration 
in March, describing this as a 
“self-induced supply shock”—a 
stunning indictment of presiden-
tial incompetence. “The problem 
is this war,” he told CNBC bluntly. 
“From a forecasting perspective, 

it changed things, and changed 
things monumentally.” This is not 
the language of partisan criti-
cism; it is the sober assessment 
of a veteran Wall Street econo-
mist who served in the very ad-
ministration he now condemns.

Desperate distractions and 
hollow deflections 

The human cost of Trump’s 
folly is written in the stark sta-
tistics of public opinion. Accord-
ing to recent polling data, only 
32% of Americans approve of his 
economic performance, with his 
inflation-handling approval sink-
ing to an abysmal 27%. A Harris 
poll reveals that 57% of respon-
dents believe the economy is 
worsening—not improving. Even 
among self-identified Republi-
cans, barely a quarter express 
optimism. These figures repre-
sent nothing less than a political 
death spiral for a president who 
rode the cost-of-living crisis to 
victory just two years prior.

The reports painfully illus-
trate how Trump’s attempts at 
distraction have only deepened 
his humiliation. The sudden 
emergence of “Freedom Fuel” 
stations in Philadelphia—offer-
ing discounted gasoline through 
mysterious benefactors—rep-
resents a pathetic attempt to 
manufacture good news. Even 
the White House has been forced 
to deny involvement, suggesting 
this initiative may be the work of 
panicked donors or supporters 

desperately trying to salvage 
an increasingly hopeless situa-
tion. Similarly, Trump’s Red Scare 
tactics—branding Democrats 
as “communists” at the nation’s 
250th anniversary celebration—
reveal a leader with no substan-
tive answers, only hollow rheto-
ric from the last century.

Perhaps most damning is the 
administration’s frantic diplo-
matic maneuvering with Iran. 
After initiating a war that desta-
bilized global energy markets, 
Trump was forced to negoti-
ate a conditional ceasefire and 
memorandum of understanding 
to reopen the Strait of Hormuz. 
When that fragile agreement 
collapsed, gasoline prices imme-
diately began climbing again—
exposing the profound instability 
that his impulsive decision-mak-
ing has unleashed. Even before 
the latest price increases, Trump 
had been reduced to complaining 
publicly that gas prices hadn’t 
fallen as much as oil prices, ac-
cusing major companies of price 
gouging. This is not leadership; 
it is the desperate flailing of a 
commander-in-chief who cannot 
control the consequences of his 
own actions.

The economic damage extends 
beyond the gas pump. The Feder-
al Reserve, constitutionally man-
dated to ensure price stability, 
now faces the prospect of raising 
interest rates—the very policy 
Trump had hoped to avoid. Nine 

of eighteen Fed policymakers an-
ticipate at least one rate hike by 
year’s end, a development that 
would further burden American 
families with higher borrowing 
costs. Even Kevin Warsh, the Re-
publican financier handpicked by 
Trump to chair the central bank, 
has publicly acknowledged the 
need to contain inflation. When 
even your own appointees con-
cede the gravity of the crisis, the 
pretense of competence collaps-
es entirely.

What makes this tragedy 
particularly unforgivable is its 
avoidability. The crisis of afford-
ability that propelled Trump to 
victory in 2024—the very issue 
he promised to solve—has been 
exacerbated by his own policies. 
Heavy tariffs on imported goods 
and a needless war have inflict-
ed suffering on the very work-
ing-class Americans who placed 
their trust in him. The “futile war” 
with Iran, as the news agency re-
port accurately characterizes it, 
represents not a necessary de-
fense of American interests but 
a reckless gamble that has back-
fired monumentally.

As the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics prepares to release its June 
Consumer Price Index—expected 
to show inflation falling below 
4% due solely to temporary gas 
price declines—Trump may at-
tempt to claim a hollow victory. 
But ordinary Americans know 
better. They are not fooled by 
one-month fluctuations; they 
see grocery prices that remain 
painfully high, essential goods 
that continue to strain house-
hold budgets, and a president 
who seems more interested in 
hosting UFC matches and brand-
ing opponents as “communists” 
than in addressing their daily 
struggles.

The verdict is clear and damn-
ing: Donald Trump’s needless 
war with Iran stands as his most 
profound economic blunder—a 
self-inflicted wound that has be-
trayed the trust of the American 
people and exposed the danger-
ous emptiness of his leadership.

TEHRAN- Ahmad Meidari, Minister of Co-
operatives, Labor and Social Welfare, at the 
12th BRICS Labor and Employment Ministers’ 
meeting hosted by India, said: We declare our 
protest against warmongering to the whole 
world from this meeting. 

Ahmad Meidari, at the 12th BRICS Labor and 
Employment Ministers’ meeting hosted by In-
dia, addressed the UAE representative, saying: 
We were never the initiator of attacks on any 
country. Iran is a symbol of peace-seeking in 
the world, but if our soil and people are at-
tacked, we will defend ourselves with all our 
might. The Minister emphasized: Iran believes 
that the security of the Persian Gulf region 
can be ensured by us and neighboring coun-
tries together, and there is no need for inter-
ference from other countries from other parts 
of the world. 

The Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and So-
cial Welfare, at the 12th BRICS Labor and Em-
ployment Ministers’ meeting, also proposed 
designing a fair economic order in the world 
by BRICS. He also emphasized consultations 
regarding employment development and the 
necessity of resisting modern colonialism and 
establishing a fair global order. 

Ahmad Meidari, in this meeting held in Hy-
derabad, India, said: This meeting is a platform 
for exchanging national views on welfare and 
labor economics. He thanked India for hosting 
and emphasized the importance of the funda-
mental goals of the BRICS meeting. 

The Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and 
Social Welfare, also referring to the sensitive 
regional situation and the country’s confron-
tation with recent aggressions, stressed that 
the security of the Persian Gulf can only be 
ensured with the participation of neighbor-
ing countries, and stated: Iran believes there 
is no need for the presence of extra-regional 
forces in the region, and neighboring coun-
tries have full capacity to establish lasting 
stability. Stating that my country has entered 
an unwanted war, and we are mourning the 
children and innocent people and mourning 
our late leader during the recent war, he em-
phasized: I came here because I believe the 
BRICS group of countries was established for 
a great purpose. 

The Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and So-
cial Welfare, also referring to the declaration 
of the 17th BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
considered commitment to peace, peaceful 
resolution of conflicts, and establishing a just 
order as the priority of this coalition. 

Minister of Labor in a meeting with Irani-
ans residing in Hyderabad: If we do not have 
power, colonizers will once again restore era 
of domination. 

The Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and 
Social Welfare, while explaining Iran’s geo-
political position in global developments, 
considered resistance against the system of 
domination as a key factor for achieving sus-
tainable development. 

Ahmad Meidari, on the sidelines of the 
12th BRICS Labor and Employment Ministers’ 
meeting, announced: Iran, by utilizing its rich 
cultural civilization and the model of resis-
tance economy, has followed a different path 
from failed global models and will never face 
the fate of countries like Venezuela. 

During a meeting with Iranians residing in 
Hyderabad, Meidari paid tribute to the au-
thenticity, religious and revolutionary spirit, 
and entrepreneurial capabilities of his com-
patriots, praising their role in maintaining cul-
tural ties and material and spiritual support 
for the country. 

Meidari, emphasizing that Iran’s histo-

ry is the text of civilization, noted: Iran, with 
its government, order, architecture, poetry, 
and universities, reached the level of civili-
zation-building 300 years earlier than many 
nations. In comparing migrants and invaders, 
he explained: Iranian migrants in Hyderabad 
did not destroy the host country’s culture 
but contributed to its flourishing; however, 
in contrast, British occupiers with brutality 
reduced Iran’s population by half after World 
War I. Wherever Iranians have been present, 
they brought prosperity, unlike some whose 
purpose in being present is destruction.

The BRICS Labor and Employment Minis-
ters’ Meeting was successfully held in Hy-
derabad under India’s BRICS Chairship 2026, 
bringing together Ministers, Heads of Delega-
tion, representatives of BRICS member coun-
tries, workers’ and employers’ organizations, 
and knowledge partners to deliberate on key 
issues shaping the future of work.

The Meeting was convened under India’s 
Chairship theme, “Building for Resilience, In-
novation, Cooperation and Sustainability,” and 
focused on advancing collective action in the 
areas of social protection, labor market for-
malization, women’s workforce participation, 
skills development, and the use of digital 
technologies for inclusive and resilient labor 
markets.

A major outcome of the Meeting was the 
adoption of the BRICS Labor and Employment 
Ministers’ Declaration, reflecting the shared 
commitment of BRICS countries to promote 
decent work, strengthen social protection 
systems, enhance employability, support in-
clusive growth, and deepen cooperation in 
the labor and employment domain. The Dec-
laration reaffirmed the importance of South-
South cooperation, mutual learning, and prac-
tical collaboration among BRICS members in 
addressing common labor market challenges.

Under Priority 1 on Advancing Social Securi-
ty and Formalization of Labor Markets, mem-
ber states have agreed to commend the col-
lective efforts in expanding social protection 
coverage and that member shall endeavor to 
progressively expand social protection cover-
age from existing levels as per nationally de-
termined levels, based on respective circum-
stances, priorities, and capacities.

Under Priority 2 on Enhancing Women’s 
Participation and Inclusion in the Workforce, 
Member countries committed to strengthen-
ing policy frameworks that empower women 
through expanded access to skills develop-
ment, parental leave policies, and protection 
against workplace harassment and discrimi-
nation, while also working towards enhancing 
women’s representation and participation 
in leadership roles across public and private 
sectors.

Under Priority 3 on Cooperation on Em-
ployability, Skills Mapping and Development, 
Member countries took note of the ongoing 
feasibility study on International Reference 
Classification of Occupations being conducted 
by the ILO in collaboration with India, joined by 
Brazil, and encourage member states to con-
sider participation in the pilot in key sectors—
Digital, Care, and Green.

Under Priority 4 on Leveraging Digital 
Technologies for All Workers, including Gig 
and Platform Workers, Member countries 
will work together to create opportunities to 
exchange knowledge and experiences, show-
case our digital innovations, and help alleviate 
transition challenges through peer learning 
and South-South and Triangular cooperation 
with extensive consultation, joint contribu-
tion, and shared benefits.

TEHRAN- The CEO of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran Railways, in a 
meeting with the Deputy Minister of 
Transport of Tajikistan, emphasized 
the development of railway cooper-
ation and the utilization of shared 
capacities to expand transport and 
trade relations between the two 
countries. 

According to the news base of 
the Ministry of Transport and Ur-
ban Development, from the Public 
Relations of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Railways, a meeting was held 
between Jabbar Ali Zakeri, Deputy 
Minister of Transport and Urban 
Development and CEO of the Rail-
ways, and Shaista Said Moradzadeh, 
Deputy Minister of Transport of Ta-
jikistan, at the headquarters of the 
Railways.

In this meeting, Zakeri referring 
to the friendly and expanding rela-
tions between Iran and Tajikistan, 
considered the development of rail-
way cooperation as one of the im-
portant areas for strengthening the 
economic and transport relations of 
the two countries, and emphasized 
the continuation of consultations 
and joint interactions to make the 
most of existing capacities. 

He cited close cooperation among 

officials and relevant institutions in 
both countries as a basis for facili-
tating communications, developing 
exchanges, and enhancing bilateral 
cooperation.

In this meeting, Shayesteh Saeed 
Moradzadeh, Deputy Minister of 
Transport of Tajikistan, also em-
phasizing the expanding relations 
between the two countries, consid-
ered the development of railway co-
operation to have significant poten-
tial, and stressed the continuation 
of joint interactions and consulta-
tions to expand cooperation.

Shayesteh also had met Iran’s 
Minister of Transport and Urban 
Development, in Tehran on July 13, 
when they emphasized the develop-
ment of transportation, transit, and 
logistics cooperation, leveraging 
mutual capacities, and expanding 
cooperation in road, rail, air, and 
port sectors.

According to IRNA from the Min-
istry of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment, the meeting between Far-
zaneh Sadegh, Minister of Transport 
and Urban Development of Iran, 
and Shayesteh Saeed Moradzadeh, 
Deputy Minister of Transport of Ta-
jikistan, was held in the framework 
of following up on the agreements 

from the visit of the President of Ta-
jikistan to Tehran. 

In this meeting, the two sides re-
viewed the latest status of bilateral 
cooperation and discussed solu-
tions to strengthen cooperation in 
the transportation and transit of 
goods, the development of logistics 
infrastructure, and the enhance-
ment of regional connectivity. 

Furthermore, the existing capaci-
ties for expanding logistics cooper-
ation, developing transit, and utiliz-
ing the capacity of the ports of Iran 
were examined, and the two sides 
emphasized accelerating the imple-
mentation of joint agreements and 
making maximum use of existing 
capacities in the path of developing 
transportation relations. 

Additionally, solutions for de-
veloping cooperation in the field 
of transit corridors, facilitating the 
movement of goods, enhancing re-
gional cooperation, and creating the 
necessary platforms for increasing 
trade and transit exchanges among 
regional countries were discussed 
and exchanged. 

The two sides also emphasized 
the continuation of consultations 
and holding joint meetings at var-

ious levels, especially at the minis-
terial level, in order to follow up on 
agreements and develop bilateral 
cooperation in the field of trans-
portation and transit. The develop-
ment of air transport cooperation, 
increasing flights between cities of 
the two countries, exchanging tech-
nical expertise, as well as expanding 
rail cooperation, increasing freight 
transport capacity, and examining 
new rail routes were among other 
topics discussed in this meeting. 

Back in May 2025, Iran and Ta-
jikistan signed a memorandum of 
understanding to enhance bilateral 
rail transport, enabling the use of 
Iranian freight wagons on Tajiki-
stan’s railway network, Iran’s rail-
way authority announced.

The agreement was signed by 
Jabar Ali Zakeri, deputy transport 
minister and head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways, and Mirzoali 
Komil Jumakhon, head of Tajikistan’s 
State Unitary Railway Enterprise.

Aimed at optimizing existing ca-
pacities and boosting international 
freight movement, the deal also 
allows Iranian wagons to transit 
beyond Tajikistan to other regional 
railway networks.

TEHRAN- The heads of the national stan-
dards organizations of Iran and India em-
phasized the development of technical co-
operation and the role of standardization in 
facilitating trade and improving the quality of 
goods and services. 

According to IRNA, on the sidelines of the 
meeting of the heads of national standards 
organizations of BRICS member states in Ben-
galuru, Farzaneh Ansari, Head of the National 
Standards Organization of Iran, met and held 
talks with Pramod Kumar Tiwari, Director Gen-

eral of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). 

During this meeting, the two sides explored 
ways to expand bilateral cooperation in the 
areas of standardization, conformity assess-
ment, development of quality infrastructure, 
exchange of technical experiences, and edu-
cational and specialized cooperation. 

Furthermore, the heads of the nation-
al standards organizations of Iran and India 
emphasized the importance of strengthening 
interactions between the two institutions, uti-
lizing existing capacities to develop technical 

cooperation, and the role of standardization in 
facilitating trade and improving the quality of 
goods and services. 

This meeting was held on the sidelines of 
the meeting of the heads of national stan-
dards organizations of BRICS member states; 
a meeting that was hosted by the Bureau of 
Indian Standards in Bengaluru with the aim 
of developing technical cooperation, con-
vergence in the field of standardization, and 
strengthening quality infrastructure among 
BRICS member states.
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Iran committed to establishing a fair economic 
order in world, minister says at BRICS meeting

Tehran, Dushanbe emphasize development of railway cooperation 

How did a needless war become Trump’s 
gravest economic mistake?

Iran, India standards bodies discuss technical cooperation
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From page 1   Many Americans 
and many Jews outside Israel 
were not fully aware of Israel’s 
brutality until the Gaza war. Is-
rael’s officials and its loyalists 
have been misusing the term an-
ti-Semitism to cover up and jus-
tify their illegal and criminal acts.

Anti-Semitism and the Holo-
caust have been key words to ad-
vance Israel’s evil plans. 

Israel’s illegal and brutality 
have not remained confined to 
Palestinians. It is using the Oc-
tober 7 incident to expand Isra-
el’s occupation of other nations’ 
lands. Just recently, Israel Katz 
said that the Netanyahu regime 
has no plan to withdraw from 
Gaza, Lebanon, and the lands it 
occupied in Syria following the 
fall of the Assad government in 
December 2024.

Under its current prime min-
ister, Israel also dragged the 
Trump administration into the 
war against Iran in June 2025, 
and again in the current one that 
began in late Feb.  

Joe Kent, Director of the U.S. 
National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter, resigned in March in protest 
of the war on Iran, stating that 
Israel and its American lobby had 
pushed the United States toward 
the unlawful war.

Now, after it seemed that the 
war between Iran and the U.S. 
may be brought to an end under 
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) mediated by Pakistan, 
Netanyahu and his cabinet mem-
bers felt unsettled and tried to 
kill this initial agreement, the 
same way that Netanyahu used 
his utmost influence on Repub-
licans to provoke Trump to quit 
the Obama-era 2015 nuclear deal 
with Iran. It is again mostly due to 
Israel’s pressure that the Trump 
administration has resumed the 
war against Iran after a lull.

In June, U.S. Vice President JD 
Vance lashed out at Israeli crit-
ics of the Iran-U.S. MOU, saying 
Trump is Israel’s only ally left in 
the world.

Again, speaking on The Joe 
Rogan Experience podcast on 
Wednesday, Vance described 
a “very discreet, extremely 
well-funded campaign to try to 
derail the negotiation and try to 
derail the deal” with Iran.

“There are certain influencers 
in America who are being paid in 
order to attack the deal,” he said, 
mentioning funding that came 
from Israel.

The vice president referenced 
a TIME magazine article this 
week which details an “Israeli in-
fluence operation targeting the 
MAGA base”. 

Brad Parscale, a digital adviser 
on Donald Trump’s 2020 presi-
dential campaign, is reportedly 
being paid $1.5m a month to run 
this operation.

According to Vance, the TIME 
article “lists a bunch of people 
who have quite literally been 
paid by a former Trump cam-
paign person, who is himself paid 
by certain elements within the 
Israeli government, and those 
people are attacking me quite 
viciously. 

“I know beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that there have been peo-
ple within the Israeli government 
who are trying to, like, actually 
shift us away from that policy 
[the Iran negotiations] because 
they want to continue the mili-
tary campaign,” Vance said.

The vice president said that 
there are people “who are su-
per-hawkish in the American 
system who have attacked the 
deal and, frankly, in some ways 
tried to derail the deal. And what 
I always say to those people is, 
what is your proposal?”

He said he had been widely 
accused of being an antisemite, 
“which is insane”.

No amount of media cam-
paign can heal the damaged 
reputation 

Israeli officials are reportedly 
furious that Parscale has failed 
to halt the collapse in support 
for Israel among young U.S. con-
servatives.

Despite millions of dollars 
spent targeting the MAGA base, 
shaping social media narratives 
and influencing artificial intelli-
gence platforms, polling shows 
that attitudes towards Israel 
have continued to deteriorate.

The operation aimed to pre-
vent young conservatives from 
turning against Israel, according 
to an investigation published 
by TIME. Publicly presented as a 
campaign to combat anti-Semi-
tism, its wider strategic purpose 
was to preserve support for Is-
rael among a section of the U.S. 
right increasingly critical of Isra-
el and Washington’s involvement 
in Israel’s regional wars.

Foreign Agents Registration 
Act filings show that global ad-
vertising agency Havas hired 
Parscale’s firm, Clock Tower X, 
in September 2025 to conduct 
the digital campaign on behalf 

of Israel. The agreement required 
the firm to produce 100 original 
pieces of content each month, 
with at least 80 percent direct-
ed at Generation Z audiences 
through TikTok, Instagram, You-
Tube and podcasts.

The campaign promised at 
least 50 million digital impres-
sions each month and included 
efforts to influence how artificial 
intelligence tools, including Ope-
nAI’s ChatGPT, Anthropic’s Claude 
and Google’s Gemini, present Is-
rael and its wars. Parscale also 
proposed integrating campaign 
narratives into properties and 
distribution channels associated 
with the Christian conservative 
Salem Media Network, where he 
serves as chief strategy officer.

In April, Israel had already paid 
Parscale’s firm $9 million and 
renewed its contract. The cam-
paign included digital advertis-
ing and text-message outreach, 
alongside attempts to ensure 
that material favorable to Israel 
ranks prominently in the online 
sources used by artificial intelli-
gence systems.

Three people familiar with the 
campaign said conservative in-
fluencers received suggested 
wording through private group 
chats and were compensated 
according to the reach and en-
gagement generated by their 
posts. Clock Tower X describes its 
operation as an “influencer eco-
system” capable of amplifying 
narratives through apparently 
independent and trusted voices.

It remains unclear how much 
creators received specifically for 
work connected to Israel. TIME 
reviewed messages from an-
other Influenceable campaign, 
which offered a base payment of 
$2,250 and additional payments 
based on views, allowing partic-
ipants to earn up to $4,250 for a 
single post.

‘Seismic shift’

One conservative influenc-
er associated with Parscale’s 
network was Eyal Yakoby, who 
has a large following on X and 
has testified before Congress 
about alleged anti-Semitism 
on university campuses. Influ-

enceable confirmed that Yakoby 
had worked as a paid influencer 
on several Israel-related cam-
paigns, but insisted that he had 
not received Israeli government 
money.

The campaign also created 
websites, including PaxPoint.org 
and FactSignal.org, which TIME 
said appeared to be designed 
primarily to influence materi-
al gathered and synthesized by 
artificial intelligence systems 
rather than to attract ordinary 
readers.

Despite the scale of the spend-
ing, Israeli officials appear dis-
satisfied with the results. An 
Israeli Foreign Ministry official 
familiar with the arrangement 
told TIME: “We are pissed at Brad 
Parscale. He was supposed to 
make things better. We have paid 
him lots of money. But what did 
he do with it? Things have only 
gotten worse.”

Polling supports the official’s 
assessment that Israel has failed 
to reverse the decline in public 
support. Pew Research Center 
found in April that 60 percent of 
Americans viewed Israel unfa-
vorably, compared with 53 per-
cent in 2025 and 42 percent in 
2022. Among Republicans aged 
between 18 and 49, 57 percent 
held an unfavorable opinion, up 
from 50 percent a year earlier.

The campaign has also trig-
gered concern in Washington. 
Following a U.S.-Iran ceasefire, 
Trump administration officials 
noticed MAGA influencers pub-
lishing similar posts criticizing 
the agreement and accusing the 
president of surrendering to Iran.

A senior U.S. intelligence offi-
cial described the possibility of 
American influencers receiving 
foreign money and then seeking 
to change the president’s posi-
tion as “a very, very dangerous 
thing”. The official said the effort 
could not be dismissed as incon-
sequential because it targeted 
Trump’s own political base rather 
than the general electorate.

The latest disclosures add to 
previous revelations about Is-
raeli operations targeting U.S. 
public opinion. In 2024, Isra-
el’s Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 
commissioned a $2 million cam-
paign that used hundreds of fake 
accounts posing as Americans 
to pressure U.S. lawmakers into 
supporting military aid for Israel.

Israel has since expanded its 
public diplomacy budget to $730 
million as it attempts to count-
er its worsening global image 
following the genocide in Gaza. 
However, the continued decline 
in support among young Amer-
icans, Democrats and young-
er Republicans suggests that 
greater spending has so far 
failed to reverse the political 
consequences of Israel’s actions.

From page 1    Ahead of the talks, Lebanese 
President Joseph Aoun, who is due to visit 
Washington on July 21, said he had instruct-
ed the Lebanese delegation “to demand the 
immediate withdrawal of Israeli (occupation) 
forces from two pilot zones before any fur-
ther discussions.”

However, no official statements were is-
sued by either side following the latest round 
of negotiations. 

Under a U.S.-brokered “framework agree-
ment” reached on June 26, Israeli Occupation 
Forces (IOF) are to withdraw from large areas 
of southern Lebanon they currently occupy, 
and transfer control to the Lebanese army. 
The Lebanese army would then clear them of 
any Hezbollah presence and disarm the Leb-
anese resistance movement. 

The agreement envisioned an initial phase 
centered on so-called “pilot zones”. Nobody 
has yet disclosed which areas of southern 
Lebanon would be designated as the pro-
posed “pilot zones”. Lebanese officials pre-
viously said the plan would encompass the 
towns of Froun, Ghandouriyeh, and Zawtar.

That drew widespread condemnation in 
Lebanon because the IOF is not currently oc-
cupying most of the areas designated under 
this plan, raising questions about the Leba-
nese government’s approach to securing an 
IOF withdrawal.

Making matters worse, Israeli officials 
have categorically stated in public that the 
regime has no intention of ending its occu-
pation of southern Lebanon, including under 
the proposed “pilot zones” arrangement.

The provisions of the “framework agree-
ment” signed by the Lebanese authorities 
now clearly resemble the terms of a sur-
render document more than an agreement 
between two equal parties. Only defeated 
states accept the continued presence of 
an occupying force, allow its position to be 
entrenched, and refrain from explicitly de-
manding its withdrawal in a document bear-
ing their own signature.

Added to this is a feature that is almost 
unique to the Lebanese case: a commitment 
to halt all forms of legal action aimed at 
holding an enemy accountable for war crimes 
that rose to the level of genocide and met the 
criteria for urban, cultural, and environmen-
tal genocide.

Despite this, those defending the agree-
ment rely on contradictory arguments. On 
the one hand, they insist that what they have 
done is a major and historic decision taken 
by the “state” in the interest of preserving 
sovereignty, restoring its authority, and ex-
ercising its exclusive right to declare war and 
peace. 

On the other hand, they respond to wide-
spread criticism of the agreement by claim-
ing that it was an inevitable result of the 
balance of power created by the most recent 
Israeli regime aggression. This, they argue, 
made it impossible to secure anything better 
than what the agreement contains. 

In doing so, they implicitly acknowledge 
that the agreement suffers from significant 
flaws and imbalances, extending even to the 
relinquishment of key elements of sover-
eignty.

In either case, this line of argument is rid-
dled with misconceptions and misleading 
claims. Not every negotiation conducted by 

the “state” is evidence of its strength, espe-
cially when the “state” stays silent and takes 
no action in the face of occupation and ag-
gression. 

Attempting to compensate for this reality 
by insisting on portraying it as something 
other than what it is does not build a state. 
Instead, it undermines public confidence in 
both the state and the rhetoric promoting 
that image, and erodes its authority rather 
than strengthening it.

It would have been more appropriate for 
Lebanon’s President and Prime Minister, who 
have positioned themselves at the forefront 
of confronting Hezbollah, to acknowledge Leb-
anon’s actual condition, identify its points of 
weakness, and launch a serious national dia-
logue to address them. 

They should have worked toward an agree-
ment on a defensive strategy that draws on 
Lebanon’s existing strengths rather than 
persisting with rhetoric that accomplishes 
nothing and, naturally, does not build a state.

Presenting the agreement as the unavoid-
able outcome of the “war’s consequences” is 
likewise based on numerous misconceptions. 

Hezbollah’s steadfastness on the battle-
field, the heavy losses it inflicted on the IOF 
while wearing it down over four months, to-
gether with the regional development repre-
sented by the failure of the United States and 
the Zionist regime to achieve their objectives 
in the illegal war against Iran, all contributed 
to reshaping the strategic landscape.

Likewise, Iran’s declaration that any future 
agreement with the United States must end 
hostilities on all fronts, in particular Lebanon, 
cannot be overlooked when assessing the 
context in which the “framework agreement” 
was reached. Tehran made the end of the ag-
gression on Lebanon, the preservation of its 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, and the 
withdrawal of occupying forces fundamental 
conditions that must be met before the start 
of negotiations and the signing of any deal.

Taken together, these factors placed the 
Lebanese negotiators in a position where 
rejecting an agreement that was closer to an 
instrument of surrender than to a balanced 
political settlement was entirely possible. 

Surrender is not simply the outcome of 
battlefield developments. It is a political, 
strategic, and legal decision shaped by mul-
tiple factors and adopted in response to spe-
cific circumstances.

For example, a decisive military defeat 
that leaves the armed forces incapable of 
continuing the fight. This does not apply to 
Lebanon. Hezbollah continued resisting and 
confronting the aggression, inflicting severe 
losses on the IOF, as acknowledged by Israeli 
officials themselves. 

Israeli officials also stated that the regime 
had failed to achieve its declared objectives, 
whether eliminating Hezbollah or restoring 
security to the northern settlements.

The occupation of the Lebanese capital, 
Beirut, also never occurred and remained far 
beyond reach. In 1982, the regime was able to 
occupy Beirut in less than a week, whereas 
Hezbollah held out for over four months in 
southern Lebanon, continued wearing down 
and inflicting pain on the IOF, and prevented 
it from achieving the ground advance it had 
planned. 

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)

The pedophile financier Jeffrey 
Epstein was connected to the 
“highest levels” of US and Israe-
li intelligence, JD Vance said on 
Monday.

“He clearly had connections to 
the upper, the highest levels of 
American intelligence,” the US 
vice president told podcaster Joe 
Rogan, in relation to Epstein. “He 
clearly had connections to the 
highest levels of Israeli intelli-
gence.”

Told by Rogan that “most peo-
ple think he was Mossad”, Isra-
el’s external intelligence agency, 
Vance replied: “Mossad or CIA or 
some other deep state, whether 
in America or Israel or some oth-
er country… or both.”

The vice president, who de-
scribes himself as “an OG Ep-
stein conspiracy theorist”, said 
that Epstein’s connections were 
to “elements of the Israeli deep 
state that were left of centre”, 
most notably former Israeli 

Prime Minister Ehud Barak.

“It wasn’t like he was super 
connected to the right of centre 
of Israeli politics,” Vance said, 
Middle East Eye reported.

There has been much specula-
tion about whether Epstein was 
working for Israeli, US or even 
Russian intelligence. 

The convicted sex offender, 
who hosted a large number of 
rich and powerful people on his 
private island and was connect-
ed to former US President Bill 
Clinton, pro-Israel billionaire Les 
Wexner, British politician Peter 
Mandelson and Queen Eliza-
beth’s son Andrew Mountbat-
ten-Windsor, appeared to have 
accumulated a vast amount of 
compromising information over 
many years. 

Asked earlier this year whether 
they considered Epstein to have 
been a Mossad asset, an advis-
er to the Indian government told 
Middle East Eye: “100 percent”. 

There is, though, no categori-
cal proof that Epstein worked ac-
tively for an intelligence agency.

The Epstein files do, however, 
document the financier’s fund-
ing of Israeli groups, including 
Friends of the Israel Defense (Oc-
cupation) Forces, and the settler 
organisation the Jewish National 
Fund, as well as his ties to mem-
bers of Israel’s overseas intelli-
gence services. 

An FBI memo produced by the 
bureau’s Los Angeles field office 
in October 2020 reported that 
one of its sources had come to 
believe Epstein “was a co-opted 
Mossad agent”.

According to the document, 
the disgraced pedophile was de-
scribed as having been “trained 
as a spy” for Israel’s intelligence 
service.

Brad Parscale
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Why do Lebanese authorities insist on 
the path of surrender?

JD Vance says Epstein had connections to CIA and Mossad



Iran into 2026 
AVC Boys’ U18 
Volleyball 
Championship 
final
TEHRAN – Iran booked their place at the 

final match of the 2026 AVC Boys’ U18 Vol-
leyball Championship for a record 11th time.

The young Persians defeated hosts China 
3-2 (18-25, 25-14, 25-21, 23-25, 15-11) in the 
semifinals on Friday. 

The victory keeps Iran on course for an 
eighth continental title, further strengthen-
ing their status as the most successful na-
tion in the history of the competition.

Iran have won a record seven Asian U18 
championships, including an extraordinary 
run of six consecutive titles between 2005 
and 2014, in addition to their first crown in 
2001. The team have also collected three sil-
ver medals (2003, 2022 and 2024) and one 
bronze (2018).

Led by head coach Abdolreza Alizadeh, the 
young Iranians delivered another impressive 
performance to secure a place in Saturday’s 
championship match, where they will face 
the winner of the semifinal between Japan 
and Chinese Taipei.

Abolfazl Pasha Amiri starred for Iran with 
a match-high 20 points. Iran finished the 
contest with 106 total points, including 52 
from attacks, 11 from blocks, six aces, and 
37 points generated from China’s unforced 
errors.

With history on the line, Iran now stands 
one victory away from claiming their eighth 
Asian U18 title and adding another chapter 
to their remarkable legacy in youth volley-
ball.

Karate star 
Bahmanyar retires 
from national 
team 
TEHRAN - Decorated Iranian karateka 

Sara Bahmanyar has announced her retire-
ment from the national team after 11 years 
of international service, following her omis-
sion from Iran’s squad for the Nagoya Asian 
Games.

The 27-year-old, one of Iran’s most accom-
plished female karate athletes, confirmed 
her decision in an emotional farewell state-
ment, bringing an end to a national team 
career that included an Olympic appearance, 
world medals, and numerous continental ti-
tles.

Bahmanyar represented Iran continuously 
since 2015, dedicating what she described 
as the best years of her youth to national 
team camps and international competitions. 
During her career, she captained the national 
team, competed at the Tokyo Olympics, and 
established herself as one of Iran’s leading 
karate figures.

Her impressive résumé includes two se-
nior World Championship medals, five Asian 
Championship medals across individual and 
team events, a World Games gold medal, two 
medals at the Islamic Solidarity Games, as 
well as three world and three Asian medals 
at the youth level.

In her farewell message, Bahmanyar re-
vealed that winning gold at the Nagoya Asian 
Games had been her primary motivation over 
recent months. However, after discovering 
that her name was absent from the national 
team’s roster, she concluded that her inter-
national career had reached its end.

“Being left out and losing are part of elite 
sport,” she wrote. “But accepting that years 
of effort, performance and commitment 
could be overlooked so easily was something 
I could not do. I always believed selection 
should be based on merit, not on preferences 
or decisions that are difficult to understand.”

Bahmanyar also expressed her gratitude 
to the Iranian people, saying that represent-
ing and bringing joy to her country would 

remain the greatest honor of her career, re-
gardless of the medals she won.

She closed her statement by thanking her 
coaches, teammates, supporters and family, 
while wishing the next generation of Iranian 
female karate athletes every success.

Her retirement marks the end of an era for 
the Iranian karate athlete, with one of the 
country’s most decorated competitors step-
ping away from the national stage at just 27 
years of age.

Gholami storms to 
Asian Age Group 
Championships 
2026 gold
TEHRAN - Iranian swimmer Mohammad-

mehdi Gholami produced a sensational per-
formance to capture the 100m butterfly gold 
medal at the 12th Asian Age Group Swim-
ming Championships underway in Bangkok, 
Thailand.

After advancing to the final, Gholami de-
livered a brilliant swim, clocking 54.51 sec-
onds to claim the Asian title. Swimmers from 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam finished second and 
third, respectively.

The triumph was all the more impressive 
considering Gholami had qualified for the 
final in fifth place with a time of 55.46 sec-
onds. In the championship race, he slashed 
nearly a full second off his preliminary mark 
to surge to the top of the podium.

The gold medal continues the young Ira-
nian’s remarkable rise on the international 
stage. Gholami previously emerged as the 
most decorated member of Iran’s delegation 
at the Asian Youth Games in Bahrain, winning 
two gold medals, and also claimed a bronze 
medal at the Islamic Solidarity Games.

Gholami’s victory also marked Iran’s first 
gold medal at this year’s Asian Age Group 
Swimming Championships, providing a 
major boost for the country’s campaign in 
Bangkok.

The 12th Asian Age Group Championships 
2026 are being held in Bangkok, Thailand, 
from July 17–25, 2026, featuring swimming, 
diving, water polo, and artistic swimming.

The best young athletes from across Asia 
come together to compete, inspire, and 
chase their dreams on the continental stage. 
Bangkok is set to host a week full of passion, 
performance, and unforgettable moments.

2026 Asian 
Junior Handball 
Championship: 
Iran, UAE share the 
spoils
TEHRAN – Iran were held to a 25-25 draw 

against the UAE at the 2026 Asian Junior 
Handball Championship on Friday.

The Iranian team had previously defeated 
Kuwait and lost to South Korea in Group B.

Iran are scheduled to face Qatar on Sun-
day.

Group A consists of China, Bahrain, Sau-
di Arabia, Oman, Chinese Taipei, and Hong 
Kong.

The 19th Asian Men’s Junior Handball 
Championship is being held in Chuzhou of 
China from 15 to 26 July 2026.

The event serves as qualification event for 
the 2027 IHF Men’s Junior World Champion-
ship.

Republic of Korea hold the distinction 
of being the most decorated team overall, 
having won a total of 13 medals, comprising 
three gold, seven silver, and three bronze 
medals. The host nation China, claimed their 
lone championship title during the 2nd edi-
tion in 1990, which was held in Tehran, Iran.

The Asian Men’s Junior Handball Champi-
onship is the official competition organized 
by Asian Handball Federation for junior 
men’s national handball teams of Asia, and 
takes place every two years.

 From Page 1   roots of the 
Persian Garden reach back to the 
Achaemenid period. At Pasarga-
dae, the palatial complex of Cyrus 
the Great introduced the mature 
form of the Chahar Bagh, or four-
part garden, characterized by 
intersecting axes, geometric or-
ganization and controlled water 
flow. Many scholars regard Pas-
argadae as the earliest known ex-
ample of the Persian Garden. The 
concept was later refined during 
the Sasanian, Safavid, Zand and 
Qajar periods, becoming one of 
the most enduring expressions of 
Iranian culture.

What distinguishes the Persian 
Garden from other garden tradi-
tions is the intellectual frame-
work embedded in its design. 
Water is treated as the source of 
life and the organizing element 
of space. Precise geometry, ar-
chitectural structures, carefully 
planted trees, shade, reflections 
and symmetry work together 
to create an environment that 
evokes the idea of paradise. 

One of the most impressive 
aspects of the Persian Garden is 
its sophisticated water manage-
ment system. Many of these gar-
dens were established in arid and 
semi-arid regions, where creat-
ing a green landscape required 
exceptional technical knowledge. 
Through the use of qanats, nat-
ural gradients, stone channels, 
pools, fountains and carefully de-
signed distribution networks, Ira-
nian engineers transformed dry 
terrain into sustainable gardens. 
This achievement represents an 
important example of indigenous 
technology and long-term envi-

ronmental management.
The property consists of nine 

historic gardens selected from 
different climatic regions of the 
country. Together they demon-
strate how Iranian designers 
adapted to diverse natural envi-
ronments, managed scarce water 
resources and created idealized 
landscapes that came to symbol-
ize harmony between people and 
nature.

The nine gardens included in 
the UNESCO property are: Pasar-
gadae Garden and Eram Garden 
in Fars province; Fin Garden and 
Chehel Sotoun Garden in Isfah-
an province; Shazdeh Garden in 
Kerman province; Dowlat Abad 
Garden and Pahlavanpour Garden 
in Yazd province; Akbarieh Garden 
in South Khorasan province; and 
Abbas Abad Garden in Mazanda-
ran province. Although these gar-
dens are located in dramatically 
different environments—from 
the Hyrcanian forests of northern 

Iran to the deserts of the central 
plateau, they share the same fun-
damental principles: geometric 
axes, water as the organizing fea-
ture, a central pavilion, enclosing 
walls, purposeful tree planting 
and a carefully balanced relation-
ship between architecture and 
landscape.

Natural elements and man-
made components merge in the 
Persian Garden to create a dis-
tinctive artistic achievement. The 
arrangement of flower beds, the 
circulation of water, the place-
ment of trees and the integration 
of buildings are all designed to 
generate a specific microclimate 
and sensory experience. The gar-
dens also maintain strong con-
nections with Persian literature, 
poetry, music, calligraphy and 
carpet design. For centuries, Ira-
nian artists have drawn inspira-
tion from garden imagery, while 
garden designers have incorpo-
rated artistic and symbolic con-

cepts into the landscape itself.

UNESCO has described the Per-
sian Garden as an outstanding 
example of the exchange of cul-
tural values and one of the most 
complete garden traditions in the 
history of human civilization. Its 
enduring influence can be traced 
across the Islamic world and be-
yond, where the concept of the 
quadripartite garden inspired 
numerous royal and urban land-
scapes. Yet the Persian Garden 
is not merely a historical model; 
it remains a living testimony to 
engineering knowledge, spatial 
planning, water management and 
the Iranian philosophical view of 
the relationship between human-
ity and the natural world.

Today, the Persian Gardens 
continue to play an important role 
in cultural tourism, heritage con-
servation, landscape architecture 
research and the international 
presentation of Iran’s tradition-
al knowledge. Visitors walking 
through the cypress-lined ave-
nues of Dowlat Abad, listening to 
the flowing water of Fin Garden 
or observing the terraced chan-
nels of Shazdeh Garden encoun-
ter more than beautiful scenery. 
They encounter a civilization that, 
through knowledge, engineering 
and artistic imagination, suc-
ceeded in giving physical form to 
the idea of an earthly paradise. 
In an age increasingly concerned 
with sustainability and the re-
sponsible use of natural resourc-
es, the Persian Garden offers not 
only a window into Iran’s past but 
also a timeless lesson in how hu-
man creativity can work in har-
mony with nature.

TEHRAN - Oman welcomes 
broader cooperation with Iran in 
museum management and hails 
the expertise of Iranian restorers 
and architects for the conserva-
tion of the sultanate’s historical 
monuments, Oman’s minister of 
heritage and tourism said during 
talks with Iranian officials in 
Muscat.

The comments were made 
during a meeting between Iran’s 
ambassador to Oman, Mousa 
Farhang and Oman’s Minister 
of Heritage and Tourism Sayyid 
Ibrahim bin Said al-Busaidi, ac-

cording to a statement released 
by Iran’s Islamic Culture and Re-
lations Organization.

Farhang said Iran was ready to 
share its experience in restoring 
historic buildings, stone monu-
ments, inscriptions and archae-
ological objects, as well as in 
training specialists and sending 
experts to Oman for conserva-
tion projects and museum coop-
eration.

Al-Busaidi said Oman’s minis-
try wanted to move cooperation 
beyond memorandums of un-
derstanding and toward practi-

cal projects. He said preserving 
cultural heritage was a key policy 
of the Omani government and 
that the country was prepared 
to sign cooperation agreements 
with Iran, particularly in the res-
toration of historical sites.

“We welcome the expansion 
of cooperation with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in museum man-
agement and are ready to benefit 
from Iran’s valuable experience 
in various fields, especially the 
restoration of historical monu-
ments,” the minister said.

The two sides discussed coop-
eration in cultural heritage, tour-
ism, museums and exchanges of 
specialized delegations. Al-Bu-
saidi said Oman’s historical and 
cultural ties with Iran provided a 
strong basis for expanding joint 
projects.

Farhang said cultural cooper-
ation had not yet matched the 
level of political and economic 

relations between Tehran and 
Muscat. He pointed to shared 
maritime heritage, traditional 
architecture, music, handicrafts 
and historical links between Ira-
nian ports such as Bandar Ab-
bas, Hormuz and Qeshm and the 
coasts of Oman.

The Iranian ambassador said 
around 100,000 Omani citizens 
travel to Iran annually, many vis-
iting the shrine of Imam Reza in 
Mashhad, while others travel for 
medical treatment or tourism.

Al-Busaidi also said Oman 
would facilitate private-sector 
participation in Iranian tourism 
exhibitions and events. He added 
that dozens of foreign archae-
ological missions from inter-
national universities operate in 
Oman each year and that there 
was potential for joint archaeo-
logical excavations, restoration 
projects and cultural heritage 
documentation with Iranian spe-
cialists.

TEHRAN - Manouchehr Habibi, 
the governor-general of Iran’s 
Kermanshah province, has said 
that Iran and Iraq can broaden 
cooperation on shared Sassani-
an heritage sites through joint 
cultural and tourism projects 
linked to the proposed Sassanian 
historical route extending from 
western Iran into eastern Iraq.

Habibi made the remarks 
on Wednesday in Kermanshah 
during a meeting with Farhad 
Azizi, director general of nation-
al and World Heritage bases at 
Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts.

He said the route includes ma-
jor historical sites such as the 
Anahita Temple, Taq-e Bostan, 
and Sassanian monuments in 
Qasr-e Shirin, extending toward 
Iraq’s Khanaqin.

“Kermanshah and Diyala, in 
addition to their cooperation on 
Arbaeen and religious programs, 
can define joint projects in the 
fields of cultural heritage and 
tourism,” Habibi said. “The his-
torical extension of the Sassa-

nian route from Qasr-e Shirin to 
Khanaqin provides a suitable ba-
sis for such cooperation.”

Habibi said officials in Iraq’s 
Diyala province had expressed in-
terest in implementing joint ini-
tiatives with Kermanshah during 
his recent visit to Iraq.

He added that presenting the 
historical sites as a unified cor-
ridor could strengthen heritage 

protection, support tourism de-
velopment and increase visits by 
domestic and international tour-
ists.

The governor said preparations 
for the route’s World Heritage 
nomination should proceed un-
der a coordinated program, not-
ing that the historical and cultur-
al infrastructure already exists 
and does not require starting a 

new project from the beginning.

He announced the formation of 
a special working group to over-
see the organization and World 
Heritage registration of the Sas-
sanian route, with representa-
tives from the governor’s office, 
the provincial cultural heritage 
department, local governors, 
mayors and other relevant agen-
cies.

The first meeting of the group 
should be held as soon as pos-
sible to define responsibilities, 
study phases, funding require-
ments and implementation 
schedules, he said.

The Sassanian period holds a 
central place in Iranian history, 
and its architecture and urban 
planning influenced later Is-
lamic artistic and architectural 
traditions. In 2018, UNESCO in-
scribed the Sassanid Archaeolog-
ical Landscape of Fars Region in 
southern Iran on the World Her-
itage List. The property includes 
eight archaeological sites in the 
Firuzabad, Bishapur and Sarves-
tan areas.
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TEHRAN – The head of the State Organiza-
tion for Registration of Deeds and Properties, 
Hassan Babaei, and Kazakhstan’s Minister of 
Justice, Sarsembayev Yerlan, have agreed to 
establish a joint working group to expand col-
laborations on intellectual property.

The officials met on the sidelines of the Six-
ty-Eighth Series of Meetings of the Assem-
blies of the Member States of WIPO, taking 
place at WIPO headquarters in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, from July 7 to 15, IRIB reported.

The joint working group aims to follow up 
on the implementation of the provisions of the 
MOU, coordinate joint programs, and expand 
specialized cooperation between Iran and Ka-
zakhstan. 

Both parties discussed ways to enhance 
technical and international interactions be-
tween the two nations. The officials expound-
ed on measures taken by the two countries 
and their achievements in registration, legal 
protection, and development of intellectual 
property.  

They also discussed ways to enhance tech-
nical interactions between the two nations.

During the meeting, Yerlan lauded Iran’s 
long history and valuable experience in draft-
ing laws and implementing an intellectual 
property rights protection system, and under-
scored the need to draw on Iran’s expertise, 
knowledge, legal expertise, and operational 
achievements to enhance Kazakhstan’s intel-
lectual property system.

Highlighting the historical, cultural, and 
civilizational commonalities between the two 
countries, he expressed hope that the imple-
mentation of the MOU would pave the way for 
the development of specialized relations, joint 
research projects, and increased exchange of 
experiences. 

The Iranian official, for his part, said the 
establishment of a working group will con-
tribute to transforming bilateral agreements 
into operational plans and tangible results. 
He voiced the country’s readiness to utilize all 
specialized, educational, and operational ca-
pacities of its Intellectual Property Center to 
realize the objectives of the MOU. 

According to Babaei, the MOU encompass-
es various areas, including exchanging legal 

and legislative expertise, specialized knowl-
edge and experience in intellectual property, 
conducting educational courses, empowering 
businesses based on geographical indications, 
developing expert-level cooperation, and en-
hancing the two nations’ institutional capac-
ities.  

The official went on to say that benefitting 
from shared capacities within committees 
like Standing Committee on the Law of Pat-
ents (SCP), Standing Committee on the Law of 
Trademarks, Industrial Designs, geographical 
Indications (SCT), Committee on Development 
and Intellectual Property (CDIP), the Intergov-
ernmental Committee on Intellectual Property 
and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge 
and Folklore (IGC) would play an effective role 
in advancing the shared interests of the two 
countries in the international arena.

Referring to Iran’s digital transformation 
plans, including utilizing modern technology, 
digitizing, automating registration processes, 
expanding electronic services, and improving 
digital infrastructure, the official said the two 
countries can exchange expertise and conduct 
collaborative projects in these fields.

On the sidelines of the Sixty-Eighth Series 
of Meetings, the Iranian official also held a 
meeting with the director general of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), 
Daren Tang.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed 
recent developments in Iran’s intellectual 
property system, ongoing joint efforts, and 
explored the potential for the enhancement of 
interactions.

Elaborating on the country’s measures in 
2025, Babaei stated that the signing of the 

WIPO treaty on intellectual property, genetic 
resources, and associated traditional knowl-
edge, and accession to the Vienna and Stras-
bourg Agreements, indicate Iran’s determi-
nation to strengthen its participation in the 
international intellectual property system.

He referred to the implementation of the 
new Industrial Property Law in Iran as a signif-
icant legal and institutional development for 
the country. The new law has taken into ac-
count the standards and obligations outlined 
in relevant international instruments, paving 
the way for updating the system for the reg-
istration and protection of industrial property 
rights.

The official went on to say that supporting 
the intellectual property and innovation eco-
system is one of Iran’s key priorities, and em-
phasized the need to develop the capacities of 
specialists in this sector, expand intellectual 
property services to small and mid-size en-
terprises (SMEs), and foster more effective 
connections between the registration system, 
academic institutions, businesses, and inno-
vation stakeholders.

For his part, Tang said Iran is a country with 
an ancient civilization, a rich cultural heritage, 
and significant scientific and innovative capa-
bilities. He underlined the significance of ben-
efiting from these capabilities to develop the 
intellectual property system and strengthen 
ties between WIPO and Iran. The official also 
announced WIPO’s readiness to deepen tech-
nical ties with the country.

Following high-level talks in Astana in 
December 2025, Kazakh President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev and Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian witnessed the signing of several 
key intergovernmental documents, The Caspi-
an Post reported.

Agreement on mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters; protocol updating interna-
tional road transport of passengers and goods; 
cooperation program between the Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs; cultural exchange program 
for 2026-2028; memorandum on intellectual 
property cooperation; strategic cooperation 
in transport, transit, and logistics; healthcare 
cooperation; and media cooperation were 
among the agreements.

TEHRAN – The general policies 
declared in 2015 by the late Lead-
er, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, serve as the primary basis for 
environmental protection, Shina 
Ansari, the head of the Depart-
ment of Environment, has said.

The Leader constantly high-
lighted environmental preserva-
tion, and these policies cover all 
environmental challenges and 
issues. Virtually, had they been 
fully implemented, the country 
wouldn’t have been facing many 
of the current environmental 
problems, Mehr news agency 
quoted Ansari as saying.

Integrated management of bi-
ological resources is one of the 
key points of these policies; the 
implementation of this principle 
could prevent significant de-
struction and natural resources 
encroachment, she noted. 

Some 11 years ago, these pol-
icies focused on issues like the 
green economy, which highlights 
the leader’s progressive outlook 
on the environment, Ansari add-
ed.

Other key aspects of these 
policies include criminalizing en-
vironmental destruction, devel-
oping environmental culture, and 
highlighting the role of education 
and public participation in envi-
ronmental protection.

Preventing land-use change, 
forest and national land en-
croachment, as well as combat-
ing environmental degradation, 
were among other key policies 
announced by the late Leader, she 
further noted. 

All these policies focus on a 
comprehensive, multidimension-
al, and inclusive approach; reli-
ance on them can mitigate many 
of the current environmental is-
sues and challenges.

The official went on to say that 
the DOE is not the sole entity 
responsible for environmental 

conservation; all governmental 
bodies, including the executive, 
legislative, and judicial branches, 
and even the armed forces, have 
to play a role in this regard.

Elaborating on the late Lead-
er’s mindset on the environment, 
Ansari said the Leader’s environ-
mental policies underlined the 
collective responsibility of each 
individual to protect the natural 
environment.

In the Leader’s point of view, 
preserving natural resources and 
combating environmental deg-
radation constituted a govern-
mental, national, and religious 
obligation that requires the par-
ticipation of all the people and 
all the governmental bodies, IRIB 
quoted Ansari as saying on July 6, 
on the sidelines of the late Lead-
er’s funeral procession.

From his perspective, the envi-
ronment is not a luxury or a sec-
ondary issue; environmental con-
servation is a critical issue and a 
shared responsibility that must 
be embraced by all policymakers, 
planners, and citizens—regard-
less of their political leanings, 
she added.

Leader was devoted to  
environmental protection

Every year on the National Tree 
Planting Day, the martyred Lead-
er invited people to plant trees 

and protect the environment, 
saying that doing such important 
work requires national support.

In March 2025, the martyred 
Leader said planting trees is a 
beneficial act that highlights the 
nation’s foresight for creating 
wealth for future generations.

All people should participate 
in planting trees as a good and 
righteous act so that with the 
increase of trees, the living en-
vironment will be refreshed 
and clean, Ayatollah Khamenei 
stressed.

Experts believe that in addition 
to planting fruit trees, trees that 
produce wood should be planted 
because the export of wood has a 
significant effect on the country’s 
economy, the martyred leader 
stressed.

The destruction of forests and 
the environment and vegetation 
is equivalent to the degradation 
of national interests, and the de-
pletion of part of the forests for 
construction, except in emergen-
cies, is definitely to the detriment 
of the nation, he added.

He believed that planting trees 
is a beneficial act that highlights 
the nation’s foresight for cre-
ating wealth for future genera-
tions. Environmental degradation 
poses a big threat to the future 
of humans, so it has to be ad-
dressed.

So, all people should partici-
pate in planting trees as a good 
and righteous act so that with 
the increase of trees, the living 
environment will be refreshed 
and clean.

The martyred leader empha-
sized that planting trees is a 
profitable and rewarding invest-
ment. He noted that trees offer 
numerous advantages, like in-
creasing oxygen levels and help-
ing to reduce pollutants, making 
it a profitable investment choice.

He also reminded the impor-
tance of the connection between 
man and nature and the pres-
ervation of the environment in 
Islam, noting that planting trees 
is not only related to young peo-
ple. All people of different ages 
should find enthusiasm and mo-
tivation towards this important, 
necessary, and beautiful work.

Referring to a national plan, 
kicked off in December 2023, 
to plant up to one billion trees 
across the country over the 
course of four years to combat 
desertification and restore for-
ests, the martyred leader said: 
“If each Iranian plants three sap-
lings, the government’s goal to 
plant one billion saplings over the 
next four years will be realized.”

The National Tree Planting 
Day (March 5) was observed this 
year in the special memory of the 
martyred Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei who always recom-
mended planting trees as a good 
and righteous act toward envi-
ronmental protection.

The day is observed annually on 
the fifteenth day of Esfand, the 
last month on the Iranian calen-
dar, marking the first day of the 
natural resources and watershed 
management week.

The occasion has been ap-
proved to be registered on the 
national calendar as ‘Environ-
mental Protection Education Day’.

TEHRAN – Narjes Abolqasemi, an official 
with the Vice-Presidency for Women and 
Family Affairs, has been elected as a new 
member of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) Women’s Advisory Council.

The two other elected members were 
from Turkey and Malaysia, IRNA reported.

The election was held during the 9th ses-
sion of the OIC Conference of Ministers of 
Women’s Affairs, which was held in Islam-
abad, Pakistan, on July 12 and 13. 

It highlights the country’s active and con-
structive role in international mechanisms 
concerning women’s issues in the Islamic 
world.

The OIC Women’s Advisory Council is re-
sponsible for guiding future policies, pro-
moting women’s empowerment, and advo-
cating for their rights; it also serves as an 
advisory body to the OIC Ministerial Confer-
ence.

The ninth Ministerial Conference on Wom-
en of the OIC, titled “Socio-Economic and 
Political Empowerment of Women in the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation Countries: 
Challenges and Way Forward”, brought to-
gether some 190 delegates from the 57 OIC 
member.

The conference aimed to boost cooper-
ation among member states on women’s 
empowerment by enhancing greater so-
cio-economic and political participation 
across OIC member countries.  

It was built on the outcomes of previous 
OIC ministerial meetings on women, par-
ticularly the one held in Cairo in 2021, which 
focused on women’s empowerment, protec-
tion frameworks and enhancing their so-
cio-economic participation.

Addressing the ninth Ministerial Confer-
ence on Women of the OIC, the Vice-Presi-
dent for Women and Family Affairs, Zahra 
Behrouz-Azar, put forward two initiatives to 
boost collaborations among member states 
of the OIC for empowering women.

She also expounded on Iranian women’s 
experiences in scientific, social, and crisis 
management fields. Iranian women com-
prise over 56 percent of academic commu-
nities, around 46 percent of PhD graduates, 

and more than 68 percent of specialists in 
basic sciences, while representing a signif-
icant share of faculty members, inventors, 
and knowledge-based companies’ manag-
ers, the official noted.

Highlighting the country’s experiences 
in managing natural hazards and wartime 
crises, she said women and children suffer 
disproportionately during crises, but their 
voices are often unheard. However, women’s 
contributions in Iranian Red Crescent Soci-
ety (IRCS) relief services have proved that 
the ‘women-for-women’ approach can play 
a key role in supporting those affected by 
crises.

Accordingly, Iran’s initial proposal is to es-
tablish a ‘network of female relief workers 
of the Islamic World’ to connect female phy-
sicians, nurses, psychologists, social work-
ers, and relief workers from Islamic coun-
tries, and benefit from their capabilities to 
provide more effective support for women 
and children during crises and strength-
en preparedness and cooperation among 
member states.

The second proposal calls for ‘developing 
a single brand for products made by Mus-
lim women’ to facilitate access of women’s 
products to markets in Islamic countries, 
enhance consumer confidence, expand dig-
ital markets, hold collaborative exhibitions, 
and develop training in exports and brand-
ing.

These two proposals are grounded in 
the shared values of the Islamic world—in-
cluding human dignity, justice, cooperation, 
family, and social responsibility- which pave 
the way for boosting synergy among Islamic 
nations in supporting women.

TEHRAN – Iran’s geopolitical position and 
strategic capabilities enable the country 
to play a more effective role in the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) to help 
strengthen regional cooperation on border 
security, Iran’s border guard commander, 
Brigadier General Ali Akbar Javidan, has said.

An Iranian delegation led by Javidan partic-
ipated in the 12th Meeting of the Heads of the 
Border Services of the Competent Authorities 
of the SCO Member States, held on July 16 and 
17 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, Javidan 
said Iran intends to enhance collaboration 
with SCO member states in different fields 
like expanding security cooperation, exchang-
ing information, as well as combating drug 
trafficking, organized crime, and smuggling, 
ISNA reported.

Iran is interested in fostering cooperation 
with SCO member states, particularly Paki-
stan, which is hosting the event, he added. 

Iran can become SCO regional hub for war 
on drugs

Thanks to the country’s achievements and 
successful experiences in social harm reduc-
tion, prevention, and treatment, Iran can serve 
as a regional hub for the SCO in combating 
narcotics, Mohammad Narimani, an official 
with the Drug Control Headquarters (DCHQ), 
said in 2025. 

Iran’s role in strengthening regional secu-
rity and addressing common threats, such as 
terrorism, drugs, and sanctions, can contrib-
ute to transforming the SCO into a powerful 
bloc in the world’s multipolar system, IRNA 
quoted Narimani as saying.

“The Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
can help Iran identify and destroy drug traf-
ficking networks and terrorist acts, make the 
Taliban destroy heroin and methamphetamine 
laboratories and supply, as well as facilitate 
access to advanced equipment for monitoring 

borders,” Narimani noted.

Having borne the heavy human and financial 
costs in the fight against narcotics, Iran has 
the right to expect the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization to use its political, security, and 
economic capacities to assist the country in 
the fight as the cooperation will be beneficial 
to both Iran and the entire region, ensuring 
stability and security, the official concluded.

UNODC lauds Iran’s achievements in fight 
against narcotics 

Officials from the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) have recently laud-
ed Iran’s achievements in seizing Afghan-or-
igin methamphetamine consignments, high-
lighting that the country’s accomplishment 
showcases the operational capability, profes-
sionalism, and dedication of Iranian anti-nar-
cotics police in countering transnational drug 
trafficking networks.

The UNODC regional Representative in 
Tashkent, Alexander Fedulov, in an online 
meeting with the officials from Drug Control 
Headquarters (DCHQ) held on July 9, on the 
occasion of the interception of methamphet-
amine shipment delivered from Afghanistan 
to European markets, underscored the need 
for ongoing international cooperation to com-
bat this global threat, and recognizing the 
operational realities faced by front line forc-
es who work diligently to prevent illicit drugs 
from reaching communities in the region or 
beyond, ISNA reported.

The significant discovery of narcotics over 
the first three months of 2026 illustrates 
the complex dimensions of the challenges 
posed by transnational organized crimes and 
drug-trafficking networks, Fedulov said.

The seized drugs highlight the operational 
efficiency, dedication, and commitment of the 
personnel from agencies involved in safe-
guarding public health, public security, and 
regional stability, he added.
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TEHRAN – The Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed 
Abbas Salehi arrived at Bishkek 
Airport on Thursday, July 16, to at-
tend the 23rd Meeting of Ministers 
of Culture of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) Member 
States. 

Salkyn Sarnogoeva, Deputy 
Minister of Culture of Kyrgyzstan, 
while welcoming Salehi, expressed 
her pleasure and emphasized the 
importance of the Iranian minis-
ter’s participation in the 23rd SCO 
Culture Ministers’ Meeting, IRNA 
reported.

Sarnogoeva also described the 
programs planned for the Irani-
an Minister on the sidelines of the 
summit as important and influen-
tial, stating that these programs 
will pave the way for the develop-
ment of bilateral cooperation be-
tween Iran and Kyrgyzstan.

Subsequently, Salehi also ex-
pressed his pleasure in attending 
the summit, emphasizing the de-
velopment of cultural and artis-
tic cooperation between the two 
countries. 

“I hope that during this trip, the 
grounds for developing cultural co-
operation will be provided through 
the signing of cultural exchange 
agreements, attending the sum-
mit, and holding bilateral meet-
ings and talks with officials of this 
country,” he said.

During his visit to the Ata-Beyit 
(Grave of Our Fathers) Memorial 
Complex near Bishkek, Salehi paid 
tribute to the renowned writer 
Chingiz Aitmatov and other nation-
al luminaries of the country.

Salehi noted his 40-year ac-
quaintance with the personality 

and works of Chingiz Aitmatov, and 
added that he has read Persian 
translations of the prominent writ-
er’s works.

While visiting various sections of 
Aitmatov’s historic home—which 
has now been converted into a 
museum in his honor—Salehi fa-
miliarized himself with the living 
environment and memorials of this 
cultural figure.

Chinghiz Aitmatov (1928 – 2008) 
was a Kyrgyz author who wrote 
mainly in Russian, but also in Kyr-
gyz. He is one of the best-known 
figures in Kyrgyz literature.

A bilingual and bicultural writ-
er, Aitmatov wrote his prose and 
plays in both his native Kyrgyz and 
in Russian, and was translated 
into more than 150 languages. De-
scribed as a “magical socialist-re-
alist” in the Russian press, he was 
able to combine elements of Kyrgyz 
folk-tales and epics with formally 
traditional Russian realism.

The 23rd Meeting of Ministers of 
Culture of the SCO Member States 
is being held in Kyrgyzstan from 
July 16 to 20.

It is the primary mechanism for 
multilateral cooperation in the field 

of culture. Its work focuses on in-
tercultural exchanges, as well as 
the preservation and promotion 
of the rich tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage.

In accordance with the Agree-
ment between the Governments 
of the SCO Member States on Co-
operation in Culture in 2007, the 
parties cooperate in the follow-
ing areas: music, theater and fine 
arts; cinema; archival, library and 
museum affairs; protection of cul-
tural heritage sites; folk crafts and 
decorative arts; amateur, variety 
performance and circus arts; and 
other creative activities.

TEHRAN – Thomas E. Wartenberg, a pro-
fessor emeritus of philosophy at Mount 
Holyoke College, Massachusetts, will be one 
of the speakers at the Iranian House of Cine-
ma Book Week.

He is scheduled to deliver a lecture titled 
“Cinema as a Form of Thinking” in a virtual 
session on Tuesday, July 21, Mehr reported.

The author’s latest book, “Thoughtful Cin-
ema: Illustrating Philosophy Through Film,” 
was published by Oxford University Press in 
2025.

The session will also feature Setareh No-
taj and Majid Parvanehpour, who previously 
translated and published Wartenberg’s book, 
“Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy,” 
through Niloufar Publications.

Wartenberg is a familiar name to those 
interested in philosophical film studies. His 
other works previously published in the Ira-
nian market include “The Philosophy of Film: 
Introductory Text and Readings,” “Thinking 
Through Stories: Children, Philosophy, and 
Picture Books,” and “Big Ideas for Little Kids: 
Teaching Philosophy Through Children’s Lit-

erature”.
Thomas Wartenberg works at the intersec-

tion between philosophy and popular culture. 
His most recent work focuses on the philos-
ophy of film, though he has written on a wide 
variety of topics in philosophy. In addition, 
his work teaching philosophy to elementary 
school children has garnered worldwide at-
tention.

A former Fulbright Research Fellow, a Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities Fel-
low, and an honorary visiting professor at 
the University of Auckland, Wartenberg is 
the author of two books on film: “Unlikely 
Couples: Movie Romance as Social Criticism” 

(1999), which looks at a series of popular 
romantic films from the 1930s to the 1990s 
to explore what romances between unlikely 
couples have to say about societal mores and 
prejudices, and “Thinking on Screen: Film as 
Philosophy” (2007), which discusses films 
ranging from the popular fiction film to the 
experimental avant-garde film of the 1960’s 
in order to argue that films are a medium in 
which philosophy can be done.

During the spring of 2003 Wartenberg was 
a Leverhulme Visiting Professor in the Film 
Studies Program at the University of Kent. 
During his tenure there, he gave a series of 
lectures that focused on the question of 
whether films can actually philosophize. He 
also lectured at various universities through-
out England.

In addition to his post at Mount Holyoke, 
Wartenberg is a member of the graduate 
faculty at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. At MHC, he teaches philosophy and 
film, aesthetics, existentialism, the History of 
Modern Philosophy, 19th-century philosophy; 
Kant; and philosophy for children.

TEHRAN- “Sundays,” a 2025 
drama film directed by Spanish 
filmmaker Alauda Ruiz de Azúa, 
will be reviewed at the Arasba-
ran Cultural Center in Tehran on 
Sunday. 

Film critic Kourosh Jahed is set 
to attend a screening of the film 
followed by a review session.

“Sundays” is a masterful ex-
ploration of a young woman’s 
search for belonging and spiri-
tual sanctuary. Set against the 
evocative backdrop of the Basque 
Country, the film delves into the 
psychological complexities of a 
teenage girl caught between the 
rigid expectations of her family 
and an intense, internal longing 
for a cloistered life.

The narrative centers on 
17-year-old Ainara, who, during 
a religious retreat, feels a pro-
found calling to join a convent. 
This aspiration sets off a chain 
reaction within her fragmented 
family. Ainara’s father, Inaki—a 
widower and restaurant own-

er—is depicted as an aloof fig-
ure, more preoccupied with his 
business ventures than with his 
daughter’s emotional well-being.

In contrast, her aunt Maite, an 
atheist cultural manager, rep-
resents the voice of worldly rea-
son. Maite is horrified by Ainara’s 
desire for “vocational discern-
ment,” urging her niece to em-
brace the experiences of youth 
rather than retreating into a life 
of silence and prayer.

As Ainara navigates her spiri-
tual journey under the guidance 
of Father Chema, the tension be-
tween her domestic reality and 
her divine aspirations heightens.

The film skillfully portrays the 
friction of the Basque house-
hold: Maite’s marriage to Pablo 
is in crisis, and Inaki’s financial 
instability colors his perspective 
on Ainara’s future. The conflict 
reaches a boiling point during a 
moment of adolescent vulnera-
bility when Ainara is caught in a 
romantic encounter with a fellow 

choir member, Mikel. The ensuing 
family row underscores the deep 
disconnect between Ainara’s in-
ternal world and the perceptions 
her family holds of her.

The tragedy of the film is 
heightened by the death of Aina-
ra’s grandmother, Maria Dolores. 
This loss triggers a volatile ex-
plosion of rage from Maite, who 
reproaches Inaki for his financial 
failures and his perceived indif-
ference toward his daughter. 
In a devastating confrontation, 
Maite views Ainara’s desire to 
become a nun not as a spiritu-
al calling, but as a symptom of 
the emotional trauma following 
her mother’s death. The tension 
culminates in legal battles over 
inheritance and a heartbreaking 
rift that seems irreparable.

Despite the pleas of her family 
and the chaos of her home life, 
Ainara chooses the convent, tak-
ing her vows to become a clois-
tered nun. Her decision is not 
presented as a simple escape, 
but as a definitive act of self-de-

termination in a world where she 
felt unseen.

The film was a monumental 
critical triumph, sweeping the 
awards circuit across Europe and 
Latin America. It debuted with a 
dominant victory at the 73rd San 
Sebastián International Film Fes-
tival, claiming the Golden Shell 
alongside the Irizar Basque Film, 
Feroz Zinemaldia, FIPRESCI, and 
SIGNIS awards. Its acclaim con-
tinued at the 40th Goya Awards, 
where it won Best Film, Best Di-
rector, and Best Original Screen-
play, while Patricia Lopez Arnaiz 
and Nagore Aranburu were hon-
ored for their outstanding acting.

The film’s success extended to 
the 13th Feroz Awards, the 81st 
CEC Medals, and the 5th Carmen 
Awards, cementing Alauda Ruiz 
de Azúa’s status as a visionary 
director. Its international reach 
was further validated by nom-
inations at the Platino and Sur 
Awards, and a win for Blanca So-
roa for Best Actress at the 13th 
Platino Awards. 

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Managing Director: Mohammad Mahdi Rahmati

Editor-in-Chief: Mohammad Sarfi

Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 43051601

Email: info@tehrantimes.com

Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

Advertisements Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051430

Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 43051505

Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051430

No. 18, Moghadasi Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran     P.o. Box: 14155-4843     Zip Code: 1599814713

Te h r a n t i m e s 7 9

TEHRAN TIMES

G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Recommended prayers cannot attain the pleasures of Allah 
for you when obligatory prayers are left unattended.

Imam Ali (AS)

Noon:12:11      Evening: 19:40    Dawn: 3:21 (tomorrow)        Sunrise: 5:02  (tomorrow)Prayer Times

Painting 

* A collection of paintings by Mohammadreza Shirvanizadeh is currently 
on view in an exhibition at Baa Gallery.  

The exhibit entitled “The Geometry of Dance” will run until July 31 at the 
gallery located at No. 1, Nastaran Alley, Nakhl St., Artesh Boulevard.

* Paintings by Bahareh Nourizadeh, Rozita Nosrati, Mona Khorshid-Doost 
and Hanieh Doostdar are on display in an exhibition at Doost Gallery.

Entitled “Passing”, the exhibit will be running until September 15 at the 
gallery, which can be found at No. 4, 4th St. off Eshqyar St., Khorramshahr 
Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Jahanshir is currently underway at Didar 
Gallery.

The exhibition will run until July 24 at the gallery located at 10 Mobini 
Alley, Mofatteh St.

* An exhibition of paintings by Mina Hakim is underway at Yafteh 
Gallery. 

The exhibition named “Eager to See You” will run until July 31 at 
the gallery located at 8 Taleqani Dead End, Yarmohammadi St. in the 
Darus Neighborhood.

* Paintings by a group of artists are currently on display in an exhibit at Jaleh 
Gallery. 

Entitled “The Familiar, Reimagined” the exhibition runs 
until July 24 at the gallery located at No. 3, Noshahr Alley, 
Iranshahr St., Karim Khan Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Javad Jafari is underway at E1 Gallery. 
The exhibit named “Carbon-14” will run until July 31 at the gallery located at 

1 Hamid Dead End, off Lesani Alley, Jebheh St., off Mahdieh St. in the Elahieh 
neighborhood.

* Parisa Akramian is showcasing her latest paint-
ings in an exhibition at Vaali Gallery. 

The exhibit named “Cygnus X” will continue until August 1 at the gallery 
located at 72 Khoddami St., Vanak Sq.

* Arthibition Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings by a 
group of artists.

The exhibit entitled “Face to Face, Eye to Eye” will be running until 
August 7 at the gallery that can be found at Qandi Alley, Sasanipur St., 
Golnabi St., off Shariati Ave.

* An exhibition of paintings by Marzieh Baqai is currently underway 
at Homa Gallery. 

The exhibition named “After Party” will run until July 28 at the gal-
lery located at No. 8, Fourth Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.

* Emkan Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of paintings by Pouya 
Parsa Maqam. 

The exhibit will be running until July 31 at the gallery that can be found at 
No. 3, Second Alley, Mirza Shirazi St.

What’s in Tehran art galleries
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The Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed Abbas Salehi meets Deputy Minister of Culture of Kyrgyzstan 
Salkyn Sarnogoeva in Bishkek on July 16.

Iran, Kyrgyzstan keen on developing 
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Philosophy professor to lecture at Iranian House of 
Cinema Book Week

Arasbaran Cultural Center to screen “Sundays”


